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ZXXIXERE
LEGATION,

Bern, Jamuary 3, 1945,

Dear Dr, de Schwargenberg:

Piret allow me to reciprocate your kind
New Yoaur's wishes and to hope that the coming months
will hedne vou and vour family sand fortune and your

)
g

jou
aay

SR oGl VROV WWAVGAND Y ild DU LY Forugan, Liza8

shipment includes 9,750 cases containing 58,500
"E" (Kosher) parcels which do not comtain receipt
oards, The balance of 695 cases, containing 4,172
percels include individusl Treceipt cards as per
your wirephoto of September 21, This shd pment
conclmdes the imitial WRD 500,000 three-Kile food
pereel program,”

IX able %o you there are one or two mattere
conage this parcel program which I should like to
discups with you personslly, so shall take the liberty
of calling you next Mondey morning in the hope that we
can meet Ouring the course of the day,

With kind personsl regards, I am
Very singerely yours

Mr, J, de Schwarszenberg : 3
setel iropete, Boomrid R fofhadioms

v et




XIXIXXEE
LEGATION,

Bern, Jamary 5, 1946

Dear Dr, de Schwarzenberg :

First allow me to reoiprocate your kind
New Year's wishes and to hope that the coming monthe
will bring you and your family good fortune and your
work sucoess and persomal satisfaction,

To broach more routine matters, however,

I have just received a calle from the VWar Refugee

Board giving me the following information reg: ding

the balande of the 300,000 WEB parcels which, as you

:i.ll recall, wos still due to de shipped to us, Tgey
ate:

"Ameross has shipped on board tha 55
CARITAS II, second hulf of December, for off-
loading at TOULON, a total of 10,112 ggﬁg con-
taining 80,672 3 Kilo WRB food parcels Tor
cozmigmen‘£ to the Internationel Committea of
the Red Cross for distribution to unassinilated
rersons in camps, The outer shipping ocases are
maried as deparibed in our wire of November 25
(ecommnicated to {uu in my letter of Degember 1)
end each case contains 6 three-Kilo parcels;, This
shipment ingludes 9,750 cases containing 58,600
"E" (Eosher) parcels which do pot contain receipt
cards, The balance of 695 cases, containing 4,173
parcels include individusl receipt cards as per
your wirephoto of September 21, This ahd pnent
ocncludes the inmitial WEB 300,000 three-Kile food
bargel program,"

I egreable to you there are one or two matters
concerming this parcel program which I should 1ike to
iisoupt With you persenslly, so shall teke the liberty
of calling you next Monday m in the hope that we
can meet Quring the course of the day,

¥ith kind personsal regerds, I am
Very singerely yours
Hr, J, de Schwergzenberg - Hollellend
':’O‘E’:’l.ﬁtropolo, Roswell D. MeClellamd

peclal Asgistant,
bt Sy
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DE LA CROIX-ROUGE
JONNIERS DE GUERRE

GENEVE,

6 Janvier 1945,

cuser réception de vos let-

: vous poumettre maintenant
2 ) > )Xe - pour la plus grande
- colis du War Refugee Board
{ R/ 4 de votre lettre du 152,44,
¥ ‘ : - 8 deux solutions que vous
i eolis "K" qui ne contiennent
*ieur, Si1 vous n'avez pas d'ob«
1xidme de ces solutions gui con-=
ces 59,524 colis & des person-
Jug connaissons les noms et
tollective les colis ayant une
: de la Croix-Kouge & 1'intérieur,
vy ; P ] lessus mentionnée car, les car=-
v ises de réception pourraient
: : que seuls les cartons conte
lellement seraient ouverts pour
juettes,

et AR

B i A S A S

tableau de reéepartition, a'at-
NIV vrivuss woe vvase como viande "Kosher™ aux envois in-
P dividuels pour les detenus isre®lites dans tous les o camps de c¢on=
) centration ainsi que pour les prisovnniers eivils de toutes na-
tionalités se trouvent dans les camps de Berzen-Belsen, Théresien-
stedt de meme gue Auschwitz, lonowitz et Birmengu oli les isra-

\ €lites semblent €tre en majorité., ume quantite d'environ 16,100
colis "“Kosher™ gerait ainsi destinée A des 1araelltps- le solide
gerait employe pour les expeditions collectives & certzines loea-

lités de Pologne, selon les indications contenues dans votre let-

d tre du 29 décembre 1944,

Nous vous serions reconneissants de bien vouloir nous

confirmer votre aceord pour le projet de répertition de 142,365

i colis, selon tableau annexé et de consicérer ce document comme
; strictement confidentiel, Nous nous permettrons de vous adresser
! ulterieurement wun projet de repartition pour le solde des 300,000
2 colis,

ra



Chéques postany 1. 5587
Téléphone & 2305
Télég. "INTERCROIXROUGE"

COMITE INTERNATIONAL DE LA CROIX-ROUGE
AGENCE CENTRALE DES PRISONNIERS DE GUERRE

Rappeler dans la réponse

Za/po Col.WRB GENEVE, 6 janvier 1945,
RM/TB.

Monsieur Roswell D. McClelland
Légation des Etats-Unis d*Amérigue
Berne

Mons ieur,

Nous avons l'honneur d'accuser réception de vog let-
tres des 15 deécembre et 3 jenvier,

lious sommes en mesure de vous soumettre maintenant
un plan de répartition - voir annexe - pour la plus grande
partie du deuxisdme lot de 224,328 colis du War Refugee Board
expedlé a GUteborg., Dés réception de votre lettre du 15)2.44,
nous avons étudieé attentivement les deux solutions que vous
nous proposiez au sujet des 39,324 eolis "K" gui ne contiennent
pas de cartes-gquittances & l'intérieunr, Si vous n'avez pas d'ob«
Jeetions, nous préférerions la deuxidme de ces solutions gul cecon-
siste & expédier individuellement ces 39.324 colis & des person-
nes, en partie isra¥iites, dont nous connaissons les noms et
adresses et d'envoyer sous forme collective les colis ayant une
quittence du Comité International de la Croix-Houge 4 1'intérieunr,
Wous préférerions la solution ci-dessus mentionnée ear, les car=-
Eons contenant des colis avec accusés de réeeption pourrsient
etre rdexpéaiés teis quels, alors que seuls les cartons conte-
nent des colis & expéddier individuellement seraient ouverts pour
le collage et L'agrafage des étiguettes,

SR e ol

Nous avons prévu, sur le tableau de répartition, d'at-
tribuer les colis contenant de la viande "Kesher"™ aux envois in-
dividuels pour les detenus isra¥lites dans tous les camps dé Gon-
centraetion ainsi que pour les prisovnniers eivils de toutes na-
tionalités se trouvant dans les camps de Bergen-Belsen, lhéresien-
stadt de meéme gue Auschwitz, lMonowitz et Birkensu ol les isra-
€lites semblent @tre en majorité, Une guantite d'environ 16,100
colis "ogher" serait aingi destinée & des isradlites; le solde
gerelit employe pour les expeditions collectives & certaines loca-
lités de Pologne, selon les inuications contenues dans votre let-
tre du 29 décembre lu44,

Nous vous seriong reconneisgants e bien vouloir nous
confirmer votre aceord pour le projet de répertition de 142,380
eolig, selon tableau annexé et de consiuerer ce document comme
strietement confidentiel, Wious nous permetirons de vous adresser
ultérieurement wun projet de répartition pour le solde des 500,000
golis,



e —
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En ce qui concerne les renseignements de la Croix-

Rouge Americaine que vous nous transmettez par votre lettre
du & jenvier, nous remarquons une erreur de calcul dang les
nombres de colis mentionnés ;

ler envoi S8-Gripsholm - GBteborg 2.500 caisses 15,000 colism
Ze envoi SS-Saive GBteborg 57,388 caisgses 224,528 colis
de envoi S§-Caritas 1I. Toulen 10,112 caisses 60,672 colis

Total 900,000 eolis

N it T T e p—

Or, la Croix-Rouge Américaine donne comue détail des
10.112 caisses - 60,672 colis
M

9.760 caisses 56.500 colis "Koshepn

695 L 4,172 colis-gtandard
TS e ]

710,445 62,672 &

I1 ¥ a done lien de ne prendre en consideration gue
le ehifire au total des colis chargeés sur le S8-Caritas iT,
=~ c'est & aire 60,672 colis et de ne pas tenir compte du deé=-

tail, Nous desirions, CGependant, vous informer ae cetie dif=-
lerence .

D'autre part, nous sommes obligés d'attendre 1'in-
ventaire exaect des 10,000 livres de vétements que vous nous
annonciez par votre lettre du ler déeembre pour pouvoir é-
tablir un plan de distribution, Aussitdi que ces renseigne-

ments nous seront Parvenus, nous ne manguerons pas de vous
soumettre un projets,

veulllez agreéer, Monsieur, l'agsurance de notre ¢ un-
8lderation la plus di=tinguee,

Annexe : 1 tablean

e e e e i

T T
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COMITE INTERNATIONAL DE LA CROIX-ROUGE
AGENCE CENTRALEDES PRISONNIERS DE GUERRE

Rappeler dans |a réponse :

| [!lll‘qnnsimlllu I sox7 ZA II G' 85 GENEVE' 4 Jan"13r 1943
i Thléphona & 28 05 RM/TE, ) ’ s
Télég. “INTERCROIXROUGE"™

Monsieur Roswell D, MoClelland f
Légation Ges U,S.4, L

Berne IV

ErEmEsmTee

Monsieur,

Nous avone 1'honneur de porter & votre con-
nalssance que nous venonsz Qe recevoir per 1'intermé-
diaire de la Croix-Rouge Allemende, 417 accuses de pé-
Srncn dmanacnt du aamp de Bergen-Eelsen Kreis Cells
et signés par les destinstaires,

C'est la premisre fois qu'une telle communi- :
cation nous est rzite par is Croix-nouge allemande et |
nous en somres particuliérement satisraits, lous esgsaye-
rons & l'avenir de eontinuer & obfenir eonfirmation de
le bonne srrivee de nos envois par l'intermediaire de
cette organisatiun,

lous vous transmettons ces renselgnements ponr
votre information personneile et vous prions de bien
vouloir les considérer comme striectement conridentiels,

e S S

Veull. ez egréer, Monsieur, 1'assurance de notre

consideration la plus distinguée. }
Paur le Comi 2tianal
de la wiw ouge

! % . A s oy’ Lid il
& N W/ ¢ U ) )
‘ Il \/ /
J‘_ ]r)]u...-.- -' /

Spéciale ¥4



COMITE INTERNATIONAL DE LA CROIX-ROUGE

AGENCE CENTRALE DES PRISONNIERS DE GUERRE

Rappeler dans 1a réponse :

uus poy L G a 85 GEN EVE,
T T s JES/GP

Tdldg. *' NTERCROIXROUGE"

Janunary 10, 1945.

Palais du Consell-Géndral

Mr. Roswell McClelland
Special dssistant to

the American Minister
Legation of the United States
of tmerica

B 8 v & 5

Dear Mr. McClelland,

I wonder whether in handing ¥y
large schedule of our Projected consig
Board-parcels, I sufficiently Stressed the necessity of con-
sidering it as striectly confidential, I should be Particular-
1y grateful to you in forwarding this schedule to Washington
to let the War Refugee Board now that neither the names of
Camps nor the numbers should be published nor any publieity
allowed around them. The Success of these consignments
depends wholly upon Such discretion being observed.

Ou on Monday last the
nments of War Refugee

Thanking you fop considering this, I am

Yours Sincerely

P.8. I heap that the 3 railway-trucks held up

W with Goetheborg parcels are supposed to h
forwarded on January 4« = Let's h

at Warnemimde
ave been
ope this is true !

2 e e
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COMITE INTERNATIONAL DE LA CROIX-ROUGE
AGENCE CENTRALE DES PRISONNIERS DE GUERRE

Rappeler dans |a réponse :
T A ZA 00 GENEVE, 10 janvier 1945

Téléphone & 33 o5 H}.";/T B,
Télig. “INTERCROIXROUGE "

Monsieur Rogwell D, MeClelland
Légation des U.8.4,
Berne

EEmTEmrEm

Monsieur,

Nous evons 1'honneyr de nous référer &
votre liste No, 1 annexee & l'une de vog derniires
lettres non datée, concernant l'envol de colis &
des personnes détenues dans deg ¢amps de concentra-
tion ou d'internement,

Nous vous informons que nous portons les
noms de NMessieurs

BE. Kose1liH4 K

David Steinhauer

Sur nos listes d'envois reguliers de colis aux pri-
Sonniers e¢ivile du ¢amp de sucnenwald,

En ¢e qui concerne lime Yvep Perrussel, nous
lui expédions deji depuis plusieurs mois des colis
de vivres.

