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THE FOREIGN SERVICE l AJ:.. ~ 
OF T HE 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

, 

AMERICAN CONSULATE G ENERAL 

Zurich, August 15 , 1944 

Dear Mr. McClelland: 

I am enclosi ng herewith a letter which 

nr. Grim asked me to forward to you . 

With every good wish, 

sincerely yours, 

-~<of.~ 
American Consul General 

Enclosure: 

Letter. 

Mr. Roswell Ucclelland, 

care of American Legation , 

Bern. 
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I HE FOREIGN SERVICE 

OF THE 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

p p J l AMERICAN CONSULATE G ENERAL 

zurich, August 15, 1944 

The 

Sir: 

Honorable 
Leland Harrison, 

American Minister, 
aern. 

As of possible interest and for what
ever consideration the Legation deems 
appropriate , I have the honor to submit 
herewith a translation of an expose 
"Possibilities of Rescue for the Hungarian 
Jews", which was prepared and voluntarily 
submitted to the Consulate General by a -
prominent zurich lionist . 

Respectfully yours, 

~ool-~ 
American Consul General 

Enclosure: 

Translation. 
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POSSIBILITIES OF RESCUE FOR THE HGNGliCAN JEWS 

The situation for the Jews in Hungary is s~ill very 
dangerous . Deportetions on a small scale sec=etly conti~ue. 
If ooncrete possibilities of rescue fail to materialize 
i~ediately and i~ the watchful public interest slacke~s, 
the danger of new mass deportations within a short period 
of time exists . A Hungarian Government crisis is ex~ectei . 
Radical circles and the German iehrmacht 1 as well as ~he SS 
are increasing their influence and are a1ming at ~uickly , 
liquidating the Je~ish probleo. The H~~arian Government 
has officially stated that the deportations are cnly 
"temporarily" suspended until the possibilities ot e.;;.igretion 
have been solved , and that with the aid of the 3ed Cress 
"several thous~nd" Jews will emigrate rrom Hungary. Eel~ 
comes too slow . (Radio ~n£are announced , ac~or!~~ ~o tne 
NE"..;!: .:uRGE-R ::::I'Im'iG !,.o . 1329 of August 7 , 1944, ~!lat t!le 
Turkish Consalates in B~dapest , 3ucharest and So!ia a=e 
issuing an average of 40-50 visas per eek to Jews ~o are 
seeking re~uge in other countries, that is 6 -7 visas a day, 
while hundreds of thousanjs of Jews are threste~e~ with 
death). 3efore the t~e o: grace elapses and t~e s:~~~tion 

I 
becomes more agg=ev~ted the presect pause shcald Le ~se~ ~or 

!
rescue . !s the Eung&r:en proposgls tor rescue ere net 
irr~e1iately accepted new threats were made, as r-ell as the 
omino~s proposal to barter huaan beings agai~st gccds . 

Eungary officially proposed to the Internatic~sl ned 
Cross not to deport any Jews, e nd to grant them the ;erciss~cn 
to e~grate , if they could get Palestine-Cert~ficates . In 
this greates~ dang=r for t~e ~urcpeen remainder o! !srael 

l the British ~ndatory Pow~rema~s silen~ and b~co~es t~e=eby 
it:::!plicated in the crime . J The ::l.Bndste :or t he es·tablish.cent 
ot a Jewish Natio~al Ec~e and the protection of the righv c! 
living o~ the Jewis~ people in the o=!d tas been suppc~ved 
by the United States . It is entrusted to ~ngland . Eng~an~ 
she l d have ~eclered i~edistely that the Je ish ~ational 
P.ome would , in agreement ith its purpose, protect all Jc ~ 
ithou~ e~cent~cn . ith this a ll oersecuticns WCQld hsve 

been stopped- e~d ~te claim for a boce by the Jews , who c nnct 
find 6 small place en this earth to live, cul~ ~ave bee~ 
guaranteed . T~e sil ence ~ch the ~da~cry ¥ower tas sc far 
kept represents , however , an i:mense threat tO t~e i:=e Of 
the ~e· s , and th~s not on_y tor the Hungarian Jews , he tor 
the mo~ent a r e spared , but in general ~or all Jew~st peo~le 
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in all states of oppression, and this in the most 
critical hour or the Jewish people . England 
demonstrates thereby not only to Hungary, but also to 
the Third Reich and all countries where Jews are 
persecuted, that it is not willing to gra nt them a 
place to live, not in the whole wide world, nor within 
the democratic states, nor even vithin the National 
Home of the Jews. It does not really intend to give 
the Jews an asylum , and it merely protests verbally 
against their persecution in the Fascist states 
without willingness , however , to accept the threatened 
Jews . Hungary has declared its readiness to permit 
the emigration or Jewish children under 10 years, if 
they are permitted to go somewhere else . In the vast 
unpopulated countries like, for instance, Australia , 
North Africa,et cetera,no voice was heard in favor of 
their acceptance . Is it not enough , that already on 
May 15, 1944, 260 railway cars crammed full of Je»ish 
children of 2-8 years of age left Hungary for the 
extermination camp of Auschwitz? Measures aimed at 
rescuing the children without their parents would , 
however, work out to be only a provisional and half
solved solution for a minority . The general rescue of 
all J ews on a productive and definitive basis would , 
however , only be possible by virtue of en immediate 

~
general declaration , that the Jewish National Home 
will accept all of them. Otherwise the Uandatory Po~er 
becomes implicated in the bloodshed , especially as 
there are indications of new pogroms . It would mean 
mockery of the Jewish martyrdom and of the assassination 
of 4 million Jews , a part of v.hom could have been 
rescued , if the ~andatory Fower had not prevented the 
immigration of the Jews to their home country years ago . 
The Third Reich is officially waging war against the 
Jews and it has in a most inhuman way realized its 
brutal threats or extermination or babies , women and 

I 
aged people . The Jews are making very large sacrifices, 
both of blood a nd property , on the side of the Allies . 
There are more than one million J ev.'ish soldiers in the 
Allied armies . If after all these blood sacrifices, the 
remainder of Israel in Europe should not be protected 
and accepted by the Jewish Nc tional Home , this 1'1ill be 
the heaviest blow of the Allied ~~ndatory Power against 
the life of the J eY~ish people , V'bich \'Joul d be in
compatible with the democratic principles of justice , 
l iberty qnd the Atlantic Charter . The Mandatory Power 
at present demonstrates to the persecutors that t he 
Jews have no home, no right to live. 

The Red Cross a l so submits its suggestions to 
Washington. The United States have always s upported the 

National 
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Netional Home and generously establ ished a committee 
for the rescue of the persecuted. The Jewish people 
are basing their confidence in the Government of the 
United States , hoping that it will make free immigration 
of the Jews to Palestine possible . In view of the fact, 
that protests against the Fascist Government of a 
Hungary under German press ure have been s uccessful , an 
American intervention in Democra tic England will surely 
meet understanding . The humanitarians of the United 
States 1 beaded by their great President , have a l ready 
many times promoted the victory of justice. The un
paralleled extirpation of innocent people has been made 
possible only beca use the Jewish na tion ba s no home and 
no right . As soon a s the right of living of the Jewish 
people as an allied nation wi ll be recognized by the 
Allies , the inhuman extirpation of these people will 
no longer be possible . If a ll Jews of Hungary and the 
other @ndangere,d German-controlled territories are 
immedia te ly and generallY issued certificates , or 
possibly Palestine passports , and if this problem is 
being generally solved , the l ives of all J ews will be 
protected. "ith the aid of the Interna tional Red Cross 
and the neutra l countries, s~ as Sweden , offices 
could be opened for the realization of these measures 
in Budapest, Bucharest and other cities, and equally for 
the surviving J ews a lready deported to German camps . 
Red Cross trains could bring these Jews to the coast , 
and Red Cross ships could then transport them to Palestine . 
The emigrati on c ould be organized with temporary 
collecting stations , so tha t in these intermediary 
stations - neutra l countries - a l arge number of r efugees 
could be temporarily admitted , provided their further 
emigra t ion to Palestine would be guaranteed . Hungary' s 
promise should simul taneously be kept in mind, and sharp 
repri sals, as well as consequences in the peace terms, 
should be threatened , in case Hungary should break its 
word . Other countries , such as Germany, Rumania, e t 
cetera, could be requested to submit the sa~e plan or 
that suggested by Hungary. Only by such broad-minded 
measures can the remainder of Israel in Europe still be 
saved , provided the intention of rescue is serious . Any 
narrow-minded measures are useless . Soon, however , it 
will be too l ate , as prior to its collapse the Third 
Reich in its "furor teutonicus" could assassinate 
the rest. The Jewish people place their confidence in the 
Government of the United States which can bring them help . 

August 8, 1944. 
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_..1)AB~INERVERBAND DER SCHWEIZ 

-P,l,tdenl: R•bbe,.., S lfom 
luLem, Slllstra.f)e n 

-obbl""'' D• L •otludold 
Sl <Hit.n, UnHI>QhlriTA~ »• • d 
R.bblno• 0.. E. ,.. .. .,nge< 
Som, Sul9onbodul,..~o » 

Pos:tch.ctclc:onto des: RAbblnerve.rbendas: til J.a 

/;;:ION DES ~ABBINS DE SU SSE 

r . rloswell nc Llclnnd 
Eulc~iertcr r r FlOchtlinf frcgo~ 
~-erik~ische Gc~uLdtno~~ft 

e r n . 

Setr r.o:;eL.rter "err , 
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ir ges~n.t~en un-, lhne:. ir. d~.or Bcilaee von e.!:1er.. -chreit-e ~ 
e~ntni~ =u [eben, d .... {; r.ir u .• d s Intc:rr .... tione.le Ko !tee > 

vor:: 1.cte~ Kreuz eerichtet hsbcr. . ir ho-f'fcr. ~ern, dt:cml es ~ 
del! _ez::iihu.."lgen de::~ .• oten Kreuzes g~lin£:eU nird , noch n6glichs· 
vic!e en~chen vcr d~m C~torgnLg zu retten . 

~r Vlollcn nicbt ver~t!umen, auc .. lhr: r. fUr Ir..re stete 'i!lf -
tereit~ch~ft, die :ic auch bei dem 'orccheu gege ~ic ~e
sc!!e1mh.-c in ULgarn bernE '- ' be .• , un~cren tiefinnigen 
...,anv- zum •• u.::druck zu brin£! 
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Prl1~1 • ~bb<- S. S.om 

l.uum, salish··~ u 

S.kretl" lt.lbblner Or L Rolhldllld 

Sl G.llen, Uruei>Oh!stra~e 2Se 

Kenlen lebblner Or. E. Meuln9t1r 
S.m, Sufvenbadutro~e 20 

/~ION DES RABBINS DE SUISSE 

St. Ca~lau , 15. ~uguot 1944· 

(' O T! ... . 
:a;;::.._;:aa=~ =a.-. : :::a 

An das Intarnational e Comit~ vom Roten Kreuz 
·etropole 
G e n e v e. 

fehr €8ebrte Eerren , 

wir a~chton nicht verouumen, Ihnen f ur die Ei nl aduns zu der 

Sitzune vom lO.ds . , nn der unser Verband durch den "echtsun
terzeichneten v~rtreten w&r , bestens zu danken . Aus dam Mund 

der r.ehr geehrten t•err en Trc!essoren tiuber und BurokharClt 
durftell -:rir ve1neLmen, dt..ss alles getan werde:t soll , l'lal!l i n 
den .:rtfter dus - oten Yrenze& steht , uu. dE.& den Gliec."ern dee 

'i 

j0d1.,c~ t~. VolYoc. anf e t ene PJ:4recht zu mild<>rll . ~illionen unse- '!; 

n~r Clnubol"sbr lder llind der dUcrottunr zum Opfer gefal len , und ~ 

un.Jero GeiLtinscbnft 1st in ... uropn 1n noch nie dngwwesener , 

Weise dezimier t rorden. ~ 

In diesem furchtbare~ Gescbehen habon Sie , zuletzt ~nl~~~lich 

der \ org!inge in Jnr!l \ n , dit:i ~ti.Jn:.lo der ~u •• schl lchl<:ei t erhoben 

urtd llir danken Ihnen fUr lhre Vume.rchet, . 'ir bitten : 1e je

docb gleich~eit~e , w~chsum daruuf zu achten , dass die Ihrer 

Institution gegobenen Zu~agen auch gene.u elngehalten nerden , 

du nur Ihru Inutitution die H>gliohkoit hat , als HUterin. des 

ruoral1schen ~enscbenrechtes die Interess~der in Todesg&!ahr 

achwebehden ~1eneche~~unehf"'ell. :Tie der i\echtsunterzeioh

net e £>n der erwtl.hnte~'ftlilffftihrte, erblic~<t die fielt , soweit 
rie humanittlr geainot 1st, 1m Roten freuz e ine hohe more.li

s che lnste.nz , von dar sie erwe.rtet , aass sie Ubere.ll ge ren 
unrerechte Verfolgun£ auftritt . loch sind Deportierte zu ret

ten , noch sind L&eer1nsasaen und Ghettobowobner zu betreuen, 

noch k6nnen Klnder zur Auswonderung eebracht werden, Er wach

sene evukuiert werden . Fur all diebe &Uffe.ben vertrauen wir 
auf l hre Jil.'be1t , die 1m l:.t1oen der .eJ4schlichke tt geleiatet 

wird. Sollten uns~re schwo.ohen Krtlt'te I hnen H1lte leiaten 
kHnnen, stehen wir Ihnen gern zur Ver!Ugung . 

Wir danken [hnen nochmala fUr alles , ~aa Sie blaher gele1atet 

haben und zeichnen 
~mit vorzUglioher lioohaohtuns 

~y~Rlf;~ DER ~Ji!'Y/ L ~ : 

1 .A.Hab:1~r 1~~;1~.. Ra~i~~~., 
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DB KURT W. GRIM M 

Zti!' ich, den 

~r . Roswell McClelland 
c/o Legation o~ the USA 
El!'enstr!lsae 6 
B e r n 

v / 

Lieber Mister :-:cClelland , 1 / 

Ich hatte Gelegenh~it , mich Uber Herrn In·~astner , Budapest 
zu erkundigen. Derselbe konrr:t von de::- ungrlr1schen Fre1hnfengesell
schaft und 1st ein Verwnn1ter des ung~rischen Aus~enrrinisters 
Kanya. Er soll mit den deute hen Gesandten Veeen~nver auf sehr 
freun~schaftliche~ Fus~ stehen und gilt in deutschen Kreisen Rls 
ser16s . Die Interkoruffierz A.-G. wurde ala Verk~ufsgesell~chaft 
fiir d~n ungarischen Besi tz qn jugoslavische Blei- und Erzvor
korr.rr.en gegrnndet und hat a1ch sp!iter auch mit dem Benzin - und 
Oelgesch~rt befasst . Es sollen erste ungar1scho BanKen hinter 
diesor Gese:~scbaft stehen . (Pester ung. Korr~erzialbank und un5. 
Escorrpte und Wechslerbank) . Die Gese'!schaft befasst sich heute 
:1uch rr.i t verschiedenen Handelsgeschtiften anderer Art . 

iie!"r Cdr" i at e1n Veritittler und soll insbesondere ftir die 1 talie
ni schen Fiatwerke in Ungarn und in der Slovakei gearbeitet haben . 
Der Genannte gilt als weniger serios. 

