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9 .IUN 1945 

Dear D¥-. Wleel 

I have reee1ve4 ro~r le,ter of JWDe 6, 1945
1 

oonoern1ng 
War ~etu~ee Bolll'd food p&nell in II.II'Ope. 

With reepeot 1lo the Boar«•a pao:U.fle& whJ.on \he Xnter• 
nnt1onal Re4 Oroae had eent troa awe4en to Ll.lebeok, the Soar«'e 
representative in Stookbol• reoentlr oable4 that all ot tbeee 
paroele h&ve been 41e'tf1bl.lte4 ~7 the Xnteraatloaal Red Croas. 
On the date of Ge...ar a eurreA4er, there was a emall quant1t7 
ot Doerd paroele in the han4a ot the Xaternatiooal Re4 Oroas 
1n Sw1taer1aa4. W1lh the per.1aaion ot the military a~o~thor1-
t1ea, tbe lnternat1onal Ret Oro•• bae oootln~o~ed to 4el1ver 
tbeaa paroelt to 11btrate4 4e,a1atee 1B So~o~lhtrn Ger.anr aA4 
AL18tr1a. · on June ~~ Mr.o. M90le11aJ'I4 a4de.a the Boarcl tbat, 
under tho pre1uUl• rah ot eb&.pp.tq, all ot theee tbi'ee-k1lo 
paroele will be •~usted V.l'f abor*lr. 

In D.6d11i1on to the ~•·ltUo paroels, the War Refliiee 
· Bonl'd bad ll84t ai'J'QStratlltl to &04.1l1re troa tile UD1te4 Stat .. 

1\Vmy a quantUy of otubl'd pi-leone., ot war parotb. fhe 
Board is 411P01lal of \heat paroels to \be UMRRA whish plans 
to d1str1bu'• them.to 41eplaot4 pereoae lo llbe~ate4 areas. 

The above 1e tor your oont14en\1al 1afo .. at1~n. 

81D.eerely ;roloU'a, 

Dr. Stephen S~ Wist, 
J'reaMen• 
Wor14 Jew1ab Concr•••• 
18M Brodwq • . 
lev 'XOI'Jr. ~11 11. t. 
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9 JlJN 1945 

non.r Dr. Wioe: 

I have roaoived your letter of June 5, 19ll5, 
concerning War Hafugoe Bosud f<H>d pn.roel o in 
l<:urope. 

\Ji th ronpoct to the Board 'a p<wkages wh1Clh 
the Intornntionnl Red Oroeo had tnmt from GW(;!dCn 
to Luebook, the Bol;l.rd 1 s raprosentn.tivo in fltook­
holm rnoontly oa.hlod th~tt all of theme paroele 
llnvo bean cliotributed by tho Intornational Hed 
Groan. On tha do. to of Gt~rMny' a surrender 1 there 
\WJl a ur;;o.ll qmmtity of J3oa.rd parcola in tno ha.ndo 
of. tlH~ · !ntorm~tiona.l Red Croon in Owi her land, 
lf1 th the pormhoion of th.e mil i tf.tty n.uthori tl(la, 
the Interno.t1om1J Had Oroaa bas continued to 
deliver tbene paroals to llberntnd dotainaoa in 
Southern Gormnny and Auatrin. On Jun() 6th, 
Mr. HoC1611Elnd ru:lviacd the Bon.rd that, under 
the praaent rate of uhipping, all of these three­
kilo paroels will be axhauutcd very ahortly. 

In a.ddi t1on to the throe-kilo paro~l a, the 
\io.t' Rafuget1 Board lla.d ma.de arrnngementa to acquire 
from the Uni hd Bta.tes Army ~ quantity of atandard 
prisoner of war pnr.cele. 'i'he Boa.rd in diapoeing 
of tllese parcoln to thtJ OHftRA which plans to 
<iistribute thom to displaced persono in liberated 
a.ran.a. 

Th., above is for your contldtmti£~1 information. 

Dr. stephen s. Wino. 
Pronident, · 

·world J~wiah Congrece, 
1831~ Droadvay, 
New York 23, ~. Y. 

FH; lhh 6-9-45 

Sinceraly youre, 
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Hon. Henry Morgenthau, Jr. 
Department of the Treasury 
United States Government 
Washington, D. C, 

Dear Secretary Morgenthau: 

May I appeal for your cooperation in the following rather urgent case: 

/ As you c~tainly know,,there are at present almost 250,000 parcels stored 
in Switzerland by the War Refugee Board, .9Jld another 100,000 sti),l in the 
port of Luebeok1 remaining from the former liar Refugee Board stores. Those 
parcels were sent to Europe for trru1smission to persons held in concentration 
and internment camps in Germany. In view of the recent occupation of the 
entire territory of Germany by the Allied llrmies, the War Refugee Board appa­
rently hesitates to distribute those parcels to persons still residing in the 
camps, since they can no longer be considered as victims of ene~ oppression 
in ene~ occupied territory. I believe that you will agree with me that such 
an explanation is unacceptable. The situation in the camps, according to 
·reports reaching us, is still most difficult. The supplies which have ·ao far 
been delivered to the camps have proven vastly inadequate and the residents 
of the camps still suffer hunger and cold. The relief Which could be given 
them by the immediate transmission of parcels now stored in Switzerland and 
Luebeck is therefore of very great importance·· 31ld it is0 in ~ opinion, the 
humanitarian du~ of the United States authorities_to arrange this as soon as 
possible. For this reason, I have been prompted to write you this letter. 

I shall be most grateful if you Will agree to inter~ene in this matter, and 
arrange to have the parcels atill at the disposal of the War Refugee Board 
transmitted as soon as possible to persons in ca.mi?s in Gerlii!II\Y• -

Looking fol'l'lard to your answer, I am 

sew/ld 





June 25, 1945 

My dear ~lr, President: 

In accordance \tith the directive contained in 
Executive Order No. 8495 of July 26, 1940, and those 
1asueft subsequently, I am pleased to submit herewith 
a report pf the receipt, transportation, end distribu­
tion of re~ief supplies purchased for the War Refugee 
Bo~rd by United States governmental agenoiee1with 
funds made available by section 40 of the Emergency 
Relief Appropriation Act, fiscal year 1941, and the 
Third Supplemental Nat~nal Defense Appropriation Act, 
1942, and the Second Defiolenoy Appropriation Act, 
1944, This report reflects the entil•e food package 
program of the War Refugee Board for the benefit of 
persons held 1n enemy concentration camps. 

Prior to 1944, it had been for the moat part 1m­
possible to send relief to suffering civilians detained 
in enemy conc~ntratlon camps. But, as a result of the 
cooperative efforts of the British-American blockade 
authorities, the War Refugee Board and o~her United 
States governmental agencies, and the International 
Committee of the Red Cross, the distribution of food 
parcels to persons held in concentration camps 1n enemy 
Europe waa nuide possible in the-latter half of 1944 and 
the first halt of 1945,-

All movements of supplies were completed without 
expenditures tor customs or any form of taxation 1n the 
countries receiving such relief. 

As in any comparable.1Dternat1onal relief operation, 
the effectiveness of the War Refugee Board feeding pro-' 
gram was made possible only by the close cooperation of 
manr. departments and agenc-ies of the United States Govern-' 
ment. I wish, therefore, toexpresspartiaular appreciation 
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for the assletanoe of the off1o1ale of the 6tate, 
Treasury, AgriouJture and War Departments and other 
governmentRl agenoiea inoluding the Foreign Eoonomio 
Administration and the American National Red Oroea. 

Tlle President, 

The White House, 

Fa 1 thfully your•e, 

1<11ll1am 0 1Dwyer 
Executive Direotor 
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REPORT TO THE PRESIDEN'r--DISTRIBUTION BY Till~ INTERNATIONAL RED 
CROSS OF REI,U~F SUPPLIES PURCHASED VIITH GOVERNMENT FUNDS FOR THE 
WAR REFUGE!~ BOARD. 

(Under the provisions of sec. 40 of the Emergency Relief Appro­
priation Act for the fiscal year 19ln, Executive Order of July 26, 
194\J, and 'fhil:'d supplemontol NAt1onn1 Defense A-ppropriation Act 
of December 17, 19~1, and the Second Deficiency Appropriation 
Act of 1942) · · 

As early as March 19~+. the International Committee of the 
Red Cross, as well as interested private relief agencies in 
the· United States, urged the immedio.te shipment of parceled food 
and clothing from the United States to Switzerland for distribu­
tion by the Committee to unaas1milo.ted detainees in enemy 
territory. Inquiries to the Board's representatives abroad, as 
well as to representatives of the American private relief agencies, 
established that no substantial quantities of foodstuffs or 
clothing were available in the neutral countries of Europe for 
projects of this nature. 

