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with goovu INCK Snoulo g9% U WHMCES uoouvIway Uy
Saturday snd 10 more pnext week although geographic area
still sceessible is rapidly shrinking, Regards to

1]

you both, " 3
HARRISON ﬁ

RDMoC, E,;
£

In duplicate to files J

Accounts: Belief shipments into Germany,
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TELEGRAM SENT

To: AmBmbassy, P Date:  April 4; 1945 2
3 aji No.: _' f E
! Code: CIEAR Charged to: k
. ero Fona r
! US_URGERT

’ Sor Katgki and Marmm of War Refugee Board from

HeClelland,
"mhe load of 30 tires was delivered by our

a4 7 e b ”'T 2°%18

D HOd o

army to Swiss border of Pontarlier-les Verrieres
already on April 2 and IRC has made arrangements to
pick them up, French customs' "receveur” at lLes
Ven'ieres., howaver; is making difficulties and refuses

to liberate load until he recelves clearance from

-t

Paris, Will you kindly contact Pradervent of IRC in
Paris immedistely and ask him request competent French

ministry wire or telephone ingtructions to les (‘
Verrieres to release tires to IRC,
With good Iluck should get 6 trucks underway by
Saturday and 10 more next weelt although geographic area
still aceessible is rapidly ghrinking, Regards %o

you both,"
HARRISON
RIMcC,

In duplicate to files
Copy in ®A

Acoounts: Relief shipments into Germany,
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Ahaes (Ckee- WHE Ruoghas

Department Q;b \ Date: April 5, 1945, 6 p.m.

No: 1981 k

P Charged to:

For WRE from MCClelland.
refsrence Department's 998, WRB's 438, of March 9.

CRC plans to use thirty tires and tubes recently
ased to Committee by SHAEF G-4 in
e Swiss trucks. Such trucks, !
ly, gasoline driv
unobtainable in

ngly now arisen of

: NeVer,
suitable

g Urgent

=

i
leum firm of "FPetro
fifteen tons

gs, however, re

autho 8 Lo

from Swiss stocks
sed ICR These

bl use in

Legation, is

ona takk car

e 0il sdvanced
our and British

to 1 provisions concerning

iC in rmany t
sle to Committee for pri
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To:

Code:

=%

TELEGRAM SENT

Department Date:

April 5, 1945, 7 p.m.
No: 1982 (1059 to London)

(}‘a Charged to:

|
[#e

0;.1""‘

For Department, FEA and WHB.

Reference Department's 998, WRB's 438 March 9,

and the Legation's 1971 April 5, from McClelland for

RE.
In wviev urgency case as outlined Department's
reference telegram, Legation has exceptionally authorized
3V eliver on tankear Lesel o0il to ICRC for ause in

tr ransporting supplies for prisoners of war camps

from stock of diesel oll of American origin
held in Spain by Autotransit but which object of special

control measures exacted by BEW and MEW when imported

in 1942 Iritis egation 1} concurred and so advised
o L [ J. }, r‘J 1 'P.
Repeated to London as Legation's 1059,

HARRISON
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COMITE INTERNATIONAL DE LA CROIX-ROUGE j
I
AGENCE CENTRALE DES PRISONNIERS DE GUERRE
Rappeler dans la réponse :
oo s o Bl f O G b/ Bo0 -G8 GENEVE, April 5th, 1945.
Télsphone 4 23 05 TS fHL Palals du Consell-Général
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED :
2ELEORAN RECEIVED b
" From: SECSTATE WASHINGTON Date: April 5, 1948
D No. 142
Code: clear Received: April 9, 1946

SUBJECT: Message for Amoross Genesva
from Amoross Washington

NLT
ANMERICAN CONSUL GENEVA

142 Fifth for Amoross James quote 5% 1214 your 792 will
? send 50 trucks certain medioines and other urgent cargo
by army transport to Mediterranean balance miseellansous |
cargo will be sent to Toulon on Dunant Caritas two may 3 r f
be released for one projected trip after Sven Salen has | r
definitely left Goteborg for Philadelphia - Amoross

unquote = lese

ACHESON ACTING
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J ocoples to klir., James
1 copy to Am. Leg. Bern
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From:

Code:

]CAﬁc-'u"

TELEGRAM RECEIVED A .

Embasay, London (Date:  appil 6, § p.m., 1945
0
L 106
WRB Received: ,ppy1 7, 11 a.m.

|

For MocClelland and Katzki from Mann.

Recelved your 297 of April 6 shortly before
leaving for London. I took up matter with Pradervant
who assured me that he would see that appropriate
inetructions were sent to French customs recevesur
at Pontarlier-Les Verridres durling course of the
day.

Please repeat to me in London communications

gent to Washington concerning progress of feeding

program.

WINART

In duplicate to files

re

m

e
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TELEGRAM SENT
To: Department 6 Date: April li; 1946

No: I 9
’

code: R Charged to:

\_ t n\: 74

F

u

For O'Dwyer of WRB from MoClellend,

Arrangements with ICRC for securing trucks te
transport WRB food parcels into Germany for civil
detainees are shaping up as follows!

6 Renalt trucks will be availaeble for loading
morning April 9 anmd should depart on April 10, ICRC's
Division of Speecial Assistence still hopes send them to
Berlin-Imebeck-Hamburg area to relieve rapidly worsening
condition of detainees in concemtration camps ef
Oranienburg, Ravensbruesk and Hemburg=-Neuengeome, I
it proves impessible to dispatch trucks this area they
will be sent Munich region and east,

Prospects are good getiing 4 to 6 more Renmmlts
moving by April 13,

These French trucks, although new, all required
slight overhemmling, painting with ICRC insignia, ete,
which has delayed their une,

With tires =end diesel-oil procured fer ICRC by
Boerd's efforts, Committee hopes make at least 4 more
$rucks esvaileble also next week for cur preogram,

Since it is quite possible tpmt only areas of
Munieh and to east and nerth-sast will be accessible
in future it is plamned to direst relief shipments
by truck msinly te these regions taking in camps eof
Dachea, lanisberg am Iech, Flossenburg end Memthemsen
near Idng, ineluding emergency relief to evacuated
deportees on reads, These shipments wonld be apart
from any thet might go to Inebeck area,

WUl CUlpRDIE eguismE, Lie ne serait pas di-

gne de cette Suisse qui se dit charitable —
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¥ ARSI CASE FILE '
(2)
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Recent newa from Germany indiestes that almost all
internal telephone and telegraph communicstions are
disrupted so that individual camp commanders are pro-
gressively more isolated, Idttle or ne centraliged S8
control therefore appears 40 exist whioch may tend %o
precinde any generel, last mimte extermimation of large
groups of civil detaineces,

ICRC reported this aftermoom that ICRC truck convoy
sarrying 300 French women and small children, presumably
eivil detainees, is expected to arrive at Kreuzlingem
tomorrow, BExast area or camp from which these persons
come is sbill unimown,

Herbert Katzki arrived thie affernoon, April 6
from Poris and will actively work with me on these WRB
progrems,

A1l further significant developments in situation
will be reported to Board,

HARRISON
RDioC,
In duplicate to files
Copy in FA

Acoounts: Relief to persons in Germen oscupied areas,

WU CuMPaDe eguisme. Lie e Se rain pas di-
gne de cetle Suisse ani se dit charitable —
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TELEGRAM SENT
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To: Dep artment Dats April 6, 1945

No:

Code: D .rr;«»,? Charged to:
= ]

CA

Tt B

US URGENT

FINIGM LTIV 0 j{m_;f)

For 0'"Dwyer of WRB frem MeOlelland,
Immediately fellowing your telephone eall I

contacted IORC regarding pessible need for repacking _ f

| 206,000 Amecross pow parcels whose release to ICRC

for WEB programs in Germsny you have just obtained, | |

ICRC states that under present conditions of
distribution in Germeny it will definitely mo®
(repeat not) Le necessary te repack these parcels,

They ean be used as they are with exception of :
possible blaclking-out of markings, chenging I ‘ess
labelling, ete, all of which cam be doms locally,

These pareels w:I.ll; thera:[’ors; be almost immediately

aveilable for cur WRB relief shipments,

EDMoC,

In duplicate to files I
Copy in A "

Acgounts: Relief shipments to German occupied arena,

"??
HARRISON :_‘%'
3
)

| . 7

B R

M UM LULPALIE CRUISIDE. e e SErdil pas di-
gne de cette Suisse aui se dit charitable —
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To:

Code: -

TELEGRAM SENT

Department Date:

S No: 20

2045

April 7, 1945

Charged to:

Yor 0'Dwyer of WEB from MoClelland,
Additional to Iegation's 1988, April 6, regarding
IORC's Divisien of BSpecial Assistence's plans for
trucking relief to oivil detainees in Germany,
5 Benault trucks, instead of 6, now scheduled leave
Switgerland April 9 for Inebeck ¢arrying 16 tons relief
goods and gasoline, This convoy, if feasible, will
offlosd supplies at Bergem=Belsen en route, ICRC plans
have these trucks remain and work out of Inebeck distributing
WEB parcels,shipped over from Goeteborg,to concentrations
of detainees at Ravemsbrueck and Hamburg-Neuengemme, ICRC
i{s mow checldng with Goeteborg on mumber of WEB parcels
already at Imebeck all of which Committee hopes be able
distribute ares in guestion within ceming three weeks,
Present stress on Inebeck-Hamburg area 1s motivated by
ICRO's fear that this region may soem be cut off, Committee
is accerdingly auxious send in more relief and means of
trensport to distribute it before it is too late,
4 more Renaults, with capacity ef 3200 kiles easch,
scheduled depart April 12 or 13 for Dachsm, They will
also remain this area to distribute parcels to large mumber
of smaller camps administered from Dachem,
JCEC further counts on being able ship within next
10 days by rail to new ICRC depot at Ravensburg, between
Swiss border and Munich, balamoe of approximately 50,000
WRB parcels remaining in Switgerland, Flan is then to move
these parcels on by truck as rapidly as possible to
accessible ommps near Mumich and to east and north-east
thereof mentioned in my 1988, This trucking

be done

will

Wbl Cubpauie exuisine. LI ne serdil pas di-
gne de cette Suisse qui se dit charitable — ‘
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@  with 11 more Renmmlts which ICRC's DSA is due to receive
week after next, total agreed being 20, They will be
operated by gasoline released to ICRC by SHAEF for WRB

} programs first tenkcar load of which is already en route

L from Marseille to Geneva,

i Our 50 tires and tubes have arrived and first advance

of diesel 0il (legetion's 1981, April 5) will be made %o

IORC today, Herbert Eatgki is now in Geneve sccelerating

! arrangements with ICEC to make at least 4 more trucks

evailable farWRB shipments on basis tires and o0il,

I0RC informs me that in addition to above-mentioned
trucks a emall convoy of 5 woodburning Swiss trucks
belonging to commercial 4ransport concern of Braendli in
Bagel will leave Switgmerland next week in effort to get
through to Danemerk 40 repatriate Bwiss citigens there,
Braendli has agreed transport 10 tome of relief goods to
women's concentration camp of Revensbrueck for ICRC,

The 4 trucks which Sternbuch was fortunately able to
rent (Legation's 1740, Mavrch 23) left Switgerland on
Mereh 28 with ICEC assistance but headed for Theresienstadt
rether then Bergen-Belsen as previously reported,

HARRISON
RDMoC ,

In duplicate to files
Copy in PFA,

Accounts: Relief shipments into German-ogcupied areas,

Yo M,

Ul cUMpauie ERUISINE. LIE DE Serall pas di-
gne de cette Suisse oui se dit charitable —
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TELEGB:&-M REC EIVED

} o

DEPARTMEN®. __Datd: April 9, 1945, T p.nm.
No: 1392
f r_\
WRB [{;14) Received:
US URGENT

The following for MeClelland is WRB 430.

Reference your HNo.
versation of April 6.

