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- HEARD MR CORDELL HULLS RAD|0 ANNOUNCEMENT THAT dEWS IN HUNGARY FACE
":ANNIHILATION. i STRONGLY BELIEVE THEIR LIVE_'EENEb BE' SAVED. HAVE
DEFINITE PLANS, WITH WHOM COULD l DISCUSS THEM?
EUGENE BOGDANFFY
8495 FOUNTAIN AVE LOS ANGELES CRESTVIEW 52911.
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Room 282 I!msury Buuding
July 20, 1944 2:30 pems

PRESENT: Mr. Fugene Boglanffy, Los Aneoleu. californu. and Mesars.
Pehle and Lesser,

Mr. Boglanffy opened the conversation by asking wvhether we wore PRAE
familiar with his record in the State Department, the F.B.l., and else-
where. He stated that Mr, Travers of the State Department would welcome
any inquiry ve might wish to make concerning him.

Mr, Bogdanffy stated that he was a native of Hungary, now resid-
ing at Los Angeles, and was engaged in no business, He said that he had
been in this country since February, 194l. For a number of years prior
coming to this country, Mr. Boglanffy sald that he was the head of a large ER
cooperative engaged in the business of exporting foodstuffs to Germany. -
- According to Mr. Boglanffy, this buainess was handled for the Germans by
one Otto Braun, a Nazi officlal who was said to have been personally in--—
volved in the Erzeberger assassination, among others. Braun, Mr. Boglanffy
said, was a native of lunich and en active Naszi since the early beer-hall
days, who used his position as German economic representative to cloak his
political activities. The latter consisted, according to. Hr. Bogianffy, :
of "picking up" dismisgsed Hungarian ministers and other officiale who .-~ - .~
. nursed grudges against the Hungarian regime snd making them part of the -
7 Nazi entourage by means of subventiofs and otherwise, - Mr. :Bogdsntfy nen-
tioned Inrody as among those that belonged to the Brauan cliques . .

Hr. :Bogdanzfy descr.tbed ‘Braun a as ‘an oxtrouely clovor aml nru-
tile Eazi who could be *fixed", He stated that after the Jewish persecu~
tions began in Germany, he was sble, through Braun, to procure the release
into Bwitzerlani of certain friends and relatives of his Jewlish'friends and
business associates.  In this connection, Mr. Boglanffy stated that he was - -
not Jewish, but that a number of his assoclates in the cooperative and hls -
partner in.a department store business were Jews. - Mr. Bogdanffy stated that -
thase rolease operations on Braun's part required financlal consideration,
but that Braun's démands were not exorbitant, J?u.rthomore. an apparenely

- .. . ... always met his comi.tmentc.

According to Mr, Eogdanffy, veilemver" the presont 'Gernan gorernor..
"ot Rungary® (whether de fagto or de jure is not clear) was Braun's secretary
during the period thas Braun and Boglanffy were exporting Bungarian foodstuffs :
to Gerzmany. Mr. Boglanffy is of the opinion, in view of Welseueyer's position ;,
and the meks-up of the present Rungsrian Govornnent. that Brawn is the Teal
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"power dshind the throne in Hungary today, although a recent dispatch describes . :
g hin merely as the chief of;jhie_ntgpoAn_H\m@rx.,*HrJo@dm#,—pohtedﬁout/\

2 T ] many of the members of the present Hungarian cabinet wers among those that

Braun #picked up® and "nurged along" when théy wers dismisaed from previcus

oabinets,

Mr. Boglanffy sugzested that it may be possible to save a numbep of
lives in Hungary by either bdriding Braun or some how or other taking advantage
of his deep affection for hig wife and young child who now reside in the country-
8ide outside of Vienna. ‘ '
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1. Eugene de Bogdanffy, originates from one of those :
Armenian families who settled centuries ago in Trangylvania .
and were assimilated by the Hungarian ruling class., His family-
migrated due to the Turkish oppression. He was a banker in
Budapest and especially did business with Germany. His -
connections with Nazi Germany were good. He bought parti-
cipations, etc. in Jewish businesses to protect them against
Nazis. My past experiences with him were favorable, e is

a very able and honest man. In 1936, he negotiated and
concluded certain deals between the Hungarian freezing and
poultry feeding industry /an industry which was exclusively

in Jewish hands/ and the Hungarian Government, the latter
acting in its own name and for Germany. I advised certain
Hungarian parties interested as sellers. Since 1941,
Bogdanffy has been in the United States and is married to.

