


.. _. . 

.... ~. 

' 

War Re:tugee Board 
American Legation 
Bern, Swit&erland 

IBTERNA!riOllAL C01111UTi'EE OP THE RED CROSS : 

RELIEII' POR CONOENTRATIOB CAMPS 

IB GERlWfY ABD GERJ.Wf- OCCUPIED AREAS 

April through December 

1 9 • 4 

•••• 

Jurb-Mappe Nr. 1000 (32 2<1 em) 
Kallct • C<1 A O~ Utrn 



~ 
a.wsl•­
sxs/BL· 

Mr· Jagea, le 14 aou~ 19'3 ur. L111nga\on, le aS eo~\ 19,$. 
AU~at '8'~ 1 19.:5. 

Da!J! tab or atan4ard r'lod pvoela to concentration 

oGmp! end priaona. 

'rhe ln\41:-national. Coaai ttoe ot the ll~ croaa hal 
peraiatent l.Y endeuou.red t o 1r.ol.u4• !o.·al£11 o1 v1lian prisoner a, 
inter n c.r~ oonoon\rat1on o~~·· 1n the aphere of ita 
aot1 • _.i. mainlY na1.1ono.la troa 
OCO ~- -• +h• C•D•'& 

con~f t the Genf J,"e not -
wi.~ ~n c~•; 
a1 ~ccord-
1ns e i n 
urg1 it our 
4utl t ha GoVl d "111\b a y d rood 
por ncl porBOn. 
rea 1aonera 
1n • already 
~ a, aubjeot, 

ho1 .ore not 
1n1 oriainal 
otl ntrntton 
ODI boUt 
llltO- nama• anu aaurwo•u•• - _ iO certaib 
'Polea, Dutcblllllllo e•c. , and it 1i11Ult1c1pa~o ~ua• __ cb.er na.MI 
lllld eddreaaca woul4 be tort.bcod.D-5 if the aob.eCI8 tor the regular 
deapatcb of rood parcela ware put tnto practice . 

However, the rul1n& 1a14 do.U b1 the :oi nt A&glo­
Acer1oan coaD!\teo tor ~oonomio artar• prob1b1\l the aan41n& 
o-r ~er1can 11!ld nri t1all Rod croaa atantla::'d :rood parools to 
peraona ou.ar '\han priaonera dt ~ and 'Pera<Jn.a raprdod aa o1d-
l1an 1ntarneaa; auch oona1snm-nta are subOrdinated to the 
eond1t1on thnt thO ooop• concerned be r&gUlarlY •1•1~ed bJ 
4olesatea ot 'tbe In\ern t1onal Co~ttoa ot ~· Jled croea and 
that liata or nnaea be auppl1ed . Since t b1e to~- ot control 
la untor~unaiall not teaeible 1n the oaae of o~noantratlon oam a , 
we haYe en4ea•ourad to aacertain •hetber another tora ot control 
would be aocvptobla, n~elJ .nether 1t would be poaeible to 
obtain rece1~ta aigned peraonallJ by the reo1p1en' tor each 
parcel •hiob would act •• proof or G.el1nl"1, For th1a 
purpose, we toner4e4 , by W1l3' ot experi ent, !50 parcela of 
Swill origin, conte1n1n& a reoe1pt tor~, addreaaed peraonalll 
\0 50 4ee1~te4 pr1aonar• in •ar1oua,conoentrat1on oampa and ./ . 

. ~ 
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Jllote r em.l ae ~ 1 

Ml' · J amoa, l o &4 aolh 194.3 
Ur . Lf'~nseton, la 85 ao~t 19~3. 

.1usuat ~~. 1943. 

n .. pno'h ot 

The ln\ernattonal Cogmittee of the ed c r oaa haa 
pere1alonU1 e::u!auoiU"ed to tnol.ude tol·e1f!U civilian priaone.ra, 
int erned in o.r~ conoontrativn caQP•• in tho aphere or ite 
act1v1tiea . Tbeae ~risonare are ~uly nationDla trom 
occupied territor~•• · Sinoo tue proviatona of tho oeneva 
C-:>nven t1 on on Pr1110110ra ot e.r do l).Ot , in tbo opinion ot the 
oerman outnori t i e a , cover tbie clu• o!' r i aor.ara, •e oro not -
w1\h oer t&in e1oopt1ona - gr6Dted eoo8S8 to oenoentr&tion campa; 
a i a1l&rlY

1 

uo l1sU ot n&:lle& o.ra oo;mnUllicated \o ~· Accord-
ins to reliable informAtion, however, tbeae prisoner• oro 1n 
urp;ont need ot a441 tiolllll tood ax1d we coneequontl)' deem 1 t our 
dutJ 'GO su'blllit this %l8tld .tor the oe.rnea\ oonsidorn 1;1on OJ: t_e 
c;ov8rnment• end the !rnt1onal Red oro sa coc1ot1ea concerned w1 th 
a vi • • ~ torwar41ng to tbese oivtliaD pr1aoncrs atandord rood 
paroala eilllile.r 'GO t oee racei ved b7. p:M.eonoro ot we: cu.d JJornon 
resor4e4 u c1Vi41an intorneee. The per~aeton tor priaonera 
1n ccnoentratton c~• ~ roo 1~0 tud1v1dunl ~arcola has ~ready 

MD eeou:ro4 troJ:l ;t.ba oo~eten~ aut~ritiea 1n OOrmanllo aubject, 
hgwever, to \1:8 oo.nc\1 Uon tlla'lo \he prisonora oonoa:ned were not 
tntarned on tb.e ground• ot b&•ing collllll1 tt.ed ll 11erioua cr1J11nal. 
ortence Olld that their n~•• an4 ad4raea8e in "the concentrnt.lon 
oarapa ere lclOEL• :It. ..hU th~ !been poae1 bl.a t.o obtCiin about 1~0 118J21118 and aMrosaee, twlnlY ot t.orwetsicms, but a.loo cartaUI 
Pole a, DutobJien, e~o . , and it 1D ant!.oipato4 tt1at turthor na1110• 
and addreeeoa would be torthcocinc lt the ecume tor \he resular 
doepatob ot rood parcels were put into praotloe. 

Jtowever, tlle ru:linl laid C1011D b7 the Joi nt .A.Dglo­
~er1aO:O CommUteo for ~conoDiO e.rtare probib1te the stod1D& 
of .AJCeriocn end Bri ttab Red eroco ataDda.t4 food 11aro la to 
pereona other tbAD pr1eonere df YBr end puraons re~4cd a. o1v1-
lle.Jl internees; nch conaignDOUte are subordinated to the 
e un41t1on thnt the oCDP• concornad b ragularlY vleited by 
dele go. tee or 'the International co 1 ttee ot 'tl•e Red Crose and 
that lieU or nnmo• 'be e•lpplicd. Since tbia torr.~ of control 
1• untortunetal)' not feasible in 'the caae of concentration c~•· 
.. have endee•ourod to ascertain whether another rora ot control 
•oulA be aocGPt.able, nacalY Wbatber it would be poeaible to 
obtain r8oe1p~e el&eed pereonall1 b)' the recipient tor each 
parcel which would oct •• proof or doll ~erY. Tor tbie 
purpoee, we torwo.r4e4, b)' w~ ot expertr.ent, IJO peroela or 
Sw1•• origin, contoinin& a receipt tor , addreeeod pere~nallY ~ ISO 4eete:zw.te4 pruonera in vnrlOU.,CODOODtrat.lon cOliiJ)& and 

./. 



pr!aona i n Garmany , The r eaUl' wae bw,ond all expectation. 
In laaa thllll e waalta OYer two 'h1rda or the raoa1pta , dUly a1~nad by the roo1p1enta, had bean returned to ua . Thla 
ruul • 1a all tlla ~:~ora atr1lc1ns ••, ow1nc to tha oonatut 
ohangaa tn the o~pa 1t waa to be •~pootad that a oortain 
porcantaaa ot the addr aaaea could not bo raechad. 

The Intarnnt!onal Coc_ittae would/greatly 
appreciate hearing the v!ewe 01 the competent outbor1~1oa 
t n roprd tt~ the aoh8::18 outlined at.ol'a . 

-----------------------
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Yours sincerely , 

J'rancia B.James 

n this morni~~g, 

apte:ober 1st 
concentration 

dll!l referred to 

ttach copy of my 

he International 

i ved from Washington 

Special Representative 
Amurican Red Cross . 
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Camps 

aatel des Berguea 
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April 14th 1944. 

Dan Reagan Esquire, 
Commercial Attaah4, 
~erican Legation, 
BERNE . -

======-==== 
Deer Dan, 

Following our conversation this morning , 

I attaoh hereto copies of my latter of septe~ber lst 

and November 1st last year referring to ooncent.ration 

camps, together with cop~ of the memorandum referred to 

in oy latter of september lst. I also attach copy of my 

letter of PebrW1ry 7th of this year to the International 

Co=m!ttee quoting the reply which I received from ~ashinglon 

under date of NoveMber 30th 1943. 

Tours sincerely, 

~ '\o--.....:-oj~· 
Pranoia B.JIII:Iea 

Special Representative 
American Red Cross . 



Copy.-

~· 
Letter of September 1st from Llr. James to ),!r, Kitchell 

Last Pall I was approached by the Committee 
requesting permission that it be authorised to use a small 
number of Amoroes standard food parcels which 1t had pur-
chased from us for a despatch to be made to some 50 individuals 
located in several concentration camps in Germany. At this time, 
I cabled Washington asking for your opinion on the matter and re­
ceived a reply that under existing regulations of both the Ulnistry 
and the Board of Economic Warfare, such utili~atlon could not be 
authorised, unless these individuals ware in camps in which the 
internees were considered as definitely assimilated under the 
Geneva Convention. 

The Committee has bean for some time studying the 
question of possible aid to internees of various nationalities in 
concentration caaps where internees cannot be considered as assimi­
lated, and has succeeded in forwarding parcels to 50 individuals in 
various concentration camps. The foodstuffs contained in these pack­
ages were purchnsed. in Srltzerland and financed through independent 
sources. 

I attach hereto a memorandum just given me by the 
Committee concerning the results obtained from thie first despatch, 
together with photostatic copy of the 31 receipts obtained for the 
50 parcels despatched, which the Committee prepared at my request. 

Further, I attach a large photostatic copy of one 
receipt which is particularly interesting, in view of the fact 
that a relative of the signer lives in Geneva and has recognised 
the signature on the receipt as authentic. 

As you know, the Committee is lacking a great deal 
of information concerning the names, nationalities, and so forth 
of thousands of these people in concentration camps, and concerning 
the ultimate destination of many thousands of individual a who have 
been deported from their homes by the occupying powers. 

The receipts obtained from the forwarding of a few 
parcels which have gone through give some information, howeYer, 
in respect of a certain number of individual cases. 

While the results obtained in securing approximately 
receipts from two thirda of the individuals to whom parcels were 
aenl is, in the opinion of the Committee, aur~iaingly good, it was 
pointed out that even better rasulta might have been obtained if 
some 8 or 10 packages bad not been forwarded as test cases to some 
actu.al priaou. 

I attach hereto the remarks reproduced in a nota 
by the Secretariat of the ComDitlee from Dr. K&rti its principal 
Delegate in Garmany. 

I pasa on the above information to you in order that 
you may be currently informed regarding the activities o~ the 
eocmittee concernina persons in concentration oampa, and would be 
yery pleased to haYe your and tho competent authoritiel viewa on 
thie subject. 

~t'\~ 

~ .. 
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The IDte,..Uoll&l ed Cro .. hu ~.IS.etertl)' 
e:c.deno!lrld t o :blo1u4e foreip oiTilillll rhoura , intlned ill 
PI~ ooLcectr tion e.-pe , 1• the aphere of ita aotiyitiea . !heae 
Jl7iaeura ue aainl)' Jllltioll&la tro11 oooupied tel'Titorte • Shoe the 
prOT1 :iou of t he O.MTa Cozrn11tion oil hhoura of War do not , in 
the opiAion of ~e o.raan c~thoritiea ; oo•er tbia olua of ~riaonara , 
we Art ~ot- • i lh certain exoe t1o111 - cr nted aoceea t;oonce.tr- • 
tion Cll;!,PI; dail rl,y , u lhte of u.a are co=..unicated to u . U.fiJt­
d~ to ralicble n!oraation, b owner , th111 priaonan are 1D urceut 
a.e d of a441Uon&l food and •• oonaequeutl7 deem it our du\7 to aub:it 
thil need for the eUDeat oon.stderation of the Gon%'1!11ellta and the 
n~tioaal ... Croll Sooietiea coucernad with • TiiW to forwardtnc to 
Uue ohilian p-hon n atud.ard :food pnroele aiaUar to thoae 
noli Ted b7 priaoun of w= and peno111 recarded u ohiliu brten:..ea . 
!kt pro:::iuJo11 for priaonen ill oo11eentretioa OUIPI to renin illdh11ual 
:rareeh hu alnad;r beea 11cured froa the ooQttlnt authtr1\i .. in 
lieraJ~; , 11l'bjeet , henTer, to t.he condition thet the -,rhoun ocucer­
ud were ut ill' ernad on the p-o'll.llda ef hllTiq co-a::.ittl~ a 11rioua 
ert.iaal offeue and thc.t their u.z::ee ud ad dna cu in tile oonoen­
trat1 ca o.-pa are known. It hoa thua been poaaible to obtain cbou· 150 
n&cll and addrlllel, ~nly or I orweaiana, but aliO Olrtaill Polea , 
Dut~n, eto. , aad 1t il anticipated tb t further~· lllld adtr~ aee 
would be lortlooaiJI.c If the aoh ... for the YW£Uler deaputob of fo,~ 
pueeh Ylrt y.lt into practice . 

Eounr, the ruliJI.c l aid 4o1rll '117 the Joint AJI&lo-JDer1ean Co it\11 
for Eooaeaie War:ten proh1'iita the aendi~ of Aaerioan and Br1tiab 

ed Croaa ataadar• food p~oela to peraoaa other thaD priaoaera of war • 
Ul4 ~erao111 ncar4 • u ohUiaa interneu 1 auoh oolllilf-IIU are aubor­
d.i.a&ted to the oo:adiUo:a 'lhr.t tba lllm])l eonoernad be ngul.arl, 
Til1hll tJ,. l!thptn et the IzrternaUoa::l Coa::Ht111 of tile J!ed Croaa 
ani that lt;ta or name• be au plied . Btnoe tb1a fo:ra or oantrol ia 
ua!ort~tel7 not teaai'ile ill the oaae of ooncentratioa o~a, •• hn•e 
enllea•ovred to a.certaill wbet~er OLother forll of ooDtrol woul d be 
ooaptable, n.a-11 Whether it would be poeeible to obtaia reo•ipta • 1rne4 

peraoaall)' by tho no1pitnt tor eaoh paroel wLioh would act aa ~oof 
of delin17 . 7or tbh puzron , we fonru 14, b7 wq of UJJericlt.t , 
50 p reela of Swiaa ori&iA, contaiaiac a reoeipt t.r., ~~r•• ell 
peraouall,y te fiO dui£1:&'te4 i.aonere in •ario•• conoen'l..- 1 11 1 ani 
priaena u Ge • !be neul.t wu hyoa4 all e%l'eotaUoa. len 
t.l!aa 6 neb ner two thirda of the nolipta, dul7 • i,r.ao. e 
rtoipitr.ta , had b11J1 :retun~~d to ua. !hio r11ult 1 ll W..e Jre 
atriki.J:.P 1 , owill,£ to the cor.at=t c~• ia the e · , 1 •ae to 
be ex-eo that a oertaiJI p:roent o or the ddron111 c d d not be 
reao ed. 

a.:..ortUJU:tll7 w 110n paroda art aow anU blt tor lhen 
ohiliu prhouro, tn4 n han u hope or o'btaini:ll£ h.rtlsarten:.1tl tor 

..... 
; "'J ' . . 

~ . ' 
_, 
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Copy.-

Letter nol50 

Letter of Novem~er 1st from Ur . James 
to Ur. Yitchell 

Dear Ur. Kitchell, 

I wiah to refer to my letter No . llO of sept­
ember 1 concerning parcels which had been aent Lo concentration 
camps by the International Co=mittee. I have just received a 
further communication from the Committee in which they state: 

•Further to our note of August 24 , we have 
now recei~ed almcet all the receipts concern­
ing the 50 paroala which were sent as a teat 
to pnsona and concentration camps. !hese re­
ceipte were all signed by the addreesees. 

!his teat, which was made to see if the 
method of control by receipts was satisfactory, 
has consequently been perfectly auoceeaful." 
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Copy. -

Letter of Pebruary 7th from Ur. James to t he 
International Co~ttee 

I wish t o refer t o your latter of August 24 19~3 
concerning parcola sent to concentration camps . As you know, I 
aent all the information given in this letter, together with the 
photostatic copies of the receipt s received, t o my headquarters 
nn Washington. I have just had a reply from them which I quote 
hereunder: 

"Reference is made to your letter of September lst 
regarding the desire of t he I .R.C .C. to secure 
packa&es from the ARC which they could in turn 
forward to civilians in concentration camps in 
Garmany. tour letter with ita attachment s from 
the I.R .C.C. has been given careful examination 
hare, and the question has be a.. discussed with 
lllle. Jl'erriere . 

We are, of course, in sympathy with t he objectT 
iva of providing necessary food for such parsons , 

I 
but the question is one which relates primarily t.o 
the position of the blockading authorit ies . The 
persons involved do not enjoy the protection of the 
Prisoners of War Convention, and consequently they 
are regarded by the blockading authorities in the 
s ame light as the civilian populations of enemy 
controlled territory. The tact that the I.R.C.C. ia 
able to obtain receipts~rom the persona in questi on 
would not, we are sure, be construed as a circumstance 
cnanging this basic position. In view of t hi s situ­
alTon, therefore, the J)ropoaal, even though now in­
volving an e xtremely small number of J)ackagea , r aises 
the whole quest ion of the des~atch of food supplies 
through the blockade . 

The American Red Cross has followed t he prac­
tice of not endeavouring to influence t he decisions 
of the blockading authorities and we are not, t here­
fore prepared to urge t hem to agree to the 1uggest ion 
of the r .R. C.C. We 1ee no r eason, however, why the 
I.R. C. C. should not approach the bloc~adiug authori­
ties directly , altno~J£h we oan hold out li tUe hope 
for favorable action, since the ~osition of the 
Go?ernmental aut horities involved , opposing the ship­
ment of such packa~•• through tne bloc&Ade, haa been 
reiterated as recently as thi1 currant month. 

I believe you have already approached t he bloc~ng 
authoritiee without aucces1ful re&u+ta, 10 tbut it appeara t here 
it little turt~er that we oan do at this moment concerning tr~a 
probl•. 
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To 

Cod e 

(c FIL E I 

TELEGRAM SENT 

De par tme.o t Date . Apr1l20, 2 p.m., 1944. 

No 2508 

Charged to 

Paraphrase 

Please refer to paragraph B 1 or the Legation's 

1366 or Karoh 6. 

With regard to test shipments of rood parcels 

to Allied nationals in concentration camps in Germany, 

the Depart~ent is requested to see the letter dated 

September 1, 1943, rrom Mr. James, the Special Represen­

tative in Geneva of the American Red Cross, to Mr. 

Mitchell, the director of Insular and Foreign Operations 

or tha American Red Cross. 

tl5.88 

DJR:RCG:nr 

In triplicate 

'.• 
i\. •." 

"··. 
~ '. 

HARRISON 

'T'7I"'n 
I 7lf , r ., ..... 



Dan .·aaean Esquire, 
Cocmercial Attach,, 
~rica£ le ation, 
'!IE R); E • 
======;::=- ======-= 
Dear Dllll, 

E6~el das Barguos 

l~· 4th 1944 . 

Followine IllY lett er O• Mril 14th , l at.tc.ch l.ereto 

cor:• or t.l:e la.:st a:aoorlllldu.c from Ur ... ch.,nr:enberg ,dated I.Jlril 

2~tb, eonce~ing proposed &clio~ of 'is & clion. l ~ ~o~arding 

tl is to Washin~on in ~~ letter nurb~r 324 of tod~-·s dcte to lx. 

~an, eDd 1! 700 so desire you are certainly ot liberty to re!er 

to this letter ill trrJ..V of ;•our eoiiZ!Ullicr.t ions to Toe.ahington . 

ltv bel!t n;eards to ~·ou end Boonie , 

Yours s incerel;r, 

~ 
Frp,n'is B. JIll.. OS 

S:racial Reprosentntive 
~rjcan Red Crose . 
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IHRICAN REO CROSS 

GE N EVA 

UH'Tt I S 0 , A .. I!!RIC:. 

R" -5 MAI 1'1W 
o Ell RN o 

-r ... 

Reoran/Pow concen­
tr tion c~s 

Da:: .eaean Esquire, 
Co=erc ial At taeh41 , 
Aaer i can Lez ation , 
B'hR!i .E . 
=::t---=:== ===== 

Den Dl!ll , 

H• t al des erguea 

ll~t.:• l t b 1944 . 

Following~ l et ter of April 14tt , I ettaob ~~rato 
cor;r of the lr.~ t mlll:!ornndw:l hom llr . Schwar:tanber g ,deted April 

2Ct h, concerning :pr opo:sed action of • ;s s ect 'on . 1 e. f ortraxding 

t his t o flu!li.net o~:~ in 111.'' letter r.urb-.r 324 of toda,~ 's date to l:r. 

~an, nvd if ~ou eo desir e you ar~ certainly nt liberty to re:er 
tc tl:is l etter ill a..·• or your co=nicot ior.s to Yl'c.shi.utton. 

''\.,, . 
-~t.=·.· 

ly best recnrds to you nnd Ooonie , 

r 

Yours sincerely , 

~ Fran~ is B. J .u:.:es 

Spa ci a1 Represent cti vo 
~rican ~ad Cr oss . 

, 



Copy.­

:.A/00 G. 85 

Note for Xr . James 

April 2Gt h l9W 

Last saQmer the International Committee of the 
Red Cross drew your attention and t ~t of~. Livi~ ston t o tho 
need for assiatin civilian do,orteea from occupied countries in 
:Europe. Our o.p.,eal was also sent to the British lied Croaa in London. 

Inowiny the very precarious poailion of certain 
categories of civilians in the ocoup>od countries or deported from 
there, t he International Comnittee have constantly endeavoured to 
bri~~ to notice how very urgent their need of help was . 

These individuala who are not protected by the Gensva 
Convention relative to prisoners of war, are deprived of t heir liberty 
ll.!ld their plight is similar ... it not more pitiful - th= tllat of priso~:­
ers' of war and civilian internees properly speaking. Chief among these 
are t he political prisoners who are nationals of Gercan-occu~ied coun­
triea aud who are in concentration C&."]ls in difi'icult circl.lm4tances as 
rerarda food and clothing. 

It is a matter of regret that the blockade authorit ies 
have not considered it 1 easible to allow those categories of eopooi­
ally unfortULate war-victims to be sQpplied from overseas, allegi»b tJat 
onl:; Jl• 1·aons to wnom the Genova Convention relative to prisoners ot war 
is IIJ>pl ... cable should benefit b;y this privile.;e , ~,! ot.1era to be assioi­
lated to j)O,Pulutions of occuried countri s who are not supplied by the 
P}Ijs -'ithl>r . rhe International Co=!& tap JlJ1 ~...iloJ. t ~ ca, share 
this vief!I!~ which ~es relief entirelY. subordinate t~ dec~sion by £he detn1 =& authori£1oS: 

Judging that the blockade authorities are not opposed 
on principle to this catesory of war-victims ' rece<vinp assistance, but 
t!:at t~e:· are concerned lftainly with preventing tho dotaimng country 
fr0111 der1vinp an" benefit from tho foodstuffs , the Intornntio~ Co~t­
tee have eudeovoured to discover so~e means of guaranteeing the safe 
distribution of relief in these camp3. At the s~e time, they have 
SOU£ht to provide t~e blockade authorities with guarantees which would 
'llo e~uivalent (if 110t superior) to t1111 '-6!1115 of control provided for 
under the Convention of Geneva, tho latter being unfortunately inapplic­
a lo in the present inatance. 

These guar~.tees are as follows: thanks to certain 
small sum: which ha?e been received in Switzerland, we have boon able 
to seDd soae ~arcola to the princi pal concentration c~s in Ge~y 
and evon to oertain c~pa an~ prisons in t4o occur~ed ca~ntries, nith 
the request that acknowled&centa be retur~ed t o u~ personal!~ b~ the 
benefieiarit!s. Our deleGates havo beau able to establish personal oon­
~act with eev~ral of theee camps (Oranionbure, Dauhau RavensbrUck, and 
others to follow), and to a.ncertniu on the spot that tho parcels had 
actuall~· been delivered and that t. ore was no reaaon to fear the;,r had 
been miaappr~riated. We are thue able at present to send parcels to 
Norwegian (alGo to the tuderta ~roo Oalo), Dutch, Polish, Belcian, 
Ouch, Greek c.n:l oti:er doJ,orteea in certain C&.."';a, but for lack ot' funds 
nnd Jarcel~, wo are not in a position to develop thie relief action on 
the scale which would be necessary. 

