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Hechaluz Geneva Office M3

Telephon 43924 TATSACHENEERICHT AUS DEM PROTEKTORAT. @ENF,
geschrleben am 5. September 1943,

Chawerim / Freun
auch nur in
néciigten Gelegenhelt ver-
und Juden zu berlchtens

‘Bratislave/ eben vor 2 Wochen angekommen und bin noch nicht
In Ordnung komme, will
blsherigen Heimat,

prtgeblliebenen

hnten iiber dle Tr:
‘alatelle /deutschen,
Angeblich sollten diese
t werden. Die Einberufung

durch Mittellungen und Schwel

Atmosphire geschaffen, dle

LT T T - 4 4
SUSa L€




seinen Eltern und dle anderen wileder allein. Elne Familie wird
‘zerufen zum Antreten., Der Mann 1st krank und transportunfidhig. Die Frau

i«

muss fahren, er bleibt allein zuriieke Alte kranke Leute missen mlt ihren

Femilien mit, Das Antreten 1st rilecksichtsloas. Ein Transport zdhlte immer

1000 Leute. Sie mussten an bestimmbten Tagen alch en der Sammelstelle Mes
sepalals melden. Dort blieb der Transport ungefihr 3 Tage, bls alle For-
ngligiten fertig waren. Dann marschierte der Transport mit GepHick suf der
hnhof, wurde einwaggoniert und weggeschickt. Am anderen Tag trat eln
neuer Transport an. Die Zahl der Transporte aus einem Ort war verschile~
den. Aus Prag gingen manchmal vier, manchmal 8 oder 10 Transporte nach-
einander ab und dann trat elne au ein, da solche sus der Provinz gin-
wurden wesondere Abteilungen geachaffen, geleltet von Kra-
lenten
das Recht, dle
Schaffung. In der
des Hechalusz
sglstrierten : 1 zusammene Sie
srte im Kollektiv entreten. Wir habenm dlese
rimpften dle Eltern um ihre Kinder und
1aammen geher le allgemelne MANE jid. Stellen
»u unterstiitzen, dass dle relbungslos vol sleh gli-
den Betroffenen zu helfen, in elnen tzustand
en dadurch ungmwﬁllt Nnux E

ptlerten erweckten, dle
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oder in verschledenen anderen Funktlonen. Erst spiter, als aus dem

Gerusch /Deportatiomen/ grausame Nachrichten kamen, die iiber Hunger,

schlechte Behm dlung und H11flosigkelt berichteten, fing unsere Stel-
lung zu den Transporten zu wackeln an. Es waren unsere Chawerim die
Ersten, dle die Transporte nicht angetreten haben und verlangten euch
von den anderen dort verbliebenen Chawerlm dasselbe Handeln.
Was bedeute es, dlese Transporte nicht anzutreten? Erstens sleh ver-
stecken. Problem sber, bel wem? Juden oder Nichtjuden? Judemn sind wil-
1ig, sber ihre Existenz 1st unsicher, Nichtjuden waren wenlige, die
bereit waren, in der Sache zu helfen. Man muss bedenken, dass doet eln
schrecklicher Terror ist, se z.B. erachlesst man se der Heldrich-Af-
et versteckt und auch den Elgentiimer
Wohnung. Zweltens dle Le 1sierung der Chewerim als Nozrim ,Chris-
Mer
:-_.'-"';‘-"L“L,"-"..
wurde, war es unser
ola /Diaspora/ voribergehend elnzuriech-
grossen Schlag erlitten. Die ganze Welt,
dle susserhalb des Reiches leben, nahmen
Soneh /Feind/ sktiven Antell. Wie sollen wir uns,
benehmen? Es war nstiirllich bel
sgen den Soneh Mesch

waren

ideologlechen

” ] abor NAGTE
Fragen als aber, unsel

Anschauungen




gonde MItarbelt mit den progresaiven Elementen.

Jjuridische Lage fir gendi
Der Verbindungsmann zwischen lhnen ¢nd uns war unseér Chawer Benzlion
Penerstein. (Nach Heldrichs Tade wurde such er viorhaftet., Nach zwel

Monaten kam asus der Festung iatadt dle amtliche Mittellung,
8aes er aus "Herzschwiche" gestorben
Man kann sagen, dat Juden 1m Protektorat 'stabilislerd
Thereslenstadt sind 5 )0 Tuden, obzwar 7elt zu Zelt von
yvte gehen. Sonst wonisge Juden.
Priedmann. In

(cas.d

1t 90 Arbeltern

aber zu There-

W B
ma

von

1men

and imnmer eine Miglichkelt

etwas Verbesserung der Lebens=

ynnten diese Chewerlim




heimkehrten. tglcklicharwal
denn kehrten sle wieder nac
belten 100 Arbeiter., Ueber
geblich geht es ihnen sehr
chend bektstigts

Die. Lage in Thereslenstadt
nen politischen EKurs gegen
sehyr wlkd. Es

Verhiltnisse

Platz

siech aber allmiRlich gebessert in dieser Hin

Stedt eln Ghetto. Sle haben

Geschédftes, Des

und

Die KA

ehischen Yendermen.

eine sehr hohe Sterblichkel

keit die Zahl wvon

Krankhelt durch. Eingige Fs

ellgemeinen kann

H'g

1 P
1ste. S-al

li\;‘u'_u_'.-;'[é.-r’f

recht erklédrt und man hat e

wegen z klelner Del

bel den elgenen Frauen

Dle Transporte von JUdlsche

lleger

Oeffentlichkelt,

hatte, Er zedchnete sich
.

ordnungen der Aschkenasim

ser traurigen Aufgabe,

-

gewdhlt. Er war lgeme 1

le IEKG war

aber

prisentiert,

schauung, dort herrsche

zu sehlafen, dle Zimm

Ghetto verwalten

o8

ma

waren
v Seite leltete elne Transportleltung.

[eitung war

al

5 B

se dauerte dlese Zelt nur wenlige Monaekte und
h Theresienstadt zuriicks Auf Heldrichgut ar-
dlese asind wir sebr wenlg unterrichtet, ah-

gut,sie sind gnut behendelt und auch ansrei-

war sehr verschieden und hingt vom allgemel-
die! Juden iiberhaupt ab. Am Anfang waren dle

waren dort sehr viele Leute, sle hatten keln

er waren nleht eingerichtet. Dle Lage hat

=1
o

ieht st dle

o Heute 1st

Kance

elgenes Geld, Kino, Theater, Kaffeehduser
K » » ']

344 Minner mit H1lfe von 100 teche-

t it anzureichlich. Ee 13t dort

hwach und

t,- in einer Zelt wrrelchte die téagliche

Ol

Fast ein Jeder machte elne epldemlsche

milien wobhnennheute schon gammen, aber nilch

n sagen, dsss die Judenfrege im Protektorab

s PPaire wurde auch in Theresienstadt das Stand-

von den. Verhafteten asufgehéngt. Sle wa

inige

1kte verhaftet, zZ.B. well sle gerasueht hatien,

U8We

Ler

der unangenelmste und

Mandler, der vorher ein

s der rilckeichtsloseste Durchfiibhrer

hereslenstadt

Chawerim.,

chalom

Do d & A
Bl L B8UB

reé-

Assimllanten

-

L&

al emeine An-

elne

chaten

1d
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Stellen von der breiten Verwandtschaft von Dr. Weldmann besetzt. Ein

ganz aénderes Bild bot die Beamtenschaft und die Atmosphire wie auch dle

Leitung des sphter aufgeltsten Palietina-Amtes. Lelder hat es nicht die
MSglichkelt und dle Mittel gehabt, wie dle IKG. Edelstein war beliebt
und geehrt von allén Juden, auch die deutschen Stellen haben 1hn oft zur
Beratung zugezogen. Splter wurde er zum Stellvertreter des Prisldenten
der IKG ernannt und Im sllgemeinen hat men 1hn als den Reprisentanten
der IKG anerkannt, Jetzt 1st Edelstein In Theresienstadt, wo er lange
Leut an der Spitze des Ghettos stand, bls dle Relchsvertretung aus Ber-
11n aueh dorthin iibersiedeln musste und dle Leitung vollstédndlg In die
Hénde von Eppsteln iibergegangen 1st. Jankew E. 1st wleder der Zwelte,
man sehrieb aber von dort, dass er dennochder einzig beliebte und aner-
kannte Mann 1st.

19
£ 1

Etwas Uber dle zomeine Lage: Selt der totalen

sind hier nur wenige Waren freil. Lebensmlttel und Klelder glbt es

Karten. Selt der Uebersiedlung der Elnwohner aus den bombardierten

Reichsgebleten wurden hier dle Kleiderkarten elngezogen. Lebenamittel:
nen Monat erhdlt man: 1. kg Flelsch, 1.200 gr. Zucker, 70 dk Mar-

dk. Welssmehl und 12 kg Kartoffeln. Zigaretten senr wenig.

bekomme keine.Wenn eine Familie nur von der Zutellung leben soll,

1

Die Prelse am schwarzen Markt sind ungeheuer hoch

Einkesufen 1st mit der Gefahr der Todesstrafe

wollen fiir Geld
herinzubri
Erpihrungslagerist

muss bemerken,

auflehnen milsste.

eine grosse Konzentratlon

"
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in irgendeiner Welse betroffen wire, in g#enﬁut!.onalagarn, Tod, in
" Pabriken im Reich,

Da 1ch hergekommen bin und hiler eine bedeutend bessere Lage gefunden
habe, mdchte ich alle meine Krifte elnsetzen, um meinen

Chawerim zu helfen, Alle Funktlonére

eine Funktion {ibernehmen konnten, bli

unter ilhnen: Iz

1stels

dem
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Moakowlitz (gewes am Re B ek =

™, 1R Y sener bankbeambter auas Humenne )
lerliner aus Humenns

Flein uwnd Sohn (Michalan<)

Appel Slegmand (S8abinow, taubatumn)

foeln (Hamenne )

- iltglieder des 0D, darunter

e 11e Krankhmikamn | ranken,

aWwaganeaern



I's £ aworfenen G ;w'-i:'-f".t".c"f; o ingupsar ﬂ]_“; .1:-114 01N
warden be lgser Qe enhelt von den Bachwarszen

- b

ff Uhr abends auf der Station, 25 Minner wurden

2 lenrrt lagzon herrschie elns un-

Lt uwnd achlROANLeITT, (/] 0
ar August un iy hab en weder vasser nooh Iluft,

aseng wir susaten wir o=




aus;s

-pluttern, ohne Fett, ol

mir zu @lnem Hungert yde




allein, und welitere 2 Minner aus

A pus der 3lowakel blieb ich
- singer Fritz, Frag

dheln Kart, Teplit ~8chbnau-Prag

1 iruppe hat viel Frau Piroski

iie rTos t1ichen waren nolnische Juden, Die
isalE aus Witra zu verdanken; die sich belder Verwaltung eirne Ans-
11ung veracnsd £t hatte und tibs rall womd -|‘| ch hall,

alungen

adte

any ZUuri! ~rgnhelten,
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On Decembar 24, 1943 Jepartment recelved

from the Polisgh Embassy stating that the
8t Bern had received information that the 8 nish ambassedor
in Berlin, 3ting upon instructions Pfro the Government of
innul pasaports thereto fore issued
Were
camps for gitizens
result an December 12 Germun
end took up passports of all
Jeaws. 'epartment desires that
wiss Foreign Offiae requesting

consnlar officers in Cermany
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s 1008

REGARDING:







B que Je vous prie dae twang-
lea avoir iues, Comme vousg
Vo 8 ont pas été regonnus,
is et Mméricaine 1l aug
Sigaes angluisaes ot snérical
tous déportés, co que gig-

J8 Ne POIX zace. ___ Vous qu il Zeut agir, lit
#&ns relard ei on veut seuver OUD ww. . SONDWS,.Jd YodB prie d"slerter
i@ Bulte M,Silberschein dans vetre ville ot d‘agiy Vous-méme,Je
Pense que lee légations en question voudront bien ~&dhi0 qualyusachose
rour protéger ces gens si éprouvés dé6J3,11 e*ugit dos vies humaines,
oudriez vous rendre asux conpulute de ges paye pour leur prdsenter
it on oritiqua de vas Esns.un slmple mot de leur Part disansg
protégont peut las neuver.il fuut que les sutorités du
lnadédiatanant prdvent Blee eltos le,J¢ vous en prio, Modume
‘an®lle gont déjh empri EoRnCo, et 51 o0a a'ugit pas suns
:"H.'.»l..-.“.
“Le Voire intervention pourre lot eauver,Toae las .nglaie ot
interndés du cemps sont outrés ds Yolr leurs puys lapesver
CHE Choses sane vouloir la: defendre,Veuilles ugir sans
"«eb; yue \.u-J,h l[h; Paut les :?I‘_'.s'b"'!r.
itefan




Tréa ochére Madane,

jo me permets de vous Jjoindre doux feuillea gue Jo vous prie de terans-
mettre A M, Jaul Valngort & Konireux aprén les avoir lues,lomms Yous
verros les pepseports ¢e tous los gens do V, n*ont pus ét¢ reconnus,
et 1ls sont tous isolés du reste des Angluls et .méricaines,ll est
cartuin nus si leg représentations diplomatiyues anglulace oF umériocal
nee n'aggissent poo sane delai-ils seront tous déportés,ce que aig-
nifie, vous le savez Tort blen,-

Je ne peux rien fuire a°ich »1 o*eat ches vous qu il Lwut agir,lit

sans relard si on veut sauver ces 500 personnes,Je veae prie d aierter

de spite M, Silberschein dang veilre ville ot 4‘agly vous=-méme,Je

pense cue lee légautions en question vouaront bien faizre qualyuschoee
ur protéger ces gens si éprouvés déJA,11 =*ugit des vies humsines,
oudries vous rendre aux consuluts de ¢es DPays PuLr leur présenter

pithation aeritiqua de Qo8 ganp.,ll pimple mot de leur part disant

u'ile® les protégent peutl L28 Bs « 11 fuut gue les sutoriteés du

camp soient imaédiataemans prev i . yous en prie,Moadume
iam ot ¢ amella sont déjh “agit pas BaDS

rd,ile sont percus,

[
0N

. 4

J* sspére wue votre interventlon pourre lal gauver,Toae leas .nglais et
1érd oad ntarndésg cemps sont outrés de volr leurs puys labsser
vouloir les defendre,Veailles agir sans

gqui peut les sauver,
stefan




Lieber Scholu!

Lelder leider habe
dase wir alle Suedan
fruein ausserhalb avas
die hei urse herrscht
S0 man sLonercion Lpere

asa s¢ ir sind von da

ana wir eind kein
Verivaeter dar .chwel
WagAl unger

behoerden nicht vel

o 18
$ullen
o408 05

jau l aL1l}
Montreax,

ir die trourige Nachricht mitzuteielen,

1
\

anerbuerger ZJo Juden gehesn morgen
g n 4 1]a4 AT Kkanm vor die Fanik
viel Srfahrung,wie-
Y indant hat erkloer)
n “eglervngen nicht bhestuatigt wordem
echmetriénsl Vorige Woche war hier eln
Gobutsmuehy,.“er hat erkloori, dusf or
h.nach Pplsestina von dan anglischen
tasndlgt warae, sacih paben wir ueberhaupt
onenl nient Verstaendigt woraen,lir sind
opsiechen «ddentum, elLie une scl nell schpel.-
aerikuner eplerungin sefort talegrafisch

} AR [}

ar

»
IL.I---f

iblaug gl LIUYUErT, OWeT WauiLgdsenn
1 BYULE LBl lElqallgin Varauniap ,eu,d_ua,. #ie une
getine nuremen,wodenke alo geit 184V kKars,
ir #l¢h lebdndlg veien sollen,Ja musat die

i uf den latsten a8t Judenm
ben zu Jir gu oGhreiben

dgr Hpanische onsol

che
anisachen “eulearunyen

.
anzuweoden,die surueckge=
rnigchen Joden,waiche ulaeh in
2lten, ilhy wuenst slier an-
legrafisch orledipgl werden,
uneeren L DB oL ZIQ gehang
en wnug une droht_ lle Schula wird
gardan wollen uNeE niCLT anariannen
uatausch, Joht man eo0ll namentlicke
ogy Erierfo vom dortigen laicestinesmt,
ennt suok gar nicht voretellen,‘use fuer
EQ Wrustrige M"eo.riocnl aul whsS mnacate,
koennen %u <uck schreiben,bitte su schreiben

%

endluandt wid hokn >

igt echon isoloiext
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.VJ L Lk e ded

Fleischer
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1

Folix
Romana
Marcel

Ealman
Mertha
Jat‘l

Blume

Leon

Lot
Abraham
gugenie
Chuim Leib
Alta Hinda
.‘1‘”]"‘

Rywks

Juda weib
Eteila
Woli
Halens
ghristine
Fuchin
Chaje
sekal o
fyszla
JUVEL

1ta
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Watl
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Melka
sugenie
Nachman
sara
Lesa
gayja
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'J.u JHTLANE

"

detere Jare "
Ischok .
Zwi w
1oek
Brucha
AWiWG
Hachmiel
Prideryk
Halina
Fellicla
Jacek
Iator
Stefan ”
David lHondures
ita w
sgajndle
Ruchla "
ATON W
Lelb Alec,
Bronle, asTe
Jevsy .
Lacar Joste Rioa
Anne Rosalie "
Legine Ly

Peraguay
"

Nigeragaa
n

n

"

Puruguuy

Ll“ D4 NbAUE Sonia L

| Ld bl
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1

Josepf
Frimata
Henryk
Freidle
Doris
Cypa
Alaxpia
Miriam
jehnul
gar:

‘."|

Paraguay
L

Venezuols
n

irice -
gylvia Hel, Costa itice

nouzah Paraguay
Chsna 1ta '

Alina >

Leon Huiti

Lill

Wlsdislew Costa Kioa
g tefania "

Jadwiga o

jara

Jakob
Jenta
Marlem

Parguay
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To:

TELEGRAM SENT

Department Date: March 30, midnight, 1944

L No: lQSB

Code:Secret Charged to:

PARAPHRASE

Heference Department's 1012 dated March 25th.

