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I am enclosing herewith a letter which S i B
I
pr. Grim asked me to forward to you. . l
ki y
with every good wish, S | g %
4 3
Sincerely yours, =i ; : \
g Sdi 3 E
Z. E - B
’ 2 oo
an E. Woods : N
American Consul General i {‘
: L
Enclosure: N
Letter. Es
- Mr. Roswell MeClelland, .

care of American Legation,

Bern.
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Zurich, August 15, 1944

WhE
The Honorable
Leland Harrison,
American Minister,
Bern.

L-or8

sir:
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As of possible interest and for what-
ever consideration the Legation deems
appropriate, I have the honor to submit {{
herewith a translation of an exposé Aot
okt
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npogsibilities of Rescue for the Hungarian

~ Jews", which was prepared and voluntarily
f‘- submitted to the Consulate General by a

5. prominent Zurich zionist.

Respectfully yours,

o bt

American Consul General
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POSSIBILITIES OF RESCUE FOR THE HUNGARIAN JEWS

The situation for the Jews in Hungary is still very
dangerous. Deportations on a small scale secretly continus.
It concrete possibilities of rescue fail to materialize
immediately and if the watchful public interest slackens,
the danger of new mas3 deportations within a short peried
of time exists. & Eung?rian Government crisis is expected,
Radicsl circles and the/Germsn Wehrmacht, as well as the S8,
are increasing their influence and are aiming at quickly
liquidating the Jewish problem. The Hungsrian Government
has officially stated that the deportations are only
"temporarily” suspended until the possibilities of emigration
have been solved, and that with the aid of the Hed Cross
"several thousand" Jews will emigrste from Hungary. Help
comes too slow. (Badio 4Ankars snnounced, according to the
NEUE ZURCHER ZEITUNG No. 1329 of August 7, 1944, that the
Turkish Consulates in Budggest, Bucharest and Sofia are
issping an average of 40-50 visas per week to Jews who are
seeking refuge in other countries, that is -7 visas a day,
while hundreds of thousands of Jews are threatened with
desth). Before the time of grace elapses and the situztion
< mes more aggravated the present pause should be used for
e. As the Hungarien propossls for rescue were not
itely accepted new threats were made, as well as the
us proposal to barter human beings against gocds.

Hungary officially proposed to the Internationsl Red
s not to deport any Jews, and to grant them the permission
emigrate, if they could gst Palestine-Certificates. In
greatest danger for the Europesn remasinder of Isrzel
ritish Héndator{miow remains silent and becomes thersby
sated in the crime, |The mandste for the establishment
 Jewish Netional Home and the protection of the right of
ng of the Jewish people in the world has been sapported
‘the United States. It is entrusted to England. England
4 have declzred immedistely that the Jewish Nstional
would, in sgreement with its purpose, protect all Jews
ut exception, With this all persecutions would have
s stopped and the claim for a home by the Jews, who cznnot
~ fipd a small place on this earth to live, would have been
.~ guaranteed. The silence wiich the Mandatory Fower bas se¢ far
- kept represents, however, an immense threat to the life of

- the Jews, and this not only for the Hung=risn Jews, who for

.~ the moment are spared, but in general for all Jewish people
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in 81l states of oppression, and this in the most
eritical hour of the Jewish people. England
demonstrates thereby not only to Hungary, but also to
the Third Reich and all countries where Jews are
persecuted, that it is not willing to grent them a
place to live, not in the whole wide world, nor within
the democratic states, nor even within the National
Home of the Jews. It does not really intend to give
the Jews sn asylum, and it merely protests verbally
against their persecution in the Fageist states
without willingness, however, to accept the threatened
Jews. Hungary has declared its readiness to permit
the emigration of Jewish children under 10 years, if
they are permitted to go somewhere else., In the vast
unpopuleted countries like, for instance, Agstralia,
North Africa,et cetera,no voice was heard in favor of
their acceptance. Is it not enough, that already on
May 15, 1944, 260 railway cars crammed full of Jewish
children of 2-8 years of age left Hungary for the
extermination camp of Auschwitz? Measures asimed at
rescuing the children without their parents would,
however, work out to be only a provisional and half-
solved solution for a minority. The general rescue of
all Jews on a productive and definitive basis would,
however, only be possible by virtue of an immediate
general declaration, that the Jewish National Home
will accept all of them. Otherwise the Mandatory FPower
becomes implicated in the bloodshed, especially as
there are indications of new pogroms. It would mean
mockery of the Jewish martyrdom and of the assassination
of 4 million Jews, a part of whom could have been
rescued, if the Mandatory Fower had not prevented the
immigration of the Jews to their home country years ago.
The Third Reich is officially waging wer against the
Jews snd it has in a most inhumen way realized its
brutal threats of extermination of babies, women and
0 aged people. The Jews are making very large sacrifices,
both of blood and property, on the side of the Allies.
There are more than one million Jewish soldiers in the
Allied armies. If after all these blood sacrifices, the
remainder of Israel in Europe should not be protected
and accepted by the Jewish National Home, this will be
the heaviest blow of the Allied Mandatory Power against
the 1ife of the Jewish people, which would be in-
compatible with the democratic principles of justice,
liberty and the Atlantic Charter. The Mandatory Fower
at present demonstrates to the persecutors that the
Jews have no home, no right to live.

ey

The Red Cross also submits its suggesticns to
Washington. The United States have always supported the
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and Red Cross ships could then transport them to Palestine.

7

Americen intervention in Demoecratic England will surely
meet understandinge The humanitarians of the United
States, headed by their great Fresident, have already
many tImas promoted the victory of justice. The un-
paralleled extirpation of innocent people has been made
possible only because the Jewish nation has no home and
no right. As soon as the right of living of the Jewilsh
people as an allied nation will be recognized by the
Allies, the inhuman extirpation of these people will

no longer be possible, If all Jews of Hungary and the
other gndangered German-controlled territories are
immediately and generally issued certificates, or
possibly Palestine passports, and if this problem is
being generally solved, the lives of all Jews will be
protected. With the aid cf the International Red Cross
and the neutral countries, sych as Sweden, offices
could be opened for the realization of these measures
in Budapest, Bucharest and other cities, and equally for
the surviving Jews already deported to German camps.
Red Cross trains could bring these Jews to the coast,
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National Home and generously established a committee o
for the rescue of the persecuted. The Jewish people
are basing their confidence in the Government of the &
United States, hoping that it will make free immigration e
of the Jews to Palestine possible. In view of the fact, :
thet protests sgaeinst the Fascist Government of a T
Eungery under German pressure have been successful, an R
2
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The emigration could be organized with temporary
collecting stations, so that in these intermediary
stations - neutral countries - a large number of refugees
could be temporarily admitted, provided their further
emigration to Palestine would be guaranteed. Hungary's
promise should simultaneously be kept in mind, and sharp
Teprisals, as well as consequences in the peace terms,
should be threatened, in case Hungary should break its
word, Other countries, such as Germany, Rumania, et n
cetera, could be requested to submit the same plan or

that suggested by Hungary. Only by such broad-minded

measures can the remainder of Israel in Europe still be

saved, provided the intention of rescue is serious. Any
narrow-minded measures are useless. Soon, however, it

will be too late, as prior to its collapse the Third

Reich in its "furor teutonicus" could assassinate

‘the rest. The Jewish people place their confidence in the
Government of the United States which can bring them help.
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Sehr geshiter Herx,

{8
wir gestatien uns, Ihhen in der Beilage von einem Schreibs B e N
Kenntnis zu geben, das wir an das Internationzle Komitee k. %E
- : =
vom Hoten Kreuz gerichtet heben. TEkr hoffen gern, dess es [ ok
den Bemiihungen des Hoten Kreuzes gelingen wird, noch mﬁglichs‘i A
viele Menschen vor dem Untergang zu retten. 5 ' ;§
Wir wellen nicht versiumen, suech Ihren fiir Ikhre stete Hilfs- \ '{:
bereitecheft, die Sie auch bei dem Vorgehen gegen die Ga- { .
schehnisse in Ungarn bewiesen heben, uescren tiefinnigen ¥
Dank zum Ausdruck zu bringen. ES
11it vorziiglichexr BHochachtung E:
RABETIEHVERBAND DiER 3CHWEIZ :
4 — \
i 48
Habbifer in Zirick. DIHRabbiner in St.Gallen
( Cnelbony w AL A
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Prisidant: Rabbiner 5. Brom
Luzern, S3listralye 33

7l oo O St. Gellen, 15. August 1944.

Kassier:  Rabbiner Dr. E. Messinger
Bern, Sulgenbachsirake 20

Postchadkkono des Rabbinerverbandet: Ii] 3408 sEss==s========

An dass Internationale Comité vom Roten Kreuz
letropole
Geneve.

Sehr geehrte Herren,

wir mbchten nicht versiéumen, Ihnen fir die Einledung zu der
8itzung vom 10.ds. ,an der unser Verbasnd durch den Hechtsun-
terzeichneten vertreten war, bestens zu danken. Aus dem Mund
der sehr geehrten Herren Trcfessoren Huber und Burckhardt
durften wir vernehmen, dess alles getan werden soll, was in
den Kraften des Foten Kreuzes steht, um des den Gliedern des
jidischen Volkes angetane Unrecht zu mildern. Millionen unse-

unsere Gemeinschaeft i1st in Europae in noch nie dagewesener
.~ Teise dezimiert worden.

' In dlesem furchtberen Geschehen haben Sie, zuletzt snlisslich
"' ' ‘ger Vorgnge in Ungarn, die Stimme der lenschlichkell erhoben
und wir danken fE%enFTﬁr Ihre Demarchen. Wir bitten Sie jJe-
doch gleichzeitig, wechsem darauf zu achten, dass die Ihrer
Institution gegebenen Zusagen auch genau eingehalten werden,
da nur Ihre Institution die Mdglichkeit hat, als Hiterin des
moralischen Venschenrechtes die Interesseqder in Todesgefahr
schwebenden Menscheng unehmen. Wie der Hechtsunterzeich-
nete an der erwﬂhntgggﬁﬁéguhrte, erblickt die Velt, soweilt
gie humenitér gesinnt ist, im Roten KEreuz eine hohe morali-
.~ sche Instanz, von der sie erwartet, dass sie {iberall gegen
ungerechte Verfolgung auftritt. Noch sind Deportierte zu ret-
ten, noch sind Lagerinsassen und Ghettobewohner zu betreuen,
noch kénnen Kinder zur Auswenderung gebracht werden, Erwach-
sene evakulert werden. Fir all diese Aufgaben vertrauen wir
auf Ihre Arbeit, die im Nemen der Menschlichkeit geleistet
wird. Sollten unsere schwachen Krifte Ihnen Hilfe leisten
kénnen, stehen wir Ihnen gern zur Verfiigung.