_, !:I err Schr11nz in Bratislava let Volksd~utscher , slov3k1~ch 6tuats
bnrger, geh15rt zu obigerr. Inte ressenk.re is, wirrl jedoch e t zv!el 
felh ft beurteilt . Wenn e1nP Tr~nsaktion von Herrn Ins 3stner 
oder der I nterkomm"'!"Z (Intercomn.erce) A. -G . kOILmt , bes .. eht die m>g
lichkei t d"'r Du:rchf0hrbarke1 t . Bel den and ern Personen muss dies 
stark bezweifelt werdon , 

He rr Link 1st meinen ~e~~hrsleuten nicbt bekannt . 

D1A Einreise Dr . Spi tzy i~t bewilligt un1 telegrqfisch nach WiPn 
ges~lnf!Pn . I ch er warte ihn filr Anfang nachster 'Woche . 

J~\ Mit den r ~u11 ~ ..,J; •.t'l 

J t'tl (" o.ft~ --
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rland, 

The Honorable 
Leland Harrison, 

American Minister, 

Sir: 

I haTe 
mArlced •se..-•4 

•rn. 

to reter to Mr · Rea.ga 
at 10, 1944, wber 

Qeneral wana@ 
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THE FOREIGN SERVICE 

OF THE 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

0£PA't"TM&NT 0~ STAT£ 

AMERICAN CONSULATE GENERAL 

Zlirich, Switzerland, August 15, 1944. 

The Honorable 

Sir: 

Leland Harrison, 
American Minister, 

Bern. 

I have the honor to refer to Mr. Reagan's letter marked "Secret" dated August 10, 1944, Vlherein he inquires whether Mr. Alfred Schaei'fer, General Manager of the Union Bank of Switzerland, Zfirich, is a suitable person to be contacted for the purpose of conducting certain matters of a very confidential nature. He states that, as be recalls, Mr. Altafter knows Mr. Schaeffer and may, therefore, be able to assist in determining whether the latter is suitable for the work in mind. 

14:r. Schaeffer is known to the Consulate General tram contact with~ several years ago in a matter or interest to the Department. As tar as can be determined here, he is a man or good repute and is cooperative where Allied interests are concerned. The Union Bank of Switzerland is not as well known to this office, neither has it been as cooperative, as several of the other big banks, however, it is believed that all or them, w1 thout exception. are engaged in activities from time to time which do not coincide with our interests. The best that can be said tor them is that several of them have members of their staffs who are very friendly to, and cooperative with, the Allied Cause. It is believed that these men are picked tor their ability to maintain contact with the Allied countries, while other members in the past have been picked in the same manner to maintain contact with .Axis oountriee. 

HaTing the foregoing in mind, therefore, I would say that any responsible bank director in Zurich, if he were 
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asked to oonduot certain matters of a very confidential 
nature for our Government, would most probably make this 
tact known to his Government and to the other directors ot 
his bank. Mr. Walter Fessler, who has an .American wife, 
and who is a Director of the Cr~dit Suisse, has always 
been very helpful and cooperative and could probably be 
trusted as far as any local bank director in Zilrich to carry 
out a confidential mission for us. The same may be said 
ot Mr. Ernst T. Hoch, Director of the Sohweizerischer Bank
Yerein. Mr. Jules Egll, Manager of the .American Express 
Company, is likewise a very trustworthy person who, it is 
believed, could well be entrusted with work tor us, and he 
has this additional interest that his is an American firm. 

' Trusting that the foregoing observations may prove of 
value to you, I am 

Respectfully yours, 

t!:E. ;oo~ 
American Consul General 
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ZOTUCUI MACHR gGYESU LET 

z t . RC II En U NCA RISC U ER VF.RE I N 

Stefan ~iscnbcrg 
ZUrich , ( . 

Hofv;ie~e·rstr . 77 

,____ •-- U- •• _.., .., 

r "" u'""t:J --- ' /ft.. W1lJ'. ~J vd.JA\.is ct.uoe 
~ ?.~~~ 

ZUric , den 16 . August 1944 

Herrn 
Ror::v;ell HcClelland 
¥1Gchtlingsoffizier 
Q.....Ln f 

Sehr geehrter Herr, 
wir dan!:e n Ihnen aufrichtig fur 

Ihren ?rief vom 14. de . und fur das , darin enthaltene 
ueld . Auch wi r sind unE' da:ruber im Klaren , dasE" unter den 
obwoltenden Verhultnissen kein Einreis(.Vi<l .r> einE; sichere 
Garantie e·<-._en Vers .::hleppung bieten kann . r so nehr mtissen 
wi r Ihnen dan~bar sein , dass Sie uns das vela t1otzdem 
:m dem Z>7eck -..ur Verfugung e_e ttell t t aben . ir hoff en zu
versi chtli cL , oass die zu;.ammengefasste~ Pemilhungen , um 
dac Leben der noch in Ungarn r.eilendcn Juden zu retten , 
vielleicht doch noch ihr Ziel erreichen werden . 

Hit bestem Dank und 
vorziig licher Hochachtun{; 

im Ham en des ZURCHEP. ffilGAF.ISCHEl! VI'REIFS : 

Pr~nidcnt 

Eeilage : Eropfanr;::;chein Uber Fr . 600,-

(l) 
ll>o 
0 . 
I-' 

I 
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niT'!!: ?NA~IOJTAL C01'U •• ITTEE OF THE RED CROSS -
G. 59/5/65 G . 85 
JES/MHA/HL 

Geneva, August 16, 1944. 

~Y dear Mr. M]nister ; 

Ma.v I thank you for your letter of August 11, J q44, 
concerning a communication !rom the Department of State 
regarding the departure of Jews from Hungary. I should be 
grateful to you for trans~itting to the Depart~ent of St~te 
the deep gratitude of the International Committee of the 
Red Cross fo.r t:heiL' statement which th<> Comrni ttee will 1-r.
mediately fo::no.:ard to the Hungarian Government . 

We should be glad to know whether we may be peY
haps authorized to publish this statement. 

Accordine to the terms of your communic3tion, the 
United States Government gave an assurance that ''ar.!"anee
ments 'Nill be msde by t}1em for the care of all Je·:Js who 
reach territory of the Jnited Nations or neutral countries". 
It would be of primary importance to know whether this 
sentence may be interpreted to mean that the ~nited States 
Authorities are disposed to give the neutr~l countries 
an asst~ance that all Jewish refugees in their territory 
m~r be evacuated as soon as possible to other countries 
which are ready to receive them, or whether the word 
"care 11 refers solely "tO the relief which these people 
will require. 

Thankine you i~ anticipation for yotrr kind answer, 
I am, my dear ~~. Minister, 

His Excellency, 

Sincerely yours , 

MAX HUBE~ 
President 

~tr. Leland Harrison, 
American Mini ster, 

l.1.3ga t ion of the Unl ted States 
of America. 

Bern. 
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From: 

Code: 

i." . UNGARH (AiiliAJ 
•• 

TELEGRAM RECEIVED 

Department Date: August 1?, 9 p.m., 19~4 

No : 2836 

- Received : Augus't 18, 9 a.m. 

PARAPHRASE @ 

WRB No. 126. We suggest transmission t o Intercross 

of the following message, signed Jacob Rosenheim, 

President of Agudas Israel World Organization. 

Jewish Telegraph Agency reports from Bern indicate 

that deportations from Hungary, according to reliable 

letters of the last days of July from that country, 

.,. oont1nu1ng at night in spite of Horthy's promises . 

'-1• 18 causing great anxiety 1n Jewish circles here. 
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To: 

Code 

TELEGRAM SENT 

Department Date: August 17, 7 p. m., 1944. 

No : 5343 

Charge d to· 

Paraphrase 

For WRB from McClelland with reference to the 
Department's 2603 ot July 28. 

During the pas t tew months , I have received 
regular reports (the most recent is dated July 28 
from Budapest) regarding the underground rescue work 
that is being carried on intensively by the Jewish 
Hechaluz organization working out ot Bratislava, 
Bucharest and Budapest, in particular. In early 
July I contributed 100,000 Swiss francs tram 1NRB 
funds and a s~ilar amount on August 10 to this 
~rogram which, although an expensive mode ot rescue 
(from 1,000 to 2,000 Swiss francs to evacuate one 
person), has yielded satisfactorily positive results. 
Thia money has gone to Slovakia, Rumania and Hungary. 
Hecbaluz has utilized to the utmost the uneasy 
breathing spell in Hungary since the suspension ot 
deportations on July 9th by taking advantage of the 
willingness of certa1n Hungarian oftic1als (soldiers 
and non-commiss1oned officers, tor example, in Army 
units along the Hungro-Ruman1an tront1er) to assist 
with the flight ot Jews who are imper1lled. A Buch
arest report dated July 20 places at 1,650 the number 
already evacuated to Rumania, with 210 wa1ting in 
the Arad region to cross the border. Points ot relay 
have been set up on either side or the frontier at 
Arad and Temesvar, Brasso and Segesvar , and a regular 
liaison is maintained between these towns, Bucharest 
and Budapest. All categories ot endangered Jews have 
been aided to tlee, including orphaned children and 
particularly those who have escaped trom ghetti, 
prisons and military toroed labor battalions in 
Hungarian provinces. Funds are used to pay transporta
tion, maintenance, ralse papers, "passeurs," administra
tive personnel and to obtain the collaboration ot minor 

Rumanian 

(X) 
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Rumanian and Hungarian officials. According to all 
reports received, the Rumaniana seem to be making no 
difficulties. If you approve, I will continue to 
support this program as long as it produces results 
and as long as the tate ot Jews in Hungary is 
uncertain. 

Also being promoted is the flight of smaller 
groups (especially of those who had been there 
previously) to Slovakia, where the situation is 
less critical. 

HARRISON 

RDM:n:t 
Copy to RDil 

. 
~ 
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an~J 
Alfred Schaeffer 

believes Schaeffer would be an ex.:ellent 

reliable contact for Mr. McClelland to have . iVe also 

highly reoomment one other director a t Bankgesellschnft, 

zuri ch -- Hans Mueller . 

Loofbourow. 
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------------------------.......... . 

Au{:a.st t 17 • 1944 • 

Dear Dr. Gricr:l: 

~ thanks !or. ~he information contained in yaur 
letter of llu.gu.at 15th. and. for the traublo to t'ih..ich you 
have gone to net it for 

I. ehoul.d very mcb e.ppr ciat it if JOU auld let 
kuou, em the occCUJion of :nr. S ' a return to Stdt-

zcrltmd, whc~hcr hac O!ly suggcationa or ~orJ:~ation 
which mght be of va.lue to tho Legation in our effort 
to e.aoi:st in. the .ibmcarian aituation. 

I quite possibly be in mrich clu.rinc the 

l.atter part of the collli.lla eli: (pocsibly Tlmrsday) 

ana tl eo shall te.ko thG liberty of ringing you up 
before I come. 

l!eDl:Cfhil.e, with kind regardo , I Dill 

Dr. XUrt G r 1 c 
Hotel BelleriT ; 
Utoqua:1 1 ZORICH. 

Sincerely yours , 

Roovroll D. l!cClol.l.and 
Sp citil Anoistant to 
the American lliniatcr 

. ..... 



Bern, August 18, 1944. 

Dear Dr. de Scbnarzenberg: 

In answer to your letter of the 11th o! August, rthioh 
was presented tc1 me last Monday in ~r. Bachmann's Office, 
I can only state that the Federal Political Depa~ent trans
mitted to the Legation on August 2nd the request of the 
German L~at1on in J31.ldapest as to bow many Hungar ian Je'lfish 
enigrant s the United Stntes rta8 willing to receive . This 
request "as forwarded to the Dep~ent of State on Au~st 2nd. 
At the date of riting this letter v.e have received no 
specific answer to this inquiry. As far as the desire of 
'the Hungarian Government to know how many of its Jewish 
nationals the United States Government would be ft'illing 
to adroit to our country, I re!er you to our Minister's letter 
of August 11th, addressed to the President of the International 
Committee of the Red Cross . 

For the confidential information of the International 
Cocmit t ee of the Red Cross, I nay state that the assurance 
of our Government that all Jewish refugees fiom Hungary 
accepted in S~itzerland would be evacua~ed as promptly as 
possible to the territory of the United Nati ons was given 
to t he Svriss Government on August 4th. 

Dr. J. de Schwarzenberg, 

Sincerely yo~rs , 

Roswell D. McClelland , 
Special Assistant to 
the American Minister. 

Int emational CoiDI!l1 ttee of the Hed Cross, 
Hotel Jiletropole, 

Geneva. 

. 
1-' 



Dr. Z. T:1uoes, 
""oJistras.;e 66 , 

Zuric.'l . 

Dear Sir: 

l 
Bern, AUUQat 18, 19~4. 

I wish to acKnowledge the receipt of the letter 
of August 15 fron your organization enclosing a 
message aadressed by the Union to the International 
Rad Cross Co mi ttee in regard to the present and 
future rele of the International Red Cross in assisting 
Jews in Hung~y . Let us hope at this critic 1 moment 
~twill be possible to protext these unfortunate people . 

CO/ imp 

Very truly yours, 

Roswell cCle l land , 
Special Assistant to 
the American W.nistar . 
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AIDE 'ME110l.:t}. i. S . UNGARN (ARBA) 
/lL ~~.CAll I t, ~ ~ 

.... Gru.ndreeel iir S.m: S'tllt s t"tf'llJl~ v..T!1 • 

ich unter keinen umst!nden dazu v~~leiten zu laseen , einen 

Vorschlag zu machen,so lange die ARBA nicht geaussert 

haben, was sie wollen . 

Il . Nachweis der Vol l mach t durch ARBA: 
In weasen AUftrag kommen die Ungaro , in wessen Auftrag 
kommen die Deutsohen .Naohweis ihrer Verhandlu.ngsflihigkeit 

bezw. Vollmac nt . 
S . . hat ebenfalls eine • ollmacht . "J,..:....... f-. £Zf:::l: 

III . Vas sch~agen die Konferenzteilnehmer(AKBA} vor? 

las f o r d er n sie7 
1) \7enn sie Giiter f ordern, so muss zum Voraus gesagt werden , 

dass S .~ .nicht in der Lege ist ,heute irgend welche Zusagen 

zu mechen , de die ~ieferung von ~~tern irgend welcher Ar t 

naoh den gesamten internati onalen Verpflichtungen der 

Schweiz ohne Zustimmung von Behorden nicht moglich ist . 

Das heisst nicht , dass nicht verhandelt werden kann . 

2 . )Wenn eine Wransaktion vorgeschlagen wird .nach welche~ auf 

Deportationen oder andere Handlungen der Dtsch. od .Ungarn 

gegen Leistu.ngen oder Zahlungen verzichtet werden soll,so 

muss daf 'J.r eine l!'orm gef unden werden , die die Transaktion 

nicht zum Voraus nach schwe~z .Gesetzen ale ansitt~iche und 

widerrecttliche ch~raktersi~~rt . (OR Art . 20) . 

Ein Vertra{' , welcher unt er Druc..<. oder Zwang eingegangen 

wi r d , kann einseitig d . h . seitens des jenigen,der unter 

Dru&k stand,als gilltig anerkannt werden ; ein absolut unsilltt -

licher Vert r ag is"G n i c h t i g ; daher muss dEr auf gesehen 

werden , dass Le~stungen a usgetauscht werden , die in irgend 

einer Art a ng../a n g i g sind . xm --
IV . :Foraerun.·en der Gegenpartei. 

