
····--'-'-·-··-

i 
-- ~ l· 

I . I ., 
I ., 



206,000 POW PARCELS 

J.'emorandum from President Roosevelt to Sec, of Treasury, Chairman 
of the American Nat'l. Red Cross, Executive Director of the VIRB 

Letter to ~.rr, F.B. Gatchell, Jr. from Robert\'!, Cavanaugh, State 
Department (attachoent) 

Jan. 31, 1945 

~!emorandum to Urs. Boettiger from \'iRB 
l.~emorandutn for the l•'iles re: Geurhardt, \'.a." Dept. :5/22/45 fc 
Letter to Ge:t. 0 I ~J8r from Col. r;earhardt, \';ar Dept. 

3/30/45 - Reply 
Letter fron l.!aj. ~o=ers, T.ar Dept. enclosing co;>y of 

letter 4/5/45 to American Hed Cross 
Cable 1>2009 from Bern 
Memo ran dum to Soc. Morr;on thau from Gen. 0' DvPJer 
l.!emorandum to the files from !!iss Hodel re: phone conversation 

vd th ].!ajar Sonmers 
!.!emorandum for th~ files from !.~iss Hodel 
Cable #1392 (WRD 490) to Bern 
Cable lf2120 from !:!ern 
Uemorandum for the files from !.!iss Hodel re: phone 

conversations with Haj. Sommers, 4/10/45 & 4/11/45 
Cable ~kl430 (YiRB 497) to Bern 
Letter to Gen. O'DvPJer from l>!a,i• Sommers, \\ar Dapt. 4/13/45 
Lette1· to American Red Cross from Gen. 0' DviJ'Or 
Cable t.Ll493 (\':RB 503) to Bern 
Cable #161 (copy) to Geneva sent by American Red Cross 
Letter to Gen. O'Dv~er from American Red Cross 
Let<:er from Gen. 0' ~er to /Ar. V;.s, Hay of FEA 
Cable #2421 fran !:!ern (copy) 
Letter to Col, A.E. Howse of SPB from Gen, 0 1 Dwyer and roply 
Letter to Gen. O'Dwyer fran David Vieintruub of UI<RRA 
~lemorundum from l.!r. He Cormack to Miss Hodel 
Letter to !.lr, O'~Jor from Maurice Pate, Dir. of Relief to POW 
Cable #1998 (r;RB 534) to Bern 
Letter 6/12/45 to David \',eintraub and reply 
Cable ffol831 (Rome 56) (copy) 
Letter to Maurice Pate, Dir, of Relief to POW 
Cable #2378 (V;llli 5•10) to Bern 
Cable # 3692 from Bern 
Cable f/2410 (V;'ill 5•12) to Born 
Cablegram to American Legation Stockholm from Amcross 

fl tt II 11 U II II 

Cable ff3733 from Bern 
Letter to V•RB from E.B. Cartmel, UNRRA 
Lotter from l.Jr, Pehle to H.M. Glasser 
Cable #2465 (\'iRB 543) to Bern 

'Letter from American Red Cross to Gen. O'Dvr3er 
Cable #3894 (copy) from Dern 
Letter frorl Gen. 0' ~Jer to Karl Borders, UNRRA 
Cable #8864 from London 

Air l!ail letter #453 to Harry D. \\'hi te from Wm. H. Taylor, 
London (encl. iFl and lf2) 

Letter to Gen. 0' Dwyer from J. McAnsh, UNRRA , 
Letter to David Weintraub, IDIRRA from,M,L. I!'R/,[man (encl.) 
Letter to M.L. Hoffman from A. Cairns, IDH?~atto.chrnent) 
Letter to !l,L, Hoffman from J. l.fcAnsh, UIIRRA 
Voucher on Form 1080 (attachments) 

1. Letter or· July 20, 1945 to Gen, 0 1 Dv~or from H.!.!, Reedall 
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2. Memorandum to Geri·. D1 Dvi'Jer from Royall Tyler, Oct. 29, 1945 
3, Two copies of receipt dated Oct. 29, 1945, signed Royall Tyler 

Letter to Mr. Gatchell from Robert VI. Cavanaugh Jan. 
Memorantlum for the file3 from !.!r. Gatchell (encl. Schedule of 

Collootions - !lumber VIRD-M-46-9 
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r.~emor:!ndtml fer The Filea 

FfB 2 8 1946 

.::~ebject: Corcj:ldion of Sale of 206,COO Food P<;rcels to u:·m:;. 

I ·::c.s advised o:r. Febr,;ary 5, 1946, by !.;r, Carlson of the 
Lf:nd ~-G:::.se c<'iscc;.l Divhi.on of tha Cffice• of Foreign Liquidation, 
Dcpart:"c!lt. of State tJ-.at a new anci satisfactory receipt had bec;n 
r(cCEi.ved from i.::·. Tyler and that the. ·.;..tr Refugee Eoard voucher 
>'!OnlC: be placed :'.n line for !'ayment as soon as funds could be 
tre.ns::',.rred from Treasury Cash to Disbm·sinc; Officer 1 s Cc.sh. 
This tr1:.!':;fer r:as completed on Februar·y 21, anc'. the voucher was 
forwarded to the Disbur::;in;; Cf;oi.ce• for payment on February 25. 
A check ·,;·ac; received by thi.s cffi.ce on February 26, ::.nd uas 
deposited. to the ap::>rorriate rrocei.pt 2.ccmmt on FcbrUUl'J' 27, 
as ;:er the atts.chec: co;:•y of Schedule of Collections number 
·:.RB-I.:-46-9. 

Frank B. Gatchell 



Memorandum for The Files 

FEB 2 8 1946 

Subject• Completion of Sale of 2061000 FOOd Parcels to UNRRA 

I was advieed on J'ebruar;y s, 1946, b7 Mr. Carlson of the 
Lend Lease Fiscal Division of the Office• of Foreign Liquidation, 
Department ot State that a new and satisfactor,y receipt had been 
received from Mr. Tyler and that the War Retugee Board voucher 
would be placed in Une for PQIII6Jlt as soon as funds could be 
transferred from Treasury Cash to Disbursing Officer's Cash. 
This transfer was completed on J'ebruar;y 21, and the voucher was 
.forwarded to the Disburstng otf1oQ tor P81JI!Snt on Februarf 25. 
A check was received by this otf.'ice on J'ebruar,r 261 aJid wall 
deposited to the appropriate receipt account on Pebruar,v 27, 
as per the attached copy of Schedule of Collections number 
WRB-M-46-9. 

FBGatohelll~ 2/28/46 



Standa.rd Form No. 1044-Revised 
Form approved by Comptroller General U.S. 

June 25,1936 

Schdule No.-~-~----
sr·moULE OF COLLECTIONS 

Shut No ....•.•.................... 

------------~-~~-~--~-_(~--~9.1!!~~~-~-I'~!~-~--~~~~-) .. ~----------------------------
(Depa.rtment or Establlshment) (Bureau or Office) 

Received by -----~R .. !fL~I---~~~--~~~~~--~~~~!' __________________ at ... !~-~-'--~~~! ... _____________ _ 
(Name) (Title) (Station) 

Period .............. r.~l.9M! ------------------------------ D. o: Symbol No.---~------------
{1\fontb or quarter ended) 

D.,TE RECEIPT 
I DETAIL DESCRIPTION OF PURPOSE FUND TO BE CREDITED 

RECEI\'ED NUW.BEB 
NAME OF REMITTER FOB WHICH COLLEC'J'IONS WERE AllOUNT (Symbol and title In fuJI) 

RECEIVED 

!~ BiU •• sate Jlapart;Mat, Papmt for 206,000 t690,loo,oo U-6671.2 
WJB-1 Office of~ etaadard toocl pao»- Deposits, Pro 

L1.qv.1d&Ue (18) ase•, •tored by the 1fta D:l.apoai 
War •~~~pe Boa:rd a of Svplu 
OeDna, Switurlad ert.T. in J'orelp. 
ud uU.YUed to th .h-eu. 
1DIIIIl RQreae~ttati"fl 
in SwitserlaD4, for 
... by that agenq. 

' 

.. 

' 

Cheok ... 11.9,025.271 

PLEASE tF;CEIPT AND RETURN 

-~"' 
.. 

TOTAL, 1690,101).()1 

Received -----------------------------------------------------• subject to collection. Forwarded---~-~ .. --~~-------------

................... : .. iiii.b.;;d;i;;~i:"~;·.;.;;;u;;t8bit-~~~~!;;_I_~~,:~-U{~~~tl~lti~ By ... J~~-~~~·.:ru.t·--· 
.By ......................................... ----------~-2'-7 \946 Title ... ~Y.'D .. MJ~--

Certificate of Deposit No ........................... ~LY.~Q ............... ~---------------------------
-~Irf DEfMl.JW'J.,.,,,..,j,, , ... ,.., 





ADDRESS OP1'1ClAL COMMUNJCATIOHS TO 

THE SECRETARY OF STATB 
WA.GH1NGTON Zllo D. C. 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE. 
WASHINGTON 

Office of Foreigp Liquidation 

Frank B. Gatchell, Jr. 
Budget and Plannjng Officer 
War Refugee Board 

In reply·refer to: 
FI-580-CWC 

811 District National Bank Bldg. 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear 1.\r. Gatchell: 

Reference is made to your reimbursement voucher, Bill No. 
WRB-1, asking payment. in the amount of $690,100.00 to the V/ar 
Refugee Board for Food Packages transferred to UNRRJ. by the Red 
Cross in Geneva, Switzerland. ' 

Mr. Brownold of this office explained to Mr. McFarland of 
UNRRA that the receipt signed by Royall Tyler, UNRRA representa­
tive in Geneva, was unsatisfactory. Mr. McFarland asked that this 
office retain the voucher while he arranged by cable for a proper 
receipt from Tyler. 

This letter is to confirm the telephone conversation between 
you and !!.r. Carlson of this. office .;in which it was agreed that 
this office Ymuld retain the voucher until an acceptable receipt 
is obtained. Mr. McFarland indicated that this would take about 
four weeks. You will be advised immediately of any developments~ 

Yours very trlll;y, 

~ugh; Ohio£ 
Lend-Lease Fiscal Divisio 



Office of Foreign Liquidation 

Frank B. Gatchell, Jr. 
Dudget and Planning Officer 
War Refugee Boord 
611 Distruct National Bank Bldg. 
i'iashington, p. C. 

Dear Mr. Gatchell: 

In reply refer to.1 
FI-580-CI'IC . 

Reference is made to your reimbursement voucher, Bill N~. 
ftRB-1, asking payment in the amount of $69G,lOO.OO to the War 
Refugee Board for Food Packages transferred to UlffiRA by the Red 
Cross in Geneva, Switzerland. 

Mr. Brownold of this office explained to !lr. McFarland of 
UNRRA that the receipt signed by Royall Tyler, UNRRA representa­
tive in Geneva, was unsatisfactory. Mr. McFarland asked that this 
office retain the voucher while be arranged by cable for a proper 
receipt from Tyler. · · 

This letter is to conform the telephone conversation· between 
you and Yr. Carlson of this office in which it woe agreed that · 
this office would retain the voucher until an aciceptable·receipt 
is obtained. !lr. !.loFarland indicated th&t.tbis would take about 
four weeks. You will be advised immediate;t;y of EID;ydevelopments. 

CWCarlsonuagb 
12/28/45 

Yours veey truly, 

Robert W. Cavanaugh, Chief . · 
Lend-Lease Fiscal Division 

;, , -~~"' Ra. 1007 WOL 
CCI ~~~~&/isewj, Ffo:i2 1fQL 

Mr. Brcwnold Ra. 1008 WOL/ 
Mr. ·Stott " " " 
Yr. Carlson n .1020 " . 





:::ta.ndard Furm No. 1080 a-Revhn!d 
Funn prescribed by 

Comptroller General, U. S. 
October 7, 1943 

(Gen. Reg8, No. 98) 

VOUCHER FOR TRANSFERS 
BETWEEN APPROPRIATIONS AND/OR FUNDS 

(DISBURSEMENT) 

D. 0. Vou. No.--------------------· 
Bu.·Vou. Non!!Sio\t·-------------
BillNo. ___________________________ _ 

ACCOUNTS OF 

state ~rt.., O:l'fieo of FON!.nn ~~-" .. 
u.s. -------~~;-~;.-<~~;·:-m:r·,~~:-~~~~··1:4~ 
To U. S. --------------------------------------------------------------------------------

cnepartment, establishment, bureau, OT OffiCe blUing) 

DC·.·_·-. • 

~lt~~o~~ 
ACCOUNTING CLASSIFICATION (for completion by the billing.ollice) 

SYMBOL I 
I 

LUUTATION ~APPROPRIATION TITLE OF APPROPRIATION OR FUND TO DE CREDITED .. 

&flo ttr tl>-.111;i'UIJ .~~. ~t'tq Amount ()0,-iii:W 
·-·_:_·:::::::::1::::::::::--: ---:_--:-·:_:::,:::_-_::=-~·::~~---~-:::···:··:::::::::::::_::::::::::::::·1_::::::·:::::::::::::::::::::=::::::::=:::::_: 

MEMORANDUM 

ACCOUNTING CLASSIFICATION (for completion by the office billed) 

- ·:·:: --1 "---·~:,~:,::::·~=~::·-~~:: "~==-· .... :·~::~:. :::=~·.,·. 
::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::,::::~::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: :::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: 

--------~L~~~~:~--------~------~~:.o~~~----:I ___ ~~~~-~1~~~~N~--~----------~:.~_,::~~~-~~~o~-~~~-~-~-~~~-~---~-~-~-------~~~=::~.~-~:ss:.~:~~:=:~.-----
! i i 

::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::,::::::::::::::::::~:::::::::::::::::~::::::~::::::::::::::::::::::::::::c::::::::::::::::::::[::::::::~~:::::::~:::: :::~::::::::::::~:::; 

Paid by check drawn on Treasurer of the U. S., No. ·---------------····----------------, dated ............. _ .. ______ .. __________ .. ______ _ 
u. I GOUJIHJifllt PliiHJIHII O"ICC 
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FOREIGN ECONOMIC ADMINISTRATION 
Bureau of Supplies 

WASHINGTON 215, D. C. 

July 20, 1945 

Brig. Gen. William 01Dwyer 
Executive Director 
War Refugee Board 
Main Treasury Building 
Washington 25, D. c. 
Dear General 0 1Dwyers 

IN REPL.Y REFER To: 

SU-920-JF 

This letter is your authority to deliver to the duly accredited· 
representative of UNRRA in Geneva 206,000 standard.food packages 
now stored by the War Refugee Board at Geneva, Switzerland. The 
Foreign Economic Administration will pay for this food out of 
UNRRA funds at the price established by the War Refugee Board, 
viz., $3.35 each. 

Your Geneva representative in making this transfer to UNRRA. should 
obtain from the UNRRA representative eight copies of a receipt 
which the UNRRA. representative should sign, Your representative 
should send one signed copy of the receipt to UNRRA, Washington, 
and one signed copy to the Y0V81116il.t and Records Starr, European 
Branch, FZA, 14th Street and Constitution Avenue, Washington, D. c. 
Six copies should be sent to your naili office. Your office here 
should provide the Appropriation Accounts Division of FZA·with a 
Form lOSO_ in an original and four copies dul3 ceJ:Otified and 
supported by five S~!ld copies of the receipt. The Appropriation 
Accounts Division wliJ.___th~ process the Form 1080 and arrange for 
the transfer of funds to tJ:te War Refugee . Board. 

Very truly yours, 

~~ 
-~ Colonel, U. s. ArrrfYt · 

1 
h 

~~ Director, Proper y Contro Branc 



'Lo 

?rom 

c/o american Legation, 
Berne, 

October 29, 1945. 

General '.'lilliaf'l O'DWYER, c/o Hiss Florence Hodel, 
!J. S. Treasury :::>epartJnent, 'ilashington,D.C, 

: !-;'o:-all '~'yl"'r, UI.;}'HA l::e;Tesenta.tive in 
Switze;rland. 

'"::Jllowirw instructions fro'!l uKltPA London, 

I am sending you herewith enclosed eight 

signed copies of a receipt for parcels bou~:;ht 

by UlffiEA from the American Eed Cross, 

Royall Tyler, 



I, the undersigned, hereby certify 
that I have been informed today by the Inter­
national Red Cross that they are holdine for me, 
as UNRRA Representative in Switzerland, and will 
turn ove:r th.o sarue tc. me on de!'land' 

206,000 stffild~rd food pexcels 

49;247· standard il:walid £ood parceJ.:s. 

I1oyall Tyler, 
UNEF:A Representative in 

Switzerland. 

Geneva, October 29, 1945. 

General William 0 1 D\VTI.'R, 
c/o Miss Florence Hodel, 
U.s. 'i'reasury Department, 

'liashing~on ·25 ,,.;p.c. 
-~~· 



I, che undersi~ned, l:ereby certify 

that :!: liave been informed today by the Inter­

natior.al Eed Cross tLat they are holding for me, 

as UN1illA He-presentative in Switzerland, and will 

turn over the same to me on demand: 

206,000 standard food parcels 

4-$J;24:'7:standard·invalid food-parcels. 

Royall Tyler, 

UNRRA Representative in 

Switzerland. 

Geneva, October 29, 194-5. 

General William O'DWYER, -
c/o Miss Florence,.Hodel, 
U.S. Treasury -De.~tment, 

Washington 25,D.C. 

'. 
I 
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UNITED NATIONS 

RELIEF AND REHABILITATION ADMINISTRATION 

·1344 CONNECTICUT AVENUE 

WASHINGTON 25, D. C. 

/. 

17th October 1945 

rlir. M. L. Hoffman 
Treasury Department 
Washington, D.c. 

Dear Mr. Hoffman: 

This is in continuance of' M.r. Cairns 1 s letter to you 
of' 12th October in which he indicated that we had 
twice requested our European Regional Office in London 
for information about the receipts f'or 206,000 prisoner 
of' war packages purchased from the "War Refugee Board, 
A cable received from that office today states the 
position 11 to be that no receipts yet signed because 
UNRP.A has not taken title thus avoiding payment storage 
charges. This agreed by V/ar Refugee Board Official 
Switzerland. Delay in shipment unavoidable and caused 
by problem transport from Switzerland to Yugoslavia." 
We have arrs.nged that as soon as the receipts are 
signed copies will be sent to us in Washington and 
tiH>se in turn wiil be tl•ansmiGi;eu t;o ypu. 

Sincerely yours, 

J,11f7nsh 
_ -.,.;,.. Acting Chief _ .ood - Division 





UNITED NATIONS 

RELIEF AND REHABILITATION ADMINISTRATION 

1344 CONNECTICUT AVENUE 

WASHINGTON 25, D. C. 

Mr. M.L. Hoffman, 
Treasury Department, 
Washington, D.o. 

