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I . A . H I RSCH MANN 
054 MADISON A VIi:NUE 

NEW YORK 21. N . Y . 

August 10 , 1945 

Dear Fl orence: 

The report you sent on Augus t 9th 
is pr ecisely the· one I wanted. Many 
thanks. We'll keep i t in strictest 
confidence. 

I 1 m looking forward to seeing you at 
the first opportunity. 

With good wishes, 

Cordi ally yours 

A 
iah:ret 

Mise Florence Hodel 
War Ref ugee Board 
Treasury Building 
Washington, D. o. 

R~OJNT A·75.4 7 
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AUG 9 

Dt!e.r I r a : 

1 belieTe the enclosed letter and report 

on ~e Ketkura are the doc~sente 70~ refer to 

1n 70~r l etter or Auguet 6th. Pleaae l et ae 

know it you. aeed anything elee. 



es.r ?lorene e : 

HIRSCH MANN 
.. ~ M ADI.ON A V ENUE 

N ltw YORK 21. N Y • 

. ;uguat 6, 1945 

On ~eturni~ ~o my office I find our 
kind le~~er o. J u ly 25th and the enclosed 
memorundum o f the repor~ of t~e conversa-
1;ion \''hlch Herb er-c had 'l'ith vevid Beng ou:-ie.n . 
A thousand than?r . You l·no\'1 I r.ill keeo 
all this eterial in the s~rlctesi; · 
confidence . 

The only oissing link now is the renort 
uhich I nrote while in Istanbul in Sentember 
1944 on the ueteils o! tbe siru:in~ of- the 
S . S . ~.er·~urc.. . ::au ,ill recall that I v;ent 
~o so;ne len,...ths in a:-ran-ln for t nt ervlews 
with the captains ot the-t~ee sh1 s, 
s . s . Bulbul , s.s . . .:::-ino , rnd the ill- :'ated 
--efkura . The three caT'tains all ~anared 
to save the~selves and I r~d her~ert take 
d own st enogra hi~ notes of thei r evi C.e!le_e 
and sen~ a rull r~ port to John . It ~ay oe 
t hat I b r ought t!:1s '.71 tn r e ,rhen I 
r erur ne<' in uctober . II I could bor row 
a c o y o;: this I shoulc.. be :nos~ ~ratef1ll . 

I a~ sor ry that ~e mi ssed each other L~ 
our peregrinations . Please l e1.. .:~e ~moVJ 
when :•ou a.1 e c o::ting to .!ew -ork a.c;ain an1 

, -

~ 



~rfMANN 
t80frrt AV .. NUK 

"" 'rO IIK 21, ... y , 

pare two 
..... 1sst :todel 
August 6 , 19~5 

I sh8ll call you on my next trip to 
.. ashing ton . ''1th thanks for all your 
k1naness, and g ood wi shes , 

Cor d ially yours 

1ah: ret 

.. i ss Fl orence Hodel 
l .ar Ref uge e Board 
Treas ury Buildint 
.. sh1ng'&on 2b, D. c . 



/ JUL 2tl 1945 

Dear Ira: 

Your aeo~tary c~lled the otner/ d&J tor a 
coo7 ot the lat1k1 report on the St&ra Zagora 
grouo ot refugees. !h• only report wn1oh ve have 
been able to ..t1nd 1a t'he enoloaed, vh1on you vlll. 
note 1a a report otr a conv raat1on wh1oh Harbor\ 
b.&d w1 th Dav14 Bengour 1on. Pleaae let ae ltnov 1t 
the enclosed material 1• eat1atactorJ. 

I a ver1 sorr1 ~hat I waa unable to get \o 
ftev York and to arrange tor a ta~ with 10u. 1 
aa sure \hat General O' Dwyer would be very pleated 
to talk with you nnd I s~ggest that JOU aay w1ah 
to c&ll him sometime at Triangle 6~8~?4. 

S1ncerelJ roura, 

Florence Hodel 
Aaaia~an\ Exeoati•e Dlreo~or 

I Mr • .,Ira Birschmann , 
Me, ropol1tan ~elev1e1on, Inc. , 
664 Mad1aoa Avenue, 
aew York 21 , I . Y. 

&naloe.are. 

rs:bd 7/26/46 
J 
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~1r laauaae waa M1Ai COD\1Juul4 1D othera . low \ba laauaee 
of eD' Y1u.a paerallJ llu been 1\oppacl, and tho11 peraon1 
libo are Dow arr1Y1Di 1a Iat&Ab&Al are \boae who all'ea:lT hal ha4 
t.belr Ui\ pera.l \1 111~&84 or a11\horlr.ed. Th1a a \oppage or ea­
leratloa ur "De onlr a pueing phase . '!hla eor\ ot ~ug haa 
happye4 before! and 1t .1a not llAillul to t 1nd that re&ula­
t1ona IUde one Cl&J are annw.led the next. 

SeYeral ~A~ &&0 t he Bulgarian Qoyernaent etated that 
ther wlll do eTerr~1DS 1n their power to taclll tate the ea-
1~at1on ot ~oae peopl e vbo desire to lea Te t lie co~\rJ. 
One ot the dlttlc~t1ee connec ted v1th emigration, pointed 
ou\ \o 1.he &111arlaa GoTernaent at that tlu, waa the lllll.t1-
pl1cl\J or 4ocuaente which had to be eeo~ed before an ex1\ 
pel"'llt wollld be granted . 1'h.eae docwaenta nabered 1.6J> to 1:5 
or 11. Deapl'e the assur ance g1Yen b7 the B~garl&n GOYernaent, 
\here baYe been no chAnge• 1n the nwaber ot doawaenta which 
aut be eeoure4 and oreeente4 b7 a ;,proapeot1Ye em.1&rant. AA 
aN~ r eault ot thl a prooe41lre l a that, tor exaapl:e , a a1x­
z.e~o14 oh114 tor whoa &D exlt pera1t l a req11eeted •~•t 
f)reau\ dOOWleDte that 1 t 4oea not owe anr aoner t or aort&a&•• 
mJ.Oh 1t baa oontrac\ecl, or that 1t oma no toreet-l&D4e 1D 
Jul.&ar1a. At '» aoaent, 1n Ylew or the dlacontuuance or \he 
1al~8 ot exit Y1aaa, \ he qu.ea t10D ot doauaentatl on 1e pertiapa 
aa..Mhat a oadea lo. In due oou.rae , howeYer, the quea tlon aba1D 
1Ull arlaa, aDd vlll haYe to .Je aet 1n aoae war b7 the lntereatecl 
orcaai&&' lona. 



-a-

Bal. 7boae peNODI aoe ~ at tee~ bJ t b.e general b.ei'4eb.1p 1i 

1 sar1a are \he ~ewe. ~he1e people tor tour J•ar• bave been 
~ Uao.&t 1DooM, baft beea av&J 1A toroe.t-labior oaapa were 
oroe~ out ot. Shelr hoaee, .. re deprl•e4 or \heir po~••••1oae 

.. re aaable ~o p~rohaae &QJ o~oth1ng, remained v1tb.out ad•- ' 
Q~\e aed1cal oare. 

r1t\een \houaand ot ~e ~••• who returned t o Sot1a are 
liYlDI 1D \lie llev1eb qL&Utere ot tbe oltJ. !bar are oro_.ecl 
'-Cestler, 11Y1.Dg C1IO a.D4 ~e taa111ee 1D oae room, the 
eb1l4~ with ~e ol4 people, ~e well with (be alok. l~bJeot 

\o 4epr1.atioa oYer a loag periOd ot 1•ar•, tb••• Jeve, UD4e~ 
aoua111iet, 111-elo~ecS, av w1\b ao eboee or oalJ what alght 

ti&Ye paaAd tor eboee a 11ar or two ago, ba•• DO ~"••o~c••· 

fllo.cb baYiaB ~ r18h' to work, tbeJ hATe no eaplOJMDt. Moat 
o'- Uae IND baft lleea called ap ~ a1li'&rJ aerY1oe. !f.bel.r 
~111 .. reoeiYe the r.sV!a r allowance tor tboae .noae brea4-
•'==••• are 1n the a r a7, but t h1a a~own\s t o 500 leTa per onth. 
At uaott1o1al r atea or exchange, t his r epreaenta about one and 
oae-b&lt 711J1kieb lifti. 10M 14ea ot the p\&rohAel.Ai power repre­
e•tea .., 100 left oan be eeom-ed when one cuparee th1a a~aoWlt, 
t• a ta~, w1tb \be a1D1- aaowat ona oereoa •ust baTe 1A 
~ \0 ...... toad aa4 ebelter. I b&Ye been 1Dtorm&4 DJ 1D-
419J4ud:e t._ a.naar1a tba' oae a u.a t UTI a a1D1aWI or eli tO 

.,.._ a.Mea.J left per 11011\b per peNon 1D order to have a 

••-- ezllte-. YJae hllarlaa au\bor1tlee tol4 Mr. Ben­
IOarloa \bat tbe1 will ra1ee the allooat1on to tro eight to 

tltlaen bua4re4 le.a 9er aon~. 



• · While 1A lkllgar1a , Kr. Bellio\lrion l earn tba; t.b.ere a re :500 J ewa o r Macedonia vho baYs c 011e Ollt ot hid ing 1A the ato\l.D ta1Da and are now 1D Skop1e. At thie t1ae, these are all t h e J ewa known to be 1n Kacedoa1a a f ter t ne 4epor~\1ona which took p laoe a 7ear or two ago. PPrhape there are o~ere 1\1ll 1D h1d1a& b\lt the7 haYe not 7 e t dieolo1ed Uleaaelna. ! h11 gro~p 1D iaoedon1a 1a another whioh r eq\lirea aee ia~ance , D~t it cannot oe reached troll Bul.sa ria . Perhap e , in due cou.rae, aoae channel will be t oWld through which theae peopl e ca.» be 
a14e4. 

6. rroa here 1D Ia~b\ll , it v ou.ld eeeaa~~~- the i~~~ low iDa 1Dterencea can be d r aWD regar 1ng \.he ua.~.a .... ua • \be excep tion of Ita17, whoae politica l · oaitioo i a aoaewbat 1q Buaaaia &D4 klgaria are the tira t two Axi a oo1.1ntrie1 
::1.:-baYe been t1.1111 liberat ed. !he Jewa 1D tbete t wo 00~l­tr1ea baYe felt 1D fl.lll aeae1.1re all t he pr eat\lre a and diaa 1t1ea, \be deportation• and aytter1Dga t o vbi ch t he J ewiah 



• 
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....,1. 1a Ax~a c ountries col.lld ha 
11a.lt.e4 eeDae, one ight r Te been subJec \.e4 . Ia a 
oae a1gbt exp ect to tlnd egard theca as a.n eu.apla ot ~hat 
areaa ot Central and &a tamong the general pop~at~oo in o~her 
oorH.rol. 8 er n .Europe lfh1cll have been under la1.1 

, 
the . R:!.!~!np~e~~t~e, the ettorte ot the Jewish people, or 
re · gar l.an Governments 1n \he1r behalf, to 
\h••~1bliahbtne aelvea , aQat oe rega~ed as an atteapt to lit\ 

ease Tea 1 their own bootstraps It cannot oe done and 
0"14ts~e aid, 1n kind and 1o ::1oney,' . iauat be au.de avaUabl.e ~o 
a ... aem 1n the 1r ertorte. 

Under the c1ro-tanoea , lt wolll..d seem t hat an earlJ 
atud7 ot oond1t1ons 1o Rwaania and Bul.garla ot orobleaa 
~blob exist and which v1ll ariaa would be in~ormatlve and • • orot1table to some ot the gover nmental agencies , such aa the 
Intergovernmental Committee tor Refugees, the UMBRA, and othara 
vh1oh, 1n due course, ~lght be called upon to aid retugeea 1A 
liber a ted areas which former ly wer e .A.x1s . U any or thea 
expects to g1ve aeaistanca, generous and im3ed1ate aid, prer­
~rablf 1n k ind, ' should be sent 1r the aae1atance 1a to do &DJ 
good. 



\ \ 
I . A . H I RSCHMANN 
55~ .. ,.DISON ,.VI:HU E 

HEW TORI( Zl . N . T". 

June 26 , 194 5 

:>ear :'lorence : 

?hanks for your nice let~er . I' t 
lDze to tal:: v-i~ r.;. Jeneral 0 1 ~er • 
..,.nd 1 cio ,;a."lt to see :·ou . ben are 
~ou plann~n; to co~e up thls way ? 

~1th oood wishes , 

Cordi all; yours 

~iss Florence Eodel 
. ar Refugee Board 

: r easury Building 
f:'ash1n:ton ..; • 0 . 
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JlJN 221945 

Dear Ira : 

In General O'DWJer'e ab1eooe troa Vaehlngton, 
I ant to acknowledae rece1ot ot 1our letter ot June 
13, and the coo7, ot the l1eue ot the SURVEY ORAPHIC 
oon\alnins TOW" art1ole 1Pal.eat1ne - •• a Retuae troa raec 1.aa •. 

I haTe r ead ~he article v1t h gr eat 1ntereet 
and I think you haTe done an excellent Job. 1 aa 
lett wi'h the teel1ng tbat I would like to see the 
other chapters or 70ur torthoom1na book. Gene~al 
O' hrer olane to be 1n Wash!Jlgton nut week and I 
•hall aerta1n17 call 70ur letter and article to h1• 
personal attention. · 

Jii! . A. B1r•ohaaAB 
614 la41eon AYenue 
- York 21, •ew York 

..... , 1/22/~ 

tor a 

11noerel;r, ,..ed 

U/ ~'-'- /~ 

!r ch!::.-: 



l'tlltSCHMANN 
.... MADieON AVeNue 

N&W YOIUC 21. N . Y. 

June U , 1945 

Br i.g.Gen. William 0 1Dwyer 
Chairznan, rte.r Refugee Board 
Treasury Building 
~ashington, D. c. 

Dear Gener al O'Dwyer: 

Under seps.rate cover1 I have me..i.led you a copy of 
t he issue of the Survey Graphic "The British 
end Ourselves" . 

In the light of t he critical political situation 
in the lliddle East I thoUGht you would be in­
terested in this issue and the treatment of the 
subject of the r efugees wh}ch has been explored 
in my article entitled 11P8lestine - as a Refuge 
from Fascism". 

ieb:em 

Cordially yours, 

~~ . ,LC---<--·---
0 . A. Hirschmann 

I 



J, 

BLOOblTNODALE ' s 
l'rCW YORK 

E:X E:CUTIVE: OfFICE:S 

Febr uary 2, 1945. 

Mr. J ohn w. Pehle 
Treasury Department 
Office of the Secretar y 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear J ohn : 

I am coming to washington on Thursday, 
FebruaJY 8th t o consult with you about 
t he book. You know I appreciate the 
time you and your associates/ gave to 
r eading it. I want your criticism. 

Certainly I am looking for suggestions 
l eading to the elimination of any aspects 
of it which would be misleading from the 
point of view of unwitting self-projection 
and informat ion which would better be de­
leted for reasons of security. 

I will call you on Thursday morning . 

With good wishes , 

iah:em 

~ 

I 
I. A. Hirschmann 



JA1~ l v 194J 

Hi_uchmann to TelL 
Of~Relief Probte;;;s 

lr11 ,\ Hit·schmnnn, IJ!<'clal rr·p 
I f'M'ntatiVt' or thf' \\ IU' Rcfugt•(' 
Board. will dbc\l'l!l Jlhll!<C'I ot 
O\'t'rscas rt'Scur nnd rcllcr JllOh· 
terns at a mertln~ tomorrow of 
the CounciJ of Orgnni,.Allon. o( 
the Umte.l;l. Jpwish Appral. The 
m~lll b" hf'ld al U »: h1 J 

\the Hotel BHtrucue. 
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BLOO~flNGDAL£'S 
'S"E\,. YORK 

22 

[l([CUTIV[ OFrJC£5 

Mr . John w. Pehl e 
Treasury Department 
Office of the Secretary 
Washington, D. c. 
Dear J ohn: 

J anuary 12 , 1945 

I have finished my book which must be 
in the oublisher ' s hands before the end 
of the month. As you will recall , you 
volunteered t o l ook t hrough it to 
det ermine wheth er there were any pointe 
that should be challenged or edited. 
I appreciated this more than I can say . 

I am going to Washington this Wednesday, 
J anuary l ?th, and will br ing a manuscript 
wi th me for you . For tunately i t is not 
ver y l ong . I t ' s a shame that you have to 
go thr ough the chore of readi ng t h i s , but 
you wil l pr obabl y find i t of interest . 

I want to see you anyhow eo I 'll call you 
on Wednesday . I hope this finds you well . 
Wi th good wi shes, 

i ah:ret 
/ 

Hirschmann 
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NEW 

lUtalb GIU 
JAN 9 

art\ bunt 
1945 

In FM-Televi&ion Pod 
15. Schorr, prestdt'n· of Bloomlng­
dalt''s, is a \1cc-prl' tdent o! both 
~mlngdnle's and lltetropo.lltan 
Te~. Inc. The latter orl!anl­
zatlon ts a subsldtan· ol Abl'!rham 
& Straus and Bloonun~tdale'a;, 

After Feb. 1, ~1.r. Hirschmann' 
will make hiS headQuarters ll t t.be 
offices o! l\telropolltan TeleviSJ.on. 
6S4 Madison Avenue. 

''This more is an Jndlcatlon or 
the concrete lntcrr.1L Jn the new 
fields o! broadcastln~t on the part 
of Federated Department Stores." 
Mr. Hirschn1ann said. ''Frequency 
modulation Is now acknowled!l'ed 
ns lh£" nccrpt['d form or po~l- var 
broadca.lmg and. wllh television 
ha\'lng lndlcaied 1ls expansion In 
the near future. we are f;eLLlng 
up a devclopml'ntal program. 
Throullh FM and television ow· 
stores '~Ill be able to of!er an ex­
panding scn·ice to nil lhe com­
munities in which they arc 
located." 

Metropollta' Tele\'islon oper­
ates F:II station WABF and the 
expel'imcntai Television Statton 
W2XMT. As vice-president of the 
company, Mr. Hirschmann in-

ll.3rr!_~SChmann Ltlated and supen•1sed the de,·elop­
llll mental work for Abraham & 

Straus and Bloomingdale's. 
:WliJI T k FM Applications ha\·e been tiled 
1 tl' a e ' with the Federal Communications 

Commission in Washington !or 

TelevisiOil Post F:M and television licenses to1· 
three other stores which. along 

To Organize A(' thilies for 
FedP.rnted Detlartmenl 
Stores in These Fields 

Ira A. Hirschmann has been ap­
pointed to organ1ze frequency 
modulation and television activi­
ties for Federated Department 
Stores, Inc., according to an­
nouncement; yesterday by Waller 
RoLhschUd, president of Abraham 
& Straus, Inc., and of Metropoll­
tan.rr.eJa•leftln, I nc. Mr. Hirsc~­
mann. who is assuming his new 
post wllh the agrec."ment of James 

\\1th Abmham & Straus and 
Bloomingdale's. 

Applications have been filed 
wilh tl:e Fede1·at Communications 
commission in Washington .for 
FM and television licenses lor 
three other slores which, along 
with Abraham & Straus and 
Bloomingdale's are members o! 
Federated Department Stores. 
Inc. The stores are: F. & R. Laz­
arus & Co , Inc., Columbus, Ohio; 
Jolm Shllllto Co., Cioclnnall. and 
wm. Filene's sons Co., Boston 
Mr. Hirschmann will ~"'" 

evelopmental program oC all five 
stores. 
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Lui Frlrn1arY, lr~ llir.,.:lllu.mu 
bride )1.11101! Amerle.tn ""'uwn: 

anan ilnl,,.t.~l 111 TurJ.._,.,.. c•o .1 ~Jte· 
c-1•l rn<"-'''~' lw the \\'u1 lklrJI(•'•' 
II"A"I I h4 Jnh "'•" lu goel polrh< •I 
1111<l rch~""" rdlll!• C$ out ul tht• 
lhlkarn-ali\1.• lie \\ ~ Jllllll'<l "itiJ 
....,.IJ.>ntchu.•~ I''"""· th~ lll(ht I•J 
ltutlt• \\ rlh tht l 11\'IU) il tWC:.'t!~•&f") 
lh" 111>l~11l t'<Ht)l<'l~tion of tlw \\' rr 
fl, lu~tb: Uu~rd, ami (.,, '"' u mnn· 
"'"' .'\mNit·au fnrthrl~thtlll''' uml 
11ltli11l mdil(.n.tll••n. 

'ih<lttl) :.ft.,, Ins a IT I\ Ill, ).., c.tllt'<l 
upnn tht' So• io't Amha.~s.1dm lo 
'I nrl..c) to t•nli'l h" h.-lp 

The- Sc•• ;, t Amb,.,.,.,tlor hNrd 

.trod "loc•n I ""' he u•tumr•d 10 
hi> Amt'll~~ jnhn \\', Pt·l•lt>, D•· 
1 ~-<·tor uf I lw \\ .or RdUII.<'e llo 11 d 
PI U'-t•d hml \\IJ.rmh:. ' 

"Our t>l"l••unrl. ahid11111. 11.1 .1tl· 
huk · l'chl, Mid. !\H•\lnn .ie<:om• 
l''"'"''l. lmp<>~•ihle tn'""'n - .u:­
CC111lJIIr'l"·<l.' 

lm A. Lhr~chmnnn 
lum nut. 

• 1 h.l\l" lk~n hl'l" •ix \t~::rn,'' tht• 
S•" wt Amh.,~ ... nlor \.Jid. "\\1ta.t 
) nu hnpe to do u. rm!)(>S,ibll'. I 
ku"" F111 'l't \ e .. u) 1 ho\\'e bied 
ltl Jt> II HI\ self.'' 

Ouc dol\' "hill· lw "·" still m 
.\nk<l.t·'· lhr~d1m utn und L.111rcu~l' 
Stdnhardt. th<' J\m~-n~ •• n Amha~­
,,,t)m to T1nl.o:• th~n. w<·rt· ,,,(\,. 
mJ! t)lm\l<·rino; llil;dtm<mn'< tunh· 
t~rn\. llir,..hrn.utll <aitl h•• thml!(hl 
tht• thi.IISI: lll do \\.IS ju~l ln JW up 
1<1 the ll<Hmuuan \linl~ll.'r lind 'ay 
tu hnu mtht nul "Lt'l them go. 
L~l thu-..e pt'Oplt• 1(<1." 

~nut r<>u t'an't dn th.•t." Steio· 
h.udt ,,tid. "Th.•t'• not the "''l' it's 
tlc1ne. :\.lrl.'ad} eve') wh<'re you j!o, 
>t"'t'fl'l a21mlS foliO\\ you. The 
Rom•tnirul. tht' Bnl!t,lri.tn. the Turk­
i>h . lhi! British. We're ,,, "'''' \\ilh 
Rum.•ui.t If >•ou go tu see the 
R<lltl.tnian ~lini;ter, Lhll>l' :ll!t'llt!l 
will rt·t>Orl w.:rl.'l pt·:t<·e negotia­
llom. Tin: rt•pt·rcussiOll' will be 
'""Jd-<lr.tkiuJt. You t""' sec fo• 

job is to ~et those rdur.tee• out. 111 
tul..e the rdponsibility." 

AI dnwu Steinb.i<dt oljl;rCed. 