Lous transmettons ie nom de Mr. Jakob Rotten-
berg au servige des Secours Individuels dun Ccomité In-
| ternational de la Croix-Rouge qui est competent pour
/ l'envoi de paguets & des personnes detenues dans deg
cemps d'internés ¢ivils,

Veuillez agréer, Monsieur, 1'assurance de
notre consideration la Plus distinguée,
Peur le Comitt Internationad
de »BIA Rougen

¢ 4

ALLAV V2 ,‘{F

/;aﬁcr Zey bk ¢ Z

Division -CH ince (
Spéciale




TELEGRAM SENT
D)

To: Department Date: Jamary 11, 1945
[_ : 4 No: Y, ] b
Code WHB Charged to:

For WRB from HbClelland.
Legation'y 8415, December 29,

stocks held up moving ang Treceived Jamary 10 unconfirmed
report that 3 cars ceontaining ouyp barcels had gone forward
on Jamary 4,

_|' In packing future parceis Please include indiviguay

' receipt cards in about 60 percent of @1l K parcels as
exact addresses for more then about 8,000 individual
Jewish detaineeg 4in German camps are not available to ua
here so that hany will have to 80 forward as eollective

HUDDLE
RImoC,
In t:iplioats,

he American Minister,




| MhA LEG AT ION,
\2, 1945,

our long letter
latributing the
ently arrivea

, &n for the
mtain ingg.
e n suitable
A 30ne.glexcced
i : tidaa) Jewish
a edy this
a3 that they
in of al1
:q;: - “Ssumption that
the =xad lot of 300 ,000 Parcels),
- JOU once more for the Painstalking)y
work «i8tribution lan for aome 142,365 Parcels fron
the Lo S4AIVE lot, with which T am ite in & I
shall ;_':urt.lculnr:[y emphasize the confident nature or
this plan, ;-peeielly a8 1o the nameg of the Camps, in
Wil L

38 S00n as you receive defingte eonfirmation from your
delegates in Cop. that the 3 Trallway garg eontaining
the first Iot b 4 15,002 WRB Parcels from Gugborg have
%gt;guny Roved from ¥ermenmiinde on Jamary

-

In regurg 4o the AnCroge-iny barcels which ape
arriving at Toulen the, Obvigusly made g nistake . itn
Pegard to the mmber o¥ Cagea ao that, as you say we
shall simply oonsider the Over-all mumber 0f parcels ag
the bage Tigure,

1 he American Minisver,




I wish t¢ aclmowledge Teceipt of JOuUr long letter
of Jamuary g Tegarding the question of diatribnting the
lot of 23 2528 WRA parecele Which have Tecently arrivea

.

I am quite in gTeement witn JOUr plan for the
handling of the "g» Parcels whienh ap not comtain indi.
viduay Tecelipt cardg and whiph therefore aye 20t suitanle

K" paroels fthis! 801ing an the Sssumption that
they wil) contimig with the Becond lot of 300 ,000 Parcels),

I wish %o $hank ‘you Once more for the painsta}:.‘l_u,;ly
"orked out distribution Plan for gome 142,565 Parcels ?rom
] Ive te

In regard ¢, the dmcrose-ing Parcels whieh are
arriving a¢ Poulon they Obvicugly made & mistake with
Pegard to the mber of Sases 80 that, as you say we
ahall simply eonsider the over-all mumber o bParcels ag
the bage figure,

he American Minister .




.L_ =i] __

(2)

I was very glad to note the contents of your letter
of January 9th, (2A II G, 85 RM/TB) giving the nsws that
you had received 417 individual receipts from DergenéBelsen
through the German Red Croes., Could you gZlve we gome idea
when the parcels whose receipt they acknowledge were sent 7
Were they your ICRC packages, or by any chance CRISTINA
goods T It hope that kthis ies & good omen for the future
and that the German Red Cross will continue to occupy ite-
self with the future forwarding to you of eimilar receipt
cards,

I understand that Mr. Gans of the Dutch Jewish
Committee recently had submitted to you, through the
Delegate of the Netherlands Red Cross in Geneva, a list
of several hundreds of Pereons from Holland at Present
interned in Bergen-Belsen, I hope that in so far as
possible you will address WRE rarcels to them, of
course, in proportion to shipment s being made elsewhere.
I think the Jdist includes about 1,700 nemes in all
which is a fair fund of individual addresses., On the
other hand the camp of Bergen-Bslsen ig somewhat "4 1a
mode"” as Saly Mayer says which is no reason why an
especially large percentage of relief should go to them
more particularly asince Teceipt cards have not come
in as setisfactorily as might be desired,

I take the liberty of enclosing another neme of
woman in Frence whose husband has been corresponding
with our Quaker office in Geneva for some months and to
wnom parcels should be sent if possible, natrually after
checking her against your files to see what has been

forwarded, if 8nyy %0 her in the past, She 18

BARTOLI, Yvonne

Matricule 27935, Block 13

FE Ravensbriick b/Mirstenberg
Mecklenburg,

I shall hope to see you on Tuesday morning next to
dieduss the truck question, I talked it over in a pre=-
liminary fashion on Saturday morning with Jimmie James of
Ameross and he gave me some useful peinters. Also had
an interesting conversation with a Mr. Robinson of the
Amcross who gave me some dope on the WRB parcels and
thelr origin in America,

Very eincerely youras,

Roswell D, McClelland
Special Asvistant to
he American Minister,
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| — @ Bern, Jamary 15, 1945,

Dear My, Pehle?

I am happy to enclose for the Board's
examination a detailed distribution chart made up
by the Division of Special Relief of the Interna-
tional Committee of the Red Crose covering some
142,365 WRB food parcels out of the second lot which
arrived at Gdteborg on ‘the/S8 SAIVE, This will
give you & clearer picture of the highly complicated
nature of properly organiging the distribution of
our parcels and an indication as to the paims taken
by the I.C.R,C, in behalf of this work, The
International Committee has asked me to inform you
that the names of the camps should be considered
as strietly confidential as any publication of this
list or leakage regarding our program would run the
most serious risk of seriously jeopardiszing its
successful carrying-out, A8 you are aware the Ger-
mans, at best, only tolerate the distribution of
such parcels and the I,C,E,C, has carefully and
gradually built up the poseibility of distributing
them in 80 many places by virtue of loesl, "ad hoec"
arrangements with camp commanders, And in view of
the desperate situation of these thousands of men and
women every effort should be made to continue this
small flow of vital packages to them,

Very sincerely yours,

John W, Pehle Roswell D, MoClelland
Executive Director Special Assistant to
War Refugee Board the American Minister,

Washingten 25, D0,
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COMITE INTERNATIONAL DE LA CROIX-ROUGE

- AGENCE CENTRALE DES PRISONNIERS DE GUERRE
Rappeler dans la réponss:
e St ZA/11 GENEVE, 17 Janvier 1945.
Talahbria 4 25 88 RM/TES/HL Palals du Consell-Général

Té#ieg. “INTERCROIXROUBE"

|
| =)

Monsleur Roswell D. MeClelland
Légation des Etats-Unis d'Amérique :
BERRNE L f

Monsleur,

Nous avons 1'honneur de nous référer i notre lettre
du 9 janvier 1945 par lagquelle nous vous informions avoir
Tecu 417 accusés de réception de colis individuels émanant
du camp de Bergen-Belsen.

Vérification faite, ces quittances ne correspondent
pas aux envols dits M@ristinan mais & des eolis que nous
avons envoyés individuellement fin septembre.

Nous sommes volontilers disposés & vous soumettre
quelques spécimens de ces accusés de réception lors de
votre prochaine visite 4 Gendve au eas o) cela vous inté-
resserait.

Veulllez agréer, Monsieur, 1'assurance de notre
considération la plus distinguée.

| Pour Ie Comitd Internationa

de la Crolx Rouges
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED

From: Department Date: January 17, midnight, 1945

No: 272

Code: WRB Received: January 18, o Pem.
— ¢ -T(lf.
Ve, LEX Y
2 N KD i

Qo
[
&
S 8 "BB No. 366. Fop MoClellang, -
-1 9 ., ROV ’
in view or large numpep of reljer parcels recently f

reaching c¢amp Bergen Belaen, please urge upon Inter-

¢rose the daairaollity of an Intereross delegate being

8tationed in gr sent on an extended wigig te that camp

to asslst in the distributign of such pargels.
You may explain 1nformally that the above

Buggestion is made b0 safeguard the lives of over

¥,000 inmateg reported to be in Bergen Belgen (your [

483 January 12) in the 1ight of general eonalderationg '

" x ]‘“
“eveloped in Department’g 127 January .

STETTINIUS

in duplicate to files

re

TCRC =




Bern, January 20, 1945.

Dear Dr. Schwarsenbergs

I am pleased %o enclose for the use of the
Division of Special Relief of the International
Committee, in the matier of WRB parcels, & 1ist- of
some 349 Poliah detainees &t present in tha camp
of Bergen-Belsen, I have every reason %o believe
that shis list is sccurate, and ‘congider 1% worth-
while to send you & ©OPY although 1 know that you
may quite poasibly have received one from other
sources.

The question of the WRE here in switzerland
obtaining 4 or 5 seven tons trudte his been taken
up by wire with the head office in Washington this
week and 1 ghall anxiously await their anawelX.
hope that action mlong thia line will prove feasible
gp it wonld help golve part of our problems a8t
least.

I sm in receipt of a wire from the WRB inform-
ing me that Monel eur Andr WOLFF, Commissioner of
Information of Lnxembourg in the United States has
"just learmed that the 1CRC possesses the addresses
of some 64000 (#ix thousand }) Luxembourg citizens
in Germany who are in urgent need of relief.,* I =m
agked to contact you about this matter., To my know-
ledge, based ;-rincip»llly upon & recent conversation
with M, Elter, the Tuxembourg Consul at Lausanne,
the ICRC doés %hm any sach list and that the
pumber of luxemburgers acceseible from the lists which
you already hold is very ﬁfﬁf !ho gave me the number
of 136)., Any light yom could shed on this metter
would be most EIJj.‘chiﬁted.

Has the ICRC filed & new application for per-
mission to vislt Bergen=DBelsen, OT has this matter been
abandoned for the moment ?

Very sincere ly yours,

Dre 4 gehwarzenberg Roswell D, McClelland

com0 - HBtel Métropole Special Aoglsbant

L]

: .
[ &
X
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TELEGRAM SENT

To- Pepartment PN Date: Jam ary 20, 1945
tQ ‘ No:
Cods WEB Charged to:

For WRB from loClelland.

Departmenttg 272, Jamuary 17,' WhRB'g 366,

ICRC, on their own initiative, has £1led tweo
formal applications with German enthorities in course
of past 3 months {0 secure Permission visit Bergen-
Belsen, as well ag having made several "ad hoe"
attempts to visit camp, with view to exercising
closer control over arrival and distribution of
relief shipments, Committee was flatly refused
authorization by Germans last in early December,

To my lmowledge IURG has not relaxed ite efforts,
I shall, however; Sxpress Board's views to them on
this gubject,

»
’

HUDDLE
EDMNeC,
In duplicate - Copy in B

Subject for accounts: Interoross control of relief
distributions in eecupied Europe,
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Bern, Jammary 20, 1945,

LB

Dear Dr, Ullmsnns
I aye safely received your lines of

Jamuary l4th, containing the indicationa abowt

1

FOnr

Dr. KORETZ, the Chief Rabbi of Saloniki amnd

have taken immediate steps to bave him included

on our War Refugee Board package mailing s,

1 sometimes wish we could secure more
names of individusls in camps other than Bergen-
Belsen and Theresienstadt since I am sure there
are a great many others whom we are not reaching

at all with our shipments, One has the Teellng

47

that Bergen-Belsen is perhaps too much “em
vogae" these days.

Let us hope that by the time jom receive
this the Ruseians will have taken Oswliegim S0=
gether with 211 internees!