We have also bad confi~tion t'roo the families of 
the deportees t at our parcels have arrive<! sll!el;·, the detainees havice 
written ~oce expresain t eir tratitude for parce~ received froa Geneva. 

~ 
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Althou£h tt detnininc authorities decline to 
aUJ>ply tbe International Coim::littee •·it tho nru::ecs of political 
.Prisoners and even with infonu..Uon on tue strengths of the 
caaps, this uotion has had a noteworthy re•ult . Tho parcels 
tthich we ha\'a been able to deliver to oe:rtaiu de.tainees have 
as a matter of fact ectad like a snowball , a . .J the next-of-kin 
in the bome countries of tho dorortees, havinr been notified by 
let tors froa the camps, o.re no.· a.d,•isins ua sponto..noously of the 
names and addressees 01 the deporteoa. Thus we possess tue nuaes, 
and we would ask you to treat this as strictly confidential, of a 
laree numbor of llorwegians, Dutch, u.ud Poles, who aro pol! tical 
prisonars in the concentration c~ps . Consi&nment.s ooul~ t erefore 
be orgAnised nyEtematieally c.ild we ev"n hope to be in a position to 
receive acknowled~ants from tue pri soners' representatives - si~-

{ 
larly t.o the proeedure applied in pr~soner of war camps - for 3ny 
colleetive consirrnmenta which might be des~atched . 

***"' '*"***•• ~** 
We su~tted on behalf of the PoQmission Uixte de 

Secours de 1~ Croi~-ROUBe internaoonale, to tao ~ar Refugee Board 
at Washington anot her particularly distressing oate~ory of war vic tics. 

Fro~ accurate information received from Belgrade, 
we hear that t~ure are at present in Belgrade and several other 
Serb~an towns uore th~ 80, 000 children who have escaped fro~ the 
areas which used to be included in Yugoslavia and which are now at­
tee ed to Croatia. These refucee children arc in a critical con­
ditio:o.; t.hey are undernourished and require clothiD< . Their health 
condition is pitiful. It would be necessary to organise emergency 
relief action for their benefit . 

Tho same may be said of c..U.ltl ran in Slovenia (the 
nort~ern portion of Yugoslavia). This area was first annexed by 
Ital:7, irllo undertook to sUJ) ly it with food . The situation, which was 
already serious, has becooe worse since the events in Italy in t he 
s~er of 1943. Uore than 100 , 000 children are suffering froa cal­
nutrition. rnere i• a caopleta shortage of products such as mil~ , 
sugar, CJocolate, ovaltine, and other strengthening foods . ere too 
relief consignments are urbently required . 

***** ...... ••.f:~Q 
As you know, th& lfsr Refu"ee f1tp:d ha'•e undertaken 

relief wor -oi th~ Jows, which is cost grat ying, and we note with 
satisfaction that they nave ado~ted certain practical suerestions 
which we made last Dececber to the Intergovernmental Co=ittae !'or 
Refugees in Lo~uon. It should be noted that when we submitted this 
scheme to the Intergover~ ontal Co~ittee, we ~tresoao the fact that 
anv plan should be carried out in behalf of "persecuted groups, ir­
re;,!'ective of race or creed." "• are gratified to see that the Ylar 
.Refugee Board have adopted this viewpoint and have a.}r..,d to t!ua 
conception in an? relief work which thay ~~ ask us to do . This rule 
should rrevnil , tor various practical reeaona and alao on grounds of 
J)riZlciple. 

Our concern beirq: t•> ml'-l:e an:• future actfon of the War 

J 
Ilafu ee Board as e.ffeot !ve as possible, while aatisfy!ne U.e cond!t.ionQ 
laid down by the blo,ltade, we au tea e i t ~ the 1'or er tlu.t the-J shi 
to Switzerland sufficiently larca nULbera of food and clothing parcels 
to •~ablw us to meet without delay the requirecants of the various 
categories of persecuted groupe whom the War Refugee Board wishes to 

' ••• f 

~. ~l . : 
·· .... 
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help, i . e . each tice the need arose. It aoe~ indispensable for us 
to ba a~le to extend tome help at once to such and such a categor1 
of individu:.ls, without bnviJ:18 to "ait eac\ title for relief consign­
menta to como from ov rseao • 

.Experience hae prav ed tt1at o_t.en lengthy negotiations 
with the Govorm:sent.a involved, a a '~11 as th blooltado authorities, 
are neceasru-~· before • =iso.on is nsoured to include n f'res •• cote;;ory 
ot beneficiarioa in any relief action; onco this is achieved, the 
next step is to procure relief parcels, which aloo takes t_..e. When 
finally relief conais=ents reac •• Genova, it is oocetimes too late 
to help. lro tb.ereforo suggosted to the lrar .~efugeo Board t '"'t a 
reserve sJ,ould be built up in Switzerland, those stocks to re:'lllin tho 
property ot t " donors, and to be dra .. n upon by us only with the per­
mi ssion, soy, of the raprosailtative of the "ar Refugee Board or of 
soca other n~thorised body. 

In conclusion , this is a summary of our viewpoint 
as regards political prisoners: 

rhe ruling laid dawn by th~ bloc~ade authorities per­
mits of supvl:lillb f .o<istlltfs o:oly to civilians to "!1om the Convention 
en prisoners of war ia applicaolo. Deportees in concentration camps 
are therefore not ent~tlad to suoh a.pplies . If, however, the 
/Jlioc authorities now agree 1-o,.sending relief tnroueh tho blockade 
in be~lf .>!Jews who are not {)r~ 11,· t'lie Convention either, 
and are not even detained in C&IJ'S, wh;.• exclude fro"' t :lis favoured 
measare civilian deportees beloll61ng to occupied ccuntries who are 
in c~s w~ere we ore able to e~&rcise o certain de~7ee ot control 

over distribution The International Co~ttee do not "eel they can 
take pert in an: one-sided action and it is out of a sense of jus­
tice t~t th~/ e~phasise tho need for extending likewise to deportees 
~ wor- undertaken to help "refugees" . 

-: -~~. 
~·. 
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_ wo .O..patch Jo. '"' cla~d 7 17,1944 tro. 
A.~rican Legation, Bern) 

cfop ;y 

fbe uce t1on111 po811.1on ot tile Internnuonal. 0 1't"tee 
fd :'the .c~a u Jlllll'h:nl 1ilt z= o.ifp'J be'tlteen i:!e~raa't 
oot~nl'r ll:j proclu ca tbe1r aee.dnn o'thor DolU'tiOllB than thoae 
wb1cn ottar JZrnctical hope or reol1U't1on, ~ugh appro-
priate .AC't'iOD :1n ~ 8re l be~J't _.rea l U n.a.J be e.t-
PCG~. 

~ ·~1 
'. ,.,· .. . .. 

'.(·.-. 

•oss 
;us­
tents, 



~1ncu ropantec and concl 1Ve e~per1ence ln ~hie r~old 
loads ua to a ppaee 1.hut u.n;y ete o~ "tlua k1oo woulit not 
acl,y be altoset u :t':ruitleaa, but rdt;ht ven do 110re hnl'111 
~ COod, the IntornattolUil Cccw.ttee u&t, to 'their 
r &ret, abide b tta pror;oual.s t 1ey hav alr ad,r a~ 1tted ' 
l:o \he ¥U'thcrt tie a 1n 'I<UII:l1n ton d 'to 'Ule Inter overnment.l 
Omsaittee ln tendon. A .. ,; r cunnu aonoidvrnt1cn or tho 
~robl c thorou~;;h u on.uon or llll avenuea 1n otber 
fiel.lla ~ etlan, th lntertul't1onal OOIUI1~ttlt an, in other 
words, com 411 d to aont1ne \b aelv u etriotly to rel1e:t' 
I'I'Dr"lt, "1'tbln e 11cite rm1ch o1zcUJUtences pre cr1be . 

!l'bc Bail e :tor tho rcllu:t' :t' c1v1111Ul t~ltr v1ot1aa, 

.. -:,! 
':~~.:. :s' -.. •. ' 

·oss 
IU!!­
aents, 



_,_ 
IJea,atoh o. 820' 

1rraepeo,lv~r o! raoe ~t.~ut nl1(51on, "itn "h1un 't.he War Jletua•• 
Bo&rllia t'am.l ar, 111 "to our a1ad , cl to~ Ule p:na~t, Ule 
onJ¥ pruYinca in fth1ch action ~7 the lntoruBtional Comaittaa 

f 
o.n Jlnli!Uo \UJet\il -r .. aul \8. M~'reov,.r, the 11oopa of auch 
ao:t.an ocm be wtaanao, 1a obedienot ~. cond1 ~ion a p:rwlhl111ng, 
only in eo tar pubJJci't1 or .k!¥ k1ni.l 1• avoided . In "t!lh 
cc:nneot1on, .,.. are happ,r 'tO atraeu the tact thAt the I:nter­
naUoll&l C01111l1 t'tee tul.v a achievall encouna&1n8 reeul. "t!l in thit 
1iela or relief orat. rt ,. .. la:r6 d.r due "to the k:1nd auppon 

van to our aue;Aeat1on:s by the ll'ar Jlef'U~e Board 11 ehort 
tae ago, tllilt lNI11e! lloUv1Uee ('n bel:.alf o1 Jer;a in certain 
COWl ~rit!a could bft '\lft4111rtGJten . li'b.ia •ori iB ;wonb be ins 
puraued. 

AB raaanla \ha Otnotr OQUD'triea •en~UIJSe4 in tile 8888(!;!1 
of 1e Wr.;r RPt\lc•• JJ9ard, Wld 1:1 "bich tnet Intunati<>nal 
Com:ai \toe are &leo ·~ Ch•cJ actively, nere wo ,.. 81. on.'11'1na 
GU"Bal.,ea to 'quontio~ ot purel.)' al.er1al .AUet, and wa 
ahall be le ee:! to receha, 11s soon WJ )11oesi ~le, arv 
aaai::Jt.aloce the "lar tlu.tuaee Board 1a ahle to t iva us, lfitb 
a vi- ~o aur ~n.! pnoUoal action Alo~ ~ne 1nea •e 
have .a ;~1 tte to llle.l.r OQ.n.aideration OJl bebo.l.t t a:tv~ll.an 
"ar viet~ without d1at1not1on or raoe or t~eed. 

'In oer\ain OOWl1irUa o.t fiouth - Eiultun r~, m1 ae 
tar aa circw:~zt.Wloe allollt9d, the Int.U"Jun;ional. COIImi~tae 
h4Ye, 'neverUiclesa, b een inatr.uaan"tal 1u fao111 'tatinlJ Jew1en 
«21~t1on "tO Paloot1.ne. Cn 5 Jla)", 19441 ltll fo.rwu:rda to 
the O:litedBtlltuJ,epUoa at Dern tll>1.1! (0.59/5) on l.ho 
•1lrlr done 11nr1n the pre ed.1J16 oontlUI . In this rea~eut 
aloo- -the -quee'Cion oncems prilllarlly Sll1'o-aonduota--tha 
agree o! rettPQneilrl.l1 t)' !fit are 1n o position tO U8U:II.a, 

dep nde no"t UJlClf\ ouruelvea, but un tt.c uten~ to Kld.ch 
circu:utancn &ad 'tit Oover.t &nts "1ntereeted '),enu t. 

!he lnte:maUonal Cot:jlllinu Q,.: the ad Oroaa MOuld P. 
u'tTC:.ly E;rH'te:t'ul t o )oU, Q:t de11.r J.li. f.linuter, 1! ,ou 110 .U.d 
1n!on:~ lho n:r ~· 'noa.rd o'L o:ne t~.'bov .. rej)ly, Md requen 
'tbiHI to consider this coc&liUD1oot1on aa contidantilll, e1nca 
rw1 publici t.r 61ven to thee;" .attera Cl1ll be pnJul11o1al to 
tho 11 ona tloo "'• DR d avouriJll; tc. e1n. 

I recain, cy dear~. 1n1eter, 

Yourll sino rel)', 

Nn :r mmrn 
s1 cmt. or the ntern8t'1enu 

Comcittee ot tbM ned Crooa . 

!18 
l ­
ots , 

' 
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• 1 n of packages for political deportees, and others in 

internment camps in Germany who do not come under the Geneva 
pow convention. 

WRB has up to the present been willing to sponsor the send­
ing of money since only a U.S. Treasury authoritat ion is nscassary: 
they do not have to consult the British. The moment, however, it 
is a question of packages MEW must be consulted. Reputedly Churchill 
has said definitely no to packages, so the British now stand pat 
on the formal aspect of the question , namely that only powe under 
Geneva oan receive relief goods through the blockade. 

As a matter of fact S . believes that quSttancs control and 
control through visits to camp commanders (and other private ~ 

~ , , •. ) tuy.x) in Germany am in reality better than thri exercised over 
many pow distributions where the Intercross delegate may arrive 
once in a year or 10 months . ~~ 

,> 
Collllii.Bllders of concentration camps such as Daohau and Ravens ... , 

brUck have been there now for several years and are interested in 1.. 
seeing packages come in, for one because it makes their adDdnietr~~ 

tive task easier, two because they delrve some personal profit , ~ 
such as cigarettes , which have a tremendous value ill Germany now 
a days . 5 . feels that at all costs more deigarettes must be 

obtained . 1 ""\t j 

The possible use of money is becoming slighter and slighter
4 

now that the Balkans are unsure. Formerly Swiss france remained 
Switzerland to credit of Hungarian firma ; now with ~erman ocoupa­
tlon of CGQntry (integral , economic as well as military) S. ia 
not at all sure that Swiss ~rs. will not directly accrue to the 
Germans now controlling Hungarian firms , even if physically 
food abdpm~nts could still come to Switzerland • ..... 

S. doubts that Jews can raise muoh money in Hwlgary , for 
siDpla reason that Germane are oonfieoating it . A Jaw in H~ 

cannot now own money! 
:ro.ss 
gun­

unents, 

S . recommen.1e that I see SUllivan and try to obtain b.is support 
on question of pack~es for concentration camps in Germany , f e r 

others ae well. Feels question hac never bean adequately explained 
in London as IRC delegate there is inadequate t o job. (Check over 
~iles on this .hole matter) • Amercrose does not seem t o be f avorable 

., ! 
~oe• . ·""· 

··,'·. 
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Prom: 

Code 

Department Da te: Way 27, 10 p . m., 1944. 

No: 1845 

Received: J.!ay 28 , 9 m. 

Paranhrase 

In view or the disappointingly negative response 
contained in your 3147 or ~Y 17, and further because 
of the deep~rete condition which prevails in internment 
cemps generally, the $ar Refugee Board is interested in 
the stock pile proposal contained in your 136& or March 6 
and 2031 or April 1 and letter dated February 29 to you 
from the International Red Cross . 

Therefore , the WRB would appreciate information 
along the following lines: 

(a) Would the bene1'1t !rom such stocks be enJoyed 
exclusively by unassimiloted groups? 

(b) Can you supply the names or oamps where such 
programs could be undertaken, with the usual guarantees 
or distribution, and 

(c) What 1e the numbP.r or standard !ood parcels and 
clothing parcels that IRC facilities now existing could, 
by InC estimates, distribute each month? 

For ~cClelland from the War Rerug~e Board . 

Cable No. 28 - W3E. 

HULL 

tor 
In duplicate 

I 

l'l. 

ross 
sua­
.ments, 



Wire from WRB received 
proposition: 

.q 
?l4/ 

1
)j•( 'Z.t 

May 2 8th . in re : IRO ' s stock pile 

® .#t "~ 
In view disappointingly negative reply contained in 3147 of 

May 17th, and fUrther because of desperate conditione prevailing 
in internment campo in general , the WRB ie interested in 
the stock pile proposition, 

WRB Would appreciate following information: 

1) Would benefit from ouch stocks be enjoyed exclusively 
by unaeeimilated groups ? 

2) Can names of camps be supplied where ouch programe can ~~ 
be undertaken , w th the uoual guarantees of distribution, and ~ 

3) What is the number of standard .food parcels and clothing l~ 
parcels that the IRO facilities now exieti~ could , by IRC esttmat! 
distribute each month, • 

Por ~cC , from WRB . 
.. 

r ) 0 

Cross 
';r gn~­
tEI!IIents, 
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COMITt: INTERNATIONAL DE LA CROIX-ROUGE 
AGENCE CENTRALE DES PRJSONNIERS DE GUBRRE 

t •• 

D JU' 1944 

(l . 'i9/2 G. 85 
JES/mha/GB GEN~VE, June 12th, 1944. 

Pali..IJ; du Conuu.a•n•raa 

@ 

------------------~ 
Dear Sirs, 

To the 

We beg to refer to the text of a mess~ge from 
the War Refugee Board w:uch Mr. llcClelland was k::1nd ~mough 
to communicate personally to us on Friday, Jure 2, concerning 
the sc.eme f or a stock of parcels in SWitzerland. 

We have pleasure in answering the questions put 
as follows : 

Question No . 1 Would benefit from such stocks be ~~1oved 
exclusively by unassimilated groups ? 

~:Yes. 

ct<lestion No . 2 Can names of c~ps be supplied .-rh~re such 
programs c~n be undertaken, With t~e usual 
gu~rantees of distribution ? 

Reply.- The names of the camps to which relie!' 
supplies should be for1n rded, co~ld be furnishei confiden­
ti~lly to the w~r Refugee Bourd. In the case o~ the Jews, 
~e should communic te to the War Refugee Board eitrer the 
tl11111es of the g,ettos, or the JeWish orgl'nis,tion wirl.ch would 
itself undertake distribution. SUpervisory measures could 
cle· rly not be identical with trose stipul-ated by the Geneva 
Convention in the case of prisoner of r.ar camps, since the 
~rivileges provided for by t"•t Convention are not extended 
by the De~Lining Power to deportees. Besring in ~nd the 
wish of thP donors that beneficiaries dont> sho•lld profit by 

!/ supplies sent, the International co~ 1ttee of th& Red Cross 
forward relief only when they can obtain thA n~c~'sary guo­
r~tees . We refer in trus connection to prav1ous stategents, 

Legation of the united States 
or .&l:lerice., 

B F.: R H 

,...: .-
, "::· .. -

. ~:~- . 
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in p~t·cul3X to our letters or Febru~ry 29 ~d M~rch 27, 
1944. The Intern~tional Committee are prep~red, on rtquest, 
to suppl :' the re-.,resent'ltivos or the War Re!'ugee Bo ..rd or of 
the bl ockade authorities in S'liitzerland l'Tith the evidence wo 
m?~ possess, ~ow 3nd ~t any future date, of the roper distri­
bution or supplies. 

Question No . J : Wnnt is tho number or standard ~ood n~rcels 
'md clothing parcels th.:lt the Int,.rnatiotnl 
Red Cross factiities now eXistinr.; cot1.ld , b·• 
Intnrn~tional Red Cross esttm~tes , rl~~tribute 
each month ? 

Repl·'· - a) Political prisoners in concentr~tion 
c~ps ~nd orisons. - The Internati onal Committee o~ the Red Cross 
are in a positi on to ror~~rd a t pr~sent roug~y 20. 000 indivi­
dual psrcels 9:!c:: month, but they are of opinion that 1.r the 
French de:t~ortees are to be included in tt>.is reli~>f' 'lction, the 
above firures wo~ld h~ve to be aboqt ten t~es l arger . A reser­
ve of several hundred tbous-.nd p~rcels containing boti food and 
underwear would t herefore not be dispro~ortio~te, sine~ proVi­
sion should be m~de for t he coming ~onths . 

b) ~-- Theresienstadt alone co•ud ~bsorb up to 
80. 000 parcels ~ month, ·t the r~te of a single parcel per head. 
l' tk:l.ng into a.cceunt t l::;e r e uil'ements in Croati a , Poland m d 
1· stly Hung·.r· - should relief ·Wor k f'or the J ews in t at co•mtry 
become possible .i.nd necessary - several hundred tho•1s~nd Parcell! 
per month wot:ld llkel'lise be essenti .. l. 

As t~e Leg~tion or the United States ~ro q n3re
1 

the 
I ntern tiono.l Collllllttee of the Red Cross desired to t>-e action 
1n tilDe, before tr·•nsport difficulties and other unforeseen 
events should occur Wbich ~ght ~t qnJ moment prevent the sup­
plies froiD re:!ching Switzerland. For this re*son the Interna­
tional Committee of the Red Cross ttdnk fit to 3tress the need 
tor b~r~ng up, With all pro er speed, ~s l~rge n stock ~s 
possible or food ~reels and of clothing, t hus svoidine the 
danger or a recognisedly essenti.l scheme being fn1str~ted 
merely throug 1 l11ck of dirpatch, .. nd nction on a :oc lc besring 
no relation tore~ ne-ds. The International Committee or the 
Red Cross tldnk proper to point o~t that, on the vhole, re"ui­
rements ~re incre sinr north by month. 

Finall~, th~ Intnrna~o~~l Cocmittee or the Red 
Cross wish to add t t it contributions for Jewish relief ~~n 
be made available in t: e United St~tes b · the princ1 al Jew:l.sh 
orgen1sat1ons, similar possibilities woul d aris~ or procurin~ 

!'llnds 
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for the r~lier or political ,risoners and deportees in the 
occupied countries . \Ve are J!Odvised in this res,Ject that the 
Allied Governments 'lri tl-J temporan· h adquartors in London are 
ready to contr1 bute gPnero·Jsly to the scneme, ~nd that only 
the regulqtions or economic warfare have prevented the trans­
fer of such donations . 

Yours truly, 

Pour f• Comtt• lnJ•rnattonal 

4e ~ Crolo. RooUfe' 



To 

Code 

TELEGRAM SENT 

Department Date : June 17, 11 a. m. , 1944. 

No 3877 

Charged lo 

Paraphrase 

Reference is made to the Department's 184~ or 
Llay 27th. 

The following .. ctSd!J fjt &' tal information 
has been obtained in answer to the questions 1n the 
Department's tel egram mentioned above. 

a) Yea; exclusively. 

b) Saohaenheusen- Oranienburg, Buechenwald, Auschwitz, 
Bavenabrueck and Dachau are the principal concentration 
camps in Germany and territories occupied by Germany to 
which packages can be sent with satisfactory guarantees 
that they will be distributed. 

The ICRC will always be able to supply the n~ 
and location of a larger camp, ghetto or local Jewish 
organization undertaking the distribution in case or 
coll~ctive shipments or packages for relief to Jews. 
Only when necessary guarantees can be obtained would 
packages be forwarded by Intercross. This would be 
done in consultation with tbe representative or the WRB. 

Relatives and friends 1n Europe are constantly send­
ing to Intercross and other relief organizations the 
names , addresses and numbers of prisoners, deportees and 
political internees, both Jewish and non-Jewish, who are 
located in a great many smaller camps and detention places. 

Intercross is ready at all times to present detailed 
evidence to representatives or the Allied blockade authori­
ties or proper distribution of auch packages 

c) 1. Intercross is 1n a position to forward 20,000 
individual parcels monthly tor political prisoners in 
concentration campa and prisons. However, if Frer.cb 
political deportees are included, thia number or percale 
would have to be about ten times larger since there are 

rn 
"Jl 

SEP 2 
over 
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over 100,000 ~ranch deportees according to minimum reliable 
estimates. 

Inasmuch as prOTision should be made for coming 
dltticult months, a reserve of several hundred thousand 
parcels containing food, clothing end shoes would not 
be disproportionate. As cigarettes are absolutely 
invaluable in facilitating the distribution of parcels 
in Germany and in territories oooupied by that country, 
the recommendation is made that a few hundred oases or 
cigarettes be included. 

2. At the rate of a single parcel to each person, 
Theresianstadt alone could absorb up to 80,000 parcels 
monthly. It is interestins to note in this respect 
that Intercross has received written permission from 
the Germans for one of their delegatee to visit Theresi­
enatadt this month . 

Including the requirements of Croatia, Poland and 
Hungary, should sending of relief for Jews concentrated 
in that country become possible and necessary, it would 
be essential to have several hundred thousand parcels 
more per month. 

This proposal is urgent, in view of the fact that 
requirements tor both Jews and non-Jews are increasing 
each month. Even now the difficulties of European 
overland transport may be such as to prevent the supplies 
froa reaching Switzerland. Such a stockpile in Switzer ­
land would, on the other band, be invaluable for saving 
~ndangered lives both now and later if it could be built 
up . It could constitute an advanced UNRRA stock. 

With reference to this Mission's no. 2031 of 
April 1, the possibilities of purchasing foodstuffs in 
Europ~, let al~ne clothing, are shrinking rapidly. Any 
purchases made in the Balkans, wbich hitherto were the 
principal remaining source for food suitable for pac~ges , 
are now increasingly liable to benefit the anemy directly 
by giving hia toreign exchange. 

The desirability cannot be too strongly emphasized 
tor general relief action on behalf or all persecuted 
and endangered groups, irrespective or race, nationality 
or creed. Intercross is willing to undertake such a 
peneral program but restriot1ng assietance mostly to 
Jews es hitherto case, so far as the sending or funds 
sponsored by the 1~ has been concerned, is liable to 
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jeopardize this entire humanitarian effort. 