a British subject. - —

2. Otto Braun , a German, was involved in the murder of =
Erzberger, e escaped from Germany when the prosecutioi
started. He came to Hungary and was hidden by the then
Minister of War, Julius Gombos, who later became the
Prime Minister. Braun was hidden on Gombos' private estate
near Budapest. Due to German pressure, prosecution started.
: Braun was arrested and. later released. At the request of the
T : Hungarian Governement, Messrs. SamrF.'Goldber%er,*textile', :
_ B works in Budapest, engaged him as salesman. he “head -of ‘the
2 Goldberger concern, Mr. Leo de Buday-Goldberger, is a great
friend of Horthy and one of the leaders of the Jewish —: .
—_— ,wwcommunityﬁin~BudapestrfwThefGoldbergersfwerefclients;oismine.
: When the Nazis came to. power in 1933, Braun got a very Sl
important position. He was delegated to Budapest to foster
the German economic penetration in Hungary.  He ‘had hig =¥
offices with the Hangya /ant/ , a quasi public corporation.
Bogdanffy was economic advisor of the Hangya. Braun was
Germany's delegate to the Hangya. The Hangya bought, with
German help, various Jewigh interests in Hungary such ag -
cooling plants, feeding plants, vinegar-distilleries, eté.

Bogdanffy and Braun cooperated at the Hangya anderaﬁn‘
-~received participations from Bogdanffy's,brokerages,.
Braun is now head of the Gestapo in Hungary. '

3. Bogdanffy proposes: that Braun be invited to Lisbon, o e e
Portugal, and negotiations started between him ‘and those o L . 4
interested to save the lives of Hungarian Jews, Lo A




__The idea is excellent, but only if Bogdanffy goes to

Lisbon, invites Braun and negotiates the deal with him.
Bogdanffy is absolutely confident that he can persuade
Braun to come to Lisbon and make s deal with him. The
present head of the Visa Division of the State Department,
Mr. Travers, formerly United States Consul General in
Budapest, knew Mr. Bogdanffy in Budapest and can give

full information about him.

Y. The danger in Hungary is imminent. Hungary, not the
present one, but the pre-Trianon one, is part of the
German "innere Festung" if the Russians will reach it

and besiege it, the Germans will liquidate the rest of

the Jews as they li%uidated those who were in the war

zone territories. The Jewish inteligentia, and the wealthy
Jews should they be saved from the Germans, but remain

in Hungary, will be liquidated by the Russians as a

revenge for October 1919,

5. Financing. A group of Hungarian refugees ‘in New York

will contribute quite a considerable amount to save their
friends and relatives. Further it is requested that the
.Treasury shall utilize certain deposits ect. of Hungariahs -
with banks in the United States, even though the depositors

are domiciled in Hungary and the deposits of limited =+
‘liability companies could be utilized to save controlling

shareholders and employees of the companies.

N SR R S N A -
/s/ Erno Wittmann

e
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) - THE UNIVERSITY GLUB
1 West 5uth Street
o ———— New York-0ity-

55 Liberty Street, New York
July 24, 194y,
L

Honorable Henry Morgenthau. Jr.,
Treasury Department,
Washington, D. ¢.
Ny dear Mr. Secretary -

Arthur Sulzberger telephoned you this
afternoon about the urgent matter which several of my
Hungarian Jewish friends believe may save the 11ves of -

a number, and p0531b1y many, Jews 1n Hungary He telephoned

back to me that you would rather rece1ve a telegram or

Meanwhlle, thls afternoon, Dr Joy 7
of the Unitarian Service Commlttee, has heartlly approved
our plan and states that his Commlttee w111 be glad to -
send Mr. Bogdanffy, the man descrlbed 1n the encloeed
memorandum, to Lisbon as their speclal representatlve.

e Dr. Erno Wittmann, who wrote the

enclosed memorandum. is ‘one of the leadlng lawyers of Hungary.éﬁfﬁ

I have known h1m and his wife 1nt1mate1y for flfteen years,

hav1ng been referred to him in 1930 when I asked the adv1cegﬂwwy
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of Sullivan and Cromwell as to the best lawyer in Budapest

to represent my banking firm in some negotiations in Hungary..

Dr. Wittmann is a lawyer of the highést-ethicval principles '% -
and I knovw that his judgment can be relied upon.

