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of September lst from Mr. James to Mr. Mitchell

Last Fall I was approached by the Committee
requesting permission that it be authorised to use a small
number of Ameross standard food parcels which it had pur-
chased from us for a despateh to be made to soms 50 idu
loeated in several concentration camps in Germany.
1 cabled Washington asking for your opinion on the matter
ceived a reply that under existing regulations of both the Min
and the Board of Economic Warfare, such utilisation could not b
authorised, unless these individuals were in camps in which the
internees were considered as definitely assimilated under the
Geneva Convention.

The Committees has been for some tir
question of possible aid to internees of various nati
concentrat ion camps where internees cannot be considered
lated, smd has succesded in forwardi arcels to i
verious concentration camps. The foodstuffs containe
ages were purchased in gwitzerland and financed through
SOuUrces.

by the
is first despateh,

receipts obtained for the
50 parcels despatched, which the Committee prepared at my request.

I attach hereto a memorandum just ven me
Committees concerning th lts cobtai

together with photostatic cop: of

Purther, I attach a large photostatic copy of one
receipt which is particularly interesting, in view of the fact
that a relative of a signer lives in Genmeva and has recognised
the signature on the receipt as authentiec.

a great deal
and so forth

As you know, the Committee is
of informstion concerning es, nationalit
of thousands of these peo in concentration camps, and conceraning
the ultimate dest ion of thousands of individuals who have
been deported fromw homes the occupying powers.

sined from the forwarding of a few
give some information, however,
of individual cases.

haveé gone

parcels which
in respect of a certain nu

While the results obtained in securing
receipts from two thirds of the individuals to
Committes,

sent is, in the opiniomn of t
pointed out that evem better results might have
some 8 or 10 packages had not Deen forwarded as
actual prisons.

hersto the re
Committes

I attacl
xretariat of the

v .‘N.’%‘Mmm-—w.w.
e b -



COMITE INTERNATIONAL DE LA CROD -ROUGE

Ref: .?Eg;{i Gemova, August 24th, 1943

Despateh of stondard food paresls to eoncentration

camps and prisoms.

The Internstional Cocmittee of the Rad Cross has persistently
endeavoured to inelude foreign civilisn unrisoners, intermed in
Germen concentretion emps, in the sphere of its activities. These
priscpers are mainly notionals from occupied territories. Simes the
provisions of the Oeneve Comvention on Prisoners of far do not, in
the epinion of the Germen suthorities; cover this class of prisomers
¥e are mot - with esrtain exceptions - gronted sccess tgleoncentrs-
tion esmps; similarly, me lists of memes are eorsunicated to us.
ding to relisble ‘nformetion, howeve ry thege prisonsrs are in ux
pesd of addifionsl food end we consequently de it our duty to @
this need for the sarnest considerstion Govermments ¢ 16
Hational Red Cross Societies comcermed with a view to f rvarding t
these eivilian prisoners standard food ;
received by prisomers of wer snd persons
The premission for prisoners in comeen
pereels has already been secured from
Germenr, subjeet, however, to the cor
ned were not inte d on @ grounds
eriminal offence that their names and a
tration eamps are Imown. It has thus been po
nazmes and addresses, mainly of Norwegians, bu
Dutchmen, ete., and it is anticipated that furthe
would be fortheoming if the scheme for the regular
parcels were put into praectice.

to recaive
1 asuthorities in
t risonmers concer-
committed a serious
8
i
e

es in the comoen-
1le te obtaim about 150
80 certain Poles,

es and addresses
sateh of food

However, the ruling laid down by the Joint Anglo-American Committee
for Economic Warfare prohibits the sending of Amerie end British
o€ Cross stenderd food pareels te porsoms other them prisomsrs of war

¥

and persons regerded as civilian internees; such consipiments are subor-
dinsted to the ¢ thet the coemps ecncerned be regularly
visited by delegat the Internationn] Committee of the Red Crose

of
and that lists o #s be surplied. Sinee this form of contrcl is
sible in ths ecase

unfortunately not feas concentration cemps, we e
endeavoured to ascertain whet her form of cont be
sgceptable, namely whether it ossible to o ts
personslly by the recipient for each reel which wouls s proof
of delivery. For this purpese, we forwarded, by way of experi ent,

50 pareels of Swiss origin, ce:
personally to 50 designated pr
prisems in Germany. The result
thon & weeks over two thirds of
recipients, had been returned to us. r ]
striking as, owing to the constant changes in the ¢ g A%

be expected thet e certain percentage of the addressees could not be
reached.

Unfortunately ls
eivilien prisomers, end we have no hope o

,.
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Letter of November lst from
to Mr. Mitchell

pear Mr. Mitchell,

I wish to refer to my letter No.ll0 of
ember 1 concernming parcels which had been sent to concentration
camps by the International Committee. I have just received a
further communication from the Committee in which th

wpurther to our mote of August 24, we have

now received almost all the receipts concern-
ing the 50 parcels which were sent as a test

to pHsons and concentration ca Thess re-
ceipts were all signed by the addressees.

This test, which was mads to see if the

method of control by receipts was satisfactory,
has consequently been perfectly successful.”




M

concerning parcels sent to concentration camps. As you
sent all the information given in this letter, together w
photostatic copies of the recei

in Washington.
hereunder:

Letter of February 7th from Mr. James to the

es without successiul

further that we ©

International Committes

I wish to refer to your letter of August

pts received, to my

I have just had a reply from them

neadaqu

ur letter

"Reference is made to
regarding the desire of
packages from the ARC whic
forward to civilians in
Germany. Yo letter
the I.R.C.C. has been
hers, and the question
Mlle. Ferriere.

We are, of
f providing

question is one wh

blockading

-

ive o
| but
the
persons

Prisoners

protection of the
congsequently they
uthoritiss in the
ations of ansmy
that the I C.C

1.C.C. is

persons in gquestion

strued as a circumstance
In view of this situ-

1, even thou now in-

ma sr of pa rag, raises

he despatch of food supplies

extremely
stion of

1 d Cross has followed the prac-
ar wvouring to influence the decision
skading authorities and we are not, the
urge them to agres to the
We saes no reason, howev
not approach the blockading
1 we oan hold out

, since the
horities involved,
such I

reiterated

I believe you ke




TELEGRAM SENT

To Department Date April 20, 2 p. m., 1944,
No 2508
Oods — Charged to ( \
L")
Paraphrase

Please refer to paragraph B 1 of the Legation's
1366 of March 6.

With regard teo test shipments of food parcels
Egﬁ;;liod nationals in concentration camps in Germany,
the Department is requested to see the letter dated
September 1, 1943, from Mr. James, the Special Represen-
tative in Geneva of the American Red Cross, to Mr.

Mitchell, the director of Insular and Foreizn Operations

of the American Red Cross,

HARRISON

$15.88
DJR:RCG:nl

In triplicate
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1203 Bern, May 17, 1944.

ubject:  Intermational Committee of the Hed
Cross ieply to Hoquest by the War
Refugee Board in the Matser of Yreat-
ment of Jews and Uthor Persons LJesained,
interned or therwise Conflined in
Germany and ito Satellite Uocunixring.

The Honorable
The Seoretary of State,
Washington.

Are

T hove the honor to cnclonse harewisn a copy of &
Tetter from the President of the Internaticnul Committee
of" the Hed Cross datved May 12, 1944 on the above-indicated
subject, which 18 1in reply to my communicsation of May 2,
1044 to Tresident Huber.

In my létter of May 2 I transnittal tc Precident
Huber tne mecsage from the War lefugee Noard ahdch was
conveyesd to me by the Despartment in its telegrum Ho.
1498 of April 29, 1944. This present aaspaioh is con-
fimeatory, the reply of the International Cormittes
naving previously been tranmaitted te tha lepartment in
dy teldgrams Bos. 3144 and 3147 daved May 17, L344.

Hespeatfully youxs;

4lund Harrison.

fnolosure: g 2T

Oopy of letver fyom International By B M
Committiee of the hed Cross,
May 12, 1944. 2

Pile Wo. 8B40.1
JKH /= 10 \
In *tripliente to Tepurtment. o
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- %0 Despatoh No, 020% dated May 17,1944 from
Allérican Legation, Baern)

Y

LUMLT B L RBAT IUNAL o LLA-HOUGE

Agance Centrale dens Frischniers Jarre

Happeler dans la rédonse;

Gandve, May 12¢h, 1944
G 59/7T 5.59/4

alais du Consall-oéniral

My dear ir. ¥inis ter:s

I beg to thank you singerely Tor your iind lestar of
2 ‘May 1944, in whioh Jou ‘reproduse g Message from the War
He fuoe Board, requesting she Intermuational Commit tan or
the Hed Cross to a; proach ocertain (e vermments with a view
W obtedming for Jaws and other persons in med trastsent
comparable with that wndie is acoorded o oivi lian internees
t0 ‘whom the Genews Convention relative o tie treatment of
Frisaners of mar is applied by unalogy; or, failing such
reatnent, wav such Parsons be pleced on &N equal footing

wilh eivildan internnes as regarus permission to reocaive

We desire, 1n we first place, to '
of this nature 0y the International Cog ttee would go far
veyond the limits of their traditional casaci ty and thet
the Governments to whon Suahh & request uight be adareased
nould not fail to view this proposal from That particulsr

point out that stens

In the provisions or the International Bgreements the
Intermational Commitses fAave only a slender basis upon
whioh To found their humanitorian activities, Tha latter
are, tnerefore, dependent upon the good will of selligerent
Ftates, and oan only take pructical 8hape in 30 Zar as They
&Xe @cdepted or solicited By the Govermmaents conoernad.

Conseq:rently, the Intemation Comiiittee of the Rad
Crose might lay themaalve: Fen t© the objection that they
were going beyona tne 1limizs L Thelr competences, and

Lres passing upon toe internal concerns of A State, should
sy attesmptl to @0t on bYenalfl of certain categories of
peracns whow that State consldersd vo be subjest exalusive-
1y se 18 domemtiio lagislation.

'ne exceptional po ition of the internitional Jommittee
of the Hed Orocss as ne ral intermaciary between belligerent
Wountries IrecludGe thelis eaki £ r 1 £
which offe racticsl nope of realizati ) WAXOULN Bppr
priaie action in gquurters whers the Dest results nay be ax-
pegtad,

..... I Sol ‘OAn tnossa

8

ihe proposul eontained in peint (1) of tne nesasa, fr
the War Refugee Lomrg Aas, wa may gdd, been submi vtea an

sevara

His #xcel] enaoy
Leland Harrison,
Amerionn Minisver,
egatlion of the nite
Bern.

997
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Uespatan No, B203

eeveral cooasions ¢o tae intexnasional Vommittee of the Haed
VEess by the Vorla Jawish vongress. ‘A each oceasion, the
internasional UVommittee mag blignd to answar Chat the
Aumerocus endeavours Bn8y bad made on behalf of the Jenn
bad invariably met with a negative Answear, with the exceapt
of certain o neesgions with regard to relief measurag.

—

b
xon

Under tnese cir:mmrl:uno“. We must aded t that annly

applica-
tian by our dommivtes toa the German suthorities in wis matter

mould not only hava no Iospesat or #idocess, but wi, ht avVen,
in the gyea ofr tiese authoritien, Hppear--quite un ju: tifiabl

dletated by politieal Tather than by bumanitarian motives.

I'ine

elves

e deeply regret having to oo 1 to ely
relief e tivitiss opn behnlf of persons who 4 not enjoy ‘the
frotection of the Conve ition applicable prisoners of nay
and oivilian internees. This ecirounstance 1s not die to
&tsence of endesvours 6T all kinds By the Committes ¢
or 2uahn pern:m--.l.rraapaatru of Tace--with a Vie
assimilation with ¢ivilian intsroses, by
eneny nationalisy, Infortundtely, not
B&g besn successryl,

~
reason of
one of these uypr

AS regards point (2), the Inte national lttee is
compalled, in view pt experiences in this field, to admit
likewise e fact that suoh appli
incamputibie with the uclieatic legidlation of the detaining
FOwar, and Acreaver would ocon: tiTu ie sarious ienaoce not 1
0 the generml Bctivitiea orf the antermutional (g
the ued .Cross on behals of prisonars

r and oiviltian
iatemmess, but slso MNdunger the 1imdited pogaibilities wnigh

e enjoy of assiating t.e iaw proups of paxscns who are not
PIotected, elther directly oxr by mwlegy, by intemational
Conventiona. Ine Intemational Loanlttes must, 4t will be
I'emembered, take ex ‘eme care that a pre vir

belligerents huve so epted
closed %o futurs aotion.

don would he considereq

» in which the
our minlstrationas, should not be

The same observe tion appliies t e propossal o ntained

in the lsast paragras M of the messag Iroem the Wor HeTugee

Board " rescue Trow the ocoupiaed Areas Jewas and other

PEYBONS who are victims of pars lon®. Any such atte pt

0y the Internutic nal Commi ttae t 3 id at

onoe nuve the most unfort @

entire IK -~ L | wind w8y omnng IBclanti ]
repeated and nelusive experience in This rie

ML 3 :

1Y 8teps of this kind would
s ve
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irrespective of rmce and reli lon,

f joard is familier,

is. o our wind,
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happy to stres:

Moreover, the scope of such

the fact that the Inter

national Committee have achisved encourdging results in the
i was largely due %o the kind suppors
1tlons by the War hox

time ago, that yelief activitiea o

-, N
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oara i

Ty
JEWE 11

undertaken. This work is worth bein

AS Tegards Vhesother countrie
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From: Department Date: May 27, 10 p. m., 1944. |
No 1845
Code: — Received: ., 28, 9 a. m.

Faraphrase
==-"paress

In view of the disappointingly negative response
contalned in your'3147 or May 17, and further bacause
of the desperate condition which prevails in internment :
camps generally, the War Refugee Board is interested in I
the stook pile proposal contained in your 1388 of March &
and 2031 of April 1 and letter dated February 29 to you
from the International Red Cross.

Therefore, the WRB would appreciate information
along the following lines:

(2) Would the benefit from such stocks be enjoyed
exclusively by unassimilated Egroups’

O

e, g

(b) Can you supply the names of camps where such |
programs could be undertaken, with the usual guarantees I
of distribution, and I

(e) What is the number of standard food parcels and !
elothing parcels that IRC facilities now existing ocould, I
1

!