1988 and our telephone con-

War Department has agreed to sell Board 206,000
United States prisoner of war parcels now in Switzer-
land, on condition that these parcels are repackaged
bafore delivery by Intercross and that they will be
delivered only to concexntration camps, War Dapartment
has requested American Red Cross to earmark these
206,000 parcels for transfer to War Refugee Board under
arrangements being worked out between War Department
and the Board.

Board must know at once (repeat at once) whether
you can obtain new containers in Switzerland for
repacking. If so, can repacking be done in Sufficient
time and in sufficient quantities to utilize all trans-
portation facilities imcluding trucks available for
Board relisf sup;liess. Board would be unable to arrange
for delivery in Switzerland of containers shipped from
United States for many weeks.

In the meantime, in view of your No. 2009 of
April 6, Board will bring to attention of War Depart-
ment that Intercross is of opimion that these parcels
could be used as they are with exception of blacking
out of markings changing lable.

' SPTEPTINIUS

Tgs

© cRUISINE, LIE [1E SErdil pas di-

u i Ludpain L
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Communigué No 272 b

Geneva, April 9, 1945

FIRST REPATRIATION OF FRENCH AND GERMAN CIVILIAN TNTERNEES

The International Commlttee of the Red Cross, who are
constantly pursu’ ig thelr efforts for repatriation of the
civilian prisoners detained by the belligerents, recently
succeedsd, through the understanding attitude of the
Govermments concerned, in securing liberation of a certaln
number of French clvillan deportees in Germany, and of German

civiliens detained by the French authorities, These ars, in

2

particular, women, children, elderly people and slchk.
A fleet of Red Cross motor trucks which had taken

food to Allied prisoners of war in Germany 1s at pregsent on

Py

1ts way to the German-Swlss frontier bringing about 350 French

women and children who will be repatriated via Switzerland,
Furthermore, a train 1s expected any moment at the

Pranco-Swiss border bringing from France several hundred German

eivilian internees who will also be sent home via Swlss

territory. i g
. < # Frangbiijche Flitchthmge
y - . "
Premier rapatriement d'internés civils . s ans Stalien
francais et allemands 7 = Shiafio, 10. Yyril, (@sPrivatiel) vor.

Le (.'u;rmh' indernational de la Croix-Rouge, qui mittaq Mt im o nationalen B Ehtatto
ponrsuit inlassablement ses demarches en Vie de au@ Ntalien ein fden
faire raputrier les prisopniers civils ddienus par achn  Magen beitehe
les belligérants, vient d'obtenir, grace d la com- Sinatsbahnen ein

préhension des gouvernements Intéresses, la libé-
Fation d'un certaln nombre de civils francuis dé-
portds en Allemagne ¢t de civils allemands ddte-
nus par les auloritds “frangaises N sagit notam-
ment de femmes, enfants, vieillards ef maludes.

Un convoi de camions du Comilé international,
qui avail apporté des vivres anx prisonniers de
guerre allids en Allemagne, s¢ dirige en o mo-~ fall w
mend vers la frontidre germafio-suisse, {ranspor- nalen Re
tani environ 350 [emmes el enlanis francais qul per  {dmoeise
regagneront lear patrie par la Suiisse b i

Plautre part, on attend arrivée immirenie @ lo 8
frontiére franco-svisse dun train amenant de
France guelques cemtaines dinfernes civils alle
monds gui seronf également rapatrids 4 (ravirs
le ferritoire suisse.

fenulen

te
tte

rifd

peimal mweiterceijen el

; g le Loul, Une soiuon de ce genre se-
rait par trop simpliste. Elle 1émoignerait
d'un coupable égoisme. Elle ne seralt pas di-
gne de cetle Suisse aqui se dit charitable —
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’ X cinem Songentrationslager bei Gotha ?

dm Hauptquariice der amerilonijdhen 3, Wemes, (F
0. fpril. (Mrited Preft) Die amerifonifden Teoppen,
bie i ber Umgebung von Gotha ein grofed dents
fdped Rongentrationdlager befepten, beranitaiteten eine ’ =
Bejichitigung ded Lagers. um den . ahmingslofen” Beuts =
e Jivilrften qe geigen, wie bie S, 5. weheiofe Be.
fangene behanbelt, Ym Derlanf von nue fedis Monaten
waren i diefein fMlopzentrationdélager 4000 polis
tifrhe Befangene, meift Nuffen, Polen. Tfde.
chent und deutfhe Juden, himperidhiet. yju Tobde ge
mavtert ober dhed) lntererndbrung langfam ge-
thtet roorben, Wiele Leidien lagen nody hetum, und
| onely bie Folters b Mordinfirumente waren von ben
| Dentfdien guriidgelafien worden, ald fie fid) bov ben I
fenell hevanriidenden Mmerifonern preiicdziehen mufe
ten, n vielen Leidien waren bie Spuren ber Foltee |
rungen beutlidy fidytbar =X b

- —swespapen rauuigen  beim  erften 2
fontaft mit jdroebtidien Hehorden der pringis
piclle Audmetfungébeidyluf mitgeteilt
werdben. Eie follen dann in Sammeltrandpor.
ten nady beutfdwenm ober bon Deutfdhland befets:
tem Gebiet gefllict werben. aud) wenn bdiefe
Gebiete bereitd  alliferten Refepunagdbehdrben
unterftelen. Mur wenn Kricqgshandlungen ftatts |
finben. follen fie fo fange interniert werden, bisd ’
bie Durchfihrung der Audweifung wieber mbg. |
lidy ift. Deferteure weeden inleentert und nad |
Beendiguny ber Feinbdicligfeiten audgewicien |

Audy Flichtlinge oug Danemarl wbd
Mocwegen werden grund
fen. jqunadijt aber follen fie

werden. Latrioten e E
bie dianifdjanoviveqtidien i 15
Sdyweden fogleid %
Rollabovationiften aber '_
jent @eiimden geflilc 4 ‘
Pefreiung Tanemarf torioeqend 4 =
n biefer Landet dorligen Vehdrben | B
ben. | 1
er Juftiyminijter wird dem Neidjstag ein = Is
neuwed Aublanderge]ed qur Legalifiering - &
! biefer PBeidhliifie vorlegen. Jum befleren S Bl
| ber 4600 Rilomeier [angen {dpoedifdien Qanded ®
grengen gegen fliditlinge jollen judem. jliegende
]‘i=nli\(lL'ntnmiucu eingejet rwerden. I ress

unt prises en vue de cette éyentualité. I"Hu:i
l'ont sans doute envisagee. On veul espérer
qu'elles ne se borneront pas a considérer ex-
clusivement Uintérét suisse, mais qu'elles
obéiront, en cette circonstance, aux commar-
dements élémentaires du sentiment humain.
Nous avons des devoirs envers nous-memes.
Nous eén avons surtout vis-d-vis d'autrui,
c'est-d-dire des innombrahles victimes inno-
centes de cette guerre.

En l'occurence, deux dangers nous mena-
cent. D'une part, si un flot de réfugiés se
présentait 4 la frontiere et si un contrdle ser-
ré s'avérait impossible, il ne serait pas ex-
chi que des éléments indésirables se mélent
& ceux qui sont dignes d'étre aidés et sau-
vés. [Nautre part, les précautions d'ordre sa-
nitaire me pourrajent plus €lre prises :iurnu
maniére absolument efficace et les épidémies
qiti mous ont ¢té épargnées jusquiici pour-
raient faire d'atroces ravages. Si 'on songe
i ces dangers ¢t uniguement & eux, une fer-
meture hermétique de la frontiére simpose-
rait.

Malgré tout, une solution de ce genre se-
| * rait par trop simpliste. Elle témoignerait
| d'un coupable égoisme. Elle ne serall pas di-
ene de cette Suisse aui se dit charitable —
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To: Nr, Moulellarld---\‘ April 9, 1945. ' t
. 3 :t
From: . Tai l
b o Mr it @ |
TR 'y i
n i '
Dear Mr, MocClelland: _ a
y e -
. 4 =
I enclose, for your information, & paraphrase Ll :
» r
2 4 X 4 - 1]
copy of a telegram dated April 5 which has been b =
received from our Embassy at Paris. 3 <.
P [
=
Bl T -
Enclosure | = 0
=h :
Copy of telegram, | a
] I:" F |
¥
ress
43
I
B
s
te Dopt 1-1178 . ¥
MAR 1219 i
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&4 Directeur ds |y /Division
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Telegram from Ameriocen Embassy, Paris, dated April 5, 1945.

(Peraphrase)

The following is the substance of a memorandum
dated April 2, from SHAEF G-2 to ileber conceming
transportation of prisoner of war supplies inslde
Germany:

"Oonfirming your conversation with Major General
Barker this morning, the following is the situation
with regards to available transportation for the move-
ment of Hed Cross supplies to United Watioms prisoners
of war in Germany:

"There are at present in Switzerland or operating
out of Switgzerlend into Germemy 50 two and one-half
ton 6 ¥ 6 American Red Cross trucks, 50 one &nd one-
half ton Csnedian Red CUross trucks, 100 two and one-
half ton 6 x 6 United States Army trucks and 50 six
ton French trucks.

"The Swiss Federal HKailwaus have placed at the
disposal of the International Committee of the Hed
Cross for operation inside Germany 50 Swiss freight
cars., The Frenoh Government has placed at the dis-
position of the ICRC 300 Prench frelght cars. The
Belgisn Government has placed for disposition of the
ICRC 175 Belgian freight oars.

"The Intemational Committee of the Red Cross has
obtained 18 Germer motor trucks which are operating
out of ILubeck.

"phe British Hed Cross has purchased in Sweden 50
motor lorries which have been placed at the disposition
of the ICRC for early shipment to Iubeck. The American
Hed Cross has purchased from the US Army and is shipping
to Sweden for re-shipment to Lubeck 50 two and one-half
6 x 6 trucks.

"The FPrench Government is sending to
rext week an additional 50 six ton trucks
American Hed Cross has purchased from the
shipment to Bwitzerlend via Toulon 50 two

Switzerland

and the

US Army for

and one=-half

ton

&Directeur de 1y /Division
drAssistance Spéciale
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ton 6 x 6 trucks.

"This will give the International lied Cross Con-
mittee a total of 468 motor trucks for operation in- 5
gide Germeny and 525 railway freight cars for shipments

into Germany from Switzerland. ]:-; ox
k v i =
"n sddition during the first 12 days of Maroh, s
1945, 40 CGerman freight cars carried 500 tons of relief t -4
| supplies into Germany from Switzerland end T4 German %;g l!n
| freight cars carried 1208 1lbs. of relief supplies from 0 E:
Lubeck to camps in Germeny. % W
1= &
"Gnentity in tons of Red Lross supplies available kg u
for movement into Germany are 83 followa: Toulon 15,000j ty "*‘
Goteborg 27,6005 Switgerland 80,000; Lisbon 15,000; ] oy
Lubeck 4,480; Barcelona 6,500; Marseille 12,000; total 3 |
163,580 tons." g2 L1
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Accounts: Relief deliveries to CGerman cocupled &areas,

Directeur de la /Division
d'Assislance Spéclale
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T T O T from Germeny,
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TELEGRAM SENT

To: Department (Q¥ Date: April 10, 1945
No:
Code: | et Z Charged to:

For WEB from McClelland,

Department's 1392, WEB's 490, April 9 and
Iegation's 2009, April 6,

TCRC's Division Special Assistance informs me
4% will be materially possible (containers are obtainable)
repackage these pow parcels in Switgerland if this is
considered sbsolutely necessary by our Wer Department
but it will be a time-consuming end expensive procesa,
Repackaging could begin in 4 to 6 days et a Thythm of
from 2 o0 3000 parcels per day and at minimum cost of
1 Swiss franc per parcel, Working space to repeckuge
more than 3000 parcels per day is exceedingly difficult
%o obtain immediately,

Output of 5000 parcels per day would be sufficient
utilize trucks likely to be available +0 our program
but insufficient to make use of railroad car space we
should receive within next ten days on ICRC blocked
trains to depot at Ravemsburg,

If ICRC can satisfactorily demonsirate (if War
Department considers this technically possible) that
identity of origin these parcels ean be destroyed will
1% permit War Department to waive repackaging condition 7

HARRISON
REDNoC,

In duplicate to filea
Copy in FA

Accounts: Relief deliveries 40 German occupied areas,

Directe

d'Assislance opécCiale
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TELEGRAM SENT

To: Department @ Data: April 11, 1948 4 p.nm.