Following summary of message to Union of Orthodox
Rabbis from Sternbuch: '

"238 Jews interned in American camp in Vittel have
sent urgent appeal. Group, which includes distinpguished
rabbis, saved by receiving various South American pass-
ports year ago. Paragunay and some states recognized
these passports, but other states have not recognized
them. These people were isolated for deportation on
March 20th on the grounds that they are nct eligible
for exchange as they possess merely accommodation pass=

ports.

"A letter from Schabse Frenkel, 11% Wilson Street,
Brooklyn, to his parents in Vittel stated that most of
this group is included in the exchange list of the United
States War Department. The only chance of saving them
is for the protecting powers to inform the Germans officially
that preparations are being made for the exchange of these
people. They will be no burden to the United States if
the exchange is effected since all could go from Lisbon
to Palestine and have veteran certificates.

"Tn addition to the Vittel group there are another
few thousand distingnished persons interned at Tittmoning
and other camps whose rescue should be considered. Possess
little news and no appeal received.

"As a means of preventing deportation there are a few
hundred Germans in Texas and their wives in Cuba. TRubenfeld,
Rosenbaum, Pines, Sternbuch, Vaadha Hatzala.”

HARRISON

DJR/RCG/imp/mjb
Para. in duplicate (Cop




March 31, 1944.

conesiant el ¢

AT
Mr. Tait:

A telegram is being sent to the Department today
on the basis of information received from Mr. Isaac
Stermbuch, who i8s interested as an agent for Jewish
organizations in the United States in extricating
Jews from Axis and Axis-occupied territory, and also
in aiding them there. This telegram is mainly con-
cerned with the condition of a Jewish colony interned
at Vittel and with eIlfoxris to get them out of troubles
which they have got into as a result of being in
possession of fraudulent passports and having made,
falsely, claims To citizenship of certain Latin American
republlics.

In the telegram, nowever, paraphrase of which you
should receive in due course, reference is made to the
cases of Hirsch, Nettie and Lieba Wachtel and Malkae
Hager, all ol whom, according to AI's records, have
heretofore laid claim to American citizenship. In
none of these four cases does it appear that the Depart-
ment has passed on the validity of the claims.

Mr. Sternbuch has represented to the Legation that
these four persons, along with allegedly 234 others who
have claimed citizenship of the Latin American countries,
are now threatened with deportation or other summary action
by the Nazil authorities.

The telegram further states that this Legation, pend-
ing receip? oI the Department's final decision in the
wachtel and Hager cases, has regquested the Swiss authorili-
ties to intervene and request the Germans to take no action
regarding these four persons.

¥Will you kindly take up the matier with the Foreign
Interests Division with a view to having them expedite
their instructions 10 Berlin in the matter.

As far as Thi thers (234) are soncerned, it appears
that this Legation can do© nothing othexr than report the
situation to The Department, as has been done.
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TELEGRAM SENT

Date: March 31, 10 p.m., 1944
No: 1994

Gnda:— Charged to:

PARAPHRASBE

To: Department Q‘k |

URGENT U, S,

lsaac Sternmbuch has approached the Legatlon respect-
ing the situation of Jews who have reportedly been interned
in Vittel. (Refer also to my No, 1968 of March 30.) 2358
persons are involved, comprising adults and children, by
most of whom documentation has been obtalned of ten Latin
American Governments--Feru, Paraguay, Costa Rlca, Honduras
and othera.

[ 0rd

It is represented by SBtermbuch that some kind of
remedlal action 1s being attempted by interested pereons
with the governments whoge officlals abroad have lssued
the false documents which are possessed by these persons.
Alec, 1t has been repeatedly etated that the Biate Depart-
ment hae interested 1tself and that the govermmenls con-
cerned are being urged by 1t to find some means of allevia-
tion by elther complete recognition of natlonallty or 1in
gome other way assuming responsibility for victimized per-
gons, (Advice reegpecting the authentlicltiy of thls report
is requested.)

There has now been received clandegtinely information
to the effect that the German authoritles are abtout to or
may have already removed these persons elsewhere largely ~
because of some alleged actlon by the Spanlsh Embasey at
Berlin as the protecting power of Paraguayans, The Swiss
Divislon of Foreign Interests has told me informally that
the Spanish Government had been requested by the Germans To
ingquire into the bona fides of all suspected claims--not
only Fersguayan--and that clalms and responsibllity were
denied by other governments. There is no complete ploture
of the affair avalleble to me,

The following four names of persons who claim United
Btates nationality are contained in the list of internees
concerned; Malka Hager, Hirsch, Lleba and Nettie Wachtel,

e ——

There

A

NECLAESTFIED
Plate Dent. Latier, 1-11-70

By L H ferke Doe_SER. 22 1972
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There is no record in the Legation of the submleslon of
applications to the Department for documentation as Ameri-
can cltizens of Hirech, Lieba and Nettle Wachtel, In a
list recelved from the Swiss authorlities and tranamitted

to the Department (please refer to the Legation's despatoch
No, 6037 of BSeptember 3) Malka Hager was reported as an
American citizen, The declsions of the Department respect-
ing the ciltlzenship clalms of these persons have not yet
been recelved,

The interested Jewlsh circles in Switzerland and
Sternbuch are fearful of the fate awalting the above-
described group and it is felt by them that 1t may be
poasible to arrange with the German authorities an exchange
of members group for Germans who now may be in North and
South America., Buch exchange arrangementsa, 1t 1s realized,
would require time for negotiations and in the meantime
Sternbuch, pending the submlssion of such a proposal to
the German authoritles, hopes that the CGerman authorities
mlght be prevalled upon to delay any summary action affect-
ing the group., The possibllity was therefore suggested to
the Legation by Sternbuch that the Department might be
willing to telegraph the American Embassy at Madrid re-
questing it to communicate with the Spanish Foreign Office
with a view to communiceting appropriately with the Spanlish
Ambagsador at Berlin in the premises, It was suggested by
Sternbuch that in such an arrangement the Spanish Ambassador
at Berlin might be requested to ask the German authorities
to withhold any action while the peoesibillity of arrange-
nents for an exchange against Germans could be explored,

Accordingly, I am submitting Sternbuck's proposal to
the Departmeént. Urgency is stressed by him, Representa-
tions may also, I have reason to bellieve, have been made to
the International Committee in London and possibly also in
Washington,

Respecting the Hager and Wachtel cases, I am aaking
the Swiss authorities to request the Germans to take no
action until thelr status 1s definitely determlined,

In my Gespatch No. 6921 of December 27 sent to the
Department in microfilm No, 33X the developments reported
in the foregolng were portended,

JKE/mJb:ak HARRISON

Paraphrase to AI-Mr. Tait
3 paraphrases to CA
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Interaats Section, Bern. ) Dateo_April 4, 1244.
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i Kr. Huddle
¥rom: DJR

Attaohed 18

cancerning the

Sternbuch submitted this

be Torwarded to

not yet received a copy of
This message appRars to

and it would conse juenntly appear

Memorandum

another draft telegram from Sternbuch
intereed Jews at 7ittel. At the time
me ssage with a renuest that 1%
the Union of orthodox Rabbis, CA had

f your telegran 1694 of March 3l.
add nothing to your telegram
not worth transmitiing.

REGRADED
UNCLASSIFIED
EFE 29 197

weth Spanish government in Madrid,

Waad Hazala

Sternbuch Rubinfeld Rosenbaum Pines
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N. STERNBUCH'S sone =

vom an Fa.

Union of orthodox Rabbis of
United States
Kew=York

Referring tof our last report regarding the Interned
in Vittel please note that energio proceedings of the
Spain ambassador in Berlin who is not wgtohing the
intereste of the Paraguayan oltizens or watching them
insufficlently is umgently necessary, stop. Acocording
tof communication of Red Oross Geneva an extremely
sharp course is ruling against Jews sinoce about three
weeks so thatyg a partioular firm proceeding of the
Ambassador 18 urgently necessary astop make at once
urgent steps in Paragudy to induoce immediately lntervention
with Spanish government in Madrld,

Waad Hazala

Sternbuch Rubinfeld Rosenbaun Pines






. THE FOREIGN SERVICE
I OF THE UNITED STATE LL OF THE

INITED STATES OF AMERICA

P e

BERN Ziirich, April &, 1944.

Dear lMr. Huddle:

1 have the honor to refer to your telephons con-
versation today with Mr. Hubbard and to state that Mr.
Sternbuch urgently requests you to endeavor to get the
gpanish ambassador and the Swiss Minister in Berlin to
intervene on behalf of the 238 internees who were for-
merly in the internment camp at Wittel, but who have

Y now been removed to a aconcentration camp. Mr, Stern-
buch produced a letter whioh he had just received from
pone of these internees stating that these two diplomates
had refused to take any steps Uo save these persons.

Mr. Sternbuch hopes that ladrid and Bern may be prompted
to instruct their representatives to recognlize these
persons and to prevent their deportation to Foland or,
what is more likely, their execution. He states that
four of these have American passports.

yx. Sternbuch would greatly appreciate anybhing
III you can do to save these 238 internees. Saw ¢

]
't

2incerely yours,

am K, Wob
American Consul General

' J. Klahr Huddle, Esquire,
counselor of Legatlon,
american Legation,
Bern.

AMERICAN CONSULATE GENERAL %

1°Oh 8

i _)
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TOL Znrioch, April 6th, 1944,
SRR AN mTRE N ey

BERN

To the Tegation of
the United 5tates

Mr, J, Klahr Huddle,ohancellor,

BexTne,

Dear Mr, Huddle,

1 beg to refer to the conversation Which I had the
honour to have with you a week ago and heg to express you
my most sincerest thanks for your fribndly reception,

Will you please excuse, dear Mr, Huddle, that I am
obliged to trouble you again te-day, 4s I tald you by phone,
the 238 persons from the different camps of internment in
Vittels (France) have been put, according to the fresh report
I Just received, in a prison of which the place and name ig
ankown,

I therefore ask you to forward 8% once & report
to the government in Washington which the Consulate General
at Zurich will tranasmit yon to-day,

At same time I beg to enclose moreover a direct
communication from me to the Union of orthoedex rahbbls bf
United States in New-York, The government in Washington is
certainly overburdened with work asmd 1t might therefore be
of great use to cable also to the Union of orthodox rabbis
enabling them to pay attention to this argent matter,

Receive, dear Mr,Huddle, my simc erest thanks for

all your sbundant efforts,
Yours pos raspectipnlly,

P.S, T will take the liverty of phoning you Saturday in the

morning in order to learn from you if you have some news
in this matter,

Il-
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Union of orthodex rabbis of United States

New-York

1) Urgent., The 238 interned South-Amerioan oltizens among
them 4 oitizens of USA had to leave on Maroh 3lst the
camps of internment in Vittels (France). They have been

put in a prison of which the Place and name is unknown,

2) The interned persons write that the Spanish and the
Swiss minister in Berlin had declined to grant them
thelir protection,

3) Mske urgent intervention in Madrid and Berne before
it will be too late,
flaad Hazala
Sternbuch Rublinfeld Rosenbanm Pines,
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TELEGRAM SENT

Department Date: April 6, 1944, 5 p. m.

No: 215%

- Charged to:
gjx
T3 URGINT ( r*)
PARAFHRASE

Fellowing is for the Union of Orthodox Rabbils
Veadha Hatzala from Sternbuch.

In my last report with regard to the interned Jews
at Vittel, the substance of whieh the Bern Legation sent
you through the Department of State, the energstic action
of the Spanish Ambassedor in Berlin is urgently necessary.
The Spanish Ambassedor ignores or wetches imsurficiently
the interests of Paraguayan citlizens, (For the Department:
rafer to Bern's 1994 of March 31.)] The ruling against
Jews , sccording to the Red Crosg in Geneva, has been
particularly drastie for about three weeks so that rirmness
by the Spanish Ambassador is urgently necessitated. 7You
are rsquested to act urgently and at once 1n Paraguay
for intervention in Madrid with the Spenish Government.

HARRISON

JEH:mjbsnf
In quadruplicate

¢ coples to ﬁg,

ﬂ‘f‘l’ L3R HTEn
j.l.-‘u.,._ j""-"f. 141 I-?I

LB W& e e SEP 22 137
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NEHORANDUM

April 7, 1944.

¥r., Huddle telephoned to s&y thaet he had just
received word from & IT. 1ternbuch of Zurich, who,
5]

he thousht, wae amsnufaciurer from around 3t. Gell C
]

and who had some connection with the Union of

Orthodox Bebbis here in Switserland. b
Aooording to Sternbuch, he had received :

i

olandesatine word thet all of the 235 peraona -
=

te

rreviounaly referred t0 Who ganticipated being
sent from the internment camp Vittel to some
unknown dsstination, had actually so departed.

Sternbuch added that, scoording %o his
information, both the Swiss and “panish represent-
atives at Serlin had declined in any wige 1o
intervens.

Jir. Hoddle susgested that the foregoing De
brought to the attention of the officere in A.l.
and partioularly to Sisang, since he antloimuted
thet inevitably, there would moat likely be
complaint to Washington that adesuate ateps to
rrotect these people had not been taken aither
by the Leretion or by the Swiss Foreign DIfioea.

B. T, .
Gif&mh - hfﬁHfIT&t :ﬂ_] N greINy '

ka4 {' 1 i i “ *' "J'E 1 P
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Bote: To be forwarded to Dr. Sternbuch
through the Consulate General,

furich.

Barn, April 7, 1944.

Dr. Isaac Sternbuch,
S5t. Gall.

Sir:

This i tc inform you of the receipt of the following
message, through the Department of State, from the Ajudas
Iarael World OCrganization:

“Flease provide complete 1ist of South
Amerioan and Central American consulates in
Switserland whioh issued passports or citizen-
ghip documents for threatened Jews to forestall
eventual difficulties. Jacob Rosenheim."

The Legation will be glad tc transmit your reply to
the foregoing to the Department of State for delivery to
the Agudas Israel World Organisation when it is received
from you.

Very truly yours,
For the Minister:

J. Klahr Huddle,
Oounselor of Legation.
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED

Department Date: April 7, 5 p.m.; 1944 AR
No: 1161 y)
Received: April 8, & p.n.

PARAPERASE @

| The Department has received from London Kullmann's report
rding the conferences which he haa with the Swisa suthor-
8, the Internntional Red Cross, the Palish Minister, ¢

=

h °

Jgentatives of voluntary agencisa and you concerning the
tude of Switzerlund towards those who extended help to
"ineluding Jewish refugees in internment camrs in Prance,
O passports issued by the consulates of American .
A0PuD1108s and the attitude toward persons in cccupied areas
who sre In possessi n_of such documents on the part of the
German suthorities. |The Sovernment of the United States ia
aprroaching the American Hepublies on this subjfect and they
are belne urged, con humsnitarian grounds, and at least ant
iﬂ::;- the tar ﬁtiuﬂ of the war, tf tace no action to _un:il
or to revoke such passrorts and to indioate in any way tha
that they are or may be canceled or revoked or considered
invalid or { *tive. As you are presumably aware, the
: guay has alresdy ndvised the Inter-Govern-

Government of Pars
mental Committes

1€ 6 and the GCovernment of the United States that :
it has not and is not comsidering revoking such passports as
have hl!lll'_,_ ade avallab L “throuzh its consulates. )
_The hops peraists thet more favorable treatment will be e 724
l accorded to P : A8 Jewlsh refugees holding sueh s ey

 those refugees who are not in
~_Io the view of the Govermment of

1d be avoided whioh might Fay T
refugees, denger to thely
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} Germans with a view to inducing them to continue to
recognize the wvalidity of passports of the American Republics
ﬁ-‘ﬂtﬂ possession of refugees in interment camps in France
" and in Germany unless and until the Government which has
. issued the passport takes affirmative acticn to deny its
: - ‘to cancel or to revoke it. | Tt is noted that

K n and others report that the Government of Switzerland

sinst the r-miw- snd others in Switzerland who
t1 aited in obtainine these documents and that inguiries
perning the authority of seme of the officials who have
1hi n;lnaurtl available have also been initisted by the
Government of Switzerland should be
li the view of the Jovernment of the United
Btlh! t[h:!t"tha falidity of the aforementioned passports is
unt in issue at this time andshould not be questiocned by
the officials of the Government of Switzerland in the absence
of positive renunciation of the dccuments by the American
Republics. Sesmingly in any event, such inquiry and action
based on it mirht be postponed until after the termination of
the war on humanitarian grounds if no other and the Government
of Switzerland should be informed in this sense.

The nnpnrtnlut informs you that accordins to a report

approach to tﬁg Oermans would prove completely ineffective
]"'ln w “result in more harm than good. The Government of

. ed States finds it impossible to agree with that point
of view. The Department and the Yar Refugee Board feel
strongly,xk and have reason to believe, that it is most imnort-
ant and can only be helpful to refumzess subject to perseocution
by the enemy that German officials be continously =dvised that
the treatment of Jews and others in occupied areas is being

closely followed in all of its aspects.

Any and all developments rnnpacting this matter should
te reported tc the Department

HULL

/nra
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TELEGRAM SENT

TO:  perartment Date: April 7, 6 a. n., 1944,
No: 2163
Code — Charged to:
DL )

Reference 1s made to the lLegation's no. 1994 of Marsh 31,

There follows herunder the summary of a magsage to
the Union of Orthodox Rabbis from Sternbuch.

"l. I bhave despatched a osourler to Hungary to report
on the situation. 1T suggest that you examine with the

American Government tho possibilicty of arranging an
exchange of Jews in Hungery agalinst German oivillans
from Africa or other territory ococcupisd by the Allles,

2, Please help us procure an unlimited number of
Vatican osrtificates. I could wire to Jerusalsam lists
of thousands of families in Hungary., The certifloates
wore, up to the present times, useful in ocoupled countries
for cbtaining internment ngn{nut axchange .

5. South American passports for 10,000 families as
a stars would be another possibllity for resous. The
passports should bs handed to us conflidentinlly through
the oconsulates in Switzerland of those ccuntries. Sinoce
the recipients are aware that the passports are valld
only for wartime sa a means of saving livos, the passports
ocould not be misused. The ﬂlﬁnrtl would be ziven to
well-known rabbis and other reliable persons only.

