
~ IIIUCJ 

'7 
,..-Aft''JiftPI 111& te 

- .... 1Dto 
..-.. . .... 0~ 

please 

pu Bo. 2810 
I' Boua has 

reg&l'd to the 
D LASS lED 

Slate De LE ter, l·ll·U 

B, B. B. Parb DateS £ P 2 5 1972 





TELEGRAM RECEIVED 

Prom: rt~ +- Date : 1 
' J . . ' 1 

No .: 1 
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No. 1580 

The Le~ation of the United States of America 

on ... lute J.eneral Zurich \.i 11 
con .. rol of.ri ce 
offi es 

1U"' 

ota.s: Bel rion 

Czecho•·lova'\.o: 

French 

G rr.1an 

rreth rland 

_olish 

6~ to 

265 to 

145 to 

1031 to 

187 to 

1084 to 

1} 

234 
514 

444 
3430 
466 

1683 . 

.. b,. 

The Vl s s ray be issued .t the "'Hte of 25;' of each 
allotment per :"Onth . 

Zurich should submit tele,tr<:>phicall_y at th'3 end of each 
month consolidated quota r<>ports, r13turn.int.; a'1y ·nused 
n mbers em i vine quot:.t nwnher, nam~ ol child. place 
and date o£ issuance of vi"'3. Telet;raphic n~quest sho ld 
be made if additio!1u l quot'1 numbers rc oesireo for the 
coun-tries m~!:'.t1oned or for any other country. Al· esti:nate 
of the q1ota numbeTs which will be needed for the • L. cal 
year 1944-45 shoulo oo submitted tulegr~ph~cally 

et'ore June 1. r-lease in:form conflul· r officers 1.11 

tz rlano. You shotlo advise thP. Swi3s :tuthorities 
this insn-uction, statin trot tte l'nited ...,tates 

v rnment earnestly hopAS t1 t the Governn~nt of 
tzerland will take such act'on, dir.,ct a"l'd indirect, 
will faci li toto md expedite the "loveMent of 
ldren to Swi t30rland fro"!! France . You "!!ay also infol."!Tl 
Swiss Go r~mr.JCnt that ar-rMl'l "l nts will be undertaken 

the War R _ ur;ee Boarc1 to fin<.lnco if :!:lecessary th 
~'!ft,m~71 ion of rnainten noe for re u eel' fro P.n 1. o • <>ion 

arrive in ~witzer1 nd. Y u e reru.es ed to r rt t "' 
tion of the "'wiss nd to kee the <>rt::l nt in!onned 

developments which may b of interest 11 this tt.,.r. · 

HULL 
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No. 1580 

The Legation of the United States of America 

presents its compliments to the Federal Political 

Department and has the honor to inform the Federal 

Political Department that 1 t is in receipt ct' special 

instructions from the Department of State dated March 

18, 19~4, which provide for the issue of United States 

immigration visas to certain minor refugee children now 

in Switzerland, or who may hereafter find refuge in this 

country. 

Specifically, American consular officers in Switzer-

land have been authorized by the Department of State to 

issue before July 1, 1944, a total of 4,000 immigration 

visas to refugee children who have arrived or may here-

after arrive in Switzerland from France on or after 

January 1, 1944, and prior to July 1, 1944. The latter 

date, the Legation bas been informed, may be extended 

under specific instructions from the Department of State. 

The visas may be issued by American consular officers 

without regard to availability to the children of means 

of transportation to the United States and to religion, 

nationality or possible lack of national status, but it 
is 

To the 

Federal Political Department, 

Bern . 

l 
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is prescribed that the children shall be under sixteen 

years of age at the time when the visas are issued . Visas 

&so are to be issued subject to the statutory immigration 

requirements of the United States interpreted by the At t orney 

General of the United States in the light of present emer­

gency requirements. Administrative arrangements are provided 

so that children who may receive visas under these instruc­

tions, with the exception of those who in the meanwhile 

reach the age of sixteen years, will continue to hold their 

visas until transportation to the United States becomes 

available. In the cases of children who have passed their 

sixteenth birthdays in the interim, and who desire new or 

replaced visas, r eport is to be made to the Department of 

State in order tha t :further instructions may be obtained. 

It is further indicated in the instructions received 

by the Legation that the American Government is disposed 

to make provision for action after July 1,1944, similar 

to that described in the foregoing, the details of which, 

however, are of necessity to be worked out hereafter. 

The Department of State remarks that the instructions 

described in the foregoing are premised on the assumption 

that no change in the present immigration laws would affect 

the procedure instituted. 

In requesting the legation to inform the Swiss author­

ities in the foregoing sense, the Department of State also 

requests the Legation to remark that the United States 

Government earnestly hopes that the Government of Switzer­

land may take such action , direct and indirect, as will 

facilitate 
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facilitate and expedite the movement of children to 

Switzerland from France, having in mind the desire and 

purpose of the Government of the United States to afford 

permanent immigration facilities to the number of 

children indicated, as soon as conditions permit . 

The Legation i s further requested to inform the 

Government of Switzerland that arrangements will be under-

taken by the War Refugee Board of the United States to 

finance, if need be , the provision of maintenance for 

refugees from enemy oppression who may arrive in Switzer-

land . 

If the Federal Political Department is disposed to 

comment on the subject of tre present communication and 

to indicate in what measure the proposal of the United 

States may be of assistance to the Government of Switzer-

lan j in disposing of this phase of the refugee problem, 

the Legation holds itself in readiness to communicate the 

substance of such comment to the Depsrtment of State. 

The Legation avails itself of this occasion to 

renew to the Federal Political Department the assurance of 

its highest consideration. 

Bern, March 22,1944. 

JKH/mjb 
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Department 

TELEGRAM SENT 

Date: March 24, 9 p.m., 1944 

No: 1825 

Code: ~ Charged t o : 

PARAPHRASE 

With reference to your 891 of March 18, I have 

handed M. Pilet-Golaz a note informing him appropriately 

in the premises. As directed this has also been communicated 

to the Zurich Consulate General and other Consulates. 

l. 'M. Filet, after reading my note and stating that 

he woulj make reply, pointed out that children refugees 

were permitted to enter Switzerland. Also he recal l ed 

the continuing desire of the Swiss to receive the children 

tor purposes of rehabilitation. Reference was made by 

him to Mr. Dinglefoot's proposal that asylum be given 

to 100,000 children, and to request of the Inter­

national Government ComDiittee for Refugees on behalf 

ot the British and American Governments that the Swiss 

endeavor to obtain permission from Vichy for permission 

tor them to come to Switzerland and/ or exit permits for 

5,000 children. As regards financial assistance, Mr. 

Filet believed this was not needed. Cotton, wool, et 

cetera for clothing, except shoes, might be required. 

~ister Stucki had taken up matter of permission from 

Vic~ and would report results of his efforts upon return 

here in a few days. Oppostiion from the German side 

waa to be expected, as indicated by pas t experience . 

2. Statement by a reliable authority in welfare organiza-

tion who is familiar with the general problem of child 

refugees in SWitzerland tl'Bt subject to confirmation 

he estimates the number of less than 100 refugee children 

who have arrived in Switzerland from France to date 

eince January 1, 1944. 

lt seems doubtful, moreover, whether there will be 

a possibility of filling more than lesser percentage of 

quota allotted for present quota year, unless facilities 

'far clandestine movements can be improved in France. 

I.H/JKH/llk/m:Jb 
Para. 1n single ooPJ 

H.ARRI SO N,EClA SIFTED 

State Dept. Lett r, l·lt·p2 2 S 1972 
OyTtJ P f't S 
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DEPARTErf.ENT POLITI QUE FEDERAL 

Division des Interets etrangers 

B. 55.47.ll.- SW. 

ad No. 1580 

Le Departement politique ~ederal a eu l'honneur 

de recevoir la note verbele de la Legation des Etats-

Unis d'Amerique du 22 mars 1944 relative a l'octroi 

de visas d 1admission aux Etats-Unis d'enfants re-

fugies en Suisse. 

Le Departement poli tiq ue n ' a pas manque d' in-

former les services federaux oompetents de celles 

indications contenues dans la note de la Legation 

Etats- Unis qui sont susceptibles de les interesser. 

Le Departement saisit cette occasion pour renouveler 

Legation l ' assuranoe de sa haute consideration. 

Berne , le 30 mars 1944 . 

Legation des Etats-Unis d ' Amerique, 

Berne . 

I 
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED 3 
Department Da t e : ! arch :n, 12 p . rn . , 19<.4. 

No.: 1089 - Received : A 11 1 3 pr , p . rn. 

Paraphrase 

Refer to Department ' s telogram no. 891, ~arch 18. 

Follo ing is from the mr Refugee Board for the 

hlinister . 