T

by IRC estimates, distribute each month?
For McClelland from the War Refugee Board,

Cable No. 28 - WRE,

T

/nf
In duplicate 7

{ f, DECT a=2errD
’ — [ Blate [i

: f By R i SER 2 Ie
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COMITE INTERNATIONAL DE LA CROIX-ROUGE

AGENCE CENTRALE DES FRISONNIERS DE GUERRE

Rappeler dans Ia réponse

iF'/F G.85 GENEVE, June 12
F f'.f[ﬂt':’.&/GB Palals du Consell-Général

S

Dear Sirs,

We beg to
the War Refugee Board
to communiecate personally to u
the scheme for = stock of

We have pleasure in answeri g th uest 5

as follows :

Question No. 1 : Would

x - -
Nos 2 3

e of the Jews,
rd either the
tion whieh would
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5 org
Supervisory messures could
vith those sti by the Geneva
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rtees. Bear in mind
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b) Jews.- The
80.000 parcels z mon
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lastly Hungary
become QDSS;ch
Per month wou
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Yours truly

Pour ie Comité

de la Crolx Rouge:
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TELEGRAM SENT

Department Date June 17, 11 a, m., 1944

No 3877

Paraphrase

Heference 1s made to the Department's 1845 of
May 27th.

The following Ty i sl information
has been obtained in answer to the questions in the
Department's telegram mentioned above,

a) Yes; exclusively.

b) Sachsenhausen-Cranienburg, Buechenwald, Auschwitz,
Ravensbrueck and Dachau are the principal concentration
camps in Germany and territories occupled by Germany to
which packages can be sent with satisfactory guarantees
that they will be distributed.

The ICRC will always be able to supply the name
and location of a larger camp, ghetto or local Jewish
organization undertaking the distribution in case of
c¢ollective shipments of packages for relief to Jews,
Only when necessary guarantees can be obtained would
packages be forwarded by Intercross. This would be
done in consultation with the representative of the WRB.

Relatives and friends in Europe are constantly send-
ing to Intercross end other relief organizations the
names, addresses and numbers of prisoners, deportees and
political internees, both Jewish and non-Jewish, who are
located in a great many smaller camps and detention places.

Intercross is ready at all times to present detailed
evidence to representatives of the Allied bloockade authori-
ties of proper distribution of esuch packages

¢) 1. Intercross 1s in a position to forward 20,000
individual parcels monthly for political priscners in
concentration camps and prisons. However, if French
political deportees are included, this number of parcels
would have to be about ten times larger since there are

over
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over 100,000 French deportees according to minimum reliable
estimates, 5 .

VI NI

Inasmuch as provision should be made for coming
difficult months, a reserve of several hundred thousand
parcels containing food, elothing and shoes would not
be disproportionate. As cigarettes are absolutely
inveluable in facilitating the distribution of parcele
in Germany snd in territories oceupled by that éountry,
the recommendation is made that a few hundred cases of
cigarettes be included.

i 4

2. At the rate of a single parcel to each person,
Theresienstadt alone could absorb up to 80,000 parcels
monthly. It is interesting to note in this respect
that Intercross has received written permission from
the Germans for one of their delegates to visit Theresi-
enstadt this month.

IND TS CITOT

Including the requirements of Croatia, Poland and
Hungary, should sending of relief for Jews concentrated
in that country become possible and necessary, it would
be essential to have several hundred thousand parcels
more per month.

This proposal is urgent, in view of the fact that
requirements for both Jews and non-Jews are increasing
each month. Even now the difficulties of European
overland transport may be such as to pravent the supplies
from reaching Switzerland. Such a stockpile in Switzer-
land would, on the other hand, be invaluable for saving
endangered lives both now and later if it could be built
up. It could constitute an advanced UNRRA stock.

Rl

2adehudl

With reference to this Mission's no. 2031 of
April 1, the possibilities of purchasing foodstuffs im
Europe, let alone clothing, are shrinking rapidly. Any
purchases msde in the Balkans, which hitherto were the
principal remaining source for food suitable for packsges,
are now increassingly liable to benefit the snemy dirsctly
by giving him foreign exchange.

m’.‘l‘n’&;:;?uuu.; HUW

The desirability cannct be too strongly emphasized
for general relief action on behalf of all persecuted
and endangered groups, irrespective of race, nationallty
or creed. Intercross is willing to undertake such a
general program but restricting asslstance mostly to
Jews as hitherto case, so fer as the sending of funds
sponsored by the WRB heas been concerned, is liable to

Jeopardize
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Jeopardize this entire humanitarian effort.

Intercross 1s advised that various Allied Govern-
ments in London and the French Committee of Liberation
in Algiers, whose nationals are in Nazi hands, are ready
to make generous contributions to this scheme if funds
are required,

(With regard to the position of the British on
the subject, it is pointed out that MEW is now permitting
the sending of packages to unassimilated groups in
France, for instance, in the notorious internment camp
of Vernet, Ariége. The British position, however,
has apparently not been favorable generally. )

The representative in Bern of the War Refugee
Board recommends the stockplle plan described above
unequivocally and he 1s convinced of the adequacy of
controls of distribution offered by Intercross. 1In
many cases these are superior to those available for
assimllated groups.

From McClelland for the WRB.

HARRISON

RDMcC:nf
In quadruplicate

2 coples to AI
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loan Consulate, ‘%
. &unrllnd-y’ L i

BENBere Ad _Tana e ds

g [CASE FILE | Lo ™ h
- : v
1 TELEGRAM RECEIVED ;
| { 1 ,_//
From: Embassy, London Date: June 27, 8 P.m., 1944 g
No: le7 j
Code: ‘ ® Received: Jume 28, moon. @
. | &
" PARATERASE v :

Discussions took place recently in Washington ’T‘ Tz
between Mr. Foot, Farliamentary Secretary of the f
Ministry of Economic Warfare, on the ons hand, and |
the Department and FEA on the other hand, as a result
of which a deeision has been reached to experiment
with the sending of food parcels to those refugee, & ‘
concentration and other eivilian internment camps in &
whieh the International Red Oross Committee can B

and subsequent use of the food admitted through the txy !
blockade. Shipments or clothing will be considered c !
in the event that the experiment with food should [
be successful, The Department, in its telegram No.
5013, of June 24, instructed the Embassy in this

connection to authorize you to concert aetion with

indicated in the Ministry of Economie Warfare tele-
greams ARFAR'2197 and 2198, of June 24, to the British
Legation at Bern.

in the future, when referring the Embassy to
ARFAR telegrams from the British Legation, it would be
helpful if, in addition to the ARFAR number, the Embassy
could be supplied with an identifying phrase concerning
' | the contents of the telegrams,

/nrm .
in triplicate Received CA - DJR
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED

From: Pepartment Datea: Jung 28, 10 Pel., 19044
No: 2198
Code : BT . Receiveq - Juna 2%, o pP.m,
M GriTon oF T
L 3 ¥ h‘T-!.-.*.f PWWS‘
" TATHNASE
: -1 " . 4
| » BERN o WRRiRo. B4, Fop Harrigon and EeClellana.
—— B T o a <
Legation's 13¢s Jg'g“rqa__g, 2031 Apprsy 3, and ~
3877 June 17. Departiient's 1545 Hay 27 ana 2109 . 3

June 19,

Dlacuaulana here between the YApATtment, the
¥ar Refuges Board, Np, Pingls Foot of MEW, ana Frra
have resulted in Agreement to an 8Xperimentsl DPrOgran |
of relief fop distridution by the “Nternations] Rea 't g
Cross Committes to persang in Songcentratioen 1nd
refuges camps in Shemy Luropa, Subjeet to distpy. |C
bution guarantees. The Sgreemant 03131, for ahipment |s
Yo Intererpss ef 100,000 atandarg food pargels Der lea
RBonth for thres months, to be distriduted in gush |
Gamps , s2legtion of whigh wil) be made af tay congul- IS
tation with Interorceg. ‘he agreemant Feads, in papt;

"Dispaten of relief foodsturss BAY be mads through =

the blockade, PYovided that the following Svaranteeg t=

Arfe observeq: A) Distribution is to be limited to pParseng

vho are Sonfined in gampg. 1) Goods will be packed in

?ch & ¥ay as to be Sultable fop ;ndir::un{ distribution.
1

he delegates of the International Red Cropg Committes |
111 undertaks o distribyte such packages personally. =
D) Subsequant Yisits will be nade by the delegateg 1n Ic
OPder to mske sure that the goods have astually bomp I
dsed by the Pérsons for whom they were lntended. |
/! A8 a condition of furthep ahlp-nntl. Feporte after
each consignment w113 be requirea from interoross, *

8
c
v

If the r:faéﬂlnﬁ conditions are observad, sna if satie-
factory eVidencos 14 recelived that the Pickngen have
Feached the Persons for whom they were intended, the
two Governmentg will be Prepared to extena the syetem
to other internment camps in eneay Lurope #ubjaot to
Gonsiderations or shipment anga upply.

Lis Wl T Canuidoratlon
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American Consulate, ‘_"_ﬂ,_,

Geneva, owitzerland.

July 4, 1944

AT OF S G I
AwTmCA | ( Croline Dincwming VR gl ey ronly %183

-6 JUL e e
BERN . LI!Q"&!E!! u“"--‘ i}

A

ot mgmtm of Food Paresls to Priscners
n Enemy Coneentration Camps

.y This morning 1 wet with lavingston and MoQlel
snd discussed the verious telegrams mn:l;-nhu mhnd

poseible distridution of roo€ parcels to prisoneTa An .
was. dssided that we

concentration camps. I
m psll on Schygrzenberd infornelly and lesve i
’ R

m's office
tked %o be
jion and
af ter
A SON~

e Progress
wny questlon
prieoners
Lstence on
prmang would
pse, is that
pand subjeot
prefore
Ath whieh
uld sppear
goaitinn sna are merely

that we bhave abandoned that
of dietribution and USe®.

insisting on adequate contro

o frank and explained o U8

Schwarzenberg YRS YeIy
hny been doing and has ecopm-

exselly what Interoroas
plished in the mpttar of prisoners in concentration
OLMpaE. T+ i# esrential, however, thet no publicliy

of) any, 407% ba glven to this phuse of the question or

An faot Lo tO8 whole scheme sinoe nothing They have
sooaupllaled hag been achieved through of fLolal channels.
For ezaaple, Intercross delegnten can viglt four of the
main big camps, nomely Dachmu, Oraxienberg, pugoheanwald,
aad Agvensbrickd. Thege viells ave not suwihorized
offisially from Berlin but are assomplished uneffielally
by the delegate snd merely tolsrated by the individual
camp commanders. For this reasén the matter must B39
kept strictly gonfidential. (In certain cases, On the
sther hand, other gamp gommanders have flatly 1 fused
to seec the delegate OF ponglder permiiting any putside
help reaching the inmates.) For some tine Row the
dslegates have been quietly getting in toush with indi-
vidusl oamp commanders end they have been able %0 @O

back
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American Consulate,

Jeneva, Owitzerland.
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_— July 4, 1944
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‘Pistribution of Food Parcels to Prisoners
P 4 Meny OJoncentration Camps ‘

-

‘fhip morning I met with livingsten and MeClelland
@ dipoussed the various telegranms concerning the
poseible digtribution of food parcels te prisoners in
e_mg concentration camms. It was devided that we
ghould o=1Y on Sehwarsenberg informally ané leave it
up to Him whether he would want = memorandum,

(!
Y

A B g e e

T
4

"his aftevnoon we all met in Schwarzenberg's office
and disoussged the whole matter freely. He asked to be
allowed until Thursday to think over the question and
Al potes it with one or two of his colleagues, after
which he would meet with us agmin and give us a con-
gideéred opinion.

vy~

: Sghwarzenberg was extremely pleaged at the progress

shioh has been made sinod there is Ao longer any question
of triing to =pply the Red Croads convention to prisoners

in condentration oamps. Previous Allied inslsience on

this point had caused a dendlock, since the Germans would
not Hear of 1%, The German srgument, of ceurse, is that
prisofers in concéntration cmmps are orimingls and subject
$o polime pether than miiitary sentrol and Shepefore .
constitute an internal question and not one with whiech N
the Red Crogs Has anything to de. ow 4% would appear y
that we heve abandoned that popition snd are merely :
ingisting on adequate sontrol of dietribution and US®. 3

Sghwarzenberg was very frank and explalned teo us
gractly whet Intercrose haw been deing and heg aceom-
s14ghed in the matter of prisoners in cencentratlion
L3S . It 4w eweential, howevelry, Lhat ne publicity
# smv aort he riven to this phase of the queation or
n fact to the whole scheme slnoe nathing they have
mrlighed hes been achleved Through offlolal chamnels.
a9 , Interoross € slegntes oun vislt four of the
main btlg ommpe, namely DUachad, Oranienberg, Sufohenwald,

Rgyengbriocky. These vielits are not suthorized
{gially fron Berlin but are accowpl ished unofriolally
the delegate and merely tolerated by the individual
commanders. For this reason She matier puat b8
;f{ strictly eonfidentinl. (In certain cases, ONn T8
sther hand, other cawp commanders nave flatly refused
to gee the delegate or sonslder pérmitting any outalde
help reaching the trimates.) For some tinme now the
dslegates have besn quistly getting in Tousn rith indi-
vidual ogmp cormanders an they have been able Lo go

v @xale

i

i
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bagk to certain of the campe at will, It will be

| ssen, however, that there is absolutely no question !
ﬂ:ﬂﬁmrmggﬂm sutherdties offiglally for permis- ‘
slon to visglt

J}leh._ams_ since It was the opinion of :

preésen t This woild only resudt in.a flat refusal

d would g.robnb].y Jeopardize the unofricial Zalna '
h._ made .

dince last Ooctober Interoross has been quietly !

experimenting with mominratiyve parcels to conoentration
camps asgainst receipts. Schwarzenberg's opinion is 5
that thils system of individual packages sent azainst I~
individual receipts is by far the best method of control. ;

The experimenta have resulted in. definite ghecks on B5%
of - the pareels inoluding not a few returned %o Ceneva
mith the recelpf indicating that the indiyidnal had died.
Thle system has revealed a high lavel of honesty on the
part of the inmates and the camp suthorities and has had
the ipdireet result of providing Intereross with the
namps. of ethers Ln the same opmps in the Tollowlng ways
4 regeipt will coma back lndioaling that the. adirasses
has dled and that, the parcel has been turned over to
tiree or Tfowr other nersons, =ach of whom has slgned the
recelipt.