4, With regard to resoue possidilities, I am 1ln
constant telegreaphic contaot with Griffel.

5. I have sxtended resous activities to all
territories that are ooccupled. Since October contact
with Lithuania has been int ted but there is now
en route a ocourier with instructions to help prominent
persons and 150 rabbis,

Signed: Sternbuch, Rosenbaum, Pines, Rubinfeld."”
HAERISON

DRCLASEDTED
Blate Yhwpe Lattar, :-11.78

By R H. Peke DadEP 22 1972
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TELEGRAM SENT

l To: Department Date: April 7, noon, 1944
No: 2173

code - D Oharged to: @

PARAPHRASKE

It is desired by Rubinfeld, Sternbuch, Pines and
Rosenbaun that the following be communicated to the
Union Orthodox Rebbls in New York:

"A report has been received by us to the effect that
234 interned South Americans and Tour American cltlzens,
the gublect of my telegram which was transmltted through
the Department of State (No. 1984 of March 31 from the
Legation at Bern), were evacuated to eoue prison of unknown
location from the intermment camp A% V1ttel on March 31set,
It 15 stated in the report that protective oifices were
declined by the Spanlsh Anbassador and Bwliss Kinlister in
Berlin, Before i1t wlll be tooc late, pleage lnTtervene

kadrid and Bern,*

HARRISON

JEH/m )b mk

r!-.T:I'| '._-.' T _-:..:."
th‘ha i3 T | |!_-;._!

By BB Pere 1nie SER 2 2 1977




To:

TELEGRAM SENT

Department Date April 7, 10 p. m., 1944,

cods D Charged to

Peraphrags

Reference is made to the words “?EEEEEEangL¥;iEFtES”
appearing in the second paragraph of the Legation's no.
1958 of March 30 and "Vatican Certificates," appearing
in the third paragraph of the Legation's no. 2163 of
April 7. These words mean certificates of approwval
issued by the Goverament of Palestine for permansnt
immigration of individual Jews to Palestine,

HARRISCN

JEH:af

In tripliocate
Copies to CAand FA
el

DEM ASETETED
Biate Dep, §als 1.7

By i 1 Poks Dute O EP 22 1972
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Sern, April 10, 1944.

Wy dear ¥r. Pedersl Counoillor:

I nave the homor to enclose herewith a memorandum 4

deted April 10, 1944, in which is outlinad the position
of the Department of State with respact to the ilssue by -
represantatives of oertain South American countries of
pass porss toc refugees now in internment oamps in France r
and elseshere in Germany and German-ccoupied tarritory.
At the ssme time I would respeptfully invits your atten-
tion T the wishes of the Department of State as bearing
upon the sitiiude of the Government of Switsexland in
this sffair.

Flease sccept, my dear Mr. Federsl Councillor, the

assurance of my highest gonsideration,

Enc losure:
Memo mndum .

His Excellency
Marcel Pilet-Golas,
Federal Counciller,
Chief, Federal Folitiocal Department,

JEH /mjb




The Department of State has recelived from the Inter-

Governmental Committee on Refugees at London a report
which 18 seid to be concerned wmith conversations had by
Pr. Kullmann of the Inter-Govermnmental Committee, on the
coocasion of a recent vieit to Switzerland, with the Swiss
suthorities, the International Hed Cross, the American
Minister, the Polish Minister, and representatives of wel-
fare agencies, regarding certain Poles, including Jewish
refugees, in internment camps in France, who have obtained
passports from consulates of some of the American Republics
in Switzerland. The report also touched upon the attitude
of the German authorities toward persong in Axis-ocoupied
areas who are in possession of these documents.

The Legation has been informed by the Department of
State that the Government of the Uni ted States ia approach-
ing the American Republics involved in this matier and they
are being urged, on humanitarian grounds and at least until
after the termimation of the war, to take no action to cancel
or to revoke suoh passports or to indicate in any way that
they are or may ve canceled or revoked or considered invalid
or ineffective. Advices have already been received from the
Govermment of Parauguay, by the Inter-Govermmental Committee
and sglso the Govermment of the United States, that Faraguay
has not revoked, and is not considering the revocation, of
such passports as may have been issued by its consular

affinara .



officers.
The hope persists that more favorable trestment will

be accorded to Poles, inoluding Jewish refugees, holding
these passports, than is acoorded to those refugees who
are not in possession of such passports. In the view of
the Govermment of the United States any aotion should be
avoided which might result in the depeortation of these
refugess by the suthorities of Cermany or of UGerman-cccupled
territory, or of ocountries allied with Germany, danger to
their lives or to the worsening of their condition. In
conseyuence, in the opinion of the Govermment of the United
States, all setion of an appropriate oharacter designed to
protect the lives and welfare of these refugees should be
undertuken.

The Govermment of the United f“tates further holds
the view that the walidity of the aforementioned pass-
porte is not at issue at this time, and should not be
quesationed, in the absance of positive remunciation of
the documents by the American Republics., Seemingly, in
any event, investigation of the matter and action based
on 4% might be postponed until after the termination cf
the war, on humanitarian grounds, 1f no other.

In requesting the American Winister to make known
to the Government of Switserland the views of the Ameriocan
mu“m the Department of Stute has
mummu request that the appropriate
officials %ﬁm" of Switserlend approsch the

S i e el e B i e
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continue %o recognise the validity of passporta of the
American Hepublics which sre in the possession of refugees
in internment camps in France and in Germmany, unless and
until the govermments which have issued these paseporis
take affirmative motion to deny their wvalidity, tc cancel
or to revoke them.

The Govermment of the United Statea, finally, believes
that 1t is not to be postulated that an approach to the
Germans on this subjeact would prove completely ineffective
and would result in more harm than good. The Department
of State and the #ur Refugee Board feel strongly and have
reason to belisve that it is most important and can only
be helpful to refugess subject to persecution by the Germans
that German offiocials be continucusly advised that the
treatment of Jews and others in ccoupied areas is being
olosely followed in all of its aspects.

o
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED

From: an&rmantf‘::, Date: April 10, 1944, B p. m.
| T g No: 1221

Codae: - Q’Q’ Raceived: April 11
ol

Followins for the Chief of Mission. NG

Pleese refer to previous communications from the
Department regarding the War Refugee Board, Referring
to the Lepation's no. 1956 of Karch 80, and following
the Department's no. 1161 of April 7, éven though it is
not clear what motlves the Germans have in according
better treatment to Jewlsh refugees of Folish origin who
hold passports and other doouments that have been issued

4 in the pames of several countries of Iatin America, it
- would seem that such motives include the following:

o
c{.t}'-" "J g (1) some enziety that i1l treatment by them of such
aﬂ!‘ g | rafugees might afford the latin American countries involwved
W
Won ¥ ot

®o -
P

/! oiAL

_ , 4 pretext f{or limitine further the economic activities and
‘e 3 the freedom of Germans residing in such countries of Latin
l":.u Americn;

sN7 L

g‘ - () some hope that thase refugees might be considered
/ in the western hemiephsre as exchange material against
Germans there.
- Legation's 1958, March 30. The measure reported in
this telegram may be an indicstion that Garmany 1is be
to ::1 s0me dgu:t:t &8 to whether such Jews lg nmihr::
', Bxo & materiel and whgther the treatmsnt of Germans
‘31;_ j‘,‘.‘!‘l"‘*" Latin Lriu would be &:ﬁu& by such Jews' trestment by
- the Cermans, The Government of the United States regards
68 essential the taking of prompt and effective messures
to dlapel these doubts,

The Legation is thersfore requested to seek the good
oftices of the Goverament of Switzerland in presenting to
the Cermans thet discussions are beink undertaken by this
Sovernment with countries of Latin Americs for s furthe
uuhmtu of Germans in the western hemisphere who are f
present loceted in Germen-controlled territories and that
in this connection the United States considers that all

FICYN=T N /

persons
.lﬁﬂlﬂ,hu.t,l.t.u : ‘ ,
By B Puke Dgia Engﬁ?z LE..J'
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ruu in Vittel and elsewhere holding p-upﬁru and other
caments issued In the names of Letin Americen countries
is:l.l be eliible for exchange ae above indfcated.

& 1-. . The Legation is requested to simultensously ask the
, appropriate Swiss suthorities to inform the German Govera-
, that in the interim the Oovernment of the United States
ots thet the same i-un.i.thl, rights and privilages
be sccorded these la that the Cerman Government
ots will be accorded by the countriss in the western
phere to Ceraans located those countries., The addfi-
statement may be made that a number. of Cerman civilians
by varlous countrles of Latin Americs bave been
in our custody by such countries and are within the
ial United States in such custody at the present

Mﬁrﬂtian of the Legation, the substance of
' 1s velng communicated to U.S. missions in the
intries concerned with the present proposal.
made in such Latin Americen sountries
m suthenticity of the information
mﬂn niﬂlim of the Swiss Government
' informally and to which the Legation's
‘ ,:"L hﬂl reference,
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MEMORANDUM
To:  Mr, Huddle April 11, 1944,

From: Mr, Tait

Dear Klahr:

I have just spoken to Bisang, who has given me
the following information regarding the represent-
ation by Switzerland of the interests of the Latin-
{Eq_r:_lm countries in certain Axis territory:

COUNTRY TERRITORY WHERE REPRESENTED

Brazil Denmark

Columbia Germany, France, Italy,
Japan

Costa Rioca Germany

Cuba Germany, Prance, Italy,
Japan

Dominican Republic Germany, Italy, Japan

Chili Germany, Bulgaria,
Hungary, Italy, Germany,
Japan

Ecuador Germany, France, Italy

Guatemala Germany, France, Italy,
Japan

Haiti Germany, France, Italy

Honduras



'Honduras Germany

Nicaragua Germany, France, Italy,
Japan

Panama Germany, Italy, Japan,

Cooupied China
Peru Germany, France, Italy

San Salvaedor (formerly
represented by Spain, now

by Switserland) Germany, France, Italy

Uruguay Germeny, Hungary, Italy

Venezuela Germany, France, Italy,
Japan.

I also spoke with Nadal of the Spanish Embassy
who tells me that Spain represents Bolivia in Germany
and Italy, and Paraguay in Germany, Italy and Japan.

I am now endeavoring to confirm the protecting
power as regards Brazil and Mexico in Axis territory,
linil}_%z::l;jf:i.fo has confirmed that Portugal rep-
resents u-_'{ interests in all Axis territory other
than Denmark,

I shall let you know as soon as possible with
reference to Mexioco, which is the only remaining
Latin-American country, T

G. T,
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April 12, 1944,

Department's circular telegram December 20, 1941
reported that refugee organizations were veing imposed
upon to create channels for world wide dissemination of
Hazi asgents. Department's Diplomatic Serial 3439 of
January 22, 1942 reported misuse of passports of many
govemments to facilitate travel of German secret agents,
Department's telegram 244 of January 28, la42 specifically
directed attention to use of "frandulent passports” by
Suspect enemy agents in proceeding to South American
countries, and instructed Bemrn to make special investiga-
tion on the subject. Department's Diplomatic Serial 3460
of March 12, 1942 questioned specifically validity Costa
Rican passports reéportedly issued to Axis agents who are
not Costa Rican citizens. Department's strictly confiden-
tial ?1;& Ihstmuﬂtiun of October 22, 1942 recogni zed

motives behind practice under discussion but remarked
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED

From: Jepartmpent Date: April 12, 10 p.m., 1944
No.: 1268
Code: - Raceived: april 14, 10 a.m, @
o
PA SE

The following ia frow the Wer Refaree foard 7.
from Herrisonm, J
5
The Union of Orthodox Rabbhim informs us that 3
& number of ths ‘alestine certificstes which were <

sent from “witszerland to persons whom the Germans
have interned or d+tained heve not reached the
persong for whom they were intended, Dr. Saul
Weinport, whose nddress is ivenue des Llpes,
¥ontreux, ocan furnish further deteils goncerning
these miraing certificstes, Should he confirm the
raport, you are recuested to ask the 88 anthorities
to find out from the German Covernment whether the
gertificetes were loat in trensmission or have bean
withkeld from delivery. If it is found that they
heve been withheld from delivery, pleasé ssk the
Swigg to induce the Cermaun suthorities to deliver
them a2 rromptily ss posaible to the persons for whom
they were intended. Or. Veinsort ahould be informed
if they have been lost, po that he may take steps to
replace them, e spcume that the importance of these
certifiontes to the reraons involved will be readily
apprecisted by the “wisam, A report on the results of
your insuiry 4o reuested. -

HULL
In tripliecate

ra

. Deotaserrrn
Bate Depi. Loties, 11178

By R U Vais i SEP 22 1972



Ack. T-7, to DEPT, April £0Jio, 2510
A.I. 1 6174 to DFY, April 19 -

Department Date: Arril 13,'11 Pim., 944
No.: 1289
Regceived: April 14, 11 a.m.

PARLPHRALSE
From the lur Hefuree Joard for the Uinister.

We have been informed that there aro small groups
efugees from Poland interned st Vittel and at Sergen
n in Sermuny, who claim to be «mericsn citisens,
ratend, wurthermore, that the JCerman suthorities
iire of the dwieas Government concerning the
» V& g of such clasima. You &re inetructed, in this
> eonn ;n,.tn adviee the arprovriate “wise authorities

LIRS proper time that all suoh inouiries should be
+ in substance., =28 follows:

i from the Swiss Covernment of all
stion which ie aveilable to the
j- relating to any cleim to amerioan
asperted by any person who is
* enemy oontrol, the D tment
make a full investisation of such
s inventipation of sny partiosular
wisa Covernment is specifiocnlly '
f by tho Department, it must
imsnt is an american sitizen
porded all of the righta,
%0 which citizens of the
11tk the exception
A 5) that financial
Ly anthorised by the
t) be extended.

TELEGRAM RECEIVED F01 700

o

T O%H
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GF AMERICA
LEGRAM RECEIVED
Mce APR 151944
Frdﬁ?ﬂ - tment Date: April 13, midnlght.F;;ia
No.: 1270
Code: _ Received: April 14, 10 a.mn.

‘ PARAPHRASE

The following is from the War Refugee Board

for the Minister.
Reference ig msde to Legation's 2173 April 7.
Following Department's 1281 of April 10, you
are urgently requested to approach the Swiss Goverr-
ment immediately with the request that they take mll
neceseary action to obtain the ilmmediate return by
the German Government to Vittel of the 238 perecns
who are reported to have been traneferred to s prieon.
A prompt report on the result of your approsch to the
Swiss should be made.

HULL

In triplicate

re
Y s EEN

i e lda

LA IT 1D

By k1t e 00+ 8EP 2 2 1977




To:

Code:

1_1.

TELEGRAM SENT

Department Date: 4pril 13, 8 a.m., 1944
No: 2282
- Chargead to:
PARAPHRASE

I learned on April 10th from the Papal Nuncio at

Bern the details of approaches made to various South

erican governments by the Vatican in an effort to
Work out relief measures for Jews interned in German
or Gemman-occupied territory who hold documentation
issued by those governments. In addition to question
of recognition of documentation 1t appears that question
was raised concerning eventual iomigration to respective
countries in course of possible exchange. There follows
the substance of the replies:

1, Because of laws forbidding admission, Panama
replied negatiwely with regard to Pollsh Jews;

2. Nicaragua and Costa Rics are disposed to recognize
passports issued by their respective consuls up to eig
families. 1If these families are neither farmers nor
industrialists they could remain in these republics only
for the duration of the War:

5. They would be received by Bolivia;

4. Negative replies were received from Guatemala
and Salvador;

5. Instructioms to verify and recognize passports
have been given by Chile;

6. Each case would be considered individually by
Uruguay;

7. The Republiec of Halti could not take any action;
8. Passports could not be recognized by Peru;
9. If the United States and Great Britain did not

mnl":f:t‘lrn :T'n:! ¥ | object

By R B Paris 1.--~.J.S.EE._2 2 19?2
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object, Cuba could recognize passports;

10. The passports of Folish Jews at Vittel have been
recognized by Paraguay.

With the exceptiom of Bolivia and Paraguay, which are
reprasanted by in, all of the above-listed countries
are represanted Germany by Ywitzerland. It is to be
assumed that they will advise their respective protective
powers with regard to any action they take in future
following represantations by the American Government.

The Runcio stated that, in the present reportedly
aggravated situation of certain victims, the Holy See had
requested its representative at Madrid to ask the Govern-
ment of Spain to advise the Spanish Ambassador at Berlin
of the gravity of peril of Polish Jews who have Paraguayan
documsntation and to insist to him upon the urgency of
protection of an effective kind.

The Papal Nuncioy had been informed that the cause
of the trouble arose when the proposal was made to exchange
these Jews for Germans in South America. In the list,
Germany haed included Jews who had Paraguayan passports,
Frotest was made by Paraguay, who said that the passports
had been issued illegally; Paraguay refused to recognize
such passports. The Cermans withdrew as a result and
Spain suspended its protection. The Nuncio tells me
further that the IRC has confirmed this and has promised
its intervention, if the objeotive 1s an exchange, condi-
tioned on action of the Vatiocan.

The Legation does not kmow whether the Kullmann
report, which the Department quoted im its 1181 of
April 7, gives the details of this proposal for exchange
and the results thereof. The idea of exchange was discussed
with Kullmann and I encoursged himvto foster it but I had
not known hitherto that it hed been taken up formally.

HARRISON

JKH:mjbinf
In duplicate
cory rad FA



To:

Code;

TELEGRAM SENT

Department Date: April 13, 5 p.m., 1944
No: 2297

Charged to:

LS
PARAPHRASE

I have commuhicated to the Swiss Foreign Minister
the substance of your No. 1181 of April 7.

Reference my 2282 April 13 reporting activities
in behalf of interned Jews by the Vatiocan.

Kullmann report has not as yet been Seen by me.
Your statement was first official confirmation received,
although I had private intimations regarding the action
of the FParasguayan Government.