4 . Was wird effektiv verlangt ? 

5. Wann sollen die LeDtungen vorgenommen werden ? 

•ie viel auf e i nmal , i n Raten? 

6.Wo soll ge1e istet wer den? 
Liasauon ,Schweiz ,Ungarn,USA (ev . nach dem Kr iege) , wo sonst? 

1. •i e so l l geleistet werden (Modalit~t) . 

Falls in der ~chweiz, on einen Treuhtinder? 

alls in Une;a r:~ , in we l che:r ~·orm? Dol l ars,nach dem Kriege, 

jetzt? S . frs. ? Peng~s? Ev . wie sonst~ 



a ) 

b) 

S .18 . Vlii.44 - 2 -
Ung . ARBA 

Vorbehalt. 
V. S .U. kaan sich ZQm Begehten bezw.den Offerten der ARBA 
- X I 

nicht uuasera, ehe er mit seinen Fre~den gesprachen 
ha t,die die Tranaaktion(en J finanzierxen mtissea . 
Pallu ~aJtner aa let 
,5t;-:r.r atellt dae grsuchen,eine Besprech~g mit Herrn 

Kasztner vorz~m~n ,den er bisher nur aus der Korreapon

denz be~w . eini&en Telephongesprtlchen(?) kennt , und deseen 
Aa£feeaune von der Sachlage er gerne keanen wUrde . 

s,z.t . kana zwar er kUiren, dass er selbatverstand-
lioh im Grwndaat zlichen seine Auffassung mit seinen Freun -

den festgel~gt hat; daas er aber mit Herrn Kastner , der 
die ~Tee hat beteiligt'9n v~tri tt , a erne sprechen wUrde, 

falls dies lierrn Kastner selber rec~t ~ iot . 

lfote ~ : es WLire den.~ebar , dass Kastner ver
zicht et; er mag Angst haben,denn er ist t at
sachlich a ~ Nachsten beteil igt ,weil er die 
"Vergeltung" fu.r ein llliselingen des Beute-
zuga ZU erwarten hltt te. rJ"~IIS ~~ 

VI . VorlJufip,e Lrkundi~unRen 

Um e~oh ein ~ild machen z u konnc.n,mochte S .M. die ARBA 
antrag~n, wi e emit den Pereonen steht ,wel che zu den 
bereits zuaestande nen V 1 e e n gehoren wUrden: 

Soenisohee Visum 1500 Personen ,si nd diese ausgeeondert, 

iat das Visum bekannt ? Werden diese Per

s onen ohne weiteres ziehen ~elassen , wenn 

~do. 
'!.AIIGER 

do 
die Reise finanziert wird. 

500 Personen, sind dies ~ a usgesondert, 
1st de s Visum bekannt .Werden s i e ~iehen 

gelaosen,fle:m die ~~eise fi:1onz iert 1st . 

Vilpm tUx Spanien : 170 epanioche Judea. Werden diese 

fre i gegeben. Sind sie auageeondert? 
Wo sind sie . 

!raeaoort,avi s iert,von 500 ieraonen Was kann ~ber di e aen 

Trans .ort gesagt werden .Sind aie ein Teil 

der a .Zt.nach ~ergen Be1aen( ? )instradierten? 
Gehen Si e eleo von den 1691 P ~raonen ab,die 

avieiert wurden , oder ist ee e i ne separ ater 
r ransport? Genflu.e ~ngsben l"'r be ten . Ea 1st ............;J 'fA f 

euch dem I.R.K, bereite von dieoen Pereo- ~~~f 
nen gee 1roohen worden . 

!rantpor l yon 1691 Per eoaen Bergen-Belesen 

• 

t ( 



S . / Ar bs 18 .VII1 .44. -'-
Trnn n~rtvon 10 000 Pers onan nsch 

C\ 

i e n (St rasshot); /Y .. _ .... -~~ ~ 
VII . V •. NDTE : Sind ARBA bereit,die jenigen Sequeatri erten, 
die Yerwand~e i n der Sch eiz hoben, ohne weit e rn Bedingung en, 
ala di~ Pinanzierang der Linreise , naoh ~er Schweiz rei-
sen za lassen? (Also nicht z~ verkauf en l ). 
VIII . as b~abcichtigen ARBA bezw. i hre Au! t r aggeber h~ 
s f chtl ich der grossen eaoe der Qnrnri~ohen bezw. dort 
eequ~etrier6en Peraon•n(J uden) zu tun ? 

h Di ese Fra~e kenn -r~z unabh~ig von j eder 
f J I}'tv'.t, geeoh.S.ft lichen Transaktion gestell t werdenJ V. , die Hff. der Arba sind nicht t eint'iihlig genug , 

,p 1- J.I.,. .. 'I>M.l/V um sich daidnrch ollzu verlet"' t Z <l f •Ju.en,Qnd wenn s ie nicht antwo2~ aollten ,so weiss man ohne weiteres, woran ~an i st.Dann wollen s i e ein
rach e1ne An&ahl von tranaitier enden J uden 
gegen finanziell ea Leist ungen verkeQ!en , at stt 
ander at•e dar Uber zu dioponieren . 

IX . VVi~ etel len s ich ARBA zur A~s~anderung noah Palaotina~ 
Wird dieae unter nllen Umat~den unterstUt zt, 

L , , ,,L bwz . geste111t et und wird der Trana!.t durch X' 'P1'? ·/'"1N./I "'A- {• di e •achberltinder nicht ver eitdlt?xDa gilt 
boao~~era von denjenig~n , die lnh~bcr von Erez 
Isr~~l 7.erti fikaten s ind . 

Zweit~ lerhand~ung 

S. • . n llsste dan~ mi t eeinen ~reunden verhandeln. 
Wee mi t den ARBA GESCHIEP~ ,ist auo den ~otizen ni cht er
aicntl i ch.Jedenfelle d~fte daflr gesorgt werden, dese die
eelben ke i ne Freiziigigke i t in der Sohwe iz h.a ben? rPv ~ ! 

a) Unter der Vor auasetzung , deae S.M. 
mit B. Sch. ,und nach den brietl . AuefUhrungen ~it M •• 
der ARffaaaung 1st, dsaa ein einfeoher Menechenhandel , 

ohne RUokeichtnahme e~f die in Ungarn ver blei benden 
Jeden,n 1 o h t durohgefiihrt "erden aoll, oder , daes 
er mindestene auf die eventuell bereit s in Re i chneite 
befindl ichen 50u boachrUnkt werden aollte, um diose 
nicht ach~hterdinge in den Tod gehen zu l a ssen(Ubr1-
S•na ein @egenatand, der ohne weiteres zur Gattung Kr1ega
verbrechen gehtiren wUr~e, obwohl ee n i oht unaere Sache 1st, 
41eat fe&tzuatel l en),atn 1s t nur der Be ?.ug e i nee feoten 
Standpunk:t ea mogl i cha Be wird v e r 1 a_ n K2, does die 
]!!aortationw aqfhtlreE- und daao ! 'lr die in allen 
L~gtrn be!1ndli chen (deQwechen und ungariaohen )Juden 
aowtit ala mUg ioh gcsorgt werden k~nne . Immerhin w~re 
4 • n k b a r, daae aua toktiachon GrUnden 

ee) zuerat dio rrsge der 500 in der NKhe 

t 



4 -
der urenze befindl ichen Person~n behandelt werden , j s, 
falls diese 'r~e skut wdre ,auoh so!ort ala die brennende 
erledigt werden k~nnt e. 

Au:! jeden Pa ll wtirde sich also S.Jl. a id den 
st•andunkt stellen, daas die in U n g a r n wnd 

event uell noch 1n deutsohen and eael~disohen Legern 
bef indlichen Juden der ~ o n t r o 1 1 e des I.R.K. 
unt erstel lt werden,und dass fUr dieeelben sus j Udisohen 
und sobhen Aitteln,di e ev .zur VerfUgung stehen, gesorgt 
werden ktsnne. 

b ) Ea soll ein S c h u t z k o ~ 1 t e e 
gegr lndet werden, wel ches nus Ver t reten neutralen 
~jnder Sohweiz , Schweden ,Spanien,Portugel )zuoammen

geeet zt w'ire . 
c)Es s0l l eine jUd. Adresae in Budapest auf 

gegeben werden, mit der s ich ~ .Y . in Verb~ndung setzen 
kann , und die fre i e KoDrespondenz (im Rahmen der Ubliohen 
Zenaur,womog l i ch mit Pr afe•enz ) haben aol l . 

d)Dae Pal~tinaamt in Budapest )? ) s ol l anerks nnt 
werden. s i eae s) 

d) Transporte naoh Erez Isr ae l sind zu geetatten, 
zu begUns tigen . erden offiziel l begleitet. Von? J{}.K 

e) Die Blovakei ist in dem Zustande,aoweit ea 
die j"idisohe bituation anbetrifft, zu belassen , in dem 

lie aioh Yorfindet,soweit aber Lager eto . best ehen,sind 
auoh dieee der Lontrolle dee I.R.K.zu unteretellen. 

:t)Terwandte von Ungarn(Juden) d~ in der »ohweiz 
wohnen,amnd ohne weitere s naoh der Schwe iz r e i sen zu, lass en, 
falls dh.aobald sie Vi sa er halten. 

g )Zerti:t1kats1nhaber fUr Pal~etina zu begUnetige~, 
a. •· d) Ee iet die ·~ l:ichkeit zu er <:>ftnen , s l!.mtliohe 
Lager in Deuteohland,Belsen »er gen,Thersienetadt,Birkenau, 
~beraohleaien , Straaahof,Waldsee,Roaena~,Zarphat, Weeterborkl 
in Prankreioh,Belgien , Dranoy, I tali• n,Zagreb,So:!ia , 
daroh dee International Rote Xreuz/kontrollieren 

lau:tend 
su laaaen.-Be 1st da:tur zu eorgen, daee diese Lager woter 
aensohliohen Bedingungen weiter ge:t hrt werden .Daee Bahrunae

a1ttel.Ked1kamente eto.geaandt w~rden k~nnen und die 
1naaaeen~ erbalten. Aerstliche Behandlwns,eventuell 

dazoh Rotkreuz~rzte,od. d~roh qualifi zierte j ud.Aerzte, 
die :trUher in den betr .~dern tltig war en,duroh-fthren lauen. 
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~. Besonders AinderfUrsorge in UnsarA . 

XII. Regietrogen. 
Ste llung von Bohnmot ori al. 
Transit Balkan. 
Sioherhe i t !Ur Sohiff e. 

XIII. V e r t r a g od.Du.roht ~hrung . 

Es m~ee ein Ver t rag abgesohloeaen werden. ~ 

Aaf keinen Fall werden Zahlangen ohne jede Garantie geleiate t • ~ 
Jllu.r eine •thode Z 11 g 11m Z 11 g kann erbe1tea . rr

1 Soweit es sioh 11m ~e1etungen in Geld handekt, k~nnen eol ohe 
nar haoh gewisoen ~runde~tzen dann erfolgen,wenn wieder 
eine gewieee A nzahl vorbeatimmter,a~ Listen ge!Uhrter, 
nsohgewieaener Peraonen die ~est1rumungaorte erreioht. 

Das gilt zunHohat fUr die ev.ersten 500, dann 
fUr weit ere Transporte. 

Die uinzelhei ten k~nnen bier noah nioht 
genaa festgeeteltt werden. 

18.VIII .44 5.45 
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From· 

Code: 

TELEGRAM RECEIVED 
' .... 

Date : 

No.: CIJ\CULAR 

Clear Received: • 1n 10 .n 
A u't •• ·- •·•· 

ClROUI.AR. 

Raile hlloUa of t 17 eon,ala• Ulo Jo1a' 
4Hlaralloa of UM 111"1 Uu an4 Unit~ lta'te• Goftl'll
••'• la ... ,.. .. M ,.._ otter of the Hungarlu Uo•
...... , to ,. .. u tho •tcrauon ot •.-tal• oatosor1•• 
of 4 ... f ... B-.r~. .A8 rou ba" clone •1'11 pn•lo• 
,. ... nl• ... • oa ntupo •''-"• k1114l.J HOllN &be 
witee' ,. .. 1~• 4latp1but1oa tor thl• 4oolarat1oa. 
ta.. •'liM' ott .. of ~ ao ....... , ot HIIApPJ' n• 
~=: 1a a.u .. rlaa4 :a., •a.. la'•roro•• oa .1u17 18 

~ ,a'-Pa .._ 1a hlape•t tt7 lCRC 1a 
......... _~ ~oru1u JLa•• .,...,. Uw eo-n'" 
UniAI~& .......... u.a• V.apenatloa of "••• beJon4 

--~ ,._.~ luao 11aaecl M4 'ha' the l~C fU"e 
--.~. te ,_.18b nllef of "••• wbo are 1atorne4 
,.,. .... 1 ..... 1a .... .,. T» c.-u'•• are 
-- ._.. ... .- to a11paNte 111 UM aYaouat1oa 

•UlNa ....,. ••• J•ar• of ap tlho .... 
ef Yhao te ....,.,14ta •••wla• ancl aU 

'-1'1 .......... Yloaa &o Paloatlno 
-~!Nl•• ,._ UM ••UaorlU•• to laaft 

;jtutos emphasizo hnt, in aooepting the offor 
tho.v do not in nny wuy oondono tho notion of tho 
in forcing tho omigro.tion ol' Jown an nn n1 tornn-

-
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Oeparlm:!nl of St1te. 
Washtnglon, D C 
August 17, 1944. 

·,ADIO BULLETIN NO 198 
American Legation. 
Br r:~~, Suisse 
J.ugus t 18' 1944. 

Note . Thi; dr.'O\t is comp:loo from pross a!ld other sources er.d is m no way en expre~sion ol ohc•al o;,HniOI\. 

STATE DEPARTt1ENT . Following is reply made by Secretary to 
Governor Dewey's statement to the press in 

which he asserted that he was "deeply concerned" over proposals 
advanced for the scheduled conference of the four powers in Hashing
ton Mondayi 

"Governor Dewey can rest assured that the fears which he ex
pressed in his statement are utterly and completely unfounded. No 
arrangement such as described by him, which would involve a military 
alliance of the four major nations permanently to coerce the rest of 
the world, is contemplated or has ever been contemplated by this 
government, or, as far as we know, by any of the other governments . 
In the Moscow Declaration, the four nations placed themselves on 
record as advocating a ' general international organization, based on 
the principle of sovereign equality of all peace- loving states and 
open to membership of all such states, large and small 1 for the main
tenance of international peace and security• ; this statement was 
embodied in the Connally Resolution passed in the United States Senate 
by an overwhelming bipartisan vote of 85 - 5. The meeting at Dumbarton 
Oaks is for the purpose of a discussion among the signatories of the 
Moscow Declaration as to the most feasible and desirable methods of 
est ablishing the kind of organization envisaged in that declaration 
and in the Senate resolution preliminary to similar discussion and 
earl y conference among all the United Nations and other peace-loving 
countries? large and small . Any reports to the contrary are absolute
ly withou't foundation in fact". 