\nd I h~' e !~tell here onlv h• o 
•• ,.,.1. ... " 1-11r"-'lnnaun saicl. "So I 
l.nuw nuthio~t. '11wrdotc w.U vou 
hdtr mr•? \\ 11! Vf\11 IeitCh me? 1 <ee 
""" I hnH· ''' mut·h to le.tm.'' 

Ttl111:~ u~ the Amctit·.tn \'OUO~ 
tlllfl\ umtlih. and h~. lht> uulril· 
it~ ul c t,,,\t hc'cl tr.t>t.'lt-d .,,, f.tt 
1<1 .1n: m)lli,h. tlte So\ ict Amh.t~­
•• ,cfur ~···•'<~ to hdp lum. Thh he 
thd :.md the \meri~~~~ vourtp. mau 
•'·') .,.d 111 Tur~l') for eij~hl mouth,. 

,.ollr ... elr • . " 
Hir><:hn~<1111l .1ud Sl<•inh;utlt dis· 

cno,sed it l~r into the ni~lrl. 
I don't l(i\1! n tlnmrl how they 

u:pott it.'' Hh·u·hm•lnll Qtgucd. "~ly 

\ 

So J lir~chmann call<.'<l upon the 
1\onull\itut J>.!ull5\et 1111d 't~lt•d l•i• 
pn>pnsitlon. 

" tr you don't w~nt thl'm, ",,'ll 
take them," he Sllid tr1 thf' Rtr 
mmtinn Mini~tt'T. "Tbcy're 'Ro· 
mtmiun.s, but we'll t.tl.e them. 
Americ~ will t.1kc them." 

And Hit:.clunu.nn <.~tn\ h>t1.-d thl' 
RomMilln \lini5lt'r to rcli!<~W 1\u· 
m.min'> rdul(ee>. 

\\'h~u then tu:p.ollntloo' wrrc 
<:ilncluded tlir..chrn•"HI lo~>l.t-d ttl 
the Rotn:millll 1-llni~IN (ur ,, lung 
!inti' 

"Don't you al lcJ>I r~cl Cltlhur· 
""'1'<1?'' bl• tL\kOd. "I 'hu\1111 thi11k 
vuu'd l~cl cnthnn•~''~a 1m twlltlwr 
irution tn <:111111.' to 'nu :.hd n>k y<ttt 
to stop tmlnring 111\d murtlc• mg 
vour own countr) lllt'lll" 

"\\'c·'tc 1111l mCJn," the 1\vul.lltiltn 
~lu1i~ter ~.tid . "\\' l'. r.• n•:uly vt•1 y 
uire lll'<>l>IC. But the Cenl\•lll' thl'Y 
lorcl!d "' tu , .. " 

"Cui th:~t o\ttl" lluwhrn;lllll ,,,it,l. 
''Dnu'l~!i•<' rnc that. \out'l1ju~•·d it. 
lf you 1~··1 [l\rstt~lt,J, now lh••l 
thcr~'s nobo<ly lor ym1 \tl ~lwat, 
~~11nc ~~~ nw ;1hn•1t it. But v11u 
l.nll\\ \ jmt\' !'II bt•l ~ •IIJ'rt· gt~l 1( tu 
(·Omt• h m~ In l~hnut .. , wN.•k .. mtl 
>'ou're gl''"~ tn s~) ·1 dt'n't <)llih' 
t111Ul'"t.ulfl rl, hut ) 1111 k11~ll' I lc'<•l 

L>clt•" r~ 



DAIL:t PM - 0-t!;C.J!.MBER 27 • 44 

Fell in Lo, <' Alllazl·d 
Jlir~chmann h.td lot ~ o! adven­

h)it" "'.._ '!!tldh• E:Ri, ili11f\ince 
It ' . \t.•hwn N aghbi ('()IJIIhy lw I ell 
Ill IO\'C. • 

It happt•ncd iu \n\..ar.t. Ile h,ad 
to JOUrney n II the '' av to Ankar,•­
t..) find out how mtich he Jo,cd 
Ius uwn cmantry. H e f~ad Luken her 
for gr.llltcd, bcfo•t•. 

''II•<'} c•ouldn't ht•ltt•\ c> it that 
I'll t tlf m tthl of \\ .u-.Ull: r..,IJ,O,\ldl·nt 
<~huuld c·~l11blbh th•·"""'\v.•r Ht·fm~t'e 
Bnttrd wath unprcccJt·uled !lOW<'•~. 
;tnd JSMIC n d~o"cl·et• to Mil e people, 
ruther th.m kill them 

Buc·k ~n New York. 011c night he 
'' ~~ tnliJn~ nl>out it lO n frwnd. 
. Tltt' truest pcr~Qecli\ e u{ Amcr-

lJ~.t-I got f, om Ank.mt," he hcttrd 
umself sny. 

Quickly he \vrota il down in his 
notebook l>ec<tUSl' I Lus:chmtum's apt 
!O forget s~~ni6camt thmp;s he sny~ 
tf he doc~n 1 l.lraighwny write them 
dm' n. Be~idc,, he\ writing u bnok. 

B11t he told at lc.ast some of it 
in hi\ office at Bloornin~dale's <t~ 
imprc ... \i\'C office, inasmuch as 'hc'b 
a vice president there. lie told it 
flrst seuted at l1is desk. kind of 
<tttiet and spiritual-like.>. But prcs­
l.mtl~- lae WltS on hi.s f<.'el stdding and 
gesllel!lating, rehtmin~ to his desk 
fol hts c-o':'clu,siou, quiet ngttin 
Hr :Jtmano s .nlso an amal,rut ol 

I m rc and ltkes the syml1onic 
fo 1. 

, . e explained he was expe 'eoc­
rng a fermentation, as a result of 
what he's seen and felt. 

"There is." h e said, "the world at 
war, the world at half-war the 
world of political uphea\ al~and 
then there 's America! 

Freedom and Security 
"This country is so much better 

than we realize here. Here we've 
got t he essentials of living with 
freedom and security-and the abil­
i ty to contribute to our own as well 
as to the new world in the making. 
That's aU here, in great abundance. 

"Then the qwdity of the Ameri­
can people is different. They've got 
an essential kindliness and decency 
and goodness and concern with the 
other fellow. Some may interpret it 
as c hiJdJike softness, but it isn't. 
Maybe \Ve hu\'en't got a cultw·e 
)'e t, but we ce rtainly ure a strong, 
a . good, a constructive, people. I 
\\hat's lacking is a b~sic serious­
ness, but we shall have that, too. 
Now the people have been jolted. 
They've bad a collision ,.)tth seri­
ousness. The war, their Jo, ed ones 
m the war, bas jolted them into a 
world of reality. We can no longer 
fP for fun. We must make 
it.. J-.ppialtSS.' .. 

Hirschmann 

"Th(•y c·ouldn't believe a. 1':0\'Cm­
rnenl would do such a thing as 
sa' c other people. Th.1t our greut 
Covt.>rnmeut reuchcs out il!l arms, 
1•1,000 mile~ away ... 
. «But we have tul..eu this po~i­

ttol1. \Ve ore the lt•aders in con~ci­
encc and directinn and concern 
with thc lot of the people through­
out the world-and we Ct\n not 
shirk it. 

''Every Amc.-ican should sit down 
with himsPif nnd say to himseli: 
Tm thrilled and proud to be an 
AmNican- but now l'm called upon 
lo (>lay 11. fHUt in a unive.rs.~l theater 
aud T cnn l lot them down. l bclo•1g 
to the fre<' and the g• cal. This is 
my responsi~il ity. What. am I going 
to d<1 <tbo11t tt? '\on can l avoid hi!;­
tory. You can't duck it. 'We tried 
ducking ~t once ~eEoac, '"·hen Wil­
son put 1l to us. 

''Yes," Hirschmann said, "1 came 
baek the great patriot. F or I saw 
a dramatic example ot America Ill 
work in the way she should be. 

"T he great story of the release 
of the refugee-s h-om the Balkans is 
the American people. First. people 
who would create such "a thing as 
the War Refugee Board; then, the 
kind of men running it, men who 
have vitality, imagination, resourcc­
fulnes:.-who act-which is America. 

"I've come back with nothing hut 
fnilh-fnith that there's in this 
w 1derf ul country a young gr.oup 
?f ~~il~l and imaginative and t lex­
sble n~mded Americans to take tre­
spon Jble and sympntbetic sha in 
shaping~he world." 

Hirsc mann says it's pretty lrd 
to adju t himself to his jo at 
'Bloomin dale's again, but on the 
WU)' oul, Bloomingdale's loo ed 
just 6ne. 
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I aa enol~ inc wi t.b t.hi• let.t.er a paaphlet 

•hioh .. reeei...S tor 70u trom tbe Geoloaical IMpa.rt.ent. 
I 

or tbe Hebrew tJniTV•it7 in Jerual-. 

l 
.... In Brzsb ... , 
ft. JlnaJ4eat, 
llara'llfhle'•• 
.. IM 221 ._ Ion. 

Sincere~, 

• 



Novemb er 30, 1944. 

Te~ophone Conversatio n ~th I r a Birachoann. 

Mr • .Friedman read an article f r om the J ewish Exponent 

to Hr. Hirschmann and said that Mr. P ehl.e was diaturb ed abou t 

aome sta tements made by Mr. Hir achmann and woul.d like to get 

h i a eide of the atory. 

Hr. Friedman: John di d not get the nece aaity of making t h e 

statement -- the Board was slipping down on 

the Emergency Commi ttee. The a t ntement was made 

I ga ther? 

Hr. Hi rschmann: J abo tinsky came ove r ~ainst my adv1.c e . He made 

life miserabl e f or me. He got i n t h i s t r ouble 

in connection with Gerruan spies. He did not 

eav e one person. He claimed t h a t h e di d all the 

work tha t the :Soard d1d
7
in public sta t ements. 

I was asked about it and I dec i ded t o answer it. 

I am sorry i f t hat wa s contrary to policy. I 

t h ink I bad better a~ t hat I am sp eaking a s a 

private citizen in the f ut ure. 

Kr. Jriedman: I think that would b e hel pful . 

Jlr. Kir1ch••nn: I was the ~ that vas haomered. J abotinsky 

was an obstructionist and I know they di d not 

aave one person net. I am interested in stating 

the truth there. I stated it because those f ell ows 
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1{r. Hirschmann oont:lnuina: 

had me runnin8 in circles and I al s o sta te that 

I ~11 not m~e any statements except as a private 

ci tizen. 



\\ 

J""'"'"' ARE WARNED ~ft'"r t!Olllng how h~t ur<:NI•full t·•u~sune- naa orougnl; mQr-. aureor \ r; n :5 Df'&Otl&Led "lth " RumRnllln )I '" lh'l pe ..... c uled Jev. .... of EUM-p. 
t.t10r for the c~saaLum of w hQte15altl lh .. a lut tlve YI:.!Lr& than 

To HALT TERRORISM 
maaaacrea, he aatd that h r bt!hr.w ri•ll the nth"r eountn ea o! ut! Mold 
lha t If the d emc>erac 1ea ho lt lak<!n laken logel her ." The lmtnl~adon 
stronger action, the J><'oplr. 1n th• wou,l,d have been greatPr, he add­
Balkanl! would have bt"<'n "lm · ed. had It not b Pen for th,. a rbi­
PN!Ued bv lhe tact thai thr mora l rary re JJlrlc tlona o! the White 

Htrschmann Urges Ruthless' power or 't rol' people• v.ould thrnv. f>a[Hir 
Action p 1 t t C b wetght ag11mat dupou and t y. Rabbi Abba Htllet Sllvrr of 

tn a as tne o ur ranta." C lcvf'land, cn-chn.innan of the 

' the Lunatic Frtnge" "\Vhon the mat lf'r waa put t~Arnrrlca.n Z lonlat Emerg~cy 
Gove rnment leader• lht!y c<'aacd 11, wa s another speaker o-
the lr peraecutlona." he !IRid "'8 Ph ouberg w aa chalrm 

Ira HJrachmann woo A me.,age rra~e Brllle h l,n· The convention enda today lth 

thr k 
• return ~~ .. ns rt v altrned nln T .a .. ltt a. bualneM IICI!sl.on. 

" wee • a go from a mta&on tot --------
thA Balkan& L~ ~presentati"c of1 '\'icc cha.irm.a.n, a nd J S. dlalon. 
th" Prealdcnt'a \\'ar Re!ugt.>e secr etary, said· " l n this g rave 
Board, yut.rday a d ' c>C&I.Cd •ag- momt'nt In Jewish h istory tbc re­
g-ruslve, J·utn lc!>!t'' elimma tion oC eent deplorable terrorist cr ime in 
the terror1ata In Paleat ane Egypt and the continu ous murder 

Unle11 t he J ew1sh people nd o! Jewr y m '~<'asclst Europe altke 
llb*DaelVN of what h e ducribed a11 must a lt·engtben the determlnll.llon 
"t.ba JunaUc f ringe," they w ill auf- of t.rue Clif!n<UI of Zionism every­
!.- l or all acta committed by the where lo put·sue their effort. to 
lew hundred persona 1n that group, ure the Jewish chum for refuge 
ha saJd. d freedom in lhelr P alestinian 

.Nr. Hirschmann, vace presfden homeland." 
ot Bloommgdale's who was Prat~e "From !-'enator \\·a,ner 
leave ot' a b sence for his eight Senator Ro~rt F . \Vagner. lh 
months' mJ.&SJOD. addressed the a message, declared that H lllra­
twenty-tJrst annual convention of drut's accompltshments "In reiK'U· 

the National La bor Committf'e for ing W11ortuna tc· Jews who were 
Palatine at the H t 1 Co d trapped m Nazt Europo IS a :.t ory 

T2 o e mmo or e which when fully told w1ll add .. 
lree thousand dele~ates from glorious chapter to tht• histor y of 

un1ona and Jewi.sb organizations in human heroism.'' 
the United States and canada are Othf'r m essago:li were received 
attendmc the con\'ention . w hich is from Philip Murray. pres ident of 
exp.ot.d to a lh~> Congress of I ndustrial Organ-

pprove a $2,000,000 izations: W!lliam Green , president 
tund-raJalnc campaJgn for His tad- of the American F edera tion of L a­
rut. the Jewish Labor Federation bor . a nd Wallel Schevenels. gencr -
111 PalutJ.ne. a1 secrt'tary o! the International 

Referring to the recent assassi- F ederation 01 Trade U mon:.. 
nation tn C&Jro (1{ Lo d M Isaoore Nagler, v1ce pres1dent of 
Bri . r oyne, the International L adies Garment 

Uah reaident M.t.mater m the Worker11 Union and chairman of 
lflddJe Eut, Mr. Hi.r8chmann said f t.he adminlstrativf' con,mittee of 
Uta.t he wu "probably the last lhe National Labot Committe~! r 
American to aee and work with Palestine, traced the growth o1 e 
hJm." 
. "I didn't agtet> w1th Lord Moyne org~whlch~d $51 001 
MI . many day.s of conference." he in its first year twenty-ahe ars 
Mid "W fi II • I You' can't ejultnak'JXJ comproDl.ll ·sed ago, and last year raised $1,2!>0,-

1 a man a mply 000 
-..cauu you do not agree wtth · 
lltm. It doean't work that way At a mass meeting at Ca.rnegie 
._ply beeauae the British Em ~ Hall last night, Dr. Berna.rd Jo­
..._,t keep 1u promise or hJn't seph, legal adviser of the Jewish 
bpt Jt.. proml~ea wf~ 'paJ~tin Agency for Palestine, who recent­
,_ ..a't MWe things that way~: ly arnved from there, ~ported 

· that JewtJh publlc bodies m Pal-
... ..,__, Ia Hi& Work eetine "have consistently con-

....... tile arrangements demned whole-heartedly the~e acts 
.... to permit the es- of terrorism committed by a hand-

-~~~=~= to Palatine, Mr. ful of misruided fanatics." He II lie dealt directly added, ~owever, that "the Br1tish 
m "drang thorltiea are not free from 

•lebla•• compared am e." l llitc:hcock He emphaaizNI that the most ••111 'I•M•IIt!•llllltl.f_" Be wu imperative need of the Jewish pco 
111r~T.ui'Jdlb~~ ple today 11 free lmmlgration mt I ~~ea!ine,. mai.ntaln~ng that "little 
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I
H ·,~, Ref~rgee J~,~·~ W~rc sav-;;d 
B. An1crican ~fission m Turkev ~

Chlldr~n '-Vdl 1\.~edncl 

. Hluchma.nn told l.b" c:om 
m u. which auppo~ nna.nca.n 
lh aoc:lal s,.rvlces of lbe Jewla 
Federation or Labor in Pa1esttnc:. 
that. "you c~t.n take area~ be&l't 
received In Palea~ine when there 
recel\ed In Pa.leat.lne when "thert Anti-Nar.L~ "'Jth G.-nnan PUS- ~ 

pori.$ rnught 10 Ankara tn A ord to do everything IXlaa\ 
UIIU..~t "to ve our people trom c 

"hl"n Turkey broke relations "''lth enem ." he u.Jd. "we had mt. 
0.-rmony found ha1·rn In the atr&n~~e and clandestine meettnaa" 
AmrrJron Embn.s:.y un•11 they wlt.h the enemy and were eon­
could be lran8porteod on British atanUy aha.dowed by Orrman. 
l'l!ltU to Pnlrnlne, Ira A. H.lr.sch- Turldllh and even Brltbh a~~:rnt.a. 
mnnn dhrlollt'd yeatcrdoy. "I wu called to task by 11ome 

A IIPt'elal P re.•tdentlal mission members of t.he Stale Department 
romposed of hlm.st>l! and two for breakinR" convenllons," he re­
a.s..~fslnnt.s. l\fr. H irschmann said, counted, .. but n ot by Mr. Stein­
abrogated llle> lrndltl&'-wlth-the- hardt £Laurence A. Steinhardt. 
enemy act IJl thls end th Amba.ssador to Turkey l. who 1s a 
lnstan t'S 

0 er areat .A.merlcan. I received a letter 
a to anve lntern&.l enernJes !rom an American general calllna 

and VIctims of lhe Natis &nd their my attention that we had over­
s&lt'IJJt~. stepped a mllltary rule. I remind-

In Ills flrst public address since ed the genenJ that the mtllt.ary 
hl• return f rom the Mediterranean had 12,000,000 men to kill the en­
rhree weeks ago, at a luncheon ofj e.my while we had three to try to 
l.OOO deleg&IC's to the National save people !rom the enemy. I 
Labor Committee Cor Palestine at a.sked him to be toleranL ot my 

the Hotrl Commodor€'. ~1r. Hlr!ch- O!'fr&nizatlon." 

w .. no other door open to them in 
the whole world," but. he ended on 
a nole ot aomber warninl to those 
who hope 1.0 see there a co-opera.­
u~e Jewlllh commonwealth. 

"Thl!! 1s lht> crlllcal hour for 
Paleallne.'" he a aid. "II. Is dletreas­
ljli to &ee what 115 h~ppe.nlng t.h e 
f~t t.he hsnd6 ot a small g.tOU'P of 
turorl~tS" 1 a r f'tennc• to e 
Flshle.ra tor Lhe.J"ne0.9m. o,~~i\ll 
t.o 'Whlen belottsbf th~,..~~ .. 

Pe encE-!1. The meoellnJ ope d the One ot the m ission's a ssigned 
mann rrC'ounted some oC ~s ex- Met Romanian Mlnlster 

co <mltt<e'• two-day annu eon-J' t~u wu to tey to b,..ak up a 
concentration district ln Romania 

, .e tlon and was follo\ve last between the Dnestr and Bua 
ni t by a rally at Carnegie Hall, Rivers, where 175,000 vlctlrna of 
wht-rc Amencan, British and Po- the Na.zls were bottled up. By the 
!ish leaders ot Zionism spoke. time he arrived in Anlr.a.ra, Mr. 

Mr. Hirschmann, who has re- Hirschmann said, the population 
sumed prh·ate Jlte as 8 vice-pres!- of the disease-infested area. had 
dent of Bloomingdale Brothers, been reduced to 50,000. 
Inc .. sE>r\'ed in Ankara and Istanbul Though Romania. and the United 

. States were "stlll In the heart ot 
from Feb1 uar.v to October as as- war," he reported, ' 'the district 
slslant to John W. Pehle, director was broken up in !orty-elght 
ot the War Refugee Bo81'd. He hours, most o! the adults were ab­
had the status ot a special attache sorbed into Romania. and many of 
ot the State Department and the chlldren were removed to 
worked, "'Hh the approval of the Palestine, simply because the Ro­
Army, under an emergency order manian government was impressed 
ot President Roosevelt clothing by the concern of the United 
hJm "with the most extraordinary States government !or those peo-

i pie. 
powera probably el'er fl ~en to a "I had several meetlngs with t.he 
man by any government. Rom&nian minister 1n Anka~ an 

"Turkey \\'as a window to t timate ot Anlonescu," Mr. 
Balkans \\'hen we got there.'' Mr. IJ'Schmann said. "It 1s no true,\ 
Hirschmann said. "Our ~1gn- In my belief. that the Oe ans 
ment ~as to make ft a door. I forced the Romanjans to hese 
&bJnt we IUC~~ before I left mus murders." 

•attar It a gateway." Under 
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HIRSCHMANN TO SPEAK 

WI~ Report on N .. ,. ll!: .. tlo 'l-'••tlne Group TomOI"I"ow 

Ira Hlrachma.nn, who reca y 
returned !rom the Near :maat. ... & 

repreaentatlve of the Pre•ldr ·, 
War Refugee Boa.rd, wltl be 
principal apeaker tomorrow r 
at the Hotel Commodore aa , 
twenty-tfrat annual convention • 
the National Labor Committee to 
PaleatJne geta under way. 

Three thousand delegatea from 
unions and Jewish organizaUonll 
engaged In raising funds In ald of 
the HJatadrut, the J&wleh Labor 
Federation ln Psleatlne, are ex· 
pected t.o attend and authorize a 
194.6 quota of $2,000,000. The funda 
are ueed to reaeue Jewa from Nazi­
occupied countries and esta.blleh 
them in Paleetine, and for· recon-

atruc~ work. 
A h hllght of the conventio~ 

which nde Sunday. will be a mee • 
ing at :30 P. M. tomorrow in Ca. • 

negle ~L ----- -t 
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We--Should Be Thank.£uLay . Thomas L. S~s 
A GROUP of u.~-a few newspaper- aU lhla rose up about that table v.ilh Its whi~ linen and 

men and some Oovtornment oCII- 1~ bo\\ 1 or flowers. n made hia li&~ners a .serlow and 
cJal~-.'laL about a nice dinner, enjo~inlf •ober sroup 
the QUick gwe-and-take or a post-
mortem on the election, with gay Then, u he talked on, you recalled 'll-1th a bit or shame 
chatter and Rood humor punctua~d by the earlier gny and trlllina talk about the election. 
occas.ionnl sharp thrusts IUid sly re- But back Jn your mind, a.1 you ll~tcned, you began to see 
Oll\rks about big political figures. that ln a dltrcrent llght. For we have no !ear here. We 

Few were spared. Us a good old 
American custom. held an elccUon In the mld.~t or war. We walkelt Into the 

Then the things were cleared away polling places a.s free men and voted as we pleased. 
and we .,cttled back to cigars 1\Dd Lnter, we talked about It as we pleased, just as we hacl 
clgaret.s, while a young man. the guesL talktd about It In the campnlgn and u we had talked 
of honor, began to SJ)I'ak. He W!!.:i..ltJI...._ 

~ Hirschmann JY}lo worked Jn the Near East, lnTurkey about It at thnL dinner, joshing lhe big men, l.alt.lng them 
and t'fie IJiil~ns. cutung rt'd tape to get out refug~s. apart, criUclung them. 
He \1\'&S a repre~ntau\·c of the board designated by Pres!- Our guest had hlmf'd at. It once. 
dent R()()6('velt, consisting or Secretary o! State Hull, ''Out there, you went arow1d always looking behind ~·our 
Secretary of War Stimson, and Secretary or the Treasury back," he said. 
Morgenthi\U, We should be U1nnkful. 

