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Communiqué No 228

Gonéve, lo lor aoflt 1944

L'ACTION DU COMITE INTEHNATIONAL DE IA CROIX-ROUGE
g
EN HONGRIE

Pour compléter les informations fournices précédcm-
mont sur son activité on favour des Juifs do Hongrie, lo Comité
international de la Croix-Rouge communique les renseignements
sulvants :

Les délégués du Comité intornational & Budapest
peuvont, avec l'assontimont des Autorités hongroiscs, visitoer
les maisons et los hBpitaux désignés pour rocevoir des Juifs,
Los délégués so sont rondus non sculement dans un cortain
nombro de cos ilmmeublos, mais aussi dans doux camps de rassem-
blemont. Dos actions de socours en faveur do cos camps sont
actuglloment on vole de réalisation,

Le Comité international de la Crolx-Rouge ne voue
pag seulcment toute son attention au probléme de l'assistance
aux Julfs on Hongrie; il s'omploie en outre, par l'entremisc
de sos Délégations & Budapest, 4 Buparest, & Londres et &
Washington, 4 faciliter leur émigration,

Des Iinformations ultérioures secront domnées sur
ce point.

Le Comité international envisage do renforcer nota-
blemont & brof délai, sa Délégation do Budapeost; il a décldé
égaloment l'envoi on mission d'un Membre du Comité international
de la Crolx-Rougo dans cette ville,
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CTIVITIES OF THE INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE OF THE %
RED CROSS IN HUNGARY :
.Following on provious information concerning theilr p-."
activitios in behalf of the Jews in Hungary, the International S
Committee of the Red Cross now give furthor detaills. Ei
’ Acting with the consent of thc Hungarien authorities, E
the Committee's delogates in Budapecst have been able to visit e
houses and hospitals  assigned %o Jewish inhabitants, .?
Besldes & number of such houscs, the delegatos have Inspected i\
two assembling centres, to which relief is now being .
furnished. k)
- Besides giving their most careful attontion to the N
[ E problems raised by the relief activities for Jows in Hungary, .
i the International Committee are endeavouring, through their
delegates in Budapest, Bucareat, London and Washington, to
facilitate the emligration of Jews from Hungary. Information
concerning these steps will follow,
The International Committee furthermore intedd to <)
incroase, in the /Shortf;fbfg}aﬁho staff of thexr delegation :

in Budapest, and havo also docided to send onof%hs Committoo's

members on a ppecial mission to the Hungarian capital.
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1.. Die Schwelzerische Bundesreglerung, als Vertreterin de
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r britischen Inte-

ressen in Ungarn erteilte ihrer Gesandtschaft in Budspest den Auftrag,
allen Personen, die im Besitze sinsr Einwanderungsgenehmigung (Einwande-
rungszertifiket) nach Paléstina sind, einen Sciutzbrief suszustellen.
¥it Riicksicht darsuf, dass dile Slowakei mit England vor dem Krlege Alcht
in diplomatischen Bezlehungen stand, erfolgte die Zutellung der Einreise-
genemigungen nach Palistina an Juden, dle ihren Wohnsitz in der Slowakel
haben, such im Wege der schweizeriscien Gesandtschaft in EBudapest, Die
schweizerische Gesandtschaft behandelt alle Fille als ungarische, es 1st
i{hr euch nicht bekannt, welche Personen von Inhabern von Zertifikaten
ihr Domizil in der Slowakei haben. Die Vertretung der Interessen der Juden
in der Slowakei versah im Auftrag der Judentrale in Bratislava das Palés-
tina-Amt der Jewish Agency in Budapest.
Wir bitten:
a.) die schwelzerische Gesandtschaft in Budapest mige dle

durch die Falidstina-Reglerung sutorisierten Listen der

Zertifikatsinheber der Zentrales der Juden in Bratislava

gur Verfiigung stellen} damit festgestellt werde, fur wel-

che Juden in der Slovakel Zertifikate vorhanden sind. 1o

1=3
4

b.) Das schweizerische Generalkonsulat in Eratislava mige &
beauftragt werden, die in dieser Angelegenhelt ausgeilbte |
TEtigkeit der Gesandtschaft in Budapest such in Bratisluwa =
fir die Slowakei zu praktizieren. =3

¢.) sollte unsere Bitte ad. b.) nicht durchfiihrbar sein, er-
suchen wir, dass die schweizerische Gesandtschaft in Bu- r
dapest beauftragt werde, dass sie fir dle 1n der slowekel |
lebenden Juden dleselben Schutzmessnahmen treffe, wie in |
Ungarn.

Beutrale Staaten erteilen Juden in Ungarn felsepésse, durch welche diosoﬁ:
die Auswenderung aus Ungarn ermoglicht wird. wir bitten =
dass die megierungen dieser neutralen otaaten auch den h«
Juden in der .lowakei diese Vorzige gewahren sollen.

Ple umgearische ogisiung als such die kompetenten deutschen stellen haben
den Juden in Ungarn, die suswanderungsmoglichkeit haben, dle .migration
ermoglieni, ir Diuten

dass jesne vellen, sowohl dle bel der ungarischen neglerung
als such bel den deutschen wtellen die nitigen Interventionen
vornehmen, auch die gleichen Interventionen bel den in Frage
kommenden Stellen (dels die slowakische Reglerung und deut-
sche Stellen) und die gleichen Schritte unternsimen sollen.
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Reply 8/4 RIM/mjb ~

\ . SN PIND YT MO YT ATINDT oA

: THE EXECUTIVE OF
THE ZIONIST ORGANISATION / THE JEWISH AGENCY FOR PALESTINE

GENEVA OFFICE

Telephone : 291.74 Geng . i 3 44
Telegrams : Zionorg Gendve L SISV, o -

\\':// 37, quai Wilson
Letters ; Zionist Organisation
37, quai Wilson, Genave (Suissa)
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le 1 sofit 1944

Q?Tx?".)ﬂ

Congerne 1émigration des Juifls
de Hongrie

Uher ¥onsieur,

24 julllet z.c¢. concernonut " o T; sotine ¢
et 48 youas fowrnir a ce sulet encore leés
glons qué voicel:

Toutes les listes des persomnes (ou fmailles)
ulves en Hongrie auxouelles un certificat d*immigration en
alastine a été pecordé se trouvent dejd en possession de Lz
légntion Suisse A Budapest. Cette légntion est maintenant
instruite par 1n Division des Int 1?%., trangers du Departe-
ment politiguwe féderale de dolivrer a toutes les parsomnas
ngm‘ant sur ges listes (apwrés les avoir identific) une
attestation spceclale dont las teneur, approuvées par le Gou-
vernement dritennique, est la suivante:

"L \ | "The bearer of this gertificsiz (iusert
e | name) will be adnitted as an Luamigrant
L inte Palastine at any tims which be (ahe)
may reach that couniry and thereafier
will obtain Palestinian elitigsnshly in
socordance with the Talestinlan Citlizen-
ship Order 1925-1941 Consolidated on She
completion of two years residenge.”

J*'2i 1'honneur de ms

i Xonsleur ¥.Xrausz, directeur de notre Oflice
4*émigration en fongrie sssistera la lLogation Sulsee de
Budapeat dans 1l'sccomplissement de catte tadhe.

Il résulte d'mutre part d'un télégraume de
uotre représeutant en Turquie dato du 26 Julllet 1744 que
"les condiiions de transpert et de transli de ces ante”
sont actuellement examinees par 1'igence Jalve en ¢ollabore-
tion avec les remwrésentations diplomatiques deés Gouvernemenis

Yonsieur le Ir.J.Schwarsenberg :
Directeur de la bivision 4'Assistance spéciale
Comité intermational de la Croix-Houge
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intéressés en Turquie. Nolre représentant ;-t ymenes gu'il
nous fera Dientét parvenir des nouws 1les plus uctellluuu a
ee sujet. Tl nous iInforme en oulre gu'il se trouve mainie-
nant eén contact d4i eut avec notre representant 4 Budapest
(A,Lrnus:) ot que ce dernier a déji pris des mesures pour
reparer un promier transport d'env. 2. e@lgrants.

iinsi, tout le travail concernant 1'exécut
de ¢é plan ~-pour autant zue le aNg
politicues et millitaires, la permettront~- s« :
pent cconcenire emire Dudapest, Istanbul et An ke
doutons pas gue notre rexrdsentant en '_”jr_,:“ (2- « Che.Barl h,‘
ge tient, ocomme par le passeé, en lialson étreite avee vot:
Dilégation & Ankara et qu*ll lui = déJa fourni toute lal r-
mation necossalre a ce gujet. Nous pensons dong que celte
DElégation pomrra sous pew renseigner le Coalte Intermstio-
nal de toute demande ou suggesiion concernant sa collabor
tion Cventuelle.

uotire Coto, nous ne manquercns pas 42 vous
tenir au courant de tout pe que nous: rendrons ce sujet

par la sulte.

euillez agréer, cher Nonsieur, 1'assurance
de ma haute consideration.
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As Is No. 8S67 : (
The American legation presents its compliments :_
()
to the Divislon of Forelgn Interesis of the Federal ,q‘_‘
Folitical Department, and hags the honor to refer to \
the Pivision's note To, 32628 - B.24,25 ¢, B/dw of >
! July 4, 1944, whieh kindly informed the legation :
/ that, aeccording to & communication received from
3 the Swiss legation at Budapest, the .lat:er delivered
E on June 27 to the Hungarian Winistry of Poreign Affairs .
i } the Text of the message gquoted in the Iegation's note AR
§
.'l ? A.I. Ho, B663 of June 13, 1944, with regard %o the 8 ‘T:\
f treatment of Jews in Hungary. % ',2

The lasgation desires to express its apprecia-

tion of the action oif the Division and of the Swiss
Isgaticn at Budapest in this matter and would be
grateful if it might be possible for the Divisien
to reguest the Swiss Tegation at Budapest to press
the Hungariaen Minietry of Foreign Affuilrs for an
af.t'ly reply . At the sem e the Swiss representa-
Vvive might well recall flungarian Mi

of Foreign Affairs the o he fifth paragraph
0f the snclosure to thi egation's note A.I. No.8663

above=oited which reads asz follows:

To the
Division of Foreign Imterestis,
Pederal Political Department,

BERN,

h 7 GCL{’ TRl o [ rmme .

S, Lonlagt . T Fold
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Schweiz. Hilfsverein fir . Let. %o Sterpbuch

{

: auiid. Flichtlinge im Ausland onfreux, 2, August 1944 -
f [ Les_Colondalles (N
| «HIJEFS » A
I Telephon 630 56 und 64399

|

Postcheck-Konto llb 2107 Vevey
Telegramm-Adresse : Hijefs Montreux -
WY e
@ toswell D, MeClelland
Special Assistant to -y
the American Minister b
58 rn e s

e

Sehr geehrter Herr MeClelland,

wir erhalten soeben von unseren Freunden aus N
Tanger die Mitteilung, wonach diese bel der 1
dortigen Regierung eine Hinreise-Erlaubnis fiir N
500 Kinder aus Ungarn erhalten haben. Es werden § - =
i auch Verhahdlungen wegen einer solchen Erlaub- !
#1 nis fiir Erwachsene gefiihrt. Unsere Freunde baben '
£ ferner aus Amerika den Auftrag erhalten, Liebes-
’ gaben-Pakete nach ungarischen Lagern zu senden und :
i bitten uns desbalb, mit den betreffenden Behdrden 3
¥erbindungen aufzunehmen um l.) ndhere Auskiinfte ~
! iiber die Ausreise-idglichkeit zu erhalfen und :
{ 2,) die Adressen solcher Lager, sowie die Anzahl N
i der Ipsassen in Erfahrung zu bringen.
|
!
1

Wir haben uns dieserthalb bereits mit dem Comite
Internationsl de la Croix-Rauge sowie mit der

Abtlg, fiir fremde Interessen des Eidgen. Politischen
Departements in Verbindung gesetzt, widren Ibnen

\ jedoeh dankbar, wenn auch Sie uns mitteilen wiirden,

| ob Sie diesbesziiglich etwas erfahren haben oder er-
fahren k&nnen.

i |

1 Da wir recht bald nach Tanger kabeln wollen, wiren
| wir Thnen fiir besonders prompte Rilckdusserung sehr <)
dankbar, v

Wir begriissen Sie

mit vorziiglicher Hochachtung

wfibinn At oon
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED

From Department Date : August 2, 11 p.m., 1944

No. 26566

Cods - Raceived Auguet 3, 3 p.m.

PARAPHRASE

-~
Y

WRB No. 106. For MecClelland.
Reference Legation's 4802 July 26.
We rely entirely on your judgment in this matter.

Accordingly, we concur in your opinion that it is not

(repeat not) feasible at the present time to undertake
the transaction in question, in view of pending
conslderation of the reported Hungarian offer to

permit emigration. It i1e assumed thet if further

data received you will keep Board fully informed, and

also that you will continue all possible efforts to !

effect the rescue of refugees from Hungary and other ]
German-occupled territories. Joint Distribution, with

which the matter has been discussed, expresses itself

a8 being in accord with the above.

STETTINIUS ACTING

|}-‘ In duplicate
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relative la transm ion au Government hongras d'un

s

0 ige du Gouvernement américain an

reserve aux Israélites

FEAL 1 4 = .
federal, Division des Ir a 1'honneur de >
P e + - 2 2 . — . : .
faire tenir sous ce pli a 1la Légation des Etats-Unis A ﬁ
v -,
(o "\ i)
{ k 3 )
‘1 risue la réponse que le N des Affaires x:
{4 :
b s
- < =
[ : etrangeres a remise a8 la lLégation de Suisse & Budapest en y
i | :
1 <

date du 18 juillet 1944; cette réponse consiste en une note =N
{ verbale No. 399/res.Pol.1944 et une annexe indigquant 1'&tat ' ot
actuel des dispositions pri
8 1'égard des Juifs,

Le Département Politique saisit cette occasion

de renouveler 3 la

cgation des Etats-Unis les assurances

de sa haute considération.

Bt Berne, le 2 aunfit 1944.

Annexes mentionnées

A la Légation des Etats-Unis d'Amérique

Berne
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b Tt A RENILE ST AL A
No. 257 8/b., vom 26. Junl 1944 betreffend eine
Anfrage der amerikanischen Regierung iiber die Behandlung

sich

die Judenfrage besonders in den letzten

Il

(=7}

as Ju

jenproblem in Ungarn, wo sich das Judentum - Dank der

liberalistiechen Einrichtung de

Staates - im wirtschaft-

lichen, politischen und kulturellen Leben eine hervorrag

Stellung sichern konnte. Auch in jenen grossen Staaten, wo

das Rassenproblem ein viel weniger bedeutendes ist - z.B
die Negerfrage in den USA - sah sich die Regierung gezwungen, g

chutze der eigenen Rasse entsprechende Massnahmen 2zu

treffen. Umsomehr mussten die verschiedenen Regierungen Ungarns
die Binschréankung des libergrossen Einflusses dieser artfremden

e

acsse anstreben, wo doch das ungarlandische Judentum eine

A E-1654 ]

=

eit gridssere Gefahr flir das Ungartum bildete, wie Z.B. die

Neger oder Japaner flir die weissrassige Bevilkerung der UE
- L - -

An die
Schweizerische Gesandtschaft

in Budapest,
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schaltung aller jener Momente, die
landes zu untergraben oder 2zu schmBlern imstande waren. Da

Withls

(
[

der tragischen Ereignisse der Jahre 1918=-1Q zu ver-

sah sich die Regierung gezwungen, den Einfluss der

Juden in gesteigertem Masse auszuscha

der gen Bevilkerung abgeson

Arbeit - sel es im Tn- oder

wurden die Gebote der Humanitit und Gerechtigkeit seitens
der fegierung und seiner Behtrden nie susser Acht gelassen.

