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TELEGRAM RECEIVED 

Fr om: 
Data. . 4 
No; 

Coda 
Received: 

By purchaalng 1n Swlt~erland the c~rency or 
exchange or the country ln whlch the operatlona are to take 
place, provided your representative 1a raaaonably that the 
aellere or auob currency have b~ld 1t alnce before th• date 
aa or which euoh country ••• frozen by th1a Governcent, or 
that, 1! the ourreno7 waa aoqulred aubeequently thereto, 
the aoqula1t1on took place under clrcuaetances from •hlch 
the enem7 did not benetlt, your repreaentat1ve when poaslole 
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- 2 - (No. 229) 

to conault With the American Legation Bern. Sellere or 
euoh local curr ency or exchange may be relmbureed in Swiae 
franca at the prevailing unottioial rate ot exchange in Swi harl and. 

(2) By purchaaing ln enemy or enemy-occupied 
territory the local currency or exohange ot the countr, 
in Which the operation• are to tate place, provided retm­
buretment it to ba made only atter the war. In Order to 
ineura reiaburaeaent to the eellere ot euch exchange or 
local currency after tht war, blocked acoounte in a bank 
1n Switaerland or the United 8tatee aay be eetabliehed on 
your booka 1n the United Statee, prov1dtd that without 
apeoit1c approval or the Treaeury in each caea there 
&hall be no aeaign•ent ot any intereat 1n eucb blocked account or payment from it. 

(3) By purchaaing in enemy or enem1-occupied 
terr1tor1 the necessary local tunde, goods. services, 
or exchange, re1mbureement to be made in foreign ex­
change or tree currenc1 notee, provided that such 
reaeonable etepe aa are poseible are taken b7 your 
repreeentative to preYent euch nctee or exchange from 
being acquired by persona from whom the enem1 may reoeiYe them. 

(B) The total eume paid out from any blocked account 
which ie eetabliahed in pureuance or thie licenae, plue 
the claime eetabliehed againet it, ehall not , during the 
e1x monthe beginning Januar1 l, 19 .. , exceed •30,000 
Swiee trance or the dollar equtYalent thereof. 

(O) Your representative should report tully to the 
American Legation Bern on the financial traneaot1ont 
which are completed under this licenee, and ehoUld insure 
to whatever extent poeaible that the peraona troa whoa 
the exchange or local currenc1 is purchased are acceptable 
to the Legation . Your representative ehould be eatietied, 
eo tar aa poeaible, that an1 paymente made to euoh persona 
will not be or ben~rit to the enem1. 

(D) Periodic reporte on the operation• carried out 
pureuant to thie 11cenee ahould be filed by 10ur repre­
eentative with the American Legation.• 

~ 
Pleaee advlee Yr. Sternbuch that, anleae the Union 

adYiaee hia to the contrar1, hla authority 1n connection 
with the aboye 11cenae ie to be exeroiaed in collaboration 
with~. Roeenbaum and Yr. DaY1d Rubenfeld. Pleaae advise 
hi• turtb~r that tbie license hae been 1eaued ae a reeult 
ot reports that coneiderable numbere ot Jewa are no• hiding 
ln the toreete oorder1ng several European countrlee, 

particularly 

/ 
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parttoularlr Poland and Hungarr. where llYlng oonditlone are 
aoet eztre•e and ther eutter greatlr troa hunger and dlaeaee. 
furthermore we are adviaed that active atteapta oan be made 
to reaaue tbeae people it the neoeaearr tunda are provided, 
their evacuation to Hungar7 trom Poland betng apeoifioallr oon temp la ted. 

Approval ot theae operatione hal been given b7 the Depart~ent and the Treaaurr, and the Legation 11 requeated 
to take IUch reaaonable ltepa aa mar be required to taolll­
tate their being carried out. The Legation'• attention 1a 
invited to paragraph 4, olau.e 3 above, ln Whloh apecltio 
authort&at1cn ia granted for direct tranetera ct tree 
foreign exchange into enemr or enemr-oooupled terrttorr 
lt it abould prove impracticable to adopt either ot the 
two other methode ot finanoing the prograa . 

Pleaae report promptlr to the Department on the 
progreaa made with the program, and on anr dittioultiea 
that mar be encountered, eapeciallr aa reg&rde the flnanoial operations. 

HUl.L 

In trlplicate 

re 

- ..... . ,,._, 
./ 
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Jlr. 

D.ar Sirr 

f.~» Z.aau.•a laM reoa1~ Z.r• \M »-~., 
ot State, he~. D.c., a te:U~aa Cirweu~.~e U 
:to ooll!:nUUeah to na, aa tba hJIZ'eeentau..,. 1a Swit­aerl&z~d o~ *~~• Dll1o• ~ ~bo4u hllb1a or u. Uai tad 
Btatee IUI4 Oaaata CO.reiJI&tter rete.r.rec~ to aa 1:he 
llalon), the tau ot ihe tollo"iJI& 11oeue lltdoh baa 
beea 1aeued to tha lJbion b,J the freaa1.a7 .Des-n~t r 

re 111le 
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te&D1ble to obtaJ.Ja the locu carrer~o1 b.r eltoer or the o1ber two .. tboct1 •ent1onea, 

•nJ ~ JIUJ'oha.1q 1n a.tt .. rland 'the 
ourn~~e~ or u~a- P! tlw OO\Ul~ 111 •h:tall 
:the OJ»trat1l)u an ~o ;~;,.q P~oa. Jll'o't'14ef 
.tour n,preae11'tat1._ ta reaiOD&)q eur. tbat 
'the ••llen ot eucb ournuo, ba,. bela 'lt 
aillbe baron t:le elate h b.t •hlch euob oowa07 
waa tro•a br t.bi.a Go-rtll"JI8ent, or that, U 
;h. curnac,r waa acquired eubaeq'lautq :'thereto, 
tba aoquuttton toot place UD4er otrou.1:aJtoea 
t'roa lrhloll the elle_, 4U not beue.ta , 70V 
re.Preuntau'"" •boo poaaible k consult •1 'th 
the l.ae.rlo U ;lei;a~1on, "-rn. 3eUera ot IUo.b 
loool ourrenoy or OZohalll:e mq be re1atna..a 
ill "Std.lllt trona. at the Pl"eYII.ilU~& l1Doff1oial 
ra e or Uchauge 1a Slf1taerlat)4. 

"(2) 1 .PIU'Ohaains 1a ene11,7 or enea.r- ooclll'1e4 
terr1to:t7 tho ilooal ourreno1 or e:ro~e o.r 
the oo1111t27 1a WIUoh the openuona are to 
t&h place, .Jil"'Yidecl l"eillburae .. At 11 to be 

de oJll)' •rt.r thia "'lr. tD order k iuiD"e 
r&iab.aae~aZit to tho Dellan O! IUch U~e 
or local curreuo1 a.tter t.be war, blockect 
ooot~nt. 1Jt a bani: 11a hitaerlaocl or tlle liAhect 

Stat .. •1 be ••tabl1ahed OZI 10\lr boob 11a the 
Un1'ted States, .Provided t a'lthou-t epeo1t1e 
PProVIl.l o.r the t'ro&allJ7 in eac:b oaae thvw 

ahU]. be no hai~nt ot 8li,J lntereat 1.a ltlo.b 
bloat.& account or pa,_.nt tro. it. 

• { 3) Br 11\lro.lllla~ .1.a •llaii.T or IJI.'-1-ooo~lecl 
terrt to27 the Deoaasarr looe1 !IUld•, 60Qcla, •crnoaa, 
or exobaJJ a , relebura nt '<) be a 1.z1. rore1ga 
exohansa or .tree ourreno,y note a. JlrOY14ed 'that 
ncb rv enable atapa 11 are poaaJ.ble are ta.taa 
b1 :rour repre~;~eat 'Ul'lt to pn"•Dt SUah Datea or 
ua~e f':roa be1Qti ac'iU1re4 b,y P•no r:roa 
• o• tJa ~..., ur :reoe1 'I'O a •• 

•1.8) ~he 'total ~ Pllld t rro. •11.1 blookeo aooon:ut 
lrhich 1a .. t bli.at~ed 1D PID"ellaJlca ot t:Ua 11 , plua 
the ola1 eatabl1ehect •salnat it, •bau not, diU'~ the 
au ao.ntha besinll:tns l~J~.uarr 1 , 19H, uoee4 o , ooo 
11'1l1aa !.:razw:a or the dollar • Uhfll.eet there or. 

- ·-
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•cc) lour h.PJ"eaeatauw ab.ould report tu117 

to tha .4aert._ Legat1oa a.r. 011 the t1D1111o1aJ. vaaaaoUona 
•h1ob an OGepllt.d UDder 't111a l1ouaa, 1U14 -tloulcl 1•11J'e 
to •hatlnJ' ax nt poaat'ble 'hat the P'nou troa •no. 
1GIII .....,"'P or local 011Z'nao7 h ,Plll'Uuecl an aooaJJ11able 
to tba Ll&ation . lour repra•-tat1ft aboul4 be aaUatiad , 
ao tar u poau.u., tbat AliT Pl¥Mnta 111111• to aQQa J10no1111 Will not ba ot baaattt to tha en-.,. 

•cD) .Perio41o :caporta on the oparauol18 oarrted ou~ 
Jlllrauam to t •ia 11~ at.ould be tiled b.J .Jour n~­
••ntat1TW With tna A.ertoa~ Lesnt1on.• 

!he Z..ptto.a 11 tllrtber requeated 1o .l.atont 7ou tbat 
1U1l esa .10u ax-a alYiaed to the OOD'trar)r br ttl a Untoll rour a:;~thon 't7 in oonneotle~t W1 tb the aoova ltceua 11 to be 
a.xeroilrecl 1D oollabonuon tntl:a &.r . Roaaabaua and Mr. Dnv1d Rubentalcl . 

Y~ tl'Ul]' ]'oun, 

Dantal J . Ra•&aa , 
o~row Attaobt. 

ft • 
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TELEGRAM SENT 
To , 

nt 
Oa te : J 

• 7 
Cocte : Ho: 1 

Charged to. 

, Janu r 

1c 
er or 1ly to at rnbu~ on Jaou r 

7. In ooor nee lt 

De 

Leo In t 

ta en ur 1 n t.o 

Lchat1 n one rnin 

r 

the plan 

ith Joseph Rosenbaum nj 

rd to tne action to be 

t ro 0 t to 
t an c rl 11 te . St. rn-

tlle intention 0 the Union 
r ot h tun 

i~h 

ret rred 
fr tbR Department . 

to r (b ) 

HlillJU..;(.ll 

D G:nt 

In rl li te 

7ll 

SEP , 972 

__ ...., ___ ·-

cu . 

/ 
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Letter to 

[CASE FILEj 

TELEGRAM RECEIVED 

From: @ 
Department Da t&: l'ebrUllcy r I 9 a . 

Code· 
No: 341 

Received : 

Pare phrase 

m., 11144. 

"4~6,&3~ wwiss Frnooa, the O}uiv~~~~~~~~~~ 
have been transmitted to you by cable by us. 
aforem ntionod is transmitted under Treasury license No . 
£02472-R and 1t is to be used by you in accordance with 
the lie ns that w s trannmitted to you through the American 
Lesation at Bern , 3witzerlnnd. The money comes from the 
Vaa.dha flatzala Emt•r ency Co=ittae; it was r11iaed by 
Orthodox Jewry of oll clesoea ror the purpose or rescuing 
Je s as set forth in letters or Robbin or Satmar and Ultra. 
Floo e consult the Amartcnn Le·ation and, in so far as 
practicable, you should follow its advice. Periodic reports 
regarding your operations should be furnished to the Lega­
tion to be tr nemitted to us. Coccunicete with us only 
through the Legation ot Bern. Please confirm that the 
money boa been received. 

e should kno•v how much Swiss Jewry bas raised for 
the purpose in orjer to prosecute our holy campaign to 
rescue Jews. Together with the names or Dr. Rub~nfeld 
and Rosenb~um. your name wos submitted to the Department 
o:t' State ~~ heedin a committee ~1. but we now recommend 
the addition to that committee of the fo!lo~ing peroons: 
endel ·1lner, Dr. ~. Rom, Za.lmon Pines , Alfred Berlowit~ 

and Dr. Crirous Kohn. You are requested to comment re arjing 
1 tter additions. 3igned: Union of Orthodox Rabbis of 
United Stet s, the Vaadhn Hatzela Emer ency Committee, 
Rabbis Abraham I~lmenowitz, E. L. Silver, Jacob Leviaon, 
Israel Ro en berg, .ron •Ol tcr . ~ 

ubstance of for ~oin message, which r fers generally 
to our 229, January 22, is for Iueoc Stcrnbuch, of St. Callen. 

ihh reference to Department's no. ~~~. the second 
sentence or parngraph A(2) should reed ns follows: 

"By the astablishm nt on your books in tho United 

States 

---...--;-- ·-
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Gtotes or c blocked accuunt, reimburecmont subsequent 
to the war to the aellers or auoh local currency or excht~n e may be insured; or uch blootoo account .GUJy be 
in e bank in the United Stetea or Switzerl&ad etc." 

The last Senteaoe or the Legation's u15, Januery 29 should be answered by the message quoted above. 

HULL 

Jh :.nr 
In triplicate 



.. 

February 4, 1944 

Subject : Union of Orthodox Rabois - relief measures. 

I telephoned Mr. Sternbuch A~ his ~ontreux a11ress . 

lie is in bed with th'! grippe but nopes to call Rt tht> 

Les~tion on ~ond~y or Tu~sdgy to receive the message 

transmitted in the Departmen"t 1 "J 341 of February 2, 194·~ 

an1 to in1'orm me of the steps "taken pursuant "to "th,. 

license transmit"ted t~ h1m in the Legation ' s letter af 

January 26. 

P.CG 

~\s" 
=cr./ir.~p 

P'eb . 11. Tr ied to ileaoh Sternbuch i n St . Gall and 
Wont.reux . He i s a t lll s i ck a t h i s hom~ i n St . Gall 
and hie hou.se has no t ele ph one . I lef t a l:l .. l'!~ege 
for him to eet in touch With me as aocn as pnsaible . 

R . C .G~ 
Feb . 12. Tried to reach Stern uch . Not i n St. Gall. 

tlo answer from tbe number in Zurich Wh£re he 
was suppose d to be. ih•e«• Left me~aag~ for 
him to call ma . ~ ( L 

Feb. 15. Called Sternb•lch ' a b•taineaa . The·• atatrd he 
might ahOlf up in the afternoon . Oall<:d biter 
and arragged with hls secretary for S. t~ pick 
up l e tters from Z1.tr1oh Consulate 01:n!"ral. 

-------· ·-

0 

0: 0 
.f• 
(10 

/ 
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' · ...... 1 
• J • .... 
-·- ·.u .. 

It ~ld bo appr.o1a~ ~~ 7pu ao~4 aokno•ledso 
1.he roootpt of 'tb1• ll ttu- Wld 't,ee f act that J"DU haYo 
tak.n note ot the alto.rauon 1o the text ot :tho 11oonoe 
1a e4 to e Union of Ortbodox bbio of ~ Uo1 ted 
States am C&l!A41i . 

Very tru.I.J' 7ours, 

Daniel J. Ba&&IIZl, 
C ro1al 4t1acb6. 

----... -_._.. ·- / 



Be:ro, leb:rua:r;, 4 , 1944 



J!r. Is..ao St.rnbuoh, 
V 'llA Oololldalles , 

Vont:reux. 

Dear Sirs 

IF a Copy J 

Ber n , Pebruary 4, 1944 

fbe Ies:~t1oo ha.s b .. n requested to tren111111 't to 
.roo tho :tollo"1ns telegraphic cees~e wu1ob bas been 
noel vert through the Departlhllt ot State, llaabi.o "'ton , D.C.: 

•swtae france 428, 632, t1a equivalent o:t 
t l OO,OOO, have been transmitted to .rou by cable 
by ua. fta .. ount aforementioned 1a trans 111 tted 
llDder freasllrJ' lie ense •o. 6024 72- R and 1 t is to 
be ueed by you 1.o accordance "1 th tbe 11oanae 
that was transmitted to you thro~ ~. Aurioa.n 
Legation at Bern, Slfi bar land. tll8 110ney oo•a 
tro• the Vaadha Batcala ~ersenoy Commi\ta a ; 1\ 
was ra1aed by Orthodox Jefi'TY o! all claaaea tor 
the purpose o:t rescuing Jews as s et forth ~n 
letters ot R ob1e ot Satmar and lltr . Please 
cons!U t tte .t..'llltrican Laga t1 on and, L ao tar aa 
practicable, you s hould follow 1ta aaV1ce . 
Periodic reports regarding your operat1o118 aho!Ud 
be turr.iahed to the Legation to be tranacitted to 
ua. Co::~:mnicnte "ith us only tllrouc:;h Uloe !.!!gat ion 
at .Bern. Pleua conrtrm 'that the aoney baa been 
re'Je1ved. 