He sat and talktd informally, He mentioned the election He told about meeting people in secret places. 
as he ~t.arted, and then went into an account o! h.l.s work. We should be very thankfuL 
He told of the horrors ot persecution fn the Balkans, ot • • 
massacres, o! a thousand children who waited and waited THEN he told what It means to be an American citizen 
and waited, llteraJiy at the docks-lost waifs with no over there, and h1s vo1ce hlled with emotion. He told 
country and no home, !or whom, It seemed, nobody could what. 1t meant to represent our Government. OffiCials ot 
fmd visas. He rot them to Palestine and he reported that, other governments he met there were amazed at his nslt. 
on • visit there later, he round them dJfferent little beings. "You mean that your Government l.s interested inrhM rer;co1 rapidly, physically and emotionally. All told, happens to people over here?" they a.sked in e!!ect. 'And 
60, per&Ons 11.-ere mo,·ed to Palestine. the American people-are they so interested?'' 

• • • They couldn't understand it, but; when they foun out 

A he talked, the !ear that grips the souls of men who aboul It, they were moved into action. 
dared to apea.lt out against the Nazis, the hldden Jives And the average person on the street-how they loolt to 

tbe.r bad &o lead, U1e deaths that so many of them died- America. and how they \\'elcome Americans! 

I 
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~~~ N\eJMI[ 
ly Charles Von Dn ander oad Willi•m 0. Plever Jr. 

War Refugee Soard to Carry On 
Until Germany Is Defeated 

Washington, Nov. 22. 

T te W11r lt..-!ugee Board-"hicl1 some people 11ave feared might 
be prematurely abolished under the Ru~sell amendment prohlbo 

lUng e..xec:utlve agencies from continuing more than a year with­
out Conercsslonal approval- Is going to stay on the job a~ lonr 
as there's a war on In Europe. 

The WRB's allotlcd year ''Ill expire nt'xt Jan. 22, alter which 
Ume It will have to look to Congt·ess, 
rather than to the President, !or lts 
tlnances. 

Therefore, the board, composed or 
Sccret.ar:les Hull, Stimson and Morgen· 
thau, Is submitting to the dl"ficiency 
sub-committee oi the House Approprla· 
tlons Committee, now In session, are· 
quest !or $150,000. 

The Board's executive director, 
John w. Pehle, estimates that thi~ 
amount will be sufficient to mecl WRB 
requirements !or salaries, supplies and 
other expenses through June, i1 neces· 
sary. 

Thus !ar, no Congressional oppo­
sition to such a grant is In prospect­
certainly not !rom any sourc-es ac· 
qualnted with the WRB's activities. . .. 

IRA lORSCUM ANN 

As a mutter of fact, J•o,, e,er, U had looked until recently as 
though there would be little or no reason for extending U1e life ot 
the Boaro beyond the prescribed period. 

u~s than two monlhs ago, lor instance, Vlctory.in·Europe day 
~eE'med so much close1· at hand than It does now that Pehle, at ~ 
press conference, Indicated the WRB work was jusl about done; 
and, at Ute same conference, Ira Hirschmann, who had been rep­
resenting the board In the Middle East, announced hiS return to 
private llie on the ground U1at hl~ assignment-that of arranging 
to funnel out Ball,an refugees via Turkey-had virtually been 
completed. Both Pehle and Hirschmann made lt clear at the Ume, though, 
that the WRB couldn't really call It quits so long as there wc1 e still 
any Jews or members o! other persecuted minorities to be rescuel1, 
l! possible, from areas stlll occupied by the Nazis-such as Germany 
ttselt, Poland, HungaiJ:, Slovakl.3, etc. 

There still are, and thrre will continue to be -until V-Day lt::>clf. 
though their numbl!'rs al'e far smaller (gt·ov. ing smalli and 
r each day u nd(.'r the Nazi extermination program! a the 
lUes of getting them out or these territories are far eat~\' 

tha hey were in t he Balkans generally, the WRB \\ill c 'tinue 
ntaln Its s tntrs here and abroad and to do all lt posslb y can 

to further rescue e.cti\·lt le!:. 
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JU\ec> the European \\ arb. o~~>r, 1\IJI\ t'll'r, and thj)rl' 11rr no more 
'occu~rrttorieos, the WHB \\Il l quiNiy !old Ito; boo~lts 
dool"!! and go out ot <'Xtst•·nre. 

As th<' BoMd's pro!sfl'.'CtlvP demise n~ars, consldt>rabl<' pt !!~<sure 
l.s bPing brought b~· vuriou~ interesu .. d grnup.~ to make- It n .JWrmll· 
nenl ~ovtrnm,.nt ngencv, ~o ns to Insure conllnuation or :.orne of 

llht• work It has bern doing, both djr<·clly and lndlrl'ctly, In brh11U 
ot persl'cuted m lnorlllcs oiL over the worl<.l. 

Its edu«:.atlonal valttc alo•te, for exam)IIC· the role It hn~ pln~rd 
In pnlmotlng symp:~thy, unrt(•rstanding and acti\'C a~islancl', within 
the U. S. llS<'It as wt•ll ns abroad, ror the victims or oppl'CM;ion­
ls regal'dPd a!' lnPstimnhle. 

But, contrary to thl' tendl'ncy in most goVl't:OmC'nt 3Qent:lrs, 
the WRB's members and adminlllu-ativc flt.lr.sonn<.>l look upon the 
ol'flc•.• and lis !unctions as s trictly PmergPncy affairs-and, altel' 
1 he> emtl'tency has passed. U1ry have no dl:'slre to be "p!!rpl'luated.'' . . . 

At their ftr~l meetintr here Ecofllltnlc Sta blllzer Fred \'!nson 
told WL.B member Frank Graham the s tory o! a t-emarkable Inning 
o! baseball ln \I hich he played, as shotl!ll6p Cot• Centre College, 
against the Unh-erslty or North Carolina, ot which Gr aham Js now 
president, back In 1909. 

On the first pllclled ball, Vln.son singled. On the next two bal ls, 
two more Centre men sately bunted, Joadlng the bases. On the 
fourth pitched ball, the batler grounded to sbort, the shortstop threw 
to second, the second baseman threw to ftrst and, after VInson had 
crossed the plate, lhe ftrsl-baseman threw to home, catehing the 
ma~·ho had bl'en on second and retlrtnr the sld. e. All, VInson 

raham listened to the story and then said qu!cUy: •· 'es, t 
str sed, on tour pitches! ~ 

rem ber that Inning very well. I was slUing on lhe ben a t 
the me-as a substltutt> !or North Carolina." 
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IIIBA.~ OF '1m 
tiiiTED STATES OF .AJlF..RICA 

We have heretofore advised you of the arrival in 
Iet.,bul by railroad from Rumania of a group of some 160 
ar.lllt s ana children en route to Palestiil.e. Mr. Hirsch­
mmm, 1n his reports to you, has included inforl]]..&tion 
regarding the earlier steps which had been taken and 
agreements obtained f or the issuan ce o~the necessary 
transit visas for eiligratioo from Ru.m.afda. Qlite likely, 
he has likewise advised you personally, since his return , 
ot other details. However, the War Ret\lgee Board, as a 
matter of interest, might wish t o know how this scheme 
is developing. 

In accordance w1 th arrangements which have been made 
with the Bulgarian authorities, Sofia has advised t.he 
Bulgarian Cmsulate 1n Rumania that it i s in order t o 
issue Mgarian transit vieae to any persons 1n Rumania 
Who are in posseseion of conf1rmat1ons, issued by repre­
senta tives of the Jewish Agency, that 1mmigration certi­
ticatee for Palestine have been authorised for thalli. This 
arrangement depended, of course, upon the two earlier 
agreements which had been secured, namely (agreement with 
the British Passport Control Office) that any J ewish refu­
gee arriving oo TUrkish territory would be admitted t o 
Palestine , and (agreement w1 th the Turkish Foreign Office) 
that the Turkish authorities would ieeue transit visas to 
ey persone who are in possession of one of four identify­
ing documents, as enumerated in the epec1al agreement 
between the Amel"ican and British Embaseiea in Ankara and 
the Turkish Foreign Off1oe, regarding which you have 
already been advised. With few exceptions, the persons 
included 1n the group of 1 60 mentioned above were in 
possession of Rumanian passports and exit visas. Turkish 
t~ansit visas were issued either in Rumania or at 
Srl11ngrad, at the &.llgarian-Turld.sh !'rontier. 'For your 
confidentia1 intorrnatioo, the group included f our children 
Who si.JIIply attached themselves to the l arger gr oup of 
etiUdren in Rumania, a1d one child wbo did the same in 
Bulgaria. 'lhe four Rumanian children received Bulgarian 
transit vieaa, md all nve r eceived 'l'urkish transit visas 
t e.ilingJ-acl, with nothing more in their pockets than con­

tl!WI'tiana ot the Je"ri.sh Agency tnat Palestine oerti!icatee 
woald M aned to thea. 

• 
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r ecent da;rs, a total of perhaps 50 J ewish 
.fiJ'o11 8.1.lc;aria have present ed themselves at 

... ~--.~~ wit h B..tlgarian passpor t s and ot her documents 
were admitt ed into Turkey without any difficult y on ' 

the basis o! t neir J ewish Agency conf irmatioos. This 
pr ocedure is now working quite allt omatically. The Turk­
i sh t r ansi t visas are isS\led at Svtiingrad, the Palestine 
certificates and other necessary t r ansi t viaas from 
Turkey to Palestine are i~5Ued in I st.mbul , and the 
j ourneys can be cootinued. 

There i s s ome con fUsion as t o t he categori es of 
persons llho ma·· emigra te from Rumania. '1e are advised 
t hut children repatriated from Transniat r i a are not being 
permitted t o emigrate-. 88 the Russiuns , r egarding these 
children a s Russian nation ala, wish t o return t hem t o 
Russia. This eame attitude seems to apply t o adults 
repatriated or .aherwiee r eturned t o Rumania from Trane­
niatria. We are adrtsed, l ikewise, that ther e may be 
80M difficulty f or Polish natiooals t o emigrat e from 
au.&nia, as t hey , t oo, seem t o be considered as per sons 
t o be returned t o their ooun trie s of origin . Although 
this apparenUy is the general attit ude , never t heless 
20 Polish nat ionals were among the 160 persons r ef er r ed 
to above. Then t her e i s questico as to whether yowg 
IISl o! military age will be permitted t o emigrate from 
Rumania. In pr inciple, all men of milit ary age, includ­
ing .J ewe, have been required t o r egister f or military 
eerrlce. However, Rumanian Jewish young men in SII&J.l 
nuabere are r eceiving passports and other necessary docu­
.mt., and are emigrat ing. Ae you can see--and it has 
al~ been thus 1n Balkan countries--regulation s havd 
belll made and then exceptions turn up one after t he other, 
eo that a clear picture cannot be secured. 

In Bulgaria, likewise , J ewish men of mili tary age 
have been r egistered for service. Theor etically , t here­
tore , t hey should not be ubl e t o emigr ate. Pract ically • 
however, some have been passing through TUrkey, s o t hat 
here again one cannot say defini tely what t he future will 
hold for emigr ation of young peopl e , of whom ther e are 
thou sands in Bulgaria r eady to emigrat e to Palestine. 

1'he foregoing i s for your informaticn . In accordan ce 
With rour v~ious cables, we are now r e training from 
interfering 1n these emigration matters which, since t he 
deteot1cm of Rumania and Bulgaria to the cause of t he 

• 
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b e r egc;.rded as "n ormal 11 emigrat i on maY 
nd~ation n th which the lLr Refugee Board 
~ itself. Nevertheless, because these pro­

::re initiated by Ambassador Steinhardt and 
-·H·-i'r""schmann 'While he was still here, we thought you 

:-~d be inter ested in knOWing how they developed. We 
would appreciate your informing Mr. Rirscruruum. 

... 

With personal greetings, 

Sincerely yours, 
.... 

/ s/ Herbert Katzki 

J. w. Pehle, Executive mrector 
War Retugee Board 

Treasury Building 
Washington 25, D. C. 



ID JQur lett.er of reai.p~atioo to the Board, you axpreaae4 
J'OW' crawtal.D .. a for beiDI aivea 1.he tlnlque opportunity to aaft 
llYee at. a t~ 11ben the aidn preoacupat.icn o! the world u thai. ot 
k1ll1nl• ln thb ol:!Mnat1on l101 th• ... Ill~ ot ~ per•cpal. 
appro eb t o tbe d1! t1C\llt end h art-reodi-ta tUk with 1Cil the 
Pr .. idc\ charc..S the 1!ar Rel\\eM !oarcl. 1 t. eJG)laina 7our seal end 
~nergy in CWTJ'iDa out. :rour dutua, ,-our deuratnat.ion to do what 
othera called i.llpoedble. It explain• 11h7 at the •er'f tiM ot t.he 
creation ot the lll'ar a.tu~e Boa:rd70Q ~ in TllrD7, ta.ldn& tiM 
troa a ~ and illporlmt buainaaa career, tryinc to do !'lh t. you 
could •• a prbate oitb~m to allniate the •ut'ferinc of the 'rl.ctiu 
ot Hitler. This connncad 'WI that in you the i'oard wou:Ld .t1nd th• 
MlneaCleea md the will to aceollpl.tih neo• .. &r7 to t.hrow open wide 
the exit doors 1roa the Bal.lcme t.b.rcuch !urke7. 'l'he Board waa for­
tunate indMd 1D hnin& JOU u ita represct.ative. And it1 !'aitb 
in J'OU bu proftd well ju\1tiecl. 

1 t ... not. lOQC after 1ao.r appointr~ent that the ftl.eca. 
..... wu t1.rd !l.eshed 1n thia country that once qain re!'Upea traa 
the Balkal wre bein& admitted into Turkey. At tirat they cae in 
trlckl... 3ut 1t 11'8.~ not lana before J'OU aucceeded in havl.oi the 
ettr. procedure !or obtaining 'turkish trMdt viNe and Palestine 
cert11'1catea onrhau.l.ttd 51d .-treaaltned. Tl\e trickle t~um incre .... d. 
to a now, parUcularl¥ lib~ 1t becan knom that all re~ ... troa 
the lal.Una, w!.th or without papara, would. be adldtted t.o Turket an4 
Paleatine. All who arrived were tranaported throuch 'lurka7 to Palea­
\ille 1D o m.stt.er of da,ya after their arrival. Thu51 the T'.u-ld.ab 
bot.U~eolc •• broken, due largely to your unt1r1ni ef1'orta. 

lou then proceeded to attack w1 t.h equal imaginaUon and 
ce!'IY the Obat cle• placed. by t.De aatelllte covULUantt in the path• 
ot tho" t.q1Dc to escape .froa the 8alkan1. With tluJ approv•l of 
.&llbuNd.Ol' Ste!Dharit, J'OU -.plol*i unpnoedated •thodl in an un­
preoedctecl aituationJ when nec .. aary, JOU c1itrec-.rded tra.dlticaal 
prooecture• and. ...S. l\all uae or your extraordlna'7 autbortt.y to deal 
with the 1011111'· Aa a d1reot reault of your activity, thou.sanda ot 

• • ... oanoa, • Pehle, llr. Anhluoa, tk-. b 

•• 
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refUgees, d d to extermination at the hand a of the retreating 
Oercan ar ea in Tranmistria, 'lr'Ore at Ule last m~t. re.Giond into 

1a proper and thereby SUed fX'OII the clutchaa Of the Qe.raana • 
I t. 1fU in large part. due to your ettort.a that the Jb.uuni.n and all.­
garian Oo'Yern..~Mmta t1nal.l.J' cue to realise how .. r1ou.a1,. our c:.a.em-
8Ct consida-ed their inhuam treatmclt of tbe .lna md otbar mnor ity 
group a. 'l'bua, Daoy not :fortunate enough to eacape "ra nonethel.eas 
unotriciall.T protected in aide Rmumian and Bulsar1an terri tor:rJ and 
n eo pri or to the Arld.atice Declara tion , the Bulgarian Oo"Yernaent re­
peued. 1t.a anti~ewiah l awa. 

1 t ill w1 tb deep regret that. your reeignatian - Special. 
Representative o~ the ar Retugee Board in Turkey haa bee accepted. 
The cxntrlbutim which yaa hne ude t o our YOrk ia 1ndead outat.andin& 
and should &be J'OU the deepeat personal. grat1f1catJ.an. 

'fary tr\Uy your a I 

(!iltll&al 3 . w. POle 

.. ...... 



EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 

WAR REfUGEE BOARD 

WASHINGTON '2S, 0 C. 

Mr. J. w. Pehle 
Executin Director 
War Refugee Board 
Washington, D. c. 
Dear Mr. Pehle: 

October 17, 1944 

S iDee returning .fr c:a IllY sec end lllission in Turkey tor comrul. ta­
ticm and having sul:&itted BO' report to you, it is my understanli.ng 
that the assignment given ce by the l'far Refugee Board as Special. 
Rapreaentatin 1B Turkey has becen concluded. 

I 
On October 4, 1944, I subaitted to you a 8UJIIII&r.Y report ot rq 

operations in Turkey fl'Oll June 18th through October 4th when I 
left ADkara. My pl"evi.oua reports to you covered fully uy operation.t 
tor the Board since you designated 118 the Board ' a Special Represen­
tative ill Turkey on February 15, 1944. The job, as I perceived it, 
was to iJiple•nt the policy of the United States Government, enunci­
ated in the President ' s Order of January 22, l<t,44, to rescue tbroo.gb 
Turkq vi.ctime .from the satellite countries. Turkey is well described 
as a rlDdow into the Balkans. Through the aegis of the Board, we 
aucceeded in 11alc1 ng of 1 t first a small aperture, then a door, through 
which literal.l:r thousands of refugeas were reseuad. These refugees, 
I am cOlltid.ent, would not have been saved fraa persecution and 
annihilation without the eleventh hour efforts, of the Board, working 
throueh its representatives with Ambassador Steinhardt 1n Ankara 
and Istanbul. 

Your clothing ot ae with authority to deal with the enem;y 
afforded me the opportunity of dealing with and persuading the 
M.illi3ters ot Bulgaria and RuJ18nia to lessen the stricture against 

1the oppressed lllinoritiee; to abandon the disease-ridden csmp iA 
Transnistria; to induce the Government in Bulgaria to revoke ite 
netariOWI anti- Jewish laws , reinstating a population ot 45,000 
citizens (who had been reduced to pariahs) to their normal state 
ot hllii&D rights and dignity. Through the auspices of the Board, 
uumerou. other steps were taken to rescue stricken peoples in the 
~lkaDa, all ot which steps are recorded in rour files • 

• - •• • MlAt, - · ............. .... ])alob 
./ 

......... 11111, ... a. ... , . tuhrd 



EXECUTIVE OFFIC£ OF THE PRESIDENT 

WAR REFUGEE BOARD 

WASHINGTON 25, 0 C. 

Mr. J . w. Pehle 
Executive Director "ar Refugee Board 
"••~on, D. c. 
Dear Alr. Pehle • 

October ~ 7 • 1. 944 

S.i.nce returning £rom my eeccnd mission 1n Turkey far consuJ.ta­
tion and having sutmitted my report to you, it is my understanding 
that the as~ignment given me by the War Refugee Board ae Special 
Representative iD Turkey has been conc1uded. 

On October 4, 1944, I subm1tt8d to you a summary report o~ my 
operations .in Turkey from June 18th through October 4t.h when I 
let't A.nkara. My previous reports t o you covered fully vry operation.e 
for the Board since you designated me the Board 1 e Spec1.al Represen­
tative iD Turkey on February 1 5, 1944. The job, as I percei.ved i.t, 
was to implement the policy ot' the United Statee Government, enunci­
ated J.n the President ' s Order of' January 22, 19).4, to rescue through 
Turkey victims from the satellite countries . Turkey i.e well described 
as a wi..cdow into the Ba 11m ns. Through the aegis o~ the Board, we 
succeeded in making of 1 t .first a small aperture, then a door, through 
which literallY thousands of refugees were rescued. These refugees, 
I am confident, would not bave been saved fran persecution and 
annih..Uation without the eleventh hour efforts" of the Board, working 
through its representatives wi.th Ambassador Steinhardt in Ankara 
and Istanbul. 

Your clothing of me rlth authority to deal with the ene'DQ" 
a.£forded me the opportunity of dealing wi tb and persuading the 
Ministers ot Bulgaria and Rumania to lessen the stricture against 

1the oppressed minoriti es ; to abandon the disease-ridden camp in 
Trananistria; to induce the Government 1n Bulgaria to revoke its 
nefarious anti-Jewish laws, reinstating a population or 45,000 
citizens (who had been reduced to pariahs) to their normal state 
or human rights and dignity. Through the auspices of the Board , 
numerous other steps were taken to rescue stricken peoples in the 
Bhlknns, all ot wbieh steps are recorded in your files . 
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For •lli ta.ry and poll tica:L reaaoD*, the door i.Dto Turkey i.e 
bei.Dg sealed; al.ao, the neceeei.ty ~or rescue i.• obvi..ated i.A vi.enr 
or the liberation of Rumania and Bul.gari.a. ll;r work ia therefore 
term.inated1 and I berewi. th tender my reei.gnat.i.on. 

I cannot cl.ose, however, w1 thout again aclmow1edging ycra:r 
kindness and undevi.atU:lg support or my e.t.torta. In no ei.ngl.e 
ill.etanoe haV'8 you f'alled to support wi.thout reservati-on the 
requests and steps taken b,y me i.n the i.nterest of the Board'• 
progrea. This encouragement and aea1etance baa been an 1nval.ua.b1.e 
a.id to me. 

In time of war, as I understand it, k1lling peopl.e seems to 
be the ma:1..n job at band. Through the Board I was privU.eged to 
undertake a job o.f saving people, instead of 1d.1l.1.ng them. I 
rlsh to thank you £or thi.s broad and unique oppor~ty 1n the 
.f:l.el.d o.f human welfare. 

~ 

'/I~ .. ---~ • • .. - -
scbmann 

-
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BLoo 1 1 N<n>A t. n·,.. 
-s .~ , , . "') n ... 

Novunb r 1:~, 1944 

Mr. John \,· . Pehle 
Executive Director 
lrar Pt.~f'ucee Board 
:'reasury Builcll.ng 
I•B<:Jhinston 25 , D . C . 

Dear John: 

I read an article in thP. Pat.,ontl1. 
Jew1eh .lonthly on the \/ar Pe.&"ur·pe 
.Board ,.,~1ch, I think, ffl.ilP -:o 
a tress t}.e a.:ff'1rma ti ve work clone 
by the Board. 

Do you th1nJr it worth,o;rhile to ha.ve 
it answered as I beli eve 1n the 
connota~1on of messages i~ fails to 
do justice to your accomnlishments 1 
I ~ill be glad to anRwer it i f you 
rleem it des i rable . 