Wenn dabei Unbilligkeiten vereingzelt vorkamen, so waren
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n Glaubens t Jahren der Fall war.
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| wichtigen Artikel sind sie jedoch ibrigen B kerung A

..I .

? gleichgestellt.

: Ergédnzens darf noch bemerkt werden, dass in d

i latzten Wochen die Lage der Juden weitgehend verbesse wurde.

i Ueber Einzelheiten dieser Konzessionen gibt die beiliegende

| Aufzeichnung Aufschluss.

‘; Auf Anregung einiger ausléndischen Organizationen ~

l:.
O

4 (:Internationales es Kreuz, War ftefugee Board:) hat die
ri
E, ungarische t, dass den ungarléndischen
1§ Juden eine und, dass

sehr betrHchtliche

en nach neutralen Staaten

I bezw. nach Paldstina auswan

; Budapest, den 18 g
{
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la Commi=sion 4'Tmm:

milliers de juifs

Les personnes susindiguées

peuvent émigrer en

elles sont en possession du "Certificat d'immi-

T | L

délivré par les autorités britannigues.




L Ll }
1] \
.
»
’ e des propositions su tionnées \
.
L
| lu War Hefugee Board, le Gouvernement Hongrois a autorisé o
la Croix I Internatiorale & faire envoyer
j au dessou ie 10 a a tine 1.6 -
i A s 1 4 ¢
| 1) sera autorisé s aider iellement le p
1 g .
ternés en Hongrie.
! -
!
! T A By Wit ety p =
Icessit susmentionnées, le N
544 accordées dsa le les
i % -3
|. .:’
|
¥
4
| a 1'étranger
1 3
: - A
[
il
] baptiseés =5
[}
é »
i constitué le
I
I restent dans
5 2 -
| nonjuives sera ordonnée.
t
ki ¢) Ils obtiennent toutes les poss

g‘ en vue de l'exercice de leur religion.
h 3.) a) Les facilités ordonnées A 1'égard des
hi{lg juifs baptisés domiciliés a4 Budapest seront étendues sur
les juifs baptisés en dehors de 1la capitale.

b) Une révision au sujet des juifs baptisés

envoyés au service de travail en All
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réservé a
b) les Jjuifs vi en mariage avec une
personne d'origine chrétienne.
c) les juifs qui sont porteurs de certaines
L Jui 3 I 2
décorations de guerre de bravoure militaire d'or
etc.)
i) Les juifs gqui ont es peciaux.
3) Les prétre: c .
2.) Le départ s juifs pour a
1'étranger se fera dans des conditions les lois g
T ¥

de 1l'humanité et la Croix Rouge Hongroise aura des possi=-

bilités de contrdle.
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED

A

1—1143
From: Department Date: August , midnight, 1944
Code: _ Received: August 3, 5 p.m.
Legation's 4604 July 10 . 1

For your information, with r

Govermment's offer to permit the d
Hungary, on July 26 the British Embassy in
presented two cables from the British Foreig:

suggesting that the matter of surveying and coordin-

o <=
ating possible places of refuge for Jews from Hungary
be placed before the Inter-Governmental Committee for [}

action, It was likewise stated in the messa
it would be necessary to review the pc
ireceiving refugees in Palestine and at
3 Philippeville in Algiers. On July 31
delivered to the British Embassy a mer
that the respohsibility for dealing wi
| the Hungarians rests with the Goverrmer
and the United States and expressing the judgment that
because of the need of consulting other governments the
| Inter-Governmental Committee cannot act in : )
effective. The memorandum to the British Em
‘ included the following draft of a proposed
] you, with a request for the concurrence of
| Govermment in the transmission of the ecable
later than August 7:

ges that

0
th the offer of
-

nte of 'j-l""'il Br4 tain

-

"Department has received from the International
Red Cross delegate in Washington the following comnuni-
cation:

" *T have received today the following communication
from the International Red Cross Committee:

" *Intercross in Geneva has been advised of the i
willingness of Hungary to make possible the emigration A

of certain categories of Jews.




g 'TCRC reserve:

egard to this
Simultaheously to

etugees .to emigrate from Hu
Government, in spite of ti

ne
and responsibilities that are involve
made clear .that it is determined to
steps for the rescue of the viectims
religious oppressio

" *The Government of the United
account the humanitarian consi
regard the Jews in Hu h
its assurance that arrangements will
the care of all Jews who in the prese
are .‘—:'.lloweri to leave Tr;:"]”'i?'_,’ an 1 1 terri t\')]'_'.,' of f :-',_-
the United “ations or neutral countries, and that it will 4
find fDI' such DQO?‘LF.‘ t'}.‘"lz"fv!‘"ﬂ'\-’ havens or refurge
they may live in s y
countries have been advised of these as
have been requested to permit the entry

"y, now specif

The

vyernments
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misunderstanding, fore TAOE€

British Govermnment
that it is sent To
information and unders:
(repeat not) take the action
specific ted to do
meanwhile, to
Governments of
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to the note whi
be forthcoming
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| TELEGRAM SENT

b

AT

To: Department (;7;1 Date: August 3, . m., 1944,

No: 107s

4

i

Code: R@yrsun Charged to:

} A Referring to present situation of Je ir

| i Hungary Burckhs of 1CRC communicated ToO ge

| i reaceived Julvy 31 T Dr. Schirmer (formerly in Berlin)
d y 1CI - entat in Budapest, nce

houses to
only betwee
¢can purs
. mation cards
2, 3 They will
B ? Tecent
A : will be
s labor is

to ICRC
25 Buch
; latter

Scehirmer and Born
gll as hospitals and
iitions prevailed,

id Sarvar on July 25.

rmation there

1 and |
8. Transportation
r will be g ted and goods con-
Red Cross for distribution by ICRC.
"hommes de conflance™ in camps. .

Any relief action undertaken by ICRC will
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| TELEGRAM SENT
To Department Date All ’ . m,, 1944.
No:
Code _ J Charged to
Paraphrase
Par : g
' g : .4
] . Stern is P warian
.
Message from ICRC ends here,
In line
and with the

| hardt desire

4 dor Winant i

{ that of ICRC for any

1 the British Government

3 Pu“ B 1 21 8wt 3T 1= 3

y al ngly that in ord c ol nued

i cooperation cf the Rumanian Gove vvacuation

i 'ns of Hungarian Jewish refugees it is to remove ‘

b such 28 from Rumanian territo
§ From McClelland for WRB, with

. Legation's 4896 of July 29 and the

of July 31, last paragraph thereof.
LS

= HARRISON
N RDM:mibint iRRISO
i : In duplicaté - ol
o : Copy to RIM e E
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} For RDM

TELEGRAM SENT
To: Department Date: \wust 3, 7 p. m., 1944,
No: 1981
Code — Charged to:
| US URGENT

: of the Dem rtment's 2595 of July 28, the
4604 of July 19 was not in reply to our note of
June 13, which was delivered on June 27 to the

Hungarian Foreign Office. In latter connection

’ please see no. 4260 of July 5 from the Legation.

ind 3 are given in the Legation's

4983, which makes up the remainder of the present
cable.

HARRISON

P

DWMInt

In triplicate

e e i

2 coples to AI =ik
1 gopy to RDM 73

Cri
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TELEGRAM SENT

To: Department

Date:

-

No: 161
Code: Charged to:

Brown

AUgU
Budapest

Irom Ger

mar 1 »
LAl L8

nment
: desires that part of Jewish emigrants from Hungary
! rd be accepted by the United States., Note states
s W, these emigrants could be evacuated Lisbon via
»\\'ﬁ H.'S\_\ ! ' .“rujaul and that
Ul B ~

858 Legation, Budapest, desir
/ these emigrants may be

wtates,

accorded
permits snter United

3. Hung:

rlan answer to our note J

Lie g

13'}40

i

N

:



I —— et e

)
D
[
-
-
v
-
-

dane laquell el
gituation =0 11 s
vivant sur territoire
loir inclure cetie ¢
vous avez i voull
déportation.

Je& n'al pe au
question si l'affirma
les déportations éus
5 grols d'origis
o qués publiéa par ls

i S
o e a e,

aucune disztinetion
Juife d'autres nai
n'était faite. Cepend:
chDir me a Rslal:

< 5
| 1 une
A rols et on=nongrolLa, ke jagc Clelland augugd J
soumis également tte queation n'a t.ouve, de son coté, non
plus une xplication, J'an déduis done qu'une A0 relle de presse
érgnanée aura probablament induit en erreur notre bureau central,

@

vous vouliez bilen me confirmer qud dans les comaunications que =
vous avez regues des autorités hongroises aucune diatinction
n'est faite en ce qui concerne les promesses obtenues entre

]
|
L Je vous serais quand meme infiniment connais sant, si
|



.. " -3
b o
Julfe hongrois et Juifes rangers e ongris, Je ie en
4 " - ! 1 . 3 - 1Aadw
‘ane Ds JCCaBl ) Dus v
| vouer oute vVoer LA Lon a3, 8
i P
jélégués du Comite .iI national de l1a
au Y J f < U 1 3 [ 0 ne
1 2
LETA . g,
. . 5
] 1 3 I d'av ce, ) r 3 ) .
Ty jion de qes senvinencs wrea

-
15
l: y .
i N
F L
| K, 5
1] : v
l .
= W ‘
I-.,‘ J.’
-
w
!
'8
0 1
& :

Ay b =




]
»

Weltzentrale des Hechaluz "vion. 11 5w mbwn 1o
"o il I

Hachaluz Geneva Office s*7 TED

Telephon 2 36 28 GENF, _3sE.

AR L L




D e TR

August 8, 1944.

Minister:
Mr. McClelland:

The accompanying telegram is one
which requires cautious treatment. 1
have spoken to Mr. Reagan about it, and

T am sending him a copy for his considera=
tion. Before taking any action in the
matter all of its angles have %o be care-
fully inguired into, and it is possible
also that consultation with Mr, tulles
might be of some avail.

T ’)ZZ)

|

! /

¢ : K- Mal f#’- ‘.f gf/‘&ﬂj,{?{';;‘ "'ri ol L ads Wi ey
k G’ ‘f-; r‘iﬁﬂﬁw;& 3 ) M)—bh‘! Q!j
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From:

\

TELEGRAM RECEIVED

Department Date: August 3, 7 p.m., 1944
No: 2668
— Received: August 4, 7 p.m.
‘ , —
| PARAPHRASE =

- —
| r

WRB No. 108. For MecClelland.

Please establish personal contact with Alfred
8chaeffer, General Manager of the Union Bank of
Switzerland in %urich, and inform him orally that
Eugene Bogdanffy of Los Angeles has communicated with
you through WRB, stating that he ie greatly disturbed
by the news of persecutions in Hungary and feels that
he should do everything he can to render ald to the
unfortunate victims of oppression, and that he relies
heavily on Schaeffer for help. The latter should further
be informed that Bogdanffy says he 1sa confident that
Bechaeffer will give all the assistance that he can 1n
thie purely humanitarian cause. He desires Schaeffer
to be informed that Saly Mayer will probably get in
touch with him with regard to his desire to purchase
pengoes avallable in Hungary against blocked dollars
or france, and that he can have complete confidence 1in
Mayer. Bogdanffy urges that, despite all difficulties,
Schaeffer arrange with Felix Szentirmay for such pengos
= which will be employed solely for humanitarian
purposes - to be made avallable by Bogdanffy's enter-
priges to whatever person Saly Mayer deslgnates. He
requeats that, without walting for Mayer to establish
contact with him, Schaeffer arrange for Szentirmay to
come to Switzerland immediately to see Schaeffer,
ostensibly with regard to the Bogdanffy enterprises.
You should ask Schaeffer to inform Bogdanffy through
you when he expects Szentirmay to arrive, so that you
e¢an be sent information concerning further matters
which he should discuss with Szentirmay. Bogdanffy

articularly emphaslzes that 8chaeffer should not
repeat not) indicate to Szentirmay that he has heard
from Bogdanffy until he reaches Switzerland.

*

4
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1'% .u (No. 2668)

You are requested to bring the above to Saly
Mayer's attention and to ask that he contact Schaeffer
after you have spoken to the latter. Even though he
may not need pengos at the present time, he should
inquire of Schaeffer as to the possibility of acquiring
them againset dollars or france. WRB will appreclate
recelving from you prompt advice as to the effectuation
of each of the above-outlined steps.

For your information, Bogdanffy has substantial
interests in several large enterprises in Hungary, and
he is himself a Hungarilan. 38chaeffer or his institution
1s trustee of Bogdanffy's interests, and Szentirmay is
the manager of one or more of his enterpriases. Nelther
Bogdanffy nor Szentirmay 1s Jewish. You may tell
Schaeffer and 8aly Mayer that Bogdanffy 1s cooperating
with WRB, but Szentirmay should not (repeat not) be so
informed. It i1s expected that if the latter comes to
Switzerland, you will in Bogdanffy's name ask Schaeffer
to request (this 18 for your information only) that he
undertake certain action upon his return to Hungary,
designed to amellorate the condltion of persecuted
peoples. You may, in your discretlion, substitute some
! other suitable person in Saly Mayer's role, if the latter
f for any reason does not (repeat not) wish to become
i involved. If the Legatlion or other American authorities
; believe that Schaeffer 1e not a sultable person in any
way, you should refrain from contacting him, advising
WRE of the reason.

STETTINIUS ACTING

In duplicate

! rerttl\‘ 1 p
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4, J Bern, August, 4th., 1944,

My dear Mr. Federal Councillor:

With reference to the report that the Government
of Hungery will permit the departure of Jews from its
territory, my Government hopes that the Government of
Your Excellency will find it possible to advise the
Government of Hungary that 1t is willing to receive
Jews whom the Hungarian Government may release for
admission to Switzerland. In the event that the Federal
Government should so advise the Hungarian Government,
Jews arriving in Switzerland from Hungary will be
evacuated as promptly as possible to the territory of the
United Nations and in the meanwhile my Government will
be prepared to make arrangements for their maintenance in
Switzerland.

I shall be most grateful if Y. Excellency will
be good enough to inform me as to the decision of the
Fed., Gov. in this matter in order fhat I may duly advise
my Gov.
Please accept, etc.

LELAND HARRISON
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Bern, August 4, 1944.

Dear Dr. Kahany:

I wish to acknowledge and thank you for your letter
of the 18t of August, in which you enclosed a communication
of the same date to Dr. Schwarzenberg of the International
Red Cross explaining the latest developments in regard %o
Palestine certificates for Jews in Hungary.

Sincerely yours,

Roswell D. McClelland,
Special Assistant to
the American Minister.

Ir. M. Kahany,
The Jewish Agency for Palesting,
37 Quai Wilson,
Geneva.

RDM/m jb
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CONSEIL (_)HCU.MENIQUF, DES ECLISES

i
.-! (EN FORMATION)
il ¢ COMITE PROVISOIRE GENEVE,
;\-«J-‘jw [I::" -‘ 41, Avenue de Champel
du Christiani Tél 54333
| 1 « Dik Crendv
1 Ch. Post. L 572
i Prézident du Com
| Le Président Mar a b}
Secréiuires généruux 4 |
§ Dr W. A Vissec 't Hooft — e ’
1 Dr William Paton.
& Secrétaire adfoint }
'nl' Dr Henry Smith Leiper -
:
i
Un representant des Eglises protestantes de
Hongrie me prie de vous transmettre ce document qui
montre ce que les Eglises hongroises ont fait pour les
Juifs persécutés.
Pis ‘ - : v
W.A. Visser 't Hooft.
g Genéve, le 4 aofit 1944.
i 5
h | <

-
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DU 18 MARS AU 9 JUILLET 1944 -

ituant 7'ﬁ01¢gat131 de porter 1'é-

Budape c i- io ?ﬁY?bza e il g
g Pv%::d3: E$h1se)ru¢?rnee de Hopgrie,
rienne v engs 3 lai@hﬁ g #6 ST LR
sonnes ayant : SR aaPdotal ad s cheTe 3099 ou TRvERE e s pend
onnes &) 3 58 dotal et en faveur des convertis (bap-
t}sesj en ) ma. u sement, l'exemption des mesures restric-
tives ne accordée gu'a la premidre catégorie. 3 g
Wa*canz su%te a ces démarches, 1'év8que Ravasz se rendit
p{es dua Ministre de 1'Intérieur et 1lui expligua les
ude 1ntransigeante des Eglises,

Ravasz fut plus ou moins soutenu dans ses efforts
par le Sous-Secrétaire 4 it au Ministére des Cultes et de 1'Ins-
trqction public , 1e dé pro-nazi Miklos MESTER, qui essaya de
faire exempter autant sonnes que possible, Cette attitude du
Sous-Secretaire d'Eta ingea pas lors de la promulgation du
décret instituant le des ghettos (fin avril).