Dear Mr. Hoffman, 

12th Octo~r 1945 

I very much regret that your letter of 25th September 
to Mr. Weintraub has just been brought to my personal attention. 
As yuu will see f':rom the attached copy of my cable to our 
London Office, I am at a loss to understand why there has been 
so much delay. I shall be leaving Washington to-morrow for 
a few weeks but I have asked Mr. James McAnsh, who will be 
acting in charge of the Food Division during my absence, to 
g~e this matter his personal attention and to communicate 
w~ you so soon as we receive a reply to the attached cable 
t~ondon. 
~ J 

a 
w 
tO 

Attachment 



:r: 

CABLE 

Addressed to: Lordon No,_ 

1, Reference 

(a) Cairns's 29 September letter to Gaumnitz and enclosures 

re row parcels; 

(b) Levison's 25 August letter to Glasser with Dykstra's 

attached memorandum; and 

(c) American Embassy cable 8864 Treasury Washington, 

Hoff'man Acting Director Liquidation of Vlar Refugee Board wrote 

~intraub 25 September requesting UNRRA forward eight signed 
S! 
~ies receipt for parcels in order execute payment, Cable 
~ .. · 

sggnest explanation delay and when we may expect by air mail 
10 

si~ed copies receipts. 
""" 
0 
w 
10 





Liquidation of 
War Refugee Board 

Dear Mr. Weintraub:; 

S£P 2~ 19~5 

Reference is maJe to the agreement made between the War_ 
Refugee Board and the UNRRA for the purchase by the latter of 
206,000 standard prisoner of war parcels set forth in your 
letter to the Board of May 30, 1945. Payment for these pack­
ages has not ~'et been offeoted because of certain confusion 
which arose concerning the place of delivery. 

The War -Refugee Board was terminated by Executive Order 
No. 9614, providing for ita liquidation by the Treasury Depart­
ment. In order that this matter may be straightened out as 
promptly as possible, it is requested that the UNRRA forward 
to the War Refugee Board eight signed copies (as requested by 
the FEA) of a receipt for the parcels. In this connection, a 
copy of a cable dated August 30, 1945, and of a letter and en­
closures to Mr. Harold Glasser of the Treasury Department are 
enclosed i'or your infonnation, 'lhese documents indicate that 
appropriate instructions have been issued by the UliRRA and 
that receipts were to have been forwarded promptly to your 
office. 

I would appreciate having a prompt reply from you on this 
long delayed matter. 

Very truly yours, 

8/ 7)7 ,,(: ~~ 
U. L. Hoffman 

Acting Director 

.llr. lhvid Weintraub, 
Chief, Bureau of Supply, 
United Nations Relief and . = .... ;,;:;;:!" 
Rehabilitation Aruninistration, 

Washington, D. C. 

Enc+osures, 
{ 



.. ,~ 

6. 
~:· 

.-:;; "·· 

UNITED N ATICNS RELUF AND REHABILITATICN ADUINIS'r.ttATICN 

F.uropean Regional Office 
11, Portland Place, LCX!don, W,l, 

OFFICE OF THE illREOTOR-GFNERAL 

25th August, 1945 

~ dear Glasser, 

Attached is a memorandum from Mr. Dykstra in connection 
with the W,R,B. parcels about which you were enquiring. It 
would appear that the receipts in question ought to be in our 
hands very shortly and we will forward them CXl to Washington 
just as quickly as possible. 

Mr. Harold M. Glasser, 
American Embassy 
~ 

Yours sincerely, 

/s/ G. D. Levison 



•.. , .. 

To: Jlr. Levison 

From: Waling Dykatra 
(Chief of Food Branch) 

Jlr. Feonov handed to me to-day your note of August 2:<nd 
and asked me to go and see you. I learned from your Secretary 
that you are at the Council Session and are not expected back 
before 7 o'clock this evening. 

As you wish to provide Jlr. Glasser with the latest 
information 1n regard to the present position of the 206,000 
W.R.B. parcels, I use this minute to let you know how the ·matter 
stands. 

On August 16th we wired Jlr. Tyler, our UNRRA representative 
in Berne, to take title to the 206,000 parcela and to aend us 
by airmail the signed receipts which are required by the W.R.B. 

The reaaan why thia had not been accomplished earlier can 
be explained by the fact that we were informed in June about the 
purchase of these parcels in the same cable in which the purchase 
of 1,200,000 American Red Cross parcels waa announced, leaving 
it to our option where we wanted to take title to the goode. 

Discussions with Red Cross ofi'ici!lls lead to the assumption 
that the 206,000 W.R. B. parcels in Geneva could be substituted by 
206 1000 American Red Cross parcels in Gothenburg. As we had 
decided to take possession of the whole deal in Gothenburg if 
possible, we accepted the substitut-ion idea. 

Not before Jlr. Cairns arrived here were we aware. that the 
W.R. B. purchase stood entirely on itself and it took us 11. little 
while to separate the two purchases on the basis of the original 
agreements. This has now been done. 

Aa soan aa we obtain the .receipts from Berne, we ahall airmail 
aame to our Head Office in Washington. 

24th August 1945 

/s/ Waling Dykstra 

:. j 
I 



-•_,.­• .. 

LYF-1646-J 
'Ibis telegram mu 3 

paraphrased befor., ueing 
communicated to anyone 
other than~ernment 
Agency. (- 0) 

Secretary of State, 

Washington. 

8864, August 30, 1945, ? p.m. 

Lor 

Dated August 30, 1945 

Rec'd 10:55 p.m. 

FOR 'mE SECRETARY OF 'mE TRE.A.'WRY FOR Pl'li_LE FROM 

-TAYLOR, 

UNRRA informed us ·that its Swiss representative was 

directed August 16 to take title to War Refugee Board parcels 

in Geneva and to issue appropriate receipts. Delivery has now 

been taken and receipts will be forwarded promptly. We are 

advised that delay was due to fact that availability of War 

RefUgee Board parcels and some Red Cross parcels in Swaden was 

announced in same cable from UNRRA. UNRRA representative and 

Red Cross in Geneva thought parcels we:rf! interchangeable and 

accepted delivery of parcels in Sweden. UNRRA has now however 

bought both lots, 

VIINPNT 

l!!O!J,J!!l,IED ~ {) jj, 0 
By Authority of'~ • 

B;,: _~Date SEP 21 1972 
I 





UNITED NATIONS 

RELIEF AND REHABILITATION ADMINISTRATION 

1344 CONNECTICUT AVENUE 

WASHINGTON 25, 0, C, 

30th August 1945 

Bric;adier General 'ilillima 0 1 Lwyer 
J:xecuti ve Director, \/al1 Hefut;ee Board 
r,·ashington, D.C. 

Dear General 0 1 Dvryer: 

1. This is to acknowledge with t'mn..l{s your letter of 
23rd August, addressed to ?ir, Borders, on the subject 
of J:ted Cl1 0SS packages, 

2, AccordinG to our latest information, received by 
cable from London, our London office is confirming the 
purche.se of 206,000 standard Red Cross pe.cke.ges from 
the '.'iar Refugee Board. We arc further informed that 
the parcels vri11 be P,eli vered to Ul•TRB.A in Geneva, 
This is in agreement'with the message we understand 
you have received from your Berne representative, 

3. VIe have cabled our London office twice, inquiring 
about 11 eceipts covering the packages, and they have 
pror~ised to transmit the receipts to Washington without 
delay. 

4. We shall keep you informed of further developments. 

Sincerely yours, 

~ /4~. 
J. McAnsh 
Acting Ch' 





AIR !«AIL 
Office of Ute Treasuq 

RepNI8ntative 

UBlfED Sf.AftS Ol' .AMiSRlOA 
!mEABURY DXI'All!flU:.llf 

l'llllbaeey of the Unl ted Stat81 
London, Aui,uet )0, 1945 

Enoloeed herewith are a letter from the Office of 
Ute Director--General of Unl \84 Natloae :Relief and Be­
habUUaUon .Admlnietration ln London, a copy of a llllllliOraadlllll 
from Ute Clllt1f of Food Branch of lJJlited lfatione :Relief and· 
Rehabilitation Adalnistratioa to the Director and a letter 
fl'om Mr. l'ehle to Mr. Gla .. er. These doOUMnte cover the 
sale of certain War :Refugee Iloard food parcels which United 
Nations Relief and Rehabilltatioa Adm1n1atrat1on wae supposed 
to bU1' in Jue. i'he letter and me110raada of the United -
Nations Relief and RehabllUatlon Administration's repreeentat1'9'8 
tullf ezplaln the present situation. 

Mr. Harq D. 'tlhlte 
Aaele\ant seonbry 
fna~UT DepaJ'tllent 
WaShington 25, D. o. 

Sb .. :rel;r1 

1•1 Vm. H. ~qlol' 

Wm. 1i. !qlol' 
u. s. f:reaeury Repreeenbttw 



UHITED NATIONS l!BldEJ' Am> RJlllABtLI~ATIOlf ADHINJ8fB.A!f:tOli, 

~an l!eaional Office 
11, Portlaad Plaee, London, w.1. 

Ol'li'ICII Oi' \l'Hle DIRECTO&-GEliERAL. 

tV deu Glaeser, 

Attached ta a lDimorandu fro11 Mr. DJketra in coanecUon 
vUh the V.R.B. parceh about which 1ou were en'l\\lrlft8. Ill 
vould apJMtu that the reaelpta 1n question o\J8ht to be lJl ottr 
haDda ver,y abortJ.t · ud we 1flll torvi.U'd them on to Ws.ehlllgton 
JU.t as IJ.U10k1y ae potelble. 

Mr. narold M. Glasser 
AQarlcan Embal"f 

IDNlJOB 

Yours alncerely, 

1•1 G. L. LeTieon· 

Enol. #1 to ltr. v45J fl'OII T~lor 



'l'o 1 Hr. Lavlaon, 

Froma l'lalSng DJketra. 
(Chief of Food Branch). 

Reference .......................... . 

Oop1ea t;oa Mr. Jf'eonov. 
Mr. Gfmmnih. 
Itr •. Oa1rna, 

Mr • .feoaov hAnded to 11!8 t;o .. dq. ;your noi;e of .Au&uat 22nd 
and asked ae to BP and pe ;vou. I leame.d f:rom your 6ecret1117 
that ;vou are at the CoMo11 Seeeion ruu1 are aot expected oack 
before 7 o 1 olook thb evening, 

Aa you wish to p:rovlde Hr, Glaseer with the lateet 
info~tlon in recard to the present position of the 206,000 
li,!l,B, parcels, l use this minute to let ;you lr:now how the ll!Atter 
atande, · · 

On AugUst; 16th '!e wired Mr, !1'7lor, our UIDUU.. repreaontau.­
in Berne, to take title to the 206,000 parcels ruul to .send ue 
by airmail the dgned reae1ptl whiCh are required by the: II,R,B, 

The re&IOn why thlt had not been acoompllehed earlier can 
be BX.Pla1Ded by the taot that n were into;'llled in June about the 
purchase of theae pe.rcela in the aame cable in which the purcihaee 
of l,aoo,ooo American llad o:roali parcels waiJ &nnt>unced, l.eann& 
U 4o our opt1on where we wanted to tab tltle to the goode, 

Dlaouaelone with Red Croe• off1c1ale lead to the aee~tlon 
that the m6,ooo w.n.n. parcel,• in Genen collld 'be aubstltutecl bF 
206,000 •rtoan lied Orooa parcelrJ in Oothe~bur.t•. As YIJ hn.d · 

.declclecl to .take posaeoaton of the Whole deal Sn Gothenburg 1f 
po18lb1e, ve ltCcepted the snbeUtil,~oa 14ea. 

Hot before Mr. Oailtna arrl~ here were ve at~are that the 
ll,R.D, purchaltl litood enttreq on ltaelt and it took us a lltUe 
whlle to nparate' the two purcho. .. a on the b11a111 of the odgl~~al 
agreeaents. This has nov been d.one. · · 

As aoon as we o\tASn the- reoel:Ptl hom llerae,; wo ehall.alJomall 
same to our Head OfflO. 111. Walhla&'oa. 

24Ul J.yuet 1945. 

/e/ Waling IlJte':ra 



WASlllNOO!ON 

Dear lfaro14a 

l vou.l.d appHciate 1-. ver, much lf you would take 
up wUh the app:ropl'late Vlll.ll.A. oftlolala the following 
111atter for the llu- Jlefu&iee lloU'da 

In J'IDla of thla rear, the War .Refugee Board, wUh 
the approval of the OIU'Jlue Propan;r lloard, Jlde arrange­
Mnh for the dlepol&l to tiBllRA ot 206,ooo tdanclari. 
prlsou.er of wnr food parens 1n SWUzerli!Jld Which the 
lloarcl had -ouchaeed from the liar Iiepub!eut and whloh 
the lloard ha4 been u,..ble to distribute to German con­
centraUoa Ciampa before VB-Dq. It took over five veek8 
for tho matter to be pl'Qcell!ud tllro\f8h }'.1M. which abiaed 
the Board that, befoll.'e an'411&6ment. coUld be Illade for 
the tranflfes- of fUnds (the price 1a $3.35. a package, or 
a total of ~69(),000), the Board llllllt obtain elfJJ.t eop1ea 
t)f a reeet:pt, all of wh.ieh mllCt bll! dgned by the tiJilU!A . 
repreontaUre taldns cltl1ve1'7 ot the paok&&ee fro• the . 
War Refugee Boar«. · · 

~e Board 1~41ate1y lnetructecl 1te repre .. ntatlye 
ln Switzerland to effect the trantrer 1n Svitzerlaad to 
the tmRRA. reproaentaUre there alid to obtah the· nloe!i­
tla!7 re.eelpte for forward bE;· to 1taehl!l£&on. He. oablel 
baek f.mme4tately to the etteot that he had JIUI' baeD. 
adv1ee4 b7 the Amerlcaa Red Cro11 repa-..entaflhe Ia lien 
thn.t 'DlliiRA had taken deUrer;r o~ t.'le 2Qti,ooo food parcel• 
ln OoteD.berg, SWeden. A Clheot-Up with UNRllA IUl4 Be4 
Cro11 1n Washington reyealed · •hat net ther ha4 any lnfi)J~oo 
utl,.on conHnlng the llatteao. Howa'flr; tll11iHA lf~oa 
Clhaekecl with tTRIRA Lon4oa and wae ad"tile4 that tile 
206,000 paoleour ot vu toocl paroe~• hal· been noel ...a 
1JI. Snllen. Mr. Mo0lellaa4, the lloarcl'• l'epn~atau.,. 
ia llell'll, SwlberlNatl, apoa .luther oheelclJ1« found tllat 
t1JlJUIA Loacioa had dllpa~_,a a au J!M.ed ll)'Jtatra to t.aa 
feUre17 o~ the ~6;l101Fl)rhoan ot vu food pucela 
from the Alller1ou b4 en •• ••o• .111 sw.«en. 

Kaol. 12 •o l.tr. ~) ho• f~OI' 



fhe lloar4 h nov coafl'Oated vlth the problea of 
obtalJWlc the eight df;Md reoelptt fJ'o11 the -appl'Oprlate 
I1DBRA repnNntaU1e. OoUld :ou o"atu fl'Oa VI1UtA tv.oh 
a re .. lpt stating that 206,000 atallilard prltoD.U of var 
food parcela van noelm on a certain date from the 
tiar Retuc-e lloud aJI4 ~ to ha.,. all el&ht copiea 
of the receipt aentl to •· I undantland that Jh'. Calrne 
aJI4 M1aa Keenle7dda of the Walhingtoa UlJliRA etaff Who 
haB4la4 the uUer ln Waehluatoa are nov in LoJldon. !EM;r 
~ be able to be of aoae help. 

Slaoe the Board t2plota to be completely liquidated 
by september flret, thle matter h quite urgent. 

Mr. Bal'Old N. Glasser, 
~ Uaited States Embasey, 
Lonclon, Englanli. 

Sincerely yours, 

/s/ J. w. Fehle 

J. w. Pehle 



;.I.R ;1AIL 
otfloe ol ibe i'roanq 

:xepre,.D\•U ve 

All' ?oll.ch 

Ulil':l'lU1 S'r.\'i!k<~ Ol' N(K.illCA 
'i'l'lK.MliJl'!Y f!l!-r.\lU't(giJT 

V.mb~uy at tho Udted .~t~t\esa \, 
~ndon, A~e\ 30, 194~ 

Enoloaed herowt\b are a le\te~ t~• the otf1ee ~~ 
the :vtreot~Jr-ileneral of t:nt\oil lfaUoAo Relief M4 Re .. 
hablll\atlon Adalntstr~tloa tn Loadoa. a eov1 of A ae~randUM 
hoa the C\b.tef ot rood araaoh of UAlM4 l1aUonll .i!ellef awl 
1'tohabUUe.Uoa Mahlill\rt.Uoa to \bo Dboo,or ~ a letter 
tzott 1-l~. l'tlhle to ur. · Glatsor. 1heH 400UMilh coyer the 
taue nf certatD. 'i11r il.8~e 1loar4 food r,nroeh which liaU&d 
~&tiona ~Alief ~Jl Rehabllita\toa ~lftli\rattoa w•e euppoeod 
to b-q !n June, 'fh~ lttUer n!ld. ftiiKU'AMa of the lllll\84 
~a\loae Relief and nah~litatl1n Adslftletr~•lon'• representative 
tullT esplnln the pree•nt eltuation, 

Mr. H~ ~. Whtt• 
~•l•tea• s.oretar,r 
bue1u'7 Oepu••nt· 
Watbtnaton 2?, D. C0 

lt ...... ~c.. ---

IIIII, llo '?aylol' 
Uo ll. 'i'l"'I!IIU17 ii8pl'91Gnbtf.ft 



Ull!En 5A!10WS REIJXP AND RJRABILit~lOX AP.NIIl$fRAIZO., 

luope&A v.tponal ottt.~ 
111 Porll.-4 11aoo, ~ndoa, ~.1. 

OJ!'tCl OF fil". DllUJO'.I'rul-~Rll&l'W:., 

~ ~er Glaaaar, 

AUaohe4 it! a I!II"<~Ol'M!lua f..,• NJ-. I.l7kab• ln eoanf)o\lon 
vUh tho 'i,:R.n. l'arcel!!l abou' which >'')11 were enqnlrlJsa. n 
liOuld aJlllllal' ibe.t the redlp\8 lJa (\UfJaUttn o~~ to be 1ft our 
halide ftr,J' ann\11 nnd vo wtll fol'Y&crtl \he• on to lia&hlne\on 
Jut aa qo.lokl7 a.-. ponl\?lo. -

JU-. liaro1d. M. Glueer 
J»l'leeA leiee IT 

IONOOH 

"f()uJ'B at!\041~1¥. 

1•/ u. t. Lnboa 

u, h-h!yl!!! 



'loa Mr. L&naon. 

if<)Ml &al!ng lipdra. 
(Chltf of Foo4 ireaell). 

bien nee • • •• 11 • 11 •• , •••••••••• ~. ~ •••• 

Cep!eo to J Mr. hoaov. 
Mr. OaUMib. 
K;r. Calma. 

tlr. (80JlOY hu4e4 ~ 1!141 'tt-dq vottr no\e of ~·· 22'1l4 
c.nr.l amd .. ~ iiP Mil ... rou. l 111U'11Ct4 fro• your lltore\oi'J' 
~• ¥QU ore at ttle Cnull ~ .. lon Alld are Mt e:xpooted oaek 
'before 1 o'clock tblt e .. alq. 

AI J'OU wleb to pro'rl48 tllto GlAIMll' wUh thlt la\eat 
1Jdotlll!Uoa lll repJ'd \0 iha pHtlll' poolUon ot the 206,000 
"•!l•J• pAreele, I uee ibh 111lnu'e h 1•' JOU lcMw how tho taa'twr 
st~.- · 

011 .Ail3\ll' 16\1\ wt vbecl l~r. rt)'ler, o11r lil!Rllt.. ropreMntaUve 
tn Borne, to ti'i1D title to the 206,000 l>areelR aad to send 111 
)7 a~l the al&Q~d ~oelp'• ~h1ch are ~qul~d by ~ w.n.H. 