"Ia ah,'Uld kno" bolf IJUch Stdsa Je~ has raised 
'tor the purpose in ortlar to prcaecu ta our hol.r 
c ~;a!&n to resouo Jews. ~o ether "1th the naaaa 
f nr. Ruben!old nnd Rosenbaum, your n wae auu­

m1ttec! to the Depertnent ot State as haadin,g a 

0 
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ooa.fttee or 21 , but we now reoo~end the 
addition to that ooamittee or the rollowing 
p.rsones Meodel 11l:nor, Dr. '1. Ro11, Zal110n 
Pines, Alfred Berlowits, 111 d Dr. larcua J:obn. 
You are requested to 0011111ent regard1D& latter 
ac:lditiona. Signed 1 Onion or Orthodox Habbie 
of United States, the Vaadha Hatmala B.ergeuoy 
Colallittee, Habb14 4brabaa Lilllllllowi tz, B. L. 
Silver, Jaoo b LeVison, Iarael Rosenberg, .&.ron J:olter." 

It ~uld be appreciated 1r you would acknowledge 
tba receipt of tbia letter and telephone to the Legation 
for an appointment wben you bave prepared the repl.r re­
quested to tbe message quoted above. 

Vary tru}Jt .)'aura , 

Daniel J. Reasan , 
Co-meroial Attaob6. 
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""•' I«Jii ~ .. ., o;'f"tll'"'' .. 

To the Lega~ion or 
the UNITED STATES OF 
Al!E!liCA, 

!Ierne. 

Dear Kr. GOtzinger, 

St . Gall, Febr~ary 6th, 1944. 

l riON OF THJ! 
UN T u • T ES 01' AMERICA 

f -9 F£.V. I944 
o BERN • 

In the name or Kr.Sternbnoh I herewith 

beg to rarer to the telephonic call with yon and tnrther to 

yonr esteemed letter dated January 26th. which he had the 

honour ot receiving from you personall y. Kr. Sternbnoh 

expresses yon his deepest recognition tor all yonr efforts 

in the matter in question and wishes to apologize that owing I 
to his fall ing ill he has been nnable to l et yon have any 

oomm~nication before. 

ur.sternbucb has taken the necessary 

steps and will be pleased to give you a f~ll report about 

the lll&tter after his recovery which he hopes Will be the case 
within a few days . 

---a ·-. 

In the meantime he bega to rema..i.n, 

dear Sir, 

Yours most respedttully. 



_ j I 

, l£8ATIOI or liiE UMITEO sr,.un g 
omJRcc;mld 
84 • trlfiOR OF ORTIIODoX RABBIS. 

(FJte Copy J 

BT COURI ER 

Deer J.!r . ooda: 

It ould be appreciated if you ould deliver 
personally the en~loeed throe letters db ted Febru­
ary 4, to Cr. Is ao tornbuoh, reprooont~tlve 1n 
S'•!tzerlend or the Union or OrthodOx .;at.Lie or the 
United State r.a Canoda. '"r. Sturnbuch, accord ­
ing to arroueecente modo b7 toleptoce Letwoen ~. 
Cetalngor ond Mr. Sternbuoh ' e secret~ry, will cell 
ot the Conaulnte Cenorel in tho nex t tew dbye. 

oill you please explain to Nr. Sternbuoh thut 
tbe Leg~tion regrets tt~ delay in tho delivery or 
these letters. However, G lncG t.bt a met~<~riol oo•1ld 
not be ou~ruat d to the o~on moll and since Dr, 
Sternbuoh becnuae or 1llneao was unable pereonally 
to eccert their delivery, the deley was unovoldtible. 

It ~ould be appreciated it you would intorc me 
by hone as a on as the lat.tora h&ve hoen dol1ve1·ed 
'to 1 r . Sternbucl . It he rutla to call by Tbur.sday, 
Yebruory 17, ~leeee tole tone me. 

t•r. Sterobuch lll8f deeiro to torn r4 a report 
tot's Lc et1oo t ro • y ~ . Any ce sa os be cay 
desire to tran cit to the Le ~t1cn throu~ you bold 
be accepted nd rorwerde to Dern by the next courier. 
Znclotlllres: 

J lol.ters to 
• Btcrnbuob. 

&a I . W'co4e, A~l.l1Te, 
Ar•r1can C~uaul Oen :el, 

.:u 1 : • 

Sincerely 1 ra, 
For the ~!n.stor. 

Daniel J. 
00l:IQero1 1 

W&L.uL ~ lt. ~ \.U....t. .......u...Ji ..:j 
~ pt{"\..~~~~ .. ~1' 

- ...... 
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''"''l' l<fll ' 

'Tiot 'lil'foii\Oo 

lE8ATIOH OF lHE UNITEO STt\Tf's/- ~, "-J 
Of AIIEIIICA 

REC'O fEB ] '! 1944 + n 
, it,Gall, Febr, 15th, 1,44, 

BERN 

tv . e... ... I 
To tbe Legation ot 
the U'BITED SfA~S OF 
4UBRI0.4 

l! e r n e. 

---...!:::.. Dear Lir, GOtzi.nger, 

· r""' ~~lb ~~~~~~ 

Will you please exouaa t he dal~y ot ~ reply to 
your esteemed let~er ot Ja.n. 26th , whiob 1a due to a oase ot illlleaa. 

Firstly I want to Oolli'irm that r have taken beat 
note ot all the details in your letter and that I will keep 
your inatruotions in every respect , 

As regards y our propoations No. 1-3 regarding the 
rem1 ttallOe o t the money I beg to say that in my opinion only 
~o .2 ot your propositions OOQld be taken 1n consideration. 
l!y the t way Ita do the beat in Order that the money a.hould remain in SwHzerland. 

In order to make tbe first trial in our action to 
save people, we did pay loo,ooo Pe.ngoa eaoh to three persona.litie~ 
in Hungaria who were prepared to oooup:r themselves with the work t ot resaue. 

H The p~:cymant to these PI raons has been made through 1: 
a friend of my brother Ing,N.Sternbuoh St,Gall at the cheap rate J 
ot 13 Pengl! for 1 s.tes J'rano.altogether trs. 23o76 . 90 The frien• · 

' in B\lngaria is int ereste<l to han his money in Sw1 tzerland an<! ' 
this is the reason that he grants this oheap rate. In this wa;r L 
we are saving people without sending ott money from Switzerland, 

r am alao looki:ag for a way to send a>'big amount to 
the Gra~abbi of Neutra {Slovaquia) aooording to the telegraphic 
instructions ot tht,..Y!J.1on ot Orthodox Rabble ot tbe United States 
This we1lknown Rabb1 tbe plaoe of oonoealment ot di tterent 
people and is oertailll.y able to save them. I hope thai a paymeni 
oould be made in the oourae ot the next da;rs under the same 
supposition that the oounier-va.).ue will remai.n in Swiizerland, 

I will not tail to let you have. ae requested by :rou. 
a periodical report ae eoon aa the ~1rst saTed p&ople will 

arrin in Bu.ngaria. lfaanwn1le • I beg to expreea you. dear 
Mr.Glltzinger, my heartiest thanks tor all rour e~~orts. 

I beg to remain, dear Sir. 

Yours ver;r sincerely. 

__ __,_,.... ____ ..,. 6 ·--. 
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To · 

Code 

I 

Aok.Pebruary 29, 1944. 

I CA!!JE FILE I 

TELEGRAM SENT 

Date : 

No : 
7ebruary 17, noon, 19 ... 

987 

Charaed to : 

Parapbraee 

Reference is made to your no. 3•1 ot 7ebruary 2. 

The message contained in the Depart .. nt •a telegraa 

cited eboYe and the correction ot paragraph A2 ot the 

license transmitted in the Departaent •s no. 229 or 

lanuary 22 could not be receiYed by Sternbuch until 

Pebruary 16 because ot S's illness. DeliYery was 

effected through the Consulate Genera l a t ZGrich on 

Februar1 16. St ernbuoh has been requested to t ranamit 

reply to the Union or Orthodox Rabbis through this 

Legation. 

HARRISON 

D.TR: RCO : nt 

In triplicate 

D 
81.1 n 

SJ_ '972 
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TELEGRAM SENT 

To : Depa;rtmeDt 
February 19, 9 p.m. , 1944. Date . 

No 1054 
Code : - Cba rged to 

Paraphrase 

Please rater to Legation's 98? or February 17. 

It is reported by Sternbuch that be bas purchased 
100,000 pengoes tor Swiss trance 23,07?, the trance 
remsining in Switzerland. This purchase was in 
accordance With pro?tsion A2 or licenee transmitted 
in your 229 ot .Tenuary 22. S . states that the pell8oea 
have been turned over to three persons in Hungary who 
are prepared to undertake rescue work. Through a 
similar arrangement he is endeavor1118 to make aTailable 
a large amount at funds tor rescue work in SloTilkia, 
Since A2 avoids the possibility ot transferring foreign 
exchange in enemy territory, Sternbuch considers it the 
only teas1b1e method ot operation, 

HARRISON 

D.TR : RCG: nt 
In triplicate 

SlAt 

J)y l 

... _ 
:ib.tr ·-
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llESATION Of THE UNITED siijj...;:::/ 
" " ''' '" ' '" QFAIIERICA S ZUrich , Febr, ?.4th , 1944. Tl l •• ,.,,. •• 

••• .... '"" ... """ ·" !l£C'D r£8 2 5 1944 
ZUr tob , Sobwe!zer sese 14 

Talephon: 5 95 44 . To the honorable 
BERN 

L e g a t 1 o n ot the U. S.A, 

Dear ~r. G~tzinger , 

1 herewith take the liberty ot calling vour attention , dear Sire , 
to the feet that the oitiz~ns of various south-~erican states , 
~he are interned at Belson- Bergen , respectively at the camp ot 

Zelle near H~nnover , nre completely out ott from the enter ~orld, 
Uontrary to other camps no news can be recei~ed f r om theaepeople I . 
and also the Red Crose is not in a position to peas on the ordina~ 
paroele to them. Some hundred or even some thousand people are 
said to be deported there ,but the names of t hese are not known. ~ 
Culy to-day I received a card from a relative of mine !rom the 

camp at 7ittmoning , dated Febr , 2o th, In this letter the man writes 

me that a familjy wbom I know (be ing South- Amer ican subJects of· · 

l atter days from camp at Ylesterbork in Holllllld )Whicll was liout dat,d 
partly 1n the ~eantime , have aleo been brought to the oamr o~ 
Zelle near Eannover some ot these dave together With • ho e families , Jthef 
This mesne that ~rom now on no ~ore news Will be had b~ these 

people, t oo, nor Will they ever get the par c els thr ough the Red Crose. 

Perhara it would be pose1ble fo r :'ou , dear Sirs . to clear this 

urgent queetion up through :vonr Gover nment or through the Red Crose 
and t o inter~ere somehow in a energetic way , Ur . Locher ot the 

lied Crose, though , irU'ormed me b•· telephone that be 1e not 'lble 

to do an-thing in thie matter and advised me to try to get in 
contact wJth yon , Therefore I beg to ask ~ou, dear ytra, to do 

all the necessary in order to attain that Lhese interned are 

-----------·br I--
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treated in the aame Wll.V aa the other interned people ot other 

American oampe in Ger man.v. I believe that tor the moment the Red 
Crose 1a moat euitable for tbe intercourse in order to get aome 
in:! ormation through the help of the Swiee Em baas:: 1 n Bel"lln. 

I eup~oee that the Chief , Pro!. Burkhard would atteal to thie 

matter if the same came to hie hands and it you i nstructed vour 
r epresentative with the Red Croea acoordtngily. 

Will you , dear Sire, kindly acce~t my deepest and sincerest apology 
tor cauetns you so much trouble ,and believe me t o be , dear Sire , 

Youre moet respectfully 

-5 -. .. 
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LEGATION Gf THE UNITED STATts 

OF AIIERJOA Aok • .February 29 , 1944. 

T._j llrtll'\11 
REC'D FEB 2 5 1944 

,.,_, fiiUt.•~ t>U ""Tt 'f'IJit II 

RlRN 

To the Legation of 
the United States of America 

B e r n e • 

Dear Ur. Gotzinger, 

ZUrich , Feb:r. 24th, 19-l4, 
Sohweizergaeee 14 
Telephon : 5 95 44 

On Febr, 16th I had the hono~r to r eoeive yo~r esteemed 
letters through the ConsQlate General 1n Zurich. Thanking you 
again tor yo~r kind eftcrta, I herewith beg to oontirm, according 
to your •ieh, that l have taken note ot the fall oWing; 

1. to o onsi dar the relatione with the :Legation ae 
strictly 0Qnf1dentisl. I Will act exactly according to your in­
structions although I could not admit any responsibility for an ~indiscretion which could be caused thro~gh other members of the 
OommJ. ttee. At any rate, I did everything necessary to exclude 
tba t possi biU ty. I also oon:firm you the details respecting 

2. the remittance ot the money . It bas been taken care 
that the money remains in Switzerland in any case . However, tbe 
way proposed by you could not be used by any means as nob~ would 
be prepared to have his money locked up, s~oh guarantees ~e given 
which can be considered ae eutticient for the tact that the money 
remains in Swit:erlaod. We are not making those rellli ttanoee through 
banting houses or Qnknown persona but only through men whom we 
tno• and •ho merit absolute contidenoe . The undersigned Will take 
the liberty of dieoaasing this 'lllsstion with you at the beginning t J ot the o aning week. , 

3. I cannot ;vet report to you muoh about the rescue-action . , 
.Ul steps in this direction have been OOI!Illlenced ; however, Owing to I· 
the coldness and the sno\Tfall on au fronti era no res Ill ts have be en 
obtained llp to this day. We are in staady connection with Budapest 
and are eroeoting further repofls every day . On the beginning ot ~o CO~lng weak I will take the liberty of sending yo~ a detailed 
report ror the Union of Orthodox Rabbis ot USA regarding the d~te­
rent quest! one they au bllli tted to me. I v11ll Perhaps remit to ;vou this report ~ueaday nezt at the l~test. 

I also •ould. be greatly thankful to ~·oo it you waul~ 
help -rtb regard to another i~portant matter Wh1oh caacorns the 
1Jnion of orthodox rabble. Since 10 days I am in connection With 
the International Comllli ttee o' the Red Crose, t!essrs . Baa11 and 
Loeber (Cbie.# ot the American service) regarding the supply o! 
about 600 kgs , of Passover bread (Wazzen) to the orthodox American 
interned nereone in the campe ot l'.l'ittmoning and Vittel . The ai\U. 
gentlemen were so kind to make a telegraphic 1ngairy, but b5Ve not 
yet received any reply . It would certBinly be neetul if you woald 
be so kind as to get into telephonic o?nnection with these men 

-ere 1l •-
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Febr. 24th , 1944, 

or perhaps ask an aooalerated settlement of this matter 
1n Washington. For the transport of these liazzen sev oral 
weeks Will be needed and it coald happen that they Will STrive 
too late or even cot~ld not be obtained event11a11:v nert week , 
The interned peraone have asked these Mazzen every year . 

With repeated thanlce :tor yol.lr valuable efforts and beet regards , I beg to remain, 

doar Mr . Gotzinger, 

Very sincerely YOI.lra 

- ., j-
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l£SATIOI OF THE UIITED STATES 
OF A&IEBIOA 

REG'O FEB 2 8 1944 

Let to Sternbuoh 2/29/~4 

ZUr1oh , Febr, 28 th, 1944, 

To the honorable 

L a g a t i o n or the United Statea or 
Amer ca 

this matter Dear l.;r , Getsinger, eve::-&1 

111 &rrivo Rotorriog •o .. "'' '''''' I "''''''" hog to b.., yoo tho 
••t •••k. tor tbo UDioD or orthodox ••bbio or '"' Uoitod St•••• '''" '"' 

ear. 

rts and 

ours 

iJ 

request to paee thi~oonteota of. 