Department requests you irnediately to inform 

St er nbuch , Reigner , Saly V~yer and other representatives 

of American ,elfare Agencies in Switzerland of the 

availabi lity of appr oximately 4 , 000 United States visas 

tor r efugee chi ldren unuer 16 years of age . You should 

stres s th~ f act t hat i t is impor tant that such represen­

tatives t r eat thi s information strictly confidenti a l. 

HULL 

/nt 

lD triplica te 

' IW TA 

DP. I WIF.D 
ll-72 

SEr 1972 

Berne . 
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED 

Depa:-tcent 

... Date: March :n, 12 p . m., 1944. 

No.: 1090 

Received: ~· 11 1 4 .apr , p . It. 

Paranh.Dase 

The following telegram is from the ffir Refugee 
Board for Minister Harrison. 

De artment r equests you to inquire of the appro­
priate Swiss authorities whether they feel that their 
present negotiations respecting the immigration from 
France for refuge in Switzerland of J"ewish and other 
children would be aided by sir.ilrlr approaches by the 
Governments of Portugal and Eire. The Bourd v, ill 
consider the wisdom of this Gov~rnment ' s r e questing 
the Portuguese and Eire Governments to associate 
themselves with the Swiss approach if the Swiss Govern­
ment believes that such approaches by the Governments 
of Portugal and Eire would be helpful and would not 
embarrass their own efforts. 

You are requested to report by telegraph the 
results of your inquiry . 

.HULL 

/nf 
In triplicate 

Berne . 
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To: Department 

Code: 

DEPA..tlTE:I.ENT P0L!.T I QUE FEDF.RA T 
n ; .. .c ... .t - - .;. 

TELEGRAM SENT~ 

Date: April 3 , noon, 1944 

No: 2045 

Charged to: 

PARAPHRASE 

Reference your 1089, March 31. 

E.xpedi tion of' your action on my telegram 1754 of '-
~arch 22 would be of assistance to all o£ us here (\ 
and would enaole us to better correlate our efforts. 
Imonnal notification has already been given to Riegner, 
Lowry and organi :~ations interested in movement of refugee 
children from France. The Consul General is convening 
consuls today at Zurich to organize and simplify routine 
of visa issue, which will be worked out with the assistance 
and cooperation of welfare groups ~. 

JKH/mjb 
Para. in single copy 

~· 

HARRISON 

DF.:CI.AC:STFJFD 
Sl:ale T>~pt. l..Gttu, 1·1l·72 

fly R. H. 111rl:6 Date~ 2 j 19 72 
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To: 

Cod e: 

Copy 
hs 

TELEGRAM SENT 

Department Date: - April 6, noon , 1944 . 

No: 2123 

Charged to: 

Paraphrase. 

USUttGENT 

Folloning from Consul ate General, Zttrich . 

On April 3 a conference of visa o~ficers from the 
Basel , Ber n and Geneva Consulates was held here . If no 
objection is perceived by the Department, it is proposed 
t o facilitate the issuance of immigra tion visas to refugee 
children r ef er red to in your 891 of March 18 , 3 p.m . , 
t o the Legation i n Bern, on the production of the evidence 
which follows ~ 

1. A statement from the Federal Police of Switzerland 
which s hows t he date and place of entry into this 
country . 

2. A birth certif i ca t e, or, if this is not available , 
the inclusion in the above statement from the 
Feder al Police of the pl ace and date of birth 
as g i ven on entry i nto Switzerland (the Swiss 
Federal Police are very cooperative and will give 
such statements r eadily). 

3 . A medical ce rt if icate from a doctor approved by 
the Consul ate . 

4. Three photogr aphs . 

5. A passport or, if availabl€ , other travel documents ; 
otherwise not. 

6. $10 fee. 

Upon re-issuance onl y photographs and f~es ~ill 
required . It is expe ct ed that r efugee organ1zat1ons 
present pr acti call y al l children to the Consulate s . 

be 
will 

It is reported by Dr. Donald Lowr i e of t he 
n ·I " 

St ll· , H l lt-72 

II\' It H. Parka DRte_jif_ 2 5 1912 

Y.fl .C.A. 

who 

- · 
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who is on the committee of refugee organizations in 
Switzerland, that since January 1, 1944 about 120 refugee 
chiJdren under 16 years of age have entered this country 
from France, and that the most optimistic estimate is 
that before June 30 less than 1000 more may enter . 
Dr . Lowrie reports that the Swiss authorities have been 
most cooperative and last November agreed , in a confiden­
tial manner, to accept 1500 unaccompanied children but diffi­
culties on the French side of the frontier have increased 
greatly. Due to the strictness of the German border control, 
it is most unlikely that any children will come in from Germany . 
The Swiss, Dr . Lowrie says, also confidentially agreed in 
FebruarJ to allow "passers " with children to remain for 
24 hours in Switzerland and that it is not certain as yet 
that the Swiss will r equire American immigration visas 
for these children . So far none have applied. 

HARRISON 

SEWfnf 
In quintuplicate 

Copies to Consulates (Basel, Bern, Geneva,Zttrich}. 

Berne. 

\ 
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~ 
I' 

1 
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DEP~~TL.iENT POLITIQUE PEDERAL 
Di ·ision des Affaires Etrangers 

Berne , le 6 avril 1944. 
rt.on char Ministre , 

Au cours d 'un de nos derniers entreti~ns, vous 
vous etes interesse au sort de la demande que le 
Comite intergouvernemental pour les refugies nous 
a adressee au debut de l ' annee . Il s ' agissait de 

determiner si les autorites de Vichy seraient disposees 
a laisser franchir la frontiere a des enfants de parents 
deportes et menaces a leur tour de la meme mesure . Les 
Gouvernements des Etats-Unis et du Canada avaient, en 
effet, renouvele leur offre d ' accueill ir respectivement 

5000 et 1000 enfants de cette categorie . 
Je crois vous avoir de ia dit que notre Legation 

a Vichy avait ete chargee de poser la question au Gou­
vernement franqais et que les perspectives d ' une reponse 
favorable paraissaient devoir etre tres incertaines. 

Nous venons malheureusement d'etre informes que, 
malgre les efforts de M. ~tucki, la decision du Pre­
sident Laval etait negative. Aucune explication ne 
nous ayant ete fournie, je ne suis pas en mesure de 
vous indiquer les motifs de ce refus. 

Nous nous faisomnaturellement un devoir d ' in­
former le Comite intergouvernemental de oe qui precede, 

afin qu ' il puisse a son tour renseigner le Gouvernement 

des Etats- Unis et le Gouvernement britannique, qui 
avaient conjointement inspire cette initiative. 

Ce faisant, nous recomma1 derons, dans 1' interet 
meme de 1a poursuite par la Suisse de la contribution 
qu'elle s'efforce d ' apporter au soulagement des sour­

frances engendrees par la guerre, que sa demarche et 
la reponse negative dont ella a ete l'objet scient 
rigoureusement soustraites a toute publicite, aussi 

bien en Amerique qu ' en Angleterre. 
croyez, je vous prie, mon cher Ministre, s mes 

sentiments de haute c onsideration et de cordial devouement. 

Son Excellence (signed) BONNA. 

Monsieur Leland Harrison, 
Ministre des Etats-Unis d'Amerique, 

~· 
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Bern, April 24, 1944. 

Dear Mr. Woods : 

The Legation "oula be glad t o 1 earn what progres s 

has be en made in the issue of immigration visas t o 

children coming from France, having reference to previous 

correspondence on the subject. Should you have in 

pros pect a telegram to the Department, or i~ you have 

already reported thereon, a copy of such a telegram 

would suffice for our purposes. 

Sam E. Woods, Esquire, 

Sincerel y yours, 

J . Klahr Huddle, 
Counselor of Legation. 

American Consul General, 

Zurich. 

Jlll/lljb 
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED 

From : Department Date : •.pril 27 1 9 p.m. 1 

No: 1459 

Code : - Received . April 28, 2 p .m. 

P/,RAPHRASE 

Telegram No. 5 from the •tar Refuree Board. 

For I inister P~rrison and McClelland. 

Please refer to your telegram No. 2315, of April 14, 
1944 . 'ith reference to the first paragraph o~ your tele­
gram, we would appreciate clarification as to whether the 
second aoproacb of the SWiss Government to Laval will con­
sis t of formal request for exit permits for ch~ldren or re­
quest that children be permitted to go to Switzerland for 
t emporarv sojourns. The information requested above is 
necessary inasmuch as the "far Refugee Board is planning 
request to Eire and ~ortuguese Governments for parallel 
act ion in view of non-objecti~n on the part of U. Pilet­
Gol a z. The proposed second approach of the Swiss Govern­
ment is obviously within the framework of the ori inal 
inter-gover~T!ental committee request for such action and 
is t herefor e desired by the Government of the United 
St a tes. The Boaru wi ll welcome any additional susbestions 
you may have for facilitating the emigration from France 
of orphaned and abandoned children subject to enemy per­
secution. 