Secretary made following statement: 
"The Honorable William Phillips, who has been serving as political 

adviser to General Ei senhower, has for several months been considering 
relinquishing his pr esent duties and returning to the United states 
for urgent family reasons. In accepting this post , Mr Phillips origin
ally expected to r emain in London only during the period of planning 
for military operations on the continent but his service has been so 
effective that he consented to stay on at the insistent request of 
both the State Department and General Eisenhower. He feels~ however , 
that he can no longer postpone his return to this country and is con
sequently r esigning to the great regret of all of us . His departure 
from Supreme Headquarters of the Allied Expeditionary Forces will take 

,--'::.=.::~~ ...... ~i.lrl..l(~ber". 
Department announced that the International Committee of the Rod 

Cross has communicated to the Governments of the United Kingdom and 
the United States an offer of the Hungarian Government regarding the 
emigration and treatment of J ews . Because of the desperate plight of' 
the J ews in Hungary and the overwhelming humanitarian considerations 
involved the two gover nments are informing tho Government of Hungary 
through the Internati onal Committee of tho Red Cross that 1 despite tl1e 
heavy difficulties and responsibilities involved, they have accepted 
the offer of the Hungarian Government for the release of Jews and will 
make arrangements for the care of such Jews leaving Hungary who reach 
neutral or United Nations territory, and also that they will find 
temporary havens of r efuge where such people may live in safety. 
Notification of these assurances is being given to the gover~~ents of' 
neutral countries who are being requested to permit the entry of Jews 
Who reaoh their frontiers from Hungary. The Governments o:f' the United 
~tngdom and the United St ates emphasize that, in aooepting tho offer 
Whioh has been made~ t hey do not in any way condone the action of the 
Hungarian Governmen't in foroing the emigration of Jews as an alterna-

ive to ecutio~n~an~d~d~e~a~t~h~·~--~~~--~~----~~--. ~~~~~~~~~~ 

l 

.. 
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Copy t o Mr. -~Clelland 

Bern, August 18, 1944. 

My dear Mr. President: 

The Minister has referred to me your kind 
letter of August 16, 1944 (your reference: G.59/ 
5/65 G .85 J 5/MHA/HL) to him concerning the depart
ure of Jews from Hungary . In accordance with your 
request the Legation has been pleased to transmit 
to the Department o! State the gratitude of the 
International Co~ittee of the Red Cross for the 
Department of State's statement which your Com
mittee has been so good as to forward to the 
Hungarian Government. 

With reference to your inquiry regarding your 
wish to publish the statecent of the United States 
Government, it appears that the Department of State 
released this statement on August 17. Accordingly 
there would seem J e no objection to your publica
tion of this anno~nce ent. 

'lith regard to the penultimate paracraph of 
your letter under acknowledgement concerning the 
assurance given by the United States Government, 
the Legation can only repeat that part of the in
s tructions received fro the ~partment of State 
to which you refer. This re ds as follows : 

"The Government of the United States taking 
into account the hucanitarian considerations 
involved as regards the Jews in Hunsar,y, now 
specifically repeats its assurance that ar
r angements will be made by it for the care 
of all Jews who in the present circumstances 
are allowed to leave Hungary nd who reach 

The Honorable 
14ax Huber, 

territory 

President , International Red 
Cross Com:nittee, 

Geneva. 
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terrltor7 ot th United ationa or neutral 

l
oountriee, and that it will find tor euoh 
people tumporaxy havens of re!uae where 
they ma.r live in safety." 

Please believe me, lDf dear (r. President, 
with the greatest reepect, 

o .. jhs 

Very eincerely youra, 

George Tdt 
Firat Secretary 



.. t.tSlliOH CF lilt UlillEO nl.lES ~ 
OF AMERICA 

, ACT " ' 
~~0 {/:J \ 

&~ z g; _"~ 
BRITISH LEOATION, "t'-\(-

BERNE 
Au 211944 

1/68/ 44 18th August 1944. 
it:J. ~ If' ,..q, ""-

Bt.RiJ r::,) 

1-

Dear Mr l Huddle, ~ 
I~nclose enclose a copy of a telegram 

which r eached us during the night and on the 
receipt of which I telephoned to our Consulate 
in Geneva asking t h em t o make the necessary 

communication to the Int ernational Red Cross . 
I understand that this was done at about 
11.5 ~.m. yesterday. 

I tried to ring you up at your hotel , but 
there was no answer, so I spoke to Dale Maher 
on the telephone and tol d him briefly what 

we had been instructed to do . 
'"'"'"':'~---------OF THE U~ITEO ST ~t ' 

Of AI'C:R GA 

/'.UG 181944 

.. 
BERN 

Kr. J. nahr Huddle, 
Legation of the 

United States of America, 
B a r n e. 

Yours sincerely, 

~ 
0 . 



COPY OF TELEGRAM NO. 2682 of 17th August 

FROM FOREIGN OFFICE 

TO MR. NORTON 

His Majesty's GoveriiiJlent are publishing following 

declaration jointly with u.s. Government at midnight 

to-night . 
"The International Red Cross has communicated to 

Governments of u.s . and U. K. the offer made by 

Hungarian Government with regard to immigration and 

treatment of Jews. Because of desperate plight of 

Jews in Hungary and overwhelming humanitarian 

considerations involved, the two Governments are 

informing Government of Hungary through International 

Red Cross that despite heavy difficulties and responsi

bilities involved, they have accepted offer of Hungarian 

Goverunent for release of Jews and will make arrangements 

for care of such Jews leaving Hungary who reach neutral 

or Uni~ed Nations territory and also that they will 

fiDd temporary havens of refuge where such people may 

live in safet y . Notification of theae assurances is 

being given to governments of neutral countries who are 

being requested to permi t entry of Jews who reach their 

frontiers from Hungary. Governments of u.s . and U.K. 

8Bphaeize that in accepting the offer which has been 

made they do not in any way condone action of Hungarian 

GoYer.ament in forcing emigration of J ews as an 

alternative to persecution and death." 

,. 

' 



From: Department 

Code: --

Date :August 19, 

No: 2863 

l~vt, 

Received : August 21 , 8 a . m. 

PARAPHRASE 

J 

WRB no. 130 for McClelland . 

Reference is made to the Legation's 5040 of August 5 
and to portion of Section 3 of that cable. 

1. Similar information contained in a note of the 
Hungarian Legation at Stockholm to the Sv;edish Foreign 
Office is substantially as follows : "In order that :fu..."'"'ther 
charges of brutality may be avoided , the righ~ of super
vision by a representative of the HungaYian Red CYoss has 
been granted to fUture deportees for labor service" . 

2. Because of the issue involved, which is the 
possible extermination of 400,000 Jews said to have been 
deported already, kindly suggest to the ICRC the urgency 
ot oontacting Hungarian oi"ficials and the Hungarian Red 
Qrou With regard tC' the immediate establish':'!ent of Red 
O%'Q8a atpervision over all camps which in tl.e pas-;:; have 
-..,"' JRs who were depo1 ted from Hungary . 

!he Swiss Foyeign Office should be re~uested 
t~MI~¢t to the appropri~te Hun arian authoYities a 
~-~~ ially as follows 1 "The Government of 
• States refers again to the communication 

HUngarian Government (see your 5040 of Auf)USt 5) 
the explanation regarding Jey;s from Hungary 

' placed as workers at the disposal of the 
W'vel~tent as for years was the case of thousands 

o:f Christian faith and Hungnrinn nationality' • 

In 

J 

By R. 1 u S£p 25 1972 

en 
5 . 

~ I 
I 

.. 
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED 

Prom: D artment Date:Aur,u 

No: 6:5 

Code: -- Received : Au u t 21, 8 a . m. 

1 t 

PA 1APHRA E 

RB Jo . 13u for c lell nd. 

i made to the Le ticn' 5 4 or Aucust 5 
... .., ction of th t c ble. 

Similar infonaation cont11in d in note of the 
Leg tion t Stockholm to the ::iv: ect1sh ore1gn 

ic .. is ubstantially as follo ., : "In order that i'u..""ther 
ha... s of brutality may be av 1ded, the r .. h't. of ouner-

vi ion y representativ or the Hungarian e ro s nas 
bPen CI'O te tO future deportPC. for labOr PrviCe 11 • 

2. .because f th~ issue 1nvolv d, 1hich i the 
sible exterm:m tion of 400,000 Je1•., said to have been 
orted already, kindly suggest to the ICHC the urgency 

ntacting Hungarian o ioials ~a the Hun arian Red 
as with re ara tc the 1 m• diote estu ll.S~ ont of ted 

s superv ion over 11 c ., 1 hich n tl.e pOEt have 
J ere de ort u 1ro. Imrury . 



_ .. 

28 3 

In vie\'\ of t c P' licy 1 th •erman Gov rnment 
c ncemin Jer.s, 1 ich the LOvC'rn ent of the ni ted 
St tes as urnes is ell mo m tt' the Hunr,nrinn iOV rnment, 
this lrQ•.reznnent 1\0lllo preciote a vtatcment of the 
ca ures which have been taken w d a ro being taken by 

the Hungarian authori tie to af guard Jews placed at 
the d"is po sal o:f uermany Ut ninot v torvation nnd other 
:fonns of persecution and to inoure their hucnne treatment. 

The Hungarian v.uthori ties will readily perceive that, 
'Jnle s such mea~ urea are tul en cone rnine all Je ::J ' put 
at U e dis o al o! the Gema.n !iov rMcnt' the xpl nation 
ofterea 1:ould seem to vv.ry markedly from the cts and 
that the Hunr,aria~ authoritico responsible for placing 
MJch J rs ot the d1spo nl of Germany nould be responsible 
:for any cnnes of abuse. 

TI1e U.S . Gcve~ent a·aits 'ith extraordinary interest 
an early reply to the inquiry made in the present cor.mrunica
tion." 

In transmittinr. the .forecoin to the Swiss Foreign 
Office, the Legation may nnturally adjuf..t the language 
in its discretion. 

r£/ 
opy to RDM 
opy in FA 

HULL 



To 

Code 

f 

Copy for :r. '.:-1"1 .. , ,_ .. . .. 

TELEGRAM SENT 

Department Date: August 19, noon, 1944. 

® 
No 

5397 
Charged to 

Paraphrase 

Reference is made to the Department's 2836 or 
.n.ugust 17. 

The above cable will be conveyed to Intercross 
at once with the urgent request that the matter be 
checked through channels of the Committee. During 
the past ten days I have also received several 
unconfirmed reports that the Gestapo, with the 
collaboration of the German "Feldpolizei" has con
tinued to deport small groups or Hungarian Jews, 
particularly from camps in the provinces. It is 
not known how many are involved . This appears to be 
purely German action. I will attempt to secure 
confirmation also. 

From McClelland for WRB. 

RDK:nf 
In duplicate 

BDtel K6tro:po.a.e , 
Gene"f&. 

HARRISON 

t. 
D 

I I 



Genen, Auguot , 19th. 1944 . 

Denr Dr. de Schwn.rzenbor c s 

Pollo\'ling up rq telephone call of yooter da7 I 

wish to t r anamit to you in writing the meaoago wilich 

r e ceived on August , lBth. f r C1f:l. the Proaident ot tl;le 

AGUDA.6 I SREAL I'ORLD ORGABIZM!IOll , Jacob Rosonhoin. This 

c0t11:!unico.ti on c:uno to us through th3 ar RofU{;aa Board 

with tho su.r,gestion that it be tran~tted to the Inter

national COl:mlittee of the Red Oroso. The text i s as 

:!ollowat 

aJ ewiBh Tel egraph Agency reports !'rom 
Dern indicate that deportations f rom hungary, 
according t o r elia ble letter s of the laot days 
from that countr7, are cont inuing a'li night in 
spite of Horth7' s promises . !rhis is cau sin& 
great anxiet7 in J ewiab. circles here . It 
would be apprecia ted if you could ascertain 
the fact s . " 

It h as been my understanding that the Gestapo 

bas been continuing arrests and probabl e d eportat ion of 

certain Jews en e.n individual or 3llall group basis, even 

in Bwlapest . I have no knowl edge, however , of deportations 
on a lari&r Beale . 

I neve r heard of correspondent of the Jowisn 
!l!el ecraphio .lgenc7 in BernJ ther e is one i n ZUrich, 
Denrthel eaa. 

An7 information you mi ght roc oiv con cerning 

IIWih deportati ons would intoreat me nlso. 

Dr. J . de s . 
I .o.a.c. 
Hotel M~tropolo , 
Oenen. 

Very sincer el y yours , 

Roawell D. l!o01 e l lmld 
Special Aseiotant to 
t he AmArican Mjni RtA~ 



From: 

Code: 

,, 
TELEGRAM RECEIVED 

firtm nt 

® 
Date: t 1, 10 . • I 

No: 77 

Received: t 2 I 
4 

c i z rland from ary. In ord r t t 
v y be is ued to chi1 n ho ·1er born in 

ngary 
1 

non-pre:fer nco tlungnri m uot numb re 

7 tlu·ourh 176 er h r by llotted to Zur'cl , 

on third o~ the numb ro for iesu nc~ e ch 

1 

uring ugu t, September und Cctober at c n lnr 

in S itz r1o.n • 

le oe in orm 

to S it 

i'or vi 

LL 

uthorit eo 
cilit tin 

c dr n 1n Hung 



From: 

Code: 

r r Mr. • ,.,,., .... 

TELEGRAM RECEIVED 

Department Date: Aucust 21, 11 a.m. , 1944 

No.: 2867 

Received: August 21, 8 p.m. 

P A R A P H R A S E 

For McClelland from the \lar Refugee Board. 

Reference is made to the Legation's telegram 
No. 519?, of August 11, 1944, vnth regard to the 
situation in Hungary. 

The matters referred to in your telegram have 
received full and careful consideration. The views 
or the Board are set forth below for your information 
and uidance : 

1. While the Government of the United States 
still intends to pursue all practicable means with a 
view to telieving the desperate plip.,ht or the Jews in 
Hungary, it cannot enter into or authorize ransom 
transactions of the nature indicated by the German 
authorities. 

2. If it is felt that a meeting between Sely 
Mayer and the German authorities would result in 

aiDing time, the Board has no objection to such a 
.. eting. In the event that a meeting should take 
plaoe, Saly Uayer should partidPate as a Swiss citizen 
and ae a leader ot the Swiss Jewish community and not 
(repeat not) as a representative of any American 
Gr8&J1izat1on. 

HULL 

am 
b 41lpl1cate 



Dear Dr. Schaefer: 

Legation, 
xrrxxxxx 

Bern, August 21, 1944. 

MY friend and colleague, Kr. Roswell McClelland, 
Special Assistant at the Legation, and particularly 
charsed with matters relating to r efugees, h&~ in hand 
a matter wh1oh ho ~vould 1.ike to ~1souss with .rou, and 
hopes to call on you in Zurich some day this week , 
either ~uursday or Fr"' da.y, in case you are in your 
office . fJr. McC l elland .ill probably give you a 
telephone call to ascertain when it might be convenient 
for you to see him. 

Fai thfully yours, 

Dr. .A.. Sohaet er, 
Director General, 

Union Ban~ of Switzerland , 
ZUrich. 

( 

.f: 





..n 

for Mr . ~cClelJlnd 

Qr_lnf.Sd8ratio:n. 
.. / Arrivee de Juils hongrois en Suisse 

• BALE, 22 - Hier apres-midi est arrive a 
Jl-t B<'ile, sous le con trole de la Croix-Rouge suisse, f). ; -..:;,; ,.._ un train special amenant d'Ailemagne 320 J uifs 

_,r'-~ l ~., ' hongrois venant de Budapest et des environs. 
' ·\ " Le convoi comprenait des hommes, des fem-

"'1 l '1 mes et des enfan ts. Ils seront internes dans 
, un camp suisse. 