At the same time we gi?e you the names ot those , to whom money 

has been aent to save people , Thla aot1on 1s among others also 
controlled by the president ot the Jewish Community or 

~. Freudiger , with whom we are in telephone-oontaot, 

Tbeunderstgned Will take the l!berty ot calling upon you next 
Tuesday and Wi ll not fail to r ing you up berore, ~lth my very 

best thanks tor all Your kindness and with best regards, I am, deer Sir , 

---------loo,ooo Pengo ••• ~ • 
1oo,ooo " 
1oo,ooo 
!tO,OOOSl~•.Kr •• " 

-

Yours most respeottully 

.s 1 lb. e r , .Budapeat 
Bhietraobi Tl telbaum, 

'"'"" C 0 h D 

"""" U n g a r, 

, Hungary } o 
Sotmar , Hungary f r · 23 • 0 76. 9 
Unsver " " 
Nitr e , Sl o•aota f r , l2 . 000,--



To the 

U n 1 o n ot Orthodox Rabbis ot the United S&atea 
V e a d h a R a t z a 1 a 

!:lnergenoy, 
l) 

1\'e beve stailted an action tor saving end so -tar total!; 35,000 abt . 
tran~tted to the rabbis of Neutra and So~ar and also to some 

persona in Budapest , ~ho are giving their advtces to one another . 
Further remittances ere to be made as soon as a list or the "first 
saved people 1s to be got • The action i s also controlled by 
some orthodoxioal personalities in Budapest . To eave people has 

became much more d1-tt1cult since some weeks and nearly impossible 
on ~coount ot the snow and cold weather at ell frontiers . •hen 

.. -~/· ~ the first results Will be known , we &hall let you know. We shell ~...1-~-1' oUo ropm ob<>u< oU to tho ••erio., .;,,.,.,., Fw-tbo~on •• hon j 

. informed the following gentlemen, that they have beer. co:npleted to . !! \ 

.,j.Y .r- ":__; our o-""' thoy "" """"· • i o o •, '' i 1 o o ' , R o m , ~ ~ 8 e r l o w 1 t z and C o b n • ,;n~·ofi· 2} 

/tt 
The Journey through Turkey to get to Palest i ne is very difficult 

now. There are men with certit1oatea in the ~lovso1a and Hungary, 

who cannot depart tor that reason and who have to keep themselves 
hidden . Enormous sums must be paid to get in a ctrc~stantlal way 

a permit to pass through the above named country. 1hua there is 
a terrbile state there . At present only 8 souls per week are 

allowed. ror this matter tne rabbis ~. Herzos e nd Dr .Eliesch are 
staying at Istamboul at present. Try to tind a way and a chance 
to inter~ene witb the Turkish ~oTernment , that at last grea~er 
reliet is g1Ten, or that tree passing to ell ,being owners or 
Palestine-oertitioalea and wno do not intend at ell to rematn, 
while passtne through, in Turkey. 
3) 

Lately also peopl~ trom Belgi~, Franca and Hollond,ae~g kept 
hidden, were deported to the East . Various people might have saved 
tbemselTea to Switzerland , it they only had had the necessary 

mon•y. £Yery day we ere getting such urgent calla tor help or 

such people. 4Qd besides many people atarTe in tneir biding-placea. 
Please, try to begin a groat action in ravour or those people 

among the many Belgian as well as French rerugees in ~•rica. 

--------...... ·-· 
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It would not be clever to Wait any longer •itb the help tor 
saving them, until they m1gbt also be deported to the East 
Without the ollance or being found atterward.s . Or lll.!ly we abo 

save meanwhile •ith that money the retugees trom those oountriet. 
'ffz j e ! } f _P_?_'_'_ 1

_ 1 _?_n_•_ 1_R_l_._ 

The poaatbility ot saving the retugeea from those countries 
to Switzerlandis gnantsd only to a few categories or elder17 

men or more tha~ 60, to women With little ch1lde-n or such who 

lll.!ly have some certain relattvea in Switzerland. Ot her categories 
ot refugees, as tor inetenoe, Younger men ere in accordance •tth 
the order or 3•1tzerlande• Foreign-Police-Department prohibited 
at the borders ot the country by the ottice rs there to enter 
Switzerland and driven beck Without any court ,quite regerdlees 
ot the consequences to be driven to death. Suo~ retugeea ere 
not even allowed to epee~ through the telephone With their ec­
quaintanoes just to enable every kind or intervention. - It 

ia not ditt1cult to imegtne what such a treatment means tor cen, 

•to succeeded after terrible troubles, that might be even deadly, 

to get to Swiss territory and there to find themselves refused. 
Just tor that reason and such risks lately only very few 

retageea have tried trom France or Belgium to come over to 

uWitzerland. It would be ot greet importance to influence the Swtas 
Government to stop at last such refusals or persecuted Je~, who 
have to rlee rrom the Nazis, end to take them as political 

retugeos, The NUnoiature epoetol1que at Bern with whom we have 

excellent relations and who have been so helpful to us in all thing• 
tor a considerable time , they have according to our request aleo 
tried to intervene several months ago With the Swiss Government 

tor the Vatican. Facilities were granted then, but the retusals 

are still goine on in a quiet way end •111 be 1noreastng when the 
number or rerugeea should be increasing again. 

Sternbuch Rubinfeld Rosenbaum 
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J . Sternbuch, Esquire, 
Sobweizergasae 14, 

Zurioh. 

Sir: 

( 

Bern, February 29 , 1944 . 

I rarer to y our letter of February 24, 1944 , to 
Jlr. Get zinger, in whioh you request that the Lept ion 
toke action witb regard to certain citizens of 
various other American republics who are interned at 
Belson- Bergen, at the camp of Zelle near Hannover. 

fhe Legation regrets to state that although it 
oommunicates with the ~adoral Polit i cal Department 
regarding the afiairs or certain of tba othe.r 
American republics , it does so ~eraly as a channel 
of communi cations and s erves only t o transmit 
messa~ea between the Swiss Government and the gov­
ernments of tho other Acer i oan republioe wboae 
interests in eneQy t erritory are represenoed by 
Switzerland. 

In view of this f oot, the Legation is unable 
to take any action ~ith regard to your comcun1cat1on 
under r e ference and suggest s that, should you desire 
to pursue turther the cat ter, you communicate with 
the repres entatives c! the interested governments 
at ~ern or their cons~lar o!!ices in Switzerland. 

Yours very truly , 
Pcr the Minist er: 

Dale Yr. ber 
Second Secretary 

A trowo ~ou,.,, 1 r.a:G/d:nt 
of the '"11,,.:1 
orfgmi#/~ 

~ 

- 8 ·-
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J . Sternbuoh, Esquire, 
Sohllei l!:erga:Jse 1~ , 

Zurich . 

Six: 

B&.n:, i'ebzuary 29 , 1944. 

I refer to the penultimate paragraph of your 
letter of Pebruary 2~ , 1944 , to Ur. Getzinger, with 
reoard to your desire that the Legution aes~st in 
havina !o.rwax<led to the oat!ps at rittmonino . Gemany. 
and V~ttel , Pranoo , six hundred kilos o~ passover 
bread. 

As the Leontion is not in G positlon to ask 
the Red Oross ~o send special puroels to o~ps 1n 
GarmAny, 1t regrets exceedingly that 1t is unable 
to take any aot1on with reuard to your request . 

GWi/dmh 

·~ 

Very truly yours, 
Por the U1nister: 

ntla 1f. llaher 
Second Secretary 
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ern, reoruor1 29, 1944 

"i'ill Pouch 'tO zurich 

Mr· Isaac St.er~buch, 
Villa colon~oll••• 

~ont.rc.U.· 

Dtt-.r su: 
JaJ' l refer to _T.)Ilr lett.H& .d 'f'ellrl.lar'l' 1.5 ,.Ad 

peoruan 2B re0&.rai.n~ 'Pl1renA•• o! lilln&.,;\JI.n mon•J 'for 
relief ect.tv1t1ell tner•· In yl)ur let. er o! fe~rllSTJ 
15 ''' •"''" ,,..t ;>o.ooo '"""'" •""' ••""' tor• .. • a !r1en! of your bro~er·s at 1~ pellboes !or l ~wial 
rrsnc. You negleCt. to eta~• in e1tner letter t.b• name 
or tne seller of tnl• moneY as well aa biB aad=eee. 
Under ~ \8~ o! t.ne license 1seued to JOU you are 
reqou•• to coooolt o/1 th th o ""''"'" wlwr• ,.r 1< 1• 
····••1• ••'"' ., .. uooot1o& ........... t ....... it m~t ~e raasooBblY eure tnat t~e ecllera o! currenC1 
'tJl'ft beld it. since before t.hlt dnte upon 7il:l10D the 
,..rtcan O<>W,_ot tr•" "" ~rr'"'c' in quoot100 or 
that. i! ac~u1re4 eubsequentl3 tnereto tnat t.ne enea1 
••• not '"''' rro• tbi• tr""'"'''· 1o '"' ,,..,. 
oou14 ''" thoro!"''' to oo••"""" witb W .,,.. o1 tb• 11<""., .,..,,., t ,,,, coo!" with""' LogatiOO >otoro 
concludtDS pure~••• o! rorei&P currency. 

1ould you please infora tn• Le& t1on o! the detail• 
ot '\!11 ~urco.ase or 't.llO '}OD, 000 nunt>aT1en pent.o•• . 

verY trulY yours, 

I>aniel J . Re-san, 
co~ rctel Attaoh6. 
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To: 

Prom: 

-

Mr.~le 
D.J.R. 

I 

I have received A letter from Rabbi Sternbucb 
representing the Union of O~nodox Rabote of the 
United States and Canada, to Which was attached a 
copy of tile enclosed memorandum whose co11.enta Rabbi 
S•ernbucb re quested be f orwarded by telegraph through 
the Department of State to his organizat~ • Inasmucn a.~ the contents of his memorandum are no~ ·Witiu.n the 
realm of economic Warfare, I am torwardine, .1 t to you 
for suon action as you may W.1sn to take . 

Enclosure as stated . 

·-.It<... 
iY.J.R. 

Government, •nat at least greater relief is given , or that 

free paeatng to all, being owners ot Palesti.ne-ce~i!1oales and 

wno do not 1n tend at. all to remain, While paas1J:ls through, in 
Turkey, 

3) 



• 
- copy -

Enclosure to Sternbuch•s letter or Pebruary 28, 1944. 
In CA Piles 848 Union or Ortnoao~ Rabbis in the u.s. 
To the 

Onion of Orthodox Rabbis or the United S~ates Vaadha Hataala hmorgency , 
1) 

We have started an action for saving and so far to~ally 35 . 000 

• bt . transmitted to the rabois or Neutra and So~mar and also to 

some .Persona ill Budapest, who are giving tt.eir aavices to one 

another. E'urther remi ttiUlc es are to be made as soon as a list 

or t.ne t'irst saved people is to be got. Tne aation is also 

controlled by some ortr1odoxica1 personali ti-.;ies in Budapest. 

To save people has become much more difficult since some weeks 

and nearly impossible on account of the snow and cold weather 

at all frontiers. When the first results WLll be known, we 

Shall let you know. We Shall also report about all to the 

111-d. 1: American Elnbassy. Purtnermore we have in:t'ormed tne follo"ing 

~"-;1 , __ /sontlomon, <nat thoy havo boM ~•plotod "" o= oo~Hhd; 
-,.:;- \ ... , ~ .. •••on. Pin.,, Wilnor, "oo, Borlo•H• "'' Cobn. ~" 
~ 2) 

"-?-,1, Tho Jo..,noy tln-..,n 'l'urkoy to got to Pal., "•• in "ry 4iPf1ouh 

now. There are men "itn certificates in tne Slovacia ana 

HIJ.llSary, Who cannot depart for that reason and w:,o have to keep 

themselves nidden . Enormous sums must be Paid ~o get in a 

curoumstantial way a pezwit to pass tnrougo tne above naaed 

country. Thus tnere ie a terrible state there. At present 

only 8 souls per week are allowed. For tnis matter the raobis 

Mr . Herzog and Dr. Elissch are staying at Istamboul a~ present. 

Try 1:0 find a way and a c!J&.noe to intervene wit.h the Turkish 

Government, that at least greater relief is given, or that 

free passing to all, being owners or Palestine-certiticales and 

wno do not 1ntend et all to remain, llfilile pass1116 through, in 
Turkey. 

3) 

-
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ktely also people from .Belgium, Prance and Hollm d, 

being kept hidden , were deportee to the East. Various people 

might have saved themselves to Switzerland, ir t~ey only had 

had the lla cessary money . &very day we are gett:t.ng suob urgent 

calls for help of euon people. And besides many people starve 

1n their hiding places . Please, try to begin a great action in 

favour of those people among tbe many Belgian as well as Prench 

rerugees 1n America. It would not be clever to wait any longer 

Wi til the help for saving them , until they might also be de­

ported to the East Wi tbout tne Chance o'[ being :found a:fterwards. 

Or may we also seve meanwn1le with that mor.ey tne refugees from 
those countries . 

!latstlo 1 • c t 1 1 a t 1 a ; 
4) 

Tl:B possi bill ty of saviiS tbe refugees from toose countries 

to Switzerland is 6ranted only to a few categories of elderly 

men of more than 60, to women With little children or such 

who may have some certain relatives in Switzerland. Other 

categories of re:tugees, as for instance, youll6er men are 1n 

accordance With toe order ot Switz rlands• Foreign-Police-

Depert1,ent pro.bibi ted at the borders of the country by tne 

officers tnere to enter Swi tzerland and driven back Witnout 

any court, qUite regardless of toe consequences to be driven 

to aeat.b. Such refugees are not even allowed to speak througn 

tne telephone witn tbeir acquaintances just to enable every 

kind of intervention. It is not a1ft1cult to imagine wnat such 

a treatment means for men, who succeeded after t~rrible troubles, 

tnat might oe even deadly , to get to s".ss terrJ.tory and there 

find tr~m3elvea refused. 

Just 

---..---- ·-
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Just !or that r6aeon and such risks lately only very 

few ref~ees nave tried from Prance or Belgium to come over 

to Sll'i tzarland. It would be of great importance to intluenoe 

the Swiss Government to stop at last suob r e£usals or persecuted 

Jews, who have to flee from tbe Naxis, and to take them as 

pol4tical refugees . The Nuncia"Ure apostolique at Bern with •nom 

we have excellent relations and who have been so helpful to us 

ill all things for a considerable time, they have according 

to our request also tried to intervene several months ago 

with tbe SWiss Government for the Vatican. Paci11~es were 

granted then, but the refusals lll·e still going on in a qUiet 

way and will be increasing when the numoer of ref~ees should 
be increasing again. 

Sternbuch Rubinfeld Rosenbaum . 

-·- ·-
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TELEGRAM SENT 

To: Department 
Date. 

!larch 4, 6 p . 111., 19«. 
Code No 1321 

Chartred to: 

Paraphrase 

Refer to Department•a no. 341, February 2, 

In Depertment • s discretion please inror111 Vaedha 
Hatzala Emergency Committee of the following, Which 
co111priees the substano~ of a report by Sternbuch, Rubin­feld and RosenbsW!i. 

1. The rescue work has begun but lately difficulties 
have been greatly increased by snow Snd cold. 35,000 francs 
have bsen translll!ttad to Rabbis Neutra and Sot~~~ar to date, 
and also to persons in Budapest Where orthodo~ personalities 
control action, All are cooperating. You and Legation in Bern Will be intor~ed of results. 

2 . It is very difficult at present to reach Palestine 
through Turkey. The cost or permits for transit through 
Turkey are enormous and conditions there are terrible. 
Only eight persona ere admitted for transit each week, 
Consequently men 1h Slovakia end Hungary with certificates 
cannot leave end 111ust remain 1n hiding. ln connection with 
this matter, Rabbis Herzog end Dr. Eliasoh ere staying in 
Istanbul. Endeavor to intervene with Government or Turkey 
to secure greater relief or tree transit to all holders 
of Pelestine certificates who do not intend to remain in Turkey. 

from Belgium, France, and Holland 
3. Deportations/or persons in biding occurred lately; 

it funde had been at hand these pur sons 1111gb t have reached Switz~rland . ~e get appeals from such persons every day; 
many or them are starving in this places ot hiding. Please 
institute a big movement in their favor emong Belgian end 
French refugees in Am~rica. Delay threatens them with 
deportation East beyond the possibility or rescue. May we 
use tor refugees in these countries the funds that have been made evetlable to us? 

4. Followin~ is str1cL1y confidential. The possibility or retu~eee from Holland, Belgium and France to enter 

SwJtzer l.alld 

-- c ·-
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Switzerland is limited only to those Who have have relati ves 
in Switzerland, women with minor Children ,end to elderly men 
over sixty. In scoordenoe with en order or tbe Swiss foreign 
Police Department, other categories, such as younger man, 
ere prohibited entry at the border end regardless or oonse­
quenoes to be driven to death they ere reJected without 
hearing . Suob refugees era not even allowed to telephone 
to aoqueintanoea to initiate intervention. It i s not 
dlftioult to imagine what such treatment means for men Wbo, 
after teeing even deeth to attain Swiss territory, find themselves rerused there . 

Very few refugees from France or Belgium have recently 
tried to enter Switzerland tor these reasons. It would be 
of great importance to influence the Government or Switzer­
loud tn •dolt •• P011t1oo1 '''"<••• por •ooutod •••• ' '••ins 
from the Nazis . At our request several months ego tbe 
Nuncteture Apostolique at Bern, with whom wa have excellent 
relations end wbo has long bean of help to us, intervened 
tor the Vatican with the Swiss Government . At that time 
facilities were granted but refusals continue in ~quiet 
way end if the number ot refugees rises again they w111 
increase . Signed ROSENBAUW, RDBINFELD, end STERNBuca. 

This paragraph tor Vepertment only. Please reed 
Legation's telegrams nos. 1303 end 1304 or Weroh 4, which 
contain offictsl statement or the policy or the Swiss 
Government regarding the admission or refugees , in connection 
with the statements made in the COnfidential paragraph numbered 4 above. 