No: 5131

Code: ol Charged to:

iq 48]

Por O'Dwyer of WRB from MoClelland,
‘ Legation's 1988, April 6

10 Renamlt trucks 1eft Geneva &t 5 am today

and will proceed via Ersuglingen with Imebeck as
final destinatien, O of them were loaded with
19 tons food L‘:n-nela; 2 with gasoline and 2
with repsir parts, tools, eic, and team of
mechanics, Food will probably Dbe offloaded
at comcentration camps of Orsniemburg and
Ravensbrueck and trucks will go on %0 Insbeck
4o remain sud work in this ares,

There are excellent prospects that b

more Remamults will be ready to depart end

this week for Dachau,

Will keep you currently informed,
HARRISOH

RDMoC,

In duplicate to files
Copy in W

Accounte ! Relief deliveries to detainees in
Germen ogcupled aress,

Difecteur de Ia

d'Assislan
e Speciale
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Rappeler dans |a réponse ;

ool perie L3y 0285 ZR/00 G.iksec. GENEVE, Mpril 11th, 1945.
Taldphana 4 23 o5 JES/HL Palals du Consell-Général
Télsg. “INTERCROIXROUGE

Waktol T WEE s ffachmi»;—
o Ol 18 4

o | e
Mr. RoswBll p, MeClelland s

Special Agssistant to the American Minister
Legation of the Uniteq States of America,

BERUNE

Dear Mr. McClelland, I.

May T give you the number of WRB-parcels still
avallable at Goetheborg:

| WRB normal Kosher 2
1 — SN o =
l s.‘“-_l}Jl.'D(‘l“.-t 185,004 39’324 :
handed over
5¢3.45 to Hamburg 10,800 to Worla
| 16. 3. 45 Jewlsh Congress
| to Hamburg-Neuengamme 10,800
|
to Ravensbriek 9,600
to Lilbeck (excgggggjs) 13,200 o/« bky400

There therefore remain , , . . e 140,604

We have given instructions to Goetheborg to have
these 140,604 parcels shipped as far as Libeck, whence they
will be distributed by the 6 Renault-trucks sent there for
that purpose.

Sincerel‘y YOUT'S, Pgur le Comité Internatis
o a Crols Houge:

§ ¢ ¢ £
& Dfrecteur de In Divislon

@'Assisiance Speéciale

By B 1§ oL ¢

uo



-

TELEGRAM SENT

o, g 2
M -Q.ﬂ 'a ‘!‘ .g &
: 1:388 139 TR T S
a + o E g oo o M K H
~ OTHF ¢ g ’!‘,Eﬂgﬂn a
o 1Eigg L7 £ SEPEEREE
a mfg E X g 52873 Ae_ b
" > il f a
A :
- Communiqué No 273 b
((}![, Genova, April 1%, 1945

4 from Germany

es repatriate

a party of French women,

in Geneve,
French women had

( French 4y1l Deporte
oom

at 20.30 p.
e main station

on April 10, .
numbering 289, arrived at tr goming
ne German frontler, Thesd

B
8 from Kreuzlingen at 1l
5 peen internmed at the concentration camp of Ravensbriick, Germany. \
g‘ The Ipternational committee of the Red Cross are puralng\

their negotiations with the French and German guthorities end |
- trust that this first train of repatrilates will bs followed
= ahortly by others. Tt is also hoped that transport facilities

w11l allow this repatriation

Committee's disposal W

to be continued on & yvider scale.

placed abt the

of clvil deportees

-
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TELEGRAM SENT

To: Department Date: April 11, 1948, 3 p.m.
@ No: 130
Code: —:"p . Charged to:

For WRB from MoClelland,

Legatien's 1988, April 6,

The truck eomvoy earrying Prench women end children
from concentration camp of Havensbrueck referrsd to in
our 1988 finally arrived in Kremglingen, Switserland
night of April 10 with 299 persons sfter having been | s
delayed about 3 days in Hof for lack of gesoline which ;' = B
had %o be semt by ICEC from Switgerland, = §

Approximately 490 German eivilians taken, I under-
stand in Alsace, and largely women, children and eld
pecple were exchanged fer the Fremeh, German greup £
whish had been in Annemasse since Saturday, Xpril 7
also passed through Switgerland yesterday, Actual
exchange has therefore talen pPlace,

Iiberation these French detsinces accordingly did
not constitute much of a eoncession on part of Germans,
dccording to Musy, after Hitler's vete of amy such relesse
and exit from Germany ef ciwvil detainees, S8 had merely
Permitted this exit of women from Ravensbrueek in order
to save face of IORC and praserve working relationship,

Baghmarm of ICRC (Burckhardt's assistamt) was
negotiating sgain with “Auswaertigesamt" pecple in
Konstans en April 10 with view to worldng out details of
contimied relesse or exchange of similar groupa,
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HARRISON

RDliecC,

In duplicate to files ‘ ‘
Copy in BA il S
Aggounts: Release of detainees from Germeny,
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- AW Communigqué No 275 b E g

Gonova, April 12, 1945

FRENCH MOTCR-TRUCKS FOR PRISONERS OF WAR AND CIVIL INTERNEES
IND GERMANY

Tn view of present difficulties wlth rogard to

transportation by rall, and in order to ensureo the supply of
gtuf

food-stuffs to Allied prisoners of war and civll intornees in
Germany, the International Committee of the Red Cross have for

gomz time pach boon making arrangements for conveyanco of
supplies by road. Fleets of motor-"wrucks, travelling under the ’
i

wya o
.- —

of the Committee's delegates and driven by Swiss
chauffeurs, are belng dispatched from Geneva towards reglonal
whencs tha stores are carrled

gupervislon

distributing centres ln Germany,
to tha verlous camps.

Soms two hundred motor-truciks having already been
committes’s dlsposal by the Allied authorlties,

placed at the
s been supplemanted ot the beginning of

this park of vehicles ha
April by two further convoys comprising ninety-two three and a

half ton trucks, whlch have been contributed by the French

Ministry for Frlsoners of war, Refugees
The French trucks were driven

and Deportees,
fprom Parls to the Swiss
taken over by the

frontier by French chauffeurs and there
Commit tee and lodged

Transports Department of the International

in speclal garages in Geneve. Here they were painted whlte all

over and received markings in the 8
The French trucks were thereupon
clvil detainees

hape of the Geneva Red Cross

and the Swiss Federal Cross.

irmediately put in service for the repatriation of
tion of relief stores to the

ﬁ in Germany anrd for the transporta
prisoner camps.
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The following for MeClelland is WRB 496,

The Danish Legation here has called to the
attention of the War Refugae Board the plight of
some five thousand Danish patriots who, following
the occupation of Denmark by Germany were removed
to certain concentration camps and prisons in
German controlled territory and who, because of
their unassimilated status are in need of food.
Where it is possible you are o make arrangements
with Intercross for ths forwarding of parcels for
the WRB stockpiles to these patriots who are
interned in the following places, some of which are
known or thought to be liberated:

A Congentration camps. Buchenwald,/Weimar; )

1 Sachsenhausen,-Oranlienburg B/Berlin; Neuengamae,

|  Berndorf B/Hamburg;(Oswieciz (Auschwitz), Poland;
[ Stutthof B/Dangig;/ Sangerhausen, Gsrmany; Flossenburg
‘aber Floss, B/Weiden, Oberpfslag; Theresiemstadt,
Postbauschowitz, B.N,; Raveansbruck B/Furstenburg,
Neckqjvjurgrollwald, Hiederroden B/Darmstadt.

BUWO o TLVHINEONOD HOd SITIVIUNVI *0*H*I B*F¥I8

‘ B Prisons. Reibargsr B/Butzmow, Meckl.; Neu
Munster, Holstein; Gorden, Winterfeldalle 22, Branden-
B/Havel; Waldheim, Sachsen; Lucken, Halle, Niederroden, :
Berlin, Hamburg, Koslin, Kiel, Breslau, Stettin, Schwerin, N
Rendsburg, Suhlbuttel, Hagen; Ruhr Gebiet, Frenzlau,
Bochum.

STETTINIUS
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Q TELEGRAM RECEIVED

From: DEPARTMENT Date: April 12, 1945, 7 p.m.
Na¥ 249y
Code: ; :
b e WHB Reosived: April 13’ 5 p.m,
@ Letayed VIRB L2 /5 TOM |
{ For Action
knswerad
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The following for MoClelland is WRB 496.

-

The Danish Legation here has called to the
attention of the War Refugee Board the plight of
some Tive thousand Danish patriots who, following
the ocoupation of Desnmark by Germany were removed
to certain concentration camps and prisons in
Gearman controlled territory and who, becauss of
their unassimilated status are in need of food.
Where it is possible you are to make arrangemsnts
with Intercross for the forwarding of parcels for
the WHB stockpiles to these patriots who are
interned in the following places, some of which are
known or thought to be liberated:

(P BT
2/

2

)

-~

\ A Concentration camps. (Buchenwald/Weimar;)

| ©Sachsenhausen,~Oranienburg B/Berlin; Neuengamme,

| Berndorf B/Hamburg;(Oswieciz (Auschwitz), Poland;

J [Stutthof B/Danzig;) Sangerhausen, Gsrmany; Flossenburg

v uber Floss, B/Weiden, Oberpfslaz; Theresienstadt,
Postbauschowitz, B.H.; Ravemsbruck B/Purstenburg,
Neckqjvjurgrollwald, Niederroden B/Darmstadt.

BOWD oI VEINTONDD HOE SEOVOVL *O0°H" I g°¥18

o

. B Prisons. Reiberger B/Butzow, Meokl.; Neu

Munster, Holstein; Gordea, Winterfeldalle 22, Branden:
B/Havel; Waldheim, Sachsen; Lucken, Halle, Niedsrroden,
Berlin, Hamburg, Koslin, Kiel, Breslau, Stettin, Schwerin,
Rendsburg, Suhlbuttel, Hagen; Fuhr Gebiet, Frenzlau,
Bochum,
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Letter to Schwargenbe r&ﬁ_‘" -L‘.", ~ RDMcC, £ "'_
TELEGRAM RECEIVED
"From: ﬁ?pLPtmeﬂﬁ,!. 1V,12.48 Date: iprll 18, 4.p 2]
No: 1430
Code: WRB 5 Received: April 13, 8 a.m.

TRUE READING

The following for leClelland from O'Dwyer is WRE
497.

Reference Departuentilio. 1392 of April 9 (WRB lNo. 490).

It is elear that there is no alternative but to

repuckj?ge in Switzerland 206000 American Hed Cross

prisoner of wer parcels being purchased by War Refugee
Board. Accordingly you are instpucted to arrange for
repackaging using your discretion as to size and type of
containers,

Advise immediastely as to what sction you take.
Instructions to Amoross reprasentative in Gemeva to
turn over these parcels to Wer Refugee Board uay bes expected

soon.