Very sincerely yours,

Roswell D, McClelland
Special Assistant %o
the American Minieter,

Dr, Prits Ullmann
44, rue des Piquis,
Geneyvaes,
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dating and if IORC man had had any meens of transportation

or supply of parcels available at Uffing there would have

been

no diffienlty about delivering them Personally directly to

this camp,

The same applies to Dechamu which is just outside Munich,
Situation regarding accessibility all camps, particularly
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In view rapid deteriorstion internal rail transport
in Germany I am becoming inereasingly concernmed sbout
dwindling possibilities of getting our WEB pareels to
men and women in German concentration cemps,
Germans are Progregsively more disinclined to make
ER freight cers available to ICRC for all pargel services
into Germany, even that for Pows, Ameross representative
Geneva tells me our Army offioials plam induce Germans
under Geneva conveniion supply transport for Pow parcels;
but we cen hope for mo much leverage in case of shipments
to unassimilated Persons for whom Nagis only tolerate pareel
distributions, I ghould therefore 1like to submit to Board's
serious consideration proposition that 4 or 5§ five to seven
¥on trucks be made available to me which could in turm be 5
lent to IORC Division of Special Relief for delivery WEB | |
parcels to accessible camps,
Recently, for ingtance, IORC delegate working out of
their headquarters at Uffing near Munich obtained admiseion
‘%o hitherto unvisited and unkmown camp of Landsberg am Lech
in eastern Bavaria, This camp housed some 15,000 internees,
80 percent Jewish deportees, Commender was umeually accomo-
deting and if ICRC man had had any means of transportation
or supply of parcels available at Uffing there would have been
no difficulty about delivering them perscnally directly to 1
thie camp,
The same applies to Dachau which is just outside Munich,
Situation regarding accessibility all camps, particularly 38,

For WHB from MoClellsnd, B
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|
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Jewish, in Vienma area to ICRC is developing most favorably,
88 group there in charge of these camps is headed by an
fustrian Nagi named Ebner and includes a German 88 named
Erumey who is specifically in charge of all Hungarian
Jewish deportees in iustris and is man direotly responsible
for phyesical delivery of two groups from Bergen-Belsen to
Switgerland, These two are displaying all signs of willing
to collaborate certainly in any relief sctivities if not

in more interesting work, This situstion was firet mentioned
in Iegation's 7575, November 16, 1944 and was discussed at
length about two weeks ago with Dr, Tudicum, ICRC delegate
in Viemna, If trucks were aveilable this erea great deal of
good work could be accomplished,

I cite these two examples of Landsberg and Vienna to
show thet es Germany inmternslly becomes more disorganiged
transportation breaks down but also camp commanders and
isolated S8 groups become inereasingly independent and open
to meking of valuable, local working arrangements,

Availability of trucks to ICRC delegates for actual
delivery of parcels to camps has further importent advantage
of offering far superior control poseibilities ag to safe
reception by intended beneficiairies than cbtainable via
Germen railrodds when it is irequently meost difficult trace
freight cers which msy be held up for weeks and even months
on sidings completely unkmown to ICRC as recently ocourred
in Warnemende affair,

If it is not possible secure these trucks through our
Army in France it may be possible rent, buy or otherwise
acquire them here in Switgerland although Swiss army is very
strict about any transport equipment leaving country, In
event trouks could be acquired in Switgerland provision
would doubtless have to be made supply fuel and perhaps tires
from outeide,

I should most welcome expression Board's opinion this
proposition as I would conservatively estimate time still
available te us for this invsluable work et not more than

5 i
‘h?gri_r-fnfgs?il'}:'t') files HUDDLE

!';l |
ﬂ 'I
:
¢

%




COMITE INTERNATIONAL DE LA CROIX-ROUGE
AGENCE CENTRALE DES PRISONNIERS DE GUERRE

i pral. pucs

Rappeler dans fa réponse :

7 0 P, 4 WRE % - alig
Chiques postaux [ 5527 LA oc Colls WRB GENEVE, aj Janvier 1}4.'., .
Téléphone 4 23 08 ¢ UE’ R?nl/lﬂ( . Palals du Consell-Général

Téisg. “INTERCROIXROUGE"

Monsieur Roswell D. MeClelland,
Légation des Etats- Unia
d'Amérique,

BERNE,

Monsisur,

Nous avons 1'lonneur d'accuser réception de votre
lettre du 12 janvier 1945 et nous vous remsrcions pour votre
accord au sujet du plan de répartition des colls du fiar HRefugee
Board que nous vous soumettions par notre lettre du 6 nvier,
Dés réception de votre lettre, nous avor :
& GBteborg de p ader aux 5
colig, A ce suje
du B3-SAIVE (
et 73 é&tadle

3 1l nombp
devralt dép
quil seront

de 300,000

lttances

n

Kosher

Rouge
| eny )8 au
far ire g
clent Board lor
1 Btant

EEEREERES




En ce qul concerne Madams Yvonne BARTOLI, 'd

1 No. 27.935 Block 13 détenue au camp de Ravensbriick )

{| prés de Fiirstenberg que vous nous signalez, nous lui

|| expédions.depuis plusieurs mois déjd des colls de vi-

| ¥res pour le compte de 1la Croix-Rouge Frangslse, Cette

| personne bénéficiera toutefolis des expéditions que nous

| effectusrons gux détonu&;frun;aises de ce camp au moysn
des colis du War Refugee Board,

Veulllez agréer, llonsieur, 1'assurance da
notre considération 1la plus distinguée,

Pour le Comité International
de la Croix Rouge:

(EE S oy
.’. / -f,’/["/, r’/{ "'f(._/.'/‘/'!( ..’(,
Wi vLEEee 7
f

AT OTIIL, O I Y SR e

Divislon &'Assistance

J LAY
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Jan, 20th, Rbicu, 3 |
Imalls,

COMITE INTERNATIONAL DE LA CROIX-ROUGE lf
AGENCE CENTRALE DES PRISONNIERS DE GUERRE c o R S
MONALE

GENDEVE. 1o 25.1.1945 ta croix-rouce

Rappeler dans la réponsa

'
Cheéques postany | 5597 M"f.
Telbphone & 23 08 Adcome lligraghinus - Croimiat @ondve x
Télbg. “INTERCROIXROUGE™ ¢ Corile de chiqum pviae | 0 ;
\J

Monsieur Rosswell D. McClelland ;

Special Assistant of the American 36 janvier 1945

Minister .

Alpenstrasse, 24 x

g erne b,

: ,_C':‘l'-iil ind J

Monsieur, ol |

r de vous :

Nous avons le plaisi
informer que notre Délégation d Berlin nous
commiiique que les trois wagons contenant
du W.R.B. qui avaient été retenus

des colis
4 Waernemnde ont pu contimuer leur route &
destinetion des camps de concentration.

Veuillez agréer, Monsieur 1'as~
distinguces.

surance de notre gonsidération

T AT TV IR ONOD EDE SADYNOYA " E L

Adresser la correspondance a Con 5 M 5
Ce a 'a ommission Mixte de Seco
(e ecours de |la Croix-Rouge In 2
Ay ; ! ug lernationale,
4, Cours des Bastions, Genéve gy )
-




dvmalls, !
COMMISSION MIXTE DE SECOURS
DE LA CROIX-ROUGE INTERNATIONALE

COMITE INTERNATIONAL DE LA CROIX-ROUGE LIGUE DES SOCIETES DE LA CROIX-ROUGE
4, COURS DES BASTIONS " L
Téibphane 8 53 26 Adrumns lilegraphinue  Croimixt Bonava jair
GENEVE Comple du thigem pmsles | 7% [
'
\J
SERVICE PHARMACEUTIQUE
4 Rue Charles-Bonnet o
Téidphone se3E GENEVE‘ le Zo janvier 104% .1'
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Bern, Jamary 51, 1946,

Xy
LECATION,

Dear Dr, de Jchwarzenberg:

Itatetholibu*tyorunndingyonthn
nome. of & women in Ravensbriek Wwas recently
glven to ms by old Dr, Heinrich’Id amann in Geneva,
nr.ﬁnam:iaa?e:wdmroldaou-mofthe
former very active members of the German Red
Cross after the last war - who has been Xnown
to our Quaker office for many months, If
you could put this lady on the WRB parcel list
(1f she 15 net already there)I womld most appre-
clate it, This POOT woman was firet in the campg
of REeébv8dmm and Rivesaltes then in the prisons
of Marseille (Ies Bmmettes), Remnes and the
Fort Romeinville in Paris from where she was
deported to Cermany in June 1944:

/ KATIEWSYEIN, Jeamms

Ho, 42,186 Block 30,

Frauen K2
RAVENSERURCK b/P'rﬁtenlrcrg,LIecla:lonm:rg

I etill have received no ansver om the
truck proposition but Wwill naturally let you Imow
@8 soon as I do,

With kind personal regards, I am
Very sincerely yours,

Roswell D, MeClelland
Special Assistant
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To:

Code:

TELEGRAM SENT \&)

DEPARTMENT Date: Jarmary 31, 1946 5.
No: €Ero

WRB Chargsd to:

For WRB from loOlel}.a:nd.

Flease refer paragraph 2 Legation's 218,
Jamary 12,

ICRC has now reoeived definite confirmation

that three freight cars containing our firgt

shipment of WRB parcels via Goateborg, Previously

reported held-up at Warnemiende, went forwara to

concentration camps early in Jamary,

HUDDIE
EDNoC,

In duplicate to Tiles
Copy in PA

Accounts: Relief distribution in

German occupied territory,

. L G wy
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liberer les 1200 Juirfs.

(Pourquel on ne read pas publique
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CAMPS

BUCHENWALD ber WEIMAR
SACHSENHAUSEN  ORANIENBURG
DACHAU bei MUNCHEN

RAVENSBRUCK ber FURSTENBERG
HAMBURG NEUENGAMME

HANNOVER STOEKEN

BREMEN FARGE K.L.NEUENGAMME
SANGERHAUSEN (Sachsen
HOLLEISCHEN (Sudenlan

BERGEN - BELSEN bes Celle (Hannover)
THERESIENSTADT  Post Bauschowitz (Bohmen)
AUSCHWITZ  (0Oberschlesien)

FELOPOST 07702

FLOSSENBURG ber WEIDEN

JOHANN GEORGENSTADT

FLOHA (Sachsen)

NEUBRANDENBURG MECKLENBURG
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SCHLIESSFACH 209 WEIMAR
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EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT Do
- WAR REFUGEE BOARD

WASHINGTON 25, D. C

OFFICE OF THE
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR ((

FEB2 1545

ar—r e e o
Liberer les 1200 Jjuifs.

(Polirqusl on ne rend pas Publisue le raif que l8s Nazis enealsasent
d¥s milllons pour eette “oeuvre humanitaire®;que la juerse ot ls
combat du seduit seront proloagés Lndéfimiment par des afaires de
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- WAR REFUGEE BOARD

WASHINGTON 25, D. €.
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Libvarer les 1200 Jjulfe. :
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| i CROIX-ROUGE

DE GUERRE

o .
le 12 février 1945.
éral
*
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(ju bem felbitne He) Derr Panls Juiritt bat) |
bie Weage oufpeworfen mwecbe, melde jehmeigerijdie
Perjonlidleit wohl Lin jhioexiter
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2.186, Block 30,
berg, Mecklenburg,
ception de
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T le t& International
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1iverer les 1200 Juifs.
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COMITE INTERNATIONAL DE LA CROIX-ROUGE
AGENCE CENTRALE DES PRISONNIERS DE GUERRE

Rappeler dans |a réponse :

.ZA/OO GENEVE, le 12 février 1945.

Palais du Consell-Général

i
Onbques pesisux L 5527

Thliéphone 4 I3 05 - A[l
Taieg, “INTERCROIXROUGE" .

Monsieur Roswell D. MeCLELLAND _6-'/,
Légation des U.S.A. ~—
Berne

Concerne : liadame Jeanne RATZENSTEIN, No., 42,186, Bloek 30,
Frauen KZ, RAVENSBRUCK b/?urs enberg, .ectlsnturg.

Monsieur,

Nous avons 1'honneur d'accuser 1’=<eT)‘r10n de wvotre
lettre du 21 janvier 1945 et pouvons vous informer a ce sujet
que nous avons pris note de 1'adresse de la personne susmen-

ionnée,

Conformé: eut a votre désir, nous ferons bénéficier
cette personne de nos enveis de secours.