Intercross is a4vised that various Allied Govern­
ments in London and the French Committee ot Liberation 
in Algiers, whose nationals are in Nazi hands, are ready 
to make generous contributions to this scheme if funds 
are required . 

(With regard to the position of the British on 
the subject, it is pointed out that MZN is now permitting 
the sending of packages to unassimileted groups in 
France, tor instance, in the notorious internment camp 
of Vernet, Ariege. The British position, however, 
has apparently not been favorable generally.) 

The representative in Bern of the \far Refugee 
Board recommends the stockpile plan described above 
unequivocally and he is convinced of the adequacy of 
controls or distributi on offered by Intercross. In 
many cases these are superior to those available tor 
assimilated groups. 

From McClelland for the 1/RB, 

HARRISON 

RDKcC:nf 
In quadruplicate 

2 copies to AI 
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED 

From; 

,... ( '1 --­Date : Jnne 27, 8 p.m., 1944 

Code 
No; 187 ., 
Received : June 28, aoon. 

Diaouaaiona took place recently in WaehiQ8ton 
between Mr. Foot, Parliamentary Secretary ot the 
Ministry ot :!conOlllic Wartare, on the on.e hand, and 
the Department and FIA on the other hand, aa a result 
or which a decision haa been reached to erper~ent 
with the sending ot tood parcela to those retugee, 
concentr ation and other oiTilian internment camps in 
which the International Red Oroea Committee oan 
exercise adequate superTiaion oYer the distribution 
and subsequent uae ot the rood admitted through the 
blockade. Shipments ot clothing will be oonaidered 
in the &Tent that the experiment with rood should 
be aucceaatul. The Department, in ita telegram No. 
5013, or luna 24, instructed the Embassy in this 
connection to authorize you to concert action with 
your Britiah colleague in making an approach to the 
International Red Crose Camaittee along the lines 
indicated in tbe Uin~stry ot Economic Wartare tele­
gram. ARPAR 2197 and 2198, ot June 24, to the Britiah 
Legation at Bern, 

in the tuture, when reterring the !mbaaay to 
ARrAR telegrams tram the British Lega tion, it would be 
helptul it, in addition to the ARFAR nuaber, the Embassy 
coul d be supplied with an identifying phrase concerning 

\ the oontenta ot the tel egram.. 

/ nra 
in triplicate 

1 71 

~ 
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED 

Depa1'tment 
Date : Juno 28, 10 
No : 

2198 

Aeoe1ved : June 29, 8 p.c. 

PARAPHRAse 

For Harrison and ~oClelland. 
Legat i on ' s 1366 Karch~. 2031 April 1, and 

3877 June 17. Department's fl.a45 ~lay 27 and 2102 June 19 . 

Disouscions here between the Department, the 
War Re.tugee Board, L:r. Dingle Foot or EiY, and FEA 
have 1'eeulted in agreement to an exoerlmental orogram 
ot relief tor distribution by the International Red 
Cross Cocmittee to per sons in concentration and 
re.:t'ugee camps in enemy Europe, subJect to distri­
bution 8Uaranteec. The agreement calls for sh1poent 
to Intercross of 100,000 standard food parcels per 
month .for three months, to be distr ibuted in such 
c~c, selection ot which will be made a:t'ter consUl­
tation with Intercross. ~he agreement reads, 1n oart: 

1

Dispatch ot relief foodstuffs may be cade through 
tha blockade, provided that the following guarantees 
are observed: A) D1str1but1on 1s to be limited to persons 
who are confined 1n camps. B) Goods wl.ll ba packed 1 n 
auoh a way ac to be suitable .for individual dletributlon. 
C) The delegates of the International Red Cross Commi ttee 
will undertake to distribute such packages pernonally. 
D) Subsequent Visits will be made by tbe del egates 1n 
order to make sure that thP goods have nc tually been 
ucod by the persona for whom they were int ended. 
E) Aa a cond1 ion of further ohipm nta , r porta after 
aoh oonu ""M! nt w11 b reQUired from Intercross. • 

l.:t' the foregoin condi+lons re observed, and lf aatia­
tactor1 evidence la r c 1ved that the acko es have 
reaoh~d the per one tor w o t1ey were intended, th 
t~ro Gover ents 9f111 be pre ared to extend the system 
to ot r inter nt c s 1n enemy Europe, auoJect to 
cona1der tlons of ahip nt and nupply. 

Consider t1on 
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Lean Con.ulate, ~ 
r•. 8Jr1 turlana. 

(Jlo . 2198) 

Oonl1derat1oo Wlll be glvcn to the question ot 
&dd1 S clothing to food consignments, ntter the scheme 
has Deoome operative wlth roterenoe to the establishment 
by Intercross ot ettectlve ouperv1ston and control 1n 
these onmps . Intercross wlll be asked to r port on the 
s~at~ of clotbin& needs 1n the camps to which food 1o 
delivered. Prompt arrangements Wlll be nde here tor 
obtalnln0 the equivalent ot 25,000 parcels or cloth1n 
ln ant1c1pnt1on ot conduotlnb an experiment in supp~y1ng oloth1ng. 

·h Depnr~ent has asked the relief sub-comclttee 
ot the Joint Blockade Committee to request Intercross 
to approach the German authorities at once in order to 
ascertain: a) whethe-r those author1tlea Will, in prlnolple, 
allow the <Hstrlbutlon by Intcroroae of food packages and 
clothing parcels under t he conditions Which are set forth ~ 
above ln all camps in Europe under German control where 
the~c are p~r ~ns confined who are not assimilated to the 
status of prisoners ot war under the Genova Prisoners of 
War Convention; and b) •het4er the Ger~ n authorities 
r.ill perQ1t Intercr oss to make immediate distribution 
ot food parcels under the above conditions in the 
following campc: Aubusohen, Audranoy, Auaschwltz, Belsen, 
Bergau, Bergen , Birken, Cravenabrueck, GredJan1-Sa111a, 
~osenorR, Saohsenhauaen-Oran1enburg, Sarvcrstara 
Gra41ska, tostor (Doat), Theree1enstadt, Walddaoh. 

It is requested that you follow this matter closely 
after Intercross hns reoelvsd proposal of Joint Blockade 
Committee. Please report the date upon Which Inte~orosa 
receives the proposal and any developments that ay 
occur dur1ng the time that Intercrose has it under 
consideration. e oh~l1 be interested to receive 
any sugg(stiona that you may wish to make in reb~d ·o the t er 

HULL 

In o OlJ)lioat.e 

re 



From: 

Code: 

an Colltlul-ate, 
Lo .._1turland • ...... giiiiiJ 

TELEGRAM RECEIVED 

Deput nt 
Date: lune ~e. 10 • •· , 19 .. 
No: 

• •• Reoaivad; Jun ta, 

l.eB&tton'a l.,ee M~ 20~ ~ru 1, c.n4 
3S?? Jun l?. DeP&l'taent.: aps{6 li4.Y""2'f"Cind 2102 June 19. >--x 

Diecua 1ona h~ bet-.eo th De ~t ent, the 
l'u !'u~e Boar4, ... Dln"'le f'oot ot E'l, and F.&A 
ha•e z-eeul ted ln agr e ent to an zpezt1mont Pl'OSJ'n 
ot ~11 t to~ d1et:rlbut1on b1 tb I~ternatlonal R 
Crou Co 1tte to p rcou• 1n noent:rat1on 4n4 
ret e • 1n en 117 ur-cp , IUbJeot to d1 .. ri-
b tlon IU&ranteea. fbe tm bt oalle roz- ~~1PDent 
to lnte:reruae ot 100,000 etandard food Pare le per 
IIOntb tozo t.h:ree Dth1, to be dletr1buted 1n •UC!b 
o 1, •el•otton of wh1ch Wlll be e at'te:r ccae\ll-
t tton with lntereroaa. :::be &£2"& ont :-e o, ln p Ptz 

1

D1apatob ot re11 t toodat~tre car be aade througb 
the blocl:ade, Pl'OY1d ;,; that the t'ollonns guu•nteee 
RPe cbeervctS: A) Dhtzolbuuon 1t to b l1111ted to raone 
Yho are oonttned 1n e&mpe. ) Oo04a rtll be Packed 1n 
.uch a "-.7 •• to i:1 au1tabl.o tor 1nd1Ylc1Uill c21atr1buUoa. 
C) fh del &atee ot the lnternat1onu d Crou CoDltte 
•lll ua~ert&te to d1•tr1bute euob pac • peraonBllJ. 
D) b .. uent Thlh wlll de br the dele tu ln 
Order to c ·~ that t ode have t 1 bo~n 
uao4 b)' the peraona tozo whoa the7 .. er Intended. 

} .b a ~nd1t1on ot t'W";b r lblpaenh, r l'ts art.~ 
ach oon•tE:n ent w111 e r ulred tro11 Ia eror •• • 

2 Oone14e tlon 



/ 

( llo. 2US) 

C n.ldel'lluon •111 a.. Chen to tha queauon or 
&441ns elotlUJtc to toad cona1 eta, at'te.r the •cbe 

• Oeoo&e oper.nti•e With rete.renoa to tbe eatablteh. nt 
bJr l!ltePo.roaa ot ettectt•e eupal"Yialon an4 control 111 th~a Pa • l:nter~aa Wlll be aate4 to l'OJ)ON: OQ the 
• a. ... c..· .. !cn!.¢ncr noe4a in tho OCCpa o ~lch tooc1 1a 
4ol1y red. Proapt a.rran llonta •1ll !lo bo.re t'op 

elotbJ.QJ;. 
0"'"'••..- tbo ...... , •• , or ... ooo ...... or cloth ..... 
1n tloipotloo or <onduot1o .., Olq>op nt 1n ... 171D&" 

l i'b .ilQa.r ont haa oltet~ the :rdtat eub-co ttoe 
ot e ~Oint lo ~. Co ittao to requeat l ot ro.r4ae 
to .PI'Oach the O.,...n &Utho.rit1ee t one in Ol'4ol" to 
aace.rtaSa: ) ahotb P thoae authortt1ca 111, in prJaotpl 
allo• he 41atrtbutton bJ lnteroroaa ot food P•ataa.a an4 

_ Ol4tbtng Paroab UIJ4ap • con:Uttona wh1ah aro !It rortb 
a Ye 1a all a 111 \IMp Uf14er man oonti'Ol re 
t :-. are PUaona OOn1'1n wb4 ar Zlr)t &aa11:1J.l.ated to the 
atatu. ot p.rteon.,ra ot WIU" UDd r the Oenoya .Prtaon "• ot 
1'&1' Con•uuon; aJt4 b) •ha Cber the Ge an avtborttlea 
•1.11 peftli t lntarc.roaa t,.:, •-Ue 1mll141ate d1at l'lbut1cn 
ot rood PVoela ~r th~ b:ln COadltlcna 1n t he 
toll4w1QB CQ~rpa: AubuaolJen, AUdrlUlo7, Au.aOhwl tal. l•en, 
Bvcaa, :U..r&'lln, 1rten, <..'b .. nalbou ct. 0.redJan1-u U1a, Joaeno.roa~ cha nbauaeA ·O:r ntenbve, erat&JOa 
._,,,.,, toatop IDoat), ,,. .. ,, notdt, r.u ..... J 

lt 1a requoata4 thoc: 10u t'oUow th1a Ratter oloaalJ> a.tta~ lnt l'CPou tu J'Ocehed PI'Opoaal or Joint 14crlade 
Cctllll.ltt • Pleaee Z"eJtOzot the date UJlOn Which lnterGPQ .. 
l"ecte1Tea t • Pl"CI1l0aal a &QT dn lopa nta that ~ 
oeoul" tur1 the tla:e that lntel'c.ro .. baa 1t UD\!er 
eoneide.ratto.c. We ehaU be .1ntaree~4 to l'ecet._ 
IUJ)" a uttooa that )"ou 114¥ Wiah to au. 1n f'e8'1lrd to the &aUe.r. 

uuu. 

a 



Lea CouulaU, 
enturlan4. ra. 

Date: JWle 30, lH4 

Alo, 213 

Ohareed to: Contln&aat )l;b,; 7,' llif ti~ITID ~l!tl.: / peoa .. 
! Of AN£RICA r 
I JUL _ 1944 I1BJ' : 1le Carp Intel"'ro .. Yeeea1 CIUSTIJIA I 
I j£/ij'l T I - --.__ 

21~ Thirtieth Depa~tmenta 2102 lPth to ftern oonoernlna cargo lnteroroaa .,. u l Orhtina pf:h 

Lackin haDdliftii t oUt tiee ete All anbae•d oare-o • a 
atep17 ~oaded lre!Ebt oara 4eapatohed Gene? p rd Giooa 
JUDe 20 approtlaatel7 third ~Ye &rrhe4 pJ'd 01Yea 
concUt1oa FraaGb rtU.l aad road OOIII!::Wl1oat1on• Interoro .. 
Reller D1Y1•1oa aonaldera it uttarl7 1•poas1bla 41Yer t 
aDJ or other oara which &r$ •o•awbere enroute or •••• t o 
t17 diatrlbuttoa troa here now pre! Aocol"d11l1!17 lftteroro .. 
not even approaOhing Deruan euthorltlea tor tl•e betas 
pl'd It French oondi tiona improve matti!J" 0111 be h.kiD up 
a 1a but Cooaulate ocnalde~ little 11tel1hoo4 tultl~t 
pi'Qpoaal a.lao d1.1e U a required tor ieperat1•e ao!'ttnc 
and r ooodltloatas and aeoesa1t7 uae aalYaged oanned 
tooda W1th1a relat1Tal7 abo~ period t1•a prd aortlng 
work go!ag ahe&4 waa ln peoted Jeatardar bJ Elt1n and 
J .... with lataroroaa an~ Publla Health PepreeootatlT a 
pl"4 Juaa rctpozoti thla angle aarUut 

2 a ... lea \o Air. J1111ea 
Copy to A.a. Leg. aru 
Copy to Coaaulate Oftn r 1, 2ur1eh 
~ aop1ea te .Ao~UDta 

~ -



1 nan Con~~ul&te • 

TELEGRAM RECEIVED 

From: De 

~) --
Date: Dec bar • !J • • ,l 4 
No: 1 

Code: Recei ved: Deco r .Jl, 11 

he t 11 win t~r c~ oll ~d 1 ~~. 

croas c nd 

lf ut ecauber tor ~rt !o din t ul n t01; 1 t ,ll 

cc.a a cont.1n1 &O,o72 ~ ltil w rood u.rc 

DLt t ICC for d1atr1blt1 r to WlUSGWi na 1 

c D. ut r eh1. 1 c 8 are u-kod li ln r 

4001 t ov b r 25 , d e c c r teln 6 8 

au ent includes g, 750 oases oor.tc1n1n :-ce 

h1ch d not o ntttln rocol t. o rdo. l nco r 0101'8 

rcelo lncluue recel t ceres a a er w1ro 

r ~1. ~1a o•~1 nt o nolu t e lnl 

d .reel ro r 



Am r1can Consulate, 
Gen va, 8w1tzerlcnd. 



l 

American Coneulato, -/r ___.,. 

Gene•a, e.tt~erlcnd. ____.--



SE T 

t roaa sona to £"at ~ Chealt 1~ 
t~!r1th fMU.Uaa ancl to con11na the rece1Jt and \Uie 
of nrc la through Tarioua ~eoial aouroea auoh ns 
oao:rneu1 tr1encU~ gunr"- 1 o•o. 'l'hua fe.r lntororo .. 
luw not neard of one 1natanoe ot abuaa tro11 ert7 ot' thoaa 
aourcea, 'll'hloh h the reuon wey bwarzenbers 1a eo 
aet1at1ed with the paroel-ega1nat-rece1~t ayat 

,.ro our prel1alnc.J7 talka 1 ahould lll7 that U 
luh1ngton and London are real.l.7 dea1roue ot d111tr1but1en 
to oonoentr t1on o.mpa tbe7 should not aka any npproaoh 
to~ German utbor1t1u and ahould a.ooept the Interoroaa 
&Cla~. b1oh 1e probabl~ torthoomJ.ng, that 41etr1bu.­
t1on and uae can be controlled tbroush the via1ta ot 

l..e'!&tU Md through the pcraona.l receipt aystn. A 
atock ot raroela ahould be aent oTer aa soon aa poea1ble 
ene the expn1centa ude tor tm-.o 110ntha ea ropoaed. 
Oondi tiona 1n 0el"''M1' are sueh nov hat U clletr1but1on 

nt 'll'l'Oll£! &n¥WhDre 1 t would oerta1.nl.7 ocmo to the not! oe 
or Intercross or ouraolToo very qu1ok11 end thua ths rialt 
ot l.ar auant1t1as or :tood be:1.ng d1nrted fro111 t 1r 
1nt ndad dcati.rult1on woUld s to be 1"81'7 IUl&ll . In 
thie conn ot1on AccroeG would certa1nl1 object to lending 
8lV p l.o trom their otocka here lone thei.r 

::n::un1cat1ona throu rMe recain auapended or aubJeat 
to frequent interruption. 

In re:pl)-1JlB t WaahJ,ngton and LondDn it w.gbt bo 
11 to ~oint out t t t roaent uoat1on ortlf oonoerna 

t a ot Qoncentratlon e c ~d not tuc• or o1v1-
llan 1nt em::~cnt o,:u:p e. 

1th rcscr4 o th tt!on ot aloth1nr,, Intercroaa 
h&a haU no experlenc in a n41ng clothinG to oon~entr.­
tlon cnmpa but 't 1 do haTe aome data on nseda. 

~ho above, ot cour~•~ 1& sUbJect to correotlona 
which Schwar.cenberg mq make w n n aee't on 'l'llur•dAJ'. 

Howard Elt1.Dg, Jr. 



To: 

Code: 

For 1U:JtJ 

TELEGRAM SENT 

Department @ Date: July &, 1944 , g p • • • 
No: 4304 (London: 1H7) 
Charged to: 

Pars2hrase 

The telegrSlll which follows is fran JloOlelland 
tor the War Retue~te Board. I t has been repeated to 
the Embassy 1n London with reference to the letter ' s 
no. 187 of June 27. 

With reference to the Department' s oeble no . 2198 
of June 28th, e joint approach was made in concert with 
our British colleagues to the International Committee of 
the Red Cross on July 4th. The substance of ~·s 
telegrams ARlAR 2197 and 2198 of June 24th was communicated 
orally by our British oolleegues to Intercross. The 
letter is at present studyinr the quest ion of distribution 
guarantees requested and within a few days will submit a 
preliminary reply. 

HARRI SON 

llDll:nt 
In duplicate 

Copy to Illll 

( ) 



T
1 tr~ ... IOK llf 1M IJKiltB SlATlS 

Of AIIEftiCA 

est" JUll 'l 194<1 

TO I Mr . McClelland 

From~ Mr. Talt 

July 8, 1944 . 

@ 

7t~ 

C4 .. 'f. 
~ t; ~li/5 5 

.?'''.~ ~ ~~. 

I refer to your recent discussion at Geneva 

concerning the distribution of food parcels to 

prisoners in concentration camps which was the 

subject of~~. Elting's memorandum ar July 4 , a 

copy of which was lately sent to you . 

In further reference to Elting's memorandum 

mentioned above, I enclose a copy of Squire ' s letter 

to the Minister dated July 7 on this subject, to-

gether with copies of each of its two enclosures. 

I should be glad if you will keep me current­

ly infonned on this matter and if you "ould be good 

enough to let me have copies of any telegrams ~hich 

you may send • 

G.T. 

Enclosure: 

Copy of letter dated July 7,1944 , from 
Mr. Squire, together with its t~o en­
closures . 

( ) 

0: .... 
~ 

N 



10 no r&bl.o 
Le""land Barrlaoa. 

rlonn fan1.otor, 
Bern. 

011': 
ttont1.on: t.uotlom ln'teraoh 

o1owrco: 

!ltoti21il 

l'&ul C. 8;p11M 
r!oan \iOMul 

( 1) rhe :p&ek&P• woU.14 be lnterol"'.. paroell 
thg H acne;~tal!le to "the Oe A\&thorltl ... at hut 
to ~g1n W1 th" than paroele b.a1'1nc the rb ~t a 
national uro•• aoo1e 7· 

(2) 



oalled on .Dchwarzenbers 'b7 
appe1n ent thle om1nc, t Whloh time he h&n~o4 ~a 
both " £1 Tins Inte:roro .. 1 e pod t1on wU.b 
reep~ • PiZ'O,i)Oaal in quutloa. 8omrarunbera 
expla1ne4 tlult 1 t llad en approved b7 Afr. t.o. I'd or 
the Cc:=i u I hl• • 1 t. 

l raiaed the Qutlt1oA ot ualnt the food aal•-a-4 
troe the f:£:t1nc tor d1etr1but1on 1n ~be oono ntratlon •up•. ar~ll'\ller& 4eolared tha' Inh:roro .. ••• 
.t'lll.l7 equipped to *•ke theae £0041 and paokqa th•. 
Be oal.oulat d ••r-r l'O\I£hl7 'that 10~ ot the eal'Y 
toodat\ttta ooi&l4 'be ••!a 1.1p 1nto about 100,000 C4ll 
p J'Oela. '1'h1a W~Ctuld be a4•antaseou. tor tb toUOtrt 
l"e&IOMI 

(l) 111• paotape would 1be Interol:'Ota J)al'Oel• 
thut aore aoo 't ble to the 0 authorlt1ee, Rt le .. t 
to beein W1 thL tban paroeh bennns the 11az1t• of a 
tlatlcmal urea aoo1 t7. 

( ) 



• 

(2) 
,. tH4. 

-2-;.. 

~· • 1 ... 

' 
!be aalftpd food 1r0u14 be uae4 at onoe 
olaaa ot peraona ln real n"d to whoa the 
the IOoda ha~• been aalvaged w111 aake little 
a:reaoe Whereaa OOIIpl&lnta IU.Iht wall be 

fDPlbooatac lt thla toat &boul~ be dlatrtbuted to 
prlaonera ot lr&P (pa..tlftlapl~ A.erloana) aoouatoaed 
to reoaivinc Paokac-a or tba .... tooda 1n their orlci­nal. perteot oondlttoa. 

(~) 'rha biueat praotioaJ. a4Tant.act J.a that thla ~~ 1a aOtual.17 hare in GeneT&, trhtrau lt 1• problaa­
tt14&1 •• to 1fhtn lptolal J)aot&~ea oould be aut t'h.roqb '"* the Yn1 ted Stat ... 

r 

Later I dlaouaaad thi a with J amea, who baa Juat 
eat fd~ 'todAy .a "tale~ (U. INIIt..r 4u ot Jul7 7) 
r eporting on t h e goode f l"'a the Cr1at11JA whioh oan be 
•alYqM and ~c "tllat "the .t.QOd 'tie •••t 1A llilalk 
tor rrenoh priaonera. He agreaa that thia la a unique 
OPPQl"t~mlt}o eqd WOQJ.<\ &MJPOTe Wfing •oae o.t 'tb,e il&l.vaged 
food tor d1atribut1on 1n oonoentrat1on oaapa but he ~aara 
\bat 1t ~taka too long-to deo14e •1noe the 2r1at~ 
food -.at be uaed w1 thin three aontha, Wuhlngton 
Loruton •111 bavo t o ~.,.. .r .. t 1.t thq want to take ad~u.­taga ot the Qr1ettna food • 

Iaterorolla Will 
olothlna q ueat1.on J.n repl;r on the 

• 



( n3/GB 

ZA/oo o.ee;a 
le 7 Jllillet lV.W. 

Boa. &YOna a~pria ••eo aatiataotion que lea 

Autorit.Sa du Bloaue •• eont d4o1dha 4 eniaaaer la 

poaal bllit' de taire par•enir d'outre aer dee seooura 

I aertaina oaapa de priaoru:tr~ra oi•U. en Buroj)e, I condi­

tion que le Ooait~ international de la Croix-Rouse puisae 
exeroer an contrOle serr4. 

Cependant, •~t de r.Spondre aux d1tt4rentea questions 

j)oaiea lora de l 1entreYue du ' juillet, nous •iaeriona 

oonatater qu 'il ne seratt point dana l 11nt,rft mbae du 

but l atteindre , a aayoir du d'sir de aeoourir une 

oat6sorie de d.Stenua partioulllreaent n4oeaa1te~e , que 

de deaander tomeUuent aux Autor1e4s olleaudea des 

taoil1t4a que oea Autorit4a aont dio1d4ea 4 ne pas aooor­

der. Xn ettet, cas Autor1t4a ne seraient pas prftea l 

oonc4der des priyUAgea, dana la torme prfvue par la 

OonYention de Gen6Ye, puiaqu 1 ellea persistent a retuaer 

l'aaaiailation de oea d't•nua, alae dana lea d'taila, aux 

1Dtern4a o1Yila. O' eat pourquo1 noua sonnea obl1P4a de 

deaander aux Autorit4a du blooua de ne pas inaiater sur telle 

of ~r campa; but 1n tho ca pa to be specified the ICRC Delegates 

have numerous poe 1bil1 ties of Yer1fy1ng (also outatde or the 

Tiaita which they make rceularly on an analogoue baai~ to those to 



Translation ot substance of ICRC's Aide- 6mo1re or July 7 ~ 

We have learned with satisfaction thnt the Allied Blockade 
Authorities have d~cided to seriously consider tho pos ibility ot 
sending relief supplies from overseas tor civilian prisoners in 
ceriain eamps in Europe provided the ICRC can exercise close 
control over the distribution or such relief goods. 

