


P

31

March 10, 1945

Dear Mr. M‘l

I have received your letter of March 8
submitting youwr resignation as a member of the War
Refugee Board to become effective March 15, 1945.

It ie with reluctance apd regret that I
t your resignation. In view of the marked de-
the volume of War Refugee Hoard operations,
understand your desire to leave the Board at

i
E

Sincerely yours,
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EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT

WAR REFUGEE BOARD
WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

March 8th, 1945.

Mr. William O'Dwyer
Executive Director, War Fefugee Boerd
Washington, D. C.

Dear Ceneral O'Dwyer:

T herewith beg to submit my recignation
from the VWar Refugee Board, effective as of close of business
on Merch 15th; 1945,

I should like to take this oprortunity te
exprees to you my appreciation for heving been allowed to
be associated with the life-eaving work of the Board.

£incerely yours,
Qi

Benjamin Akz:lap




Benjamin Akzin, born 1904 in Riga (Latvia).
Attended Russien and German schools in Riga and Saratov
(Russia). Studied law and political science at Universities
of Vienna, Paris, Liverpool, London, Harvard, Visited for
brief periods of study and research universities of Chicago,
g Michigan, Wisconsin, California, and the Library of the
¥ ) - League of Nations in Geneva.

f : Academic gg% Doctor of political science,
_ Vienna, 1926, Doctor y Paris, 1929. Doctor of
: Jurisprudence, Harvard, 1933.

Positions:
Assistant to Professor La Pradelle (International Law)
Paris, 1928-1929.
Assistant, Institute of Comparative Law, University of
Paris, 1930-1932.
Lecturer, Franco-Russian Institute, University of Paris,
L SRS 1930-1932.

i { = Lecturer,  Iibre des Sclences Soclales, Paris, 1?31—1932.
g - . Janc. . Asedolate m , Annuzire Interparlementaire, Parts, 1930-1939.
b feller rellou, 1932-1934.

- } essistant, Harvard Bureau of International Research,
1934-1936.

> Professor of law and gm:'ueiﬁ, Portia L‘ollun and Law s:hml.
S ove: 1936-1941,
mw w of the City of New York, 194,0-19L1.
Cgmltdo ”l' spe clalist, Library of Congress, 1941-194.
' e affairs specialist, War Refugee Board, 1944~ .

el e M uﬁ'ﬁﬁﬁ le fondement du droit des gens (Revue dd

- mm'mgmu":.l'mm?m rnational, 1927)
é eou »
ude en d6it constitutionnel (Revue de droit publie, 1928)
9) der Minderheit (Zeitschrift fuer oeffentliches Recht,
) mmu du droit m-mm public. Paris.
qmﬂw-

du droit dn gens (Revue do droit m.ruuml, 1929)
le de la nationalité, In: La Nationalité, Paris. Sirey, 1933.

Y T S

m an, 1933)
eroisée des chemins (L'Esprit mmn;;sls 1935).

of Internationsl Law (Iowa Law Review, 1




The Jews among the nations (American University, Digest of Intermational
Luw and Relations, 1935)

Propaganda by diplomats (American University, Digest of International Law
and Relations, 1935)

K The concept of legislation (Iowa Law Review, 1936)

i Choices before Baltic States (Foreign Affalrs, 1937)

Reflexions sur la science et l'education politiques aux Etats-Unis. Paris.

i Biray. 1938.

The Palestine Mandate in pemetice (Iows Law Review, 1939)

Pan-Areb nationalism (Asia, 1939)

The Jewish guestion after the war (Harper's Magazine, 1941)

Neutral convoys in law and practice (Michigan Law Review, 1941)

Data on military government in eccupled areas (Libraxry of Congress, Public
Affairs Bulletin 16, 1942)

When our troops occupy (Hnrper*a Magazine, 1943)

Introduction to the study of military oceupation (International conciliat.ion,
1943)

Procedures of Peace-Making' (Library of Congress, Public Affairs Bulletin 23,

8 Lo A943) '
' ”f Nationalism to'aay and afterwards (Tomorrow, October 1944).
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to kn P rea.cl, Irita and speak with perfect fluency the following
es: French, German, Hebrew,RHssian, Yiddish,