L'appui pro le Sous-Secrétaire d'Etat mentionné
plus haut ayant été p 2fficace, les présidents des Eglises protes-
tantes, aprés avoir fait e démarche personnelle, le 9 mai, mirent
a8u point une lettre de protestation revétue de leurs signatures,
lettre attaguant vigoureusement tout le systéme des ghettos; en méme
temps, ils exigérent pour lcs convertis soit une exemption totale,

soit la faculté de vivre séparément des autres Juifs,

Le 19 mai, les Eglises protestantes adressérent une nouvel
le note ch?Eque de protestation contre les atrocités commises en
relation avec le systeme des ghettos.

es ?JTOVJMt’ODT ayant commencé vers la fin du mois de mai,
1'évEgues Ravasz s'efforca d'organiser une action commune des Eglises
catholique et protestanies; 1cq évéques catholiques ne pouvant pas
obtenir la permission du -rlnce Primat, cette tentative fut vouée
4 1'échec. Ainsi, le 21 juin, sesuls les présidents des Eglises pro-
testantes remiren Prés lien* du Conseil un mémorandum Signé par
tous les évéques réf Juthériens. Ce mémorandum exigsait du

Gouvernement de f sser immédiatement la déportation des dJuifs,
faute de quoi les Bglises protesteraient publiquement et déclen
cheraient un conflit ouvert des plus graves; le mémorandum demandait

gussi pour les enfants de moins de 18 ans, chrétiens d'origine juive,
1a faveur ds vivre dans des institutions de secours et sous la
surveillance de 1l'Eglise.

A la Tin du mois de juin, les Eglises protestantes purent
obtenir que les Conseillers de p:lD“”S (membres laiques élus par
1a communauté ecclésiastigue) fussent exemptés de 1'obligation de
porter 1l'étoile jaune. )

Entre temps, les déportations continuérent a un rythme
accéléré. Les Fplises gardérent le silence pour la raison suivante :
en effct, la IPrue rﬁxolp du Gouvernement leur avait dit, lors de
la remise du mémorandum du 21 Juln que le Gouvernement était prét
4 Taire tout son possible auprés des autorités d'ocecupation en vue
d'une solution &juiteble du probléme juif; cependant, une discrétion
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absolue était requise de la part du G 5
e de art du Gouvernement q léguait que
B B M hakemmit d'ontratner 1o G6enreiaeOBUALY Gue
. querait d'entrainer la désapprobation ouverte de
la puissance cccupante. i
Le délai fixé par les

tglises pour la cessation des dépor-
tations expirait le 29 juin et, n%aya‘t ?ésrobienugiat};;a;i{cgvyor
les figlises eurent 1'intention de rendre publigue lear*n;ﬁt;sta,ior
du haut de la chaire, le dimanche 2 juillet. Cenendant,—les :ulges"
na pgrentﬂpas avoir licu ce jour-la en raison des attaques aériennes
massives des Anglo-Saxons; de ce fait, ce n'est gque le dimanche
suivant que les Eglises étaient Améme de donner 1a publicité voulue
a leur démarche de protestation. (Nous ne savons pas encore si cette

protestation publique eut lieu, vu que les déportationsfurent arré-
tées le 7 juillet). S

La campagne de protestation des Eglises, qui se poursuivait
sans grand espoir, regut un soutien vraiment providentiel du té1é-
gramme du Roi de Suéde et de la lettre de protestation du Nonce
apostolique.

3 Ces démarches vigouresuses et 1l'action énergique de la Croix-
Rouge internationale puren® obtenir finalement les résultats suivants

1
le 5 juillet, les convertis baptisés avant le ler aoQlt 1941 furent
officiellement invités par voie d'affiche et par la presse & se faire
gnregistrer auprAs ds. zutorités ecclésiastiques compétentes; cette
mesure avaiti pour but as faire exempter cette catégorie de 1'obli-
gation de portex 1'étoile jaune et de permettre a ceux qui lui
appartiennent de quitter les ghettos on attend encore le consen-
tement des autorités allemandes, aprés avoir obtenu 1'accord du
Gouvernement hongrois; on espére que la pression exercée de tous
cotés aura pour effet d'assurer le succés de toutes ces démarches.
Il n'y a guére d'espoir que des facilités ou des exemptions soient

8ccordées aux Juifs non baptisés, étant donné que les Allemands ont
déclaré avoir occupé la Hongrie non pour que les Juifs y
mais pour que le pays soit vidé de cet élément.

En ce qui concerne les déportations, elles ont cessé le
7 juillet, le télégramme du Roi de Suéde et la lettre du Nonce
apostolique ayant fait une immense impression sur le Régent et
mdme sur le Gouvernement. (Il est intéressant de noter que le Régent
ne fut informé des démarches énergiques des Eglises protestantes
qu'aprés avoir regu le télégramme du Roi de Suéde au début de
Juillet.)

11 est incontestable que la démarche de la Croix-Rouge
internationale ne mangua pas de produire son effet égalemsnt. ILa
question est de savoir maintenant si ces résultats provisoires
pourront &tre consolidés, malgré 1'influence de la Gestapo et du
commandement des S.S. qui ont la haute main dans ces affaires.

I1 est intéressant de remarquer qu'uns association hon-
groise des étudiants protestants (S.D.G.) 7regoit, depuis le 23 :
avril, s&s nouveaux membres, non en laur remettant 1'ancien ?mble@e
en forme de coeur ardent (au reste difficile & obtenir en ralson Ge
la pénurie générale de matiéres premiéres), mais en é¢pinglant sur
leur poitrine un embléme en forme d'"étoile" blanche.

Nous annexors & ce c-smpte-rendu un rapport original en
allemand sur i'activii? de¢ la commission du "Bon Pasteur" gui s'oc-
cupe de l'aide aux protestants d'origine israElite. Par les temps

restent,
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difficiles qui courent, cette commi

$s1on a besoin d'un fond d'envi-
ron 50.000 Pengbs par mois. Le grand probléme est de trouver les
fonds nécessaires & la poursuite de cette excellente oeuvre mis
naire et humanitaire.

~

Genéve, le 20 juillet 1944,

SUPPLEMENT AU COMPTE-RENDU DU 20 JUILLET 1944 .

Le Journal Officiel hongrois du 14 juillet

1944 publia
le décret portant institution de 1'Association des "Juifs Chrétiens
de Hongrie", Ce décret stipule que les Juifs baptisés ne sont pas
membres de 1'"Association des Juifs de Hongrie", mais de la

nouvelle organisation.

D'autre part, on rapporte de source sfire que tous 1
Juifs baptisés ont pu quitter les ghettos le 7 juillet

LEBL.
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MISSTIONSKOMMISSION “"DER GUTE HIRT" DES ALLGEMEINEN KONVENTS DER
REFORMIERTEN EIRCHE
Budapest V, Szabadsag tér 2, Reformiertes Pfarramt

&

ARBEITSBERICHT

Laut der Bestimmung Nr, 9465/1942 des Priasidiumrates vom Allge-
meinen Konvent der Reformierten Kirche ist am 15.0ktober 1942 die
Missionskommission "Der gute Hirt" gegriindet worden, unter dem Pra-
sidium von Herrn Julius Murakdzy, Pfarrer der Kalvin-térer (Gemeinde,
Die geladenen Mitglieder sind die Vertreter der reformierten und der
lutherischen Kirche,

Het8<d Ho 40 0 o

rrer Joseph

Bischof Dr,Ladislaus Ravasz beauftragte den Hilfspfa
ers der Kommis-—

H
Elias mit den Obliegenheiten des Sekretdrs und Pfarr
sion, der dieses Amt seit dem 13.Dezember 1942 susiibt. Die weiteren
Mitglieder der Kcmmission befassen gich mit Diakonissenarbeit, Be-
such der Familien, Biliroarbel mit sozialen Arbeiten, mwt dcr Ange~
legenheit der protastantlackun Arbeitsdienstler, mit den Angelegen-
heiten der WgisenhBuser, mit Post und DruC¢saca-n Sitz der Kommis-—
sion ist: Budapest VI, Lazar Wiy, L.otiook .t

Dic Kommission wghltc den Namon "Der gute Hirt", weil siec ihre
Aufgabe im Namen des Herrn Jcsu gusiibt, durch Scinc Seele und auf
Scinen Befehl, Das Ziel der Kommission ist dioc sceelischc und soziale
Pflege der in die evangelische und rcformicrte Kirche ubergetretenen
Kirchenmitglieder. Der Dienst wird direkt von der reformierton und
evangelischen Kirche ausgelibt, weil es unter den HMitglicdern solchce
Gruppon gibt, dercn sceclische und mastericllc Lage cinc bcsonaerc
Missionsmothodc und Missionspflege verlangt. Es bedoutct keine Ab-—
gondorung, denn dic Arboit wird in der Gemeinde ausgelbt, durch dic
offiziellen Dicner der Kirche im Sinne dcr reformicrtcn und evange-
lischen Versammlungen, und die scelisch Gopilegten nchmen an dem
scolischen ILcben der Versammlung, unabhéingig von der Arbeit dcr Kom-
mission, genau so tcil wic zuvor, ja sogar noch nachdriicklichcr,

pf
T

Hy
1

L’J ck @O QO
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Dic Arbeit dor Missionskommission "Der gutce Hirt" boestoht in
i folgcndem:
, _ 1, 8ic korrcspondiert mit den Arboitsdienstlern inncrhalb”und
ausscrhalb dcr Landosgronzen, sorgt fiir ihrc Bekleidung, crkundigt
8ich nach ihnen,
" 2, Sic betreut die Familicnangehdrigen der Arbeitsdicnstler und N
5 dor im Dicnstc Gofallcnen, sorgt fiir den scolischen Trost aller, dic s
- 88 niitig habon, ortcilt gobithrenfrei juridischen Rat und gewahrt
matcriclle Hilfe.
3. Slc veranstaltet Evangelisationen in den Verssmmlungen,

i
i i e i AL (7Y

; '.?' 4, Bic griindot zum gleichen Zwock Gruppon in dexr Provinz, damit
| ! die Arboit grindlicher ausgelibt wird,
- f 5. Binmal wdchontlich woerden Bibelstundcen gehalten, alle 2-3

Wochcn Médchon- und Fraucnkroisstundcn und ulnmal im Monat Bibol-
8tunden fir dic Jugend.
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Seit dom 15.0ktober 1942 veranstaltetedic Kommission folgondc Vor-—
mmlungcen
1. 30mal warden grossc Zusammenkiinftce der Vecrsammlung abgehalton,
2. Biwa 200 Pcrsonen wurden in den Empfangsstundcn in sozialon,
seclischen und anderen Angelegenheiten empfangen,

), bmal wurden Wohlt&atigkcitscmpfénge abgchalton,
4. In juristischen Fragen wurdon ca, 300 Porsoncn bereten,

5., Fiir Hilfe in Bargeld wurdcn 44.916,95 Pcengd ausgezahlt; der
Iohn der Angestcelltcen ist inbegriffen, da nur solchc Personcn ango-
atellt werden, die decn Gesotzen nach anderswo keine Stcllung bekom-—
men hztton, Der Lobhn der Angestellten (cinschl, liete, Heizung, Be-
louchtung usw,) betrug in den 18 Monaten 26,000 Pengd.

fc in Torm von Kleidung und Schuhcn wurde im Wortoe von
INE7 082,68 Pongd verteilt,
70 ~ 1

7. Plir Propaganda und Missionsdrucksachen wurden 3.257,29 Pongo
ot

8. Dic Internierungslagor wurden durch dic Pfarrer der Mission be-

sucht (Szaboles utca, Pava utca, Magdolna utca in Budapcst, ausscr-
dem in CsOrgd, Ricsc und Garany) und,filr dic Nahrungs- und Bargeld-
hilfe wurden 3.000 Pengd ausgegeben,

g mENlirde versuchs, den Arbeitslosen Arbeit zu verschaffen

10, Zusammen mit d
i

o
gelisationen veranstaltet,

11, Besuche boi dcn von der Front heimgckchrten und sich in Quaran-

tane befindlichen Arboitsdicnstler.
12, Verteilung von 2,500 Excmplarcn dcs Neucn Testaments,

1=, Weisen wurdc
untergebracht; die Ausgaben filr sie betrugen in don 18 Monatcn
4%,962 Pengo,
14, Mit dom golbon Stern gekennzeichneten Personcn wurde zu ncuon
Wohnungen wverholfen,
15, Aufklircnde Vortrige wurden decs dftcron abgchaltcn,
16, Dic Armen, Kranken und suf Trost Angowicscnen wurdcen durch 6
S0zialpflicgor bousucht,
17. Dic Angclegenhciten der ncucn Christen wurden den zustindigen
gtellon unterbreitets, wobei dic Kommission als Piirsprecher fungicric
18, Sic bhofasstc sich auch mit dor Angclcgenheit des Frauenhilfs-
dlenstco .