-"-—rJF-——v

interorcas has gone to great palng to check algna-
Sures with familles and to confirm the receipt and use

of pareels through various epeclial sources such as

sscapees, friendly pguards, ete. Ihug far Interoross
has not heard of one instanae ef atuse from any of these
gourees, whigh is the reason why Schwarzenberg is so
satisfied with the parcel-ggainst-receipt system. N
e
From our preliminary telks I should say that Af b
Waghington and London are really desirous of distribution 4

T

pe they should not make any approach
hould accept the Intercross

to oconeentration c the)
%0 the German suthorities and
apsuranes, which 1g probably fortheoming, that distribu-
tion and use can be rolled through the visits of
Gslegatégipnd through the personsl recelpt system. A
gtook of parcels ghould be sent over as soon as possible
gnd the experiments mede for three months as proposed.
jermany are such now that if distribution

oenditione in

: wron nywhere 1t would certainly come to the notlioce
! ‘gelves very quiokly and thus the risk
 lar 1 y| I a3 { rom aelr
ir vdl 1.8 * i y as he v g”"'. L‘ln"l s In
this O NI B 1 C nly objeot lending
¥ X ls e as long as their
: unications D nece remain suspended or subjeot
te frequent i ™ap tic
’ " % g
in fashington and Lond ¢ might be
well to 1 t the present ynly conoerna
. t1 ~ f 4 Ba Y 3ivi-

immates of concen L OF

lian intermment csmps.
With regerd t¢ the guestion of cletbing, Interoross

has had né experi I lothing to eoncentra-

tion camps but data on needs.

1ave

The above, of course, is subject To the esorrecilons

1 Sghiwarzenberg e when we meet

s



To:

Code:

TELEGRAM SENT

Department ( \ Date: July 6, 1944, 9 p. m.
No: 4304 (London: 1187)
- Charged to:
Paraphrage

The telegram which follows is fram MoClelland
for the War Refugee Board. It has been repeated to
the Embassy in London with refersnce to the latter's
no. 187 of June 27,

With reference to the Department's cable no. 2198
of June 28th, a joint approach was made in concert with
our Britlsh colleagues to the International Committee of
the Red Cross on July 4th. The substance of MEW'S
telegrams ARFAR 2197 and 2198 of Jume 24th was communicated
orally by our British colleagues to Intercross, The
latter 4is at present studying the question of distribution
guarantees requested and within a few days will submit a
preliminary reply.

HARRISON

RDM:nf
In duplicate

Copy toc RIM

(1) The packages would be Interoross parcels and

thus more seoestable to the German authorities, at least
to begin with, than pareels besring the marks of a
national Red Oroap soalety.

(2)
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July 8, 1944,
BERN ;

Tos Mr. McClelland

(68.1)
From: Mr. Tait K\_/

I refer to your recent discussion at Geneva
concerning the distribution of food parcels to
prisoners in concentration camps which was the
subject of Mr. Elting's memorandum of dJuly 4, a

copy of which was lately sent to you.

€

In further reference to Elting's memorandum

mentioned above, I enclose a copy of Squire's lette
P} 1

ether with copies of each of its two encl

I should be glad if you will keep me current-

rErs a

y informed on this matter and if you would be good

enough to let me have copies of any telegrams which

from
en-

\i/ Tne packages would be Intercross paresls and
thus more acoeptable to the Garman authorities, at least

Yo bagin with, than parcels be.ri the marks of
national Rad &rouu sfeiaty. e ke S

(2)




The Twnorable
Leland Harrisen,
dmerican Ninister,
Bern.

Atteatlon: Jmerican Interests
Sir: &
I hogre the homor to invite refersnce to the
zetion's letter of July 3 and the Consulsta's
meporandem of July 4 concernins the digtribution
of food persele to prigomers in coneentration camvms.
There are tranemitted herewith coples of an sddi-

tlonal memorsndum on the subject =nd of g

by prepared by the Infernational Com
th Crons
fepgpectfully yours,
‘aul C. Soumire
Alde Mewoirg by Intern ] 1ttee
In triy €

A trus copy of
the signed ofjx

nal M

(1) The packages would be Interoross parels and
thus more scoeptable to the Garman authorities, at least

to begin with, than parcels Dearing the marks of a
national Aed Orces soolety.

(2)

1




Amerioan Consulate,
Ganeva Imitgerland,
Juiy g, 1944 _

BMatribution se Fooa Paroels to
Priscpers in Enguy Conpentration
Camps

A% his ewp Mest ond without mentloning the

Datier 80, Ldvingaton, SoRwarzenbery onme to mes me
to discuss the reply to be Wl to our dém,rehe,. Y
took the ococamsion to show him my memorandum of July 4
whlsh he &pproved in ite entirety. He pointed out
howevap,, that MEW does not think muash of the receip
G¥alen, becguse o sbre troulle about Taceiptd Trom Italy
& Josr 61 tno g0, For th'u TeREOn, 1T would ‘beam advis-
a to minlmize ar Batter At111 to omit ~11 mantion af
recelpts and to gtrass tha Termal ageurdnoes whish Inter-
eross will siva, After P11, “fT Intervoross and the

legates use racelpts am one of maveral methode of
dentrol that 12 thair own INteThel e 1w,

July 7, 1044

dir. Livingston and I called on Schwarzenberg by
aAppointment this morning, at which time he handed us
both an gg4d Bamolirs giving Interoross's position with
rFespect to the proposal in question, Schwarzenberg
éxplained that 1t had been proved by My, Lombard of
the Committee, his immediate shiaf.

I raised the guestion of uaing the food enlvaged

from the Oristins for @istribution in the consentration
sampe. Sehwarzenberg deolared that Intercross was

fully equipped to take these goods and package them.

He ealoulated very roughly that 108 of the salvaged
foodatuffs could be medas up inte about 100,000 small
paroeals. This would be advantageous for the following
reasons!

(1) The packages would be Intersross paresls and
Whus more acoeptable to the Garman authorities, at least
0 begin with, than pareels bearing the marks of a
National Red Orogs socaiety.
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d would be uged at onoce
in real need to whom the
the goods have been salvaged will make little
"or no érence wheregs complaints might well be
forthooming 1f this foad should bhe distributed to
risoners of war (pgﬂiﬂhﬂr Americans) aoccustomed
eo recelving Packages of the same foods in their origi-

(3) The biggest Prastical advantage ia that thig
“food ‘1g ,eim‘tyﬁ:ro in Geneva, n'horri..: it 14 problem-
tigal ag to when special Packages oould be sent through
rom the United Btates,

(4)-3r Thing ‘shéuld 'go 'wr with the dfstribu-
tion, the 1naﬁauld&'be lesg than ::Ea.ny other cage,

thing question in & few daya,

HE/dh




JES/GB
ZA/00 @.89/2 le 7 juillet 1944,

S En—

AIDE-MFMOIRRE

Nous avons appris aveo satisfaction que les
Autorités du Bloous se 8ont déoidées 2 envisager la
Posaibilitd de faire parvenir d'outre mer des seoours
2 oertains %amps de prisonnkers oivils en Europe, A condi-
tion que le Comité international de 1a Croix-Rouge puisse
exereer un contréle serrs.

Cependant, avant de répondre aux dirférentes questions
posées lors de l'entrevue du 4 Juillet, nous §imerions
constater qu'il ne serait point dans 1'intérét méme du
but a Attelndre, 4 savoir du désir de mecourir une
catégorie de détenus partioulidrement néoesaiteuse, que
de demander formellement aux Autorités allemandes des
facilités que oces Autorités sont décidfes 4 ne pas acoor-
der. En effet, ces Autorités ne seraient pas prétes A
ooncéder des priviléges, dans 1a forme prévue par la
Convention de Gendve, pulsqu'elies persistent 4 refuser
1'essimilation de oes détenus, méme dans les détails, aux
internés oivils, C'est pourquel nous Sonnes obligzés das

demander aux Autorités au blocus de ne pas insister sur telle

of war camps; but in the Ceamps Lo be specified the ICHC Delegateg
bave numercus Poesibilities pof verifying (alsc outside of the
visits whieh they make regularly on an ansalogous bastsg to those to
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Iranslation of substance of ICRC's Alde-kémoirs of July 7 -~

We have learned with satisfaction that the Allimd Blockade
Authorities have decided to Seriously consider the possibility of
Sending relief supplies from overseas for civilian prisoners in
certain camps in Europe provided the ICRC can sxercise close

control over the distribution of such r

Before answering the Various questions raised in the course

of our interview of July 4th, we would like to state that offic

1 / ial
(formally) asking the German sutheriti for facilities they are
determined not to grant would mot be in interest of zaol

aimed at (to be attained), thet is
particularly needy internces (detainees). As a

German authorities would not be r

&8 are provided for by the Geneva Convention, si
in their refusel to mssi late such detainees, even with res ect to

1m
small details, to civil interneces. For this reas

to ask the Blockade Authoriti 0 insist on one spacial
of control or another, account the realities of
the situation and to al the liberty of using the

eontrol methods whit them and which alone permit

them to judge whe

goods has been

out: On the other hand, in assuming re

ibutions, we agree to iumediutely Buspend

irregularity in the satisfectory receptien
] - p

these for wl

)m they are intended comes; to ¢ur

48 now in & position to assure the arrival of indi-

vidual pack B in cert icentration camps and to verify the
Tegular reeeption 1 ners for whom they are inte of
such ckages., The I f ICRC have been able in the

8 and there is no

past to meke unoffieial visite

reason to believe that they will not be able to repeat such vieits

in the future.

It 15 no more poscible to distribute packages individual in
concentration camps, for practieal reasons, than it is in prisoner

of war camps; but in the camps to be specified the ICRC De egates

have numerous ssibilities of aleo outsi f the
viaits which maxe regularly on an anslogous basis to t} to




prisoners of war, and even more frequent - thet relief goods mre not

diverted and are consumed by the persons for ‘whom they are intended.

In certain cases the ICRC has almost a8ll of the names of civilian
prisoners of a certain nationality; in other cases only partisl lists,
elthough the total number at a given moment may be known. This stata
of affairs is to be expected in view of the continual fluctuation in
arrests and liberations, particularly in the cass of the French. The
ICRC is not suthorized to reveal either the number of names of civilian
prisoners which it possesses or the information concerning camp strengths
which it hae besn able to receive through eonfidential channels, In
proposing, however, a maximum of 65,000 parcels (Theresienstadt included)
to start out with, the ICHC implicitly indicates the approximate
number of civilien priscners to whom it can. now deliver individual
packages. A= far as nationslities are concerned they are:Belgians,
Frenchmen, Oreeks, Dutchmen, Norwegians, Poles, Czechs and Yugoslavs.
(The numbers of Danes, Letts, civilian Italians, Spanisrds, Uiranians
and Russians present in certain camps are known; and we should appreciate
advise as to whether these nationale should be included in relief

shipments. We don't have nominative liets of these detainees.)

The ICRC proposes to send relief to the following camps:
In Germany: Havensbriick (women's camp)
Buchenwald b/Weimar

Dachau

SBachsenhausen-Oran ienburg

Natzweliler
In Croatia: JASenovac ( Check
3 ioatia

Stara Gradisca

Shipments to the campe of Auschwitz and Birkenau in Upper
Sllesia are not advissble =t the present moment. The situation of
eis Celle b/Hannover) - camp for Jews in Ger
tigated as well as that of Drancy (near Paris)
and Complegne. Our Delegate he been able to visit Drancy but
not in & positicn to state that his wvisit in be repeated.
Theresienstadt 1s a ghetto in Bohemie and cennot t 2
& camp. One of visited it recently, bu 1bl
to state whether this visi can De repeated in the pnemr future.




(3)

and customs' charges will have to be paid in all Probability for all

thet is sent here. This is not the case for concentration camps.,

If we do not know the total number of civilian prisoners in
Germany, we nevertheless possess 1ists of & considerable number of
deportees in camps and thig number will increase as relief begins to
be sent into these camps. For this Teason the ICRC asks that the
Proposed number of 100, 000 Packages & month be sent to Geneva (as soon
as this 1s possible since at the present moment all shipments for
Geneva are stopped) which will permit them to scale the shipments over
Beveral months. The ICHC will, in any given month, only 8hip the

Packages,
For the ICRHC
MY i of Schwarzenherg

Director of the Division
of Specisml Assistanca,

. 1 45 g Ty



Tos Mr. Reagan

Froms Mr. Tait

104
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Dear Dang

it
reference to Elting's
of July 4 regarding the di

In further

memorandum

stribution of
to pris

food parcels
oners in concentration camps ,

a8 copy of whieh

was lately sent to you, T enclose g copy

of Squire's
letter to the

dinister dated July 7 on
together with copies of

this subject,
€ach of its tw

CWO

0 enclosures.

American Conm

Geneva, Switze:
HE/dh

o
land
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in Concentration

Distribution of PFood

Campg

With regard to the Department's telegram
concerning distribution of food in concentration

camps, Schnarza:berg 'las provided
followin; corrected list of names

Department's telegram
Aubuechen

Audranoy

Ausschwitz

Bergen

Belsen

Bergau

Birken

Cravensbrueci

Sachaenhausen—ﬁranianﬁa:g
Sarverstara

Gradigka

Stostor (Dost)
Theresienstadt

Walddaock

me with the
of ocamps:

Intercromsg
——-tross
Buchenwald (?)
Drancy

Auschwitg

Bergen-Belgen

Bernau anp Chiemges (°)
Birkenan

Ravensbriick

redjani Salag #
Jasenovac #

Sﬁchsunﬁmts=n—fr.nienhurg

Stara-Gz

Unknown
Theresienstadt

Unknown

oward Elting, Jr.