Before answering the various questions raised in the course 
at our interview or July ~th, we would like to state that officially 

(formally) asking the German authorities tor rac111tiea they are 

determined noL ~o grant would ~ be !n the interest or the gaol 

aiJ:Jed at (to be attained), that ill the desire to aid a category of 

particularly needy internees (detainees). As a matter of tact the 

German authorities would not be ready to concede auch privileges 

as are provided for by the Geneva Convention, since they persist 

in their refusal to assimilate such detainees , even with respect to 

s~l details, to civil internees. For this reason we are compelled 
to a-k the Blockade Authorities not to insist on one special form 

or control or another, but to take into account the realities of 

the situation and to allow our deleg~tes the liberty of using the 

control methods wnlch are available to them and which alone permit 

them to judge whether the diotribution or relief goods has been 

satisfactorily carried out. On the other hand, in assuming responsi­

bility for such distributions, we agree to i~ediately suspend 

all shipments if any irregularity in the satisfactory reception 

of relief goods by these for whom ~hey are intended com~ to our 
attention. 

The ICRC is now in a position to assure the arrival of indi­
vidual packages in certain concentrntion cacps and to verity the 
regular r&c ption by ~prisoners tor whom they are intended of. 

such packages. ~he Delegatee or the ICRC have been able in the 

past to make unofficial visits to these enmps and there is no 

reason to believe that they will not be able to repeat such visits 
in tbc future. 

It is no more poe .ble to distribute packages individually in 

concentration camps, tor practical reasons, than it ia in prisoner 

ot war camps; but 1n the cacps to be specified the ICRC Delegates 

rmve numerous pos ibilities of verif)~ng (al o outside or the 

Tisits which they make reeularly on an an~logous ~ to those to 
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prisoners of war, and even mere frequent - that relief goods are net 

d1ver~ed and are consumed by the peracn! for whom they are intended. 

ln certain cases the IORC has almost all of the names of civilian 

prisoners of a certain nationality; in other cases only partial 11sto, 

although the total numbar at a given moment may be known. This state 

of affairs is to be expected in view of the continual fluctuation in 
arrests and liberations, particularly in the case of the French, The 

ICRC is not authorized to reveal either the number or n~es ot civilian 

prisoners which it possesses or the information concerning c~p strengths 

which it h«e been oble to receive through confidential channels . In 

proposing, however, a maximum or 65,000 parcels (Thereaienstadt included) 
to stnrt out with, the ICRC implicitly indicates the approximate 
number of civilian prisoners to whom it can now deliver individual 

packa ea . A tar as nationalities are concerned they are.Belgians, 

Frenchmen, Greeks, Dutchmen, Norwegians, Poles, Czechs and Yugoslavs. 

(The numbers of Danes, Lotta, civilian Italians, Spanierda, U~ranlana 
aod Busalann present in certain camps are known; and we should appreciate 
advise as to whether these nationals should be included 1n relief 

shipments. We don't have nominat1Ye liete or these detainees.) 

The ICRC proposes to send relief to the following camps: 
In Germanv: 

In Croatia: 

RavenabrUck (women's camp) 
Buchenwald b/Weimar 
Dachnu 

Eachsenhausen-Oranlenburg 
Natzwe1ler 

Jaoenovao 

Stara Gradiaca 

GredJani Salae. 

(Check and see whether these camps 
are exclusiYely tor Jews) If there 
are others, relief must be for all! 

Shipments to the camp• of Auechwit~ and Birkeneu in Upper 

S1les1a are not advisable at the present moment. The situation or 

Bergen-Belsen (Kreis Celle b/Hanno~er) - cam for Je~a in Germ ny -

will be further inveetigated as well as t~t or Draney (near Paris) 

and Cc~piegne. Our Delegate has been able to vieit Draney but wa 

are not in a position to etate th t his visit can be repeated . 

Theresienstadt is a gi1etto in Bohemia and car~ot be considered 

a camp. One or our Delegates visited it recently, but it is 1 po ible 

to state whether this visit can be repeated in the neKrfuture. 

)5 , 000 packages a month would be n cessary for Theres1enetadt. Shipping 



and customs• chargee will have to be peid in all probability for nll 

th t 1a sent here. This is not the case for concentration camps. 

It we do not know the total number of civilian prisoners in 
Germeny, ~e nevertheless pose sa lists of a considerable number ot 

deportees in camps and this number w1ll increase as relief begins to 
be sent into these camps. For thio reeeon the ICRC asks that the 

prop sed number or 100, 000 packages a ~onth be sent to GeneYa (as soon 
as this is possible since at the present moment all shipments for 

Geneva are stopped) which will permit them to scale the shi~Eenta over 

several months . The ICRC Will, in any given month, only ship the 

number or pack~ges which it is sure will reach their destinations 

saf ely; and for the CUDent month the maxi~um number would be 30, 000 
pnclrogea . 

For the 1 CRC • 

~ Schwer~enberg 

Director of the Division 
of Special Assistance. 



J...'-R 
MEMORANDUM 1 I 

July 8, 1944 . 
Tos Mr . Reagan 

Proms Mr . Tait 

Dear Dant 

In further reference to Elting ' s memorandum 

of July 4 regarding the distribution of food parcels 

to prisoners in concentration oamps, a copy of which 

letter to the Minister dated July 7 on this subject, 

was lately sent to you, I enclose a copy of Squire ' s 

together with copies of each of its two enclosures. 

~ G.T . 

Enclosure; ? ( 
,lj , I • ' liJ lit~ 

Copy of letter dated July 7, 1944, from 
Mr. Squire, together with its two en­
closures . 

American Coneulate, 
Geneva , S"i tzerland 
B!!/dh 



Prom: •r. Tait 
July 111 1944 . 

I 8hou1d lill:a trJ attach, or your 1nte>rma.t1on, a 

copy of a m"'m?rand 11m pre pared on Jul,;· 8, 194.;, by Hr. 

EJtins reenrdi!ll; the correct na!!les of the camps listed 

in +he Departo~nt•s tel•eram ~o. 2136 of June 28. 

.r;ncloot:re: 

copy of m~morandum. 

American ConsUlate , 
Geneva 1 SJri tzarlttnd 
B!/dh 

G. T • 

Howard Elting , Jr. 
l 



COPY 
ale 

JUly a, 1944. 

NDUil 

D1etr1but1on or Pood 
in Concentration Campa 

lf1 th regard to the Department • s telegram 
ooncern.1ng d1str1 bution o~ food 1n concentration 
oampa, Schlllaree::tberg h&a rxoY1ded me "1 tt the 
rollowtns corrected 11at of names of oampe : 

De pa.rtmen t • a te lee:ram 

Aubueohen 

Audranoy 

Auaschwit& 

Beraen 

Be b en 

Bergau 

B1rken 

Ora vena brueok 

Grad jan1-Sa 1111!1 

Jose nora 

Saohasnhauaen-Oranienburg 

Sarverstara t 
Gradh ka ) 

Stostor (Dost) 

Theresienstadt 

lalddaok 

American Consulate , 
Geneva, Swi tzar land 
BE/dh 

Intercrl)as 

Buohen"al d (?) 

Dranoy 

Auaohw1tz 

Bergen-Bel!len 

Bernau am Chiemaee (?) 

Birkenau 

RavenebrUok 

Gredjan1 Salas * 
Jasenovao * 
Saohaenbausen-Oranienburg 

Stara-Grad1eka * 

Unknown 

Theres1enatadt 

Unknown 

* in Croatia 

Rowara Elting , Jr. 

St 



o BERN o 

To : Mr . ReaBan 

From : Mr . 'l'att 

~.~./.. t ,.J t!.., - ""'fb-­
r~/f-' ~.drs. 1- (( 

I 7 

With reference to your interest in the rl1~tr1buticn 
or relief supplies by thP International om~ttteP of the 

Ke~ Cros~ to persons d~tained in cono~ntration camps in 

Germany , I should lik4 to new encloR~ a copy of a letter 

dated ,Tuly 11 , 194~, from the Consulate at OenP.vQ . This 

let"ter has as an enclosurP !I copy of a letter dated July 

10 , fro.::~ the International Ool!ll!l1ttee which is lik'3?.i~e 
enclo!'!ec . 

i!r. l'cOlelland and A. I. is takinc; no furthPr action in 

tile rrem1ses . 

E:ncl OS U!'"S: 

copy of Letter fro~ 
or July 11, 1944; 
copy of letter from 
Ked Cross Co~ittee 

G. T. 

Consulate 

Interruttional 
dated July 10. 



BH.2 
9/Jw 

I n t r ip H .. te 

'l'he HODorable 
LelaD4 Barri aon , 

A8er1oan Miniater, 
B e J' D. 

O.nen, 8w1tzerlaA4 , 
Jill, 11, lt«. 

Seot1 on 

I h••• t~e boaor to 1nTite rererenoe to the Le'a­
tton •a letter or J~J 8,lt~t oonoeratac the di atriba-
&ioa or ~oOd percale to pri•onera in eonoentr at1ou oaa,e, 
and the related questi on o~ diatribation ot olothinc. 
~re ia now eaoloaed a oop7 o~ a letter h1oa baa 
~uat baeD :r.oe1Te4 rrolt the Intera.auonal Cou1the 
or the a.a Croea on tbe qaeetion ot olotbia«. 

tbe Leeat1an ' a attention 1a »artioularlJ iDYited 
to tho poato:•ipt wharetn it 1a atated that onlJ paolc~~&ea 
o~ 8 ltiloa or leaa , whether ot rood or olothins, are 
now aa.Itte4 in OOAoentration a3mpe , 

Raspe ottull7 Jour a, 



Ae•noe Oeat~le 4ea Priaonater s de Guerra 

Monsi eur l e Consul , 

Genl!•e , lo 10 Jalllet Hu . 

Palaia du Conaai l Geai r&l 

Suite A son 81de-mfco1.re du 7 Jl.liUet lPU, le 
Comi t e 1nter nattonal de la Croix-Rouce ae per met de 
voua oo~uniquer ce Qui autt a~ ouJet de la situation 
Yestiaentei re des priaonnters OiYila en All emaene. 

In Janvi er lg44, notre delegation a Berlin noua 
tranaaettatt qUelques reneetgnements sur la situation des 
»risonntera OiY1ls au oaap de Saobsenbausen- Oranienburg , 
et nouo sir~alait ~U ' il ~~lt trca necasaatre d'exp4d i er 
des aoua- vt teaenta, aux detenus. En hiver notacment , 
las bara1uas_ftsient peu chautteea et lea prisonnteba 
o1•1lo n ' etai ent pas autorises ! dora1.r avec leurs 
•etecenta. Par contra, ils pouvatant porter lea aoua­
•ftcment a1 oe ~ui rempla~ait 1es oouvarturea. Troia artiol~s etaient surtout tr•o deaand,s: 

1 . - aoua- •ftements (oaleQona at oaatsoles) 2 .- .~:illonra 

3.-gants aolidoa reaontant Jusqu'4 1'a.ant- braa pr ot.geant lea ~oignata. 

Jn outre, notre D'legu4 noua 1ntoraatt Que la plupart 
des per aonnea ae trouvant au oaap, n ' afant point de ohaua­
aettea a ' entouratent lea p1e4a de chitto~ ~our recfdiar 4 ce aaaque d ' art1ole. 

Lora d ' une noul'Olle nota de notre diligation du 
2!5 .. 1 u•• au auJet de Buollanwald p/Wea.r , noua 4tiona 
1ntora4a par notr e Df14~u4 da beaotn de aoua-••teaaata tela que "oheai aea, pullonra et obeuaaettea . " 

Mr . H. ~1t1ne ~r. 
Vice Consul 

Conaul at dea ~tata-Uniw d'Aalriqae 
G e n • • e. 

) 
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Le Coaitf international de la Crolx-Ro~e n •a 
proc4~'• Juaqu'l pr4aent, l auoun enYOi de vfteaenta 
et aoue-yfte•ente A dee priaonniere olrtla dana lee oaapa 
de concentration et ne poea~le, de oe fait, auoune exp4-
rlenoe au euJet de tela enYola . Woua nft eayone notaa.ant 
pae a1 lea aoua-yfteaenta ~sag•• aeraient retirle aux 
~rieonniera lora de la rfoept1on de nos 4Tentuela enTOia , 
oepandant, lea besolna Teatlaentaires elr.nal4a ~ar nos 
D4legu4a eont tela, ~ue 4ana oartaina oaa , lea aoua- y4te­
aen te aeablen t aanquer tota.leun t . 

Veuillez agrler, Wonai•ur le Consul, l'a,euranoe 
de notre conaidlration la plus d1et1ngu4e. 

Albert Lombard 

Keabre du Com1t4 
International de l a Croix Rouge 

(Albert LOIIbar4) 

)

P.s. D'spr~e dee 1ntormat1one reoentes , oeuls des eolia 
ne ~~raasant ~a un aaximua de 3 tga sont adais dana 
lea oaaps; oeoi eat Telabla 4Ralement pour des eolia de Tines . 

' 



JUly 12' 1')4 4 . 
Fro•n: L:r. Ta 1t 

\Vi th r-eference to your interest in the distr!l:utit-n 

of relil!f suppl•es by the International :ommtte., of thP. 

Red Cross to persons d~ta1ned in conoent.rat1on camps in 

Ge~ny , I should like to now enclose a copy o• a letter 

dated July 11 , lQ4~ , fro~ the Consulate at Geneva . Thi~ 

l~tter has as ~~ enclosure a copy nr a letter dated July 

10, rrom thP. International Committee IVhioh is likewif'c 

.,nclo~eo . ~ copy of ~n~va•c letter has also been sent 

to '.I. .cac;an and A. r. 1 s takint:r no further action in 

the prernises . 

In accordance with your conversation with Godley 

this mornine, there are also ~tTached coptes of telegrams 

sent on June 2~, 1944, •o the British Legation at Bern 

by the British ~oreien Office also re8arding thP. ror-

warding ~Y •he International Committee of foodstuffs and 

clotinng to persons held in concentration camps in ~rmany. 

Enclosure~: /fte ~~ /){CIJ.U) f 
cop~es or Ceneva•s 1etter and 
enclosures; 

G. T . 

copies of two telah78ms datad June 24 . 

\ 



To: Mr. ~dle 

From: KoClelland. 

July, 12, 194-1. 

Attached is draft o~ a wire to 
the Dept . on the ICRC parcels to pri­
soners 1n concentration camps proposi­
tion. It is largely baaed on the 
ICRC's "aide-memoire" which I also 
enclose , although I imagine you have 
already seen it. 

The proposition that the 
SS Chrietina goode might be ueed was 
worked out by Mr. Elting with Mr . 
James o~ Amoroae, the latter having 
orig1na1ly proposed that this stuf~ 

' 14, 1944. 

tent 1 s telegram 

London ' s 167 

distribution of 

be used for French powe, although he 1 • concentration 
is willing to recommend to Amcrose J 

te Legation's that at least part of it be made availabl r 

to the ICRC for this new package project July 6 - 9 p .!D . , 
H' MEW agrees. 

Do you think I should diseuse 
this answer with the British and try to 
get a line on what they are sending off , 
since the aucoeae of the whole question 
depende a great deal on London's reaction 

tc the IORC ' s present p9tpoaals ? 

lf!JA. '( 
.:--

me copies of 

h you may have 

·n and 11' you 

f any new develop-



MEJrDRANDUII 

JUly 13, 194-4. 

CA 
Mr. Rea811ll 

Dear Mr. Rea91J1r 

I ~auld appreciate it ir you would 

read over "thie draft wire and give me the 

benefit of any ~ggestions or opinions 

t!blch you have on "the matter. Do you 

know who in the Bri tiBh Legation "111 be 

handling this, since "e "ould like to 

coordinate our reply with theirs. 

R. D. M. 

• t 14 ' 1944 . 

,ent ' s telegram 

London 's 187 

distribution of 

f concentration 

1e legation ' s 

~July 6 - 9 p . m. , 

me copies of 

::h you may have 

on and if you 

Jf any new develop-

1.'. 



July 14 , 1944 . 

To1 Mr. 'cClelland 

From, l.r . Tait 

Dear Mr . lo~cClellend r 

With reference to the Department ' s telegram 

No . 2198 of June 28 - 10 p .m. and London ' s 187 

of June 27 - 8 p . m. regarding the distribution of 

food parcels to prisoners in enemy concentration 

camps, which was the subject of the Legation ' s 

telegram No . 4304 (London 1167) of July 6 - 9 p , m,, 

I should be glad if you would send me copies of 

any subsequent oo~unications which you may have 

exchanged with Washington or London and if you 

would keep me current l.y info Tilled of any new develop-

ments on this subject . 

G .T, 



To: 

Code: 

For mJJ 

TELEGRAM SENT 

Date: 

No : 
July 15, ~ p . m., 1944 . 

4541 (London:l248) 
Charged to: 

Paraobroso 

Followins is from. JlcClellan:l tor tiRB and. is in 
reference to tho Department'o no. 2198 or June 28. 

Tna folloll'!ng preli.m!n~try ln!.lcorcndum Clatod 
July 10 on the clothing needs or civilian prison~rs 
in concentration camps in Oer~ny has been oubrnitted by Intercross. 

"Our Dolegatl()n in Berlin drew Ola' at:.ention 
in Januorr, 1944 to the clothinG needs ot civil 
prisoners in the camp or Sochsonhausen-Oranionburg 
and stated that underwear was badly needed by the 
detain es . In .inter the barracks were only slightly 
heated end prisoners v:ere not allowed to sleep in 
their clothing. They were, on the other hHna, p.r­
mitted to sleep in tnelr underwear, which rerlsced 
blankets. Underwear, pUllovers, and sturdy eloves 
lon enoup.h to protect the wrist were the three !tem3 
o~ clothine r queoted in particular . 

~e were further informed by our Delegate that 
most of th~ persona in this cnop had no sooks and 
wrapped their teet in rsga to make up tor this leek . 

On J.!uy Z!i, 11144 our Delegate sent us a note stat­
ing that prisoners in the cw::p or Buchem•sld bet Weker 
needed shlrtc , pullovers, nod socks in pnrticulsr . 

To date Intercross nes not sent clothinG to civil 
prison r. n c~ncentrntion cemps r.nd therefore hes no 
~ate based on pr cti:el experience with •hipments ot 
this typo. For in~tance , \e dr not Y~ow who+her old 
underclothin~ wrul1 b~ tekon from ~risoners it they 

should 

.., 
• 1·72 

'l 
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l"d"""-
ICF(f r~k.l'i"' frt'v C ra1-; 

should receive ne'N garments in the future . We oan 
cnly state th t the need bro11;ht to our attention 
by our Delegates la ouoh that, in cer~1n ca~ea, the 
detainees he7o no un~e~eer ~hstever." 

Intercross Will 1nvest1gnte f~ther the poaslb111ty 
ot distributions of auou clothing and ~eport to us sa ooon es possible. 

A Blll!UUlry or the obo•:e memorandum has been sent 
to~' by the Britinh ~gation here . 

Repeated to London. 

HARBISON 

RDU:n.r 
In duplicate 

Copy to lUI.! 

\ 
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To · 

Code 

Department 

For RI».l 

TElEGRAM SENT 

Date . 

No 
JUly 18, 1944, 8 a , m. 

4578 (London: 1282) 
Char~rad to · 

Paraphrase 

Reference is made to the Legation ' s 38?7 ot l una 17 
end 4304 or luly e, ea wall sa the Department ' s 2198 or June 28. 

On July 7 the ! ORO submitted an aide-memoirs to 
our British colleagues and ourselves, The reaction or 
the Committee to the questions raised in the Department ' s 
2198 and to those contained in KKW•s telegrams ARFAB 
2197 snd~2198 ot June 24 are given in the aide-memoire . 

The entire project under consideration raters only 
to aid tor political prisoners Who are in concentration 
camps end to deportees; it does not have reteranoe to 
civilian internees assimilated to the Geneva Convention. 

The substance or the arorementionad side-memoirs 
trom the I CRC is given hereatter : I t is the oonviction 
ot Intercross that an ortioial approach to the German 
authorities requesting formal permission to distribute 
relief packages generally to unessfmilated persons who 
are confined in oampe would not only be flat refused but 
a!ao would Jeopardize the praotioal results achieved 
beretotore and desired in the future , The German authori­
ties have oonaistantly refused to assimilate such detainees 
to the status or prisoners ot war or civilian internees, 
either directly or by analogy, (During the July 4 inter­
view, en Intercross collaborator stated orally that the 
German answer to the request for assimilation or such 
detainees has elweys bean that they ware considered 
"criminals" and that control over them was en internal a1'fair. ) 

In spite of this official German attitude, Inter­
cross i s able , in the ossa or certain concentration 
oamps, to assure delivery or individual packages and 
to make regular ver!tication that they are received by 
the prisoners tor whom intended, In the pest, delegatee 

of 
T' T) 

l 
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ot Intercross have been able to viait these campa 
unotricially end they haTe no reason to doubt that 
in the future they will be able to repeat such viei~a . 

~or practical reeaons, it ia no more possible to 
have packages diatributed personally and individually 
by a delegate in concentration oampa than it ia in 
camps tor prisoners or war . In the oampa to be speci­
fied, delegates or Intercross haTe numerous posaibilities 
ot verifying the tact that reliat goods are not diverted 
and that they ere consumed by the intended benot1oiariea. 
Tbia can be dona both by means or Visits which will be 
made regularly on a baaia analogoua to thosc to powa, 
sa regards frequency, and through controls exarcioed independently or such visits. 

Interorosa is compelled, !or these reasons, to 
eak the Blockade Authorities not to insist on one •pecial 
form or control or another but to take into account the 
realities or the situation end to allow the delegatee 
of the Cacmittee the liberty of employing methods ot 
control whlcb ere available to them end which alone 
permit them to Judge whether the distribution of relief 
goods is carried out satistaotorily. In assuming 
responsibility tor such distributions, Intercross agrees, 
on the other hand , to auspend at once ell shipments it 
any irregularities in the satisfactory reception or 
relier goode come to ita attention. 

Intercroos has in its possession the names or 
almost all civilian prisoners of certain nationality 
groupe; it has only partial lists tor other nationals, 
though their total number at a given maoant is known. 
Intercross is not authorized to disclose either the 
number ot nAmes or o1v1lien prisoners it possesses or 
information concerning the strength or the camps, 
which it bas been able to procure through channels of 
strictly confidential character. HoWever, in pror.o91ng 
to undertake the daliTery or a maximum of 30, 000 parcsls 
tor concentration oempa end 35,000 parcels to Theresien­
stedt (this cannot be considered a camp but rather a 
ghetto) during the initial month, the Committee implicitly 
indicates the approximate number of civilian prisoners 
to whom it can deliver lndiv1duel parcels at the present 
time. Czech, Belgian , 7ranch, Yugoslav, Croak, Ho~esian 
and Dutch ere the ~rincipal nat1onal3 involved. 

The ICRC proposes to deliver individual ~roela to 

these 
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these oamrs in Germany: Deohau, Batzwailer, Saohsen­
heuaen-Oranienburg, Ravensbrueok (oamp tor women), and 
Buchenwald bei Weimar, There ia under examination the 
question ot similar diatri btuions to the following 
oampa in Oroatiaz ~asenovac, Stare Grsdisoa and Ored­
Jsni Salas. Intercross can visit these camps but the 
authorities or Croatia hesitate to permit the distri bu­
tion ot relief 1r the only ones to benef i t are Jews. 
~t the present moment it is not advisable to make ship­
ments to the oe~s of Auschwitz and Birkenau in Upper 
Sileaia , The situation 1n Campiegne, Draney end Bergen­
Baleen Will be investi gated further. Delegates or 
Intercross r++•••t, have been able to visit both Dranoy 
and recently Theresienstadt but the Committee has no 
asursnce that it can repeat suoh visits . 

Distribution will be limited by Intercross to 
persons confined in oampa. The goods will be suitably 
packaged for individual distribution by Intercross , 
Tho latter will submit ra~orta or the distribution of 
each consi gnment of parcels , 

Since a rapi<l 1m reese in the number o~ DBlll3s ot 
political prisoners known i s to be expected as soon as 
the sending or psrcelts gets under way, the Committee 
recomcends that en initial consignment or 100,000 parcels 
be shipped, even thoUgh Intercross is now able to under­
take the distribution of only 65 ,000 parcels ror the 
first oonth. 

Report from Intercross ends. 