IUniJVII:I I P' C"'o -- - - - -·--



AU s ... 21 . 1 4 . 

For : l!r . "!cC.~lland@ 
ir om : A. • H . D • 

~ttqc Ae is a copy 
Dr . Sc&. efer . 

Enclos r-" : 
Ietter . date' Au 44 . 

• 
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~ Ht44-')AAL1 • 
Copy to Jlr . McC Uand 1 

~•u«' ~; ) 86 

~ 14 , t-t' f~. 

Ber n, August 22, 1944. 

MY dear gr. Preeiden~s 

Please pe1~it A t o refer to recent correspond
ence exchanged with your Cov.nittee r sarding the 
treat !!lent of Jews 1n Hungary. This matt er has, as 
you are doubtless aware, been the eubj ct of a 
cons iderable exobange of correspondence with the 
appropriate Swiss authorities. 

The Legation is no in receipt of instructions 
from tha D partrnent of State t o the e!feot that, ac
oord1Il8 to a note addressed by the Hmgarien legat i on 
at Stockholm t o the S edish Foreign Offioe, the 
Hungarian authorities have granted to a representat ive 
of the Hungarian Red Cross, in order that further 
charges or brutality may bo evoided, the right ~r 
supervision to :future deportees :for labor service. 

Because of the issue involved, whioh is the 
possible exte1~ination o! 400,000 Jews,whose de
portation is said to have been already e!~ected, 
the Department o:f State ~s directed the Lese.t ion 
to suggest to you the urgency o:f getting in t ouch 

I with Hungarian o:ffioials and the Hungarian Red Cross 
with re5ard to the immediate establishment o! Red 
Cross supervision over all c ps Wfi1ch in the past 
have hOused Jews who were deported from Hungary . 

~he Department of State adds that it awaits 
with extraordinary 1.nterost an early reply regarding 
what action the Committee :feels it oan take . 

Aooordinsly the Legation would be most ppre
o1at1ve 1~ it might be informed in tba premises at 

!be Honorable 
11u. lluber, 

President , International Co ittee 
of the Red Croeo , 

Geneva . 

as 

(D 

""' 0 

1-' 
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a s early date as poosiblo. 

Pl. as b lieve ce, rey dear Cr. 
with the sreatcst rospeot, 

oa1dent, 

GTjhs 

Very e1noerely your , 

George fait 
:First Secretary. 



1't1a1 or 

Copy f~.o. Mr.McClell nd 
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To 

Code 

Department 

-

/JCV.,I ":J 

WORLD JEWISH CON<3RESS 

TELEGRAM SENT 

Date · August 23, ? p.m., 1944. 

No · 5519 

Charged to . 

Paraphrase 

Your 2668, August 3 . 

A preliminary investigation reveals that 
Alfred Schaeffer is a reliable person to contact 
and that he is acceptable to the Legation. 
Unfortunately, he is absent from ZUrich on military 
service until September 12th, but, if possible , I 
will try to see him sooner. 

From McClelland for '.VRB. 

HARRISON 

RDM:nf 
Copy to ROM 

ca ..-· \ 
Aug, 2 4. 19« 
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W ORLD J EWISH CONGRESS 

r,- ...: 

TELEGRAM SENT 

To : Department Date August 23, 5 p.m., 1944. 

No : 5517 

Code -
Charged to 

Paraphrase 

Reference is made to our 5197 of August 11. 

On August 21 320 of the 500 Hungarian Jews 
transferred to the camp ot Bergen-Belsen, who were 
to be released unconditionally by the Gestapo, 
arrived in this country. 200 more are due to arrive 
Aupust 22 or 23 in Switzerland. They appear to be 
a mixed group of both sexes, ranging in age from 2 
to 82, from Koloszvar and Budapest chiefly. Among 
the 320 who have reached Switzerland are certain 
Rabbis anS,. other members of the original convoy 
of 1200 r,rour 2834 of August 17), which turned out 
in reality to be composed of 1690 persons . 

The above is from McClelland for the 
Var Refugee Board. 

HARRISON 

RDM:nf 
Copy to RDlJ 

~: 
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WORLD JEWISH CONGRESS ___ ~--~--~-

TELEGRAM RECEIVED 

Fr om: Depart.mer t. 

Code : -

Date: Au ust 23. 5 p • • , 19 4 

No:2895 

Received:Au~st 24, b a .. 

PARAPHtA.:~E 

'lRB 1io. 13 . For cClell d. 

Reference Le ation's~ 4 ~uly 31 ana 343 
August 17. 

'ar Refueee oard r roves yc su orting 
tle two programs in ~uestion, includir€ fin· cial 
assistance. You are hereby aut.hori ed to continue 
such support as 1o 

advisable. 

In duplicate 

re 

as you ~Y ju~e it to te 

HUU... 

t 



W ORLD J EWISH C ONC3RESS 

~GRES JUIF MONDIAL 

• E ,. 

TELEGRAM RECEIVED 

From: Department Date: August 23, 9 p.m., 1944 

.. 

No.: 2899 

Code: - Received: August 25, 8 a . m. 

PARAPHRASE 

No. 137 from the 7ar Refugee Board tor McClelland. 

There is given below the substance ot information which 
the American Embassy at San Salvador forwarded to the Depart
ment of State on August 10, 1944: 

"1. The 'inister tor Foreign Affairs of El Salvador some 
time ago requested the Government of Switzerland to assume the 
representation of Salvador interests in Hungary and that the 
Swiss have nON definitely assumed such revresentation. 

2. The following further statements were made by him: 

(a) The Government of El Salvador has info~med the Swiss 
Government of the fact that passports and other documents 
issued in the name of El Salvador to persons in Hungary subject 
to persecution will be recognized and confirmed. 

(b) That the Hun arlen Government is to be so informed; 
also that it is expected that holders of such passports and 
other documents will be accorded tbe treatment, rights, 
immunities and privileges to which nationals or El Salvador 
are entitled, and 

(c) That the Forei n Minister is bein iven authorization 
to negotiate for the exchange of such persons; tha t the United 
States. in the event that such negotiations take place, will 
giye every preference to un~uestioned nationals of El Salvador; 
that pbyeical receipt of other persons will not be expected of 
the Government or El Salvador, and that, in case exchanges take 
plaoe, such persons will be sent to their destinations." 

In view of your telegram No . 5233, of August 12, 1944, 
we leave to your discretion the use to be made or the rore
goine information. 

HULL 
ta trlplicate 
OGJJ to A. I . 
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CA~E r-IL.· 

TELEGRA~RYCEIVED 

From: 
.-.. .. 

Code: 

Depart:nent 

@ Date: August 23, 10 p.c., 

No.: ~900 

l Sl&f Received: August 24, 5 

PARAPHRASE 
cd 

WRB No. 129. For cClelland. 

Following, which is being repeated to E Daesy 
London, is in re~erence to Legation's 4604 July 19 
and 5040 August 5. 

p. 

1. In addition to taking the action which was 
requested in Department's 2715 August 7, you are 
requested to express to the Swiss Foreign Oftice the 
United StaLes Government's appreciation for the 
information which was given in your telegrams mentioned 
above. So that the Swiss may be fully informed of th1s 
Government's attitude, you may make avallaole to the 
appropriate ForA~gn Office officials the text or the 
reply which thls Government made on August 11 to the 
International Red Cross Committee in accordance with 
Department's 2715 and its 2657 August 2. 

1944 

While the United States Government has taken 
note of the communication which was reported in Legation's 
5040, it does not accept the reasoning therein and it 
reserves the r1ght to return later to the purported !acto 
which are related in that telegram. Foreign Office should 
be requested so to lnform the Hungarian authorities. They 
ahould, furtherrrore, be informed that the asAurances given 
by the Hungarian Government are too limited in character 
to be aatiafactory. The Government of the United States 
there tore rei tera tea i te public warnin& that all who eha1•e 
in the responsibility tor persecuting Jewa and other 
m1nor1tiee will be brought to justice. Please request 
that they be informed likewise that the foregoing includes 
deportation of any category of Jews and that there must , 
ae a m1n1mum, be extended to all categories of Jews 
pera1ae1on to em~rate freely and Red Crose supervision 
ot the treatment and living conditions accorded them. 

2. 



- 2 - (r.o. ) 

2. Wide d1screp nc1ee are round in co un1cations 
and reports with regard to the otter of the Hun nrian 
Govern ent relating to treatment of J wa For obvious 
reasons, the position ot the United States Gover ent 1s 
baaed on the version 1n Legation's 4604, received fro 
the Hun arlene through the Swiss Foreign ~f!1ce. This 
Govern ent proposes to caintain this position, but it is 
anxious nevertheless to ascertain the xact nature of the 
otter and the Hungarian attitude. Without departing trom 
this Government's above-stated position, therefore, please 
inquire ~ntormally and discreet~, from such sources as 
are availao1e to you, concerning the following principal 
uncertainties. Answers to any or these questions should 
be suomitted as soon as possible. 

In view of the internal situation ot Hungary, 
to what extent can the promises of the Hungarian GOvern ent 
be counted on as being made effective and continuing tor the duration o! the war1 

Have deportations of all categories been 
definitely stopped? It they are only suspended, tor 
how long is the suspension and to what categories does lt apply? 

Is it poaa1ole, even in aoaence or actual 
ei~~le Jew1ah ecigration from Hungary during hoetllitiee, 
to expect the continuance of stoppage o~ deportations and 
other form2 ot actual danger to lite? !f so, to what 
extent? 

Will Jews in Hungary be allowed and, in fact ar.d 
aside from ICRC action, enabled to obtain food and oth-r 
necess1t1ee through ordinary co~ercial channels? !t so, to wbat extent? 

1ght it be possible to conduct em1grst1on so as 
to prevent breaking up families? (lhia ls related to 
queation of eeparat1ng children und~r ten from their 
parents.) 

-o what extent are Jews over ten years old 
allowed to e igrate to countries other than Paleet1ne 

In the li&~t of the current m1~1tary and political 
altuatlon, lt appears here tha; ~in emphaela should now 
be placed nn inducing the appropriate Hun ar1an circles 
to maintain and ~o strengthen the relaxation of the Jewish 
regime 1n Hungary which was reoently raported and to apply 
such relaxations to all ca egor1es of ~ews ln Hungary. 
It aeems less important now to promote the clandestine 
escape or ind1v1duals and groups than to prevent deporta
tions and assure all Jews 1n Hungary tol raole living 
conditions. It w1ll be appreciated 1f you will report 
any information and develop~nte thereon. 



- ,1; -

- 3- (lo. 2VOO) 

aoo~ ot 
•urow/ IIPpl"'&ob •a&P•te4 b7 London • 1 230 algbt 

plaoe 1n Jaop&J"47 &be ibroa4 propaa whlob 1a enY1eaged 
a boTe and 1n Deputllent • • 2ae7. Conaequ.ntl,-. 1 t 11 not 
(repeat not) oonl1clere4 a4Y1.aable that JOur de aroh .. be 
11a1ted to 1teu COTered 1n London'• No . 230, that 1.a 
the euppl7 problea and ohlldPen WldaP ten )"elll"e. Honnr, 
JOU are natyr~~l7 DU~hor1&ed to g1Ye the •asurance w1th 
reapeot to &Ya11ab111ty through the blockade ot aupplSe• 
tor Hun~lan retugeea, in line w1th London'• 230 . 

HULL 

In quadrupl~cate .. 



F r om: 

Code: 

101 

u t 23rCI.l9.t.t 
,_ 

TELEGRAM RECEIVED 

Departt:ent 

WRB No . 140. For 

The United States 

........ 
Date: August 23, 8 p .. , 1944 

No.: 2908 

Received: August 24, 3 p. 

PARAPHRASE 

oClelland ./ f 

Government br--warmly 

® 
appreciative 

of the Swiss Government•s consent to afford temporary 

refuge to 8000 holders of Palestine oert1!1cates from 

Hungary 1n add1t1on to the proposed asylum for children 

and expectant mothers. You are. requested so to inform 

Kr. P1let-Golaz. . 

Please sugges t informally to the Sw1es authorlttes 

that it would be hel pful 1! a public statement or the 

aotion o f the Swiss Government were issued, so that it 

would be impossibl e for the Ger mans and Hungarians to 

ola1m that emigration 1s not feasible , and so as to 

g1Ye an example to other governments. 

HULL 

In duplicate 
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Personal 

Bern, August 23, 1944. 

Dear Dr. Scbae:f:fer~ 

PolloJYing the letter o:f AU&,lst 21st which m:J :friend 
and colleague, .Mr. Dullea, kindly addressed to you 1n my 
behal~ I telephoned your o:f:f1ce yesterd&J a:fternoon and 
learned tbat ./OU were absent from Zurich on m111 tary eerv1.oe 
until S eptec bar 12. 

As I have a rather iz:portant matter which I wish to 
dieouss with you concerning l~r. Eugene .Bogdant':fy o:f Loa 
Angeles, Califo rnia, I should much appreciate seeing you 
at yrur earliest convenience. I am generally at the 
American Legation at Bern {Plfenstrasse 6, telephone 30914 ) 
from Tuesday afternoon to -'rlday evening o:f each l'feek, then 
in Geneva {7 rue des Chaudronniers, telephone 58061) over 
the weekend and Mondays. 

In the hope that I may soon have the pleasure o:t meeting 
you, I am, 

Sincerely yours, 

Ros,,ell D. McClelland, 
Special Assistant to 
the American Minister. 

Dr. Alfred Schae!f'er, 
General Manager, 

Union Bl:i.llk o:t' Switzerland, 
ZUrich. 

RDII/ajb 
(Envelope nddrPSSF!d to Pa.,..ad ... platz 6) 



You told Do tbot Mr.Koastner had informed you that 
the "o1do-mdmo1r " wh1oh .Yoa had aabmitted t o hie 
did not oont111n •"'•+. ...... +\.. .... 1o~ -• .. • - · -

I A 
...... 

~usuat 23rd .l944 

1 r. Sa ty Mayer 
St Gall. 

Dear Sir , 
Re: Hungary eto. 

Thia is a•ort report on the conversation 
we had yesterday, when you explained to me how things 
stand with the Jews at bay in Hungary and with 
those who are actually on the way,in Germany and et.se -
where. 

Although I want to make a few paragraphs 
in order to bring the narrative into some form, yet they 
will not show any logical conception or arrangement, they 
are only to put matters into a certain eequence • 

l . You handed me some papers in the morning, 
and I read them, but it would be impossible for me 
to distinguish the contents c learay. I had not time 
enough to take notes,es you know . 

The papers were partly written by Mr.Kasztner, 
one of them, the chief one, being a report by him to one 
of the SS or Gestapo pe6ple, whom he wants to defer 
further deportation,by offering to him goods in other 
countries. The gist of that letter is that the JewJ 
in HunBary are, whatever be done or left undone,always 
in the power of the German foroes,and therefore are al
ways a sort of pawn or pledge of the ~ermans, and that 
they will always have a chance of murdering them, if the 
business by which they shall be liberated or partly liber
ated, does not come off. 

If the position of the writer were not a 
deapo.xa• one, one might be inclined to call the letter 
rather bad literature , but any one who oan see the positdon 
of the man who wrote that,will a so unde stand that he 
knew he had to do with people without any kind ot human 
foelingJ or perhapa,what may be possible, t o the hench-
mAn of such people, who,themselves are in no enviable 
poaition,unless they are upright men •. 