I am coming to Washington this 
~l1ursda.y anrl will call you in the 
hope of seeing you . 

~ ..... ____ _.... ____ __ 
) 1ah : ba I . :A. Lir·scrmann 
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C X CCVTIVC OFT I CC S 

• r . John \, . Pehle 
Executive Director 
l>ar Ret'ugee Boa rd 
Treas ury Building 
»as h i ngton 2 5 , D. C. 

Dear John: 

~~ .I.!'"' '\,..ORK:. !.._~2 

No v e11bc>r 1 0 , 1944 

I thought you wou ld like to see a. p roof 
of our i ntrodu ctory ad announcing t he 
opening of the Sixth \,ar Loan. 

I intend to be in \ifashing ton vritrin the 
next week and will call you, as I shoul d 
like to see you . 

ill th good vrishes , 

Cordially yours 

iah : r e t I • .t\ . 

__ )\ 
c I t t:c._ _ ___ _ 

Hir~chnann ) 



root 

. . 
1 

Th1s is a wounded American soldier on Bougainville. When you 

are a sked to buy War Bonds during the Sixth War loan drive, 

remember this picture. 

BLOOMINGDALE'S 



EMBASSY OF THE 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

Ankara, November 6,. 1944. 

John W. Pehl.e, Esquire, 
Executive Director, 

War Refugee Board, 
Washington, D. C. 

Uy dear John: 

I am :indebted to you for your tooughtfulness 

in sending me under date of October 21st the photo-

static copies of several newspaper articles which 

appeared following Ira Hirschmann' s press conference 

upon his return to the Uni ted States. No one rejoices 

mor e t han I do at the recognition given by the 
,/ 

American press to the succes sful efforts of Ira 

Hi rschmann and the War Refugee Board in Turkey. 

- ........ ~.:- }._!: "'~ ~ 
~ 



NE .RY. DAII .. Y ? .. - OCTOBER .:"6 I -:1l.l4-

Zionist Dinner Tonight 
--,;;-rt•hahilit<~lf(ln' nf rF.c11ed 
Europe.w Jew, m P<~lc~bne will be 
de.,erihcrl tlti~ t•\etting at a 
diOIIPr or the \ll"tropolltan Zionist 
Fund by Jr,, Htr'l<·hmann. speci..U 
r<'t)re,,•nh\tive nl the \\'ar Refugee 
.Board. at thr \\'.!ldl)lf· Astoria 
.. !Jrse:hm:utn rrtumed l~t week 
trom hl~ post in ~hf' U. S. Emb .• ~'>' 
in _\nkw-a. Thl" drnner iq part tlf a 
c.tmpru~rt In f"d.i~c .s 100,000 to G. 

lttilnc-..• u •·ampai~n to ohtam ~peed,J; 
n:t'ftgltltitm of f>.!l~:'lllnc .~:x jewi 
Cnmm<lll\\ t'<thh 



New York ~-Telegram 
ocr 2!) 1944 

1onists to Hear } ! 
fugee Report • 

a. Hirschmann. who resumed! 
h~ post u vice president of Lhc 
Bloomloll'dale department "lore 
Ja.u week a(ter his return from 
Ankara, Turkey, wher~ he wa& a 

l
rl!Jireaentatlve o! lhe War Refugee 
Board. will repart on the etforts 
to aid re(ugee Jrws at s. dinner ol 
the Metropolitan Zionist Fund In 
the Wallior!·Astorla Hotel Th~s· 

'