:
Wir danken Thnen nochmals fir alles, was Sie bisher geleistet

haben und zeichnen
mit vorziiglicher Hochachtung
! &, D DER :’_,:-'. W1

imAln‘bb ! 1n zu’iﬂ S R.b .
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Zilrich, den 15.8.44

Mr, Roswell MeClelland
c/o Legation of the USA

Elfenstrasse 6
Q;\ Bern

Lieber Mister McClelland, 6///
| Ich hatte Gelegenheit, mich iiber Herrn Ingl/ Kastner, Budapest

). zu erkundigen, Derselbe kommt von der ungarischen Freihafengesell-
- schaft und ist ein Verwandter des ungarischen Aussenministers
Kanya., Er soll mit dem deutschen Geszndten Vesenmayer auf sehr
freundschaftlichem Fuss stehen und gilt in deutschen Kreisen als
seribs. Die Interkommerz A,-G. wurde als Verkaufsgesellschaft
f1ir den ungariechen Besltz an Jugoslavische Blei- und Erzvor-
kommen gegriindet und hat sich sp¥ter auch mit dem Benzin- und
Oelgeschift befasst, Es sollen erste ungarische Banken hinter
dleser Gesellschaft stehen, (Pester ung. Kommerzialbank und ung,
Escompte und Wechslerbank). Die Gesellschaft befasst sich heute
- auch mit verschiedenen Handelsgesch#ften anderer Art,

I%Lh'."" -It‘
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by Odry let ein Vermittler und soll insbesondere fiir die italle-
sehen Flatwerke in Ungarn und in der Slovakel gearbeltet haben.
‘Genannte gllt als weniger serids,

Schranz in Bratislava ist Volksdeutscher, slovakisch Stazts-
'ger, gehdrt zu oblgem Interessenkreis, wird jedoch peght zwei-
elhaft beurteilt, Wenn eine Transaktion von Herrn Ing astner
oder der Interkommerz (Intercommerce) A.-G. kommt, besfeht die Msg-
lichkeit der Durchfithrbarkeit. Bel den andern Personen musz dles
8tark bezweifelt werden.

err Link ist meinen Gewilhrsleuten nicht bekannt, iﬂ

2 Einreise Dr, Spitzy ist bewilligt und telegrafisch nach Wien &
gangen. Ich erwarte ihn flir Anfang nHchster Woche, =

4 : Mit den herzlichsten Grilssen
bin iech Ihr
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OF THE i
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
* 161944 \_~/ AMERICAN CONSULATE GENERAL -
Zirich, Switzerland, August 15, 1944, :
T s '
1
The Honorable S 4
Leland Harrison, o~ g
American Minister, i N
Bern. =R

Sir: %1

I have the honor to refer to Mr. Reagan's letter 2 J)
marked "Secret" dated August 10, 1944, wherein he inquires -
whether Mr. Alfred Schaeffer, General Manager of the Union
Bank of Swltzerland, Ziirich, is a suitable person to be
contacted for the purpose of conducting certain matters of
& very confidential nature. He states that, as he recalls,
Mr., Altaffer knows Mr. Schaeffer and may, therefore, be
able to assist in determining whether the latter is suit-
able for the work in mind.

Mr. Schaeffer is known to the Consulate General from .
{ contact with him several years ago in a matter of interest
& to the Department. As far as can be determined here, he
= 18 a man of good repute and is cooperative where Allied ine
terests are concerned. The Union Bank of Switzerland is
not as well known to this office, neither has it been as
cooperative, as several of the other big banks, however, it
is believed that all of them, without exception, are en-
gaged in activities from time to time which do not coincide
with our interests. The best that can be said for them is
that several of them have members of their staffs who are
very friendly to, and cooperative with, the Allied Cause.
It is believed that these men are picked for their ability
to maintain contact with the Allied countries, while other
members in the past have been picked in the same manner to
maintein contact with Axis countries.

Having the foregoing in mind, therefore, I would say
that eny responsible bank director in Ziirich, if he were
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asked to conduct certain matters of a very econfidential IS 5
nature for our Government, would most pProbably make this jga o,

fact known to his Government and to the other directors of
bis bank. Mr, Walter Fessler, who has an American wife,
and who is a Director of the Crédit Suisse, has always
been very helpful and cooperative and could probably be A
trusted as far as any loeal bank director in Ziirichto CETrTy 4
out a confidential mission for us. The same mey be said 3
of Mr. Ernst T. Hoch, Director of the Schweizerischer Bank- 3
verein. Mr. Jules Egli, Manager of the American Express 3
Company, is likewise a very trustworthy persom who, it is :
believed, could well be entrusted with work for us, and he :
has this additional interest that his is an American firm. :

Trusting that the foregoing observations may prove of J
value to you, I am

Respectfully yours,

am E. Woods

American Consul General
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Ziirich, den 16. August 1944

Stefan Zisenberg
Zilrich,6.
Hofwiesenstr.77 3
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Herrn ___1

g Pkl

R T & s Bl et o T

i Resswell McClelland E
Fliichtlingsoffizier .
! Genf 3 :
I 'y \
F 52
} 3 =
B (¢
Sehr geehrter Herr, =
wir danken Ihnen aufrichtig fiir g @
Ihren Brief vom 14. ds. und fiir das, darin enthaltene &
geld. Auch wir sind uns dariiber im Klaren, dass unter den g S
obwaltenden Verhdltnissen kein Einreisevisum eine sichere &

Garantie gegen Verschleppung bieten kann. Umso mehr miissen
wir Ihnen dankbar sein, dass Sie uns das Geld trotzdem
zu dem Zweck zur Verfiigung gestellt haben. Wir hoffen zu-
versichtlich, dass die zusemmengefassten Bemiihungen, um
das Leben der noch in Ungarn weilenden Juden zu retten,
vielleicht doch noch ihr Ziel erreichen werden.

Mit bestem Dank und

TV

TN YPIRUY

e ALY N

vorziiglicher Hochachiung

im Namen des ZURCHEE UNGARISCHEN VEREINS:

Prisident

RBeilage: Empfangschein iiber Fr. 600 ,-




Authorities are 4 posed 1 he neutrzl countrie

an assurance that al Jewish refugee: Bl r terri r
nay be evacuated as on & ssible t ther countr
which are ready to receiwv hem, r whet he the woz

"eare" refers solely the reli which t}
will require.

Thanking

: :
I am, my dear Mr., Mi

His Excellency
Mr. leland Harr

dT L L
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~ TELEGRAM RECEIVED

R
From: Department Date: Auguet 17, 9 p.m., 1944
No: 2836
R Code: W Received: Auguet 18, 9 a.m.

PARAPHRASE (:::)

WRB No. 126. We suggest transmission to Intercross
 of the following message, signed Jacob Rosenheim,
.. President of Agudas Israel World ofga.n'izatlon.
| : Jewish Telegraph Agency reports from Bern indicate
X ?Bv-'uportutinns from Hungﬁr-y, accord-ing to reliable
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AIDE MEMOIRE 1i.S.UNGARN
) [EAsETL By Heabaliy, Hdatice
i % actrte el w gzlkmm;
Qs Sutsé ,Hg?_ Lty
TELEGRAM SENT  “th/ul &
| To:  Depertment {fe\ Date: August 17, 7 p. m., 1944,

L
o o 5343
Code : - Charged to:

Paraphrase

| 1 For WRB from McClelland with reference to the
Department's 2603 of July 28,

°0+8

During the past few months, 4+ have received
regular reports (the most recent is dated July 28
from Budapest) regarding the underground rescue work
that 1s being carried on intensively by the Jewish
Hechaluz organization working out of Bratislava,

s B Bucharest and Budapest, in particular. In early
177 PR July I contributed 100,000 Swiss francs from WRB
X : funds and a similar amount on August 10 to this
1 B : ogram which, although an expensive mode of rescue
from 1,000 to 2,000 Swiss francs to evacuate one
person), has yielded satisfactorily positive results.,
This money has gone to Slovakia, Rumania and Hungary,
Hechaluz has utilized to the utmost the uneasy
breathing spell in Hungary since the suspension of
deportations on July 9th by taking advantage of the
willingness of certain Hungarian officials (soldiers
and non-commissioned officers, for example, in Army
units along the Hungro-Rumanian frontier) to assist
~ with the flight of Jews who are imperilled. A Buch-
~ arest report dated July 20 places at 1,650 the number
already evacuated to Rumania, with 210 waiting in
- the Arad region to cross the border. Points of relay
have been set up on either side of the frontier at
rad and Temesvar, Brasso and Segesvar, and a regular
i&gison is maintained between these towns, Bucharest
and Budapest. All categories of endangered Jews have
een aided to flee, including orphaned children and
particularly those who have escaped from ghetti,
‘gpiaons and military forced labor battalions in
~ Hungarian provinces. Funds are used to pay transporta-
tion, maintenance, false papers, "passeurs," administra-
tive personnel and to obtain the collaboration of minor

AUVONNH NI SMIL

Rumanian

DECLASSIFIED
State Depl. Letter, 1-11.78

By R. H. Parks Date OB 6.0 1978 :

=

o
k
- =/

I

BALS P




AIDE MEMOIRE i.5.UNGARN \AZ—2/

b ) 5343
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Rumanian and Hungarian officials, According to all
reports received, the Rumanians seem to be making no
difficulties, If you approve, I will continue to
support this program as long as it produces results
and as long as the fate of Jews in Hungary is
uncertain,

Also being promoted is the flight of smaller
groups (especially of those who had been there

viousl ? to Slovakia, where the situation is
ess critical,
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BERN 1d Wight believes Schaeffer would be an excellent and a$
' : !’i}iﬁbl& contact for Mr, ﬂﬁﬁle_l_]_.'ajnd to have. 'We also

3
//ﬁ"ig‘h’ly reenmhﬁ one other director at Bankgesellschaft, %
/ Zurich -- Hans Mueller.

4
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August, 17, 1944:
®

Deay Dr, Grimm:

Meny thenks for,the information contained in your
letter of Mugust 15th, and,.for the trouble to which you
have gone to get it for me,

I should very mmech appreecjate it if you would let
me Imow, on the ocecasion of Ir, S's returm to Swit-
zerland, whether he has any suggestions or information
which might be of value to the Legatjon in our effort
t0 assist in the Hungsrien situation,

I may quite possibly be in Zirich during the
latter pert of the coming week (possibly Thursday)

and if so shall take the liberty of ringing you wup
before 1 come,

Meanwhile, with kind regards, I am

Sincerely yours,

-

Roswel). D, MeClelland
Special Assistant to
RDM, mb the American Minister

Dr. Baxrt Grimm
Hotel Bellerive;
Utoquai, ZURICH,
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Bern, August 18, 1944.

Dear Ir. de Schwarzenberg!

In answer to your letter of the llth of August, which

was presented to me last Monday in Mr. Bachmann's Office,

I can only state that the Federal Political Department trans-
mitted to the Legation on August 2nd the request of the

German Legation in Budapest as to how many Hungarian Jewish
emigrants the United States was willing to receive. This
request was forwarded to the Department of State on Augnst 2nd.
At the date of writing this letter we have received no

specific answer to this inquiry. As far as the desire of

the Hungarian Govermment to know how many of its Jewish
netionals the United States Govermment would be willing

to admit to our country, I refer you to our Minister's letterx
of August 11th, addressed to the President of the International
Committee of the Red Cross.

For the confidential information of the International
Committee of the Red Cross, I may state that the assurance

of our Government that all Jewish refugees from Hungary
accepted in Switzerland would be evacuated as promptly as
possible to the territory of the United FNations was given
to the Swiss Government on August 4th.

Sincerely yours,

Roswell D. McClelland,
Special Assistant to
the American Minister.

Dr. J. de Schwarzenberg,

Intemational Committee of the Red Cross,
Hotel Metropole,
Geneva.




el Loy OO

2 £5 P o1 BENE

s

RMCC/imp




.

-
5\

Mmce Pmna W WMoY =2

185 V1II. 44 v \ : | A,A

A
AIDE MEMOIRE i.5.UNGARN (ARBA) a
;’]g -%J,.prl_,y?l'f:ﬂ-r.-r,' 14)_;_.“1 %{dﬁl‘—v .
Sqﬂ] S “.P,ri;..»‘s‘g wifed &

I .Grundregel fr &.M:
Sich unter keinen Umst&nden

dazu vegleiten zo lassen,einen
Vorschleg zu machen,so lange die ARBA nicht gedussert

haben, was sie wollen.

I1. Nachweis der Yo 1l 1 macht

In wessen Auftrag kommenndie Ungarnj in wessen Auftrag

durch AREA

kommen die Deutschen.Nachweis lhrer Verhandlungsfihigkeit

It ;ﬁ:‘k

III. Was schlagen die Konferenzteilnehmer(AABA) voxr?

bezw.Vollmaeht.
5.M. hat ebenfalls eine Vollmacht.

Weag foxrdern gle?

1) Wenn sie Giiter fordern, so muss zum Voraus gesaght werden,
dass S.M.nicht in der Lage ist,heute irgend welche Zusagen
zu machen, da die Lieferung von Giitern irgend welcher Art
nach den gessmten internationalen Verpflichtungen dex
Sohweiz ohne Zustimmung von Behirden nicht moglich ist.