The papers then conatin a great number ~f 
goode whioh have already been proposed for delivery, 
when,I cannot remember.(! had reaerved myself 8 second 
reading of the papera,and presumed matters would be 
oleared Qp in the meantime, but oar further conversations 
went in a slightly different direction.I remember you 
telling me that those proposals were no longer '' act'-*1" 

(aktuell) bQt that what the Germans were after, were 
1; r 8 c t o r e.Still,I remember that there were sheepa' 
skins and quite a number of other goode , textile and 
other ones, and that t here wee a relation as to gold ,jewellery, 
watohes,and whet not,had a lready been delivered,further 

shares and stock.I could not yet r~ke out whether these 
goode and chattels were partly goods and valuables which 
had ben stolen or otherwise seqQeatered with or from 
the Hungarian Jews, or even had been handed over by 
them under preesure,without being actually wrenched away 
from them-.Thia is all I have kept in memory of the 
papers. 

r 



Reply RDI~/m jb -
S .Jo1nt.~3 .VIII.44 - 2 -

You told me that J.tr.Kaastner had ~orm.ed yo11 that 
the "aide-m6mo1re" which yo11 had submitted t > him 
did not oonte1n what was the chiet point .The Germane 
were · - • olutely and de~in1t1J resolved to kill 
ott all the Hungarian Jewa,unleea certain otters were 
made to them and t he goods whioh they req11ired, 
were handed over to them. 

Your report wee rich 1n particulars , but 1 eve not 
always been able to make out how tbines went in 
order of time, when and where Mr .Kooztner wao present and 
when not. I understood that you have t alked to several 
men, of whom the chief party seems to have been one 

"Dilrektor Becher" of Hamburg , a representatige of t he 
"Wirteohatt aamt"(Ottice ot Public Economy) , and who had 
full power t o deal with the mett er. 
Then there was one Haup~mann Gr0aon of the SS.,one 
Grumelli( ? )It would seem t hat ~ecker had dealt with the 

Weiss (and perhaps von ChDrin)tomily arrangements ,by 
which theie families were bou8ht ott trom Oestr~ot1on 
end have been expeSdited by air to Sp!in • 

2. It is oeid t hat 16 300 persons have been brought t o 
"Old . uotria" (Alttist reioh),and t hat t hese are chiefly 
"prominent persona ot the Jewish communit y or l ife"and 
children. 

I presume it wa s Kas zt nsr who told you t hat t he H~arian 
Government was indifferent as t o whet her the ~ ens 

were to be killed or saved, but t hat the Germane were 
reeolvod, ai l east to murder off the Jewe ,1f t hey 
ahollld not be a ble t o be v~orious as against other 
better armed peoples. 

' It wee OPrtain t hat Hi mol er knew of the transaction t o 
c ome ott . 
Thera was as yet no" Judenrot ".L.ikloech Krausz was not 
the Ohiet • There wer e sti ll some 170 000 Jeww 1n Buda
pest. 
3. The th1ngs ,Germans were aft er, were 10 000 t r ucks 
or trana)ort oars . Nobody woul d be able t o deliver 
them except t he United ~tat es . Herr Becher bad s t ated 
t hat it woul d e perfectly s imple t hing f or USA t o 
s end car e by transport ships or fre i ght er s and that 
by each freight er 2500 J ews oould go beck to t he States. 

S .M. c oul d t e ll t he Aweric ans ln all cert a inty 
that the oere would not be us ed f or War purposeo,but 
f or After_.ar use . 

4.Herr Beohe• had declar ed t hat t his interview was only 
• p•e ltminery one ( e ine Pr~ambel 2 , and t hat the definit ve 
onea would follow. 

S.M. had dec lared t hat it was impossible to deal 
juet only with t rucks, f or he be l ieved he could already 
t e ll the answer ot t he Amer ican s1de , 1t would be NO. 

S.K.aa1dc 1t woul d be 1mpooe1bl e t o offer t his. l t will 
be neoeaaary to give me indioat lone as t o money 
required, and ae t o other eventual articl es. 
The partr 1n USA or ~he USA woul d have to intl uenoe 

t he • eutrala,eo t hat o rtein art icl es woul d be taken o ft 
the liet ot non- 8xporta ble art icles . ! oen imagine that 

Sw1t 3er land might be incli ned t o deliver certain 
s oo4a. 



-
L.-

S .Jo1nt.23.~III 44. - ' 
sw.r have to find together with yourselv •• torm which I o uld a~bmit to Aaerioa • 
I have made a celcalao ond f~d that the Jane of USA oonnot find t he money tor 10 000 trucks. The op oa1te partJ(Becber?) aaidt"na,alao "(Juat eo}. 
I have however advice by my trienda that the treneeotion mast be ralll*ad. 
I find that Germany needs et6ll other thingo but t:ucka • s •• mentioned certain ortioloa which Reree 1n ant ther ,not of a Wer material kind. Tho qucot1on 1e one ot an 1ccodiat proBram(lofort-progra~), and otterwarda of a realization( ?) 
It wea however necessary that 1n the meantime nothing would happon to Hungarian Jews . 
Hr .B chor soa~e to have soid, he woal1 take it upon him.(ich werde mich otark mechen),to obtain that nothine detrioental would be done . 
I heve a nota on San olvador passports and on the Pateetine Vf ioe(Pelemt),b~t nothing definite oeems to have been tolked about th1a.Hangar1ana with relatives 1n Switzerl and might travel to S 1tzerland. eventually otbera too. 
~he Contracting parties of an Agr•ement would be "BS.Sonde~ atob ox GrUeon ot tb one part, end the J OinT ot tba other port. 
Beaber or eo~• other man eeace to hove t alked of the e.tabliahment ot a German Econooic vffioe(Deutsche irtaobaftaatelle ) in Switzerland.Eventually other tir.Qs, either Geroon onee or auoh who wer e Ul good relation• with Germany would be entrusted with the execution ot the deal. 

5. Bac!apeat for the resent waein no need on either a o ne J , nor ot clothing or medioaoents . It was beat to wait whether a deportation would take plaoe,or not . 
In oaaa of o deportation ,miney,victusla.clotheo,madicamenta aight be sent t o the Campaa and not to Budapaot . , oll thia onder t he nroteotion of tho I .R.C. Pending the dU!'otion vf theee preliminary t alka"no annihilation" (keine ernicht Wl&) woul d take place. 
there were other art1olea,bes6dee the trucks, that might be aeetul or would be reqaireds(Drehb~e a lathes ? Zrlinderbohrwerk: cylindre boring maohinea and others). 
6. B.ll.MentJoned that the whole ob ject waa"trade 1n humanity" (llanaohenhandal,alave trade ) against gooda,Barter. Be would have to ~ut 1* int auoh a t orm t hat it would aot be against the Swiaa law of obligationa,i.e.that it would not be oonaidered "immoral buainaaa" ant\ against Se•t.20 of the Oode of Obl1«ationa. f ke Garman oounterparty(Hr.Beoher· ) was viaibly annoyed over thia and tried to pretend it wae a different thing. z,.vnr .44 21.15 

I'H~~~ 
1 ?··~ ~ 



- Reply 8/25 RDUJmjb 

S».2,.VIII. 44. - 4-
Seoond port o~ort on oonveraationa or 22 .Vlii.44 

6.The second part of o~r conversation woa ~etween 
s.~. and Mr.Nathann Sohwalb, 1n presence of ~.w. 

A moat important part or th1o ognversation wee the 
statement of ~ .w . that one of the ermana,or several 
or thmn,repeatedl;y stated 11 L!tln let e~ ana gek:om:nen,um ana 
daa llnz~bieten" { Keszter had oome to them or had approa•hed 

t be m 1n order to off er a dealt tho~,) 
lie s.r... had said: I I Bh:l~ld fol.•t;lve thio to Kasztner, 
even if 1or w I were on my death bed*" .I prfeotly under
stand that he did i~. 

NSoh. Wee there not some i dea to create a politital 
oon:rlict. 
s.u. This oannot be entirely refuted,although on~ cannot 
see where it oomee in. 

(So by me nnderstood .. l:'!W ' 
$.-.. Whetheror not this can come ott, it will be to tno point that 1 1 1 1 g a 1 exodus from Hungary 
oan take place. 

n .Soh. Freudiger and Lint: have deported. 

S .M. of the people "ho have been in Bel oen Bergen, 
~\Vill come to b"itzerland. 

It has already been said that this was the 
doing or I.HC. 

N.Schx It wil l e impooaible to send goods to 
Hungary. 
n~ oould goods come from ~pain,Portugal,Swede,to ~ermany? 

Under the aotuol circumatancea? 
It is neceosary to tell Kaoztner and the othera 

thot this is not within our power. 
s.~. Xasztne ... has aeid ,if the Uazis lose th• fler, they 
want at least to kill or the Jews.Tbia is a tenet or 
thoir programme. 

S • I have err nged with Kaeztn~r Nhet Kaestner wrote 
about onr int.v1$W of Aug 2lst.l944, this must be 
exeouted.}hat you write,! intend to do?I understand your 

reaona. 

(Tbio in not quite com~lete , 
but tbeae ar~ the chief matters.) 

23.VI!I.44 

PS. Wanting to send thieotf still 
to-night,I hove lett it un
oo:a;·rootod. 

M.W. 
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"y,'m .. il ?tu '~?,yn t~,~il 
n:J:·r ,,'l!ltl 

TELEGRAM SENT 

Department Date : August 24, 9 a . m., 

No : 5527 

@ Charged to : 

Paraphrase 

Reference is made to the Legation's 4502 of 
July 14, 3 p. m. 

The following supplemental information from the 
Swiss Legation at Budapest concerning the treatment 
of Jews in Hungary is contained in a notice dated 
August 17 from the Swiss Foreign Of~ice: 

Replying to the request of the Swiss Legation 

1944. 

for further information concerning "Schutzhaft" as 
applied to Jews claiming foreign nationality, the 
Hungarian Ministry of Foreign Affairs stated that 
Schutzhaft is distinguished from internment in that 
Jews are placed under Schutzhaft not as hostile mani
festation but in their own interests, and that without 
assembling t~em under police control the Hungarian 
authorities are unable to give them guarantees for 
their security. Jews under Schutzheft are permitted 
to leave detention unaccompanied by police when they 
have private or professional affairs to regulate; if 
the Jews are interned , they are not permitted to do 
this . 

Seven .~erican citi zens entitled to protection 
and 30 affected by "Rule G'' as well as alien relatives 
of American citizens are among the Jews a1'feoted. (The 
not i ce states parenthetically that this state~ent was 
made before the receipt of the Department ' s ruling in 
its telegram 2584 of July 2?.) 

The persons affected are lodged in two vast 
premises, one reserved for men and one reserved for 
women , at h the Deaf and Dumb Institute in Festetich
utca , Budapest . Sleeping accommodations consist of 
m8ttr esses and bedding pl&ced partly on iron frames 
and partly on the floor. Jews with means are allowed 

to 
I) 
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c; on 
for 

lol1ow1ne a r o nt inop ction in Wt!Joh he woa 
rooop!n:1,tl~l)"fir. oht •r,delof!.6t ofth L!C, 
ll :rb .,. r1tat.1v or tb6 tii!O k ect.~ em 1n Eu.dop ot 
f()Uil(l tb ~ th •ub J ttter1oo tr"rov1.doo. 'by th ;r w1ob 
t:ounoU :1rt irJ ut r:1 oiorrt., p rti oulbrly t'C.il' cb1lt1rcn, 
w11o r O«'ivo no milk, nd tMV onitory 1netcllflt1ona 
or at ti frJot.ory eJtbough th 1'6 o:rc only tour wuter 
cloor t , Ma1ch nr, oaorouc unr1 1nou1'fio1 nt •• 

'f~j C l P. t Rod Cro~:~o atotr;d ttwt the 
oon~~tjono or the wor t h hod r o~ntly fincountered 
~mong oivJl1on intern e jn urbi , olthough th 
hllr toe nr J> rm1tttc1 to L ov thn promioeo Bnd 
x roJo in a O()Ul'L . 

ln oCJd1t.1on t.h notice ot.fJtctJ tbet tho o:ltuot.lon 
i tJ potl .1 hly au to tbo ottitudo of thf outhor1 t1os 

111.1 loool :ruuct1orwrluo who conoidtJr tho oonC11t1onfJ 
.1ra F Btctjoh-utcu O'Y.C J 1 nt, t~o oc..mpor(ld wt th othor 
compc 1n Hunea~y. to ouch bn cxtunt thl:tt 1t to 
<lH:'tSoulf to porauua thtUJ t,o 1mprovo the oon(l1t1ono, 
n~ Lh gation aM Red Orocs d legaho 11grao thlit 

1t to Jmpo 1tlo to d1nclngul~h butwo n 6ohutzhort end 
int• :rnm nt c"r.oopt lhr t th tcJnntJr ~run to tret~dom to 
)qftV th~ pT m106D. 

lt tor portul by t..lte flw1o I.aP.tJtion that e oerte1n 
numh :r or All'IIJr~tctHI ott1z.ono jn prov1nooo l1ber~;tec1 
BlHJttoo ffJllow1ne ito 1n1.!Jl'V!Jl1t1on ar!il hold 1n looal 
1ujuono t.~U ,,r,w.,ut. ll•!t 111110t Lo Ll'(WOferred to Budopeet 
Bhort.ly, anO t.hot. t,M I.AJgnt;ionan~ the RtJd Croao are 
tllQk1rl~ av ry rrort, l.o omt~l tc~rato oond1t1ono ill 
F a t.nt;1oll -uto•l . 

Ax rungcmun to llttvo boan ltlllclO by t.ho Int. roroao 
rt 1ogot,• tv dol tvur wortkly 1'0rl<1 parooln to all 
illtt, ne " wlro hov a delle Lo t.:hn r•r•otoot;ion of' tho 
.~w 1 BO. 

lHIM I Rill X 1 n r 
In •lu1.J 1ool. t;o Al 
Oopy t.o flQM 
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Code: 

Th::p Date: 11.\..: t I 7 1'· . ' 1 t 

® No .: 18 .... Received: r.U[ US t l' , 
~ 

i • 

l~o . F3 ... ro +le rt .. ·nt . 

I'.:>r tb •• ·ln_ t r ~nd C1 11 nd. 

cf J'OUX l vgr!lT'l ·r". 

Gov~r~~nnt of The 
-1 ~n cpc..cif~c 

co 
~ 
0 . 

tjn t.h § 
inquiry .. 

2. l.ct~i .._1 :-:;tandin • reccn+ develo:m<>nts s in · r t f :!.n 
:J ur tol~JO :ro . 5 i.)1 of A4'U"'t U, ~ t .; the intnntior. c ... 
th u-o·. nnmel ... oi tl United S t te s t Ul su11 .furtl r .._he 
report ... d offers c:!. the II~g!:l ~~an ~ t '~-tori 4- es ., .. :fi c. 
by~ ~ 4C04 , n~ J . ly 1 . 

DllCT..ASSIFJED 
..... n.pt. l 1 l1·12 

B1 an. SEP 2 5 1972 
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Weltzentrale des Hechaluz 

23828 

Bem, Ansus't 25, 1944. 