V For l our information , you are advised that instructions 
have been sent to~nsuler officers in Spain and PortuBal 
tor iss uance of 1000 visas to children similqr to those 
transmitted i n the Department ' s No . 8911 of !~arch 18 . 
Canada and. Australia, as well as the a~opropriate American 
Republics are being approached with suggestions that they 
make simiiar offers to the Swiss Government to issue visas 
to children. 

FUlL 

D CIA SIF'Jr.O 
E l U I I 11-'72 

Bl 1 lL 1 • I to Sf p 2 5 1972 
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THE FOREIGN SERVICE '? ~ ' 

OF T H E ~ / 
Tel . to Department 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA Let . to Woods 5/11/44 

DO'ARTMENT Of" STATr ' 

l BER1, J 
4 

(c, ,\ "-IDM/ mjb 

~ERICAN CONSULATE GENERAL 

l'"Y 3 

------J ZUrich, May 1, 1944. 

Dear Mr. Huddle: 

With reference to your letter o~ APril 24, 1944, 
I have to report that there have been no developments 
regarding the issue of immigration visas to children 
coming f r om France since t he telegram which the 
Legation sent to the Department for the Consulate 
General on April 6, 1944. 

There have as yet been no applicants for such 
visas but the refugee organizations have been informed 
through Dr. Lowrie of the Y.M.C.A. of the possibility 
of obtaining them, and the Consulate General and the 
other Consulates in Switzerland ar e ready to issue them 
whenever there is a demand. 

One quarter of the quota numbers allotted were 
returned to the Department by cable on .A,pril 12, 1944, 
with a statement that no visas had been issued. Simi­
larly a second quarter of the quota numbers is being 
returned today. 

J . Klahr Huddle, Es quire, 
Counselor of Legation, 

American Legation, 
Bern . 

Sincerel y yours, 
For the Consul General: 
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Code 

TELEGRAM SENT 

Department Date Muy 3 , 5 p . m.' Hl44. 

No 28 1 0 - Charged to . ® 
Para12hrase 

Reference is made to the Department's no. 1459 
of April 2?, 9 p. m., and no . 5 of the .ve.r Refugee 
Board. 

In order to clarify the situation, I discussed 
with Minister Bonna the possib i lity of obtaining per­
mission for children to come to Switzerland. Minister 
Bonna said that it was his understanding that Minister 
Stucki, in approaching the French, had not restricted 
the request to exit permits for Spain only but had 
endeavored to obtain a general permission for the 
children to leave France, If this is so, permission 
to come to Switzerland would have been included. 
However, Bonna said that in order to be certain he 
would make inquiry of Stucki . Latter left last week 
for Vichy . It was also pointed out by Bonna that for 
some time now children had been refused permission 
to come for temporary sojourn (rehabilitation) to 
Swi tzerland . 

Developments in the matter will be reported by 
the Legation . 

HARRISON 

LH:mk:nf 
In duplicate 

By R f tl· 1 ~51972 
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CONSULADO 
DE LA 

REPUBLICA DE NICARAGUA 

186 .ld/r 

Mr . ~ac Lelland 

Am~rican Legation 

B e r n e 

Dear &ir , 

... 

IERNE, .ay 5th 1944 

According to the agr~~mt::nt wt made to- day y telt:lphone 
I have th~ ~dvantage to remit to you enclosed a copy 
of a cable I received yesterday from the !Jiniaterio de 
Relaciones Exteriorea in Hanagua . 

I have acknowledged rect::ipt of tnia cable to- day by wire 
and h1.ve aakt::d for telegraphic instruc-;;ions about the 
age:- limi t and whether visas can be delivered also to child1·en 
l ivi ng actuall y i n otht::r countries or only to children 
a l ready domicili ated in Switzerland . I will not fail to l~::'t 
you Lnow the result of this interventio • 

Enclosure 

Yours sincerely 

~:trt 
/ El \lice·C:Ji.S:tiCollb ic~u:a 

en Berna (Suiza) 



::; 
0 
0 

COMSULJ.DO 
DE LA 

UBLICA DE NICARAGUA 

BUHE, 

autorizolo visar paaaportea para entrar nicaragua 

hasta 100 ninos refugiados sin diatincion reliEion 

ni nacionalidad de acuerdo representante junta 

refugiados gusrra agregado legacion americana eaa 

punta mantenga validez visas hasta ser posible 

t r ansporte entre nicaragua y auiza = 
relacionee 
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La. citu t en dr :tiqu e aos enfiUlts jui!s cceu:-ant en Fr£.nc r. 1 ce ' 

ae B1 ~nvsr durant ces d rniers coia. Voici ~uelc sont sea c r c:t rec 

do::li.nc.z:rt.o : 

AVUtt 111 fiU&r n , en 1939 , on cooptait on Fr n~o our une popul tion 

juive de 24Q. CCO, en<iron 50. 000 enf~tc jusqu1a 16 ans (une at tlsti uo 

pr'cise n 1& .as pu etre tcblie p~rce uo le recense~ent effectue ar 

l 1Etat ne donnait p c lea indic tiona n~cesseires) . Per.1act 1 UJerre, 

c.·tec 1 1nrrh·ce des nifugiec ~10 Belgique et lea depcrtes d1 .llle~agr:e (Gur .a) , 

lo nombr e des Jui~s t 1e&t 'ecru juBGU1 L70.0CO, et celui des enfcnt s s •est 

elove u r oximativemer.t a 55.000. 
Pou:- juger coobien d 1 enfants jui!s jucqu 1' 16 e.ns soc:. r es:tes 

nc..'lt en Fr ance, il f ut tenir co:npte d!!s mouvc::1-ents suivr.nts: 

1" ont. pas donne suite a 1 1 exlgonce c!u couverne:Jent pour le recen­

s~ent jui! en 1940, environ 1/4 des enf t , ~oit 13 - 14. 000 

I>Gportos 

~gre~ion, refuge en Suisse et en Portub_, , 

ret our en Belgique 

~c - 22 . ceo 

8 - 8. 000 

41 - 4t- . CCO 

Des enf ants juifs enregistr 6s en 1940 par le gouvernement , ~l n est 

reate 11 · 14. 0CC. L' or gnnisc.tion CSE en E. place , cpr3s e.voi1 ct .... l'lge lr.•1r 

identiU, d..ms des familles et i nstitutions non- juivee, pres de A,;cc. 
L na1bre de ceux qui ont caches avec leure p~rents est ue ,. uc~ 

environ, 

ct celui des enfarts cc.ch.is avec leurs fc::;;dlles pe.r lsurs 

propres moyens est cvnlue approx~tivement • z. cco ou 3 . 000. 

I1ea ut r es continuant · vivre en Fr nee en r.yant conserv6 leur iden-

tite. 
Au fur et • meeure ~u 1 c.u~entent lea nrrestctions de Jui fs et que lea 

moyens d 1existence s 1epuisent, 1e nombr e d1 ~! ~t~ tombent · lu c~r~e des 
4 ~(; 1944 

ort:anisc.tions juives s 1 eL \ ' B· Ltt~ pr e:nie.a mo- . , 0.1 co!:lpt-!t une moyeru:e 

mcmsuelle de 2SO. La gWlde majcritt\ oo enf unta p1 cos d&r.:: los f £lmllles ou 

inetitutio ~/.l~ives , environ 9$ ~ - -- - -- - est eompos6e d ' enfcnte dont 

lea pc.rent.s out '·La doport6s. 



"'". 

nl~~ de 1 1 ~-~~v~tion inou:~ e ln terreur qui r.e s ' ~rrcte 

plus ni dev::nt lvs cdolt.sce:·-1-~, n ... devunt 1es petits, voire mw~ lee tcut­

~etits et .ui 0e~ renforcoe journolle~ent par l ' action ~es milicia~s _ui 

co:n:,rennent dee h~es de tous les militux au couran~ de la vie int6rieure 

des villes , vill~cee , bourgs et cccrts , le eauvetcge des enfantc juifs 

dovient un des problomes les plus angoisccr.ts de l ' heure. Des ordres 

d ' arrestation et de deportation in~ividuels sont lane's contra des enf~ts 

t~Ps ~e moira de deux ans et dec nourrisson~ litternl~ent crraches a~seins 

de l~rs m9reo , ~in d ' empecher 1& mefi nee vis-'-·ns dec policiers t pous­

f:ant ' 1 fu ito, ce sont dos fanmes, fonctio%J1l;.l..ires de 11::. Gest~:;po, qui sont 

envoyeos pbur proceder r.ux r rrestr.tions des enf'-llts . Gruce C. un systume 

raffine de del tion et de ~ortures, employe dans une egole mecur& p~r le 

Gest po et ln milice, des coll~ctivites entieres d ' enfcnts ant cte arretoes 

et deportees en bloc s::.ns qu ' il ..i ~. "'te possible d 1 c.. voir le moindre rensei­

Gnecen~ sur leur destin ulteriPur. D~ns les derni'res se~ine , 'e nonbreux 

edolescents ont ete fusilles SE~S ~tre forAe de proc;S de rnkni r~ que des 

f'emilles entieres ont ete extermin6es (Dordogne, CorrZlze, ...,.utc- Yienne , 

evenements du moi~ de mers 194~, S~voie fevr~er 1944). 