Das heisst nicht, dass nicht verhendelt werden kann.

2.)Wenn eine ®ransaktion vorgeschlagen wird.nach welchey auf
Deportationen oder andere Handlungen der Dtsch.od.Ungarn
gegen Leistungen oder Zahlungen verzichtet werden soll,so
muss dafiir eine form gefunden werden, die die Transaktion
nicht zum Vorsus nach schweiz.Gesetzen als ungittliche uwnd
widerrechtliche chqraktersié&rt.(OR Art. 20
Ein Vertrsg, welcher unter Druck oder Zwang elngegangen
wird,kann einseitig d.h.seitens desjenigen,der unter
Druek stand,als gilltig anerkannt werden; ein absolut unsikEtt -
licher Vertrag ist n i ¢ h t 1 g ; daher muss dar auf gesehen
werden, dass Leistungen ausgetauscht werden,die in irgend
einer Art @ ng-i n g i g sind. E&

IV.Forderungen der Gegenpartei.

4 Was wird effektiv verlangt?

5, Wenn sollen diemleitungen vorgenommen werden ?

Wie viel suf einmsl, 1in Raten?

6.Wo soll geleistet werden?
Lissabon,Schweiz,Ungarn,USh (ev.nach dem Kriege),wo sonst?

7.Wie soll geleistet werden(Modalitit).

Falls in der Schweiz, an einen Treuhiinder?
Fallg in Ungarn,in welcher form? Dollers,nach dex Kriege,
jetzt? S.fre. ? Pengos? Ev.wie sonst?
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k& ) orbehalt.

1'§; a) Y. ¥.5.M, kaenn sich zum Begehren bezw.den Offerten der ARBA
nicht dussern, ehe er mit geinen Preunden™gesprdéchen Mo !

p) hat,die die Trensaktion(en) finanziermen miissen.
Falls Kggtner da ist

{MEr stellt das #rsuchen,eine Besprechung mit Herrn
Kasztner vorzuammhmmen ,den er bisher nur aus der Korrespon-
denz bezw. einigen Telephongesprichen(?) kennt,und dessen |
Auffsssung von der Sachlage er gerne kennen wiirde. -
S,M, Xann gwar erkliren, dass er selbstverstind-

lich im Grundsitzlichen geine #uffassung mit seinen Freun -
den featgedtgt hat; dass er aber mit Herrn Kastner, der
die Nichstbeteiligten vetritt, gerne sprechen wiirde,
fallse dies Herrn Kastner selber recht =x ist.

Note ¥ :es wire denkbar, dass Kasgtner ver-
zichtet; er mag Angst haben,denn er ist tat-
siichlich am Niéchsten betelligt weil er die

"Vergeltung" fiir ein liaslingen des Beute-

zugs zu erwarten hitte, M dsirs MWC«,
verden, .
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V1, Vorliufige Erkundi :

Un sich ein ¥ild mechen zu kdnnen,mBchte S.M, die ARBA
anfragen, wie e mit den Personen steht,welche zu den
bereits_gugestandenen V i g e n gehdren wiirden:

Spenigehes Yisum 1500 Personen ,sind diese ausgesondert,

. ist das Visum bekannt? Werden diese Per-
sonen ohne weiteres ziehen gelassen, wenn
die Reise finanziert wird.

500 Personen, sind disge ausgesondert,
ist das Visum bekannt.Werden sie ziehen

spd PR W

gelassen,wenn die Reise finanziert ist. - F-?
: 170 gpanische Juden, Werden diese R ﬁq
=
frei gegeben.Sind sie ausgesondert? N
Wo sind sie. i
von 500 Personen Was kann iber diesen ﬁ;
“a—l‘
e

&rnnaport gesagt werden.Sind gie ein Teil
der s.Zt.nach Pergen Belsen(?)instradierten?
Gehen Sie also von den 1691 Personen ab,die
avisiert wurdnn,odur igt es eine geparater
Transport? Genfue gngahon erbeten,Es ist ~fPA ¢
such dem I.R.K. bereits von diesen Perso- P-Sy.&
nen ;.lprnqpnn worden.
591 Per; qugcn-noleson
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Transportvon 10 000 Personan nach W 1 e n (Stra:ahot)f ”Qyui;ﬁvv r\
: VII, VERWANDTE : Sind ARBA bereit,diejenigen Sequestrierten,

die Verwandte in der Schweiz heben, ohne weitern Bedingungen,

2le die Finsnzierung der Zinreise,nach der Schweiz rei-

sen zu lessen? (Also nicht zu verkaufen?). E%
b

3

&

1 %i

ViiI.Wze beabeiochtigen ARBA bezw,ihre Auftraggeber hias
gsichtlich der grossen Mgase der ungarischen bezw.dort
gsequegtrierfen Personen(Juden) zu tun ?

Diese Frage kann genz unabhiingig von jeder
HGWH& geschéftlichen Transaktion gestellt werden;

f ¥ die Hff.der Arba sind nicht feinfiihlig genug,

fﬁ R iy demdmrch allzo verletzt zu fithlen,und
wenn sie nicht antwortn sollten y80 weiss man
ohne weiteres, woran msn igt.Dann wollen sie ein-
fach eine Angzahl von transitierenden Yuden
gegen finanziellem Leistungen verkzsufen,statt
andersW®e darilber zu disponieren.

1x. Wie stellen sich ARBA gzur Auswanderung nedh Palistina?

Wird diese unter allen Ymstinden unterstiitat,

R Fonlls bwzw. gestattet und wird der Transit durch
| Kﬁ”ﬁ’ .2 ?L die ®achberléinder nicht vereitelt?cDa gilt

besonders von denjenigen,die Inhaber von Erez
Israel Zertifiketen =ind.

Zweite Verhandl
: S.M. misste denn mit seinen Freunden verhandeln.
u Was mit den ARBA GLSCHIEHT,ist aus den Notizen nicht er-
! siehtlich.Jedenfalls diirfte dafiir gesorgt werden, dass die-
h Belben keine Freiziigigkeit in der Schweiz haben? MR me !

wpd SR U W

e p a) Unter der Voraussetzung, dass S.M, g
' mit N,Sch.,und nach den briefl,Ausfihrungen mit M.V, &
der Auffapsung ist, daes ein einfacher Menschenhandel, <
fﬂ Rioksichtnahme auf die in Ungarn verbleibenden
Jeden,n 1 ¢ h durchgefiihrt werden goll,oder, dass
ndestens suf die eventuell bereits in Reichweite
idlichen 50V beschrinkt werden sollte, um diese
schlwhterdings in den Tod gehen zu lassen(ibri-
n @egenstand, der ohne weiteres zur Gattung Kriegs-
*hen gehtren wiirde, obwohl es nicht unsere Sache ist,
estzustellen),min ist nur der Bezug eines festen
tes miglich: Bg wird vy er 1 an g t, dass dle
igtionen sufhbren und dass fir die in allen :
befindlichen (deutschen und ungarischen)Juden
‘8ls nbgiich gesorgt werden konne,Immerhin wire
akbar, dess 8sug tektischen Grinden
.~ e8) zuewet die ¥rage der 500 in der
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@L der Yrenze befindlichen Personen behandelt werden, ja,

o falls diese frage akut wiire,auch sofort als die brennende
§ erledigt werden kbnnte.

Stkandunkt stellen, dass die in Ungar n und
eventuell noch in deutschen und sausléndischen Lagern
befindlichen Juden der £ o n t r o1 1 e des I.R.K,
B unterstellt werden,und dass fir dieselben aue jiidischen
: und sokhen Mitteln,die ev.zur Verfligung stehen, gesorgt
werden kinne, )
b) Eseoll einSchutzkomitee ;
gegriindet werden, welches aus Vertreten neutralen
Linder(Schweiz ySchweden,Spanien,Portugel )zusammen— ;;_\“
gesetzt wire,
4 E ¢)Bs soll eine jtid.Adresse in Bpdapest auf- r&
il gegeben werden,mit der sich 5,M, in Verbindung setzen
kann,und die freie Korrespondenz(im Rahmen der iiblichen
Zensur ,womdglich mit Prifemenz ) haben soll.
d)Des Pelostinaant in Budapest)?) soll anerkannt
werden. siehe g)
d) Transporte nach Erez Igrael sind zu gestatten,
zu beginstigen.Werden offiziell begleitet. Von ? JAX

A

oy

X

i’ Auf  jeden Fell wiirde sich also S.M. suf den %
o

Q

%

i

e) Die Dlovakel ist in dem Zustande,soweites :

die jidische Situation anbetrifft, zu belassen ,in dem
sle sich vorfindet,soweit aber Lager etc.bestehen,sind
auch diese der Xontrolle des I.R.K.zu unterstellen. ;
£)Verwandte von Ungarn(Juden) dé€ in der Schweiz s X
wohnen,sénd ohne weiteres nach der Schweiz reisen zu,lassen, r’l-
falls dh.sobald sie ¥Yiga erhalten, 3
e g)Zertifikatsinhaber fir Paléstina zu beglinstigey, B <
ﬂ;; 8. d) Es ist die mgg lichkeit zu ertffnen,simtliche ' E‘
i 8

i

A _.5427;. h "
2 SR W

in Deutechlend,Belsen “ergen,Thersienstadt yBirkenau,
}{%nhluinn. su.uhgf,hldaeo,Rosenau.Zarphat. Westerbork;
;'-'_‘%M{'ihnkroioh,nolgim ? D:ranoy,Italien,Zagrcb,Sotia.
ﬂmﬁ das International Rote Ircu/kontrollioroa

N laufend
i _i%m lassen.-Ees ist deflr zu sorgen, dass diese Lager unter

~ menschlichen Bedingungen weiter gefihrt werden.Dass Nahrungs-
3 ttel Medikamente etc,gesandt werden kfnnen und die ':
j*flﬂlﬂha“ erhalten, Aerztliche Behandlung,eventuell '
- durch Rotkreusiirzte,od. durch qualifizierte jud.Aerzte,

die frither in den betr.lindern titi
: ware -
en lassen. g i

=0
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XI. Besonders Linderflrsorge in Ungara,

XII._Regiefragen.
Stellung von Bshnmaterial.
i Transit Balken,

Sicherheit fur Sohiffe.

|

XIII. Yer trag od.Durchf thrung.

Es mues ein Vertrag abgeschlossen werden,

b Auf keinen Fall werden Zahlungen ohne Jede Garantie geleiste t
f dur eine Mthode Z u g um Z u g kann arbelten.
Sowelt es sich um Leistungen in ®eld handekt, kénnen solche {
nur hach gewissen Yrundsiitzen dann erfolgen,wenn wieder :
eine gewisse 4 ngzahl vorbestimnter,suf Listen gefilhrter,
nachgewlesener Personen die Bestimmungsorte erreicht,

Das gilt gunichst fur die ev,ersten 500, dann
fir weitere Transporte.

z:é;_-?v*ﬂﬂdg?’?"v WazNa >

e

Die “inzelheiten kinnen hier noch nicht
genau festgestelit werden.,

N | 18.VIII. 44 5.45
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- From: Department Pate:  August 18, 1944 A
o No.: CLRCULAR

| N
. ,'h" : Gods Received: August 19, 10.30 a.m.