American Consula+ts
Geneva , i
HE/dh







Geneva, Switzerland,
July 11, 1944,

In triplicate

The Honorable
Leland HEarrisen,
American Minister,
Beran.

lttontionzkmerlcan Interests Section

I have the homer to tnvite referance to the lega-
tion's letter of July 3, 1944 concerning the distribg-
tion of food barcels to prisoners in vonecentration ocamps,
and the related question of distribation of 9lothing,
There is now enclosed a Copy of a letter which hag
Juet beep Teceived from the Internatiopal Cormittee
of' the Red Cross on the question or elothing,

The Lecation's attention is particularly iavited
to the poste:» Pt wherein it is Btated that only packages
of 3 kiles or iess, whether of food or elothing, are
now admitted in ooncentration oanmps,

fisspectlfully Yours,

Paul ¢, Squire
\merican Consul

Enolosure: Gopy of letter

=
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Agence Centrale des Prisonnierg de Querre

Rappeler dang 1le réponae; Gendve, 1, 10 julliet 1944,
ZA /00 G.44/8 Palais g, Consei] Généra)
JES/GB

Monsieyy le Cnneul,

Suite & gop alde-mémo{rs da 7 juiliet 1944, 1e
Comitd International de 1a craiz-Bougo 88 permet de
Yous Communi gyep e qui suqt U sufet ge la Situation
vestimentaire des Prisonniers oivils ep lllemnrne.

En Janvier 1944, notre dJlépnalum é Berlin nous
transmettni: quelgues reaneiwnxmenaa 3ur 1a 8ituation des
Prisonniers eivils ay camp de Sachsenn1uﬁen-0runienhurg,
et nous signalait M'1] Etaie trés nécessaqpe d'expdifer
des Eoua-VOtemenLS, 8ux détenus, mp hiver hotamment,
les baraques_ét.iﬁ:f PeU chaufrées o+ les pri onniegs
eivilg n'éta PAB autorisés a dormir ayeq leurs
porter les 8ous=-
Trois

Vétements 8e qud
&rticles 3:.Tnn+

l,- Sous-vétements (CHl‘?J:i et camisoleg)

B.= Pullovers
*“Bants solides remontant 4y u'a j'ﬁ?:nt~trﬂﬂ
Protdgeant les poignets,

En outre, notre DElégud Rous informait 1ue la pluparg
des Personnes gg trouvant ay Camp, n'ayang point de chaug-
Bettes s'eatouraient les pieds de chir ons poyr remédier
d ce menqgye d'article,

Lors d'une Douvelle note de notre délérution du
25 mai 1944 U sujfet de Buchenwalg p;Weimer, nous étions
informés Par notre Délégué ay besoin de Sous-vétements tels
que "cnemiaeb, Pullovers et ch;u::etteq.”

Mr, g, Elting Jr,
Vice Consu]l
Consulat geg Etats-Uniw 4'Amérique

Genady e.




Le Comité international de la Croix-Rouge n'a
procédé, jumqu'd présent, 4 aucun envoj de vétements

8t sous-vétements A des prisonniers oivils dans les camps
de concentration et ne poasdde, de ge falt, aucune expé-
rience an sujet de tels envois, Nous ne savons notamment
pas si les sous-vétements usapés seralent retirds aux
prisonniers lors de la réeaptfan de nos éventuels envois,
gependant, les besoins vestimentaires signaids par nos
Délégués sont tels, que dans certains tas, les sous-véte-
ments semblent manquer totalement,

Veuillez agréer, Monsieur le Consul, l'assurange
de notre considération 1a plus distingude,

Albert Lombard

Membre du Comité
International de 1a Croix Rouge
(Albert Lombard)

P.3. D'apris des informations récentes, seuls des ecolis
ne dépassant pas un maximum de 3 kze sont admis dans
les camps; ceci est valable dgalement pour des colis

de viyres,

e
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draft of a wire to

Dept. on the ICRC parcels to pri-
soners in concentration CEmps proposi-
tien, It is largely based on the

CRC's "alde-mémoire” which I also
95010:@, alt

ough I imagine

already seen it,

The proposition t
S8 Christina goods might be used was

worked onut by Mr, Elting with Mr,

James of Amoross, the latter laving

eriginally proposed that this stuff

be used for French powa, although he
is willing to recommend to Amoross

part of it be made

®
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<
ol

s ol
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London's

centra

lent's telegram

distribution

187
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MEMORA NDUM

July 13,

1944.

Jr uwxfﬁ d‘;??::lLJQENA
g o 13 JUIL 1044
l BERN o

Dear Mr. Reagan:

I would appreciate it if you would
read over this draft wire and give me the
benefit of any suggestions or opinions
which you have on the matter. Do you
know who in the British Legation'will be
handling this, since we would like to

coordinate our reply with theirs.

R.D.M.

14, 1944,

! &/

ient's telegranm =

3

London's 187
distribution of

ncentration

1e

I I F IS

Ilegation's

July 6 - 9 p,m.,



Tos Mr. MeClelland

Froms Mr.

=
)
b
-+

With reference to the

De I

tment's telegram

No. 2198 of June 28 = 10 p.m. and

London's 187

of June 27 - 8 p.m.

regarding t!

e distribution of

food parcels to pris

camps, which was the
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15, 7 p. m., 1944,

No: 1541 (London:1248) ;

Code: * Charged to:

Paraphrage
=2 UArsase

MoClelland fop WRB and
ent's no. 2198 of June

Following

reference to

memorsndum
Needs of civilian
apg in Germany has been

The fol
July 10
in concent
by Intercrocss,

o

) 0
unde

S-S S




Intereross will

soon as poassible,

A summary of the

Repeated to London.

:d
underwear vhatevar,n

vill investigate furth
istridbutions or such

the future. we can
brought to our attention
h that, in certain o » tha

38

ar the posslbllity
elothing and report to us asg

=b0ve memorandum has been sent
to MEW by the Britian Legation here,

HARRISON
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/
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To

Code

TELEGRAM SENT

Date
Department July 18, 1944, 8 a, m,

No
4578 (Londen: 1282)

Chargad to:
Paraghraae

Reference is made to the Legation's 3877 of June 17
ind 4304 or July &, as well as the Dapartmant's 219s of

June 28,

On July 7 the IGRC submitted an alde-mémoire tg
our British colleagues and ourselves, The reaction of
the Committee to the questions raised 1in the Departmentts
2198 and to those contained in MEW's telegrams ARFAR

“2197 and“2198 of June 24 are 8iven in the aide-mémoire,

The entire project under consideration refers onl
to aid for political prisoners who are in concentration
camps and to deportaes; it does not have refersnce to
civilian internees assimilated to the Geneva Convention,

The substance of the aforementioned alde-mémoire
from the ICRC {s given hereafter: It 1s the conviction
of Intercross that an official approach to the German
authorities requesting formal Permission to distribute
relier packages Bénerally to unassimilated persons who
8re confined 4n eamps would not only be flat refused but
also would Jeopardize the Practical results achieved
heretofore and desired in the future, The German authori-
ties have consistently refused to assimilate Ssuch detainess
To the status of prisoners of war or c¢ivilian internees,
elther directly or by analogy. (During the July 4 inter-
view, an Intercross collaborator stated orally that the
German answer to the request for assimilation of such
detainees hag a@lways been that they were considered
"oriminals" ang that control over them was ap internal

affair,

In spite of this official Qerman attitude, Inter-
eross ls able, fn the case of certain concentration
de of individual packages and
on that they are received

m intended., In the past, deleg

live

it

CHIL]?B, to aasure
to make regular ve
the prisoners for w

o1

»

]

e
r

VT
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of Interoross have been able to visit these camps
unoffiecially ang they have no T'eason to doubt that
in the future they will be able to repeat sueh visits,

For practiocal reasons, it 1s no more possible to
have packages distributeqd Personally apq indlvidually
by a delegate in Cconcentration eamps than it is in
camps for prisoners of War., In the Camps to be speci-

made regularly on a baais analogous to those to pows,
88 regards frequency, and through controls exeroised
indarendently of asuch visita,

Intercross is campalled, for the ge reasons, to

goods is carried ont Satisfactorily, 1In agsum
Tesponsibility ror Such distributiona, Intercross agrees,
on the other hand, to Suspend at once all Shipments ir
any irragul&ritles in the SQLisfactary reception of
rellef goods coms to 1ts attention,

Intercross has in 1ts possession the names of
almost al]l eivilian prisoners of certain nationality
Eroups; it has only paertial lists Tor othar nationals,
though their tots; number at a Eiven moment is known,
Intercross 1s 0ot authorized to disclose eithar the
number of names of civilian prisoners it pPossesses por
information concerning the strength of the camps,
which it has been able to PTocure through channels or
striotly confidential character, wever, in Proposing
Lo undertake the delivery of a maximum of 30,000 parcels
for concentration camps and 35,000 parcels to Theresien-
8tedt (this cannot be considered a camp but rather a
ghetto) during the initial month, the Committee implicitly
indioates the approximate pumber of ¢ivilian priscners

y percels at the Present
3lav, Gre k, Norwegian
nationals invc =d

L0 whom it can
time, Czech, belniﬂn,

} r i

and Dutch are the prin

The ICRC pProposes to deliver individual pmroels to

the se

-

—p
[ 4
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these camps in Germany: Dachau, Natzweilar, Sachsen-
hnussn-Oranianburg, Ravensbrueck (camp for women), and
Buohenwald bei Weimar, There is under examination the
question of similar distribtuions to the following
eamps in Croatiam: Jaaannvno. Btara Gradisca and QGred-
Janl 8alas. Intereross oan visit these camps but the

tion of relfief ir the only ones to benerit are Jews,

At the present moment it 1g not advisable to make ahip-
ments to the campa of Auschwitz and Birkenan in Upper
Silesia. The situation in Compiégne, Drancy and Bergen-
Belsen will be investigated further, Delegates of

Intercross have been able to visit both Drancy
and recently Theresianstadt but the Committes has no
Asurance that 1t can Tepeat such visits, ’

Distribution will be linited by Intercross to
persons confined in camps., The goods will be suitably
packaged for individual distribution by Intercross,
The latter will submit reports of the distribution of
e2ch consignment of parcels,

8ince a rapid im rease in the number of names of
political prisoners known is to be expeoted as soon as
the sending of parcelts gets under way, the Committees
recommends that an initial consignment of 100,000 parcels
be shipped, even though Interoross is now able to under-
take the distribution or only 85,000 parcels for the

first month.
Report from Intercross ends,

After consultation with James of the American Red
Cross st Geneva, it is suggested that, in view of present
difficulties in transportation, part of the reclaimable
portion of foodstuffs from the cargo of the CHRISTINA
zrouthy 65% of 80,000 standard food parcels) whiech has
already arrived in Switzerland be used for this relief
projeet for prisoners in ermean concentration camps.

Intercross 1s equipped to make up &8 batoh of smaller
parcels with the salvaged goods and is ready to do so.
! de Authorities is ur

The deciesion of
in view of the
within the space of thre: montha,

this food must b

From recent information received by Inte
it appears that only parcels wai:hin;_up to a
three kilos, whether they contain food or elothin
be accepted for lelivery to concentration camps

TPTTIITII
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parcels can be shipped from overseas for the above

purpose and to be distributed by Intercross, the latter

gtates that such parcels must not bear any markings

of the national Red Cross., This ig 80 that Intercross }
c¢an affix its own labels,

Qur aoction has been concerted with that of the
Sritish Legation. A similar Summe ry of the aide-mémoire
from Interoross and the Suggestion regerding the CHRISTINA

mentioned above have been wired to MEW by the British
Legation here,

Repeated to London,
From MoOlelland for WRB,

TP T

HARRISON

RDM:nf
In duplicate

Copy to RIM 3




TELEGRAM RECEIVED

From:

BECSTATE, Washington Date: July 20, 1944

S No. 296
Gode: olear (Q-\-_\, Received: July 22, 1944 9 AN :

SUBJECT: Measage for Amoross, Geneva
from Amoross, Washington

~

NLT

AMERICAN CONSUL GENEVA
206 Twentieth for Amoross quote SWO17 your 534 we
greatly mppraciate all effortas Interoross has made with

GIEF T T

Oristina ocarge under adverse olroumstances Amoross prefers

that none of the waterloogged merchandige evencanned goods

leave Svitgerland for Gamps as rust process will continue

and evertially damage goods to extent of endangering

consumers air which reaches whole powdered milk or

meats soon spoils contents therefore Ameoross having

received authority from original donors gives Interoross

entirely free hand to dispose by sale of all damaged gocds !
ineluding even those elightly damaged in Switzerland if 3
used for oconstructive purpose they need not bioker long

about price incass of goods consumable now but which should

not be kept long on hand we would be £lad to see thess made

available at moderate prices {o Swiss authorities for use

in Swige refugee camps 1f certain goods appear absolutely safe we

leave to discretion Intercross sending same in respeotive



e — e

No, 206

ratio three to one to Frenoh and Belgian warprigoner samps
as Intsroross has suggested adviging ue of quantities

80 dispatohed however where slightest doubt we prefer goods
remain Bwitgzerland pleage ask Interoross to keep acoounts
80 that in due time we can be adviged éxpenses involved in
(one) salvage operation sete (two) transportation if any

sete to Switzerland (three) éxpenses Switzerland (four)

quantitites ¢ supplles sold (five)

from sale Amorcsa unguote

814.2
Jw/mp

total amount received

Hull

LOTI 1 1 ot i g o S
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED

Department Date

", No.

N

-t Received

1 e T 1
Receivad WRB s 234N DN

| = -F .‘i ] I.:n .

awerad




=

814.2-3.3, WORIITINAW //’/ oA A ‘
PC3/1c

4ok’ oy lorm
AMERICAN CONSULATE /4wt

Geneva, Switzerland.
July 21, 1944.

| "THE Honoralle

[ Leland Harrison,
Ameriocan Minister,
i BERN,

f Sir:

I have the honor to refer to the Department's
telegram Not2102 of Ji 19, 1944, addressed to th
Legation, containi i ructions for this Consulate
relative to the Red Cross cargo of the 88 "CRISTINA",
and to this Consulate's reply contained in Tts re=
gram No.213 of June 30, a copy of which was forwarded
to the Legation.