Une surveill8nce impleceble est cxercee centre les orga~~sutions GUi so 

char gent d ' 'vP.cuer lea enfan-~s menaces et contre las convois se dirigeartt 

vers le fronti're . Patrouillea frequ~,tes, limiars, chiPns speci~lement 

dreeses son~ 1 c~s contra ~~. 

•:eanmoins' le ffiQUVe1!1ertt d I evacur.tion (! dfi etre i11tensifie l$6 derniers 

te't!lps eu eg&rd att d nger martel pesant sur les pupillee des homes et cr ches 

~": lre enfc.nts domcurPe d ns le" fumilles . Cn n tcnte non se.ns un cert..in 

l suoc' s ~ reprelldre l ' eva.C'Jc..tio~ d ' t<.dolescents vers l ' Esp ... ~e. ~ ' effort 
ph~·s· .uc 6pu '!=: '1t. et l 1 obligo:~J.on den s~er pt.r une zono J.nterdite d 1 uno 

profondeur re 25 ~· 40 Ian limitE~ cettf' voie strictenent r..u."t jeunes de 18 ana, 

et encoro doiv' t -il" etre suffist..;c~ent resist "'ts. Pour lcs Ei r~ons jus­

~u · · 16 ana et las fillcttes cui noivent ~tre lv cu'n per convois, scule 

l n Sui&ee en"tr~> en ligno rle co:1pte. 

S•1r le oontingen·~ '" en!' nts , t.u nombre clo lCCl ' l5CO, dont l ' entree 

o. ct!S nr 6vue pour lee ?rocl- ins mois eur 111. b £ rl~ l ' ~·torisat.ion r· d 'r 1e 

.;u nois e ·' 'o'"mbr., 1943 cc:aport nt cor:r1e limite d ' ~I" .. lo e.ns pour lea 

et 18 !I rour lee flUes , J50 enf nt"' ant rri.v'c d•ma l P 'ric1o 
\ ... ti 11 e t c:- indre c;ue e t1 4 mci J.?.44. Le mOV'IOro n~ con nue . 



1 r; o ro 

ion pe U'"8 

pr evoir . 

8 l ' fl n 'e 1 ~'ttt- ion P• serrte r6sul ent i.!!'r 

n:"' .ues• 

l) n n'est o ~fie tio~ r~dic~o de 

+ on n .. it .... • o et p li -tstl tn r<.ncc, quo o co ... tirg rl; de l_?CO o 

puislle etre nt eil t . c:.s il n ' es . ~s douteu:>: qu- si cet e ven ... uc.l· t' 

heureu e se r S6 •• t .... , - Su sse con .. .:.nucr !~ sa llOlit 4ue d 1 accueil .,it­

Tis do ces nouv 1'-'.1~ r'-'u.-t.s d. ' onf:mts . -u n t&'l:du.nt, le ncobrc o enf ts , 

arri-tes en Su · osa depu · s le ler jun>icr 1944 dent 6c 7C ~ environ sont 

1s s eni"-:rts _coles, const.itue et co·1st.itu<~r ... po r longt.e:n,c e:1cc:-e t ~no-

ctu~ -rrives en Suisse entre ls mois d' ~~~ t 

d cc:-J-

eurs pnre!J .:;. 

" .2!::!!!!?- eu.-.:: len 

''port .. ticn ou 

l n di&pcs· t.:.on :im.i 1:nti "IS ~ ointe u 1 ' octroi deo ·ris~s ( ' enf~ts arrivis 

e 

dopu~s 1e l t.r jer.vier 1944) n'cv~~t pee la certitude d ' etro l:b'r< :.r .cuci 

a ce rl w1ts apr' s 1 ;::uerre, ' ' entree ult'r.:.eure " eni'e.nts ct l. 

do ceur. doj~ arr~vac r:squerai ~et.6 ~aapro~so. Il pnrui t par cons'~um1t 

confo:-c:e a l' interf.t des enfw:rts , que: pour£uit E...-,_~;.l''- :~. ant le meture de ·- -

ve"r r ep:-' se"!'ltee pnr l ' octroi 'e v :sa, · ' <itendrt. en · .1n6i'.ice tous '-te 

enfllllts nif'ugiee ~n Suisse r,u.i ne , ot , ,·ott pe.e rentrcr evoc leurs _rents 

ou l eur:; f e.::Ulles uc.ns leur pe.ys d ' origino ou d ' a(,! opt' on, quelle que t:oit 

l eur d~te 1 ' cntr ee on Suisse. 

3) .~fur et · ~ec-~re que 1es me ur t.. de parc"cut.:on et d ' ext~n-..linc.­

tion a -+ei1:71eni. leur bu' , ' ..... pro port ion ·P t.nf~ t.;s abt.;ndonncie panni les enfo.nto 

c.rri '1'-l'lt tn Suiss e auMe.,ter .:: !'rogresa_ve rt . Et<:nt donn' 1 '100lbre d ' enftmto 

il y c. l.iw de se ,l reo~ou~ r c'e l£Ur oort notuel et de leur pvssibilit6 

d I OmifTC.tion • 



l ' h ur actuelle, le n~bre 

:·s ' u ·tre- er pris dano leur enco .. ble. 



Bern, May 11. 1944. 

Dear Jlr. Woods : 

The receipt iD acknowledged of Mr. Alta~fer's letter 
of the ls t o:f .May, addressed to Kr. Huddle, which baa been 
turned over to me for answering. I hope to be able to talk 
to you personally in the near future about -chis whole 
question of immigration vil3as for refugae children at 
present in Siii tzerland, but in the· interim I should like 
to pass on to you the substance of a wire which we sent 
today to the State Department: 

Ho children have been presented to the Consulates yet 
to receive their visas for the following reasons. The 
organizations responsible for these children in SRi tzerland 
wish 11rst to conduct a thorough investigation of each 
child's case to determine eligibility for emigration to 
the United States. This began early in A?ril, and aims 
particularly at securing as accurate information as possible 
as to the Whereabouts of the child's near relatives. As 
soon as the examina-cion of the individual clises from this 
point of view is cornpleted, all children considered eligi t>le 
will be presented to our Consulates in S¥Yitzerland . 

Of all the refugee children at present in Switzerland, 
there are only between 700 and 1, 000 ¥Yho can be considered 
as eligible for our visas, primarily because they are 
children whose parents have either died, been deported, 
or nave disappeared. 

Between January 1st and .May 4th of this year about 
350 Jewish children tUlder sixteen have entered Snitzerland 
from Prance. About 90 per cent of these children are 

sam E. Woods, Esquire, 
American Consul General, 

:l.urich. 

abandoned, 
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abandoned, and are therefore oonJS1.dered eligible !or United 
States visas by the organization~ concerned . It is doubtful 
whether the number o! children who are able to reach Switzer­
land _rem !!'ranee by the first o! July, 1944, will reach even 
600. 

In vie"', therefore, o! the small over- all number o! 
refUgee and emigrant children at present in Switzerland 
eligible !or United States viso.s--ut maximum 1500, including 
arrivals up to Jday 4th--we have as~<ed the Department 1! 
it would no~ be posuible to oonsider our visas ae available 
to all ;these children rather than just to t'nose who have 
entered Switzerland since January let , provided o! course 
that this "ould be 1n harmony with our iJ:Iml1grat1on laws • 

With kind personal regards to you, 

Sincerely yours, 

RW/mJb 

Roe"ell D. McGlelland, 
Special Assistant to the 
American Minister. 
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~.EHFANTS PROVENANT DE FIUI.NOB: AR J/'ES E:N SUISSE 

depuia le ler janvier 1244 ?it It 1 '
4 

LOW 

POLAKIWICZ 

ROIT~G 

BA~ 

CYNGISER 

CYNGISER 

CYNGISER 

ROT!!.NBERG 
ST~NBERG 

STJ!:RENBERG 

i'Ll.JYENlffiANZ 

GO'ITESl.Wm 

GOTI'ESUANN 

LIWAK 

LORIA 

SCHNAPER 

TYRA!1GEL 

FELEUEOCK 

lEI 

WEIMAN 

SCH.UlTT 

SCHl~lTT 

BRAUCH 

SUSSKIND, 

SUSSKIND­

SUSSKIND 

J'REUND 

HEIER 

HKLER 

UN'IDR 

RAKOWER 

RAKOWER 

SZ'l'AINBERG 

VAN STRATER 

VAN STRATICR 

VAN S'l'RA.TJ:H 

Helen• 

Jacques 

Sarah 

David 

Paula 

~ax 

Iaidor 

Uargu•rih 

Bernhard 

Leon 

Raoh•1 

Alice 

Th•odor 

Flora 

Roger 

Janine 

Jean- Claude 

Fanny 

Marcel 

Lili!U'Ifl 

Daniel 

Renee 

C1nude 

~orgette 

Odette 

Sonia 

:U.Onique 

Nora 

Emile 

uathilda 

Raytu.ond 

Albert 

Jean 
Angeline 

Suzy 

Andr e 

6.1. 39 
7. 4. 42 
2.6. 37 
9. 7. 27 

19. 12.30 

26. 12. 35 
23. 4.41 
9. 2. 35 
28.4. 29 

12. 6.35 

4. 12. 36 

23. 7. 37 
4. 4. 39 

2. ) . 42 
19. 4.4o 

23. lo.42 

9.4.43 

22. 3.42 

4.8. 38 
29o3o38 

24. 2. 36 

15.4. 38 

26. 11.43 
18. 11. 43 
13. 342 

4. 2. 41. 
29. 12. 42 

7.8. 3l 
2 .11.41 

27 .8.31] 
21. 6. 3o 

12. lo. 39 

lo.3. 38 
2o . ll.34 

24..2. 38 
24 . 9. 40 

.... """' .( ";! t 

Nationalita Accompagne de 
parent• ou 
memtre de f'e.JIIi.ll• 

Polonaiae 

Belge 

Belge 

Pol on. 

