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February 8, 1944 

I 
DR . ROBERT c. DEXTER, F~ecutive Director and ~cting Connissioner for 

Europe , Unitarian Service Committee . 

Since the fall of 1942 , Dr . Dexter , assis t e d by Mrs . Dexter , has be~ 

in charge of the Lisbon office . Lisbon is t he last port of fr eedom in 

Europe and for this r eason tho strategic position of the Service Com

mittee's headquarters there cannot bo over emphasized in the work of 

r efugee r e lief. Dr . and Mrs . Dexter have como to bo known to hundr eds 

of r efugees as the per sonification of what was often their only friend

ly contact with the outnide world, their hope of freedom from death 

and terror, literally sometimes thuir les t chance to escape to a new 

life of l iberty and us efulness . 

Dr . and Mrs . Dexter were in Europe pr eviously for seven months in 

tho winter of 1941 and 1942 , where Dr 9 Dexter directed act ivities in 

Por tugal and England. In the summer of 19 42 , he spent some time in 

Engl and making a first hand survey of the service probl ems facing t he 

Uni t arian Churches there , e spec ially in the blitz areas . 

Dr . Dexter first went to Europe under Unitarian auspi ce s as head of 

the Commission for Service in Czechoslovakia in 1938 , and was decorated 

by the Czech Government- in- Exile for his work with Cz ech r efugee s at 

that time . The Unitarian group was one of tho first American r e lief or

san1zat1ons t o assist t he se f i rst refugee s to fleo Nazi oppre ssion . In 

1940, ~. and ~ws . Doxtor again wont to Europe for three months to 

1urvey the r e f ugee needs and to draw up a bluo pr i nt for tho formation 

Gt tbe Unitarian Der vic e Committee and its operations . At this timo ~ 

DPe Dexter visited 13 countries and wns instrumenta l in the release of 

l&OO prisoner s i n Hungary . 

~. Dexter hns had spec ia l t r aining and oxporienco for many years in 

~.y,,--., 1Sel4 ot r e lief a nd r ehab i l i t a tion. As secretary of the Montreal 

... ~•) Charity Organization Soc i e t y , ho spent three months in Halifax , 
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scotia , at the time of the great disaster ther e , working with the 

cross • Following this he was field r epr esents ti ve oi' the American 

Red Cross military r elief department with tho rank of Major . 

Before the war, be r epr esented the u i n tarian Assoc iation in a trip 

to Hungary and Rumania when he was in close touch with the difficult 

minority situations . He has always beon interested in interna tional 

affairs and atte nded many sessions of tho Assembly and Council of the 

League of Nations in Genova in 1933. In 1934 he spent some time in 

Germany , studying tho situation under the Nazi r egime . 

In 1926 , he was one of 40 or 50 university professors sent to the 
/ Hngue and Garmany by the Carnegi e EndovMent . Pre viously he has studied 

the coal situation in \'Jest Virginio. and Ke ntucky, the textile industry 

in both the North and the South , and also unempl oyment insurance as 

carried out in Engl and and Germany . He has writte n several books on 

s uch socia l questions . 
I A graduate of Br own University, Dr . Dexter was for 10 year s a social 

worker in the United States and Canada and taught sociol ~nd political 

s c i ence at Ski dmor e College and Clark University. His first duties for 

the Amer i can Unitarian Association was as he ad of their social r e lations 

work some years befor e the inception of the pr esent. Service Committee . 
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Joaeph B. Friedaan 

In •iev of the t i me and aaaiatance which Hr . Robert 
I 

Dexter baa gi•en to ue i n the laat few daya . I think 1t would 

~ 
be appropriate to pa~ Dart of the expenaea of hie trip here 

froa Boeton. Tbe .-ount in•ol•ed would be $50. ~ould you be 

g o d enour.h to aee whether thie pa1Ment oonld 'e ar rangedl 
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