Prior to the establishment of the War Refugee Board, the 
United States Government had rejected similar proposals to send 
relief shipments from the United States primarily because adequate 
assurances governing the distribution of these supplies were 
lacking and such assurances as were obtained did not seem adequate 
to guarantee that the relief so provided would go to the intended 
beneficiaries and not t~ the enemy. In March 19~. the Inter­
national Committee of the Red Cross was able to secure certain 
distribution guarantees from individual camp commanders that 
relief supplies would reach the intended beneficiaries, and in 
transmitting the recommendation of the International' Committee 
of the Red Cross the American Minister at Bern recommended favor­
able action. 

As a result of these recommendations and following talks 
between the Executive Director of the Board, representatives of 
the British llin1str,y of Economic Warfare, representatives of the 
State Department and of the Fore~gn Economic Administration, an 
agreement was reached in June 1944, permitting the shipment of 
100,000 three-kilo food parcels per month for. a period of three 
months, for distribution by the International Committee of the 
Red Cross to persons held in the Nazi concentration camps where 
satisfactory distribution could be-guaranteed. Representatives 
of the British Government had originally proposed that such a 
program should be limited to detained persons 1n 1vhat was formerly 
occupied France, but at. the insistence. of the War Refugee Board it 
was finally agreed that the proposal would not be so limited and 
would apply to any concentratioa camp in German-occupied territory 
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ooloo1ltl(l hy 1;Ju:; :t:ntar'lln~:ional OoGmdtton of' tho Ho1l C:r.ooon who:ro 
outiui'o.otm•.v (UlJtl•ihution @JJl!'nntoocJ oou~d he mot. 

:'hn px•or,r't\1;1 wno inH.tr,1J.! y 4'0en,!'llr:<l r.n o~p(lr1r,ltJnto1, nnd u 
tmoconot"ul, ~.t ·.m.o nontotc;yllnto\J. thrL1~ tl1ir; o,jtfltom o.f' vol:i.oi' \'I0\11.(1. 
'•o m:·J'lti<lm1 •. 'i'))(; Hol:!.oi' !1t.thoo:T·,J.ttc;o of tho Jo!nt: lllool;.arlo 
r:o:v1fbtoo 1n LonC.on ~mo rwJ~oiA ,)o1.nt:l.y by tho ''ltn.to 1loptcl'•tnont1 
~.110 i:'oro!r;n l;!oonomlo J\tlm:lniotl'nt:l.on, nn''· tho •:·m• il<•f'u:wo ilQ"\1"11 
to roquoBt till) :tr.tol'ntl.tiondl Gc-cr.:~itt()(! ol.' tho noel Croon to n')l"O(Wh 
'1m•;·t~tJ1 aut!v:n•it.1.,;o i.:o nnool!'to1n 1'tl1othoP they 1'10ul0., in 1,'lt'1l·,u :Jx,lo, 
ntwr<L1.t tho GonmHtOr! to dtrltt•lbutn f'onrl pf.).I.'OOlo in n11 Clt!LlilO in 
ilcJ:>i:ll1n~oont~··o1lol'l t(l!'!'it<WiOfJ 11'1 ''•lliOh nc~·eonn not O.O:Ji''l.U(lte<l 
to tlln n1;ntuo ol' )l.''iflOrJ(l:!' ol' "liU' utvJ{n• the 11-<mr!'l~ l'r.l.oonoi' o1' \!tu.• 
•::onvont:ton wo:ro llt,ll<.l. 'l'l.lo f!omn!tl;oo '<'0.!.1 !.'lloo to ri.noortn1n rrllothol' 
"orr:nt.ut nu\ihot•.tU.no Wiltlld :H:tn~H: tho ~ .. ~WJ(Untn d1e~tvi1:A.lticm of fori!. 
''lll'ool o 'in .n, +'toon (lGloo1;e;i oo.Hpn, ~·m"in;>,:t. b1.ncknc1o 1\UtlWl'i:u,tion 
"'Ml X'I'.!Ooi.vo11 on i'.W-:>1~1~; 1} 1 I 91th, onr1.hl :l.rv·· the :;on Pit to r~ot t:hio 
:;r'>~~nm nrvlt;}.'l no.y. 

On 'lOp1l\')!~iJO!' .l.?, ).~Jlll~; tho \·'l'Ofl!t'l.ont, by r,, '~lroottvo to tl1o 
'1cJOl'H't~o.t•y o1' t h!} '<'r<)ncmr•y, tho i 11H' f'o(lf.\ .t.r:uninltltl:'l\tm• tlw Ghn1I'­
l!J.nn ni' tho f\l:,o:r1ofln r.tnt.;tr)nrf.l H011 l.li'I'llW, ruul tho E:}mout11!0 Dh•ootot• 
of tho .'n!' W>fw;oo DorH\1 1 ot"lore\l t;hn.t \mo1··1.'1.!';11ltOO 1V.\lNlOOa on 
n:iloc<:l.tlon to t;lm l'ronrmry l'romtl"l)tC!OI'it 1H.v1(J1on o.nrJ tho \'lot" Foo11 
Adr.~irlidla•ntlrm, l'r•on li.ho ooi1('~'<"HHJ1onnl n::nl"'iH'intion for ~<'or0ir,n 
>lr,~· Heli•!f, bo <)bJ.ir;ntod in the aJnount of $1 ,oG0, 7:;o for pt!.r;..,oano 
ol' <ltJi'J.,?.ylt.\f! tho oootu 1!\(cldont to tho p:room:•or.lOnt nnd pA!lk!".glnc; of 
t'ood pl"O\lucto f'or ~:·t1:i,O:JO Pf.1l"(lt11o for ,,aolmr:1nrr n.na rJhipmont by 
tho l\1riot•lo:nn nntiomtl Hod G!"'M to l;hc rntl)nmt1onr..l Coma1tteo 
or t:hG Hod. Vl"'UIT t'Ol' 1.11 tlu.nte tLi!'Jti'ihution to oivU.ton int:t~l'nGOO 

. tn con0(1l'ltration C.'ll't.JS in f1ol'ElOJl-(Kil!tr>oLLo<1 torr-ltoey, {In tho · 
intm•o.,t or cti.fl\lf.~tohinr; ;)Dl'Oolri it1rr:ocH.n.toly to thouo bonof1o111r1oo, 
15,000 COElU8l'Oin.lly pa<ikod. pru"'i.!lcl o:;to.ln,~cl 'iJith ot;hol.' run(l.a 
0-VOilll.blG to th0 :ifl.l' Hof'ur::oe J.'{)1il'<l ~101'6 t<n"'Vnl"J.Nl to f!'OthOJtburg,· 
:'\"!milan, in AU:7.1J.Ot ).!)Ill~ for diatJribution by Intar>nation<U Rod 

.GI'Oao tloloc:'too.) flo or Dooaubsl• 1, 191~~~~ o. totP.J. of 224,;;2a 
po.x'O<t>ln W0I'e :l'ot"i?t:U .... J.I;d to tlw ''lwed1flh port of l'lothanhul'!S :f.'or 
trru1sohipucnt to tho Gormnn port of J.uob~ol.t, !'rom lflhioh point 
tlm Intm'nRtionru. nonmittoo or t:l:~-9 :<.eil Groo:> ~.'l'P!ffiged. for dla­
trlbution. On Dooombor 19, 194h, (jO ,6'(2 pnroela ware fc1~11n.~iod 
to tlw l•'x>Onch po1"t or ?cc>'.tlon, from wh.'l.oh po:l.ni; thoy rmro tvnno­
ehin~ocl ow1rlnnd tc e.oeni}Vn t>or ultin,,.,to d1ottt1bution to om:nt:l 1n 
!>outhorn Gen:um:1 undor the eupot"ll'iaion or th.'J Corn."'1tt~o. · 

Inl.t.l.nl revorts on diotx>ll:lnt1on X"eooived fl'Olil tlm Intol""o 
nr:tloncl. ComrU.tt<Jt; of thQ Hed Crone intUoatM thnt mtlmmla of 
nll Unitol'l Hntion!l nl'k'WCll in tho dintt>ltmtion of thrme tx'lrcel& 
Md thnt tl1otl'1but1tm (mm"!mtaes h~l l.:.oen rm,intninod. ·rn vio'fl 
oi:' thio, tho ~10n~1 .tn oonJmwt1on wlih the mnte vllj:}ai'toont ani! 
thu Fo~o~n E:oono1~io Administro.t!on. ~(l'l'l.in· njmron<m.sd tho Hol :tel' 
rlut>eoln.'ll\tteo of the Jo1nt nloOJm.d.IJ Cor:imit-teo-in Lontt,rm in t!ovortihoP 



llil}l' rm'· nuth.;n•i,wtl:m ?t:•x• tho <il;.1pn.cmt1 m' w1 nctditionm :;,oo,ooo 
tifll'nn-k::Uo p~IT'O\~ln, nn ,J (lr!l.\rn':'l }:1. 1 291

