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EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 

WAR REFUGEE BOARD 

WASHINGTON 25, D. C. 

... . 

JAN 2 7 1945 

.,/ 

TO BR I~.rAD IER-GEt!ERAL \•TILL IA: 0 1 :JWYER 

You e hereby ~noo1nted Execut ive lrector 

of the \le.r Refugee Bon .. ~ effect1 ve 1m!Iled..:.a tely . 

·;e are sure t··e can rely on JOU to ca!'ry on 

the :!.opo.:·t."~:. t t"~si.. ,t...,jigneC: t..> this Board by 'the 

Pt·es !.dent . 

Actina Secretary vl 3t te 

cfl!M~~-
Secretnry -J. 11.l" T ... ea...,u.t•y 

~~/..~. 
Secretary of Uar 

' 

• 
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January 27, 1~45 

HY dear f'.r . Secretary: 

I cannot to1 1nate today my sorvlce aa 
Execut1vo Director or the War Refugee oard wtthout 
exPreso.;l!ng ~o you ;peroon lly the sat1s!nct1on ~lb1ch 
I have d rlvcd from t111s task . 

s I know oo tell, the war Ref ee Board uld 
not have bOen er.tabll shed lf 1t had not been tor 
your courage and 1ntoru.;o 1ntorest. l·or v~ould the 
'ar RefUGee Board been able to ncco!:lpl1sh t 1 t 

has accompliShed vdthout your active daily support , 
as ell as your 1daas and 1nap1rat1on. 

r think we have all 1ned a :n t deal 
personally rro th 1s expor1ence , as w 11 as having 
~compl1ehed a gr.eat deal or good, and I \vant to 
~ank you on my behalf , as well as on behalr of the 
.-,ny people who have bene.f t ted tro the Board' a 
&ctl vl t1 es • 

J . \l. Pehle 
Exocut1vo Dtrector 

.. Boaorable 

!be Secretary o! the Treasury 

JWPUJ.e:etvr 1/27/45 

cc - Mr. Lesser 
Mr . DUBois 
Hr . Lux!ord 
russ Hodel 

I 



EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 

WAR REFUGEE BOARD 

WASHINGTON 25, D. C. 

·. 

JAN G I J.945 

.tE: ORANDtr.. TC J OHN ',f. PERLE 

\'/e heve received yov.r letter of ree1gr1Ption 

dated J anuary 27 , 1945. 

In view of your ~equest and the pressure of 

your other J~J.tiee , your r esi nation i s hereoy 

accepted . The Board e.)prec1stes the services you 

have rendered and your devotion to the breat and 

important task aesigned to this Boe1~ bJ the 

President . 

Actinc Secretary of Sta t e 

eYE.~~~ 
-(~/..~ 

Secretary of Her 



()ffiCf OF THE 
E.XJCUTIVE DIRECTOR 

·. 

EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 

WAR REFUGEE BOARD 

WASHINGTON 25, 0. C. 

JAN 2 t !945 

MEMORANDmi TO THE WAR REFUGEE BOARD 

I hereby submit to you my resignation as 
Execut~ve ~irec~or of the 'lla,r Refugee Board 
effect1ve 1mmed1ately. As Assistant to the 
Secretarf of the Treasury there has recently 
been ass1gned to me the supervision of the opera­
tions of the Treasury Procurement Divis ion, which 
includes the difficult task of disposing of the 
surplus consumer goods turned over to the Treasury 
Department by the Army and the Navy . In view of 
t he increasingly heavy burdens imposed on me by 
thi s new assignment, I have found it necessary 
to resign as Executive Director. 

It has given me deep personal satisfaction 
to have been a part of the vital work undertaken 
by this Government to save a.nd protect the innocent 
victims of Nazi persecution . While many lives have 
been saved as the resu lt of our efforts, we have not, 
of course, met with complete snccess . However, I 
am proud of our achievements in the face of the 
difficulties encountered. 

I have been reluctant to take this action and 
leave the Board because of the important vrork which 
remains to be done . I no longer have this reluctance, 
however, in view of Briga.dier-General ~lillia.m O'Dwye!'s 
willingness t o assume the responsibilit i es of Execut1ve 
Director. 

e~f!c--
E Director 



MAR 27 1944 

My dea r Kr. Secretary: 

your fi l es a phot ost a t of a memorandum, 

dated March 2~ , 1944 , si gned by t he Pr esident 

approving the appointment of John W. Pehl e 

as Executive Director of t he War Refugee 

Board . 

Very truly yours, 

Secretary of tbe Treasury. 

!he Honorabl e 

!he Secretary 

1 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTO N 

My dear Mr. Secretary: 

MAR 27 1944 

There ia attached hereto for 

your files a photo tat of a memorrndum, 

dated M~rch 24, 194lt , s1aned by the 

President apP,roving the aoryo1ntment of 

John W. Pehle as Executive Director of 

the War Refugee Board. 

Very truly yours , 

Secretary o! the Treasury. 

the Honorable 

The Secretary of State. 

Inclosure 

IIP:lbh 3/25/~ 

\ 
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THE WHlTE H OUSE 

WASHINGTO N 

.. 
. ., .. . -

March 24, 1944 

The appointment of John W. 

Pehle as permanent Executive' Director 

of the War Refugee Board is hereby 

approved. 