Please refer to my despatch No. 5824 dated August 10,
1943, which gives an objective review of the irregular
documentation situation, with particular reference to
consuls of Paraguay and Dominican Republic. Alsc refer
to my 6921 of December 27 which gave first reports on
difficulties of persons in territory ococupied by the
Germans who had been provided with this irregular documenta-
tion. Numperous telegrams on the subject with information
of interest have been dispatched since the latter date.
Since Kullmann did not review the subject in detail with
the legation above should all be consulted as possibly
supplementing the Kullmann report.

As quoted by you, the Kullmann report seems to imply
that the Swiss Government has acted unilateraslly in these
cases without consultation with the govermments of South
and Central America which are involved. This assumption
does not appear to be bome out by the records in several

instances

4
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“Dw No. 2297

instances of which the Legation has knowledge. Reference
my telegram 6087 September 30, 1943 reporting the dis-
missal by the Parsguayan Govermment of Consul Htgli end

to the Department's FSS T8 of October 26 predicting Peru's
positive action in renouncing passports which were
irregularly issued by consuls of Peru and instructing
American diplomatic and consular officers to suspend action
in the csses of all visa applicants presenting Peruvian
passports., Heference alsoc to the Department's 2678 of
FKovember 1, 1943 reporting dismissel of Consul Bauer

by the Dominican Republic.

Impression conveyed that report by Kullmann is
also critical of the Swiss authorities in the measures
heretofores taken by them in endeavors To suppress
irregular documentation traffic.

It is probable that by far the greater part of
this irregular documentation is in the hands of bona
fide refugees from Nazi oppression. It may surely be
assumed that those holding such documentation who are
now interned are not suspect. Without proper contrel,
which id any event would appear impracticable, the issue
has been widespread, and identity has not been proved
although names of persons to whom passports have been
issued are I suppose usually of record.

Swiss authorities have found irregulasr passports
thus issued in possession of suspect persons in Switzer-
lend, and in at least oneé known case irregular documentation
nas been issued to an individual in Switzérland to conceal
identity illegally by & foreign comsular officer. It
was found by the Swiss moreover that there were being
collected fees which were extortionate.

It would appear, on the whole, that the Swiss authori-
ties have been motivated by considarations quite similar
to those which occasioned : t's several circular
and speciel mmutimm in the practice, particularly
with reference to their possible use by agents of the enemy.
Cases were found, moreover, which were deemed of immediate
concern to the national security of Switzerland. Consequently
I feel that critiéiem of the Swiss authorities or of remedial
action taken by them, if such is actually contained in the
Kullmann report, is scarcely justified and would he in-
appropriate at the present juncture,

There is no lack of understanding of or sympathy
among the Swiss, moreover, with those victims who might

find



-J= No. 2297

£ind surcease or means of escepe from Nazi oppression
by use of documentation under discussion and 1 have
reason to believe that the Government of Switzerland
will do what it feels it consistently can to alleviate
their condition. That the Swiss are required to

gaide their activities and relations with several
belligerents in such a manner as not to impair thelr
usefulness as protecting power for many complicated
and difficult purposes can be understood by the Depart-
mmt'

HAHR ISON

JKH /mjb
Paraphrased in dupl.
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FOR INFORMATION

CROSS-REFERENCE SHEET
DOCUMENT FILE

NOTE
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ser. B40.)1  JEMS-ZUROFR = FOR AT tote N, BIRR.

FROM Lmeripgan Interests Sediion, Hern ) DATED April 14,1944,
TO HAME ars 1—uEE

REGARDING: JEWS I FIROPE

e




e FOR INFORMATION

To: ¥r., Huddle april 14, 1944.
From: Mr. Tait

Deer Klahr:
I ecalled today on Fisang with reference to the

-"Iiippa;ﬁtm'ant‘a teleprsm Fo. 1221 of April 10 regard-

ing Jewish refurees.
After I had discussed the matter orally with

) m ‘he asked that the Lesation send him & notice ;
requesting the good offices of the Division in 3
presenting the matter through the Swiss Leration )

lerlin to the Germane. e ssid he did not feel
that he conld otherwise transmit the Lepation's JJ

recuest. He pointed out thut these people were
not Americans snd he felt that he should have at
___..ﬁ_sﬁ':it in the form of & notice

red ateps.
$ rted the attuched notice




FUIHI ]itli-h-ii:‘ilil-.l:il_a.:_ul
CROSS-REFERENCE SHEET

DOCUMENT FILE

NOTE

Aels File

see 840,31  JEWS-FIMOPE . rFor.i.l. Notice Lo. HI&S

FROM _Ameripsan Intereste Se@tian, Bern) DATED _april 14 1944, %
-m NAME irE [ ] Er:
ir:':.
e

REGARDING: JEWS IN EUROPE




: GLEEES |
ricaing, d'une

fts sudsmé
" Bns sont exsctes, il semble gque 1 ~
(e A —m=" lle & la suite d'une proposition d
|ee DO Lt e __l)ée dang Ll'Amérique du Sud. B'ALL
gne svalt Inclus dsns la liste des Julfs gul étalent en possession
[d8'an passeport du Paragusy. Le Couvernement de ce pays protests digant
que ces passeports svelent été accordds 1llégalement et se refusa de
jeg reconnaftre. En consdquence, les autorités sllemandes les rati-
rirent ot 1'Espegne sucpendit sa protection. Le Comité de ls Croix-
Houge confirma Jz nouvelle et gentiment me £it. Dk " Ta liste
photographigue evec les noms des Julfs de Vit nationalité
de leurs passeports. En cutre, toujours en vue 4'un échangs, la Cre
Rouge promit son intervention, conaitionnde & celle di nt-gilge.
L e | e Y
_ I1 était évident gqutuvant de reprendre les tracta-
tions pour l'échange, 11 &tslt nécesssire de rendre aux. juifs de ,
Vittel les pesseports retirds st sssurer la protection dent ils avalent
Joul jusgu'alors.

1=

Le Gaint-8idge, A4 la suite de ma propositlon demands,

_par le moyen de ses représentants, i grgaiug toutes les républiques i
de 1'Amérique latine s'lls étalent disposas « veconnuftre ces pssse- ,
ports et a guelles conrditions. 5
Les rdponses regues furent les suivantes: |

1. Le Gouvernement e PANANA pépondit négativement a 1'interpellation \

‘giranﬂl Juifs polonels, des lois contralres = une telle admigsion |
existent dans ce povs; Y

. Les Gouvernements de COBTARICA et de NICARAGUA zont disposds a

‘Setonnaltre les passeports concddés par leurs Consuls respectils I
T8 concurrence de buit familles, Ces familles, sl elles ne sont -i
8 ‘composées d'agriculteurs ou d'industrisls pourront rester dans
‘ges républisues seulement durent la guerre; ‘
3. Le Gouvernemeént de Bollvie est bien dispesé & recevolr les julfs
‘signalés, meis désire connaftre leur profession.
4. Le Gouvernement de GUATEMALA et SALVADOR regrettent de gevolr
. pépondre négativement, tout en reconnalssant la généreuse Interven-

* TRV r

tion du Baint-Sidge; A




thps des julfe de nationalité sulsse
BN trks triste de leurs cordligionnai- |
Bldes Juifs & Vittel était devenue

s passeports dont 1ls joulssalent,
g des Républigues de 1'imérigue ls-
tdemant du Ssint-S18ge une interven-—
'k dtalent absolument nécesssires

b relative, rrotégés ginsi per les
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J e
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sions pour 1l'échange, 11 étailt nécessaire de rendre aux.
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_ Le Saint-Silge, & ls suite de ma proposftion demands,
per le woyen de ses représentants, & presgue toutes les rdpubliques
de 1'amérique lautine s'lls étalent dis és' & reconnaftre ces passe-
ports et & cuelles congitions. ok 7

Les réponses rejues furent les sulvantes:

3. Le Gouvernement de PANAMA pépondit négetivement a l'interpellatiocn
relative nux juifs polonais, des lols contralres a une telle aduission
existant dans cf pRYS; fdoin ; :
2. Les Gouverfements de COSTARICL et de NICARAGUA sont disposés a
econnaftre les passeports conoddés par leurs Consuls respectlifs
 jusgu'a concurrence de hult familles. Ces familles, sl elles ne sont
. .'~ipﬁﬁf75v1iﬁﬁ.ﬂ3hﬂiicnlteurﬁ ou d'industriels vourront rester dans
. ees républisues seulement dursnt la guerre;

3. Le Bouvernement (e Bolivie est blen dlspose i recevelr lea julfs
signelés, mais désire connaltre leur profession.

4. Le Gouvernement de GUATENALL et SALVADOR regrettent de devolr
'r'zp'n'ndrie négativeusnt, tout en reconnaissent la générevse Interven-

tion du Eaint-Siage;

D
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. .w?.{.;, Cque la situation des Juifs a Vittel étzit devenue

*&h sulte du retrsit des passeports dont 1ls joulssaient,
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April 15, 1944.

Al
Mr. Tait

o o )

Since this subject, if it works out as the Depart-
ment expects, will become a subject for presentation
to the Swiss Poreign Interests Division and probably
involves ultimate exchange as well as the protection
of individuals in enemy or enemy-occupled territory,
I should be glad 17 you would develop the matter.

We recently discussed Falestine certificates. I
have understood that the ce : ves were
not sent to the persons in whose favor they were issued,
but that evidence that the certificates had been issued
was given to such persons for identification and protec-
tion purposes. Moreover, it has been told to us that
these certificates were issued by the Palestine Govern-
ment in Jerusalem. It is, therefore, not clear why
certificates were sent from Switgerland, nor is it olear

in these so-called Palestine certificates, as well as
S Ih lntarvisies Do

¥eingort, who no doubt will come to see you upon your

request, it might be well to keep these matters in mind.

- is sit m, and I am pretty certain
that the British Goverm At would be interested. It might
be well, while awaiting Dr. Weingort's visit, to discuss
the matter with MacKillop, in the event that he is in-
formed regarding it.

Should anything of interest turn up in the course
of your development of the case, I should be glad to
hear about 1t.

lebli

JEKB/mJ3b
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THE FOREIGN SERVICE feads o By h
OF THE P . b teoh s
“\ UNITED STATES OF AMERICA | . . "-"_IE""
w0 A ¥ L
LEGATIQN OF L5, WUER.STATES |
BF AKERICH AMERICAN CONSULATE
800 APR 1 71944 Geneva, Switzerland, April 17, 1944

BERN

Dear Mr. Harrison:

Dr. Gerhart M. Riegner informs me that the matter
referred to in the enclosed cable was discussed upon the
ocoasion of your last meeting and that he is submitting
this telegram for tranamission, sublect to your approval,
to the Department of State for the information of Dr.
Stephen S. Wise.

Any actlon taken in connection with the dispositien
of of this telegram I would be pleased to report to Dr.
Riegner and Mr, Righard lLiohtheim,

With kind wishes, I am

Sincerely yours,

S;Ea..ifé% e
Faul C. 8quire
American Consul

Enclosure:

Draft of telegram, as stated

The Honorable
Leland Harrison,
American Minister,
Bern.
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Dr. Stephen S, Wise, World Jewish Congress
1834 Brosdway, New York,

To:

Frame Richard Lichtheim, Gerhart Riegner, Geneva.

We are of opinion that War Refugee Board in conjunction with
British Government should make special effort to arrange exchange

of Jews in German occupiled countries against German nationals 1in
Allied countries etop Jewish candidates for exchange are in first
place those who recelved Palestine immigration certificates and
whoge names have been notified by Britieh Government to German
Government through Switzerland as Protecting Power stop their
number is about 3500 stop Germany has accepted in principle
exchange of these certificate holders sgainst German nationals

‘but so far no exchange has materialised owing lack Berman candidates
for exchange stop Germany 1s now becoming impatient and certificate
holders who &o far have been kept in special camps are in danger

of deportation etop if a beginning would be msde by an exchange of
&t least a few hundred with prospects of further exchanges in future |
the whole group might be saved stop therefore War Refugee Eoard '
’]hnulu draw up as quick ae poseible full list of all Germans

- “Wﬂ for exchange in North and South Ameriea and in British

_ ire and should together with British Government transmit this
Edkt te German Authorities through Protecting Power stop in view
gituation as described this procedure is of utmost urgency
paragraph af'ter obtaining some practical result 1t should also be
tried to arrange for a separate exchange gcheme for such Jewg who
have obtained South American passporta or other identity papers
from certaln consulates provided respective governmente can be
induced to recognise such documents for thie purpose stop further
Jewlsh candidates for exchange would be holders of visas for
oversea countriss stop this plan of getion is of speeial importance
in view desperate situation Jews Hungary who alsa could profit
from Felestine certificates or other authorised documents or visas
stop It 1s our considered opinion that neither holders of
Pglestinian certificate nor any other groupse can be saved if no
immediate action is taken to enable asctual exchange stop this viaw
ie shared by Papal Muncio Berne and all diplomatic representativas
we have lately approached .

April 17, 1944,
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BERN
Dear lr. Huddla,

I am referring to my visit to your Lagation
on April Tth, and to the question of the Soutn-American panssporta vhich
have besn issued by certmin sonsuls in Berne to m number of Jews, part of
whom are now in Vittel.

As T told you amnd Hip Excellency the Winister,
our office has abstained from tukingany mctive part in the procuring of
such documents. But now that so many people ars in {mminent danger of
deportation and death, we fasl it our duty to be helpful as far as we can -
rander any mesistance in our capacity as the repressntation of the Jewinh. o
Agency for Pulestine.

It is only too natural that our office
receives much informastion on the subjsct and we are constantly preasad
by people here and in Palestine to give information on or mssistance in
this matter. But we are handicerped by the fact that our knowledgs of the
details of this affair is rather limited,

So far I have baen unabls to find cut the
truth with regard to the main point 1 Have the variocus Bouth-American
States recognized the passports issued by certain conauls in Barne or
have they refused to do so ?

When our conversation in Berne touched on >
this subject you have mentioned (if I remember rightly) that Parsguny has ©
not recognized these documents. I have alpo learnesd from privats sources
that Spain as the protecting power has not been informed of any favourable’
change in the attitude of Paraguay or other Siates and has therefors re-
fused to confirm that the papers ars valid,

On the other hand thers ars pesple connected
with this business who say that if not all at leanst soms of the governmeants
in question have declured these passports to be vnlid while ut thas zame
time thess poople mdmit that Spain, as the proteciing power for soms of
these Btates, has not been inforced - a pitustlion dilfloult to understand,

Among the special cases whick have been
brought to my knowledge is also the case of Rabbi SCHOHR and family, who
bave received passports from the Consuls of Coatn-Rica and Nicaragume

Mr. J. Klahr Huddle, 8
Counsellor of the American Legution,

Berne
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I understand that these States are rapragentad by the
Swiss Government.

I shell be most grateful if you could enlight'me on Lhe
subJect by giving me any information you may be abls and willing
to put at my disposal with regurd to the main question mentlonad
above, i.e. what States, ir any,; have recognized the said documants
and what the actusl position le with regard to the B8tates of Paragusy,
Heuador, San Salvador, Costa-Hisa mend Nicaragua.

Should it be true that some of these Stutes huve re-
cognized the documants in question, then the respeotive protecting
powsra should have besn informed and on this point also I would
1like to obtain any informstion you oen provide,

Aweiting your kind raply,
1 sm, dear Mr. Huddls,

most sinecersly yours

# l} L} Fi

WAl A Aon i

Re Lichtheim
THE JEWIiSH AGENCY FOR PALESTINE
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4 7. Klehr Huddle,
LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES Counselor of Les of the U.8
OF AMERICA Bern |

W30 APR 181944 7

——
£

BERN sr Mr, Huddle,

£ §l< o

7 have the ?»E e to refer to my
visit with you end J beg to thank you égain for your
kindness. J hasten to enclose herewith & detallled
1ist of the families interred in Vittel/France ard
who are now lsolsted in sn unknown plsce.-

c J 'ﬁ'ﬁ-i{i_} that by these detslls it
will be sooner possible to save them in due time,
As each our oounts J should be especially thankful
if you would be so ¥ind to assk the Swiss depertement
to treat this matter with greatest promptness,-
Receive, deer Counselor, my sincerest

thenks for all your endeavours and belleve me to be




<y A
Bﬁm#mm
M}'NHKR
AT

BLIK :.?I'il)?!

Marl







B . FOR INFORMATION
35 COPY

e /

MENORARDUM

I spoke to Iir., leKillep with reference to

Palestine certificstes, He said that it has been

s

the practice of the Palestine Government to draw
up lists of persons who will be sdmitted to that -
eountry. Theae lists are forwerded to the British
Government st Zondon, which in turn communigates

the lista to the 3ritish Legetion here. The latier

transmits the lists to the “wiss for forwarding to

TINNT-grEr

Berlin end delivery to the Germsn euthorities.,
EcK{ilop said thet when the Germans recelive notice
t0 this effect, it has resulted in deportation
beine deferred or definitely storped. Some nine or
ten such lists heve heen forwerded sltopether. It
hae also been the practice sometimes to forward
lists of certain Jews whom the Palestinian Covern-
ment contemplated suthorizing entry &t & later
date.

Kekillop addied that so far he knows, there
has been no cese in which these liets have been loat
or thaet there has been a failure to notify the

intereated




‘involved. He was unable to explain
_ WMH emaneted from Switzer=

. hought thet thie wes a misunderstending
of the ectusl procedure followed, He had never heard
of ir. Wei

G. T

OT /dmh

]
-4



Sternbuch hes riven only
partial information

His“representations have
been made resarding

stinian Certificates
? Depte. 1268 Lpr.12)

(Explenstion of procedure in cese
of issue of 5o eslled "Palestinian
Certificates”).




——

: A ALEN r— ‘i.l V!TTéL,.w

April 18, 1944.

Al
Mr. Tait

Dear Mr, Tait:

Mr. Sternbuch called on me Monday afternoon,
April 17th, and, among other things, inguired whether
I thought 1t might be useful if the Swiss were to be
provided with a 1ist of the Jews intemed at Vittel
whose position has recently been endangered for
reascns fully disclosed in cur files,

I told him I knew of no objection to sending them
such a list, and said that I thought it might be of
some use,

I do not know why Mr. Sternbuch has not himself
send the list to the Swiss Foreign Interests Division,
and did not take ococcasion to ask him, since I doubted
that I would receive a candid reply.