STETTINIUS
Jjh
In duplicate to files
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Bern, April 13, 1945,

Dear Dr, Scm?arzenberg:

In confirmation of our telephome conversa-
tion of this affernoon I hasten to inform you
that I regeived a wire from the War Refugee Board
this morming on the subject of the 206,000 American
Red Croasg Priscner-of-War Pargels which are
being purchased by the WRB The WED informs me

that aceording to instructions from the War
Department 8 els must b in
Switserland or £ Bsen ] to
detainees in concentration Camps, I should

aocco be most appreciative if you would

take p steps with a view to arganiging .
this repaskaging job which you lindly stated a

few days ago the ernational Committee’s Division
of Speecial Assistamce comla undertake,

Any expemse comnected with either thig ’
Organisation and naturally the repaskaging itoels,
ing 5 000ts of materis) and labor will be
covered by the Way Refagee Board,

I am writing to Mr, James of the Americem
Hed Crosa informing him thet I have received
voerd from the WRB inWashington onnnarnigeth-
release of these 206,000 pew parcels in neay
future to the WRB in Sutﬂ:land_ Iwvill
dingly ask him %o kindly e these pargels
turned over to your service, I shall gak Mr,
James to inform both of Ue &z soon as he recedives
authority to release them from Washington,

Very sincerely yours »

Roswell D, McClelland
Special Aseistant to the Minigter,

Dr, Jean de Sahm-nbarg
In%umtiml Committee of the Rea Crose

Hbtel Métropole n
(Diviedon of Spécial Assistance),

SN W —
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BETNED.. Berm, April 17th, 1945, ’

as you may wish to make of it, = list of the \
300\ Prench women Who passed through Switgerlend |
on April 10th, and 11th, b ¢ l
\
]
i

These women (there were no children in
the convey as previously announced) came from
the women © congentration cemp st Ravensbrilek,
north of Berlin, They were brought to Switzer- |
1emd in & truek cOuVoy which had earlier taken \
pmoner-of-wo.r parcels %0 Torgeamn,

They were apparently picked by 4he Germans |
srom among those womexn considered in relatively !
good health, tut judging from their looks (% ,
were =ll terribly emaciated) those in bad heal ‘
met reslly be in & frightful state, i
this was smply born out by confidential informa- :
tion given by these women 82 +o the insonceivably !
hard conditions in this c%mp. Revensbrick really |
perits the title of a "BO extermination camp"

whioh it has been given in deportee circles,

g
[ ] —
=9
-

v

Tn the interest of not bringing harm to
their fellows gtill remazining these women have
agreed, however, to make 0O publiec gtatenent
whatsoever concerning conditions in the camp,

Very gincerely yours,

Roswell D, MoOlelland
Specinl Assistent to
the Ame rican Minister,

o e

Englosure': 14st of French women recently released b
#rom Ravensbriick, , o)

Br er General Williem O'Dwyer
Precutive Direchor Wer Refugee Board .
Washington 26, Y. %,
m m - ey AaA WK BW
oump There 4
although 10RC camt is no (repest no) gvidemes
imes to negotiate for th.i.l' 5

& -—p
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TO:

[EASE FILE]
TELEGRAM SENT

Department % Date: April 15, 1945, 2 p.m.

l\\r") ik 2175

Sy
Code: “UNNEER WRB Charged to:

For WRE from McCUlelland,

legation's 2130, April 11,

Barekhardt of ICRC called special meeting afterncon
of April 12 comcerning current possibilities evscuste
1Schutzhaeftlinge” from German concentration campa,
Practically specking, after several weeks of ICRC
negetiation with them, Germans appear to be willing
permit exit from Germeny of only (repeat omly) etvil
detainees of French and Belgisn nationality in emchange
for similar groups of Germsn eivilians mow held by
French end Belgians, Germans, however, do not insist
that exchanges be on a head-for-head basis, These
exchanges are to be limitedas previcusly reported, to
women, children and elderly people (over 6B5) of both
sexes, Within these national groupe Germans do not
seent $0 be discriminating against Jews since comvoy of
300 French women (there were no childrem, although this
was originally amnounced) included 7 Jewish women,

Ealtembrumer of 858 informed Dr, Meymr, ICRC delsgate

who accompanied trucks which brought women from
Ravensbrueck, that IORC could evaemate all remaining
French women from this camp as soon as Committee wanted,
There seemed, however, to be omly 300 more French women

actually still in Revemsbrueck whereas last fall (October) [

there were at least 5000, Apart from those who have
dded (certainly 50 pereent) this lesves many lmndreds
unscoounted for who sre probably in work companies
detached from camp, There is no (repeat no) gvidemce,
although ICRC comtimues to negotiate for this, that

—— i ———— ——— -
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Germans will be willing allow evacuation of women
who are being used as labor, In case not enly of
these French women, but of eivil detainees in gemeral,
this probably constitutes majority still alive,

According to sober reports from +these French
women who passed through here from Ravensbrueck
Nagis are pursuing in that camp (and one has every
reason to believe this is true of other similar
groups of “Sclmtghaeftlinge”) a policy of simply
werlking detainees to death, When they are no longer
able to work this lmuman material is literally
discarded,

In light of this information ICRC is now
making special effort to obtain immediately a few
buses from Swiss army to supplement limited mumber
of pow pareel trucks available for such evacuations,
ICRC is slso examining possibility of using bloclked
pow parcel train now at Moosburg fur similar purpose,
Committee has hopes that ocutside of French and
Belgian detainees they may be able %o get some of
other natiomelities on an "ad hoc" basis depending
on attitude of individual camp commanders,

Will keep you informed,

HARRISON
EDMeC,
In duplicate to filee
Copy in HA
Aocountg: Evacuation of detainces from Germany,

svwel meLrvpols, VENeva,
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Bern, April 14th, 1945,

rzenberg!

tter of yesterday regerding the
' the 206,000 Amoross pow parcels

meddn the question of
' The WVEB ptated m
' would leave this to our discretion,

(fore seem to me the simplest %o
\gadn in containers of the geme
mld avoid reshaffling of the coms
ihis peem the beet idea to you 7
i shall rely onymrbnsti:dm
had far more experiemce such

L

This morning I had a televhons call from
a gertain M, Alexendroviteh who identified him-
self o8 & member of the Polish Red Cross
Delegati He stated that they had received
word from lul’oliahhgati-niluhmm
the Wer Refugee Board wag willing to gede a

Having been onoe burned in this question
in the past (amd having received, as yet, no
such instructions from Washingtom) é to1d hin
that our percels were destined for shiiftlinge
in general and mot earmarked in advance for any
one national group, Marther thet the question of
repartition to vardious nationals in the Kle wes
decided on o basis of need by the ICRO's DAS
Ve can talk sbout this in any event next week,
Neamvhile with best regards, I remein

VYery sincerely yours »

Roswell D, MoClelland
Special Assistant to the Minister,

Dr, J, de Schwargenberg
Division of Special Assistance
International Committee of the Red Cross
Hotel Métropole, Ceneva,




Bern, April 14th, 1946,

Dear D, Sehwargenberg!

In my letter of yesterdsy regarding the + M

romkgne of the 206,000 Amoross pow pareels
I forget to memfiidei the question of M
of The WVEB gtated

wire w leave this to our diseretion, ' E
It would therefore seem to me the lest to i b
male them wup again in containers of the s=me ! :
gizme, This would avoid reshfiffling of the con=~ t
tenta, Does this seem the best idea to you ? 15 B
In any event I ghall rely on your best ] b
since you heve had far more pxperience such f_',
matters than T have, i i f
|

This morming I had a telephone call frem 2
e gertain M, Alexendrovitch who identified him- 1=
self 4o a member ¢f the Polish Red Cross -
Delegation, He gtated that they had received
word from the Polish Legation in W on that
the Ver Eofugee Board was willing to ¢ a i1
certain contingent of parcels to the Poles for =i
shipment to comcentration camps,

Hav been once burned in this question
in the (end having received, as {et ne
such instructions from Washingtonm) 01d nim
that our parcels were destined for shfiftlinge
in general =nd not earmarked in advance for auy
one national group, Murther that the questiom of
repartition to various nationals in the Kis was
decided on a basis of need by the ICEC's DAS,
Ve can talk about this in any event next week, 5
Mearwhile with best regards, I remain

Very sincerely yours,

Roswell D, MoClelland
Special Assietant to the Minister,

Dr, J, de Schwargenberg

Division of Specinl Assistance
International Cemmittee of the Red Crose
Hotel Métropole, Gemeva,
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TELEGRAM SENT

To: Mlhgﬂtion, STOCKHOINM Date; April 14, 1945

‘h No:
Code: R =, Charged to:

For Olsen of WEB from NoClellang,

Iegation's 11, April 14,

Intercross here Very disturbed at Possibility
northern bridgehead érea, perhaps inceluding Inebeck
into whieh large mmberg pelitical deportees ang
civil detainees ney be evaeusted by Nagis, being
cut off, In face this eventuality concerning whoge
probebility you are doubtless betier informed than
We are, do you feel it advisable attempt to ehdp o
IRC depot at Inebegk any remainder of 40,000 odd
WEB pareels whieh World Jewish Congresg may neot
have been able send to Bergen-Belsen ? Sugh a
remainder should naturally revert to IRG in any
Gase if Congrems Terresentative hag no further possi-
bility er forwerding parcels to Jewish detainees,

Would appreciste fuy infermation you could
send me coneerning Congregs handling of our barcels
and regerding movement of latter in gemeral from
Gostebarg to Inebeelk,

’

HARRISON
RDNeC,
In duplicate %o Tiles
Copy in

Accounts: Relicr ehipuents to detinees in Germany,

-
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To:

[Easrie ’
TELEGRAM SENT

Department Data:

No : 2189 (11 to Stockholm)

35)

Code; —1.'.TR9 / Charged to:

For WRB from MeClelland,

Iegation's 1765, March 24,

Regarding mumber of WRB parcels still at Goeteborg
and mmber already shipped either to concentration
camps or to Inebeck for later delivery to campa ICRC
supplied me em Apri] 11 with following details:

On March § 10,800 parcels wemt to Hamburg-
Neuengamme $ March 18 dittoj Meych 17 9,600 parcela
to Ravensbrueek; March 17 .15,200 percels to ICRC
depot et Imebeck, Total 44,400

. Original rmmber of parcels at Goeteborg was
224,328,

39,584 VWVEB "EK" parcels were released to WJU
in Sweden, IORC informs me WJU entrusted these parcels
to the ‘Kooperstiva Foerbundet" in Goetebarg for
shipping, :

T™his leaves come 140,604 WVEB parcels still in
Goeteborg, ICRC has instructed its delegate there
to ship these as rapidly as possible to Imebeck for
further distribution by Remamlt truecke now route,

Repeated to Stockholm for Olsem of WRB,

HARRISON
RDicC,
gwm’:igo to files
éggggg;l:lﬂuliof deliveries to Germany (Civil detainecs)

April 13" 19456, 11 a.m,
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Dear Jameg:
received woprg on Aprq) 12th, the
War ° the Boarg

or. Parcely at preg in Switzerlandg n
the W, ent,

turn Tequensted the Amerie ed Crogs to earmark
these for trangfep to the Vear R a

(ne of the fanditions o Wwhiah
Department Was willing 4o Telease thege Parcels
was that they be repatkaged i
:ll:;fgre being S8hipped inte Soncentratyon Campa

W, ?

g
them, intg the campg in Germany,
Vith Xing Persomna] regards s I am
Very Sincerely youry P

Roswell p MoClellang
Special Aseistant ¢o the Minigter,

an Red ﬂroaa
Hotel deg &rsnu,
Cneva,

We now nuve w.-- telephone ve... .-
it opmt‘ th“- As per our
a

nt
you therefore examine W:thlcm for VIB
Paris could line to
P j]_uﬂr release additional gaso
possib