"

ng

fore

nectlion, the Briti Consul at
morning over the telephone,of the
8 receipt of a telegram No.2921 from

onomic Warfare,to the effeat that

h the suggestion to use a part of

but that the clothing should be

ton added that there was no cloth-

wish to be
order that

HRespectfully yours,

Paul C. !
American




@,

Dear Dr, Riegner:

The following eable for you from Dr, Kubowitski

of the World Jewish Congress, reached me todayt

"The Joint Relief Committee in London
recently presented to the International Red Cross
Committee a proposal for the shipment through
the blockade of food parcels for distribution
under Red Croes supervision to refugees in
internment camps., FEA (Foreign Economic Adwinis-
tration) questions whether Imtercross has had
adequate staff to insure proper distributions
in enemy countries. Please follow davelopuenta
relating to this project; anything you ean do
%0 help insure ite succese will be appreciated,”

It would be apprecisted if you would send us &
ghort note for our files acknowledging recaipt of this
eable,

Sincerely youras,

Roewell McClelland
Special Ased stant to
RDM/1] The American Kinister

Dr, Berhart Riegner
World Jewish Congress,
37y Qual Wileon, CGeneva.

Geneve, July, 24th, 1944

-
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WRB No. 105. Reference your 4578 July 18.

For your Information, we are repeating below a
telegram sent by Department, WRB and FEA on July 31
to Embasay London for EWD,

"Department's airmail instruction 4234 June 23
and telegram 5013 June 24, and London's 5003 June 23.

"Department has been informed by Bern Legation of
ICRC'e response to the Joint approach made on July 4 by
the American and Britiah T'epresentatives with regard to
possible implementation of that section of the Berle-
Foot agreement which concerne distribution of food
parcels in concentration camps in areas occupied by
the enemy.

"Subatantially the same information 1g contained
in ecable No. 2865 of July 8 from the British Legation
in Bern to MEW, a copy of which has been 8iven to the

Department by the Britieh Embassy. 1In addition, however,

¥e are informed that parcels for delivery to concentra-
tion canmps, whether containing food or clothing, will
be accepted by Germany only up To a maximum weight of
three kilos. Moreover, natlonal Red Crosa markings
must not appear on the parcels, although it seems that
ICRC labels may be affixed on otherwige plain parcels.

"The alternate proposal made by Intercross is
recognized ae being substantially the same ag the Plan
which they have advanced in the past with respect to
delivery of food parcels to concentration campe. On
économic warfare grounds, it 1s obvious that thie
method ie far less satlsfactory than the one which
Was sel forth in the Berle-Foot agreement, in that it
offers considerably leas definite assurance that the

actual
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED

From: Department Date: August 3, 2 p.m., 1844

No: 2663

plie code,. — _ Received: August 4, 3 p.m,
I } VLBVEMG, [LYN e

w §

For, Agtinn |
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WRB No. 105. HReference your 4578 July 18.

PARAPHRASE C.L

For your information, we are repeating below a
telegram sent by Department, WRE and FEA on July 31
te Embassy London for EWD,

"Department's alrmall instruction 4234 June 23
and telegram 5013 June 24, and London's 5003 June 23,

"Department has been informed by Bern Legation of
ICRC'e response to the joint approach made on July 4 by
the American and British representatives with regard to
poseible implementation of that section of the Berle-
Foot agreement wWhich concerns distribution of food
parcels in concentration camps in areas occupled by
the enemy.

"Substantially the same information ias contained
in cable No. 2866 of July 8 from the British Legation
in Bern to MEW, a copy of which haa been given to the

Department by the Britieh Embassy. In addition, however,

we are informed that parcels for dellivery to concentra-
tion campe, whether contalning food or clothing, will
be accepted by Germany only up to a maximum weight of
three kiloe. Moreover, national Red Cross markings
must not appear on the parcels, although it seems that
ICAC labels may be affixed on otherwise plain parcels.

"The alternate proposal made by Interscross is
recognized ae being substantially the same as the plan
which they have advanced in the past with respect to
delivery of focd parcels to concentration camps. On
économic warfare grounds, it is obvious that this
method is far less eatlisfactory than the one which
wWas aet forth in the Berle-Foot agreement, in that it
offers considerably leses definite amssurance that the

actual
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(No. 2663)

addressees will receive and retaln the parcels. However,
ICRC olalms to have very good success 1n obtalning signed
receipte and it ie completely satlasfied that the addressees
who sign receipts for the parcels actually benefit from
them.

"We fesl, however, that on account of the project'se
politiecal and humanitsrlan aepects, the economle warfare
considerations which have heretofore precluded our making
packages avallable to Intercross for dlstribution under
ite plan should at this Juncture largely be waived. The
amount of food which might fall into enemy hands could
not affect the outcome of the war nor prolong it. The
desperate situation of the people detained in the concen-
tration ocampe makes 1t increasingly necessary that some
aid be glven them, even though we may not receive tight
guarantees that each package reaches the beneficlary for
whom it 18 intended. We suggest, therefore, the granting
of blockade muthorization for shipment of 300,000

specially-prepared three-kilogram food parcels to the ed:

International Red Cross Committee for distribution on

a trial basis under thelr plan outlined in cable No. 2865
of British Legation mentioned above. Transportation
presents a serious problem, but we hope these parcels

oan be sent by the northern route we are trying to
establish for the shipment of supplies for prisoners

of war.

"MeClelland in Geneva has inquired whether 1t would
be posgible te turn over to Intercross usable food items
from Chrietina cargo, to be packaged in three-kilo
parcels and forwarded to individual addressees 1ln camps
gelscted under the above-mentioned plan by the Inter- Er
national Red Cross Committee. If the blockade author- :
ities accept the Intercross plan in principle, we assume
there would be no objection to MecClelland's proposal for
making use of the salvaged Christina cargo. Urgent
action is required, in view of the necessity for early
consumption of these items to avoid loss by spoilage. L

“Please present this matter as soon as possible

to the relief sub-committee and endeavor to secure a
favorable reply."

STETTINIUS ACTING

In duplicate
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 authorities
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British Consulate

Genewa

9th August 1944,
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British
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istinan to be made

the I.R.0.C.

that this approval is based on = Sugrestion made by
the State Department on July 3lst to your Embasgy in
London.

AB agreed, I
delighted. I told him at the
were being goeod enoush
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kkind
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very sincerely,

« Bs Livingston
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TELEGRAM SENT

Department Date: August 11, 1944, 9 p. m.
t 7 No: 5228
_ LN Charged to:
Paraphrase

From McClelland for WRB with reference to your
2683 of August 3 and our 4897 of July =29.

With the approval of James, the American Red
Cross representative at Geneva, Intercross plans
to allocate from 50 to 75 tons of salvaged foodstuffs
from the CRISTINA to Intercross' package program for
concentration camps in Germany, to be parceled and
shipped immediately. Could you, in prineiple,
arrange to reimburse the American Red Cross for these
goods or would you prefer that I reimburse Intercross
here in Switzerland out of funds of the WRB (refer to
SW917 of July 20 from AMCROSS).

Should 1t prove possible to ship the projected
300,000 parcels, Intercrossa cautions, on the basis
of recent information from Germany, that the food-
stuffs contained in them, while nutritive (with
gtress on fats), be of the simplest kind to forestall
German criticism that prisoners in concentration camps
are receiving "luxury goods"” which are not available

to the people of Germany.

HARRISON

RDM:nf
Copy to RIM
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ELEGRAM RECEIVED
From: Department Date: August 11, 6 p.m., 1944
No: 2769
- Code: - Received: Auguet 12, 4 p.m.
{ Tozeved WABLuig (4{AYRON &)

t 4 n . @
. g " PARAPHRASE "
| Yo =

WRE No. 117. From Department and WRB for o
Harrison and McClelland. 2

Legation's 4578 July 18 and Department's 2663 b
August 3.

4 ~' Blockade authorities agree to Intercross proposal
for the sending of three-kilo parcels to persons who are
1 detained in concentration camps. It is likewise agreed o
that portlon of reclaimed cargo of the CHHRISLINA, to be 14
packaged in Bwitzerland, may De used in the same manner. =
You are requested to inform ICRC immediately. 5

'hig authorization covers 300,000 parcele to Dbe ¢
ghipped from here. Plans for thelr preparation are now
under way, and you will be kept informed of developments. b
Ag you may know, traneportation at present is very | =
difficult. 1t is hoped, however, that this obetacle (=
will be surmounted by the establishment of a new prisoner |
of war esupply routse by way of Gothenburg. The blockade =

1
|

authorities wish to consider and to pass on the procedure
which Intercroes will follow in order to gafeguard the o
packages that are sent from here between their shipment -
from Gothenburg and the affixing of labels. Intercross a
may wish to arrange for labels to be affixed at Gothen-

burg and parcels forwarded by mail from that point.

It is suggested that you dlecuss this matter with the

Committee.

Amcrose W-817 for James, transmitted to Geneva in
Department's No. 296 July 20, and referring to the
reclaimed cargo of the CHRISIINA, 1s amended to provide
for the use by ICRC of such portion of the usable items
ag in the Committee's discretlon may be profitably used
in three-kilo parcels for distribution in concentration
camps tO unasgimilated groups.




- - (Ne. 2769)

" e A strict accounting procedure should be set up
| for all \tems which the Lnternational Red Croes Committee
Nt uses for this purpose, in order that computation may be
A ; ™ made here of possible reimbursement to the French and
s Belgisne on a prorata basis. Intercross ahould be
5. requeated to furnish you, for transmigeion here, such
o e information as may become avalilable with regard to the
, recelpt or non-receipt of percels, and aleso information
. 'y .+ relating to the camps in which dlstributlon takes place
§ +. 44, and the number and nationality of the persons who benefit
! from the distribution. James should be advised of the
above.

Foregoing repeated, for ite information, to Embassy
London.

STETTINIUS ACTING =d

In duplicate
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pern, August 14, 1944

=t

Dear Mr. Squire;
1 enclose the letter for ¥eOlelland and shall be

S

grateful if you will get it to him es promptly as pos-

sible--in any case before he leaves Geneva tomorrow

moraing.
¥ith many thanks,
Sincerely yours,

J Enclosure:
! To Roswell D. ¥eClelland,

August 14, 1944

paul 0. 8quire, Esquire,
american Consul,

Genava.

e —————— T ————
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LEGATION OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
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Bern, August 16, 1944.

Dear Dr. de Schwmarsenbergs:

Following our telephone conversation of yesterday, I am
happy 1o send you the substance of the message which was re-
ceived by the uLsgation on Satumday, Aumst 12th, from the
Department of State and the War Hefugee Board, regarding
parcels ior persons detained in concentration camps in German
territory. This message is in answer to your aide memoire of
July 7th and to the proposal that a portion of the reclaimed
gargo of the CRISTINA be used for this purpose. The instruc-
tions we have received state that the blockade authorities
agree to the proposal of the IGRG to send, K three-kilo parcels
to the concentration camps, and likewise agree that part of
the CRISTINA cargoc, to be packaged in Switzerland, may also
be used.

This authorization further covera 300,000 parcels to

be shipped from the United Stateés, and states that plans

for thelr preparation are now under way, and that the Lega-
tion will be kept informed of developnents. While transporta-
tion is difficult, it is hoped ti this obstacle can be
overcome by the establishment of a prisoner of war supply
route by way of Gothenburg. This is to be considered by

the blockade authorities and thereafter they intend to inform
ICRC on the procedure to be followed with a view t safeguard-
ing the packages from the United States between their shipment
from Gothenburg and the affixing of labels. The Internatiocnal
Committee may wish to arrange for the affixing of labels at
Gothenburg and for the forwarding of the parcels by mail from
that point. The War Refugee Board would maturally appreciate
your opinion concerning this Gothenburg propositicn as soon
as feasible.

We are also informed that the instructions which Mr.
James received from the American Hed Cross on July 20th con-
cerning the liguidation of the CRISTINA cargo have been

amended
Dr. J. de Schwarzenberg,
International Committee of the Red Cross,

Hotel Metropole,
Geneva.
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Barn, Augast 16, 1944.

Dear Mr. James:

Pollowing our telephone conversation of yesterday, 1 am

ou the substanee aof the message which was re=
ceived by the Legation on:Saturday, August 12th, Ifrom the

Department of State and the War Hefugee ard, regarding
concentration camps in be

happy to sand

parcels for persons detained in
territory. ~This message 1s in answer to the ICRC alde me oire
f July 7th and to the proposal that a portion ol the rec
cargo of the CRISTINA be-used for this purpose subject T

The instruotions we have

approval of the American Hed Cress. y 1
recaived state that the blockade authorities agree to the
proposal of the ICRC to send shree-kilo pareels to the oon-
centration camps, and likewise e that part of the CRISTINA
carge, to be packaged in Switze may also be used.
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for their preparation are now unier way, and that the Lega-
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rtion of the usable items as in the Committee's disoretion
e profitably used in thres-kilo parcels for distribution
conceniration camps to unaseinilated groups. ICRC' is. being
requestead to set up a strict acocounting procedure for all
items that may be used fcr this purpose in oxrder that com-
tation may made in United States of possible reimburse-
ians on rata basis. ICHC 1s

e
nt o the "rench and 3
also being requested tc¢ furnish transmission to the
United Utates, with such informati allable
with regard to the redeip$ o Ren-receipt of parcels, and

been ended to provide for the use by Intercross of suoh

n &8 may become av
e

also information relating to the ¢ in ch stribution
akes plase.and the.number and nationality of. the persons who

benafit "frem The distrioution.

The Legation has bean inetructed by the Despartment
State to -inform you of the above.

Binaerely youzrs,

Roswell L. MoClelland,
Special Assistant to
the American Hinister.

HDM/mjb
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WRE
TELEGRAM SENT ‘

AmDel, Rome Date: August 17, 1944, 9 p. m.
No: 12 (Dept. 5351)
— Charged to
Paraphrase

— from Magistratl. For RIGFA.

Information from Germany and the ICRC communli-
cations emphasize that the problems of our military
internees in Germany are becoming dally more serious
and more difficult, The food situation is very bad.
In soms concentration camps, our soldiers are
fed with the resldue from the food dlstributed to
Russian prisoners of war. The death rate and tuber-
culosis are on the increase. .In the circumstances
end in the belief that help might be sent through
the ICRC following plan of the American Red Cross,
the Geneva Committee plans to address a request to
the Italian communities in the United States and to
Filorello La Guardia personally informing them in
detall regarding the tragic situation of the internsees.
I fully agree with this. The American Legation here
is also giving the matter attention.

Repeated to the Department.

No. 273 of August 16, with reference to Magistrati's
no., £65.