day night. 
The dinner wiU be Part o a 

qlWlpalgn by the fund to r l.se 
~~~~00.000 to speed acUon !or he 
rJ\Cognltlon o[ Palestine a& a. J w· 
!.'l.th Cornmonw•alth. 

tu lUU&N'-'" • _......... •· ·-·-
helpleSS human Deln~ f 'ts vast shores, a bnrhnro\lS 
them disernbark on any o ' 



October 2~, l 44 

Dear Ira: 

fhaok you ror 1o~r le~\ r ot Oo\o r 20, 

1ran1 1 t. Ung a oop:r o t rou.r U.U:. 

I he&Pd 1t onr l he ra41o and 1" •a a 

Ter7 etteatlTe Jo~. 

leep ~P ~ IOo4 work . 

Biuoe.relt, 

(Signed) John 

---~ .. -n 1 ~ess human DeiDgS 10• 1: sho barbarous 
for tOW and complete t~e~ disembark oo any of sts vast res. a 



Dear r . 4 •u• • Bode 1 24].0 

_-J~~IIr • DuBo h 

--•r. Lux I ol'd 

a ODW• 

J . W. Pehle 

OffiCE Of .... EJCECU1M DIUC10I 

WAll I8UOIE IOAID 

I . . Pehl• 
IXeoutlve D1reotor 

lno., 

ave 
on 

n 



0CT23 

Dear r. H1reohmann: 

Tho mombera of the ar notugee BO rd ho.ve 
asked ae to e~reas to you tb81r deep ppreo1at1on 
for the work you lmve just coopletod e 8pco1e.l 
Represent t1Ye ot the Board 1n Anknrn., 'ru~ey. Our 
appreo1 t1on should alao be extended to th -tO~rd ot 
Direotora ot Bloomingdale Brother a , lno. for re­
leaa1nrr )'ou tor th1a apoo1al a.ss1gnment for the 
gov,rnmont and tor tac111t~ting your return to Turkey 
'to o tnplete the gre t hu:mQni tnr1an task you h.a4 com­
menced on your t1ret v1a1t . 

We nre convinced tltnt your contribution 
hal reaulte4 in the aav1ng of thouaa.nda ot humai'\ 
lives and that you may be juatly proud of tl\e part 
you have ple.ye'- 1!1 the work ot the W r Refugee BOard. 

... Ira A. H1reohmsnn , 
BloOIIlft«Clale Brothers, Xno., 
... 'fori, J . Y. 

10/20/44 

Very trUly yours , 

(l'.erl) J ·•· ~e 

J. w. Pehle 
Exeoutive D1reotor 
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urcur•vc orncts 
October 20 , 1944 

-

ro Mr. Pehle 

FROM ltr. Hirecbme.nn 

Deer John: 

EXECUTIVE OFRCE OF THE PRESIDENT 

WAR REFU G EE BOARD 

INTER-OFFICE COMMUNICATION 

oAn October 18, 1944 

I don 1 t want to appear to be pers istent, but I woul.d 
appreciate it if it were possible and in order for you to 
get some kind of letter of acknowledgment fraa the Secretary 
or the Board regarding my efforts. The Bloaningdale Board 
considers that it has made a sacrifice and a contribution 
ill perm.ittiDg my absence during this period, and wh11e no 
record ie needed for the Directors with whom I operate, any 
official acknowl edgment is epread on the mimltes of the 
compeny so that any questioning from stockholders may be 
thwarted. Aside trca this, I would of course appreciate 
haviag any expression which would serve as a souvenir 1.a 
my old age. 

, 



.. 

EXECUTIVE Off iCES 

Mr . John w. Pehl e 
Executive Direc t or 
War Ref ugee Board 
Treasury Bui lding 
Wash i ng ton 25, D. C. 

Dear J ohn : 

.TNG.D.A.LE' S 
W YORR 22 

October 20 , 1944 

Encl osed is a cony of my talk to be 
deliver ed over the Col 1mb1a Broadcasting 
Syst em network on Sunday, Oct ober 22nd, 
1944. 

iah: ret 

Cor di a lly yours 

I. A. Hirschmann 
Vic e- Pr es i dent 

t l ve 

ion 



De UTered by 
Wr. I. A. Rireom..nn 
roraer Bpeoial RepreeentAtiTe of 
the U. B. "'-r Refugee Board -
low r etLll'ned to h.h OiTil1an 
ltatue &I a Vioa President of 
Blooaingdal8a, Bew Torlt 

OYer Columbia Broadoaat1ng Syet m 
S~y, October 22, 1944 1:30 PM 

I 
SAVPG RrJ"tJGE£9 THROUGH 'l'tffliEY 

During a war the main job of people oonneoted with it, by 

the ature o~ tba j ob, 1• to kill people. 'l'hil maY sound blont a.M 

hon1ble, but none ot ue oan avoid the taot that we have some twelve 

million Americana dnoted to tbat j ob now, beoauee it hal to be done 

and, God w11U~~g, aa quiolt]¥ aa poaa1ble . 

I n the U~t ot the ter:dble need for deatroy1ng the enemy , 

wh1oh auat take first place in the job of war, we ael4011 atQp to think 

ot the other eeaentlal ~ob, &D4 that il ot eavig people. Among the 

Tiotlaa ot the 1ndeeonbabla borron of war - and I baTe juet ret urne d 

from eee1Dg them in the tleeh - are the innocent by-standers, who are 

looaeq tened. retupee. KilUona of theee people, men, wo~~en and ohil­

Uell, ue oaaght between the Tile of •r aDd d1e elow,pa1nfQl deaths 

t ... taelq paabecl anuDCl, tr• •l-DDtriUon, e~oeaza,pe~•oution, 

... jut plaiD hoMleeae••· 

Yoa haTe read a lot of atatiatioa and aome mther bea rt­

bleatliW nonea, I &II IUI'e, of refugee•. And it la DO o11.tio1•• of 

__. tM.t lt 11 lapoaa1ble to picture, •1 ttlg in our oomtortable 

••ate &a U.noa, what aotual:ll goea on ln the oountriea that aYe 

1IMa ••--•• 1l.r t!le lull . lo:r would I atte11pt to open woullda by 

.., ...,"• deao:rlptlon ot th1~ I baTe aeen, eapeo1ally where children 

- t.._ "Plell Ylot1ma. But 1 t neye:r hun &DJOne to faoe feall tr, 10 

U bow tbe t:rath. 
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too y~ 
W. ~aYB seen t heae th1nga, thou • a have ae n t hem onl7 

1n the ool d, a1ltmt , oolorleaa pr1n't of !'eporh and newapap.,rt ~ 

In et1gaat1&1ng the printed word aa oold, a1lent and oolorleea, 

I ha•e no 1ntent1nn of putting a alivht upo the f14e11t:r and 
you 

tal ante ot aon •ho haTe proT1de4 u w1 t h •ordl 'o read aboU' the 

raY e1 of the v1otlaa 1n the Balkan•. I onl:r w1ahec1 to I'U6 ea't 

that 1n ~e nature ot thlnga the deat1tut1on of ~he T1o't1aa 1n you · · 
Oei"CC&nT and the BaUana hal been aa4o known tn •• ao tar, 1h. a 

gre:r retleot1on of ita terrible and monotonoua phaa • of pa1n, 

death, a~okneaa: a retleot1on ae.n 1n the perapeot1•e of thoue~48 
ot a1lea, 1n the ~ at•oaphare of neoeaaarr otfl?la~ re~locnoe, 

t hrough the Tell of inadequate word&. Inadequate, I A"f , because 

what had to be reproduce~ happens beyond the ooJmOn exper1enoe . ot 

lite and our iaag1na Uon, luok117 tor our peaoe ot ra1nd. 'rh \.e • 

notw1 t hatandlng the real proar••• ot hwiaili. tar1an 14ent and 1n­

atruaenta auch aa tor ex&al'l.• th-. ar •tuae• ~· 
furker 11 a window 1nto the Balkan•. A. a one of the few 

••'ral oountr1ea pJI6ar to the break 1n rel.a,1one w1 th Gel"'laa\7 . 
ln Augua~, 1t beoaae a hotbed of aeoret ac.nta fro all the 

..-a\rle• ot the world. Eaploft!'ge and aounter-eaplonage ·~ '"b• 

... , ae\1Ye ~1nea1 1n Ankara, and etpeo1all1 1n Iatanbul, wb1oh 

41r•'17 faoee the Balkan• aoroaa tl:te Boaphorua an4 into the Blaolt. 

.... lt• ecnald aaoet throw a atone ou~ ot tbe w1ndow of anr leaa­

llla '-'•1 uaa h1 t an acent -- ( 1n faot, we ahould haY e) • ere •• 

,._ ..... opportunltJ ot reaoh1ng out aoaehow 1nto the Balkan oountr1ee 

... ,.,,,. out ot the t1re •~• ot the helpl••• Y1otlu of the Nazi. 
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On laa\ JanuaJ7 22n the u Refugee Board wu ••' up •• 

an ••J"'eft07 war 8G no7 b7 J .rewidont Roosnel \ • 
• 

of ~. 'hr'e• 8Mretar1ee. ot tn\ , frea.UJ"1 and • u, n 4 ohoee for 

!t1 Dlreo,or 'h• ~lo, e7JIJ)e.th tlo and extraoJ'"dinar117 able 70Uh« 
• 

Aaer!oan, John W. P le, about whoa I th.1nlt AaeM.a w1ll be bearlne 

a ~t deal aore. I ~· ctes1 nated b7 the 80ar4 •• Us ea1al Rep-

with the .n • 

lea 1ng 1nto the da!"k. 

Arr1Ylilg 1n 'turkey I found that eome ot t~ 

able and ett1o1ent Joint D11trlbutlon Oomnlttee and • Jow18h 

eno7 ot Paleet1ne, were pulling out hAndtule ot Y1o,lae troa the 

a1111on~ of agonl1o~ h\Uian betnsa who ware c!Jlng at ~h hands of the 

German•, ~lgarl&JW, :Ru.aan1ana ond Hungarlana. It wae a fJ"1shtful 

altuatton, becgarl.nl cteaor1 t1on. Onl7 to eee soae of t!ie tti114rfn 

who -...rH to eaoape waa a apur to renerate 11hateTer en~ and 

P~a one aoul4 oo-.and to ••t u the anne tor pul11ng •ore ot 

*"• p..,l• out ot the f1,.. . 

I will not tttrell on the ln'noao1ea and obataolea put 1n 

Uae _, er hOh a taak. After 11, wo were dealinG w1tb OUJ" en1111 • 

ll8l the ••an• or reaeutng •• -.nJ of ' ••• ~1• •• 
,. ••• - ••• alii wheNYer .,.., were . 



' 

- .. -
Clo ed w1 . h au orl 't7 of our T 1; an4 • back-

ot OUl" eo le, il' br 1n oat era cnda 

of 'h • n.c 'U.11.1 • 1!7 ~1na, ltqalta - aAJ 

ana of :tr.&JU~port • A:l.l of •• 

eo le wen~ o ale 'tln 

e hlt:i.eh 

wit tb 

tein t . 

th neceaa&.%7 toJ'D&l 

laaKi t 17 Trla 1nto al. 'U.ne. bout 

1"'0 ou of Greece tr th aCUa.oen't 1 ~ on ts 

1 to :to:-t7 p eopl - oroa& en has.&ra u 

th !'urk1&h 

ed to and g1Yen trans rtatlcn alco :to lea~1ne . 

I aaw aa.n, hundred• or h e people. I 

~tq. 

t coul. 

t re. 

e ucon-

1 h :too ch det&il about thai. It aerYea no te \-

teap't to p1otur OY r the :radio hlmdr da ot l i ttle 1 gl.rle --

wile are aalike uq other 11 title 71 ana 1'11 1n ~ othe.r ar'\ 

~ the .or14 - nlkln8 'lh lc• u ek1nrtT aa 1ttda - W1'th ua­
t•t .. lte111•• - faua ri h the linea ot ase creaaed 1nto he ak1D -

•lariaa, IN}gl , ~t7 e7ea - along 1n ca1~• .. :a r • 

....-~ ot \he 2'urkl pol1oe into apec1a1 ~n.1na • thlll 

1Jito hl•tlae. M one 'ra1D left h et t1 ac!'O a troa . 
1lc1ren o t of tlan 

, but ue• r an.J aoun 't 1.1ke 

• .... _.-otlon t ot little he&Pl• ana 10 la ., 

•'nllleL 



-

I a~:~ oont1d nt 
' 

t 1t ny p eople o,tor &n7 41reot or 

a1n•~ the 1ntere•t• . 
ot *he uaent1al. tre84oa d a ourlt7 ot huaan be1np, ooul.d ha•• 
1een. an4 ba&l'"d th .. e ll'ttle p o l e ooa1.ng bftok 1nto the aunab.1.ne of 

111'e, thq would re11raoe t h e1r et a and. cteTOte tbemael.Yel 100 the 

gr t md l1l)?r t 1ng oAuee ot tre~a. 

LatertJ on 117 wq baok t o the United Dtatee . atopplid ott 

1n Fal .. t1ne ftDd s aw a nuaber ot h eoe oh11.4ren 1n the oolcn1ee 

wli r e ~87 ware bot.q Dour1ahe and r oona~1tute4 to normal. :u.te. 

Alr d7 'thq loakecl tieal.'tey and opt111i11t1o, wer e beo0111Jlg a ar~ 

ot th o~1't7 and ga•• pt-oaiae ot 'beoomW tree4omo;lO'J'iDS o1t1aena 

ot ' h e world . -rbq had eame4 that risht. 

• did •• ~~&n&ge to reaG\Ie thee• people, an4 Jlb7 at 

11 a question :that ••• ut to •• - D\11111"0\18 peopl.e 1D ur.ke7, and 

when I would au44WllJ t1n4 Jq~Jelt alone 1n 'tb a1dat of a atranse . 
world, ap:Pl71n& the reaouroea ot our great GOYem ent t o bnng out 

nuelaea people whaa no Aaerloan had .-rer hurd ot and proba'bl.7 

n..-.. wlll, aoaet111ea I would aak th1a saae qu et1on ot Ill• lt. 

-.r 414 we go to reaoue thea? 

What 11 lh8l'e 1D 'he aa•un ot a people lUte ua - ~e 

arlo - Wb1oh 1n1 rea Ul to 

..,, • .&.• a •'"'eh ou' our bJIOad ar11 ot aeroJ aoroaa four,een 

••••llillew et aM u4 ~ to saYe human 11••• ~1; have no 



... 

ln anawer :to ~ 1u1 que t1ona, l •u abl to aq tilat ~. 
araat heart of the ~tr1can people ~· 14 no a and ope .ncni&b 

'o b .. , tor othere -- tbA' r oono m w1 th .Uf• and 11bert7 1.a 

not BO~ethlng that 1a o nflned ~o the bor ra of ata'8 or • 

nation, but that •• tho poo:nla Jmow ao a ow tnat at hap ena to 

ona ot ua atteot1 all ot a -- th.a~ t he pain or one 1.a tho auf t er­

lng of th other - ~ at 1t oae one eoul ~ a oaap 1r1 %JOaD•n1•tr1.a 

on tba Dnleetcr JU.-,;er 1.1 ••Ted tor trae4oa, ~e IWI total. of &eedoa 

1n th~t or.ld 11 Ju.t that auah IIOJ"e. 

And ao, 1n a U.ae whan the whola wor14 11 engu1t41cl 1n a 

con..-u.la1on - h en ~dne1s and a11 rJ had e"p' 'from 0 ~ an4 

Japan O'Y r aank1nd, the 1n~aatruot1ble lo.:e an4 qapa~. of 'tha 

Amer1oan people. a~rea•e4 1taalt sbJn lt waa nea4ad .oet, JbePt lt 

1J 8 netde4 oat, - NTlna pfOJ)la ILtJU" a1lea rrOJl 1 ,. area. 

I ~ v talked •1~ a lot ot aol4lera, a lot ot Aa 1oana -
" . 

•en an4 en - 1n .U1a, the 1ddle ancl ln Atrlo 1A 111 reo.nt 

t:raYala. t 1a 1ntereat1ng to re))9Cr.t t 1n no eaae 414 l bear on 

tail to rg 1n hla own wq •004 11••• Aaer1oa". ~~ t aa4 to be a 

•one - now 1 t' • pJ"Q'_.. l r tw-rae4 to *arioa •1 th a area••~ ap.. 

..,...la'lOA ot our a~l1ca1t7 an4 ~tnea• *N1 &11.-euraol.nl kln&-

.... N a people. • r aU7 oare ebou \ the other t ell.Ow. 

J had a letter one <\q 1n Arlk.&ra troa one of nur ill.l1tar:J 

Ja •l•h he took as 1igl tl7 t9 tuk tor Wba\ tu-n ... 0\1' o bl 

Ilia •_..tu•lnc ooanMte4 w1 th aoae oYerl.¥p1JIC of ao,1Y1\lel 

_. ~'101U ln ~. Balkan~. I had oocaalon t ••1 to 

., repl.7 that the dllta17 a o•po•e4 of oae '••1•• 
whele es1en\lal job 1• to klll the en_,. 117 orsan1&a -. 

, 



-
- ' -

In the llp't of the wl d p p ot ~. 0 a.a- of 1. 
o loU \4a t"a 'Yfl ll1.ll1on ~ tour, 

I k.nn "ti't the Oon nl. uld b tolerant - o.nd he &a. t .. , 

••1'7 thoulh' gave aa pau e . ~ fcot tl a~ a Gonrn t 1n war tlaa 

woulct eat up 81\1 aceno7 w1 th extraord1na17 r.o•era to .. v. p.opla 

••• ln ~'taelt a a18n1t1oant expreaa1on of Ut Aaer1oan people -

tha'C •eana you ! nd 1' ought to aerva •• a pr oadanl: 

In Bu ar1 ther ••• popul.atlon of aoae 46,000 -- Jewa 

and a1nor1,1ee o had oppo1ad the faao1at reglaea . e preYlOUI 

ul. tan Govormaent had pl.aoe4 on lta booka th ao-cal.1 
I 

lawa wh1o.~ hal\ euoeeded 1n aup r1&1ng thea 4&,000 people. • 

ttart to br~ aom ot them out ot Bulgarl.a b7 a:ll eortc of auna , 

•h1ch I hnll not 4eaor1be here. t then 1t eeemed to 11e that 1t 
' 

would be batt r &nd w1a r pol1or to eave theee •&, 000 people w1th1n 

ulgar1 than to vrenoh th• trom their own oount17 1nto a etrange 

l.and. 'l ugh the au~~p1oea ot our Gove:rn.IRent we •ere able to 1n4u.oe 

tho then Bul ar1an Govomaent 'o oonYoke arllament 1n a epeo1al 

••••1on to annul thoee lawa and })Ut those people baCk on t le1r feet 

&a ••lt- reepeotlng and aelt-aupport1.ng o1t1&ena . Th1a h.aa b en done . 

Olen i'urkey broke,~ ort d1pl011at1o rela.tlon! w1 th G ra&nJ latt 

Aq1wt, there wer., caucht , eapeolal~ 1n Ietanbul, bWldnda of ant1-

U 1lba had tle4 tro• Ge 8117 An4 llho were 1n 4¥aer ot belna 

........ •o o.....,.,. 1lan7 ot theae eopl1 caae to 111 oftloe ln \he 

--~.Lean Oon•ulata 1n I•*an'bW. tor r•tuc• . fbe;r •antM aeour1 'J an4 

t ••• gJ'at1f11ng to •• waa that thea• pMpll -

who oppo1*1 th aa1 J'IIUll - oaae t.o the 

.... ., ,_ help. l: questioned a nwaber ot Shea and a1kMl 

- "-re 1JUit~ta4 of ~ other a111lol\•"' - an4 their 

lhePe el1e lhoUlcl We P' lou &N a frH people and 7R 

••••• .... , tJteel• ••an• 'o an 1n41T141lal .,-• ~ • aDJ o~er 

t •••_. to apr••• the ••••nt141 va4l,len of .Uerloa 

... ..., . .. .... , l ha4 .... h..r4. 



-

rhe orld knowa thnt 

and U hould n Yen- tor t 1 t -- not to:r 

not tor' alnut , tor h loeeon ot 

8 

4a7, not lor an hour, 

nt\ t'be l•••on 

ot tl a holo war should t Oh us t t tr e~o 1 aoneth~ng •• 

• at 1'1sh' tor OTcrr IUrrut . o 't e1t on 1t. o aan•t take 

it lor (l':'IIJ'lt.jd, or lfO ill lool:. around nnd ~tuddenlr 'f1nd thnt 1.t 

h a on . !'lui f1CJit for treedoJ'1 18 now go1ns on 1n the ba'ttl&o-

1'1 l da o'f &ur e Md on tho P o1t'to telande . !'he a • t\sbt tor 

1'reedo 1 CO!'lt~nuil'lg r ng th 11 ttle people Of h m>rl.d - 1:h 

truly tornotten poople ho wer loot on tho way. II r they ver 

on tb ro tt 1don with tho1r tew belonsiil&s. tht.t1r h lt>lea•n••• 

n4 th ir hopol nnlleos, nn~ ol • oano 11 tr1ond and gav~ th 1d, 

cru·ricd th~ do u the ro a, noroaa the wateJ•t •t the Dl ok ea 

nnd tho Bo phorun 1nto s t:ety . !!Jo trlend ~:1• )'t)U 

end :kindly o>le ot tho Un1tCI! Gtntes ot eric • It 111 not 

be torgott n b.r those w.ho wer r scued. or 1t la tcho6 tn their . 
n end Y' n on their honrt • And for it, th h rt of r1oa 

11 r ater and 'h people ot Amerioa are richer with 

ot happi ness . 

tull r IU 11 



TO llr . Pehle 

I 

EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 

WAR REFUGEE BOARD 

INTER-OFFICE COMMUNICATION 

FROM Jir • Hirschmann 

I know it isn't necessar.y, but I cannot resist the 
temptation of writing to tell you again bow lllUch I have 
been inspired b.Y the assignment you gave me and the satis­
faction I derived from working with you and your associates. 
I should be grateful i:f' you would care to pass this note 
on to those who were so ld.Jld in their cooperation with 1118 , 

so that they ma,y know of my apprecia.tion. Perhaps at same 
time 1n the future I may be in a position to reciprocate 
aJJ. your friendliness and wxlerst anding support . 

··---------... ------··-~--UU YIWIIIIIJW ~ a&UWIW WCM1p w &UU&NW &IIWMO& UAIW &CC 
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SEP 14 !!* 

Dear r. ltt , 
111e~JW&1~· for ~ou lro:A Ira inc 

t'l'i<*l tecat1Qil la ADDA wodef dat• 

nths addit.io l l :v 

•uu ... ator .... ••osa•te occur to 4elal or 
buta II¥ a.parture, l\ aow appear~ U.ll'llble \bat 
1 r~n btre for .atW tov \0 tilt..-. 8114 v 
~t U.. I llhftll 1te Qle ~ u\ll'lllU wbi\W a 
WW\e ,...,.., tor peNS.aaioa \o nt;on ca be 
_..of~. 

"'t ,. ~ ...... ,., ,, ..... prmo­
..Wllle wUl .,, .-t.l.7 Uoaal'.-1.,. JW.• ....... • 

/ 

,., tNl7 JW" I 

fl!eedJ l. I. Fehlt 



.DEPARTMENT 
OF 

STATE 

': C- 662 

I INCOMING 
TELEGRAM 

/ 
An< rn 

DIVISION OF 
COMMUNICATIONS 

AND RECORDS 

-Thi3 tclc~rnr ust be 
pnr~phrased before bcinr 
comnunlc~tcd to ~nyone • 
oth e1• thnn a Go·; ernment 

Dated Scptcn:l;..cr a: 19~·-

n~Ency . ) 

Secretary of Stotc , 

','/e>shlnr-ton 

169., s ... rtc:~bcr 8 , 3 p •• 
:zl.. 

FROii HIRSCaiL\N1' ':'0 F:HL_ , .nB , 'o- .r •. 'i::S sr.:c 
I 

BLOO"f !rGD .. L.: BHOTHEh3 , 59th nd L:i..Il CT""''' AV ::nuE, 

.'£'! YOR1: CITY • 

•. nl~ r~ n"~ . ~ .,1 • 

.• lthou ·h thE Blocni dnle: bonrd E:lcro:.Jsly 

~r ntcd me on ncditlon~l si~ m nths lE' ~ , s yuu 

kn VI I hrd hopr:d to b_ nble to CN'clu<:.E ruurn to 

Uc•.t York wi t'1 thr ee r.lonths o1' the tinE 0f ':"'JY 

l ast de:partur e: . 'rhe re:ce:nt dr.ve:lcp:.!e:nts hEl'E hnvE 
/ 

be:e:n such th"lt ... mbasw1d , Str:inh"rdt nd I EEn it 

dcs i r 1bl E for ME to rEM"\ in ln tld s urCL\ to mo.ltE 

EX lor ntions und to tnl:E r,tq a e:ls E\·hcrc J.n ordEr 

t c r.lflct£ ry n si~nncnt . 

I t n s EEms thnt unlEss somE unf rE EEn 

dEVEloptlEnt OCC'Ul' S to r\CCElEr D.tE or dEl 'J dc""·rt rE 

it v•ill ........... 
l'or securjt r 
tert of t iJ. • . 
be eJ o ... "'J.v 

f 
' 

, . 
St 

Dl R. .H. 



pAB1ME.N1 
oF 

c:,; A1E • 
I 

- 2 -

\NCOM\NG ~ ,: 
1t.LEGRAM \ 

Q\V\S\Ot Of 
COMMUNICA110t 5 

AND RECOR DS 

-..,. 
t . .. • , ... r r 

it \·:ill bE dEsir-blc f'or :n;: to r£ .=-in 'lErE ~our 

to six \'lEEks lo11:;:r by \:hich t:.:-·~ ! c'!"'culd 'me;·; 

whEthEr I er-n clcf'initEly rEquEst : ·:rcshin t n 

pErmiasion to rrturn . I sincErEly tru<J t t "t t'"is 

chrn:r in m: proposE~ schEdUlE ill net in "ny ~oy 

sEr1ously inconvEniencE ycu . RE~&rds . 

ST _nrri..Rrll' 

l.9U 



DEPARTMENT ; · INCOMING \ ' OF DIVISION OF 

STATE TELEGRAM COMMUNICATIONS 
AND RECOR DS 
.I 

EOC- 602 PLAIN ~'~~~ 
.bnkor o 

Da tEd JunE 1? , _ 194~~ 

REc 1 d 5 : 47 p . m. lOth 

-
SEcrEtary of S~otE , 

i'lashington. 

1997, SEVEntEEnth 

JIIN l !l ~M 
DIV15JON OF 

CIJMMU•ur ~ f•S & ll£COilD .. .. ·-- ---~....;:_:,~ 

Hirschmann arrivEd f.nknr a today . 

\'Jar :1EfugrE Board a nd f'nmi l y . 

PlEas E inform 

.. lTD 

I.JfS 

STEINHt.nDT 

~c~~~~. 

"\\V'. !. '(( ~ 

·- -~ -~ ·~· ....... not for a sea .. ·• .......... ___ w_ 
.... 1lat 6.-- -I .... AftGIIe of escarvo -

IUC touu and complete helpless buma.';' a ?'azy world which sent ships with 
.L__ .. • . beinsl to founder nth,.,. •'--- • __ 

4 



• 
DEPARTMENT 

OF 1 OUTGOING 
TELEGRAM 

OIVISIOt. 0 
COMMUNICAT 0 

AND RECORDS STATE 

•. - 1 ... ·:.:. -\l- - .,., ... 't ... ·-
~~1~ ~~- by ~vtcial 
arrangEocnt. U ) 

·OPY r 
JUN l 519~ I 

~·-... • RCS 

~9 oabl• be lo.r 1a WIU3 no. el. a.n4: 1• ~l'Oa Peble 

tor tbe Aabaaeador. 

b • h t Ankara Palaoe ReaerYat1oa ot roo. and •• • 

t or Hlraobllann whe» l ett t or Ukara .June 11 would 

be appreo1ated. 

/ 
' 

s/cn 

HUU.. ,_ .,.. . ) 
I. •· • • 

DECLA~STFI'lm 
State Dept. l.cttcr, 1·11-72 

B7 & H. Parka DCtro S EP 2, 1 197'l 

- --..... ... --.... - ·-- -- J ii.l--rllntlry, DOt for a status avenue of escape, a crazy world which sent ships with 
~klri!l. bat lor total and complete helpless human beings to founder rather than let 

them disembark on any of ia vast shores, a barbarous 



Jun~ 9, 1'144 

--
CABL TO AllnR.l 

1la&•• dellftr the !oll~ meeea • to Ambuaa~ar St.e1r..bl\ dt, Ankara, 
rna J . • P.hle. 

atr•ct.ann le!t l'or Ankara J\mll U.. You.ld appnoi.&te reeerTati.on ot 

roo. aDd beth at Ank&.ra Pilla.ce • 

••••••••••••• 
Jue 13e 1M& 
3110 p . .. 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

t.I:JJORM.DUU 

TO: tlli. PEH .E 

r ROM : .lt • .uUt.llt 

l am her 'ith att.achin 6 

'tUG J.otter for Irn Hirschl:luun. 



I 
I 726 



- /) 1/ t .v 

J. V. Peble 

A\\aolaK 11 \be propoee4 le\\er wb1U we 
41••u.••.C. I\ vou.l4 be ••r1 helptu.l \o \be 
work of toe War Retu.c•• Boarcl 1t Rir•ebaaoa 
oou.l4 oar1"7 •~h a le\\er baok w1\b bia \o 
Allkara. 

llhlale &lhh 6/8/44 



June 1, 1944 ~ 

WU9 NL 

COLUMBUS OHIO JUN 6 1944 

JOHN H PEHLE \944 JUN 7 ~ 8 30 

WAR REFUGEE BOARD TREASURY BLDG 

IF YOU CONSIDER MY DEPARTURE SUNDAY IMPERATIVE I SHALL DO SO BU 

MY EXPERIENCE HAS BEEN THAT ONCE TWO PRIORITY IS ASSIGNED 

SCHEDULES CAN BE FLEXIBLE WITHOUT IMPAIRMENT OF STATUS I AM 

REQUESTING TWO DAYS ADDITIONAL RESPITE, DUE TO BEING CAUGHT OFF 

BALANCE IN COLUMBUS AND ILLNESS OF UY WIFE I ARRIVE IN WORTHINGTON 

II MII.X WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON AND WILL SEE YOU AT ONCE MEANWHILE 

I SHALL AP,RECIATE EXPLORATION OF POSSIBILITY THIS SLIGHT DELAY 

PROVIDED NO PENALTY IS INVOLVED ALSO LETTERS ABOUT WHICH I SPOKE 

AND WROTE TO YOU Ia REGARDS 

IRA HIRSCHUA,. 

828 All -'UN T • 
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BLOO ltfT NGD.ALE' S 

?2 

£XECUliVt OFfiCI:S 

June l , 1944 

L!'r . John \, . Pehle 
\,ar ?efugee Board 
Tr~Asury Building 
1.ashin "rton 25 , D. C . 

Dear John : 

I at1 planning to >-e in •ashingt on next 
Thurqiay and rridny, J une 8th and 9th , 
at ~hich time I hope to cl ear up a number 
o~ last- minute arrang~ments before pr~­
Daring to l er.ve . 

lRh : r et 

Cordi a lly your~ 

11 
i' 

I lii...---
{../ 

I . • • H11··~ohmann 
I 

726 

tO f .._ ~5- h.rv-t-, r ~ 
I ~ 

~c~ ~ -vr-

--~--·- ~ , -
DOt for alavery, not for a 1catw avenue of escape, a crazy world which Rnt ships with 