\) 1 byo 1'r<Ja'lJ.nn1JtnJ. rl1t>oo1;lv<~ 
to th~) ·1mw-::to.x-~' ot' tl to 'l'r.>oAmtr-;;·, tlw c~h~h'13F.U'l of thtl .ru:w;>:;'l<:lml 
Nr.,t1or:u~l HoL't (Jrorw, t.Hl/1. thtl r-:::wont:lv'~~ !J.il~r:lotm• (>f th<:1 ;~ftr Hofu'rvo 
l>ot;:!'d, tho Pt'CH!i<Lant Ot"'J.e:t>Od thnt unnhlirtr.;to<l hC~lo.n<h'lf.l <>n ~>:1:to6n:t1on 
to 1;hiJ i'l?OeUt"0JnOnt D1VtfJt~1n (!i\ tho 1?rr)fMillll7 Depo-.l'ft~::Gfl'nt, i.t;:~ol~t tho 
oonr~J~O!.{!i!icnn.l {:'l:Pl~•X"Oln"i~.tion :eoi.~ F1o1'lloigll l~t.'J;ri r!ol tc·r, b~} {1l:;llr-:r::L~"Jd 
in 1;ilO r.tnount; Oi' $'.1ll~~~j 1 000 ~~·~.th :\ni3t:r..t•-~tiOl1fl th•;t \;hr;ao· 11nrodo 
b0 p.•oom•:1\l ot:,H!i1{}"t'C.1tclly l'Cl' t:);'n.ntH.Ii:d.rn!!ont by Hw A:::m~.ic•m no(\ 
<:roos to the rnto'lmn.tlonn.l tlomntttaw of tho 1\nd. G1•otw. 1'hiiJ .l).t!Ql'icm1 
lintioll!\1. He!l UrotHJ, 11h~.()h. hnr.l O.l:'Y'tltl{':(o<:l fOt' tlK! ;;r,ok.':lf':.l.fli'~ nH W<'lll as 
tho tJhl.pmont o'l' tho l'>X•ov1ouGly r.tp;;t~o'rM' 0 \!ll'Oolr~, Hn-fm·t:~m,\toly ·:tv.r: 
not ~lbli; t:n o>:tmK't Hcr pnoknr;itW .!'ru'J1lit~.(}ll to tho ;_~l!W>:l ro:r thia 
oeoond ~~h1;)nc.nt, but: t'')'l.,on<l to <J:~tona 1f;H uhippinr;;.- fi.loHit; ion i'<ll' 
the 1{!0\i'l.'lln!l!lt o1' th1)flfJ ou.:.)r·1. iof). HO!:re·.yu;,•, u:mn e>o::.>l.at•nt 1•m o!' t;!Jo· 
OOI!JT:lf)¥'C~•U], f!ol<i. tntOl:'()l)tOd ;.n pl."'t'\UOiHG P<HJ}':.'l(_\{til Of th;l.•; nntu1•r~, 
it 1'mcn1an npp!>,rr.mt to tho ~'orn..,.l !;~1r·.t to~J much tln8 WOltld. l.lo 
i'OiJ\11.1:'t~tl to n1'0>:111:1'R tho ::rtl:·-,,,ll.l:•U r'o.r· thono ';X!t'GOlil nnrl to 
pr·.ckr>.r;;a i;ho,~· f' or ohi!)filtmt. · .<\()f.ltH'<lJ.n~y, :!.n · AJ)r.>:l.l 1911!), tho 
illl:C' 1\i)l'l.lfno' J\oi.l.l'(l r~J'Wmt:ild to r·m•QhHriG i'l't>l:l tho 'Fitl.t' Dopnrtmont 
r> tot nl of: :;:o(, 1 0C~) of' it ~J ntcm<lm>i'l, r~l~liJDnar .... or.-,-ms· prU"()(;)l a 
o-tonk\li1 in ''t.tl1(J\fl',, !'!r;itzovln.nd. ~J:h•Jse ):Jc:r>aela wm•o n.wa1ttn~:· 
t'opnol':.~:.r;hw for tlm :('Qm<:tVr,.l or :·ttt>d ')l'OB~:1 "ll'J. At"J.!,v o;ynhol(l hnf'<:n•o 
shipment into f'lol'1MU'!-Oontt•ofloc1 to:rrltoxo:r ~l1: th~ t'll<¥) oi' tho 
nrHJoruU.t l.on11l snr:>:>crt:1cr by 1'!..-el"<nnn.y, 

'i'ha \1nt• flof'tlft.aa non,:rd lvw ('>.>•rrtllf.'Gll. w.ith off!!l:\.,'J.lt> of UN!F<A 
cmd f:';..'\ f'or tho aii.le ot' tld.u ntoo};p1lcl ol' 20G 1000 to,1tl po.t'IJol n 
to UUl'if¥'1. 1'<.>1~ t11atrft~~t1on hy t!v:.t n-Roncy to tti~pl!;.qad r>ilf'Oona 
in !.1bol~t\tocl oountl;':lcn. 'l'.h•s l•l'oOoode !'ron t,hio lilf.'ln wlll. rove:t"'; 
to tho ittlun.r.UU'nr of" th?: Un:Ltod ·-~t,r,_ttJn. 
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'l'Hil WHUll: HOU8~ 
WASH IHG'fOH j 

January 31• 194~ 

MEMORANDUM FORI S.ore~ary ot the Treaaurr 
Chairman of 'he Aaer1oan Ha,1onal Red Oroas 
lxtoutiye R1reotor ot tat War BttMBt• Do•EA 

S1not the proourement and shipment ot the 2801000 food paokas•• 
tor distribution to vlott.e ot enemy pereeoutlon 1R lurope, referrt4 
to 1n my memorandum ot 8tpteaber 121 1944• have been euooeeetully ooa­
plettd• the Exeoutlve D1reotor ot tne War Rtfus•• Board bae reoommta4t4 
that an additional zoo,ooo tbrtt•kilo tool parotll be proourt4 by tble 
Government tor similar 41etribut1on to unaee1a1la,t4 peraone 1n oonoen­
tration and refugee oampe looatt4 1n that part of ~pt now held or 
oooupl~d by the enemy. 

In order that thla prosram may be put into etteot as rapidly as 
possible, lt 1s d1reote4 that the tollow1ns stepa be taken at onoe: 

(l) The unobl1gatt4 balanoea of tunda allooated to the Treasurr 
Department troa the appropriation• tor roreisn War Re11et. oont1nua4 
available ~til June 30! 1940, by the Seoon4 Det1oienoy Appropriation 
Aot. 1944, ihall be ava lable to the Seoretary ot the Treaeurr up to 
a value ot $1,12&t~OO to prooure aommero!all7 ~·•• parotle and to~ 
reiabureement to ~· Aaeriaan latio~l fte4 Qroee tor tbe ooat of ware­
houetns vl~t. tbt UA1tt4 Statee an4 ~e ultimate tranapor,at1on ot 
tbeet paroe11 to lbt International Ooam1ttee ot the Red Oroee. Ae 
agree4 'between 'l'rtllt.U7 Prooureaent D1Y111on an4 the war Rttusee~loard, 
the Dixototor ot Proeureaent eball arnnse tor the purabaee ot theat 
paroele tor deliver, to the Aaerloan lat1onal Rt4 Ora••• 

(2) Aa qret4 bttw"n tbt Allerloan llaUonal. Re4 Oro•• aM. 1be War 
Refuse• Boar4, the Obalraan ot the Aaer1oan lat1onal Rt4 Oro•• ahall 
arranse tar the warebouellls witbla the United 8taU1 aa4 ebt.ppifts ot 
the aoo,ooo thr•e-k11o fo04 paretle .. tbt lnternational Oo .. 1ttee of 
the'Rt4 Oroea tor ultimate 41etr1but1on aaong auob unaae1a1latt4 
per• one. 

(3) 'l'he beout1ve D1reotor of ~· war Retusee loard abal1tzertlae 
over-all reaponaibllitJ tor thie proJeot. 

I 
· (8.llnit4) I'JWW.D Do !WOSEVELT 
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'l'HE Wlll'l'E HOUSUl 
WASHINGTON 

MEMORANDUM FORI War Jood A4mln1Btrator 
Seoretary ot the Treaaurr 

~.·, ... ~·. :'"1lal' ·,. 

Obalraan of the Aae~loan Hational Red Oroae 
ktlllloU!! D&rtolor ot 1ib.t war Bttuctt Bout 

On the raoommendat1on or the Exaoutlve Plreotor ot the War Rafuse• 
Board that 2801 000 food paroela be prooured by tb1a Government tor 
d1ttalbut1on to unaaa1m11ated persona 1n oonoentrat1on and ratusee 
oaape 1ooata4 1n that part of E~ope now he14 or ooouple4 b7 ~e enem,, 
the tollow1ns atepa ahould be taken aa exped1t1ouely aa poaa1ble: 

(l) The unobligated balanoea ot tunda allocated to the Dapartaent 
ot 4&r1oY1t~e troa the approprlat1ona tor rore1sn War Rel1et, oont1nue4 
available unUl June 150• lUIJ by tile lleoolll! Dett.olenof Appropr1aUon 
Aot, 19«, aball be avaUal?lt to the War foocl A4a1nbtrat1on to pnol&&'e 
ne•ee•arr qr1ouUI&&'al. auppl111 up to a value of $78:1,700. 