HARRISON

JEHimjbsnf
In duplicate for WRB files.
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Lets, to Dr. de Schwarzenberp and
Mir. James B/2% RDM/m3b

CASE PILE

TELEGRAM RECEIVED

Department Date: August 21, 6 p.m., 1944

No.: 2872

‘ Received: August 22, 1 p.m.

PARAPHRASE Ha

WRB No. 135. For McClelland. =

Legation's 5228 August 11.

American Red Cross has authorized the use of
50 tons of foodstuffs salvaged from the CHRISTINA
for the Intercross program of concentration camp
parcels. You are hereby authorized to pay ICRC
for these fifty tons from War Refugee Board funds.
You are requegted to notify WRD ams to the eXamoct
amount paid to Intercross, and to report on the

developmente in this feeding program.

HULL i

In dQuplicate

re gt
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Tel., to Dept. B/2°F

COMITE INTERNATIONAL DE LA CROIX-ROUGE

AGENCE CENTRALE DES PRISONNIERS DE GUERRE

Rappeler dans la réponse ;

Chiques portaux | 5527 G-B:-) GENEVE, ALIE,US‘IA 21, 1944,

i JESGB ket
Téisg. "INTERCROIXROUGE"

Dear Mr, McClelland,

Let me thank you most warmly for your letter of
August. 16 and the good news it contains., Would you be so
kind as to transmit the best thanks of the International Red-
Crose Committee to the Anthorities concerneac Washington
| for speeding up the matter and for accepti proposals f
I feél sure that the gratitude of the
; profit by these shipments will be
are badly in need of this relief.
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ghall, of course, set up a striet accounting proce~
dure ¢ let you know exactly t nationalities and the num-
ber of individuals of every nationality who will profit by
thesg consignments, As we agreed by telephons not only
Frengh and Belgian civilien prisoners should bapnefit by this
hemne lities too. A prowisional list of
rtionelities to whom we intend
"Cristina" cargo is enclosed.
the individual parcels of whi

TEImmweteye

of »

he American Hinister
United States of Anmerica




we shall despateh about 8000=10.000 &t &
nonbers are of course only approximate;
cordingly to the reports we get from our
strengths which vary continaally,

+hank you again for your great helpfuln

LI
» =N11}

matter

Sineerely yours,
Pour le Crmiix &

their strengths are

personal information and we
yoa would treat this




JE LA CROIX-ROUGE
JINNIERS DE GUERRE

sofit 1944.
- 21 mofl

sriod arntambre 1944
wois collectifs envisagls pour la période du 15 aofit au 15 septembre 1944,

. : : ' '
B e . ﬁ l ! \\,: "
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}'\ ‘—-4 () @ | L ~
5 - E o wil q 3
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¥rangais 500 300 | 1000 E 300

|
p | ——
Grecs 200 — |

Hollandaie 500 | 200| 400| 400

Norvégiens

g0 | 2,90
Polonais 500 300 400 1000 400 i 300 245
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JE LA CROIX-ROUGE
INNIERS DE GUERRE

_ i

Bern, Augnst 2%, 1944.

Dear Mr. James:

I have received a wire this moming from the War
jefugee Soard stating that the Ameriocan Red groes has
guthorized the use of 50 tons of codstuffs salvaged from

Jor ttes of the Red

the CRISTINA for the International Cc
gross’ program of concentration canp

I have been suthorized to pajy sor these Toodstufis
rrom War Refugee Board funds at my @185] sal here in Switzer-
jand. I have notified Dr. de Schwarsenberg OI this fact
and asked him o inform me ol the exmot emount owed at his
convenience.

S4incerely yours,

Roswell D. McClelland,
Special Assistant to
the American Minister.

Mr. Francis B. James,
American Red Cross,
Hotel des Bergues,
(Geneve.

RIM/mjb
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" JE LA CROIX-ROUGE
_ INNIERS DE GUERRE
352

Bern, Augnst 23, 1944.

Dear Mr. Jsmes:
T have received a wire this soming from the War
jefugee Board stating thet the Americen Red Oross has
authorized the use cf 50 tons odstuffs salvaged from 7
the CRISTINA for the Intex stional Committea of the Red

Cross' program ol concentration ocanp parcels.

£ these foodstuffs

y

1 have been authorized to pay iOr
from War Refugee Board funds &% mj disposal here in Switzer-
1and, I have notified Dr. de Schwarszenberg of this fact
and asked him to infoxm me of the exact amount owed at his
convenienoce.

Sincerely yours,

Roswell D. McClelland,
Special Assistant to
the American Minister.

¥r. Francis B. James,
American Red Cross,
Hotel des Berpgues,
Geneva.

RIM/m b
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DE LA CROIX-ROUGE
INNIERS DE GUERRE

552

o~ a nrov

Bern, August 23, 1944.

Dear Dr. de Schwarsenberg:

I have Jjust received a cable from the War Refugee
Board stating that the American Red Cross has anthorized
the use of 50 tons of foodstulfs salvaged from the
CRISTINA for the International Hed cyoss program of
parcels for ocrioentration camps.

I have been anthorized To PAY the Inter*m'.::‘-:-nal Red
syoss for these 50 tons from War Refugee Board I inds at
¥ disposal. will you kindly notify me, thereiore, et
your convenience, of the amount which the fayr Refugee
Zoayd owes you.

Sincerely Jours,

Roswell D. MoClelland,
Bpeclial Agsistant 0
the American Minister.

Ir. J. de Sohwarzenberg,
International Committee of the lied Cross,
Hotel Metropole,
Geneva.

RDM/m3b
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Department Date: August 23, 7 P-P.» 1044
No.: 2897

Code: _ Received: August o4, 7 p-m.
PARAPHRASE >

WRB No. 139.

f Department's o769 August 1l.

3 1 American Red Cross 18 shipping within the next
4 three days for WRB via Gothenburg 15,000 three-kilo
packages for distribution to unassimilated persons
in camps bY Interoross. In each parcel there is &
receipt card, which 18 modeled after the POW recelpt
Al card of Amcrogs with the exception that the term
W “prisoner of war" 1s deleted and the name lnternatlonal
Fed Cross 18 subatituted for American Red Croas.

It is guzgested that Intercrosé prepare immediately |
16,000 1apels to be affixed to these packages at Gothen- !
purg, the parcels then to BO forward by the same |
facilities A8 Ameross POW package®g to northern German {
ports, for postal despatoh thence to detained persons. |
Immediate confirmation from Intercross of this proposed }
plan for handling the parcels or thelr substitute plan

for handling them onward from Gothenburg, 80 that approval
of the matter may be cleared with London, will be

appreciated.
HULL
Yl B/, , |
i~ 4
In duplicate Rl BS L
re Py
1,‘~_/l,\.x\ At \ A
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Dear Dr. de Schwarzenberg:

CROIX-ROUGE
IERS DE GUERRE
352

A OITT 40

GENEVE,

Bern, August 25, 1944.

1 have pleasure in quoting helow a message which has
been received for ithe International Committee of the Hed
Cross from the Wer Refugee Board:

mpmerioan Red Cross is
next three days for YEB via
three-kilo packages Ior d

perscns 1in camps by In%

shipping within the
Gothenburg 15,000

igtribution %o unassimilated
ermatiopal Red OxvsSs. In
pach parcel there is & receipt card, which 1s mo

after ths FPOW receipt card of American Red Cross with
the exception that the term "prisoner of war" is
deleted and the name International Red Cross is sub-
stituted for American Red Crosse.

11t is suggested that International Red Croas

prepare immediately 15,

000 labels fo be affixed to

these packages at Gothenburg, the parcels then to

go I

postal dispatch thenoe to

It would be appreclate
soon as poseible the details

n

handling e parcels both in

ever point in Germany through
information is necassary so0 that appr
be obtained.

aathorities 1n London may

Ir. J. de Schwargenberg,
Internaii(nul Commit tee
Hotel Ketropole,
Geneva.

RDM/m b

I
bp 8

Gothenburg and later in what-

formard by the same facilities as American Red
Cross POW packages %0 porthern German ports, for
detained persons.”

you could oconfirm to us as
your proposed plan for

which they are oleared. This

O

oval of the British

Sincerely yours,

. o ~01l e
Hogwalli V. WO lelilal
B antianl ASBS tar
Special Assista

1meAmm1um1duhy

of the Red Cross,

Jc‘/

L I
s 74
£ »
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TELEGRAM SENT |
g To Department Date: ugust 6, 9 8. M., 1944, |
J No!: 5578 o !
HOSE ’ " cnarged to , {
E i
Dem rtment’ 37 of !
) !

is

: within &
) prisoners in
uLL'nnAlJ. pDachau, Hamburg,

gen and the
y lot will
zians, puteh,

-

Sachsenhau
The T‘Ir‘l L’;lﬂ |
3 Norwe|

%)

: \rueek,
,.nl tentiary.
following: y
3, Frepch ynd Be
aber of P arcel s shipped
location of the 2
This account o
tervals as is

paT

00,000
inat T"‘ll t

shipment of
Intereross

e

¢O - T,,LC"_ ]
labeled and lAEbJﬂﬂi. = |
ingz out this procedure 5
From MceUl 1land for TRB » ;
T A

g r.vj._:)JW 'JW
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-~ GENEVE,

LA CROIX-ROUGE

COMITE INTERNATIONAL DE
AGENCE CENTRALE DES PRISONNIERS DE GUERRE
G 2 ZA/( GENEVE, August 28, 1944.
\,:.Zr}f‘,t_.(‘.. ZASQ0 it g ConselL Bénére »

I+

B 8%

Rappeler dans |a réponse:

Ghbques postaux |.5527 =
J- 59 / /‘ Ll r2-Re

Taléphons 4 23 05 =
Tateg. “'INTERCROIXROUGE" JES/EL

anthoriz ed to pay us
priice charged bY

We Sil=ll

go0n a3

As S00 =
amount des gpatch wed to the varliol SN
enmded according to U a+ionality
moanicing you for your kindness, I am,
TS
e

gincerely O

aAMM/ “‘fé’(
_5
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COMITE INTERNATIONAL DE LA CROIX-ROUGE

AGENCE CENTRALE DES PRISONNIERS DE GUERRE

Rappeler dans la réponse:

[ N A A - T P TR ST 10721
Ohbquen postaux 15527 L8 S DO - ! GENEVE, August 31, 1 ‘v
Téléphons 4 23 05 / Palais du Conseil-Généra
Talég. “INTERCROIXROUGE"
Dear Mr. MeClelleand,
ay I rever to the stion yarcels to be
~= tration o . r1 r of

L 5 GI1
srs ready }
] o,
R i
in YOTnenourg
0 which the parcels will be sent.

L3 - I Directeur da fa Divislon

& Assistance Spéciaie
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Rappeler dans [a réponse :

Ch' = postaux |, 5587
Th. .one & 2306
Télég. “INTERCROIXROUGE"

Monaieur,

COMITE INTERNATIONAL DE LA CROIX-ROUGE
AGENCE CENTRALE DES PRISONNIERS DE GUERRE

352

GENEVE,

Nous avons l'honneur de vous envoyer cle=inclus, le

texte d'un communlgqué que nous remettons aujourd'hul méme

1 Annexe

de nos

e

sernational
AEO

y v) .1W J‘:‘“/

e/

7

)
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COMITE INTERNATIONAL DE LA CROIX-ROUGE
AGENCE CENTRALE DES PRISONNIERS DE GUERRE

352

Rappeler dans |a réponse :

GENEVE,

Ch' =« postaux |, 55%7
T ope L2305
Thikg. “INTERCROIXAOUGE" J o

Monsieur,
Nous avons l'honneunr de vous envoyer cl=inclus, le

texte d'un communigué que nous remettons aujourd'hul méme

4 la Presse.

Veuillez agréer, Monsieur, l'assurance de nos

sentiments distlingués.

,/‘/,f AT o s
e

Ed, CHAPUISAT

Membre du Comité international
de la Crolx-Rouge.

L1 Annexe




Communiqué No 237 b

Genova, Soptember lat, 1944 |

+HE RED CROSS AND POLISH CIVILIANS IN THE CAMP OF PRUSZKOW

: On August 25, the reproscntative in Geneva of the Polish
Rod Cross in London drew tho attontlon of tho International

Commit tee of tho Red Cross to the fact that roughly one hundred
thousand inhabltants of Warsaw, chiefly women, childrcn and old
people, were assembled in the camp of Pruaszkow, about twelve miles
from Warsaw, without any food supplics,and consequently in a highly
critical situation.

Tho representative of (.o Pollsh R
furnish considorghlgSums for the purpose of or

L ———————

ed Cross was ready to

rganizing roliof

| activlities, Furthormore, tho Swedish Rod Cross offored to contribute
towards this rolief work a donation of 15,000 crowns.

o

Despite the importance of theszo contributions, the
difficultics to be solved are not in tho first placo of a filnan-
cial nature, The first task is to f£ind the necossary rslief supplies,
to secure export permits from the countries whore these goods are
to be found, and lastly, to convey thom with all possible speed
to thelr destination,

Although the International Committee of the Red Cross are
entrusted with the administration of stocks of foodstuffs, tho
latter remain the proporty of the national Red Cross societles who
have placed them ln the Committee's hards, for consignment according
to instructlions given by these Societies, and for the benefit of
specifle consignoes. The Internatlonal Committea have nevertheless
made 1'gent application to these Sociotles, with a view to utilizing
a part of fhese food supplies in behalf of the camp of Pruszkow,

=t i f ¥

-14/.'

Ut

> 3
i

llorcover, the Joint Rellef Commission of the International
Red Cross, - an organ of the International Committee of the Red Cross -
and of the League of Red Cross Socletles,- has taken all necessary
steps to ensure tho dlversion to the camp of Fruszkow of 12 car-
loads of food supplies now on thelr way from Switzerland to Cracow.
Further consignmonts aro being proparcd by tho sald Commission,

27

The rapild transportatlon of roliel to a camp which is
in the immediate viecinity of military operations 1s beset by almost
insurmountable obstacles. The despatch of plones and the parachuting
of foodatuffs, for instance, can 'oly be ecarricd cut with the consent
of the belligerents and of all countrles crossed in flight, and
entalls Intrlcate negotiatlons, Moreover, even a powerful plane can
carry only from two to five tons of relilof, Sﬁgﬁl%;s for 100,000
persons would theroforc roguire a rogular air fleot.