Au® dic Bithe deg cvangelischon Bischofs hin wurden allc dicse

Arbeiten such untor den cvangclischon Mitglicdern dor Kirche ausge-
bt ,

v Schottischen Mission wurden zwcl grossc Lvan-—

in der reformicrten Waiscnanstalt "Lakatos Etolk

V1]
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\
; Cc qui donnc un aspcct tout-2-fait particulicr aux intcrvontions o)
! faitcis par lcs Egliscs, c'cst qu'en Hongric,lcs milicux gouvorncmen-— -
: taux etsicnt prlts & fairc unc distinction ontrc lcs Juifs baptisés iy
¢t non-baptisés,mais opposaicnt unc fin dc non-rccovoir catégorique e
aux démsrches cn faveur des non-baptisés; cecs autorités Quisling bl
invoquercnt que,bien que leur principc fondamental sclon legquel 1le 1{

Juif appartcenait & une race, sans égard 2 sa rcligion, n'tefit pas été :
changé, cllecs voulaicnt bien respector les intéréts spéciaux des

Egliscs. La conséquence de cette attitude sc manifcsta lorsque, il

¥y a cnviron un mois,les Juifs commcncdrent 2 sc fairc baptiscr cn

massc, cxcitant la furcur et ls désapprobation ouvertc des déton-

teurs du pouvoir, Les articles des Journsux hongrois sont trés inté- '§
rossants & co sujet, =

HNous avons noté aveec grande satisfaction que l'immeonsc majorité %
4 du peuple hongrois n'oublia pas ses duvoirs envers sos compatriotes x
:’ F d . - s ‘ﬁ&
poersécutés, Seul & Wagyvarad, 960 chréticns dc purc origine arycnnc .
furent traduits en justice pour avoir aidé lcs Juifs; en outrec, on E
a8 cité de nombreux cas d'arrostation en Transdanubic, 2 Kassa ct dans v e

la Grande Plainc hongroisc, Nous savons de source src, quc les
baysans nc ccsserent d'apportor des vivres dans les Ghettos ot dans

s |
r les camps juifs malgré lcs menaces ot los coups dc matragque des gen- — N
% darmes, Un dos cas les plus intércssants cst l'arrcstation de Casimir o
94 Kallay, neveu dc l'ancien président au conscil, Nicolas Kallay, qui o
' fuf surpris par lcs gendarmes A la frontiérc Slovaguc lorsqu'il étzit >
1 on train dc fairc passcr la frontidre 3 14 Juifs. A

L On nous rapportc cncorc qu'd Debrccen dans la grandc églisgsc réfor-
o méc, unc profcstation fut luc dimanchc lo 9 Juillet 1944 du haut dc
la eheirec, En outrc 1'BEglisc luthéricnne fit aussi publicr sa protcs-

e

| tation dans 1lcs journsaux ct cc que passa la censurc naziste ost agja

i - fort intéressant. Nous anncxons lc compte-rcndu luthéricn, publié

fi ﬁ dans 1lc Pestcr Lloyd du 25 dJuillet, compte-rcndu, qui, méme censuré :

| gtiﬁutilé, nous donne unc bonnc idée dc tout ec quc les Egliscs ont &
i& ait., Ly 2
,_." » ~) :

Four finir nous nous permettons cncorc de mcntionncr un détail p
intércgsant conccrnant la durée de 1'cnscigncment des non-chrétiens :
voulant se convertir, Avant 1'occupation dc la Hongrie, 1la duréde dc '
cet cnscignement était fixée A trois mois dans toutes lcs Eglises
‘chréticnncs de Hongrie, En rzison des conversions dc masses juives,
12 duréc dc 1l'enscignecment vicnt a'8trc fixée 2 six mois, Dcg détails
Dreeis nous manguent A ce sujot, car lc compte-rendu de 1'évdque
~ iuthéricn Turoczy n'ecst pas asscz clair non plus, Oc quc nous savonsg
~ o% ec gui pecut 8trc considéré ocommo cortain, c'est gque toutcs les
- Bgliscs chréticnnes de Hongrie.(1'Bglise catholiquc inclusc) ent

Pris des mosures analogues X ce sujot,

=
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DIE JUDENFRAGE IN DER BELEUCHTUNG EINES PROTEST

In scinem Bericht, den er iber dic vorjah
erstattet ha belcuchtct dor Bischof des cvange

-+
.
gtriktos an der Theiss, Zoltan Tur oo zy >
folgt: -
Wir onnten die Missionsaufgabe unscrer Kirchc nicht negicren,
andorcrscits konntcn wir unsore Kirchc nicht crniedrigen und durf-
ten es nicht gestatten, dass sie dic Dienerin persdnlicher Intcros—
son werde. Dic Aufnahme der Juden in dic christlichen Kirchen ohne
Uberzeugung und scelische Umgcestaltung hat bereits bei den crsten
Bokechrungsbewegungen den Kirchen grossen Schaden zugefiigt, Wir cmp-
Panden dic Notwendigkcit, unscrc cvangelischc Kirche von dicser mo- 3
ralischon Schidigung zu vorschonon und nicht zu gestatten, dass un-

IS

tor Ausscrachtlassung dor wahrhafton kirchlichen Intcrosscn und decxr ??
roligitsen und moralischen Forderungen, dic bei Beckchrungen notwen— B
dig sind, Unberufencn Tir und Tor gedffnet werd-, Ich hattc dahcr 2
angeordnct: cs mdge jedermenn, der sich taufen lasscn will und in $
dossen Pamilic sich bereits cin Christ befindet, der gbcr nicht
ovangeclischen Glsubens ist, an jenc Kirchengcmeinschaft verwicscn B
wordon, in wolcher scin Angchdriger bercits lebt, Dic fibrigen konn- A~
ton crst nach cincr halbjéhrigen Pyobezeit in den Untorricht aufgo- “
nommen werden, Dic Untcrwcisung musste ein weitcrcs halbcs Jahr dau- ~
orn, und sic wurde in zumindecst wochentlich zwei Stundcn exrteilt. K

Dicsor Vorgang sicherte dic Moglichkeit der Taufc fir jene, dic crnsi- N
haft cvangclisch werden wollten, bchittetec aber gleichzeitig unscrc :
Kirche vor jcnon, dic sic aus Eigonnutz tbcrschwcmmcn wollten, Andc—

rorseits bemiihte sich die Stcllungnahme dor Kirchc um dic Vertecidigung

dor Christen jidischer Abstammung. Dor Erfolg dieser Stellungnahme

war, dass dic Christcn jlidischcr Abstammung in gewisscn Fallen vom

Tragen dcs Brkcnnungszeichcons dos geclben Sterns befreit warden, dass

dic Anstellung christlicher Hausangestelltcr bel solchen Familicn gc-

stattot wurdc, in denen wenigstcens ecin Familienglicd christlicheX Ab~

stammung ist, und dess im Judcnratc fir dic christlichcn Judor cino L)
Untorgruppe aufgestellt wurdc, des Beschwerdcrccht zugobilligh und dic \
MBglichkoit geboten wurde, dass dic Judon christlichon Glaubcns ncben

dem gelbon Stern auch ¢in ihrc christlicho Recligion bozeugcndes Zci-

chen tragen durfen,

Schlicsslich crhob dic Kirche ihro Stimme gogen solchc Mcthoden =
der Losung deor Judenfrage, dic dic cwigen Gosctzo Gottes hecrausfordern
wiirdon. "Ich haltc ceg im Intoerossc der gcschichtlichen Wahrheit fuxr
moine Pflicht - so betont Bigchof Turoczy -, dics alles mit vollkomme— .
ner Objcktivitat festzuhalten.® Er fligt hinzu, auf dem Gebict scince b
Kirohcndissriktos gebe cs in koincr cinzigen Gemeindc einc bcdogtcndc 2
Anzahl christlichcr Juden; unter dcn kirechlichcn Angostelltcn abox
gdbc o¢s nur zwei, dcorcn christliche Abstammung cinscnliesslich der
Grossoltorn nicht nachgewicson werden konno, M.E.
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/ - 1 0. Komel ofe
‘ ! gu lhrer Lo nntnisn - 4
! i I bi 3 ier d rar iie ich
: ) Tech mochte Sie sehr bitten, diese ! i d . 1
| 3 - -‘ :
3 bei Ihnen ergeben sollten, werden r mitein T mundll RbE 8
: 1 1-34 I r 107, ) [
Mit derselben Post wurden die : ' inseren gu 1 (Ung.

i mit Freude bes 1fe, Y ¥
aus dar e seh liese vielen I 1 1 Ao

]
5 ; da, wie
4

i Rumdnien ermtglicht haben.-

ten wir such

$
l i' Gestern erhie!
§

wir lnnen

1 .- xortigen wi
haben, referieren,-

Wir bitten Sie sehr, unser heutipges schred

mit den besten Wiinschen und

elland

to
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Sehr geehrter Herr Schwalbel

Infolge einer hoffentliech nur sich suf kurze Zelt beschrinkenden Behlnde-
rung unseres Freundes Rezso, schreibe ich heute an Sie, um Ihnen in EUrse
das Wichtigste seit den letzten Baerichten vom 12, und 15. dse., weloche
ich gur Sicherhelt in Cople dieser 4eilen beilege, mitzutellen:

ls Der Transport von den 1690 befindet sleh zur Zelt in Bergen-Belsen
und wird dort restgehalten, bis Aschkenasischerscits nicht f-stgestellt
wird, dass unsere Leistungen das Mass erreicht haben, welches der Weliter-
leitung bis Gwul Sefarad -nt:s}“)richt. Aus diesem Grunde 1st die Erfiillung
unseres heutigen Telegramms: "STEHET HUGO DONNENBAUM ZUR VERFYOGUNG
STOP REALISIERET UNVERZEEGLICH ALLF SEINE FINANZIELLEN ANSPRUECHE DA
WARENLIEFEFUNGEN AEUSSERST DRINGEND STOP AUSFALL UNABSEUBARE FOLGEN

AUCE BEZUEGLICH ELEF SCHEWAMEOT BEREITGESTELLT ZUM WEITERTRANSFORT ZU
SCHWARZ IN ASCHEKENAS" Husserst wichtig, denn nur eauf dieser Grundlage wix
es miglich sein, den Transport zum Zlele geleiten und weitere Transporte
sbgusenden solmnge, bis ein Uebereinkomuen in Lissabon zwlschen Schwars
und Vertreter von Aschkenas zuwege kommt,.

2. Falls FKezso in der Kiirze nicht verfiigbar wird /leiderhaben wir kelne
Ahn ng, wo er sich befindet - trotz aller Recherchen seitens der aschke-
nasischen Behtrden / so werde ich gentitigt sein, die Helse nach Lissabon
B unz:rnehmon, wn bel dem Zustandekommen der Vereinbarungen behilflich
zu sein,

3¢ Der Sekretir des Palistina-'mtes M. Krausz bemilgt sich um das Zustan-
debringen einer Alijah, Richtung Constanza, unter dem Protektorat der
Schweizerischen Gesandtschaft, wobel er jecoch die ausserordentliche
Wiehtigkeit des Einverstindnisses der hiesigen aschkenalschen Benisrden
felider vernachléssigt, Dieser Umstend fihrte zu verschledenen Komplika-
tionen, welche wir nun bemitht sind, befriledigend zu lisen, wae natirlich
nur suf der Grundlage geschehen kann, welche den Ausgangspunkt unserer
bisherigen Verhandlungen bildete, Demzufolge kann nicht dle fede von
gwel verschiedenen Aktionen sein, und es gelang uns, M. ireusz belzu-
bringen, dass unsere Titigkelt in Einklang gebracht werden musse

Mit merszlichen Zionsgriissen ergebenst Inr:

}Iﬁ:'i"‘f ""a‘("'f( “)f"u-r" Gl'l.ul.. {* r'// Inge O+ Eomoly

k.
Infolge obenerwihnter Komplikatlon haben wir zur Zelt such kasplsche
Schwierigkeiten und wilrden ups demsufolge einige Rewawotn Stefanim
{am besten in dleser Form, aber nicht in Kessef schelachem) dusserst

notige Herzlichst Ihr
Komoly

2 Bellagen
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Gglegenhelt,eln Lebe

alle der letzten Zelt erhaltem,.inzwiach

geindert,und devon will berichten,cbzwar

falls tun w.rde

Vor allem,dss 11 cherejAlijah(ral Augwenderung und sh eri | ioher,die vorldu-

N - & S

fire Abstullung der De portations
haengt je ocsusal zusammen, jeshabdb beginne yh ela wen ueber dba allpgeme]
1t ( verbunden

einam furchtburen Terrorsngriff uft )gaben di gon dasa,ds

ie Deporkstionen arbeiten,so gesteerkt wurdem,dessz zu dndest

et wurde,Die speziellen VUrgane wurden sbberulen u d eine apiirbe
‘ontrolle setzte z
Larem
er

serung de lten Bet.ehungen zu ung.Stellen,zwalit

pstellung sur Deportat.on selitens Ungern.Ungeen hat grosse Dei
geiner Yerantwortung fuer des leider ! ( hehene und trachtet gutzumac

noch moeplich lst.Die Verblandung Zu Ungarn het sich wieder gefestigt,vor allem

Otto derjen!ge,der diese Linie bearbeitet.
Die Macht der Ueutschen ist durch dle Entwicklung ndest lateht geworden.ibe

bel 'hm gibt es heute eine sehr bedeutungsvolie Strimung in der

und lsrael pressiert haben,iugenblicklieh wird die ideolog.

gesetzt (Willis Chef),welcher bls jetet de lerniss war,unterlegt

auch mit patholog!sehen Nelgungen und mehr in den Vordergrund komut der
und morelpolitische Faktor,der seinen Ausdruck such schon zu leuse
fund,als der Chef der Zeitung eine sehr unwahre (leider) aber waso
kleerung usber des Judentum gab,die ganz im Gegensatz szu dem 1tand,was

seinen letzten Reden nie zu betonen vergersen het.Diege er vertre

durch einigs Froudde der Deutschen,die «llen Anschein nAech die

ale "on

wenr aus kelnem snderen Grund,dunn deshelb,we 1 sle fuer

Hilfe ln «nspruch nchmen moechten.ln dieser Linie wird weiter gearbeltet.

(Ioh sende unbeendst aein,scle Geden «en-Fragment, Ergaenzung sinas guten

v Willens,Dir such =m 25.,Jull zu schreiben)
%
2




garn festigen ¥¥nnte, ' ’
| Auch milogte man ve N

reuchenl, die M8, 1ichkedt,sich Awsr —
nach R‘n&lim Z2u mm*m st . .
| dege eina = - ; H“""i— "“[‘_,M AW,
~
|
i Gendve, le 5 aoﬁt 1944.

Cher Monsieur, {

J'accuse réception de votire
lettre d'hier, réf. JES/HL, dont le contenu a
eu toute mon attention.

J'apprécie vivement le fait
que vous avez quand méme transmis ma demande,
malgré le travail dont vous-méme et votre
délégation de Hongrie &tes surchargés.

J'attends donc en temps voulu
les renseignements qui pourraient vous &tre
communiqués et, en vous en remerciant d'avan-
ce, vous présente, cher Monsieur, mes salutations
! empressées.

Monsieur Schwarzenberg

c/o Comité International de la Croix-Rouge
Division d'Assistance Spéciale

Gentve

pas SNCOTS 52 T o e
Tournir les yenas
semandeTe
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TELEGRAM SENT /
ol Department Date: August 5, 9 p. M., 17 4.
No: > 04«
Code _ . Chargsed to
Paraphrase
oLl
telegram which follows 1s from McClelland
for
Your 2486 of July 21l.
ring to the first parag
ment's yram referred to above,
the information we possess here CoOncex’
situation of Jews in HungaTy, as reported i
tion's 4972 of August 3, any steps designe
or facilitate entry permission for J
either on a © ary or permanent into countriles

——
a—

gte LEN VAT =

ious difficulty to De

of refuge immigration, should be undertaken. 1T
appears to us that the most S
anticipated 1in carrying out such evacuation is the
practical one of transport and of obtaining the
necessary transit facilities, particularly through
Germany or territory controlled by the latter country.
The most practical direction in which to guide evacua-
tion—depending, to be sure, on current developments
in the Balkans—would seem toO ve the following: exit
from Hungary vie Rumania by sea (or overland through
Bulgaria) to Turkey en route to Palestine or other
havens in North Africa. One hesitates to rely on

the continued acquiescence of Germany to the mitigated -
policy toward the Jews on the part of the Government

@
L |
b

ct
=

With reference to the last paragraph of the
Department's no. 27215 of July 6 and the Legation's
4659 of July 21, the British Government can no doubt
most properly and successfully dispose of the issuance
of Palestine certificates for this purpose. According
to informetion which the Geneva office of the Jewish
Agency for Palestine has furnished to us, about 10,000
nominative family and individual certificates have been
granted for Jews in Hungary since September 15, 1943.

Lists

DY 1
State D 11.72

QEP 2° 9/2
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-0 whom certiflcates na e granted
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instructed wiss

to properly tiri W -
"The bearer c his l(UbD (name) wi be admitted
ag an immigrant intc ine at any ti

he or

she may reach that cc and thereafter wil
Paleﬂtiﬂian citizens accordance with the
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TELEGRAM SENT
To: Department Date: August 5, 10 a. m., 1944.

No: 5023

Code _ Charged to:

Icue
the
the

"How (

been our pri concern, We have

2 bach's proposs with considerable
view of the contradictory and often
of many of them.

Accordinz to recent and reliable reports, this
gonvoy of 1200 Jews has been gsent to the camp of Bergen
Belsen, near Hannover, in Germany.

. From McClelland for WRB.
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TELEGRAM SENT

To: Department Date: 4HAugust 5, 6 p.m., 1944
No: 5046
Code: Brown Charged to:

With reference to note verbale Wo, 257 of June 26,
1944, concerning & communication regardin the inguiry
of American Government with respect to treatment of Jews
in Hungary, Foyal Hungarian Foreign Ministry has the honor
to inform the Swiss Legation of the following:

As in most Burcpean states, Jewish quesiion has,
particularly in recent decades, also become one of the
greatest economic, social and political problems in Hungary.
Jewish problem became especially-difficult as Jewxy,
thanks to liberal organigzation of the State, had been
able secure prominent position in economic, political and
cultaral life. Also in those large states where race
problem was far less important = as for instance negro
question in United States = Government was obliged to
take corresponding measures for protection its own race.