(2) The unobl1satt4 balanoea ot the tun4a allooated to .the 
Treaau~y Departaent f,roa the .... aouro••·•• above, but not 1n an 
amount 1n exoeea ot 1288 000, ehall be available to the lleoratarr ot 
the Treaeur,r to proo~e 'he aater1&le, other than asr1oultural auppllea, 
neoeaaary tor the paokaSlnl apd tranapo~tat1on ot the paroela an4 to~ 
relmburaeaent to \he Aaerioan lational Red Oroae tor the ooat ot the 
paok&llnl and ~r•n•po~tat1on of the paroele to the 1Dternat1onal 
Oou1ttee ot the fte4 01-oaa. ·· 

(B) Aa agreed between the Aller1oan Kat1onal Red Oro•• &D4 the 
war Retug .. Board, the Ohalraan ot 11he Aaerioan ••Uon&l Red Oro11 
eball arrange tor the p•ot•i.n& ot 'Ohe 210,000 toocl pareela and their 
shipment to the 11ltel'na1i1onal Oou1Uee ot the fte4 0&'011 tol' ultiu." 
d1atr1butlon aaoDg auoh uaaaat.ilatel peraona. 

(4) The btoll1i1Te Dil'eotor ot 11be war Ratuaee Board ab&U. uere111 
o-rer•all reapona1b11111J tor tbia pl'oJeot. 

(11pe4) franltlln RooeneU 
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My dear Mr. President: 

In accordance with the directive contained in Executive Order No, 

6495 of July 26, 1940, and those issued subsequently, I am pleased to 

submit )1erewith a report of the receipt, transportation, and distribu-

tion of relief supplies purchased for the Ylar Refugee Board by United 

States governmental agencies with funds made available by section 40 

of the· Emergency Relief Appropriation Act, fiscal year 1941, and the 

Third Supplemental National Defense Appropriation Act, 1942, and the 

Second Deficiency Appropriation Act, 1944, This report reflects the 

entire food package program of the Vlar Hefugee Board for. the benefit of 

persons held in enemy concentration camps, 

J'rior to 191.4, it had been.for the most part impossible to send 

relief to suffering' civilians detained in enemy concentration camps, 

But, as a result of the cooperative efforts of the British-American. 

blockade authorities, the War Refugee Board and other United States 

governmental agencies, and the International Committee of the Red Cross, 

the distribution of food parcels to persons held in concentration camps 

in enemy Europe was made possible in the latter half of 1944 and the 

first half of 1945 • 

.Ali movemen-ls o.P supplies were comple-f.eJ w!lb.ou-l expenJ!-lures ~o-r 

customs or any form of taxation in the countries receiving such relief. 

As in any comparable international relief operation, the ·effective~ 

ness of the War Refugee Board feeding program was made possible onlyby. 

the close cooperation of many departments and agencies of the United 

States Government. I wish, therefore, to express particular. appreciation 
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for the assistance of the officials of the lfflp.,Ptmetit o:t' State, Treas,>ry, 
Gt ~,,v,,~ "v..!l..w;; 

Agricultm·~nd '.'/ariA and other governmental agencies inclurHng the Foreign 

Economic Administration and the American National Red Cross. 

The President 

The '!/hi te House. 

Faithfully yours, 

Y/illiam O'Dwyer 
Executive Director 

i 

1 

'I 
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REI'OR'r TO ~'HE PRF.SIDEiff--DISTRIDUTION BY THE IN'rEhNATIONAL RED CROSS OF 
RELIEF SUPPLIES l'UHCHASED WITH GOVERNMEN'r FUNDS Jo'OR ~'liE WAR REFUGJo:E BOARD, 

(Under the p1·ovisions of sec. 40 of the Emergency R<'lief Appropriation Act 
for the fiscal year 191.1, Executive Order of July 26, 1940, and Third Sup­
plcr.lental National Defense Appropriation Act of December 17, 191,1, and the 
Second Deficiency Appropriation Act of 1942) 

As early as March 1941.;1 the International Committee of the Red Cross, 
~'-t-- {-""' "~-Q_'"'-r 

as well as tire private~agencies in the United States, urged the immediate 

shipment of parceled food and clothing from the United States to Switzer­

land for distribution by the Comnoittee to unassimilated detainees in. enemy 

t!'1'1'5 hn•y, Inquiries to the Board 1 s representatives abroad, as well as to 

representat..tves of the American private rel;ief agencies, established that 

no substantial qmmti ties of foodstuffs or clothing were available in the 

neutral cotmtries of Eur·ope fo1· projects of this nature, 

Prior to the este.blishment of tho \'lar Refugee Board, the United States 

Government had rejected similar proposals to send relief shipments from the 

United States primarily because adequate asstu·ances governing the distribu-

tion of these supplies were lacking and such assurances as were obtained 

did not seem adequate to guarantee that*lief so provided would gb toz:e'u, ~~I' 
_!2.AJ..-~· 

beneficiaries and not to the deta±rrl:ritl:7r;o.tel. In March 19441 the Inter-

national Committee of the Red GroGs was able to secure certain distribution 

guarantees from individual camp commanders that relief supplies would reach 

the intended beneficiaries, and in transmitting the recommendation of the 

International Committee of the Red GroHs the American Minister at Bern 

recommended favorable action. 

As a result of these recommendations and following talks between the 

Executive Director of the Board, representatives-of the British Ministry 

of Economic Warfare, m!Ot representatives of the State Department andhhe 

Foreign Economic Administration-,_ an agreement ;<las re.'l.ched in Jime 1944-, 

permitting the shipment oflOO,OOO three-kilo food parcels-per month for"'--
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~period of three months, ~distribution by the International Committee 
'"[!!"' . 

of the Red Cross to persons hold in ~ Nazi concentration camps where 
~.~.QJ ~ 

satisfactory distributionA guarantee« .olo'l;aiu6Q, Hepresentativos of the 

British Government had originally proposed that such a program should bo 

limited to detained persons in what was formerly occupied France, hut at 

the insistence of the V/ar Hefugee Board it, was finally agreed that the 

proposal would not be so limited and would apply to any concentration 

camp in German-occupied territory selected by the International Car..mittee 

of the Hed Cross where satisfactory dlstribution guarantecu conld be met, 

"?The program was initially regarded as experimental, and if successful, it 

was contemplated that this system of relief would be expanded. The fielief 

Subcommittee of the Joint Dlocliade Committ~e in London was asked joint,ly 

l>y the State Department, the },oreig11 Economic Administration, and the r:e.r 

Refugee Board to request the International Committee of the Hed Cross to 

approach German authorities to ascertain whether they would, i.n princip1e, 

permit the Cor.unittee to distribute food parcels in all camps in German-

controlled territories in which persons not assimilated to the sta\:us of 

prisoner of war under the Geneva Prisoner of War Convention were held. 

The Conunittee was also to ascertain whether German authorities would per-

mit the immediate distribution of food parcels in fifteen selected camps. 

Formal blockade authorization was received ··an ·August 5, 1944, enabling 

the Board to get this program under way, 

On September 14, 1944, the President,.by a directive to the' Secretary 

of the Treasury, the War Food Administrator, the Chairman of the American 

National Red Cross, and the Exec.utive Director of the.l'/ar Refugee Board, 

ordered that the sum of $1,068,750 from the congressional appropriation 

for Foreign War Relief be allocated to the Treasury Procurement Division 

and the War Food Administration for purposes. ~of defraying the costs.:Inc:l.;_-
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dent to the proinu•ement and packaging of food products for 285 1000 parcels 

for packaging and shipment, 'by the American National l:\ed Cross to the Inter­

national Committee of the Hed Cross for ultimate distrilmtion to civilian 

internees in~ concentration camps in German-controlled territory, (In 

the interest of di!Jpatching parcels immediately to these beneflciarieo 1 

15,000 conunercially pecked parcels obtained with other funds available to 

the War Refugee Board w&re forwarded to Gothenburg, Sweden, in August 1941+ 

for distribution by International Red Cross delegates.) As of December 1, 

191.4, a total of 221.,.328 parcels were forwarded to the Swedish port of 

Gothenburg for transshipment to the German port of Luebeck, from vrhich 

point the International Committee of the Red Cross arranr,ed for distribu-

tion, On December 19, 19441 60,672 parcels were forwarded to the French 

port of Toulon, from which point they were transshipped overland to Geneva 
.; 

for ultimate distribution to camps in Southern Gennany tmder the supervision 

of the Committee, 

Initial reports on distribution received from the International Ccimr.lit-

tee of the Red Cross indicated that nationals of all United Nations shared 

in the distribution of these parcels and that d:l.stribut:i.~n ·guarantees had 
( _f:. ·'~ ,_,. '- -) ,-., __ _ 

been maintained. In view of this, the Board in·c~t with the State 

Department and the Foreign Economic Administration again approached the 

Helief3)lbcommittee of the Joint Blockade Committee in London in November 

1944 ~ authorization for the shipment of an additional 300,000 

three-kilo parcels, On January 31, 1945, by Presidential directive to 

the Secretary of the Treasury, the Chairman.of theAmerican NationalRed 

Cross, and the Executive Director of the War Refugee Board, the President 

allocated the sinn of $1,125,000 t6 the Procurement Division of the Treasury 

Department with· instructions that thes.e ·.parcels .lJe .procured commercially 

for transshipment- b"· the American Red Cross to the International Committee 



of the Red Cross. The American National Red Cross, which h~d arranged 

.foi' the packaging as well as the shJ.pment of the previously appro•red 

parcels, unfortunately was not able to extend its packaging facilities 

to the Board fm• this second shipmellt, but agreed to 'extend its shipping 

facilities for the movement of these supplies. However, ,upon exploriitc:!'-,J "f 
the commercial field interested in producing packages of this nature, it 

became apparent to the Board that too much time would be required to pro-

cure the supplies for these parcels and to package them for shipment. 