- “Mmm. ¥ :

Between 1922 and 193< and between 1936 and 1938, I travelled extensively
over Furope, living for years in Austria, France and England, and often
g Germany, the Netierlands, BRdgium, Switzerland, Sweden, Finland, the
couniries, Poland, Bulgaria, Rumania, Hungary, and Bzechoslovakia. In
to this, I have a tlhorough and intimate knowleage of Russia. From my
in these countries and from my studies of many years in the fields
ve government and polities, I have acquired an intimate knowledge

5, peoples, and problems of that area.

yeu's, the study of nationality conflicis, minority problems,
and transfer of populations has been a special concern of
g]y well acquainted with various aspects of the refugee

=i

.' years of life abroad and during my period of work in Washington,
e aft of dealing wiih people in official and official circles

m living in this country since 1932, and became an American
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_:?‘ - 1 am tnclined to Whisk Shet Mr, Akuin's amperience aight e maite
Mbuhmuhmmummu
hove S auis' %0 VAV HIL6H, Goutrel aad eaeey goverssmts. o hme
:, fdese on the subject, N alpo seeme to kmow & good eal about the
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7 ¥r. J. ¥. Peble, kr. Dubois, Mr. Priedssn Februery 16, 1944
LY Ward Stewert
Subject: Scheduled Interviews for Mr. Benjemin Aksin
» At Wr. Pehle's suggestion interviews have been scheduled for
o Mr. Benjemin Akzin with Mr. Pehle, Mr. DuBois, and Mr. Friedmen.
These interviews are scheduled for Mondey morning, Februasry 21, ss
i follows:
¥r. Dafois 10 AN,
; Mr. Priedssn 10230 A.N.

D . : Mr. Pehle 11 AN,

¢ Mr. Akzin has been requested to come to my office a few

B minutes before 10 A.M. to begin the series. Iantervies reports
) after these interviews will be very helpful.

A:. ':_ii
‘B ! (Signed) Ward Stewast
L] Assistant Executive Director
(vensgement )




Telephone: ABBEY 6593-4—6467-8, ' \-.\ "~ i
+
INTERGOVERNMENTAL COMMITTEE ON REFUGEES. |
Your Refs: - o/ idle 110, REGENT STREET, \

LONDON, SW.1.

26th Qctober, 19kke

Dear John,

Thank you very much for your letter of October 9 regarding

~ Benjamin , It is characteristically good of you fto have called
~ him to our attention and to have written so discerningly of his ebilities.

Unfortunately we are unsble to offer him a position at the present time.

I am enclosing a copy of a letter which I have just written to

ok Cordially yours,
o A o -
e .-'.;r i o a;q..ll - Patrick Murphy ialin

Vice-Director
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COPY FOR MR, PEHLE.

26th October, 1944

{

: M-m-wﬂmmhlhdﬁthnnMn
October 3 and for having supplied us, through her, with your curriculum
#mmnmwmmnmuq

erson regarding our personnel needs.

no possibility of employing your adnirable and
' in the London Office or in the field.

. Here in our next step will be to include within the senior officer
R _ s two or three citimens of Continmental nations. In Algicrs and
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|
|




L.

at the present time. As to operations
%o underteke in satellite countries, it
u-—u-—u do more than guess about their nature,
that I shall keep your impressive qualifications
'mind so that if a suitable opportunity occurs,
dt.  Mearwhile I hope that you have been able
wihich makes good use of your telemts in worthy
ﬁ“mmmtuthn!u

4“’ a:r:.‘lﬂ ‘-Md « FAED -;'. DY .'* ] i .
W e :nu.,,.e ¥ gt 9 : Yours sincerely,

k. axid oldwon iz ¥asd ‘, s boct oy
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S Tio Tl ';Y IHNOR sholor : -
_ﬁ s ol DALl sa0e : -
i ,éi-_"!&..-.:.-,}ipr,'.". il Peatrick Murphy Malin

! SNl e wantlt av 1L o i tan Ly - ¥Wice-Director
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As the Iatergoveramentsl Committee's responsibilities
inerease, I sssume that 1t will of necessiiy expand ils orgamie

since the Board's work is appareatly its termination,
you might wish to econsider Dr. Bemjamin Aczin, aho has been &
mdmmuowommtm.naumum