Dear Jlr. Soh alb: 

I aclmo11l eciae receipt of your letter of the 25th of 
August with thanks, and "as happy to note that our recent 
transfers arrived sarely. In v!ew or the recent sudden 
changes 1n the pol1 tical and :m111 ta.ry s1 tuat1on 1n Rumania 
and 1he1r probable repercussion 1n Hungary, I aa very glad 
"that we nere able to send your people this additional support 
for their rescue work. \ 

I had a long talk the other day with Saly ~er, and 
can only say that matters are developing aa well as could 
be expected under such d1ft'1cUlt c1:roUDIB tancas. 

llr. Iathan Sch.wal b, 

Sincerely yours, 

Roswell D. lloClelland, 
Special Assistant to 
tho American Kinister. 

eltzentrnle des Heohalus, 
53 rue des Pqqu18 , 

Geneva. 

.. 



Repl.: 8/25 nml/rnjb 

Weltzentrale des Hechaluz 

Teltphon 2 31128 

r . ll.o 1 D. cClel1and 
teiJt to 

!11'3 cr 
., ec.;.e.l .11 

the A 1"iCUl 

o r n 

or rr 'cCl 11& d , 

OEHF, L-;; .=-. 

n, 

Houte wur o d o 1 tztr: undto :J.l e u J eren reu;. e lr. 
t tigt . 

ur l"lo ... c 
hn n C1l1 te v t r tue t: n 

(t r ez:)v= 17 . . 

n Zeit bestaeti en au h ~ 
fu r dl 0 l:ettu l1T t 

reunc;e a.Js 
&.m 1L . 8 . luut 

u . die 
r e.f 

lt Ko1 r de t .hr r 1 re or c 1 Ctht ,wo u r 
wi r ... 1- en 'l' t'~ a 

b en rrolr .in ~rer 'lnl.i.t 1· n 11 nsc e d, verbl 1 
ch I'll t 

d n f r un lc~ lhr 
,Jn, 
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NITRA 25/lj .tv~1-

AB:ti.ACHUNG FERTIG STOP REIMAN (DE,UTSCHE) LIEFERT EIGENMOECHriG AB 26/ 1: 

• TAEGLI CH 12 TONNEN PROVINlENZ HELLER(UNGARN) AN ALBUS {AUSCHWITZ) ::>TOP 

AUSFURR FREI FRANCO GRENZE (GALANTA, LEOPOLDOV,WRUTKI-ZILIN.:~) STOP KONDI'riON ..... -... " --... . .. ·- .... . . .. ...... 

UNMOSGL~CH DA DIESE . ~Qm<:URREN~(ASCID<ENAE)Y-DEUTSCHE ) .. ERFOLG aUSSCBLIESSLICH 

EUERE Vl"_RSCIDJLDIDIG STOP VER.ANLASSET WENIGS'i.'ENS RASCHEST .... SOFORT EXPEDI'l'ION 

EBENFALLS AUSFUHR-.. ·FREI FRANCO GRENZE (GALAN'fA; LEOPOLDOV, WRUTKI- ZILINA) STOP 
DRARTBES1'AE'riGT ~AETIGKEIT ~-I·~~~G~.. '5&\. ~ (tlW ~'ft..t-- tt W~--J~~ "t~ '3-\.. 

Adreue • lndiriuo 1 L • · .. 
des Aufeeb ers de l'expedileur. del millento .. 'lt.t. && . 1Jbf~.ch·'tlt " ·;;:.: •• i- J 'I 

'I t.e .. Ut'\4 fttC. , 

ln dar Hoffnung,dass Sio , lieber Herr U4cClelland, diesbezueglioh 
das Noetige veranlassen werden, wuensche l.oh Ihnen nlles Beste 

freundliche Cruesse 

_!hr ~AJ<J-;z- / 
~~':'~eli~ 

.llr .Roswell D • . McClelland 
Special Assistant ·t;o 

}~erioan ~nister.-

,I -j 

l,4t • 
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....._ _ _..,..&elnrrale des Hechatuz 
Hechaluz Geneva Office 

Tete phon 2 315 28 

Lieber rr l.!oClollnnd: 

da.sa lhr w.Schreiten vo:n .::5;8 habo ich dankend erhal n u. offe, 
die ung.Angelogeneit sioh im gawuenschten Sinne ontwickoln wird . 

Intwischen kam he~to ein Telogramm von Horrn chaol nor . 1tr , 
nach Uerich, desaen ortlnut ich Ihnon lt .Bella£e zitiere.Soeben orhiolt nuch ic 
vomhmeGonun.nten oin Tolacrat:llll,dem nc.ch icb von diesem nach Zuerich Qosa.ndten onntniG 
ne n soll u . or bittot ranch &u handeln. -

Unsore Taktik:Zeit zu gewinnen und jade Deportation aufzunalten. 
Dieae Taktik-lie je e andere - ist begrontt,bis JtD.n dcoh such unsorerseitc Einicea 
leinten ~ss ,boconders wonn die zweito Seito(Pnrtner moechto ioh nioht sagen) uns 
roogonuober letztens ein Positivum getoigt hat . 

Es schelnt, duss nuoh rir muessen etwas zoigon bis diose odor 
jane \nt1vort von den hoeheren Stollen a.nlnnt;on wird. oenigstens in dieaem Sclctor • 
ueber welohem wir alle uns einig sind :die gerumnten Orte unter d . "Kontrolle des Himm ls" 
s o f o r t zu nohmenm.Dies wird die Deportation verunmDegliohen,diea hilft una au•h 
Zeit zu gawinnen . 

In der Hoffnung, dasa Sie, li~oer Herr ~cClelland,diesbezueglieh 
dus tloetige vera.nlassen v:erden, wuensohe ioh Ihnen alles Beste 

Yr .Roswell D. McClelland 
Special As:Jiatant to 
the American L~nister. -

freun<"'l'c e Gt·ue.s"' 

_!·r ~-a/J / 
.o.J.Cr lb.-
/ 

l 
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Bern , August 25 , 1944 . 

itra V OID 25.8. 1944. 
_,/./ v Y _) 

' '?/f ~(7' / ~~ .. 

:o\~ ~et+Ht~t ~' (~e-t., ~~o 
unf!Ao ~~·~·1tf ~ e~jM.t-t. I/ ~ 
~.fh.e.~. 

1~ 7~.0"/(? 

vi.' .. . / 
:7/,a 'lt:,"/i 

e:;;.~t'Uui.Je .52 

Reiman liefert eigenm~chtig 

~nnen Provinienz Heller an 

1ze stop Konditionen anmogl 

da dieser Konkurrenzerfol g aussohlies slioh euere 

veranlasset wenic;stens sofor t r ascheste Expedi tic 

ausfuhrfrei f ranco Gr enze stop verst fuldige·t sofoJ 

et Natanskyoomp sowie Hugo stop drahtbest~tiget ] 

Bratislava 

Ueberae-r~UDB: 
; e.. ~: .. . 

AbmaCbUDI te~11 •top Deutschland liefert eigenm 

(d.a.t. ebae 1\\St'i.-unl Ungarns) ab 26. August tM 

l'lfti8Qa ·tua•e~a) nach Auschwitz (Vernioh1 

~~IV~rrutky-Zilina-Cadoa stop 
Konlmr ~~en•tr.i 



/ 

Bern, August 25 , 1944 . 

L 

Lepe che aus ~ ~~·s llitra vom 25 .8. 1944 . 

Original: 

Abmaohung fertig stop Reiman 11 fert eigenm~chtig ab 
August 26 t~glich 12 f onnen Provlnienz Heller an Albus 
ausfuhrfrei franco Grenze stop Konditionen anmBglich stop 
da dieser ~onkurrenzerfolG ~usschliesslich euere VerachuldUI 
veranlasset wenicstens sofa t rascheste Expedition ebenfall1 
ausfuhrfrei franco Grenze stop verstUndiset sofort Mayer 
et Natanskycomp aoTiie Hugo stop drahtbest~tiget •1otel Centr~ 
Bratislava 

Uebersetzung: 

Abmachung fertig stop Deutschland liefert e~genm~chtig 
(d . ij.: ohne Zustimrnuns UnGarns) ab 26 . August tMglich 
12ooo Personen (Ungarn) nach Auschwitz (Vernichtungslager l) 
U er Galanta- Leopoldov- Vrutky- Zilina- Cadca stop ~~el : 

Vernichtungsanstalt stop Da dieser Konkur enzerfol b ausscnliess 
lich euere Verschuldung veranlasset sofort rLschesten 
Luftangriff aui' die ltauten die befahren werJen/ ebenfalls 
Galanta- LLeopoldov-Vrudky-Zilin - Cadnca stop verst~dibet 
aofort Mayer et latans~comp sowie Eugo stop drahtbest~tiget 
Hotel Central Bratislava 

Der Vorwurf ( "ausschliesalich euere Verachuldung") hat folgende 
Bewandnie: Die Ungarn verlangten Li ferunl von diversen lda

schinen und Tr_ctoren als Ltlsegeld 1 r das iioht
deportieren. Die~em ~erlangen schlossen sich die 
von der Deportation ~edrohten an . Die hiesigen ~reUB& 
de lehnten 1ie Lieferung von Machinen ab, erkl~rten 
sich aber bereit, bel den Allierten zu intervenieren , 
obsohon die M1 ttel fUr die .f1asch1enn zur VerfUgung 
stunden. 



B rn , Auguot fi , 1944 , 

Deoesche vom 28 . Au5~st . 

Original: 

"spreohet so:fort Ilatanskyoomp stop au.fh~ret mit leeren 

Verspreohungen er,·farten an6 eldlna1t:,;te Expedition ausfuhrfrei 

franco renze VErgebeus tKglioher Aus:fall an Konkurrenz 

lo Tannen stop n:ache:t euoh fUr alle r·olgen v ersn twortll oh" 

Uebersetzung : 

spr echet aofort Nathan stop aufh~ret mit leeren Yerspreohungen 

erwa~trn angelrtindigt en Luftangriff Galanta- Leopoldow- irutky
Zilin.n- Cadoa ver0 ebens tl:iglioher 'Lusfall an Konkul.renz 

lo . ooo Personen stop machen euoh fUr alle Fols en ve~antnortlioh" ' 

-
/( Jirta.."dJJ.v l 1t-h & 

]4MJ.r,/~ 1 
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c 0 p y rs~ H~~ 
l; Jl(il~ l.~l:t 

0,""-'t ~I d . 
Bern , August Z5 , 1944 . 

My dear Mr . Federal Councillor : 

Supplementary to my letter of Aug . 4th., in which 
it was a pleasure to be able to assure you that the 
United Nations were willing to receive Jews whom the 
Hungarian Gov . ~ight see fit to release for ad~ission 
to Switzerland , I now have to inform you that American 
Consular Officers in Switzerland have been instructed 
that an allotment of visas has been made for refugee 
children who were born in Hungary to enable them to 
proceed to the United States . These visas will be 
issued separate and apart f rom the visas which you 
were informed in the Legation' s note of March 22 , 
1944 were aut horized in the casts of refugee children 
arriving in Swit zerland from France . 

Please accept , my dear Mr . Federal Councillor , 
the r enewed asgurance of my highect consideration. 

His 

LELAND HARRIS ON 

Excellency 
Marcel Pil et- Golaz 

Federal Councillori 
Chief l. Federa 

.tl e r n . 
Poltical Dept . 



Bern, August 25, 1944. 

Jdy dear Br. Pallai : 

I thank you :for your letter of August 22nd. I am 
~orttma tely ell acquain'ted lvith t he circumstances of 
'tha arrival of this recent convoy of 320 HUl'lliarian J ews 
who reached Basel lant Sunday . .Arrangernen·ts, however , 
have been made to talk to those responsible persons among 
them in order to obtain supplementary in:fomation. 

I hope tha-c in due time and course 1 t ~11 be possible 
to shed ~rther light on this whole question, but for the 
moment this is not the oase. 

Mr. G'za Pallai, 

Sincerely your.:J, 

Roswell D. lcClelland, 
Special Assistant to 
the American lfinister. 

Ho'tel Wal.dhaus Dolder, 
Zurich. 

( 
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Code: 

r· 'l:f D /'fit '~ 

[cASE 

Itt fr'(; ( &11 r;J 
c -

TELEG~AM RECEIVED(<.: A ; - ...';) 

Department 

0 
Date : August 25, 10 p .m., 1944 

No. : 2933 - Received: Au~~et 26, 10 p.m. 

PARAPHRASE ------

WRB No. 142. 

Legation Stockholm has been informed substantially 
as follows by a person who is considered to be thoroughly 
r eliable: 

"There had been i n open- Air concentration for four 
or five days s ome 20 , 000 Jews of both sexes and of all 
agee, with nothi ng t o s it on but the ground. They were 
later crammed i nto box cars which were nail ed shut and 
despatched to des tinations outside of Hungary. With 
80 persona to a car, they wer e so packed that no one 
could sit down or even move, and many must have died 
durtng the Journey. The per sonnel which handled this 
movement were not Ger ma ne , but Hungarian gendarmes . 11 

Thil report conf irms s t a tP.ment e from various sources 
that Hungarian pol ice have been pr incipal ly i nstrumental 
1n the arrest and deportati on o f J ews from Hungary under 
tragically cruel conditions. 

You are requested t o t r ansmit this inform~tion to 
the lw1ee authoritie s for f or war di ng to the Government 
of a-ngary, which should be i nfor med that its comment 

\ 

1a attentively awaited with respect to these reports, 
wb1oh are regarded as authentic. -

HU LL 
J ~!Rgy.l~ 
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To. 

Code 

(cASE 

TELEGRAM SENT 

Department Date: ·>Ul!USt 26, 10 a . m.' 19 4 . 

No 5579 - Charged to: 

Poranhrase 

From hlcClelland for ffiB. 

Intercross recommended during recent conversations 
that in concert with the British Government our Govern
ment indicate to the Hungarian Government its vdlling
ness to transport to some specified haven of refuge in 
Allied territory a certain number of Hungarian Jews 
whose re:1oval is not (reroat not) based on the possession 
of certificates for Fal estine and who do not intend to 
go to the latter country. Such an offer, Intercross 
feels, might have a gr eater chance of success than the 
current proposals of emi gration to Palestine for Hungar
ian Jews as it would offset German disapproval of Pal es
tine emigration , which di sapproval is based on the 
alleged Germtln desire not to jeopardi ze their ~ood 
relations with the Arabian Mufti. It is I nt er cross ' 
opinion that such evacuation could best be effected 
through Rumania as a more practical and safer r oute 
than through German- controlled terr itory to Switzerl and . 
I feel that the proposal is worth trying as it has 
definite points in its favor and would involve Hungari an 
J ews who would ultimately desire to return to their 
count r y . The attention of 'ffiB i s ca lled in this respect 
to the offer of 500 entry visas made by Tangier . 

Referring to the Legation' s 5397 of August 19, 
i t i s strongly recommended that propaganda pressure 
be mai ntained on the Hungarian Government. The 
Hunt;ar ian Government i ., showin~~; a tendency to "relax 
on ita l aurels" following its ''generous" offer to 
a llow J ews to emigra te, meanwhile passively permi tt ing 
the Germ~ns to carry out further deportation of people 
who ar e nungarian nationals, after all. The fact should 
be emphasized that such ac~uiescence constitutes common 
gui lt ·.vith the Germans for which the Hungarians will 
also be held responsible after the war . This sort of 
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pressure would also strengthen the hand of those 
Hungarians of good-wi ll in the country who from the 
start ha ve op9osed ~uch persecution of the jews. 
The use of pamphlets in Hungarian, as well a s warn
invs vi a the radio , is recommended by competent 
Hun:arian circles in Swi tzer land. 