Accordingly, in April 1945, the War Refugee Board arranged to purchase 

from the 'lar Department a total of 206,000 of its standard 'prisoner-of-

war parcels stocked in Geneva, Swi~zerland. These parcels vtere awaiting 

repackaging .for,the removal of Heel Cross and Army symbols before shipment 

into German-controlled territory at the time of the unconditional 

s1~render by Germany. 

'fhe \'lar Refugee Board has arranged with officials of UNHRA and FEA 

for the sale of this stockpile of 206,000 food parcels to UNHRA for distri-

bution by that agency to displaced persons in liberated countries. The 

proceeds from this sale will revert to the Treasurer of the United States. 
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TilE WJU'J.'E !lOUSE 

WJUIJUNGTON 

· .. ' ........ ""· .. ..., 

January 31, 1945 

MEMORANDUM !'ORa Secretary of: t.he Treas1U7 
Chairman of the American National 1\ed Cross 
Exeoutue Direqtor of the War Ret'uaee j.loal'd 

Since the procurement and shipment of the 28!)1 000 food packages 
for distribution to victillls o£ ene~ pers~oution in Europe, referred 
to in ~ melllorandum of september 121 19441 have been pucceasfl.ll.zy com­
pleted, the Executive Director of t,be War Ret'ugee Board has recommended 
that an additional 3001000 three•kilo food parcels be procured by this · 
Government for similar distribution to unasaimilated persons in concen­
tration and refugee camps located. in that part of Europe now held or 
occupied b,y the ene~. · 

In order that this program ~my be put into effect as rapidly as 
poosible, it is directed that the following steps be taken at onoe1 

(1) The unobligated balances of funds allocated to the Treasury 
Department frolll the appropriations for Foreign War Relief, continued 
availaqle until June 301 1945, by the Second Deficiency Appropriation 
Act, 1944, shall be available to the Secretary of the TreasU17 up to 
a value of $11125 1000 to procure coiDIIIercially these parcels and for 
reimbursement to the American National Red Cross for ·t.he cost of ware­
housing within th~;~ u,~ted states and the ultimate transportation ot 
these pargels to the Iriternatiol}al Colllllittee of the Red Cross. As 
agreed between Treasury Procurement Division and the War·RefUgee Boal'd, 
the Director of Procurement shall arrange for the purchase of these 
parcels for delivery~to the American National Red Crose. 

(2) Au agreed.between the American National·Red Cross and the War 
RefUgee Boal'd, the "hairman of the American National Red Crosp phall 
arrange for the warehousing within the United States and shipping o£ 
the 3001 000 three-kilo food parcele to the International Colllllittee of 
the Red Cross for ultimate distribution among such UnaPPilllilated 
persons. 

(3) The Executive Director of the War Refugee Board shell e:Kercise 
over-all responsibilit,y for. this project, 

(Signed) FRANKLIN D, ROOSEVELT 
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'1'im lllU'l'i: a(JIJS-" 
\jA:ll:llil!l'l'llN 

tH!40RAiilltiiJ l'G!U War Fool! AdlniniehtAtol' 
aeoretar¥ of the TrQaeurt 
Chnti'IUan Qt the Allu~can llatJonlll l!ell. llro11s 
lilxeouUve Dlre~tqr of tl},, }far liafu.ue lloar,~t 

on thl't reC<llllllenda\{Qn of the Olxe~Uve Dh'eotor vf the Iter l'fofugee 
Board that 2851 000 fvod parcele bo proaured by thle Government tor 
dlatr1buUon to u~~aedmlla~ed paraonR In conoontratton e.nd refug .. 
camps loo11.ted tn \hat. pnn of lturope 11011 held or oc11Up1e4 by the eneay, 
the tollovll\&' at apR ahould be tnken ""' •:rp•dl ttouel;y ao JlOtlelblo& 

(1) The unobligated balances of tunde allocated to the Depa.rt•ent 
of A&rl011lture from tlut IIJ'PI'OprlaUou for lloretgn liar Bolhf, oonUnued 
available gn\!1 June JO, 1945 b;y the Second DefiolenOJ Appropriation 
Act, 19114, ahaU be a•allable to the \lal' Food Adlalllh\ratlon to proaure 
nooenai'Ji' ~rloultural •lWpllea up to n value of$78), 750 • 

..-----
(21 The unobllgnted bolancee of the fttnd~ allocattd to the creasury 

iJapnrtmant from \he eae souroee ae aboYI, but 11ot 111 all amount in 
exoeas of $28!),000, aball be nvatlable to the Seort~bry of the 'l'naftuey 
to proaure the ~\erlalt, other than n&rlcultural auppll••• neoeaaarT 
for tl•e paokag.Lng and hnnaportatlon of the pareeh and. for retabur•e­
ra.nt ~o the Amfrlcllll lrat.lonnl !'led Oroae tor the 001\ of tho paclt&gtnc 
I)Ur;l tran&tlort~ttton ot the parcels to the ln\er1111.Uoaal Oo111111 "e• of the 
I<ed. Croes. 

(J) Aa ~~&reed betweu t;,a hlorioan ~Uonal lied Cro•• ,.., tne •ar 
RefUBee ioar.t. tho Cll&.lll'tlaJI of the Aaerlaau llatiollal led Cnae shall 
nrrM&e tor the p&cka&lng ot the 2115,000 food pal'aell and their ebit>­
!llent to tlJO Jnternettonnl Goult\ee ot the a.d. Oroe1 for uUt•ete llis­
trtbutlon aaon&.auoh una•elmlla,td ~ercon•. 

(4; ~ne l>ll•cu\tve ll11'eotor of th• lfar .l!etucee ioMr4 ahall eaerohe 
O"f'ol'-ail I'BII;;onetli1Uty tor thts proJect.. 





AIR MAIL 

LEGATION OF THE 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

Dear Gen. O'Dwyer: 

With reference to the general matter of the 
distribution of War Refugee Doard paf.cels from 
switzerland in Gerrnnny both during and after 
hostilities and in particular to the Legation's 
wire Ho. 2823 of May 19, 1945, I am pleased to 
forward for the Board's information and reC'ords 
a copy of the most recent accounting of the d:i.s­
tribution of our parcels which was received/from 
the Dlvisionof' Special Assistance of the Inter­
national Red Cross on June 16th. 

Enclosure: 
As stated above 

Sincerely yours, 

~df ~. )~e{l~ 
Roswell D, McClelland 

Spec. Assistant to the Minister 

Brig. General William O'D~Jer 
Executive Director, War Refugee :Soard 

c/o Department of' State -
Washington 25', D. C. 
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COMITE IN'l'ERNATIOl~AL Dg LA CHOIX-,HUUGE 

Agence Centrale des Prisonniers de uuer1;e 

Mr. •(. JJ • McC le 11and 
Legation des Etats-Unis 
d'Amerique 
29, A1penstrasse 
BERilE 

Geneve, 1e 15 J'uin 1945 

Pa1ais du Conseil-General 

Conce~: Colis du War Refugee Board arrives en Suisse, 

li~onsieur, 

lious avons 1' honneur d 'accuser reception de votre 
1ettre du ler juin 1945 et nous empressons ·de vous 
transmett.re, en annexe, un etat sur l'emploi des colis 
du War Refugee Board arrives en Suisse durant les mois 
de mars et d'avril 1945, 

Comme vous' pourrez le constater par cette annexe, 
un total de 53l874 colis a ete distribue a ce jour en 
grande partie a des personnes israelites, raais egale­
ment a d 1autres persoru1es necessiteuses pour lesquelles 
nous n'avions pas de colis. · 

Etant doru1e le nombre considerable de personnes 
des pays baltes (Estoniens 2 Lithuaniens, Lettons) ainsi 
que d'Ukrainiens, d'IsraelJ.tes Hongrois, Bulgares, 
Roumains et autres deportes qui ont besoin d'urgents 
secours et pour lesquels les gouvernements ou Croix­
Rouges respectives ne disposent ni de fonds ni de 
marchandises, nous regrettonn tout particulierement 
de ce qu'il est impossible au War Ref~ee Board de 
mettre un nouveau contingent de colis a notre disposi­
tion. 