VT T I
SDLL = NDL

B e

st

Y PEDyp

v

o

B ~vasag joro e

S. i m‘*‘"g

gy g

By

o



e

TELEGRAM SENT

To: Department Data: April 17, 1945
©

No:
o

Code: VR (GEEERy Charged to:
U8 Uzrgemt

For 0'Dwyer of WRB from MoClellsnd,

Iegations 2131, April 11

Special convey of 10 Renmmlt trucks rumming on fuel
obtained by WBB and carrying 42,000 kilos relief supplies
ineluding 900 WEB parcels left Geneva § am April 17 for
concentration ecamp of Memthsusen, 25 kilometers cast of
Iing, in former iustriam territory, In view rapid approach
eastern fighting fromt to this large amd very bed camp
ICRC felt extraordinary, last-mimnte effort send im parcels
gshould be made, ZPresence of exitra ICRC persommel there at
this eritical moment might alse afford eppertunity pro-
tective action, Combined camp and penitentiary of Mauthesusen,
which have always been emeng woret in FNagi system, house a
great many Poles, French, Italiens and lesser mubers
immates other nationalities,

4 more Renmults also left Gemeva April 17, travelling
with Mamthgusen convey tut destined for Dachem arez, They
carried 16,000 liters gasoline enly, This fuel will be
placed ICEC's depet and used operate trucks distriluting
relief during coming weeke to camps that region, Parcels,
including WRB's will be shipped in by train according to
resent plan,

10 more Renaults will be assigned to ICEC's DSA

i during next 10 days for carrying relief teo unassimilated

o persona all oategeries,
We now have more trucks evailable through ICEC than
fuel to cperate them, As per our telephene conversation
| from Paris could you therefore examine with War Department
% pessibility releasc additional gaseline to IORO for WRB




o - i - "
M < 5 J
v /
A / ;
ash Pk FIN A
,-,‘_'{'4- P &
1 : “ A ——
&y - F
17 §

(2)

| Programs during this final emergency period, Our present
i . quota is 2000 gallons weekly, Could this be inereased to
3000 or more 7 This fuel for WRB in Switgerland comes up
from Delta Bage Section, Commnications Zons rlong with
that supplied ICRC for pow relief,
Please let us Imow about this Tuel question as soon
&g possible,

o ]
=

._b 4
HARRISON ]
RIMeC —
In @uplicate to files !;:‘
Copy in FA o
Apcounts: Relief to civil detainees in Germany, o
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From:

Code:

TELEGRAM RECEIVED

Departuent Date: ,ppi3 17, 6 p.m.,1945
3 No: 1484
o Received: April 18, 2 p.a.

The following for deClelland is WRB 501,

" Greek Wer Relier Assoclation here upon receipt of a
report from R.vhelua, delegation R. Hellenique, 1278/xs/4.
#A., Geneva, has called the attention or the Board to the
Plight of 320 ¢ivilian nationalg who are detained by the
German Government, According to our information these
Feople could be reeched with Supplies by Intereross.
Cousa;uently, you are instructed to advise Interoross to
divert when and where Possible from War Refugee Board
8tocks, parcels in sufficient quantlity to meet the needs

of these Greek nationals along with the nationals of other

United Unations who are in an unassimilated category.
STETTINIUS

Jh

In duplicate to files
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3 LAUSANNE P
UNE VILENIE DE M. NICOLE
On nows mande de Berne ; b
Dans sa Voir ocuvr t o
auit une campagne ten "
tre M. Carl Burck polre nouveau | |
rainistre & Par Alors qu'il est de noto- 1
riélé publique que ceétte désignation a étd
des plug favorablement accueillies & Pa- l
ris, le fahrer poplsme né rougit pas |
d'éerire des ch tellas que celles-cl @ | 1
«La rappel des fails concernant la po- | |
litiqua suivie par ce personnage a Danizig |
ot mprés Dantzig a fait un tel | |
dans les miligux tauchant de prés su gou- | |
vernement franca que ¢o dernier dut 1
envisager le retrait de son agriément a la ',
nomination dont il s'agit On songea bl |
alors. dans les milie nementanx | |
suisses, A s0 servir, \ plus, du | |
paravent de la ( | |
geag M. Burckhare | i
en aitendant que | I -
gfps, on fasse ! | |
ment indispensable ay siég -': |
Rouge et nera son remplacant. E
de lIa feuille de M. | |
plus, sont en absalua | - l
a vérite, i
» du gouvernement 1 1
ulle que M continue de v
pper certs arches en quall
de représentant du Com internation ’
de 1a Croit-Rouge. De ces démarches, dont y
il est sful & pouvolr peut-itre assurer le
suceds, dépend 16 sart de plusieurs cental-
nes de milliere de citoyens frangajs, De
cela, le grand humanitaire gu'est M, Ni-
cole =e moque éperdument, mals non pas
s chef du gousernement francala et le
Conseil fédéral sulese qui a consent] A
laisser un ceriain délaj & son représentant
& Paris.
Bien loin de chercher dy cdté de la Croix-
Rouge 1'altbi suquel M. Nicole feint de
croire, 1o Département politique fédéral
préférerait de beaucoup qu'il * fit immé-
diatement possible & M. Burckhardt de
gagner son poste ce qui permefiralt de
reconefituer au complet notre lgation de
Paris. Les considérations auxqualles nous
venons de falre allugion l'ont seules
dans ce sens, Nous crovons savoir que
celte situation préfudiciable aux Intérdis
sulsses les plus immediats i€ non pas
& certains inféréts supérieurs ne s& pro-
Jongera pog au deld du déhut mai
D'lei 1A, édviderument. M. Nieale en
core le lemps de faire de 0 atie
chez la portibre et de g'ingénier & nuire &
son pays 1.8 4
|
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Nous sommes en mesure de préciser com-

Me suit nos précédentes informations con-
cernant la nomination du presque ministre
[ Burckhardt 3 Paris: e rappel des faits con-
cermant la politique suivie par ce personna-
8¢ 3 Dantzig et apris Dantzig a fait un tel
scandale dans les milieux to
au gouvernement frangais, que ce dernier
dut envisager le retrait de son agrément 3
la nomination dont il s'agit. Le gouverne-
ment suissc en a été averti ct il a demandé
iU gouvernement frangais d’agir, en cette
circonstance, avec la plus grande discrétion,
Elle est rigourcusement observée par le gou-
vernement frangais. On songea alors, dans |

|

uchant de pres rCroix-Rnu;c. et

Dans 1a diplomatie suisse

les milieux gouvernementaux suisses, i se
servir, une fois de plus, du paravent de la
_roix-Rouge, et I'on chargea M. Burckharde
de nouvelles missions en attendant que, les
choses s'étant tassées, on fasse connaitre qu'il
est décidément indispensable au sicge de la
Pon désignera son rempla-
gant. Les «postulants > ne manquent pas.
On parle de Malche, d’Adrien ou Paul La-
chenal et méme du Brésilien Henry Vallot-
ton, Il semble toutefois que I'on préférerait
réserver ce dernier comme futur ambassa-
deur 3 Varsovie, ot il ferait merveille 4 titre
de liquidateur de la succession Paderewsky.
Attendons |

/" Un démenti officiel

BERNE, 18 — On communique de source

officielle :
Dans son numére

en Frar

information

Carl Burck

et en gurait averti le /I -

17 avril
informa

est inventée de toutes
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Letter to Schwargenbex of ICRC, April 20 - RDMeC

ThH:

Code:

-
————y

P i g
'CASE FlLE | T

TELEGRAM SENT

Department @ Date April 18, 1945, 5 p.n.
No: 2253

WEB _ Charged to:

For WVEB from MeClellemd,

Departnment’s 1457, WRB's 496, April 12,

With referemce to Danish legation's understandeble
concern for welfare Danish detainees in Germen camps
end to similar requests for specific aid roceived here
from other national groups (Poles, for instance) it
mst be pointed out tat present degree of nsed of
virtually all (repeat all) immates of concemtraticn
campa in Germany is so grest that ICRC'g relief program
for them through which cur WEB pareels are distributed
can anly be carried out on a strictly impartial end
hmmnmmmbuhormdinunﬁmmmpuﬁphm.
of detention still accessible, Insofar as eny earmarking
at all is posaible ocur WRB parcels go to those detainees
who either have no govermment or whose govermments or
national red cross eocieties have not been able malke
supplies avajlable to ICRO for their natiomals, Prench
and Belgimms, for example, have supplied ICRC with
large foodstocks for their depertees so thet WRB parcels
are not needed for them,

Distrilutions {0 camps are now all collective,
parcels being generally apportiomed out to various
national groups within each esmp according to their
sige through their mam of confidence end physicism,

Camp infirmeries are always served first,

Please inform Dames that WEB parcels have elready
gone in memy cases and will go to their people in proportion
to their need in all places mentioned your 1437 which are
gtill accessible to ICRC deliveries

In duplicete to files > LAIRISOoN
RINeC .
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From: Uspar

Cods: ymn

here
from
have
have
many
l:':‘
ar a

to th

Jaw

~imentT Date: APpril 18, 1945,
g No : 1501
" Received: April 19, 1 p
I'k following for MeClelland is WRB 505.
2ference our 1457 of April 12, Danish lepation

has advised Foard of a recently received telegram
Stockholm to the effect that German authorities

agreed to remove all Danish and Norweglian prisoners who
heretofore been held in camps in various places in Ger-
to one single camp which will be supervised by Swedish

representatives. Costa Lundin, Ilrector Prisonar of

etivities for Swedish YMCA, says that removal of prisoners|®

is camp is already in proggess. This information is

passed on to you for your information in order to implement
the Board's request in 1437 of April 12.

STETTINIUS

In duplicate
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COMITE INTERNATIONAL DE LA CROIX-ROUGE

AGENCE CENTRALE DES PRISONNIERS DE GUERRE

Rappeler dans |a réponse:
G.44/Sec. G.85 ceneve, April 18th, 1945.

Chibg tsux 1. 5527 T
hu;:-.:n:o:u o5 JES/HL Palals du Consell-Général

Télbg. “INTERCROIXROUGE"

Dear Mr. MeClelland,

Just a word to tell you for your information
that all WRB-parcels which still remained in Goeteborg
have been shipped to Liibeck by the §8-Magdalena on

gpril 1l6th.

Sincerely yours,

y

[

{
L2

Mr. Roswell D. McClelland

gpecial assistant %o the American Minister
Legation of the United states of America,
BERNE

B
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letter to Schwarzenberg of ICRC Apr, 19 e o 7 "“‘"- /ﬂ/_J/;"ii—
{Copies to Ketolkd pofamende g« o v P
TELEGRAM RECEIVED
From: pepartment \::;) Date: April 18, 4 p.w.,1945
No: 1493
Code: wgrp Tr Received: April 19, 6 =.m.
_ =
u 1 f_
— a

U3 URGENT
The Tollowing for MeClelland is WRB 503,

Trensfer of 206,000 Unlted States prisoner of war
percels to Wer Refugee Bosrd from war Department has now
been sffected. War Departuent has requested Auerican Red
Cross to lold these pareoels for the Wer Refugee Board and P
to dispose of them in accordance with direections of War Refuges i
Boerd, subject to followlng conditions: :

"(A} That such food parcels will be distributed
solely In concentration caimps supervised by the
International Red Cross Committee in acocordance with
existing practices;

(B} That all such food parcels will be repsckaged
in ponteiners not bearing eny reference to the United
States Aruy or to prisoners of war before being intro-
duced into, or distributed in, Germany."

HBourd Has requested Amcross to make available the “
206,000 parcels to you as War Refugee BDoard representeative, %
You are instructed to arrange at once for repackaging .

in agcordence witl
Departuent.

bhe condltions specified by the lar

Flease advise (1) when Ameross makes peckeges available
to you, (2) when repaockeging has eomsenced, and (2) when
Intercross starts sending these percels to German concentra-
tion camps. FPlease report weekly to Board the nunber of
Board parcels which have gome forward and the numbe
remaining in Switzerlund.