{
.' CIRCULAR.
" Radio Bulletin of A:ut 17 contains the joint
declaration of the Eritish and United States Govern- A
ments in re to the offer of the Hungarian Yov- >
t the emigration of certain categories 0 -
« As you have done with previous : N
matters, kindly secure the 1 3
t ble dletri for this declaration. P 2 \
final offer of the Government of Hungary was .
1¢ in Switgzerland by the Intercross on July 18 Cor™
_ < |
ICRC in -~ ',
- Committee Z 'y
o ‘.-' m . \
the ICRC are .
are interned o <\
The Committee are | J)
R e ‘ |
yearas age are
tries and all y
to Paleatine '
les to leave {
Chn
-
S
— ¢
{g
» ,' |
R
: .
%
] :-‘—-‘_'r‘, < f "_- \
£, TR ) N !
. ; B b .*b._'::l!l.-'»'_—‘j.';f X o NILE . X
m and 8 Unived States emphasize that, in accepting the offer N
has been made, they do not in any way condone the action of the 3
lan Government in foroing the emigration of Jews as an alterna-
L0 pergecution and death. A AL ] ";
- <
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RADIO BULLETIN NO. 198 ; b L
Depariment of State. American Legation.
Washington, D.C. Beme, Suisse
August 17, 1944, August 18, 1944,

Note: This digest is compiled from press and other sources and is in no way an expression of official osinien

STATE DEPARTMENT. Following is reply made by Secretary to
Governor Dewey's statement to the press in
which he asserted that he was "deeply concerned" over proposals
advanced for the scheduled conference of the four powers in Washing-
ton Monday:

"Governor Dewey can rest assured that the fears which he ex-
pressed in his statement are utterly and completely unfounded. No
arrangement such as described by him, which would involve a military
alliance of the four major nations permanently to coerce the rest of
the world, 1s contemplated or has ever been contemplated by this
government, or, as far as we know, by any of the other governments.

In the Moscow Declaration, the four nations placed themselves on
record as advocating a 'general international organization, based on
the principle of sovereign equality of all peace-loving states and
open to membership of all such states, large and smaell, for the main-
tenance of international peace and security'; this statement was
embodied in the Connally Resolution passed in the United States Senate
by an overwhelming bipartisan vote of 85 - 5, The meeting at Dumbarton
Qaks 1s for the purpose of a discussion among the signatories of the
Moscow Dealaration as to the most feasible and desirable methods of
establishing the kind of organization envisaged in that declaration
and in the Senate resolution preliminary to similar discussion and
‘early conference among all the United Nations and other peace-loving
countries, large and small. Any reports to the contrary are absolute-
1y withou% foundation in fact™.

Secretary made following statement:

"The Honoreble William Phillips, who has been serving as political
adviser to General Eisenhower, has for several months been considering
relinguishing his present duties and returning to the United States
for urgent family reasons, In accepting this post, Mr Phillips origin-
ally expected to remain in London only during the period of planning
for military operations on the continent but his service has been so
sffective that he consented to stay on at the insistent request of
both the State Department and General Eisenhower., He feels, however,
that he can no longer postpone his return to this country and is con-
Sequently resigning to the great regret of all of us, His departure
from Supreme Headquarters of the Allied Expeditionary Forces will take

g ember", S s
i Department announced that the International Committee of the Red
Cross has communicated to the Governments of the United Kingdom and
the United States an offer of the Hungarian Government regarding the
emigration and treatment of Jews. Because of the desperate plight of
the Jews in Hungary and the overwhelming humanitarian considerations
involved the two governments are informing the Government of Hungary
"ough the International Committee of the Red Cross that, despite the
fleavy difficultics and recsponsibilities invelved, they have aocepted
the offer of the Hungarian Government for the release of Jews and will
- arrangements for the care of such Jews leaving Hungary who reach
1tral or United Nations territory, and also that they will find
gporary havens of refuge where such people may live in safety.
Otification of these assurances is being given to the governments of

al countries who are being requested to permit the entry of Jews
reach their frontiers from Hungary, The Governments of the United
om and the United States emphasize that, in acocepting the offer
‘has been made, they do not in any way condone the action of the
Governman‘f: in foreing the emigration of Jews as an alterna-
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> Bern, August 1944 .
~
vy dear Mr. President
ste referred to me your kind
t 4 (yowmz TFTQKLHCQ: G.59
him concerning the depart-
gary. In accordance wit ur
request the been pleased to t
to the Departn ate th ratitude
1ternational of the Hed Cross for
Department of atement which uI om-
nittee has be 2 t W 1
I H n
Wit reieren J ing I Ie
it A ¥: t AT ) tate
s st é ast 1 v
SeEn . Jec 1 12;-
t ani neement
With reg enu at ¥
p your letterx under aci en 3 1
assurance given by the States iment,
the Iegation can 1 at that paz he in-
I structions receivec 0 he Department of State
t¥o which you refe i Llows
"The Government t! Inite States iking
‘ into account t 1 litaria: nsiderations
involved as I Jews in Hu Y, NOwW
specifically repeats its assurance that ar-
(\‘ rangements will be made b or the ¢
of all Jews who in the ireu es
E are allowed leave \NgAar An¢ 10 a

wy

The Honorable
Max Hube:

Pri
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territory of the United Nations or neutral
|gountries, and that it will find for such
people temporary havens of refuge where
they may live in safety."

Please belleve me, my dear Mr. resid
the greatest respect,

Very sincerely
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LEBATION OF THE UNITED STATE

g

&

BERi)
B A
! Dear Mzt Huddle,
IVenclose enclose a copy of a telegram
/= which reached us during the night and on the

: OF AMERICA
1 [P puc 1s1om

? B -
o

e e— T

LEGATION OF THE UMITED STATES

d States of America,

receipt of which I telephoned to our Consulate
in Geneva asking them to make the necessary
communication to the International Red Cross.
I understand that this was done at about

11.5 p.m. yesterday.

I tried to ring you up at your hotel, but
there was no answer, so I spoke to Dale Maher
on the telephone and told him briefly what
we had been instructed to do.

Yours sincerely,

Bernea

15
BRITISH LEGATION, ;

1°0%8

AHVONNH-S AT




COPY OF TELEGRANM NO.2682 of 17th August

FROM : FOREIGN OFFICE
70 - : MR. NORTON

' His Majesty's Govermment are publishing following
declaration jointly with U.S. Government at midnight
to-night.

"The International Red Cross has communicated %o
covermments of U.S. and U.K. the offer made by
Hungarian Government with regard to immigration and
treatment of Jews. DBecause of desperate plight of
Jews in Hungary and overwhelming humanitarian
considerations involved, the two Governments are
informing Government of Hungary through International

Red Cross that despite heavy difficulties and responsi-
bﬂi‘bin involved, they have accepted offer of Hungarian
Govermment for release of Jews and will make arrangements |
for m of such Jews leaving Hungary who reach neutral

'."'-w mm Nations territory and also that they will
s temporary havens of refuge where such people may
,ﬁ in safety. Notification of these assurances is

' n to govermnments of neutral countries who are

¥

requested to permit entry of Jews who reach their
from Hungary. Governments of U.S. and U.K.
that in accepting the offer which has been
y do not in any way condone action of Hungarian
nt in forcing emigration of Jews as an
ive to persecution and death."
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R From: Department Date:August 19, 1944, 10 p.m % w Y
; CG-I . No: 2863 | g >
¢ i a et &
~ Code: ~ ~ Received: uugust 21, 8 a.m. e A
. % : £ e g
' PARAPHRASE | ...l B o )
L T Wy Tt Al s
WRB No. 130 for McClelland., (. " : =8
~ Reference is made to the Legation's 5040 of August 5
end to portion of Section 3 of that cable. \
' l. Similar information contained in a note of téhs Ok
. : @tiﬂn at Stockholm to the Swedish Forei

lally as follows: "In order that further
ty may be avoided, the right of super- 3
entative of the Hungarian Red Cross has '
mre ﬁepartees for labor service",

.

e Bansarian authorities a 4 Ak
"The Govermnment of

1
vyl a2 -
S, ‘.";f. 230
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED;";‘(L”,, hete:
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ailion ), sl Eilopy
Yahis, sout®
From: Department Date:August 19, 194 » 10 pom. g Taut
C No: 2863 oy
ok — Recedved: ,,pust 21, 8 a.m.
(s
PARAPHRASE : = - &
‘ 1.%1;:%2/“? | -

WRBE No. 130 for McClelland. | - _1

Reference is made tc the Legation's 5040 of August 5
end to portion of Section 3 of that cable.

1. Similar information contained in & note of the

i l@nsarian Legetion at Stockholm to the Swedish Foreign

e is substantially as follows: "In order that further
s of brutality may be avoided, the right of super-
by a representative of the Hungarian Red Cross has

Hungarian officials and the Hungarian Red
rd tc the immediate establishment of Red

ms Foreign Office shonld be requested
0 the eppropriate Hungarian suthorities &
tially as follows: "The Govermment of
tes refers again to the communication
ian Government (see your 5040 of August 5)
; the axplanaticin ragarding Jews from Hungary
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Copy to RDM
Copy in FA
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s ~ TELEGRAM SENT
To: Department Date: August 19, noon, 1944. S
X
o 5397 3
Code: - @ Charged to: 2,

Paraphrase

OF8

Al

Reference is made to the Department's 2836 of
A August 17,

(0 2

The above cable will be conveyed to Intercross
at once with the urgent request that the matter be
checked through channels of the Committee. During
the past ten days I have also received several
unconfirmed reports that the Gestapo, with the

[ collaboration of the German "Feldpolizei" has con-
k0 tinued to deport small groups of Hungarian Jews,
particularly from camps in the provinces. It is
not known how mény are involved., This appears to be
3 purely Germen action. I will attempt to secure
confirmation also,
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Geneva, August, 19th, 1944,

J: M Dear Dr. de Schwarzenberg:

Following up my telephone e¢all of yesterday I
wish to tran=smit %o you in writing the message which we
received on August, 18th, from the President of the
AGUDAE ISREAL WORLD ORGANIZATION, Jacob Rosenheim, Thic

Phis
comnunication came to us through the War Refugee Board
with the suggestion that it be transmitted to the Inter-
| national Committee of the Red Cross, The text is as

' followst

"Jewish Telegraph Ageney reporis from
Dern indicate that deportations from “ungary,
aceording to reliable letters of the last days
from that country, are continuing at night in
spite of Horthy's promises. This is causing
great anxiety in Jewish circles here, It

would be appreciated if you could ascertain
the facts,"

wped PR A

It has been my understanding that the Gestapo
has been continuing arreste and probable deportation of
certain Jews on an individual or amall group basis, even

[ in Budapest. I have no lmowledge, however, of deportations
| on a larger scale,

1 never heard of a correspondent of the Jewish
i felegraphic Agency in Bern; there is ome in ZHirich,
nevertheless,

Any information you might receive concerning
such deportations would interest me also,

Dr, J. de S, Very sincerely yours,
1,C.R,C,

Hotel Métropole, Roewell D, MeClelland
Geneva, Special Assistant to

the American Winiater
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For McClelland from the War Refugee Board. 63

| Reference is made to the Legation's telegram
No. 51987, of August 11, 1944, with regard to the x|
situation in Hungary.

The matters referred to in your telegram have
received full and careful consideration. The views
of the Board are set forth below for your information
and guidance:

1. While the Government of the United States
still intends to pursue all practicable means with a
view to 2elieving the desperate plight of the Jews in
Hungary, it cannot enter into or authorize ransom
%rnnsaetions of the nature indicated by the German
'ggthnrlties.
A %

2, If it is felt that a meeting between Saly

and the German authorities would result in

time, the Board has no objection to such a

. In the event that a meeting should take

, Saly Mayer should partidpate as a Swiss citizen
a leader of the Swiss Jewish community and not
at not) as a representative of any American
zation,

Biate Dept, kb |

By R H. Pirks

v i e s



- -

Legation,

Bern, August 21, 1944,

Dear Dr. Schaefer:

My friend and colleague, Mr. Roswell McClelland,
Special Assistant at the Legation, and particularly
charged with matters relating to refugees, has in hand
a4 matter which he would like to disouss with You, =and
hopes to call on you in Zurich some day this week,
either Thursday or Pr day, in case you are in your
office. Mr. McClelland will probably give you a
telephone call to ascertain when it might be convenient
for you to see him.

Paithfully yours,

Dr. A. Schaefer,
Director General,
Union Bank of Switzerlanad,
Ztrich.
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Bern, August

My dear Mr. President:

Please permit 21 to recent corre:
ence exchanged with | ymmittee regarding
treatment of Jews in Hungary. This matter has,

you are doubtless aware gen 1 subjeet of =
considerable exchange o orrespondence with
appropriate Swiss authorities.