'Iha reaaon whJ tbil hn4 110\ beon ~Colll)lll.lbecl lft<l'ller oan 
bO explained b7 ~· tao' thftt ve won lnteraed !Jl JUM e.lwlu.t the 
pucll.aM ot lh•.•• p•reelt la thP- uaa oa'ltt. lil wh1oh the purobaee 
ot 1,aoo,ooo JJII.Ulou llltl __ Croll z;uettl~t wu.a ~uo.tt, 1••,.lnl 
1t to our opUoa lfbtU"ff vo wu'" k tab UUe to the eoocts. 

lllHUttlona vUh liD4 Orue oftlelale 1. .. 4 "-' the aeallllptlon 
that \he 206,000 w.J.n. par•t. Sn CleAIYrt oollld 'be •~bt\Ua,e4 by 
206,0C>O .merte~u ned Oro•• · par•l• la O.tb•Altug. Aa we ha4 
deolded '" 'eke poa~nua of the wbole deal 111 Go\healllil'fS St 
po••l~~. we aoaep-.4 \be .uoetl\n\loa 14ea. 

¥o\ Mtore Mr. C•l•• anhM be" ve" we aware \ha\ \hi 
~<.a.n. pmchaM 1tooc! enUI'ItJ, oa UHlt .11114_ U took u a llUle 
whU.e w ll_parau tbs tvo :pvcbAIII l)a \he liAsh- ot \he ol'lgtul 
..,_..., .... · thle lull uv •• 4o•• 

~~~ 

All aooa ,., ,,. olJkb -llir'iiNlpb ma 114tne, we lhall oll'eAtl 
•••. to ov Read ottloe 1A iiaehlll&\0•• 

24\lt •m•' 1945, 

1•1 vauaa trtcat ... 



near hrol41 

I would app~elate lt yer,r aucb lt you would \ake 
v.p wUh the e.pp..op:rute 0Nitfi4 otflolale tha tollovla& 
,..,._,. ff)r the Wa:r lie~ 1Joaria 

Ia J\IM l)f tllla teta::r, lhe !I'M' <lef!lll" lloal'd, vl\h 
\he approYal of U!e IJIU'plue l>ropeny .Board, ~ills ~­
••h for Ulo dhptual \o Ul\lftltl. of 2o6,ooo ebadar4 
pl'ltoan of lftll' food pucele la twhaulud which the 
:ioar4 hall pv.rcllaee4 hoa the i'&r llepubea\ I!Ad whlola 
\be lloe.rd htl4 been ua\le to dhblbut• to lieraim con­
oedro.\loa 4.1&11!'8 before VX..l':q. a toolc ovu. the "''kll 
tor tbe 11aUer \tl 'be pi'OO .. Mi. thl'O~ FaA whlch a4'riH4 
t~e Board tha\, o.tore arraageata\t could ~ aade tor 
the \rueter of tuada (\he pl'lcie b ~).)5 a package, or 
"- total of $69(),000) • tllfl :Board IDU"' &b\aln oldlt. e»pl•a 
"t e. ncelpt, all ot which lilut\ be elttne4 \7. ~ Uim!IA 
nprteen\6.\he ta.ttas 4fllh..-r t~t \he paolc~• troa the 
~<or Ilef~• ~ar4. 

'lll• 1l1u•rd lm.'"41atel, lntbuow4 -lh r.tu•••ntaU• 
ln <;ylhorlM<l to etfeot We tr~>:ntfer ill h'vUael'load io 
the tni!IM rapreaen\!'U'f8 \ben and. to ollb.lll Ute Me,.,. 
•~r.r noelph tor fo:rw•r-Jln& .t& ilathltl&ha. llo oaltltd 
baelc S.ue4latdt \Q ijle etf•c' that be had Jua\ lleen 
•bh•4 'b7 the Amerlou >'!414 oro.• Hprenuh.Uw ia Jlua 
thn.t l.JlWIA hat taken 4ellwry of the 0!06,000 food Jl8-I'Hh 
in lkt~abere, SWM.u. A ebeek-'llJ) wUb W!UtA. All4 l?ANl 
""'' lD llaehtnfi\o~t re••lled \he\ net\hn ha4 _,. latol\o 
111t<Uon coa .. nltt£ \h• •''-"· ~.,..... tsUMA liallhf.qtoll 
¢teelatd vUh UIJRRA Lo~M!oa d4 wat a4.'ff.•4 thrt.\ U.. . 
206,000 prliiOAU of wu toot paroelt hd bHa noelYtlt 
lu llwe4en. Hr. ll.aOlellllAII, t.he »41•1'11'• npiW•ataUw 
la ~na, Swl tl .. rlu40 upoa tvu. ... 1~114 touil.d \ba\ 
UlllRA IAA4f! hJod 4bpa\che4 a -.n 1l!IM4 l'fltetra h h.a 
4elhe~ \he 206,000 'Pl"ltOan ot Wal' food punt-
two• \he jMl"le&a lle4 Ctoet ttoek ln $'vt4ltn. 

xnel. #2 to lt:r. 1~5} lroa farlor 



filo llOaJd h uov ooat~~ta\N t~l~ tbo :P"""-• ot 
o\\alaiq the olp\ ol..-t n•l:P•• hoa \lw apJtnpl'lah ', 
UllllltA npnt .. taUfll. Co•14 10\1 o~tAla Ina tiRIUIA. tv.all 
a ..... lp\ tk\lac Uta\ 2061000 etM!Iari pl'liiiAtiP of WAI' 

tori ,-t. "" .... s.-. oa a oer..U ~aD fi'GJI tall 
liar lltfa&H IMft\ all4.,....,. "h.,.. all •l<M ooplo• 
ttl Ute -"•t.P' ... , ,., •· 1 IIMontNA tho\ lh·. Cat.~ 
aDd Wl•• leoal•r•l41 of ~·· Wath~a uJRRA 1'-ll ~~~ 
bd4le4 \he .. , .... Ia lia*'b&'t• &H Dl)lf la LollAea. filer 
atq be able to -. of 10• Mlp. 

Slaw 1M lloan1 eapeoh ~ bo ouple .. lJ llq:~aldate4 
v !lep*'Mr tbot. tbh •"•• b tul\1 urpat. 

lfl'. li.AI'OU M. <ilat .. l!', 
~ uuw •a•'•• ~lluet. 
~11. iegl.p;d. 

s~oenlr t~ure, 

1•1 J. w. V6ble 



-------~------ --------------
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D~TMENT 
OF 

DIVISION OF 
CENTRAL SERVICES' 

TELEGRAPH SECTION STATE 
LCTION•BC/L 
INFO: 

London 
\0 oo EUR-1 LYF-1646 -J 

c;c/L-c This tE1Egr~cmv.si!P bf: AM 
'.'IRB para.phrasEd bEforE bEing DatEd August 30 1 1945 
ITP co;amunicatEd to anyonE 

REc'd 10:55 p.m. LI._ o~_hEr th~vErn~. 
OFcl AGEncy. - 0) .. ·: : 
FN 
S\'/P-4 

SECrEtary of StatEI 

\•Tashington. 

8864 1 August 30, 1945, 7 p.m. 

FOR THE SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY FOR PERLE FROl<l 

TAYLOR. 

UNRRA informEd us that its Swiss rEprEsEntativE 

"\'las dirECtEd August 16 to takE ti t1E to \'Jar REfUgEE 

_Boarn parcels in GEnEva and to issuE appropriatE rEcEipts. 

l)ElivEry has no"I'T bEEn takEn and rEcEipts will i:JE for­

"\'TardEd promptly. \V'E 'ar-E advisEd that de:lay "\'TaB cl.uE to 

fact that availability of War REfugEE Board :parcEls, and 

'

··.omE REd Cross parcels in SwEdEn -was announcEd in samE 

cablE from UNRRA. uNRRA rEprEsEntativE and REd Qross 
; 

i'n GEnEva thought parcEls WErE intErchangEablE and ac-

c,EptEd dElivEry of parcEls in S1'1EdEn. UNRRA has nolv 

' hfnTEVEr bought both lots. 

~-.l -~~· 

DM CC& 

·sECRET o 
' 

\viNANT 

9/4/45 Heaara. Glas1er. Delaney, Bronz (3) 1 Hoffman (2) 1 

Mill O'Brien1 E. Hebbard 1 Gunter, Nia1 Hodel 
DECLASSIFIED ~ 
By Auth~?ri ty of:£ Q. l tJ. 

By 8li!tfJ Date SEf 211972 
_( 
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London 

Dated Auguut 30, 1945 

Secretary of State, 

\lashington. 

8864, Auguat 30, 1945, 7 p.m. 

JOR THX SECIIET.Al\Y OJ !!!HE 'l.Bli:ASURY FOR PERLE FROM 
'l'AYIOR, 

UHRRA informed ua that ita Swlaa repreeentative 
waa dlncted Auguat 16 to take title to liar li.eh,;ee 
Board parcels in Genna and to iBsue appropriate receipts. 
Deliver, has nov been taken and receipts will be for­
warded proaptl7. We are ad'rlsed that del.- waa due to 
fact that aTailabill\y of War li.ef~e Board parcels and 
eou Red Croaa parcels in SWeden was announced in same 
cable fro• lJBBJI.A. UliBRA representative and Red Croas 
in Geneva thougbt parcels were interchangeable and ac­
cepted delivery of parcels 1n SWeden• u.HRRA. has nov 
however bought both lots, 

WINA.N'r 

SECRET 

cc: 9/4/45 Meesra. Glasser, Delaney, Bron•. (3);aoifina.n (2), 
Miaa O'Brien, E. Rebbard, Gunter, Kiss Hodel 

DECLASSIFIED 
By Authority of rtJ.l~o 
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...... -
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Dear .lfr. Borderaa 

Reference is made to the agreement. reached between 
the Board and the UHRRA for the purchase by the latter of 
206,000 prisoner ot war parcels as set forth m Jlr. -~eintraub•s 
letter to the Board of llay 301 19451 and to which your letter 
of J\me 29, 1945, referred. Payment for' these packages has not 
been effected to date in view of certain confusion which baa 
arisen with reepect to the place of delivery. 

I enclose for your infomation a copy of a letter 
which the Board has reoei vad from the American Red Croaa 
indicating that the packages in question have beon placed at 
the disposal of the UNRRA in Goteberg

1 
Sweden. Follaw.tng 

the receipt of this letter, the Board received the following 
message from its reprelt8lltative in Bern, Switzerland, Under 
dat_e of August 15th: 

"For your information, UNRRA London has now 
requested WRRA representative. Switzerland to in:.. 
vestigate poallibUit.ies for accepting delivery m 
Sjfitserland in-'e.Scot Goteberg of 206,000 WRB 
food parcels. We Shall keep you advised of devel­
opments,- meMwhile ll8Blllll$ you· are pursuing matter 
with UJIRRA London." · 

The Foreign EO<Zlomic Administration, as you will ·see 
from the enclosed copy ot a latter the Board received under date 
of July 20th, requires eight copies of a receipt eigned by the 
appropriate UNRRA representative, before arranging for the 
necessary transfer of lUnda. 

The War Refugee Board has no objection to the deli very 
taking place in Ooteb_erg, Sweden, if the UNRRA so desires • 

.. ~~--:~. 

~---



' 
- 2 "' 

However, since the Board will be terminated on September 15th, it 
is urgent that the matter be straightened out as socn as possible 
and that the requisite signed receipts be fUrnished the BoRrd so 
that transfer of the fUnds involved may be processed before the 
Board's termination. 

I would appreciate your advising me as soon as possible 
or UNRRA1 a decision concerning place of delivery and as to when 
the Board may expect to receive the requisite receipts. 

Ur. Karl Borders, 

Very truly yours, 

(!Ugned) WilH!!m O'll1>1Y"t' 

William 0 1DIIyer 
Executive Direot'or 

Acting Chief, Bureau of Supply, 
United Nations Relief and Rehabilitation 
Administratioo, 

Washington, D. c. 

Enclosures. 

Ftl:hd B/22/45 



-
AUG 2~ u.w.f· 

Dear Yr. Borders: 

Reference is made to the agreement reached between 
the Board and the UNRRA for the purchase by the latter of 
206

1
000 prisoner of war parcels as set .forth in Jlr. '_\e:l.ntraub•s 

letter to the Board of Jfay 301 1945, and to which your letter 
of June 29, 1945, referred. Payment for these packages has not 
been effected to date in view o.t' certain confusion which has 
arisen with respect to the place of delivery. 

I enclose for your information a copy of a letter 
which the Board has received from the American Red Cross 
indicating that the packages in question have been placed at 
the disposal of the IJNRRA in Goteberg, Sweden. Following 
the receipt of this letter, the Board received the following­
message from its representative in Bern, SWitzerland, under 
date of August 15th: 

''For your information, IJNRRA London has now 
requested UNRRA representative Switzerland to :l.n­
vesttgate poasib1l1ties for accepting delivery in 
SJitzerland u~f Goteberg of 206,000 YlRB -.. 
food parcels. We .,ball keep you advi-sed_ of devel­
opments, meanwhile 888111118 yau are pursuing matter 
With UNRRA ~ondon.n· 

The roreign Ecmomic Administration, as you 'win see 
from the enclosed copy of a letter the Board received under date 
of July 2oth, requires eight copies of a receipt signed by the 
appropriate UNRRA representative, before arranging. for the 
necessary transfer of_fUnds. 

=- -- .. ~.-·-~. 

The War Rei\fglm"Board has no objection to the. delivery 
taking place in Goteberg, &imden, if the UNRRA so desires. · 
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However, since the Board will be terminated on September 15th, it 
is urgent that the matter be etrdightened out as soon as possible 
and that the requisite signed receipts be furnished the BoRrd so 
that transfer of the funds involved may be processed before the"' 
Board's termirtation. -

I would appreciate your advising me as soon as possible 
of UNRRA' a deciaion concerning place of delivery and as to when 
the Board msy expect to receive the requisite receipts. 

Mr. Karl Borders, 

Very truly yours, 

(Signed) WUH!llll 0'11wf"P 

lfiillrun 01rRqor 
~urrtiYo ~iU8\9F 

Acting Chief, Bureau of Supply, 
United Nations Relief and Rehabilit&-tion 

Administration, 
washington, D. C. 

Enclosures, 

. ' --tl ._/)'/] -. - -

(//~~~~ 

FH:hd 8/22/45 
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LG-.589-U 
Distribution of true 
ree.ding only be speciel 
arrangement .... t."R,..l) 

Secretary of Stete 

Bern 

August 15, 1945 

Vlashingto:l · ·:':, .. 

3894, August 15, noon 
.X 

FOR OD\IYJ~ l'iRB FROM KATZKI 

AUG 1 i945 

: t.:r.;: ·-'·' ... ; ·: ·.C2 
----~~--~ ............. ~._, ................. ~·-··· .. -···-·. 

Reference ~iRB 544 August 8, errpngements hevc- been mpde 

for overle~d movement from Switzerlend to Tarento ltPly ebout 

August 20 of 700 Pe~estine certificete holders ex Bergen-Belsen 

and TheresienstP<'t :Proceeding to Pe~estine, Should this move'-

ment take ple.ce es plenned I shpll be eble to retu.rn to 

Washington shortly thereafter and shell be guided by your 

instructions. 

For your inform<>tion UNRRA London he.s no~1 requested UNRRA 

representE<-tive S~litzerlrnd to investigete possibilities for 

accepting delivery in S~1itzerle.nd instef!d of Goteburg of 

206,000 ~ffiB food parcels "(see Depprtment 1 s 2410 ~~ 542 July 

28 and Bern 1s 3733 July 30),- ~~e shp~l keep you pdvised of 
~~-~~-

~-· developments, meem1hile essume you e.re nursuing mp.tter with 

UNllR.A London. 

HARRISON 

M~lll . DECLASSTFllW 
State Dept. Lot lor, 1-11-7Z 

\ 

\ 
i 

By R. H. Parks Dat9SEP 21 1972 
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AMERICAN RED CROSS 

NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 

ZONE 13 

August 9, 1945 

Brig. Gen. William O'Dwyer 
Executive Director, 
i'lar Refugee Board 
Washington, D. c. 

Dear General O'Dwyer: 

Referring to the transaction or the 206,000 standard 
American Red Cross food packages which were puroha~~ed by the War 
Refugee Board in Switzerland from the American Army, we understand 
that you have in turn resold these same packages to UNRRA •. 

UNRRA has informed us that they would like to take 
delivery of exactly this same number of packages at Goteborg, 
Sweden, and relinquish the 206,000 packages now earmarked for 
their account in Switzerland. Therefore, this is to advise you 
that we have already placed at the disposal of UNRRA 206,000 
standard American Red Cross food packages at Goteborg, Sweden. 

~~~· 
Maurice Pate 

"· Director 
Relief to Prisoners of War 

- -·-~-
-~ 
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The follouinr·: f'o:t> !Co..tzlt1 1o Uill 643. 

')( ----
;';733, July 30. ut!RRJ~ ::oshineton 

hna beon ndvised by U!JRRA .Lon~1on tl;.nt D.l'I'l'Jl{•;er.;ents ~·1th 
/ ~ 

J'\mcross in Gothenburg included 20G,OOO l'CH :x:rcolo in 

subot1tut1on f'or Goneva lot. \.:e lrill a.ttem:)t to obtain 

necesON'Y re<fuiy1ts · f:ror.1 mJRM London • 

---

tlE 

. GRI!.11 . 
(AotiM) 

(UM1T'I 
, ,~ "•·r' 

DECLASSIFIED 
State Dcpt.Lcttcr, 1-11-72 

By H. H. Pnrlis Date S EP 21 
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CABLE TO Af.!LEGATION, !ERN, FOR MCCLELLAND FROI4 WAR REFUGEE BOARD 

Reference your 37331 July 30. UNRRA Washington has been 

advised by UNRRA London that arrangements with Amoroas in 

Gothenburg included 2061 000 POW parcels 1n substitution for 

Geaeva lot. We will attempt to obtain necessary receipts 

from UNRRA London. 

This 1s WRB Bern No. 543 

<>i,J.(!;:.<S t 6
1 

l ~14. 5 
lO;fO B.:n .. 

FHlhd 8/3/45 
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AUG 3 t94!i 

Dear Harold: 

I would appreciate it very much if you would take 
up wi~h the appropriate UNRRA officials the following 
matter for the War Refugee Board: 

~!June of this yeu. the War Ref11gee Board, with 
the approval of the Surplus Proper~ Board, made arrange­
ments for the disposal to UNRRA of 206,000 standard 
prisoner of war food parcels in Switzerland which the 
Board had Pllrchased from the War Department and which 
the Board had been unable to distribute to ~erman con­
centration camps before VE-Day. It took over five weeks 
for the matter to be processed through FEA which advised 
the Board that, before arrangements could be made for 
the transfer of funds (the price is $3.35 a package, or 
a total of $690,000), the Board must obtain eight copies 
of a receipt, all of which must be signed by the UNRRA 
representative taking delivery of the packages from the 
War Refugee Board. 