HARRISoN 
1129 , 00 

.TKB:mJb:nt 
One paraphrase 

r , y ,., A ;, 
1 I ( 
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84 6 tniHltl F Ok1'HODOX RJ,BDIS IN TIC US 

Wr. J , Sternbuch, 
Schwe1%ergease 14, 

Zurloh. 

Sir: 

Born , ~arch 7 ,1944, 

I rerer to IO·U' lottor ct Feb!'uary 28, 1~44, 
enclosing the te~t ot the telegrao wh1ch you re­
queated the Legation to sond to the Union or 
Orthodox Robbla ln tl.e United Stotea. 

I \,l ah ~o ln!'ol'll:. yo11 thllt ,your telegr1o hoa beer. aont ln tLo nocntiae . 

Daniel J. Re'lgso 
C~~eroiel Atteot• 



t 

~ 
Mr. Sterr11o~u en 

A"arcm 7 conr.trlllin~:; 
letter ni" Feb.ru~;ry 
with his req~est. 

Jlarch 7, 1944 . 

was haJJCled tlle Lecatton rs letter or 
that tne mesaase contalnea in hia 
28 r•ad been despa tcnaa tn accora noe 
lie eJtp1·essect Ilia apJr eciat1on . 

¥r. ''''""••• '''''"' to OiFFiooltioo '"""""'•rod Oy J '<!a<> ror,.,., i o obtaI Ofos 00 trt• i Oto S•i t >or>aod . 
•• • ,.,., •• '""'i""' '"'' '""Hon or "''"' iopor. 
tonoo "'" "OpOd "" Oielomouo iot~''"<foo Oy tho 
"'••tion. in >oro or too ooo,.,., ""ntrt,, And ,, tho 
NOhofo ond th!a Z.s&lion ooold bo Arran"'' · 8o '''''' 
'"" ho ••• '"'"'"" • •••or,M.., _., · <a,, .,, ••1 l'rh1ch he IYil] SUbmit Sbortl,r. 

I '"''''•nod <r. Stornbooh tonoornfng <no rinonotol 
''""'""iona ""''" """~""-" ,,.,.,,.., Ior o. o "'""'" or 
.... o,, '"' ''''okiao ~.-:. .. ••• ,., '"" '" •••••• 
ot tho ••"«o•o • '"''" roc s.,,, rr .,, ''""'' by nL, .,, 
'-o Othor .... ,,. or tho eo .. ,,,,, "'' '••n "'"•o to '" orothor, H. Storobuoo, or St. Golt . >o doolarod tnot 
'"• '"'" Will ltoia tbio "'••< Unttl "'tor '"• •or •non 
'" 0111 """' P'J'mont to ttto "'"""' tn a,,...., ""o "''""'' 
tno """'"· l!e "•tad '-•t hia orotnor "'' """"'"' to 
"''' tho por.,., tn """""J· '"' ""'Pliod tho .,.,.o,, ""' ,~, ''''''' ntm <not tnoy .,. '"''••t •••tor, or tho •••tsb 
'"'"""''' in ""'•>•••. >w. 3tornbocn '''''' tnat no 
roo,,.,, '''•nhonto conrtr.,tion rrom ""'''''' Co ,,,, in 
"""• .,, "'"di tnot tho """"'" w,._ Ooliv~,. to tho., 
.,,n,, '••i&notoa by ntm, ""''''• Siloor, Tttolboum, .,. 
conn . 

llr. ''""'"'n "'"' tnat '"" "'"""tan ~ "'n""'"" ••• ., .. .., '" nta '"'" or ...... .,. " ,, balr~ orr.,.,, in • ''•!lor monnor •ltno"<n iq tnio '''' 
a •ritton tonrtrmotioo or tho r•oofpt or tne ~. •111 

~ 

" ro """' oor oro to• """" r o, 12, ooo r ''""' '' "' "'" to 
his brott.er. 

I Polntoa oct to >r. Storn,,,, <hot ""'•r tho oonototon, 
ot <o ""n" ho "'"''' """'" •non ""'""• •ttn "" 
"'""''" "'"' '"••stn• in ''lnonotoJ "'""•Uooo ""' '"'' 
ruu "''"" onoclo " "'"' to '"' Loanu., or '"' ""'"'''' , . ~ •• '''"•••tlo,~ ....... tompl,,,, .. ,,, tnolioonoo, ••••••• u, ~ or tb ....... """' .. , '"'W'• ,.,., .... I ..... UpOn ••• ' '"'~ n.,,,. "' ~, !n r"'"'• ,, rou,., '• tno ""• or "" 

1'r""n- litoo., in n~a ''""'""'· Ho .., • .,, to .,"" ot 
,, ,.,,, ,,,, , ro11 wr!tton '''"rt oono,rntao <n• P•n&a 
... ~ .......... o., '"' ........ ' '" "" r .. , ... •• c r.rency. 
•• ld .... ,, '"" .. bo<or, ~ ..... '"'"'•r , ........ or 

I 
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J eJso ~ointea out to nim tna1; tne manner of the 
purchases of -~~s and ptngoes aoes not tall strictly 
~L1:iin tne autnorJzation of A2 or the fruasury license 
in tua• tne olocked accounts na7e not been establisned 
but tr.at tne Swiss 1'rancs nave been paid to his brotner. 
He stated tnot persons would not oe Willi~; to supply 
funds were tne counter-pa,ymen-:: to r..e matte in 1:he for~~~ of a blockea account . 

R. c .G. 

RCJ/imp 

------· ·-
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@:ASE FILEf 

TELEGRAM RECEIVED 
·l From· Lepartment 

Date: 
M rch 9. 1~44, 5 ~. m. 

Code. No: 784 

Rscetved 
r 10, e a . m. 

Th mn a Which follows is ~o b 1 ned bJ Ioaac 
St rnbuoh, w ~ee re ly th L t1on u. uld to~r cd to the De rtm•nt 1mm diately . 

License w-~118 hasten 1 cud by th~ Tr asury to ~ ndha Hnt&nln Pr ency Co~ittec, of new York (w icb 
.,.111 be re:rerred to ae "Vaad" her 1nnfter) cov r~ the ~ransac~ on ~hich follows her~under: 

Vaad desir s to com:::unicate with R\\bbi Clmim Szcul~wtc~:, 
whosft aJdress is 21/3 Baikal Road, Shanghai, Chl.m, but h" 
1 eat;er that the Owtllori ties do not resard suc.I-J COIII:n mlca­
tion as ha 1n its origin in the United States. In ncoo:danoe 
thar with, the t'ollol'l'1n m • l!!lge s oul b!! del:tvered to 
Isaac St rnbu~~-J. o. St. Gallen, Switcerland, with Vaad

1
s 

r u~et t it bl.' truo itt a to R bbi Sz~ule icz at once 
a h Vl.ng ori inn ted -rr m h1m. Al hough, f' course, the 
Le t n 1 ul delivl.'r a paraphrase o~ th• onss e in 
lest on, special care 8h uld be taKen 1n his connection 

th t Rabbi Szculew:tcz will b~ eble to ~~derstand the full 
~.icati~n r the mn e receiv d uy him. Rabbi Sz~ulewicz lw.ll understand the reference to "fifty• to ~ n dollars 

:Ci-rt3 thCUs:utd. Pollo ing is th ll"IUISOe: 

- ·-
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L!!'lt. T' \)N 01' THI! 
UNITfu, -'TlS 01' AMERICA 

Rr t4. MA.~s 1Q44 
o BE RN o 

To the honorable 

B m b a s s y ot the U n 1 t e d S t a te s 
ot A m e r i c a 

Deer Cr . Cotzinger, 

Referring to our meeting 
-• ·-~ - peoplE' 

ng . N. 
mat.teJ 
het tt 
ause t 

:ad in 

•e is e -rland, 
w.bo er 

, dear 
•en sect 

••ever , 

.and , t 

ertejn 

, seved 
my easel 

_!,! __ ~--!!--~--!.-

1 herewith beg to confirm tbat the 

~mit tllllcea 

Je abroad, 

as 

•ds keeping -dealers, 
rtune in 

let you 

get intor::ed 
I borders 
lerstand, I 
.tutur., , 

to let Y• 1111 be 

ally pose, to be good 
enough to pass the attached letter on to the Union or Orthodox 
Rabbiea o.t U . ~ ••• 

At thf' same time I take the liberty ot referring to my 1nter­
viewwtth you regarding your help concernint this action tbroug~ the 

American Embassy in favour or such refugees . r beg to ask you once 

more to submit this letter ot mine to your respectable LJ ,Herrtaon, 
1n you plP.e~e . It my work, ~ith Wh1oh I was entrusted tnrough 

uasbtngton , tor tre rescue ot persued persona fro~ the territory or 



""al. r. "'' 44 

Ll!•;f T!i)N 01' THI! 
U"IT!V. -<TtS 01' AMeRICA 

Rf 14. MAl\ S IQ.t.t 
o B E RN • 

To the honorable 

~ m b e a 2 y or th U n 1 t e d S t e te • 
or A ~ e r 1 o e 

-!!--~--!L_!I __ ~-
Deer kr . Getzinger , 

Rererrlng to our meeting I herewith beg to oonrirm that the 

( 
remittance to those people ,mentioned in my lgat letter, bee been 

~de by my brother Ing. N. sternbuch or ~t . Gell . Such rewittancee 
ere e most delicate matter, as those friends ,helping us abroad, 

~ish on no account that th~ir names should be mentioned,sinoe sucu 
traosnotions might oeuse severe penalties by the 
people did not succeed in savins themselves. 

Nevertheless there is en a bsolut~ certainty as regards keeping 
the amount in .:>wit erland, ror they ere no proteaslonal dealers, 
but private persons Who ere 1nter~sted to keep their fortune in 

this oountry.You may, deer tr . Cetzinger, rest assured thet I shell 
never per.rorm any tren ~;action Without betng quite sure or such a t guerlllltee . 

Untortun9toly, however, it is not alNays possi ble to let you 

know or this beforehand, for instance in a case When I ~et inro~d 
at Difht- time that certain people ere near the Rungerien bor ders 

wit~ e Tiew of being saved ; then , as you Will surelv understand,! 
em unable to delay~ assent, not even tor e moment . ln f uture , 
however, I intend to let you know before whenever this Will be 

poeaible ,praot1celly possible . 119y I ask :rou , de!lr ~1r, to be ~ood 
enough to pees the attached letter on to the Union ot Orthodox 
Rabbies O.t' U. S.4. 

At th~ same time I take the li~erty or rererrins to my 1nter­
vie~w1th you regarding your help conoern1ng thid action throug~ !he 

american Embassy in ravour or such r~.t'ugeea . I beg tc ask you once 

core to eubmi t th1s letter or mine to your l'espeoteble ll.r .Harrison , 
in you pl~e6e . It Qy work, with which I -as entrusted through 

•&abington, tor the rescue or peraued persona from the territory ot 

a 1 

- .... ... ·-. 
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l~'ii\TION 01' T"l! 
UNIT~ I.>. "Tf.S 01' Atl!lfRfCA 

R•· 14.11A!iS 1Q4d 

o BERN e 

Trtl. !I ,.,, 44 

To the honorable 

E m b a s a y or the U n 1 t e d s t a te s 
or A m e r 1 c a 

-!.!--~--!!--~--!.-
Deer Mr . Getzin&~r , 

Reterrlns ~o our meeting I herewith beg to confirm that the ri • 
remittence to those people ,mentioned in my lsst letter , has been 

made by my br other Ing. N.Sternbucb or <>t . Gall. Juct: remittances . 
Are a moat delicate matter, s.e those 1'riends , helpi ng ua abroad, . : 

... b ---

ssional dealers , 

heir fortune in 

:ssured that I sh&l~ 

te sure or such a t 

at nieht- time that cel'tain peop"'" ... ... .. __ _ 

Bible to let YOU 

•ben I get i nror:ed 
Hungarian borders witb e view or being saved; then , as you Will surely understand,! 

em unable to delay my assent, not even tor a moment. ln ruturs, 
bow~ver , I intend to let you know before Whenever this Will be 

possible , practically possible . Uey I ask vou , deer Sir, to be good 

enough to pees the attached letter on to the Onion ot Orthodox 
Rabbles or u.s.A. 

~t th~ seme timd 1 tske the liberty or reterrtog to my lnter­

~iewwt tb you regarding your help concerning this sction tbro1"g:J :ne 
~~r1can Embassy in ravour of such refugees, I beg t b ask you once 

l:lOre to submit this letter of mine to your respectable Alr .Harri son , 
1n you pleahe , Ir my work, ~ith which I was entrusted through 

iss htngton, tor tr.e rescue of persued persona from the terrttory of 

11.11 

--......... ·-



·/r1N "I' I ·: t{' let <' II 
'ln/\Tut t' 

....... ~ .......... 
IIIII IIt lf•\IHt .. f"t ""'h l l 1/ 

LlnAT'()N 01' TKI! 
UNIT!!u • .. Tts 01' AIIEIIICA 

Rf 14. rtA!iS 1Cl&d 
o BERN o 

To the honorable 

E m h a s ~ y or tba u n 1 t e d S t a te a 
or A m a r 1 e a 

-!1--~--!L_~--~-
Dear ~ - Getzinger , 

Rererring to our meeting I herewith be~ to confirm tbet the 
remittance to those people ,mentioned in my l~et letter, baa been 

~do by ~ brother Ing. N.Sternbucb or ~t . Gell , Such remittances 
are a moat delicate metter, as those friends ,helping ua abroad , 

-ish on no account that their names should be menttoned,sinoe such 
traneeotions mi~bt cause severe penalties by the ens~ as 
people did not suooeed in saving themselves. 

Nevertheless toere is an sbeolute certai nty as regards 

-~e amount in ~Wit erlend , for they ere no protessionsl dealers , 
but private persons who ere interested to keep their fortune in 

this country. You may, dear~ . Getzinger, reat assured that ! shall 
never perrorm any transaction Without being quite sure or such a t guarantee . 

U~tortunetoly, however, it is not a l ways possible to let you 

know or this beforehand , for instance in e oa3e •hen I ~e t informed 
at night-tt~o that certain people ere near the Hungsrtaa borders 

with ~ View ot ~etne saved; then, as you Wi ll sural~ understend, I 
am unable to delay my assent , not even tor a mo~snt . ln fu ture, 
bow~ver , I intend t o let you know beror~ whenever this Will be 

poeaible ,practtcall~ possible. ~sy I ask 7ou, deer Sir , to be good 
enough to pasa the attached latter on to the Union ot Orthodox 
Rabbies or u.s .A, 

At the aame time I take t he liberty or referring to my inter­
vie~wtt~ you reeardtng your help concerning this action throug~ :ha 

American Embassy in favour or suoh retugeea , I be~ t~ sak you once 

more to submit this letter ot mtne to your respectable -r .Harrison , 
in you Plee~e . Ir my work, with Which I was entrusted through 

b88h1ngton , tor t~e rescue or pereued persona fro~ the territory or 

• a 1 

.. ·-
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'be enemy , is to be suooeaatul, it does not auttioe to place money 
only at III,Y t\lsposal tor that Purpose,as you Will understand ,deer 

Ur.Cetzin~er . Ir this task , being not quite easy, should be or any 
uee at all , your kind and valuable assistance is ot no lese ~­
~ortence and I assure you that I will treat the ~hole ~tter sbsob 
tel y conttdentielly in e~ry way. Ot what uaa could 1t be 1n the 

end, it these p~ople , being br•ught to a sate place , were driven 
baok in a most oruel manner to the German hell. 

At the present moment the intervention with the 3wies autho=it»~ 
is Of CODS1derable importance end to my Opinion i't is abo in the 

interest ot America as well end elso to the allied. as you know 

well, all male retugees ot less then 65 years ere sent beok at the 

borders , end this attar having succeeded in setting to ~w1tzerlen1 
attar many dangerous barahips end even often Viewing death iteelt. 

Only o 1 d people, being over 65 Years, are permitted to remain , 
but n o t younger ones between 15 - 65 years ot ags . Theea erre d~ 
ported by the Hitlergang in ¥ranee as we11 as Holland and Beleium 

to Germany in order to work there very muoh against our own interst, 
Just in the latter daya such actions have been developping in a 

tremendous measure and moat alermtnB reports and despaired calla 

ror help have reached ue now . These poor people ere being caught b 
the streets Juat like dogs end then deported somewhere. 

•OUld it be right or me, deer Jir , to keep qui et etter ell tlli~ 
Is not everyone or us in the face or God and his own conscience 

compelled to help wherever and whenever this 1s possible ? ·.Yar e I 

notoonvinoed as e Jwi~s ci%1zen ot the correctneee or an absolute 
neutrality ot ~witzerlend, I shoUld have to tbink that such re­

tuaa!a ot such retuge~a ot less than 65 years is cau.ed by a commm~ 
ot t.be enemy ot from tear ot him . 'l'hough 1t ms3• be 11 regre tteble 

error or misunderstanding or certain J~i se euthoritiea,though not 

intended by our country, the tact 1s, no doubt , ot help to the enemv. 