In comnmection with your discussions of this matter
with Mr. Bisang, I would suggest that you transmit to
him a copy or two of the lists which are enclosed, for
such use as they may be able to make of the names.

It would alsc be useful to us to know, for our future
guidance when asked by Mr. Stemrmbuch to approach the
Swiss, whom he has been in touch with in the Foreign
Interests Division, and whether it would be mdvisable
for us, rather than to receive such communications
from him for transmission to the Swiss, to refer him
directly to the Foreign Interests Division or socmecne
in the IMivision.

Flease b‘ pod encugh to reply to Mr, Stembuch's
inquiry, iing him the acticn you have taken,

J.K.H.

DECLARSIFIED
Blate Dwpt Latter, .‘.Iéﬂ.‘i
-?"-HMIDH-

PZEHR

/
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Berm, April 18, 1944.

Dear Mr. Squire:
You may inform Dr. Riegner that the telegram trans-

mitted with your letter of April 17 as emanating from
himself and Mr. Lichtheim has been duly transmitted to
the Department of State in response to their desire.

Sincerely yours,

J. Klahr Huddle,
COounselor of Legation.

Paul 0. Squire, Bsquire,
American Consul,

Geneva.

{ e



To:

Code:

TELEGRAM SENT

Department Date: April 18, 4 p.m., 1944 J(

No: 2444 B

_ thrggg to:

PARAFHRASE ‘I

The following is transmitted by this Legation for
the information of the Department and for delivery in
the diseretion of the Department to the addressee.

From Richsrd Lichtheim and Gerhart Riegner, Geneva,
for Ir. Wise, World Jewish Congress, 1834 Broadway, New
York:

, " I.'I’.I

"Special effort to arrange an exchange of Jews in
German-occupied countries sgainst German nationsls in
Allied countries should be made by the War Refugee Board
working with the British Government, in our opinion.
Numbering about 3500 the Jewish candidates for exchange
in first instance are those who received ralestine immigra-
tion certificates, whose names have been notified through
Switzerland as protecting power tc German Govermment by
the British Government. Germany has accepted the principle
of exchange of these holders of certificates, but owing
lack of German candidates exchange so far has not materialized.
The holders of the certificetes thus far have been kept in
special camps are now in danger of deportation as Germany
is now becoming impatient. Whole group might be saved
if, as a beginning, an exchange of s few hundred at least
could be made, with pruspec f _further exchanges in
future. Therefore the War Board should prepare
a full list of all Germans eligible for exchange in
the British Empire, South and North America, as guickly
as possible. WRB should with the British Government transmit
through the protecting powsrs such a list to the Government
of Garmany.

o

1,41

¥

y

-

TN T W/

In view of the present situation this procedure is
of the utmost urgency. BEffort should also be made, if some
practical result obteined, to arrange a separate exchange
scheme for such Jews as may have obtained South American
passports or other identity papers from certain consulates

DELASSTTIED
Blate Dept. Lecer, 1.11.72 provided

PR B o D SEP 2 2 1972
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provided that the respective governments can be induced
to recognize such documents Tor this purpose. Bearers

of visas for overseas countries would be other Jewish
orndidates for exchange. This plan of special importance
in viewm of the desperate situation of Jews in Hungary

who also could profit from Palestine certificates or
other authorized visas or d ccuments. Unless immediate
action is taken to effect a group exchange we are of the
considered opinion that neither the holders of Palestinian
certificates nor any other groups can be saved. This view

'i“l m by all diplomati¢ representatives lately
ached by us, including the Papal Nuncio at Bern."

m 45.

HARRISON

JEE /m3b
Paraphrased in single copy
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YOR (HAMCE 'n.ff.:.-.'iﬁdzl-
TELEGRAM RECEIVED /

From: Department Data: April 19, 1944
No: 1344
Code: — Received: aApril 20, 9 a.m.
T ra

with referecoce to your telegram No. 1994, of March,
31, 1844, the /merioan citizenship of Fersh, liba, and
kettl Wacktel has been established. Flease see the De-
partasnt's instruotions of Webruarry 24, 1944. TYou should
alsc note the Department's instruotion cf Pebruary 24, a
1844, with regard to Isrsel Waehtel, whose clalm te ’
Amsrlican cltizenship has been established sudleot to the

N

provisions of Seoticn 402 of the Nationality Aot of

1940. You are regquested to endeavor to ascertaln from M

¥alka lager the period of residence in the United C

States and well as the name, date and plece of birth of ‘

fathar, ;\
HULL ~

/nrs

in triplicate

nq LA Rl .|
Bisle Depy s

By K H Fusks t.mgm 9
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. MEMORANDUM J/
To: Mr. Hqﬂéla April 19, 1944.
TME:'IIH:[?“H- .I rrﬂm: Mr. Tait
ri‘.":'i APR 2 11844 !
ar Klahr:
R

I refer to your memorandum of April 15 regarding

the Department's telegram No., 1268 of April 12 - 10

p«m., whioh has reference to Palestine certificates.
i My memorandum of April 17, attached, covers my talk
with lMcKillop on this subject.

Dr. Saul Weingort of Montreux called on me this
| morning., The following covers my conversation with
him:

He said that the Jewish Agency at Jerusalem
applied for the so-called Palestine certificates
(which actually means permission of the Palestinian
authorities for entry into that country of a given
individual), From that point the procedure outlined
to me by MecKillop was actually followed, Additionally, : l
the Jewish Agency informed the Palestinian Office at !i
rensva of the names of those approved. The latter [
then sdvises the Internmational Red Cross Committee
and the person concerned, In other words, a given
Jew in Axis territory is informed directly (1) by

-

the l
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the Palestinian Office at Geneva; (2) by the Inter-
national Hed Cross Committee, and (%) by the protect-
ing power.

With regard to the 238 Jews at Vittel, he said
thét their entry into Palestine had been approved
by the Palestinian authorities and that Iondon had
been so informed. The latter, in reply to inquiry
from Jewish circles in Switzerland, said that these
names had been communicated to the British Legation
at Bern. In reply to inquiry by interested Jewish
organizations, the British Legation said it was
unable to state definitely whether 1t had received
these names, but that it was its practice promptly
to transmit names of persons so approved to the
Swiss Foreign Office. The latter stated it had
received no such list, Accordingly, the British
Foreign Office had informed interested persons that
8 confirmation 1ist had been sent on April 3 by
London to the British Legation at Bern.

McKillop tells me that the Eritish Legation was
approached by interested persons on this matter but
that he was not prepared to tell them anything except
that all such cases were handled in the same manner

and
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and that the Swiss were promptly informed as soon as
the names were received. He said, for my personal
information, that the names of all the Jews interned
at Vittel had been communicated among others in four
1ists sent to the Swiss on January 29, February 25,
March 10, and March 23, Since then, the British Lega-
tion had requested the Swiss on April 9 to confirm
the fact that these notices had been delivered to the
Germans, He told me that the British Government had
obtained, some time ago, the assurance of the German
authorities that persons such as the Jews proceeding
to Palestine, would not be deported to the East if
the German Government were advised to this effect.

He said that there had besn a sort of an undsr-
standing with the Germans that Germans abroad would
be repatriated in exchange against such persons in
Germany, but that at the present time there were only
some fifty Germans involved and it was quite possible
that the German Government might say that the agree-
ment had broken down,

Bisang tells me that he is not able to say
whether or not the names of these persons have been
communicated to the Swiss, but this will be checked
and I will be advised in the near future.

From



From the foregoing (please see also my memorandum

of today's date to you on this general subject), it

would appear :

1) that the information conveyed to the

2)

Department is not in accordance to facts.

(the 238 Jews are still at Vittel and the
e i

Palestine “certificateg! have neither been
lost in transmission nor nithhiaﬂ from

A hira
delivery by the Germans. ) ('En.-u ‘514-‘ e

since it would seem that the German author-

)

ities &s well as each of the Jews concerned
has probably been informed through the

three channels mentioned above that he will

be admitted into Palestine, it strikes me

as much more likely thet the German author-
ities consider this group as having been dis-
honest in claiming Latin-Americaen nationality,
and as holding bogus documentation, and accord-
ingly they may refuse to permit them to depart
for Palestine, 1 believe this feature of the
case should be made very clear to the Depart-

ment when we report.

It only remains for me to add that I do not like

this
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this matter at all in any of its aspects. This group
of persons has obtained false papers to which they
have no claim and has endeavered to obtain special
treatment which they would not otherwise have re-
ceived. We are being placed in the position of acting
as nurse-maid to persons who have no claim to our
protection and who are moreover trying to utilize

the services of the United States in assisting them

in their present compromising position.

Enclosure:

My memorandum of April
17, 1944.




—e o PIEREL

| CEBATION OF THE 1ITED
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" MEMORANDUM
M, q,édla April 19, 1944.
FI‘DE: &'p Tﬂi‘t

——

Dear Klahr:

Please refer to your confidential memorandum to
me of April 18 with its enclosure, regarding your
conversation with Mr, Sternbuch. I attach a reply
to Mr., Sternbuch's ingquiry,

During the course of my interview this morning
with Mr. Weingort (which is the subject of a separate
memorandum to you of today's date), I inquired
whether the Jewish cirecles conocerned had communicated
to the Swiss Foreizn Interests Division the list of
the 238 Jews at Vittel, He told me that he did not
know,

When I inquired regarding the present status
of these persons, he told me that according to the
information which had been received clandestinely
from Vittel by interested Jewish organizations in
Switzerland, the 238 Jews received identical trea+-
ment and that they had the sama apcommodations as
other persons at that camp until March 26 when they

DRCLASSITIED Were

Rials 1172

k SEP 22 1972
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were suddenly isolated although kept in the same camp.,
The Germans told them, he said, that they were being
so treated because their papers were not in order. I
asked just what he meant by this to which he replied
that although all the 238,=except four who were
Americans,-were of Polish origin and nationality, they
were the bearsrs of Latin-American passports. The
Germans said furthermore that these Jews could not be
better treated than other Polish Jews. He said thay
indicated that the 238 could not remain at Vittel but
it was not yet known to what place they might at some
future time be sent,

I do not like particularly sending this list of
238 Jews, apparsently all of whom are of Polish
nationality but who are in possession of false
documentation, to the Swiss, However, I have spoken
to Bisang and he said that since it was not possible
definitely to establish whether the names of those
concerned had been transmitted to Berlin, if I would
send in the list personally he would have the mattexy
looked into. I do not believe that we should accept
such 1ists in the future, but that it would ba prefer-
able to refer Mr, Sternbuch and other interested

persons



persons to the Poreign Interests Division,

I inquired of Mr. Weingort regarding the person
to whom Mr., Sternbuch hed spoken in the Foreign
Interests Division. He said that he did not think Nr.
Sternbuch had approached the Division, but said that
Mrs. Sternbuch had spoken with Maurice,

o

G. T.

Enclosure:

Letter to Mr. Sternbuch - as stated.
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Sern, 4April 19, 1944,

3: Sternbuch, Esquire,
1 Vills des Colondalles,
JMontreux.

I refer to your letter of april 17 adiresaed
) Mr, Huddle, with which you enclosed & list of
tein persons interned st Vittel, France.

e list referred to has been informelly §
ated to the Foreign Interests Diviseion of N
- f'ederal Folitical Department, whieh

requested to expedite, so far as possisle,
ent of this matter and, se requested by
rt during the course of his viasits today,
¥ %0 ascertnin whether the Germun suthor-
- been advised of the approval of the

=

| 8 concerned for immisration into Palestine.
1 | Very truly yours,
i e f

] G‘ﬂ_mgt Talt
First Secretary
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Jews in
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handed to me on April 19, 1944,
Weincort, from one of the

wregted in the fate of the E38
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26,044,

|6 yous joindre deux feuilles oue je vous prie de tranes-
‘Weinport a Montreux aprés les avoir lues,Comme vous

& de tons lea gens de V., n'ont yes &t& reconnua.

g du reste des Anrleis et ambricains.ll est

tations diplomaticune anclaises et américai

-ils seront tous déportés,ce oue sig-

» 3'ici et o'est chez youe qu'il faut acir,it
g% ssuver ces 300 personnes.Je vous prie d'alerter
| ein dens votre ville et d'arir vous-méme.Je
ne ons -;h ruestion voudront bien feire auelnuechose
8 8 :

e les léga 1 Ted
rrotérer cea fens éprouvés déjd.Il s'erit des vies humaines.
Voudriez vous rendre aux consulats de ces pays pour leur présenter

1s situation eritique de ces zens.Un simrle mot de leur part disant
"u'ils les protépent peut les sauver.Il faut que les autorités du
cemp soient immédistement pyévenus”..Faltes le,je vous en yprig,liudame
hdem et se famille sont d&38 emprisonnés.et ai on n'arit pas sens
retard,ile son% perdus.

-
ol
7 L,

J'espére oue votre intervention pourra les ssuver.Tous les Anglais et
ambricsineg internés du camps sont outrés de voir leurs pays lsisser
vasger cea chogee suns vouloir lea defendre.Veuillez agir sans
481ni,.C'est aue cela sui peut lea sauver. '

3tefan
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TELEGRAM SENT

To: Jepartment Date: 4pril 20, 3 p.m., 1944,

No.: 2510

Code: R Charged to:

LLL ] T=l1aa

Paraphrase

The Government of Switzerlend hes been requested by
this Legation to extend protection to the wachtel and
Heper cuses mentioned in this Legation's no. 1994 of
Hargh 31, until specifically advised to the contruary,

In the ruture the Lepation will take similar aection in
cages of this kind. On April 14 requested was made for
the immediste return of 238 peraens to Vittel.

It is assumed by the Lesation that the authority
givenl in the telerram referred +o helow to extend pro-
tection to documentation arplicents swaiting decision
of the Department ayplies to such refugee cases only
and does not alter the customary procedure of withhold-
ing yrotection in ordinary cases referred to the Jepart-
ment for decision, such as csses whioh involve expatria-
tion, first time arplication, doubtful loyalty, ecoopera-
tion in the war effort of the enemy, ete. In the
latter cases, the Lepation will scontinue to request the
Swiss representative to withhold rrotection until Teceipt
of the lepartment's depisions, unless Lepution is
instructed to do otherwise.

Refer to Department's 12:9 april 13, 11 p.m,, and
1270 of April 13, midnirht.

HARBRIZON

l'n!:r_‘.‘l.&.fé.‘?IF“:ED
Btate Dar Latzar, 1=11.7%

_-." I- .- "_ n-'fﬂ-lil’d:k.: Date SEF 22 Ig?z

T .r.,!_.,,.q!-:_ﬁi = "



FOR INFORMATION
. copy
eg /
EEMORAN DUM
To: Er. Tait April 21, 1944,

From; ir. Hedryabs

I sent this morning to the Consulate & copy of
the parephrese of the Department's 1344 of April 19,
1844, and esked Senden to prepare such doeumentation

memos &8 the ingtruetions in this telegram juatify.

G

Senden called back this afternoon and stated that 5,

he did not oconsider the stutement contained in fthe =
telepram reparding Hersh, Libse and Hetti Wachtel suf- :—,1
ficient suthority to ask the Dwiss to issue Swise "E;
protective certificstes vulid for residence sbroad, I;i

He said the cuestion in these three cases was not one
of "establisPing" citizenship (for citizenship was
already considered as established when their documen=-
tation erplications were referred to the Dem riment)
but whether they sre entitled to documentation aa
Americen citizens while resident abroad.

Hith rerard to Isrsel Wachtel, Senden expressed
the belief that the statement in the Department’s
tolerram 4id not in any wise alter the stat

e

had had when applied for & psssport st Wersaw,
which time asuthority was given to issue {g im | K
passport vslid for return to the United 51

PR W T e e e D
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i Iﬂf, I discussed the forepoing &nd
' pertment’s instructions of

mld be received soon and since

n will doubtless be lengthy

we hould sweit their receipt. In ad-

1ition it would sppest that the above-nsmed persons will
receive as muck protection, of not more, from the Swiss
on the basis of the Legation's note A.I.llo, 8174 then

witen the memos regurding their right to protection

gere written.
is reparde lMulks Hager, ihe Consulate stetes

thet it hes never received en spplicstion executed
by her, Aiccordingly the Swiss will be requested to
acoept her spplication and surnish the information

resuested in the finsl sentence of the Depertment's

1344,
T. 3. He




MEMORANDUM
April 21, 1944. / ]
CPORTIEM SR §

Al
Mr. Telt:

Thanks for your severasl memoranda on the subject of
intemed Jews in German-cccupied territory and particularly
at Vittel.

There is nc partioular reason why we should not present
the Swiss with the list of Jews in which Stermbuch is in-
terested and who he says have been intermed at Vittel. In
e first instance, Mr. MacKillop gave you to understand
that he had the names of theee people, It now develops
thet, having seen the list of names, he did not have them,
or at least all of them. Moreover, the Department has
spacifically requested the Swiss to intervene in behalf
of these people, und there is no reason why the Swiss
should not know who they are. If we have the list, as
happens to be the case, it is well tec give it to them.
hs to telegraphing the names tc the Department, has it
requested Us Tt do that? I do not recall.

There has never been any intimution that the names
in this 1list are of persons who were in possession of
Palestine certificates. Por sught I know, some of them
Ay have Palestine gertificates, but I have never been
iformed to that effect by Mr. Sternbuch. There has,
fore, been no misrepresentations in that partiocular
The misrepresentations which evidently have bsen
ng Falestinian certificates are quoted by the
would seem, in 1ts 1268, Moreover, the
Wer Refugee Board in giving instruotions
ian certificates without having previously
A mAay arocuse some interest in the latter.

| eventually to work some order out of
I mm returning the file for your aotion
8 Weingort telegram (1268 of April 12).

I-K-E.

DETLASHIFIED
Bimia [t

[.!..._r_ | 1.1.:4

By K H Pargy “III:___S__'E_:_E 32 m



_ MEMORANTUM
To:  Mr. Hg?hla April 21, 1944.