With e viow to finding, 1f possible, a 30
various problems, the International Committoe of the
gent a most urgent request to the Soverrnmonts and national
Socletles concorned nﬂmalgftho Red Cross Soclot

—"J

Great Britain, the United Statos of Amoric @
wgggtdopond if the first placc tho guce
behalf of tho cilvillans in the camp of

Lastly, the International Committeo have takon the 1 N
necessary steps go send out one of thelr deleagates to the camp,. ! 3
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TELEGRAM SENT
.
To: Department Date: geptember 2, 5 p.m., 1944
No: 5764
Code: Brown Charged to:

For WHB from McClelland,

Department's £198, June 28,

ICRC Just reported to us visit thelr Zagreb delegate,
gchmidlin, made between July 13 and 17, Aoccompanied by
Uireotor General Police Department and Undersecretary for
Work Camps in Ministry of Interior, to camps of Jasenovao,
Jablanac, Stara Gradiska and (Gredjani Salas in Croatia.
Conditions these ocamps on whole tolerable though primitive,
Health of internees is falr, but working hours in shop and
field are long (? to 12 and 14 %o 19) for persons living
on monotonous and often insuffiolent diet consisting mainly
of corn meal and vegetables, Camps house men and women
(striotly separated) both Christian and Jewigh under striot
“Ustachi" guard., There i an urgent and general need of

¢clothing and shoes in all of these campa.

HARRISON

HDM/m Jb imk




COMITE INTERNATIONAL DE LA CROIX-ROUGE
AGENCE CENTRALE DES PRISONNIERS DE GUERRE

Chiban |
Ty
Talhg . 3

()

" b,
Geneva, September 4th. 1944, | &

Dear Dr, de Sehwarzenberg: 3

| Allow me to forward to you the name of another I~

| internee in the camp of Bergen-Belsen: Mrs. Antoine \

I BUCHSBAUM - which has been communicated to me by the Jewish
Agengy for Palestine, in the hope that packages can be sent
to her,.

— I made up a short cable to the War Refugee Board
on Friday based on the report of your Zagreb Delegate’
visit to the camps of Jasenovae, Jablanae, Stara Gradiska 3!
and Gredjani Salas in Croatia, stressing in partieular the | 5
urgent lack of clothing among the intermees in all of fthese 4
campB, I hope that it may be possible to persuade ihe
WRB to forward an initial bateh of clothing parcels (cun-
taining shoes as well) although in an earlier telegram on

k1 this subject they stated that “consideration will be glven

& to the gquestion of adding elothing to food consignmenis

£ after the scheme has become operative with reference to the

& establishment by ICRC of effeciive supervision and comirol

i in these eamps, IORC will be asked to report om the state

of clothing needs in the camps %o which food is delivered

B (and, by the way, do you plan %o send any parcels mede up

] from the Cristina goods to these camps in Croatia ?). Prompt

Vi arrangements will be made here for obtaining the equivalent

g of 25,000 parcels of clothing, in antieipation of conducting

ﬁ an experiment in supplying elothing." I should be happy,

¥ therefore, to wire to the WRE any further data which your

? delegates can collect regarding clothing needs,in such ecamps.

o ,( )"W JW

2

I hope within a few days to have some sort of a
detailed report omn rgen-Belsen from the Hungarian refugees
at present in Montreux. I imagine that you will receive a

copy of the same if one has not already been forwarded %o you,

o

the question of
for Germany in

I will include tactful reference
Amcross labels in future shipments of parc

an early cable, Meanwhile, with kind personal regards, I am, 2
=l
- & - b
Sincerely yours, l_
\
: lelland A
Bpecial pletant To
/ he American Minister
RDH/IJ he American Nl . S

o
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COMITE INTERNATIONAL DE LA CROIX-ROUGE

AGENCE CENTRALE DES PRISONNIERS DE GUERRE

L ~Ln]
Rappeler dans la réponse : 6ok
GENEVE,
Ohbgues postaur | 5527
Téldphane 4 22 €5
Tdiag. “INTERCROIXROUGE"™
— = {
BO e Ciidianss

B
] —
1
| e |
‘1 ._-___--—'-'
| \ : /

Monsieur,
Nous avons l'honneur de vous envoyer cleinclus, le
texte d'un communigué que nous remettons aujourd'hul méme

ot 4 la Presse,
il
Veuillez agréer, lionsieur, l'assurance de nos

sentiments distingués,

o A

,__//%m_'c'wp;‘d i

Ed. CHAPUISAT

Membre du Comité international
de la Croix-Rouge.

[e—

1 Annexe




SoplAl ! e Commmiqué No 238
/o ok / \
& " Al ((
T \
g (1)
=4l - | . Gendve, le 4 soptembre
* ‘|'

SERVICE DES "SECOURS INDIVI

INTERRUPTION DES ENVOIS DE

Le Service des "Secours Ing
national de la Croix-Rouge gul a pu,
rivages fréquents de colis, falre face
été présentées, informe toutes les persor
dez envols de colls standard, de provenance
sonniers de guerre en Allemagne, gufil dolt,
pendre ses expéditlons,

Toutes les mesurcs nécessalres
pallier cette pénurie. lNéanmoins, dans 1
tuelles, le Service des "Secours Indix
&4 guel moment le nouveau continge
en sa possession, Il ne manquera pas
voie de la presse, lorsqu'll sera en mesur
envois,

Les oxpéditions sont done
gu'éa nouvol ordre.

INCTOASINZLY SUCICT UDHLIUL Wi Gid SUVL pusvvew ==
concentration camps, Intercross respectfully recommends
that in future no receipt oards be placed in parcels
sinoe it is forbidden to inolude any printed material
whatever in packages. We will be kept informed of
progress in this program by Intercross.

EARRISON

RDM:nf
Copy to RDM

In duplicate to AI

Btate | 1-73

By B 1 bl A &T-’?

'
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TELEGRAM SENT

: To: Department Date September 6, 10 a, m., 1944,
' ff}:f No 5859
' Code._ T Charged to
o W
Paraphrase

From McClelland for WRB with reference to the . ]
Department's 2897 of August 23, |

According to reports from Intercross, instructions 7 i
have been given to 1ts delegates, who have already !
departed for Gothenburg, to make all necessary arrange-
ments there to handle, label and reship the initial
bateh of 15,000 parcels arriving on the GRIPSHOIM for
concentration camps in Germany.

Recent news from Intercross delegates in Germany
indicates that commenders of comcentration camps there
have received orders to apply much stricter measures as
far as relief for prisoners is concerned. As a result
it will probably not be possible to send collective
shipments, for instance, to the camp of Buchenwald,
but only individual parcels, Consignments may have to
be stopped entirely in scme camps. In view of the
increasingly strict control of all such parcels for
concentration camps, Intercross respectfully recommends
that in future no receipt cards be placed in pareels

FE since it is forbiddem to include any printed material
b whatever in peckages. We will be kept informed of

1 progress in this program by Intercross,

[r EARRISON

i

v RDM:nf

¢ Copy to RDM

In duplicate to Al
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Code:

@

epartment

¥

+ o Eae et resree WV i

Date: September 7, 5 p.m., 1944
No.: 1091

Received: septemb

' ily diseuss with
zgestion made by the

HULI
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Bern, September 8, 1944.

Dear Dr. de Schwarsenberg:

We have recently received a wire from the War Refugee
Board incorporating certain suggestions which were to be
expected sooner or later made by the World Jewish Congress.
This organization urges that a number of camps where Jewish
intemees are located be included in the proposed parcel
program. I am afraid that most of their suggestions are
of a highly impractical nature, and pass them on to you

for your appraisal. The "camps" they suszgest are as
follows:
Belgium - Breendonck and Mechelen
Netherlands - Barneveld, Vucht and Westerborck
Germany - Berga/Laim, Bergen Belsen, Birkenau,
Paubruck, Graitaitsz, Tomersdorf and
Triereichwald
Austria = Manthausen
Poland - Czestochowa, Deutachhorst, Jedizejof,

Kariljec, Klimentov, Krakow-Fodgereze,
Krychow, Sajeczyce, Sanok, Uher,
Intac, Ossawa, Oswiecim, Rejowlce,
Laziska and Wieliozka

Slovakia - Berednad Valmn and Vyhne
Protectorate~ Altersheim Prague
Northern

Italy - (Cesareo, Fossoli, Monte Ferrato and

San Martino di Rosignano.

I should welcome any expression of oplnion on your
part.

Sincerely yours,

Roswell D. McClelland,
Special Assistant to
the American Minister.
Ir. J. de Schwarszenberg,
International Committee of the Red Cross,
Hotel Metropole,
Geneva.

RIM /m3b

|
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TELEGRAM SENT

| To: Department Date September 9, 1944, 8 p. m.

No: 5971

Code 3 Chs ;

_Paraphr&se

Reference is made to the Department's 3091 of
i September 7th, s

I will take up with Intercross, in an informal
manner, the suggestions of the World Yewish Congress
concerning "cemps" whose inclusion they urge in the
300,000 parcel program. However, I cannot be very
optimistic as to the possible results since at least
90% of the places mentioned are quite inaccessible

| to Interecross. Latter would be unable to exercise,
: eéven remotely, the minimum of control necessary over
: the distribution of parcels and their receipt.

L From MeClelland for WRB,
HARRISON

RDM:mJb:nf
Copy to RDM
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Bern, September 14, 1944.

Dear Dr. Ullmann:

Thank you for. your.iwo letters of September 8th. I
have re the report furnished by your friends in Mon treux
vith oconsiderable interest and will telegraph,ceriain
pertinént parts, particularly regarding Bergen-Belsen,
to_the War Refugee Boexd. I have also passed on the
nasiés of tThe perscons in Dergen-Belsen you sent me T0 the
Internetional Committee of the ied Cross, fox imelusiom.in
their package mailing list.

Sincerely yours,

Roswell D. McClelland,
Special Assistant to
the American Minister.

[r. Fritz Ullmann,
44 rue des PAquis,
Geneva.

;JJ‘,’I::Jb

|
|
|
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Barn, S ember 14, 1944.
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COMITE INTERNATIONAL DE LA CROIX-ROUGE

AGENCE CENTRALE DES PRISONNIERS DE GUERRE

Rappeler dans |a réponse:

G.44/Sec. ZA/00 GENEVE, September 15, 1944.
Palais du Conseil-Généra

Chbques pestaux ). 3527 e /T
Talsphone 4 2908 JEO/E
Taldg. “INTERCROIXROUGE"'
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| utl JEL .
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included in the
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00,0008 of-the Joint ir
E d We have
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sometimes re
@stablishment. its by our delegates have hither-
to not beer i I should not like to see this

camp included in o 1eme as long as we ufficient |
poasibility of checking distribution. :

in from the camps attached to thls

Poland:
inice. ¥ L x
sufficiently sure of delivery.

the

ecim -

31 The guestion

mot accépt parcels

Slovakia: We have no delegation in t
Sered 1 by
i Forces and the lnmates liberat

never have heard of an-Alters-
re

heim P
Theresienstadt

nust be some mistake
regularly provided wit

p =

R
parcelLs.
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!
country.
1 the way to have been occupied by Free
]
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Y e, F
o

them

mind

kean-

Sincerely yours,

®our le Comité International
de la Clg? Reuges

%WM&( 77
Oirectaur de la MBivision
§'Assistance Spéciale

T



‘_ Ve 4‘A Y"-”w.; '.-' # ‘ 'k -:}

TELEGRAM RECEIVED

From: Departmant Date: September 16, © p.m., 1944
No: 3208
Code: Brown Received: ggptember 18, 10 a.m.

The following for MoClelland 1s WRAB 174 and
refers to your 5869 of Beptember 6,

2'v18

Packing of remaining 285,000 three-kilo parcels
about to be bsgun by Amoross. One each of folluwing
items:

T ideld tik

Y
I ¥

9ne nound oleomargarine, one pound powdered milk,
12 ounceés meat, 8 ounces salmon or tuna, 8 ounces cheese,
7 punces biacuits, 8 ounces sugar, 4 ounces chbeolate,
2 ounues Boap, and package of cigsrettes in each
individual parcel.

qd SAEY

Instructions from Board regarding recelpt cards |
: to ba enclosed each parcel desired by Amoross. Ascertaln ;
from Intercross the substitute method by which actusl |
receipt of parcels by beneficiaries shall be reallzed, f
1f receipt cards such as were enclosed in each of
original 15,000 parcels already shipped are unacceptable. |
Scecific instructions concerning markings on outer shipping |
carton also desired by Amorocss. Each outer shipping !
carton will contain six three-kilo parcels. Ascertaln i
from Lntercross 1f markings on original shipment |
acoeptable or their substitute. In order not to delay =
Amoross production, imperative we have immediate answer. i

HULL

re
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Let, I ree J ;

Reply t L mann i

I

Oor. FRITZ ULLMANN J :r

b 3 !

|

|}

1'

‘ Geneva, September 17th, 1944 !

" 44, rue des Phquis i

i !

;‘ 'l < 1

i H

| -

| Sl
{} Mr. l
5 % Roswell MoClelland k-
American Legation . I

Bern I
Elfenstrasse 6 .

Dear Sir,

I received a post-card from the family Sally and Herta

Goldmann, Aufenthaltslagsr Bergen-Bslsen, Krs. Celle and I beg

you to note kindly the above-mentioned address and to send them

some parcels, if possible.

Thanking you very much in advence, I remain,

Irs. very truly

i

Dr.?fUllmann

e
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Thldg, “INTERCROIXROURE"
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COMITE INTERNATIONAL DE LA CROIX-ROUGE l

AGENCE CENTRALE DES PRISONNIERS DE GUERRE i

Rappeler dans la réponse '}

ZA 00 = @G. 05 GENEVE, 20 Septembre 19lJ;. l

Chiques poviaux |, 8527 R I
Thlphone 4 23 08 5:?"/11\5/';:3 2] Palais du Conseil-Sénéral !
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Lon, nous vous
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lous sommes donc obli re recondi-
tlonner tous lea paque A nos afin 4'éviter
cet inconvénlent lor: prochain arrivage ( 285.000
colis ), nous vous serions reconnaissants s'il wvous
é6talt possible de donner Instruetions nécessalres
I i & Ameross pour gue la marchandlse solt embal 1

éo 18
H | des cartons de dlmensions correspondantes et sur les-
| quels ne dolvent figurer aucune inscription en anglals. gl
bl
ca 8.6l de \ |
le texte de ceu e It e en
| recto et en allemand et frangais au verso, Ces cartes i
| seraient & inclure dans une partie des colis que nous -
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COMITE INTERNATIONAL DE LA CROIX-ROUGE
M
. AGENCE CENTRALE DES PRISONNIERS DE GUERRE
B Rappeler dans la réponse :

§ e i G.85 GENEVE, September 21, 1044,
Téldohona 4 23 08 J32S/mha/GB Palais du Consell-Général
Taidg. “INTERCADIXROUGE"

]

Iy

! {

.l

I Re. : Individual parcels from French North Africa.