Belg• 

B•lg• 
Belge 

Polen. 

Polon . 

" 
" 

B•1ge 

Belg• 
Franyaise 

Belge 

Franq. 

Pol on. 

Rilon. 

Pelon . 

Franq. 

Franq. 

Hongroise 

Fran9 . 

Hongroiss 
tl 

" 
Pelon. 

" 
" 

Tohequo 

Belt}!l 
Belge 

Belge 

Hollandaise 

" 

oui 

non 

oui 

non 

oui 

oui 

oui 

oui 

Oi.li 

oui 

oui 

oui 

oui 

oui 

oui 

oui 

oui 

oui 

oui 

oui 

oui 

oui 

oui 

oui 

oui 

oui 

oui 

oui 

oui 

O\li 

oui 

oui 

oui 

oui 

oui 

oui 
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OIR[ onON OENTRAI..E 

10, J.lUIS OU MONT·BI..ANO 

GJ•:NJ~VK 

JW/HH 

Char Mon si sur , 

Gnlt"C!t', I~ 
,,, "' J 3 01 

12 mai 

~onsie~r ~ . M&cClelland 
7 , rue des Chaud ronni&r~ . 

(, e n e v e . 

Comma oonvenu, nous voua adressons soue ce pli un 

r~sume statistique des anfants arrivs a ici durant la p ~riode al­

lant du ler janvier au 5 mai 1944 . 

~ous avons consign6 sur une feui l le a part las ca­

tegories d ' entants salon l ' annee d '!ge interesant lea disposi­

tions d ' emigration . Comme on voit , le nombre d ' enfanta gges de 

14 a 16 ans est assez eleve , de sorte que la question de la 

limite d ' age d ' emigration atteinte avant la date d ' emi gration 

se poserait si la plupart de ces enfante n' ~tai ent pea d'origine 

fran~aise . 

Cette derniere conatatat ion - proporti on elevee 

d ' enfants fran~ais eusceptibles de r~integrer leur pays permi 

lee enfants arrives depuis le ler janvier 1944 - conf irms le 

grand int~ret qu'il y a de tenter d ' e tenare le b ~nefice des 

visas americaina sur lee enfants arrives avant 1 944 . 

Il n •en est pas moine vrai que l e probl ema des 

enfants qui auront a t taint l'age limite avant leurs possibili­

t e s de depart touchers UD gYand nomUe d'antre- 9UX et merite de 

retenir toute l ' attention. 

Bien cordialemanf/ 
) 
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Enfants r efugies entree 
en Suisse s a ns parents• 

·periode du 1.1 au 5. 5. 
1944. 

(Ce tableau ne comprend 
que lea enfants pass e s 
par 1• Camp des Charmilles 

(Geneve) 

~ I 

t 

1 0.5.1944 

.::IFIED 

ed 

,;ies 

) 

)()0 

:i 

tcr, 1-11 72 

SEP 25 \972. 
By R. fL p ..rko Dnte 



(" TELEGRAM SENT 

"'"~Denal"bn.,n 
~;~ •• l,; _ o ..• "' - 1944 

~ ' - ~ -" ~ - I ( 1 I 

. ~A 1 lecnande Bel'g 4. Lux. Hollandaise Autr icbioune Hongr"" I 1 
Ne tional..ttE Fra n<;a i e e Po 1ona J.s• · ________ _ e r")'obeque. Apa t .ridea. :)o t a 1 ~ 
-----,------- __ ._ --- ----.-------- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- ------ ---- 1- 2 · Tt.~ 

1 1 2 I 
- ------- --- --- --- ~--. 

1942 2 1 1 2 
1 1 ~ , 1 2 2 4 

41 3 1 1 1 1 2 l 40 4 2 2 1 
l 1 1 1 1 2 2 4 

~3 6 ~ l 4 l 1 2 3 1 1 1 2 1 6 4 10 
5 1 1 2 I 1 1 1 8 5 13 

2 l 1 
: ~l b 11 g }g l 1 1 1 2 1 3 14 8 22 

12 
3 l 1 2 13 6 1 9 

35 9 11 7 18 1 2 
1 3 4 4 1 1 14 10 24 

34 1 0 1 0 4 14 2 2 4 2 1 .14 11 2 5 
1 2 2 1 n 11 6 12 18 1 , 1 1 1 j 4 .1 1 15 26 

12 1 0 12 22 1 1 1 1 IB 14 2 5 
13 6 6 1 2 4 3 7 1 1 2 1 1 1 1 1 0 23 

1 1 1 1 

~~ H 11 11 22 5 2 
A 1 3 1 2 3 

2 2 18 15 3J 
15 17 1 0 27 5 3 2 1 1 1 1 126 17 4} 

28 16 14 1 2 26 8 5 lJ 1 2 3 1 1 1 1 1 1 126 1 9 45 

~l n 1 2 3 1 1 2 1 3 3 4 7 
1 1 2 1 1 2 1 3 

:? 5 19 1 2 . 3 1 1 2 2 4 
24 2C 3 1 4 3 1 4 . . I 

---~------- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- - -- --- --- ----,_ ___ --- --- --- --- -- - --- --- --- ---
• • 0 23 95 18 31 21 52 9 10 19 5 11 16 3 3 3 3 2 2 4 1..5 a 21 189 147 336 

~ El • tl ID • - - -- 1----- - -- -- - - -
'4J Ill 1110 r. · ~ " 'Pi < 
El • ~ < a 

llt e oo 1on e : Gar I
1
ona 1 i: gr~ nde par ie ' La ubri qu e "apa ~rid 8 " 

2h e oo 1on e I Fil •• en ant f r he; a is oomt rend ega ~ eme nt 1 2 
3h e eo lon • : Tot t~ p ~ru e ns- ani's nts ~~~~ lltio nali 

on ao uis e et tera · nco na ona t1 Da1 te stu ind~ ou 
a r 

l'& iaa ion et ont nue . 
i ll' de parE n ts J trs n-

I ~· •• 



Charged t -o-: -code: 
pARJ\PliHAS'E 

Reference "Lega"t~on ' s 2123 Aprtl 6th, the follo~ing 
~ is ror ~~ and Visa Division from ~cclell•nd· 

..,_,"\,.,.w'\.AA reasons no visas na.ve oeen issued 

Annexa 

Garc;ons 

:h'illes 

rotal 

. - - _ ,.,._, n'1'~9IIi zations wnich a:re ~ ---~nt-children 

Jusqu ' a 13 
ans inclus 

109 

8b 

19 7 

10 
l. 

~~6 

14 a 16 ans 

70 

51 

----
121 

17 a l S ans l~ ana t.c 
au- deasw 

-
5 5 

5 3 

----
10 8 

BJl\. a rr.r·· . nato~ 

~ 

.... 

~ 

' ) 



U NION OsE if.-,y-•r • 
Gmt tlc', le 16 mai 

""'-~~ "' 
tN RP'\,." ftl" ~R fO 

TELEGRAM SENT 

To: Department Date: f«ay 16, 9 a.m., 1944 

No : 3107 

Code: - Charged to : 

PARAPHHASE 

Reference Legation's 2123 April 6th, the following 

is for WRB and Visa Division from McClelland. 