STETTINIUS
Jh
In duplicate to files
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Bern, April 19, 1945,

Dear Jimmie:

Please find attached the copy of a
letter I just sddressed to Schwarzenberg
which gives the substomce of a wire I jeceived
today from the War Refugee Board in Washington,
I felt 1t most desiradble that you be kept
fully informed of this question,

Persanally I am begimning o wondex
whether we will really ever be able to use
any of these parcels for the concentration
camps, considering the rapidity with which
military events are moving, In any event
I shall take the liberty of getting in touch
with you on Moenday, if this is convenient for
yau; to telk over this guestiom,

Very sincerely yours,

Fremeis B, James, Eag,
Represemtative of the American Red Oross
Hotel des Bergues,

Geneva,
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, TELEGRAM SENT "' “syos, %

To: Department Date: April 19, 1945, 4 p.nm.
No: 2271
Code: VES inmm 0"\. Charged to:
US _URGE

For 0'"Dwyer of WRB from McClelland,

legation's 2151, April 11,

ICRC reports that the 6 Renmmlt trudka carrying
food paroels which left Swiss border at Ereuslingen on
April 15 for Imebeck ran inmto and were stopped by Allied [
advence st unspecified point in Germsmy, Pradervamd, '
ICRC delegate from Paris is now attempting te extricate
then end was reportedly flown to spot by ocur military ,
muthorities, It is not Imown whether he has been success- n
ful in redispatching trucks to Imebeck. This may be |
militarily impospible since they would have to cross
fighting line although trucks were under IORC colors amd
ineignia,

It wonld be most desirsble for these trucks to be
able proceed to Imebeck as they are omly omes avallable
for distriuting VEB parcels to civil detainees in that
grea, Any agsistance Boayd might lend in this matter
through whatever chamels you deem appropriate would be
of grect value,
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COMITE INTERNATIONAL DE LA CROIX-ROUGE

= el : { Weeld e Bashane/, ) =

Dear Ir, de Schwarsenberg:

Bern, April 19, 1945,

¥ith reference to our telephone conversation of
this aftermoom I em pleased to gend you the mabstance
of o telegram which came in from the WAB this aftermocm
an the subject of the 206,000 pow parcels which are %0
be Trele o us,

It is as followmi
wpransfer of 206,000 US pow parcels &o WRB
fron VWer Dept. has now been offected, Wi Dept.
has requested Amoross to hold these pereels fox
the WEB and to digpose of them in eccexdsnse
with directions of WD, subject to following

oonditions:
a) That cuch food parcels will be ted
solely in concentration coups by the

Internationsl Committee of the Red Orose ia
acpordanse with existing practices;

b) Thet a1l such food parvels will be
: , mmmmlumm)w
any reforenoe 4o the US or-to
of wer defore being imtroduced 0, Or
digtributed in, Gexrmany,

fhe Amcross hes been to make the
206,000 poreels avedlable you ap WEB e~
presentutive, You ore arTange
at onoe for c in acecordmoe with the
conditions specified by the Wexr Dept,

Please advise us (1) vfn?n Amcross Rukeo
percels available %0 \'w. (2) when repeckeging
has commenced, mnd (3 vhen Intereross sturts
panding these parcels to German oconcentration
m Flease report weekly t0 Doard the

of WRB parvels whigh have gone foxward
and the mumber remudning in gwitserland,”

I hope we shall heve ocoasion on Mondsy next to talk

’ this matter of parcels over, I am memmhile sending &
eopy of this letter to Herbert Katsld,

e~ Very sincerely yours,
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%, COMITE INTERNATIONAL DE LA CROIX-ROUGE
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From:

Code:

1 L » f A
- A | =N
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JELEGRAM RECEIVED /77 7%

Stockholm Date: anp4] 19, 4 p.m., 1946
: No: ls
{

teataigsmes. /)  Received: apr) 20, 9 a.m

For Mollelland from Olsen.
Heference Bern's 12 of April 14.

Approximately half of 40,000 WRB food parcels
have already been shipped to Luebeck under ausplces
of Swedish Red Cross. “ransportation arrangem=nts
have been difficult and ultimate dellvery to destin-
ation increasingly uncertalin, but we have consldered
it amdvisable to shilp parcels as rapldly and whensver
possible on the basis that IAC delegate at Luebeck
gcould hold parcels there if further transportation
ie impossible. We would appreciale your reaction
to the question of whether it would not be a good
1den to ship to Luebeck, under the same baeis, as
many as possible of the other 200,000 odd parcels
held at Gothenburg.

World Jewlsh Congress appears to be doing a
fairly good Job in getting the parcels under way
congldering the great difficultles of transportation.
#e have experienced some difficulty in making 1t clear
to WJU that the 40,000 parcels are WRB property rather
than WJC property, particularly with regard to thelr
proposal that the balance of these parcels should be
held in Sweden as a reserve of Kosher food for use
of the Rabbinical and religlous groups as goon as
they are liberated.

JOHNSON

In duplicate to flles
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COMITE INTERNATIONAL DE LA CROIX-ROUGE
AGENCE CENTRALE DES PRISONNIERS DE GUERRE
Rappeler duns In réponse
AV ENIEV s 20 rril 1945,
Chéques postaus |. 5527 ZA/00 GENEVI le 2 avri 4
Tiléphone & 1 06 F o/ Y1 ‘nlais du Conseil-Ganéral
Télég. “INTERCROIXROUGE" 1
14 20 13 2
ey " o /

d dlsposition du W.R.

Monsieur, |
NHous avor 1'honneur d'accuser récept tres
des 15 et 14 avril | pris bonne note de iong
en ce quli concerne les 000 colis "Ameross". e infor«
mation nous vous sighalons qu'll nous sera possible de faire re-

colis "Ameross" en guestlon dans
ational la Croix-Rouge
avec vos suggestions qu'll serailt

conditionner les
du Comité intern
d'accord

i
ontenu et 1le polds de ces colls solent i1dentiques aux |
= = 1L
colls 1is en question ne contenalent |
3 s ferons le nécessalre pour en v

laocusés

un du reconditionnement,

"
tres o

1gés de blen vouloir nous
les nouvelles informations q
s au sujet de 1a mise 4 disposition

vous ire s

4 Yenéve ¢

pPu av

ie ces

¢ polis réclamés pour l=s prisonniers
3 it i1 y a quelques temps
Crolx-Rouge folonalse que no
W.R.B. les personnas polonal
lea peraonnes d'autres nat

la

colls

titre gue éa,
Monsieur, l'expression de notre
consider
s
U 7
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Dear Dy, Sc.hwarnn.ber;:

I Teceived g wire today from the War
Refugee Board jn Vashingtop stating thet the
8h tiom in ), Uniteqd States hag
1y been Informeg 2 wire frop Stockholm
erman

Bu-n, April 20th, 1945,

g ah
*e Thig Camp will de under the

~J o
Supervision ef re Sentativeg of the Swedian
af? Iandin

O, %, 0o Dir is
of War ooTk for the Swedief A states inat
the remowm; of civiy detaineeg o thig camp

ady in 8,

Hawe yon Ver regeiveg Precise infoyms.
tion concerning the creat:lon&:g‘ ®aeh & speeia]

t
Lever anything very detaued.

The WRB bag been especially 4pPDproached by
the Danign Legation in Washingtom Singe the latter
is Bi'tiauarhddngm ofIhxving Tood barcelg
aenz o epo ees sent g pranl.lnxz,
;‘;gb to {'harém that the ICRe Could not .mhutk

Darce or 8pecial nationg) &roups
that 8 trulldafgnatit along wity detainesy or
other uatiunalitiea,

I womla 8Ppreciate Tecelving in.rormzation
you might have cnnce!'ning mch g ::gdia Camp

Very ninoerely yours,

Rogwell D, MaClellan
Speein] Assiotant to the N.i.ni:xter,
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Bern, April 20th, 1945,

Dear Dr, Schwarszenberg:

Just a few lines to thank you smd
your sedrgtary (as well as her ®@lleagues) fop.
kindly sending me the copios of the list of
{French women liberated rron"’ﬂarensbrﬁok.

Have you redeived any further news
of the second truck econvoy of women which
wES ammounced as en route T lLet us hope the
poor thinge get through although one wonders
bhow it will really be possible with prosent
road and traneport condi tions in Germany,

I ehall hope t0 have the Pleasure of
& short talk with Jou at the firet of the

week ,
Very sincerely yours,

Ropwell D, NeClellsnd
Special Agsistant to the ¥ind step,

Dr, Jean de Solmarsenberg
Division of Speoisl Aseistance
Internationsl Committee of the Red Oross

B8tel Nétropole, Genevya.

T === pasus iors de celles—oi,
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Am

elican [f-gfmcn_
‘eme, Suisse,
S Aprij 24,
: : — ;

& o i s :-;
°g, mjlmdually Tesponls
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RMo/RC Le 24 avril 1945

Fote pour 1a Division DghsS

Concerna i camp de Lendsberg am Lech.-
Date de 1la visite : 18 = 19 avril 1945

Effectif s 12,000 Israélites litimaniens, polonais, allemands,
autrichiens, hongrois, quelques
frangaises et belges par mariage,
un suisse.

Le groupe de camps de Lgmdsberg Kanfering est un
camp secondaire dépendant de Dacham, ol sont concentrés tous
les Israslites. Ce camp secondaire comprend Ini-méms T
kommardos de trevell, auxquels des colis de médicements ont
&té distribuée par nos soins. Trois kommandos ne font pas
tros borne impression et il ne nous a pas 6té poasible de
pénétrer dans le camp méme, mais seulement & 1'infirmerie,
Trois antres kommandos gemblent offrir des conditions de vie
un peu meilleures,

Gnant su dernier kommando, le Lager V Turkheim,
compremnant 2,000 et quelques personmss, dont 1,100 femmes
arrvivées récement, est un tris bon camp et tout & falt excap-
tiomel grice 2 1'attitude humanitaire de som commandant,
qui est Sergent-ilajor des Waffen S8, Jrai ét4 autorisé 2
visiter entidrement ce kommando, en compagnie du commandant
et seul également. I1 m'a 16 poasible de m'entretenir aveo
wn trés grand nombre de détemms, qui gont tous en trds bomne
panté et trds bien nourris, & 1'exception du dernier transport ds
1,000 femnes environ, arrivé il y a wne dizaine de jourse
Celles.ei flont 1'objet de tyeitements spéoianx en vue de guérir
les cediémes de la faim dont la plupart sont atteintes,

Le tut de mon retour & Uendve est de chercher des
médicaments pour les quelques cas de fidvre typhoIde et fypms
eRanthématique dans ce kommando, ainsl que des vivres en général
pour Landsberg, oty il m'a 6té permis de procéder personnellenent
aux distributions et de prendre des pldos lors de celles-cis
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Remarqua,- Iors des entretiens que j'al eus sans témoin
avec les déterms du kommando de Turkhseim, 1a plus grands
partie des détemus m'ont fait part de lewr intention de demander
aux Alliés de ne pas considérer leur commandant comme criminsl
de guerre, étant domné gue celui-ci s'était toujours comportd
de fagon humanitaire avec eux et avait fait tout son poasible
pour leur éviter des tranasferts dans d'autres camps ol les oconditions
et le traitement sont mauvais. Lors d'un entretien que j'ai
eu avec ce commandent (UnterfUhrer Hoffmann), celui-ci m'a
informé que 8'il ne recevait aucun ordre d'évacuer le camp, 11
avait 1'intention de rester avec les gardiens pour remettre les
déterms muax autorités d'occupation lors de leur arrivée,

R, Moynisf
Délégud du C.I1.C.H. en Allemagne,
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TELEGRAM SENT (10)

Department Date: April 25, 1945, 11 aq
No: 2421
WEB Charged to:

decision discontime a13 shipments of food parcelg

from Switgerland te Germany, German territory Mg of
Swiss border has now become military operations gone
which from technieal Point of view mekes 1% impossible
Tor moment to 8end either trucks or block trains via
this route, Principal ICRC diapatohing point for
German-bouna shipments is at Krauzlingen, now definitely
excluded as point of departure, ICRC'g Present
decision was also motivated by danger t¢ life and 1imy
incurred by Personme} travelling through sugh EGnes of

rersonnel already having been injured through bombardment
and aerial attack, 4g g result of thig decision several
convoyg tranaporting WEB parcels and other supplies
destined for concentration Camps have been held at
Kreuzlimgan and Genews Pending ﬁwelopemants in the
transport uituation,