-
0

The Iegatiocn is nos of ins
from the Department of te 1 he effeot th
gording to a note addressed by the Hungarian Ie
at Stockholm to the Swedish ] ffice, the
Hungarian authorities have g 8 repres
of the Hungarian Red Cross, in order that furth
charges of brutality may be avoided, the right
supervision to. future deportees for labor servi

Because of the issue involved, whioh is th
possible extermination of 400,000 Jews,whose de
portation is sald to have been already effected
the Department of State hus directed the Iegati

to suggest to you the urgency of getting in touch

with Hungarian officials and the Hungarian Red

with regard to the immediate establishment of
Cross supervision over all caips N“LC“ iu the

f)'

The Department of State adds that it awaits

with extraordinary interest an early reply
what action the Committee feels it can take.

Acoordingly the Legation would be most ap
olative if it might be informed in the premise

The Honorable
Max Huber,
President, International Committee
of the Red Cross,
fh;n.r_’va *
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Juden in der Schweiz eingeftzoiien s
Diess Tetanche an und flixr sich und ‘onn in dem ;

diess Nachricht gehalten ist, lassen darsufl gchliessen, dass wir EH
nicht einem gliicklichen Zufall gegenliber stehen, Fojiarn_fipcm 1i:
Prick der ‘euthlen }roqz“"ﬂd chine. Was dahinter steckt kann !f% f
mengels Kenntniﬂ "der niheren Umstinde noch nicht mit Sicherheit i;

?estgestiﬂit-WErdeﬂ. Bs ist mbglich, dues die Deutschen mi% dlesex

Alction Eﬁa\wbl tBefentlichkeit irre fithren mdchien. Ee ksnn auch

s#ain, auf diese Weise bel der grachreckten ungsrischen

sy

g durchsetzen zu kinnen, dags die suspe ndierten

wieder sufpenonmen werden. b
®s kinnen such noch andere Griinde dshinter stecken. :
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86 Wirkung hervorpgerufen wird, als diese Goeb j]
on bezweckt, aq
Wenn die Hintergrinde dieser mysteritsen Angelegen-

=t werden kinnen, wenn diese lemnschen zum Sprechen

Werden konnen, o werden Sie, sehr geehrter Iir. lic
‘wie bisher immer sicher den richtigen Weg finden,

Bees PBreignis in entsprechender Beleuchtung vor die

Sehkeit gebracht wird. Hierdurch wird nicht den

hiten, wondern Ilhrem guten Zweck gedient werdens

Immer #u Ihrer Diensten zeichne ich
mit vorziiglicher Hochachtungs
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WORLD JEWISH CONGRESS

TELEGRAM SENT

o
To Department Date: August 23, 7 p. m., 1944, &
(n\ No: 5519 >
{ &2 =
A ~ o ] -
Code — . _:_/} Charged to: o
L
; &
Paraphrase =
J"_
Your 2668, August 3. &
A preliminary investigation reveals that 5
Alfred Schaeffer is a reliable person to contact %
and that he is acceptable to the Legation, =
Unfortunately, he is absent from Ztirich on military rS
service until September 12th, but, if possible, I =
will try to see him sooner, -
From MeClelland for WRB. F
==
16
HARRISON =
[
=3
I=
==
oy

RDM:nf

Copy to RDM s
Jode

A g | I/ L]

o \ X
Aug. 24.1944

D




WORLD JeEwISH CONGRESS

TELEGRAM SENT

To Department Date August 23, 5 p. m., 1944.
No: 517
i’. .
Code - Charged to '
4 Paraphrase
q Reference is made to our 5197 of August 1l. g
On August 21 320 of the 500 Hungarian Jews ; &3
transferred to the camp of Bergen-Belsen, who were ]
to be released unconditionally by the Gestapo, 4
arrived in this country. 200 more are due to arrive %
August 22 or 23 in Switzerland. They appear to be O
a mixed group of both sexes, ranging in age from 2 _ o
to 82, from Koloszvar and Budapest chiefly. Among :
the 320 who have reached Switzerland are certain e,

Rabbis and other members of the original convoy
of 1200 (Your 2834 of August 17), which turned out
' in reality to be composed of 1690 persons.

The above is from McClelland for the
War Refugee Board.

RDM : nf
Copy to RDM

—
A

Cm

ok~ © A
Aug. 24,1944
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WORLD JewisH CONGRESS

TELEGRAM RECEIVED

tment Date: August 23, 9 p.m., 1944

e |
+

From: Depa

No.: 2899
Code: - Received: August 25, 8 a.m.

PARAPHRASE ¢l

]

Nop 137 from the War Refugee Board for McClelland.

formation which
to the Depart-

There is given below the substar
the American Embassy at San Salvador
ment of State on August 10, 1944:

"1l. The Minister for Foreign Affairs of El Salvador some
time ago requested the Govermment of Switzerland to assume the
representation of Salvador interests in Hungary and that the
Swiss have now definitely assumed such representation.

2. The following further statements were made by him:

\ (a) The Government of El Salvador has informed the Swiss

Government of the fact that passports and other documents
issued in the name of El Salvador to persons in Hungary subject
to persecution will be recognized and confirmed.

i

e

{(b) That the Hungarian Government is to be so informed:
also that it is expected that holders of such passports and
other documents will be accorded the treatment, rights,
immunities and privileges to which nationals of El Salvador
are entitled, and

(e) That the Foreign Minister is being given authorization
t0 negotiate for the exchange of such persons; that the United
! States, in the event that such negotiations take place, will
\ glve every preference to unquestioned nationals of E1 Salvador;
' ; that physical receipt of other persons will not be expected of
{
:

4 the Government of El Salvador, and that, in case exchanges take
place, such persons will be sent to their destinations.”
In view of your telegram No, 5233, of August 12, 1944,
we leave to your discretion the use to be made of the fore- |
going information. TR 7y
i J e LA R T HULL
nrm w ,
in triplicate seied |
eopy to A.I, !

CCLTN\\ Ay = F&
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED

=143
From: Department r,‘"—\.‘ Date: August 23, 10 p.m., 1244
k;)\‘ No.: 2900
Code: bt g Received: August 24, &
Cj:,
PARAPHRASE >
s
WRB No. 129. For McClelland. | = ez
=
Following, which ie being repeated to Embasey o
London, 1s 1n reference to Legation's 4604 July 19 =)
and 5040 August & =
b o]
1. In addition to taking the action 4 WaS =
requested in Department's 2715 August 7, yvou are ]
requested to express to the Swiss Foreign Office the [
Un;ted States Government's app iatio )
information which was given in you t
above. 80 that the Swies may be s S ‘hrTed of
Government's attitude, you may make available to
' appropriate Foreign Office offic*nlb the text of th
reply which this CGovernment made on August 11 to the
: International Red Croes Committee in accordance with
1 Department's 2715 and its 26567 August 2.
! While the United States Government has taken
note of the communication which was reported in Legatlon's
5040, it does not accept the reasoning theresin and it
‘ reserves the right to return later to purported fufrs
\ which are related in that telegram. ign Office shoul
1 be requested so to inform the HUﬂ rari authorities. L:eJ
| gshould, furthermore, be informed that assurances glven
: by the Hungarian Government are too limited in « LPLCuPP
to be satisfactory. The Government of the Urltﬁ1 Stat
therefore reiterates its public na"qiqh rliT all who share
in the responeibility for persecuting uews and other
minorities will be brought to justice. lease request
that they be informed likewise that the IutE rod rj ineludes
deportation of any category of Jews and that : 1ere must,
a8 a minimum, be extended to all categories of Jews
permission to emigrate freely and Red Cross supervision
of the trestment and living conditions nﬁqulej them.
2 4
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thﬁi 86 BAHMNHOFSTRASSE TELEPH. 33819 zORICH 1

w =

(No. 2900)
socope of

Harrow/approach suggested by London's 230 might
place in jJeopardy the broad program which is envisaged

above and in Department's 26567. Consequently, it is not
(repeat not) consldered advisable that your demarches be
limited to items covered in London's Mo. 230, that ia
the supply problem and chlldren under ten years.

However,
you are naturslly suthoriged to give the aassurance with
respect to avallablility through the bloeckade of supplies
for Hungarian refugees, in line with London's 230.

HULL

In quadruplicate

re
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From:

Code:

- !-_——_—_._-_‘
TELEGRAM RECEIVED
Department Date: August 23, 8 p.m., ;?:é

No.: 2908

_ Received: August 24, 3

WRB No. 140. For MeClelland.
The United States Government i@ warmly appreciative
of the Swiss Government's consent to afford temporary

=
fram
110

m

refuge to 8000 holders of Palestine certificate
Hungary in addition to the proposed asylum for children
and expectant mothers. You are requested so to inform
Mr. Pilet-Goleaz.

Please suggest informally to the Swiss authorities
that 1t would be helpful if a public statement of the
action of the 8wisse Government were issued, so that it
would be impossible for the Germans and Hungarians to

elaim that emigration is not feasible, and so as %o

give an example to other governmentse.
HULL

In duplicate

re N -
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Personal

Bern, August 23, 1944.

Dear Dr. Schaeffer:

Fellowing the letter of August 21st which my friend
and colleague, Nr. Dulles, kindly addressed %o you in my
behalf, I telephoned your office yeaterday afternoon and
learned that you were absent from Zurich on mili tary service
until September 12.

A8 I have a rather important matter which I wish to
discuss with you concermning Mr. Eugene Bogdanffy of Los
Angeles, California, I should much appreciate seeing you
at your earliest convenience. I am generally at the
American Legation at Bern (Elfenstrasse 6, telephone 30914)
from Tuesday afterncon to Priday evening of each week, then
in Geneva (7 rue des Chaudronniers, telephone 58061) over
the weekend and Mondays.

In the hope that I may soon have the pleasure of meeting
you, I am,

Sincerely yours,

Roswell D. McClelland,
Special Assistant to
the American Minister.

Dr. Alfred Schaeffer,
General Manager,
Union Bank of Switgerland,
Zurich.

EDN/m jb

(Enveélope addressed to P:
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August 23rd.1944 86 BAHNHOPFSTRASSE / TELEPH. 33819 , zZORICH 1
.'-;jl.j’-.‘.. -ir' LA :q‘ff & 1(\:.‘ : &
» = L.f [ "I'H’! o, f"h—‘L "" !;"
lir .S8aky Mayer ¢ .
Q .
8t Gall. ALG 24 laa Re: Hungary etoc.
- ~ i

Dear Sir, -

Tou to0ld me that Nr.Kesstner had informed you that

the "aide-mémoire" which you had submitted to him
did not contain what wae 4ha akias » - -

This is a dwort report on the conversation
we had yesterday, when you explesined to me how things
gtand with the Jews at bay in Hungary and with
those who are actually on the way,in Germeny and elmse -
where.

Although I want to make a few paragraphs
in order to bring the narrative into some form, yet +they
will not show any logicel conception or arrangement, they

are only to put matters into a certain sequence .

1. You handed me some papers in the morning,
and I read them, but it would be impossible for me
to distinguish +the contents clearky. I had not time
enough to take notes,as you know.

The papers were partly written by Mr.Kasztner,
one of them, the chief one, being a report by him o one
of the S5 or Gestapo pedple, whom he wants to defer
further deportetion,by offering to him goods in other
countries, The gist of thaet letter is that the Jewp
in Hungary are, whatever be done or left undone,always
in the power of the German forces,snd therefore are al-
waye a sort of pawn or pledge of the Yermans, and that
they will always have a chance of murdering them,if the
businegs by which they shall be liberated or partly liber-
ated, does not come off,

If the position of the writer were not s
despemra® one, one might be inclined to call the letter
rather bad literature, but any one who cen see the posithon
of the man who wrote that,will a so understand that he
knew he had to do with people without any kind of human
feeling; or perhaps,what mey be possible, to the hench-
men of such people, who,themselves are in no enviable
position,unless they are upright men..