Veuillez agréer, lonsieur, 1'assurance de notre com=
sidéretion la plus distinguée.

Pour le Comitd International

de la Croix Rouge;

Livisivn dWssistancy
Spéclale

1ibarer les L D Julfe.
(Pourquel on ne rend pas publique le Talf que les Nas
1 du8 millions pour cetie “oeuvra hunanitalre®;que la re ot 1s
avat Gu redult sercnt jrolengés indéfiniment par des affaires de

ig snenisaent
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i T MEMORANDUM Ib”“}"’“""'{ ¥ ICRE

Te e oh R W!]o'ﬂ'_fqpnfs weth -'N.jt% i
Y Geneva, Feb, 12th, Buwwa
2.
During the past #wo days, Sunday Feb. 1lth. and Monday
Feb. 12th. I have had two mest interesting conversations with
Mr. Raoul NORDLING, Swedish Consul General At Paris. Nordling is

the man who parlemented with the Germans at Paris at the time of

the "liberation" and cbtained from the German military commander
about 4000 political prisoners (from Frepnes, Romeinville, et al),
whose lives were thus saved. He acted with energy at a perticularly
pBychological moment end got the German Army commander to sign an
agreement entrusting these"political"prisoners (many of them were
entirely innocent hostages) to Nordling. The Germans also signed

an agreement to the effect that they would return all deportee

train+"en route,” This of the "treaty" was, however, never
fulfilled and was the subject of later correspondence b een
Nordling and Himmler.
Nordling also states that the so e " of
Peris by the FFI or Resistance was large 1 that he
rsonally arrenged (or better of tm s)
betweer 8 I the G foT nder
ho ha Berlin to stroy all Paris es
l es rable ¢ ruction. (as Nordling
L)
tk not at all aenxious to carry out JiMe orders but
declar to N. that he be to dd it if the French kept

1erally resisting. N. therefore suggested

atched his brother to Patton and Bradley's

in the situation to them and urge them

streight on Peris rather than try to surround it and

g ,t:
g thus offset any German destruction before it was too late or
while he, Nordling, could still hold the FFI to a truce. Patton

and Bradley, as is known did this.

tried te back Abetz down with s

ys of August 1943 concerning the
hed not suce e and I therefor
1 0 (o] I :I‘] Tre ir LT
conteet with the lermans and sent them first letter |
un T r )

;i-.:e;:':-'Faa;ls pc.rn;.'.:.{r»n' 4 la Confédération |
: suisse d'#tre représentée avec éclat el aux
' intéréts suisses d'dtre défendus avec efficacité.
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not to Himmler this first time but rather to the German Genersal
Staff) toward the end of September 1944 demanding the return of

the deportee trains with which the Germsns had made offm;;ntrnry

to their signed agreement in Paris. This letter was ne:er answered.
In December 1944 Nordling wrote again to Himmler this time asking
in bfief that all eivil prisoners (Sch tzhiftlinge) be granted

more humane treatment in sccordesnce with the Geneva Convention E
\ that is, assimilated, to the Convention &s far ms treatment was :
concerned). He made this recuest as = follow up to the matter of

the trains with which the Germans had not complied. Himmler did ; ?'
not answer directly but it c: to Nordling's knowl through c
thoroughly reliable channels that Himmler hed co:ri;.iﬂn.*he 3 i
Jermen Hed Cross to investigate the possibility of sueh relief :
wction (which Nor had also proposed) among civil prisoners

in concentration cemps. At the same time Himmler, thro rtain
Mr. Lehrer, prominent German industriaslist who 1 lived in

rence me of his 1 1id who 1is 1 in Switzerland, indicate

I contac ith Nordli: 1 not be lost. It is Nordling's

belief that the amazin illingnse Xpx by higlk S5 eirel

in to the ICRC! tes tco rmit ICRC to shi 11

the food and medical relief they wanted to concentration camp

inmmtes and to aid in every wey possible with the distribution of

his relief, result of his December repre 1tations to

immler. ;

his morning, Mon. Feb., 12th. Schwarzenberg of the ICRC

showed me & confidentiel report written to him on Jan. 24th. by

ation. Sehirmer explained

recently contacted & certain "General-

" (is this the MUller of the :Ksltenbrunner,

Niller triumvirate of the higher 88 ?) who received

nd declered himself most interested in

ssistance to SchutzhBftlinge, H

with a certain Obersturmbannfiihrer Dr.

Berndorf, Chef des 5D und Abwehr flir die Schutzhiftlinge (Zimmer-

strasse 19, Berlin) im Deutschen Reich. Berndorf ti

out to Oranienburg where they had further conversations with

a:!u[.: fr‘?‘.’lr‘lﬁ .;-f.rr:;.'tfr.\r\.t i la Confédération |
sulsse d'étre représentée avec éclat et aux |
intéréts suisses d'¢tre défendus avec efficacite. |
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Obergruppenfihrer GlWick (also a Generalleutenant and described
as adecutive director of &bl the concentration camps in Uermany),
bis adjutant, Obstrumbannfiibrer Hoesg and Standartenflihrer Dr.
Loling, Chefarzt of all the German concentration camps. Schirmer
explained that all these conversations were most cordial and that
the 88. were very "entgegenkommend" and seemdd more than willing

to allow the ICRC to launch a large scele program of relief for the

concentration camps. These S5 men explailhed that Dachau near

Munich was

to become the central assembly and cleering camp for
all Shs to which large nugbers of them would be transferred in

the course of the coming weeks. From Dachau would radiate a system

of sach one de ent for its
central administration at Dachau. All

ould be checked by the

the v nati 1l groups and rerouted to other camps.
o8 would th lves take of ti port. he S5 reco 211
that everything b ione n the t i . f 1 et ipment ince
ith the present shiftin round individuals it wou be v

i i B S - et parcek to singl n or SRR Y fo in
netional grot uld t F to 1 I under this plan?
Belgiar 1y rwegians, iTe le
BNC z be for the moment excluded). The principal fly in

ointment was that the 55 Heich#rlhrer Himmler could not issue

blanket orders permitting ICRC delegates to visit the camps. For
the tir { have to be & with contaects with
the nat 8 sonfiance” in I Confidential informa-
tion fro and other DICHC delegates has indicated that
ad hoe arrangements with a great many camp commanders are noW
possible ar becoming ing g0, More and more of these

mps are b ing isolated from the point of view of communication

and hence control and the atmosphere (psychological) 15 =

number of these men are willing

Germany

&nd ey with neutral outsid:s Thie
the wh ibility and the ef ct that the
»an have on their ded wnd

presence

actions at the moment things are bresking up. ‘het was accomplished

dues & Paris perm~tiront & la Confédération
suisse d'étre représentée avec éclat et aux
intéréts suisses d'étre défendus avec efficacite. |
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Nerdling in Paris in a cimilar situation bears' out thegreat yalu
¢f having, for instance, & deiagate of the ICRC or delegntes in or
within reach of as many camps as possible when this moment comess
It is becoming increasingly probable that a time will be
reachéd when the Germans will no longer be dble to feed the inmates
fatal,

of these camps and the results are certainly to be

guite apart from any active policy of killing them off. The Germans

concentraetion camps are crammed with acutely ished ,e@plﬂ
and when the German food supply organization breaks down it will -
be but a matter of days, at most 10 before hundreds if not thousand: &
of :“."\"';']_E‘ will simp ]__'. dies or reach 8 & f-:'-._" at shich thes .snnot be :
ved. £
A large number of indications, theref« : i h y
being i t 1 C to ter Gerr t - uff n
obat nitary teams, inc N ing r on 19
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Lommuniqué No 258 b

Geneva, February 13,

IMPRGVED CONDITIONS FOR CIVILIAN DETATNEES IN GERMANY

: The International Committee of the Red Cross, who have 2
g constantly endeavoured to improve conditions for the many civilian

‘ detainees of forelgn nationality in Germany, recently heard from

the German Government that civilisn detainses from French and

Belgian territories would henceforth be able to benefit by

notable guarantees which had hitherto been denled +o
them, In future, thls category of civil w
which will more clesely reaemble the ré
of war and civilian internees properly

many of
eatment
r prisoners

The new measures which have
these French and Belglan civilian dets
the following: a mail service will t
detainees and thelr next of kin by
Committee forms; in particular, the detain

International

€3 will be able to send |
news a8 to their health; the International Committee will also '
be permitted to make individual 1lnquiries about them, Furthermore,

i1ikewise through the Interna-
ivcels (foodastuffs, clothing,

individual parceis and

the detainees will be authorized,
tional Committee, to recelve relle
| medicaments, books) both in the form
of collective consignments,

In addition, the Germesn au
delegates of the International Commli
representatives in the camps will be

| .distribution of these rellef supplles,

Lastly, the guestion of repatriastlon of detainses by
means of exchanges 1s now belng examlned.

dues & .I-‘;ng‘: per m~tiront & la Confédération
guigse d'#tre représeniée avec éclat et aux |
intéréts suisses d'dtre défendus avec efficacite.
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COMITE INTERNATIONAL DE LA CROIX-ROUGE
AGENCE CENTRALE DES PRISONNIERS DE GUERRE

Happeler dans la réponse D9
TOATTV
Chéques ux L AN - - N SENEVE, 14 FEV. 1945
'|1\_|;$.|1nu.“..!.1 ng ;
Thlég. “INTERCROIXROUGE""

Monaisnr,

Nous avons l'honneur de vous envoysr ci-inclus. 12
4

texto dfun communigué gque nous remettons aujourd'huil méme

8 la Presse.

§ Veuilllez agréer, Monsleur, l'assurance de nos i

sentiments distingués.

‘j /Z:""*"""v‘_ e ——
S ———

Ed, CHAPUISAT

Membre du Comité international
de la Crolx-Rouge.

1 Annexe

— srmnuub PEISUNANESIES LIPS elen-
dues & Paris perm-ttronl & la Confeédération
suisse d'dre représentéa avec éclat et aux
intéréts suisses d'dtre défendus avec efficacite.
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COMITE INTERNATIONAL DE LA CROIX-ROUGE
AGENCE CENTRALE DES PRISONNIERS DE GUERRE

Rappeler dans la réponse :

ZA 00 GENEVE, le 16 février 1945,

Ohbgues pasteux |, 5827
Falals du Consell-Général

Téldphone 4 73 05 I 1 —
Talag. “INTERCROIXNROUBE" M“' { ¢ ;—, o | i PAAT INE
RVJ : VL 11f54 L LMial 1A
- copdd ol Buddmptid , :
W F =
VLY pﬁ‘.n. :l-
%ousieur Roswell D, McCLELLAND pds A - *
égation des U.S.A. & T T fi4
Berne 4h#fﬁ:?ff

Mpnsieur,

VAV

v ‘ Nous avons 1'honneupr de porter a votre connsissance
A que nous avons eu la visite d'une personne ayant été détenue
MR un an su cemp de Buchenwald/Neimar et qui nous a confirmé que
o les colis conditionnéds an moyen des marchandises de S5,S.
P Cristina a fin aofit, sont bien parvenus au camp et qu'il se

souvient parfaitement en avoir bénéficié,

Pour yvotre information personnelle, nous vous remet-
- tons en annexe la copie d un accusé de réception qui vient de
nous pervenir du camp de k et concernant un envoi de -
2. : i

sanitaires effectué en
n de ce camp, pour le compte du

médicamenta, fortifiants™et
date du B décembre d destina

Gouvernement franceis.
2

Nous vous prions de bien vouloir considérer ces
seignements comme strictement confidentiels,

Veuillez agr
5

N [} -
er, Monsieur, 1 assurance de notre con-
ération le plus ngué

neiss res oten-

| e il 80 sEsmLpUs DU i
; dues a4 Paris perm-ttront & la Confédération |
| suisse d'étre représentée avec éclat st aux
| intéréts suisses d'dtre défendus avec efficacite



EMPFANGSBESTAET IGUNG-QUITTANCE

Wir bestétigen hiermit den Empfang der 7 Kisten ‘

} g . b g 3 — Wy
(DS, 828/1-7) mit Medikamenten, in Ravensbriick angekommen :
em 25 Jan,1945, E