We urged ICRC to explore all Poseibilities for
di-patoh:l.ug trucks by other routes than those heretofore
used but now insooesaihle. At a conference with
Burekhardt on April 24 he informed us that single other
possible route tw through mch--kldkirch-hndeok and
from thence northward ig under consideration, As this
road runs directly through réduit and 4n addition may
be impassible due to snow at Arlberg paasg this possi-
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bility requires further exploration, We are meanwhile

‘April 18, Amorose representative in Geneva has now received

aotively mursuing matter of WRB parecel shipments with
ICRC in order take advantage of any opportunity relies
supplies to civil detainees which may remain,

With reference to Department's 1493, WRB's 503,

instructions from Washington to release to WRB in Swit-
serland 206 »000 pow parcels purchased by Board from War
Department for our Prograns, Should developements make
it impossible for IORC +o contime contreclled Eickpemres
== deliveries of parcels to civil detainees in Germany
1% may be necessary to Teconsider use to which these new
WVEB parcels will be put,
ICRC has informed us that because of limited
facilities and backlog of other Tréepackaging requirements
they will not be able to begin repackaging these WRB
parcels for at least 3 weeks, This will provide period £
¥o observe developments, Meamwhile we would welcome =
any suggestions you might wish to make, B
Since March 23 ICRC hag shipped from WRB stocks in
Switgerland approximately 16,790 parcels destined for
Thsresienstadt, Viemna area and camp of Landasberg am
Iech, In eddition substantial relief supplies furnished
ICRO's DSA by JDC, Union OSE end Sternbuch's organigation
have been shipped lergely as a result of Tuel obtained
through Board's efforts,
In view of confused transport situation in Germeny
ICRC has not yet been able inform us how much of this
will arrive at its destination,

eberi

TERALIRG Mﬁvﬂua? ‘w ‘
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HARRISON
EDMoC,
In duplicate to files
COopy in PA — i

Accounts: Relief shipments to detainees in Germany,
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Cthtonces fatm ¢ e &
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To: Department Date: April 26, 1945, noon e
No: 2425
Code : WEB Charged to:

&
For 0'Dwyer of WRm from Katski and MoClelland, t
£ colums of trucks comprising 28 vehicles »
SrTived in Switserland om Apri: 23 and 24 bring 5

bei ldns, 4 third eolumn trmxnrtl.ng similar groups

@lso consisting of 14 trucks is awaited, Total [t
mmber of persans involved this movement ig between b |
800 and 900, Hedonotu-yethmamdataih =
regarding the mmber of ocur rrotégés who might be la -
inclnaed’:utahallinfarmyma--omumrthqr E
details are known, I3

I

HARRYS ON !

EDMoC ,
In duplieste to files
Copy in FaA
Aogountg: ::::111 of detainees from Germen-ocoupicd :
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Code:

[CASE FILE]

TELEGRAM SENT

S’
Departoemnt Date: April ‘.','5’ 1945, . p.
No: 2426
EB Charged to:

For 0'Duwyer of WRB from Katszki and MeClelland
Legation's 2871, April 19,

ICRC informed us thet the 6 Renault trucks
dispatched to Inebeck where it was Planmed they
would remain for distribution of WRB parcels will
now unfortunately have to return to Switmerland
due to developments in military situationm,

ICRC plans request permission from the French
ailitary authorities now cantrolling German
territory along Swiss border to allow Inebeck and
other trucks pass northward through their scme
0 resume food deliveries in Germsny to stild
accesgible camps,

HARRIS ON
RDeC,

In duplicate to files
Copy in FA

Accouty: Relief deliveries to detainees in Germany,
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{e= i § : Comruniqué No, 281 b

G Geneva, April 26, 1945,
‘ oA

Repatriation of Belgian, Dutch and French Civil Detainees, *

According to a report published in Swilss newspapers,

some of the I'rench women repatriated by means of the motor- g E
trucks sent out by the International Comulttes of the Red Cross . k
are alleged to have furnished, on tbiir arrival in Switzerland 5 e
on April 24, Information of & military character concerning the ;1 L
present situation in Germany, = I

The International Committee desire to stress the in-
accurdcy of this report, which 1s founded on statements made
by women sald to have come from the camps of Ravensbrlick and g
“arkhausen, As a matter of fact, all the members of this convoy 8 =
camg wlthout exception from the concentration camp of Mauthausen, :

PRI

PRy
4, 11

All persons who contribute towards the spreading of
erroneous information of this kind are llable to do ths graatest 3 :
harm to the clyil detainees, 'hose further repatriation might & i
thus beilmperilled, The authors of such allegations would thus = :
carry sole responsibility for this consequence in the eyes of =
France and the other countries concerned,

The International Commlttes wish to add that on April 24

and 25, three of thelr fleets of motor-trucks brought 781 ;? Q
Belgian, Dutch and French detainees from the concentration camp ? 7
of Mauthausen, All these detainees entered Switzerland vis =

Constance and St. Margrethen, and were convoyed to St, Gallen,

where they will enjoy a few days rest befors pursulng thelir
journey home,

On Aprll 24 a second convoy of French deportees from
\ Northemn Italy also aerived in Switzerland, This oonvoy comprised
1220 persons, namely 482 men, 433 women and 305 children. After

stopping at Chiasso on the Swilss-Ttalian frontier, the train

of rgpatrlates reached Annemasse in Uppsr Savoy, via Geneva,




h Communliqué No, 280 b

Geneva, April 26, 1945,

Concentration Camps in Germany,

Following on the numerous d-tails which have recently
appeared in the press on the subject of concentration camps in
Germany, the question is frequently put to the International
Committee of the Red Cross whether they were in a position to
have such camps vlsited by thelr representatives.

The International Committre think proper to remind the
public that in the course of the present war they have been
authorlzed to visit only the camps for prisoners of war and
those for civil interness proparly so-called, These internees
are comparatively few in number; they are persons of alien
nationallty who happened to be in Germany on the cutbreak of
hostilitles, and who were consequently interned in that country,

Since the outbreak of the war, the Internationsl
Committee of the Red Cross have been able to carry out 1781
visits to camps for prisoners of war and civil Internees in
Germany, housing roughly two million persons, These visits have
formed the subject of written reports, which have been forwarded
to the Governments concerned, and have enabled the International
Committee and thelr delegates to secure a large number of im-
provements, Many of these reports have appeared in the Committes's
monthly publication, the "Revue lnternationale de la Croix-
Rouge',

On the other hand, despite ceaseless and pressing appli-
cations, the International Committee falled - as did the Pretec-
ting Powers - to obtaln the authorization to visi® the concen-
tration camps, hrlding large numbers of politlcal deportees, who
do not enjoy the protectlon of the Gensva Convention, It was
only a few weeks ago that the Commlttee succeeded 1n securlng the
promise of coaslderable lmprovements in the situation of these
eivil detainees and prlitical deporteesa, and further of the right
to enter the concentration camps, The repid development of mili-
tary operatlons sinece that time has precluded any general and
effective actlon, Nevertheless, upon r-peipt of the necsssary
authorizations, the International Committee have been able to
dispateh to some of these camps fleets of motor-trucks laden
with food-atuffs for the inmates, & certaln number of whom were
brought away and repatriated vla Switzerland,

This relief actlon 1s belng pursued, as far as clrcum-
stances ellow, and desplte very considerable risks, since the
motor-corvoys 4are frequently attacked and dome of the Interna-
tional Comuittee's aasistants have already been wounded,

WY  abe ;-nv tion detndinees from Cerman camps,
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Geneva, April 26, 1945.

m_the ¥Cristina®.

that from reports recently made
t time ago visited the camp at

000 War Refugee Board parcels

nt to Sachsenhausen for ecivilian
were distributed to their

all we can to supply civilian

th the newly arrived War Refugee
1s to Theresienstadt which duly
r, we dispatehed by trucks 900
nsignment for Viemna of 4902

d its destination and is to be
ation.

arcels for Landsberg a/Lech,
d 3660 parcels for varlous camps

-+ sent by trucks - have been

prepared within the last foritnight. Recent military and political
events have stopped these latter shipments. Should, however, some
means of sending them materialize, we shall at onece notify you.

Mr. Roswell D. McCLELLAND

Special Assistant to the American Minister

American Legation
29, Alpenstrasse
Berne

In duplicate to files
Copy PA
m&: Evecuntion det

Yours very sincerely,

Pour ls Comité Interaaliens!
(da 1a Crolx Reuse:

Divislon d’Adsistance
Spéclale Y

m- ImecaﬂPl.
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Geneva, Aprii ZB, 1945.

m_the ¥Cristina®.

that from reports recently made
Ax t time ago visited the camp at

000 War Refugee Board parcels

nt to Sachsenhausen for civilian

were distributed to their

all we can to supply eivilian

th the newly arrived War Refugee
ls to Theresienstadt whiech duly
r, We dispatched by trucks 900

nsignment for Vienna of 4902

d its destination and is to be

ation.

arcels for Landsberg a/Lech,

d 3660 parcels for varlous camps

R SN ol -~ ~- Sent by trucks - have been

prepared within the last fo
events have stopped these 1
o

I
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Yours very sincerely,
Pour s Comité Internalienal
da Ia Crelx Reuse

Mr. Roswell D. McCLELLAND ’ =
Special Assistant to the American Minister Division d'Assistance

American Legation Spéclals ofs

29, Alpenstrasse
Berne

In duplicate to files
Copy in PA tion detoinees from German camps,

Accounts:

night. Recent military and politieal
ter shipments. 8hould, however, some
mezns of sending them materialize, we shall at once notify you.




Mr. Roswell D. McCLELLAND

It

[ pe Pt # - J 2 ‘
| ,_6ij } 4 . . 5. Ih n
: > lL“f""_-{ ol Ve o ha
W - 3
Y 3 R
4 Yoo e 1 Y Aiee 4 ' 3 | |.
W, Teatasale y '
\ ONAL 4
Tl '
= E g g 7 Af
wle gl i T

Geneva, April 26, 1945.

m _the ¥Cristina®.

that from reports recently made
t time ago visited the camp at

000 War Refugee Board parcels

nt to Sachsenhausen for civilian
were distributed to their

all we can to supply civilian

th the newly arrived War Refugee
1s to Theresienstadt which duly
r, we dispatched by truecks 900
nsignment for Vienna of 4902

d its destination and is to be
ation,

arcels for Landsberg a/Lech,

d 3660 parcels for varlous camps
4R T U PSR v sent by trucks — have been
prepared within the last fortnight. Recent military and political
evenis have stopped these latter shipments. Should, however, some
means of sending them materialize, we shall at onee notify you.

Yours very sincerely,
Pour ls Cemité Internafienal
{da la Crelx Reuss:

Divislon d'Adsistance

Special Assistant to the Amerlcan Minister
Spéciale ol

American Legation
29, Alpenstrasse
Berne

In duplicate to files
m?mﬁim deteinees from Cerman camps,
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Geneva, Aprii 26, 1945.
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m_the ¥Cristina¥.

that from reports recently made
t time ago visited the camp at

000 War Refugee Board parcels

nt to Sachsenhausen for eivilian
were distributed to their

all we can to supply eivilian

th the newly arrived War Refugee
1ls to Theresienstadt which duly

r, we dispatched by trucks 900 :
nslgnment for Vienna of 4902 =
d its destination and is to be ki
ation.

arcels for Landsberg a/Lech,

d 3660 parcels for varlous camps
A A ey wassvas wuvwsuw wo SNt by trucks — have been
prepared within the last fortnight. Recent military and political
evenis have stopped these latter shipments. BShould, however, some
means of sending them materialize, we shall at onee notify you.