Weuillez agreer 2 Monsieur, l'assurance de notre 
consideration tres dJ.stinguee. 

Pour le Comite International 
de la-Croix-Rouge 

Division d'Assistance 
Speciale 
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DIVISIV1i D 'ASSl A.JCEJ SP:;;:CIALE 

----
MGS/RR 

15 juin 1945 

TABLEAU D 
1
UTILISA1'Iu,·l DES COLI::> DU WAR REFUGEE BOARD 
i\ l'IO'i'RE DISPuSITION El>T SUISSE 

~:ombre total de colis arr'ives en Suisse •••••••••••• 
Colis dBterio1"1es ............•..... ·, .......•.•...... 
Total a distribuer 

Dates ;Q,££>J!igation 
31.3.45 I.- Par r~ 

THERESI.i!:.~STi\.DT 

............. ······ ······ ....... . 

WIE!•i 

16.4.45 
26.4.45 
25.4.45 
27.4.45 
20.5.45 
23.5.45 
30.5.45 
30.5.45 
28.5.45 
29. ?.45 
4.6.45 
6.6.45 

21.,2.45 
7.6.45 
7.6.45 

13.6.45 
4.5.45 
7-5.45 
4.5.45 

19-5.45 
25. ').45 
4.6.45 
7.6.45 

2.- Distribues aux rapa­
tries en gare GENEVE 
(Detainees from 
Mauthausen) 

3·- Par cami.£!12 
MAUTHAUSEN 
UFFING 
L!u>iDSBERG a/LECH 
THEHESIEHSTADT 
UFFil<G 
LEIP.c,I>J 
TI!ERESI.:>.:HS1'ADT 
TI!ERESIEiiSTADT 
lJFFI1;G 
LiliZ:: 
SALZBURG 
LI.1~Z 
LAl•iDSBERG 
bUSTENAU 
THERESIEUST.4.DT 
AuG3BURG 
LUSTKiAU u.HOHEllEJ•,lS 
1'ISIS 
SCHULS 
SCHULS 
BREGENZ (Deleg.) ICRC 
BREGE!~Z (Deleg.) ICRC 
LUSTEHAU 

4.- Pour l'Italie du nord 
5.- Pour St. Margrethen 

900 
3.66o 
(J, 550 
4.230 
4.800 

42 
1.920 
1.920 
2. 550 
2.550 
2.700 
5.100 

36 
252 

6 
240 

1.080 
30 

6.564 

o04 

102) ~or deportees 
174) ~n area 
24 ) ditto 36 ) 
~ 40.956 

4,998 (Balzano area) 

6.- Restent actuellement en stock 
5.550 (Deporteesin 

transit) 
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DEPARTMENT 
OF 

STATE I 
INCOMING 

TELEGRAM 
, DIVISION OF 
CENTRAL SERVICES 

TELEGRAPH SECTION 

/ · /I/ ~ ~·r.·r /1-f) .,. w v-·'t· {(,' 
StoclgwJ.m {j t/)t-t}•t).t .. AdoR;..237 

Dis tri bu tion 
reading only 
urrangcmen t, 

of· true 
by specin], ..... ·;;) Patog \fUnQ 8 1 194~ ·• (J. l.._ 

Secretary of State, 

'-"·Jashi ngton. 

2071, June 8, 4 p.m. 
~· 

Rcc 1 d 6:10p.m. 

The following tcl0gram hlis been 

June 8, 4 p.m. 

FOR MCCLELLJ.ND FROM ofsEN 

SupplomEJnting our 33, f,!ay 23 following info (_{f) 
/ . / . / 

n0d by i~.MCROSS rep "11isler, 224,000 ·,-,RB food parcels 

<" shipped from Goteborg distributed us follows. 

Mo.r 5, tv10 wagons to Nucngammc 10800 parcels. 
I 

l:Io.r 15, by SS \•:t:.GDELENi. 5 to Lubeck for po·::s. 

compensate for those given NOR'::EG civilians 13200. 

Mo.r, 16 wagon to Nuengammc 5400, 

Mar. 17, sa'lle plcce same amount, 

Mar 17, two wagons to R::i. vensbruck 9600. 

Mar 17 by SS !l!i,GDELENl, 7 to Lubeck for ci v 

internes 140376. 

May 22·to Koopcrativo for Bundet for ·:;Jc 

39288, 

Total 224,121 parcels, 

Of parcels 

DECLf\SSIFIED 
State J:?ept.-_L€tt€r. l-it-72 

-By R H, I'axk~D~i;; $ EP · 21 1972 
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-2-2071, June 8, 4 p,m, from Stoclmolm 

Of p!lrcels sent IRC rep Lubeck 53)310 on 

hand at latest reporting date, He Vlf!.s, hov10ver, 

distributing those l'O.pidlv as possible to camp nr0"s 

in roach and also using them help feud 10;-000 

former camp inmates nov1 in Lubeck area, Hence 

assumable supply '."iRB parcels in Lubec!< virtually 

exhausted, Local ·;;Jc group distribu (~:-) s kosher 

food parcels as foll ''WS. 

' BerGen-Belsen 7500, 
I . 

· Ravon'sbr>.l"ck s·amo amount, 

Various camps Germany 10835, 

Destined Lubeck but instead sent Denmark 10,000. 

To Dane Jews in Sweden· 2000. 

Total 37,835. 

/cs indicated above parcels in ton -distributoci 

by Dane mosaic community to inmates Ravcnsbruck 

as they passed thru Denmark (~f) •:;RB as 2071. 

Reports reached us many of these not -given food for 

several days and in critical condition. 

JOHNSON 

(-l:·) appar"ont ommision 

JM 





·~· 

Figures Submitted by War Food Administration Coyering the Procurement of 
Commodities for War Refugee Board Parcels 

.Qommodity 

Chee;:se 
Canned luncheon meat 
Chocolate 
Dried whole milk 
Oleomargarine 
Army biscuitll 

tl II 

Camel cigarettes 
Ascorbic acid tablets 
Soap 
Salmon 

w,;oo 
138,744 
71,244 

285,072 
285,000 
17,530 
37,154 

5,f"{oo,ooo 
1,995,000 

35,625 
142,512 

i 54,204.15 
51,071.67 
12,423·53 

131,684.24 
50,929.50 
2,832.15 
5;988.85 

1Ju755o36 
7,832.45 
6,447.41 

73,384.11 

Total$ 4111 553·48 

Note: These figures are not complete as they do not cover all commodities 
but represent only the expenditure figures as of J1,1ne 1, 1945· 
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\VMB-409 
Distribution of true 
rending only by special 
['.rrcmscment. '!/) 

Secretnry of State 

Wnshington 

1882, May 23, 7 p.m • 

Dnted 
c:;~/&/ 7<3./ 

Mny 23, 1945 ,( 
{); \;rw:t~~':f...£ ..... , 

10:25 p.m. ~· c:? 

. stclckholm 

Rec•d 

~ ~ I 
FOR MCCLELLAND FROM OLSEN 

Will mnke continued effort to supply requested 

informhtion but delays will necessarily be encountered 

since nt present we hnve no communicntion with Lubeck, 

(Re yoqr 21, Mny 19) Jl.ccordi)1P-: .to our most recent 
--_:: . I I 

i;.f'ciirmation IR6 delegr'.to in LUb·oCk Vlf'.S distributing l 
Q) ! 

:;J YjJRBj pnckr.gos to civilio.n internees in inm10din to nrerc 
"' f; 1 . . \ . 
" c,r.nr, whenever possible V/(\S despatching by trucks food 
~ l ''t;•}. I . . 

~? ,'_ .p.n•c!u~ges to vnr.ious concentrC'tion cnmps within rench, 
I-, p /·; 

1:; ,·: ;I;t is knovm thr.t quite_ re_centl~ the IRC delegnte ~br..; 
- . • ,.., ···j ' 

~ ¥ ~ / , . . ,_.-· 

"' 

0 

c !,C'_vensbrueck. AMCROSS representntive Whisler nnd IRC ~ N ~~ 
f; 50' nrded f' fairly_ substnnt.l· .. n·l shipment of pnr.cels tc 

~:; ., delegrte in Goteborg nrc of opinion thnt most of \'JRB i . ...Q 

------./ pnclcnges in Lubeck hnve nov1 been distributed.-_ -It 

Will be impossible tci supply more ·precise details until 

cormnunic:otions-n:r>-e.reest"-blished. 

Rptd to Dept nnd :iRB. 

JOHNSON 

DECLASSIFIED 
sf.ate Dept~ Letter, -1-1_1_-72 ._ -_ _ _ . 