The papers then conatin a great number &f
goods_ which have already been proposed for delivery,
when,I cannot remember.(I had reserved myself a second
reading of the papers,and presumed matters would be
gleared up in the meantime, but omr further conversations
went in a slightlyndifferent direction.I remember you
telling me thet +those proposals werd no longer "actulal"

(aktuell) but that what the Germans were after, were
tractor s.8till,I remember thet there were sheeps'
sking and quite a2 number of other goods, textile and
other ones, and that there wes & relation as to gold,jewellery, N
watches,and what not,had alreedy been delivered,further
shares and stock.I could not yet make out whether these 5
goods end chattels were partly goods and valuables which 3
had ben stolen or otherwise sequestered with or from '
the Hungerian Jews, or even had been handed over by :
them under greaaure,without being ectuaslly wrenched away h
from them-.This is all I have kept in memory of the L
papers. LN




yryre .
Reply 8/25 RDM/mib

You told me that Mr,Kesztner had informed yom that
the 2uide--mémaire" which you had submitted to him
did not contain what was the chief point.The Germans
were absolutely and definitdy resolved to kill
off all the Hungarian Jews,unless certain offers were
made to them and the goods which they required,

f were handed over to them.

Yfour report was rich in particulars, but . have not
Fliie always been able to maeke out how things went in
(o order of time, when and where !r.Kasztner was present and
i when not. I understood +that you have talked to several
P men, of whom the chief party seems to have been one
"Dieektor Becher" of Hemburg,a representatiye of the
4 "Wirtscheftsamt" (0ffice of Public Economy) , and who had
full power to deal with the matter.
Then there was one Hauptmann Grflson of the §5.,0ne
rumelli(?)It would seem that Becker had dealt with the
Weiss (and perheps von Cherin)family arrangements,by
which the@e femilies were bought off from destruction
end have been expexdited by air to Spa in .

2, It is said <that 16 300 persons have been brought to
"0ld Austria"(Altbstreich),and thet these are chiefly
"prominent persons of the iewish community or life"and
children,

d
e T

=7

Government was indifferent se to whether the Jeas
were to be killed or seved, but that the Germens werse
i resolved, al least.to murder off the Jews,if they
15 _ should not be able to be visorious as against other
E . better armed peoples.
) ‘It was certain that Himmler knew of the transaction to
gome off,
re wes @s yet no " Judenrat".Miklosch Krausz was not
th.tﬁhitr + There were still some 170 000 Jews in Buda=-
pest.
3+ The things,Germang were after, were 10 000 trucks
or transport cars. Nobody would be able to deliver
them except the United States., Herr Becher had stated
thet it would & perfectly siimple thing for USA +to
send cars by transport ships or freighters and +that
by each freighter 2500 Jews could go back to the States.
e S.K, could tell the Amergaans in all certainty
that the ocars would not be used for War purposes,but
for After-War use.,

e ?.'!‘:I";-i‘ri}f

@ preliminery one( eine Prdembel), and that the definit
ones would fellow, 4 o

_S.M, had declared thet it wee impossible to desl
altt-iﬁtz with trocke, for he believed he could already
“ iﬁt@-- ® answer of the Americen side,it would be WO,

—
=

! i3 8ald: it would be impossible to offer this, It will

& 98 Recessary to give me indicetlons as to money
4 Foaaired, and as to other eventusl articles.

8rty in USA  or the USA would have to influence
utrals,so that certain articles would be taken off
of non-exportable articles,l can imggine that
rlend might be inclined to deliver certain

g (77

a

1 presume it was Kasztner who told you that the Hungarian

4.Herr Bechem d declared thet this interview was only

N O
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SM.Joint,23.¥III 44. -3 - J

SH.I have to find together with yourselves a2 form which .
i could submit to America . M
I have made a caloulus and fégd that the Jews of
USA oennot find the money for 10 000 trucks. S
The oprosite party(Becher?) said:"Ne,also "(Just so0).

1 have however advice by my friends that the transaction
must be realdiged.

I find that Germeny needs stéll other things but trucks .
S.M, mentioned certain articles which weree in want
Ehers,not of a Wer materisl kind,

he question is one of an immediate program(lofnrt—programm).
and afterwards of a realization( ?)

It wes however necegsary that in the meantime nothing
would happen to Hungarian Jews,

i i Hr.Becher geems to have seid, he would take it upen
, him,(ich werde mich stark machen),to obtain that
nothing detrimentel wounld ba done,

| 1 heve a note on San Salvador passports and on the Pakegtine
5 Verice(Pelemt ), but nothing definite pseems to have been

_ talked about this.Hungarians with relatives in Switzer-

& lend might travel to Switszerland, eventually others too.

The Contracting parties of an Agreement would be "SS,Sondex
stab Max Grison of the one part, and the JOINT of
the other part,

Becher or some other man seemng to have telked of the
extablishment of & German Economic Yffice(Deutsche Wirt-
schaftsstelle) in Switzerland.Eventually other firms,
either German ones or such who were in good relstions
with Germany would be entrusted with the execution of
the deal,
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5» Budapest for the present wasin no need on either
B oney ,norof clothing or medicaments, It was beat
to weit whether s deportation would take place,or not.

i In cese of a deportation yiiney,victusls,clothes,medicaments
: % be sent to the Campas and not to Budapest., all
under the protection of the I.R.C.
Pend the duration 9f these preliminary telks"no
annihilation" (keine Yernichtung) would take place.

There were other articles,beshdes the trucks, that might
be useful or would be required: (Drehbinke = lathes 7
Zylinderbohrwerik: eylindre boring machines and others),

o / Ej —‘ ‘.""‘"U/,-‘_,

6. B.M.Mentjoned that the whole object was"trade in humenity"
| (Menschenhandel,eslave trade) against goods,Barter,
{ He would have to put i int such e form that it would
not be againgt the Swiss law of obligations,i.e.that
it would not be considered "immoral business" and againgt
Sewt,20 of the Code of Obligations.
2 j German counterparty(Hr.Becher? ) was visibly annoyed
i : over this end tried to pretend it was a different thing.

. 23.,VIII.44 21.15
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SM,23.VIII. 44. - 4-
Second pert ofifort on conversations of 22,VIII 44

6.The second part of our conversation was between
S.M, end Mr.Nethenn Schwablb, in presence of M.W.

A most importent pert of this ognVQrsation was the
statement of S.M, that one of the Vermans,or several

of them,repeatedly stated " Man ist zu uns gekommen,um uns
das anszubieten" Keszter had come %o them or had approaehed

them in order to offer a deal t thes,)
He S.Mi« had said: " I should forgive this %o Xasztner,
even if km x 1 were on my desth bed*" ,I prfectly under-
stand thet he did it.

NSgh, Was there not some idea to create a polisisal
conflict.
S.M, This cannot be entirely refuted,although one cannot
see where it comes in.

(So by me understood.Mw (

J.M. Whetheror not this can come off, it will be to
the point thet 1 1 1 e ga 1 &xodus from Hungary
can take place,

H.Sch. Preuddger and Link have departed.

S.M, of the people who have been in Belgen Bergen,
will come to Switzerland,
It has already been said thet this was the
doing of I.RC.

H.Schx 1t will ne impossible %o send goods to
Eary.
How eould goods come from Spain,Portugal,Swede,to Germany?
Under the setusl circumstances?
it is necessary to tell Kasztner and the others
that this is not withan our power.

8.0, Kapztner hes said,if the Nozis lose the Wer, they
want et least to kill of the Jews.This is & tenet of
their programme.

5 M, 1 have erm nged with Kegztner KRhet Zasstner wrote

about our inteview of Aug 21st.1944, this must be

executed, hst you write,I intend to do?I understend your
resons,

(This in not quite complete,
_but these ere the chief matters.)

23.VILI,. 44 M.V,

PS., Wanting to send thisoff still

to-night,I have left it un-
corrected.
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TELEGRAM SENT

i To: Department Date:  August 24, 9 a, m., 1944,
No 5527

Codea WG Charged to: 6\\‘)
Paraphrase

Reference is made to the Legation's 4502 of
July 14, 3 p. m.

The following supplemental information from the
Swiss Legation at Budapest concerning the treatment
of Jews in Hungary is contained in a notice dated
August 17 from the Swiss Foreign Uffice:

Replying to the request of the Swiss Legation
for further information concerning "Schutzhaft" as
applied to Jews claiming foreign nationality, the
Hungarian Ministry of Foreign Affairs stated that
Schutzhaft is distinguished from internment in that
Jews are placed under Schutzhaft not as hostile mani-
festation but in their own interests, and that without
assemblinzg them under police control the Hungarian
i authorities are unable to give them guarantees for
! thelr security. Jews under Schutzhaft are permitted
1 to leave detention unaccompanied by police when they
! have private or professional affairs to regulate; if
the Jews are interned, they are not permitted to do
this.

Seven American citizens entitled to protection
and 30 affected by "Rule G" as well as alien relatives
of American citizens are among the Yews affected. (The
notice states parenthetically that this statement was
made before the receipt of the Department's ruling in
its telegram 2584 of July 27.)

The persons affected are lodged in two vast |
premises, one reserved for men and one reserved for
women, ath the Deaf and Dumb Institute in Festetich-
uteca, Budapest. Sleeping accommodations consist of
mattresses and bedding placed partly on iron frames
and partly on the floor. Jews witli means are allowed

to
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i po ibly e 1 h¢ 1 ide of thi 1th itie
na loeal Tunctionaris v Iic neider ti ynditions
in Feptetich-utocs excellesnt = compared with other
éamps in Hungary, to such &an extent that it 1ig
. { ’
difficult to psrsuade them to improve the conditiecns,
and the “spation and Red Cros delepatens agree that
{ ‘ 4 4 &
It 1s impossible to distinguleh between Schutzhaft and
intsrnment except thet the former grant Ireedom to

lenve the premisen.

It is reported by the Bwiss Legstion that a certain
number of Americen citizens in provinces liberatad
ghettons following ite intervention are held in loecal
[.l"ll;ru.ul At premsent but must be trangferred to Budapesat
phertly, and that the legation and the Hed Cross are
makling esvery effort toe smeliorate conditions in
Fegtetioch-utea,

Arrangements have been made by the Intercrops
delepgate to deliver 'Nh!'.}’iy food parcels to all
1!!','!]‘“"!“!5 who have a right to the [.rn?uv?,‘nr: ol the
Bwiss.
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No. 133 drom tThe War Refugee Eoard and the Department.
For, the Minister and McClelland.

1. With reference to section 2 of your telegram No.
4983, of August 3, the policy of ths Government of the
Uhiteﬁ States is not (repeat not) to deal in specific

‘You mey, however, in your discretion, suthorize
deral Political Department to answer the inquiry
Lezation in Budapest by referring to the posir
overnment of the United States indicated by
o' 5 inclusive of the Depariment's telegram -No. ' g&
28, Dspsrtmnnt's 2657, of August 2, apnd Depart-. i
58 August ‘21, and paragraph 3 hereunder, ra-

ﬁhstanding reeent developments as indicated in
No. 5197 of August 1, it is the intention of
gerit of the United States to pursus further the .
fers of the Hungarian authorities as typified |
jﬁé, of July 19.
: @gpartment thare*ave desires you to regquest the
2 officials of the Swiss Government to inform the
; i, particularly Gernmany =nd Lungary, that
A impigration visa to the alien husband,’
unmarried miner child of an American. citizan
’19& minor child of an alisn Te )
been in an are: control:
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Bem, August 25, 1944.

i Dear Mr. Schwalb:

In view of

Sincerely yours,

Roswell D. MoClelland,
Special Assistant to
the American Minister.

Mr. Nathan Schwalb,
Weltzentrale des Hechalus,

53 rue des Paguis,
Geneva.