Yours very sincerely,

Pour & Cemitd Internaienal
de la Crelx Reuse:

Mr. Roswell D. McCLELLAND ’
Special Assistant to the American Minister Divislon d'A<sistance
American Legation Spéclale L%
29, Alpenstrasse
Berne




COMITE INTERNATIONAL
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CROIX-ROUGE 1

G.85 JES/GB Geneva, Aprii 36, 1945. t
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Dear Mr McClelland,

Re = War Refugee Board parcels from the ¥Cristina®. It

We have to inform you that from reports recently made
by two of our delegates who a short time ago visited the camp at
Sachsenhausen-Oranienburg, about 7000 War Refugee Board parcels
from the ®Cristina", which were sent to Sachsenhausen for civilian [
prisoners of various natlonalities were dlstributed to their
adressees. I

We have recently done 211 we can to supply civilian
risoners - Jewish and others - with the newly arrived War Refugee
oard parcels. We sent 1662 parcels to Theresienstadt which duly
eached their destination. Further, we dispatched by trucks 900 :
arcels to Mauthausen. Another consignment for Viemna of 4902 =
parcels unfortunately never reached its destination and is to be |5
sent back to us to the frontier statiom.

g H oo

Consignments of 8550 parcels for Landsberg a/Lech,
4230 parcels for Theresienstadt and 3660 parcels for various camps
in South Germany — which should be sent by trucks - have been
prepared within the last fortnight. Recent military and political
events have stopped these latter shipments. Should, however, some
mezns of sending them materialize, we shall at once notify you.

Yours very sincerely,

Pour |6 Comité Interasfional
da Ia Crelx Reuss:

Mr. Roswell D. McCLELLAND
Special Assistant to the American Minister
American Legation Spéciale A
29, Alpenstrasse
Berne

Divislon d'Adsistance

EDiieC,
In dmplicste to files
Copy h! lnl suntion detainees from German camps,
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TELEGRAM SENT
Department Date: April 27, 1945 4 ..

No: 2468

WHB [ 0!", Charged to:

For 0'Dwyer of WRB from Katzki and McClellamd,

Legation's 2425, April 25,

Third truck convoy bringing detainees from
Meuthousen reached Switserland April 25, It is now
officially reported that these 3 convoys evacusted
781 deta:i.ne_an; almost all wcnnn; of h-onoh, Belglan
end Duteh nationalities, Group is et present being
cared for at St, Gall where it will remain smme days
prior to repatriation (with probable exceptiomn of
Duteh),

Germans permitted release these people on
basis "exchange" agreement reported in Legation's
2175, April 15 negotiated by ICRC, which applied omly
to French and Belgizns, We do mot yet lmow on what
grounds Dutch were extricated slthough Burckhardt
stated during April 12 meeting that he "hoped be able
do something about evacuating Dutch Scimtghaeftlinge,”

We have urged ICEC attempt bwring back detaineces
of other nstionalities in future evacuations if at

all possible,

HARRIS ON
RDioC ,
In duplicate to files
Copy in FA
Agcountg: Evacuation detainees from German ¢camps,
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To

No:

" Department @ Date: april 27, 1945

-~

Code: gen Charged to:

For O'Dwyer of WEB from Katgki and MoClelland,

Legation's 2290, April 19,

Propositions made by Becher relative to surrender
of remaining unliberated concentration camps intact
through EKasztner with whom Saly Mayer, Herbert and I
conferred at length will not, we are afraid, yleld any
practical results, We have some doubt as to the relia-
bility and gincerity of the proposals and as to Becher's
ability to carTy them out, Deily changing military
gituation has rendered guccessful Tescue action of this
nature conducted by Becher most unlikely, We are,
however, attempting to maintain contact with Becher in
hope of possible future assistance to detainees taken
jnto the Nazi wpaduit,”

Kasgtner vigited Pheresienstadt on April 16 while
two IORC delegates, Dunend and Lehmer, were there on
April 7, From these two independent sources we have
received following information concerning this ghetto:
As of mid-April there were still somewhat ovVer 20,000
Jewish detainees in Theresienstadt: 8000 former Germans,
8000 Cgechs from the "Protectorate,” 1900 Hungerismns,
1000 Slovaks, 800 Dutch and about 200 Danes who, according
to Kasztner (unconfirmed) were removed from the ghetto
on April 15 by gwedish Red Cross trucks,

Roughly 40 percent of these 20,000 detainees seems
to have been transferred to Theresienstadt in the course
of the past 2 or % months, particularly the Cgechs and

By R. I St
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Fr : Hungarisns the latter from Austria, Most of the holders
of latin-American documentation and Palestine certifiocates

who remained in Bergen-Belsen seenm also to have been

transferred to Theresienstadt where they now are,

Four truck loads of relief goods shipped to the
ghetto (last paragraph, Iegation's 2045, April 7) under
ICRC control were getisfactorily received and distributed
according to both Easgtner and ICRC men,

As of begimming of April Easginer reported that there
were olose to 30,000 Hungarian Jews on former Austrimm
territory, two=-thirds of them being Bungarian army forced %
1ahor bataillons sent to Austria to construct fortifications, :
one-third being persons deported there in June of 1944,

He estimates that about B0 percent of these Jews were left
behind by the Germans when they withdrew,

With reference to your 505 (Department's 1501,

April 18) Kssgtner also reported that he was in the con-
gentration camp of Hamburg-Neuengamme , which he described

as & relatively good one, On about April 12, A% that time
there were some 9 1o 10,000 inmates half of whom were

Danes and Norweglans & #ufify, remainder being Bussians :
and Poles, The Danes and Norwegians enjoyed fairly good
treatment and were actively assisted by the Swedish

Red Croes,

HARRISON
RIMcC,

In duplicste to files
Copy in FA

Acgounts® Potainees in German concentration camps,
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TELEGRAM SENT

To: Department h Date: April 27, 1945, & p.m.
U
2 No: 2473

Code: WEB Charged to:

For O'Dwyer of WRB from Kateki and McClelland,

Iegation's 2421, April 25,

We were informed by ICEC on April 26 thet
prospectis for getting further truck convoys of relief
gupplies for detainees in Germany out of Switgerland
looked more favorable than two days ago, Attempt will
be made dispateh at least cne more cemvoy to camp of
Meuthemsen near lins, which has not yet been overrun
by Mia:nl., and possibly other smaller convoys to
Theresienstadt and Landsberg,

¥e will keeped you posted all develppments this
gituation,

HARRISON

RDicC ,

In duplicate to files
Copy in FA

Accounts: Relief deliveries to Germany,
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* COMITE INTEF\’NATIONAL DE LA CF'\’OIX-F-‘\’OUGE
AGENCE CENTRALE DES PR!BGNNIBRB DE GUERRE
Rappeler dans |a réponse
(hevjues postuny 1, 5547 ZA/OO "i':'\'.f':\"l'j' 2'?1:
F':Ii'll'hun: lllxlﬁi i HGS/YL Q\'l Palais dy ¢ onsell-Génery) h April 1945'
Tdlég. “INTEREROIXROUGE" E 4
.‘I v/ La \
" h: L
'\ _“%r. ®.D. MoCLELLAND CRISTINA
~" Bpeoial Assistant : s C
United States Legation e I
BERNE 5 5

29, Adpenstrasse ’

Dear Mp MeClelland,

Referring to your letter of August 23pq, 1944,
¢onoerning the fifty tons of stores from S.o.“Cristina", I have

— Pleasure in handing you a statement showing how the goods, total-
ling 54,756 kilograms welght, were allotéed to the various matio-
nalities and the money value of each allotment,

The 25,600 parcels made up with the goods to
hand were not all of a uniform type; it is therefore not Possible -
to fix an average price per Paroel, The total value of the atores,;
which 1s to be relmbursed to the American Red Cross, amounts to

Swlss francs 141,474 ,28

I should be grateful if you would kindly
arrange for the repayment of this sum, as was agreed, either to
the International Committee (reference no. 2g 00/129), or direst
to the American Red Cross, through Mr Rebinson, theip represen-

tative in Geneva,
Believe me, dear Mp MeClelland,
Yours sincerely
Pour ls Comité Internatiengd

de A3 -

/
Directeur de Aa Division

d'Assist péciale




25,600 food parcels ex "Cristina"
B
Swafrs. Tten Belglan Spanish French Greek '.‘utlu:'r— Polish Forwe;lan Czecho- Y‘:'}'ﬂ’t;:’. Italisns Total

per kg. lands elovaks ancants due
in Sw.Fre.

S5e~ Cigarettes 200.— 37.50  449.25 37.50  237.63  362.50 425.62 87.50 25— 12.50 1875 .~
8.~ Coffee 15.60 34.40 52, 80, —
3.- leat 5.083.33 | 373,50 8.037.72  455.67 3.092.,58 4.661.28 4.366.22  996.—  498.— 12450 27.688.80
Pork Meat 5.219.37  351.— T7.713.81  428.22 2.520.21 4.074.22 4.048.20 1.053.,—  585.—  117.— 26.910,03
n Pish 2,717.01 T4.82 513,30 122.67 3+427.80
. Mk 6.927.60 517.50 13.251.45  T05.52 4450Te43 Te279.50  6.ldle— 1.380—  690.=~ 172.50 41.572.50
" Soap 2.55 6.45 115,80 1.20 126, —
. Chocolate 103,68 396.90 15.48 208,08 28.26 752.40
2.~ [lsat & Deans 390 = 390.—
" Margarine  4.31B,60, 330.— 8.495.30  449.90 2.789.50 4.177.80 3,924.80 70—  330,=— 110, 25.606.—
" Jam 811.84| 129,—| 2,950.23  129.— 1.073.28 1.247.— 1.511.45 30l.— B g 3.~ 8.281.00
n Iiver Pate 855.96 927.36 27.T2 244.44 37716 45,36 42 g 2.520,—
l.- Choese 55.04 267.12 139.68% 114.24 25,92 600 =
Fruit 266455 260,35 19.34 169.99 399.61 48.06 44.50 1450 1.272,70

-50 Biscuite 32.40 214.20 28.46 6.19 281.25
23.872,37| 1.738.50 |46.106.85| 2.412.20 15.644.02 23.493.51 20,694.95 4.632.— 2,300,500  579.50 141.474.28
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TELEGRAM SENT

To:  Department Date: Aprii 28, 1945, 3 pm
Gl ; :
No: 2480 (1123 London, 388 to Paris)
Code: m Charged to: |
Paraphrage 7
US URGENT :

Germany - American and other Allied Interests,
Reference is made to the Legation's 897 of February 8,

This morning the Legation received from Squire the follow-
ing extract of a letter to the British Minister in Berm from
the British Consul in Geneva, based upon the Consul's conversa-
tion with President Burckhardt of April 27,

1., Burckhardt stated that he hadg obtaired from the Germans,
a8 & result of his Journey to Feldkirch, 8 promise of releagse of
French, Belgian and Dutch women and children, in the order of

Imnsbruck (Himmler's assistant in charge of all concentration
camps), he had just been promised the release to Intercross of

2, Burckhardt has reliable information that lethal chambers
ere being operated at full capacity and evidence being destroyed
as fast as possible, He urged inmediate efforts by the Allied
Governments to provide Intercross with all posgible transport.
The need will be the greatest during the coming three weeks with
& consequent heavy loss of life if the transport is inadequate .

3. DBurckhardt stated he had been criticized for diverting
Allied transport 1oaned to Intercross for removing prisoners
from concentration camps, but stated that this was a question
of saving life, He had, he said, no other course and must contime
to make diversioms ag these seemed essemtial,

4, Figures of Ravensbruck etrength contaired in the Lega-
tion's 2427 of April25 were confirmed by Burckhardt, He also
added that sixty experimental humans were still alive in this
camp but were in great danger as provide too much evidence,
These women have been subjected to experimental operations,

The above message was repeated to London and to Paris for
Marphy,
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