By R. H,Parks Date -S EP~ 2+ 1972 





DEPARTMENT 
__.OF 

, DIVISION OF 
.JENTRAL SERVICES 

STATE TE::A~~~ 
%;P-·/Ci-f· . ~/ ' 

!J.~~~ / 
DB-1205 Born 
T;lis to1ogrm;l must bo 
paraphrased bororo being 
coJ:ll'.lunica ted to anyone 
other than a Government 

Dated May 19, l\J~ 0 
V1 m 

.: .. goncy. (~r .. ~±s~) 
Roc~cl 4:5~p.m. ~ ~~?:~ 

Secretary or State 

:; g ~j :-~ (_;; ·~~ 

CONTROL cip~~~ Hashing ton 

2~23, ~lay 19, 7 p.m. 
. ,.- ' 

0 1D\'IYER VIRB FRGr.'i J:!CeLELLf,l'lD 

D,PTis 1763 \'IRB l'21, May 10. 

\'/i th l'eroronco to second paragraph your 521 thoro 
.--

arc approxima toly 28,792 undistributed VffiB parcels, oxolusi ve 
I . ...-- . 

of 206,000 still in Svli_t?._?._r:!pnd, They arc located in 

re~:C ;·mrehous cs a't Go nova, 

Out of original 60,000 YJRB pa1•cels shippecl __ to 

Swi tzel'land, some 31,808 were shipped into 

C'·OP!:1c.n occupied territory f'or reii.ef· or· 

civil detainees or othorv;ise used ror this 

same category· of' b_ene_;t:~qiarios, through IeRe•S Div, or 
'/ 

S; ocial J,ssistm1co, as follows: 16 March 1170 tci Thorosoin-

·stactt 16 f..larch 4902 to Vienna area 19 March 492 to 

Thoroseins tadt 16 J.pril . 9,qo to l\Ia~th~~~6n 17 ;~~~.' i230 
.-- ._.. . / . . -

to Thorosionstac1_t 19 i.pr. ,:3660 to cdno61'.l.tl;'M~8l_l!~eiunps in· 
· ·-:__ ---;-._ ·, ~ _:-?:: _t:_,/,:JH;(~-:z-M~/:_·.~ ; , - --

\iurtomborg and Bavaria princiin:il:ly,.Ii!:i..cha<U/23·',J':]br. 8550 to 
/ . · · , _ < ,; 'i(',_c'•,,:;' · · · ·_ ' 

Lands borg-am- Loch lst !lay J:5,0Cfi-t'o}Jemporury rene dpporteo 

camp at Hooohst · · 

~---'--'-------=~-=-1 



• 
-2- 2823, May 19, 7 p.r,J. from Born 

camp at Hoechst 4th May 804 fer convoys of rescued 

detainees incoming from Hauthauson and 11 Hay 5000 to 

Bolzano nrou (Logt 1 s 2552, May 1), 
..--

Delivery of 2,000 gallons gasoline and corl'Osponding 
,/ 

luoricant s allotted wool•ly oy 'SHAEF to ICIW. for 1."ffiB 
~---~--~·-·-•-• ••••••v•--·--..--.·-~~--------------·---•·-~---~-·-..._,,_,.,_,.._ __ .,._, ____ _ 
programs has been s_tgp.p,o,d as of Hay 16, 
":':':":"'------~~-------- .-. ----~ .. ,. ....... <»...-~"" 

ILRRISON 

DU 





'Fim-Washington ltlerry·Go:Ronntl 

:Pauley Stands Pat on Hard feace 1 

B D ·p· what would be happonlng In Wash· Hltlerism, the Germane would not 
' Y rero eanon lngton and elsewhero In the world. g0 In for extermination ·bY shoot• 
l At the Chicago Democrat~c Con.. ' As the gubernatorial trio left, Jng,.- .would accomplish the same 
) venUon last ·July, there was a Ht .. 1\fcGrath of Rhode Island dropped end. by mass starvation, 
·• tie tunnel under the speakc_r's behind for a mom.ent and Truman To ·help he'ad this off, O'Dwyer 
t stand to the tl~qr of the convention ~!~h~n~~~g~!nl~ ~t~~ga h~:P~ \;ent to <~secretary Morgenthau, 
s hall, Off. th1s passagc'Yay were of weeks. McGrath, who Jed R~ose- Acting S~cretary of. State Grew 

little doors .. One was marked: vel& and Truman by more than and· Secretary of War Stimson, 
"Edward Pauley," IO~OOD voteS In Rhode Island last who advised him to go to Swftzer-

To the lit~e year, Is serving _his thlr~ term as Jarld talk to ihe International Red 
office be It f n d Uovernor and was u .. S. 'Attorney Cro;s therC· 
this do I> r, big, ~~r!:"f:alsland ·.for seven ye~~s Cl'DwYer • did not . tell lheni so, 
1 n g r a t f 

8 
t· A close friend of Bob Hannegan, but he turned thumbs down o~ this 

:~ge ~·:;';;;·~~ McGrath seconded Truman's VIce ~~::i.,!:~!~zlnle ~~.~~~~·~·. ~ ~~! 
Pauley hauled Presidential nomlriation last year at mei'oy ·Qf the State Department. 
from the floor Chicago, . Instead be went to see Secretary of 
delegate · after NOTE-La_ter In the day a re- Commerce Henry \Vallac,. Wal-~ 
!"~~at~.~~r\~~ porter called McGrath and asked ~~~~,;.~r~.Ja~D1:e~wl~s :;'1~,.~:: 1 between T r u- PAULEY him If he had discussed horse- In Washington who Jn turn -~ · 
man arid WaHace,. Ther~__h~ racing wi~h the President. The ranged by cabie with SwltzerJa 
convinced California's AttorJ!CY .Goverllor said he had not, hung up to furnlsQ. the trucks to carry fo 
General Bob Kennedy,. who had ar- the telephone and turned to a relief into Germany. 
rl~d as a WaHace supporter but friend. 10Lord, what a story the.re- Next O'Dwyer put the heat· an 
wl , after listening to Pauley, porters could have made out of that , d 
vo d for Truman and took half -the GOvernors of Maryland and General Eisenhower s hea quarters 
of Callfor~la's delegation With Rhode Isla~d, two of the h~ttest to give ~im an allotment of 2~00 
hi • . horse-racing. States, closeted with gallons of gas a week, together Wtth 

In those last frantic hours when the President as VE-Day gets close. the necessary tires. All this he 
it was nip and ~uck bet~een You ~no~, I didn't think of h~rs~- turned over to- the International 
Wallace .and Truman, Pauley and racing, and-1'11 bet O'Conor dtdn t Red Cross, which ~egan a shuttle 

his little office did a tllrivh)g bus!- e 'cr." ~~~~:~~~. se~~~:Y!~ t;~:e c~~~e~! 
~tess. Perhaps h~ Upped the. scales 'Dwyer Saves Refugees that all refugees, regardless of race 
fot• the m~n who DOW sits in t War' Refug~e Board Direc~Ol' o~ creed, were to be fed, 
White Hotise. General William O'Dwyer ·wol}'t And though man.y starved In Nazi 

: Last week, after the ·political admit ·it, but he . Plans to resign ~~~:n b~~~P';;1:~:r d~:6!oll r:r~~~ debt was paid which made. Pauley soon and devot_e his fulJ time to t•ight Bill. 0. 'Dwyer. 7 
United States member of the Rep- getting elected Mayor of -New • · ' · 
aratlons Commission, Big Ed bad. York. Capital Chaff 
a talk \vith old frien~s, in~l.uding O'Dwyer has done a bang-up job About. U~e . fiJ:S~ to . benefit. from 
his ~hief _in. ~h~ _ ~h_ite ~ouse. as head of the Wat! R~fugee Board, f,{;;~:Yc~~'l:m~: i';.~~ h~:~~~:~~ 
Judgmg by ·what Big Ed told has even achieved what some peo- that farm machinery manufactur­
them, there is no· ~oubt-where he pie consider. "the jmpossi91e" in ers be given first crack,at,ahy steel 
stands regarding a ha:rd peace for getting the stuff:y_ St<!te and War that can ·be spa.red by the rn_ilitary~ 
Germany, · - · Departments to rush aid to starv· pris~n~:~~~~~g~:•l: ~~t.::•1;:.~ 

State De_partment appe~sers, h~ ing refuge~es, . Americans Writing· .to th_ern lo"rig 
1 told them~· will arrange his trans- Early last~ Febtuat•y,- O_'Dwyer were forbidden use of the com~on 
J portation and his hotel acoommo· found the Government· had more 3-eent stamp bearing the large. "V." 
dations, but that's all. Otherwise, than 1000 tons of food in _Switzer- Letters were :cetur~ed bY .. the- ~os.t 
Pauley Js determined that1 the fOI· 1 nd and another 2100 tons of food Office .with warnin~s. against ·se!!d­
icy of Franklin_ Rooseve t be ore a . · _- ·. - ing any kind 

9
f propaganda. -. -. 

he died shall be carried out. '!h~t _in ·Sw~den lying idle, while r~fu~ Meanwhile, parents of-U.S. prls~­
P.oli~y was that every potentl_al gees d!ed. O'Dwy~r figured ~ a ers received frOJ!l their s~ns t­
war factory In ~er~any. be _trans- resu~t of ~lis studies of_Nazi ps~,- ters with German statp~s ·on ~h h 
ferred ~r ~ w_ip~d .out~- President Chology .-that ·in the last days ot we~e_ pictures of_,__!!!tler.-___ ~-~~ ___ :(Ulf·~ ... -··~.a_~,- re,.e~~~~~~~d __ .- tb~~ : .. '.~{ .','b·"'J~~oo:-·~-"- __ -_____ , --- . ---· --:-· 

ntauley, who is·~ good ·a,_bllst:-t~~ 
~~ .. ~~;:~ ~h¢.rt~;:~fh:~~~;:r:ui::t~sf 

, m'ats · · ~~e~·· it_ 'c-om~s- -£~-. Car~iig.r.-~:- .-
:l~t .. ·. ·. 