The Board immediately instructed its representative 
in Switzerland to effect the transfer in Switzerland to 
the UN~A representative there and to obtain. the neoes­
suy receipts for forwarding to Washington:.. He cabled 
back immediately to the effect that he had Just been 
advised by the American Red Cross representative in Bern 
that UNRRA had taken delivery ~t the 206,000 tood parcels 
in Gotenberg, Sweden. A check-up wUh UNRRA and Red 
Grose in Washington revealed that neither had. any infor­
mation concerning the matter. However, UHRRA Washington 
checked with UKRRA London and was advised that the 
206~000 prisoner of war food parcels had been received 
1n ~weden. Mr. McClelland, the Board's representative 
in Bern, Switz"rland1_upon t'urther checking found that 
UHRRA London had diaik~ohed a man named Dykstra to take 
delivery of the 206,000 prisoner ot wa.r food parcels 
from the American Red Cross stock 1n Sweden. 



.·,·_:, 

,. 
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The Board is now confronted with the problem of 
obtaining the eight signed ~eoeipte from the appropriate 
UNRRA repreBentE·tive. Co1.1ld you obtain from URRRA such 
a receipt stating that 206,000 standard prisoner of war 
food parcels were received on a certain date from the· 
War Refugee Board and arrange to have all eight copies 
of the receipt sent to me. I gnderstand that Mr. Cairns 
and Miss ~eenleyside of the Washington UNRRA staff who 
handled the matter in Washington are now 1n London. They 
may be able to be of some help. 

Since the Board expects to be completely liquidated 
by September first, this matter is quite urgent. 

Mr. Harold M. Glasser, 
~ited States Embassy, 
London, England. 

8/2/45 

Sincerely yours, 

J. w. Pehle 





UNITED NATIONS 
RELIEF AND REHABILITATION ADMINISTRATION 

1344 CONNECTICUT AVENUE 

WASHINGTON 25, D. C. 

Miss Hodel, 
Vlar Refugee Board, 
Main Treasury Building, 
Washington, D.c. 

Dear Miss Hodel, 

2n::l August 1945 

Confirming our telephone conversation and in 

accordance with Miss Keenleyside 1s request I am quoting 

below the text of a cable from our European Regional 

Office regarding Red Cross packages. 

11
Arrangements with American Red Cross in Gothenburg 

inclUded 2o6,ooo, therein substitution for Geneva lot. 
American Red Cross Delegate Geneva so informed by Red 
Cross London office. Doubtful whether can take . 
possession'Geneva lot or any other additionai·lot since 
Pate informed Dykstra July 23 in Stockholm that all 
packages except 1,609,859 in Gothenburg are now Arrrr:f 
property. UNRRA Berne cables July 23 accordingly that 
remaining Sl'liss stocks are now in hands War Department 
Washington. II 

Yours sincerely, 

// # 

. fo. ~t ~~ L_fj 
- ' . . . -""¢;!.. 

E :--B':"'ffiU.tmel 
Food Division 
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l'i s-:;;_·ibut:ion of tt)\1Y:JJL :..1 
:"c~u.: r.c o:~ly by spEcial 
crra:1gt.m:::n t. 6 VSP:-Tf'l) 

SEcrEtary of Stat~, 
• I 

i·iashington 

US URGENT 

3733 1 July 30, 8 p.m. 

BErn 

Pi.· D1 c?:=ld July 
m't 30,. ~915 

REc 1d 9:10 a.g., 31st 

CONTROL COPY 
FOR 0' DWYER OF \vRB FROM JilCCLELLAND 

DEpartmEnt's 2'110 \VRB 1 s 542 July 28 

Am informEd by Amcross that UNRRA London 

dEspatchEd man nagEd Dykstr1gid July to GothEnburg 

to tnkE dElivEry on \VRB 1 s 2061 000 POW food parcEls 

from Amcross stocks thErE.· WhislEr o:fc·Amcross 

Stockholm nnd DEblonay and Ehrmhold of ICRC 

Goth.Enburg havE all bEEn instructEd to rElEasE thESE 

parcEls to UNRRA. No confirmation has bEtn rECEiVEd 

by Awcross' Paris 'l'lhEthEr actual dElivEry tl:EsE 

parcEls hns yEt takEI:l placE. REcommEnd you Lli.lEdiatEly 

contact UNRRA London. 

---.''"~. 
~-

Jxm 

a a''~ 

HARRISON 

DECLASSIFIED 
State Dept. Letter, 1-11-72 

By R. H. Parka Date-S..££..21 1972 
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To: 
AliERICAN (LEGATIOU) 

STOCKHOLM (SWEDEN) 

For Amcross - Whisler 

COPy OF INCOMING CABLEGRAM -
AMERICAN REo CRoss 

NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS 

NIGHT LETTER RATE 

Date: 

QUOTE SS 152. Your 152 FOB price coal ~6.65 per ton. OVerseas transportation 

not yet calculated. Please advise ownership ru1d proposed disposition of. coal. 

Your 155. Unit price ONFRA packages SFP $3.10, SIFP t.J.SO, Al $3.90 plus 

~ts transportation each cases, Repeated to Dunning. 

LBL:1w 
FW-57-J-C 

oc Regular Routing 
and 

Mr. Geo. S:nith 
Airs. Horcho'lf 
lliss .Bt•ooka 
l'diss llattox 
Miss Shotton 

!u.cross UNQUOTE 



To: 

c -: ~··?~\U:.r r· Rou+.ing 
<nd 

~:~ lieo ~ni th 
·~~"':=. Hot~chow 

~.f i P r~ Br-onk'-~ 
"'-i-=::: :irlttox 
.,i"" Phntton 

":OP.-. OF INCOMING CABLEGRA~ 

AMERICAN RED CROSS 
NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS 

Date: 

r:'....J----
k'") ,\\ ·J ""::.'. 

f.l iCfl.OW~ U:JQUO'l'E 
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UB URGim'i: 

CDNTRDL GUPY 

RefOK'E'l'.!X YC·UZ' a'!Oc ?09.2 •JUly f'/3 • . 

Both tmm•A tmcl JlDor:l<:tm Ee(t C>x,cs trnsliireton l:!iUVe 

you 1llllaedil.11;o1y t:;;le!)hone. iT>Ann:lne 0:r· }ute of AiilCl'OM 

in l'l:ll'is fo:<; · iun :~P.i'ox-mation nna. nuvlee Boardo 

., _' 

DECLASSIFIED 
State Dept. Letter, ·1·11-72 · 

By H. H. P:1rlw Dnto...Sll..21 1972 



US URGENT 

GABLE TO Al-1LE.G-ATlON, lbRN, l•'OH HOOL£LLAND ~'ROM WILLlM~ 0 1 IJnYER 
WAR REFUGEE BOAHD 

Refe~enoe your No. 3692 of July 26. Both UNRRA and 

Amer1oan Red Crosa, \llashington, have no information concern­

ing delivery o:f i·1Rl3 1 s 206,000 POW food parcels to UNRRA 1n 

Gotenberg, Sweden. Suggest you immediately telephone Dunning 

or Pate of Amoross in Paris fox• f11ll 1nf'ormat1on and advise 

Bo8.rdo 

This is WRB Bern Ho.542 

... ~~~. _.....,_. 
July 28, 1945 
/) :.Jo r· ,._,. 

riUhd 7/28/45 
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July 25, 1945 

8 p.m. 

Secretary of State, 

CONTR~L ~OPY l'lashington. 

US URGENT 

36921 July 26 1 5 p_.Llo 

'\ 
FOE 0 1m•TYER OF l'JRB FROH MCCLELLAND. . . 

Department's 23?8, URB 1 S 540 1 July 24. 

Ancross Geneva inforns me thnt-according to repo~t 

from Dunning of Ancross Puris UNRRA took delivery ?06,000 

POU food parcels about tuo l·Jeeks ar:;o in Gothenburg,- Sl·rcden. 
--

Tyler of UNRRA here is uttonpting che:c~c this. Heam-Thilc 

reconnend you consult UNRAA 1-T/:ishington. 

RB 

H.AR:liSON 

DF.CLA!'STio1ED 
State Dopt. Lr-ttor, 1-11-72 

By H. H. P.nh Dotc_S[p Z.l ]972 
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reccc11ng only 
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U:_j UHGli:l!'l' 

,. 
Al·il..i!."GA'l'IO£i 

DERI'l 

2~78 

'l'hc !'ol10t·J3.n;.; 

1 ~. •r !I'' ,_ ~-- :.:.: 9 41 

[jC/L 

24, ·• <..1!\\JTRAL SERVICES 
TELEGRAPH SECTION 

U,\!saiiCDNTROL copy 

You e~'G hereby authovi::'.ocl. immeO.intoly to tPo.nst'er the 
/ / 

206,000 stcnt1nl'c.1 U .D. prieonsl' o:f l·mr food ~>m>celo ::hich 
. . \ 

ilon.t'd ;)ut>chasacl. from u. !.3. lim• Depuz.trJent to tho duJ.y 

accpotJ..tteu repvccentut1vc oi UHruU~ in Geneva, ::J;;itze:r•ltmd. 

ln t:l&ltint; the trv.nsfor you should obtain eight (r-erJeat 
,/ 

e1t~ht) coplos of t\ recoiJ)ti of such pnc1taees from the UilRW• 

vepreeento.tive_.t·Tho should s;l.r:;n each of the eig!it· aot•ieo. 

'i'he eif3ht c!:::;ned copieo o.f ouch ~eceipt should be sent 

1ooec11etcly to iJourct in lhu:Jhington in order to ·arrange for 
,/ 

necessary transfer of funds os soon as posoible. 

GH.Et·T 
(Aotlng) 

( -) 

DECLASSIFIED 
State Dept. Lett.cr,l-11·72 

By R. !I. Parks Date S £ p 21 1972 

J. 

-.· .. ·-'-'-
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US UR<tUlT 

OAD+-&: TO AMLlb"'GA'!'ION, dl::KN, FOR MOO.L.I~;L.LAfW FROH 0 1U\·jYf.;J:\t WAR 
HEFUGEJ.~ BOAHD 

Yo~ are hereby a~tnorized immediately to transfer the 

206,000 standard u.s. prJ..eoner ot war food paroela wllicb Soard 

p~rohaaed from U. s. War Department to the duly accredited 

repnsentaUve ot UNRRA in Genev-a, Switozerland. In making the 

transfer you should obtain eight (repeat eight) oopies of a 

reooipt of a~oh paokagea from the UIRRA representative who 

should sign eaoh of the eight oopiea. 

The eight signed· oopiea ot such receipt should be sent 

immediately to Soard 1n Washington ·in order to arrange tor 

neoessnry transfer of funds aa soon au possible. 

This is WRB Bern No. 540 

5:oo p.m. 
July 231 1945 

fH:hd 7/23/45 ~ 





JUL .L 0 1945 

Attention: Mr. Delmu B. Haverklllllp 

Dear Mr. Pate: 

Th1s 1e 1n reply to your le\ter of June 6, 
19451 oonoern1n1 d1apoa1t1on b7 the War Refugee 
BOara to URRRA ot the 206,900 atandar4 prisoner 
ot war parcels purchased froa the War Departaent 
1n April 19415. 

We have now reoe1ved a oommwn1oat1on froa 
UIIRHA, 1D wb1oh that qeno7 • aa the Plll"obaaer 
ot theae paroele, agrees to be bound w1\b reapeot 
to the d1epoa1t1on·ot \base 206,000 paroela after 
the mannel" of their letter to you. ot Ju.ne 7. 

Verf tru.ly rou.re, 

rloreaoe llo4el 
. Aas1etaat beouUq D1Notor 

Kr. Malll"loe Pate,· 
Dlreotor, Rel1et to Prlttoure ot War, 
Aaerloan lat1onal R.a Groea, 
Washington 13, D. C. 
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DRH-1193 

secretary of state 

nashington 

1831, fifth 
)( 

FOR UOSES LEAVITT, AJDC, 

RESNIK, AJDC, MILAN 56. 
;( 

PLAIN 

Rome 

Dated July 5, 1945 

Rec•d 4:40 p.m. 

Thoro arc at least 206 1 000 prisoner of vmr parcels 

that \7cro previously available to the War Refugee Board, 

,apart from parcels csrecially prepared for this agency. 

Believe it" desirable to explore possibilities obtaining 

at least 40,000 of those parcels for our usc in Austrian 

camps and general distribution. Understand parcels 

can be,. obtained in vicinity. Urgent that speedy actio.n 

be taken. 

KIRK 





UNITED NATIONS 

RELIEF AND REHABILITATION ADMINISTRATION 

1344 CONNECTICUT AVENUE 

WASHINGTON 25, D, C, 

~r. ~illiam O'Dwyer 
Zxecutive Director 

29 June 1945 

Executive Office of the President 
Jar Hefuiee Board 
.ias[,i!"lgton 25, D. C. 

Dear ~r. O'D~yer, 

l. ~e wish to apologise for the delay in answering 
your letter of 12 June concerning the 206,000 standar~ 
prisoner of war :J2:.c:m6es which UiJn!-tA has pucciw.sed 
from the :'lar Refugee 3oard. 

2. ·.Ye are attac,.ing a copy of -:>ur letter -:>f 7th June 
to ~r. Haverkamp of the American Red Cross which out-· 
lines our agreement with that organization. You will 
note that t .. is agreemBot covers the J)ack""ges that we 
have procured from your Board as v;ell as those procured 
from the Foreign Economic il.dministration a:nJ the American 
Red Cross. 

J. As tnis agreement gives assurance on eacn of the 
points mentioned ih your letter, we hope that this will 
be satisfactory. 

attachment 

Yours sincerely, 

W//~ 
Karl Borders 
Acting Chief 
Bureau of Supply 



br. Delrr.<:<r 3. r!avercarnp 
aelief to Prisoners of lar 
ftmt:rican Cled ~rosa 
Jas6~i~zton, ~. ;. 

Jear ~r. naverca~p, 

. , 
r'· 

7 June 1945 

.tith re:fere!'lce to the .-.:n.::rican Cled Gross prisoner of r;ar 
f"-rcels r1 •• lch we are: procuring from toe Foreign Economic 
r..drnL,istration, t::Oe :lar Refugee Boarj, tne f.merican Red 
Cross or "'·•:i o·.,-,.,r "o-'rce, i .. rite to cunfirrn ti'H3 Si.lb­
stance of the oral understanding reacned between the 
nmerican Lied Gross ana ;;;.:.=trln at a meetin5 held in your 
office on 23rd ;,;ay and in sucsequent conversations •;1ith 
re~resentatives of our F~od Divisl~n, to ~it; 

(a) U~ct~~ ~ill remove the foods from the cartons a.nd 
dis~ose of the cartons and the receipt c~rds in­
side the pac~ages, also in so far as practicable, 
any cted Cross ms.r:dngs on the cigar·ettes, in a 
manner which will ensure the obliteration of the 
Red Cross na~es and emblems; 

( ~) UtJR.ctc. will 9i.s.tribute the packages free of charge; 

(c) ·ai t!1 t!Je possiole exception of part of the contents 
v1hich UNRRA may ·;1ish to distribute, ·under the 
supervision of its ~ission concerned, to certain 
destitute families, Ull!i.i~"i a-grees to use the contents 
of the packages prim9.rily in C9.inpS

1 
.~ssembly centres 

for disp;laced persons, hospitals, and child welfare 
cli~ics;- • 

(d) the distribution of all coritent~ of the p~ckage will 
ile suvervised oy representatives of UNct:i.:\ in ti1e 
field and we are confident that our ~issi6ns Will_ be 
able to devise ·.vaya and means to preclude any leakage 
into the bla_Qk,..~'"T-ket as we, like you, would .greatly 
ciepl.ore any suc:O ltJa"a&e; and 

(e) U!JdR.~ ;·1ill be glad to. consult with representatives of 
the ftrnerican Red Cross in \'las;Jington, and in the 

-.,-.':,-.. . 
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1<.r. Delm"'r 3. c!"'-ver~arr.p 
- 2 -

field as ~ell, re urdin~ metnods of distribution 
~-; ... J..LCiJ are cv.-:;.>~st .1t ';, i t~'1 u~:.~~k 1 ::5 l-'Ol icy of dis­
tributing cornrnoJi ies ·,~itiJout any di3crimination 
to tDe areas and people witnin areas in the ereatest 
need. Ji;~G . ., r,ill inform th"' Red 'Jross of the coun­
tries to wnich the ~ac~uges or tnoir conteots are 
to oe siJipped. 

Yours sincerely, 

David .¥eintraub 
8hief, 3ureau of Supply 



. '.· ~J .·~ .• ·~-",:~:~~~~·:<~<rc.!·r 
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Daar Mr, Weintraub: 

~e ~lar Refu8ee :Board ts in receipt of a letter from 
the American Natton9l Red Oroae w1 th reapect to the sale to 
UllRRA by the lfar Refugee Board of appronmately 206,000 stand­
ard prisonw of 1lll1' parcels which the lloud O'lmeci 1n Svt.tzer-· 
land. 

'!he American Red Cross has e:J;Pl'eeoed concern over (a) 
the ul til!!ate d1spodtion of the11e paroell;l or their contents, 
(b) tho safeguarding of the n81!1e anr3. symbol of both the 
American Red Cross and tl1a Internatton9l Red Cross \mich ap­
pears on the 1nner and outer cartons, and (c) the llO&dblU.ty 
that these anpplies might reach European "black markets.s 

~e AJ!lElrioan Red Cross haa reauested the lloard to aeoo 
sure them that, in the eale of these -relief .applies. we 
exact frilm the purchaer the greatest measure of care to pre­
vent ther,e paroela or their contenh fJ'Om faU{ttt; 1nto the 
hands of uaauthorhed pereona and ftll'ther to ptende suitable 
protection to C&l'ton• bearing nemoe, Q~~~boh anr1 labels of 
the American Red Crose al'1d the !llternat~onal -Bed. Cron untU · 
opportunity 1e presented for their Complete dutruct~n. 

J'or yoUl' 1nfomatton, wen the Board acquired thee 
pareele from the War Department, U vu 81Feed that the :Board 
would arrange for repacikaglng the paroale bittOH th~r Qo. 
livery to ctYlliaD 4tta1nee• 1n German concentration aaape. 

In new of the requae• recebed frol!l. the Allerloan Red 
Croee, 1t vlll be appreotated tt 10u vtll collflm In writing 
to the Board tha• · UIJIRA ll&l'ees to meet the requil'eptenh 
epeoltted by the ABert~~ Croea. 

8tnoere1y J'G'IU'e, 

(8 j go e '1.) W1 :n ~ ~"l (J? 'il"'N;.,. 

WtlliSil O'Dif7e~" 
lzecutl.a ~reotol' 
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June 9, 1945 /! .. : · ·,· .· 

l p.D • 

xi:.:::--

CONMoL!cufiy 
(/) 

L· :: fcllr. ~.r ,: i or HcCloll.and 1o imf3 534. 

" Lc .!'en ne:;: :."c.:\r No. 306c, of June 6. 
m~ ( / 
:& ~ !l~tcil :1.~ '·:·r·.•1fl(:1ng for sr~le of its surplus 206,000 Pm-1 

a ,; 1 I 
,._,c .• 1 ~>·:J:; :;:;• ... ··1;.7ld te Ur.!:·'Uf>,. Accorc11ngly, please advise 

:•i::co j::- t~1:, ~ ·~:,Jn•J (rtJpeat none) of these 206,000 parcels 

;,.:~ liiH'i1:<fl iV:; r ::0 Intercr:>es. ·Detailed instructions 

~·iT L",z: t::n. tlfd :::r to UNRIV1. :1111 be serit. to you s}J.ortly. 