Ravensbriick b.Fiirstenberg, den 25 Jan,1945,

”gterschpift des Legerkommendanten Unterschrif
oder seines Stellvertreters:

. der Aerztinnent

Dr. D, RI
(signature 111isible) Drs A. SPOE .
-t
b
[
;
4
g'A Specialeg

crram suLUS PEISNINELES
dues & Paris perm~tiront & la Confédér n
suisse d'Stre roprésentée avec éciatl et aux |
intéréts suisses d'étre défendus avec efficacite




Bern, February 15, 1945,

Dear Dr, de Schwarsemberg:

In view of recent changes for the better
in the sttitude of the German emthorities responsible
for the administration of the concemtrstion camps in
Germany toward the question of relief parcels, and
partioularly in the light of the shifting of the center
of gravity from Oreniemburg to Dachsu it would seem
%o me moet decirable to have as mumy as poesible of
our 224,000 odd WRB parpels which are at presemt stiil
in Gdteborg, Sweden moved south to the Munich area,
Perhaps it might be possible for them to be shipped
t0o your delegation at Uffing to be distriluted from
there to Dachmm and other sccessible camps, In wiew of
the rapidly developing military situatiom I feel that
all possible steps should be taken (if indeed this is
still at all posaible) to bring these parcels south,
Onge we get them to the Munich area then we can go into
the question of thelr dletribution in greater detail,
The simple transportetion of them (rather, as many of
them ao possible] to the Munich sres in no way violstes
the agreement sccepted by the Intermational Committee
about only distributing parcels to cmmps which could
be visited, If "en route" certain lots of them could
be conveniently sent to sccessible camps (Hamburg area,
Bergen-Belsen, ete,] so much the better,

Very sincerely yours,

Dr, J. Schwarsenberg Roswell D, MoClelland
Hotel Mbtropole Special Assistant to
Genevwva, the Americen Minister,

-d'u.-s- i Paris .pv'rn'.\'nl.'-:r?.!l -" ; Conf{édération

sulsse d'détre représentde avec écial et aux |
intéréts suisses d'étre défendus avec efficacite. |




COMITE INTERNATIONAL DE LA CROIX-ROUGE

AGENCE CENTRALE DES PRISONNIERS DE GUERRE

Rappeler dans la réponse:

L ZA/00 _G.85 GENEVE, 16 février 1945.
Taléphana 4 23 05 GA/JES/HL Palais du Consell-Général
Téldg. “INTERCROIXROUGE "

——— e

Monsieur Roswell D. MeClelland
Legation des Etats-Unils d'Amérique
ERNE

Monsieur (E}}J

»

I1 vous intéressera peut=8tre de savoir gue nous
eu confipmation, par un homme de confiance, de
camp de’ SACHBEN [-ORANIENBI & fin d4é
gons de colls du Comité intern:
pour des prisonniers eivils franga
taines de colis pour des Belpes.,

~

= e I

e qui fait 1le
nt les médicam
P

outre, au

. ol
aucoup. Ils mangquent

L furent adres I
tre eux contenaient des

Payr Is Comith Internafiona

e
@

la Cralx Houge:

personnelles tré
| erm~ttront & la Confédéra
5 se d'Mre représentée avec éclat et aux

intéréts suisses d'étre défendus avec efficacite. |




Copy for Mr. McClelland

@ Bern, FPebruary 16, 19456

My dear Mr. President:

It has Decome inorsasingly evident, particularly
in the coursé 6f the paet few weeks, that in The nidst
of the mounting confuslon within Germany many Oerman
officials, including some in high Nazi and 38 clrcles,
are not only interested in but anxious %o facilitate -
action of & humanitarian nature in behalf of the great v
numbers of c¢ivil prisoners in conoentration camps and
other placeg of detention who are not under the protec-
tion of the Geneva Oonvention directly or by analogy. i

With refersnce to the letter addressed %o you on
instructions of the Department of @tate and the War
Refugee Board on January 19, 1945, by Hr. MoClelland,
I feel it important to call the attentlon of the Inter-
national Committee of the Red Croas %o the moat important
role wnich the Comulttee could play by increasing %o the
greatest possible extent the visits of ite delegates %o
places in Germany where such *Schutzhiiftlinge” are located.
In order more effectively fo perform this Tasx 1t would
gseem highly desirable that the International Commlfttee
augment the number of its delegates and representatives
in Germany as substantlally and rapldly as possible. The
pellef of my Government that the presence of energetioc !
neutral obgservers and relisf workers a% times of internal
confusion or collapse constltutes one of the moat effectlve
means of preventing last minute excesses against lnnocent
detalnees has been amply demonstrated in the past in a
number of countries, not the least being the results ob-
talned by representatives of the International Commlittee

in Budapest.

that a atate of exireae confuslon
which will undoubtedly in-

s and months. In the mldst
ber of defenselesas

1t is apparent
1g developing withln Germany
crease durlng the coming week
this mounting chaos & very large num

~
-

deportees

Professor Carl J. Burckhardt,
President, International Committee
of the Red Cross,
Hotel Metropole,
Geneva.

nuuge ot ses reiations personnelles tres elen-
dues & Paris perm~ttront & la Confédération
suisse d'ére représeniée avec éclat et aux
intéréts suisses d'étre défendus avec efficacite.
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deportees and eivilian detainess, both men and wonmen,
the ma Jority of whom are in exceptionall _Poor. physical
i AR on through prolonged undumot:ruhzau't and mis-
ﬁﬂjﬂ% £, will be at the Hmeroy of the Nazis and of the
Erowing disorder created by military hostilities. I an
: nerPWEE Fhat the Ifbewnstiona) Comuittee of the Red Orose
]' sllares the concern of ny Govsmam-ngu she preass-
i A Tarian actlion with @ view
Lo saving She lives of @8 haly suah men and ‘womew ns pos-
| 8lble, anud she Counltyee 15 one of the very faw, 1T not »
' tlie ‘obly, neutral agoncy Wiioh 1s in & position'to initi- ‘
! ate energesic mctlon in behaly 5f. these suf ferers, -
.. An elosing allow’ me ¥0 agsure jou that the Legation
: 8tands ready.so asalet the International Gopnittee in
1 Gny wWay poseible in Wdertaking dctioh along the 1ines 5
8UgReated above,

Please aceept, ny dear Mr. Preaident, she renewed
GBBUrancs of my high conslderntion,

LELAND. HARRISON

LA/RbMe0 imk

« ©T &5 Feiatons
g : Ilr
dues & Paris perm~tt . zonsedbeniios |

8 représeniés avec
;::;;udmmﬂre dpéu-e défendus avec efficacité. |
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ETOR Y Berne, le 16 février 1945,

Cher Monsieur nmuu;

Paisent suite sax emtretiens que j'ai eu le end
gﬁ::rd'mirmomlmdswm cemt séjour &

pie n'emprecse de vous faire parvenir ci-incluse
une copie de la lettre qn's adréssée notre Ministre
Monsieur lLeland Harrisen Monaieur Carl lhroh:hnrd"
dnﬁz:iti International de la Croix-Rouge, Je me suis
e de 1a faire faire mssi ¢nergime que possible
de fagon 2 ‘pousser” Burckhardt a4 emirer em agtion d"une
manibre décisive avant qu'il ne sera trop tard,

Vous 8tes sans doute au courant du fait que le
CICR a publié un commuoiiqué de presse (paru dans les
journsux du 14 féyrier) aqmongent que les mtorités
21llemendes avelent déglaré mu Comité quielles permet-
traient & 1'avenir un traitement plus conforme a la
Convention de Gendve pour les détemus civils vems
des territoires framgals ot belge actuellelend en Allemagne,
Ceci est au moins un commencememt,

On m'a informb de source sire que le Dr, Marty
chef de la_délégation berlinoise du OIOR, est ~rrivh
hier & Cenéve pour avoir des entretiens avec Barckhardt,
J'eapere que ceci soit aussl un bon signe,

Hotre Ministre 1'a estimb mieux d"appuyer votre
{ntervention persamielle de la fin de la semaine passée
verbalement supres de Burckhardt m liem de par éorit:
ce que je ferei tomi de suite 1lundi le 19 dés m'il
eura ou 1'opportunité de "digérer® 1a lettre,

Mardi dernmier j'ai ew un entretiem trés intéressant
avee Dr, Mesurice Mayer, anclen ochef médicale de la
Bésistance frangaise et j'al nettement 1'impresoion que
cela serait tres utile a la camse pour laquelle nous
traveillons tous les deux gi vous pourrigs le voir:
également, Il eot maintenant de retour & Paris (9,
Boulevard le Tour-leubourg - Imvalides 00-01),

Yeuilles egréer, cher Monsieur Nordling, 1'espression
de mes sentiments les plus respectuenx,

Roswell D, McClelland
Armexe, Asgistent Special su Ministre des T

Monsieur Raoul Hordl:
Consul Général de Suede
78, rue d' Anjou, PARIS,

nuuge Ut ses Felauons personnelles trés
dues & Paris perm~ttront & la Confédération |
sulsse d'étre représeniée avec éclat et aux
intéréts suisses d'étre défendus aver efficacile.
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Buchenwald" .

yours sincerely,

c%m‘

Donald A, Lowrie

Auuge et tes reiatons personnelles trés dlen- |
dues & Paris perm-ttront i la Confédération |
suisse d'étre représentée avec éclat et aux

intéréts suisses d'éire défendus avec efficacie.
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2.70.60

¥ir. Ross Mc Clellsnd
American Legation
Bexrn

r Ross,

My de

AB8 WAaS

herewith the addre:

in cont
food or clothing

The two men are :

Dr. 0ldrich Dubina (Czecho-Slovak) and

.
Fedo¥ T. Pianoff (Russian)

slager Buchenwald".

wishes and many thanks,

yours sincerely,

;:Dh‘

Donald A. Lowrie
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Bern, Febsuary 21, 1945,

Dear Profeesor’ Burckhardt:

Following our comversation of yesterday morning I
took the liberty of talking, quite intimastely and un-
officially, yesterday evening with Monsieur Verger, He
shared your and my point of view, name y that your
leaving the ICRO at this eritical mo would most
regrettable, MNomsieur Verger's persomal feeling, in
which I concurred, was that if at all possible you
should do your utmost to postpone your going to Paris

for a month of six weels, meanwhile having the whole

) natter of the uppointman{ kept secret, Im thie inter-

val it would be hoped that the meeting for which you
b have asked eould take place and the ICRC's program
= could et least be satisfactorily lmnched, I personally
40 do not see how it would be possible to officially enter
5 upon your duties in Paris and then return temporarily
to the ICRC, This would place you in a totally different
58 1light and would doubtless render impossible any effective
b 7 negotiations in behalf of ICRC work to the north, Do
3 you feel that securing a delay of from 4 to 6 weeks
: would be impossible as far as your Government is oom-
cerned 7 I recall that you spoke of the matter "eoming
out in the press in a few days," HNaturally such
publicity would be exceedingly harmful to your comtimuing
on temporarily with the Committee, I should naturally
most welcome your opinion regarding these suggestions,
as we both have at heart doing the most good possible
during the coming critical period when so many uman
' lives are at stake, It would also seem to me that the
e Prench Govermment would be distinctly interested in
your comtimning on in your present functiomns for at
least a few more wecks,

Please consider these observations as well-meant
suggestions offered in the seme spirit as our conversation
of yesterday morning and in no way an asttempt to inter-
fere with matters (particularly as!your Govermment is
concerned) which are not my tusiness,

¥ith kind personal regards, 1 am
Yery sincerely yours,

Professor Carl J, Burckhardt
President of the International Committee of the Red Cross

Hotel Métropole, G e n e v a,

& consolider 'amitié traditionne
deux pays Le prestige qui

d i onal
Rouge et ses relations pe nel ;
dues & Paris perm-ttront i la Confédération
sulsse d'ére représentée avec éclat et aux I
intéréts puispes d'étre défendus avec efficacite.
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To: Department Date: February 21, 1945
No:

Cods CIEAR Charged to:

"Improved conditioms for e¢ivilian detainees in
Germany, ICRC having constantly endeavored improve condi-
tiona for the many oivilian detainees of foreign nationality
in Germany, recently heard from German Govermment that
oivilian detainees from French and Belgian territories
would henceforth be able benefit by guarantees which had
hitherto been denied many of them, In future such categories
of civilians will enjoy treatment more closely resembling
régime reserved for pows end civilien intermees proper,