For the following reasons no visas have been issued 

to refUgee chil~ren to date. The organizations which are 

officially responsible for all refugee and emigrant children 

now in SWitzerland desire first to conduct a thorough 

investigation of each case to determine the eligii.>ili ty 

of t.,e child for emigration overseas . This was begun early 

in April and pa rti cularly aims at securing as accurate 

information a s possible concernin5 the whereabouts of the 

near relatives of' t he child . The organizations are concerned 

also-~~ the advisability of emigratin~ chiliren whose 

parents have been deported to the East but who cannot at 

the same time be considered as dead . In some cases there ­

fore the question arises whether it will not be advisable 

to plan for a waiting period af"ter the cessation of hostilities 

until it can be determined by various channels whether the 

parents are still alive in Europe . ~ubtless such waiting 

would be in Sld.tzerland and in this case the assurance of 

material assistance from overseas for the children here 

1fOUld be desirable. All children unequivocally eligible 

tor emigration to the United States can begin receiving 

tbeir visas as soon as investigation of individual cMses 

:fD:Ha this angle is completed. 

At present tt1ere are approximatP-ly 3500 refugee and 

..tcr,tmt children under 1 6 years of ag:e in Switzerland who 

January 1, 1944 arrived here . Between 700 and 1000 

...... 3500 chi ldren only can be considered as abandoned 

to death, deportation or disappearance of par~nts and 
in the first instance eligible for part of 

United States immigration visas . Not only the 

ar..-,izations but a lso the Swiss authorities desire . 

post-

8 

B.> R f p n t SEP 25 1972 
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post- war emigration possibilities especially for this group . 
The paramount concern of the Swiss in the 1·hole refugee pro bleo 
is assuraY}ces "tnat the number of refugees liable to renain 
on their hands after the war be reduced to a min1mum . Question 
which is vital from their point of view )1as an important bear­
ing on their whole Policy Yet-arding the adnission of adaitional 
refugees. 

About 350 parentless Jewish chilnren under sixteen 
have entered Switzerland clandestinely from France oetween 
January 1 and H,ay 4, 1944. Alon~ with parents or relatives 
about 125 more entered. Although th8 border ccntrol 
measures on German- occupierl side, particul arly in the 
Haute ~ voie area, are uecomJ ng increaslngly stringent 
tney cc.ntinue to an4 ive irree;;ularly in small l'·roups . k5 
all movements OI persLns are strictly controlled it is 
prot,ressi vely more difficult for organizations effecting 
rescue, primarily the Jewish ''Oeuvre de Secours aux Enfants" 
to brin5 children wi 1hin striking dist!:l.nce of the border 
on the French side. The Haute Savoie area is nov a "zone 
interdi te". hecently arri vea chilaren in the Geneva area 
were brought through the Departments of Ain and 3~lleg~r~e 
as a safer rou.:;e . This rescue work , with the com1ng m1ll tary 
operations, will naturally oecome rnore ai~ficul t than now 
if not impossible, a facto:,: in genera~ Hhl?~ will operate 
more against the arrival o~ refugees 1n Swlvzerland than 
the limi "ted swiss measures of "refoulement". ~t is doubtful 
~or this reason that the number of even 600.ch1liren. 
eligible for visas will be able to reach uwl tzPrlan•J oy 
July 1, 1944 from ~r~nce. 

Provided it would be in harmony ..-.ri th Ot•r ir:uni 7ration 'l bl 
laws would it not be possible to consider our vlsas a~ av~l a e 

to all children rather th~ ju~t.toft~~=es:~~lh~~!r!~1e~~bPr 
country since Jan':'-ury ~sth~~d;~~wa~ present in Swi tzerhmd 
of refugee and emJ.grr:n c . . . . , visas _ at a maximum 
eli ible for United States lmml~p: at~o\ 04 ~ A further reduction 
1500 , inclurlinc; arr~v~ls uphi~d;:; i~ the. fact that at least 
in the number of elll.?lble c e<l their 16th birthday by 
10 percent of them \7lll ha:'e. ~ss such as the aoove would 
December 31, 1944. ~' fo'ossl~il t~ncrete gesture by our ~;overn-
consti tute a valuable lf srn c iss re~'ugee problem after 
ment toward alleviation of the SH. ht d~sire to take .:;o 

the war and any other step~ we d~:~~ionul refugees would be 
persuade Switzerland to adnn t a 
facilitated. 

I 
BDII/m3b 
ta duplicate. 

HARRISON 
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•tL 23301 A 

l"n.r: NO 811.11 

THE FOREIGN SERVICE 

OF THE 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

AMERICAN CONSULATE GENERAL 

ZUrich, May 16, 1944. 

Dear l!r . McClelland: 

Thank you for your letter of May 11, 1944, 
regarding immigration visas for r efugee children 
in Switzerland. 

I am glad to know that you are taking up this 
matter and will be pleased to hear the results of 
your proposition to the Department that children 
who entered Switzerland before January 1st also be 
considered eligible for these special immigration 
visas. 

SiX-~~ 
American Consul General 

Roswell D. McClelland, Esquire .• 
Special Assistant to the Minister, 

American Legation, 
Bern . 

ocbft.c ht una·~---~--~-. 
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UN IO N OsE 

OI,.EOT ON CENTRAL.£ 

, .5. R UE OU MONT· BLAN C 

UEJ'< j,VB 

Gen~-re , Itt 
'f.L 2 33.01 

Uonsieur Ros ewell UcClelland 

B e r n e 

Oher Uonsieur McClelland, 

Nous vous envoyons ci-joint cepie de la 

lattre que noue avona re<iue du Consulat du Nicaragua. 

Avec nos meilleurs sentiments 

Annex e. 

0 C.h.t u nu 
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COESULA.DO 
ie ~a 

Cop'ie 

.derne 12 ai 1!?..;4 
REPUBLICA JE •ICA.~LLA 

jo 191 

union O. S . E . 
Direction Centrale 
15 rue du mont Blanc 
G'lneve 

Hocbgeehrta Herren 

In sofortiger Beantwortun Ih · teile ich Ihne1 hi d g rer v.e:rten Ze1.len vom 11 L.&i 1944 
galungen iet von m:fn~rch ergebenat mit,~ ~ea es mir tats~chlich 
e rhalzen fUr hundert ~~:gier~n£ in ~anBgua Jie Bewilligung zu 
oder Natio.nalitla " ~. e: o re Unterscbied dar Bel igion , .rlaase 
ich das Recht be~~Ei~I~~~ev~~en n~cb Ni?aragua auszustellen ,wobei a s h 

1 
881 s soa:¢he V1.sen an Kinder die sicb 111 

~r c we z oa~r a~awU:rts befinden ,auazustellen und ~naerseits 
dl.eselbe~ so lange in Kraft zu lelassen ,bi s eine 'ettektive Tr ans­
p1ordtru~gll.chkeit ana er Scbweiz nach ~icaragua vorhanden sein 
w r • 

GestUtzt auf ein weiteres Telegr amm meinerseits ermUcbtigte ~icb 
main~ .rleeierung,diese Ve r gUnstigungen aucn auf jugendliche Perso­
nen,zwiecL3n 16 und 18 Jahren auszustellen ohne dadu:rch Qie oben 
erwghnte Zahl von Bundert zu Ube:rsteigen . ' 

Die Viae.n warden ausgestell t im Einvernehmen mit dem zum FlUchtling~ 
attache aer amerikanischen Gesandschaft in ~ern e:rwHhlten Herrn 
rloswell &CClella.nd,frUher Genf nunmehr ir. Bern . 

Ich kan.n Ih.nen al.e e :rfra liche Mitteilung mechen dass gemHss bei 
mir a.ngels.ngten inoffiziellen Be:richten,&.uch and~re sUd-und zentral­
ame~ikani scnen Staayen,dieeem guten Beispiel je nacb deren Auf~~b wt­
fahigk~iten 10lgen wollen und we:rden. 

Wir h~ben una mit Her:rn Clalland in Ve:rtindung gesetzt und sind im 
P:rinzipe darUber sinig dass w1.r diese Visen vornehmlicb an Fersonen 
ausetellen die s1.ch in einer gefSh:rlichen Lage 1m Auslande befinde~ 
u1o die sen auf solcbe Weise die Ein:reise i.n die Schweiz zu e:rm~gli­
chen,woselbst sie abwarten k~nnten , bis eine Transportm~glichkeit 
vori:.anden sein wird. Wi:r horfen dass das Schweize:rische Bundesrat 
solch r~ Kindern, f UI die aomit die Ausreise wieder ga:rantiert ist, 
aucb d1.e Erlaubnis zur Ein:reise in die Scbweiz gew&bren wird . 

l

Andererseit s wgre die Aueetellung von Visen an Kinder,d~e sich 
bereits in der Schwiz befinden,unseres Erachtens eine Ve:rgeudung 
diaeen beute so r&ren Artikels . 

Selbstve:rstUfijlicb sino wir zu jeder Zeit gerne ba:reit Ibre Anre­
gungen und vo :racblSge ent gegen zu nehmen und diese in WUrdi~ung 
der beeondere:r steJlung Ihrer hochgeschUtzten u:r~anisa~100 ,J8Weilen 
in 6ibUh ren de C:r~gsun~ zu ziaben , 

Be w~re viailaicht sut wenn Sie sich mit ferrn Clelland in Va r bin­
aung eetzten warden. 