From: lr. Tait

Dear Klahr:

1 have just received by personal letter from
Bisang the enclosed 1list which I sent him relating
to the 238 Jews at Vittel., He said there had been
deley in his reply because the files were badly
scattered. The nsmes of those persons regarding
whom the Division has record have been under-
scored with red pencil at the Division. Bisang
pointed out in this connection that the lists
received from the British and transmitted to the
Swiss Legation at Berw customarily contain the
words "and femily" if more than one person composes
a given family.

You may note that there are a considerable
number of persons whose surnames appear on the
attached 1ist who are not listed as having been
communicated to the Division of Foreign Interests.

Following tﬁia development, I had 2 further
talk with McKillop this morning. He now tells me

that



-

that for a considerable length of time negotiations
have been proceeding between the British and the
German Governments by which Jews now in German
hands, whose entry into Palestine had been author=-
ized by the Palestinian and the British authorities
at London, would, when thelir names were communicated
to the Germans, not be deported or receive other
harsh treatment, in return for which the British
Government would repatriate to Germany certain
Germans held in its custody abroad, whereupon a
number of Jews would be permitted to proceed to
Palestine., It seems that no Jews have thus far
been permitted to leave German-controlled territory
because the British have been able to find such a
small number of Germans they could put their hands
on.

McKillop added that while he could not say that
all of the 238 Jews at Vittel had been included in
his 1lists, he would be glad to check any list we
have (I do not consider this necessary as I feel
confident the action taken since yesterday by the
Foreign Interests Division is sufficient Tor our
regord).

McKillop said that all records regarding Jews

desirous
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58 4.

B =

desirous to proceed %o Palestine were at Londeon and
he thought that any jnterest in the 238 at Vittel
which emanated from the United States might well Dbe
referred to London.

In the 1light of the foregoing, what do you
think if we sent +o the Department the attached
1ist which Mr. Sternbuch recently sent you, list-
ing separately those whom the Foreign Office indi-
cates have been comminicated to the Germans and
those regarding whom t+he Division has no record ?

It seems to me thal this might well Dbe jncorporated
in our report, together with the otheTr relevant
points which you have raised. It looks as though
the Legation has again been misled since it 1s clear
that many of the 238 have not received the neoessary
permission to enter Palestine.

e

G. T.
Enclosure:

List - as stated.



T.J-r'
F cory
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HEIORAHDUM

From: Nr, Tait

Degr Elahr:

Thenk you for your memorsndum of yesterday. I
sttach, for your considerstion, a note to the Swiss
rnrepsred along the lines you have indiceted, and
slso & teleprem to the Department in reply to ite
1268, I hope this fits in with the action yon have
teren snd et the same time meets your wishes of

what should #o0 to Weahingion.

- Gals
Enelosures:

1. - lote, dated today, to Swiss
Foreisn (Office;

[ »

£. = Telegram, dated today, to
the Department.

67 /dmh

1944,

5 T
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7 ™ 06 Burich) .
. L/24/08 TXE/ugy ) R
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED '« i v

Department Date: April 22, 11 p.n., 1944

No: 1400 - j

— Received: April 25, 5 p.m. -

||I L™ - _*

"-1':-'__ -f\".?."’“'i _ The following is from the War Refugee Board for e
. ,ﬁjihﬁ.muur. =
y !:..'- .l'.': !"__ - r':'.
ooty -'jfm.iunt‘l 1181 and 1221, dated April 7 and 10, 2
~ pespectively. i~

% :ﬁhn;r Ma2rid has been furnlshed with full mdvice
jgerning the eltuation of internees at Vittel and at
) sp campe who hold passports, consular documents and
othar ps 4ggued in the naze of certaln Latln American
countries. Excerpts from Departuent's 1221 have been
gent 1o &adrid. The Enbassy was requested urgently to
report t6 the Spenish Government tha precccupstion of
the United States with this matier, informing it of the
diecussione par with Latin American countriss with F -
regard to A further exchange with Germany of civilians,
of the Upited States Governsent's views on the eliglibil-

ity of gons in Vittel and elsewhere nholding Latin
(O o 7 - American papers for such an exchange, and of the fact
AR I, - that this Governmen , expeots thltugtnding guch an
l VS A hange the German Government would sccord the
I | Anternses in question the same tremtment whioh 1t
© | wishee extended to German civilians in the ocuntries
: . Hepisphere. 1in order to assure thatl

possible protestion, the

the Spanisn CGoverngent

n Barlin, and to take imuediate
ssgsion which may have besen

: "gountries of the WesTern

vd about the trestment which

iing papers issued in the

B . i - e " 5 .
B a ! £ B LT
- ¥ 2 - = - 1 Wi e
. \ 9 [ e _.' .__+: .- 1-I: | '1 U | Ll 1" & 7

_Anstructed to request that the o
RRe ever 'ort to secure the
he 208 persons whose evacustion

d By the Legation.



w7 T (No. 1400)

8ternbuch, and other
ﬂl. substance of the
m.;y E ‘the United States
3ily explained to
that Department
oan countries in

- mml, opening the

:,mr

In duplicate

re
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TLEsE el aK "o '-'.."_li. 1Ve ‘a‘t; -y W ¥ BT =re &
¢~ Tnlialy . Barn, .lpr.ril 22, 1944.
wldlvis wenla ! A praveall B0 TESeLVeE PEYY

Dear ﬁ.**ﬂﬁl‘lhi!: TN a8 s Aante
Insofur as the iaformation-ds availavle, I 8= glad
tc answer the gueries contatned im your 1etter of April 17
as follows. :
Aot Wl o Sy —ve aben nemative. setioh
‘We are by no mesns fully informed nsnrdm; action
which me have been taken by the various. South

?Mimutw-:ﬁ.mipom shich b ve been
- consulsr offlcess in

ou were in Bemn, 1 think I stated, with relerenoe
, “thut "the Legation has no infometion which
. cate® the nature of sction whioh Paraguay Bay
hev en with reference %o these doguments, By reason
of its comparatively ssclated condition, this legation
is © \insble to state on &Ny Kiven dute the latest
infofeEtion on ‘fite subject.  Since your visity, however,

gation hes lenm:ed that the Faraguayan Government

' m---mumﬂ u!;_.g_.h —

‘peen notified by whe A\ Tagud
taken by the latter, mox M:{*
i yassador in Berlin has been in-
s Foreign 0ffice 1n Madrid to act
- affected.
i of Parw.s , .
other ccuntrics Anvolved, orma-
nehae recsived Irom & reliable source

i

g _ B pEIvoLe va THat
Brtead the v : -

= e
o T wTa

T WA el A2

npamed 1o ° : TR
ar o § ’ m‘-ﬂlm
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fall liot
lar dogumen T
: “bnrmnul

® seanp deubt
por Semtrel over . L
Buhm would be dimwmm:ul 1:1 i e
pnuan:bnh of dirregular mmm re

Chile has given instructions to verify and
resopnise the pnﬂupurwum shiore Sis

indicutes as hllnn: “

Paname has m-n n-p‘lﬂn
To' I'nlilh Jews.

l Urls mubjwes, | -
ral nmmnlu and Salvadox l:iﬂu ﬁtuh Wﬂim.
1-;.1.* i THia'e am AT ;uﬂlz".r 4

s leOesta Eian and ’Iieauguu Bre dil];ﬂill !ﬁﬂlﬂnﬂw
¢l espaseports issued by their respestive consules to' a |
Jldtnuaber up to eight families; provided that 1D -ﬂn'h;
covt familiers are meither farmers nor industrialists -

o they eowd d wemain in these romb?:.i,uu m!.r for m T )
Frf*iﬂW*tl’m il sibuation
By e avelved. loocident: . shdoh you and
S Urageay will mnuaar mn ﬂnu mwr. X~

olimhg® Febdied 50 me T

' Haiti and Pexua ut-u.urm 1; agtion. ing like
I "'!F ] Ill&i [ ¥ s EaY Falep " o e "'.-I}..L. L e -y
ﬂfim*m mvpmwtt Breat Britain

W
“ U andithe United States intaﬂuﬂn no objecticn.

The Legation hae been in tl; tha S8tgte Department
that the latter is intervening with Iatin American Govern-
ments on the subject, and there 18 a possibility that some
of those govermments which have indicated negative motion,
as shown above, may al ter their point of view as a result
of having the matter brought té.
Department of State.

21 and Bolivia, the
protective power of all the countries named above ia
Switserland. Thether the Swiss 1:_}"- ¢ been informed ﬁ'
the respective goverments named in the premises il

intimation received from a private vern-
ment of Unile had authoriged the Swiss to take up m case
of persons in possession of Chilean dccumentation. I have
been unavle ae yet, however, to verify this statement.
The Legation does not find in 1t8 records eny mention ﬂm

Habbi Schorr and his family. Yeu are aware, of M

"{'t.“
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aat this Legation does not have full liste of names of
W sersons who received these irregular doouments, and 1t
% 45 unsnare mhether such lists have been kept, or, if so,
fiere they might be procured. It sesems doubtful whether
thers has ever been any proper control over the issue of
such documentation, and the Legation is aware of a number

mm suspect persons have been in possession

hile the Legation does not know where there is

,;?%r ed complete information on this subject, having
eference to your remark in the thind paragraph of your

3 t that you are handicapped by

ﬂ o of the details of the sffair, it is

from
that the Wer Refugee Joard is disposed to lend all
the

E

dear £70 instructions received from the Tepartment of

25

ble sss stanve to persons involved, and it may be
t as time on scme tangible action which may
extricate them Irom their pregericus situation
lved. Inc tally, the telegram which you and
r sent in other day on the subjeet of ex-
ed to me be & very sensible endeavor to
some kind solution. Unless scmething like
}' & regularized exchange can be organized, the difficulties
attendsnt upon remedial sotion would seen to ve almost

] insurmountable.

H
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Sinoerely yours,

y J. Klahr Huddle,
l Counselor of Legation.



Note- To be forwarded to
Dr. Sternbuch through
Consulate General, Zurich.

Barn, April 24, 1944.

Deax Dr. Sternbuch:

The Legation has received the following telegram
embodying a meassage to you from Vasdha Hatzala Emergency
Committee which is delivered toc you at the request of
the War Nefugee SBoard:

"Please advise us, after you bave investigated
gconditions at Camp Zelle, what can be done at said
camps and whether you have been able to establish
contact with them."

Sincerely yours,

J. Klahr Huddle,
Counselor of Legation.

Dr. Isasc Sternbuch,
“I MI-
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Note: To be formarded to Dr. Sternbuch
thorough the Consulate General,
Zaurich.

Bern, April 24, 1944.

Dear DIr. Sternbuch:

Refugee Board and the American Government in an endeavor
to alleviate the condition of certain Jews detained in
enemy or enemy-occupied territory, I now have %o inform
you that a telegram % the Legation from the Department
of State, dsted April 22, gives sne following additional
infomation.

The Department of State informs the Legation that the
imerican Embassy at Madrid hss been furnisned with full ad-
vice concerning the situation of internees at Vittel and
at other camps who hold passports, consular documents and
other papers issued in the name of certain Latin Amerlcan
countries. The Embassy was requested by the Depariment
urgently to report to the Spenish Government the preoccuja-
tion of the United States with this matver, informing it
of the discussions pending with Lstin American countries
with regard to a further exchange vith Germany of civilians,
of the United States Govermment's views on the eligibility
of perscns in Vittel and elsewhere holding Latin American
pepers for such &n exchange, and of the faot that the
Uni ted States Government expects TLET, pending such an
exchange, the German Govermment would accord the internses
in question the same treatment which it wishes extended %o
Germen civilians in the countries of the Western Hemisphere.
In ordesr to assure that these persons are given every
possible protection, the Embassy was requested to urge
the Spanish Government to msct in Madrid and in Berlin,

and

Dr. Isasc Sternbuch,
8t. Gall.
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=%t the impresslicr wnlon e wave been areatad Ln
n Lr‘-‘: m.‘ GDI.H'I.?.'I".:-W 5 Tl P‘H‘mm ;1"':ﬂ_-.--'l"" s
,onoernes Sbout Tha SIaa cmant wiseh 19 sacoIvoc
cersons NOLALNE PupatE Lo Berm, April 24, 1944,
coustriss.

The Department of Gtute fartial stetes W=l tue
Dear Mr. Liohtheim:z -~ inotrustad %o regueat e
Teanish GOVermeent o sake avexy affont to sesure the

. r Referring to your levter of April i7 and my reply
thereto 01 M}aﬂ,;&mm inform you that a
telegrem to the Legation from the Department of State,
dated April 22, gives the following additional infoxma-
tion on the subject of activities now being engaged in
by the War Refugee Board and the American Government in
an endeavor to alleviate e copdition of certain Jews
detained in enemy OY enemy-occupied territory.

J. EKlaks Huddla,

The Department of State-infoxms the Legation that the
American Embassy at #Madrid naes been furnished with full ad-
vice concerning the situation of internees at Vittel and
at other camps who hold passporis, consular documents and
other papers issued in the name of certain Latin American
countries. The Embassy was requested by the Department
urgently to report %o the Spanish Government the pre-
occupation of the United States with this matter, in-
forming it of the discussions pending with Latin American
countries with regard to a further exchange with Germany
of civilians, of the United States Goverrment's views oOn
the eligibility of perscns in Vittel and elsewhere hold-
ing Latin American papers for such an exchange, and of
the fmet that the United States Government expects that,
pending such an exchange, the German Government would
ancord the internees in question the same treatment which
it wishes extended to German civi in the countriea
of the Western Hemisphere. 1In © pr to assure that these
perscns are given every possibls protection, the Embassy
was requestied to urge the Spanish Government to act in
Madrid and in Berlin, and %o take immediate steps to

¥r. R. Lichthelm,
The Jewish Agency for Palestine,
37 Quai Wilson,
Geneva.



-2=

correct the impression which may have been created in
Serlin that the oountries of the Western Hemisphere are
not conoerried about the treatment which is accorded to
persons holding papers issued in the names of those
countries.

rtment of State further states that the
® Nadrid has been instructed to request the
: mment to make every effort to seoure the
tel of the 238 persons whose evacuation
p has been reported.

8incerely yours,

' or of Legation.
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TELEGRAM SENT

To: Department g _ Date: April 24, 1 p.m., 1944
No: 2603
Code: ’ Charged to:
PARAPHRASE

Reference your 1268, April 12.

On April 19 Weingort called atv the Legation. He
was unaeble tc state whether authorization for entry
into Palestine had sctually reached authorities of
Germany. Weingort did not seem to be well informed
regarding the fact of the situation, Your statement
that so-called Palestinien certificates were lest some-
whers in transmission or particularly in Switzerland
or have been withheld from delivery was not cenfirmed
by him. (Legation note: HRegarding Palestine certificates
there is apparently some misunderstanding. ther than
t+oc send amctual certificates it is the practice to send
notification to the Government of Germany and to the
persons affected, officially through the British Foreign
Office, British Legation at Bern end Swiss protective
power, that thelr entry into Palestine has been muthorized
by the appropriate suthorities of Palestine. )

| ‘e hd’

It is stated by the British Legation that there
have regularly been forwarded through the Swiss autnorities
to Berlin lists of persons whose entry into Falestine
nas been authorized. The Swiss asuthorities, the Jewish
Palestine Azency in Geneva and International Red Croes
all endeavor to notify the refugees concerned directly.
o instance is known to the British Legation wherein
any lists have been lost or names omitted from the list.

aritish Tegation believes that notifications have all
been made regularly,

‘phoAF NI N7 L

I am not therefore taking further actlon on your
telegram above referred to in the absence of more definite
particulars on which action might be premised. It might
be of assistance in this connection if you =re able to
. indicate just what is meant by reference to "lost pertificates”
" or to indicate the identity of persocns who may have been
~ affected. & PECLASSIVIED
= s ate Dept Letier, i-11-72

‘dupl. (Copy Yo AT) HARRTSON, 1 1t poes ruSEP 29 9777

o
-y
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THE EXECUTIVE OF /

THE ZIONIST ORGANISATION / THE JEWISH AGENCY FOR PALESTINE

GCENEVA OFFICE

Telophone + 29174
Talagrams . Zionorg Geni

Latters : Zlonis Organisatics
a7, qual Wilson, Gandve (Su

RL/DT - 4/14

'LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES Genibve, April 24th, 1944.
3 OF AMERIGA 37, qual Wilkan
k1| .}-r"__ -
RS APR 261344 (e
i
BERN

Denr Mr. Huddla,

1 hava to thank you for your letter of April 2¢nd,
concerning the nttitude of the varlous South American States
with regsrd to the much discussed pmasport question.

Although your letter, for reamsons I fully underatand,
does not anawer all the questions raloed in my letter of
April 17th, your explanations have besn a gront help to me and
I am moet grateful for the trouble you have taken in giving me
this valumble information.

Bolieve me, dear ¥r. Huddle, "
very sincarsly yours —
R. Lishtheim ;j
%

(=4

\J
4

¥r. J. Klahr Huddle,
Coungelor of Legatlon,
Legation of tha United Bimten

of America,
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3 pares one to Tittmann/nf [

TELEGRAM RECEIVED - |’ -
3 'R# &P“Hﬂﬁ; .?i.-.q, gl S5

From:  pepartssnt Date:  April 24, 4 p. =, 1944, /

- ':? No: 1414
Code: - f‘ Received: April 25, 9 a. =,
Paraphrase

From the War Refugee Board for Tittmann at Vatican City.

The message hereundsr has been sent to the Madrid
Embassy.

The Spanlsh Goveranment, on several ocoasions in the
past, due to intercession by the Holy Seo, whose humanitarian
efforts have resulted in saving thousands of lives of parse-
outed refugees in Europe, hes given protection to groups of
Sephsrdic Jews 1n German-ocooupl torritory and after their
release from concentration camps has intervened with the
Germarn suthorities to effect the evacuation to Spain of
such persons.

The Wer Rofugee Board hes received information that
& group of 400 Sephardic Jews, who previously ilved in
Athens, have been recently himu in a concentration
esmp. It 4= vitally esssntial that Spanish proteotion be
glven to the Bephardic Jews in order to t almost
certain death and forestsll depertation to Poland.