RDM/mjb

T the recent sudden

I acknowl edge receipt of your letter of the 25th of
Aust with thanks, and was happy to note that cur recent
transfers arrived safely.
changes in the political and military situation in Rumania
and their probable repercussion in Bungary,
tat we were sble to send your people
for their rescue work.

I am very glad
this additional support

can only say that matters are developing a8 well as could

i

i

|

g I had a long talk the other day with Saly Mayer, and
i?’{' be expected under such difficult cirocumstances.

_.‘."//
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ABMACHUNG FERTIG STOP REIMAN (DEUTSCHE) LIEFERT EIGENMOECHTIG 4B 26/8
AUSFUHR FREI FRANBO GRENZE (GAMNTA,_LEQPQLDOV,WRUTKI—ZILI;I_:.) STOP KONDITION

__UNMOEGLICH DA DIESE KONKURRENZ(ASCHKENASY-DEUTSCHE) FRFOLG AUSSCHLIESSLICH.

EUERE VERSCHULDUHG...&TDP...YER.AHLASSET--- WENIGSTENS. RASCHEST  SOFORT  EXPEDITION

- EBENFALLS - AUSFUHR - FREZ - PRANCO-GRENZE (GALANTA,LEO! OLDLV, WRUTKIZZILINA) STO"{L}M

 DRAKTSESTARTIGT PABTIGREID mMICHELBERGER . ., /g *Wpedoso Tkt o

Myl Boes E i -

Adresse - Indirizzo : [T . i :
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8ie,lieber Herr MacClelland,diesbezusglieh

In der Hoffnung,dasg
Ihnen alles Beste

das Noetige veranlagsen werden,wuensche ieh

freundliche Gruesse

Lhr =
u;}e%wa:;lb.-

¥r.Roswell D, MoC] ]

Special Assists

the American Min
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Bern, August 25, 1944,

2 h
"'3 : 5 "
m ‘\ fu_b
itra vom 25.8. 1944. ,ﬂ
b |
s 7
L bonked w  Rumeeds ﬁ;;:
wm; Reiman liefert eigenmichtig
Bkt 7 %2. ;‘”"l_ ,, onnen Provinienz Heller an

1ze stop Konditionen anmdgl
@-g. ﬂg.eser Konk'arrenzerfolg ausschliesslich euere
veranlasset Wenigstens sofort rascheste Expeditic
ausfuhrfrei franco Grenze stop verstindiget sofo:
et ,;lh‘t&nﬁlqamp sowie Hugo stop drahtbestétiget !

Wh _j&;z 1 B o BT 3
ik | SBEek __‘ii.a"l- 3
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Abmachung fe

August 26 tHg ienz Heller an Albus
ausfuhrfrel franco CGrenze stop Konditionen anm8glich stop
de dieser Konkurrenzerfolg ausschliesslich euere Verschuldw
veranlasset wenigstens sofo:t rascheste Expedition ebenfall:
ausfuhrfrei franco Grenze stop verstindiget sofort Mayer <
et Natanskycomp sowle Hugo stop rahtbestlitiget Hotel Centre

Eratislava

Uebersetzung:

Abmachung fertig stop Deutschland liefert eigenmHchtig

(delf. : ohne Zustimmung Ungarns) ab 26. August tHglich J)
12000 Personen (Ungarn) nach Auschwitz (Vernichtungslager! )

ifer Galanta=Leopoldov-Vrutky-Zilina-Cadca stop Ziel:
Vernichtungsanstalt stop Da dieser Konkur-enzerfolg ausscnliess
lieh euere Verschuldung veranlasset sofort raschesten

Inftangriff auf die Houten die befahren werdeni ebenfalls

Galanta-LLeopoldov-Vrudky-Zilins-Cadaca stop verstiéndiget

dofort Mayer et Natanskgcomp sowie Hugo stop drahtbestHtiget

Hotel Centrel Bratislava

Der Vorwurf ("ausschliesslich euere Verschuldung") hat folgende

Bewandnis: Die Ungar: verlangten Lieferung von diversen Mg~

achinen uné Tractoren als Lisegeld fur das Night-
deportieren. Diesem Yerlangen schlossen sich die 3

von der Usportation Bedrohten an. Die hiesigen freumda: @
de lehnten die lLieferung von Machinen ab, erklHrten

sich aber bereit, bei den Allierten zu intervenieren,'
obschon die Mittel flir die “aschienn zur Verfigung
stlinden.
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tanskycomp stop aufhtret mit leeren

rien angekilndigte Expedition ausfuhrfrei
iranco Lrenze vergebens thHglicher Ausfall an Konkurrenz

lo Tonnen stop machen euch flr alle folgen verantwortlioch" ~

berse 1
ciet solort Nathan stop aufhiret mit leeren Versprechungen f
warten angekiindigten Inftangriff ralanta-Leopoldow=Vrutky- i
ilina=-Cadeoa vergebens t 3fall an Konkurrenz ¢
1lo.000 Personen stop machen euch fur alle Folgen verantwortlich"
J\
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Bern, August 25, 1944

My dear Mr, Federal Councillor:

Supplementary to my letter of Aug, 4th., in which
it was a pleasure to be able to assure you that the
United Nations were willing to receive Jews whom the
Hungarian Gov, might see fit to release for admission
to Switzerland, I now have to inform you that American
Consular Officers in Switzerlend have been instructed
that an allotment of visas has been made for refugee
children who were born in Hungary to enable them {o
proceed to the United States, These visas will be
issued separate and apart from the visas which you
were informed in the Legation's note of March 22,

1944 were suthorized in the cases of refugee children
arriving in Switzerland from France,

Please accept, my dear Mr, Federal Couneillor,
the renewed assurance of my highest consideration,

LELAND HARRISON

His Excellency
Mareel Pilet-Golaz
Federal Counciller
Chief, Federal Poltical Dept.
Bern,
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Bern, August 25, 1944.

My dear Mr. Pallai:

3y
PR AU s

I thank you for your letter of Aupgust 22nd. [ am
unfortunately well acq: nted with the circumstance
the arrival of this recent conwvoy of 320 Hungarian
who reached Basel last wever
have been made to talk to those responsible persons among

+ =,

them in oxder to obtain suppler

=y

5

Sunday. Arrangements,

F 4

| g
m
€
~

I hope that in due time and course it will be possible

tc shed further light on this whole question, but for the
moment thisis not the case.

Sincerely yours,

Roswell D. McClelland,
Special Assistant to

the American Minister.

A\

Mr. Gégza Pallai,
4 Hotel Waldhaus Dolder, !
Zurich. i
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From: Department Date: August 25, 10 p.m., 1944

-\‘
{(C1) No.: 2053

Code: — Received: August 26, 10 p.m.
PARAPHRASE
WRB No. 142.

Legation Stockholm has been informed substantially
as to%}-:n by a person who is considered to be thoroughly
reliable:

. been in open-air concentration for four
20,000 Jews of both sexes and of all
to sit on but the ground. They were
o box cars which were nalled shut and
estinations outslde of Hungary. With

' were 8o packed that no one

. and many must have died
rsonnel which handled this
but Hungarilan gendarmes."

'n;:.iﬁii'?é%g‘t'emants‘ from various sources
ave been principally instrumental
tation of Jews from Hungary under

TEVONOH NI Shar T1°Cvg

transmit thies information %o
orwarding to the Government
s d that its comment
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TELEGRAM SENT

&aif dﬂdﬁf&@:
&
To: Department Date: August 26, 10 a. m., 1944, 3
’ :
No: 5579 Ry
M
Code: - Charged to: p
Paraphrase w ¥
i - |
o &
From M¢Clelland for WRB. 2
Intercross recommended during recent conversations E
! ki that in concert with the British Government our Govern- 3
| f S ment indicate to the Hungarian Government its willing- -
: ness to transport to some specified haven of refuge in =
Allied territory a certain number of Hungarian Jews
whose removal is not (repeatnot) based on the possession
| of certificates for Talestine and who do not intend to g

go to the latter country. Such an offer, Intercross
feels, might have a greater chance of success than the
eurrsnt proposals of emigration to Palestine for Hungar-
, Jews as it would offset German disapproval of Pales-
tine emigration, which disapproval is based on the
eged German desire not to jeopardize their good
itions with the Arabian Mufti. It is Intercross'
inion that such evacuation could best be effected
ough Rumania as a more practical and safer route
hrough German-controlled territory to Switzerland.
that the proposal is worth trying as it has
te points in its favor and would involve Hungarian
) would ultimately desire to return to their
The attention of WRB is called in this respect
yffer of 500 entry visas made by Tangier.

lf:rrw!)

-
2

\7

e i Juu S

£z

Referring to the Legation's 5397 of August 19,
i ongly recommended that propaganda pressure

ined on the Hungarian Government. The

zsarian Government is showin§ a tendency to "relax
ts laurels" following its "generous™" offer to
Jews to emigrate, meanwhile passively permitting
. to carry out further deportation of people
Hungarian nationals, after all. The fact should
ized that such acgquiescence constitutes common
with the Germans for which the Hungarians will

T ENST YR T

1ld responsible after the war. This sort of
pressure
 DECLASSITIED

State Depi. Lattot, 1:11-7% = '
: P.g Eﬂz e
By R. K. Parks Data 5
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pressure would also strengthen the hand of those
Hungarians of good-will in the country who. from the
start have opposed such persecution of the Jews,
The use of pamphlets in Hungarian, as well as warn-

ings via the radio, is recommended by competent
Hungarian circles in Switzerland.

T 773 7w
TOMFATN O 5T 22TV

HARRISON

-~

K/.ﬁ-vl-) :g 24 ' M!y
4L SR W

S

Kot




g !

P

.
L.,

" - -

= W [CASE FiLE ] Wita el afisns

|
—

TR TELEGRAM SENT

N ©

. ]
cl
i ¥

E.
'

i To: Departrent : Date: August 26, 2 p. m., 1944,
' No: 5568

Code: - el Chargsed to:

Faraphrase
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On August 23 I had a lo talk with Saly Mayer
(referred tc as SK hereinarteﬁ in St. Gall. EHe
informed me thet the projected meeting mentioned in
the Legetion's 5197 of August 11 toock place finally

on Sunday Auszust 20th between SM, three German agents
end Isreal Kasztner at St. Margarethen, a town on the
Swiss-German border. The Germens arrived on the mora-
ing of August 19 but 3M could not see them until 24
hours later. The Swiss authorities did not grant
border passes to either side.

)
é
]

F Reference is made to your 2867 of August 21,
i
:
]
:
g |
'
j
i

% The head of the Cerman delegation (a member of
man "Wirtschaftsamt") characterized &s "prelim-
the discussion held during this meeting.

There follows the substance of the discussioen
A took place as reported to me by Mayer.

\f“";".’ lf.‘ﬂr-—uy

2 backbone of the proposition which the
vanced was the delivery of 10,000 trucks,

d probably come only from the United States.
s in return would release not only the Jews
in Hungary but also all Jews in their hands,
y one million roughly. In reply, Mayer stated "
tting the matter on such a basis would most

ly mean categoric refusal on the part of the
tates Government, and further, that he could

rty to any deal that involved the delivery
terial which could be used against Allied
Another formula would have to be found if the

! ed to avoid such a refusal. The Germans

i that the proposition of 10,000 trucks was not
but had origineted with Jewish circles in Buda-
; and had been made by Kesztner. When SK reproached
n for wi ng to trade human beings for goods

=

on declared that they were simply willing
up 2 proposition that had been made to them and

which

del") the Germans heatedly repudiated this

25172
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i which interested certain Gestapo circles. 3 '
Mayer was permitted to talk alone to Kasztner. = 5
3 The latter painted the following picture of the present ~ 0
-y ! situation of the Jews in Hungary. Some 170,000 Jews m N
: | are left in Budapest. The extreme faction of the [ i&
g Gestapo (called Group C hereinafter) was impatient to n $ 3
§ continue the deportation and extermination of Jews P 3 o
and had wanted to begin again in Budapest on August 19. E =
The attitude of Group C (which is the attitude of &
Hitler) is that they wish at all costs to liquidate M
the Jews even though Germany loses the war. The =
present Government of Hungary is either indifferent Q
!

to the whole question or powerless to act. Horthy
himself could be no more than a passive ("unbeteiligt™)
onlooker to the continued deportation. The Gestapo
holds all real power in this respect. No emigration

, whatever of the Jews is allowed by Group C. "Orthodox"
F ’ diplomatic intervention or protests are more or less

‘ useless and have no influence on Group C's plans and

5 intentions.