.~ Aksin has displayed s high degree of competence snd
rescurcefulness. He is imaginative and perseveriag, and hise
in internatiossl law and political sclemce has proven
' ‘He is acute to the ,olitical and soclal, as well =2 lhe
humapitarian aspects of the refugee problem and has demoustrated
‘the basie differences im tie approaches of
. mmhnﬁuttm.

i --mmn Mh bes already spoken to you about
possibility of joining your organisation. You should find

-

Cordially yours,
(8igned) Joha




EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT
WAR REFUGEE BOARD
WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

OFFICE OF THE j 4—4—;

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
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11l of necewsity its organiza-

§ ’ the Board's

4 s that you t wish to con-

« Benjamin Akein, who has been a r of the Board's
P staff since last March and wishes to remaid in the refugee field.

A statement of Akzin's educationsl qualifications and professional
' experience, which he has supplied, is

tigulerly helpful. He is acut
well as the humanitarian aspegts of the refugee problem and has

%
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¥ ground in internationsl law and political science has proven pss-
E demonstrated an understand

ththhlqu&atomeggt P
ing your organization.

useful.

Cordially yours,

Malin, Vice Director,

sk M,
mental Committee on Eefugees,

Street,
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EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT !‘::::i:

WAR REFUGEE BOARD
WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

OFFICE OF THE
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Dear Pat:

: As the work of the War Refugee Board approaghes
its last weeks, I have been giving some attentisn to
the problem of placing members of the staff who may
wish to continue in the refugee field. One gT these
ig Dr. Benjamin Akzin, who has expressed ipferest in
being considered for a job with the Intergovernmental

Committee on Refugees.

Attached is a copy of Akzin's regord, which he
has prepared. It is my understanding that a similar
statement has been left at the Wasbington office of
the Intergovernmental Committee f@T transmission to

London.

e Akzin has shown considergble competence and
.~ thoroughness in performing tMe tasks that have been
e aﬁliﬁnad to him at the Board during the past eight
. months. It may be that, g€ your own organization
ds to meet its incrgased responsibilities, you
be interested in AKzin's qualifications and

jence.
i Cordially yours,

AT
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k W, Malin, Vice Director,
ental Committee on Refugees,

treet,




Dear Pat:

As the work of the War Refugee Boar roaches
its last veeks, I have been givigg some ttggtion to
the problem of plucing members of the staff who may
vish to continue in the refugee field! One of these
is Dr. Benjamin Akzin, who has expressed interest in
being considered for a job with thé Intergovernmental
Comnittee on Hefugees.

Attached is a copy of Akzin'e record, which he
has prepared. It is my understanding that a similar
statement has been left at the Washington office of
z::‘lntorcovornncntul c ttee for transmission to

on.

 Akzin has shown gonsiderable competence and
~ thoroughness in perfgrming the tasks that have been
- assigned to him at fhe Board during the past eight

nthe. It may that, as your own organization
. expa to meet jts increased responsibilities, you
~ will be interesfed in Akzin's qualifications and

Cordially yours,

K. in, Vice Director
| F.lﬂtlllittl on norui'on.




éy LETTER FROM HR. PEHLE TO MR. MALIN

Dear Pats

As the work of the War Refugee Board approsches its last
weeks, I have been giving some attention to the problem of
placing members of the staff who may wiesh to continue in the

refugee field, COne of these is Dr', Benjamin Akzin, who ha

L]
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expressed interest in belng considered for a job with the Inter-

governmentel Committee on Refugees, A " A i
ket fo len fropat §
Attached is a copy of ##% Akzin's record, es-grepared

2 hdwsetey— It is my understanding that a similar statement

ing the past eight monthe. It may be that as your omn

1l wan » iww o e =¥ b g N
e sy cnman iy - Q' ES ization. -~

Cordially yours,



fhe Palestiine Mandate in practioe (lowa Law Hoview, 19)9)
Pan-Arab nationallea (Asls, 1939)
The Jewiah juention after the war (Harper's Magasion, 1741)
Noutrd omm;{- In law wnd practioe (Mloodgan Law Beview, 1941)
Data on vy government Ln cooupled areas (Libesry of Cong

w&!‘rdr-“lulhua 16, w.z') Y wress, Publie
“m“ruwg ““p{u (Hnrp-“ :'L » Magasine, 174))
In etion the mtudy Mtary oagupation (International Gendlistion,i943)
Prooedures of Peace-Making (Librury of Congresn; Public Affalrs Bulletin .:3: 78] |
Nationalisa today and afterwards (Tomorrow, October 1944).