L: ~·:.:L h: ~·J.r: ::..eH•d to know thut balance of 28,792 three-

'. ,_;·· f:of·v.;- "-·n Do: ;ra 1::.uroeJ.s uill soon be exhausted. Please 

'----.,.,.,.."'r.c·!:o ''P:n'Gr ;,,, .. ::::i.oH of !Joard to Intercroos. 

~:': J.o not u'·:J.e:··stand your reference to 20,000 Enllona or 
'iC•GV U.:1e ()J.m · :".~:,::>r:'.cunts). ,~.ro they not-1 nvn1lnble in ~uitzer-

__ UE 

GREH 
(Act1ncr 

(GW.:) 
l•C'l'Im 

DECLASSIFIED 
State Dept. Letter, 1·11•72 

~yR. H. Parka Date SEP ·21-1972 
. . . 

) 
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.,.," do not \m.rl~ot,rmd ]ml.l.l" V~>:!'Al"&m,;e t-o :~il,<;JllO f:ii.:llonn Gt 

g.nooli~w bluu lu'llrtc<•nta). ,q.., they m,.; !'.VllUll',t.l~ !n iWitl'.Sl'i.Md 

THIS IS WRB BERN CABLE NO. 5.34 

2:,30 p.m. 
June 8, 1945 

~~~-

Mise Ripple (for the Sec•y), Cohn, Hodel, Hutchison, McCormack, Files. 

~. 
li'lllhdave 
6/8/45 
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General Williain O'Dwyer 
Executive Director 
War Refugee Board 
Main Treasury Building 

J' '4ERICAN RED CROSS 
NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS 

WASHINGTON 13, D. C. 

June 6, 1945 

15th & Pennsylvania Avenue, N. W. 
'llashington, D. c. 

Attention: Mr. Paul McCormack 

Dear General O'Dwyer: 

We are advised that a limited number of prisoner of war food packages which we packed and processed for you, and which were to be distributed through the International Red Cross Committee, are, because of the cessation of hostilities in Europe and the release of prisoners of war from enemw hands, no longer needed for the purposes originally intended and are to be disposed of by you to UNRRA for relief work in Europe. 

Having had such an intimate connection with the entire prisoner of war food package program from its inception, we naturally have a continuing concern over the ultimate disposition of packages originally packed and processed by us. This concern is heightened by the fact that the outside containers and the inside bulk containers all bear the markings and labels of the American Red Cross and the International Red Cross Committee, the distri­buting agency for all prisoner of war packages in Europe. The provisions of the Treaty of Geneva, as well a.s those of our own Congressional Charter, emphasize the protection which is to be accorded the Red Cross name and emblem and the restrictions placed on the use of the ·emblem and name in transactions of a commercial nature.· Our own longstanding policy of pro­viding services and relief without charge emphasizes this basic principle. 
Reports reaching us from Europe indicate that supplies intended for relief have, at times, fallen into the hands of those engaged in "black market" operations, It can also be assumed that failure to guard such supplies with the utmost . care will encourage pilferage in areas wher.e the food shortage is so acute. In order that our organization, as well as the International Red Cross, may not be embarrassed by the handling of prisoner of war packages bearing the name and emblem of our orgimizatiori and the label of the International Red Cross Committee, we request your assurance that, in disposing of your prisoner of war packages no longer needed for the feeding of prisoners of war, you will Observe and exact from your recipient or purchaser the greatest.measur.e of care to prevent these packages or their contents from fallin~·the hands of unauthorized persons, and provide that the cartons_in which the contents are assembled and upon wluch the name and emblem of our organization and the label of the International Red Cross Committee appears, be carefully protected until the first opportunit,y is presen~ed for complete destruction of the same, in the light of transportation necessities involved. 

F'ORW 787 



Page 2 
General William O'Dwyer June 6, 1945 

This subject has been informally discussed with representatives of UNRRA, ., 
and we have received assurances of cooperation in a letter dated June , 
copy attached. However, as your organization is the owner of the packages 
in question, these assurances should more properly in the first instance 
come from you. Once the packages leave our hands or any channels over 
which we have supervisory control, as in the case of sale by you. and 
diversion of the packages into channels where we have no supervisory control, 
the primary responsibility for the proper protection and distribution of 
the food packages is yours. 

cc: lllr. Paul McCormack 
War Refugee Board 
Washington, D. c. 

Sincerely yours, . 

7..~ 
Director 

Relief to Prisoners of War 
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UNITED NATIONS 
RELIEF AND REHABILITATION Am4INISTRATION 

1344 Connecticut Avenue 
Washington 25, D.C. 

BY HAND 

Mr. Delmar B. Haverkamp 
Relief to Prisoners of War 
American Red Cross 
Washington, D,C, 

Dear Mr, Havsrkampa 

With reference to the American Red Cross prisoner of war parcels 
which we are procuring from the Foreign Economic Administration, 
the War Refugee Board, the American Red Cross or any other source, 
I write to confirm the substance of the oral understanding reached 
between the American Red Cross and UNRRA at a meeting held in your 
office on 2Jrd M~ and in subsequent conversations with repre­
sentatives of our Food Division, to wita 

(a) 

(b) 

(c) 

(d) 

UNRRA will remove the foods from the cartons and 
dispose of the cartons and the receipt cards in­
side the packages; also, in so far as practicable, 
any Red Cross markings on the cigarettes, in a 
manner which -will ensut'e the obliteration of the 
Red Cross names and emblems; -

UNRRA will distribute the packages free of charge; 

with the possible exception of part of the contents 
which UNRRA may_ wish to distribute, unrler the 
supervision of its Mission concerned, to certain 
destitute families, UNRRA agrees to use the contents 
of the packages primarily in camps, assembly centres 
for displaced persons, hospitals, and child welfare 
clinics; 

the distribution .. of all contents of the packageil will 
be superVlsed~;representatives of UNRRA in the 
field and we are confident that our Missions will be 
uble to <hvise ways and means to preclude any leakage 
into the black market as we, like you, would greatly 
deplore any_such leakage; and 

(e) UNRRA will be glad to consult with representatives of 
the American Red Cross in Washington, and in the 
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Mr. Delmar B. H~verkamp - 2-

1'ield as well, regarding methode of distribution 
which are consistent with UNRRA' s policy of dis­
tributing commodities without any discrimination 
to the areas and people within areas in the greatest 
need. UNRRA will in''orm the Red Cross o: the coun­
tries to which the packages of their contents are 
to be shipped. 

Yours sincerely, 

(signed) David Weintraub 
Chief, Bureau of Supply 

... _. 





TO Miss Hodel 

FROM Mr. Mccormack 

EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 

WAR REFUGEE BOARD 

INTER-OFFICE COMMUNICATION 

DATE June 5, 1945 

As per our telephone conversation of yesterday, I telephoned Mr; Appleby 
of FEA regarding the status of the purchase by that agency for Ul~RRA of the WRB 
stockpile of parcels in Switzerland. · - -

ldr. Appleby informed me that he had the matt~r on h.i.s desk and he ex-' 
pected to discuss it with the Budget Section today. He further exp1ained that 
in normal procurement for UllRRA, FEA did their buying through the Procurement 
Division of Treasury, which Division normall:y charged tham a 1.5% service 
charge for buying, apparently to cover administrative expenses. Mr. Appleby 
said that he thought Budget Division at FEA were attempting to work out a 
formula wherety-·this-1.5%-chal:'g~_!iould be eliminated. in this particular trans­
action, inasmuch as the commoditytooe-purchased-.was_!!._lready abroad. He said 
that he recognized our interest in speed and said that UNRRA;-wo,-·was -
interested in securing supplies as rapidly as possible and that he would call 
us within the next day or so to tell us that all of the mechanics attendant 
upon the purchase hil.d been comP.~eted. He said that this w.ould likel:y como to 
us in the form of a letter-th~~ould serve as a notice of intent to Obligate 
FEA at the upset price already agreed upon. 





I 
UNITED NATIONS 

RELIEF AND REHABILITATION ADMINISTRATION 

1344 CONNECTICUT AVENUE 

WASHINGTON 25, D. C. 

!I'll', William 0 'Dwyer, 
Executive Director, 
War Refugee Board, 
Main Treasury Building, 
Washington, D,C, 

Dear Mr. 0 1Dwyer, 

30th May 1,945 

l. This is to confirm the agreement reached to-day between 
~!iss Rodell of your staff and representatives of our Food 
Division under which we will procure from your Board between 
206

1
00,9' ani 2CJ7 1 000 standard Red Cross prisoner of war 

packages in store Geneva, Switzerland, at a total cost of 
~US762,200, , 

2, VIe are preparing to-day for submission to the Foreign 
Economic Administration a requisition under the terms of 
which that Administration will procure these packages from 
your Board and pay to Miscellaneous Receipts the sum of 
$762,200, 

3. We are making this purchase despite the fact that we 
feel that the price charged to you by the War Department 
is excessive in that the price of the packages in the 
United States is $3,10 each, which indicates a price of 
approximately 60¢ for transporting them to Geneva, which 
cost of transport appears inordinately high in relation to 
the current freight and overlamtransport charges. 
Nevertheless, it is our understanding that you are not 
free agents to· negotiate with us a price which would 
reflect current transport charges, 

Y7.incerely:. . . . .. 

&<~ 
Chief, Bureau of Supply 





JN REPLY REFER TO 

SURPLUS PROPERTY BOARD 
WASHINGTON 25, D. C. 

May 30, 1945 

Brig. Gen. William O'Dwyer 
Executive Director 
The War Refugee Board 
Washington, D. c. 

My dear General O'Dwyer: 

Reference is made to your letter of May 30, 
1945, in which you indicate that the War Refugee Board 
proppses to dispose of approximately 206,~0 food 
parcels in Geneva, Switzerland, to the United Nations 
Relief and Rehabilitation Administration under Tempo­
rary Regulation A of the Surplus Proper~ Board 
provided that the Surplus Proper~ Board interposes no 
objection. 

This is to advise you that the Surplus 
Property Board interposes no objection to the consum­
mation of this transaction as outlined. 

Sincerely yours, 

4l.tt ... ~ 'L__ 

A. E. H~se 
Actniniatrator 



DRAFT 

Drig. Gon. HilHam O'Dwyer 
F~ecutivo Director 
The liar Refuge(') Doard 
Washington, D. c. 

Dear General OIDw,yerl 

Reference is made to your letter of May 30
1 

1945, in 
1mich you indicate that the War Rofugee lloar<l proposes to 
dispose of approximately 206,000 food parcels in Geneva, . 
~dtzerland, to the United Nations Relief and Rehabilitation 
Administration under Temporary Regulation A of the Surplus 
Property Doerd provided that the Surplus Property Board in~ 
terpoees no objeot1on. 

T'nis is to advise you that the Surplus l'roporty llop.rd 
intol'l)oses no objection to the conSUI!nnation of this trans• 
action as outlined. 

Sincerely your(l, 



Col. A. .!5. Howeo, 
Adrnir.istrator, 
Surplus Property lloarcl, 
Waohint;t'>n, D. c. 

Denr Colonel Howse: 

l·!ay 30, 1945 

The War Refugee Board, established under Executive 
Orcler 1io. 9417 of Jnnuary 22, 1944, is in tho process of 
~dnding up all of its operations. The Board owns approximately 
206,000 stnndard pr1soner of ~rar parcels in Geneva, 
Switzerland, which 1 t pu1•chased from the United States War 
Department for distribution to civilian detainees in Oe~an 
concentration ~~mps. These :packages could not be distributed 
before the. cessation of hostilities in &trope .and are ac­
cordingly surplus property of t..'t!.e 11ar Refugee lloard. 

The Board desires to dispose of these parcels, under 
TemporlU"J llegu!ation A of the Surplus Property lloard, to the 
United Nat1ona Relief and Rehabilitation Administration at 
basically the same unl t cost which the Jloard paid the War 
Depart~nt. The 'tlar Refugee :Board v111 consummate thie trans­
notion provided that the Surplus Property Board interposes no objection. 

JH A PKoOa ve 
. 5/30/4e 

v ~ 
11 re. ~~ 

Sincerely yours, 

(R'lift84) W111.llllll O'~" 

William O'Dwyer · 
Executive Director 
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paraphresed before being 
communiceted to en~ffi 

Dated April 25, 1945 

other than a Gover N 
agency. (!il8il !PFtiOi 

Secretary of State, 

Washington, 

PRIORITY 

24Fl, April 25 11 a.m • .,. 

Rec 1 d 1 p.m, 

FOR O'DWYER OF WRB FROM KATZKI AND MCCLELLAND 

At meeting held April 23, ICRC made preliminary 

decision discontinue all shipments of food parcels 

from Switzerland to Germany. German territory NE of 

Svriss border has now become military operations zone 

which from technical point of view make~ it impossible 

for moment to send either trucks or bl6ck trains via this 

route. Principal ICRC dispatching point for German bound 

shipments i,s at Kreuzlingen, now definitely excluded es 

point of departure. ICRC's present decision was also 

motivated by danger to life and limb incurred by personnel 

travelling through such zones of military operations .as 
,_ --· '"·~. 
-~· 

well as danger of plundering for which committee felt it 

could no longer assume responsibility certain of their 

personnel alreAdy having been injured through bombardment 

and aeriel P.ttack. As P result of this decision several 

convoys transporting WRB parcels end other supplies 

destined 



J 

-2- 2421,. April 25, 11 a.m., from Bern 

destined for concentration camps have been held at 

Kreuzlingen and Geneva pending developments in the 

transport situation. 

''~e urged ICRC to explore all possibilities for 

dispatching trucks by other routes than those heretofore 

used but now inaccessible. At a conference with 

Burckhardt on April 24 he informed us that single other 

possible route through Buchs-Fecikirch-Landect and from 

thence northward is under consideratibn. As this road 

runs directly through Reduit and in addition may be 

impassible due to snow at Arlberg Pass this possibility 

requires further exploretion. We are m~enwhile actively 

pursuing matter 'of WRB parcel shipments with ICRC in 

order take advantage of any opportunity relief supplies 

to civil detainees which may remain. 

With reference tci Department's 1493, l'IRB 1 s 503 

)

April 18; Amcross representative in Geneva has now 

f received instructions from Washingto to release to WRB 

I ;;-Swi t~·;;l;~~~~~~~~;~-;urc~--:~~<i-.1?~-~~;a~~ 

I f~om War Departm~n',....;.or ou~ p~-o-~·~:_~s-~--·Should developments 

make it impossible for ICRC to continue controlled 

deliveries of parce~to civil detainees in Germany it 

f may be necessary to reconsi<ier use to which these new 

WRB parcels 



-3- 2421, April 25, 11 a.m •. , from Bern 

WRB parcels will be put, 

ICRC has informed us that because of limited 

facilities and backlog of other repackaging requirements 

they will not be able to begin repackaging these 'NRB 

parcels for at least three weeks, This will prove 

period to observe developments, Meanwhile we would 

welcome any suggestions you might wish to make. 

Since March 23, ICRC has shipped from WRB stocks 

in Switzerland approximately 16,790 parcels destined for 

Theresenstadt, Vienna area and camp of Landsberg Am 

Lech. In addition substt:mtial relief supplies furnished. 

ICRC's DSA by JDC, union OSE and Sternbuc::h1 s organization 

have been shipped also largely as a result of fuel 

obtained through board's efforts. 

In view of confused transport situation in Germany 

"ICRC has not yet been able inform us how much of this 

will arrive at its destination, 

HARRISON 

BB 





4PR 20 1945 

Dear Mr.~~ 

The War Befucee Board hu Just pUJ'Obued troa the War 
Department 206,000 United States prisoner of WU' food puo­
oela stocked in s.t taerlUd for del1Ye17 by the lnte:rraUonal. 
Red Oroaa to chlllan detaineee in GenaD conctDtrati<ll Clllpll. 

!hie letter 11ill contlra to you tbat the parcel• in 
queaUon are recvded by the Board ae a .W.Ututloo for the 
300,000 parcels wbloh were to be •hipped fi'Oil the UDit• 
Statee in accordance with blocUde autborlaat1on contained in 
cable No. 10022 trc:.a London, dated lov•ber 16, 1944. 

Very truly JoUl'll, 

WUUu. 01Dwyer 
.lzeoutive Director 

Mr. w. B. Mq, 
Blockade Section, . 
Area Operatione Ditiaion, 
Foreign Eoo11081o AdmJ.nhtraUon, 
Washington, D. o. 



';":;I 

10022 -
.\a eot forth in .:Jirn!.,rt.Llon t 1

" 941\l of thr· tonth of 

a hi nm'>nt of f\trther 300,000 thr,.e kilo nnrct•ls. ln om•rov11!R' 

et"t"ti he J'TOBUilllld th..t, tbftnc pRrcolo vnuld be Bchetiule4 

ao th"t thoy di<l not cnnfl1o\ with &IIRentbl l'rhonl!r of l'inr 

suvplio11 1 nn~h1pmont. 

ll-17-44 

\MLJ.JWI 

Mho CbBimcey (tor thn ilec 17) J.brahftlllaon, Aoknrmtmn, Akl..1n, Cohn, i)ru:r7, 
i.u.&o1n, lr1edmnn, Gn11tnn, li<ldel, !.eeser, llnrkR, Hannon, MoCorlllack, i'Phlt>, 
rues. 

DEC;J.AP.SlFIED 
Slate Dept. Lc·lcc<. !·11·72 

By ll. Jfi•,.::;,; ];.'!B .. .§~L21 1972 
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AMERICAN RED CROSS 

WASHINQTON, D. C, 

CHAIRMAN'S OFFICE April 20, 1945 

Dear Bill: 

Thank you for your letter of April 17th. In 
accordance with arrangements worked out with your office, 
and vdth the War Department, a telegram has already been 
sent to our representative in Geneva, authorizing him 
to carry out the transfer of 206,000 prisoners of war 
food parcels to the Geneva representative of the War 
Refugee Board. In this telegram were incorporated the 
conditions specified by the War Department in Major 
Sommers' letter of April 13th. 

We are glad to have had the opportunity to 
work with you in this project. -

Sincerely, _ , 

~-~ 

43~­

General William o-r~ 
The War Refugee Board 
Executive Office of the President 
Washington, D. c. 

Chairman 

l 





April 26.1946. 

f01 'llu• Retugee Board 
Paul- J• lilt cor•ok 

FROil, · iiRB "' Jl.ll. Vanoe. 

Enoloaed ie oopy of the 

oable aent.by Amerioan Red 

Croas whioh you requested. 

----------- -----



NIGHT I..E'l"l'Eg RATE 

American Red Cross 

AMCONSUL 

GENEVA (SWITZERLAND) 

161 

For Amcross 

RE' CTED 

April 18, 1945 

QUOTE SW 1226. War Department has sold to War Refugee Board 206,000 POVI 

food parcels now Switzerland intended for AmPOWS. Please authorize Intercross 

transfer to War Refugee Board representative Switzerland 206 1000POW food parcels 
-----------------~ ----- -------.---.--~--~---~---------

from American Reserve for dispof!iti()n in accordance with following conditions: 
--- -· -· - - - . -- - - - - ·-··- .- - --. 

(l) Such food parcels will be distributed solely in concentration camps in 

accordance with existing practices supervised b,y Intercross (2) All such food 

parcels will be repackaged in containers not bearing any reference to United 

States A~ or to POWS before being introduced into or distributed in Germany. 

War Department reports this transfer cleared with State Department, Foreign 

Economic Administration and War Food Administration. Understand McClelland 

WRB representative Switzerland is completing arrangements for repackaging in 

Switzerland. 

Richard F. Allen 
Vice Chainnan 
Insular and Foreign Operations 

Amcross UNQUOTE 
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NIGHT LRTTF..R RATE 

American Red Cross 

AM CONSUl. 

GENEVA (SWITZERLAND) 

161 

For Amcross 

CTED 

April 18, 1945 

QUOTE SW 1226. War Department has sold to Vfar Refugee Board 206 1000 POW 

food parcels now Switzerland intended for AmPOWS. Please authorize Intercross 

transfer to War Refugee Board representative Switzerland 206,000POW food parcels 

from American Reserve for disposition in accordance v:ith following conditions: 

(1) Such food parcels will be distributed solely in concentration camps in 

accordance with E!xisting practices supervised by Intercross ( 2). All such food 

parcels will be repackaged in containers not bearing any reference to United 

States Army or t() POWS befo~ being introduced ·into or· dis.tributed in Ge1:'1118ey. 

War Department reports this transfer cleared with State Department, Foreign 

Economic Administration and War Food Administration. Understand McClelland 

ViRB representative Switzerland is completing arrangements for repackaging in 

Switzerland. 

Amcross UNQUOTE 

Richard F. Allen -~ 
Vice Chail'lll8ll 

., . Insular and Foreign Operations 
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1493 
'i'he"' follot·ri~ for 11oClellru'J.O. is t'Im 603. 

)( 

'i're>.nsfer or 206,000 United .Jtetes yrieoner of t-rnr :oaroele 

to i;c.P P.e1'u1:;ee Boc.rcl f'row ::£1.1' Depnrtr.•ent llcs noH been effected. 

i:ar Oe1}c7'ttJCnt l•cs requested i'.mer1ocn Hed Croce to hold these 

pnroels for tlle l·:c:r Refugee Bo~r<.l. nnrl to dispose of them in 
c.ocorctnnoe t;i th r11reot1ons of 1·: c.r Refugee ilOt>..ri.!., subject to 

folloeiflt. oonG1 tiona: 

- ·.-UV.L'i:. (c) ~'het r.uc!l foou lJE:I'OOle t;1ll be c!.istribute<l 

s6 ely in ooncentX>t:>.tion cc.mpo sui.:;el'Vieed b;y: the Inter-

1onnJ. Red Crose Coruutttee in uccordrinoe uith existing 

otioee.; 

(b) That cl.l such food pv.roele Hill be 'rept:oltc.ged 

contdnezos not bet~r:l.ruJ cny reference to the United :Jtntes 

IJY or to ~.Jrisonerc of w•r befoX>e being introduced into~ or 

stributeet in, Germcny. Ui'ii.J.UOTJS 

requeotoO.,./~,orose to l:Jt:'Jie cvdlable the 206,000 ---· £!S t·:rr Refugee iJoarcJ. repreeentc.t1ve. 

You are inctruoteQ to vrre>.nge at once for J>O.Pl'.Clt£13111{,; in 

a.ocorl1ance ~·rith the conditions o_occ1f1ed by tho i"cr Depni'tmfnt. 

l'loc.ee c..dv1ae ( 1) t-rhen ilf.tcross l.:r)tes pr.ckcges c.Vt'ilt~ble to 
' . 

'. 
DECLASSIFIED YOU • 

State Dept. Lotter, 1·11·72. 

ByR, H. Parlts Dnte__£[p_21 1972 



, 

' • 

you. (2) uhen repncltli[Sing hc.s commenced, uno. (3) t·lhen Intercross 

etr..rts sending these pnrcels to Germnn concentrc.t1on cc..mpe. 

Fler.se report Heekly to lloard the number of Bonrd Pl!rcel c Nhich 

have {·;one fortn.ru nnd tlle nur.Jber reiJo.ining in UH1 tzerle.nd. 

l~IW: m1v: lW 
.4/10/46 

ST.::;Tl'IillUG 
(GIH) 

i 

! 
j 

-I 
't 

f; 
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Ufl U•iGU'lT 

Gil<iLr~ ;0 HAHitlr.JON, H:!.HN, fOR Mi.JGLll..LLAND FHOl-1 »l.LL.L·~~ C'DVIYE.H., 
ii 1\[( t I!£FU (} ~E SOARD 

Transfer of ro&,ooo Un1t.ed o\awo prleonor of ~1G!r paroele 
to War Hetugee »oal'd t'rom War Department has now been etteoted. 
War Department baa requested American Red Oroea ~o hold these 
parcels tor the War Refugee Board and to dispose of them in 
aooordanoe with d1reot1one of War Refugee Board, aubJeot to 
following oond1t1onsl 

8 (a) Th&ct auoh food parcels will be d1atr1bute4 
solely 1n oonoentrat1on oampe eupel"Vbed by the In­
ternational Re4 Oroas Committee 1n aooordunoe with 
ex1at1ng prnctioea; 

H(o) 'l'hat all auoil food p&:roela will I>(;! repao.ltaged 
in oonts1nere not bearing any retereno8 to the united 
iJliatoo A.rmy or to prisoners of war beto1·e being 1nt:ro­
duoed into, or d1atr1buted 1nt Gi!rm&my." 

Soard hM rtK!Uested Amo:rou to mnk.e available the 206,000 
pereels to you aa 'war RefUgee Board repreoent~t1ve. 

Yo" are 1natruo~ed to arranse at once for repackaging 1n 
aooordnnoe with the oond1t1on~:~ apeo1f'ied by tile viar Oepartment. 

Please adY1ne (l) ~hen Amcroag makes Pnok~gaa available 
to you, (2) when repaokag:l.ng has oomnumoe4~ and (3) when lntcr• 
orosa starts aending theue paro&ls to German ooncentraUon 
camps. l'lease report weekly to Bo1n•d tile number of i'loar<l par• 
oels wh.1oh hRvo gone forward and ~e numuer remaining 1n 
3w1 t&erland. 

THIS IS \IRB BEBN CABLE HO. 50,3 

L0:45 a.m • 
.April 1\9, 1945 

!.:iss Chaunce,Y (for the Sec'y), Cohn, DU8ois, Gaston, Hodel, Hutchisol;l 
J,\cCormack, or DVIyer, Files. 

FH:hd 4/17/45 





Dear Basil: 

In connection with the 206,000 United States 
nrisoner of war food parcels purchased oy the War Refu­
gee Board from the War Department, the Board haa been 
advised by the ~ifir Department that the American Red 
Crose has been requested to hold these 206,000 food 
parcels for the Board and to dispose of them in accor­
dance with the directions of the Board. 

It will be appreciated it the American Red 
Cross will instruct its representative in Geneva to 
make these 206,000 parcels available to Roswell McClelland, 
the War Refugee Board's representative in Bern, Switzer­
land. Mr. McClelland will arrange for repackaging 1n 
accordance with the conditions specified by the War De­
partment and for subsequent delivery by the International 
Red Cross to internees in German concentration camps. 

The cooperation of the American Red Cross in 
this matter is greatly appreciated. 

Mr. Basil O'Connor, 
Chairman, 
American National Red 
Washington, D. C • 

Sincerely, 

I#/ (/1;v 

Cross, 

. liA­FH: hd 4/18/45 '1'7 
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APR 16 19n~ 

De~ f.lajor Sommers: 

I have r&ceivod your l0ttor of April 13, 1945
0 

en­
olosinr~ f.,ur copies of J'orm 1080, Voucher for Mjustmonts 
between Appropriations and/ or Func1s, in tho ru:Jount of 
$762,200, covoring the 206 0 000 prisoner of \iar food pack­
ages which the lfBl' DcpBl'tment hae agreed to sell t.l;e War 
Refugee :Board, 

This is to advise you that the certificate on Form 
lOBO has been oncuted and processed for payment, The 
Treasury Dopart1aent DiVision of Disbursement has advised 
the Board that the check will be mailed to the War Department 
today, 

Hajor Davidson Sommers, 
Assistant Executive, 
Office of the J;ssiatant 

Secretary, _-_ -~.;.._ 
Tho War Depar~~ 
lfashinr,ton, D, 0, 

Jl'lhhd. 4/16/45 

Very truly yours, 

(Signed) Willi!llll 0 'fhrJrej 

lflllia'n O'Dwyer 
Execnt1ve Director 

tl~~l'~ 
J(JiJ~:.~-----



..j\' .·.· 

WAR DEPARTMENT 

OFFICE OF THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY 

WASHINGTON, D, C, 

13 ~pril 1946 

Brigadier General William O'Dwyer 
Executive Director, War RefUgee Board 
Treasury Department 
Washington 25, D. c. 

Dear General: 

There are enclosed four copies of ~orm 1080, Voucher for 
AdJustments between Appropriations and/or Funds, in the amount of 
$762,200. covering the 206,000 food package• in Switzerland 
referred to in Colonel Gerhardt's letter to you of March 30, 1946. 

It is understood that the transfer of these food parcels 
to you is sade on the following conditions: 

(a) That such food parcels will be distributed solely in 
concentration camps supervised by the International Red Cross 
Committee in accordance with existing practices. 

(b) fhat all such food parcels will be repackaged in con­
tainers not bearing any reference to the United States Army or 
to prisoners of war before being introduced into, or distributed 
in, Gel'III&Jly. 

If you will have the certificate on the enclosed Form lOBO· 
executed and processed for payment, and advise me accordingly, 
that will constitute a record of the transfer and I· will pro111ptly 
forward to the Red Cross a· letter in the form.attached hereto. 

/ 

Ba.cn'»u.t ~e.e..uU l./ 
. DAVIDSON SOMMERS 

- .- MaJor, Air Corps 
~~Assistant Executive 
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13 April 1945 ''•' {-. 

\ . \ . 

- .,\ / Mr. Philip Ryan, Director 
Civilian Relief, Insular end foreign Operations 
Americ"n Red Cross 
lfaahington 25, D. C. 

Dear ~lr. Ryan: 

Referring to a letter dated March ~o. 19~?. from Colonel 
Gerhardt to General 01Dvyer, a copJ of which vas furnished to 
you, and to my letter to JOU of April 5, 1945, advising you that 
the War Refugee Board had accepted the War Department. offer to 
transfer to 1 t 206,000 food parcels belonging to the \far Depart­
ment P.nd in the hands of the Red Cross in Sw1t2erland for distri­
bution to American prisoners of war, you are re~eated to hold 
206,000 of BUCh food nnroels for the 'liar Refugee Board and tO 
dUpoae of them in accordance with the direcUone of the liar 
Refugee Board, subject to the following conditions: 

(a) That.such food parcels will be -distributed solely in 
concentrau.o·n camps supe"leed by the International lled Crose 
OollUIIi tt011 in a(Jcordance !4:1 th existing pract1_~ea. 

(b) That all such food paroela will be repackaged in con­
tainers not bearing any reference to the United States Army or 
to nrisonera of war before being introduced into, or distributed 
in, Germany. 

Repreeentath'es of the State Department, the i'oreign Economic 
Admlnietratlon, and the War Food Adalnietration haTe indicated · 
that their organisations haTe no ob3ection to this transfer. 

(UNSIGNED DRAFT) 

-~- ~~- S1ncerelT, 

DAVIDSON SOM!ffiiS 
MaJor, A1r Corpa 
Assistant ~xeautive 

COPY FOR WAR REFUGEE BOARD 





U;> URGJ;;ti'l' DC/L 
l.IAISO~l 

~;;.Hl'l 

1430 )(' 

2he follouine; for ~~cCo.ell:,na from 0 1 Dt:yer 1o 1~FI.v 497 • 
.)t' 

_ .oference De;:·('I.I''Gr.:ent 1 c~ i:o. 1392 o1' 11;or1l 9 ('.;p.;J !;o. 490). 

H io cleuz> thot the:r<.l 1B no nlternct1vc l.mt to 

repc.cltc-t;e in G~:i tzerlr mt ~~;J6, 000 ;unericc.n Red Cross _r_.riooner 
; 

yuvz· •J.ie:cretion oJ:l to c1ze [ nu ty)-'e of contc..iners. 

~.O.vise iii1L:edio.tely r-s to l!llet r.-ction you tds:e. 

InDtructlons to ,";mcrooc repre 

tv.rn over ti1cse }>orcels 

soon. 

J;);{u: .u. v: J'..i; 
4/l:-?,/45 

to 

expected 

:.l't.ti./l''l'ItiiUiJ 
(GIIr/) 

DECLASSIFJED 
State Dc1it. Lr,ttor, 1~11. 72 

Ry R. H. Porl:s Dnto£(P._Z11_972 



\ 

or (\¥lUI No. 490) • 

lt is clt!GI' thot thore 1e no al ternat.ive out to rooE<C.Ilage 

in ·J•d tt.erland 206,000 Amer1onu Red Cross OI"iiJOUBl' or '>'lf<l' paroelo 

')eing e>urolule,ed by i:sr F\efu.gEHl Hoard. Aooord1n6lY, yov. <U'G in­

s tr~.octed to IH'r<.nge ror repncknglng, ueing your d1eoret1on ae to 

nll.ze ~.>.nd type of oont.n1ners. 

i\dvioo immediately us to l"Mt. notlon you 1.alte. 

Instructions to Amoro9s rll-pl•os!mtntive ln lkeneve. to turn over 

th~se parcels to War-Hef11gee Board may oe expected soon. 

T~IS IS YIRB BERN CA"BLE NO. 497 

4:30 p.m. 
April-11, 191,5 

Miss Chauncey (for the Sec'y,) Cohn, Du.Bois, Gaston, Hodel, Hutchison, 
W.cCormack, 0'Drzyer, Files, 

i 
I 
I 

I 
I 





-

~;ajor Su':'ers t~elen:-.-:>nf;C' ·.o:_ay to e.dvlse t'le Boa.rd t.::.at 
ne hec_ clr,ared wit:-. ~iar load AdmJ.nistration ths :aattsr or 
the :ransfer of thA 20C,aoo ~risoner of war parcels to the 
\'iar rteft.-.io,ee Board. '!i&l' Food he.s no oojection to this di­
v~rsior., 

~~P.jQ~ 3ui:ier8 f~:eted t:1et L.::-10. Red Crose v~'as lnsistin>:..· 
~-en certain E~P~e~ents frQ~ ~~2 War Deoart~2n1 oef~~e -
a_r~elne:; to tb? f.!.1wl tran":"er.· _,::_these-parcels, Specif'ic­
e.lly 1 Red C:::.'"'o.=:[' ~:.:e_~ aslcing ;,.:1t:' ':lEJ.'' DeJe_l'1 tfJP.nt ·c~ ::-a3ke 
~es~rEnces that t~P ~eserve f~r ~rieonerE of ~ar in_ Geneva 
~~~ld not Je i~oaire~ oy this diversion ~nJ that the ~atter 
oe ol0Ered ~ith a~~ a~9roved oy all in1erested iOVernment 
a gene i.e s. ~·:a jor St_;_r::C>rs ::~ tEt.ed t.:1a L the ~.-e.r Denart:·nen t did 
n~t ifitPnd L~ ~:rite a letter c~ntnining t~~s~ ~tEte~ente to' 
the A~~rice~ Red Croes beca~ee ~he ~Er Je~artGent :elt thet, 
since it :n-;r,ed the nacka.ges, it had a r'i::,ht to undertake tl1e 
erP8n~e-:tents 1.·:ith tne 1.'iar ReflJ.gee Board. On tile qtlestiJn of 
re~EcLaging, Major s~mers s~ated the~ he was of the opl!lion 
t~Pt jere ~lac~ins ~ut sf t~e eymbols and l~bels wo~ld 110~ oe 
s~~ficient. Th~ ~eason f0r t~ie is that the G~rmar1s wo~l~ 
thP~ ~e encouraged to take orisoner 8f we~ n~~~a~e~ d~etined 
fOl' A--:.ericfcn ancl Allipd ;->risoners of i'i8l' I blF>c~: 0ut the 
~y-nbols 1'r:"l. lB.bels ar.6. ~1i.strioute the pac:ca;res to Ger':Hw 
civilians, The real intereEt of the army h~re ie to "keep 
the currency clean". l-ii.J.jo:r Sumers stated tha.t there v:as no 
objsction v.~ha\~~oever to renect.a~ir.~.g in_ c::trtons of the -rame 
olze as pl'ison<Or of \•JB.r rmckages, He added the.t, if the 
~·Jer Refur:;ee .'3oa.rd ins iF ted on e. ;TIGl'EJ blacking en t ·of Red 
Cross symbols endolabels, the matter ~ould have t6 ce raised 
anQ clee_rec1 wit~ Gf'·~lera.l 1-Lsreball hlrnr:~lf. 