But are we ellolfed to be Sllent and to agree to such deportation• 

ot men,being in the prime ot t~eir lite and tbus beine forced to 
work against ua over there ? 

Furthermore a direct instruction ot the honorable Government or 

~sahington hf1s to be stated, lhlmely the one to support the rescue 
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or ••• ror,.,,, or oooupioo oouo<rioo •• ror •• Ohio ooo bo dooo, 

ThJo diroooioo , 1 •• ooori•••• . ooooo• ho ••••• ro, .._,,,,, '''''''' 
•ho ''' in ooy •••• '"' or <to holp or 011 ..,,,,,, oooou••••• ot 
,., ,i., , bu< io oor<oioly '''''''' ror o l 1 moo , no .,,,,, •••• 
"'J••to tboy .. , bo ~ ·hiob Oboir ro1181on .,, bo , io ""''• to 
• 1 l ... •ho .,. r., •••• Wi<b . good Will lo roro, or ••• •l1iod, 
, an~ Who ere starving in the occupied territory and bestdea nave t o 

1• • • • •o•• miooro01o l i ro •• P''''''· To J!!•• .,o •11 ho1p ou'' ' to be give~. - t bet is ~ idea. 

I the~Y r equest or to- dey is , tbererore , to get the intervention or 
Swtaa Federal Gover~nt ror au~ending the reJecti on or the 

rerugeeabeing under 65 yeera or age , who ere fleeing from the Nezia 
end ee •ell to ettetn that these people are accepted Wi t hout any 
regard or their reoo or religion as Purely Political refugees . 

lr I am inr ormed rightly, the oomm1ttee With President Roosevelt 
•• ••••••• , ....... •••1iogo •xo1uoivoly WiOb tho rooouo or •••• 
surr erins from t he t er ror or the Ges tapo . 

I further beg to Cal l your a ttenti on, deer Sir, to t he tact that 
•l•o ••• Noooo Apootoliquo, ••• bi<hly '"'P•o•·• "'· .. , •• ,. •• i, l o 
doiog gOOd •or> ror ••• dOlivoroeoo ot ••• pro •• , .... POOPlo ••• • , , , 
. . ...... . Si o Oid, i••·· · · • •• •• , •• , t o •••• tbo., , .. , or , . , .o, , 
and ~kind Will never forge t him for t hts sod tbet all t he l eaa 

•bon <ioo Wi l l o>rive Oo bries 011 t beoo "•• ••ie., to li .. t i o tho future , 

~.Bernardini Will i ntervene 1n this metter some or these days moreover . 

de cannot presume that the honorable Americsn ~besey should 
w1ah to stand beok in supporting t hese humsn1tertsn demands . Per-

bo po your '"rthy "'"''"', "' .&, i .,, , OOuld bo tood eeou<b to .. t 
in contact • 1 th the r.unoto Apoa t olt que in Order to converse With 
htm about this subject end to co- ordtne t e e d6merche, 

The tear that en influx or too many retugeea might follow, or 

tbot tbeoo >eoplo ml .. t , .,.i, io tblo 'OUotr
7 

•hoe the ''' •ill bo 
over, i s entirely unfounded . At any rsoe SWitzerland need not be 

e f r e t d or a J e• tsb influx, s i noe a greet many or them have been 

Oi Ohor oopturod or killoo bo tho Oor,.oo '"''"< tboi r rlleht. Thuo 
ha r dly lO, ooo men • i ll be 1 k 

Uc Y eno'l"'h to re•ob 
Q Q Swisa so11 1n the 

.. _ _._...., ... _.._., ... __ 
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course or 19{4 and perhaps not even this number, it that awful 
oatohtne or people in masses in the etreet~ in the occupied 

territories •i11 last tor some more ttne. Furthermore no Dutch­

men and no Belgian Will Wish to remain in this country after the 
war , Which would mean to them to gtve up their freedom in their 
native- country - preotous to &11 or them as clwitzerland is to 

all ~Wiss - tor 8 lite in 8 Swiss WOrkine-oamp. All rotugeea 
really long tor the day to come •hen they may return to their 

termer homes the same "SY as they have come here . tlo sooner Will 

Hitler and his regime vanish than ell refugees •ill, you may rest 
assured, avail themselves or the first opportunity to go home-

wards from our country in mesaes ,with the expectation or taking 
up their previous professions and to lead again the lite ot free 

man and not one or interior beings . SWitzerland may risk some 
iUconveniencea, caused maybe b" the refugees, even if tbair number 

should increase so~ewhet.All these drawbeoke are a trifle in com­

parison with th~ eecr1t1ces Of e war, Which by God's Providence 

our country hbs been spared so fer and -let us hope- Will be spared in the !'uture. 

' ill you kindly excuse me, dear Mr.Getz1nger, tor my troubling 
you with my letter or to-day. But I think it is my duty to explain 

all this in a frank way to the American Embassy ,being the re­

Prosentet1~es ot the leading and most respected democracy or the 
world ,end to ssk tbem at the same time to ex~ine it. 

I have the honor to be , dear Sir, 

Your obedient 3ervent 

V/ / ~U!_ Lt?{ 

) 

l .. 



.. 
1"-i'rg,~' u l r rr 
"•u.,,. ur,,' 

I• ••••" 'llw .. -., ~"""' 1" 

Union of Orthodox R bbiea 
of th United Stat~~ of America 

?ot to Hun~ T7, there und r tbp br~t~•r ··o~ l bhj ~· r:--

1'JBn1tz. J hi> ... ,,..~-"or '1: r o•" i• <7r~ll orJ>nn ~?i , -, 

ore 'Xf>""tinP' 

~t 1- ttcr. 

loln·a llnl ! r . top"& e t~ r pr .. ~ nt t1v..-s of tho Ita­

li n t:olony in thi • pl.ue re acc-t the Italltllls of ~e­
riou to place at their uisposal som gre. ter amounts e.e 

1'l i'ollo·tnl)' lt>ntl "'l"n: Ur. ">Onllti , :~ . Va-

tnere is til<: poe ibil! t;y to s~ve the ~el7s or the .-orthern 

part or ltul7. lhie u~tion is mon&0ed ani controlled 
b us . 

is e fri~htful panic there 

in the st. ;t., u.nd sent to crunps fer dr• ortation. 'i'h~re 
beJome in a ter.ible m11nner worse . People are cau ht 

ln tna meantime the situution 1n ~ranee hoe 

3trrnh~rh, ,nbi~""ld 
3oaenb~um, Ft.,ee . 



'By pouch to £1U"l.ob 

Bern, March 16, 1944. 

llr. Iaaec Sternbuab, 
Villa C londalln, 

Jlontreta: . 

Dear Sir, 

F.eterenoe is ma~a to roar latter ot Pebru5r;r 
28, 1944, With "blob ;rou aooloaed a report tor tbe 
Union or Orthodo~ n&bbl.s ft01oh you requested be 
l"orwa.r£e<1 b;r the Le0at1on. A.a you were inl'orsed 
by the Lo8 tion•s ~attar ot laroh 7, ;rour mea3asa 
•es tranami~ed to tne Uni~ad States. 

~be Leaation aae now received a repl;r to ;rour 
obaa~ticaa coacern1os the neoes~1t;r tor reliet 
ot rat"ugeee ia Bal&lUtll , .Prance, an11 Holland. 1'ba 
Le&otion has been requ4lated to 1Drora you that 1iile 
Union ot OrtbOco~ Rabbia autllor1 es ;rou to use the 
flUids already rem! tted tor tlle purpose or O&..rl'7:las 

CE_ PU 

on relief and evsouauon operat~o~ 1o a~ territory 
wh.ataoeYer occupied by tne e.o~, including l'rm oe, 
Bolland, ll!d Belgillal. Tt~e Leption b .further re­
queateC! to int"ora you tbat the licellSe laaued by toe 
freasury Departont to \tie Union permi ta operations 
in aocord!llloe "l tb 1 ~ ter.:a. throut;bOut analiiT terri­
tory and "terri tor1 occupied by t ne eneiQ', anl individual 
countries are not e~ecitied. 

Yery truly yours, 

. 

~1•1 J. Aea&ao, 
Co ercial Attach6. 

'1 



_, 
) 

March 14, lo44 

SubJeC~ I Intdrview ni~U Mr. Sternbucn, representative 
of the Union of OT'nooox Habbis . 

Mr . Sternbuch , ~no called at the Legation ' s request , 
was delivered a paraphrase of tne message quoted 1n ~he 
Department's 784 , Xarcn 9, nitn the request tnat a tele­
gram conUlining tuis rnessa e oe oispatcnao by nim to 
Szmulewicz, Snanghai, as emanaLing from nim. ae unaer­
stood tne necessity of avaidins any lndicati~n that the 
mesas a originaLed !rom tbe United States and na stated 
ne would report to us as soon as ne nas received a reply 
from Snangnai . He stated tnat Szmulewicz is tne leader 
of a group of J.-.. ish refugees establisned in Shangnai 
and '!;nat tne Kalma row! tz referred to 1a a Li tnuan1an 
Rabbi now 1n Snangna1. Be stateg t~at some years ago 
ne nad formeo tne Hil!sverein !Ur JUoische 7l~chtlinge 
Tn A.ueland, 'Montreux, to a as 1st tn.ts group or refugees 
WriiCn numbers about ~50 . Somt! months ago h8 !lispa"tched 
'to them 20,000 francs collected in S~i'tzerland for tner 
relle! but according to recent inrorma"tion these people 
were atarving. Be stated tha"t ne unaers"tooa tllat the 
Joint Dis"tribution Committee has in "tne pest also 
interes"ted itself in tneir relief. 

In reply to uis inquiry, S was informed tnat n1s 
letter of ~arch 15 Nould be forwarded "to toe Chancery 
!or i"te attention. He was also !nrormed tna~ the Lagation 
w ula forNa:a oy telegraph a summary or ~ne messase attacoed 
to toj s latter wuich reports "to tne Union of Orthodox 
H obie tne results eo far acnieved by S•s rescue program. 

I emphaeizeo tne importance tt1at S wnen possible 
consult tne Lega"t1on in advance before engaging 1n 
!1nMc1al transactions unoer the Treasury lice Me ana 
tr~t ne report f ully concerning transactions completed. 
r stated that "toe rescue action t alten unoer ti.e terms of 
'tne license was a matter concerning .,nich 'l'le neaa not be 
consulted in aa.vmce. • 

RCG i.mp 

------·--~~--~--·--~··---. 



_, 

To. 

Code: 

Department 

7 

1 

TELEGRAM SENT 

Date. 

No : 
March 14, midnight, 1944. 

1588 

Charged to 

Paraphrase 

Ref~rence is made to your telegraa no. 784 or 

l.!arch 9. 

On March 14 a paraphrase of the message contained 

in tbe telegram under reference was del!Yered personally 

to Sternbucb, who will transmit the measa~e as emanating 

from him to Szmulewioz . 

HARRISON 

DJR:RCG:nt 

In triplicate 



L 

t ) I h 1' ( eA!!I! F l LE 

TELEGRAM RECEIVED 

From: Department 
Da to : Jo!arch 14, 11 p.m., 1944 

Code 
No: 843 

Received . Meroh 15, 3 p .m. 

P~! 

The message which follows has been approved 
by the Dep~rtmeot, the Treasury and the War RefQ8ee Board. 

The contents or paragraph (3) or your telegram 
No. 1321, ot UBrch 4, 1944, have been considered by 
us with the Union or Orthodox Rabbis. The Department 
desires you to advise Sterobucb without delay that 
he is authorized by the Union to use the funds already 
re~tted tor the purpose ot oarryong on relief and 
evacuation operaticna in any territory wha~oevar 
occupied by the enemy, including France, Holland and 
Belgium. You s hould advise Sterobuoh that the license 
issued by the Treasury Department to the Union permits 
operations in accordance with its terms throughout 
enemy territory or territory occupied by the enemy, 
end individual countries ere not apeoitied. It is 
understood, h01Wever, that only Hungary and Poland 
were mentioned in the instructions previously given 
to Sternbuch. It was not intended that this 
instruction shoul d operate to preclude operations else1rhere. 

/ nrm 

i n triplicate 

fO, 

--------. ·-



-

To 

( 
, 

TELEGRAM SENT 

Departlll8nt Date · March 15, 6 p.m., 1944 . 

No 1597 

Cb s rged to 

Paraphrase 

Refer to our no . 1321 March 4. 

" 1. The first 22 persons saved h'!ve reached Hungary. 
They are 1n latter country with brother or Rabbi of Wysnitz . 
Tba rescue work is well organized end when there is an 
improvement in the weather great success is expected . 

here 
"2 . As representatives/ of the Italian colony, Valobra, 

Lopez and Donati request the Italians 1n the United States 
to place greater amounts at their disposal as Che possibility 
o~ saving Jaws of northern Italy exists. We are managing 
end controlling this action. 

"3 . The situation in ? r anee is worsening. Peopl~ 
are seized in the streets and sent to camps tor deportation. 
A frightful panic exists there. Signed by STERNSUCH, 
ROSENBAUM, PDlES end RUBDIF~LD." 

The above 1s a paraphrased message f r om Sternbuch 
tor transmission, 1n the discretion or the DepartmAnt, 
to the Union of Orthodox Rabbis . 

HARRISON 

"' $34 . 75 

DJR:RCG:n1' 
In tri plicate 

71 

§p ·-
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[r ~::1 

TELEGRAM SENT 

To Department 
De te March 15, 10 n.m., 1n44 

No 1578 
Code 6 ~ Charge<! to 

PARAPHRASE 

r.ith reference "to the Lesation•s telegram 1054 of 
February 19 and tlo . 1321 of •larch 4, the amount of 
pengoes mentioned in the first reference should read 
300,000 and not 100,000 . Sternbuoh states that compensa­
tion was given to his brother, N, Sttrnbuch of st • Gall, 
in the form or s check tor Swiss francs 23,077 . N. Starn­
buch arranged the purchase or pongees from persons in 
Hungary and, according to Starnbuch, will bold the S1fiss 
francs until after the war. Sternbucb states that his 
brother declines, in the interests or secrecy, to reveal 
the sources ct pen~cee in Hungary. s. states that he 
received confirmation by telephone from Budapest that 
the pengoes were turned over to the agents designated . 
S. says that through his brother be has arranged for a 
similar purchase of 240,000 Slovakian crowns tor 12,000 
Swiss francs but this transection has not been compl~ted 
yet. S. states that 1o the case of the crowns be is 
demanding written con!1rmat1on or the receipt thereof 
by the agent before he gives a check tor the S~iss franc 
equivalent to his brother. The Legation wee not consulted 
before these transactions were undertaken. 

Legation would appreciate instructions rrom the 
Department in view ot future transactions or this character 
whiob S envisages e nd which teehnicelly do not appear to 
tall within the au~horization from the Treasury transmitted 
in Department ' s 229 , January 22 . 

HARRISON 

:JJR : RCC : nt 
In triplicate 

~ ...... . b • ._, 



__ J I 

P ~ Uni~n ~t Orthodox P. bbie !ile 

Euraot from tebgr no, 851 march 15 !from llul artlllllnt 

1n 64B ~erioan Co~ttee tor Cbriet1an Rorugeee lno , 

" , ... .. b liaenaee m:Uined a'tlow to ether With 

all othera 1.dent1t1ed wl tb thea are to 1Ht oonetrued aa 

epecri1'1CIIlll,y pem1 'tt1ng operat'l 1m lo kiD& only wn.r4a 

etiect1Qa the reller or ~araaoute4 peraone in tarr1tar7 

ooeup1t4 bT the l.lliiQY . " 

. ._. ... 



_J 
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From: 

leASE FILEJ 

TELEGRAM RECEIVED (:0 
Department 

Date: 
~reb 15, 9 p.m., 1944 

Code • No: 8:!11 
a 

Received ~rch 1&, 3 p.~. 

In reply to your telegram No, 1054, or February 19, 1944, 
concerning the license or the Union or OrthOdox Rabbia or the 
United States and Canada, tbe rollowtns aeseage is rra. the War Ret~ee Board . 

The Treasury Department and the Depa~ent or State would 
1ile to make clear, with rererenee to Sternbuch ' e comment witb 
regard to clause A(2) specified in the license, that all three 
(repeat all three) methods detaile• in this and similar 
licenses can be used tor carrying out the operations described 
in the licenses . The Department desires you to bring the 
f oregoing to the knowledge or Sternbuch immediately; also to 
tte representatives or otter organizatiocs to which similar 
licenses have been issued, informing them that all three 
methods may be used in the acquisition or the local currency I req~ired. The third method, While it may aake toreign exchange 
available in territory or the enemy, should be qtilized it it 
proves to be the moat effective one tor the apeedy execution 
or the operations ot relief and evacuation authorized by the license. 