Mi t a~n beaten u:r Uesen und 
( Dr .B.Lifschitz) 

aller .J--· o cJJ,n.c b.t. un.c1-~-







From : 

Code : 

TELEGRAM RECEIVED 

Department Date: June 13, 6 p.m., 1944 

No : 2023 - Received : June 14, 8 

PARAPHRASE 

For McClelland from the War Refugee Board. 

No. 39. Reference is made to the last paragraph 
of your telegram No. 3107 of Uay 16, 1944. 

Inasmuch as the principal motivating force behind 
the authorization to issue visas was the encouragement 
that such authorization might give to the Government 
of Switzerland to_~rmit acceleration of the entry or 
additional children, the War Refugee Board reels that 
the issuance or visas to children who entered Switzer­
land prior to January 1, 1944 would not accomplish the 
purpose for which the visas were made available. Back­
ward revision of the January 1 date might assure the 
Swiss authorities that some refugee ohildren at present 
in Switzerland would not remain there after the war, 
but it would not focus the attention or the Swiss on 
the re~at1onship between the admission or additional 
children and the availability of American visas. 

Action parallel to that taken by the United States 
iD this matter is being contemplated by a number of 
Lat1D American governments. The War Refugee Board 
bDpea in the near future to furnish you with details 
et ott3ra to the Swiss from these governments which may 
p .. vide tor children who entered Switzerland before the 
4ate aentioned. Should it apnear with some clarity 
atter consultation with the Minister and the appropriate 
lwiaa authorities that t he movement or children into 
lw1tzerland would be accelerated by the issuance of 
~ ... to children who entered before January 1, please 
1atora the Board. 

With reference to the Legation's telegram No. 2810 
ot MaJ 3, please advise ua whether Minister Bonna has 
reoeived an7 additional information with regard to the 
efforts of Minister Stucki at Vichy. w~ 

Stat Jlc • Lottar, 1·11•11 

HULL By a IL Flirts nateS E P 2 5 19 72 

Ia fluad.ruplicate/re (" .oo-h '- Pr 
------~~--------~~----~---r 



UNION O.S.E. 

DIRECTION CENTRALE 

1.5, RUE OU MONT·BLANC 

GFJNi!JV.ID 

LG/RC 

c 

Cher Monsieur McClelland, 

Geneve, le 
TEL. 2.33.01 

13 juin 1944. 

Monsieur Rosswell McClelland, 
7, rue des Chaudronniers , 
Gene va. 

Nous nous permettons de vous envoyer ci-joint 
notre Table No 2 des enfants entres en Suisse sans parents du ler janvier 
au 7 juin 1944. 

Veuillez croire, cher Monsieur McClelland, a 
!'assurance de nos sentiments les meilleurs. r(_) 

--Al'lnexe. 

..r~...~ ~ ~ u -\.<.~ ~ ! ....... 1171""7 ~ if . 
Ill'~,;""''" . ... . 
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I Uo 2 • 

Enfants entree an Suisse, sane parents, 

• entre ls ler janvier et l e 7 juin 1 9 4 4 • 

==:=======~==~-==::2=:~=;===~=~::===== 

Juaqu ' a 14 - 16 17 - l.B 19 ana et Total 
13 ana au- deaaue 
inclue 

0 
~ 

Franc;e.ie (*) G 122 65 5 
(1) 83 

7 199 
F 46 12 5 146 

T 205 111 17 12 345 

Po1onais G 17 32 1 50 
F 13 19 6 1 39 

T 30 51 7 1 89 
~ 
~ 

Apatrides G 14 7 21 
d'origine F 7 7 7 1 22 
all elllaiide ct: 
autriohienne T 2l 14 7 1 43 

Apatrides G 13 12 2 1 28 
d 1 origines di- F 8 8 7 23 
verses et de T 21 nationalita 

20 9 1 51 

indeterminee 

Divers G 7 5 3 4 19 
(2) F 12 8 2 22 

T 19 13 

I 

5 4 41 

Totaux G 173 121 11 12 317 

F 123 88 34 7 252 

T 296 209 I 45 19 569 

!>0 

(1) Une grande partie des enfauts fre.nc;e.is aont nes de parents etrangers. 

(2) Ho11ande.ia, Belges , Luxembour geoi a, Hongrois, Tch&ques, etc. 

(*) G .. ga~ons F .. rilles T = t otal. 



From : Department Date : 

No: 

Received : 

PARAPHRASE 

1, noon, 1944 
(Filed July 3) 

2236 

July 4, 

Department I B :No . 891 u.arch 18 to Bern. 

The pr ovisions mentioned 1n telegram under 

r efer ence, relative to the issuance of immigration 

vi sas to refugee children, are extended t o July 1, 

1945. Consulate General Zurich 1s allotted, for 

issuance July through October , the following non­

preference quota immigration numbers : Ger~an 609 

to 3008; Belgi an 31 to 200; French 83 to 382; Polish 

162 to 761; Czechoslovak 63 to 312; Netherland 81 to 

360 . Twenty- five per cent per month. A further 

allotment wi l l then be made . Please keep the 

Department i nformed regarding developments . 

Inform consuls. 

In sextupl1cate 

re 

HULL 

n t r 
SUit D 

By n. Llnrb D to SEP ~;) 1972 

--. 





set.-..rejz(l'J• llil.-. werli. fiir Ernig. antenldndei· 
( o .-\fi' !'lui ij(': d 'aide aux enlaut8 d 'cmlgres ..., 

TELEGRAM SENT 

To : Department Date : July 6, 5 p.m., 1944 

Code: -

No : 4297 

Charged to: 

PARA.mRASE 

Reference Department's 2023, June 13. 

Following ror WRB from McClelland. 

Irrespective of availability of overseas emigration 
visas the Swiss 8.1 thori ties have always penni tted entry ICJ 
of refugee children from France (in principle boys to the 
age of sixteen and girls to the age of eighteen). 

With reference to the Legation's telegram 3107 of 
~ 16, the suggestion embodied therein that our United 
States immigration visas be made available to all eligible 
retu.gee children at present in Switzerland rather than 
only to those who have entered the country since the first 
of January, this year, was motivated by the belief that 
assurance that a certain block of refugee children would 
not remain here after the war would encourage the SWiss 
to admit additional adult retugees. 

Approximately 505 refugee children under sixteen years 
w1 thout parents have entered Switzerland from France between 
'the date January first and June seventh. The smallness of 
tibia number is due to the disturbed situation in the Haute 
Savoie and Jura regions along the frontier between SWitzerland 
and Prance and particularly to the disruption in France of 
all regular transportation. These factors make it very 
ditfioul t to bring children up to the rrontier and will 
UD4oubtedly continue to do so to an increasing degree. The 
tempo at which these children arr1 ve is primarily determined 
by these factors • 

HARRISON 

DECLASSIFIED 
Stnt Pep I.ctt ~"· lS·l~;~~ 2 5 1972 

By R. 11. P~~rka PIIUI~,;_::..;;,;_ 



RP-,!)ly A/11 l'IDI/mjb 

Sch,.·eize•• lliL~werk fiir Emig.~antenkindet• 
Co.-tcf "uJ.,,.f' d 'aJdt- aux enlancs d'emlgre8 

To: 

Code: 

For R!l.~ 

TELEGRAM SENT 

Department Date : 
July 15, noon, 1944. 

No: 
"530 

Brom Charged to: 

Cen ous of refugee children at present in 
Switzerland for whom overeeao 6m1grotion is desirable 
aft r the war, including those who have arrived both 
before .-nd oinoe January 1, 1944, now complete. 
Orgoniz~tions entrusted ~ith chlldron are beginning 
second stage involving careful selection children 
based on vnrious countri es of destination. Under­
standabl e Op.POS!tion is being encountured, howover, 
ar..ong older children. many or whom do not , ish to 
l eave Europe unt i l in posse~sion more precise informa­
t ion fato their deported parents . Ex~ected that 
'4 thin two months or~anizations will start presenti ng 
ch i ldren to our consulates for special u.s. immigra­
tion visas . Total number will ~robably not exceed 

) 500. Unfortunately ava lability these visas lllis been 
iDle i nfluence only s lightly arrival mor6 children 
from France !or reasons previously outlined. 

Hn.RRI ON 

ROM;nf 

Copy to RD¥ 

r/1 ~ J Ce.. 

~ 
\.\ 

~ .... 
( 

~ 

I~ 
,.) 

lq 



. 'dt ,.-eizcr llil. "'erk fiir Emig.:·antenkinder 
(o 

•1: 8.1~ cf'aJd~ au..- ~afant~ d'balc.re 

, , w a -r n • • ~ T L, 1 1 11' "' ' ' - - • .I ,... - • t - • • • • S fit T ~I r • Ia e a 1 0& 0 e 

. .,. 
TELEGRAM SENT 

To: Departzn.ent Date: Ju:y 15, 1 p . ~ •• 1944. 