In consequence, variocus governments of Hungary were vliged
to strive against excessive influence of this foreign race,
as Hungarian Jewry constitutes fer greater danger for Hungary
than for instesnce negroes or Japanese for white popmlation

of United States. Jews not only possessed most important
economic positions in Hungary, but thereby exerted vexy
strong influence on netional life of country as whole,

which threatened degenerste foundations of the national
character of the people.

y Recognizing this danger, as in other Buropean states,
4 the Hungarian Governments of the time also undertook
solution of Jewish question. Axrticles of law XV of 1938,
IV of 1939, and XV of 1941 formed legal basis for measures
which tended toward soclution Jewish question.

; Military events on Eastern front and approach of
Soviet army to Hungarian frontier made 1t necessary fully

to
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to mobili ze all military, material end moral forces of
country for defense of dation's existence. This also

meant elimination oi ever ything that would undermine or
diminish tie country's resisting power. AS defeatist
propaganda and agltation of Jews - a8 in 1918 - became

wo re and more perceptible in this decisive phase of the
war, and in order prevent repetition of tragic events
1918-19, Government was obliged to eliminate on increased
scale influence of Jews, They were consequently separated
from rest of population and put to more useful work - either
in country itself or abroad. In so doing Govermment and its
functionaries did not fail consider laws of humanity and
justice, If individual cases of injustice occurred, they
were always due to sporadic actions of some subordinate
organg, which in each case were made responsible.

Numerous Jews were placed at disposal of CGerman Govern~-
ment as workers, as was case for years for tens of thousands
of workers of Hungarian nationality and Chrisiian faith,

Preatment of Jews working in Hungary is similar vo
that mccorded other workers in workcamps (for example
students, etc.).

With respect to food rationing, non-working Jews do
not receive certain more-or-kss luxury articles (such as
rice, fowl, butter, poppy); conceming basic necessities
however they are on same basis as rest of population.

It may be added in supplement that during recent
weeks situation of Jews has been notably improved. En-
closed note gives details regarding these concessions.

At the instance of some foreign organizations (Intexr-
national Red Cross, War Refugee Board), Hungarian Govern=
ment has made it possible for Hungarian Jews To receive
material help, and for & considerable number of Jews to
emigrate to neutral states, respectively, to Palestine.

2. Translation from French of enclosure to above
follows:

Present status of action taken by Hungarian Government
regarding Jews is following:

I.

1. Deportation of Jews for work abroad temporarily
suspended,

2. View
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2, View proposals presented by Swedish Red Cross, by
Swiss Legation acting behalf PFalestinian Immigration Commission
as well a8 by VWar Refugee Soard, Hungarian Government authorized
emigration Jews Sweden, S8witzerland, Palestine and other

countries.

a) Jews who obtain from Swedish King Swedish nationality
can emigrate Sweden in accordance with sgction of Swedish Red
Cross. dJews who have relatives Sweden or who have commercial
contact for certain time with that country can emigrate Sweden
or Palestine. This category includes about 400 or 500 persons.

b) Several thousand Jews are authorized emigratve Palestine
aided by FPalestinian Immigration Commission through intermediary
Swiss lLegation Budapest. Persons indicated above can emigrate
Palestine if bearers "certificat 4'immigration™ delivered by

08

British authorities,
¢) Un basis proposals mentioned above from War Refugee -
Soard, Yungarian Govermment authorized Intercross to arrange =)
sending Jewish children under ten years age T Palestine. &3
War Refugee Soard will be authorized materially assist Jews —
interned Hungary. =
: B
p= |

II.

dhil

In sddition concessions above mentioned, following
mitigations asccorded in treatment Jews:

1., Deportation baptized Jews for work abroad stopped.

2., &) Administration behalf baptized Jews entrusted
- Moounsel for Baptized Jews" established July 6, 1944,

b) Jews baptized prior Augnst 1, 1941 remain in
country but their segregation from non-Jewish persons will
be ordered.

¢) They are obtaining all facilities in exercise
of their religion.

%, @) Fecilities ordered for baptized Jews residing
Budepest will be extended tc baptized Jews outside capital,

b) Revision of situation of baptized Jews sent to
work in Germany foreseen.

4. Soonest possible it will be decided who are to be
gonsidered as converted Jews and such action will affect -

not
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not only Jews aged 16 to 60 but Jews all ages.

Following exempted bear Jewish star:

L4

a) Family members of ministers of Christian religion
(parents, brothers and sisters, wives and children of Protestant
ministers),

b) Dbearers of ecclesiastical (papal) decorations,

¢) members of Ordexr of Holy Sepulchre.

l. &) Discretionary right reserved for Regent in
o

exemption certain number Jews.
There will be exempted:
b) Jews living in marriage with persons of Christian
origin.

¢) Jews bearing certain war decorations (golden medal

military bravery, etc.)
d) Jews of certain special merits.
e¢) Ministers of Christian religions.

2, Departure Jews for work abread will take place under
conditions accordance Humanitarian laws and Hungarian Red Cross
will have possibility exercise control.

Je It will bve permitted send via Red Cross food parcels
to persons interned concentration camps,

HARR ISON

DWM /mak /mjb

Crpanr

S =T ) PLi

VAW N




e oo s e

=
rl’ 5 % j‘
Jp!; ﬂ 4'..|_
- p . ;f.-_\’a“’__;__'uw}#,?.

-]

TELEGRAM SENT

Tolepartment Date: August 5, 3 p.m., 1944
No: 8037

.\
E h .
_— w g
CC'de_ / harged to

PARAFPHEASE
U § URGENT

My telegram No. 5040 ay' date gives a translation
from German of the note of the Bungarian Poreign Office of
July 18 (concemin

my 4260 of July 5th to the Swiss “ega-
tion at Dudapest.

ol ToO
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TELEGRAM SENT
To: Department Date: August, 5, 8 p.m., 1944

«r.l!

No: 5042

Code: - Charged to:

PARAPHRASKEK

Reference is made to the Department's no. 2605,
July 28, midnight.

The British Minister here being without
instructions, I have informed Mr. Pilet-Golaz of
the Department's hope that the Government of
Switzerland will receive Jews from Hungary. I
have also assured him that the Jews will be
evacuated as soon as possible and that arrangements
will be mede for their maintenance in Switzerland
in the meantime.

The Foreign Minister, I understand, is to take
: up this matter with his colleagues on the Federal
Couneil. I shall report developments in the
matter to the Department.

HARRISON
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Zentrale Vertreuensstelle an die mit dieser Mission
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Lieber Herr MeClelland,

in der Bellage iiberreiche ich Ihnen Ausziige aus briefen unserer Freund®
8us Budapest und Buksrest, die uns letztens zugekommen sind.-

Aus den Briefen ist zu ersehen, dass in den letzten wochen eine gemeln—
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; Lieber Herr McClelland, ™
i B h s I % N
E in der Bellage iiberreiche ich Ihnen Ausziige aus sriefen unserer Freunde g :g
E ) . . :.\‘
i aus Budapest und Bukeresti, dle uns letztens zugekommen sinde- tD
i s - -
i ius den Briefen ist zu ersehen, dass in den levzten wochen eine gemein- iy
same Linle der Hettungsarbeit und gegenseitige Hilfe von allen 3 sentren
(Slove. Ungarn und Ruménien) vereinbart und praktiziert worden 1sTe Die-
ses System hat ''ausenden von Juden zur kettung verholfen. Die Aktlon N
selbst ist leider fast nur von Mangel an Mitteln gestort, und darum 3> 2
f appellieren unsere Freunde an uns um sofortige, grossere Hilfe.- i g;
Q\ Ich gestatte mir, Sie auf dle runkte 1 und 2 , sSeite 2, des Briefes aus 4 \{
| Bukarest vom 20.7. aufmerksam zu machen.- ks
| : 3
- Alle enderen Briefe beschreiben die intensive Tatlgkeit unserer Freunde | 5
zu Gunsten der jildischen Allgemeinheit 1n diesen schicksalsvollsten -
i ] Stunden. =0
" i L]
1]
i ' it den besten Wiinschen und herzlichen Grissen
i s
i ; Inr o/ é»‘ §
Beilagen: 4 My ok
¥ N Schwalb
. “
& Mr.
¥ Roswell D« McClelland
o Special Assistent to L
7'1 the American MNinlster .
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Al s oasible to Berne at very shprt notice(B.40 zu 9.2%)

and arrived there at 11. 07. He was lulmrmed that he
was 0 Open 5.M' » despaich case and read the papers
whieh were contained therein,until 5.M. would return

from an inteview(at the ralais Fédéral).

PO | e o

a § Copy for Mr. McC,,lland. Hbds “;H“”?“a-

TELEGRAM RECEIVED | .

Department Date: August 7, 5 p.m., 1;::.
@ No.:. 2715
— Received: August 8, @ a.m.
PARAPHRASE

Departmept's 2657 August 2

hereby
You are/instructed to presen‘t to ICRC
ust 11, in the absence of other instructions
v:g the meantime, the text of
3 epartment's telegram under

-t

1. P—,aase advise Intercross, as soon
telegwam is received, that you will
gust 11 a reply to its communication

' to the so-called Horthy offer.

TAVONOH NI SHAL T°0¥8

'l:isk Government is giving consideration
. time to the reply it will make to the
1 having regquested a delay of three
wn reply was postponed from
. We hope that before that
ons will have been received
- colleague, but delivery of the
is not (repeat not) in any event

_ nd August 11.

have delivered ‘l‘m Intercross the
v, we intend to publish the message

.aply. We hs '(notanotifiad the

b

olbr 7?72 )2l
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_ M.W. was requeste@ by S.M. to come if
POssible to Berne at very shprt notice(8.40 zu 9.2%)
and arrived there at 11. 07. He was infoemed that he
Was to open S5.M' s despaich case and read the papers
which were contained therein,until S.M. would return
from an inteview(at the ~alais Fédéral).

M-W. read the numerous papers,which
referred chiefly to Hungary end to proposals which
were saild to have been made by a person not named,
but wh ich in the papers is repeatedly charscterized
a8 being Willy, o# Willy#s right hand man, and
appearsto be some person if not immediately below
ﬁ.Himmler,then immediately below the person in charge in
Hungary of Himm!er's money or organization:interests.

It further appears, and was known peeviously
from former correspondence , that there had been a proposal
that the Jews in Hungary should not be killed or deported,
th should be"spared"in some national-socialistic sense,
if a sum of 2 000, 000 US Dillars were paid, of which
the Hungarian Jews are said to have gathered 200 000 -

which heve been thrown™ to Willy or Willyks henchman,
in order to quench %is first thirst.
s, Bt~

No furthermoney coming|forth,Willy or his
friends seem to havé been relucatantly compelled to
instigate a very willing Hungarian*subservient
Government to ghettoing and deporting Jews.

Then came a letter from lir.Ngthan Schwalbils
friends,notably Dr.Kastner,who in some not gqui-te
visible way seems to have had access to "Willy"or
his friend or superior,and whiich p rported to say that
#h Willies did not require money, they required
g 0o @4 8 .Dr.Kgstner, in his wish to save people ,
was prepared to do anything and promise anything,
guite clearly without any certainty that such pro-
mises could be kept or fulfilled.He therefore was ready
to offer goods from Switzerland,notably t rac tors.
These tractors were termed to be "agricultural"implem-
ents .However,as has been pointed out later on by
parties on the Allied side,Tractors are n some way
agricultural implements , but thex can be put to use
in drawing cannon,and eery kind of War machines going

on wheels; hence it needs a certain amount of
confidence into the recipient in order to let tractors
be delivered to Germans and their friends.

Theletters further declared that certain
parcels of detained persons had been segregated by
Willy or Willy¢s superior, with & view +to propose
g/harter instead of & downright s a 1l e
of condemned Jews.

These parcels consigted of three items
of different size,viz.
1691 people (Jewish men,women and children)forwarded or
gent to Relsenbergen od Felsbergem, said to be in Hannover,
(and in the letters variously termed Belsen BEEEEP ar

BHren Belsen =
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nominally 10000. .sometimes also said to be 5000 people,
which instaed of being forwarded to Auschwitz or to

some killing place in the "General Gouvernmmmat" , had
been forwarded to Vienna, where they are said to be,
without guarantee, and who should be eventually
delivered in some way to some place .

500 personem, whether children, as Mr.5.M. thinks or
hopes.or grown-ups ,is not shown in any way,who
are said +to be on their way to the Swiss frontier,
described in a telegram as "between St Gall and
Bregenz, (which would mean S+ Margrethen,Austro-Swiss
frontier station) -.

It is said +that Willy or Willyés friend is proving
his rightmindedness and good faith by being prepared
to deliver +this instalment,so to say sample delivery,
in advance,if he is shown that " bmminess " is meant
by the opposite party.

It is evident that this proposal puts lMr Kastner, and
those who may be assisting him in his dealings with
"Willy" and his friends into an immense danger.

The tractor business has been furthered by "Joel"
(Mr.Joel Brand ) who went to Istanbul in order to
make it possible ,but who seems to haveffound dut that

it wald not come off, and did not return.

The Germans,people of high honor in the kind
of dealings proposed by them, are rageing over this
"treason " and defection, and it is quite possible that
many poor Hungarian Jews may have already met their
fate unter the title of" Vergeltung".

Now Mr.Msyer has had to propose to the Federal
suthorties the Deal, (tractor deal, at the rate of
10 tractors for 1000 Jews, and with the remark by
Willy$s friend: " I want to single out those who may
be put to use for our labor needs, and wherever
the balance of "useless material" goes ), im dondt
care & hang whether to Spain,Switzerland or elsewhere."
("igtmir brutto fiir netto wurscht").f¢7. was @n his way,
i.e. he was at the moment when i.W. read the papers,
in Dr.Rothmundds Office to discuss the question:
a) of letting the said people in,notably children,b)
of permitting eventual further entries,c) of
advising the issuance of " free passes" or temporarxy
 admittance for a few hours or daays to a group of
Gestapo or SS -Agents who would negotiate the Tractor
DPeel with § .M. and/or some other party.

When Mr.S.M,returned, he r e por t e d on the
meeting with,Dr.R o0 t h m u n d,Dr.DlUby,of the
Emigrants' Office, and Dr.Stucki ,of the Fed.Political
Department (Foreign Section),as follows:

73 Ir.Rothmund (R) said: Children,yes.,from the

oignt of the Aliens'Polive( Eidg.Fremden-

i ).To be cared for by the Swiss Red Cross Childrend
ppansport mustbe a c com p an i e d yquite

ially,no concaalad(heimlicheg transport will be

- L]
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admitted. Further admittance can be granted to people
who have r e 1 @ £t i v e 8 in Switzerhahd , even to
such who only have connection(Beziehungen) with Switzerld.

Dr.Diiby agreed.

The Swiss Legation and the Delegxation of the I+R.C. shall
see that the emigration €from Hungary with
fin wmsc c Oom-panied transport can be executed.,
and that the formalities as to entry into Switzerland
will be ful filled.This would mean a great progress aj
against the situation now prevailing.
There shall be a collaboration between the
Fed.Police Department,the International Red Cross, and
the Fed.Polit.Departmmen..The Horty declaration shall
be made use of, and it wrll be seen whether the Deportationg
are really stopped and a certain C on t r o 1 will
be available,.
As far as the persons in Hungary are detentors

of San Sglvador Passports,the communications will be
via American Legation to Fed.Political Department, Sub-
Section for Foreign Interests.(Schutz fremder Interessen).
The Passports also shall be delivered in this way.
(Dr.Stucky).