HARRISON 

RDl! :nf 
Copy to RDM 
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TELEGRAM SENT 

Date : ~~~st 25, 2 p . c ., :9?4. 

No : 55e8 

- cnargad :o : 

Re~erence is ~de to your 2Eo7 of ~us~st 21. 

On August ZZ I t.ad a long ~lk · i th Saly :.!eye::
{re~erred to as ~ =e=e~naf~er) ~St. Gall. ~e 
i~c~ed =e ~~~ t~e p=cjected =eeting =entioned in 
~~e Legation's 5197 of August ll took pl~ce f~slly 
on Sunday ~ugust 20ta between S~, t~ee Ger-ar agents 
enc :s=ea: Kas~t~er at s~. ~argarethen, a to~~ on t~e 
SWi ss-Ge:--:-.ar border. The Ger:=ans arri vee on the r:.orn
ing o:>: Aug us• l 9 but ~ co ... :d not see the~ unt: il 2.; 
~ours late=. rhe ~ciss authorities did not grant 
border passes :o eit~e~ side . 

The heac of the Ger=an delegation (a member of 
the Cer~a~ ~ firtscha~~sact~) characterized as "orel~
inary~ the ~isccssion held during this meeting . -

~ere follows the substance of the discussion 
which teak place as reported to me by ~ayer . 

The backbone o! the ~reposition which the 
Germans advanced ·.res i.he delivery of 10,000 trucks, 
which could probably come only fron the United States. 
The Germans in return i'I'OUld release not only the Jews 
remaining in Eungary but also all Jews in t~eir hands, 
numberly one million roughly. In re~ly, Ueyer stated 
that putting the matter on such a basis would oost 
certainly mean categoric refusal on the part of the 
United States Government, and ~urther, that he could 
not be party to any deal that involved t~e delivery 
of ·.tar material which could be used against Allied 
troops. Another formula would have to be found if the 
Germans wished to avoid such a refusal. The Germans 
retorted that the proposition of 10,000 trucks was not 
theirs but had originated .,.,1 th Jewish circles in Buda
pest and had been made by Ka.sztner . ihen SM reproached 
them for wishing to traie human beings for goods 
(~enschenhandel") the Germans heatedly repudiated this 
accusation and declared that they were simply willing 
to take up a proposition that had been made to them and 
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which interested certain Gestapo circles. 

Mayer was permitted to talk alone to Ke3ztner . 
The latter painted the following picture of the present 
situation of the Jews in Hungary . Some 170 , 000 Jews 
are left in Budapest. The extreme faction of the 
Gestapo (called Group C hereinafter) was impatient to 
continue the deportation and extermination of Jews 
and had wanted to begin again in Budapest on ~ugust 19 . 
The attitude of Group C (which is the attitude of 
Hitl er) is that they wish at all costs to liquidate 
the Jews even though Germany loses the war . The 
present Government of Hungary is either indifferent 
tot he whole question or powerless to act . Horthy 
himself could be no more than a passive ( "unbeteili gt") 
onlooker to the continued deportation. rhe Gestapo 
holds all real power in this r&speet . No emigration 
whatever of the Jews is allowed by Group C. "Orthodox" 
dipl omatic intervention or protests are more or less 
useless and hove no influence on Group C' s plans and 
intentions . 

The feeling of other Gestpo circles in Budapest 
and i n Ger:aany in general is that the whole program of 
the exter ;r.ination of the Jev:s as a policy is undesirable 
and should not be pursued. 

Rimml er' s faction (Group B) represents a middle 
course. The atti tude of this group towards the Jewish 
question i s more or less indifferent. They do not 
oppose t he r elease of Jews who remain in German hands, 
particularly if ~oods of' value to the Reich can be 
obta ined i n exchange for them . The delegation which 
met SM r epr esented Gr oup B and mentioned specifically 
that Himmler knew and approved of the negotiations and 
the meeting . They told SM : "It will cost us nothing 
to release the Jews . On the other hand there is some
thing t o be ga ined by doing so . " 

Ka sztner expl ained to S~ that Group B had to 
advance substantial counter- propositions in order to 
be in a posi t i on to offset the arguments of Group c. 
That i s why they accepto:;d Kasztner ' s proposals and agreed 
to negot i ate . 

~eyer fee l s that the fact that such a meeting 
took place at a l l i s a hopeful sign in itself . 2qually 
significant is the arrival in 3witzerl.and of 320 Hungar
i an Jews , for whi ch these negotiators were directly 
r espons ible. Throu~hout the whole discussion, which 
t hey hel d to an ob jecti ve basis, SM sow no evidence 
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per!lonal 
that these men were interested in/financial gain . Their 
relationship to Y~sztner seemed qui te matter- of-fact . 

Regarding the material terms proposed, Saly 
Uayer ' s point of departure in arguing the matter was 
that insistence on the lO,OOC trucks would certainly 
condemn the whole proposal to failure in advance, 
therefor e what other proposals had the delegation to 
make? They stated that Allied permission to neutrals , 
such as Switzerl and , to deliver goods (machine tools , 
for example) might be acceptable as a compromise . If 
authorization in principle to so ahead would be secured 
by SL! , they would furnish him with a list of goods 
available in Switzerland and other neutral countries 
that woul d be of interest to them . The hope was expressed 
by Sl: that they could :rropose goods of not such an 
out- and- out military character . 

SM asked the~ for a breathin spell of ten days 
(until .nugust 31), arguing that such arrangements would 
take time end that the decision did not denend on h~. 
s:~ succeeded in eliciting a defini te promise from the 
head of the delegation that he (the head) would do all 
he could to prevent the furt her deportation of Jews 
from Hungary and their extermination durin~ this delay, 
but he warned 31l that the .moment mi,:ht soon arrive 
when the matter could go beyond hi s control . 

Saly ~ayer feels strongly, and in thi s I agree , 
that having gained three precious weeks already, no 
effort should be spared to find a for mula by which 
to gain more time. Your opinion as to whether the 
point where it is impossible to gain more time bas 
yet been reached would be welcomed. Jo you feel that 
further steps can be taken without committing ourselv~s 
irrevocably but also without breaking off negotiations? 
Vhile awaiting your advice we agreed that as a prelim
inary sign of willingness to continue, SM coul d request 
permission from the Swiss for the entry of the German 
agent who is to carry on further negotiations. ~~ 
feels that in order to keep negoti ations going he should 
have some form of evidence sho~ing that at least 
$2 , 000,000 were availalbe in the United States, if 
necessary. Various dilatory tactics of a t echnical 
nature, just short of actual delivery of any goods, 
might then be indulged in. the Germans could be 
requested to submit a li s t of the items they desire . 
The military and political deve~opments in the Balkans 
are meantime incr~singly in favor of saving these 
Jews. 

From McClelland to the .VRB. 
RDJ.!: nf '7_/';. 
Copy to RDV. ~"(1 ~"TV<-
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·Union .mank of .5mit0cr land 
Cnion de Banques uisses 

lJltftn agcmcnt 

Personal 
Zurich, 28th August , 1944 

Dear Mr. McClelland: 

Dr . Schae~er who is at present on military service has 
sent to us your letter addressed to him on August 23rd regarding 
Mr. Eugene Bogdanf'~y of Los Angeles , California . 

He asks us to inform you that owing to the present mili
tary situation all leave has been suspended and that for this 
reason he is ~ortunately not in a position to meet you in 
the near future . 

Ue are , however, pleased to say that Mr.Eugene Bogdanffy 
is well known to us. He emigrated a ~ew years ago to the Uni
ted States of America o\ving to the Regime in his native country, 
and we have arranged for monthly payments of S400 .- in his favour 
from funds which were deposited with us already before the war. 

Should you wish to receive any further details regarding 
M.r .Eugene Bogdanffy we would be glad to furnish you with them . 

Always with much plea811re at your disposal , we remain, 

Very truly yours , 2 UN~ON W.TK OF SWI TZERLAND 

~ltA-~Lc~~ 
Mr.Roewell D.McClelland 
Special Assistant to 
the Amer ican Minister 
El fenstrasse 6 
B e r n e . 



- · •'.-t'\ 
lJ I 

~ 

COMITt. INTERNATIONAL O J: LA CROIX-ROUGE 
AG-ENCE CENTRALE DES PRISONNIERS DE GUERRE 

C.h''\IU&' J•tau~ I , ~t7 .. 
r ;l~phono • tllli 
I ~~~K " IIITEACAOIXIOUCE" 

R1ppeler dans Ia r6po,nse: 

1-o .. si r , 

GENEVE, 

BERN 

3. 1 1. '!! I 
v~ 1 m: _.c ... ellm.a 

1~ ation des Lt ts-Unis 
~ enstras~c , ~ 
... E. 1 ~ e 

e "' o.out 19-A, 

:n..:s evvm: _ ' .. orr.; our u. ' uccus ~r • ~ eption a.e la 
letire a.u 19 juillet lJ-.~ pm:· lc.,.u...llE: vous nous t..:ans
.c.ettez un message a.£ l ' or ;;o.r.ina~aon -'uunas !srecl. .. o~ld 
Crc iza ~;:vn , .:elatii' &JJ: deuo ... btions des IsrmHi tes 
de uongrie . • 

• uus uvous inllti iat.;M _.:Jt "'Orte le contenu de ce 
r.essa~e a la conneisen:we <:e no Lt.; at;jH~ tion a ~uda:p_ s t 
en la l'i ant de pl'Oo~der a un.e €L• t<ete sa1· ces faits et 
!'l~us ...... ....Jquerons as de: vous te ir !:.!Ll c-.~uiJ.Lt d_ sa 
:..·epon ... e . 

\oeuillez ag1·ee_t __ o.sLUJ.' , l 1assuru.r.ce e notre 
oon~ideration la plus ~is~iugu~e . 

Pour 16 Comlt~ lnt~m~tional 

de Ia Croix Rouge, 

/ 

/f/;Mf/'~ 
• ~n d As. 
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From: 

Code: 

) 

TELEGRAM RECEIVED 

Department 
1-UU 

Date : August 30 , 8 p.m. , 1944 

No.: 2989 

Received : August 31, 8 a. m. 

PARAPHRASE: 

Leavitt of Joint Distribution ln ~ew York has 
received from Schwartz JDC ln Lisbon a cable referring 
to the interview by Saly Uayer which was described in 
your 5588 of August 26. Embassy Lisoon's cable of 
August 29 commenting on the Schwartz message is as 
follows in substance: 

Schwartz requested in his message instructions 
as to (1) whether JDC in New York was willing to make 
the payments requested, and (2) whether or not the 
Department and the Treasury would grant license under 
the conditions stated. Today the Embassy at Lisbon 
from an entirely reliable source received infor~tion 
to the effect that the Charge d'Affaires of Hungary 
at Lisbon on August 28 received a telegram from the 
Hungarian Foreign Office dated August 27 . In this 
telegram the policy of the Hungarian Government, based 
on the new situation arising in Rumania, was outlined. 
The following is a paraphrase of the substance of the 
text of the telegr am with reference to the Je~lsh 
problem: 

•Hereafter the Hungarian Government will handle 
the administration of all Jewish affairs and Jews will 
not hereafter be deported. This decision has been ~ade 
by the Regent. • 

The Hungarian representative at Lisbon expressed 
consideraole doubt that the Germnns could any longer 
carry out deportations of Jews in large or even small 
numoers. He stated, although he could not be altogether 
certain, that his understanding ie that during the past 
two weeks there have been a growing opposition 1n Hungary 
to the Nazis, ooth 1n offic1Rl circles and among the 
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general population. From this opposl~lon there would 
result an active resistance to any purification by the 
Germans . It was further stated by the Charge d'Affaires 
that it would be physically impossible to carry out any 
large movement at the present tirne. In the opinion of 
the Charge d 1Affa1res, any transaction of the kind 
suggested in the Schwartz message is purely an ~tteQpt 
at blackmail by the Gestapo. The Charge d 1Affa1res 
expects to be in possession of further information 
on this subject before long. Such lnfor~ation will 
without delay be transmitted to the Deoartment and to 
the Embassy at Lisbon. 

With reference to the questions raised in your 
telegram No. 5588 of August 26, 1944, the War Refugee 
Board will reply later today. 

HULL 

In duplicate 

, 
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-Letter ~S.M . of Sept . 4th. RDM 

~1esrr 
RECEIVED 7 TELEGRAM 

. ... ........ ...,~- J- l)Q 

From: Department Date : August 31, 8 p.m., 1944 

Code : 

No.: 3004 

Received : September 1, noon. 

PARAPHRASE 

@No. 152 f rom the .tar RefuP,ee Board . 

You are r equested to deliver a paraphrase of the 

following message to Saly t:ayer: 

/Drm 

''The Government of Mexico has sent 
i nstruc t i ons t o the Mexican Legation in Bern 
to obtain from you a list of the four hundred 
outstanding Jewish communal leaders, rabbis , 
etc., t o whom t he Swedi sh Legation at Budapest 
will issue doc~ents on behalf of the Govern
ment of Mexi co . You s hould contact the Lega
tion i n Bern . The bear ers of these documents 
will be entitled t o t he protection of Sweden 
as the protecting power for Mexican nationals . 
It is presumed that yo~ will compile the list 
of such outs t anding personalities on the basis 
ot your own knowledge and after consultation 
with whomever you deem desirable . N. A. 
LEAVITT, Ameri can J ewi sh Joint Distribution 
Committee." 

HULL 

1D duplicate 

C~:~lf /J PIJ 

DECLA~<IFmD 
State D~p r, l tl 71 

S£P 25 1..; 
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From: 

Code: 

TELEGRAM RECEIVED 
. ~ _._._,___ t- II6A 

Department Date: August 30, ? p.m.' 1944 

No.: 2990 

Received: August 31, 4 p . 

PARAPHRASE @ 
J. 
~tment•s 5568 August 26. 

Fo llow1ng is from r.RB for Harrison end ~cClelland. 

WRB will appreciate your expressing to Saly Uayer 
the appreciation of the Board for the excellent way in 
~hich he is handling a moat difficult task. It agrees 
that every effort muet be made to extend the negotiations 
end to gain tice, and 1t feels confident that eyer will 
be able to prolong the negotiations, making no co~itments 
but avoiding the breaking off of negotiations. He should 
be advised that there are no materials of military value 
available . He can, however, proceed with the knowledge 
that there are available to him in this country at least 
two cillion dollars, and he may gain time by referring 
to this acount since without approval from the United 
States no arrangement can be entered into for any 
payment from this fund. We do not believe that under 

lthe present circumstances monetary payments are practical, 
and no approval can be given for such payments. 

Please advise Saly ~.eyer that he should inform 
conferees that he is unable (reP.eo.t unable) to secure 
an~ authorization for the export of goode to Germany 
from an~ neutral country without a list of the nature 
Bind the ~uantity of the materials that are desired. 
In order to gain tice be should aek tor a list of such 
materials. D~ecueeion of the list might furnish the 
means or procuring at least two adjournments of the 
conferences. Discussion may be prolonged on a technical 
basis when the list 1a presented. WRB relies on ~eyer , 
with your assistance, to use every possible d1latory 
tactic to gain time, the foregoing be~ng offered mer ly 
as suggestions. 

In dupl1cate/re 

{"- 1'-'• \ A 
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