With a view to avoiding delay, you are requested to make 
liberal interpretations of the provisions or all the licensee 
issued, keep!~ in &1nd always that time is important and that 
the operations authorized by these licenses should be initiated 
without delay. The Department or State , the War Ret~ee Bosrd an~ the Treasury Department con ider the saving ot lives or 
paracount import nee in tbe present Situntion. 

/nrm 

in triplicate 

__ , .. ·-

E 



1 

Bern , ~~&reb 16', 1941. 

li - Via Couri!!. 

Dea. lU. loode 1 

It li'.:JUld be appl"eo1.ated u you ~teuld deUv~tr 
tbe enclosed letter ot today•a date to Mr. Sterubuch, 
repruentau va ot tne UnJ.on or OrtbodoJt Je•• ot the 
United 3tatea and Canada, and 1ntorm the Legation by telephone when thie baa oeen done. 

llr. »tera~ch hae t;ivea hie Zurioh addreu aa Schweitel"sasae 14. 

Sincerely 1oura, 
7or t.M lliJUe t.r 1 

Dontel J. Reagan , 
Co11111arcu1 A. ttacb.l. 

Sam E. looct., X..quire, 
.\cer1 can Ooualtl General, 

Zar1ch. 



_J 

To. l t 'lt 

COde •••• 

@As!=" FILE" I 

TELEGRAM SENT 

r ;.. A 

Da to · J.J.rc 

No 1 76 

Charged to 

S E 

ARB1S !' 

11 t 1 l1c te 

---.- a.tr ·-

. . ' 
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C-4e~ P7LE 

TELEGRAM RE EIVED 

From: 
Date· 

No: 
Code 

Recetved 

r 

---t e ·-



__ , 

Eern, Marcb 2J , 1944 • 

.PIRS1' PRIORifT 

Courier. 

1' 

----~-- ~ ·-



I ,.llo Copy l 

.Bern, Elarcb 23 , 194-1. 

ar . I eaao Sternbuob, 
Teutener etrasse 3 , 

St . Gallen. 

Dear Sirr 

T~e Legation nas been r equested to deliver to 
you tne t ollowio& telegraphic meas86e rro• Rabbi 
Aron Kotler an~ Rabbi AbrahQa Kalmanowita, Va dba 
Bat cala Emergency Coaaitted r 

•rmerventi olUI you requ..sted in YOilr 
COIIIJI!Wlica "tion Yla t ne American Lecla"tion are 
being taken . Wecessary tunde are beill8 
raised to do everyt.nl.ng possible to expand 
tne r escue work in belgi'U.II, Bolland, L1tnuan1a , 
Prance, and wnerever alae poas !ble. Please 
adYise whether you and Jacob Gr!r i ll 1n 
I stanbul can carry on rescue worlt ror Jews 
1n huw&nia and tor those who entered B~1." 
It would oe appreciated 1r you would ac~owledge the receipt ot this letter. 

Ye27 truly yours , 

Daniel J . Reagan , 
Commercial At t ach6 . 

fl._ 



• 
CROS3- RJ'J' ::!lEI!C..> !:l!!~T 

!lZE . l..EG-\TIOli!.S.FILJ;; .... ld! . Tfi;L::G~ tiC, 983 .. 

FRO'.l 1'HE: iJEI' A.'l'I\!EJrr 

IRC'" •.......•. ( 

• .EG . .ItDTl.G : 

.... _ 
A.t ...... 



From· 

Coda • 
Data· M8rcb 25, m1dntgbt, 1944 

No; 1012 

ReoeJved March 26, 8 p.a. 

Departaent' a 229 or January 22. 

Legation la requeated, ln connection wttb 

Treaaur¥ llcenae •-211? •hlch waa trana•itted in 

the above telegram tor the Union ot Orthodox 

Raobta, to advtae Sternouch that Section (B) haa 

been amended to authortze, 1n Place or 430 ,00o 

trance aa now provided, the re~teeton during aiz 

contha beginning January l, 1944 or 860,ooo 8w1aa 

franca or the dollar equivalent thereot. It 1a 

the Purpoee ot th1a amendment to permit the trana­

•1aa1on by the Unton ot Orthodox Rabble to 8ternouoh, 

1n Bdd1tlon to &cOUnta prevlOUaly lloenaed, Of the 

Swtaa franc equivalent or $loo,ooo. Amendment haa 

been approved by Treaaury, War Retugee Board, and 
Department. 

HULL 

In triplicate 

re 

----..-.... ·-



_ J 

To: llr . !lu1dle 

From: D. J. R, 

llnrah 27, 1944 

:r una rato.tuf (roc. tho CoJa Room t.ha t ~oleer~~m 
1304 ~eblt ~1 tb tho War RefUgee ~ard Uo3t1on 

tuken up Vitb ~ PcrSisn O~ticn ~- the Choncery, 

In view ot this and unuer in~truotions trom the 

Minister to retar to the Ch~za rl uestions on 

Jewish r 11et re~Uiring coQc.unicntion with tbo 

Political Departmunt, I ~ enclosing Depsrt~ont • s 
98.!1 lhrch 24, Which cnlls tor such &ott n but 

Which cane to th1u ottioo without havinG crossed 
your des~. 

We havn rot inod one copy or this taleerac 

tor our obr J l o ioul !ilo. 

D, ,T. R . 

1 

----- ' ...... 



--' 

848 
D.TR/CR/i.aiP 

@ 

Dear 

1 
\ 

Bern, &arch 28, 1944· 

I enclose here~~~ • le~ter adareesed to Jr. 
Sternbuoh o! the Union ot ortnodo1 Rnb ~5 . It "~uld be appreciate~ 1! th• Cona~l ta waulO ~· 
t•1• l~ttor on to Kr. Sternbuoh. 



__ J f 

llr. Iaaao Sternbuoh, 
Scowettere-ase 14, 

ZIUi.oh. 

Slr: 

1 

Bern, March 29, 1944. 

I nave Juat ~Calved a cable .trom the Dapart~•nt 
ot State *llancUna 1'raaaur;y licenaa • - 2117 1aa~,~e4 ~o 
tile U111on o.r <lrthocSox Rabbia. I.o aaot1on (B) ot tha 
lioenae, a copy ot Rhiob la in your poaaeaaioo, I aa 
adviaed tllat lZUJtaad O.( 430,000 .franca &8 llOR provided 
du.rill& tna BU III.)Dtha begiiUiill& Jarnuay 1

1 

194-4
1 860,000 franca or the do1t.r a~uiv&laot theraot , ia autllorit:ed. 

'l'bia amendment haa bean approved oy tba DeJI&rtlllant 
or State, tna Department ot the rraaaury, and by the War Ra.tugaa Board . 

Very trulJ' J'Ours, 

n.o1e1 J. Reagan, 
Coam.roial Attache . 

--·· ,,_ 



_ J / \ 

F 1le l!ernor&ndum 

Alarch 30 , 1944 . 

Mr. ana Mrs . Sternoucn called tnis m rnins and 
o"'llvere•l the enclosed dra.ft t elesrlllll "1 tn tne reflOI!st 
't.t.at it b dispatohell urg"lltly to t.ne Uni on or Ortho~ox 
Rabbis . 

Sternbucn stated tnat ne nas no "~rlnite ne~s co~­
cernins developments in Hungnry although ne r.as received 
tolegrsrhic co~unications 1na1o tlng that cer t ai n 
persons in wnom ne 1s 1n t"erestell nave up to tne r.resent 
teen abl •J to niJe successfully . He will k ep us inf ormed . 

R. C. G. 
~ (r-

!Wtrj imp 

- .,... 
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We receiv~ an urgent and desperat~ appeal Irom the 
236 Jews interned in the American camp in Vittel , Prance, 

amongst whom the moet diatiQ8u1ahed Rabbis and pereonelitiee 
who COuld be BaTed one year ago in handing them paaeporte 

or Yarioue Southamerican States. Arter steps undert~ken some 

months ago Paraguay and Other atatea have acknowledged pa.aporta, 
soma states have not yet acknowledged. 

Nevertheless all 238 Jewa of whom 132 Paraguayana 
have been isolated on March 20th from internment oamp Vittel 
and separated for deportation under the argument that they 

poesese accomodation paseporta and are therefor e no real objects tor exch&Q8e. 

~e acknowledgment of these PB.seporte can therefore 
only then be a means of satety when these people of whom we 
have here a detailed list are also considered as exchange objects . 

Schabse Frenkel ilson Street 113 Brooklyn baa written 
to hie Parente in Vittel some months ago that moat ot these 
interned in Vittel appear on the exchange list of the War 

department at Washington. This is however useless as long as 

German. is not informed by the protecting powers ofiicially 
that the exchange ~ these people is being prepared . 

Besides the 238 in Vi tte~ another few thouaand such 
dis tingutshed intened in Ti ttmoning

4 
and dl!fersnt Other 

camps woUld come into consideration but of whom we have so far 
in Part received no cry for help nor posaess anvdnewa. 

~ntern~ There are a few hundred Germane/in Texas and their 
wiveo at Cubu no are expecting the exchange. ~is would be a 

means for stopping at once the deportation of our interned. 
Help at the last moment , it may be l:oo late at; an,y hour! 

--- ..... , _ _.. .... __ 



[ 1 

,.,.,, ........... ,..,,, .. ,, ... ,,,,,,., ... ..,.,,, 
"ill not be a burden to the United States • rhey all 

,..,,, ••••ron ••rtt<>cotoo •Od ooutd ..,.,.,, froa Liobon to Paleetine direct. 
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[c~SE: FIL[I 

TElEGRAM SENT 
l 

Coda: • £ 

U;101Il11 U, • 

Date· ~~hal, 10 P. D., lP'' 
No .l.llloli 

Charged to; 

!caao ~•rnbuoh hnn ro•ch~4 ~ L~~Atlon reapeot-
tnc; the altunuon o: Jrura libQ h1 \ 'OJ i"ili>Ol'tii~U¥ lbeen lnteme.s 
1n Vt ttnl . CRDrs:r alao to l;lT o. lGoa or ~!1 :10.) 238 
PttrDOna ll!'V tnvol •4, c priun, •C!IIl a o.nct Ol:.tld.nm, b1 
eoat c: hom doc~~DtAtion ~~. bean obtntn d or ten Latta 
I.e: rJcan Gov"Z'tlr;renta-- oru, l'll.r.,a,~, Co tl\ Jlloa, lo.cnc1~:n~a e.n~t o tn\'ra. 

lt te :repre on ted br tornt uoh •t111• u~a ll.!nd or 
reaedtal acttoc is bntne t•ocptad b1 !nt.~ ~eo po~ona 
&lth tho ~rernaenta •hoao otrtota]s &bronc ~~v 1taue4 ~he r~tlal! CIOC11:1!!nta -c:h3ob ft.1'6 I BII~UeeJ3 l,y 'heoa :~na. 

Also, it baa C.on rep&at.,ol1 lltata4 t~t the :J• tc U.J.'&rt­
llltnt bit ln•~rrt:etell t•uJ r ll d •t~a· ~ho r.:n1 rnaent: coc-
c rna &1'e b•tng urge(! by 1 t to t'l:aO &O!Ie eauu t alle•ta­
tJ n by tt~a,. ~o: lt&e r~oo~nlt~ n r n J • 11•. r ln 
•o::e Otber ••7 •ae~~Un,-. r.taF.netbUttT ror v lCUmJ.u! J;JO.r-
lc r~ ·• tv4. l IICIII, ( 1..."'1-lce r=c,.er.un • t •• ,t l:~Hr I l.'.:le l'J,:IOrf 

f l1urolr_g fOU:r .I a f ~ra •II - 1.1 ill u1tec1 
tatac ~ tl 11t, a~ co taJned 1n Cbe llec ot tntarnoea 

c JlCe c11 Hagll.r, HJ.ra , Ue~ an ~.h •t~o!ltol. 

---..----~· ·-L 

Il 
Btot. I 

111 U. I 

7.h!lr. 
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'ftae.,. h Do rwoor.t 1Q the .Lepuon ot the aut.l,.lon ot &~~.PlJ.oauoae 'o ca. Depar~:~uac tor doo~eata'Uon aa Allert­
oaa ol.tt•a• ot HlriQb, L1eba ena Hattte Wanu~•l. la a 
11.; .rwoebecl 1'1'011 tbe Uwtu 1\u';hQ.ritha And tl'llDaJ.Uecl ~o tJ1e .Ditp!U'C..aat (phaee I'Wfel' to the l.ucaUon 11 dltepUob 
No. eo.l7 ot hptaab.r 3) italka Ht14:et- Wlln NI)Orte4 q an 
Aaerloaa ~1t1aaa. !be daoiatona ot the Dwvar1aent ree;>aot­t~ag t)w C'l1tJ.a•nahtp Cl4J.al Of thea. Jnl"eone b&Ya Dot TIC li .. a noe1n4. 

The 11:1\ereltad .Towt&h otrclae ta e.tturl~ end 
et•mbuol:l Ani tearr~ ot tbe tate AwalUng the above-
411tortbe4 p-owp and 1t 1a felc b7 tb.a t.bat it All7 be 
Polalbl• to ·~ •ttb :h• ~raan authorltlea an ezon.ng. 
ot ar•~tbere f!J'Ollp tor G.arn111t" v.ru, Mlf 11:47 be 1n !lortn an<l 
8o1Ub Alle.l'lOIO. Duoh 1:1Xoh~U1tt-. llrJ'IIlhl! ... •ata, lt 1• l'Wallza4, 
•oiUct rttqUJ.r. Uao tor nelrv tlAUona r:nd tn the c:a1Ult1•• 
Bternbu<W, P41D41nli; ;he aul:alaa.Lon ot CUuh 11 P:OUVOftlll to 
the Oeraau &Uthorltla•, hopaa that the Ge~n autho~J.t1ee 
•tChc be rttYo.Ueil llp;:ln to C1al~ NV •'U::IWl..,. oUon llt!eoc­
lllG' t ho gl':)~. l'hv liOntblllt :r •ac ther-.tore ~•ted to 
the !.e•actoa b7 tn:rnt·uch 1:he.t t!l !!t'!lll.rtz!ent a1Cht l:e 
S1ll1f1a t o l:elttijr, ph. the Al.ll'M.o"" l~bAoa;r &t llndrt c N"­
.;u~atlniJ J.~ t o OQ:UlUJ\.l~t• Vltlt t h., Jj>!lnh'l Vor.11~ Ott.Loa 
WltJt a Vbtr ~0 C:QDWUOAtlQjr AJ!PPOJ)rl&"Cely Wl 'th Ute iJ;wiUab 
:..l:a e!l4ctor n -: E'orltn 1n \ " e pr •1111o11. h ltrto ~::~u•t•a. bJ' 

UternlnU!h that 1n auon c.n 1 ~rwv;lilllenc tho ~rut! h A.IIIDilDD&dor 
-: .bcran utettt bQ r .. ~u•ll':!l•t to ou~ ~:ae n.•rncu nuth.:~rJ.Uaa 

to •tt hholu AllJ noUo n While the J)t)eeJ.bll1t7 of' &rl'~Ul&&­
etrn\a t or c u liXOh':Ul!)u Gt;;ilnut •Y• n u 0011!1 be e x :!lilrt~cl • 

. t:tlortUn"l7, I • J ll:tlr nt r n Ullk ' a ~Nlp:;, l to 
thli i)a.JU rtaanc. U"!!oZI, 1 1 o • t relllllld by 11111. ,_Jl l 'tfee,"lta-
t1 o a T rola<>, I hnvo t 'IUllll)n t, bell&~• . hc.ve been aade to 
the lnt e r r.u!onQJ. Cow:l ttile t n l.on:!Qn lll'ld po a lbly alao 1n ll'lln~cn. 

io3HJI•Ot.l.4 • ;b• J"lK••r IIUJ:1 chh c£ a. • · I lUi~ 
'·• w •v• uuthcr1t1-• .o ~quost ~I• Owr.QAnu tot~~ no 

:ltln .tn~::U thwlz nta.t..~ ... ••fl.o1t~:~q ~3teru!::;,~;. , 
.4Jl y 11.;.;41 .h. lfu. 61Zl ot 

..c ~rta 1 t 1n &lc t11D t . ~X 
1r. tba fol'8g}1~ • •r• PGrten1a4. 

J u/AJ b: aA 
ar~r ee •o l-~. ~1: 

~ Parriph~saa t:;, CA 

••-=-.u-=~-•---..Ae._~~·-.-. 

••nt .~ "ha 
en:a NJ.J r ae4 





From 

Code 

I 
1 

leASE FILE] 

TELEGRAM RECEIVED 

Departm nt Oete: Karch 31, m1dn1gbt, 1944 

No: 1088 

Received April l, 
----r-r.:rv":';';1 

P ARAPIUIA8E 

You ar~ requeated to contact 

to report the preaent atatue ot the matter 

referred to 1n Department'• 7S4 ot March 9 wh1oh 

dleouesed rea&UrJ 11cenee 2148. 