I ca.ll'3d 1-ia.jor Sumers today to clear v;ith him the tr;xt 
of a cable ~~ing sent to McClelland instructing him to make 
arran~ements for the renacka~in~ in Switzerland of the 
r;r isof:er of \';sr ·)arcels i)e ing n:rcf.taR eel by the \~E.l'1 Rst\ .. .g ee 
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INCOMING 
TELEi@;R~ 

. _DIVISION OF 
CENfP!\!. SEIIVICES 

DIVISION OF 
~.JC:NTRAL SERVICES 
TELEG~H S/TION 

~;tc_f /' ' 
E;,S-205 !945 APR I I AM ~rJL (_. ( '' ,_ ,, , 
This tElEgram must bE 4/ 

DatEd :,pril 10, 1945 paraphrasEd bEforE bEing 
communicatEd to anyonE DC/L 
othEr than a GovErnmE~~ISOV REc 1d 6:37p.m. 
:,gEne y. fREii!illQ IDiil2J ' 

SECrEtary of StatE, 

i'lashington. 

US URGENT CDNTRDL CDPY 
2120, ~pril 10, 11 p.m. 

I 

FOR VlRB FROr.l >:iCCU:LL.ND 

Div~:l.On SpEcial •• ssistancE of ICRC: informs mE 

(DEpartmEnt's 1392, ·;"/RB 1 s 490 :.pril 9 and our 2009, 

~pril 6) it will bE matErially possiblt (containErs arE 

obtainablE) rEpackagE thESE PO\J parcE:ls. in Sv1itzE:rlo.hd 

if t.cis is considErEd c.bsolutEly nEcEssary by our Yinr 

DEpartmEnt but it will bE a timE-consuming and EXpEnsiVE 

procEss. REpackaging could bEgin in four to::i.'ivE days 

at a rhythm of from two to thrEE thousand parcEl§ pEr 

day and at minimum cost of onE Swiss franc pEr parcEl. 

Ylorlcing spacE to: rEpc.cke.gE morE than thrEE thousand 

parcEls pEr d!l~Y i~~EEdingly difficult to obtain 

immEdiatEly. 

Output of thrEE thousand parcEls pEr day would bE 

sufficiEnt 



-2- #2120, ~pril 101 ll p.m., from BErn 

sufficiEnt utilizE trucks likEly to bE availablE to 

our program but insufficiEnt to makE usE of railroad 

car spacE WE should rEcEiVE within nExt tEn days on 

ICRC blockEd trains to dEpot at RavEnsburg~. 

If ICRC can satisfactorily dnr~onstratE ( if \iar 

DEpartmEnt considErs this tEchnically possiblE) that 

idEntity of origin thEsF. parcEls can bE dEstroyEd, Vlill 

it pErmit Har DEpartmEnt to waivE rEpaclmging condition? 