bat for roral and complete helpless human beings to founder rather than let 
them disembark on any of ia vast shores. a bubarous 



T H E UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE 

WASHINGTON 

June 1, 191..'. 

Detu• John : 

At$ re.Juested in your memor.mdum of r.!lly JO, I hllve 

been happy to nddres~ A letter to ilr . James S . Schoff, 

Presioent of Bloo~dale Brothers, relative to Mr. Ira 

HirschCltlnn . I enclose a cow of this letter for your 

.files. 

With best wishes, 

Sincere~ yours, 

Ehc . 
To Hr. James S. Schoff, 
J\mo 11 19~ 

tr • John Yr. Pehle, 
EXecutive Director, 

War Ref~ee Board 1 
Treusury Depnrtment, 

Washington, D. C. 

It -~ ' . :.. ""' ~·.;. _:~P , -·-~---- ; 

for alavery, nOt for a acatuJ avenue of eac:ape, a crazy world whkh tent ahips wirh ." . "/ ~\-/,. ;ur 
"' f <* t I II •J • bat for toral and complete helplaa human beiop ro founder rather than ler 

.. 



- - • .. n 11 

STETTINIUS, JR. 

s 

\ 
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lfEMO P. ANDUU ----------
MAY 3 0 1944 

Froo: Kr. PGhla 

In addit.ion to be1n& a &racioua &aeturo it would 

-.ooth the way considorab~ f or Ira Biracl'e.arul'at BloOIID.ngdala r. 
1t :rou cou1d eenu thou a note o! appreciation alo1)8 the linea of 

the at tached. The lett.er coul.d bo cead at a general ••tin&. 
could do no bam, and 111gbt do acae &ood. I hopo 1 t can 'be 

arranged. 
(ltp .. ) J.l. hiUA 

~~ ·.;. ....... 
• •·'•.&! 



ICE 01 

SCHMANN 

ay 15, 1944 -----

DrtAF"l' 

near 1tr. fiehotf: 

3 Month 

I should llko to take thia opporturu. t,y to expreea to 

tho board 04 diroctoro of Bloaaincdale•e tho appreciation of tbia 

Department for the friendly spirit of cooporation which baa been 

evidebced in grant.ing leave to lr. Ira A. Uirschaann to Ollllb1o 

hila to aeei.lt w1 th the work of the War Refugee Board in Turkey 

and the Hear t.aat. The very eubstantlal aoc<Xtpllshmonta which 

lllr. R1rscluam•s efforts havo made posaiblo to date givo us good 

reason to expect even groatsr achievements upon his return to 

Ankara in tho near future . 

Yours vory truly, 

Edward R. Stettiniu~ Jr. 
Under Secretary of State 

... J-• a. Schott, President 
•oam.D&dale Jrotbere, Inc. 
~ Aft11118 am 59th streot 
.. twk, ... York 

3 
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ICE 0~ 

SCHMANN 

ay 15, 1944 

Llr . I.L!. Weinstein 
War Refugee Board 
Trea sury Building 
W:lshington 2 5, D.C. 

Dea r Mr . Weinstein : 

l1r . Hirschmann woul d like .... to 
have an article in t he Jewish 
Frontier and suggested that 
I write you a letter and 
inquire whether you can 
arrange it. 

Sincer ely 

~2:-~ 
ret:ama 

Secretary to ~ 
I. A. H1r schmann 

_/J l ~b 

W. R. 8._ 
Filing Au_t_h-or,-lt ___ _ 
Tn· l:il~- g 

J. ~ 

3 Month 
-s from Nazi-occupied Euro 
f Hitler's massacres. Standi 
:ory, of humanity and of G( 
1e Archbishop of Caoterbucy 
d, because ic has allowed E 
and months to pass in compl 
ttory" conferences and in h 
Nill be found guilty of com 
:ne in the histo. y of modern 

THE LA.sT s· \ND 

ZYGELBOJM, a leader c 
1 socialists and a member 
:onal Council, committed s1 
ing to the P.M. corresponde 
elf "out of chagrin." Jaczyl 
he Polish underground rr 
' reach London. He carrie1 
from the remaining Jews . 
ore leaving Warsaw, JaCZJ 
stili surviving Jews in the 
:~.broad won't be inceresce9 
g you will begin telling 
the Jews in Poland, but 
1 tO halt the narrative so 
: is a difference which can 
go on lunching at the t 

·e restaurant. So they ca~ 
pening in Poland." 
less, the Jews of Warsa~ 
1ey bade Zygelbojm to 
o to the American Emba 
Office and scay until d1 
should go on a hunger sl 
the message. Ir was no~ 

... Jews still alive in PolaJ 
JWi& a purely Jewish one. Unlik~ the pre-war hand that everybody would keep o 
years, the Jews today, thank Heaven, have comrades the massacre went on. Zygclbojm 
in misery. One hundred and twenty million Euro- Jews in London were indecorous 
peaos, said Eden, would like to escape Europe if they rass the representatives of the grc 
only could. unseemly demonstr:uions. No one 

Once the problem is posed in this way it becomes dramatic" hunger strikes. The fa: 
dear that nothing substantial could be done to solve were not neglected. And the Be 
it except win the war and liberate the continent. It: washed its hands of blood among t 

would seem to be superfluous to show that this spur· Easter lilies. So Zygelbojm took 
iDaa is based on the false premile that exist further in this well.bred wor 

I*IIDJeED of the] _ew_.__s_o_!_~ _,_E~uro"'-'.,__Pf_IS_· _rea--L.._ll_,y ,___id_ena_.._._· cal_;• __ lo_,nse,._r_.feelu.. • horror, or indignation, 



l 
)U'NB, 19 I) 

-!" 
W. R. B. 
Fi!tng Au-t-ho-r;-it_v __ 
r,. t:il~-

3 

Comments of the Month 

AFTFR BERMLDA 

JF ANY hopes were yet entertained as co rhe out-
come of the Bermuda Conference--what with che 

st-crcq• in which ics decisions luvc been veiled, pur­
portedly for reasons of military security-they have 
been completely shattered by chc May 19th debate 
on the refug<.'C problem in the Bmish House , Com­
mons. uprnin Osbert Peake, Undcrsecretar 1f the 
Home Office and one of the Bmish delegate: , Ber­
muda, had nothing to add to the scaremenc 1 ted ac 

the condusion of che conference and sought l parry 
the sharp criticism of the House members by reitcr­
aung che by now fam1fiar excuses and by relacing 
Dnwn·s past efforts m behalf of refugees. At the 
conclusion of che dcbnte Anthony Eden himself 
declared that "though the Government is fuJly sensi­
ove to the seriousness of cbe position of the refu­
gees," ic feared chat not much could be done for 
them at this time. 

Bur it is this professed sensitiveness which is very 
much in question. Was there really nothing that 
could be done? Even if negociations with Germany 

are to be ruled out, could nor something be done 
about cbe Jews in the satellite countries, p:micularly 
in the Balkans? At chis very time some 80,000 in 

Bulgaria are facing expulsion which is cancamounc 

co eventual extermination. Could nor an effort 

have been made ro remove these people co Palestine? 

That they could be cakeo ouc is noc beyond the 

realm of possibility, and that an overland route, via 

neutral Turkey, is available--rhus eliminating the 

need of ships altogether-must be well known co the 

governmenral authorities. 

But instead of making any effort in this direction, 

the British Government spokesmen chose to offer 

the J ews a dubious consolation : the problem is no 

longer a purely Jewish one. Unlike che pre-war 

years, the J ews today, thank Heaven, have comrades 

in misery. One h undred and cwenry million Euro­

peans, said Eden, would l ike to escape Europe if they 

only could. 
Once the problem is posed in this way it becomes 

dear chat nothing substantial could be done ro solve 

it except win the war and JilJerate t he conrinem. lr 

would seem to be superfluous to sho w chat this spur­

ious argumentation is based on the false premise chat 

che problem of the Jews of Europe is really identical 

with that of the other inhabitan ts o f the Nni­

oa:apied cououies. It has been proven repeatedly, 

bar appe.rendy to no effect, that it is the J ews, and 

rhe Jews alone, who have been m arked by Hider 

• for subjugation, not for slavery, not for a statuS 

#JI,..,.aenr inferiority, but for rota! and complete 

iMnwalua 

Rcporcs from Nazi-<>ecup1ed Europe conunue 
the ralc of Hitler's massacres. Standmg ·· at che 
bar of h1story, of humanity and of God,"-in the 
words of che Archbishop of Canterbury-the demo­
cratic world, because it bas allowed precious days 
ned weeks and months to pass in complete passivity, 
m ··exploratory" conferences and in hi.t~h·sound.ing 

apologies, will be found pujlry of complicity in che 
greatest crime in che histo. y of modern civiltzacion. 

T nE LAsT s· \ND 

C...1 ZMUL ZYGELBOJ.M., a lc:ader of the Polish­
~ Jewish socialises and a member of Sikorskfs 
Polish Naoonal Council, committed suicide on May 
12. According co the P.i\1.. correspondent, Zygelbojm 
killed himself ··ouc of chagrin." Jacqnski, a Gentile 
leader of the Polish underground movement, had 
managed co reach London. He carried a message to 

Zygclbojm from the remaining Jews in the Warsaw 
ghetto. Before leaving Warsaw, Jaczynski had been 
cold by the still surviving Jews in the ghetto: "'Jew­

ish leaders abroad won't be interested. At eleven 10 

the morning you will begin ceiling them about che 

anguish of the Jews in Poland, but at 1 p.m. they 
will ask you to halt the narracive so they can have 
lunch. That is a difference which cannot be bridged. 

They will go on lunching ac the regular hour at 

their bvorice restaurom. So they cannot understand 

what is happening in Poland." 

Nevertheless, the Jews of Warsaw had sent a last 

message. They bade Zygelbojm to urge the Jews of 

London ro go to the American Embassy and the Brit­

ish Foreign Office and stay until driven out. If ar­

rested, they should go on a hunger strike until death. 

That was the message. I t was not sent with much 

hope. T he Jews still alive in Poland knew before­

hand char everybody would keep on lunching, while 

the massacre went on. Zygelbojm knew it roo. No 

Jews in London were indecorous enough co embar­

rass the representatives of the great dem-xracies by 

unseemly demonstr.ttions. No one went on "melo­

dramatic" hunger strikes. The favorite resrnuranrs 

were not neglected. And the Bermuda Conference 

washed its hands of blood among the perfume o f the 

Ensrer lilies. So Zygelbojm rook poison, unable co 
exist further in chis well-bred world which could no 

longer feel horror, o r indignation, or sympathy. 

Zygelbojm understood that he Jived in an unreal 

world in which he had no part, a world which played 

an elaborate hocus-pocus game of conferences, and 

resolutions and declararions while it blocked every 

aven ue of escape, a crazy world which sent ships with 

helpless h uman beings to founder rather than lee 

them disembark o n any of its vast shores, a barbarous 
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world ~ hich could find no room in any o( itS huge 
turuones lor the.- annoccnt lleetng from slaughter, an 
C\ rl world v. hrch murdered or srJc.-nrly compirt-d in 
murder 

Z}'gc:lbotm ha~ to 1~-avc d1e gnmacing ilhr\ron of 
·• crvrlrztil world 10 whKh the convcntiom of human 
ny prevnrkJ. There v.as a real world from whrch he 
had shorlly mme anJ to whrch he was allied, rhc 

grr~ world of me phcttO where the :us:usrn ragetl, 
g.wmg and chokrng cffiCJenlly. syscemaucally so 
many thou~o~nds per day. Zygelbotm could noc dr· 
' ·ore<' hunst'lf from that real ity; he could not make 
has pc-.1CI.: \l.rth d1c gl osdy \I. Odd of occasional 
SJX'Cches, avcm:d face;~ and clost-d doon. He be­
lon~'Cd wrrh the: 1~:ad and tho~ nhout to die. He 
belonged with tho>~: who knocked ar tl1e ,qare, crying, 
"Grve sancruary," not wrrh mo~ who, while pretend­
Ing not to hear, rose :tnd turned the key more securely 
in rhe lock. 

Adam Clcrniakow, the mayor of the Wars:tw 
ghcrro, krlled hrmsdf, Z)·gelt>OJm killed himself. 
.And people whose app..:crres are good, whose nigbtJ 
11re calm, protcsr: "They should have kept on fight­

ing." Thefl• arc suicrdc dives with a bomber on 
the deck of an enemy barneship. The pilot perishes 
but he is acclarmed a hero. De:lths like Zygelbojm's 

nrc suicide dives upon rhe hardened conscience of me 
wo rld. Perhaps the srcel will be shattered; perhaps 

the imagination will be stirred 

The Jews 10 the \\7arsaw g hetto recciv<:d no an· 

swcr ro their call; no one was t:~crless enoug h to be· 

siege che embassies of the allied nations, as rh e per· 

ishrng 10 rhcrr simplrciry had begged, nor drd any one 

sr.trve hrmself to dcuch as a futile gesrurc. Everyone 

behaved wrrh admirable reason and rcsrrainr. rf 
Zygelbojm had nor k illed himself, few would so 

much as have kno\\ n o f the strange request which 

issued from the thirty thousand J ews who we re all 

char remained of rhe hundreds of thousands once 
shut up in the W arsaw g hetto. 

Bur something g lon ous happened in the W arsaw 

ghwo which Zyge!bojm did nor live ro witness. T he 

thirty thousand made a lase stand. T hey did no t let 

themselves be lal to slaugh ter. T hey knew what 

face awaited them, and Ul<:y died fig hting . W e do 

nor know the deWis of chat fierce and ho peless 

lttuB&Ie, foredoomal from the beginning; we only 

know that the German murderers had co bring up 

canb and artillery before chcy could complete their 

c:amase. The Jews, furn ished with arms sm uggled 

co them by the Polish underg round, fo ught fiercely­
mao, woman and child-barricadsng themselves in 

their houses. According co informacio n from the 

Polish pemment, nearly a chousanJ Na1is were 

killed or wounded befo rt' the lase of Warsaw J ewry 

Wll murdered. 
A hemic. 10mber battle in which the vietory is 

IIIIIIJ DIG cbe chDJSwho completed their planned 

'l"be Warsaw gheno hu been "liqui-

f iling Auihontv­
To: Flies 

-/ Ans._:;-...,<"'<~--­
J-No. lfns. Req, _y~ 

js;'llrlSII f'llONTUlR 

daroo:· I.cadcr" of Polish Jewry arc d~ by their 
own h;and And the 9o·orld wh•c.h l<lO~J on passrvdy 

15, rn '" w.ty, dead roo. 
' f ilE A 1ERIC \ N J EWISll CO!'JI•hrthNCH 

; 

I F ANYTHING u requrrc.-d ro pornc up the: crucial 
stgnrficance of rhe forthcoming Amcrrcnn Jewrsh 

Conference, ir is some of rhe drspafchcs that have 
been recently gracrng rhc publrc preu. Commtr· 
mcnrs as ro the c.haraner of the post·v..H world arc: 

in me prcx.ess of bc:rng made bv tho~ rn a ro•mon tO 
do so, ami one i5 aware of concerted :mcmpts to 
shape rublrc orimon along prc.-dctermincd lrncs. The 
Sulzbc.rJ•cr .rrticl~ 10 the Ne11 )·,,,~> Trmts rn regard 
to me Ncar East are a cue 10 po10t The constant 
cmphnm of the wmer, ac ~very opporrune and inop­

portune moment, on the hostrlrry of all Arabs, be 
they in Iraq o.r Morocco, to Zronism, has only one 
purpose: to prepare rhc pubhc. m10d for a scU-out of 

Ziontsm on the spunous grounds char an attempt to 
fulfill the pledge of the Balfour Declaration would 
cndangtr the war cllorr. This rs a theme song which 
is being chanted wHh rncrc:urng rnsistencc 

An even plainer analysis of what the furure may 

hold for rhc Jewish people is tO be found In ll report 
from Jerusalem (New York T 11ne.r, May 2·1). The 
Tin~J correspondent has this tO say about the state 

of mind in Palestine: 
"Zionism today faces irs most acute and ba.ffirng 

deadlock srnce the contemporary polmcal Zionisr 

movement began fifry years ago. The recent Anglo­

American Conference on Refugees, held m Bermuda, 

brought nbout chat deadlock. 
"The Dermuda conference had been widely hailed 

ns a golden opporruniry, l ikely to bring a la.rge.scale 

refugees' settlement in Palestine within bounds of 

practical possibililies. But it speedily became evi­

dent that chis was not feasrble, owing co the British 

Government's special political reserv:~eions regard­

ing further J ewish immigration into che Holy Lnnd. 

"Undoubtedly Palcsrine Jewry, too, has been bit­

terly d isappointed by the ouccome o f the Bermuda 

conference. It is stateJ amo ng Jews here, fi rst, chat 

rhe recommendations by American nnd British dele­

gates as fi nally adopted by chose governmentS were 

likely co be of insufficient scope to provide for the 

rescue of a ny large number of the hundreds o f chou­

sands of European Jews still surviving the Na7i 

holocaust. Second, they foresee char P alestine "sll 

have only a minor place amo ng practscal r~ttle­

menr considerations owing co the British Govern­

ment's obviously unalterable decision to adhere to irs 

W hire Paper o f May, 1939, under whiCh k-ss rh:an 

30,0 00 additiont~l Jewish immi~nrs would be nd· 

mined tO Palestine by the end of March , 19 14." 
T he writer goes o n co ndd char rhe Arabs, pre­

viously sceptical in regard to the Whate Paper, h ave 

d rawn new fairh as a result of the Bermuda Confer­

ence, and are pressing for " local independence" as a 

prelude to joining an Arab Federation. 
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W. R. B._ 
Fi lin !I_ Aut_'h_o_r,_i t_y __ _ 
To: F1/es 

[X[CUTIIIE 0Fr1CtS 

Lr. John \, . Pehle 
• ar F efugee Board 
Trea s•try Building 
\~ashi~·ton 25, D. C • 

.Jear John : 

~l!W YORK 

22 

Hay 11, 1944 

~Ana. ~..oc+<~---
/ fl~ .A7ts. Req. _y= 
' lnwa/ 

Dute -----

I an enclosing a paraphrased cony of a t elegram 
t o the Secretary of State from Ambassador 
Steinhardt r egarding my proposed r eturn to Turrey; 
:: orr. sume you alrE">ady have t bis . J..s I i ndice ted 
to you last week when \'le met I suspected t hp t 
Steinhardt was of the opinion clearl y indica ted 
in the enclosed t elegrac . From the point of view 
of the .er Refugee Boa rd' s program and cy ability 
to funct ion in Turkey, I believe it essential 
that t h is matter be cleRred with Steinhardt either 
throu~h you, or the Secretary of the Tre&sury , 
or the Secretary of State, befor~ any further 
plans are considered. Prom our telephone conversa­
tion today I understood that you woul d somehow 
clear the mat ter. 

hSide from the abov e , I wish to confirm to you 
our arrangement under which roy comr any i s wi lling 
to ·rant Me t l,OOO. a rnonth duri ng my leave of 
absence for the '·ar Refur ee Boerd for a period 
of three months, and not to exceed six nonths • 
.ns I understand it, the 1. nr Refugee Boerd will 
n~v me \l , BOO. a nonth i n addit~on to the above 
for the same oer1od, wh ich I \Vill require in 
addition to my expenses . 

It i~ also P.Ssential that I have a definite 
commitment assur·ng ny return within trree months 



• Pen e 
19~4 

o~ oy d~partur~ unlAsE • ·h 
stay not ·-o exc~ed thr - ~. ~n consent to a :'ur;;be-:­
pr~dlcated on the neede~fconths additional, 
as I und~retand it . ou the assl~ncent, ~ic~ 
J..s u.attel•s no, stan~ I "fill l~ave ~o cy Judr::nent . 
without assur ancP- or' tricann~ undertake tl.e o;rlt'l 

· - s rewurn as ol~ ed. 

~0 let me hear th~t this is satisfactory . 

~Ydheelth is a 1 ittle on the rag·ed side and 
; no not_ ant to leave for BUch a trip and asslgn­
U~tflb~~icapoec by :llness or a run- down cond~tlon . 

et clear wi~.h my doctor I will not l eave . 
Otherwise I can plan to depart in the early part 
o~ June i f that 1B satisfactory wltc you. 

It may be not unwise now to begin work on the 
t!!inga t hat I will require, that is, the diplo­
matic pasepo t, priority 11 2 , telegram to 
Steinhardt , etc. You will know best about this . 

I expect to come to ~ashington a numuer of days 
befor e I l eave to work out plans and clear up 
some t hings with you and the boys . I am sure yoq 
will agree that that is essential. 

1/1 th warm perRonal regards , I am 

Cordially yours 

ia.h:ret 

P . S . I hooe you haven ' t forgotten our l i ttle 
talk about the President~ Perhaps the 
Secr('!tary of the Treasury \VOuld be 
inter s t cd in arranging thi s even if lt 
\'lere a brief moment . I think you will 
under a tnnd that 1 t would 1 1 ve me a lot 
more backing in some of the t hings I hope 
to do and places I hope to be able to 
break t}'lrongh just to be able to say that 
on my retw•n f spoke and 11 r eported" also 
to the PrPs1dent . 



,.,. .... . - ·~ ~ u ;J 

of Stste Department 
~4 

I <~l'>Ollld anpr,.~Ziate your tn f ormtnr I ra !-lirs ch::umn that 
hi~ familiarity nit h c onditions 1n ~urkey makes 1t 
preferab l e , ln ny on l nton , tor hiM to rena \n tn intimate 
association ~1 th the Har RP-f ltcree Board in \:a eh l n~rton , 
i nRtead of returnlnr- t o nurY. Py at this tlne, esneciall:r 
since I shall probar ly arrive l n a eh · np.ton ln June . 

I think it des1rable,however , t he t a repreRenta t lve of 
th~ War Refugee Boerd b e sent to An~ara es soon aA 
noss1ble to look after t he man•r det ai1.s which arleE' every 
da:,• regardinr '"ar refugee matt'ers . I have had t o 
handle these pers onally since he left . This funct ion 
could readily be discharged by any young rtan or "'oman 
of li~lted administrative abili ty . I sh all b e glad t o 
talk over the queAtion of hie r etur n to Turkey wi t h 
Hirschmann when I arrive 1n Wa s hington . 

ret 
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• HIRSCHMANN 

- 11~ 1944 

a.rJNt 

., d1 -- - the epMOh you pr .pa.r$11 
t• \be ..... llld.,_.it:y i nner t or the 
~·~luncheon. It .... ad­
ft.-'>le, It ••• • tMt you lliake 1 t cleaJ> that ,.. .. ., .. w., • a priftbroltiull amL. 
eft .... r -.us.. int~ 

3t • 
I ~ AI •• d tiC hearing trCJ~rt 7(1U. on 

the .,... • "- Wl7 BOOI\e "' 

*"• Ira A.~·· 

~·· lfilr Jwt, l~k 

lllalHan 

n tb 

• • 
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fl. W. Pehle 

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

WAR REFUGEE BOARD 

OFFICE(}: 

· HIRSCHMANN 

cLE'S 

May 9 > 1944 . 

1at your Board aP­
Palestine Light­

, May 16th. 

same speech that 
I sent down t o you for the i ll- fat ed Hebre~~ 
Univ ersity di nner. Will you r eturn it to 
me wi th your authorizat i on and emendat i ons . 

You wi ll hear from me definitely on the 
ma jor matt er within a few days . 

Cordially yours, 

I . A. Hirschmann• 
i ah : lg 



HIRSCHMANN 

BLOOMTNGDALE' S 
NE'' YORJC 

~r . John J . Pehle , 
~ar Refugee Board, 
Tre~sury Building, 
washington 25, n. c. 
Dear John, 

May 9, 1944 . 

~r . Weinstein tells me th~t your Board aP­
proved my speaking a t the Palestine Light­
house luncheon on Tuesday , ~ay 16th. 

I should like to use the same spee ch that 
I sent down to you for the i ll- fat ed Hebre~~ 
University di nner . Will you r etur n i t to 
me ~ith your authorizat i on and emendat i ons . 

You wi ll hear from me definitely on the 
major matter rithin a f ew days. 

Cordiall)' yours, 

I. A. Hirschmann· 

1ah: lg 