The new measures adopted in behalf of these French and
Belgian civilian detainees in Germany are the following:
mail service between detainee and next-of-kin on ICEC forms,
perticularly news regarding detainee's healthj ICRC will
be permitted make inquiries inte individua) cases; detainees
will be euthorised to receive relief parcels (food, clothing,
medecines and books) both individually and cellectively,
through ICRO,

In additfon German suthorities have assured ICRC delegates
that detainees' representatives in camps will be allowed to
supervige distribution of such relief supplies,

Lastly, question of repatriation of detainees by means
of exchanges is now being examined,"

HARRISON
RDMoC,

In duplicate to files
Copy in B

Agoountg: Relief to persems in German-controlled territoery,

Ro
dues a Paris perm
sulese d'Sre représentée avec éclat et aux

intéréts suisses d'étre délendus avec efficacile. |
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Department L Pebruary 21, 1945,

— 1154
For Department and WRE from MoClelland, yf
Iagnuon'{‘lou; Pebruary 16,

Letter from Minister referred to in last paragraph

our 1056 was delivered to Burckhardt (B) on February 17

urging IORC to take aetion elong following lines:

1, inerease to greatest possible extent visits

of its delegates to places of detention of all gategories
of "Solmtghaeftlinge;"

2, Magment mmber Gommittee's representatives in
Germany as substantially and rapidly as possible;

#, Ingtruct ite delegates to take every advantage

iy cemwes o

of mounting confusion within Germany to mitigate lot of

.

all eivil detainees and dispuade German pfficials from last
2 mimite excesses,

‘ Following is substance of B'a written reply dated
February 15:

"Replying to your letter of February 16 I must in
firet place stress fact that in their memorandum to us
deted February 1 Germen Government stated: 'Visits to
ozmps end pleces of detention where alien detaineea
("Sclmtshaeftlinge”) are confined fe wnfortunately 2ot o j

feasible at present moment for imperative reasons of g (

national defense,’ _
In a regent hpnrt our Delegate, Dr, Schirmer

reported: 'Headquarters of German Security Police

<1,_.c,' & Paris perm-~tiro v .
suisse d'dtre représentée avec éclat :. 'Tm |
intéréts suisses d'étre défendus avec efficaciie. |




_‘?l informed us that permiseion to visit concentration
Eﬂpﬂ of alien detainees must be secured in each particular
ﬁ:ﬂm- from Himmler himself,’

This is present situation, I mm awaiting an answer
from Himmler concerning place and dete I can see him
personally, I shall spare no endeavor, should interview
take plece, to do my utmost to secure best possible result,
You are aware of how diffioult that will be,

We are enxious to send as many delegates (to Germeny)
as posesible, They mst be men of character, Five new
delegates are ‘léiw;.n(; for Germany within next few days,

We shall send others as soon 2s we can mamage to do so,

Decisive problem is and remains question of transportation,
Within 4 days thomsand of prisoners and detainees can starve,
You are acquainted with cable we sent to Washington (to
Secretary of State) following receipt of most recent report
from our chief delegate (in Germany, Dr, Marti),

There is not a moment to be lost, Our delegates can
only get into ceamps if they bring something with them, and
if they bave gasolene and can still manage to travel omn the
roads (with trucks), Should it be found impracticlie o
exoept two reilway lines, in north ani south, from aerial

bonber fg S o bBAB ™S FUBREEN O in iT e 51 ABT e 818960, K1 BHE
diarResd ¥ill, beougelgee. All thie is most extremely urgent,

Large@§=28, often expected to do miracles, That is of course

i la C dération
suisse d'étre représentée avec uf’.al':_'. n::\ |
intéréts sulsses d'étre défendus avec ellicaciie. |
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impossible: but by exerting every nerve and applying all
our will we ean do something prowided gertain indispensable
megns for the exeoution of our task be furnished us,"

End of B's reply,

Un February 20 I had a personal interview with B
who informed me that he had dispatched a letter to Himmler
on February 17 asking for a meeting, .B ;r-ent on to explain
that he now found himself in a serious dilemma since the
Federal Council had just asked him to represent Switgerland
in Paris as Minister to French Pro¥isional Government ,

Although he had emphasiged exceédingly important duties
" which lay before him during cdoming eritical months as

President of ICRC his Govermment was urging him to accept
this new eppointment to which Prench Government had assented, g
He informed me that Professor Huber would undoubtedly return
at least provisiomally as President of ICRC,

I suggested that in view of extreme importance and
urgency of meeting Himmler and expanding and reinforcing
IORC activity in Germany both as regarded relief and protective
measures perhaps it would be possible to postpome takdng up
his duties as Swise Minister in Paris for a momth or six
wegks meanwhile keeping this appointment secret, He said he
would discuse matter with his Gwenment:i

Above 2 paragraphsare for sVrhelkl.acnbidanddel
information of Department and WRB,

First paragraph of B'e reply of February 19 refers
to answer finally received from Germsn Foreign Office %o
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ICRC"» memorandum of Oetober 2 [lLegation's 7998, December 7)
Substance of Germen reply was iseued in an IORC commniqué

of February 14 which is being transmitted in Legation's

of today's date,

RDMoC,
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"Wie are anxious to send as many delegates to Germany as

possible. Delegates must be n of character. Accordingly
o
Lo

s - - * 1 -
five new delegates are leaveing within the next few days r
Germany. As soon as we can manage, we shall send others.

Question of 1rqnﬁp0rfn ion is and remains the declsive

grmblem. ,hud:ﬂdl’ 0‘ prisone
within four d ou :re cqu 7 with the cable we
sent to Wastk rton (.ﬁ the ﬁ:rﬂtarj of Sta following
receipt of the most recent report from our chief delegate
(Dr. Wmxrti, in Germany) . %

detainees can starve

] a moment to bhe lost.
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nexve
ded certain
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a personal in iew with B on February 20 and he
me that he had dispatched a letter to Himmker on
17 asking for a meeting.

0f B's reply of February 19 the first paragraph refers
to an enswer finally received from the German Foreign Office
to ICRC's memorandum of October 2 JLegation's No 7998 of
December 7). The substance of the German reply was issued
in an RC communiqué of February 14 which is being trans-
mitted in No. 114% of February 21 of the Legation.
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COMITE INTERNATIONAL DE LA CROIX-ROUGE
AGENCE CENTRALE DES
PRISONNIERS DE GUERRE

Rappeler dans la réponse

G4 0686 GENEVE, le 22nd February 1945
Palais du Consell-Général

My dear McQlelland,

Thank you for your kind note. A pressman's indiscretion
was responsible for the news getting out, and the official comsmunigue
yesterday was the result.

But one has to take every situmtion as 1t comes. I have
let M. H. know that nothing had changed so far as my wish to see him was
concernsd, that I hed dsked my Government for four weeks' grace and that
this had been granted. I care about nothing so much as the fate of the
prisoners and deportees, and desire at all costs to do everything possible
for the unhappy French, especially the women in Germany st present.

It is & grest honour for me to be appointed in Paris.
But &t this moment we have staked everything on the Committee's work,
which must go on unimpaired by any diversion elsewhare.

You and I have bsen comrades in labour, and I hope that
we shsll remsin so in the future, for the work we are engaged upon together
is figer mnd more worth while than any other.

I want to ba quite surs that you understand all this
very clearly; that is why I have written you this letter in Znglish.

Yours very sincerely

(‘Z(k.‘ v 4//. ( ‘::)"u-'-f "“I " ot )

Mr. MeClelland
Zlfenstrasse 6
Bernane

L--'-r;m:ﬂ" ont toujours été des réussites 11 est
appelé & donner un regain nouveau aux re-
lations franco-sulsses qui, depuis quelques
mois, n'étaient plus complétement normales et
& consolider l'amitié traditionnelle enire les
deux pays Le prestige qui s'attache au Fr-‘q.i_
dent du Comité International de in Croix-
Rouge et ses relations personnelies trés éten-
dues & Paris permctiront & la Confédération
suisse d'étre représentée avec éclat et aux
intéréts suisses d'éire défendus avec efficaciie.
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COMITE INTERNATIONAL DE LA CROIX-ROUGE
AGENCE CENTRALE DES PRISONNIERS DE GUERRE \

Rappeler dans la rdponse

o @ /AT
Ohbques postaux |, 5527 ZA/00 JES/GB
Thlkphons 4 23 08

Taldg. “INTERCROIXROUGE'

GENEVE, le 22 février 1945.
Palals du Consell-Général

D. McClelland
ats-Unis d*Amerique

= votr lettre du 1 rrier 19 .
her Monsieur,

semble

\ ‘ : i »2mD
i \ t & 2 devenir le car centi z ie triage pour
. u ! U déja te raph 2 Goeteborg
3 1 wagons S t expédie ur ces camps et un 3
- ave ) yspendant point affirmer :

atement.

Jjuant & Bergen-Belsen, nous avons fait de treés
> Rt -
s avec ce camp et nous hésitons 7

nes

S

des secours avant gue nous n'ayons pas certza
»s au contrdle.

ns cer:t

rvenir ces colis de Goeteborg
] t s de

et nous ne manguerions pa

olis du War

vouloir 1 | on
) toujours préconis . ceci il y a déja u =

envoi rapide de c e an i

ansport le permettaient.

I'etranger ont toujours été des réu
appelt donner un regain nou
lations franco-su qul, depuis quelques
mois, n'étaient plus mplétement normales et
4 consolider 'amitié traditionnelle entre les
deux pays. Le prestige qul s'attache au prési-
dent du Comitd niernational de la Croix-
Rouge et ses relations personnelles tris éten-

! dues & Paris perm-itront a la Confédération
suisse d'étre représentée avec éclat et aux
m&dn:&uuﬁﬂudﬂuﬂmiw:ﬂnunw

es. 11 est
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actue sment omp i
actuellement compromlse, nous tenons & nous décharger de
toute responsabilité quant ces i en déeou

X consequences gul en

¥ - Messieurs Kubowitzki et Riegner m'ont parlé hier
‘_ un n-rog_e: de faire expedier une partie des c,;_"-{g 2 l'-‘-or‘t.ﬂl'l-crr‘r
\.-L.;r 1 ajre de la Suede sur Bergen-Belsen 5
nous concerne, nous n'y verrons auc i 7é -f
l*organ: tion chargée de cette a: raire on B
rens sport, probl
dans ’ f - le sud. Ces
_voulu se mettre en rapport avee leur corres
M, Storch et nous feront connaftre 1'opini n a

En ce

ue

Je vous prie d
cordialement

i
o

gréer

] e

Powr Jg Comité Internationa
8 la Crolx Rouge,

j 0 BH S Wte

L

Division d'Assistance /

Spéclale /

a'un remargquabie OUvVrage sur richelieu, sut
toujours donner & son enseignement un preé-
cleux esprit international Ses missions a
I'étranger ont toujours éte des re ites. Il est
appele & donner un regain nouveau AuxX re-
lations franco-suisses qul depuis quelques
mois, n'étaient plus complétement normales st
4 consolider 'amitié traditionnelle entre les
deux pays Le prestige qui gattache au prési-
dent du Comité international de la Croix-
Rouge et ses relations personnelles trés éten-
dues A Paris perm-tiront a la Confédération
suisse d'élre représentée avec éclat et aux
intéréts suisses d'étre défendus avec efficaciid.
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M. Carl Burkhardt est nommé

"o

minisire de Suisse a Paris

BERNE, 22

ayant donné son agrément, le Conseil f¢

a nomme min

— Le gouvernement francais

istre de Suisse a Paris M. Carl

Burckhardt, président du Comité international

de la Croix-Roug

M. Carl Bure
Bile. Bachelier du

il é&tudie en
Bile, Mu
dans |a

le Comité int:

vole en mission en Asie

& Genéve.

khar

ale,

Ite alx

Goettingue of Zurich, puis ce
rrid¢re diplor
ché de légation §

que pour devenir =
de 1918 a 1827

Vienn

sl

du C
fin de

d'his-
us qui Iait su=

torité, une étude sur 'avoyer
une autre sur I'empire d'Autric

I . ~
L'impression a Berne
BERNE, 22 (De notre correspondant)

nomination de M. Karl Bur

- La
au po

q rprise @ Ber
que cette surprise

¢, Empress

e pax sur I

13- L0

1omme

chotsi, Tout au contr n se félicite haute-

ment notre gouverns ror

T'agrément froncais rsonnalité d'excep-
v, don brillante carriére di-

matique
srmiatione
toul particy
d Paris

La surprise venait de ce gu'om
espérer si proche ['abou
par M. Petitpier
olations avee la France
Bern comme & Paris "‘

le titre de ident du Comité
donn

qu'il va rem-

ches fait

malizer nc
bien que
avaient prizs et des
méme, dimanche, nous
qu'on s'achem

ons

nait vers une amélioration
substantielle des rapports franco-suisses. Mals
les plus optimistes ne comptaient guére pou-
voir enregistrer avant huit ou quinze jours
I'accord publié hier,

Cela dit, il fout se réjouir sans réserve de
ce premier et grand pes foit vers un apaise-
ment des esprits et vers une restauration de
confiantes et profitables relations entre
deuxr peuples amis. Notre gouvernement a osé
voir grand et se décider vite. Il a songé & un
véritable ambassadeur de Suisse a Paris, doté
de tout le prestige de Uerpérience internatico-
nale. Il a 1 aussitdt agi dans ce sens. Il en
sera é par tous ce a qui pesait le malaize
doublé, il ¥ a guelques semaines, du plus fé-
cheur concours de circonstances, Le soulage-
ment sera unanime dans notre population.