In triplicate 

re 

.. ·-

HULL 



' 

, _, 
I 

Cop3 tor ~ r~~~--------
f,£A SE FIL.!J 

TELEGRAM SENT ----
To· .Da_rartment 

De te · March 30, midnight, 1944 

No 1958 

Cbarge(J to · 

PARAPHRASE 

Reterenoe Department's 1012 dated March 25th. 

Pollowing summ.a:n of message to Union of Ortnodox 
Rabbis from Sternbuoh: 

"238 J""B interned in ~ertcan ca.~p in Vi ttel have 
sent urgent appeal. Group, "h1oh includes disl...u.~ _$hed 
rabbis, saved by reoe1vin,IJ various South Amertoan pass­
porte year ago . Para81lay and same states reooani:.~ed 
these paasports, but other states hltve not recogni.:ed 
them. These people "ere isolated for deportst~on on 
Maroh 20th on the gr01.mda 'that they are not eligible 
tor exchange as they possess merely accommodation pase­
.PCrta. 

"A letter from Schabae Frenkel, 113 Wilson Street, 
Brooklyn, to hie parents in Vi,;tel a tated that moat ot 
this group ls included in the exchange list o! the United 
States Wo.1r Department. The only chance ot saving them 
ia for the protecting powers to inform the Germane ofticial17 
that preparations are being made for the uobange ot these 
people. ~ey \'fill be no burden to the Uni "ted Sl.atea if 
the exobange ia effected since all could r !rom Lisbon 
to Palestine and havo veteran oertifioates. 

"In uadi tion to the Vi 'ttel tp'C:Up that·e are another 
fevt th~oand d1at1ngu1ened persona interned at T1 ttllloni:'lg 
and other c ~~n~pa whose rescue should be considered. Poe~eaa 
little nefts SRd no uppenl received . 

"All a mea.~a of rreventtng darortntion there are a ! e" 
hundred GtJr.nana 1n Taxes an1 'their ~tivee in Cuba. Rubenfeld, 
Rosenbaum, 1nea, Sternmioh, Vaadha H8tzala. " 

H.A. Tl!l I SO ll DJR/ECG/imp/mJb 
Para. in duplicate (Copy to CAt 

., ~-· .. ·-
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Shan,•a! ll!lSI>er for abo•2t .500 Banethora mo::thly :Sudpet ,, 
20 , ooo S!viss f'rancs . o1e _lust request & precise reply to 

-~~" 
your ioquir.7. /e ~ ~~tiEl~ their avacuation. 

There ere sood proa~ects for success for a leree party . 

-------· .......... I-



• ... 'I" t ~ ~~ " I I l (_ If 

To: 
Department 

[CASE: FILE) 

TELEGRAM SENT 

Date. 
@ 

~t 1 ~t.h 1'144 . 

Co de: No 
nPril 5, .f: p . m. , 194-1 . 

i:ll? 
Charged to. 

Ret'er to Your lOse ~ ll"ch .n and 784, l.!orch 9 . 

Accordin~ to St ~nbuch, th~ reply trc~ Shanghai 

re!lcts fl9 follo\•s: '':or d bout 500 .tlenethora monthly 

bud 'et Swiss francs 20 , 000. " Sternbuch believes 

Sz.mulewicz did not unaer.>tsnd :reference to "1 it'ty" to 

mean 50, 000 and asks 1!' he Should be L1ore specil'ic . 

SternbiJch states th_t he is wor>:ing, With goOd prospects , 

on a Ploo 1'or evacuation or these people . 

20 . 80 

J'R:I'lCG : ot' 

In tr it:-lica tc 



___ _.__ 1 

.1. r•PI' H t-t ' tJ' t' II 
'\I t") '\ 'I'Jf I l ' 

't'tt ...... "'" 

l'•t r•ow "''*' tool I t•'tlt .. , 

. 

Dear lfr. Getsinger, 

To the I.egat1 on 

of the United States of 
.omerioa , 

Berne . 

••:···--·-·· 

71111 you please be so lcind aa 
to send on the following report. I thank tou very 
much for all your efforts and I beg to express you 
my sincerest wishes for the Easter-holidays. 

I beg to remain, dear lrr . Getsinger, 

Yours faithfully. 

Union ot othodox !labbis of the United 3tates.,. 
nJ<...._ . ....., "-' .L...~..Jrf .. e have &4& 1 bt 1 re 25 ,000.-- Swiss francs ..t.D 

Griffe!. further details follow . ~ 

Waad Hazala 
Sternbuch, Rubinfeld , 
Rosenbauc, Pines . 

-----.... ··--....·---



TELEGRAM SENT 
To 

Code 
DaLe ~~11 6, 11144, 5 p, • · 
No 21:111 

Cha reed Lo 

7ollowing 1e tor tho Union or Orthodo~ Ra b1o Voodha Hotzala t~o~ Storu~ucb. 

In e- 1 at rr~crt 1t~ rP arrt to tho int~rnod ~o 
at Vittel, the aubatnnco or Whiob the Bern La tlon sent 
you throt h th~ Depnrt nt c~ State, the ener et1 ot1on 
ot tho SpanJ.nb Al:!bcslllldor 'in Borlln is ure;antly neceooary. 
T.bo O~nioh ~~b • dor lenore or ~tohos 1n urr1c1 ntl­
the int reate cr Paraguayan ctt1zenu. (Por th Ocpartcont: 
rer r • c Fern ' c lllP<S or I!!! reb 31.) rho rUltr:r, e In t 
Jews , acco~tns to the Red Cross in Ocnova, h • been 
•nrtlculcrly drnot1c tor obcut three eks eo t~t tirmneae 
by the ~r.aoiah Amboasndor is urcently necoco1t t ~. You 
ore r quccted to net t;r~e.!!tl:• nd nt once; in Pu-o8Lm7 
tor 1ntervontion In ~drid With th~ 8 nieh Government. 

fiARRI 'OH 

lXR:aJb:nr 
In quadrUplioeta 

8 ooplue to O.A 

I! 

• 



Prom. 

Code ; 

(CASE FILE) 

TELEGRAM RECEIVED 
n 

Departm nt 
Date: April 6, 7 p •• , 1944 

No.: 1174 • a Received: April 7, 3 p.m. 

It 1e requested that Sternbuoh be advised by 
the ~e ation to get in touch With Joseph We11 and 
~athleu ~ueller, who are bel!e\ed to be 1n ~urich, 
and invite them to aert~ as me bera ot hls co~1ttee 
for adm!niatering the rescue operation• which are 
envisaged in the license that was contained in the 
Departm~nt 'a telegrac t.o. 229 ot January 22. lluell,.r 
and Well should rurther be ad\iBed that, provided they 
aeaoclaL• themselves With Sternbuch 1n his rescue and 
relief operation•, 1wportant euma tor use under the 
license, esoeclally in France, Holland and Belgiuc, 
Will be provided by Baron Edouard de Rothschild, who 
is Frea!dent ot the Aseoclatlon o! French uewa 1n America. 

Upon completion ot the arrange enta which are 
indicated above, a telegram should be dispatched by 
Sternbuch tr~ough the Legation conttrm!ng the arrange­
ments and th~ aopo1ntment ot ~ueller and Well . A 
report on Sternbuch'& aotlvltiea to date should also 
be given in the telegrac, whlah should be signed by 
either We11 or ueller 1n Ddd!tlon to ~ternbuch . 
Iou s ould advloe Bternbuoh that the signature of 
either ~~eller or We11 1e required only in order 
to give Rothaoh!ld further assurances. 

HULL 

In quadrLlpl1cate 

o C.A. in trtplicote 

re 
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Waad Hazal a: Sternbuch nubinfeld Rosenbaum 
Pines 

··-. 
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[CASE FILEf 

TElEGRAM SENT 
To Deflllrtaeot 

Dat e 
April 7, ea. m., lQ~. 

Code No 21113 • • Ch a rred to 

Paraphrase 

Rererenoa is made to the Legation'a no. lGg~ or March 31. 

There rollowa herunder the sumaary or a aeaaaga to the Union or Orthodox Rabbis rroa Starnbuch. 

"1. 1 haYe deapatohed a courier to Huaaary to report 
on the situation. 1 auggeat that you examine With the 
Aaerican Co•ernment the possibility or erranstns an 
exchange ot Jews in Ruagary against Geraan ciYiliana 
tro• Africa or other territory occupied by the Alliea. 

2, Please help us procure an unlimited nwaber ot 
Vatican certificates. 1 Could Wire to Jerusalem lists 
ot thousands ot familiae in Hungary. The certificates 
were, up to the present time, uaerul in occupied countries tor obta 1n1ng 1nteriiJIIen t against exchange. 

3. South American passports tor 10,000 taa11iea aa 
a start ~uld be another possibility tor rescue. The 
passports should be handed to ue oont1dent1ally throUgh 
tbe oonaulatea in Switzerland ot those countries. Since 
the recipients era aware that the passports are Yelid 
only tor wertU!e as a JDeans or •••1ng liYes, the paaaporta 
could not be misused. The passports would be giYan to 
well-known rabbis and other reliable persona anly , 

~. Kith regard to rescue poasibilit1ea, 1 .. in constant telegraphic contact With Critta1. 

~. 1 haYe extended rescue ectiYitiee to all 
territories tha t are occupied. Since October contact 
With Lithuania bee been interrupted but there ie now 
an route a courier with instructions to help promtaant parsons and 1~0 rabbis, 

Signed: Sternbucb, Roaenbawa, Pines, Rubinteld," 

DJR:RCG:nt 
In quadru~licat~ 
3 OOJiiee to C.4 
l copy to PA 

.,. 

If4RR1SON 



TELEGRAM SENT 
To 

.Dcpart=ent 
Date 

Code 
April ? , 10 p. Q., 1944. 

No 2134 

-

Che rged to 

~~· hreeo 

orpearin in th second p~rcgrsph or tnu Ldgution•s no. 

l!l58 o:' U !'Ch 30 end "VaHo~ta Cortifiolltea," appenring 

In the tilir:J para'P'aJlh o1· the Lesution•., no. 2lG., or 

April ? . These ~or~s mean oert1f1o~te8 ot approval 

1ss~ea by the Governaent or Palestine tor ;•rmanent 

ic:igration or individual Jews to Paleat!ne , 

lKH : ru: 

In t::-iplieete 
Copies to CA on~ PA 

RARRISOli 

on SternLuoh by rallying influential J~ws in Am~1ca . --

--- ·--.. 

2 



Jr. Ia ao SternbUob, 
Soh~e!aargasae 1•, 

ZUriob. 
Dear Sir: 

Bern, A:rtl 11, 194<. 

.R~erenoe 1e Jllacfu 'to tau Letotfon•a let'ter o~ 
tod113 '4 de te cono.l'n!ng a proposal 'that Joeepb Well 
alld Jqtl:Utou ;Jiuaua.r be aaeoctated 1ri .rour .relie.r aonvttlee . 

Wltb X4gaXd to the request tnat •ltuer Mueller 
o.r Wail Sit;n lfitb · .rou the telear._ to be dispatched tb.ro~o the Legation oonoerntog the arrangu,.nts •~de With the•~ ~n, tbe Le6&t1on 18 requested to ~ora ,YoQ that t4o elgaa'ura or either We11 or 

lftutlle:r .ta equi.Z'ttd only 1n order to «<ve ll4ion de Rotnaabtld rurtner asauranoea. 

influential J ws in America . 
011 sternt-uoh by rallying 

·~c_ 

:::::?• t ·~ --
tn.,.._'ldll.... ·-



Kr. lea o Sternbuou, 
Sob~eiaer~aeae 14, 

ZUrich. 
ll;tar Str r 

Toe I.ega t1Dn oaa been requested bJ' the Doepaz-t_ 
ment or Sto~~te to SUg&eat to -.You that .)'OU t;et in 
touco ~1tu Joseph lei l aoJ katnieu Mueller, wr,o are 
believed to be 1.a Z:u-J.cJJ, llll<~ invite thea! to aerYe 
as Ullbera or Yo>t.U" CO•lttee ror aG..tntatertll& tna 
rescue operat1ona envtaagad by tna license Woloh was 
traneat1tted to You in tile Let;atJ.oo I a letter or laou­ar.t 25, 1944. 

Messrs. ~ellor ann Ye11 40oulo be anvtse4 toat, 
»rOVided they a s sociate taomselvea With you in Your 
rea cue and rslt er opera tiona, 1mJ)Ortqt au., ro:r uaa 
Under toe l1cenae, eapeciall¥ io P.r~ce, Bol LA~, and 
Belgiu., "'111 oe P.l'OY.ieled by & oron Ed<>uarg de Botnaohild, 
1WAo ia .President o~ tbe Aaaoc1ation or Prenoo Jewa in 
America. 1'ne Le&at1on J.a requeatec to i.nrcr. you toat, 
upon co•pletion or toe &.lT&llge_,nta lll:Jicated abo.,., 
you s h ould die,>atoa tnroug11 "the Legatioll a talasraa 
ooat1rm1ag tb~ -rraQ&emeota aoa tne appo1ntaant o~ Jluell~;>r lllld 1111. 1'u1a telegrq saould &leo include 

a report or your aotiY1t1ea to a nte &Del snould 0. 
•l&llad by •1t.ber 1reJ.l or llueller in &edition to :rou. 

It would be appreciated ir you would acknowled&e receipt or tbia letter. 

Ve~ truly youra, 

Daniel J. Reasao, 
Oo~rol&l Attaon6. 

1116 lnflurntlnt on ,tern lah by rAlly __, 

on sterot.,tob by rally1lJ8 1nrln ent1al Jrws in Al!ler1ca . --
tr - a Es • .._, 



J 
(CASE FILEf 

TELEGRAM RECEIVED 

I" rom nt. Dato· A r 1 , 4. 
No : 1 

Code 
Received 

------~ 

1 

r 

1. 

0 CCV tel r 
od. 

nt t t 

ci 1 tn license 

in ncin ll d 0 r tions. 

.... 
H 

on stern, ttch oy rally1118 --

- - t tr'- ·-



. 

• 
,\o>r1l 18, UM.- • 

. itcrnb·te!h nllE:tf b:t ll '11•>1ntal"nt Orx! 1 <!,. 1vrrrl! 

t ,, him tho: ..t:t;;ltlon'3 letter ~~ Aprn 11 c""""l"ninr; 

t te ,>ro,;oned 111c11ur1 ~n or le11 llnd ll•a:llrr in hin 
c )f:Hl1 t trc . 

ster b ct Atotcd thnt h,. is nc~uointcd "lth 17'11 

and th11t laut week he lll.ld 1nvlted hln to Join the 

0 lrrtl1ttee beC!IIIS8 or his illtloate knorrledt;l' cr l"rrnoh 

reher probl.ellll!. He expl'lined thnt ./f!ll 1s 11 Pr,.nch 

Je"ish dJct,,r who h'ld he,ded ~he "OJJJ", 1.1 ch111r.-n,• 

re11"r ort;ani::'lti·Jn. He is unccrt11in :vhrt./
1
rr 11.-11 COl 

Join the com •1 ttee s1 n~c he is &lrelldy o'•erb•rrdrn,.1 "'ith 
WJrk • 

.Jternb tC',Ir snld t!~<~t :lnth1P.u ll••ellrr in a nwlnrl~ r , -a 
7

renoh •"'Errish l:J•1:1e: her; hn11 trif'c1 t" <"11PltRli7.r '" 

thl' rr-~' >cee prooleo to ~k .. M?llPy by IIPllinr ~alnor f'B'l•rn 

-'lt exhurbita!'lt price'! , etc . 

0.:>1l:11ttec fn r :1 Sh.:>rt tii'X bu~ ht" hfltf brrn 'U.str d a 'f,.W 
weeks !lgo. 

Recently a shtpmeut .):' "llatzrn~ for rrf IC,.,. .. 

and ,~:ellcr tried Lo expl,it t 1c bDS1nen !l t, mal(.- a 

pr!vnte vrofJt . As a res..:lt, Hu~·arJ.· IY>!:t ac,upi.-d hr.r~r~ 
the Jews cotld get their Untzen . 

Jue~ler•s c~Jsest asno~late is M1nte11o, a Ruman!an ""~ 
1s ''chancellor o" the Jan o:kllvndor Clonaul •te ... lo!RntP.llo 

does fl b1 0 b4S1nees iJJ f'alse Po,;er11 and , bcli,.,vir!i that 

there is Hood WJne;,• to be Ll>lde out or r,.r 1ec,. '""111" ~ has 

bl'!en tl .. 'l:'l(' t' l!l'lnoeuvr·e hlr:oaelr onto Jt•rnb•ch ' " com­

Ill ttee . Sternb~cJ, !.as J•ef>tsed t.> c ,naider h1PT ., .. ~ ,IIA] 

nnd :.hnt-:llo lllld IJnell•.;r have threatcnr.d to brin,; p-r rrre 

on Stern tC/r by rnllyln,· intlncntt 1! Jcwa Jn ~oo;r Jca • 



To 
DePtJrtoen t 

t§Ase: Fit ~1 
TELEGRAM SENT --Date 

Cod e 
a No . , l « . 