The feeling of other Gestpo circles in Budapest
and in Germany in general is that the whole program of
the extermination of the Jews as a policy is undesirable
and should not be pursued.

Himmler's faction (Group B) represents a middle
course., The attitude of this group towards the Jewish
question is more or less indifferent. They do not
ose the release of Jews who remain in German hands,
cularly if goods of value to the Reich can be
d in exchange for them. The delegation which
SM represented Group B and mentioned specifically
. Himmler knew and approved of the negotiations and
ng. They told SM: "It will cost us nothing
se the Jews. On the other hand there is some-
50 be gained by doing so."

\r kgl g f"jp
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Kasztner explained to SM that Group B had to

ce substantial counter-propositions in order to

'in a position to offset the arguments of Group C.

t iz why they accepted Kasztner's proposals and agreed

> negotiate.

© Mayer feels that the fact that such a meeting

~ took place at all is a hopeful sign in itself. Equally
significant is the arrival in Switzerland of 320 Hungar-

i n Jews, for which these negotiators were directly

~ responsible. Throughout the whole discussion, which

they held to an objective basis, SM saw no evidence | &
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that these men were interested in/financial gain. Their
relationship to Kasztner seemed quite matter-of-fact.

Regarding the material terms proposed, Saly
Mayer's point of departure in arguing the matter was
that insistence on the 10,000 trucks would certainly
condemn the whole proposal to failure in advance,
therefore what other proposals had the delegation to
make? They stated that Allied permission to neutrals,
such as Switzerland, to deliver goods (machine tools,
for example) might be acceptable as a compromise, If |
authorization in principle to go ahead would be secured e
by SM, they would furnish him with a 1list of goods [
available in Switzerland and other neutral countries I
that would be of interest to them. The hope was expressed }
by SM that they could propose goods of not such an
out-and-out military character.

U?iw:'“};;J,

SM asked them for a breathing spell of ten days

k] (until August 31), arguing that such arrangements would
3 take time and that the decision did not depend on him.
; ! SM succeeded in eliciting a definite promise from the

head of the delegation that he (the head) would do all

he could to prevent the Turther deportation of Jews
from Hungary and their extermination during this delay,
but he warned SM that the moment might soon arrive
when the matter could go beyond his control.
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Saly Mayer feels strongly, and in this I agree, :
having gained three precious weeks already, no -
should be spared to find a formula by which

more time. Your opinion as to whether the 4
ere it is impossible to gain more time has =

Steps can be taken without committing ourselves
cably but also without breaking off negotiations?
waiting your advice we agreed that as a prelim-
sign of willineness to continue, SM could request
nission from the Swiss for the entry of the German
who is to carry on further negotiations. SM

8 that in order to keep negotiations going he should =
e some form of evidence showing that at least i
000,000 were availalbe in the United States, if F
28gsary. Various dilatory tactics of a technical

‘e, Just short of actual delivery of any goods,
then be indulged in. the Germans could be

ested to submit a list of the items they desire.
military and political developments in the Balkans
e meantime incremsingly in favor of saving these
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Union Bank of Hwitzerland

Union de Bangues Suisses

Mlanagement %U 7 Oua 4?”
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Personal
Zurich, 28th August, 1944

Dear Mr. McClelland:
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Dr. Schesefer who is at present on military service has =
sent to us your letter addressed to him on August 23rd regarding e
Mr. Eugene Bogdanffy of Los Angeles, California. =
(2]

He asks us to inform you that owing to the present mili- . :

tary situation all leave has been suspended and that for this
reason he is unfortunately not in a position o meet you in
the near future.
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We are, however, pleased to sey that Mr.Eugene Bogdanffy
is well known to us. He emigrated a few years ago to the Uni-
ted Stetes of America owing to the Régime in his native country,
and we have arranged for monthly payments of £400.- in his fevour
from funds which were deposited with us slready before the war.

Should you wish to receive any further details regarding
Mr.Bugene Bogdanffy we would be glad to furnish you with them.

"‘\"'-‘9

By S0 W

Always with much pleasure at your disposal, we remain,

..':.'

Very truly yours,
UNION BANK OF SWITZERLAND

L= T

efékédiéi“L¢££2?3

Mr.Roswell D.McClelland

Bpecial Assistant to : '
the Americen Minister !
Elfenstrasse 6

Berne.
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COMITE INTERNATIONAL D:z LA CROIX-ROUGE
AGENCE CENTRALE DES PRISONNIERS DE GUERRE

Rappeler dans la réponse : rras
Chiques postanx [,5387 & 80 G 99/5/56 ! OF AMERICA | GENEVE, le 29 gofit 1944 ¥
Téléphona & 3 05 ,;_.Jf\..ic
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sraélites hongrois

. ous avons 1'hon user réception de la
letire du 19 juillet 1944 vous nous. treng= .
nettez un message de l'organisation igudes Isreel World ;
Orgenization, relatif aux déportaticns des Israélites '

de Longrie.

orte le contenu de ce
égation & Budapest
enquéte sur ces faits et

tenlr sn courant de sa

lous avons immédiatement
nesssge & 1la conneissance de notre
en la priant de procsder & wne enqu
nous ne menguerons pas de vous
réponse,

ZUVONOH NI SRal gvg

- =

Veuillez egréer, lionsicur, l'assuwrance de notre
gonsidération la plus distinguée.

T

Pour le Comité International
de la Cwlx Rouge:

eyt

. wivision d'Assistance

Spéclale
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From: Department Date: August 30, 8 p.m., 1944

No.: 2989
Code : - Received: Auguat 31, 2 a.m.
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Leavitt of Joint Distribution in New York has
i received from Schwartz JDC in Lisbon a cable referring
| to the interview by 8aly lMayer which was described in L
your 5588 of August 26. Embassy Lisbon's cable of
August 29 commenting on the Schwartz message is a8
follows in substance:

Schwartz requested in his message instructions

! { a8 to (1) whether JDC in New York was willing to make
o the payments requested, and (2) whether or not the
Department and the Treasury would grant license under
the conditions stated. Today the Embassy at Lisbon
7 from an entirely reliable source received information
! to the effect that the Charge 4'Affaires of Hungary
i 1 at Lisbon on August 28 received a telegram from the
' Y. ~ Hungarian Fareign Office dated August 27. In thie

2 telegram the policy of the Hungarian Government, based s
B on the new situation arising in Rumania, was outlined.
b The following 1 a paraphrase of the substance of the
text of the telegram with reference to the Jewlsh
problem:

e S e “Hereafter the Hungarilan Government will handle

e ) " %he adminietration of all Jewish affairs and Jews will
- not hereafter be deported. This declsion has been made
- by the Regent."

. The Hungarian representative at Lisbon expressed
conelderable doubt that the Germans could any longer
earry out deportations of Jews in large or even small
numbers. He stated, although he could not be altogether
eertain, that his understanding is that durlng the past
two weeks there have been a growing opposition in Hyngary
to the Nazis, both in official circles and among the

PECLASEIFIED general
Btate Dept. Letter, 1-11:78

T SEP 25 1972
By R 1L T ey
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{No. 2989)

general population. From this opposition there would
result an active resistance to any purification by the
Germans. It was further etated by the Chargs d'Affaires
Tthat 1t would be physically impossiple to carry out any
large movement at the present time. In the opinion of
the Chargé d'Affaires, any transaction of the kind
suggested in the Schwartz message 1s purely an attempt
at blackmail by the Gestapo. The Charge d'Affaires
expects to be in poesession of further information

on thie subject before long. Such information will
without delay be transmitted to the Department and to
the Embassy at Lisbon.

With reference to the questilons raised in your
telegram No. 5588 of August 26, 1944, the War Refugee
Board will reply later today. :

HULL
In duplicate
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COPY TO Mr. ! 'LELIAND

the Leparine

report, roesive
thoroughly reliablie, ©
Jews degpatah by
outeide of Junmiary:

"“There bad vseen in ope:
four or five days souw
aad of all spes, wit)
EXoul . e wore late
shich ware sailled shat
ticke oulsise of

S8, they wers a¢

donn O: even MmoOve, Al
the journey. The pers
Moveaesnt »ole ot

™he Lezation 19 under Lnsss




the Uivision de good emeuih to transait this repart
12 the dovermment of Nungary and o infors 1% that
its sogment therean is attentively aanited By the
Uaited Jtates Jovermaenat, as the report 0onl lrmey

statenents fron various sources that Jungarian

police have been incipal.y ingtrusental in the

arrest ani deportation of Jews froc Fangary ander
tragieally cruel eonditicns.

e Legation svalls itsslf of this opportualty
0 renen %o the Udvision the asscurance of 1te hicheet
eansideraticn,

Jern, Luguet 31, 1944.
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i TELEGRAM RECEIVED
A SSTERNMENT PRI SR =143 ”':ﬁ',':q &:.
From: Department ' Date: August 31, 8 p.m., 1944 i A
(2R
No.: 3004 Eb'ﬂ

Code: - Received: September 1, noon, ;

PARAFPERASE

@ No. 152 from the War Refugee Board.
You are requested to deliver a paraphrase of the

following message to Saly Mayer:

_ "The Government of Mexico has sent
ictions to the Mexican Legation in Bern
aln from you a list of the four hundred
nding Jewish communal leaders, rabbis,
whom the Swedish lLegation at Budapest
ssue docugents on behalf of the Govern-
Mexico. You should contact the Lega-
Bern. The bearers of these documents
titled to the protection of Sweden
protecting power for Mexican nationals,
esumed that you will compile the list
outstanding personalities on the basis
own knowledge and after consultation
ver you deem desirable. N. A.
~J§sr$aanu ewish Joint Distribution
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I to Mayer 9/1/44 A hs { ™
SASE TIL VD) U ssaforive » 3

2 TELEGRAM RECEIVED

B TEreet rae— =1

From: Department Date: August 30, 7 p.m,, 1944
No.: 2990 y
Code: — Received: August 31, 4 p.m. &

PARAPHRASE @
1}. SATIO MRS

Department's 5583 August 286.
Following is from WRB for Harrison and MeClelland.

i--amvh.s:;?': —

T 0tg

_ WRB will appreclate your expressing to Saly Mayer
rlqdb the ‘appreclation of the Board for the excellent way in
o ' which he i1s handling a most difficult task. It agrees
that every effort must be made to extend the negotiations
and to gain time, and it feels confident that kayer will
be able to prolong the negotiations, making no commitments - :
but avoiding the breaking off of negotiations. He should i 3
: ised that there are no materials of military value k N
ble. He can, however, proceed with the knowledge 4 &
ire are avellable to him in this country at least
Lion dollars, and he may gain time by referring : .
amount since without approval from the United ) L
arrangement can be entered into for any |
om this fund. We do not believe that under %
t eircumstances monetary paymente are practical, |
roval can be given for such payments.
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2 advise Saly Mayer that he should inform o
that he ie unable (repeat unable) to secure &
.zatlon for the export of goods to Germany wy
tral country without a list of the nature
ity o he materials that are desired. 2
o gain time he should ask for a llst of such 1
L8 Discusaion of the liet might furnish the B
[ procuring at least two adjournments of the
nces. Discuselon may be prolonged on a techniecal
n the 1iet is presented. WRB relies on Mayer,
)ur asslstance, to use every possible dllatory
b ain time, the foregoing being offered merely

{ For Action

;, a2 P HULL Answered

io.
b p PECT AN I LY
State Dept. Lotter, 1-11-73 L
sep 25 187

By R H. Puska Dut
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