M oney traxfer to & relativs in Hungary via
I1.R.C.-Joint.
Unauthorized entry, also entry of "Agents Provocateurs"

(Spitzel) not admitted.(Dr.R.).

e e e et S P e e

| The Thesis(standpoint,stogan)of a promise made by Hu ngary
#n reply to a "démarche" made by the Federal Council

must be taken to =mk=imk be working, and therefore

| any Goods Transactio n(Barter

i with respect to such matters to b e & AEGHSrYe 1 3y

| grealgde d .

' Tne poposition of S.M. to continue negotiations,and

? thereby defeffing & def.nite break-off,or solution .
l

|

is approved. This means according to S.M. that there
isno Veto tohis uniertaking negotiations

with represntatives of the Willies.

The question of "Passierscheine" for the negotiators

has not been settled or definitely discussed,but

it hes been mentioned that it would be doubtful whether
any such temporary admittances would be granted.

The Inserview took place on the basis of the followinmg
papers:
" Extract Nr.60
Telegramm Kastner-to SM. 7.Aug.l1944 .
Telegramm Joint-Lisbon to S.M. 7.VIII. 44. .-76
The latter telegramm says that n o negotimations
as ta barter shall be concluded withomt the express
consent of said Corporation.

Dr,R othmund quites agreed that the Composition of the

traein advised by lMr.Kastner (500 persons Swiss frontier)

ought to be investigated by Swix Int.R C.C. Dehegation

in Hungarx, possibly by Swiss Legation

Dr.Walther ,representing iir.Edw.I.Haller ,watches the
interests of the Delegation of the Fed~Cpuncil for
 Pugitives'' |latters.

' t'-h "lih& G‘rmd Mufty LI NT awuw
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Von der Ungehewerlichkeit der Schadde wurde am Schlusse
der Besprechung noch Erw&hnung getan."

(¥ inally it was still mentjoned what & shame it was
one was obliged to discuss in a businesslike way a
proposition such as submitted by the Willies".

§ (MW) Npotes extracted from the papers:
Letter 28th.Jyly by Dr.Kgstner(Israel ).

a) "In order to meke & n impression(um Eindruck zu
erwekken) the total sum of the goods offered was
evaluated at 30 Million"(Francs,Peng8s?)

T T R——

; S +thinks it risky, and only to be explained
by the hopelessness of the situation, tat Israel
Kastner offers such goods at all,and to ths ampunt
of 30 million francs, without som much as considerimg
whether it may be possible to deliver any goods, and
to what extent, snd whether it might be probable that
the situation in Hyngary would really be alleviated or
bettered by it.

( M.W.mentions that at a certain date in Poland
Jewish houses were ransacked by a "J,denrat" in
order to offer a ransom, under the supervision of
a Gestapoman , who egged them on by wikxly words, while
at the same time the people who ought to have been
saved by this ranson were exeguted on & hill above the
lit¥le town.).

| m—

—

b) There is a letter dated Theredienstadd , on

a letterhead with the picture of a medieval town,

gigned by & number of Jewish names,parfof them very

good clear signatures of a markedly intellctual character ,
Medicel men,Scientists and others,who assert that every-
thing is allright in Theresienstadt,that Jewish

life is flourishing there, etc.et=mc.

It is quite incomprehensible what this is to
mean ,but thak fact thet similar declarations had to
be made by people in Auschwitz and elswhere,who immediateyly
afterwards were killed off ,so that their letters
arrived after their death,is an ill proof for the
veracity of this report.It will be impossible for the
present to verify this report.Perhaps it was a
piece of informationdelivered by the Willies in £
order to make their Deal more likely.

¢) It appears that the Hungarian government vould be
prepared to let a great number of Jews emigrate to
Palestine, and that the Rumanian Government are
reedy to let thep pass to Constanza, and thet ships
would be madr aveilable .
M.W. tninks that the guestion of letting
Jews pass out by Rumenia would at any rate be reserved
to the Germans, and it has come out later on,(10.VIII),
thet indeed it is for Willy and his friends to deciede
. whether they will let them emigrate , and that "Willy
is not interested in letting those Jews emigrate to Palest-

ine,in view of his good relations(i.e.the Germans' relations)

~ with the Grand Mufty.".Nr.60
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d) There is a new popopsal to save,allegedly,
6000 Grown-ups, and 2000 children, against a payment
down of 42 000 000 000(#2 billon) Lei.

This has not yet been dealt with.

1 e) There is a letter by M.Matthieu Muller, which mentions
'ngurpers", which seems to imply the action of Mr.Stern-
buech, with respect to the tractors.

No doubt, this action hes done rather harm than
good, because it simply implied that the proposal
of Willy or his friends was & certainty, that it
would come off and that it would guarantee the stop 3
of deprtation and the saving of the 17 000 people
as specified on pages 1/2 above.

In fact,the proposal pught to have been investigated,
and its possibility studied,before making a lot of
endeavors .-It is perfectly comprehensible that the
people implied 1in Hyngary,inclusive of Mr.Kastner,
shoid try their best, while a consideration of the
basis of the whole businesswould make it probable
that all the so-called proofs of the good faith
of the Willies in this matter ate strongly con-
tradicted by the behaviour of their brethren in
Poland.A point not yet mentioned is e.g. that
of the bath towels and soap handeé& +to prisoners in
Auschwitz before they were led in to be gassed.

S.M. mentjong a different plan worked out by certain
people without consulting him, with a certain manufact-
urerx in Switzerland about the @livery of other
kindis of goods. This plan has not been seriously
discussed by him.

S.M, states: There are simply two sets of facts and
of dealings:

I.0PPICIAL facts and dealings.There is the declaration

of Horthwy in Treply to an appesl by the International

Red Cross .There is the activity of the Swiss Federa
Gouncil,its Departments, the I.R.C.,the Swiss Red Cross, the
Hungerian Administration ,the Delegate for Jewish Questions
Miklosch Krausz, and the Officials of Nzism.

II.There is Grmp Work by private Groups,partly in their
own interest, perhaps also in the interest of ALL,seen
from & groap stand point.

IIT.® THe JOINT thinks of all and works for all.
Hﬁgt are the relations between Hungarians and Nazidom,is
. not exactly known.As far as has been assured,the Hungarians

o ask for no ¢ @a 8 h in order to get rid of Hungarian Jews.
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As far as o f f 1 c 1 a1l dealings are concerned,
the principle isgx thatHyngarian Jews, and in a way

the JOINT for them, askx only for 1 egalprot -
ection for them and for ALL.

As far as Group work is to be done or subsidizedry

it must be in a certain proportion with funds.

In faet,much more than is really proportionate, has
been forwarded for Groups or by the representative

of groups,

At any rate, I and II mnust be clearly distingﬁshed.
Note Nr. 60 I to 60 VI.

Report by the IRC COMMITTEE (HUNGARIAN DELEGATION ,or rather
Delegate for Hungary). 28.VII.44
This report is rather good, &nd M.W. asks whether
the delegates have s e e n what they report, and
whether +this is a repoyt which would hold good for

some time or whetherfit is a report under the
heading " Pdemkin Villageé(Potemkin!sche Dbrfer),
i.e. a report whié¢h would not hold water if slightly
punctured, or which,if the investigation were repmted,
would be different.

S.M. sgka ; Isd t £ r ue? Ist eswahr?

f@ﬁiﬁ is the question.,
Nr.60 I.  to VI do rather look like Group work,
eand it ought to be found out to what extent group
intsrests are preferred.

This is also the constant worry of S.M.

Of course, an active group will always strIngly im-
press the course of things, and may to a certain
extent, and sometimes even very effectiully, work
for the interest of all.

On the other hand,an active group may
have it owm policy, and its own axes to grind,
and if there are other cconsiderabxe groups guite
as worthy. but less vocel,they may be receiving less
than what they deserve

Therefore, the JOINT reprssentative will

alawayes have to look &at the interests of the WHOLE.

8.M.requests M.W. to put into writing his "Findings"
as to the proposal by "WILLY'S FRIENDS".He states
that he has no confidence whatever in those who de-
pend from H-H.- A trasport to Spain seems very unlikely
under actua k circumstances.-If one were to enter into
@ proposal like "W illyts" ,it would have to be
under goods guarantees, .such that Willy would have to
show ﬁfa exectution " draw for draw" so that he would
only receive his compensation when the people were
no 1 onger under his power.-If 18 has been said that
Germans would under certain conditions destroy Ausch-
] le because they will certainly des-

bz ,this meens 1itt
'tii,if they can,before the Russians have it.
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August 9,1944. 'ﬂ)

Dear Ross, I gave your indicatiols TO
L, and = as he asked me some statlsS—
tical data etc, on Jewish children i
H, I promised him to give them by ¥0-
morrow, Than he will write something
dated from London, He tried to knoW
something more on the Red Cross ac-
tion, but I did not tell him anything
at all,

I received the Hungarian papers up GO
August 3, There is very little news
in them, 86ill few itmes on Jews, but
strong attacks on the Church which
protects baptized Jews elc.etc.

This is a letter I mentioned you on
the telephone, Kalman, a practizing
Doctor, is member of the Oprecht
group. He is in contact with MN org.
and with 8wiss cercles through his
marriage, He is quite an active man,

and could be helpful in techmical de=

tails, If you are interested to meet
him, just write him, or he can get in.
to0 touch with the competent organiza-
tions where he could represent the

" H, demoeratic side,

Sincerely yours, L.

BN
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Dr.A.Kdlmén

Kalechbtihlstr.52. Ztirich, B. August 194%

Tel.: 50889 St eraltns ﬁﬁﬂwmd‘ydbi;

' Y ol he Jwn w (]

Lieber Freund,

Bei unserer gestrigen telephonischen Besprechung waren
wir beide der Ansicht, man muss die Aktion fir die Rettung der
ungarischen Kinder mit der grissten Lnergie und Bile Fortfiihren.
Unsere Arbeit muss m.BE. drei Gebiete umfassen:

1. Gewinnung der bffentlichen lieinung in der Schweiz fir
die Aufnahme von Kindern aus Ungarn.

2. Die Behtrden und kompetente Organisationen der schweiz
sollen dazu bewogen werden,ihr Binversténdnis zu geben.

3, Technische Vorbereitung der aAufnahume und Unterbringung

unserer Kinder in der Schweiz.

Ad 1. : Nach dem matigen Aufruf des Zurcher Vereins ist es
ndtig die Fresse /z.B. in der frgnzas.Schweiz/ mit weiteren Artikeln

zu versehen.
Ad 2. : Da missen wi

Mac Clelland in Anspruch nehmen.

Ad 3. : In erster Reihe sind die Zurcher und Genfer
sowie die M.N,F.F. dazu berufen, fir Femilien,
leiter und Kinder-

r in erster Linie die Hilfe wvon Herrn
ungar.

Vereine,linsere Gruppe,
welche die Kinder aufnehuen, zu sorgen, Aerzte, Lager

pflegerinnen in der ungaerischen Kolonie nu suahen. ;
Ich bitte Dich, diese Pr 3 mit Herrn iac Clelland

d mich iiber die néc B informieren.

—
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Department Date: August 10, midnight, 1944

B0
_ Received: August 11, 11 a.m.

PARAPHRASE

This telegram has been repeated to the Embassy at
o London as the Department's No. 6331, of August 10.

e is made to the Department's telegram No.
t ;, which was repeated to London as No.

» Embassy in Washington bhas informed the

e Board that the British Government agree
n offer should be accepted and are ready

press declaration to that effect with the

WM States.

;mi.hm!.r uﬁrﬂua that 1mt§mtiona i

_ ﬁ'ﬂtﬁ. the Britis“ Minister in
_ta htozmvaurmhnom
at y of the British Covernment -
_ to the reply of the Covernment D
| should in any event deliver the 18

of the uhatca ) the text of 1
%gme d in m l)_i_ Lo t's telegram
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Bern, August 10, 1944,

o
8

Dear Mr. Woods: 3 %
Another service of the Legation would o
1ike to know if Alfred SCHAEFFER, General =
Manager of the Union Bank of Switzerland, -
. Zurioh, is e suitable person to be contacted H
f for the purpose of conducting certain matters %
I of a very confidential nature, We have had =
1\ some contact with Mr, Schaeffer on different =
! subjects, but I have not sufficient informa- o
[ tion on file concerning the man himself to o

answer the que stion.

'S 1,000 11 .u,I recall Mr. Altaffer knows Mr. Scheeffer
! . . .end may, therefore, be sble to assist us in deter-
; . mining whether Mr. Schaeffer 1s' suitable.

e A
A A1,
aae

5 t1 et Sincerely yours,
| For the Minister:

Daniel J. Reagan
Commercial Attachd

Bam E. Woods, Bsquire,
American Consul Genersl,
Zurich.

A true copy
DECLASSIFIED of the signed
original: .~

Btate Dept. Lottor, 1.11.79
By R H. Parls puse SEP 25 1972
——vere
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Extract from Memorandum concerning the Minister's call
on Mr. Piet-Golaz at 10:30 August 11, 1944,

(%) Palestinian certificates. Mr. Pilet informed me

that he was sending instructions to his legation in
Budapest to the effect that Switzerland would be prepared
to give temporary refuge to 8,000 holders of Palestinian
certificates in the event that they were not able to make
their way eastward. Mr. Pilet stated that this was in
addition to the proposed permission for the entry of child-
ren from Hungary and expectant mothers.

N.B. When I gave this information to Mir. McClelland he
queried whether the statement "8,000 holders of Palesti-
nian certificates" might not 1nvolve a far greater number,
since Palestinian certificates, he understood, in many
cases did not cover a single individual but covered wnole
families. There might be as many as 40,000 covered by
8,000 Palestinian certificates.

I then tried to confirm with Mr. Pilet-Golaz my
understanding of nis statement and subsequently, on
Auvgust 12, I reached him by telephone. Mr. Pilet informed

me that it was his understanding from the reports
frem Minister Jzeger that reference had besn made to
8,000 individuwals. In any case, his instructions to
M fg@ﬁz Jaeger would make that clear, that is to say,
thq& Switzerland would be prepared to give temporary
2 w"j xb 8 000 individuals. I passed on this informa-

T°C#R
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@ Bern, Augast 11, 1944.

T have a number of your letters pefore me which I shall
endeavor to answer chronologically.

Dear Mr. Stermbuch:

1n repard to your letter of the second of August, I am
afraid that I have no precise or official infommation as 1O
the number of camps for Jews in Hungary or as to the number
of pexrsons in them. According to unconfimmed information
there are 1BTge camps located at Kistarcsa, Sarvar, Miskole,
Jasgzbereny and Pecs. The International Red Cross 18 awaiting
farther information from jts delegates in Hungary &8 to the
needs in foodstuffs in these camps and the best manner of
forwarding it. I should recommend, therefore, that you
remain in contact with Intercross, telling your friemnds in
Tangier meanwhile that you will wire them as soon as the
Red Cros8s can supply you with detailed instructions.

With respect to your levter of the'6th of August, since
it is still most doubtful that Jews in Hungary possessing
Palestine certificates can de successfully emigrated, 1t
would seem advisable to me to concentrate on obtaining &
satisfactory solution to this problem before complicating
matters by intrcducing the question of the emigration of
Jews in Slovakia possessing certificates, who fortunately
are'mot in as critical & situation as those in Hungary.

Your letter of the Tth of August mentions once more
the group of 48 persons removed from Vittel on the 16th of
May. On the 28th of July we received an official communica-
tion from the Federal Political Department, Division eof
Foreign Interestis, enclosing a list of 51 persons transferred
from the camp of Vittel to the camp of Bergen-Belsen on the
15th of May. This 1ist was compiled on the 6th of July by
a delegate of the Swiss Legation in Berlin on the occasion
of his visit to Vittel.

