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Schwellenbach Names Two A ideal 
Sf!«la.l to TKI: NIW YoJat T'CMD 

WASHINGTON. Aug. 2- Ap-
polntment. or John W. Gibson of 
Detroit and Albert Abraha.meon of 
Bnmswlck. Me., u special uslst­
ants to the Secretary of Labor was 
announced today by Secr etary 
Schwellenbach. Mr. Gibson, who 
had been president of the CIO 
Michigan State Council, will be as­
soaialcd with Carl Moran and 
Daniel W . Tracy, Malstant uere· 
tarlu. In the taek of reo~ 

~
e department. Mr. Ab~, 
ho wu ustetent7xeeuUve dlr­
r of the War Rc.tu,pe ltoard. 
U ~1st Mr Moren. 
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JAoa Janet &. Cordell 

David White 
I 

Subject: UX'. Albert Abrahal:laon 

Apr1l 17, 1945 

For y-our information ur. Albert AbrahAl:leon haa 

made no other erJP1()1J::ent arrantJe ante and 1a to be carried 

in a leave lfi thout pay atatu. untU torther noti.ae. 

MLD• rpJ I 4.-l ?lil45 



March 29, 19.a 

t 
kr. Alber~ Abralwaaou 
o/ o Moe•• LeaY1\\ 
Jolot Di~tribu\ion 0~1\t .. 
370 Madiaoo Y.aue 

ev York, I v York 

Dear Mr . 

• recentl7 aoYed t o ~he Sloane Bu1ld1n«, l2~b S~reet, 

R. . , 71!~h floor. Beat viahee \ o you. 

DD.9'14 Whih 
Jda1D1t tra t1Y8 O!rlcer 



DEC 9 1944 

Dear Jiac 

I have reoe1Te4 your letter of JlloeJ:ber 6t h 
aubaittin& rour r .. 110ation .. Aasi.tan\ ecut1Ye 
piroctor ot tbe 'kr Jtetug .. DoN'd to become e!feot1 ve 
December 31, 1944. 

It 18 with nluota\ 01 and d19ep rqret t hat 
I accept your reai&nation. In YUw ot the marked de­
cl1ne iD the vol.u.. of liar Retu;ee Boarc1 operaticna, 
I can \lllderatand your deaire to lean the Board at. thi.a 
tiM. I hope that w ab&ll hllYe an opporbmity t.o dia­
ouaa the -t.ter in 1110re <letail in the near tut.ure. 

Sinoerely yours, 
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EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 

WAR REFUGEE BOARD 

WASHINGTON 25, D. C .. 

OFF!Cf OF THE 
f.XKIITIVI DIRECTOR 

Dear John: 

December 8, 19~~ 

In vi.ew of tbe sharp decline in the voluce of 
War Refugee Board ac ti vi-cy 1 and in further view of 
the planned transfer of its remaining functions 
elsewhere, I hereby submit m,y resignation from the 
position of Assistant Executive Director. This 
resignation is to be effective on December 31, 1944. 

Ten months with the Board have been both rewarding 
and instructive to me. I am grateful to you for arrang­
ing for me to join the Board i.n its important wor k and 
for the many courtesies you have shown me during our 
association. 

llr. John W. Pehle, 
Executive Director, 
lfar Refugee Board, 
Washington, D. c. 

Sincerely yours , 

Albert Abrahamson 
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-- 8 February 194Af. 

(Drett ' ot letter to be sent ( i t necessary) to st~son 
1 

or McCl oy) 

To expedite the wor k of the War Refu&ee Board it i s 

neces sar y to pr oceed immediately to recr uit a small staff 

ot experts . I t is particularly essential that I procure 

the services ot an i ndividual wi th a fir st-hand knowled&e 

ot the operati ons or the pri vate aeencies en&aged i n refueee 

wor k . 

A canvass of the f i eld indi cates that t he best avai l -
/ 

able person is Albert Abrahamson, now a private in the Army 

ot the United States. His A. S. N. i s 32966288 and he is 

assiened to t he Office ot Stratee i c Services , Present ati on 

Division. He was inducted on June 7, 1943 and a t t ained the 

aee ot 38 on November 4, 1943. 

His particular qualification t or the s t art or t he War 

Retucee Board lies in the tact t hat for 22 months pr eoedine 

hie induction into t he Army he was Executive Director ot 

the National Refucee Service, a pr i vate or &anizat i on with 

headquarters in New York City. Durin& hi s service aa 

Executive Direct or ot thi s agency, he had occas i on t o be in 

contact with most of the important public and private i ndi­

viduals and agencies in the tield, and t o a cquire a mastery 

ot the problea s involved. He is thus in a position t o give 

tbe Board t he t.mediate benefits ot these experiences. His 

~roa4er qual1t1oat1ons are eu 5? indicated -1 his service 

•lao• 1928 as a member or the eoonoa1oe taoulty at Bowdoin 
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Collece, and bT his experience (while on le•-e t 
~· r om Bowdoin ) 

on several publio and private assicnmenta, one ot whi oh waa 
to serve as State Adminis trator ot t he W.P .A. r or Maine 

rrom 19)5 to 19J7. 

Since it is my conviction t hat the eer vioee or Mr . 

A-rahamson are essential t o t he pr oper and effici ent 000 _ 

duct of the activiti es or t he War Retucee Board, I am re­

questin& that you arrence tor hie honorable d1eohar&e rrom 

the Army. 

It is my understandin& t hat there are provisions tor 

the honorable dischar&e or an enl isted man "tor the conven­

ience ot the covernment" when "based on the enl isted men'• 

importance to national health, safety, or interest". In 

this connection you will recall that the Pres ident ' s 

Executive Order, creating the War Retu&ee Board , contained 

the followinc declaration: 

"It is the polioy of t his Gover nment to 
t ake all measures within its power t o 
rescue the victims ot enemy oppression 
who are in imminent den&er or death 
and otherwise to afford auoh v1ot1ms 
all pos s ible relief and ass istance 
consistent with the euocesstul prose­
cuti on ot the war . " 