R t r nee 1 
d to yo~r 1174 or ~il ternbucb is r e rin 

re ly to th~ 1ntormat1on conta!nej th rein . 

!t is r 'lU t d by s. t.h t th r .. Iowtn • mase ·e 

fl el!vered to the L''li n r Orthodox .u bis: ".l'he 
s~ or t enty- rJv t 

laced by " 

in tt: O<'!tt r Will follow. " ..>torob;.~ch exp161ne that 

~r1tfel, wr.o is theIst ~ 1 u1 ~· nt or the Union, r t• 
0 1 t 

" or tirteen thous 
nd 

tr LC p •t 
NJ ric n .tpr 

Compeny in Ba el alld .. . n It 
roth 

r , l"sbll.t:l St rn ucb. n • 
n r in tb 

llt or th runt a n• t r to 1 u;;; ternbucb. 

HA: I 

. 3 

: ~a: o:n: 
In tri lie t 

l! 



.1. N'I, J 
... ,u D Z"tricb , AprU 13 th.1944, 

To the Hon~rqble 

Legation ot the United S'tatea of AmerJca , 

_B_e_r_n_e_ . __ 

De!lr I.Lr. Getzinger, 

To-day I beg to request you to be good enough to paaa 
the following meeaagea on. At the same time I Wish to thank 

v011 repeatedly :to:r- all the t r ouble 1 am caus1~ -ou llDd am, 
dear .Sir, lri th my beet 

~ encl oeurea. 
--------



!l'o the 

Unton or Crtho~ox Rabbis or the United Stat es or Aroertca: 

From Shanghai the followtne wire recetYed: ~Boeenhei~ support 
advie!ible 5000 Swhefranoe weekly wo!J! ering not yet answered 

atop regard:ln8 50 R.11bbis matter of t tme atop (hej" fodlaezuJr 
lllarrted l(ietzJcer and "tela r aocbor 8chmulewiu~ 
l.ot'orm ot this ?.oeOJohetn 

Sternbuch 



To tt~e 

Aruo~;s Israel ?lorld Or&-en1sat1on 

Formerly the followinr oon ••tletes have issued suoh papers: 

~araruay , Ecuador , Costo Rio~ . Urur.~ay , leru , Hondu~as 
"'ioararuaj, Vene~uela , !lsi ti, Chile, Boli vi en 

Preeentlv these paper s CdO be had onlv :rom the co•ffi•late 

of Salvadore. Ir Order to save people in Ha~rarla it i s 

:t'iratl.v necessary Uat consulates in Switzerl;,cd at.~d .._ 

& to be authori sed to issue to us co-:rtdentiallv 

pass~orts or o1t17.enstip doou'!le•ts~ \...- d.~~~ i::J ,, 
\A.~~· \\-.-.4 ~...._~~~ 
~~~~w A~,_ ~tae ' ash -tt=.J~y"X ~~~\I"(~ •44•··· i)AJ(.....,.., 

~ -:/~~ 
~ lr....L. ~ ~H t"~ J:.JJ N\-;t 0 

· ra-~~~~s w :.1 vv .;t:t_, 

h.uu, "Yo--a)~=>~, ;-\~ 

~~~~ 
\M., h"""'~' - u..J... ~ 
~ ~ _.;:t ~_..._ .. 

tv 
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To 

Code 

Department 

@§sE FILEJ 

TELEGRAM SENT 

Date 

Mo 

April 19, 10 a. a., 19 ... 

2467 

ChU"II CI t o 

Parapbraaa 

Reference ia aade to the Legation's no. 2117 ot 
April 5 . 

wQoaenht~l SUppOrt BdTilable fiTe thousand SWiSS 
trance per week. Wondering not answered aa yet. 
With regard to 50 rabbia it is a matter or tt.e. 
Kletzker and Tela ~aochor were married by Olet 
Podlaazuk. SZMULKW!CZ." 

It is Sternbuoh'a request that the Union or 
Urthodox Rabbis end Rosenheia be informed ot the &bOTe­
quoted telegram whiob be atetaa wes rece1Ted traa 
Shanghai. 

HARRISON 

tl8 . 55 

DJR:RCG :nt 
I n triplicate 

RCG/illlp R.C.:;. 
~ 



, 

.I NT f f l '\ Hl (If 

leASE FILEI 

TELEGRAM SENT 

To · Department Date April 19, 9 a. a ., 19~. 

Code 

Paraphrase 

Reference la made to your 11~3 April 5. 

Xhe following message ia tr011 Sternbuch tor Agu4aa 
Israel World Organization with reference to tbe above 
telegraa: 

ot the countries 
"The consulates/ listed hereunder issued such papers 

tor.arly: Bolivia, Chili, Costa Rica, Haiti, Honduras, 
Paraguay, Peru, Uruguay and Venezuela. These documents 
are now available only troa the consulate or San SalTSdor. 
In order to save people in Hungary, it is or prt.ary 
importance that consulates in ~tzerland be authorized 
to issue passports or oitizenabip documents to ua confi­
dentially. These documents would be distrib~ed to 
refugees tree ot charge, This measure would put an end 
to the traffic in false passports . Responsibility that 
the passports would be employed ror temporary protection 
only and that they would bo returned to the states wbo 
issued them wben the emergency is past would ba assumed 
by the Co.mittee. Signed Sternbuch." 

Following is tor the Department: S. states that 
according to his knowledge, only the consulates ot 
Haiti, Honduras, Nicaragua, San Salvador, Peru and 
Paraguay have issued talae passports in SWitzerland, 
although such passports have bean issued in other parte 
ot Europe by consulates ot the other countriee na.ad above. 

42.60 

DJR :RCG: imp:nt 
In triplicate 

ILt.RRISCN 

su 

RCG/imp R.C . • 

~ 



•1• ~ .. '' fCU'\. Itt< II 

----------~--~~----~--------~ 

LEBAIIOI OF lHE UlllED STAlES 
Of AIIEIICA 

IIC1 APR 2 ::! 1944 

Froii!IERN 

Code 

ELEGRAM RECEIVED 

Date : rril " , 1 

No: l 4 

Reoeived. pr11 l , g o •. 

be e~art ent desire vo1 t deliv r o tern u~ 

the tollcmt n r Phra e1 es o rr he 
er enc b 1 l.manowi t2 : 

"Ill ;)unt of wl 
t.r !d tted tratr us by 
F nenco to the fo 1 h ba n Prn to be 
delivered to y ~ tor trensmi el 

zmulewtcz t Sha h 1. You eb 
ediate crar tcr d advise u 

action has been c~ l~ted" . 

1 t viev· to facll1 tatin the tr a is 1 n 

or tbeae ru ls t c Dopar• ent retlJests y ou to t ke suob 

ate a be reason bly possible . 

r.r 

1n r • .toete 

RCG/imp R.C.:;, 
~ 7 



.J. NTg t~'ICI (It 

RCG/ imp 

Bern , Apr~l 22, 19~4 . 

- via Courier 

Dear ILr. Wood a' 

It 1tOUlG 'bv •Wte<o1.. tad 1t you Jrr.JUld deli var 
the encloaea letter ut todo7•a dote t~ Mr. Sternbuch 
ot tLo Un!on or Or1.llc .10.1. iiabbia anu 1n!ur• the 
Latlation b7 telephone •wen tW.e nas been dona . 

Sincerel1 7 ~l5 1 
7or 'toe IUntiter: 

Su E. 'li'o..,de , .taquh·a, 
.lmerican Oonaul General, 

Zllr1oh. 

R.C.G. 

~ 



. J. ~'l'f,~ N "'\ I C l ( "f C 

B rn, A~11 22, 1944 

Jlr. Isaac Sternbuoh, 
Scnweisorga·••• 14 , 

ZUrich . 

Dear Sir: 

The L~~Atioo bas ~•en request8d to deliver to 
10u the !oll01r1co mess&&e !rom tl:.e Vac4bll Hatzala 
Emerdeney Committea1 

.DJR/R 

RCG/imp 

~An amount o! Swiss !rancs 85 , 8 0 bas bean 
transmitted !rom us by tbe Polish M1nistq o! 
P1nance to •bs Pcl1ab }!i:lba.uy in Bern to be 
delivered to you for tr~sm1sa1on to Rabbi 
Scmulawio& at Shangbai . You abould arrange tor 
1z::Ded1ata trana!ar onll a<lv1aa ua waeo tna trana­
aotion nas been completd<l . ~ 

/iiii.P 

Tary trul.Y youra, 

Daniel J . Reasan, 
Commercial Att&cht . 

R.C.G. 
~ 



.r. N~I" IO: f.t ' rt { ( Jf 

'\lh' T i t I I ' 

Prom: 

Code: 

RCG/imp 

@Ase: FIL~ ---
TELEGRAM RECEIVED 

DeP4rtaeDt 

Br01rr1 

Date: 

No: 
APril 2~, 4 p.m., lt44 
lUt 

Received . 
April 2G, 0 • ·•· 

l'or the ll.1n1ater :t'rCIIII the War Retugee Board. 
WRB lro, • ·"' 

Pl .. ee deliYtr a Panaphraae ot the tollowiD" 
..... ,e trco the ar etu •• Board to leaao 8terabuob, Poettaob 187, St. CalleD, Switzerland: 

"Greatly loaaed with your April 7th 
meaaase. Busseat ceoeeaity that auob oourier. 
be auppliod with larger s~ ADd that auoh 
tanda be given to outatanding Ptr.on.lities 
lenders or o~un1tiea aDd tora.r h .. da or 
Yeshtveth to aave thamaelvea in whatever 
possible -.nner. ••41 aupply 100 a44itional 
fll.Cda on reQueat. Vudbatzala.h ... rgenor 
oa=ntttee Rabbis oaenber Kotler E.laanowtta.• 

1n duplicate 
to rnea 

/; ttti.. 

R.C.G. 

~ 

HUll. 



· ' · ""''TJI"J.t' I t ( ( ft 
\lu,, J(l I ' 

RCX/ap 

·~terence in Dept ' s 1429 or1G1~cted in 
Shoulu copy or reply co Lo Cn? 

o.n. 

R. C.G. 

~ 



.J. ~1~ f{ N ·' 1t l . ( ' lf , . .., '\ .... , ,~ , ~, 

Zurich , Apri l ~5tb 1~44 

To tho bon rablo 

le~aLio. Vl th~ Onitod ntatco 0~ 

B e r n e 

·······•o. 

ith re r to o r sto ~ d letter of 
the llth April 1 ohall be v~ry much 0011 eu t~ ou , ar 

Sir, 11" y 1< trill be o~d enou h to po.s this .. .)llow1n • lin • to t 
Je. nrte111ent of Sta e: 

"!! 

in-:.ereet 

l7aad ·•azale St rn uch 

1 "C to t.a.,Jt YOl r r yo r kin eae 1n 
advano . J r c~in , d ar r . G~ a1n~ r, Wit the beat re arda . 

Youz·e v r :r: i hfull.,;r 

RCG/imp R . -. . ~ . -



J . ,..~r· •·: tt ' n l'C"tl 

~l (}' "l' l(t '' 
~urlc , April 25th 1 44 

RCii/ imp 

r dox ~bbio ot the nited 
States or ~ rioa 

·--~----

7e naTe just rP.oaiv~d fcl lowinc 
Caole :".\ rran 1 n ltt~· Rabbis te pe>rarUJ ver,J: 

d1f 1o~lt Rosen 1 a ~~pport ur& ~t 
alvano tn~ m nths aav" ~- ale~ic~~ 

.1eoe1•1 d r.ln.> 
which di-P&tohed by t 1 rnpn Rab i ~ 

58 0 .;"."lisa 

Wand ala 3ternb en 

• ....._., quesuon was olart.ri~; .• "'" " "U.L::t 

R.C.G. 
~ 7 



-- Let. to SternolJch 4/ 2q .T:If!injb 

Pile Memoraadwu 

SUbJect: Union of Ortoodox R&bbis. 

Sternbuch called by appointment and presented a le~ter oonoernins the proposed inclusion ot Wail and 
Mueller in the refugee committee (please see Depar~ent • s 
1174 April 6J . I pointed out to aim toat the Legation ' s 
letter of April 11 3tated that he snould dratt a telegram 
for dispatch through the Legation conoernLns tn~s matter 
and that the Leg~tion could not accept toe responsibility 
of summarizi~ the statements he maae 1n his letter. 
Sterobuch agreed to drar~ toe necessary telegram. 

Stern bucn stated that he is having dirticulty wtto 
his own organ.tza"tion ilere 1n Swi tzerlaod . lt seems that 
Mannes and RUbenfeld , two members of his committee, 
mustered a majority ot the committee in favor of spending 
50,000 francs for a .Tewish relief home io Sl'd. tzerlaod , 
tne funds to be taken from the money remitted by tne Union 
of Orthodox Rabois.ror relief and evacuation actiVities 1o 
occupied territory. Sternouch stated tnat he has refused 
to comply With this proposal on the basts that neither ne 
nor tile commi t'tee has the autnori ty to use the :funds for 
any purpose except :for relief and evacuation activities 
outside Switzerland . He stated that ne Will not depart 
tro111 tOJ.s p"oint or View and that it an open break oocurs 
in the committee he "i~l in:form the Legation and put the 
matter up to the Union or Orthoaox Rabbis !or decision. 

Sternbucb Presented tile le t•sr dated .4pril 25 (a'ttached J 
concerning tne evacuation or refugees from France to 
Switzerland. He stated that ne understands fully that 
under hie license he is authorized to spend funds for tne 
evacuation a! refugees into Switzerland. ffe has ascertained 
tnat tne Swiss Premdenpolizei will not turn Osck refugees 
at the frontiers. Nonetheless he fears that if he or~antzes 
ana finances from Switzerland tile evacuation or refugees 
tro111 France into Switzerland, tne Frellldenpolizei Will inter­
vene and possibly COO:fiscate the tun~s remitted by the Union 
of Orthodox R~bbi~. He stated tnat the financing and 
organizing ot evacuation ot refugees from foreign territory 
into Switzerland is against Swiss law. He desired ~ adVice. 
I informed him that he as a Swiss oi"tizen must interpret 
t1ie a1•n obligations to Swiss law and 1 t was no't the position 
o.t tne Le

0
,.t1on to instruct uim to disobey What he consiaered 

to oe Swiss regula"ti ns. Tnis ~as a matter for him alone to decide. 

Sternbuoh requested that we ascertain :from the Swiss 

I 
autnorities WlJet!ler toe Pre!Ddenpolizei have an,y OOJect1on to 
the re.tugee corlllllit'tee arr8118tng for tne evaous.tton or Jews 
from France into Switzerland. ffe as~ed tnat ttus matter be 
brot:taht to lillr. Huddle •s attention and stated t.hat ile would t~e no action until toie qu~stion was claritied. 

RCG/imp R. C.G. 

~ 



s .. E. foods , f3quire , 
,._ rJ.ca.n Consu.l General, 

zurich. 



Kr. Iaa~c Sterobuch, 
ScllW~iur~sae 14, 

%Urich . 

Dear S!r: 

Bern, April 21 , 1944. 

the Legation n .. been requeated ~o deliver ~ 
J'OD tile rollo•1ng •eaa~e !rOll tbe War Be~ee Board: 

aGrently ple .. e4 wt~ your ·~ril 7ttt •••a&&•. SUgsest Mo~asi ty "tbat auch ccuriera 
be supplied whh lar&er aiiii:U and t.u!lt auch 
tunda be given to outa t an41ng pere~oal1t1ea 
leaders Of COmZUD1t1ea and !o~r n.a~a Of 
YeaUlveth to save t e .. elvea 1n -natever 
poss!ole aanoer. Are reaa7 to auppl7 you with 
additional tunda on re u at. Rabo1a ~oaeobers, 
~~t.ano~~tz •nd ~otler of tne Va d H cala 
PQargeno~ Committee." 

It would be appreciated 1r 7ou would actnowledse 
~na receipt ot the preaent letter. 

JX:H/EC /iap 

Vary trul7 70u a, 

J. Uanr Huddle, 
Couaaelor of Le~at1on. 



No~e: 

~. Isaac Sternbuch, 
Jt . nou . 

31r: 

Burn , ADrll 29, 1944 

With rererPnce to certe1n llll te:a Which ~·ou 
discussert w1 t" l!r . Getn!ng•lr or the legation on 
Apr!l 26th , and to ~·our l Ill. tar or /•t>r1l 25th, you 
are .!n:'orned tl1at the conditions 01 ent.rr into 
.3'o !tzerlend or re1 ugee11 frcn Axio or Ax1s-occuo1e. 
territory ls e ~Lter felling only W!th!n the 
competence or tho Swiss Covarnmen". 

The legatl? n does not 1oubt that the nopropriete 
.:>'wlss authorltias "W11l be p1eu3ed to B•lvioe with you 
on t.he subJect and to inl'ol'Q you 1' tlly w1 th rei erunce thereto . 

Vory truly ,l'OIJr3, 

For the 111nis tor: 

J. Klahr RuJdle 
Co·tnselor or toe tt !on. 