After consultation with Jamea ot the American i ad 
C~oes at Geneva, it is suggested that, in view or present 
dittioulties in transportation, pdrt ot the reclaimable 

fortlon ot foodatutts !rom the osrgo ot the OBRISTIMA 
roughly 6~ of 80,000 standard food paroels ) ~hioh bas 

elroady arrived in Switzerland be used tor this reliet 
project tor prisoners in German concentration camps. 
Intercross ia equipped to make up s batoh ot smeller 

I parcels with the3e sslvot;ed goods and is ready to do so. 
The decision of the Blockade Authorities is u~gent 
1n view ot the fact that this food muct be consumed 
within the space of three months. 

~rom reoent information received by Intercross 
it appears that only percale weighing up to a maximum ot 
three kilos, whether they oontain food or c lothin. 

4
_ dll 

be aooepted tor delivery to concentration camps, Lr 

puroels 
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pll reels can be shipped .tram OTereeaa tor the a boTe 
purpose end to be distributed by Intercross, tho latter 
atatee that suoh parcels must not bear on; ~rkinga 
ot the national Red Cross . This io ao that Intercross 
can attix its own lobela , 

Our aot1on has been concerted -ith that or th8 
British Legation. A aildlar &UCIIDry or the oide-memoiro 
tram I ntercross and the aaegeation regarding the CHRISTINA 
mentioned aboye hoYa been wired to MEW by tho British L,eation hare, 

Repeated to London. 
Fr~ McClallend tor~. 

BIII:n1' 
In dupli oe te 

Copy to Rill 

BABRISOB 
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Jroa: 8EOSTATE, Waah1nKton Datez Jul7 20, 1~ 

llo. 2~& 
Oode: olear 

• L T 

Reoe1Tsd: Jul7 22, 1~ ~ AM 

80BJEOT 1 lleeaa1e tor .lila roae, Geneva 
tro. A.oroea, Waah1naton 

A.la:RIC.AH CC»Il3UL GIDIEVA 

2e& Twentieth tor Alloro.. qaote 8Wil 7 JOV 8M we 

Kreatl1 llppno1&te all ertorte Interoroee baa aade with 

Or1et1na oarco under adveree o1rouaetanoea Amo~oaa pretera 

that none ot the waterloocaed aerohand1ae eveno&nned goode 

leave Svltzerlan4 tor oe•p• aa ruat proceaa will o~nt1nue 

and evellllall7 4ama«e gooda to extent o! andancor1ng 

oonauae~e air •hloh reaohea whole powdered a1lk or 

aeate eoon apolle oontenta therefore A.oroee havin& 

reoe1ve4 author1t7 froa ori~1nal donora &1••• Interoroea 

entirely tree hand to diapo1e by eale ot all d&aaged 10~1 

1noludlns even thole 1ligbtl7 damaged 1n 8w1tzorland it 

ueed tor oon1truotive purpoee the7 need not bloker lona 

about pr1oe 1noa1e ot goode oon1uaable now but whioh eboul4 

not be kept lona on hand we would be glad to ••• theae aade 

available at moderate prioe• /o S•iel author1t1ee tor uee 

1n 8w1ee retuaee oa.pe it oerta1n goode appear abeolutelr 1ate we 

leave to di•oret1on Interoroee 1endin! 1aae in re1peot1we 
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ratio three to oat to rreaah and lel&lan warprleoner e.-pe 

•• Inttroroee bae •uaaeatet adT1a1n& ua ot quant1t1ee 

ao 41epatahad howtTar Where alilbteat doubt we prefer goode 

re•atn &wltaerland pleaee atk Interuroee to keep aoooun~a 

eo th•t 1n due tt.e we oan be adT1aed expeneea 1nTolTe4 1n 

(one) I~Y&It ope~atlon sete (two) tranepartatlon 1f AnT 

eete to 8w1taerlan4 (three) erpeneee 8witaerlan4 (tour) 

quant1t1tta ~ 1uppl1ee s old (five ) total amount reot1Ted 

from ea.le Allorosa •Jnquote 

Hull 



From 

TELEGRAM RECEIVED 

De art nl. 

wru; to. 79. 

Date 

No 4C>O 

Received · July 22, 10 n . • 

For rile n~r from Dr. Kubowlttki, World vewlsh 

"'on,;r~Ds . 

"fhe Jolnt Relief Committee ln London recently 

pr esented to the In·ernntlonn1 Red Crose Comc1ttee 

a proposal for t:.e shl~ment through the blockade r 

rood parc~ls !or distribution under Red Crms super­

vlslon to refuge s ln internment camps. reA questions 

w ether Int roroes has had adequate staff to lnsure 

prop r distr ibution ln en~ y countrleo. Please follow 

de\·eloD ente relatl'l t thlo proJect; anyth1n you can 

do to h lp insure lte euooeae will be cp reclated." 

HULL 

In d 11cste 

re 

• I 



914 . 2-s.s. •cRISTINA• 
PCS/lo / 

Sir: 

&Ok 'Q •l' lel"ll 

AMERICAN CONSULATE 

Geneva , Swit~erland. 
July 21 , 1~44. 

Leland Harrison , 
American Minister, 

BERN. 

Ci I have the honor t o refer to the Department ' s 
-,telegram No.2102 ot June 19, 1944, addressed to the 

r Legation, containing instructions tor this Consulate 
relative to the Red Crose cargo or the ss 11CRISTINA•, 
and to this Consulate ' s reply contained in lts t ele-
gram No. 213 of June 30, a copy or which was ror*arded 
to the Legation. 

In this connection, the British Consul at Geneva 
informed me this morning over the telephone,or the 
British Legation ' s reoeipt or a telegram No. 2921 from 
the U1n1etry ot EgonQ~ War!!r§, to the effect that 
the UEW agrees with the suggestion to use a part or 
the food concerned, but that the clothing should be 
held. Mr. Livingston added that there was no cloth­
ing concerned. 

Uy British colleague expressed hie wish to be 
informed Of any further action taken in Order that 
we might act in concert. 

Copy to Kr. Jamea. 

Respectfully yours, 

S?~L..i.~ 
Paul C. ' S~ire 

American Consul 



!'he tollcnri.D& cable tor JOU troa Dr. ~uboll'itald 
ot the orld Jewillh Conareae, reached ae tod&Jt 

•!he Join~ leliat Cowai\he 1.n Lon4on 
reoenUy preaente4 ~ the lllteruational Red cro .. 
Oo1Dit'tee a propo..U .ror the ab.ipaat t~ 

the blockade ot t'ood pa.roelo tor 41strl.b'llt1on 

under R.a. Crose mper'fiaion to retuseee 1.n 

i.Dtemact caape. rB.l (fOI'CiGn EconODic Adwin1..., 

'traUOD) questions whether Intcrcrooo !iaa hAd 

edequsb etat:t 1.o i.nmre propar di.uilliltioue 
in en~ countries. Plaaee tollow deyelo en"te 
rel.ati.a« to 1.1tia projeo"t, GftTtb.ine JOU can do 
to bdp i.Jil!lllre Ua eu.ooe .. wlll be apprecift.ted . • 

U J!IOuld be appreciah4 U JOU woul4 ..e.d 'Us a 

mort note !or our filu aemo•lede;i.Da reoeipt ot ~1• 
ble. 

Dr. rbi.ri fllec:ner 

Sincerely JOtlra, 

.ao ... u cClell.culd 
flped.u Aaa1.C:mt to 
~ Amer10Ql Wet :r 

l'crl4 ilewi Oo.t!D!'eea, 
YT , Quai Wilmn, Cenen. 



'l'o: 

Code: 

TELEGRAM SENT 

Depart.!:! nt Date: July 29, 19'-4. 

Ole r - NL'l' Charged to: 

Have recently seen Am0ros3' 296 , July 20, oon­

taininc their r c~enJatlons for 11qu1dot1on here 

in S*itzerlcnd or s lv eed carco or standard food 

packs "o rrao the CRl:JTir.A. In v!ow 1ncrMain8 

~ robob1lity th t oo~~e plated ah1~ont ot 100, 000 

parcels por conth tor three montha or any pert thereof 

oan ~ach Jwitzorland duo to 1noreesing transportation 

diff1oultieo if >nd When Joint Blockade Oo~ttce 

should authorize tresc shipments, I renew our request 

th t exceptional pP.rmias1on be grunted to utilize at 

least part or CRI3TINA goods to make up packages tor 

ICRC d1ctribution to oonoentration oocps in Germany 

and Gorman- occupied territory. A decision must be 

reached in this metter in vary n er future ea ealvagod 

CRISTINA soods wi.l only be fit tor consumption up to 

about the end or September . 

RD :cjb:nf 
Copy to Ril! 

HARRISON 



.... 

To: 

Code: 

For RDU 

TELEGRAM SENT 

Depart:.ent Date: July "9 , J p . re, , 1944. 

No: 489J 

Charged to: 

Thu referenoo for the L·~~etion 1 s 4897, July < J , 

with regard to fcod paroela , 1 :.he ente-1~nul 

~arnaraph or the Locution ' s ~78 of July 18. 

For t~e iRB frorr. lolcClella.nd. 

HARRI!:lON 

RDll:nf 
In duplicate 

Copy to R.DL: 

" I) 
I ·7S 

a> .... ... 



VED 

•t 3, 2 p.m. , 1944 

26S3 

ugust 4, 3 p .m. 

@ 
IRB No. 105. Reference your 45?8 July 18. 

For your information, we are repeating below a 
telegram aent by Department, WRB and FEA on July 31 
to Embaaey London tor EID. 

"Department's airmail instruction 4234 June 23 
and telegram 5013 June 24, and London's 5003 June 23. 

"Department haa been informed by Bern Legation ot 
ICRC'e reeponee to tbe Jo1nt approach made on July 4 by 
the American and British representatives with regard to 
Possible implementation ot that section ot the Berle­
Foot agree~ent which concerns distribution ot food 
parcels in ooncentratlon oampa ln areas occupied by 
th~ enemy. 

"Substantially the same information is contained 
in cable No. 2865 ot July B !rom the British Legation 
in Bern to UEW, a copy or which has been given to the 
Department by the British Embassy. In addition, however, 
we are informed that parcels tor delivery to concentra­
tion camps, whether containing rood or o1otb1ng, w111 
be accepted by Germany only up to a maximum weight or 
three kilos. ~oreover, national Red Cross markings 
must not appear on the parcels, although it seems that 
ICRC labels EBY be a!!ixed on otherwise plain parcels. 

"The alternate proposal made by Intercross ls 
recognized as being substantially the same as the plan 
wbleh they have advanced in the past wlth respect to 
delivery or food parcels to concentration camps. On 
economic warfare grounds, 1t is obvious that this 
method le far lese eat1eractor1 than the on• which 
was set forth ln the Berle-Foot agr~ement, in that lt 
otters considerably lese definite assurance that the 



From 

I$N€r; fPILE} 

TELEGRAM RECEIVED 

Department Date: Auguat 3, 2 o.m., 1944 

No: 2663 

Received August 4, 3 p.m. 

@ I" 
LH __ rl ___ __ P ARAPHR.ASE 

WRB Ho. 105. Reference your •578 July lB. 

For your information, we are reoeating below a 
telegram eent by Deoartment, WRB and FEA on July 31 
to Ecibaesy London for EWD. 

"Department's air~ail instruction 4234 June 23 
and telegram 5013 June 24, and London's 5003 June 23. 

•Department has be~n informed by Bern Legation of 
ICRC's response to the Jo1nt aporoach made on July 4 by 
the American and British representat1vea with regard to 
possible implementation or that section ot the Berle­
Foot agree~ent which concerns d1etrlbution of food 
parcels in concentration camps 1n areae occupied by 
thl' enemy. 

"Substantially the same information ls contained 
in cable No. 2865 of July 8 from the British Legation 
in Bern to MEW, a copy ot which has been given to the 
Department by the Brit1ah Embassy. In addition, however. 
we are informed that parcels for delivery to concentra­
tion camps, whether containing rood or clothing, w111 
be accepted by Germany only up to a maximum weight or 
three kilos. Moreover, national Red Croas marking• 
must not appear on the parcels, although it aeems that 
ICRC labela may be a!ti~ed on otherwise plain parcels. 

"The alternate proposal made by 10 teroross 1e 
recogn1~ed as being substantially the same aa the plan 
which they have advanced 1n the past wlth respect to 
deliver7 ot too~ parcels to concentration camps. On 
econolll1c warfare grounds, 1t 1e obvious that this 
method 1s tar lese eatlsfaotory than the one whlch 
waa set forth 1n the Berle-Foot agreement, 1n that 1t 
otters considerably leos def1n1te assurance that the 

actual 



- 2 - (tlo. 2663) 

addreaeeee will receive and retain the paroele. However, 
ICRC olaima to have very good auooeea in obtaining eigned 
rece1pta and it 11 completel1 eat1efied that the a4dreeeeee 
who sign recelpte for the parcels actually benefit troa 
them. 

•we feel, however, that on account or the project's 
political and humanltarlan aspe cts, the economlo warfare 
ooneiderat1ona which have heretofore precluded our making 
packagea available to lntercroea for dletrlbution under 
ita plan ehould at thie Juncture largely be waived. The 
amount or rood which might fall into enemy hands could 
not affect the outcome or the war nor prolong it. The 
desperate eltuation or the people detained tn the concen­
tration oampe makes it increasingly neoeaeary that some 
aid be given them, even though we may not receive tight 
guarantees that each package reaches the b~nef1olary tor 
whom lt ie intended. We suggest, therefore, the granting 
or blockade auttori~atlon for ehioment of 300,000 
apecially-prepared three-kilogram rood oarcele to the 
International Red Crose Committee for dletribution on 
a trlal basis under thelr plan outlined 1n cable No. 2865 
of ~rit1ah Legation mentioned above. Transportation 
presents a eerioua problem, but we hope these paroele 
oan be sent by the northern route we are trying to 
eetablieh tor the shipment of supplies for prisoner• 
of •ar· 

·~oClelland in Geneva has inquired whether it would 
be poeaible to turn over to Intercroae ueable rood items 
!rom Chrlatlna cargo, to be packaged in three-kilo 
parcels and forwarded to 1ndlv1dual addreeeeea in oampe 
selected under the above-mentioned plan by the Inter­
national Red Cross Committee . If the blockade author­
ities accep~ the Intercross plan in principle, we aeeume 
there would be no objection to YcClelland's proposal for 
making use ot the salvaged Christina cargo. Urgent 
action ie required, ln view of the necessity for early 
consumption ot these items to avoid lose by epoilage. 

•Pleaee present thla mat~er as soon as possible 
to the relief sub-committee and endeavor to secure a 
favorable reply.• 

STET'!'lNIUS ACTING 

In duplicate 

re 
c: ' 



FJ/ 5 
British ConsUlate 

t th AU£u&t HU. 
BERN 

D"sr Kr. Jnting: 

The British authori ties also e ·ree to the ase 
ot t he t oodatutta troa tbe ncristin~~ . to >e made 
u~ into indivi dual par oel a by the I .R. o.o. 

The tele!rar. a l ao contai ns mention ot the taot 
that t hi s approval 1a based on a sus£e&tion made by 
the Gtate D"'partaent on .July Slat to your Embassy in 
London. 

Aa agreed, I have informed otsicQX de Sohwar ­
zenber g by tele9Aone, who , needless to say , is 
deli ghted . I told him at the same time t~t v?U 
were beinR good enough to let Jimmie J<Uaes and lir. 
UoOlelland kno~. 

ith kind regards, 
YoQrs very 11noerely, 

BOward llting , Esquire 
Aasric3n Coneulate, 

Geneve , 

H. r . Livingston 
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To : 

Code 

TELEGRAM SENT 

Department Date August 11, 1944, 9 p. m. 

No . 5228 

* ? ' 
Charged t o · 

Paraphrase 

From McClelland ror WRB with reference to your 
2663 of August 3 and our 4897 o~ July 29. 

With the approval o~ James, the American Red 
Cross representatiTe at GeneT&, Intercross plans 
to allocate from 50 to 75 tons of salvaged foodstutfs 
from the CRISTINA to Intercross' package program for 
concentration camps in Germany, to be parceled and 
shipped immediately. Could you, in principle, 
arrange to reimburse the American Red Cross for these 
goods or would you prefer that I reimburse Intercross 
here in Switzerland out of funds of the WRB (refer to 
SW917 of July 20 from AYCROSS). 

Should it prove possible to ship the projected 
300,000 parcels, Intercross cautions, on the basis 
of recent information from Germany, that the rood­
st~s contained in them, while nutritive (with 
stress on fats), be of the simplest kind to forestall 
German criticism that prisoners in concentration camps 
are receiving "luxury goods" which are not aTailable 
to the people of Ge~ny. 

HARRISON 

RDK:nf 

Copy to Rill 
:-1F'IED 

I IT 111·72 

.sf.L" 11972 

• 

1-' 

I' 



From: 

TELEGRAM RECEIVED 

Department Oats: 

No: 

August 11, 6 p.m., 1944 

2769 

Received: August 12, 4 p.m. 

AAAPH.RABE 

WRB No. 11?. From Department and WRB tor 
Harrison and UcClelland. 

Legatlon's 45?8 July 18 and Department's 2663 
August 3. 

Blockade authorities agree to Intercross proposal 
for the sending of three-kilo parcels to persons who are 
detained in concentration camps. It is likewise agreed 
that portion of reclaimed oargo of the CHiUS'L'INA, to be 
packaged in Switzerland, may be used ln the same manner. 
You are requested to inform IORC immediately. 

this authorization covers 300,000 parcels to be 
shipped from here. Plans tor their preparation are now 
under way, and you will be kept informed of developQente. 
As you may know, transportation at present is very 
difficult. It is hoped, however, that this obstacle 
will be surmounted by the establishment of a new prisoner 
of war supply route by way of Gothenourg. The blockade 
authorities wish to consider and to pass on the procedure 
whlcb Intercross will follow in order to safeguard the 
packages that are sent trom here between tneir shipment 
from Gothenburg and tbe affixing of labels. Intercross 
may w1s~ to arranBe !or labels to be affixed at Gothen­
burg and parcels forwarded by mall from that point. 
It 11 suggested that you diseuse thle matter with the 
Committee. 

Amcrose W-91? !or James, transmitted to Geneva 1n 
Department's No. 296 July 20, and referring to the 
reola1med c&rgo of the CHrllSliNA, 1s amended to provide 
!or the use by ICHC of such oortion or the usable items 
as in the Committee's discretion may be profitably used 
1n three-kilo parcels !or dietr1but1on 1n concentration 
camps to unaasimilated groups. 
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- 2 - (No. 2769) 

A etrict accounting procedure should be set up 
tor all items whioh the International Red Cross Committee 
usee tor this purpose, 1n order that computation may be 
made here ot possible reimbursement to the French and 
Belgians on a prorate baaia. Intercross should be 
requested to furnish you, tor transmission here, such 
information as may become available wlth regard to the 
reoelpt or non-receipt of parcels, and also information 
relating to the camps in which distribution takes place 
and the number and nationality of the oersons who benefit 
!rom the distribution. James should be advised of the 
above. 

Foregoing repeated, tor ita infor.Dat1on, to Embassy 
London. 

STETTINIUB AC'riNG 

In duplicate 

re I t1 

h 



Do11.r llr. Squire: 

I enclose the let~er tor cClelland and shall be 

grateful 1! )'OU will get 1t to h1111 aa promptl)' •• poa-

E.ne1 osure: 
To Roawe11 n. ~oClelland, 
A.uguat 14, 1944 

Paul 

Aserican Conaul, 

LH !mk 



LEGATION OF THE 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

bern, ,~ust 14, 1944 

ry dear ~r . McClelland: 

After )Our departur~ we received ~turday e teleg~~m 
fOl' ;vou from the ••'ar Refugee hoo.rd referrirg to your long 
telegram of July lUth last rt~orting thA vibws of the 
Intet·cross reearjlne; psrcels for concentration camps, and 
pEirticulerly your suggestion ll.oout the use of the reclaimed 
carso of the S . S . CHRISTINA . 

The rresent instructions inforn you that our blocltade 
authorities s£ree to the proposal of Intercross for t~e 
sending of three-kilo ~arcels to p(·rsons vrho are detained 
in conoentr11tion catl'ps. It is likev.ise agreed that the 
portion of recla1.med cargo of the CHRISTINA , to t•e packaged 
ir: s" i tzerland, may oe used in the s .;une manner. You or., 
requested to ir.form tl'.e Intercross of this irr.mediately. 

It is further stated that this authorization covers 
JOO, OOO parcels to ~e shipped from the United States, that 
plans for tl.t>ir l'rep1- ration are now under way, and that 
you will oe kept ir.formed of developments . Vihil"' tr&nsporta 
tion is difficult , it. ls hoped that this obstacle can be 
overcome by the establist.ment of a ~r1soner of wat• sup(:ly 
route by way of Gothenburg . 'l'his is to be considered by 
the blockade auttorit1es and thertafter they ir.tend to 
ir.fonr, Intercross on tr1e procedure to be follov.ed \',ith a 
view to ,afegu~;~rding the packages from the United Stat~'! 
~£tween their shipment from Gothen~urg and the affixing of 
l!!.bels . Int.,rcross mav wi5h to arrange for the affixing 
o" lP.bels at Gothenl,~Jrg and for the forwarding of the par­
cels by mail from that point. V .R . ~ . suggest~ that you 
discuss this matter ~ith Intercross. 
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".R.f:. also informs you tt',at Amcross Vo - 917 for James , 
tt•ansmitted in the Department 1 s telegr•un tlo . 296 of July 20 La 
to Genev&, regarding tl.e reclaia:ed CHP.ISTDlA cargo, is r 

rr . Rosvell D. ~~ClDlland , 
Care of h nerican Conrulate , 

Ger.eva. 

amended 
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amended to provide for tne use t·y IntC\rcross of such ~ortion 
of the usarle items as ir. ~ne Committee's discretion may be 
profitably used tn three-Y1lo purce.ls for ~1striout1on in 
conc~ntratlo 1 camps to unassimilated grours . A strict nc­
cour:ting ~rocedure should be set up t>y lnt,.rcross for all 
items tr.nt may be used for this purpose in order thA.t com-
P\ltst i on may oe made in the Unit&d States of ~.os:~itle reia:­
bursement to the F·rencr. and b••lt,ians on a pro rata t as is. 
lntt'rcroaa should oe request.e:d tc furnish you , t'or trans­
mi8sion here , such informa~ion ns may oecome availaole wi~t. 
regard to the receipt or non-receipt of parcels , a tel also 
information relatir.g to tne camps in which distrit'ution 

/ takes place and the number and nationality of the persons 
who benefi t from tte d i stri bution . Ja~es should te advised 
of the ~>bove . 

I hr•ve just t'een tt-:lephon1ng '711th ~~~r . Squire and h<>.p­
ren to tu1ve miss~d you 1hen you vere in the Consul'lte . 
Mr . squire tells me that you plan to return tomorrow morn­
ing and I have suggested tc hirr that t.e lat. you «now tt..st 
I am sending him an urgent let~er, which is this one , 1r. 
the thought that yott might like to have the information 
before you return nere . lf the matt~r is as urgent ss it 
seems to be, you :night wish to see Intercross tomorrow 
morni ng and pass on the infora.ation to Fr•1ncis ,James. to 
whom f-lease bi vto ''J best regtLrdB. 

~lbase rememter me to Mrs . rcClelland, and hoping 
that all is v.ell with you, 

S incerely yours, 

.s 
{' 

.. 



Pollol'fi~ our telephone oonverant.10n o£ yesterday, I am 
happy 't.O :!lend you the substance or the •• age .W1ch v1as re­
ceived by the .teaaUcm on 3atuntay, AUII:U3~ l~.b, :from tbe 
:O.:part:nent o! State and 'the l'ar Retugee Board, regardin8 
puroelo ~or persons detain~ 1n conce.ntra"t1on camps in Ge:rman 
territory. This meoeaae is 1n ansner to your lUde aemo1re of 
July '/t.b and to t.ha proposal tna~ u portion o~ the reol&.1.111ed 
oarso o! 'tbe CRISTIJfA be used for this purpose. The instruc­
tions ne have receivod s~ute that the blockade authorities 
agree "to the proposal ot tne IC30 to send three-kilo parcels 
to the concen"t.rat1on c a 'Dpll, and :Ukewiue kgree that part of 
the CRISfilfA carac, to be packaged in 5"1 tzerland, may also 
be used. 

!his authorization further oovers 300,000 parcels t o 
be shipped from the United States, ..LlDd stu tea that plana 
for their preparation are now under 'lr&'J, und tllut the Lega­
tion will be kept 1n£omed o! develo;ncnts. f.b.ile transporta­
tion is d1:!!'1oult, it 18 hoped that this o botaole oan be 
overcome by the estkblis~ent of a prisoner of war aupply 
route by way o! Cothenburs. !his is to be considered by 
tbe blocltude autllorl:ties and theree!'ter they 1n -..end t o inform 
ICRC on the procedure to be follotred trith a viel'f 1.o sui'eguard­
in6 the packages from the Unit ed States betrteen their uhipraent 
fro111 Gothenburs lind the a!fixin& o! labe1o . The Intornationel 
Comi ttee cay "ish to arrange for the a!.!i.ldnG o! labels at 
Gothenbur6 and tor the forwarding of ths paroela by mall from 
that point. The ar Re!u 0ee Board would ~~ally appreciate 
your op1n1o• concernil'l8 t.b1s Gothenburg proposition as soon 
as feasible. 