No: 4533 

Code: - Charged to: 

PAraohrase 

Referring to the Legation' s 4530 of today ' s 

date, please see Legation's 429? of July 6 and 

the Department ' s 2236 of July l. 

From McClelland for the Visa Division and 

WRB. 

HARRISON 

RDM:nf 
In duplicat e 

Copy t o RIJ,l 

DFCL IFIED 
State Dept ~tter, l·~·(i:> 2 5 i972 

:By R. D. Pub D"te-

0 



- , ... tl.., 

Sm,.·eizer llil ... we rl< fur Emig .... antenkinder 
Co tf . ui!MM' d'ald~ au' f!'nfanttt d'~m1p~111 
llo' :O..TA .. I_,Tf.l) ,f. • f l•rl dt"al tr allt" S6, Tf'lf'plooa TOIOO 

To: 

COPY 
hs 

Department 

TELEGRAM SENT 

Date · July 26 , noon, 1944 

No : 4775 ( No . 1309 t o London ) 
Code: - Charged t o· 

PARAPHRASE 

Reference Department's 2351, J uly 8 and London 's 
198, July 1. Following has been re peated t o London . 

. A reply has been received from the International 
Comm~ttee of the Red Cros ~ on Jul y 21st with reference 
to the proposal that ICRC approach the German Gover nment 
with r eference to the willingness of the Government of 
Sweden to receive refugee childr en fr om an~· part of 
Europe controlled by Germany. In substance, the reply 
states as followss 

"Since the Hungarian Government as a result of steps 
taken by trn International Committee nas just given 
assurance that certain c ategories of Jews would be per ­
mitted t o leave Hungary, am one; them a.ll children under 10 
years of age, we consider that action such as you have 
suggested should now be undertaken. With the importance 
of the whole problem in mind, we are approaching the 
Government of Germany as well as of Sweden and certain 
other neutral governments. 

"It is understood from information received from 
the IAsgation of the United States on July uth that the 
Government of the United States considers that the I nter -
national Committ ee should select the children . This 
proposal requires very careful consideration because 
ot the various technical diff iculties and great responsibi l ity 
involved as is known to the American and British Gover nment s. 
The ICRc: however, will report the results of its examination 
ot this particular problem as well as the answers which 
may be received as a result of its approaches to the 
various governments." 

HARRISON 

JIH/mjb 
I n single copy Dl CI..ASSTFIF.I1 

State D<J.I 1 r, 1 11-7:11 

By R. 11. Parks Datc...s.££.-P 5 l9 72 



Roply 8/ll Rll!/rnjb 

Sm,.·eizer OiL. werk fiir Emig • .rantenkinder 
(:0 tf. aJMte d'alde aax enl'ants d'eJDl¢8 

ZE~TRAL TELJ~E: Clar14eaolrao~, T•lrplaaa TOIOO 

!t,,,..,.,., .... ,.. ••• t5- J a t 1o , , 

M••••• / Mlllwo<"la f f'rell•• ---

(f)·· 
BERN ,. •. 58 

Be trifft: 

e' .r e h.r 

2 ' 

ZOR I CH, deD 5. 8 . 

Scbwelzor Hilftwork fOr Emigrantonkinder 

... ol 



9 5f d 

®Bem, August 11, 1944 . 

Dear Dr. Sutro: 

I acknowlerlge receipt of your lettar of the 5th o! 
August rege.rding the :p.L-occdure for the selection of abandoned 
childreu for .hom emigration tc the Uni "ted States will 
probably be desireo . I quite agree with you this is a 
difficult question which cannot be solved satisfactorily 
until probably after the cessation of hostilities in Europe. 

I uhould be happy to talk to you cJbout this whole 
matter when yr:PJ. retun1 from your vacation, and may quite 
possibly be in Zurich early in September. I should 
appreciate it if you r.otud telephone me at roy office 
in Bent, telephone number 30914, between Tuesday after­
noon and Friday evening of any week, so that we can 
arrange a meeting. 

Sincerely yours, 

Roswell D. cClelland, 
Special .Assistant to 
the .American Minister. 

Dr. Hetti Sutro, 
Co~it6 3uia3e d'aide aux enfants n 'emiGTes, 

Claridenstraase 36, 
Zurich. 

. 
1-' 



TELEGRAM SENT 

To : Department Da t e lloTomber 17 1 19'" 

No. . 7589 

Oode : Clear - NLT Charged to: 

For WRB from McClelland. 

Department's 891, Karch 18 3 p .m. 

I have recently been approached by 

organizations responsible in Switzerland for 

oare of refugee children which are anxious to 

know whether 4
1
000 US immigration visas authori­

•d in Department r s wire under reference will 

•till be a.Tailable a:tter the war. 

Any information you could secure con­

oerning this qaestionwould be appreciated. 

HARRISON 

JmlloO. 

!& qa/llth:ap~1oaba. 

L-t.. 
In ~plicate to files 



From : 

Code: 

v~-v4 
" ~/( 

TELEGRAM RECEIVED 

Department Date : November 29, 4 p .m., 1944 
No : 

Received : 

WRB No . 2 92· For McClel land. 

Lega~ion'a 7589 November 17. 

4027 

Novemb~r 30, 8 a.~ . 

I ~ v ~ 'vi Author1~at1on to which you r efer was given 
~~ -y.~ tor the purpoae ot encouraging Swiss w1ll ingneaa 

~,., ~.., to rece1Ye retugee children by concreta U. e. action 
~~-~~ aaaur1ng their evacuation. Accordingly , the 
~~- ~ autbor1&at1on will remain 1n effect as long aa 

~ ~ j DeHII&rf to influence Swiss action with respect 
~~ ~~ to re~e children aeeking admission to Sw1tzerlend 

to ••~ape enemy persecution. Whether i n order to 
aoo01p11ah th1a purpose it will be desirable to 
ooa,1aae the authorization tor a period beyond 
the 't.e when tl1gbt from enemy peraecut1on 1s 
ae .. aearr, ia a matter on which the Hoard would 
appreo1ate your views . 

a~l&at1on are aubJect to the aasuranoes with 

1 
Of course, V18&8 issued pursuant to this 

.. ~••' to replacement contained 1n Department's 991 
lluoh 18. 

STETTINIUS ACTING 

to tilea 



• © 
Bern , December 0 , l.~. 



' 

Bern, December 8 , 19-W. 

Dear Jlademoieelle Hohel"J!Uth: 

I beli&Te tho.t · on the last occasion tho.t we saw eaoh 
other I told 701t thnt 1 on tho request of 11r. Gurn.c of the 

am, I had oablod to BBhington aaking whether the 4000 
u.s. IJmi&r&tion Visne for refugee oldl.dren who entered 
SwitSRland troa Pranoe (and aloo fr01:1 ~) on or after 
Jf11D1tJr'f 1 , 19« would otUl be valid after the l'mr that is 
that the whol.e •b1oo• en pr1.Doipe woU.ld hold. The 'war 
Refllsee Board, as I somewhat expected , cabled back that 
the origiDal parpoee of these Tieaa h8d been to eDOOUJ"age 
Bwitserland to reoein on her territory- refugee ch:Udren 
wbo were 1Jl damger of deportation 1n IPranoe. The inference 
troa their wire wae that once hostilities with Gc~ were 
onr aD4 the dtmger of deportation no longer existed , these 
n.. wCIIlld 1Jl all probability be cancelled. At the oome 

U.. tile 'IRB oalled to 1f13 attention that o.rzy chUd who had 

z-MeiT84 a n• aJl4 who was still under 16 years of age 
•p~isas ~ed or replaced up to a period 
oer theeriii!iiition of bOsti.l.ities between 
tM VDited States and German;y, or until Stlch time as trans­

portatiaD tac111t .ies to the tmited States boom S\rltzerl.Lmd 
were SYail.ab1e. In the light of this information as well 
u of tile pou1b111t,' that all these Tioas might ~e cancelled 
aftG' tM war, would it not perhaps be the better part of 
wt..a• ~ thi SREX aDd the OSE and arq other com:petent and 

~ •gaaisations to at least present those children 
fill- .._ tMre 1a little dwbt that you will won't the1:1 to 

.. te Mlilfta tar their U S rtsas J!fore the end of the 
:llii'MII£:1!. At l.e~ • theseffien wOUid liiive Tioas 
-- - _ Hl'lft'ed; aDd whether the child actuall.Jr uoed 
._ ft.- ...U be &DOther question. 

I Wl"l'te th1a to 7CJU. 1n the natu.ro ot a personal ..,...t• • this whol.e questi011 as I feel. it might be 
aaa ~tor J'OU. to th1Dk this •tter "er with yaa.r 

"ft'DTsa. I llh0'11.14 be haPPJ' ' of cggrse ' at o:rq time to 
.. ....w1ti17CIIle 

Wttll ldD4 peraCIII&l regards , I sa, 

Terr dDCerel.J' yours • 

0 ,. 