H:,RRISON 

Llv!S 

l 
i 





--­QEf7ARTMENT 

sfu:'%-~hution 
readtnc; only 
arrant~ement. 

of true 
by spP.c1a1 
(q:q--·•) 

OUTGOING 
TELEGRAM 

DIVIS1011 OF 
CENTRAL SEHV!C:S 

c)-i)_'i;:_·"n nep contr incl•n in ':i;J~_tze;•l:-n:~ for >·c:rwcl<:rginl·;. 11.' so, 

•:>c;1 'f.:jn·Clttl{;;iltt; lJo t!one in 8U'i'1'1clGnt ULie r:ntl 111 fmfricien't 

"Wrn·;t t;ieP to ut:l.llze r>ll 'i;l'rn~po:rtr t:l.on f::c,il:l. tie~ inclu- !inc: 
~ -- -"'~. 

tn1C ::'> : Vr.o11(~- f01• o~Ocr>c1 :rc:llei' fJUj_)!Jlif;G" Lloc-..l'Ci. l'OUlr:C_ be 

~M.pJ:ec. fr-om lini tod Jtrtes for ;.;r.l'ty l'P.t;!ro~.1 ,: 

J.n tt<c~ r.:crnt.lt,le, ln vle~· ot' your· no. 209:9· ~f):·',i:-J'l'il 6, 

1:oc,Y'!· Hill bi•in,; to c.ttcntlon of \:r:r ·Je!;r~!tii.~W¥;~:~;~(~· Intcr;ct•ogs, 

:i,•.> oi u:;in:iuu tH;.' t tha f'O : •rn:elo coul.--l. IJr~ Uf'etl n: tnay P1'e •·•1 th 
DECLASSIFIED 

State Dept. Lctt(lr, 1-11-72 n1:t';;:;··~·~;~.i_lfl 
By R. H. Parks Dote S E P 21 1972 
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-2-#1392, April 9, 7 p.m., to Bern 

exception of blaolt1ng out of marltings, chnng1ng labels, etc. 

\'11W:VJ·1V:l<G 
4/9/46 

D~ET'l'INIUO 

(GBK) 

Gt41' 
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/ 1 . ua UR!ib:N'l' 

Hafer!! nee your No. 1988 and Olll" lielephone conval'Sii t.J.on ot 
April 6th. 

War Department hna aJ!roed to eell Board 206,000 United 

:tat.ee pr1oona.r of lltil' paroola now 1n Switzerland• on oond.1t1on 

that these pHriJeh I.H'H rep~okaged before delivery by lnterorou 

and that they will be dellVfll'ed only to concentration camps. 

War DeDRrtmflnt hns roquea ~ed MP. rloan Hed Oroso to sarrrw.rk 

t.heee 206.000 pttrcels for t1•ansrer to \Jar Ftefllgea Bonx'd under 

arr~:<ngerafm to ue 1ng worked Oil t tm tveen ~ier Department and the 

Board .• 

Boe.rd muat know at once (repeat· at once) llhethllr you can 

obtain new oontninare in ~>H1tzex•land for repsokag1ng. li' so, 

can reoeokag1ng oe done in autfioient time Bnd in sufficient 

cQontitics to utilize all tronaport~tion fnc1l1ties including 

truckA availnblE~ for Board relittf tHlpplies. .cloal'd would IJa 

unable to arrange for delivery in Switzerland ot containers 

nhipped from United Bt~tes tor meny weeks. 

In the meantime,, in v1elt of your No. 2009 of Aprll 6, Soard 

will bring to attention ot Wnr Department tha.t. Intercross 19 of 

opinion \hat these parcels could IJo used as they are ~lith ex­

ception of blacking out of markings, changing lr.bels, eto. 
_:_~ ...... 

THIS I .. • ;.:1B &:'.;. GA:3Ll:: liO, ,~:10 

12: () ~~ :~; .. -..-, 
A~.cil :;, J.:1•:b 

I 

I 
I 

!. 
'· 
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/''ARTMENT 
· OF INCOMING 

,. :~ . .TELEGRAM 
DIVISION OF 

veNTRAL SERVICES 
TELEGRAPH SECTION 

STA"fE 

I 

I 

,·, 
DDS-747 

· Dist£~bt~ion 
rEad' :~.TI'g'\1~ :Iff 
arrangE!llEnt. 

:.; 
of truE 

%fjJEcia0) 

! SEcrEtary;-'6:f<·statE 

BErn 

DatEd April 6 1 l945o 

REc'd, 12:35 p.m~ 

·.; ';' ·, 
~: ,, l '7ashington 
" n ... I 

US URGENT 

1968, April 6, ll a,m, 
~-

FOR 0 1DWYER OF WRB FROAi MCCLELLAND, 

ArrangEmEnts with ICRC fop sEcuring tPucks 

'to transport '.'!RB food parcEls into GErmany for 

civil dEtainEEs arE shaping up as follows: Six 

REnault trucks will bE availablE for loadin[i morning 

April 9 and should dEpart on April 10, ICRC 1 s 

Division of SpEcial AssistancE still hopEs sEnd 
1,--· 

thEm to BErlin - LUEbEck - Hamburg arEa to rEliEVE 

rapidly worsEning condition of dEtainEEs i~ con­

CEntration camps of OraniEnburg, RavEnsbruEck 

and Hamburg NE4EngammE, If it provEs impossiblE 

to dispatch trucks this arEa thEy will bE smt 

i.iun:lch rEgion and East,· 

ProspEcts arEcgood gEtting four to six morE 
. -~.,~~ 

Rmaults mo·1ing by !tpril 13, · 

ThEsE FrEnch trucks, :athou.c:;h nEw, all rE­

quirEd light ovErhauling, painting with ICHC in­

signia, Et CEtEra, which has dElayEd thEir USE, 
DF.JJL/!..!:;:r!:iED 

State Dept. Ltlla, 1·11-72 With tirEs 

By R. H. Pari" Datc....sfr 2 1 1q7:? 
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~2~ #1988, April 6, 11 a.m., from Be:rn. 

~ith tire:s and diEsEl oil procurEd for ICRC 

by board's Efforts com::littEE hopEs makE at lEast 

four trucks availablE also nExt wEEk for our 

program. 

Since: it is quite: possibls that only are:as of 

l\Iunich and to East am~ northEast thErEof v1ill bE 

accEssiblE in future: it is plannEd to dire:ct rEliEf 

shipmEnts by truclc mainly to the:se: r<:gions taking 

in camps of uachau, LandsbErg Amle:ch, Flosse:nburg 

and l.iamthause:n nEar Linz, including e:me:rc;e:ncy 

rEliEf to EvacuatEd dEporte:e:s- on roads. ThESE 

shipmEnts would bE apart fro:n any th&t might go 

to LuEbEclc are:a. 

REcEnt nEWS from GEr;nany indicatur that al-
most all intErnal tElE:-;Jhone: and tElEgraph communi­

cations arE $isruptEd so that individual ca;·.1p 

coo·,1Jnande:rs arE progr.EssivEly morE isolate:Ci. LittlE 

or no ce:ntralize:d 38 control, thErEforE, appEars 

to Exist which ma_y tEnd to prEcludE any gEnEral 

last minute: e:xte:rlnr~1ion of large: group civil 

dEtainEES o 

ICRC rEportEd this aftErnoon tha.t true!~ con­

voy carrying 300 French womEn and small childrEn, 

pre:sumably:civil 'dEtainEEs, is ExpEctEd to 

arrivE 



I 
! .. 

-3- #1988, April 6, ll a.m., from BErn. 

arl'iVE KrEuzlingEn to:norrow,. 

Exact arEa or camp from which thEsE pErsons 

COJ!lE is still unknown. 

HErbErt Katzki arrivEd this aftErnoon, April 

5 from Paris and will activEly work with mE on 

thEsE ·7RB progra;ns • 

All furthEr sicnificant dEvElopmEnts in situation 

will bE rEportEd to Doard, 

HAR:!I30E 

JT 



-·.· 
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:JROr~t.ary ~o1orgPcnthau 

;.;nuam o 1Dwyer 

l nm sure Yol.l will De itnex•0u ~ed, t~i~now t.hfl. \; WJ . 
have ju<1t made arrangements wlth the 'tia:yDep~l'tfl!tmt for 
the sale to the Wnr R!lt'ugee iloard of 209 .• 000 pEJ!'Oels of 
this Government 1 n;present reserve of prisoner of war . 
0oakagee now in switzerland, on oondltlon _ th&t the_ paz•_-. 
aela-.be crepnoil.e.ged uofore shipment by the War Refugee 
Bottrd into Germany. 11e _ e.re now 'Working out the details 
of the transfer and :repnokllging. · 

. \;ie are very pleased-over this because H now nstlurea 
ua of on t~dequate supply of food to be ehippad by truck. 
from Switzerland. During the past two <veeks, we have 
thoroughly explorod the problem of obta.1n1ng food rro::n 
sources in the United Stnt.ee and it 16 clear that, even. _ 
under the b~s:t oiraumstanoes·, 1t would take· many .months · 
before pnckages could be prepared for shipment· to Europe. 
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THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF WAR 
WASHINGTON 

5 Aprl~. 1945 

Bri_gad) er G~iieral ~Yi ~liam _Q 1L'w,yr•r 
~xec,J.ti ve. Di rec to.r 1 l·lar fiCfugL-fl Board 
'!:·reasnr,v Department 
:·:ashingbn 25, D. C. 

r:n -accor~lance with your reoue.s-t I enclosE; 
a ~opy o~" a letter '.·:hieh I am today ·_sen(~ipg_ ~·) 
the Am82'tCan Rea Cros~ in connec~iori--wi th tne 
JH:;;)Osed tr."<n~fe!' o.f 206;000 foo·rr·p<ncels. 

Er~c. 

SincerelJ', 

~';J).IW o/u.u '«t.( 
DAVI DSOH SOMJ.fERS 

'Ha.jor·, Ai 1' Cor::>s 
f\_ssista-nt ~E~ecutjVe 

cc 1 t·r.: 5 Apr. '45 t,, Ryan, Red Cross, 
fm. o~· .. ;3~·l 
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5 Aprtl 1945 

-~r. Philip B,an, Director 
Ch1l1an Reller, Inaular aJ1d ·l'oreign OperaUoa• 
American Red Crou 
lfath1ngton 25, D. c. 

Dear Mr. linn: 

'fhll h to adYhe you, pureuant to our conYereaUon 
today, that ve haYe recehed a letter from General o 1lhtyer, 
Execut1Ye-D1reotor of the War RefUgee Board, accepting · 
the condittona·upon which the War Department stated, in 
Colonel Gerhardt's letter of March 30th, a copy of which 
vaa turntehed lo you, that it would agree to eeli 2os,ooo 
food parcell nov in Swi herland to the 'liar Retugee Board 
tor diBtribuUon to war retugeee in concentration campa 
1 n Ge l'llall7. 

_General O'Dwyer ~tates that the War RefUgee Board 
accepte the War Depart•ent offer, 

Under-the ctrcu.ataacee, while details as to payment 
and tranater are -being worked out, 1t h requested that 
;vou eazark .aos;ooo of the food parcell,which 7ou are hold­
ing in Swi harland tor ~htribution to American priloner• 
of war, tor nentual traneftir to the- War Rehgee Board 
under arrange•enta to be worked out between it and the 
¥ar Dapart•ent. · 

Sincerely, 

.BI~ 
DATIDSOJl SOMMERS 
Ha.for, Air Corp• 

Aaetatant ExeouttYe 

COPY EUH 'liAR HEFUGEE OOAHD 
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··· -APR 4 . 1945 

Dear Colonel Gerhardt: 

I have receiTed your letter of March 30, 1946, 
concerning the proposal or the War Refugee Bo4rd to Pl.ll'­
chaee tood~parcele from the stock or allied prisons!\ of 
war food packages now in Switzerland. 

The Board is firmly conT.inced that in order to 
pertor. its most important function ot bringing relief to 
ciTilian internees under e·neJD1 control it must obtain food 
now in Switzerland.· The Board's efforts to obtain food 
parcels from sources in· the United States have made 1t 
clear that eTen under the beat circumstances it '1-lOuld take 
me:n;y months before suohc food could. be prepared for shipment to Europe. · 

Aocordingi;y, the Board accepts the offer of the 
War Department to sell the Board 206,000 parcels of this 
GoTernment•s present reserTe or prisoner ot war packages 
in SwUzerland. 'fhe Board will arrange tor the repackag~ 
ot the parcels before shipment to the refugees in German 
concentration camps UDder the superTision of the loter""' 
national Red Cross. You are assured that the Board's 
reeding progr~ is f'orretugees in.GermanconcentraUon 
camps only. 

It wiU be appreciated it ;you will a4Tise ''\he 
Board a1i once as to the cost of the 296,000 parcels and as, 
to the steps to be taken by the Board to obtain title and .. 
possession of the parcels 1D order that appropriate 1nstruc~ 
tiona may be forwarded to its representative in Switzerland 
and to the International Red Cross~ · 

'ler;r truly yours, 

(a£~ed) William o • Dwyer 
~' ~.,;!~. 

WUL'J.'i"iif'0 1Dv7er 
Kxecut1'e J1reotor 

Col. Harrison A. Gerhardt, 
ExecutiYe to.Ass 1 t. Secretary of' War, 
Roo• 4£886, Pentagon Building, 
Washington, D. o. 
4.4'~ ~ 

FH:W0 1D:hd ./4/46 
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WAR DEPARTMENT 

OFFICE OF THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY 

WASHINGTON, D. C, 

30 March 1945 

Brigadier General lrilliam O'Dwyer 
Executive Director, War Refugee Board 
Treasury Department 
Washington 25, D, C. 

Dear General: 

I refer to your recent request for. the views of. the War. Depart­
ment on a proposal that the ~Tar Refugee Board purchase 900,000 food 
parcels from the stock of 7,000,000 food parcels now iri Switzerland 
and. intended for use by United Nations prisoners of war in German~. 

This matter has been discussed with the American Red Cross. and 
the following information has been obtained: 

a. Only 2,000;000 parcels in the present reserve are'()w~ed 
by this Government, the balance being the property cif otherii~overn­
ments of the Uriited Nations whose nation~ls .• are prisoners Q!j}war 
in German custody. The United States lilon'('cannot provide:ihe 
desired 9oo,obo parcels, as to do so ~.ci~ld reduce by allllost ·one­
half thecreserve available for Uriited'f'St'ates pris()ners_of war, It 
would ther13fore be necessary for the War -Refugeej~garci to negotiate 
with the Citlier Governments involved, on .the. baiiis·:-u trying. to ob·.:. 
tain the desired number of parcels pro rata out of tlie total stock• 
pile. 

b. The Americen Red Cross strongly urges that no prisoner 
of war parcels ;<be distributed to war refugees urilees;,repacked, as 
distribution outsilie prhoner of war camps of parcels. marked for 
prisoners of warLw:Ould destroy the security Provided at preserit 
aga:i.n~.t..;,~he rilisliii.~ior diversion of the,se special parcels. In the 
opinioniof .the l'ersonnel Division this positiC)n is sound, andt1f;. 
is understood, further, that the War RefugeE! :abard has informal{y · 
expressed concurl'_ence tl).~rein to the Red Cross:· Hence the necessity 
would arise for repacki~·dthe 900,000 parcels in Switzerland, and 
this, it is believed, would be difficult to do~· In connection with 
the above, this Division ·is informed by the Americen Red Cross 
(Mr. Pate) that the Red Cross is;,in a posi tioll to package in its 
plants in the u.s. 15,000 specie.l''refugee food parcels PE!r day, the 
necessary supplies to be furnished by the War Refugee Bo!i(rd; 

.; 

/ 

j 
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The War Department has· so far concurred· only in the forwarding 
by the War Refugee Board of specifically packaged "refugee parcels" 
to war refugees in concentration camps in Germany. If it i.s now ··--
1J1_1;e_~ed_ t_o __ f._~~cl. r~!~E)El_S_:}~_CJ:erlll!ll'lr o_utside_()f conC:eJl.H!I:H.Q!LQ_~~~ 
the .que!)_t_i_.:m o:f bl()ckede yi,_o_l~~;ion. ia. pre_s_e~te~. The War Department 

I r- woUld ~appreciate a clarification of the intention of the War Refugee 
1_ Board in this respect. _ . - · 

AssUilllng that the food parcels in question will be distributed 
solely in concentration camps, supervised_ by International. Red. Cross 
Committee in accordance 11i th existing practice, I should like to ask 
the .earnest consideration of_ the l~ar Refugee Board to the matters 
set forth above and that the War Refugee- Board, make every effort; 
·subject to available shippi!Jg, to_ provide .the desired parceis from 
sources in the United States. 

If _t_lle War Refugee Board considers that_it•lriust procure these 
~ parcels in Sl'fitzerland, the 'lo'ar Department Willagree to sell its 

proportionate share of the requested to-tal (i.e;. 2/7 or approxi­
mately 206,000 parcels), on col1di ti<m that these parcels be re­
packaged before shipment into Germ8ny •. 

Sincerely, 

Colonel, General Staff Corps 
Executive to Ass' t Secretary of War 





- '' 

In viel'i of the p6s3ibi11ty ithat 'Gne War Refu~ee Boa.rd 
s tocknile of food packages in Swi tzerle.nd mic;ht be quickly 
exhausted if E'deoue.te trucking eqLiip;;Jecnt oecomes e.ve.ilt'.ble . 
soon, on ),!arch 22 General 0 1 D\::yer teler)honed Colonel Gear- •. 
ha.rdt. of Hr. :t>IcGloy 1 s office to find out if it rai~ht oe possi­
ole for an a.llocation to be made from existing brisoner of VIB.l

1 

stocl::oiles in Switzerland to the itle.r Refu;:;ee Boa1'd a.gainst r·e­
Dlenishment· in kind or in ;·,wney. Colonel· G·eerhEtrdt B.dvised 
General 0 1 D~;yer the.t this 1·:as. nrimarily a •natter for ·Lhe Ameri-'­
cEtn Red Crost'l and he suggested_- tnat General 0 1Dwyer re.ise H 
vith the Red Cr·o<C:s. He also ste.ted that he would discuss the 
question a.t the War Depart;nent. - .- · ·· 

General C 1D::yer th,cin telephoned BeRil 0 1 Connor, Gnairma.n 
of the. A'llerican Red Cl1 0ss, and. expl.?..lned the )roole:n to nirn. 
Er. 0

1 
Connor ap.;eered to oe very syo~>& chetic "~a 'Glw ,?rb!:Josa.l 

and stated thn he 1'iould r·Eise ~L!le ma.tter immedia.tely 1~1ith his 
' E ta.ff ?t1d h9:ve SO':ieone call the Genera.l a_t once; There&.f·Ger' 
tt.r. Ryan of the knerican Red Cross ce.lled. GenerGl 0 1D1qer and 
exolc.ined the.t the stocknile in ;3-v;i t;;erle.nd contains only a.oout 
l,'X.JO,•lOO food packq~:es :for American orisoneri; of 1-wr a11cl. that 
the bplance is me.de up o:t' packe,sesjor o t;ner Allied prisoners. 
He si;e.ted thac, in \rie,,- of this fact, it viould be impos_siule 
to a.llocate any quantity for ,i'lar Refugee Boaed pur_cjoses since 
it is conte:;mle.ted_ the.t all American :'riso-ner of war cmcli:f.i.ges 
on hand in S~·;itzerl'lmd \·:ould oe needed for Arnerice.n orisoners. 
l·ir.· Ryon incUc.sted, hov:ev€lr,.that t4eRed._Cross voulci oe Hole. 
to help-tlfe 'lie_r Refugee Boa.ru by madng eva.ile,.ole its pa.cting 
center in- Ne1-1 Y::>rk for ~~hELoa.ckaging of -ii&r Hefugee Boe.rd pe.r­
cels to oe shi'1~ed from this country. 