We b.Te also in!omed that ihe in3truotions which Jlr. 
James raceived !rom the American Red cross on July 20th con­
cernin6 the liquidation of the CRISTIKA cargo have been 

Dr. J. de Sch'lltarzenbers, 
International Cotr:!1 ttee of the Red Cross, 

Hotel etropole, 
Geneva. 

amended 

Q) .... .,. 
r" 
H 

:u 
('") 

'Tl ;:. 
('") 

~ 

.,., ,o 
I::.J 

1: n 
t, .. 
1:..3 

~~ 
IH g 
0 .. 
~~ 

s 



-2-

amended to provide tor the use b7 Interoroae ot auoh portion 
ot the uanble items aa 1n t.be Cor.m~ittee's d1ocrotion ay be 
profitably u.sed in 1:bree- lt1lo pnrcels for distribution in 
co:1centration ca::1r.s to unase11111lnte d (iroups . A atr1ct 
aocount1ns p!'ocedure nhould be net up by IntercroGs for 
all 1te:ns the t may 'be used tor this puTp03e in order that 
co~putntton ay be oade in the United Staten or posoible 
rc1mbUrce ent to tne French ana Belgil'lns on t1 pro rata buaia . 
I! the lCP..O would furnish ue, tor tram1o1se1on to tne Uni 'l;ed 
Stntea, 'tf1'tb cuch 1n.t'orcat1on nc uy bee e ava1ltible 'ivith 
re ~ar(1 to 'Ule :receipt or non-receipt oi paroelo, ttna aleo 
1n1'orcation relnt11lg t o "the cfll!lpa ojn ~ch distriout1o'fi 

ea _pl.nQI) (l 'the number und nationality o't the ~nona 
~o benefit 1'rom the d~otxil:.ution. it wou.l1 be verJ 1.!1Ucb 
appreci ted . 

Sincerely youra. 

Roswell D. floOlelland, 
Special Ass13tant to 
the Allerioa.n H1n1ster. 

s 
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lollor.ins our ~slepnone o~versation ot yest erday, I .a 
b&ppy 'to san4 . on tthe e".lbata.'1ce o! ttlo meesa~e wl'l1cb fi&S r e ­
ce1voC! Q)' 'the Legation ;on .5oturd8,li , Au!W)t 12tb, frcn the 
Depart:aent o! State and the War Ha!ttpe Board , ;reg~ard1ll8 
paxcelu tor persons detained in concentration c~pa 1n German 
terri t.o:::-, . This mesas e is in ao:mer to tbe ICilC alde ceooire 
o! July 7th and to the propo:Jal thot o portion or the reclaimed 
cargo o! the CRISTlrtA 'oa used for thiD purpQse eubJoot to the 
approval of tb.e A:lerican Red Cross. The 1n3tr..lot1ono ne have 
received state that the blockade autllort ties aaree to the 
proposal c! the ICRC to send three- . ilo parcels to t.he oon­
oeotration cattps, and like.,iae ogree tUat part or tbe CRI~1'Il'IA 
carso, to be p~olmRed 1n Snitzerland, may also be uoed. 

'!'his auth ortza tion t'Urtber coveru 300,000 plll"'els to 
be shipped !rom the United Stntes, p.nrt stotes thnt pluns 
!or their preparation are now un 1er way, and that the LGga­
tion will be kept intormed of rtevolopments. Jbdle transporta­
tion is d11'!1cult, i~ is hoped that thie obe~aole can be over­
come by the establishment o! a prisoner ot "or supply route 
by "ay o-r GothenbUrg. nus is to be oonsideTed by the blockade 
aut.hori ties and 1beraatter tney intend w inform the !CRC on 
the procedure to be followed w111t a View to ea:reguarding the 
packBBes fro the United States between their sh1pc~ent !rom 
Gothencurg and the affixing of labels . Intercross may wish 
to ano.nge :ror the a!f1x1!'1B o:r la'Jels at Gothen burg and !or 
Mle !orm~r,ling ot the purcels l;)y mail !rom tha t point. 
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e are also Wormed that the instructions •~bioh you 
received fro~ the American Red Cross on July 20th (Amcrons Ls 
W-917) concerning Ule liquidation of the CRISTIJfA cargo have f 

Mr. Pranois n. J&a~ea , 
Aaertco.n Red Cross, 

Hotel d~J3erg~~ . 
Geneva. 
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been n· ended to proviae ~or the uac by Inter cross o f suoh 
portion ot the uaable 1~•~ oe in the Coma!ttee' o 61s or.tion 
may be profitably used 1n three- kilo parcels !or d1str1but1on 
in conce ru.ration OWII.PB 'to unaasmila'ted grotJl)O. J CRO 1a being 
requcste t.o sot up o atrlct accounting procedure :for all 
items thut mny be uoed !or t bia pur e b order tbat oom-
pu tion o.:J be oude 1n the United .fitotes o! possible reimbur.le­
man :to the ranch lilll.d Bel8ians bn o pro ru.ta bua18 . ICRC i a 
also beinti requeated tc; furnish u.s, !or transCiioaion t o tbe 
United .,taten, w1 th such information ~.a cay beccrJe ovailable 
w1 Ul r e sn:rd t o t.be rooe1p1; c.r non-receipt ot puroela, and 
nlso information relating to the car.po :!.n which d1strirut1on 
'l.all:ea "' 0 the owaber &n~ fl. ioooll t or 'tha ~rsons who 
benefit he d1s~1~tion . 
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To · 

Code 

AmDel , Rome 

TELEGRAM SENT 

Date· August 17, 1V44 , 9 p. m. 

18 (Dept. 03!51) 

Cha rgect to 

Paraphrase 

••••••• tro.lll .Yaghtrut1. lor BIOJ'A. 

Inrormation from Oerlll8ll:T and the ICRC communi­
cations emphasize that the problems of our military 
internees in Germany are booollliug daily more aerioi.B 
and more difficult . The rood situation is very bad. 
In soma concentration oamps, our soldiers are 
ted with the residue trom the rood distributed to 
Russian prisoners or war. The death rate and tuber­
culosis ara on the increase. In the circumstances 
and in the ballet that help might be sent throut;h 
the ICRC following plan ot the ~~rican Red Cross, 
the Geneva Committee plans to address a r uquest to 
the I tal18l1 communities in the United States and to 
Fiorello La Guardia personally intorain~ the~ in 
detail regarding the tragic situation or tho internees . 
I tully agree with this. The American Legation here 
is also giving the matter attention. 

Repeated to the Department. 

Io. 273 ot August 16, with reference t o Mag1strat1 ' a 
no . 2&5 . 

BARRISOll 

JIB :mJ b : nr 
In duplicate !or ~ files. 

REGRPOED 
UNC . tt:. 
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From: 

Code : 
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, to ln . de uchwar enberr. and 
Itr. Jame., 8/' 3 Ull4tmJb 

CASE PILE 

TELEGRAM RECEIVED 
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.. 
to Dr. de ~clmnr cnb rc an 

ltr. Jame... /, 3 RD!/mjb 
CASE FILE 

TELEGRAM RECEIVED 

From: Departm!!!nt Date : August 21, 6 p.m. , 1944 

No.: 28?2 

Code: Rec eived: August 22, 1 p. m. 

P ARAPHRAS&: 

WRB No. 135. For ~oClelland . 

Legation's 5228 August 11. 

American Red Cross has authorized the use of 

50 tons of foodstuffs salvaged from the CHRISriNA 

for the Intercross program of concentra tion camp 

parcels. You are hereby 8Uthorized to pay ICRC 

for these fifty tons from War Refugee Board funds. 

You are requested to notify ~ as to the exact 

~ amount paid to Intercross, and to report on the 

develooments in this feeding program. 

In duplicate 

re 
c. \ 
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COMIT~ INTERNATIONAL DE LA CROIX-ROUGE 
A.G ENCE CEN T RALE D ES PRISONNIERS DE GUER.R.E 

Rappe lor dans lo r•ponn : 

GEN~VE.Anguat 21 1 1944. 
Palals du Consoii-G6n6rol 

T&l'ol. "INTEIICftOIU OUt!£•• 

a.s5 
.T'~/GB 

!lear Ur . UcClelland, 

Let me thank. you most war1!1ly for yo11r letter of 
Au.gust 16 and the good news it contains. liollld you be s o 
ld.nd ao to tran.smi t the best thanks of the International !led· 
Crose Committee to the Authorities conc_rned. in WashingtOn 
:ror speeding u.:p the matter and for acc ... pting o11r 'Proposals ? ~ 
I feel s11re that the gratitude of the deportees trho will 
pro:fl. '1. by th.;se ehipllk;nts will be almost boa.ndlese, e.s they 
are badly in need of this relit:f. 

l1e have at once errnnged to make u.p 50 tons of ~e 
•Cristina • into 2 V2 kg. parcels and I tru.st that we eha.ll 
be able to start despatching them at latest in a :fortnight. 

As for the ,00. 000 parcels from the United States of 
America we shaD. see 1;o 1 t that 011r dclega.t ion e.t Goctheborgr 
or possibly at the German port to which tb.5 r elief will he.ve 
to be shi::PPed 1-rom Goethsborg, be entrusted with the f'orward­
ing of' these ya.roels directly to the concentration Ca!:ll)S 
at'ter affixing of the labels. We shall let you know how thiS 
scheme is to be carried. out. 

l7e shall, of course, set up a strict ac ounting proce­
dure and let you know exactly the nationalities and the llUL­
ber o~ inuividuals o_ every nationality who will profit by 
these consignments. As we agreed by telephone not only 
Frenoh end Bulgiall civililJJl prisoners mould banef'it by this 
scheme but other nationlll1ties too. A provisional list of 
prieonars ot dif'f'erent nationalities to whom wa inten~ 
smur.t:ng· a first lot or-uv 11aristina" eergo is enclosed. 
Tnfs'l:liffTo'es not comprise the individual parcels of' which 

Ur . oswell D. McClelland 
:lpt..;ciu.l .lssictant to the Amtirican llinister 

Lee;e-cion or t.he United ntates o:t' America. 
.... 9, Alpenstrasse 

B ... RU 

./. 
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we shall despatch nbout 8000-10. 000 t a time. These 
n.umbcra are o!" course only appro::d.matt.; ..bey "ill chan.se ac­
cordingly to the reports "e get from our delegates on camp 
strengths "hich vary continually. 

~hank you again,for Jour gr~at helpfulness in this matter, I am 

I P.s . 

Sincerely JOI.lrS , 

J!th:~ 
Olre<:teur de I> Olvl~ ~ ''"""""" '"""' l 

The names of the camps and their strengths are 
communicated to you as personal int'orma t ion and we 
should ~e grateful if you would treat this 
confident.ially . 



::>E LA CROIX-ROUGE 
) NNIERS DE GUERR.E 

21 aoG.t 1944 · 

\VOiS C011ecti1's envisages pour la periode d~ 15 aoG.t au 15 aoptembrc 19~ • 
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:::>E LA CROIX-ROUGE 
)NN1ERS DE GUERR.E 

Bern, August 23, 1944· 

Dear J!r. Janes : 

I nave received a 111re thid ,om1.ns trom -the War 
dugse Board statins "that the Ao4r1oan Be·1 oross haS 
authori~ed the use o! 50 tons o! ..:oodatu.r!s salv86ed !rom 
the CRIS'r!WA tor the Internut1vnal Oornm1tte e o! the Rod 
Cross progi""tm o! concentration oa:: p pL-rocels . 

I have been author!.zed t o puy tor theoe !'oda~fa 
:from ar Retugee Beard tundB a"t my disposal here iri l:)1 1tzer-
1Bnd. I bave notified Dr. de Sab.narzenberg o! this !act 
and asked biDI to inform me o: the exaot e:~~oun"t o"ed at biB 

convenieQ3e. 
Sincerely yours, 

Bo~mell D. McClelland, 
5ll ecial AssiStant ~ 
the American MiniSter. 

Jlr. l'ranoie B. J 111118S, 
American Red cross, 

H,tel dee Bere;uea, 
Geneva. 

lUL/II.fb 



:>E LA CROIX-ROUGE 
)NNIERS DB GUERR.E 

Bern, August 23, 1944· 

.Dear ll.r • J me a : 

I have reoe:l.ved a nire tll111 omin 
efu&ee Board stating that the .A.oer1can Re,J oroas hae 

autb.ortned the use o! 50 tons o.r Aood.s~~s ea1vaged !rom 
ttle CRISTilJA !or the Inte:rnational Oo~~:~~~ittee o! the Red 
Cross ~rograc ot concen~ration oaop pa-?Cela. 

I have been authorized to pllj '!or tbuse foodstlii'!s 
.rrom nr :R.e:U&ee Board ~dB a~ my dinposal here in s,.itzer­
land. l have not1fied Dr. de Sahnarsenbers of this tact 
aod asked h1.m to in!onn me o:! the exao~ aoun~ o'lted at his 

c onvenieme. 

Sincere!:!' yours, 

Ilo8'1tell D. HoClelland, 
Special Asoiatant tD 
the me._""ioan Minister. 

Jllr. Francis B. J ames , 
Aoerioan Red cross, 

Hr>tel des Bercues, 
Geneva. 

352 
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:>E LA CROIX-ROUGE 

Dear 'Dr. de 5onwaraen berg: 

)NNIERS DE GUERRE 

352 
__ ... ...... . - ... " ................ 

Bern, AUgust 23, 1944· 

I have just received a cable trom the War RefUgee 
13oard otating that the American Bed cross bas authori:&ed 
tbe uao o! 50 t ons o! !oodstu!! B salv84~ed :rrom tbe 
cniSTriA !or the International Red cross program o! 
pe.rcela !or c oncentration c a'!lpS. 

I have been 8Llth0rized to pay t he Interna 'tional Red 
c ross !or these 50 tons from i ar Re! \lgee Board funds o.t 
my disposal. Will you ld.ndlY notify me, thore!ore, ut 
your oonven'ienoe, a! tlr. amount which the ar Refugee 

_oarii owes you . 
Sincerely ':!~• 

Roswell 'D. XoClelland, 
Special ABsistant to 
the Amerl.oan 111n.1star. 

Dr. J. de Sohwarzenberg, 
International Cca:a.i ttee of the lied Cross, 

Hotel Metropole , 
Geneva. 

r. 



From: 

Code: 

- LA CROIX-ROUGE 
>NNIERS DB GUERRE 

352 

GEN£VE. 1 SFPT 1~ 

TELEGRAM RECEIVED 
........ 

Department 
Date: August 23, 7 p.m., 1944 

No. : 289? 

Received: August 24, ? p. m. 

'lffiB No. 139. 

Department's 2?69 August 11. 

A~erican Red Cross is shipping withln the next 
three days for WRB via Gothenburg 15,000 three-kilo 
packages tor distribution to unassimilated persons 
in camps by Intercross. In each parcel there ls a 
rPoeipt card, which is modeled after the POW receipt 
card o! Amorose with the exception that the term 
•prisoner of war• is deleted and the name International 
Red Cross is substituted tor Amer1onn Red Cross . 

It is suggested that intercross prepare i mmediatelY 
15,000 laoels to be affixed to these packages at Gothen­
burg, the parcels then to go torward by the same 
tac111tie8 as Amcross POW packages to northern German 
porte, tor postal despatch thence to detained persona . 
Immediate confirmation from Intercross of this proposed 
plan tor handling the ~arcela or their substitute plan 
tor handling them onward trom Gothenourg, so that approval 
of the matter maY be cleared with London, will be 

apprec1ated. 

HULL 

In duplicate 

re ' (A 
a "V'--'-\ .....,..,.. 11·11 n1£ st. ~, -



CROIX-ROUGE 
.JNN1ERS DE GUERRE 

GEN£VE, 1 SEPT. 194 

:By Band 

Bern, AugUSt 25, 1944· 

Dear Dr. de Sobwarsenberg: 

I have pleasure in quoting below a message which haS 
been received for the International Coooi ttee of the Red 
Cross from the War Refugee Board: 

"American Re d cross is ah11>p1Dg within the 
next three day!! tor rRB via Gothenburg 15, 000 
three-kilo paokD6es ~or distribution to unaesimilated 
perscns 1n camps by Int.txnatiol'.al Red cross. In 
each parcel tbere is a receipt oard, fthiob is modeled 
a.;:ter tbe POW receipt oard of .Amertoan Red Crose "i tb" 
the axoe, tion that the tena "'Prisoner of war• is 
deleted anC. the n~a• International Red erose 1.& sub-
stituted for Aaertoan Red cross. 

8 lt 1& suggested that International Red Cross 
prepare iuediatel.Y 15, 000 labels to be affued to 
these packages at ~t~enburg, the parcels then to 
go !onrard by the same faoili ties o.s J,mertoan Red 
<no as POW paokal)es to t~orthern G9I'I'll8ll ports , !or 
post.al di&patcb tnenoe to detained persons . " 

It would be appreciated if :JW could oon!i.ra to us as 
soon as possible the detalltl of your proposed plan for 
handlintS -"the paroels both in Gotlumburg and later in \'Chat­
ever point 1n Germa.DY through l'lb.ich tbe:r o.ro oleared. 'lbis 
i.n!or.oarton is neoessary so that approval of "the Brl.ti.sh 
w.thori ties in London y be o'btained. 

Sincerely yours, 

Rosr;10ll D • .,cClelland, 
Special Ass1Dtant to 
tbe American M1nitster. 

:rr. J . de Sohwarsenberth 
International Oomm.1ttee of the Red cress, 

Bo"tel :Motropole, 
Geneva. 
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To 

Code 

.... "CROIX-ROUGE 
~ERS DE 6UERRE 

GEN~VE, 1 SEPJ: 194 

TELEGRAM SENT 

Date: .\u;.mst :.'6, 9 "' . o . , 1944 . 
De;,pnrtment 

No 5578 

Charged to 

• 0 

Fan1phru_,e 

Reference is r.llldl." to the Je!U r~·uent ' 2897 of 

Au~;ust 23. 
Intercro:Js ex!'re!.i;en its sincere thank3 to the 

/RB and other authorities concerned in .lashington 
for the sympathetic support of the prot'osuls of the 
Committee un1 the disr,ttch with whiCh pF.rrnission wus 
:ranted to use part of the car :;o or the c;n.;rn: .. . 

Intercross hus ut once beeun to make up the 50 
tons into :3 l/2 t:ilo parcels nntl r lens to forward the 
first shipment of about ll,OCO purcels within a fort ­
ni•bt to a similnr nwnb ·r of political prisoners in 
t!".e follo·:rin:: can:rs: 'Buchenwald, Jacbau , "qamourg, 
Nato:Heiler, Ravensbrueck, Sacbsenbausen and the Y.auth~usen penitentiary . ~e preliminary lot will 
;o to the follo.:ing : Czechs, f'les , llorwet;ia.ns , Dutch, 

Greeks, French und Sel·ians . 
, strict account of the nunbur of parcels shipped 

and deli•lered, t~c n tionalities and location of the 
b net'iciari""s 'IL.l t.: kept by Int<?rcross . Thi S account ~ill be sub~~ttP1 to u~ at ~J re;ulnr intervals as is 

rcssible . 
,i<;.h r•'t"~1rd to ttl':l shi::-ment of 300 , 000 parcels 

from the United Jtates, Intercross will instruct its 
del egation at Gothenberc, or rossibly at the Gerrr£n 
.,art to v·Lich roli f parcels will have to be shipped 
from Gothenbers. to su•ervise their roruardin~ dirdctly 
to concentrstion ca~ps after the parcel~ hove been l~beled end nudres~ed . Technical develop~ents in work-
1n3 out this procedure will bt:: rel'orted by Intercross . 

From 'McClelland for /ITh . 

RiJU:mjb:nf 
CopY to R:J ... 

tt:<.-

. ·~ 
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Oh"'u•• Joat."A l.&m 
Tt~•"'• 4ll OS 

GEN!::VE, 

GUERRE 
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COMITt:. INTERNATIONAL DE LA CROIX-ROUGE 
AGENCE CENTRALE DES PRISONNIE.RS DE GUERRE 

Reppaler dans le r6ponseo 
GEN~VE, August 281 1944• 

Palals du Conseii-G6n•ral 

Ttlt9. "IMTE.IC.UIXROUCE" 

0 . 44/Sec. ZA/00 
G. 59/7/VrRD G.85 
JES/HL 

Kr. Roswell D. McClelland 
s,ecial Assistant to the 
!m~rican Minister 
Legation of the United states of America, 
BE R ~I 

Dear Mr. McClelland, 

I thank you for your letter of August 23rd 
informing us that )OU nre authorized to pay us out of the 
W~r Re1~gee Board 1 s fUnds the prmce chnrged bY Amcross for 
its 50 toms from 11Cristina11 cargo. 

?..s soon as we s'lall h:lve drawn up the exact 
~unt desp~tched to the various camps wn shall let ]OU Y.now 
the sums expended according to the nationality of the 

detainees. 
Tha.nl.-i.ng you for your kindness, I al!l, 

Sincerely your s , 



Ob.u p.tau 1..5521 
Ttlt ttl'leAe C 2l OS 

GENtVE, 1 SEPT: 194 

S4,.r. G"'. 
COMITt: INTERNATIONAL DE LA C ROIX-ROUGE 

AGENCB CENTRALE DES PRJSONNIERS DE GUERRB 

Rappeler dons Ia r6ponsto 

G. 85 G. V·/_Scc. 
zA/oo , .. :;;-cr, 

ltil s 
Of AIJERJCA 

GENtVE, Au~st 31, 1944· 
Palals du Cons•II·G'n6rol 

Ttlq "IIIT£11.Cft01JROIIGE" 

Dear Mr. 
j 

Uay I revert to thQ 1uestion oC parcel3 to be 
despatched to concentration camps and to your letter of 
August 25. 

»e have arranged for our representatives who have~ 
just lert for Gothenburg that everything should be duly ~ 
prep"'red there for the taking over of the first batch of ::u 
15, 000 parcels arrinn" VIi th the 11Gripsho:Lm11 • T'ley hope n 
to get a gro'.1P of -r.orl~ers ready to handle these parcels and · 
affix the labels which we prevare at Geneva and send to "0 
Go~henburg . Our people in Gothenburg will be in possessio-~ 
of the lists of camps to which the parcels will be sent. ~ 

On the other hand, I have had bad news from Ger- , 
~any, in so far ~s recently orders have been issued to com- ~ 
manders or concentration cam's to apply mucn str icter moaru ~s 
as far as relief is co!1cerned. We shall have to rec!-:on 

I 
-~~h increasL~ difficulties and i n some cases we sh~l hav 
to stop our consi;;nnents cntirel'". l?or instance, in the cam· 
of Buchenwald we shall probo.bl:r be unable to send collcctiv ·~ 
relief but only individual parcels . ~ 

As the co'lt ~,.,1 of i)arcels on the German side wil~J 
be far more minut~> nn•i, I ~ afraid, the Al!lcross r eceip1;- 1-i 

cards which nrP- incl1~c in every parcel will very ~robabl~ . 
not be adr:l.i.tted, deu.it deletlon or th<> nord "At!lcross" anti 
its substitution by CICR, I s~ould be rateful i~ you would 
notify 'ashington in a discreet way that ln future it shoul ~ 
not include any recei. t in th parcels, nol' have any e:Jblcr:~ ' 
or other sicn affixed showing Amcross or W~r Refuvee Board 
as the donor. 

e shell add our own labelz et Gothenbur hich -
to date - are st11~ toler ted ~J th secret police in t.e 
cnmps. 

Thanldng you for your kindness, I am 
Sincer lY yours, 

oour 1-cr Co mtV ln•f"tmiPC.f\Jt 

de I& C!OiA Ro~ • 
ur. Ros~oll D. McClellend 
soeciol Assistant to tho 
~ericnn ll!nistcr 
Le~ation of the united States of Americ I ,JP-/!~r~ 
~ , R 1 01...... cs. Ia Ol'fblo<t 

4',_1~ Sp6ctillt 



COMITt: INTERNATIONAL DE LA CROIX - R OUG E 

Cll' .,. P"'t.O\ I U11 
n o .. •~;~no 
rrn. ' 'I"T£~CilOIXIlOUI['' 

AOENCE CENTRALE DES PRISONNIERS DE GUERRE 

Rappeler dan• Ia r6ponso 1 
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GEN£VE, 1 SEPT. 194 

SEP 2 1944 l 
~ 

BERN I ...__ ____________ _) 

Monsieur , 

Nous avons l'honneur de vous envoyer c i - inclus le 

~xte d ' un communique que nous remettons aujourd ' hui m8me 

/C c 

1 Annexa 

de nos 

,._ __ _ 

.eroational 
..tge . 