languacest

In addition to Bngldeh, 1 read, write and spesk #ith perfedt (luency the following
Aanguagear [French, Gerpsn, He » Ruasian, ¥iddienh.

|

Betweon 1922 and 1932 and between 1936 and 1938, I travelled
tensively all over Europs, living for years la Austria, France and

and often visiting Germany, the Netherlands, Belglum, Uwlitaerland,
WL the Baltie countries, Polund, Bulgaria, Rumsaia, Hungary,
o, da. In addition to tnis, [ have s tuurough and intimate
fledge of Russla. Frow my sojourn in bhewe ovuntrien and {rom sy studies
any years in the fleide of comparative government and polltics, I have
sn latlmate knowledge of the ecountries, people, and problems of

" Yor many years, the study of mationality confliots, minority

bless, and the regettloment and traasler of populations Las been a special
rn of mine, and I wi exceedlngly well sojualanted wits various aspects
 refugee provlem.

Ping my years of Life abrosd and durlng wy peried of work in

1 bave noguired tue art of dealin; «ith peoyle in officlal

L elreles of many countriva.

- .'1;_ ve bewni living in this eountry alnce 1932, and became an
tisen in May 1940.
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Curriculus Vitae

Benjamin Akzia, born 1904 in Riga (Latvia).
Atteaded fdssian and Gersan schools in Riga and Saratov (Russia.)
Studied law and political sclence at Universities of Vienna, Paris,
kiverpooi, London, Harvard. Visited for brief periocds of study end
research Ualversiiies of Chicago, Michigun, Wisconsin, California,
and toe Library of the Leajue of Nations in Geneva.

4 : Doctor of politica. science, Vienna, 1926.
Doctor of law, Paris, 1929. Doctor of jurisprudence, Harvard, 1933.

Ph= Assistant to Professor La Pradelle (International Law) Paris, 1928-1929.
Q\' ey Asslstant, _Inut.it.ut- of Comparative Law, University of ¥aris, 1930-1932.
B, Leoturer, Franco-Russlan Institute, University of Paris, 1930-1932.
Lecturer, College Libre des Scieaces Sociales, Piris, 1931-1932.
Associate Editor, Annuaire Inlerpariesmentaire, Paris, 1730-1939.
Rockerfeller fellow, 1932-1934.
Researcia agsistant, Harverd Bursau of Interanational HResearcn, 1934-1936.
Professor of law and government, Portia College and Law School, 1936-194l.
Leeturer, College of tue City of New York, 1940-194l.

iredgn affairs specialist, Library of Congress, 1941-1944e
rel affairs speclalist, wWar Hefugee Board, 1944~ .

Publicationss

autricaienne et le fondement dudroit des gens (Revue de droit
iaternational, 1927)

de Moscou (Hevue de droit imternational, 1927)

} ea droit constitutionnel (Revue de druit publie, 1928)

p!.ft der Mindernheit (Zeitschrift fuer veffentliches Recut, 1728)
8 Fondaventaux du droit internatioual public. Paris.

dons Interasticuales, 1929.

soit des gens (Revue de droit -iaternational, 1929)

' Ja nationalites ins La Nationalite, Purls, Sirey, 1933.
pites. In: La Hationalite. Paris. Gire, 1933.

Universa. Postal Union (Americaa Journa. of Internatiosal

isee des cnemins (LV'Esyprit intermational, 1935)
Internaticual Law (Lowa Law Review, 1935

tions (American University, Digest f Interaational
ations, 1935)

ts (American University, Digest of Interustional Law
1935). ; ¢

2 (Iowa Law Review, 1930)

(Foreign Affairs, 1937) :

e ot l'education politijues aux w
At N,
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Paris.