-·-o- --.~--~-----·-



President Harry Truman is de· 
termined to cement his relationship 
with State leaders as well as Con­
gress. That was the reason be­
hind the recent visit to the White 
House· of Governors Howard 
McGrath of Rhode Island, Her­
bert R. O'Conor of Marylantl and 
Robert- Kerr of- Oklaho,ma. 
McGrath and O'Conor had actu­
ally been asked by Truman_ to 
come to Washington, while Kerr 
happened, to be in town and~ wa,s\ 
invited to join them. 

Truman opened the :conversation 
by t~lling the Governors that since 
they live among their constituents! 
fro~ day to day, they are perhaps 
able to keep a clpser check on what 
the people are thinking than mem~ 
bers of Congress. He asked their 
heip in seeing to it that our for­
Cigil pOlicy is understandaQie to 
the Ainerican.public, "and in tu~n h; 
unde'rstood b:t the public. 

Foreign policy was the only sub­
ject discussed, aside from the ar­
rangements _for the annual Gover,. 
nors' Conference, to_ Qe ~eld- ih 
July at ¥ackinac Isla~d, ·Mich. 

Truman was invited by .the three 
Governors to_ -attend the Mackinac 
Island sessions, or at least _to come 
ouf and Speiak _to the .. Governors. 
The idea appealed to ·him, b~t; P,e 
said he- ~ould not repl¥ de!in~tely 

• ~ntU- mu:h Jater, wh~ he k}lew 
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H fevcnce your tw, l!tiOO of l:[',y J., 11>46, 

property in :.;Hi tr.erlLit(t uill follOI·I· 

P.equenta received py you oohoe:rning rel:l.e.t vntl. aosietance 

of Jefutsees, llberateCI. fr~m the Gerr;o~s ehdu:ld. be rore~ret1 to 

Ui:iiliJ~, tiie np~ii'Opria te o111 tary au tnor1 tl:~isV~V~~~~c it!t&~~~ern..; 
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Xou t:Jlioul.d begin nov to t1ind up eJ.l llor,rll. a.ctiv1t1es in 

Uuitzerland !U'Id pr·epnr.o :final. reports. Bou.rtl uould appreciate 

Jmo\·Jitlt'; 1101; long thin ~111:l td~e. 

\llill: t1HV :Itg 
. 5/10/45 

C:RE'\J 
(Acti~) 

(GW) 

. -.t •.; .'. ~ " 
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OB URilEN'l' 

OA:iif.r> W 1\lf.i'Jlll)MJ r.·>~OA'J.'WH, llfiHH,· S~IITZlif!l,f.!iil FOH lloOI,?.r,t.Al!li ~'HOI! 
~IN! RHF1iG}1'i': 1'ClUUl 

!!ei'o1•enco yonr no. ::JI5fl0 o:f 1Jny 1.- 1045. 

'i'he YJxooutivo Or<1or ootabllshine the \fnr llefugoo lJoarcl strictly 
lir•tits Jlom.•<l'n Mt1vlt1oe to ronone nn<l relio:f of vioti:M of enemy 
opproanion in enemy-oocnpie<1 territory• Aocor(l.in!llY, rolie£' tmd 
f\Oeintanco of rofugeoe liberated from tho GerrJP.np f'..l'O Jlf)t (ro:oe'-lt 
not) w1 th!.n l~oard 1 s Jurh<Hction.· 

In V1etf of foregoing, nll ahipmonts of Vllti> pnrcolo ahould 
ooaao. Yo\\ oro reouooted to teko etook of nll 'd'llll uarcol!l · etill 
in !Jw!tzm•lnnd and ·l'O'!lort :t'igurea nnd loaation to ll;ard. lnstruotiono 
concerning dillpoe!. tion of thane yaroelll Md o thm• II!Ul :pl"'llorty in 
Swi horll'.ncl tdll. follow. 

Rottueots reoeivo<'i by :vou concerning l'tlli<lf and aooietnnoo of 
re£ugoao libe1•ntod trom tho Germane ahoulcl bo l'aforred to lll'l'illlA., 
tho "PPl'oprinto military n>tthor1t1eo, the Intergovernmontlll 
Conuni ttee on Jlefugooo,' ).ll'iVato refugoo organhntione or other national . 
or intorrtntional groups uhioh nro nuthorhed to rloal with !!lntto:t'e of 
this natm·o. 

You Bhould begin now to ~lint\ up o.ll llonrd I.Ult1V1t1os ln 
S\11 berland Md Jll'epare :!'i!HU ro}lorto~ lloor~. to6uld aypreointe 
h-no~ring hou long this will take• 
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Times (ID) i 'lived through torments and agon 
~ears, these survivors hav~ 

New York, N. Y. ; )ies t_hat our minds cannot compre 
jhend. Some of them were born in 

100 ;cages and do not yet know that 

lt.l).ere are in this world people ~ 
..AII.A\f_ Cl) 10.tu;;,· ea.rts and generosity, w 
4ffl"\ 1 ~ J.\M\.1 bring to them oil f 

. food and clotht~g f~ _ 
,_n~,~~~------~~~ 

E-1· s·E·N-.. H. 0-.WER· AI'D. 1:111.,:· ... shelter !rom the cold, line•" haq vi••• In their pocke"'( 
))~~: t9r )their soults and hope and could have escaped but re-

NAZIOAMP VIoTIMS ·. ~~~~~. 0"·· who, up to ~~~i:i~r~~~~:d::r:::: w::o:;: 
..., e attracted the sympathy at the pkosts were Hirsch, Meyer· 

of tho humane world, must not be helm and Seligson of Germany; 

O'Dwyer Tells Los Angeles ~~~~ot~~~~~e~!e J~1o~~ 0~~e~mr~; ~faob~~~~s~~~~i~!~a~~e~ef:~~d~~~ 
; .Qro~p How General Speede~ fot;~~iaf~!Jj~~~r~":t~t:;bute to ~~~~er:f:r~.f ~oi:~! ar~ t~::e~::- ' 

· 2,130 Tons of ~ood Pte underground and resistance memory to these·heroes who w~~ : . ~~~~~:t ::~~%e~f:~n t~:;;~~a~~~~ ~a!~~/· deaths in defense of h 
LOS ANGELES, · May ·1- fare groups, spirited many persons \ 

Through the cooperation or Geller~ out of occupied EurOpe. 
al Eisenhower, 2,130 tons: of food He said that many of 11the heroic 
is on its way to the Uberat~d in-. ,lea~e~a -C?f Jewry within enemy. 
mates of Genrian concentration· 
camps, Brig, Gen. William 
O'Dwyer, chairman of the War 
Refugee Board, disclciBed tonight in 
an address opening the 194:5;cam-

W!fr!.r~e~J. ~e Unit:d·J~wi~f 
General Eisenhower provided i 

::~k~~rct fr:1 b~~~g1··~:~n!~~~t~~~ 
from Sweden. and Switzerland; 
thrOugh the facilities of the Inter-; 
national Red Cross to concent,.-a-; 
tion camp~ in the. sout.Jt-,of:-.G~.t:·{ 
many, General O'Dwyer ~aid. __ · ·: i 

. General O'DWY~r, who 11!1"' divld-; 

, ~~~:~:!~de !~r.vhlh~d~t~e::·~~!:j 
trict Attorney- of· Kihgs .CountS'",! 
N •. Y., estimated that· only 1,000,-! 
000 of 6,000,000, J8ws in Europe'ini 
1939-were still alive.{ . : . , . . : 

sa~~ar::_ :s~?~~~~~~n;teci~!!J 
still- alive His coming to an. end/! ( 
and ad~ed, "the· erilphasis _tonight j 
:~~k:e a:~~~~~~~ r!i::b~~ii 

i
save~pe_ople." .- .:1 
O_Ung ~at~~e :N~~ ._:Pe"rseeu~ i 

y rs0'fa:,~, ·~~f::ut;~fuu:r'fte~e~·~: 
:f t· phase _ot-·a.·general attacJt,l 
! ~gaitJst. the free_do"m-loving peo~J~ J 
; of the.wq~ld, General_O'D~er con-1 
!_~~~ed:·· · ,- __ _.-._, -. I 