Reference : Our telephone conversation of September 18, 1944, [

Dear Mr. McClelland,

A large number of food p
prisoners of war a sent by relief «
ijorth Africa on behalf of the next-of
for some considerable time 1a our wa

These cels containing
as canned fish and dehydrated
also tobacco and soap, were orlgina
prisoners of war from / i
out prisoners of war
colonlal prisoners

id cannot be reached

P

The Delegation of Red Cross Societies of

or the "Commissariat aux prisoaniers
Comte de Leusse), would like to utiliz
out of a total of approximately 2€0.000, for

ical internees in Germany.

ju

»
a8

L]

However, when ih;Se goods were shipped to Geneva,
of' the blockade authoritiess, =nd they
oners of war. These anthorities will now
ent to the shipment of the supplies to

i vietims.

1 4
e

2]

o the American Minister
the United States of America

stragase




There is little hope of the 300,000 parcels of
the War Refugee Board reaching the concentratlon camps In the
near future, and even the 15.000 parcels already unloaded in
Goteborg will require some time before arriving in Germany.
The International Committee of the Red Cross would therefore
be very grateful if yoa could use your influence with the
relevant authorities to obtain their permission to utilize
immedlately 40,000 of these North Africaln parcels which could
be despatched at very short notice from Geneva,

These consignments to French political internees
would be sent under the terms agreed to, and with the usual
guarantees with which you are already familiar.

Please inform us if you are able to undertake all

the necessary steps involved by thi
your opinion a similar lestter shoul
and possibly to Mr. Reagan,

Thanking you in advsnce

S propos
d be sen

al, and whether in
t to Mr, Sullivan

for your kind cooperation,

lours

siacerely,

Pour le Comits Internationa’
@ la Creix Reugs

CAALL £
Directsur dy (4 Division
d'Asslstance Spéciale




COMITE INTERNATIONAL DE LA CROIX-ROUGE

AGENCE CENTRALE DES PRISONNIERS DE GUERRE

Rappeler dans la réponse:

GENEVE, September 21,

Chbques posteux |, 5527
Palals du Consell-Général

Téldphone 4 23 08
Telag. “INTERCROIXROUGE " JES/HL

- e J 7 .’J_ i Q’
(27274 LA ALY

o

g

g




2
ABE &
; TELEGRAM SENT
To: Department Date:  geptember 21, 5 p. m., 1944,
3
: ,f No: 6265
Code: iNE_G ' Charged to:
Paraphrase S:
(V]
Following is from McClelland for WRB. = S

Reference is made to our 5971 of September 9th and e
the Department's 3091 of September 7th. F

in reply to the proposals of the World Jewish Congress
as to the "camps" which might be included in the parcel
program of Intercross. The following is the substance
of the report in question:

We have now received a full report from Intercross = '3
. S

®l. Belgium - No longer necessary.

, 2, The Netherlands - We have made repeated attempts
! to get percels through to Westerbork and Vught. We
y received news that no parcels were admitted to Vught
and the results obtained in the case of Westerbork were
also negative, although we recently heard through the
German Red Cross that collective shipments could be
A sent there, the IRC Joint Relief Commission 1s closely
A examining this possibility and, if feasible, plans to

K use the funds left over from the JDC $100,000 sent to N
B Intercross. Attempts to get im touch with Westerbork “
i‘ through Protestant circles in the Netherlands were also <

| frultless. .

3., Germany - Parcels are being sent to a number

of internses in Bergen-Belsen and receipts come in
with regularity.

4. FPoland - Birkenau and Oswiegim, as well as
other camps in Silesia, have been ruled out as dellvery
guarantees are insufficient. The other camps mentioned
are not known to us. The spelling may be partly lncorrect.

SR =t

{3_ More




6265

i willie
More precise data from WJC would be appreclated.

5. Austria - Mauthausen proper is a penitentiery
where parcels do not reach bemeflclaries, although
some receipts have arrived from camps attached to
this establishment. We have never been able to
secure permission for one of our delegates to visit
Mauthausen. Sc long as we have no satlisfactory
possibility of checking distribution, we are reluctant b
to include this camp in the parcel scheme. w3

6. Slovakia - We have no delegate in that B
country. It was reported recently that the Camp of 5
Sered was ocoupled by Czech resistance and the
internees liberated.

7. Protectorate - We have never heard of an
"Altersheim Prague' and belleve there must be some
mistake, Thereslendtadt is provided with our parcels
regularly.

a4

v

8. Northern Italy - All camps containing Jews
there are under the control of the CGestapo and, so
N far, all our attempts to either send in relief or

make visite have bsen without result. We are contin-
| uing our efforts and are planning a new démarche at
f present.”

Intereross message ends,

With reference ti paragraph 5 above, I recently
b confidentially delegated a man returning to Austria -
who has the necessary contacts to send us as full a ¢y
report as possible on concentration camps in that ¥
country and to feel out various ocamp commanders with a :
view to getting parcels to prisoners at least.

SR

=

Regarding the Jews imprisoned in Northern Itely,
I am constantly attempting, both independently and in
oonjunction with Dr. Riegner of the WJC to organize
rescue operations. However, most camps where Jews
are confined prior to deportation are located in areas
where rescue operstions by the Itallan Resistance are
geographically exceedinzly difficult and risky.
Resistance representatives here state that they are
too i1l equipped in arms, trucks, fuel, eto., to
undertake such operationms. Consequently, I have had
to 1imit aid to sending funds to finance people in
hiding, false papers, acquiescence local offieials, under

a and similar aid.
cover travel 150N

e

RDM:nf L |
Copy to RDM
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TELEGRAM SENT

To: Department, Date: geptember 21, 1944, 6 p. m.

b 4 No: 6263
Code: proun Charged to:

For WRB from MoClelland. el S O
Department's 3208, September 16, fo P

ICRC has just received report from its delegate 5
in Gothenburg concerning 15,002 parcels whioh arrived fo U
on GRIPSHOIM. Regarding one lot comprising 1867 shipping ro D i
cartons oontaining 10,002 parcels he states that 2
individual parcel cartons were too large for contents {
| which hed moved around with result that considerable o
| portion of sugar, for example, was lost. Balance of =
5,000 parcels were packed in shaller cartons so that (G 2
contents were intact, although tape enclireling them k-
was too weak to permit reshipping by mail without
reconditioning. ICRC delegate further reports that
outside of individual parcel cartons bore varlous
| texts in English which will make mailing into Germany
for ooncentration camps diffi t

went of

hat individual

k| 285,000 parcels ICRC strong
parcel cartons be compact, sturdy : too large for 3
contents and bear on exterior no (repeat no) printing N
whatsoever in any language. Outer shipping carton “
should alse be plain with exception of address;

#Delegate of International Committee of the Red COross,

Gothenburg, Sweden. " |

(74

1

1774

o

sed in
original 15,002 parcels were ! ly not
entirely satisfactory. ICRC s that Amocross have
receipt cards printed accoruig; to sample belng ‘
forwarded to Amecross by wirephoto September 22. Suech
receipt cards should be included in 185,000 parcels ﬂ
whioch will be sent into camps in collective shipments. ]
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The balance of 100,000 parcels gshould contain

no receipt cards whatsoever. CRC will use these for

individual




e e e
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6263

-

individual mailing and will attach to each a spacial
tag back of which oconstitutes a receipt to be returned
to IORC Geneva. BSuch tags have been used with consider-

able success so far.

Very encouraging results have been recently
obtained with first batoch of parcels made up from
CRISTINA goods and ICRC has already gotten back about
1500 receipt cards from camp of Dachau alone each one
bearing signatures and numbers of from one to 15 prisoners
80 that valueble data on at least five times number of
prisoners as pardels sent has been received,

ICRC states that considerable diffioculty is
being encountered transshipping parcels from Gothen-
burg to Germany, concerning which I assume Amcross

is keeping you posted.

Please express to Amoross ICRC's warm appreciation
of thelr invaluable ald in making up these parcels.

HARRISON

RDM:nf
Copy to RDM
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AMCROSS WASHINGTON FROM WRB MCC
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AMCROSS WASHINGTON FROM WRB MCCLELLAND
N

AaTERN

"EMPFANGSBESCHEINIGUNG

QUITTANCE

Sendung Nr _ Erhalten am

2> Recu le

Envoi Mo

Unterschrilt des Emplingers

Signature du destinataire

33e(Block) Matrikelnummer

MNuméro matricule °
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AMCROSS WASHINGTON FROM WRB MCCLELLAND

y 1944,
EMPFANGSBESCHEINIGUNG
QUITTANCE

10059

Sendung Nr

z Erhalten am !
Erivéi No ° ; + AR

Regu le

|
Unterschriit des Emplingers : r
Signature du destinataire :

Genaue Adresse(Block).... . Matrikelnummer :
Numéro matricule *
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TELEGRAM SENT

To: Department Date: September 23, 1l a, m., 1944.
No: 6305 (London: 1757)
Code : _ Y i Charged to:
F
Paraphrase

Repeated to London.

The Department should refer to its 2769 or
August 1lth in connection with the Legation's
6306 of today's date from McClelland for the

War Refugee Board,

HARRISON

RDM:nf
Copy to RDM




To:

Code:

TELEGRAM SENT

Department \ Date: September 22

“‘) No: 5:502‘:'( London 175%)
Brown Charged to:

In line with ICRC's food parcel program for
politiocal prisoners in co centration camps in
Germany following Taquest was received from ICRC
on September 22d.

A stook of food
rellef organizatio
behalf of ne :
for many mont
intended for

hou

i1
-5

al -_:,f:(i to
ade Authori-
be required,
to use them

23, 11 a.

1944,




305 (London 1757)

-2

to take advantage of rapidly dwindling transport
Tacilities.

Such parocels would naturally be dilstributed
under terms agreed to and with IORC juarantees as
set forth in Legation's 4578, July 18 (1262 to
London).

An early answer would be most appreciated.

Repeated to London.

i e
HARRISON
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Bern, Septeimber 25, 1044.

Dear Dr. de Schwarzenberg:

1 take the liberty
rther persons

0 you the hames
bergen-pelsen
Ullmann:

D8 apprec

T 11

Ll J

t 01 package beneficiari

Sincerely yours,

opeclal AS8181 to

the American lMinister.

Dr. J. de Sehwarzent
I national tee of the Red Cross,
1 Metropole,
Geneva.
A
M/mjb

persona
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Dr. Ullmann:

Dear
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SNn PRSP MM PRAYET AYTRDnT Poran

THE EXECUTIVE OF
T..E ZIONIST ORGANISATION/ THE JEWISH AGENCY FOR PALESTINE
CENEVA OFFI( F
TBlﬂDth.-:‘ 291.74 . Gensve G:;Lez-hﬂ' 26th, 1944
i Telegrams: Zionorg Genéve 5 gl Wilsan
Lettars : Zionist Organisation i
37, qual Wilson, Ganéve {Suisse)
'| K/DT - &/14
|
1 ! f
Dsar Mr. McClslland, oy
to my previous letters, I beg

Feichthal

ta
AT 1 44
Mrs., Leontine 10
Mrs. Brauna Goldwasser
Mrs. Anna Steinberg
erneses in Berg

as int

|
i
\' grateful for
P the 1 B 0 P
¥ 1s* list for B
i J ith many
A .
[ a sincarsl
A
r :
i U
¥
b
jdl } s
I }Aﬂ.[:&,_x 5
Dr. ¥. Kahany 7
gecrstary General /
Mr . MeClelland
Spec o the aricen ¥inister,
B e n




(‘-‘ h Bern, September 27, 1944,

Dear Dr. de Sohwar=menberg:

We recently received a cable from the War
Refugee Board reporting that according to information
the Eq-:cl has received several thousand Jews are
stated 1_:c- e held in_thrs region of the Bast Prussian-
Iittmanian frontier in a camp or locality by the nene
of "Erotingen. Any informatiom which you might have
or might receive from your Delegates in Germemy
concerning such 1 L preciated as well b
as eny efforts taken by the e . ~
netionsal Committee this direction, Y
eesbhle getes that 1 leportation of
ws from Ksunes to East Prussia has been re-

be und

I found a long letter
h Agency for Palestine'
ed to me a list comprising
ungarian Jews belongifhg to the group
. d in rgen-Belsen, He hopes
ible for you to arrange for them
through the IRCC paid for by the
In principle I should have no
je L am not aware that the :
L IRCC is forwerdi any péarcels to intermed Jews which

from Mr,
{ along wi
B some
of 1
that b
t0 receive

Hefuree

%

i "are paid t1 RB, ¢ only parcel scheme for C
i which the 111 eventually pey is that invelving '
i the CRISTINA goods which are going to concemtration B
! camps for politicel prisoners in Germany rather than

3 to Jews,

Please let me lmow whether there is any
préctical use in my forwarding these lists tc yom since
Mr. Kaheny is volunteering to send me a list of all .
1,566 persons in Bergen-Belsen (that is, the Hungerians) ,

Very sincerely yours,

Roswell D, MeClelland
Special Assistant to
the American Minister,

-

Dr, d, de Schwargenberg :
Comité International de la Croix-Houge
Hotel Métropole - G en e v &,
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From:

Code:

TELEGR

Department

Brown

—

AM RECEIVED

Date: September 29, 8 p.m., 1044

No: 3361
Received: September 30, 11 a.m.
RE FOOD PARCEL PROGRAM (WRB)

Favorable act!
6306, of Septamber
London, with raque

with Bern in regar

/nrm

on on request set forth in your
23, has bdbeen recommended to

st that London communicate direct
d4 thereto.
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