A ce geste éclatant va répondre, nous dit-on,
la trés prochaing nomination d'un ombassa-
deur de France @ Bermne. On ne promonce pos
encore de nom, mais on ne cache pas, dons les
miliewxr gouvernementaur, la satisfaction que
provequent, et cette décision, et le cho de
la personnalité présentée. Une période troubl
est répolue. On va pouvoir se metire 4 re-
construire, Les préparatifs déja ont éte mones
& bien dans les meilleures conditions possibles

E. Pn
. . 5 P .
Satisfaction a Paris
PARIS, 22 (A.T.S) — La nomination du
r Carl Burckhard!. prés it du Co-
rnational de la Croix-Rou en qua-

e ministre de Suisse en Fran ete
illie avec ls

les milieux

e

ront
suisse d'étre représentee avec éclat et aux
1!-.‘1.21-&‘.5 sulsses d'étre défendus avec efficacite.

'3
A
3
R
r\l’h
’\
L




ok

— =
e

744, Pebruary 2 and

m to disouse present
'"Somtshaeftlinge” and

chief ICRC delegate from

\g concentration camp

1o general Areas! between

irters located at ocncentra-
jurg) and Munich, with
mecafxfetpikfadt TE, Martd
reports conditions of frightful crowding to exist already
in Neuengomme and Dacheu where concentrees mretws who are

almest all in very poor physical condition freém prolonged
undernourishment and mistreatment, arrive in state of

utter exhoustion after days on feot, A greet many have

aelready died as & result of the evacuation measures, Mx

Martd presented a most convinecing case for the urgent need

of transportation egquipment stating that imvaluable aid :
could be rendered to st least 3::- thousands if a few -
trucke were available, In light of general willingness of

53 smthorities o cooperate with IORC displayed repeatedly

einge Jammary end of generel state of confusion Marti

P~



Bor WRB from MeClelland,

Iegation's 465, Jamary 22, 744, Pebruery 2 and
1159, February 22,

On Februsry 19 I had ococasion to disouse present
situation in Germany as regards "Semtshae ft1linge” and
Jewish deportees with Dr, larti; chief ICRC delegate from
Berlin,

Nazis appeear to be evacuating concentration camp
inmates fxdmregrouping them in two general areas! between
Inebeck and Hemburg (with headquarters located at ooncentra=-
timn camp of Neuengrmme near Hamburg) and Munioh, with
headquarters at Decham, Semitichemsorfrfrtgickfnd IE, Marti
reperts conditions of frightful crowding to exist elready
in Neuengamme and Dachsm where concentrees mretwe who are
almogt all in very peoor physical conditiom frem prolonged
undernourishment and mistreatmenmt, arrive in state of
utter exheustion after days on foot, A great many have
already died as & result of the evmouation measures, ¥z
Marti presented a most convincing case for the urgent need
of transportation eguipment stating that invalmable aid
could be rendered to at least BF—::: thoupands 1f a few
trucke were available, In light of general willingness of
35 smthorities to cooperate with IORC dieplayed repeatedly
oinge Jamary and of gemeral state of confusion Marti
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foresees no diffioulty as regurds permission to distridtute

raXtafs reldef pareels on spot in such mssembly camps,
o Pareels for Hemburg area could oome from WRP stooks

at Goeteborg where some -20 odd thousand of our parcels
are sti1l stocked, Parcels for Munich region would bYe
trucled .f.ron Bwitwerland over this comperatively short haul,
e have 60,000 WRB parcels at present in Toulon umloaded
from Carites II during Jammery against which arrangement
could doubtless be made with IORC Yo borrow pending arrival
these parcels in Switgerland,
Situation all Allied pows as regards reception
parcels is essentially same as that of ecivil detainees
due to impossibility for ICRC obtain adequate rail transport,
although pows :::: in general in better physical condition
and less liable to sterve, Jemes of Ameross, Geneve informs
me (see his 6116 for ‘meroﬂs; Weshington of Februery 16)
thet he has alsc made sirong plea for trucks if effective
relief is to be brought to pows streaming in from 8ast to
aggembly oamps in Murenberg-EKassel amd Busbeck-Hamburg areas,
In view of extreme urgency of this critical situation
I take liberty of remewing my request thet VIB either
arrange place my disposal 4 or 6 trucks for ICRC or if this

impracticsl suthorize me attempt acquire them in Switgerland,

In latter case Swiss ermy would doubtless request ¥¥ guarantee of

replacenment of at least tires 1f not trucks themselves before
vehicules

they would permit WIS to leave Switgerland for use in

Germany, Small sapply of fuel end oil could be made avallable
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DRAPT WIRE C bamps

Department Gr, February 25, 1946
AT

For Department and WRB from MeClelland,

Tegation's 1159, Pebruary 22,

On February 20“Burckhardt of IOR0 alie informed me
that the Federal Council had very redemtly esked hin
to represent Switwerland 4m Pards as Minister %o French
Provisional Govermnment, Although he had emphawsiged
exceedingly important duties which lay before Him during
coming critical weeks as ICRC President Higs Govermert
was urging him t0 accept this new appoimtment +o which
French Government had indiceted {tg agreement on February
18, Burckhardt stated that Professor Huber would
undoubtedly return to Geneva at least temporarily as
Pregident of ICRC,

I suggested that in view of importance and urgency
of meeting Himmler dndeffort to expand and reinforce
ICRC activity in Germany both as regards relief and
proteotive messures perhaps it would be possible %o
postpone officially taking up his duties as Swiss Minister
in Paris for month or six weeks meanwhile keeping
appointment secret, He replied he would discuss matter
with his Government, aB

Evening of February 20 I took liberty of discussing
#ifle question informally with Vaz_-ger_; French Chargé
dBAffaires at Bern)who goncurred that Burckhardt's

y A2
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negotiating with Inmlar J.n behalf of political deportees
and oiv:n aotlu.mu appmrad or groutel' urgency than
hJ;L;uing nmudiata],y to Pa.r:l.s. Vergar &gyaed to talre
this up informally with Swiss. and-wan-of opinion thet
@rench Govermment would have no serious objection to
Burckhardt*postponing hig godig: to Paris 4 to 6 weeks,

On FPebruary 22 news of B's appointment wag
published in Swiss press, B now informs me that this
was due t0 indiseretion of certain French journalists,

I inmmediately eentastsd B who stated that he
had .sent word to Himmler reiterating his desire to see
latter, B further informed me that Swise Govermment had
agreed Yo postpomment of 4 weeks in his going to Paris,
It is therefore to. be hoped that B will still be able
to earry through this most mporta_'.ft migsion to Germany,

2 Shall meturelly keep you. posted-om devalppments,

HARRTS ON
RDMoC,
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From: Departmant Date: February 23, 2 p.m., 1945 o
a
N O 804 iy
oL .
Code: WRB ; Received: February 24, B a.nm. p
D
*
—— WREB No. 417. For deClelland.
Legation's 1088 February 18, ;
Fleage cable whe ther Schutzhaertllnge include -
3

ii persons actively engaged in labor for Germany and y
whether the national groupe to which ICRC parcels !

are to be sent oumprise or exeludas Jews of the

| respective nationalities.

GREW ACTING

In duplicate to filea
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To: Department Date: February

No: 1201
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TELEGRAM
From: D
$ ate: '
Department 4 February 23, midnight, 1945
N No:
819
Code: «RB Received: - :
¥ebruary 24, 9 p.m.
The cable below to Haurrison and MoClelland from
Departiuient and War Refugee Bouard is WRB 416.
*. :he Tollowing is text uf memorandum of Exeoutive
. Jirector of War Refugee Board which wus unanimously approved
at Board meeting Februsry 20: ¥y g
[
.
"lemorandum to Jecrastary Stettinius, Secretary L
} lorgantheu, Seoretary Stimson. !
+ =1
: . b
} Our best informatlon indicates that while the 3
i enemy has ebandoned wholesale extermination of detalneses 1
4 large numbers of t! phyasically unfit are now in imm
danger of death due to starvetion, exposure and o
deliberate neglect. 'he aptual numbers are unkown and 2
ere believed to be chenging deily. .
Food mediecines and clothing must be distributed Ui
to such detalnees at once if their lives are to be saved.|s
They should be removed if possible to safety in S
Switzerland without unnecessary delay. c
Lt ' 2
lhe International Red Cross is our only means of =
direct contact with the camps. Operations ocan best I
be conducted from Switzerland. =
The Wer Refugee Beard is requested to authorize 3
its representuative to obtain the necessary cooperation O
o' the ITNC =nnd the Swiss Covernment. ey
e WRB is further requested to approve that the =
fad
’ necessery food, medicines, transportation equipment be A
11 r - ~ ¥ ) a
! || made aveilable to the IRC by the Swiss Government
» {| ageinst ocur promlse of repayusent or replenishment after
\! the war. It 1s understood that private funds e&re
available for the necessary financlng.
(8igned) Willieam O, Dweayy, Executive Direotor
A approved
4 r‘
B




Jh

(819)

approved: (Signed) Joseph C. Grew Acting Secretary
of State (Slgned) H. lorgenthau Jr., 3ecretury of
Treasury (Signed) Henry L. Stimson Secretary of War",

You will note thut the program envisages (1) furnishing

food and other relief through the IRC to physically unfit
tunagsimilated detalnees who are within enemy controlled
territory and (2] Thelr removal by 1
Switzerland as soon as possible.

the IRC to safety in

The executive director of the Board plans to go to

iwitzerland in the near future in connection with the fore-
golng program,
the following lmmediately:

In the meantime you are requested to do

(1) Explore the aveilability in Switzerlasnd of
food and other relief supplies as well as transportation
equipment. Ilense advise the Board and Depurtuent at
once whether rellef trucks are permitted to move from
Switzerland to German controlled are as and return to
Switzerland for reloading of supplies;

(2) Approsch Intercross with & view to obtafining
thelr consent to deliver the rellef supplies ln enemy
territory and to organize and effectuate the removal
of detainees to Switzerland.

(3) If Gurrie Mission concurs please approach
the Swlss Government for the purpose of obtaining its
consent (A) to make available to Intercross now the
necessary supplies and equipment for the foregoing
relief and evacuation program and (B) to admit all
detainees who reach Swiss borders and house and nain-
taln them under guard until we are ab%;_bo arrange for
their evecuation to Allied territory. | You may assure
the Swiss that this Covernuent will arrange for the
replenishment from the outside of all supplles made
dveilable by the Swiss for thls purpose and compensation
for use of equipment. Please report €ll developsents to
Department and Board.