You should appresch the sppropriats Spanish officials
and inform them of the situation of the réfugess under
referenge in order te resous thez through the aid of the
Spanish Government. The latter Government ahould be given
full asrursnce that funds for the support in of such
refugess as may be evacusted to that country be avall-
able and that sction to spessd their ds ure from Spain to
pleces of refuge in other countries will be taken promgtly.

Fleron keop the Dapartment iuformed conoeruluyg develop-
pents in connection with the =bove.

Pollowing for Tittmann,
Please l;;:unh the appropriate Vatlean autleorities

| @ AL

"HATAN T N} s

to request the Vetican's support for the adovs,
| DETLASPIED
,ﬂ Bats h‘ Vaties ,[]_]_,'l:

By B K Yk D .
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mapr el o lo Ylel . Lk_’_;___..
NEMORANDUNM \/

April 24, 1944,

During a conversation with Mr, Huddle this
morning regarding the alleaged 238 Jews confined
at Vittel, he indicated to me that mccording to
word he had received from certain interested
Jewish circles in Switzerland, the statement
had bean made that the Government of Chili
had agreed to recognize documents whioch had
been falsely issued by certain of ;Eu;afficiala
abroad., Mr, Huddle asked if I would check this
through i&r, Bisang.

April 26, 1944.
Bisang told me further that Mrs. Sternbuch had
called at the Division (she spoke to the substitute
for Maurice since the latter is now in military

service, )
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) Bhu said that she had received word
thn Jaws concerned at Vittel had

m& from Wr, ':Euﬁﬁla to m#nr Feldscher
and had asked that an inspecto:
to Vittel to make a complete check of the ﬂitun-

A tion, including how, when aml where this group

&-" was at the mﬁm#ﬁi@iﬂ? information which

or be sent at once

would indicate their current

G. ‘.!.'.

GT/dmh
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To be forwarded to Dr.8termbuch
through the Consulate Gemral,Zurich.

LU Bern, April 24, 1944,
= ]
S
Dear Dr.Sternbushs -
with refurence to previous correspondence
on the subject of activities now being engeged in by the Wer 3
He Domrd mnd the Americen Govermment in en endeavour &
to iate the condition of certain Jews deteined in encay (=
or emnemy-ocoupied territory,I now have to inform you that
8 telogram to the Legation from the artenent of State, 3
dated April 22,gives the following additiomnal informetionm. S
=

The Department of State informs the I.a?\tlon
that the American Elhaaﬂmt Medrid hes been furnished with full
advice concern the situation of intermees af Vittel and at
other camps who hold passports,consular documents and other
muﬂ issued in the name of certain Lantin American Countries.
was requested by the Department urgemtly to report to
the Government the preoccupation of the United States
with this matter,informing it of discussions pending with
Latin American countries with regard to a further e with
of eivilians,of the United States Govermment's views on
the #1ligibility of persons in Vittel and elswhere hnl%:g Latin
American papers for such an exchange,und of the fuct the
United States Govermment expects that,pending such an uﬁa,
the German Govermment would accord the intermees
in question the same treatment which it wishes extendsd to
German oivilians in the countries of the Western Hemisphore.
In order to assure that these persons are given every possible

ac the BEmb was requested to urge the afa.n.tnh Government
mm a;:tiﬂn Barlig.md to tale imediate steps to

correot the impression which may have been created in Berlin

the countries of the Western Hemisphere are not concermed
about the treatment is accorded to persons holding papers
issued in the names thoge countriese

The Department of State further states that the Embassy
_has been instructed to request the Spanish Government

%ﬁt 10 secure tho retwrn to Vittel of the 238 pere
tion from that caup hss been reporteds

Sincerely yours

EJ&M/ Jo Klehr Enddle
g

;

Counselor of Legation
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1 L
THE EXECUTIVE OF P i
THE ZIONIST ORGANISATION ' THE JEWISH AGENCY FOR pALi/ STINE

CGENEVFA OFFICE
Telephone - 291,74 Livrdy = . '
AR Gendve, Spril 58h, 1944,
Telograms: Zionorg Gen+v1 LEGATION OF T)iE UNITED 8TATi=1 37, aual Wilkon
Letérs « Zionist Organisation 0F AME daciio
37, qual Wilson, Ganbve (Suisal MERIBA
RLyT=A/14 | pegn APR 2 6 1944
BERN
Doar Wi udle,
I have Yo %hapk you agaln for the alditional
infermation contained in your letter ﬂ; AZ il 244n.
I hoga that the enerzetic ch-h1 take h; vlie Ztata-
Department will show gocd results.

T Klabr %uﬂdls,
foanselor of Iegaiion,

. R. Tiph L‘eim

Iegation of the United State:

of America,
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LosTErNBLON
AMONTRED x

ziipioh, April 25 th 1944,

S0 PRI L

SR LT LY B oL T LA ]

To the hono rable j

Legation of the United 3tates of

Amerioa,

-_,,_,____._

Dear Mr,Gotzinger,
1 beg 0 gend you the following letter for your kind perusal @
After the osgupation of Hungary our work of help of the Jewa
nas to be reduced to the rescue of them from France and Italy.
In these sountries very many respeotable pecple have to keep
themgelves nddden end are longing for the help.
unfortunately 1t {g not quite clear up to the present, if such
o ean sotivity 1g allowed %o Dbe made from thils gountry. Thess
£ paople have %0 be informed so that thay may maks-th;matlvus ready

k;#P abroad for thelr coming over ways whieh are qpiﬂm risky; further
5{ the guides who help them must be paid in order to bring the Bt
& .

i rafugees through the German 1ines to the swiss borders.

One should presume that such @& help be permitted , bhecause we
are applylng thia only to sach refugeas who are regiatered by
the Swisse Fbreign-?nliau-ﬂrfius in "3ut-tu-ha-rnfusuﬁ-liann"
{,8, that guoh refugess,after orogsing the Swiss borders,would
not be refused or gent baok.
1 should be ever 80 maeh obliged to Fyou 1f you ocould XY and
fipd & way 10 alear thls guestion in order %0 enable us to gO
on with the work of rescus. should this matter refer to the
gompe tence of the new delegate for the problems of refugees,
vy, Me,Clelland, I will be ever 8O grateful to you for passing
my to-dey's letter on to this gentleman reque 8t ing him to let
ue have his help, Thenking you onga 8sgain for all your kindness
I beg to rama in,dear ur,Goitzlinger,

very truly fours

- P



TELEGRAM RECEIVED

From: Department ; Data: April B5, 4 p.m., 1944
“ No: 1429
Code:  Brown Received: april 26, 9 a.m,

For the Minister from the War Refugee Board.
WRB No. 4.

Please deliver a paraphrase of the following

message from the War Refugee Board to Isaac Sternbuoch,
Fostfach 187, St. Gallen, Switzerland:

"Greatly pleased with your April 7th
message. OSuggest necessity that sueh couriers
be supplied with larger sums and that such
funds be givenm to outstanding personalities
leaders of communities and former heads of
Yeshiveth to save themselves in whatever
possible manner., Ready supply you additional
funds on request. Vaadhatzalah emergency
comnittee Rabbis Rosenberg Eotler Ealmanowitg.”

HULL
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Let to Mr. Lichtheim
- 4/27 J@/mid X

3RAM RECEIVED

No: la42

PARATERASE

 Reference is made to your telegran Ho. H:*h of
. April 18, lo4s.

With reference to the fourth sentence in the

1.'3 mpﬂuﬂ to the Cermans the primeiple
angi: hnlﬂins Falestine certificates

nner of acceptance by the German
:1on requested above misht

Date: April 28, S p.m., 1944

Reoeived: April 27, 10 a.m.

1'eh&
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) Y FOR INFORMATION

COrY

oF

EEMORAN DUM

.‘a'_lﬁ'.l"il Eﬁ-, l'-i".ll'"q

Getzinper telephoned me this morning Lo say
thet he had Sternbuch with him, who would like to
gee me. I said that he misht esll.

Sternbuch said that sccording to information
he had received by telegram from Vittel (he did
riot seam to wish to po into deteil on how he
received the telesram or from whom) to the effect
that the 238 internees were to be moved from
Vittel to Dreney on april 18. He said the telegram
was dsted April 17. He continued by stating that
two of the number had succeaded in escaping and
thet he had received & letter from one of these
two confirming the foregoing.

Stefnhuah inauired whether there was &ny
further aotion which the Leration could tuke. I
t0ld4 him that the Legation has requeated the "wiaas
to demand the immediste return to Vittel of the
Jewa ﬂﬁﬂﬂl!ﬁﬁi.fﬂﬂﬂ-t&u fermun anthorities. He
asked whether the Swiss had conveyed this inform-
atdion. I told him that I could not snswer definitely,
but that since the 2wiss hed not indicsted auny

oblection
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n to this request, it wiwht be cosumed

haed been ipmediately +ranaferred

. He then seid +hat he +housnt he wonld telk
Bernardini, indli-

the mstter over with Honaeirmeur
onting st the game time that ho oW the Papel

Hunszio two or three times gaoh week.

aT /amh




Bern, April 27, 1944.

Dear Mr. Lichtheim:

Having refersnce to a draft telegram whioh you sub-
mitted to the Legation under date of April 17 through
Consul Paul C. Squire at Geneva, and regarding the trans-
mission of which you were apprised in a letter from me
to Mr. Squire dated April 18, you are now informed that
the Department of State has signified 1its desire to
learn if possible who proposed to the German Government
the principle of exchanging Jews who are the subjeots
of Palestine certificates.

The Department of State would alsc appreciate knowing
the date and manner of acceptance by the German Oovernment
of this principle. Are you by clance in & position to Eive
me the desired infomation?

Sinocexrely yours,
Por the Minister:

J. Klahr Buddle,
Counselor of Legation.

Mr. R. Lichtheim,
The Jewish Agency for Palestine,
37 Quai Wilson,
Geneva.

JiH /mjb



" Tel. to Dept. 4/29 JKH/mib

SN PING MY PO MAT YOG T nbn:b /L /
THE EXECUTIVE OF /)-,5’,1,30

v

THE ZIONIST ORGANISATION ' THE JEWISH AGENCY FOR PALESTINE =

13 . : '- <

GCENEVA OFFICE ?J-“- ’#t’-'i 9

Talephone . 291,74 VE' s TV o '?Eﬂf‘t f. 3 -
Tt Bt e U G Gujr;é\;?UI &111;:“1 28th, 1944

Latters : Zionist Orgonisation

ar. qu;ll;;l.:‘cn; C;‘l::;:u |Suisua) E‘“‘#] e = ?_&i i‘l G{:‘:EJ: 5
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Daar Mr. Huddls,

LEBATION OF TRE UNITER STATES In mnswer to your letter of April 27, concarning thes exchenge
OF AMERICA scheme for holdere of Palestinimn immigration certificates, I can
glve you the [lollowing information 1
RECD APR 2 0 1944

This scheme has passed through several stages.

I n) Three ysars ngo, an exchange of a small number of Palestinian
BERN women mnd children (about fifty) has actually taken place. Thay

were Learsrs of regular Falestinian passports ant happsned to ©ve in
Oarmany or Poland when war broke out. They were [irst inlerned by

the Germans mnd later on exchanged against Ilﬂ'lllt women and nhi.l.drll 3
from Pulestine (Exchange number I.).

b) About 800 women mnd childrem, m
to bBs residents of Palestine (tha hus
ssttled in Palestine) but not yet in
ports, becams aliglile For an exchange
Government. They were granted l.l-:l.n"lrtin
contulning their numes and anddrecses was
authorities by the Protecting Power {Mt:irhnl‘l}a

Thia exchange ncheme never materislised, partly because it wua
impoesible Lo truce the women and children (most of them in Poland
st & time when the mmssmurder ﬂ!’ Jews began), partly becauss the

.Sl'd“ﬂ? a4

\ J negotiations betwsen the Britlsh and the German Governments regardlng

the counterpart, 1.e. the Germans to be exchanged against these
women and children, did not lead to any tangible result. But it
became clear frﬁlthllt n.tj.ntlonn that the Germans had necnptud

3 anging Jewn uut ‘yot Palestinian citlzens

o sattls in Pu.lnt.tnt tgnin:t German nationals
mumbar 11.).

¢} This led to a new sxperimsnt when the persesution of ths Jews
in Holland and othar counkris reached its cllmax. It became known
that belng in possesalon of u Palestine lmmlgration certifloate might
delay or avert deportation., Many people in various countriss there-
fors applied for such certificates. The Jarusalem office of the
Jewlsh Agency submittsd lists of severelthousand namse to the

Govearnment

Mr. J. Xlahr Huddle,
Counselor of Lagation,
lmriuu Legution,

B e



The Zionim Organisation | The Jewish Agency lor Palesine v
Geneva Office Paye .2

Government of Palestine. Certilicutes of immigration were granted - thess
are the so-onlled Zionist Veteruna certificetes - and the 1llsta wers
forwarded through tha Foraign Office to the Protecting Powsr and through
tham to the German authorities in ordar to obtain the relemas of thepe
parsons so that they might smigrate to Palestine.

The Germans 41d not allow thess peopls to leave but in conformity
with their attitude tmken In the cass of Exchange achems number II,
deelarsd themaslves willing to negotiate on mn exchange of such certificate
holdera (Exchange schems number III.). |

We do not know of any German promiss in writing at any given date,
but it ls & fmet that negollatlons on an eventual exchange have hean '
going on and 4% 1s also a fact that several thousani persons to whom
certificates have been granted und shose names ars on the liste trans-
mitted to the German muthoritles, have been separated from the other Jews
in Holland and other countriss and are now concentrated in specisl cumps.

Lately we have basn told that the Germans are showing signe of
impatisnce with ragard to the exchange. The Britlsh GUovernment is |
apparently willing to exchangs German nationnl against thess certificmte-
holders but the technieal difficultiss sesm to be considsrable, mainly
beonune there are not snough German natd hand.

But I understand that a certaln
course of the lmst weeks. It seems that
first 1ist of such sertificste-holders w

as n basis for a first sxchange and that tha British Go
to come to some arrangement. ,

Thin is the position at the present moment. It Le clenr that
theae negotimtions would procesd more quickly if the number of German
nationals sligible for an exchange in British territoriss wers higher
than it is. Thersfors, Ws have suggested that ths exchange schsme under
ravisw should be consideresd aleo by the United States end that German
nationsls in all the Allied sountries should bs taken in%o account.

In submitting these sxplanations I may be allowed to polnt out
that sofar sll the negotintlons concarning the above mentionead exchange
schemes have been conducted betwesn the Britiash and the Garman Govern=
ments through the good offices of the Frotecting Fowsr. What we knmow

i of thess negotimtions has been disclomed to us by tne Purties caoncarned
in an informal way, I would mak you kindly to take into consideration
this special clroumstunce in the case that your Legation should now or
later discuss thess matters with official quarters in Barns

Believe me, dear Mr. Huddls,
most sincerely yours

Hul Llﬂhth.’.‘



Fote: To be formarded to Mr. Stermbuch
through American Consulate General,
Zurich.

Bern, April 29, 1944.

Mr. Isaac Sternbuch,
8t. Gall.

8ir:

With reference tc certain metters which yon discussed
with Mr. Getsinger of the Legation on April 26th, and to
your letter of April 25th, you are informed that the con-
ditions of entry into Switgerland of refugees from Axis
or Axis-occupied territory is a matter falling only within
the competence of the Swiss Government.

The legation does not doubt that the appropriate
Swiss authorities will be pleased to advise with you on
the subject and to inform you fully with reference thereto.

Very truly yours,
For the Minister:

J. Klahr Huddle,
Counselor of Legation.

JKH /m Jb




Bermn, April 29, 1944.

Dear Mr. Lichtheim:

I am very much obliged for your letter of April 28
concerning negotiations in the Palestine certificate matier
and have passed the substance of the information given by
you %o the Deparitment of State in Washington.

Sincerely yours,
Por the Minister:

J. Klahr Huddle,
Counselor of Legation.

Mr. Richard Iichtheim,
The Jewish Agency for Palestine,
37 Quai Wilson,
Geneva.



TELEGRAM SENT

To: lepartment Date: April 29, 6 p.m., 1944
~— No: 2738
L ]
Euﬂa- \C‘:i_') Charged to:
PARAPHRASE

Heference your telegram 1442 dated April 26.

it is reported by Lichtheim of the Jewish Agency
for Palestine that the Gemmans have recently drawn up
a 1list of the holders of Palestine certificates which
gs the basis for first coming exchange has been forwarded
to Iondon. The British Govermment is trying to come
To some arrangement.

The first exchange, invelving abcut 50 women and
children from Uermany snd Foland, took place three years
ggo. First the Germans interned them and later they were
exchanged against German women and children from Palestine.

About 8500 women and children, mainly Folish, were
later declared eligible for exchange by decision of the
British Government, although not yet possessing Palestine
certificates. They were granted certificates and the
112t was handed to the Uerman authorities by Switzerland
protecting power. For various reasons this proposed ex-
change did not materialize.

It is suggested thet you may obtain the exact
of ficial deteils from London ms the negotiations have
been conducted by Switzerland as protecting powey between
the authorities of Germany asnd Great Britain.

bé
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HARRISON

JEH /M3
Paraphrased in duplicate
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Lets. to Buber ST2 -Ne i »
\ and Pilet-Golas 5/2 JKH/4% P/ ;.V_, W P
C’? Gntefion & nigmnlaTone Lk =

TELEGRAM RECEIVED

| i

: Department Date: April 29, 1944, reid,
No: 1l 498

_ Received: Apil 30, 9 p. m.

Paraphrase @

The Tollowing telegram is No. 10 from the War Refugee
Board for Minister Harrison.