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!1ay 10 , 1944 

I 
Mr. I. U. Weinstein 
War Refugee Board 
Treasury Building 
Hashington 25, D. c. 
Deal" Pete : 

I think youjdid a swell job with 
Dorothy Tho~pson. Perhaps you will 
be intere sted in the enclosed. 

Cordially yours 

u4-; 
I. A. Hirschmann 

• 



} 
Miss Dorothy Thompson 
237 East 48th Street, 
New York, N.Y. 

Dear Wise Thompson: 

oopy 

Uay 9, 1944 

I read with avid interest in the Boston Post last 
evening y~ dissertat ion on the sUbject of havens 
~or refugees . I think your treatment of t he sub­
Ject was magnificent . 

As you may know, I have recently returned ~om 
Turkey where I was repr esenting the President's 
War Re~ugee Board in br1n_g1ng out refugees trom 
the Ba1kans. The s.s. Tari to which you kindly 
re~erred is the boat which I chartered for the 
United States Government. It has not yet left 
Constanza due to the absence of German sate con­
duct. The Board has urged me to return to ex­
pedite and complete t his work, which I intend to 
do during the next few weeks. 

Do you mind if I refer to one aspect of the subject 
ot refugees which results from my observation of 
them 1n the Balkans and in Egypt? 

'!'he question of what kind of citizens these r efugees 
will m&ke in t heir newly-adopted countries and i n 
the new world is one that is frequently posed. It 
aee•• to me that this is one ot the deterrents in 
the ainds ot those who oppose opening the doors here 
and elsewhere. I talked with good nUIJilers of rer­
ugeea who had Just emerged !rom the yoke of the 
taao1~ts, and also spoke at lepgth with Mr. w. T. 
lla.J;thewa, tormer director ot MERRA, now merged into 
~. I am oonv1noed trom these discussions a nd 
obaerY&tiona that retugees w1 th any physical 



page two 
Mise Dorothy Thompson 
Kay 9, 1944 

a nd moral stami na l e t t 1n t hem will become among 
the most important freedom-lovi ng citizens of' the 
world. Having gone thro ugh the r1re and having 
emerged with their heads up , t hei r heart s and 
souls intact, they above all peopl e will know the 
nature of' t he fascist di sease and the need for 
fighting it wi th all the r esouroes t hey possess. 

This was a heartening sign t o me and o~ that I 
recorded in my report to the Secretar y of' Stat e 
trom Ankara on March 13, 1944. May I quote f"rom 
the passage covering this aspect of t he report: 

"In treeing or in helping expedite t he 
exodus of' human beings from persecuted 
area s to liberated lands we must remember 
not to throw them from the fire into the 
tl'7ing pan. They must not only be rescued 
but they must find places a nd means must be 
found to organize and rehabilitate t hem a nd 
to g ive them their treedom to live and be 
useful citizens of the world. It has been 
demonstrated that the ~escued refugees have 
become constructive and valuable citizens 
1n Palestine. The same i s reported to me 
b7 Kr. Yatthews, the Director of MERRA in 
Cairo, who stated that the thousands of 
Yugoslavs who were saved and placed in 
oampa in Egypt were strong and healthy ao­
qu1s1t1ons to t he cause of freedom-loving 
peoples. • 

W1tb good wishes, 

Cordially yours, 

/ 
1ahalg I. A. Hirschmann 



~'MlNODAJ.E' s 
Cl'lt<W YO~)< ~2 

:..r . John ·w. Pehle 
~·ar Fefugee BoaJ•d 
Treasury Building 
l·ashington 25 , D. c . 
Dear John : 

Hay 9, 1944 

I had a telephone call in my absenc~ 
from the City from a Ur . Varian Fry 
ste.ting that the \'tar Refugee Board had 
asked him to get in touch with me,and 
t hat t he Board may send him to Ankara . 

Is t his correct? Do you wi sh me to see 
him? I truly t rust that your Board is 
not c onsidering or planning to send 
addi tional people to P~ara at this time . 

Cordially yours 

iah : r et 
)L-

I . A. Pirschmann J 

10AA 



'r'U26 16 1 EXTRA 

JOHN PEHLE 

or- nl.a<n.nner 
ity in Serua&lc m, 
.r aervioe in every 

sting and a1gn1-
.... e ly, '.lT guest of honor, 
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,., 2 'o 
WAR REFUGEE BOARD 

Dl NNER AND SPEECH THURSDAY NIGHT POSTPONETI MR HI RSCH!11ANN 

AWAY WILL ADV ISE FURTHER ON HIS RETURN 

R E TRA INOR SECRETARY BLOOM INGDALES . 

209P 

Constan!ll···m ·n u.111au•·· ........ - .. ...., ~route trom Istanbul to paJesUI)e! "The whole prlnclplt of t. akln&lTUY~me· leasT-;-· Nr; .ctn>euruiUUl. 
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tn One place not ftt ·for puman assistance of tht Ro.manlan s;ov-
. nunent. 

- - -~- - --- - - - ___ _ ,_ -~ _ ___ ..,......,_--~--------
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/ 
. r . I. . \ e1natein , 

l' ef .1 ·ec Bo . 'co. , 
')53 Broa.d\ ay , Roan 801 , 
.~e,, Yorl- , r . Y · 

Dcm• :r . '/einstein : 

~a ·1 d to enoloec co_y or 
tb 1nvi tv.tlon to; the canner t~ 
b ·1 ven by the H b e\ Un1 versJ. ty 
of Jeruav.lom, 1'huradli:V n1 ·ht, _ t 
, hlch ! .r. H.i.1~oclir.1ann '111 spen ... . 

.., . 
1944 

the Book-
.iva inter-

Waldort-Aetoria 
of this dinner 
1ty in Jerusalem, 
t aervioe in every 

sting and signi-
Slnoerely, 11r guest or honor, 

{2 'Y: n from a most 1m-

Enc . 

) C' / --. toted in the press , 
y{) (. , J'-'~ ~ ""-N'\.) IOtive job in the 

o cretar: to / 
I . A. H1l•sc}.JJann me at the Hebrew 

· the latest de­
he is enthueiae­
.d the tremendous 
rogresa , aa well 
ons. 

uoh men as 
th me a:s honorary 
ttion will be a 

e rva t ion card 
1 

Very s~eroly yours_, 

~~r~ 
P. s. Ploase not o that a. table or t en r eaorva.Uona will tako care 

or a complete sohola.rsh1p for a resoaroh student tor a full 
year. No sol1o1tat1on ot tunde at the dinner. 



,. 
S:\MUJ;L J. 1\LI)(!~ii~G IJJ.-\Ll~ OR. rR.\\.K ~)I '>-- . }vflCHt\1.:1. ~C HAW. /i(•'•· Cltair.mc• 

1.,\RI~Y fiCt-IER~f,\!'>: . Caurr:~•sn Chaarm '" . ~-.. ,, t,I_IT SH:\L ;\ , I ...,( HUEL. C<•· •:h~~rrncn 

ln i.u rual 

...... 

Enda• ... nl ple:a .. ,. fi ud dH·ck for $. 
for . . . ... . . . ... re~ervatinns al $511 per per .. ou tuward rlu.• 

~ C H <J LA R S H l P F L ~ I) 1) l ~ ~ E R 
of the H <•hrew C ni' er~it\ of J eru-.alcm 

Guest of Honor: IRA HlRSCH:\IA~~ 

at the \Y.\LDORF-ASTORL\ HoTEL 
·ruvRsn\Y, ~~ \Y +rH. JQ-1--t. 6:30 P. ~l. 

,\ ·a,tr. .. .. ... . . . . .... . . . .......... . . . . . _ ... . .......... . . . .. .. . 
LiH J!llt'.q' ioll rc.t't't.\( saJc oj .:.nJ . 

. lcfdrt~:~.,· ... .. . ..... . . .. ..... . . . . . . ........ . .. . ..... . . . . .. ... .. . 

Chtl'k..: payahll' tn ~1:\l'RICI" \\'FRrlll'l\1. Trt•tullr t l 

t\!\.iERICAN FRIENDS OF HUlRE\\ l..'~l\'LRSITY . ln.-
/)rJHCtihfr ! rut\ / i.Cilll f 'fol :\ \i 'i c •· h TC>t:l· ,,!1• ll 

;-..:,1 ><JhOI~lhlll uf iUnJ..; ;11 I hi.". Uinncr, 

· ... ~ .. 

1944 

the Book­
;ive inter-

--------~-~--mr~--.u:.n, u.:~...uxH, r- uo oe ne~Cl at the · Waldorf-Astoria 
on Thursday evening., Ua.y 4th. Since the proceeds of this dinner 
are for the Scholarship Fund of the Hebrew University in Jerusalem 
I was delighted to accept their invitation to be of service in eve 
way possible. 

The occasion will be particularly interesting a.nd signi 
ficant because of the address to be delivered by our guest or hon 



.. • • 
::-\\II EJ. ,J, Bl.CI0\11'\ G O.\LE 

:-tn,u ,, 1.\,'\l'(•TO' \\f~. 

:.;1:w \·onK 22.-; Y. 

April 18 , 19 4.4 

Dear Ur. Seidenwarm: 

At the request o~ Harry Scherman, president of the Book­
of-the-~onth Club, and Sylvan Gotebal, I am taking an active inter­
est in the very important dinner to be held at the Waldorf-Astoria 
on Thursday evening , Uay 4th. Since the proceeds of this dinner 
are for the Scholarship Fund of the Hebrew University in J erusalem, 
I was delighted to accept their invitation to be or service in every 
we.y possible. 

The occasion will be particularly interesting and signi­
ficant because of the address to be delivered by our guest or honor, 
Ira Hirschmann, who has just returned to Washington from a most im­
portant assignment in the Near East. As you have noted in the press, 
Mr. Hirschmann bas been doing a very vital and effective job in the 
Balkan countries for the United States government . 

Kr. Hirschmann has likewise spent some time at the Hebrew 
University and will bring us a first-hand report o~ the latest de­
velopments in that area too. Like the rest of us, he is enthusias­
tic about the accomplishments ot the University , and the tremendous 
contribution it is making to science and academic progress , as well 
as in serving the military needs of the United Nations. 

It is for these compelling reasons that such men as 
Dr. Frank Kingdon and Michael Schaap have joined with me as honorary 
chairmen of this dinner , realizing that this institution will be a 
source of pride t o our people for all t ime. 

Won ' t you please fill out the enclosed reservation card, 
and mail it to me wit h your check today . 

P. s. Please no t e t hat a t able o! ten r eserva t ions will t ake care 
of a complete scholarship f or a resear ch student for a full 
7ear. No sol ici tation o! f unds at the dinner. 

t~
ay ~l'le IUS~ Mr. .n1ncumw1u : 

''The whole principle or talt1na aald but 11, dld'aet under wa.y, with 
human bel.np and puttl.nr them I 't.ance of the Rnmanla.n aov· 
In bne place not ftt for \)uman us 8 t ·..-. rrunen . 

• -· ...,._V"r " 'U· uu 
~ tlieml[5r It did l et under way, Wlth I 

• • lor fWDan UIJata~e or the Rcp&Dlao rov-



Free U.S. P orts 
ToA.idRefuaee~ 0 

Are Con idered 
.-ar Rdu,.~e Board Studies 

~tting Up Plac~ Whert! 

Th~y CouldAwail Rescue 

rr~ '.l.c' H".U T,....,.,. b.,-t&a 

WASHINGTON, Aprtl 18-Tbe 

War Rdupe Board 1.5 com.lde.~. 

amaoa other pl'OJ)OIIJ.S. a pla.n to 

e&t&bli&h tn~ p0ro.s ol lemPOrVY 

rt1ldtnce m 111~ titU~ States tor 

nturees from Naz.l Europe, tt 11'&5 

dlKICRd tod.,.- by .John W. Pehle, 

execuUn clinetor of t.htl board. 

.Mr. Pf'-hle ..-u a.skf'd a.bou t the 

fl'l!t! port plan at a Joint prea 

ccmlermtl' wtth Ira BJnchma.nn. 

ol NeW' York. vtc:e-prl!3idrnt ot 

Bloomln&dale Brw., Inc~ and .spe­

c:ial :npreantathe of theW. R. B I 
m Europe, Mr. H1nchmann re-

turned to w~ ,-estu'darl 
trom 'I\Irkey, .-ben be had been 

$!nee Feb. H. 

I Mr. Blrsc:hmann, ll"bOR account 

o! his expenences in 'I\Iruy oc­

C'UPif'd mos~ of the press c:on!er· 

tmu, sa.1c1 tha t Pres1dent Rooae.-elt 

l.l ~ed a.s · a lodN in occupied 

l!urope because or his etfCll'U ou 

hehalt ot oppres.vd peoples. 

l.lr. H1rschm&nn S&ld Mr. Roou­

n~lt 1 declarauon o! March 24, 1n 

.-bleb he called on t.htl free pea­

plea ol Europe and Asia ~temPf)­

rarib' to open the!r frontiers to all 

ncuma of oppression," had h&d an 

• ftelectr1.trinc etfeet" in the Bal­

ltua. H ... as broadcast over and 

O\'er aaain, and It la\e people hope 

becaue it m&de them feel some 

on,. 1ru com1n1 to help them, he 

said . 
M.r. Hirschmann said the Rus-1 

s1ani 11'1!n also very CCH)perat1ve, 

and he paid hlah prabe to Lau­

rence Ste.lnhardt. American Am­

baaador to TUrkey, Mr. St.ein­

hardt "not only backed me up~ 

be Plun&ftt lnto the wort." sald 

Mr. Hlnclunun. "I thl.ll.lt thl.s 

board and the President and the 

people of this coant.ry who are 

ln&erated ID human bel.nl• wher­

enr they are &hould be very 

pacetul for ha\1111 Mr. Stemhardt 

ID TUrkey at th1l Ume." 
Tbe War ~fUiee Board ha.s 

bleD De10Ua~ wtl.h the Turkish 

IOftllliMDt w ,.harttr the 8 . 6 . 

Tari &o eu1'J 1.500 relUIHJ to l 
Bait&. ~has !>ten ar­

rapd. except "a we conduct 

~ &be OenDaDa. and ft Ls hoped 

tba& &be ab.lp wW ..n an1 day, be 

lUI. JD &be 1.ut tn weeks th.rtfi 

......... boaC. brouaht 250 

..... .-ell 10 Jata.Dbul b'om 

Ole¢ rr 1D W. Tbe 

......... IICUbal to ~ ,. ...... 

.. alestine De l r 

Opens to 5,000 
Balkan Children 

Arn..ara, lof~tr. 13 (O:o;A)-f1r5t s~ps toward .m.ss ,.ucuatloo 

-' rdur.cs from Rum~• and BuJ~:aria bav-P ~ completed, ~~ 

<h~I"S('as New:. AgenC} was tl>ld by lrn A Hlrschmann. :n'p~t.a 

th-e here o! the War Rdugee ~rd 

Hinchrnann rn-ealf'd that Tur 

ke)• had agrerd 1o puuge of 

5.000 children to Palestine HP.I 
added tl\at ne~;ollatlons ,,.,.tn! 

Df'&rly concludeod lor a T\lrkl~h 

ship capable of carrying 1,000 

chUdnn at a trip. The ship will 

pick up 118 pas...""ncers at Con-~ 
at.anza, Black SN port, and take 
Uu~rn to Halfa. 

British authorities, Hii"'<Chmann 

aid, wDJ pro,;de Palt";otlnc vb.u 

and he Is hopeful of cett Inc a 

~n Ale e<>ndoet. 
Al present ol\ly 100 pcro;ons 

wretl.> a no alto"' f'd exit Crom the 

Axi~tro~ Balkan "late-;. 

brln t' rom Bul~rl.a 

Halla, Mar. 13 CJTi\l-Ftfl\' 

Je"ish ch.lldren from BuJi:"3rla .;.. 

rived here today. Tbay \<en! ~~ 

by n!pteS('ntatJves or the Jewish 

A~eiTC)· and taken to J~i.;h set· 

dements "·here they will n>side 

ud be eoduca.ted. 

0\UI 

Jrnlt' of u·IJ.r-·~~1 end ducnu' muu imp<'/ u.• lo &ilurout supporl 

uf our ( ni1 rnll>. ) ou aull r~J<>Irr lu pur )OUU<:It"' al th" ""IN': 

<1/ dai, uork Rf'rnrd 11 nol o(urs~ a• a kond of chuir•blr cr111 u~, 

bul aho u • ,.,.,rt,. uj ,.,,.neil. k hiclt &nU ;vu(..t in it• rum :1;~ 

uh••lto /f'~tUh r•ommunll>. 41 BERT fi'=>TI 'i 

111111 [/If. CRMI( H Ei\TI ' Gli:-H\11 \T oJ ,.,.,...., nolt'IH of 

} ru.W. IKnun' ond uozduitm, th~ rule o/ IIEBRf'ff I HI ER..,/Tl 

uoll bt ro hrlp punr~,. thr cultur.U nalul'.J ol our •" ilJ.:<~IIun II' f' 

mu~l re>IUII on lhl' inullrllr:nl f.,.,_ lo rN:otru:r tht" III'C'f'UII' oJ m Ill· 

tamin thou! tn<tirutront 1•luclt fVOIIdl' a homf' Jor dar 11"0dol 

f.lllf' fRll ll . II. 11 lRHl Rl 
l 

) 
llfe. and havl.na that &e«~~ted as 

Mr. RJnc:hm&nn S&Ja the Wa1 rout!ne wtth:::!! protest. nthout 

RdUJ"ee Board bad been inltru- an allt.mpt b \' dvUi.ud people to 

mental 1n movl.nf retu~ trom a n<oeue them ·Is one l.bat hu to 

camp ID TraD.Sdn.lrst.rta. th" Ro- be .e.'lalluu~. apan from tht­

maruan orbd.erland now held by m!Suy o! tht pecple tbtmalft'.S.," 

the RllSSl&N, Into the Interior ol he aald. 

Romania. 1rhence they may bope l un u an&llltment.s had betn 

to ret out throurh Turkey. co:np!e~ to mon the u ooo tnlo 

There wm 4'8.000 people, mosUs 

J e11'1sh, Cf011'dfti Into the Trans­
drueRrla c:a.mp. Mr. Hlnchmt.nn 

wd, Wider ~ndJtlona which 1rere 

too dtplocable and heart..~ndlnc m 

d uc.ribt. 
''The whole prlncJ.Pif ot tak.lna 

hum&D bei.DII and putUill them 

in 6De J)1aM not ftt tor ~um&:l 

the 1ntmor, ihe Russ~ mo\n; 

lnlo \he Tr-a.nsdn!P'trla and t."'L"U· 

porutt•n UntS w-t.re chol;;rd as a 

rU\I}t. The mO\'tm~L ot the 

rdUi~S ~as not expedited to 

say the lust." Mr. Ht.ru.hm&nn 

uld. but It did .. t undu "Y. t.ith 

asslstanee of ~· Rqman1&n N~­
t. 

O! l.he --- ·~ •lUI 
Rqalaruan rov-



J ohn w. Pehl e , EJc.ecut1ve Dtr ector 
.,.noran<lum tx>~ ltr • .. 4> •• -,._.,. Rn .Ard 

BLOO}.fiNODALE' s 
N 6W Y O RI< 

E.XECUTlVE OHlCI:S 

:.:r.·. .John 'l . Pehll'> 7 

' Ell" Refugee Boa."'o, 
':'reasury B•lilllir, 7 

'.7t-sh.i.ngton 25, D. C. 

Dear i~r . ?ehle : 

:::ly l, 19-q. 

~:r . Hiracrillla.:m h".s gone out-of-to\ln for a few 
days an htlS &sl:ed !'!I"" to -"'e:-td. you t:1iB rouE;h 
drP.ft f 'r tne Thursday ni '1 t .. 1ecting of the 
Hebpeu t:nivc~a:t.' of J erusa.l F>n , · hlcl he dic­
tated befoPe h left on Frid4-~' ni;_t . 

=.r . Hi ·schmo.nn is not sensitive Jout changes . 
He l:.no •s that lie mo.y have touched on some sub­
j ects b.ich may be sensitive tnd he h~ s no 
pri de of authorslli_ on any c.1e.nges •. :11c:1 y .u 
or your associates i::J.ay v:i sl to make . 

::1 rs Ho:lia , ln cha"'..;e f nur pr e&s rela tions 
he!"e, ' 111 be avnilc.~.ble on tlle tele> _phon ., 0"" rny 
m.ty yo•t r:isL for a ny correcti ons or err.endations . 

Sincerely , 

n c~~ .. 
t~ ·~ 

Secretary to 
I . A. Hlrucl.l1ann 

(/ 



.. 

Anr11 2?, 19 4 

llecoranduCI to: Yr. John \1, Pehle, Executive Director 
War J efm~ec Board 
'l'r~>naury Bu 1ld.1np 
Washington 25, D. c. 

Dr. Steohen \ laP c~lled me a~veral tioee a~king me 
to speak nt a public meeting . I agreed to talk 1n camera 
to a annll ~roun off-the-record, which I did yesterday 
at noC'n for about trirtv r.~\nuteR . 

When I waR requested ut the end of the tfllk to make a 
r ecocrncndation to the 1/orld Jewish Congresa I repeated 
what I have su1d to ench group: "Bao}: up John Pehle 
and his brilliant War RA!u~ee Bonrd organization 200~. 
You now havt: n sharp instrument. Use 1t inte-111p-ently 
and helpfully." 

I think I should further report to you thnt there were 
a number or questions with regard to the Emergency 
Committee . I renlied that I felt that the World Jewish 
Con~rese was vitiat1n~ its energies by def l ect i on of its 
efforts toward an alleged competitor; that the Congress 
shotld devAloo an affirmative program of ita own and 
either collaborate with others or assume an obliviousness 
in 1tP collaborati on w1 th the \iar Pefugee Borrd . 

YJ i 
;-

~ I • i). • 
/' 

Hirsol'\mann 

t \ 

~ 
.... 

( 

) 
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Dr.OOM"LNODALE's 
NEWYORK 22 

April 26, 1944 

Mr . John W. Pehle 
Execut ive Director 
"ar Refugee Board 
Treasury Building 
\'t ashington 25, D. C. 

Dear John : 

When I was in Turkey about s 1x 1weeks ago I 
had a tel~gram f r om Harr y Scherman , President 
of t he Book of the Month Cl ub , who i s a friend 
of mine~ a~king if I woul d speak at a dinner 
of the H.ebrew Univers1 ty on my return. Liy 
friendship with him was such that I felt I 
could not refuse, and at t hat t i me did not 
consider any policy which would requi r e permission 
to speak. My i mpression from your tel egrams 
in Ankara indicated t hat you were eager t o 
have favorable publicity before and after my 
r eturn . I have t ried t o work to t h a t end. 

In view of our understanding and the fac t 
that these invitations hav e a l r eady been sent 
out I 1 m afra id t her e is nothing; we can do 
a bout it but to go ahead with it . I ass ure 
you I have no desire to make t his s peech, or 
a ny other, as I am more exhausted than I 
can tell. (I am now ~etting somethi ng of a 
r ea c tion from the intensity of the return trip, 
e tc. and h ope to go away for a few days to 
oull myself together. ) 

I will be g lad to send you a cony of my 
proposed t alk at this dinner for apprma l 
in Washingt on , or t o present anything which you 

"Th~-whole principle of taklnal RY--the l;;;t," -Mr. -'HilSCiimann I 
human beiDII and· putt.lnl them l&ld, but It did tit under way, with 
in 6De plue DO' It tor ~WIWl UIJ&t.anee Of t.bt acpan.tan I OV-

• . 



... the boys wi s h me to say . You can be 
assured t hat i t wi ll all be s l anted at the 
magnificent wor k o f the \•ar Ref ug ee Boa r d 
and Secretary J!orgenthau and Steinhardt ' a 
i ndispensable work. 

With go od wishes, 

i ah:re t 

Cordi a lly y our s 

( 

I . A. Hi r s chmann 
Vice- Pr esident 

-

~-·- fr;;:-~-;; l~ut:·-w.'Huscht'Unn 
··The whole prlnelplt o! taldnc ~· uld bu' 1~ did 1tt under • aY. with 

human beiDII and pulli.IUI thtm ~unce ol tht ~nlr.n co~­
ln 6De plaM not ft\ tot &lwnan mmrnt. 



• 
I K 

• ~ l 

o~-tbe-lloath Club at ot Bar:r;y Scherman , pr esident of the Book-
est i n t be Te • and Sylvan Gotahll , I am taking an active inter-

r.r 18por tant dinner to be held a t the Waldorf-Astoria 
on Thursday eveni ng1 Kay 4th .~ Since the proceeds of this dinner 
are f or t he Schola rship lUnd of the Hebrew University 1n Jerusalem 
I waa delighted to accept their invitation to be of service in ev~;y 
wa:y possible. 

The occasion will be pa rticularly interesting and signi­
ficant because of the address to be delivered by our guest of honor , 
Ira Hirschmann , who has just returned to Washington from a most im­
portant aasignment in the Near Eaot. As you have noted in the press, 
Kr. Hirschmann has been doing a very vital and effective job in the 
Balkan countries for t he Uni ted States government. 

Kr. Hi r schmann has likewise spent some time at the Hebrew 
University and will br ing us a firs t-hand report of the l a test de­
vel opments in that area too. Like the rest of us , he is enthusias ­
tic about the accomplishments of the University , and the tremendous 
contribution it 1s making to science and academic pr ogress , as well 
as in serving the military needs of t he United Nations . 

It i s tor t hese compelling reasons that such men a s 
Dr. ~rank Kingdon and Kiohael Schaap have joined with me as honorary 
chairmen or this dinner , realizing that this institution will be a 
source of pr i de t o our people fo r all time. 

Won't :you please fill out the encl osed r es ervation card , 
and mail it t o me with r our obeok t oday. 

P. S. Please note that a table of ten r eserva t ions will take ca re 
of a complete s cholarship f or a r esearch s tudent f or a full 
year . lo solicitation of funds a t the dinner . 

Con.lt&DI& 1n J'tOm&nl •• 'l'nt 11.1\UI'f 
•route trom Istanbul to Pawttqe I 
Ia over}&Dd. 

"":;:h':"whole principle of tak.lna ll;;:y -olhe l~;t." -Mr · ·a~;h~·~~ I 
hum&D beln•• and putllni them said, bu~ It did set under way, with 
in bne plae& not tit for puman assistance ot tht RoJn1lnlan gov· 

• ernment. 

.. 
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April 24 , 1944 

!.tr . John H. Pehle, Executive Director 
War Refugee Board 
Tr easury Building 
' ashington 25 , D. c. 
Dea'~" John : 

Thank you for your note of April 22nd 
and the invitation to attend the meeting 
at the Town Hall Club on Wednesday, 
May ~. at 6 :~0 . I shall be del1~hted 
to be t here . 

Pl ease feel free to call on me to 
continue to participate in any way 
cons i stent wi t h the Board' s poli cy and 
program while I am 1n New York . It ie 
not " interference" but a privilege . 

i ah: ret 

Cordially you'~" e 

;t____...4 
I. A. Hi rschmann 
Vice- President 



llt.OOMI N~II) I.I~ ' H 
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.lpr1l 22, 1944 

Yr. John w. Pehle 
lxeeutive Direc tor 
War Retugee Board 
Tr~aaur.y Building 
l'aahington, D.O. 

Dear John: 

I found the enclosed in to~• a mfrll from 
Ambas ead.or SteinhArdt. The firet pN'agraph deale 