In your letter of the 8th of August, you transmit to

JEWS 13 EU PE me

\A"
31

g

Mr. I. Sternbuch,
Schweiz. Hilfsverein fur jud.
Fliichtlinge im Ausland,
Les Colondalles,
Montreux.




o

of a telegram regarding the 163 persons removed
from Vittel which you have received from your OTj anization
in America. 'he fact that the United States, and particularly
the Wer Refugee Board, have pIroi ted the exchange of these
ainst German nationals in South America is quite
steps in this direction were begun

me the text

people a
coxrrect. As you know,
several months ago and have con

-+

since that time. e have neve

the Swiss ernment that these pe

Bergen-Belsen. 'he only reason gi

Swiss for the removal of these perscons from ittel wa

they were not able %o mmish adequate proof of their L:

,Iﬂd‘mgrican ragitic;nallty. _.'_ helieve I have previously communicated
this unsatisfactory explanation to you.

Fhe telegram which you sent me on the Tth August 19
been forwarded toc the Union of Orthodox bbis v the United

pswell D. McClelland,
secial Assistant To
American Minister.
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ation 7o Department Date: August 11, 11 a, m., 1944,
conoe
regalr
Inite Code - Charged to:
» issu
Paraphrase
re nov
to exj Reference is made to the Department's 2656 of
nittet August 2 and the Legation's 4972 and 4974 of August 3,
recia’ and 5043 of August 5.
y, &
(r)zl;{xgh Several reparts which shed additional light on
soon the present situation of Jews in Hungary with respect
4o b in particular to the ransom and emigration aspects of
“ture the problem have just reached Switzerland. The reports
are dated the end of July and are from reliable Jewish
: Unit sources in Budapest (Perez, Kasztmer, and Komoly).
rised In spite of preliminary reassuring news of an agree-
amd e ment between the Hungarian Government and ICRC to
iiiqgr permit Jewish emigration to Palestine and elsewhere,
rpfuf as well as of relief to Jews remaining in Hungary,
> Unid it now appears that ranking Gestapo agents of the
thell so-called "Sondereinsatzkommando," sent to Budapest
1148 especially to direct the deportation of Jews, have no
bl**t; intention of permitting them to emigrate freely,
-stenty particularly to Palestine, if they cean prevent it,
) take After the attack on Hitler and the rapid worsening
:8CUSH of the German military situation, the Gestapo in
zliglo Budapest shifted their interest from the ideological
aspect of the extermination of the Jews te the purely
material benefits in labor, goods and money to be
derived therefrom. The essence of their present atti-
orable tude is contained in a declaration made by the head
x Hube of the Gestapo to Kasztner to the effect that "it was
Pre his desire to pump out the necessary labor from the

Jewry of Hungary and sell the balance of valueless
human material against goods with value™,

On the other hend, the Hungarian Government led
by Regent Horthy apparently has been frightened not
only into stopping deportation (July 9) but alse into
attempting to make up for the unsavory réle it has
played already in the persecution and deportation of

the
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the Jews by favoring their emigration and relief to
them under the supervision of Intercross. Krausz, of
the Jewish Agency for Palestine, has accordingly been
allowed to set up an office in the Swiss Legation,
where the emigration to Palestine of the 8,700 families
mentioned previously is being actively prepared, For
the first convoy of 2,000 people, Hungarian exit
permits and Rumanian transit permits have already been
obtained and it is reported that boats are available
at the port of Constanza., The German exit permits
from Hungary have not (repeat not) been granted and,
according to the statements of the Gestapo chief to
Easztner, the permits will not be granted unless
certain ransom terms are fulfilled.

When the mission to Istanbul of Joel Brandt
(please see no. 4258 of July 5 from the Legation)
failled to produce concrete results and he did not
return to Hungary but instead proceeded to Jerusalem,
Jewish oircles in Budapest, in the face of obvious
German displeasure, made desperate efforts to keep
the negotiations with the Gestapo going by raising
goods and valuables from local sources to the value
©of three million Swiss franes and by stating that a
oredit of two million Swiss francs would be opened
in Switzerland to cover the purchase of goods
(sheepskins) in Slovakia and tractors in Switzerland,
The affair of the 40 tractors which Sternbuch brought
to our attention (see no. 4802, July 26 from Bern)
was part of this deal, The deal was negotiated by
Link and Freudiger of the Orthodox group in Budapest
and relayed to Sternbuch, The Gestape in Budapest,
on the basis of the above offers, refrained from sending
to Auschwitz during the initial period of deportations
the following groups, totaling 17,290 persons:

1) 1,690 persons; the 1,200 Rabbis and prominent
Orthodox Jews mentioned previously appear to have been
& part of this number. This group was sent via Bratis-
lava to Strasshof in Austria and later to the Bergen-
eoii:?n camp in Germany, where they are at the present

L ]

2) Cirea 15,000 persons sent to an unknown
destinetion in Austria, to be kept, as the Gestapo
stated, "on ice";

Se
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3. 600 persons confinmed in Budapest still.,

The various offers described were made as a stop-
gap in the desperate hope that Brandt's negotiations
would, in the meantime, be successful and thus render
superfluous these makeshift deals, Kasztner writes
as follows in this connection: "We were forced to
enter upon such negotiations to gain time or do
nothing™, Apparently, he was further encouraged by
a telegram of June 30 from Barlas of the Jewish
Agency in Istanbul which stated that funds would be
available for the prevemtion of deportatiom and for
emigration,

Representatives of the Gestapo in Budapest
expressed the desire to meet Joseph Schwartz, of the
Joint Distribution Committee in Lisbon, to discuass
the terms of payment and the release of 17,290 Jews
who were to be allowed to go to Spain according to
the orginal agreement. Following the attempt on
Hitler's life, the meet place was changed, on
orders from Berlin, to on the Franco-Spanish
frontier, and, fellowing Schwartz' unwillingness
to meet them at all, the Germans agreed to meet
Saly Mayer instead, as a neutral citizen, at the
Swiss-Austrian frontier om August 13 or thereabouts.
The Germans also agreed, as proof of their "good
faith" and upen Easztner's insistence, unconditionally
to release a convoy of 500 persomns from Bergen-Belsen
which would be permitted to come to Switzerland. The
Germans finally gave assurances that no deportations
of the 17,290 Jews would take place until the question
had been discussed with a representative of the Joint.

An agent of the Gestapo visited Jewish groups
in Bratislava on July 21 and was assured by them
that 300 tractors were available in Switzerland.
The news created a very favorable impression with
the head of the Gestapo in Budapest since, as Kasztner
reports, "tractors are what are most desired and used
here®. Before the departure of Brandt, the Gestapo
in Budapest hed declared that they were willing to
trade 1,000 Jews for every ten tractors and even went
80 far as to give assurance that "they would destroy
the (plant' at Auschwitz" if delivery of the tractors
was seriously begun.

_ My personal opinion, in the light of the foregoi
4 information, is that Saly Mayer should be allowed ton8

meet
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meet agents of the Gestape (provided that his owp
Government, with whom the matter h&s been discussed,
approves and grants the necessary border permits

for the German agents) in an attempt to draw out
negotiations and gain as much time as possible,
without making any commitments, if possible, I
recommended to Saly Mayer, and he agreed, that e
preliminary telegram be sent to Budapest to postpone
the scheduled meeting a few days, pending the arrival
of a letter to be dispatched August 10 by courier to
Budapest. The letter is to state, in turn, that

no meeting can take place prior to the arrival in
Switzerland of the convoy of 500 Jews. In view of
the rapidly chaning military situation, any time
gained is in faver of the endangered Jews. Before
Mayer goes to such a meeting, we must have, on the
other hand, some very definite expression of your
opinien as to whether any commitments whatever, on
the basis of tractors, money or both, can be entered
upon in the event that it is impossible to stall.

The fact should also be borne in mind that the

chief of the Gestapo in Budapest has already declared
that not one of the 40,000 Jews whose emigration to
Palestine is being planned at present, will be allowed
to leave Hungary unless tractors are obtained in trade
for them. As regards the first sentence of your 2656
of August 2, I cannot assume personal responsibility
for a final decision in a serious matter of this kind.
However, it is my personal opinion that apart from
the maneuver to gain time, it is impossible at this
juncture to embark ugon & program of buying Jews out
of the hands of the Nazis, partioularly in exchange
for goods that might enable the enemy to prolong the
war, Furthermore, there is no assurance that the
Swiss Government would be willing to permit the entry
into Switzerland of Jewish refugees from Hungary for
whose release a ransom had been paid.

Above from McClelland for WRB
HARRISON

RDM:nf
Copy to RDM

In duplicate to CA
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~I! Bern, August 11, 1944.

My dear Mr. President:

In my letter of August 8, 1944, I informed
you of the receipt by the Department of State of
a communication from the International Red Cross
Committee concerning the departure of Jews from
Hungary and the desirability of making a publie
statement regarding the number of entry permits

which the United States Government would be %
willing to issue to emigrant Jews from Hungary. P

I have now been instructed by the Department =
of State to express to the International Red .5 it

Cross Committee the United States Government's
great appreciastion for the Committee!s kind
cooperation, and to request that the Committee
be good enough to convey to the Hungarian Govern-
ment, as soon as possible, the following message
: referring to that Govermment's offer to permit
! the departure of Jews from Hungary:

o MOH

v

G R A3l daln]

)\ Yo |

"The United States Government has been
advised by the International Red Cross
Committee of the Hungarian Govermment's
willingness to permit certain categories
of refugees to emigrate from Hungary.
The United States Government, in spite
of the substantial difficulties and respon-
sibilities that are involved, has con-
sistently made clear that it is determined
to take all practicable steps for the
rescue of the victims of politiecal or g
religious oppression.

"The

The Honorable .

Max Huber,
President, International Red

Cross Committee, i
Geneva.
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"Phe Government of the United States,
taking into account the humanitarian
consideratiors involved as regards the
Jews in Hungary, now specifically repeats
jts assurance that arrangements will be
made by it for the care of all Jews who
in the present circumstances are allowed
to leave Hungary and who reach territory
of the United Nations or neutral countries,
and that it will find for such people
temporary havens of refuge where they may
live in safety. The governments of neutral
countries have been advised of these assur-
ances and have been requested to permit the
entry into their territory of Jews from
Hungary vho may reach their frontiers. The
United States Government is now awaiting
information with regard to the concrete
steps which the Hungarian Government will
take to carry out its proposal.”

I have also been instructed to advise the Inter-
national Red Cross Committee that the United States
Government is of the opinion that in view of the
assurances given in the message quoted above, it will
not be necessary to consult the South American Govern=

ments at this time.
Please believe me, my dear Mr. President,

Very sincerely yours,

H (1;‘ AlpwAFwe Iy ‘:.ﬂlqm:f :
spnchatudon oo il
UNs A
W"‘a v ’ Chw) M 6t F ;;ﬁ-(q*‘}

H,
» TELAND HARRISON
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COMITE INTERNATIONAL DE LA CROIX-ROUGE

AGENCE CENTRALE DES PRISONNIERS DE GUERRE

Rappeler dans la réponse :

f T i
Chdques 5: *‘;""4". ek FA ot R ) GENEVE. LL aole 1ly4s,
postaux L 5527 Wi
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To: Department Date: August 12, 8 p.m. 1944

i (, No: 5248
Code: - w Charged to: 2 ik ["5«!1.!!(’ [ Mp'ft,
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Please refer to my telegram No. 5042, of August,
5, 1944,

g On August 11 I was told by Federal Councillor
i Pilet-Golaz that he was advising the Swiss Minister
in Budapest that, in the event that it would not be
possible for them to proceed esatward, Switzerland
would be prepared to give temporary refuge to 8,000
individuals holding Palestinian Certificates.

Mr. Pilet-Golaz, however, entertained considerable
doubt as to whether the individuasls in question would
be able to obtain permission to proceed westward, since,
according to the latest information he has recelved
Trom Budapest, it did not lie with the Hungarians or
with the Wehrmacht, but with the Gestapo, as to whether
the necessary permission would be accorded. The
willingness thus expressed by Mr. Pilet-Golaz to
receive holders of Palestinian Certificates was in
addition to the proposed asylum for expectant mothers
and children.
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TELEGRAM SENT

To: Department Date:  August 12, noon, 1944.
No: 5233
Code - - Charged to:
3 Paraphrase {?EE)

or8

y From McClelland for WRB.

T

. With reference to numbered paragraph 6 of the

! Department's“2407 of July 13, certsinpqualifiad

relief organizations are being contacted with a

view to obtalning lists of persons in territery
controlled by the enemy in whose names Latin American
documents have been issued but who are not in possession
of these documents,

However, too extensive an inquiry of this kind
is not recommended since it is guite liable to result
in the compilation of unlimited lists of persons for
whom it will be claimed such documents, those of El
Salvador in partioular, were issued in the past but
could not be sent to those persons. In this connection
please see no. 4109 of June 28 from this Legation.
The Consulate General of El Salvador in Geneva has
in the past issued so-called ™nationality" documents
by the hundreds, usually pre-dated, and 1t appears
that, if encouraged, will continue to do so on a
larger scale,

AMVONOH NI sMEpl

With reference to the Legation's 3867 of June 17,
we feel that the forwarding of false Salvador doouments
into Hungary should be discontinued since deportation
has ceased, and such papers are apparently valueless
for entry into E1 Salvador and neither the Hungarians
nor the Germans are deceived by them or accord any
preferential recognition to their bearers. Some weeks
ago several ocases were reported to us from Hungary in
which the possession of Salvador documents had exactly
the opposite effect from that desired and occasioned

: the immediate arrest by the Hungarian authorities of
il the bearers for being in possession of false nationality

papers.
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In view of the position taken by the Salvadoran
Government towards these fraudulent doocuments (your

2484 of July 21), it would appear inadvisable to &
ganction them officially by presenting them to the -
: Swiss Federal Political Department, particularly y
| 3 when it is felt that any large increase in the number
- i of false Latin American documents, if called to the &

i g attention of the German Government, may readily
l : jeopardize the already precarious status of the

i thousands of bearers of all such documentation

now in German hands and who may have hitherto been 1
saved from deportation primarily because the Govern- T
ment of G,rmany chose to reocognize their documenta- &
tion and place them inm regular civilian internment

camps for American nationals, feeling perhaps that i
they constituted a reservoir for exchange against ;
pationals of Germany held in the Western Hemisphere.

A Gl el

e
i
A

)

e 4+ As emphasized in numbered paragraph 2 of our L
4 4659 of July 21, the Germans will probably only &=
continue to honor any fraudulent Latin American et
documents so long as they feel there exists the :

practical possibility of exchange. o
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Roswell D
Genev

My dear Mr McClelland,

1;:-4 u:l«:j;d : Vt:!/ W‘ﬁ 3 GENF, . 14. August. Lo

53, rue des Paqguis
Fnain- A

Hasa WaNTalland.

: at
}W“‘\"M i iy e N
) g8 govon sEx.

St. Gallen, den August l4th 1944

Postfach

Telephon 2.38.71 fenden Freu

jen Geleganl

jen unsére i

please find ancl.el. vor bru
Cable Kazstner Aug 13th :

Cable Reznlc to Lisbone

and

draft No 1 of Dr Wyler with
reference to meeting delegation.

Briefes VO

-Bergen zu

Bratislave
Yours yery respectfully
s hiesigen !
hierher anfi
§0 Clelland Egq n nockmals |

und verblel
‘reundlichen

[ar
N. Schyelb
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Telephon 2 ' - des |
Lieber Herr McClelle
$oh komme zuriick auf ri BRPTacLe. un estitige mit
herzlichem Dank € g zur Verl L stellte S € n Sfr. 100,000~

y . S I e
(lluncie]'ttau:«end), -:i__ie wir unseren leldenden ul K fenden Fre i
édﬁr, Bratisl. und Buk, mit der letzten sSicC botenen Gelegenhelt gesandt
ﬁaben, Mit dieser Ihrer vers indnisvollen Hilfe werden unsere Freunde 1lhre
weltere Hettungs- und {1fsarbeit fortfiihren und Viele vor brutaler Depor-
tation und Tod retten.-
In der in schrift eines jefes von elnem Tell-
nehmer strasshof - Belsen-Bergen zu lLhre efl,
Kenntnisnahme. Das Schreiben auf dem Wege noch VOT ratislava nac ratisle.
geschrieben.-
Wire es nicht moglich, dass das Rote Kreuz oder 1iesigen wenlg-—
stens dle genannten 170 Kinder dieses Transportes hierher anfordern sollenf®=

Indem ich Ihnen fiir alle Ihre bisherigen Bemlihungen nochmals bestens dankdes >

wiinsche ich Ihnen Erfolg in Ihrer welteren Arvelt und vexz
freugdlichem Gruss

Beilage erwédblnt.