_ You are requested to deliver the following te the
- International Red Cross:

it "The War Refugee Board and the American agencies
interested in refugees requests the In:a:pontinnul Red
Cross to approsch the German Government and the satallite
governments with e view to obtaining for Jews and other
sons who are detained, interped, or otherwise conf ined
cauge of race, religion or politicel belief the following: ~ "

=N
-
o

-
_—

(1) treatment to compare with that which is accorded 5
to eivilian internees to whom the Gensva Conventlon is G
applied by analogy at the present time, or, p
(2) trestment of such persons comparable at least ¢
to the extent that they be granted, under the supervision t
of the Intsrnational Red Cross, distribution and reception
of food packagss under guarantees similsr to those in
actice at the present time with respect to civilien "\
ternees referred to in (1) aforementioned. r
. The WRB feels strongly, in connection with the above, that
(1) is ferable and suggests that (2) should be presented ;
only 1T, ﬂmium“ of the Red Cross, (1) cannot be 1
o ~ The ‘further requests of Intarcross that it »”

om local and domestlc sources of supply and
[nternational Red Cross, ufport.unit.iu and
btain food and other nacessities for Jews
\ts of Nazi oppression (who, though not

, have been singled out as viotims of

f prove E:auh e on a baais of squality
spulation in the communities in which they

> rd also desires to call the attentlion
orta of the Board to rescue from

_ C il s, DROLASSTFTED
‘\|+'I‘|. " - ¢ ‘a ., _'_“:;I;#“ ”hhm. =11:T2 t,h'
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Beoupled areas in as large numbers as possible Jews
iOther persons who are victims of persecution., It is
by the WRB that Intercross, through considered
paches to the German authorities and other esuthorities
coupied areas and through any other possible means,
@11 that is possible to facilitate the departure of the
y s in question to neutral countries which may receive
, The War Refugee Board keenly appreciates the humani-
irian activities in which Intercross ls engaged and is
ognizant of Intercross' continuing efforts to bring into
fect the general program outlined above. The WRB is

iy to collaborate with the International Red Cross in

way possible."”

This section is for Minister Harrison from the War
Refugee Board:

"The foregoing suagested if?ruanhna. on the part of
Intercross, to Carman and satellite authorities are considered
by the Board to be of the utmost importance in the achleve-
ment of its objectives. Bearing in mind the recent military
developments, as well as the changing situstion in Bulgaris,
Rumania and Hungsry, the Board has come to the conclusion
thaet efforts should be concentrated at present on persuading
the Germans to better the situstion of the Jews and other
g:rlenutnd groups in territories oocupied by the enemy.

accordance therewith, you are regquested to support in
every possible wey the pr als to Intercross contained
in the present telegram. at any time you believe that
the Swiss Goverrment would fimi it possible to assoclate
| 1tself with these approsches to the Germans, or otherwise
asalst in this %anerul program, you are authorized to
 Buggest informally to the Government of Switzerland that
it take some action in the matter."”

HULL
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Let. to Tittmann b ¥

e 5/2 JKH/mib ) &
TELEGRAM RECEIVED f
i
From: pepartment Date: april 29, =midnight, 1944. .
No: 1502
Code: iR Received:  jpri) 30, 9 a. m.
: Paraphrase

The following telegram is for the Chlef of Miasslon.

Reference is made to the Legation's cable no. 2282
of April 13 and to the Department's cable no. 1221 of
April 10 sent to the Bern Missionm,
.
/ - The Department reguests you to transamit to Tittmann
Jy@ paraphrases of the telegrams asbove referred to, as well
( N\ as the Tollowing, also in paraphrase.
L

| ‘o4

"The Government of the United States of America 1is
most grateful for the generous initistive of the Holy
See and regrets only that it did not have earlier informa- 'S
tion with regard to this initlative onf the part of the
\ Holy See. It 1a the viaw of this Covernment that most,
if not all, of the countries of lLatin America concerned
would withhold their consent to the exchange of refuzees
or even to simple recognition of documents unless it 1s
clearly understood by these Governments they they were not i
expected to admit the refugees to their territories actuslly. f
The puuaihitity exists that the lasck of such assurances in
the negotiations whioch the Holy See undertook has resulted
in the reaponses of the Governments reported and in
Spain's action in withholding protection from the refugees,
It is noted that 238 refugees weras removed from the olvilian
internees' camp at Vittsel while the negotiaticns were in
course; it is also noted that many other refugecs, several
thousands possibly, are reported to face the ger of
being deported to Poland.

- . On April 11, 1944 a ¢ircular airgram was transmitted
~ to diplamatic Missions of the United States in the Latin

ol an countries concerned, A paraphrase of that alrgram
18 hereunder,

Circular:

-,i::nriuun.Iﬁniii-rqtt.nlru. Switzerland, has

ed the Department that the Forelgn Interests Division

1 ss Government has advised him informally that
'nment of Switzerland hsd been requested by the

by & B Puis Due SEP 22 1972 =
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German authorities to investigate the bona fides of pass-
ports issued in the nemes of certaln countries of Latin
America and which passports are now in the possession of
{internees in areas controlled by the enemy, and further
that the Latin American Governments concernsd have denled
responsibility as well as any claims made by the persons
under reference. The Department requests you to ingquire
through the appropriaste authorities of the government to
which you are sccredited whether that government has
received from the Germans, through the Spanish Government
or otherwise, =ny such innquiries with regard to the valldity
of the passports in the possession of the internees in
question. In the event that such inquiry has been made
by the Germans, the Department reguests you to &ascertain
if a reply was made to the inquiry and, If so, the nature
thereof.

Since the situation of the internees is a most parilous
one, it is believed that in order to safeguard the lives
of these unfortunate victims of German persecution probably

| the only course is to initiate negotiations forthwith
througzh proper channels by which the internees in question
. will be considered as eligible for an exchangse with
nationals of Germany. In contemplating negotiations
regarding such an exchange, it is not expected that such
persons will be physically admitted, even on a tentative
or temporary basis, into the territory of the government
to which you are accredited. It will be the entire
responsibility of the Government of the United States to
make all arrangements required to route these people
elsewhere.

Having in mind the foregolng, the Department requests
you to appro=ch the government to which you are acoredited
with the request thst its approval be glven to the proposal
that the Government of the United States approach the
Government of Cermany through the proper channels with a
view to initiating the nsgotiations aforementioned. The
Department also requests you to advise the appropriate
authorities of the government te whioh you are accredited
that corresponiing requests are being made of other countries
of Sotth America since it is the ho s Govsernment of

w—

e of the Governme
the United States that it will be able to spansor exchadge
discussions on a hemispheric basis, Further, infors
suthorities that it is “‘aﬁrﬁtﬂﬂﬂ,-nf'qgnr!ji

s,
and of
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inform such

such negotistions which may be entsred int
an exchange, the Government of the United Sta
consider unquestioned citizens of the United ;

countries of South America in & categor 'lﬁﬁiﬁtﬁhg
to priority over others. ey R i




“5-

. The GCovernment to which you are accredited should also

i requested on humanitarian grounds to approach affirmatively

Brough the protecting power, the German Government with

he demand that the lives of all persons holding passports

susd in its name or making claim to its citizenship

msad on the possession of consuler documents be safegusrded and
‘internees be given sll immunities, rights and

pivileges granted to enemy nutiopmals, who are civilian

¥ 5 to whom the Ceneva Convention regarding the

~ treatment accorded to prisonars of war is applied by
analogy at the present time.

. . Becsuse of the imminent danger in which the persons

*  concerned find themselves, you are requested to act as

- - Quickly ss possible in the matter under reference.

Finally, there is communicated to you, for the purpose
of transmitting it to the government to which you are
accredited, the substance of a cable which the Department
has sent to the Bern lLegation for Minister Harrison.

(This note is for Minister Harrison. A paraphrase of
the Department's cable no. 1221 of April 10 followed at
this point.)*' End Adrgram Ciroular.

Our Mission at Madrid was also asked to request the
;gppﬁrtinr the Spanish Government in the efforts under
scussion, .

[ -
.
*

The Department reque sts you to transmit to the Holy
See the substance of the foregolng communic ation and to
express to the appropriate Vatican officials this Govern-
ment's wmmappreciation of the efforts masde by the Holy
Jee to rescue the refugees concerned; also express the
hope that the Holy See may find it possible to collaborate
in this Government's effarts by supporting the actions
teken in latin America and Spain and which have been
detailed in the present communication.

The Dug?rtnnnt further requests you to obtain confirma-

tion and, possible, elaboration of the details reported

in the Bern Legstion's cable no. 2282 of April 13 to

the Department and included in the present message, and

clarification the spparent contradictions in the .

information cfntainsd therein respecting the action taken £
i ! by the government to which you are accredited, In view
a of the urgenty of the matters under reference, prompt
action is obviously necessary. Flease keep the Depart-
ment advised. You will be kept informed of developments
by the Department.

The substsnce of the Toregouing is being sent to t ;
~_Apostolie Delegate in Washington for his 1nrnnmntiun.'h' '
nf: In duplicate HULL




TELEGRAM RECEIVED

Papartzent Date: April 26, mién : . R
"o 1503 lﬁ“mu“'

'-.:I'I:'é - -

[ == Received: ar 1. U &.m:. g

PASAPHRASE

WRB No. 6. For Harrison.

The Board greatly appreciates the inforaation
i¥en in Legation's 2262 April 13. Had 1t known
o ‘of the Vatlcan's efforts, it would have 8
- them with sssurence to Latin American countriess
Aloated below. Under the circusstances the Depart.
ment's 1221 April 10 becomes more urgsnt and the Legn-
lor ;.1 raquested, Af 1t has not mlresdy done so, to
roceed accordingly with all possible desparch.

H;un mtu in thh oonnection that, in contem-
I:Ilt:l.ht ¢ in the Weatern Hemi-
sphers hﬂn Anerican sporte, the
United anw nuent has pdvised in Azericen
nmtﬂtl i __ .ﬂ: eéxpeated to admit any of

%o their territoriss, but
ade for them in temporary

pnﬂﬂlnmu communicated
.’lq are, in light of
wm: Averican nlssions

i also with the Vatiean,
qn thie basls the
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MEMORANDUM CONCERNING JEWISH CIVIL IHTEREES
IN GERMANY - PARTICUIARLY VI D 7 L.

- [P Fa A

(GL)
INTRODUCTION;

Jue to the various interventions of political ropresenta~

tives , institutions such as thae international Red Cross,
Jewish organisations and some private individuals, a great
deal of confusion has been created in the above mentioned
matter. It has, therefore, become necesoary to make a

general report, dispensing with a1l details. Only then will
it becowe possible to create a clear pioture of the situation,
in order to evaluete at their proper merit the ateps which can
and ought to be taken. Many of the civil prisoners who are of
Jowish descent are in danger of their lives, especially thoss
held interned in Vittel, but it is not unlikely that the same |G
situation exists also in other camps for ﬁﬁ imi‘umﬁ:. Bl

THE CAUSS OF INTERNMEN Ts

In view of the complete nx%-armmttow-nﬁ--:

u-":_ =5

ocoupled by the Germans, rela.%ivaﬁ mﬂ. Mnm u.g, ;1 an
Jewish welfare and political organisations 'i'.m sought means
end ways of saving at least am bt thasa people. One of
tle means consisted in pm;n:[ﬁﬁ:lg proof of citizenship of

one of the belligerent powers, Citizens belonging to
belligerent states (also Jows) were put into eivil interument
¢anps, where they all had equal treatment, whioh in general

‘was guite satisfactory. Any person in possession of a
Walid passport, stating that he was a citizen of an aneny

atate, was interned in moh a camp by the Cermans. In most
cases naturalization papers were sufficient; originals were
Bardly ever asked for, an muthenticated photo copy was satugh.
Even a demmnd in writing coming from a consulate ver questing
that documents be submitted in order to make ocut a paseport
would suffica, The willingness of the Gormamas to put anybody

Who could produce such a document into s oivil intopnment

camp, without examining the matter any further and without
taking into consideration the religion or descendancy of
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such persons, as waoll as the good treatment prevailing in
puch camps, is obviously due to their desirs that their
nationals should bte egually well treated in enemy countries;
and to the fact that they wished to gather material for an
eventusal exehange of interned persons.

The necessary legliiimation papers were obiesinable through
various consuleles, mostly thoase of the Joulh American atateds
High prices wera often paid for such papers, s human lives
wers at otake. Through the consulstes in Switzerland peag-
ports were provided for Paragusy, Honduras, s fow also for
Haiti end Peru; while paseports for other Bouth American states,
suoh ms Chile, Bouador, Costa Rica ste. could be obtained inm
the United States and Sweden. " '3

In this way about 10,000 Jews from the oceupied territories
entered the civil internment canps of Vittel Iuii'hm, Eit#mﬂw.
The owners of certificates for I';;'uat ;

sl |_, i d T fap ) 0 : .: T ' - f :
H' ] \1““# like those mentioned above, but holds
-
! ol As the doouments in guestion had been :
conguls ui'thm;ﬁ thajm mm tmnfﬁ

1 meinly in Stitnarlnpﬂ. - the

: - o August/Gentomber). L]

ae W Jewish international er, q"b&m gopecinlly in the U.S.A.
1 b PSRy in oxder to have the psssporte formally ackmowledged. In
o N,._', s ) mﬂ of our hiﬂﬂ#ﬂ ptated, that the pesoports had been
, e 4= = fsauod by the consuls entitled thersto, that thoy merely sexve
R. _.-I"'r;'f‘?a;l';-_-:"' _, b 3 'ﬂ{nmnu of saving the persons in question from a sure death,
' ’] :,‘ig':?ll:,;‘.:?h-;-'; k ', ﬂ# ﬂnt theoe pecoports camnot be used for emigration purposes
4 4;_{,“_-3 et Qﬁh wﬂ usually only possess a photo copy of same). In
' "v’*'.‘,:”i- -41' \--“ ~ any ocase it wan Toreseen that these internés should be given
e ‘Back their original pasoyorts after the cessation of hostilities.

Rodg 'We tock all these steps as we fesred thatas soon as the Germans
learned that various consuls had been dismissed, they would

L "
%“" begin to raise objections to such passports. is e mattear of



fast a commisoion from Berlin visited Vittel on Jecembex

10th 1943, looked over the passports of the Jewish internés

and took them back to Berlin for further examination. There-=
upon we redoubled our efforts in view of having them officially
recogiised; steps were also talten by the Polish, Belgian and
Duteh Legations, whe saw their citizens getting into great
danger. Interventions were aloo made via the Apostollc
Hunoiature, i.e. the Veticen. The verious wiresa despatched

in this matter, as well as the steps taken by the indiwvidual
legations were not coordinated, which lateron was the cause of
miaunderstﬁﬁdingﬂ. The various governments rescted differently,
and in the course of time changed thelr opinion. TFaragmay

f.i. first of all replied in g negative senge, agresing lateron
to acknowledge the paseports issued, but refising to acvept

the exchsnge stipulation, having nobody to offer in return.
Peru declared to be unable to accede to our request, as the
protective power (Switzerland) does not went to sssume the
representation. This informstion was commnicated to the
Polislh legation here by their governmentsj ﬁﬁ1!ﬁ; hnuutur,
not clear and must be elucidsted. Haiti demanded a list _'
the passports issued and the Pulﬁuh.gnvﬂxnmlnihﬁﬁ-ﬁhhﬂgﬂ ;
wished 4o lave & statement indicating those countries ﬂﬁiﬂﬁ Rk
would come into consideration, and a list of 51191
These statements were given to the Polish Legal
far g8 I know they did pot go any further, 'ﬁiing tﬂn *raluminnu.n
to be transmitted by wire. 4As will Be seen lateron, it would
be important to communicate the hames of the individuals in
gquestion. Other replieswere received by the Munciature.

. From a1) this it would sppear that the whole situstion ls

very confused, with the exception of Paraguay, who definitely

_acknowledged the passports issued by ite consulates. It is
i j"t'l , howsver, that the peracns in guestion are not mentioned

or knosn by name either to the respective representative in
Switzerland or in Spain,

Inspite of the examination which took place on December
10th 1943, the situation in Vittel remained unchmnged up to
Barch 19th 1944, On that date we xecelved the infornation
quoted below wihich was conteined in a letier :
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-thuir hhq:l.#t, mal:‘iuning #hnah: ngmes and atating e
that thu? are under ite safeguard. This statement :
‘given to the camp leader as well aa to the mm:lau 0ffice i‘n

0f the 434 persons of Jewinh descent internmed here,

232 of whom we lave a list in our files (a copy of which we
sttach hereto) have been isolated in order to be deported
lateron. We do nst lmow the resaons for this isolation, but
the porsons in guestion were informed that they are protected
by no one, as neither Switzerland nor Spain (Spain scting ﬂ
protective power for Paraguny) heve iﬂi’umi unmw a! he
intention %o take care of them, am :
offer in exchange. The E'sian
thet they had had no information
nents either concerning the
possession of dmutﬂ- i
us to Mmmwm#m ﬁmid inter

3“1“0 —] ' "HD H-'l -T

4s tha mﬁar was very umna; ;

gamp leader told them they stillhad a fow weeks'
that they should take the necessary stsps. On the 1Bth
.  ‘however, Gestapo agents arrived suddenly fron Paris
%o house containing the 232 persons was surrounded. Thay
$0ld to pack their belongings and prepare for dspariure

\during the next day. They were assured that they would remain
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in Drancy and s soon s notification was received fyom the
protective power they would not be deported eny further.

The two internés escaped that same evening.

Lataron we received news that 80 persons were deportad,
Bt that 20 returned the next day. For whal ressons this waa
done we du not lknow. We only know that the gnards mentioned
"we have brought back these people as we are afraid of trouble”.
From this we gather that the situation of these people is vexy
dangerous and that everything should be dome to save them =
without paying attention to formalities. The best way would
be:

1. for the protective power - only Switzerland enters
into consideration - to declare on baais of a uommuniul#inn
from the American legatién in Berme, that these people fnsnhi;
those in Vittel as well as those who have been sent to Drancy)
might eventually be used for an exchangej

2, to issue o commnication ataﬁingu#f?f='”‘“'
further deportations similar preven 2
epplied to German citizens in the Tn

it wonld be best to rtgisﬁaz the inil:nih lﬁ:nuﬁr now with the
protective powers.

I would furthermore suggest that the men who escaped
fyom Vittel and who ere at present in the orphanage in
Lausanne f;;nnnl!tlﬂﬁ'nnd:ﬂnﬂalnnnkj be gquestioned.

- ﬂ'ﬂg -

GENEVA, May 1lst 1944.