w1 th a German opera. director who wa• called to 
Goering' e office th.e day the infamoue trio took 
over, and wae invited to become the music director 
of the Third Reich. .lt the riek of his life he 
turned 1 t down flat with a statement, "I am afr,flid 
~e air in Gennany will be a li~tle too suffocnting 
for me". Strangely enough, Golring who 1& defi nitel7 
an optimist, 41d not decapitate h~ becauee he thought 
he could persuade him t o come to Germany at " later 
time. 

The reet of the letter ia self-explanatory. ~aide 
from the 1nform&t1on, it reflect& what a good gu:, 
Steinhardt 1&. 

your a 

I. 

rl 
enc. 

.. .. 



C';)Pf ••••• 

Ira Blnchmann, Esquire, 
nco President. 

..... ....... 
""'-hoi .a ..... n 1.. 1 

~SSY OF '!BE 
Ulil'l'ED ST.l'l'ES OJ' .llLERICA. 

Ietanbul. April S, 1944. 

Bloomingdale Brot_hera, 
59~ St., & Lex~ton Ave., 

Iew York, H .T. 

Dear Ira: 

With reference to your letter of April 6th,--aa you ~ 
not have kept a copy it contain• your reqo.eet concerning Carl 
Dert and hh tam.ly-I b&ve taken advantage of m;r visit to 
Istanbul to disCilae the matter w1 th the Consul& te ~neral and 
am reasonably certain that at the appropriate time evel")' possible 
facilit, will be rendered them in connection with their visas. 

I wa.nt to take this opportunity to thank ;you for ;your tho~t­
tu.l personal mecoraDdma and to tell ;you hmr highly I valued ;yoaz 

work here and the ez:Mnt to which I enJoTed our peno~~&l association. 
I hope we have only written the flrat chapter in this respect. 

You will be phase to learn that the 'rurk1ah authori tiea 
have today permitted the 244 refugees on the s.s. 'Y.UiiTZl .. to land 

and han promised to move them by rail to Palestine ~ ai'ter 
tomorrow. The rea1atance was leas tban I anticipated which may be 

a hopeful sign for the future with respect to illegal arr1Tala 
provided the n~ber is kept within bounds ao that the railroad 
h able to handle the movement. My guees h that 1f the illegal 
arrival• do not exceed 250 every two weeks, the railroad administra­
tion will find some ~ of moving them as the Foreign Minister 
has made it clear to me that he would rather aove the ref~ea to 

Palestine than have t hem accumulate in Iatanbnl. There i a still 
no word on the sate condnct for the ~I. 

With every good wiah and ldndeat regards in which Dulcie 

Joins me, 

Sincerely yours, 
I 

(Signed) Laurence ~. Steinhardt 

f . -



11 1 , 1 p •• 

I 4 ~notate (r f renco 

3 , G ll'• • ) lntoJ"'I&Uoa b)- \tlet;r 

•trueUona r • • ulary 

fontGrdecl. 

.,. • • \el 

&I to tb r ln-

cca Mi se Chauncey (for the Sec1y. ) , Abr~aon, Akzin, Bernstein, 
Cohn, DUBois , Friedman, Gcwton, Hodel , Ln~~in, Leeeer, 
Wx!ord, !:tum, Mannon , Harks , l:cCor"'"c'~-- , :=urphy, Pnul , Pehle , 
Pollak, P~ins, Snrgoy, S~ith, Standish, Stew~rt , Weinstein , 
H. D. White , Files. 

·~ 



co ~tpy 
I 

I TELEGRAM SENT 
f 

~ R'Mlt" .,( . ·Ct 
Thia telegram muat be 
paraphrased before being 
commun!cated to an~one 
other than a Government 
ager:.oy (BR) 
A.VEMBASSY .t 

268 
X 

9 p.m. 

r.o 1\ U 'IG llfl' -
Afllf) Rf:t!/UlJ'I!l 

ft 

r ' r · ,•;: 
I " • 

... . 1... • .. -

~:'t.w. r.~ ~:.lro tine .Je . r. l't' t U~ti;B b:.' '·'cr· ,·, .. ;) rl;;. er t 

.. o gr· 1"1 !J . ~ .:.. rFcJ.;n nn no. 2 ~;rior1 'ly :' ..... i.... ie 

NZ 

(
TIUL!­
GLW) 

(GKW) 

• 



• 

3t~5 p.a. 

Kr'. 'larren 

It nll be approciated if fOU will have the at.tachod 

cable Uiepatehed at once t.o Ambassador Steinhardt . 

WtftartJ pdJc J/25/44 ~j ' 

. ·-
\ 



Yar Depart.Mnt to p-ant 81nclaann lo. 2 prj.ort t7. 

T!.hle b Dlc!r Ca bl o • ...l§_ 

--

"'YY.l . 

. .. 
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CONTROL COPY 
R,', - 3"!. 
Tnis telegram must be 
paraphrased b~fore b~ing 
communicated t o anyone 
ot her than a Govbrnmental 
agc.ncy . (BR) 

Secr etary or State 

Y/ashington 

525, March 25, 10 p . m. 
\ 

!.nkara 

Dated Mar ch 25, 1944 

Rec'd 11 : 22 p . m. 

FOR DEPJ.RTMENT -.ND Vli.R REFUGEE PO . .RD. ankara 1 s 

number six. 

R irs chmann who plans to l e ave here Tll~rcb 30 en 

rout e to 1'Jashington has requested thDt there be 

available for him immediately upon his arrival a 

full set in paraphrase of all telegrams which have 

been exchanged with this Mission r E:l l a ting to his work . 

STEIN&.RDT 

ED!. 

-· , .... 

\ 



--
. .. 

cl' · - :met bE 
rQoEd btfor£ ~~ine 
! cntcd to anyone 
t~~ n ccv~~~~t 

~--~r-r~~ (D.:) 

'l'hla 1a r.ar rtu1'~•• 8oa.rd• s !lo .. 9. 

Yo\U' r.l~W'Il to 'Ule Un1 tad 3t & t c ~o r epor' to 1itle 

War ttetugee Bo~rd l'lQa ov t\ll.l. e.pprov~.. b e are tek1n.g 

~ap "1 th the ~:ar 1lep&rtmen' tbe ll&.tt cr or pr 1or1 t7. The 

well Job Y.tllch t~baaeador Ste1nha.r~t klld JOU have done 

baa r eoe1Yed the h1ghea' pr•1sa . Ve obT1oualy dea1re 

lobe oont1nuance or 70\ll" GOt1Y1 ties on 'bebL.l t Qt tbe 

Board and I will <liscuta tbie ll.'1 th yo\l .,;hen I aee you . 

l't'LL 
( ('IT"•) 

U ·• 

, . C' .. -

/ 

' ' 



11:00 Q. 
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Thia t ologram 
Pnrnphrns4.od b ~u.st be 
- - . utoru hrt~-

. • ftOl flbpy 

GEM- 84 
This t~legram must be 
pnraohrased before being 
communic"lted to myone 
other than u Governmental 
agency . (BR) 

Sucr~t&•y of State, 

Washington . 

508, March 23, noon 
~ 

Ankara 

Dated March 20, 1944 

Rec •d 2 : 02 p . m. 

FOR THE D.i:!:P.\.RTMENT .t..ND 'VifhR REFUGEE BO,..RD 

!1~y 5 . r..s I regard it as important that Hirsch­

mann shou1d not be delayed on h~s return trip t c the 
-

United Stat es and in view ~f the imminence of his 

d~purture , I should appreciate being informed. by tele -

graph "\s to whether the J\TC in Cairo hns as yot been 

advis~d with respect to his priority. 

STEINID...RDT 

RR 

' I 

.. 
,). 

;s. 
i' -



RCC-894 
This t elegr am must be 
paraphras ed b~fore being 
communicated t o anyon e 
other than a. Governmental 
agency . ( BR ) 

Secretary or State 

Washi ngton 

: .nk~ra 

Do. t ed March l?, 1 944 

Roc 1 d 3 p . m. , 19th. 

OEP .RTHEiif CF STATE 
OIVI<::: tON Of: 

MAR 21 1944 

482, March 17, 10 p-.m. C:()•~MU HC'TIP 

PER SO N/.L FOR PEHLE VIi ..R REFUGEE BQj.RD FROM HI!iSCRMl-JHT 

I would appreciate it if you would crrange with 

the War Department us soon as possible for number two 

priority for my r eturn to the Unit od States by air. 

I will arrive in Cairo on l~pril 1 o.nd would like 

to proceed tothe United States i mmediately . 

The first major steps have now boon conclude d in 

securing both rail and s ea transportation for the 

evacuation of r efugees from the Balkans either through 

Turkey or dir~ct to Palestine . The J.mbo.ssador and I 

are both convinced thn.t it is now e ssential that I bring 

to the War R~fugee Board in W~shington a personal 

account of the possibilities and problems of a further 

lnpge scale r efugee movumcnt from tho Balkans . Any 

t elegraphic nccount would ba deplorably in~d~quuta . 

Furthermore, the second extens ion of my le~ve of 

absence 



MFG- 205 PIA I N 1~ , - -

_, 

- 2 ... #482 ~ r~urch 1? , 10 p • m. , f'r om A.nka re. 

absence from Bloomingdo l e s who r e I o.m undor contract 

expiros the second w euk in Lpril and I run unwilling to 

request n furthe r extension until J have given you a 

personal description of the conditions and d1fficulti Es 

with which we may have be en and a r c b e ing confronted . 

If you so desire , I will be propured on my r eturn to 

discuss with you the continuance of my a ctivitie s on 

behalf of the war Re fuge e Bonrd e ithe r in Washingt on or 

by r eturning here but not until I ha ve made a pe rsonal 

report an~ have been affor ded the oppor tunity of arranging 

my st:-. tus ; with Bl oomingdales . 

STEINHLRDT 

RR 

\ 
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MFG- 205 PIA IN 
-/ 

Ankara 

Datr:d March 16 , 1944 

Rr:c 1 d 6 :51a . m. 17th 

SEcrEtary of StatE, 

Hashington . 

\

EPARTMOOOf Sl~lE-\ 
OlVISION OF 

41.}, Sb:t£tnth . MJlR 17 \944 

FOR ··:AR R~UGE!: BOARD . COMMUN\Cf-TIQNS 

DEpartmEnt 1 s 203 Fourte:e:nth.!--~N~f(~ -

" Hir schmann has rEcEiVEd Schoff 1 o tElE0ram e:x-

tEnding his lEaVE of absEncE by s ix \TE:Eks . 

STEIUUARDT 

RR 



I 

llr • Ira IU.rsc bz:lann 
o/o American Jabaoay 
A n ka ra · 

Dear t:r. fiirsohann, 

ll:rmJ. ration t'epertmet 
n:RW.UEU 

P . o. B. <?2 

A ,. 

I recelYed your let.ter or t he 14th lnst . with rOfllU'd 
to the bOy w!lou you 1nten1ew 4 in 1a7 offloe. I took your £eneroua 
propo84l. T81"7 s e:rlou•ly but ill deci ding upon the r.te of a ce.n one au.t 
consider not only tho po 1ble adnntacoo ot such an otter but the future 
ot t he ob114. TTho Jrnowe, d•r ~r. Riraobllaml, wh_.. the boy would tind 
happtnese ln hie tuture lite? It d~ende on eo n, tactore, ohangee in 
lite, etc. that nobody can roree .. it . 

The boy, H lce IIIIUl7 ot hers who ere coaln& tr.quently to aea e on 
t heir y to !'elest1ne, hnd so nuch n1etortune 1a the ~Gt years , that 
it would be auttioient tor a Utetl~:~e traredy. \Then aslr,S the auw dey 
wtlat he would doe1re now, he told r.e: "1 wa.nt to be a Chaluz (Pi oneer) 
1D Palestine". T:ho can talco the responsibility to deprive hilll tro::t this 
allr? • nyhow, I shall mako 1Dttu1riea about bie otatua and ~okqround and 

I em turth~rmore ready to consult hie relatives in Palestine; I shall 
t !l• be clod t o let you irno" the reeulta aa soon u possible. 

I om aura, dear l!r . llirachmnn, that on thtnldnr over the 
•tte:r, you wUl find t bat I m r 1pt 1D m:r ju4&8:'\ent and I look tol"ftrd · 
to ,our repl y on this point . 

Wi th beet r egards 

Sincerely Yours . 

Ch Darloe (at~~) 

/ 
Ch. Be.rlaa 



MAR 16 1944 

COMMUNICf.TI " 
AND fiECIIPO 

lili.t~. 

)>( _021 fourteenth 
1 (. ,. ~.q &.FUG...:~ DOshRD. 

t'Rl ' no .. 6. 
)( 

PLA. 

f!QI'Ch 14, 1 944 

~ 

o :~our S93. Sohott ot Bl oorai ncdal "' cnbled Mtractu::nnn 

""Cb a bl 0\ e xtenliing l11s loavo ot bgenoe 1x ~eke . J~eewnc 

J h recoiv d Qeocate b~ now. U~JUOT...:. 

/13/4.4 

HULL 
(GU;) 

\ 



J. w. 1'ela1. 

I~ tnll b e &pPr~~e1a~ed 1~ J'OU WS..l.l. ba-.e ~n. 
a t t.acbecl cab~e ~o ADllara d e ~ched a t oace • 

• 



J . w. P€"hle 

Thla Ia • (uii-TDt~ 
Td~ran• ..,. Cablo-

f::r~ .~·h'~~:anct~wh f:. 
'' ?:_j"D s'-._ TER~r- :-J 1201 ~ SYMBO\.S ~ 

_\ 

.llnr~.:l bv a ouluhle 
O)'m I><> I aho, . ., e>r pro:­
~ rna: rh., 11J.f,..,u. 

vv u N I 0 Nl. ~k ~~:"~~~:::.. I 
___ -- _ A ;.', .. w;;;;~M9 \""' 5N»It..SI<.c<•"' 

Tbo liiiJIIf rJm~· tb .. wu i.D the date .I.Lao 0.11 t.eJ.-enm• a.Ddday let;;,. Ia STANUAltO TJME at polut oJ ortp.D. Time or rcceipL u ST_ANl>Alll> TlMEu. polDL ot ci<a~ 
G 104r..,1 VA4 NL 

NEW YORK NY M/JRCH 9 1944 

JOHN PI'LE 

WAR REFUGEE BOARD Cf,RE TREASURY OEPT ~ASHN DC 

FOLLOWI~'G MESSf.GE \'MS ~EN T TO IRA H I RSCHMANN MARCH 8TH BY RCA . 

YOUR REQUEST OfTED FEBRUARY 24 1944 FOR EXTEt-1SION OF YOUR LEAVE OF 

ABS ENCE RECEI YEO YOUR LEAVE OF ABSENCE I S EX TE~IOEO S \ X WEEKS 

COMPENSATIO~l FOR EXTEf\•SION WILL BE CONS I DERED UPO~' YOUR RETURN . 

S I GNED JS SCHOFF 
I 

.J"MES S SCHOFF 

429A 

TUB OOMPANY WILL APPJlECIATE 8UOOESTION8 FROM ITS PATRONS COXCEJL"(JlCQ ft'8 BE'RVlCE 

~ 



ro J.r . St 
,./ 

~"' '"'c ' 
o<ECUllVE OFFICE Of THE PIUS IOENT 

WAR REFUGEE BOARD 

INTER OffiCE COMMUNICATION 

rt 

J. p 1 

I t 1' ed to Sc-
., 

off ~ho 1". r. clrea y 

'41 

h 

ir d Hir ch 
t:,r n ir l. i six ·eek ' it i n 1 le v of nee . 

,J . W. Pt"hl 

1 .. 
' 



~-.-~::'!£ 
Th i n tcl.CGr l"'m c:uat be 

PC'..l' "'nh:t•no c t• b r:i"orc b eIng 
co • 11 :1-cntca to nnyo nc 
o t c:· thnn '' Govct· nmcn tnl 
r. cncy. ( scoo) 

."39~~ , 1-•n.rch ? , 4 p , m. 

Anknrn • 

D 1 r ~ 1-inrch ? , 1 ~·· " 

Rcc ' d 9:09 n . m. , BLh 

I 1AlE. 

1944 

FOR PEffi.E •• AR REFUGEE BOARD FROH THE Alr.B.iiJ3AD01', 

H.t.rachmn.nn ".ts oistu.rbe:a n.t his f"n1.1ure: to rEce:·· vc 

"' a rEnly ~ro~ Schorr, Pre:si~Ent of Blooming~nle: Bro o 

to his two tElEgrnms rEquEsting an Exte:nalon 

of from four to six WEEks in his lEavE of nbacncE. 

HE l~EEls thnt hE hns n o rip;ht to jEopnrcliz.E t;ts 

l:>Osi tion l.,ri th thF -oompnn y rEmA.ining in Anknrn nn:: longer 

unlEss SpEcificall y author izEd to do . As H~schmon~ 

sErvicEs in conn Ecti on with thE cnrrying out of t h E 

bot'.rds progr0m of rEscuing Jorish rEfuge:e:s from t h E 

B~li:nns nre: in vnlunbl E t\n<3 ns hE has nlr e:na.y o.cco .. 1p1.l3hE<l 

n .::;rent d e:nl i n a vEry short pe:rioCI of timE I should 

bE c:trEmEl y lonth t o se:E 111 1:1 d Epn.r t so eoon p:u-tic':l~.rl:f 

l'.S thErE woul rt in Evi tPbly b E con sit'\ Er nblE dElny o::fo,"E 

somE. oni coul d nrri vE h Er E t o re:pl nc e: hi n, As you i.:'.l' c. 

doubtl Ess nwnrE my smr1.ll stnff and I nrE eo ovErvrhrr.lr:u:.u. 

t hnt it 

R. S£P ~1 -



16 

.. 

- 2 - ,;'3937 t'"U'"ch ?, 4 p . m. 1'rorn Ankr'lrn 

tlu~t lt .is cssc.nti..,l th o;;rc be nt. lt:"lat nnr' 1n~1.vlt\llr>~ 
on 1:· <'tnrr to r1f:vot.c h.1s cnt1rc t.imf: t.o rrf\l<"'f:E: 

n.-~tt.ci·o. In v:1 cw or the rorcgo1n~<: , I \"oul.d npp1•rc1 nt;c 

!t" vrr~· much i:P you coul.a. st:e:: your "lrlY ol.cnr to 

coo~ 'untcnting t,r1th S cho:f.f te::J.e:phon1onll.y t n nn t:n<H:nvor 

to nE:l'Sttd E him t o t ElE:grnph to Hi rschmnnn 1. mm£d1,.,te:l.y 

Gl'~ltinc>; t he r E:quE:ste:n e:x te:nai o n o:f h1o lcnve: o:r 
nbsE:ncE:. 

STE INHARDT 
t'FS 
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-
TC - ~ LC 
'T'Joj s te1egrom must bo 
P~rnphrnsoa borore baing 
corllltlunJ cnt;ocl to nnyono 
ot.hor t.hun £J Govornmont;r.l 
l"<-~cy . ( BR) 

Socrot~ry o£ State , 

Wll s h j_ng ton . 

~ 

332~ February 24 1 9 p . m . 

PROM IRA IliRSCH'I:APN FOR .1 Al"ES SCH9F'F PRES"'[DE!.~T 
I 

DLOO;"J11GDALE BROTHERS LEXINGTON AVENU E AND 59th STREET 

:rTEl"l YORK CITY 

Jo.1y tr:t.p to Istanbul d e i'errod due to urgent duti.os 

in .Ankara the capital . I am deep i.n work with A.t.tbo.sso.dor 

• Stelllh.:!rdt and negotiations with r e;prcsent atives of 

foreign government s h e ro trying t o s~curc the r elcuse 

of mony inno cent destitute children i.n s~tellitc 

countries . I _ o.n ho9ei'ul o.f obtaining ke-ys to the if,uned.io.t.e 

situation r elatin g to opening the doors from BulgD.rio. 

and Rumania also securing a ship to transport thcso 

children t o safety. I trust you will ngree with mo 

t hot it is our humanitDrinn duty to probe all ~venues 

in the D.ttempt t o occpJ.E: tE these two to.sks WPlCh ::\rO 

on 1-y o. D'"'rt 
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.... , 

.-4• .,... .. 
W I 
aac1 .... 
lJI .. .. 
• f 

I 

.. 

on~j a part or a dEp~orabl.E and hcart-rcnd~nG c onplex 

si.tu.ati.C'n • 

l'lou. l~ .1.t be poa!>i.bl.£ f'or :;ou to ,.;r ant n £ e !'urthe:r 

leave: or absencE .fror.1 !'our to six VIEEke? AniJassador 

St£1nha r dt pronisEe t;o Exe:rt e:f'.fo rts t o sEc.:~ore: n ronp t 

If' :rou f' e: e: J. \:..ha. t t:.r.; r e: s po n-

sib11.i.t,>- t o thE c onpany nust come: .first anC' t.ho.t I 

should rEturn at once: I shall of' c ourse: d o so . I shoul d 

be: c rate:.ful r o r an Earl~ re: pl y since: a ~r Eat re:s,onsi­

bili by 1nvol vin.:; hUJ~1an li..fE is c one Erned . 

Warm appre: cia ticn and rEc..;ar ds t o :,-ou Rothsch :Lld 

Schaap and a ll . / 

STEINHAHDT , 

!i/SB 
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De...- General orge: 

I aa oat oonoerned reeardiug a elay w toh 
haa arleen in lllOYing lr& Hireohlllanb. oo.t or -...1. 
wader tl-aYel &l"t"ILI:l{;cmenta aet up 1iy the ir 
!?~aport Co ana tnrough \he requeat o! the St&to 

J?&l"'baent . tir. H.iracbw•an ie on hie c&)< to Turk.e")' 
tG ••• what can be done on the eTa~u&tion of Jew. 
ana other peraecutea ~roup• froc German-ocoupie& 
areas. Hia presence ~n Turkey w111 be moat he1pf~ 
in the urgent task o! the Preaiaeut'a Jar etuce• 
Board OD which I eerTe ith the Saeretary of ar 
and the Secretar7 o~ State. 

It ia m:r unaerata.uding that ,. • .Hirac1::aaa.nn 
... eiven a Priority 3 rating for the travel to 
Turker. ill you please see what can bo done to 
expedite his departure, by noTing h~ into a 
higher Friorit.y olaasification, or otherwiae. 

Very truly youra, 

(IIIIIIMi) IL 11eraatka, '"· 

Secretary of the ~easurJ• 
• 

aj. Gen. Ha~old L. orge, 
Commanding General~ 
Air ransport Commana, 

Departllent • 

.11Pehle :lhh 1~8/« 



. -

)D*. H:Lr•c.tu:Dann :I.e Vice Preei.dent :1n charce o£ ad.ver­tis t.na at. Bl.o~dal.e ' • d e partment "tore, antl i.e preeent.J.y on .1-ve ror eix t.o e:I.S}lt. -eka. a. a ppear• to have a Vtn:'Y 'bi.gh personal. reputat.:I.<Xl and :I.e recardecl - a bri.ll:i.ant. exac::ut.1.-. He ia in hie .a.rJ.y .f'ort.:l.ee and appear• to be a .roroe~ul., ngor­oue and ab.le pe:reon. He haJ! been i.ntereeted 1n ci.vi.e a.ot.i.nt.1.•• and :I.e a member or the Board. o1: Hi.gber Eduoati.on o£ the Ci.ty o .! 
Nettr Yor k. He was active in L&Quard1.a• e £:ir•t campai.gn £or aayor or New rork. He :1a a patron of tbe art-a, pe.:•t;:icuJ.a.r~ TIIU.B1.c, and .founded the .Friend.e o.! M:UJi.c j.n N- York. Ri.e "ffi.:fe i.e Re1..on 
~th, n o ted p1 an1 e t . 

He has n.eTer been vvry act:ive j.n J ewi.sh organ1.7.ati.orus or Jew:t.ah a.t.ta.ira aa s uch,. but he bas been i.ntenae 1..y i.nterested J.n the prob1 - of s &vj.ng the lives of the Jews ot Europe and served for a cae t i.me a.a nee presi.dent of the Emergency Com:d.t t ee t o Save the Jewa of Europe . However • h e r ecentl..y severed cormec­t.i.ons with t hi.e Comm:l ttee . 

Ri.r&cbmann has had t he t ollowing experi.ence 1.n govern­menv s ervice. Dl 1.938, he waa eent to t he Evi.an Conference ae an observer for thi.e government and travel.ed on a di.pl.omati.c pass­port. There he met many of the peopl.e who are now c cmnected n t.h the Intergovermnental. Committee, parli.cuJ.arl.y Lord W:i.nt ert.on 'Who 
i.s the British r epreeenta ti.ve on the Executi.ve col!lmi.tt.ee and -who Hirechmann feel8 i.s thoroug~ i.neffecti.ve. After listening to daJ'l!ll of di.souseion and exp1orati.on and realizing t hat nothing 

concret. and eff'ecti.ve wou1d r esu1t. from the meet.i.ng, Hirscbmann 
mmt to .Austr:i.a and, in c ooperation wi.th !ri.enda there, he 
arranged for several hundred refugees to 1eave tha country. ~ 
~engthy' rep ort was made by Hir~chmann on his observations at tbe 
Con.fe rence. His most recent government service '1f8.8 as epeci.al. 
assistant to W.il J i am Dav:i.a of the War Labor Board when he worked on the Little steel formula. 

He has never been in Turkey before but has spent a great 
deal o£ time in • estern and centr al Europe. 

F. Hodel 
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l./26/44 

.R&'ft:L TOita D1!RI D'I'O~T &miG JUDa 'J'O DPZDITJ: YOUR 'LEPAJmmE. U 'XOQ 
lLt q .OT LEn' Ill' 1'RID.lr IIOltlriWO PLElt6Z: CALL ME J 'f nJE ~.:.&::.strf.Y 

~_) 92d·-P~ 
~. ~. Peh1e 

Aaa ut&Lnt to the Seer• ry 



Mis s Morr~s , in Cb nr1e s Bell ' s office, calle d . 

R e : I ra H.Lrsc.hmunn : 

Miss Morris h as talked to the off ice Ln ch arge 
or Prioritie s in the War De pt. They d l d not s ay 
that t hey Wou.l.c.i. rai s e B:irs chmann ' s pr iorit.y to 2 -
Priori~ 2 i s res erved for combat p ersonnell-- but 
they d ia suy tha t they will s ee t hat he gets out of 

Ali ami in a very s hort time nnd that he gets a ll the 
wa.y thr ough . They will look o u t f o r him and s ee tha t 
he is not delayed further . Miss Morris also said tha t 
the Secre~ need not worry b e cause they h ave been 
assured that Wa r will move Hirs chmann_out quickly 
and that he will not be heltt u p further . 

IS IS 

L f\LO 

'JSE 



I~ J 'I ROt. ,, . 
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( 

K2 NL VIA ii!U 

NA HIArHBEACH FLO JAN 25 44 

JOHN PE~n..E 

7 /O:J -117/SX-9 I TRESURY DEPT OF US 

.... 

t<Do-,d 
J/)11}, 

PUT OFF PLANE HERE CHARIHNG FOR VACATIOt~ BUT THIS IS \•1RONG 

YEAR AM TOLD t·1Y THREE PRIORITY HILL DELAY 1'1E 1\LL ALONG LI~~E 

PLEAS£ HELP GET ME THERE PRONTO SO \.JE MAY NOT LOSE SINGLE 

HOUR IN E~1ERGENCY NO(•J AT FLORIDIAN HOTEL THANKS 

IRA H IRSCH~1ANN ' -
JAN 26 9 18A 

\ 



.&.t the augest::t.on o;£ o-car eax, I:ra Rirao~ cal.l.ed 
too.y to d1.aouaa h:1a COilld..n& tri.p to Turny w1. th )lOser a . Pebl.e • 
.r.uxt'ord, DuBou, Lesser, Fri.ednlan, and Kl.as Hodel.. lit" . RiraclmaDn 
.1.a maJdng the tri.p a.s a prtvate ci.t.i.zan for the purpoae o.f st~­
i.Dg the probl.erm ~ evacuat.:1.na .14nq into Turkey and to put into 
e£.t'eot i.a:ledi.ateJ.y neeeaea.ry oper ations invo'l.ved in au.eh a pro­
gra.m. llhi.l.e lb:" • .Hi.rachmann llao reoei.ved t.ho perm1De~on. o.f the 
state Dl!tpartment t.o make the t.rtp, he was unabl..e t.o obt.ain a 
d:lp1amat:1c paaeport. He st.at.ed. that. t.he t.ri.p 'W11S euggeet.ed. by 
.&mba.ss ado:r steinhardt who i.n-r.lted. b1.m t.o come t.o Turk*~ t.o eee 
what coul.d be done . The "t.rtp i.e not aponaored by any pri.vaw 
organi.zati.ons, though i.t i.e made with the \Ulderet.a:nd1ng that• U 
acti.on can be taken and mone;r i.e needed• tbe J1)C 1l1.l.l. be y\J)jng 
to eup~ the necessary 1'unda • 

Ur. Ri.rschmann f'eal.e that his trip woul.d be consi.der­
ab.ly more at.feoti.ve ti he coul.d be ol.ot.hed wi.th some authori:t • .,-
to act oa bebaU o.f the Goveri~D~~ent or same government agency. 
lfi:t.b tb:Le :1.n mi.Dd, Mr. Cax suggested that he sea Yr . P£.hl.e, 
£eell.ng that some authonty oouJ.d be gi.ven H:l.rschmann to act far 
tbe War Re.f'ugee Board. J:t was clearl.y etated to l!r. Ri.recbmann 
that t.be .Board has not yet met, that no Executi.ve D:i..rectar ba8 
been appo:1nted, and that no one bad any authority t.o act for the 
Boa...-rd at this point. However, it was suggested to l!r. H:1.rsobnmnn 
that the Board would undoubtedly be i.ntereeted :1.n getti.ng any 
i.n:forc.ation he might obtain cancerniDg poss:lbl.e evacuati.OD8 aDd 
the various obstacl es thereto and that such information might be 
cabled to the Executive Ddrector of the war Refugee Board. 

F . Hodel. 