In vi'""' of tns fact 'oha.t l.rr. l·lcClellahd ao.vi&eci the .Board 
the.t tnere is a stockr:,ile of 80,000 tons of prisoner of 'liar 
EU':)I)lies in S'i'itzerlnnd, and in vie;·;_ OI' the, fsct ti:lat l';l". Currie 
and Orvis 3chmi6_t, l·•D.o·had juEt returned from S;·:itzerland.

1 
a.6.­

vised thet the '1risoner of war stocks in Switzerl~nd are not 
::mly tr-e;Jendous- 'Jut in some cec:es S)oilin&:·, nr,d .in ·.r::.e~,· of the 
Board•s need to be ur·eu~Tedi'or• e.clditional sunplies, 3-ene:cal 
c 

1
Dl'1yer deciCled to rB.ioe ti1e ".JHt-~er 'i:iti:l Dnvirl Nlles of' the 

-,·Jhite'Hov.:;e. Genera.l C 1D\·;yer su~::c;e:ned ~~hat o recuest 'Go 

;.:r. 0 1 Connor from "oil(; ";:!lite- Ho.!;l.Se ·1L·ht exoedi te tile matter. 
:.;r, HUes co.ll0d back lv.tel'~ .... ic:e.id .. thPt he c1iscus'•ed the 
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··:le'Goer' ·v:i"Gl1 hrs; Boettiger :;;.nd that H ~•,e:,10!.'.:cndu:n outlinirt'ii 
the oroblRr:' as sta:ced ~Go ;hi·L ';)y .General O'Dv:;rer should ,ioe .. 
sent· direct rrom .the Ge:-te'ral to li,rs. Boetti":er. Such .a .ne7,o­
·~:?~l.ldur~1 i;.7P s ~rep£? . .c·Eid cuid v~r;.s . sent to i~lrs .'_ Bo~t.~·lc.-;er a,t .. ~2: ill p· .. rr: •. , 
;·.ith 8. CODY to i"-r. Niles. 

Generel 0 1 D,·:yer &.;).vj.sed .3e:CreLery l·lorgenthe.u of'.the for'"'­
:;oint::; owl the i3eoreta.ry indicf•ted that.he ':100.10. oe very e;led 
·.;a he-lp if his oer:Jon:el HssistRnce 1·:ere necess&.rJ<. · 

On l·:F.rch 23 i GenerEl 0 1 Dwyer rc:cen\Ts> qed.· the \·:hole ma ·~ ~;e:c 
pn<'i decided th?.t it v:ould oe ine.C:.visaole to press f;;;.rther .. for 
on a.llocEltion of prisoner of vle.rr;u!)pliez, F.d:. least 0.ntil the 
3oard. ~if:S in & 00Sition to sa.y it had tr•ucks "::>v.t [!0 .food .•. He 
therefoi>e o.ecided the,t every effort should i:Je me•le t:::. re)J,:enish 
"~he iier Ref;_<gee Bo8.ril. stockpile in S>·;itzerla:nd e.s sob.n as .£)ossi-
0le vii th pe.ck.s.;.:;es ootained uncl.er ::,ur second Bnd ~;bird. food pro­
·::r&.,:1s i·ih·ich h~Hl been cleBI''?.d \·Jitl1 the ·Blocke.de -ei.l.ti1.orities. · 
'Jith~respect ·to the second oroe;re:n, · :i,t •;:8.a decided to e.t'~era:ot 
to lw.ve the contract le'G i)y Treasury Procv.re•:~ent to thr53e con­
"G:'&otore. in_ ti:te h.ope the.t a sho:c·ter time 'vl·JI.ild. J& . co(lsulned in 
B.ccu,nulaUng the 300,000 ))a.clm;:;es. Genera10 1Dt;yer .discu'esed 
this wi'Gh gr~ Pehle who ste.ted tha~; he ha.d no· ooje.ction. e.nd 
crrengements v:ere me.c1e v:Hh Tree.::u.ry Procurement to effectuate 
this. ''li t!1 respect to the tO.irJ. proc;r&_;:r, Khich<has jus·G Peen 
a~)>Wovedby thre Blockade eut;horities, 3-enere.l 0 1D;,:yer decided 
'thet he shoUld lm.:-.euia.tely e.sk f:Jr the necessary .<J.llocetic.n of 
:t\.u1ils :trora ~he President's Foreign Relief Appropr'iatbn and 
:'·ie.t_ liS sl1ov.ld ·oal~e ·up .t::e offer ·of Red Croas "co packe.ge for 
v.s on thisoc·rogr.e.m. · Since, as a. ••wtter af cour·~Gesy, 1·:e ha.\Te 
elt·:e.ys asked for·.~k1erica.n Red GrosH a.ppro 1TB.l t.o o;;.r .r•eciuest 
for such e.n e.llocatiori, General 0 1Dwyer cellec1 ~ir. Ryei'.! to 
fin(i ov.t if he h&.d e.ny ::>:Jjcction to our request to. the Fresi~. 
dent. ~-:r. Hye.ri inc1:i.cited- ·~,:ne:c tl1ere •::ere no .unoi:l1i;.,e:tec1 funds 
in this e :corooriation; the 1; ti:1ere \·:as a. oala.nce of a.oou:i:. 
~3,000 ,'·JtJQ- \·!h-lch he.d . oeen- ouli .. __;e--~8~ ·.Jy 'tne A!" .. ~ rice.n- Red Cros·s-. 

;.;r. l-icCorme.cl~ cl"lecked \·;ith Tree.sv.r,y l'roc1.1reT.ent ;;mel found 
thet es of l~Grch 2-3, the e.:;,ount of unooli;ated funds e.lloce"t.ed 
ta Tre8sury Procure~ent from thiS a~prapriation is i3,610,822. 
It ~;e.e decid.ed ~;o send the letter to· the President requesting 
a.n allocation of \il, 125,000 for this '1iar Refuges i3oa.rtl. ·9;ro·grHn1 
and 1;o o~.1it froJT:. &:\P~~etter any :;.~eference to j:n··ior· clearance 
v.'ith the A;nerica.n Red Cross v:ith :c·espect to this a:;.location. 

F. Hodel 
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'l'ho lfur R11fw;ee .E-onrd O:JCpeoto tliat 00 tono of tl'ttCld.n& nniJ ::t,N)ll r.~lloru1 
of ~oollml fi. ~ v11l lJ& J~~&il• s'YaUn'bb vaey t!hnP\4' hf)lll llilttll4 lJh.\01 ·!1fli1V 
stoek• to tJ\•Intt'!1'n~Uond Ul'ld OrostJ f',,,. til$ 'tlOV~tll'&t of '111\ll'. ltafuee~> »mi.r": 
food '!Jr>..Vceb to lJltl)l'rWttt tn oonoentr8\lon and. rotl.ii;M o~es tn 611&"¥ »tu'opl'.; 
Curl-Mt!T ~e \l'pr n$1\teno !lt>IU'Il bill! !!~}_i)l'OJttta~tely ar.!f .• ooo of thMe 1,~rua11!1 
ln OotelHlrg, 'htoden, Md ln I~, O!!!l'Ullmt, l!.tld oo,ooo lil<~'CG1o ln ·ncn~Wa. 
It otm l"Oet'111y be netm tbllt thmse GtoQ~q>lhu vlU. 'be ~rulck'i:r exhctt~tml \thMt 
thane trtok9 (~'6 t m'tlng. · · 

'.1.'.11o 1Jo"rd hn111 funb for th !li'O(J!IIJ'OMon' tmll llMr.a!Mlt of tm v.JlMitonat .· 
300,ooo y>..'U'Cols fioom the Unt tad 9ktea• but undor tn.o bod poontble ctl'eO.m.:. 
ilt!;nooo prlom\o oontrii!Otors ~>.re Ul'lt<lllo to fi'ltd'<t..'\\oG oeU.voey- of thi<l'l'O pnrcf4e 
1n lO!Je~ then t..l!r&G r10ntha \tme. .':Ide hr;tnp, tho ou.ne, ~~~. 11111 h~>.ve truck II &net 
r,:iooUM tut no J!•lli'»I'J to dhtr!JI\tto to th~ une.MiutlntP-d lnterneoe who f~;.co 
a1wtain dl14tlt hcl!l eteno~Uon. · · · 

. On t!1o o\htn" hm1il1 ~#! k;!ilt'l6!lt:l lbt!.on!)l ~ad ih'OI!IIl hr>!l a ~fnol:p\b of ovln' 
71 0{;!),0!',0 pl"lsoMJ' of '111!1" po:roole ill the ho.ndo of thG lnt<lrtlat.ion~ Ron OromtJ 
~ttoo tn Oenfta t'ol' i'l1otrl\1Utlmt w \inlt;f~d !Jtr*tl!ll n1Utl\l!"f !'.llu CivtU.an, 
111\01'116tll!l• 'l'ho oon\l1l;y dbtrl'buUon 1'!1t0 b ~J}I'CU:l!Mklll7 'o'.fj."J,!XiO r.:.u•colt0 . 

A.\ thin rate, u utll ·time :t1 f:!Oilthfll to ~.t..tlflt the ~,.-.hun.;; Bt<,ck);Ue. .An 
Dilttlt1oM136a,:mo. ~~i'eeh ll.1t fo"'*l"''l t1'om \hh O!'i\lntey t;~n.ch mnth to r~lenhb 
thla utockpile. Ro~ly '-~b r4!J•l~tl!lmlf;'flt fllCOOetla tt•~ n·Jnthly <'\iutr!.'lmtion 
l'~W bj 31'l pt!J' CMt. - . . 

~i'lu> l.lotll"4 dfllres t~ ob~ln m A.Uoo~-~.tt.~n l)i' t5 \bollel!ol\4 t!Jnt~. (&Ughtly 
in eimoee of OO.i,uoo !'l'll'Celti} h'olll tht" qtGflkpUe to '1JG £<>~mnw'.<efl fen.• thG 
J!or1rd' ~ f&&Mng !lt'Oo~liM. ~o 'Jior.1'tl -..Ul ntl!tm.c;l'l fol- rdmlm!'MnMmt ci thi'r tn 
doll~s or 1n kl~ 

'l'hh ;>l'6r4hl ha.e nfltm dhoutto>,ftd wtth Hr. ll!:;..;U o•\1o!'.rio)r, ChF,itnlril of 
the AnodoM. lfaU-mnl ~ll!d Cr"'''• WI) h vor;.- $ll'':f'·itbuUo e.m\ h t:>.k1ng Ute 
udt.u \l') wlth mP.~>iiJ~:r• (}f hh! Btft!f. '1b.1a, unt'lr•ubte.dly, v111 Nll!ltU 1n con;. 
~idcrr.ble de~. 

ln vh!o! or tho u-r~. n re~uo~~ t.r> ~>~r. otoonnor Mm.t. tho l'i\ittol' o" 
er.y;~dt.tef! wllt pPO'l•!'lil\!f '!\TI') th~.> lt~ Of !.llllt:f p&!lplo. 

nM r1~uttr,.., 
:; I " ";.;:.-. 

;/ 
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!nOll J'AOKA.r.t:ll ll'Olt 1Nfi,1Jl'ti-il<~ )lt fiv:ll1W1 ()1.1l!Ol'll't'M'l'l0ZJ N!p Rr:Ft.ioRrl Ch\U'§ 

/ 'lhe War Rofugea lJGnl!'d Uilech that 00 tontJ of t~cklng llhd n,ooo (',allof.lt. 

of anecllno n ~ vlll bo maae u~tlnblo ~cry r.hnrtly fro~ Unltnd States ~ 

. etocke to \he ID\I!mn\lonal Rnd OI'Oos for the mver~ent of 11M' notuem• Jmtu'd 

£ooc1 !l'~eeb to latomut tn o'oflatl\tl'tlU&t\ M4. refugee O.ll!'lPII tn en~ tlllJ'()pe. 

Onrrently ~ ~d' l'tef\laeo ·BGU'd hat! ~l'Oldlilntely aM,OOO of tboae p11roelt 

ln Oote'bOI'81 lllll.,._, Md ill 'Wbetlk• Ge~, and 60,000 p~lri tn GiJM't'e,. 

1t csn road117 be eetm \ht'lt tbeee e~okptlee wt11 be t~ulekly e:r.hr.u~toll \:lliWl 

th011o trtektl Bftt mnrag. 

'lbe ~nri hns ~· for the nl"OCUI'ooent tmd oMpi;lent of on nM1biona.l. 

300,000 ptU"Celfl hom tho \fnlted Btn.tee, l}U.t \llldor thfl beet -poonlble c11'CV.m­

.ot~noeB prt.'r!\te Ol)fttl'tlO\Grw are ui1Ah1o to g\1.!\'l'antoe aeU.'f'Ol'Y of' thene p&X'GeU 

tn hes thM tlU"fle r.lOntbe ttme. '&'hh betng tM1c~~.ne, we 11111 lio.ve tn10kft &114 

gllenltft& rot no !lllOk!!gee to dhtr!'h\tto to th.a una.mal~U.atP~ tntemeoe who .f!Uit 

o0rtat.n death trtm a~Uon. ·· · 

I . I 
On tho othGr han"• th• h:IM"letm lfnt1oM1 Rod Cro~s hnll e. ~tockpUe of o't'er 

?,ooo,ooo prl.onel' of wu pfiHeb In the h\'IJ:I"-s of the lnt~Uonal lled Groes 
Oommttoo in 6fm.ft'lt for dhtri1iutlen ta trnt.tn4 Ht&.tee mU~ and ei.S.U.a 

1nternoce. ~e ~thly dintrlbution rate ie ap~rG~tely 9f~1,oo~ p~rculs. 

M thh rate, it vUl take • 'ir/ llll>ntb.s to tr.':hmt11t the •xl•tlft{{ otocti:plle, loa 

rl/!11! Uon.P.l 3&2, 000 'P!\1'0$19 ao :t'omm'td hom thle oo~tr.r orach mrinth to replenhh 

thio ?toclqlile. · ~ttghly thtr> rrmlenhlltll!ftt ~f!4fl t'hu m,.,nthly t:lit<tl'llmtloa 

rn\e 11~ 35 per cent. 

'i'iJO Jior.rd deSll'e, to Obtdn P..ll (ll}oO!!tlOn bf.' l} tbotisat\4 Wri$ ( 1';\1(~tlf 

in e7.ees:; ef 90i111)00 '1'rl'I'Mlt!) i"r<•m thi>i! JJtooJ11!t.l~ to be eln'!i\>lrketl. f'nr .the · 

JlOI;rdl ll fed.!nt; ):·l'O~r.J-.10 '!'i't~ il?l•.t'~ •.1!11 nH't'Jl.gfl :t'ol' 1'$1lllbuJo!!~~t oUhnp in 

nol.l!!l'9 M' in kt'l'.~. · 

. ~ 

'?hh ·:>l'!i 1:or.~\ 1" .. ~ n·een di.~~>ll'1 with ~r. 3n.,11 t.)IIJonn,,., Obd'l'!'JI!Il ot 
th• Aoi)J'1C!I.11 lil'>thnr.l ?.~It lh•.n:s, \<ffio h vecy eynpRthett• runt 1"' t~ns •h• 
Mttel!' Uj) mtb l!em1H'Il'ft of Mt t!t.."'f'f0 'l'hh, t~nl!'>\l'bt~7• witl !'1!$11\ in ql)n­

lidar~hle del~. 

Sn vhw o~ tho urgency, n r~o!j.O'.It to Mr. ()ttJonnol' \M.t tho !'!<lttf'l' 'IJ('I 

er.p!~!t.e4 v!.U r>tob••'•'-:t ~~>.vr. th~.\ lhn11 ot mM:r pflt>ple, 
.:_~~-

r 

'~ll\,\ 
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ADDRESS OFt:ICIAL COMMUNICATIONS TO 

THE SECRETARY OF STATE 

DEPARTMENT OF STA1 E. · WA5HINGTOI4 ~. D. C. 

WASHINGTON 

orrice or Foreign Liquidation 

Frank B. Gatchell, Jr. 
Budget and FlsP-~ing Officer 
:'iar Refugee Board · 
811 District.Kational Bank Bldg• 
t"iashington, D. C. 

Dear Er. Gatchell: 

In reply refer to: · 
FI;.580-GVIC 

FEB 12 1945 

Attached herewith is the copy promised you or 
the revised receipt obtained by the Washington offices 
of L~1ffiA for the Red Cross Food Parcels of which the 
UNiL"flA agent took possession in Geneva, Switzerland. 

Yours very truly, 

Attachment (1) 



.......... 

I~ the undersigned', on behalf of 

UNRRA, have taken title to 

206.000 standard food parcels (ex Amcross) 

49.247 invalid food parcels. 

Royall Ty:Le:r;t 
UNRRA Representative 

in Switzerlando 

Geneva, October 29, 1945o 





_...., ... 
. "'•. 

'lHE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGIDN 

January 31, 1945 

. MEMOHANDUM FOR: Secretary of the Treasury 
Chairman of the American National Red Cross 
Executive Director of the War Refug@e Board ·. 

Since the procurement .and shipment of the 285 ,ooo focid packages 
for distribution to victims of enemy persecution in .Europe, referred 
to in my memorandum of September 12, 1944,. have been successfully com-

. plated, the Executve Director of the War Refugee Board has reconmerided. 
that an additional 3001000 three-kilo food parcels. be· procured by this 
Government for similar distribution to·:,massimilated persoris in concen­
tration and refugee ciiunps located in thut part of. Europe now held or 
occupied by the enemy. · 

In order that this program may be put into effect as rapidly as 
possible, it is directed that the followins steps be t,aken at cmcet 

(1) The unobligated balances of funds all6cated to the Treasury 
Department from the appropriations for Foreign War Relief, continued· 
available until June 30, 1945, by the ~cond Deficiency Appropriation 
Act, 1944, shall he available to the ~cretary of the Treasury up to 
a value of. $1,125,000 to procure commercially these parcels .and for 
reimbursement to the Aiile:dcan National Red Cross for the, cost of war6-

-housing within the United States and the ultimate transportation of 
these parcels to the International Committee of the REid. Cross, As 
agreed between Treasury Procurement Division a!ld the War Refugee .B()ard, 
the lll.rector. of_,Procurement shall arrange for the puz:chase of these 
parcels for delivery to the Amerioan National Red Cr<i,as:· . . - , .. 

(2) As agreed between the American Na tiorial Red Cross and th~dvar 
Refugee Board; the Chairman of the American National RedV'crcis.s shalL <ic· 
arrange for the warehousing within the United States aniiJ:afiipping of ·the 
300,000 three-kilo food parcels to the International Committee of the 
Red Cross for ulti_matedistributi"im amen&. such.lllU!~_similatsg,perS()llf!~ 

(3) The Elc~~w~~e ·Illr$l.ctor of the )'far Rei\l~l~t{~ard sh~l ex~~clse 
ove~all responsibility:.;:f~bis prpject. 

/a/ F. D. R. 