Mr .

Roswdall D. Meec Clelland
Special Assistent to the
American Minister

Bern




Liebe Frounde,

E:;izgﬁ":;n:izaziten wir von Budspest ab, trafen Sanstag sbend in Magyaro-
% Gart und '15 Diengltag abend verwellten. Dort wurde unsere Felserou~
gt m:tgetelitwugggg Q?;r f&::illixumnrom nach Szenc gebracht. Es

wur nick i

?ﬁfnﬁiﬁ on, sondern Euas 1tz bei 6rﬁn;.e VASPRTISIAD R, N YO
: ’ 2 :22n172g‘356 en bitten wir Ruen, unverziigiich Onkel Wily szu besu-
zgln @ ingende Hilfe in Anspruch zZu ne'men. Er mige das Nitlge

unseren Gunsten veranlasssen, insbesondere:

%c gi: Qurggiziae dureh Fuch zu sicherm

. Bew gung zu erl n, das ne -
gengzitt;i mitnehmen kbnnzg?gn' § vie.Tn.Sueb. Mokl Mg FIREE. Y

. 88 ¢ FReise, wie urspringlich gepla
vorbgr?iget und . durchgefihrt wErdo. p—— dur:P M o
Onkel Willl wird asueh von unseren Ireunden Reszt und Fill

) p gebeten, (trotz-
g;:;:rdda?zoit n%cgt im Amte 1st), sein Migllchstes aufzubleten, d;!! dle
;erﬁen erung nech "sléstine den Vereimbarungon entsprechend, abgewickel®
- E X

gl;ichzeitig bitte leh Euech, melnem Froeund Lﬁwenherzl;ur Kenntnls zu
ringen, das: wir demméichst dort oder in Ausspitz eintreffen werden,
dass or also eoinen Kontakt mit uns suchen soll,
Aueh Kikus mPge sofort alles unternehmen, damit die Heise ohne Reibung vor
slehbgehen kbnnen soll. 3

Unbedingt besucht uns; sobsld wir eintreffen. 5 v

"&q Wiat/8 8 antihds ¢ Mit besten Uriissen
Wy WS A Josef Be
ein, das: dle Be-

Wihrend des Schreibens der Zeilen trirft die Mittellung
willigung angekommen 1ste Wir falren soeben weiter. In Wejnori sandte ieh
ein Telegramm umd bat in demselben, uns Lebensmittel zur Ver!iligung wu
stellen, Der Lokomotivfilhrer sagte uns jedoch, dass wir nlcit In Cratis-
lava stehen bleiben und die Fahrt nach Kuty fortsctzens Der rolizelchef
behauptet dagegen, des: wir nach Wien Ostbammhof fahren. Wigllcherwelse
knnen belde Hitteilungen stimmen, dehe wir fahren iber Lundenburz nach
Wiens Unserée Bitte an Fuch 1st daher: Verst indigt hiervon unsere Freunde
mm&uﬁ, weiters sorget viellelcht aueh dafiir, dass wir lrgend-
; hen Komtakt auch von Gort haben sollen, Ueberdies sprechet mit wily
2 und sorget dafiir, dess Ihr dauernd Mittellungen ilber unser Schicksal er-
haltety Palls es nicht gelingen solite, bel Fuch Lebensmittel aufzunelmen,

8o bletet alls Mogliche auf, scheut keine Kesten, und schicket uns dlese
Unsere gensue Zail 1st:

.? Lebensmittel mit elnem Boten nach Wien naclie 1690
darunter etwas XM® 170 Kinder u-ter © Jahren. Eine grosse Anzhhl 13t unter
diesen, dle aus den Lagern, von denen aus dle Deportationen gemachit wur-
den ‘hiaihirgobrnoht, um slch diesem Pransport anzuschliessens Unter uns
befinden slech us Ae Rav Stassery Debrecen, Faw Glasner, Kolosvar, Hav
ﬁﬁ%ﬁilblln, Szetmear, Rav Deutsch, gganto und anders jiidische Fihrerpersin.
lichk-iten wir Dr. Filscher, Kolosvar, Dre Adolf Deutseh Budapest, Leopold
| , Sehreibers, Dr. Polgar, Karl Freudiger etce In dlesem Moment (wir
n selt einer Stunde in Ve jnori) wird von der ' ransportleitu g ge=
, dass wir in Wien cae 7 Tage blelben. Angeblich soll der Ort St
wo wir bleiben, Von dort sal!:;cn w%r tib:; den ;‘.Bem;:r,ms _
en, Frankfeich nach Spenien kommene Nach Verlaud VEW ~%e g9, B8=
t vom Tage der Abriﬁgﬁ aus Wlen, s0ll der zweit TUpansport auf der-
Strecke dle Felse aus Budapest antreten. Das ¢sus von Fillp wurde
' in der ferson von Denes,

sarstdrt, such ein Cpfer ist zu beklagen, 68,
' t. ;nr'kurnttﬂ wege vom Inhalt dieser Zellen unsere Freunde

“Rezsbs Ieh brauche es nieht separat zu betonen, dass auech
sufbleten misst, im Interesse des ggiinsinl, der Ailmiohtigo

n gu allem 1 helfens ;
3
¥
g

|
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St. Gallen, den 12 1'3.‘[1;_‘;11-3‘6- o 19U A

Committee

iy dear Mr ile Clelland,
I am leaving by nighttrain for home after havinp been

en route since July 25th.
received a tel c¢all from Dr Schwarzenberg &

great likelyhood that during next week a

arrive at Basel.lietropole have recelved

Beglnning of End: at 2300 1

to all appereance there 1s a

transport of 500 or 600 will
a cable from Budapest in reply to her cable enquiry earlier in the week

about this 500 or 600 Transport. I also informed Dr Rothmund about 1t &
the very last message from Dr Schwarzenberg isf that he will Inform MM
Dr Rothmund and Bachmann (Metropole) of this cable August 11th ( ?2)

I have already received an enguriy by a very anxlous father of a 1ittle
girl, Eva Xein 13 years, that he heard by cable from a friend in Budapest
that his girl will arrive in Basle and that he should make enquiries of

SN,

End of Begianing

during the last 3 weeks I have experienced so many

" tit bits of life" that my expectations of having things lively have
been amply reached top mark and I do hope that all of us have done some
good work on behalf of our unfortunate friends.

I am, my dear friend
yourg sincerly
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Resnlk Istarbul wires quote t

Blums friends Yetters received today stop
29
O N E Krausz July 20 repeats agreed permission of Blum and AschkenaZ

P e T s Sl i o i s e

but special exit permit Aschkenazi Medini R 5

T W0 necessary each transport hopes recelve first next days stop

TOO Komily July 29 doubts realization of Blum Aschkenas

tatives stop again urges largescale pressure by Yediim -

Abakodesch Gustev etc stop

THREE Ksztner July 31 with Freudiger Consentunderscores need

e e T e e ——

for agreement with Eichisch to achiwwe effective results

Kasztner insists minimum requiremnets are

propods meeting and Alpayim Alafim Salys ( 1,000,000 SwissF1

«.1 | Refer your approval menachems csble June 30 that agreement possible
# | Kaspi Basis stop
They say this manner possible rescue 1 69 0 selected persons
W already Bergen Belsen for Pransshipment Sepharad ( Spain ) and
accekrate first trasnport 2000 to Allijah Willy stop
Pﬁgg// ~ This regarded opening wedge for whole program therefore urgency

Eh!w“nna%fng and enabling actlon stop

hown Hrischmann with whose apprissl you are familiar endguote

R L e e
" \*R}Sﬂ }4 . gmurw&- T Robert Pilpel
Adan O-..‘; "-('}{ t\ﬁflt_‘r "J ’19"-‘ 2".( "F+ fl"l',lt {‘“-1. i 1 I-‘(“ i ,4:,:.
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Gt b, B X Mw.t'f Gae et hag thwe w ghom W_EE*. —-" -
R (0= ' b9 g0y (s
';: \ G’.",-'.".""-'fp j ) Dy 3&5”;’1..;:.-. b
Rt W Ko s G T Souty B fro DR
&
i




e T

e il

-~
G ! !. Iﬁ"

Rej German Delegation for B er B es
and_lNr,Saly Mayer,(Joint's delegate)

BE?QgBTig;: STANDPOINT: There can be nfliiscusston of the
ol the wh

"§illy"'s Priendg. ole business, as proposed by
Neither can there be any belief that

Willy's friends will execute eny bargain with t

that people will arrive in \pai%. " e ¥y
It already looks clear that they pre-

fer dumping people into Switzer.and and let the A.,J.D.C.

(sl) » and secondly(or first) the Federal Authorities and the
I B.C, do the rest,

The present political Situation seems to be such that the
§ moment for Willy's friends to make still money outof
people who have alreaxdy been divested of all financiesl
wvalue Xxx is the 1l a 8 t in which this cen still be dome
If one were to follow strict common sense,or the prinmeciples
. of pre-nat,-soc.iurope and USA,it would be out of the
question to discuss the proposition for five ninutes,

No diplomatic language could be used to characterize the
whole proceeding.

Realistic or Practical Standpoint,

1l.Prom the JOINI'Sfoint of view (Joint= Am.Jew.Joint pistr.Comm, )
galvage operation always ought to profit A L L,i.e. the
General Interest,(KLAL%.

This is e G rowp move,i,e, it has been brought about
by a group and certain group interests may have ine-
fluenced the chogse of those who will now or:even
afterwards come to Surope i.e.western Europe or Switserland(in t:gna-

+On the other hand,we are in no position to adopt the i
nat-soc,standpoint that certain people might be preferable
= 1 to certain otherfpeple, For allx wem know, the people who
N . now come may be even valuable from a mere woddly
B 7 < 1] point of view,From our own point of vi w, they are
men(and pryaebly women,perhaps children),and are worih

%0 be salveged from that xxpoint of view,

e 2.1t would be prefraile to fight shy of a meeting

o8 with Willy's friende, but this is probably inevitable,

N notably since latest Kasztner cable says that a refusal
would be detrimental(although this sinister word seminds  too

Pt e it b 5

o /well much of Basi practice; but since i} noskm/world over that
e | known the/ this practice means simply killing practice, )there is no
LS R refusal,if we want to help Hungarian Jews,whether of & group

or otherwise).

3.From 8,M's standpoint there was né other way but
e § to acqueint the Palais Pedbral of the whole matter, and
Al likewise the InsRed Cropes , and the Delegat of the WXE.B.

gecrecy as against these persons or authorities would
h-vvlgild S.M, and the Joint into a mase, and next to

eriminal proceedinge.

i
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ﬁ& : According to Lasstmers®requiressats " ome
2z .wiss framcs would de the conditis sine gua S b

This cemmot mesn that ¥illy‘'s frisnds would
sow receive 1 000 00O0& frs, or anything else.

They have promised %o deliver the 530
Persons,of whom it is never saild whether they are mem,
sonen or childrem or im wkat sroportiom,se 10
say xifree of charge. just %0 show their good faith and
their decemt wajys.

It is %o be discussed in what way thay
shall receive the 1000 000 frs.- a=d what Zorw.

. It is understood that the soney would be
z rnnna!,::stume;:utitabc;uiétorusus.
even Yy respectabd.e govermaenis,still 100 jeals &g0.

Pat i is Ro -  Framsonm for the 500

people.

Taile there is no meed to shoht the
word *ichweinelond” ,88 & certainm so-called higk
Judge in Germany bas dome lately iz fromt of a priscmeT,
there is neither say meed %0 lot the Delegaticn believe taat
they osz simply get away with it.

The HMilliom has to de paid for furibsr
delivery or deliveries,and Shere is 2o other zeed bul
%o deposit it somewbere.

This is 2 mai=z point of discussionm,and
4% seems guite cosol and Dbusinmeslike iiscussionm,

The genimmsc of the Delegationm
may propose woere axd sgainst what mumber of pu;l_-.,n{_
the 1900 of BSerges Selsen of,Sergfelsen Eannover, =8
aillicn is to de peid, snd it oukght %0 be possille
= mcu-tuulyb--mdrioutm-mppmt
%+ 2 Mll of lading, wiexn the * goods” are Ieady
$0 be “"delivered” in Switserland,

Sxome>oly sfeUmparnying the comsigmment
shall state that and wiat mumber,of persoms, Rave Teen
trough slive to Switserla=zd, a=d against that statement
the paymext might de made witk = Swiss Bamk or Trust

tiom or in whatever way iS =ay be acTanged
*Fiscretely”.

e guestion of goods iz to de stmeokx from tThe

at omce, sizce noos of the sstharities im sppealed
%8 bhas aecepid it,a.umnns:.:.ﬂmgoohmo«d
for By the Germans are to sll intmts ¥Tar counterdand.

._‘m_. It is perfectily clear that, whatewer lly's friends
™ propose, they never will be able to send el

Iees resains therefore, what i3 %o
be dome with these.ls £it possidle %o discuss with the ¥illies
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ne %o contuct ?;.

- - wasemt wire from the WRB they aak
-, =
3
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Continuation of ggo[heagatohon) /?tquﬁﬂwdg

In case that the 500 will come and will

be welcome in Switzerland,what is going to be done for
the further consignments which had been taken into
consideration?

In What w , when shall they be sent, when
would they probably ‘arrive.Wwill lists be forwarded?

Will it be properly arranged that these

people are being introduced in some way to the “wiss
diplo atic or consular authorities in Gernany,and what
is being arranged for their entry into Switzerhaid?

.§E§g£%§;gg_ X Da the «illies dontrol the Hungarian Jewish
gration,

Will they not hamper %pxit-Is this to
be & part of the baggain, which then might just lose
& trifle of ite utter meanness?
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Tos A. W, D,

roms R, MeClelland August, 14th. 1944,

In a recent wire from the WRE they ask me to contact
a lMir, Alfred SCHAEFFER, General Manager of the Union Bank of
Switserland in Zlirich, I am to get in touch with this gentleman
regarding the supplying of Pemgoes in Hungary (for purposes of
aspietance to endangered Jews) against bdlocked dollars or
blocked Swiss france, The contact is also %o involve askin
SBchaeffer to try and arrange for the coming %o Switzerland of

a eertain Mr, Felix Ssentirmay from Hungary.

it secems o me that in the course of conversations
which Gero amd I had with Kurt Grimm and an Austrian lawyer
named Spitsg (who was en route to Budapest to at tempt %0 nego-
tiate the “evacuation" of wealthy Jews), Grimm mentioned that
his means of communication with Spitzy went through the Union
Bank of Switszerland, I also gathered, although 1 may be WIONg,
that Bjitsy wae tramsacting business for the "Union de Banque
Sulsse,"”

Since I myself am somewhat leery of these Swiss
gentlemen of "hamte finsmnce" in Zlrich, I should very much
appreciate 1% if you could get me some sort of a line on Mr,
Alfred SCHAEFFER, of the Union Bank of Switserland, through
your comnections in Zlirieh, I have sent 2 mnote to Maurice
Altaffer of our Comsulate there and Charley Husted, who has
certain contaets in these circles, is finding out what he can.
I thought perhaps that your friemd ¥, L, mizht have some
information on Schaeffer, WEB 2lso stated at the emd of their
gable that if "the Legation or other Ameriesn authorities
believed Schaeffer unsuitable” I should refrain from contacting

g

With my regards and thanks,

n‘c.
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