COMITt:: INTERNATIONAL DE LA CROIX-ROUGE 

Cb • pottaUJ I llt7 
T6. oo• t. Sl fO 
H~. ''laTUCAOIXIIIOIJCE" 

A.6ENCE CENTRALE DES PRISONNIERS DE 6UERRB 

R•ppeler dan• Ia ••pons. o 
352 

GENEVE, 1 SE?r 194 

J Rec'd SEP 2 1944 

BERN 

Monsieur , 

Noua avons l ' honneur de vous envoyer ci- inclus. le 

texte d ' un communique que nous remettons aujourd1 hui m§me 

a la Presse . 

Veuillez agreer , Monsieur , 1 1aasurance de nos 

sentiments distingues . 

1 Annexa 

Ed. CHAPUISAT 

Membra du Comite international 
de la Cr oix- Rouge . 



u ?h \ 
Communigue No 237 b 

Genova, Soptombor 1st, 1944 

~HE RED CROSS AND POLISH CIVILIANS IN THE CAMP OF PRUSZKOW 

On August 25 , tho roprosontativo in Gonova of tho Poliah 
Rod Cross 1n London drew tho attention of tho International -
Committee of tho Rod Cross to tho fact tr~t rou&~ly ono hundred 
thousand inhabitants of Wo.rsaw, chiefly womon, children and old 
pooplo, woro assembled in tho camp of Pruszkow, about twolvo miles 
from Warsaw, without any food supplir.s,and consequently in a highly 
critical situation. 

Tho roprosontativo of r. •• o Polish Rod Cross was roady to 
furnish considor~ums for the purpose of organizing roliof 
activities , Furthermore, tho Swedish Rod Cross offorod to contribute 
towards this relief work a. donation of 15.000 crowns . 

Despite tho importance of thoso contributions , the 
dLfficultios to bo solved a.ro not in tho first placo of a finan­
cial nature, Tho first task is to find tho nocossa.ry roliof supplies, 
to sooure export pormi ts from tho countries whoro those goods arc 
to bo found, and lastly, to convoy thom with nll possible speed 
to thoir destination, 

Although tho International Cornmittoo of tho Rod Cross are 
entrusted with the administration of stocks or foods~~fs, tho 
latter remain tho property of tho national Rod Cross 30ciotioo who 
bavo pla.cod thom in tho Comm1ttee 1 s hands, far consignment according 
to instructions given by those Sociotios, and for tho benefit of 
specific consignees. The International Committev have novorthceoss 
made 1 ·e;ont application to those Sociotioa, with a v1ow t0 utilizing 
a part of those food supplies in behalf of tho camp of Pruszkow, 

Moreover, tho Joint Relief Commission of ';;he International 
Rod Cross , - an organ of the International Cornmittoo of the Rod Cross 
and of the Loaguo of Rod Cross Societies,- has takon o.ll nocossary 
steps to onsuro tho. diversion to tho camp of ~ruszkow of 12 car­
loads of food supplies now on tho1r way from Switzerland to Cracow. 
Further consignmonts aro being proparod by tho said CoMmiss i on. 

The rapid transportation of roliof to a cnr.p which is 
in tho immodiato vicL~ity of military operatic~~ is besot by almost 
ineurmountablo obstacles. Tho despatch or plnnoo o.r~ tho parachuting 
of foodstuffs, for instanca, can 'ly bo carried cut wi~h tho consant 
of tho belligerents and of all co~1trios crossed 1~ flight, and 
ontails intricate negotiations. Maroovor, ovon ::. pouori'ul plano can 
carry only from two to fivo toll!3 or roliof. S•lpplios for 100,000 
persons would thoroforo roquiro a regular nir I'lcot. 

With a viow to finding, if possible , o. so~~t!on to thuso 
various probloms, tho International Committoo of tho Rod Cross ha.vo 
sont a most urgent request t o tho Govornmonm and ~~tional Rod Croos 
Sociotios concornod namely tho Rod Cross Sociotios of Gormnny, 
Great Britain tho Onitod States of A~~ricn end tr.o u,s~s .R. 1 upor 
whom dopond 1h the first placo tho aUCCQOO of any rol~oi o~t~on in 
behalf of tho civilinns 1n tho cnn:p of • runz:cow, 

Lastly, tho International Commi~too havo takon tho 
nooosso.ry stops to send out ono of thui~ dolognton to tho camp. 
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TELEGRAM SENT ~~ 

Da te : 8epte11ber 2 , 5 

Cod;::o · Drown } 

No ~76" 

Charged to 

For WRB from McClelland. 

Department'• 2198, June 28. 

ICRC Jus t r~:~po rte d t o ua v hit their Zagreb delegate , 

!lchlll1dlin, ~~&ue between Jul7 13 and l?. Aooompan1ed b:r 

~ir•ctor O.n~:~r&l Police Department and Underaaoretary tor 

Worit Caapa in AUn1atrr of Interior, to oupa of Ja .. novao, 

.Jablanac, Stars Gr~uUalta and GredJan1 Balaa in Croatia. 

Conditions these oampa on whole tolerable though priai tiva. 

Health of internee• ia fair, but working houra in ahop and 

field are long (7 to 1 2 and 14 to 19) for p~:~ raona living 
' on aonotonoue and often 1neuffioient diet oonaiating mainly 

or corn meal and vegetablea. Oaapa houae men and women 

(atriotly separated) both Ohrietian and Jewiah under etr1ot 

"Uataoh1 1 guard. There 1a an urgent and general. need of 

clo\hi~ and ahoea 1n all of these oaapa. 

HA.RRISOM 

I 
I 

H 

r: 
() 



COMITt: INTERNATIONAL DE LA CROIX- ROUGE 
A.GENCE CENTRALE DES PRJSONNIERS DE GUERRE 

D-.r Dr. de Bohwar~<enbergs 

.lllow me to forward to you the nae of another 
internee in the caap of Bergen-Beleena lire • .antoine 
IIJCBSBlUJI - which bas been communicated to llB b7 the Jewish 
Agency !or Palestine, in the hope that packages can be sent 
to her. 

I •ada up a ab.orl cable to tbe War Refugee Board 
on Pri~T baaed ou the report of 70ur Zagreb Delegate' 
Tisit to the c•p• of Jaeeno..ao , Jablanac, Star Gradillkn 
and Oredjail.i S&l.&e U. Croatia, etreaa:lng in partielllar tho 
ursent lack of o~o~ DOt18 the interuea in all of theae 
cape. I hope that it .. ,. be pooaible to persuade 'the 
DB to forward an inltial batch of clothi.D& JPUoela {c(ll).­
t•ining ahoea as well) aUho~ in an earlier tolegr• on 
thia sub~ect theJ stated that •conuideration will be P.ven 
to the question of adding olothi.J:I& to food coneipaent a 
atter the ooh•• bao becoae operatiTe with refer~mce to the 
utabUabllent b7 lCRC of effective euperTiaion and control 
in theae caapa. IORO will be aalcod to report on the sta':ie 
of clothing needa in tho eaape to which food ia deUTered 
(and, b7 the n,-, do ,-ou plan to een.d a:rJ:3 parcels •de up 
fr the Cristina goode to these campa in Croatia f) . Prompt 
arranpaenta will be •ade here for obtaining the equivalent 
ot 2~ , 000 paroe~s of clothing, in antici pati on of conducting 
an uperil'l.ent in su.ppl.ying clothing. • I Bboul.d be happ7, 
therefore , to wire to the IRB any further data which JOur 
delegatee can collect regardina clothing needs. in mch cupa. 

I hope within a few days to ha•• 11011e oort of a 
detailed report on Bergen-:Belscn fro• the Hlmgarian retugeea 
at present in Jloutrem:. I imagine that you will receive a 
copy of the eame if one has not already been fo~ed to you. 

I wi~l include tactfUl reference to the question of 
.&mcrolll' labele in futuro ahipmente of parcel• for German7 in 
an 'earl)' cable. • anl'lbile , with kind pereon.a~ regarda, I am, 

Sincerely ,-oure, 

Roswell McClelland 
Special ~s istant to 
the imerican Jlin1o1:or. 



COMITE:: INTERNATIONAL DE LA CROIX-ROUGE 

Ch .. ~ "''''" 1-SIZ1 
T'lt.-•n• ,. tl tl 
..... " IITUCROiliOWI'' 

AOENCE CENTRALE DES PRISONNIERS DB GUERRE 
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R1ppaler dana 11 reponse • 

GENJ::VE, 4 SEPr 1!~44 

Monsieur, 

Nous avons l 1 honneur de vous envoyer c1- inclus. le 

texts d 1 un communique que nous remettons aujourd 1 hu1 m8me 

a la Presse. 

Veuillez agreer, Monsieur , l ' assurance de nos 

sentiments distingues . 

1 Annexa 

Ed. CHAPUISAT 

Membre du Comite international 
de la Croix- Rouge. 
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Communique No 238 

Geneva, lo 4 saptembre 1944 

SERVICl!: DES 11SECOURS INDIV:U.\JELS.: 

INTERRUPTIOll DES ENVOIS DE COLIS STAliDARD NOMINATIF!?. 

Le Service des 11Secours InO.ividue1a 11 du Comite inter­
national de la Cr oix-Rouge qui a pu, jusqu 1 ici, gr~ce a des ar­
rivages frequents de eolia, faire face aux demand9S qui lui cnt 
ate presentees , informe toutes lea personnes desirousoa de faire 
de3 envois de eolia standard, de provenance ~trangero, aux pri­
sonniers de guerra en Allomagno , qu 1 il doit, momontanemont sua­
pendre sea expeditions . 

Toutos las mosures necesaairos ont ete prises pour 
pal1ier cotta penurie. Neanmoins, dans lea circonstancos ac­
tuelles, le Service des "Secours Individuols 11 no pout prevo!.r 
a qual moment le nouvoau contingent de eolia en commande, sera 
on sa possession. Il no manquera pas d'avisor lo public, par la 
voie de la presso , lorsqu ' il sora en mesuro do roprondro aos 
envois . 

Lea expeditions aont done totalomont arr8teoa jus-
qu I a nouv Ol OrdrO, 

1DCr8&81Dg.&.J Hrl.C~ O"Oll<t.:n7.&. g.. a•• ............ ,-.. vw-- -----~---·~~-~ 

concentration camps , Intercroas respect!ullJ reoommeDda 
that in tuture no receipt oarde be placed 1D paroele 
eiooe it is torbidden ~o include any printed .. ,erial 
ybateTer 1D packages. We 11'111 be kept ioto~d ot 
progreaa 1n tbie progr~ b7 Intercross. 

HARRISON 

HDK:Dt 
OopJ toRI* 

In duplicate to AI 

By t 11 .SU-.2:> 1972 



TELEGRAM SENT 

To· Departuzat Da t e . September 6, 10 a. m., 19 ... 

No ~659 

Code···· Ch a rg ed to 

Paraphrase 

:FrOID McClelland tor WRB w1 th reterence to tha 
Department's 2897 ot August 23. 

Accord1Dg to report. a from Intercross, 1Dstruotions 
haTW been given to its delegates, who have already 
departed tor Gothenburg, to make all necessary arrange­
menta there to handle, label and reahip the initial 
batch of 15.000 parcels arriving on the QRIPSBOLM for 
concentration campa in Germany. 

Recent news tra. Intercross delegates in Geraany 
indicates that commanders of concentration campa there 
have received orders to apply much stricter aeasures as 
far as reliet tor prisoners is concerned. A8 a result 
it will probably not be possible to aend collective 
ahipments, tor instance, to the camp or Buchenwald, 
but only individual parcels. Consignment• may have to 
be atopped entirely 1n aoma campa. In view of the 
1ncreaaingly strict control of all such parcels tor 
concentration camps, Intercroas respectfully recommends 
that in future no receipt cards be placed in pareela 
since it is forbidden to include any priDted aaterial 
whatever in packages. We will be kept intorm..d of 
progress 1n this program by Interoross. 

BA.RRISOlf 

liDW:nt 
Copy to HI* 

In duplicate to AI 

y ~.J 1972 



F'rom: 

Code : 

t 

nP . oh ar Pnb TG 
Rll/mjb 

TELEGRAM RECEIVED 
. .. ------ I- III..~ 

Depnrtment Date : September 7 , 5 p . m., 19-14 

No .: 3091 

7 Received: 3epteober 6 , 9 a.m. 

F. RAPBRASE 

No . 161 t'rom the ·r:ar Refugee Boord . 

For l!cClelland . 

C,\ · 
~ 

In the opinion or representatives here or the 
'orld Jewish Congress, the program recently approved 
tor 300,000 parcela ror internment camps specified by 
the Inter national Red Cross will not benefit many Jews 
and they suggest that the International Red Cross be 
urged to include the following camps in this prograo: 

Belgium - Breendonck and Vechelen 
r:etherlands - Barneveld I Vucht and /esterborck 
Ger~~ny - Berga/Laim, Bergen Belsen , Birkenau, Faubruck, 

Gr aitaitz, Tomersdorr a nd Tr1ereichwald 
Austria - Uauthausen 
Poland - Czestochowa , Deutachhorst , Jedizejot, Kariljec , 

Y.limentov, Rrak~N-Fodgereze, Rrychow. Sajeczyce , 
Sanok , Uher, Lutac , Ossa·.1a , oawi ec i m, Re jowice, 
Lezi ska and qieliczka 

Slovakia - Serednoo Vahun and Vyhne 
Protectorete - ,ltersheim Prague 
Northern Italy - Cesoreo, Fossoli , l onte Ferra to a nd 

San ~rt1no di Rosignano. 

It you consider it advisable, kindly dis cuss with 
the :nternational Red Cross the suggestion made by the 
:orld Je•dsh Congress . 

HULl 

In duplicate 

re I 

SE.e.-2 : QJ 



Bern, September a, 1944. 

Dear Dr. de Sahwarsenberg~ 

We have roc~1tly received a wire !rom the War RefUgee 
Board 1ncorporat1n~ certain suggflations nhioh were to be 
e.xpeoted sooner or later made by the World Jewish Oongress . 
This crpnization urges that a nUJ:Iber o! c81ope nhere Jewish 
intern •a are located be 1naluded 1n th~t proposed parcel 
program. I am afraid that moat o! their suggestions are 
of a highly 1apraot1.oal nature, und pese them on to yoo. 
for your appraisal. 'lhe "camps" they aug~eat are ae 
follows: 

Belgiwa 
Wetherlanda -
a. many 

Austria 
Poland 

Slovakia 
Proteotomte ­
lortbern 
Ital1' 

Breendonck and Neohelen 
Barneveld, Vuoht and Weeterborck 
Berga/Leim, Bergen Helaen, Birkenau, 
l'aubruok, Grai tai ta, Tomerador! and 
Trtereichwald 
kauthauaen 
Czestoobowa, Deutachhorst, Jedizejo!, 
Kariljec, Xl!mentov, Krakow-Podgereze, 
Krychow, Sajeosyoe, Sanok, Uher, 
Lutao, Osaawa, Oewi~to1• , Rejowioe, 
Laziaka and 1el1oltka 
Serednad Vabm and Vyhne 
Altershe1m Prague 

Ceeareo, Posaol1, Monte Jerrato and 
San lfartino di Ros1anano . 

I should ~eloome any e.xpreeBion of opinion on your 
part. 

Sincerely yours, 

Roewell D. McOlelland, 
Special A.aaiatant ~o 
the American Minister. 

Dr. J. de SOlutarsenbera, 
International Collllittee o! the Red Cross, 

Hotel Metropola, 
Geneva. 
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t o Dr . Ullmann 
~et. to deSchaarzenberg 

9/14 RDM/mjb 
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To : 

Cod e 

TELEGRAM SENT 

Department Date September 9, 1944, 8 p . m. 
No 5971 

Ch a rged to 

Paraphrase 

Reference is made to the Department's 3091 of 
September 7th. 

I will take up with Intercross, in an informal 
manner, the suggestions of the World Jewish Congress 
concerning "camps" whose inclusion they urge in the 
300 ,000 parcel program. However, I cannot be Tery 
optimistic as to the possible results since at least 
9~ of the places mentioned are quite inaccessible 
to Intercross. Latter would be unable to exercise, 
even remotely, the minimum or control necessary over 
the distribution of parcels and their receipt. 

From ~Clelland for WRB. 

RDM:mjb:nf 
Copy to RDM 

HARRISON 

n 



Bern, September 14, 1944-

.Dear Dr. UlliiiiUlD: 

Tlwnlt you !or ;~our two le~tara o1' September 8th. I 
have real! the report 1u.nusbed b;r your !rlonds 1n on treu.x 
with oopei~erable 1nt.enst ODd Rill telegraph certain 
pertinent parts, p~a"tioular13 regarding B.ergen- Belsen, 
to :the J'JJr Retugee Board. I })ave also ~sed on the 
n~es o! ~be persons in ~orgen-Belsen you sent •• to the 
Internutional Committee o! the ited Cross tor inclusion in 
tbe1r ~okiige ma111n~ list. 

Sincerely yours, 

Roe ell D. lloClelland, 
Special Assistant to 
the A~erioan Minister. 
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Bern, Sept~ber 14, 1944· 

Dear Dr. de Scbwarsenberg· 

na~~~es o! !our f'urtber persons 

1n t he ca::p o ! Ber(>en-Belsen r.nd nould apprec iate 1 t if' 

j OU coul d include them on your p~okage mailing lis t. They 

are as ! ollows : 

Dr. s .. rall l'riedlaender, lUocl: 11 

Pa~l ?.eves~, Bl ock llb 

Dr. Otto Zlatner a . P~t11e, Bl oor. l l 

. Uottesmann, Bl ock 11 

(all 1n the Au1entnnl~lager 
~er&•n-Belsen, Krs . Cella) 

Sincerely ;rours, 

Ro~mell D. WcClelland, 
Special J,asistant to 
the American W1n1st er. 

Dr. J • .D. de Sch,..ar:Z"6nberg, 

P~/mjb 
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COMIT~ INTERNATIONAL DE LA CROIX-ROUGE 
AGENCE CENTRALE DES PR.ISONNIERS DE GUERRB 

Rappe lor dans Ia r6ponsa , 

G. 44/Seo. ZA/00 
JES/HL s 

l..llE CA 
GENEVE, So~tember 15, 1944. 

l ' Pal''" du Conso11-G6n,ral 

Ttltt. ''IMTUC:IOI.ItOUO£" 

Ur. ~oswell D. McClelland 
Special Assistant to the 
American Minister 
Legation of the United States 
Bern 

Dear Ur . McClelland, 

~~4 3e'l 1) 

.... ..t0H '5q ~' .j 
~ ......... 

or America., 

May we refer to your lett~~ of September ~ . 
1944, indicat.ing a number of camps \Thich, in the opinion 
of toe World Jewish Congr ess, ought to be included in the 
parcel -scheme. 

Belgium; no longer necessary. 
11etherl.anis: We have tried several times to get 

parcels through to Vught and Westerbor k . From Vught we have 
heard since then that parcels are not admi tted. In the 
case of Westerbork too , resul ts were absolutely negative, 
but we heard lately through the German Red Cross that 
collecti ve relief could be sent there. The Commission 
Uixte is no , examining the possibility of making use of 
this suggestion and, i f feasible' would use a reserve of 
tunds left over from tho 100 , 000 of the Joint transferred 
by courtesy of the War Refugee Board. We have tried to 
appr oach Westerborlt through Proteshnt circl es in the 
Netherlands who , it was reported, were able t o get into 
touch with thi.s camp via Amsterdam. Our endeavo•.ll's were 
unfortunatel7 fruitless. 

Cermary; We ar e sendin~ parcels to a number of 
inmates at Bergen- Belsen and receipts come in regularly . 
Birkenau has been ruled out of our scheme as well as the 
other camps in Silesia - guarantees not being sufficient 
!or the r egular delivery of parcels. The other camps 
mentioned are unknown to us; their spellin~ may be partly 
incorrect; perhaps tt.e ·iorld Jewish Congress could give us 
more pr~cis~ data. 

Yauthauson i s par t l y a penitentiary where parcels 
do not roach the beneficiaries. On the other band, 
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sometimes receipts come in trom the camps attached to this · 
e~tablisbment. But visits by our delegates have hither­
to not been permitted, nnd I should not like to see this 
camp included in our sohemo as long as we have no sufficient 
posslbility ot chocking distribution. 

Pol~d~ i s out of the question owing to the 
Russian adv~ca. We cannot accept parcels for Oswieaim -
we are not sufficiently sure of delivery. 

Slovakia: We have no delegation in that country. 
Sered is said by the way to have been occupied by Free 
Forces and the inmates liberated. 

Protectorate: We never have heard ot an Alters­
helm Prague and believe t,ere must be some mistake. 
Theresienstadt of course ~s regularly provided with our 
parcel:; . 

Northern Italy: The camps containing Jews are 1n 
the h:md of the German Polico and so far all attempts to 
invcstig~te thee have lead to no result. But we are keep­
in.; them in z:rl.nd and are plannin& ., new demarche . 

Sincerely yours , 
•our le Comlt6 lntemallonal 

eM la er;, ~· 

!!~z.~ 
~'Mh'-IICO s~e 



Fr om: 

Code: 

TELEGRAM RECEIVED 

Depi'U"taent Date: Sept lllber 16, 9 .m.' l9U 

No: ;5208 

Bl'own Received: Doptember 18, 10 •• 

@ 
The following for UoClelland 1e WRB l?f and 

ret re t o your 5859 or September 6. 

Pa cking of recaining 28S,OOO three-kilo p roela 
about to be begun by Amoroea. One each of folluwing 
it 1111: 

?ne ~ound oleo~gar1ne, one pound powdered milk, 
12 ounc6< lliGat, 8 ounoee ealaon or tun , 6 ounoea oheeee, 
? ounce• b1•oU1ta, 8 ouncea a~ar, • ounces ch cDlnte, 
2 Ol!:t~•• so:.p, ttnd paok4ge ot cig rett ee 1n e ch 
1ndlvidu l parcel. 

Inatruotiona frog Board regarding receipt carda 
to be enoloaed each parcel desired by Amoroso. aoertain 
fl'om Interoroaa the eubat1tute method by which actual 
receipt of pnrcela bf benef1o1ariea ahaLl be re 1i~ed, 
if receipt oarda aUDh as were encloaed in ench of 
original 15,000 parcel• already ehipped are unacceptable. 

peo1fio 1natruotiona concern1na markings on outer ah1~p1ng 
carton alao desired by Amoroaa. Each outer ah1pp1ng 
cnrton will contain a1x three-kilo parcala . Aaoerta1n 
troa lntororosa if mark1n~a on orlgin 1 ehipaent 
acoapt~ble or their aubatitute. In order not to delay 
A oroaa production, imperative we haYe 1mmed1att anawer. 

HULL 
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Me~ . to ~c~nr"enber 
eply ~o Ullmann 9/?5 RDMfinJb 

Of' .,,.tTZ ULLMANN 

Mr. 
Roswell UoClalland 
Amerioan Lesation 
B a r n 
menstraase 6 

Dear Sir, 

@ 

Geneva, September 17th, 1944 
44, rue des Piquia 

I reoeived a post-oard from the family Sally and Berta 

Goldmann, Anfenthaltslager Bergen-Belsen, Krs. Cella and I beg 

you to note kindly the above-mentioned address and to send them 

soma parcels, if possible. 

Thaak1ng you very m11oh in ad van oe, I remain, 

Yrs. very truly 

Drf;:::: 
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COMIT~ INTERNATIONAL DE LA CROIX-ROUGE 
AOENCE CENTRALE DES PRJSONNIERS DE GUERRE 

RapP<Ol• r dono lo ••ponn, 

GENEVE, 20 Sept~~bre 19h4. 
Pololt du Conte11-EI'n6r• l 

T610o ''UITIIClOIIROUGl" 

Mona! eur McClellfUld~ 
Lbc;ation des Etflts- Unia, 
29 , Alpenstrasse , 
BE R r: E . 

l!ons1eur , 

Nous avons 1 1honneur de nous referor n l ' entre­
t1en tel,phonique que nous avons e1· le 18 septeobre 1944 con­
cernant la reception, a G~t~borg , des eolia de vivres parvenus 
par n SS GRIPSHO~ "· Ace sujet, notre envoye nous telegre­
ph1e lea remarques suivnntes: 

n accuses reception interieur eolia portent adresse recto 
icrc eeneva switzerland gebuerenfre1 postage free franc 
de port st op unsixslxsept cartons contlennent dixmilledeux 
eolia dont emballage trop grand contenu se deplaoe par con­
sequent et e~bnllage int~rieur psrticulierement sucre par­
tiellement abime done repandu dans colis stop CLaque carton 
eY.terieura~ent mention relative a la dimension et ~ la re­
sistance du carton stop ces colla pourralent etre mis dans 
papier emballage ficelles et e7.pedies postnlement stop 
cinqmille eolia sont embnlles dans plus petits cartons conte­
nu est par consequent pas nbime male bande de surete trop 
i'aible pour remise tela quels autoritea poe En l ee devralent 
aonc etre munie do papier emballage et fieelles stop cos 
eolia portent exterieurement egalement mention relative a 
dimension et garantie resistance en plus sur deux races men­
tion auivante social treat chrumnion food assor~ent nacked b 
social treat ni recouver e e pap er e en p us non recou­
verte la mention !or d"fense save and sell tho etTrot'T carton 
aa waste9a er stop at~endons instructions pour reemta1lage 
eventual et adresses pour reexpedition atop " 

Pour votre informAtion, nous vous tr~swettons, 
en annexa, la copie de ~otre r ponae a G~teborg. 