"

FREW ACTING

In duplicate to files
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TELSGRAY PRCETVED —
Prosy  SROSTATE TaASHDNoTGN Date; Fobrmry 24, 1948
lo 86
Oofle; olear Received; Feb. 26, 1945 4™ o
e
SUTECT ; . Messege from imgroas "ashington for N ;
Angrose Cenova '
myp = 4
B 12
ANERICAN CCOHSUL GENEVA o i
86 Twentyfourth far Ameross HoDonald quote SW1168 seo Intorgross eadbls

1479 %o Intercrose Wash ingtn only you Jemes und Inlerercee ¢an gauge the
interna} transportatiom plecure hovever the corfusion of Jamuary and first
half February mey well be followed by a reriod of roromized rolative
calm during which Gepmany's morel obligaticn to eooperate by itsolf fure
nishing tremsportdtion shonld not be relinquished too uicldly and overy
effort should be made by the Cemamse o sustain the good transpart record
of the past four years beaides mojected rall shuitle servise to Moosburg
eould not the Germnn rilroed mthorities also furmeh severul solid traim

to shuttle to other centers in Cermany provided of course that railway

(NG
g
S

conditions percit through traffie them anything dons on truchk angle (proe
vided spproved by Simef) at terminal mil points with Gemsn Americen

Canadian Swiss or Swedish autotrucks will effectively insreass redius of

ﬂ- “py T,
L

distribution suggest you redntein telephonie commmiestion with Mislar
who hee ideas for utilization of sutotrucks from Sweden although we realise

Intercross must have diaeretion in pooling shiments where clrcumstances

require end must reet wvarious unusual situstions as they arise our primary
responsibility ie still to provide for imericens as nearly es possible

wekly food mroels the large program of alliied relief which we have

—— o — ——
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strongly supparted with supplies from this sids has clmys been predicted
on the abowe poliey and we would hope would not rebound to the Getrinmt
of our prim vars our immuteble goal is o$1ll to sarry out the full paggran
of rellef if pessible for both American and Allied priscners the speslal

trensport roserve Is ovailable for any meesurea talen to sghieve this end =
Amgross unquoto =
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of Amoross, Geneva, (see his 6116 for
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Communigué No 263 b

(:::) Geneva, February 26, 1945

PRESIDENCY OF THE INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE OF THE RED CROSS

M. Carl J, Burckhardt, who has been appointed Swiss
Minister in Parils, will unfortunately bve unable, for the =

duration of hls mission, to carry out hils duties as Prosident
of the International Committee of the Red Cross in Geneva. ¢
Professor Max Huber has in consequence expressed his willingness
to act, in a temporary capaclty, as President of the Committes.

MM. Jacgques Cheneviére and Albert Lombard have been
elected Vice-Presldents.

- WA e AR WCSEY AN HRT D v, e
firg, for diplomatic reasoms, the truck deliveries
to pows must get under way,

In a short gable which I received yesterday
the WRB and Department of State bring up Mr,
"Targle Toea'" questiom: namely, how mamy of the
"Semtshaeftlinge” could be considered as working
for Gernany's war effort, I think we can intere
pret this as working " for the Nazl wapy
machine, such as in Plants, and the like,
You will also note in the VRB's memorendum that
they speak of special relief to ° unassimileted
detaineess,"” Will it be praet possible to
limit relisf to the unfit omly ¥ wonder, It
will boil down to the old question of the "lesser
of two evila:"™ keep people alive with small emounts
of food which certainly will not direetly bemefit
the Cermans at at the same time keep people alive
who are coniribut slightly to the German war
effort, I would vote for keeping them alive,

With best regards and hoping to see¢ you soon,
Cordially yours,

liminery snswer to the cable informing
us of &'&m which I plan o dispateh to the
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LEGATION,

Bern, Pebruary 28, 1945,

Dear Ir, de Selwargenberg:

1 @ enclosing for your infermation a
t to Professor

eopy of a letter which was sen
Purckhmedt this afternoon concerning the desire
gﬁ:&i}w g! State and of the Var
exiraordinary agtion be taken the
IORC, 1f possible, im bohal? of unu-hﬂ.:{od
oivil Gotatuses 1A Germany, I shall hope te be
able to talk this matter over with you as well
a5 soon as I return to Geneva, MNeanwhile I am
anxious that you be "au courant" of this mtter
and special rna':ast. I ant};:zpy %o see that the
¥EB 18 re P on ite " and I-think we
shall get 1 cooperation from them, perticu-
larly - the all important truok gquestion, DBat
first, for diplomatic reasoms, the truck deliveries
to pows must get under way,

In & short cable which I received yesterday
the WiiB and ]'Jepﬁrtme:xt of State bring up Mr,
"Tangle Toes'® question: namely, how many of the
"Semtshasftlinge” could be ouu’idertd as worldng
for Cermany'se war effort, I think we can imtere
pret this as working " for the Fasl war

2 Plants, and the like,
You will alec note in the VRE's memorandum that
they speak of special relief teo ° uuassimilated
detainees,” Will it be pragt posaible to
limit relief to the unfit omly ¥ wonder, It
will bell down to the old question of the "lesser
of two ovils!"™ keep people alive with small emounts
of food which certainly will not direotly bemefit
the Cermans but ai the same time keep people alive
who are oontributinf slightly to the German war
effort, I would vete for keeping them alive,

With best regards and hoping to m_ym soon,
Cordielly yours,

liminery enswer te the cable informing
us of tlhh.&lnh which I plen to dispateh to the
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Born, Pebrumry 28, 1945,

Dear Profescor Durekhardt!

¥ith reference to the Minigter's lettor of
February 16th, us well as to our recent correspondence
and in partiouler to the urgent question of inereased
relief to civil detainees in Cormany, I am pleased to
comminiocate to you the text of a o dential memo~
randum droem up by the Wer Refugee Somrd en Felruary
20th, md submitted to and approved by the Zoting
Secretary of Otate, Mr, Grew, the Secretary of the
Ireasury, Mr, Morgenthm and the Secretary of War, Mr,
;tlixfun. The substance of this memorandum is as
ollown!

"The best informetion available to
the War Refugee Doard indicates that while
the Germans have sbmndoned the wholesale
extermination of eivil detainees large
mmbers of the plysically unfit are now in
imminent dsnger of death due to starvation,
exposure and deliberate neglect, The actual
mmbere are unlmovn and are believed to be

chonging daily,

Food, medecines and clothing must be
distributed to such detainecs at onve if
their lives ere t0 be saved, They should be
removed if possible to safety in Bwitserland
without unneeessary delay,

The International Cormittee of the Red
Cross is our only means of direct oontuot
with the camps and other plates where such
detainecs are loocted, Operations cam best
be conducted from Switgerland,"

You will note that this proposed program en~
viseges (1) the fwrnishing of food end other relief

ough the Internatiomal Red Oross to

e- ! + unasginileted ainees who ore ‘-‘_till
: 0 .‘."'"\ [ed mreas, and : p removal by

the Imternaticnal Dcl-itt::iﬁ;n S :gﬂ;g:x in

Switzerlend as soon as possible,

take the liberty of discussing these two points in

this order,

liminery soswer te the cable informing
us of :ﬁ‘anﬂl whioch I plan to dispatch to the



f‘

In our answer teo W I plan o parti
gtress the wrgent and tragie laek of tramsport equi
and the necevsity of sol this dy making evailable
to the Imternational Committee a ccrtain mmber of motor
trucks - a natter which has bdbeen drawm to the Ver
Refugee Boord's attention on several occasions in the
past and most recently about a week ago, Any plan for
making trucks available to the Intermational Committee
for unassimd i _groupa, however, mist neturally be
coordinate ha wahubility of truoks (end fuel)
for forwarding relief to Allied prisoncrs-of-war, To
this end I om naintaining oclose contact with our
Iegation's Section of American Inmtereste and with Mr,
Jamee of the American Red Cross and am soquainted with
ths latest report of My, Wassmer of your Committee
subnmitted to our Legotion this morming, As you are
awsre this matter, particularly the question of ebtaining
fuel from American Army sources in Narceille for the
eperation of trucks, is being activoly examined with
our military mrthorities in France, And it is my wnder-
standing that Mr, James is retwning thie ovening from
a visit to Paris where he has alse discussed this
mroblem,

It 18 at the same time my imtention %o rec ommend
%o the Ter lefugee 3Joard that a mmall mmber of trucks
(a mumber which might best be set at a certuin percentage
of those svaileble for priscners-of-war, for instance
§% or 1 truck for each 20) be made L!TE‘.iiL\"JlQ to the
International Commititee for the tramspert of relief
supplies to civil detainses |( Scmtghiiftlings”) ag

~0 that is, for the use

o oy n 4'Assistance Special,®
rntzrrnt':m for the "Division des Secours.," fdow soon
these trucks een be made available for unagsimilated
detainces depends partly on how rapidly c truck delivery
pohome for priseners-of-wer ccn be Mt into cperation
and pertly upom the inpistence with which the Wer Refugee
doard in ‘sshington pursues the matter, It also naturally
deponds on developments inside Germany &3 _ro;_;a:rd faci-
1ities of circulation and accessibility ol concentration
gamps or other groups of édivil detainees,




(3)

In conmeotion with the stion of
;runh- inte the of at-?." m.;u
Jﬂﬁ' Board d rmaech 0013t Imowing whether

of the Imterma Cemmittee will be permitted
to move from Switserland into Germamy cmrrying lies
for eivil detaimees and return et certain to
“witperland for reloading,

Thy this letter I have taken for granted
thet the 1 _anncomttuumprmuﬁuum
to undertake this proposed extraordinary delivery of
relief sapplies to unassimilated groups in Cermany
Porhapey however, I am jJumping to too large a conclusion
and I would therefore weloeme, in the light of the
desire of the Department of 8fate and of the War Refugee
Boaxd that the oomsent in prineiple of the Imbernstional
Committee be obtained for such a speaial amy an
expresslion of your opinion on this score, I ve' never-
tlﬁ}ega, no reason to doubt what the Committee's answer
w 1 a.

__You will have noted that the Dapmtr:m; of Btete
and the War Refugee Board, under point (2}, make another
proposal concerning the feasibility of which I am lese
certa In their memorandum to the Secretaries of
State adiry and War, the Board expresses the hope
that ‘Ehn Igternationsl dﬂlﬁi‘ttel of the Red Cross will
be able to organise r 1 £ ) to safety
in Switserles of physieally eivil detalnees, At
the present time the German authorities, at least to

ny kmowledge, have not - outeide of the Musgy affair -
expressed or implied a willingness to release civil
detainees unsuited for laber, although such a turn of
events in view of the psychoicgic;l confusion reigning
in Germany is certainly mot to be excluded, mot %o
speak of the intermal tramsport and food ;-;:['t:uation,
Obtaining such an agreement from the German mthorities
has a most close and important comnection with your
projected interview with H, without whose consemt such
removal would doubtless be imposaible, The Department
of State and the Ver Refugee Board therefore have the
greastest interest in your plamned miseiom and would
welocome information oconcerning amy further developments
in regard to this matter which you might feel you could
commniocete to them, It is their feeling that a requost
for the release of oivil detainees unfit for work {which
would certainly have a greater chance of success than
asking for persons capable of physical lsbor) should

be made in any negotiations with H, and the German
Govermant ,

The purely Swiss aspect of the aocgeptance on
Swiss territory of such oivil detainees ?_Lap.lu they be
released by the Germans will naturally at the appropriste
time be made the subject of special diplematic represen-
tations on the part of our Govermment to the Government
of Switserland asccompanied by the necessary prarantees
concerning meintenamce und evacuetion, ! :

In olosing allow me to thank you warmly 50}'\50}_@1
fronk and sincere letter of February Scnd, frﬁf»__;';{;-_{ud
was very happy to learn that your Govermment M i
to grant you four weeks grace to aBable yom 20
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mot:lng you.io:glh.} ““?—ttl‘{:'mgt‘:m partioulsrly eriti-
noment importan g of ruming the Intere
national Coamittoe of the Red Oross, .

If 1% is sgreeable %o you I shall teke the liberty
of o t0. persomally discuss with you the various
points this letter at the end of this week
¥hes I sm bagk in Gemova, ¥ould some time in the gourse
of Jaturday next be convenlent 7 I should be most

pecintive if perhaps your seoretary could eall and
1ot me dmow, If not, them possidly we cam make 1%

Mondny, Mexch Bth,
¥ith kind persongl regards, I am

Very sincerely yours,

Rogwell D, HoClelland
Special Assdistant So
the imerican Minister,

Profesacr Osyl J, Durekhards
Progident of the Imt ernational
Committes of the Red Cross,
Hbtel Métropole, G en o Vv e,
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