2 

nous somroes done obligee de taire recondi­
tionner taus les paquets A nos fraia et nfin d'~viter 
cat inconvenient lora du prochain arrivuge ( 285. 000 
eolia ) , noua vous eeriona reconnaissante s ' il voue 
etoit possible de donner lea instructions n6ceaaairee 
1 kacross pour que la mnrchnndiae soit emballee dans 
des cartons de dimensions oorrespondantes et sur lea­
quela ne doivent figarer aucune inscription en anglais . 

En ce Qli concerne les accuses de reception, 
le texts de ceux-ci devrait etre redig6 en allemand au 
recto et en allemand et fran~aia au verso. Cas cartes 
seraient 1 inclurt dans une partie des eolia que nous 
r6exped1erons en envois collectifs ( 185 . 000 eolia ) . 
Le texte exact de cos cartes eerait le suivant et nous 
vous prions de faire imprimer celles- ci aux Etats- Unia 
et de lea mettre 1 1'1nterieur des 185. 000 eolia mention­
nes, 1 condition que vous soyiez en mesure de transmet­
tre le texts integralement . 

~exte des quittances - accuses de r eception) 

RECTO : gauche en haut Co~te International de la Croix-
Rouse o e n ~ v c. 

droit~ en haut Gebtihr nfrei - Franc de port 

au centre 

~: en- tete 

gauche en hau t 

cit>ite en haut 

au centre 

gauche en bas 

drolte en bas 

ZurUck an d e ll T 1 ... IO' ALE KO .U .::..:. 
VO Oxe EUZ -~entralstollc fUr 
Krio a cfangene ~ Schweiz 

.!Pli'ru JSBESC 'lNIIlUliG - QUI d/UlCE 

endung 1lr . zu 
Envoi No . -

Erho.l ten am ------
Re9U le 

Untcrschfi ft des Ernp!ttn era: 
Si~ature 1u destinataire 

Geno:ue Adre e ( Blo ck) - ----

~atrikelnu~r • 
I r o tri cule ' -------------------

..... .. .... .. 



, · 
Le solde de 100 , 000 eolia que nous comptons 

util1ser pour des expeditions 1ndividuelles, devrait 
ne conteni r aucune quittance interieure , car 1 1 etiquet­
te oartonnee que nous apposerons A G~teborg A 1 1exte­
rieur du paquet, sert d ' accus· de reception, Au o~s ou 
11 ne sorait pas possible de confeotionner lea eolia de 
cette maniere avec les accuses de reception tols que 
nous vous l' avons indique ci- dossus , nous pre~ererions 
alors recevoir la totalite des 285 . 000 eolia sans cartes­
quittances . 

Nous serious egalement reeonnaissants que 
l ' on evi te d 1appliquer des etiquettes ou impressions sur 
les oaisses ou cartons contenant lea eolia . Nous serions 
ainsi en mesure de les employer pour la raexpbdition d~ 
G~teborg en y collant les adresses des camps. 

Veuillez agreer, Monsieur, 1 1assuranee de no­
tre consideration la plus d1st1nguee . 

Pour lo Coml\6 lnt"""'UOnAI 

Annexes . 
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COM IT!:: INTERNATIONAL D E LA CROIX - ROUGE 
AOENCE CENTRALE DES PRJSONNIERS DE OUERRE 

Rapp1lor dans Ia r6pon10 , 

G.a.s 
J::!:S/Iaha/ G B 

GEN€VE, September 21 , 1G44. 
Pal1l1 du Consaii-G6n6ral 

T6 ... " I.TUC.VIIUUUI" 

• 

Re. : I ndividual par cels f r om French ~orth Africa. 

~~"'· ... 
Ref erooce ' Our t ol ephooe coov or sat lon of Septembor 19, 1914 • ~~ 

Dear Yr . McClelland, 

A lar ge number of food parcels Lntended for French ­
prisoners of war and sent by relief organizations in Fr~och 
Jorth Africa on behalf of the next-of-kin have bee.l stocked 
for some considerable time in our warehouses in Switzerland . 

These parcels contai 'li og various foodstu.ffs , such 8 
as canoed fish aud meat , dehydrated vegetables , chocolate and ~il 
also tobacco and soap, were originally intended for French 
prisoners of war from ~lorth Africa who were scattered thro ·lgh- :z.j 
o ·1t prisoners of war camps ln Germany, and chiefly for Fr~mch 
coloni al priso~ers of war who were formerly 1~ camps in France 
a'ld cannot be r eached now. 

The Delegation of Red Cr oss Soci eties of tbe Frencb 
Empire, actL1~ for the "Commissar i at aux pri sonnlers, deportes · · 
et refJgies" ~Comte de Leus5e), would lt~e t o utilize 40 ,000 ot 1 

these parcels, out of a total of appr oximatel y 260 .000, f or 
Fre'lch politi cal 1nter11ees 1:1 Germany . 

However , wh•M t~tlse goods wer e shi pped to Geneva, 
it was with the agreement of the blockade ttuthor lties, 9.nd they 
were intended for prisoners of war . These aut horities will now 
have to give their consent to the shipme'lt of the supol ies to 
another category of war vict ims . 

Mr . Roswell McClelland 
Special Assistant to the American Minist er 

Legation of the Jnited St•tes of America 
29, Alpenstra.sse, 

B e r_!LL 
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There is little hope of the 300.000 parcels of 
the War Refugee Board reachJ ng the coocelltratlon camps in the 
.Jear future, aud eve.1 the 15.000 parcels already 'Jnloade.f in 
Goteborg ~11 require some tlme before arriving in G~r~any. 
The International Co~mlttee of the Red Cross would therefore 
be very grateful if you could use your influence with the 
releva11t authorities to obtain the1r permission to utilize 
immediately 40.000 of these North Africa!~ parcels which could 
be despatched at very short notice from Geneva. 

These coas1gnments to French political internees 
would be sent under the terms agreed to, and N!th tbe usual 
guarantees with which you are already fam1lt~r. 

Please inform us if you are able to undert~e all 
the necessary steps i nvolved by this proposal , and whether in 
your opL1ion a similar letter should be sent to Mr. Sullivan 
and possibly to Mr. Reagan. 

Thaoxi~g you in advance for your ki~d cooper~tioo , 

Yours s i.ncerely , 

....., le c."'"' rm.,....,.., 
• Ia et.bc R .... , 
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COMITt: INTERNATIONAL DE LA CROIX-ROUGE 

~~~•• ,U,.\IJI I.IGV 

n-.,-. ... •uu 
Tol ... .. lntaCROIIIIOUQ£'• 

A6ENCE CENTRALE DES PRISONNIERS DE 6UERRE 

Roppalor dans It r•ponso , 

r GEN~VE, S ptccb r 21, l 44. 
Palols du Consoii·G6n6rol 

JES/t:L 

r . Roswall D· f.!<;CJ."'ll nd (S} 
SpeciAl Asslst~t to the 
Americ:m inister 
Le tion of th~ United St tcs or America, 
n o r n 

Da r Jlr. llcClollan1, 

in~ r 1: yo r~, 



To: 

Code: 

[ 

TELEGRAM SENT 

Department Date: September 21, 5 p.m., l94f. 

No: 6265 

Charged to: 

Paraphrase 

Following is troa UcOlelland tor WRB. 

Rererence is made to our 5971 or September 9th and 
the Department's 3091 ot September 7th. 

We have now received a tull report !rom Intercross 
in reply to the proposals or the World Jewish Congress 
as to the "camps" which might be included in the parcel 
program or Intercross. The following is the substance 
o~ the report in question: 

"l. Belgium - No longer necessary. 

2. The Netherlands - We have made repeated attempts 
to get parcels through to Westerbork and Vught. We 
received news that no parcels were admitted to Vught 
and the results obtained in the case ot Westerbork were 
also negative, although we recently heard through the 
German Red Croes that collective shipmente could be 
sent there. the IRC Joint Relief Commission is closely 
examining this possibility and, it feasible, plans to 
use the 'tunds lett over tram the JDC tlOO,OOO sent to 
Intercross. Attempts to get in touch with Weeterbork 
through Protestant circles in the Netherlands wre also 
fruitless. 

3. Germany - Parcels are being sent to a number 
ot interneee in Bergen-Belsen and receipts come in 
with regularity. 

4. Poland - Birkenau and Oswie91m, as well as 
other camps in Silesia, have been ruled out as delivery 
guarantees are inauttic ient. The other camps mentioned 
are not known to us . The spelling may be partly incorrect. 

More 

1 r n 
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Wore precise data tram WJC would be appreciated. 

5. Austria - Mautbausen proper is a penitentiary 
where parcels do not reach beneficiaries, although 
some receipts haTe arrived from campa attached to 
tbia establishment. We have never been able to 
secure permission tor one ot our delegates to visit 
Mauthauaen. So long as we have no satisfactory 
possibility ot checking distribution, we are reluctant 
to include this camp in the parcel scheme. 

6. Slovakia - We have no delegate in that 
country. It was reported recently tbat the Camp ot 
Sered was occupied by Czech resistance and the 
internees liberated. 

7. Protectorate - We have neTer heard ot an 
'Altershaim Prague' and believe there must be some 
mistake. Theresienttadt is proTided with our parcels 
regu1arly. 

8. Northern Italy - All camps containing Jews 
there are under the control ot the Gestapo and, so 
tar, all our attempts to either send in relief or 
make Tisits have been without result. We are contin­
uing our efforts and are planning a new demarche at 
present." 

Intercross message ends. 

With reference ti paragraph 5 above, I recently 
confidentially delegated a man returning to Austria 
who bas the necessary contacts to send us as full a 
report as possible on concentration camps in that 
country and to teel out various camp commanders with a 
view to getting parcels to prisoners at least. 

Regard1Dg the Je~s imprisoned in Northern Italy, 
I am constantly attempting, both independently and in 
conjunction with Dr. Riegner of the WJC to organize 
rescue operations. However, most camps where Jews 
are confined prior to deportation are located in areas 
where rescue operations by the Italian Resistance are 
geographically exceedingly difficult and risky. 
Resistance representatiTes here state that they are 
too ill equipped 1n arms, trucks, ruel, etc., to 
undertake sucb operations. Consequently, I bave bad 
to lim1 t aid to sending funds to rin.ance people in 
hiding, false papers , acquiescence local otf1o1als, under 
cover travel and similar aid. 

HARRISON 

RD)4:n1' 
Copy to ROM 
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To: 

Code : 

TELEGRAM SENT 

Dat e: September 21, 1944, 6 p. m. 

No: 6263 

Brown Charged to: 

7or WRB from McClelland. 

Department's 3208, September 16. 

ICRC bas Just received report !rom its deleaate 
in Cothenburg concerning 15,002 pnroelo which arrived 
on ORIPSHOLW. Regardin one lot cQQprising 1667 ohipping 
cartons containing 10 , 002 parcelo ho states that 
individual parcel oartono were too large for contents 
which hod moved around with result that considerable 
portion or sugar·, for oxamplo, was lost. Balance or 
5,000 parcels were packed in ller cartons so t~t 
contents were intact, although tape encircling theQ 
was too week to permit reshipping by moil without 
reconditioning. ICRC delegate further reports that 
outside or individual parcel cartons bore various 
texts in English which will aake mailing into Germany 
tor concentration csmps difficult. 

As regards packaging of futuro ahipment of 
285.000 parcels ICRC strongly recommends that individual 
parcel cartons be compact, sturdy not too large ror 
contents and bear on exterior no !repeat no) prJ.nting 
whatsoever in any language. Outer shipping carton 
should also be plain with e4CJption or addreaa: 
•Delegate of Internationftl Co~~ittee of the Red Cross, 
Gothenburg, Sweden. " 

Regarding receipt cards, those enclosed in 
original 15 , 002 parcels were unfortunately not 
entirely oetisfoctory. ICRC esks that Amoroaa have 
receipt oerds printed aooording to sample being 
forwarded to Amcross by u irephoto September 22. Such 
receipt cards should be included in 185 , 000 paroela 
which will be aent into camps in collective shipments. 

The balance of 100,000 parcels ahould contain 
no receipt cards whstooover. ICRC will uao thooe for 

individual 
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ind1Tidual mailiDB and will attaoh to each a apooial 
tac back of ~ich oonatitutaa a receipt to be returned 
to IORO GeneT&. Such tags haTe been used with oonaider­
abla auooaaa ao tar. 

Very e noouraging results baTe been recently 
obtained with tirat batch of parcels made up tram 
ORISTIRA goode end IORC baa already gotten baok about 
1~00 receipt cards tr~ camp or Dachau alone aacb one 
bearing signatures and numbora or tram one to 15 priaonera 
so that Taluable data on at least fiTe tiaea number of 
prisoner• ua paroela aent baa been received. 

ICRC etatee that oona1derable d1f!1oulty 1a 
being encountered tranaah1pp1ng parcels from Gothen­
burg to Germany. concerning which I anauma Amcroaa 
ia keeping you po3ted. 

Pleaso express to Amorooa ICRC's waro appreciation 
or their invaluable aid in making up these paroola. 

HARRISON 

RDJI:nt 
Copy to RDII 
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iHRC:NFRl I 
C oe PORT 

GENF 
SCHWEIZ 

·~ • .EoftNA·a·aun~ALE KOIIITEE 
VOII ROTEN KREIJZ 

Zentralstelle fUr Kriegsgefangene 

GENF 
SCHWJ:IZ 

HARRISON 
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Zuriick an das 

Gt:BUIIRENI Rll 
PRANC DE PORT 

INTERNATIONALE KOMITEE 
VOM ROTEN KREUZ 

Zentralstelle fi.ir Kriegsgefangene 

GENF 
SCHWEIZ 

~I r..~JS. I IV"' ..AlL~ &Villi. r.ir.i 

VOII ROTEN KREUZ 

Zentralstetle fi.ir Kriegsgefangene 

RENrRfl 

Of! PO RT 

..,...,. -- --



I J.1 WRB MCCLELLAND .WCROSS WASHINGTON FRO 

Zuriick an das 

GfB0HRfNf'Rfl 
f'RAI'IC Of! PORT 

GCBiiH~ENFR[I 

~ 

INTERNATIONALE ROMJTEE 
VOM ROTEN RREuz 

Zentra/stelle fur 1\riegsgefangene 

GENF 
SCHIVEIZ 

172 



AilCROSS WASHINGTON FROAJ I'IRB MCCL~J2 

EM PFAN GS BESCH El N I GUN G 
QUITTANCE 

Sendung l'ir Z 
Envoi No : U 

Erhalten am 

Re~u le 

Unterschrift des Emp!.ingers : 
Signature du desfinataire : 

G enaue Adrea 3e (Block) .• .•• Matrikelnummer • 

Numero matricule · 

HARRISON 

! 
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AWCROSS WASHINGTON FRO~ VmB MCCLELLAND 

Zurllck an das 

GEDiiH~ENf'~fl 
..!_~ANC DE PO~T 

INTERN4DONALE KO.MITEE 
VOM ROTEN KREU.Z 

Zentralstelle fa r 1\riegsgefangene 

GENF 
SCHWeJZ 

== 

HARRISON 

co .... 



~CROSS WASHINGTON FROM WRB MCCLELLAND 

EM PFA NGSBESCHEINIGU N G 
QUITTANCE 

Sendung Nr ·Z 
fnvoi No • ... :.,u: .... ,__ __ frhalten am 

Re~u le 

Unterschrilt des EmpMngers : 
Signature du destinataire : 

P. lcmt 

• l9j.4,. 

Genaue Adress.e (Block),. , •• Matrikelnummer . 

Num6ro matricule • -----

HARRISON 

3 

...srr.· 172 
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To: 

Code: 

TELEGRAM SENT 

Department Date: September 23, ll a. m., 19". 

No: 6305 (London: 1757) 

4 Charged to: 

Paraphrase 

Repeated to London. 

The Department should refer to its 2769 or 

August 11th in connection with the Legation's 

6306 ot today's date from McClelland tor the 

War Refugee Board. 

HARRISON 

RD:M:nr 
Copy to ROM 
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To : 

Code : 

TELEGRAM SENT 

Department Date: September 23 , 11 e. m., 1944 . 

No: "' ~ 6-o, (London 17~) 
Brown Charged to: 

In line with ICRC•s food parcel pro~ram for 
politioel prisoners in concentrati on camps in 
Germany following r equest was rece ived rrom ICRC 
on Se ptember 22d. 

A stock or fooQ parcels or Lgi nnll y sent by 
r elief organi zations i n French North Africo on 
behnlt or nex~-of-kin has been Jtorod 1n Switzerland 
f or mnny conths. Th~~e p reels were or1 inall y 
i ntended tor l-'renoh paws from north Afr1ou scattered 
t hroughout p~iJo~ oe~ps in Gornuny nd pnrt1oul rly 
f or Fronot oolcn1cl pows l n cucps i n fo~er German 
ocoupiJd rrance who cannot now be prnot1oolly reached . 

Jelegntion of Red Cross 3oo1etie of french 
Empire, actin~ for ~commtssarint for Frison~rs, 
Deportees ond rtefugeea" De Leuooe) h8o exrreased 
its urgent wis~ to ICRC to use 40 , 000 or these 
peroels out of total or ak~roxim~tcly 260,000 for 
7rench political internees i n Germany under the 
I CRC- TD roe: rro~rare for this ooto~orv or Nazi 
victiJ!Is . But since the!io rlii'COls .ere shipped to 
Sw1tzcrlan~ in e~~eem'nt w th the Blookedc Authori­
ties for po s, op~oial p r m1 1sion wotud be required , 
oa 1n ooJo of !UilVt16Cd C!U:JTDiA eooda , to une th8l:l 
tor u 11ffcrent oatesor~· of bunef1o1nrioo. 

I n vi or fact that oom!l t1m.c wl::.l olopae 
befor IRD ' s Z~5 , 000 parceL; can r • oh oo.,.ps in 
Germany , cnj that even 15 , COO r~cently unloaded at 
Gothonbur~ c11~ot OA di~pntched 1~~oaintely duo t o 
shipyin ~1tf1cul~ies, IC~C would be v ry gratef ul 
if ith ~~crt. or iRB, th necessary uuthor1zat1on 
oo~ld be J c1re ~o use 40,000. or thoso pnroel o. I 

rmly aoound ICLC's requo t in e these paroelo 
oould te fJr rje1 to Jermany a t Ter y abort notice 

to 
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&30~ (London l7e7) 

-2-

to t•ke ed•antage or rapidly dwindlln~ transport 
:t'ao1l1t1ea. 

Suob parcel• would nsturelly be distributed 
under terms agreed to and with ICRC guorantees ao 
set forth in Legation's 4~78, July 18 (1262 to 
London). 

An early answer would be most appreciated. 

Repeated to London. 

HA!UUSON 

~:or 
Coj;:f to RDJ.! 

I 



ICICL 

Bern, September ~5 . 1944. 

Dear Dr. ella Soh"urzenberg: 

I 1il.fce the liborty of' forwurhng to you the nacses 
of: t." tu:rther peraoM 1n t;be Cllm}i o t' Ber3en-Belaen 
11t1!ch I h ve recently rooei'lred 'from IJr. Ullnann: 

Sally and Herta Goldmann, 
A\U'entbaltol.&.ger Bergen-Jelsen, 
Krs . Calle . 

It .-.ould be appreciated 
ao your list o~ package 

Dr. J . de Soh~arzenberg, 

these persons 

Sincerely yours, 

Rosnell D. McClelland, 
Special l<l:iSisl.&Ot to 
~e Acer1oan Uin1ster. 

Internt~.'tional Cor.:toi ttee o! the Red Croas, 
Ho,;el .llthropole, 

Geneva. 

,.injb 
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c~c 

Bern, September 25, 1944 · 

Do a I -r. Ulli!)B M : 

.u• e ponDe 'tO 1our letter of the 17th of S ptember, 

l ht>ve fol'T::lrde!l the nooes of "ally n.i Herta Goldm.u "tU 

~• International ~itteo f the ed OroBB lth o re~est 

1.but they be included in '10he Red eroen packaga moiling 1st . 

rr. ~' Ull ann, 

44 rue dou Fi1quis, 

Geneva. 

Sincerely yours, 

Bo ell oClelleod, 
Special Assistant to 
the Americon 1n1Bter. 



~ifU' YiN' n',i'T'il nu:::~,om n'.m:li1 nn1noi1i1 n'mn 

THE EXECUTIVE OF 
T~.e ZIONIST ORGANISATION I THE JEWISH AGENCY FOR PALESTINE 

c, 1: ·o: 1 .1 or P 1 c E 

Telephone '291.74 
T elegronu Zlonorg GeMivt> 

lolleB , Zlonlsl Orgonlsollon 
37 qual Wilson, Gan~ve tSulss<tl 

Geneve, September 26r.h, 1944 
37 qual Wilson 

K/DT - A/14 

Daar Ur . ~ccl~lle~d, 

With reference to my previoua lettera, 1 bog 

to add the name• or 
Urs . Leontir.a T<tichtbal 
Wra . Braune Gold•••••r 
Wra . Anne Steinb~rg 

to those alr~ady communicated ea internee& in a~rs~n-Belaen . 
Ue ahall be extremely grat eful Cor tho kind 

tranamiseion o1 thoee names to tho I .?. . c . c . in order to 
have them included in the parcels ' list for Bergen- Belsen. 

'/'.ith many thank• 

very sincerely 

yours 

h~td~ 
Dr . ~. Kaheny ? 

Socrotary General 

Ur . Roswell Dr . UcClellend, 
Special haaiet~nt to th~ A~~rican Vinister, 

B e r n 



Bern, 3 ptecbcr 27 , 1944. 

Denr Dr. de 8ohwar:-;cmbers: 

• r ecently r eceived a cable trom the ar 
netUgee Board reporting t hat acoordtns to in!ormAtion 
the Bourd has received several tbouaand Jews are 
s t ated to be held in the regi on of the Eaot Pruoainn­
Lit mumia.n rrontier in a ccmp ryr locality b7 the rums 
of "Xrotingen. 1:rs:f infol"'lllti on whiah yaa. Jlli&ht hilVe 
or ci&ht receive trom your Del egat ee in Go~ 
concerning ouch a CBJ:Ill ou1d bo appreciated oo wel l 
u r:::JJ:1 efforts r hich couJ.d bo undert!lken by tho • 
International.)ied Cr oso Collllit tee in 'this direction. 
Th same cable lll8o Gtatoe thnt the deportation of 
7600 Jowa trom Kmmaa to Eaat Pruaaici. hno been rc:­
po!"ted. 

On retu:rn.ing to Bern I :found n long letter 
t'ro11 l!r. li:lhmJy of the "Jetdab ~ tor PcJ.estina" 
alone with hich he ~orwnrded to J:l8 a liat oompriai.ng 
oome l'Tfi ncmea of llu:n4;nrian Jewe bel0Jl6111G to the group 
ot 1 , 566 still interne4 in Bergcn- Belaon. He hopes 
that "it will. bo possible tor you to IU'l"OJlGO :for the111 
t o receive parcelb through the IRCC paid :for by the 
ar RefUgee Board.~ In principle I ahauld hove no 

objection t o thia al.though I am not aware that the 
mcc i fJ forwarding 8llJ' pa.rcele to interned Jen which 
"are paid !or by the mrn." Tho only rurcel ache:ae :for 
which th" 1I.B w:Ul eventually pay i a th.D.t involTing 
t he CRISTmA goods whl.ch are going t o concentration 
cnopu fOr pol iti cal pr isoner s in Ge~ rather t han 
t o Jf!lffe. 

PleaDe let me know whether thl:re i e on: 
preotioal uae in Jft1 torwardin8 these liato tc 7 011 aince 
tfr ~ ia vollmteering to aend me a liot of all • 
1 , i66 pereons in :Bergen- 'Bel.Ben (that ic , the Hw:lgnri o.na) • 

Very sincerely Jour• , 

RoS\"Iell D. l!cClello:nd 
Specinl Amli.at ont to • 
the .Anerican J!iniohr. 

Dr. J de Schwar&Ollberg 
Com! t' Internat ionnl de lo Croix- Raa.ee 
notel UCtropole - G e n e y o. 
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oomounicste direct 



From: 

Code: 

TELEGRAM RECEIVED 

D ,Partment 
Dat e: Septe bor 29, 8 .n., 19~4 

No: "'3t'll 
Brown 

Received: Deptecber 30, ll a.m. 

ICRC RXS,UEST RE l'OO!l PARC!J.. F 

lavorable notion on rcqueot aet tortb in your 

e30e, or Septc~ber 23, hoa been reooomendod to 

London, with request that London Oo%0un1cate direct 

with Bern in resnrd thoreto. 

HUU 

/nrm 