A The War Refugee Board has already seen
Mr. Bogdanffy and are seeing him again on Wednesday. Briefly,
the plan is to have Bogdanffy go to Lisbon, as the special
representative of the Unitarian Service Committee, and there
to meet Braun, the head of the Gestapo in Hungary. Several -
of the leading Hungarian refugees in New York{will_contribute i
a considerable sum to save their friends ahd relativee;
Further, ‘it is requested that~the TreQSury'ehallfutillze

" certain deposits in banks here of'Hungarian éompeﬁies for

N,

' ';***the purpose of saving employees and shareholders of’ those‘“‘;gf*‘% f%fff—;;;;ﬁ‘;lll_
companies. , , _ - _' ' |
h Bogdanffy is qu1te contident that he can’
. make ‘the arrangement with Braun wnose motlve 1s to get what- <‘w/f
ever money he can. Bogdanffy also believes that he may ‘even .
be able to hold eff wholesale liquidations, at least for a ) e i
tlme, by making arrangements with Braun. ‘ o :
1 am sure that,your feallstlc sympathy

for our Hungarlan friends and their beleaguered relatives

will cause you to do everytnlng in your power to’ expedlte
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this endeavor, which would be worth all the effort and

cost even if only one life were saved. ; -

Sincerely yours,

/s/ Chauncey L. Waddeill
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HENRY MORGEETHAU JR

% ' .

v
ARTHUR SULZBERGER TELEPHONED YOU THIS AFTERNOON ABOUT THE

URGENT PLAN WHICH SEVERAL PROMINENT HUNGARIAN JEWISH REFUGEES
IN NEW YORK BELIEVE MAY SAVE LIVES OF SOME AND POSSIBLY

MANY JEWS IN HUNGARY. I AM SENDING YOU SPECIAL DELIVERY
LETTER TONIGHT WHICH I EARNESTLY URGE YOU TO READ ON

RECEIPT TOMORROW , SINCE I TALKED WITH ARTHUR SULZBERGER
iTHIS AFTERNOON THE UNITARIAN SERVICE COMMITTEE HAS ENDORSED
OUR PLAN AND AGREED TO HAVE SUGGESTED EMISSARY GO AS THEIR
bPECIAL REPRESENTATIVE, EARNESTLY BESEEGH YOU TO. DO WHATEVER

. : YOU CAN TO FACILITATE EXECUTION OF THIS PLAN

nHAUNCEY L WADDELL
SOHA JUL 25.\

-




_ ... - .. . . _ _  Fsmer, Pund for the Fres., Natl,
Dof., 1OL2.WY, A1Tot, to "ar Ref.
' B
July 25, 194 g
Tk UH1Ve L 1TY CLUB
1 %80T Shgh STHERT
Ry YUK, By YOrK
I HAVE HEGKIVED YOUR LEPTHS Akl Provoiak OF JoLy o,
Pho RETUDEE BOLTY CPFIOTALS AN DIUOBSSTYG SATTEH WITH
IPRRLCTED P CLITCLCREDU, YOI BAY ORY DHE RHAT THIS
/
PROUEAL 3T6L B ChreFULLY Al SYEPATALTICALLY CORSIn%AsD, ot
/s/ Henry Morgenthau, Jr.
T SEGRETARY OF Tk THEasURy
i
e
N I
t
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Secretary Morgenthau” o
Jo Wo Pehle o - LR

On July 14 Eugene Bogdanffy telegraphed from Los
Angeles that he belleved that he had & plan thet would save the
Jews in Hunpery and asked with whom he should speak. I wired
~ Bogdenffy to commmicate his plan to me. ¥r. Bogdanffy replied
that he preferred to come to Washingion, and requested that we
secure an eir {ricrity. This we did, and on July 20, a con-
. ference was held with ¥r. Bogdanffy. The previous 8ay, Dr. Lprno
- Wittmann, a former Budapest lawyer with whom the Board hes long
been in contect, told Mr. lLesser that he had received s letter
from a -H\m%arian refugee in Los 'An%eles proposing -a plan for the’
rescus. of Hungarien Jews, The writey was Mr. Bog £y. Briefly,
By :
the flan, according to Dr. Wittmenn, was thet Mr,. Bogdanffy go.
to Lisbon and there arrange to meet and bribe Otto Braun) the
chief of the Gestapo In Hungary. Dr, Wittmann seid that in Hung~
p - ary ¥r, Bogdanffy had been an exporier of foodstuffs and ss & eon-
: sequence hed become well acquainted with Braun who for some time -
had been charged by the German Government with importing Hungerien ™ - T
Toodstuffs. As a result of this—conversation, we were not-sur- . B IR I S
prised when, the next day, lMr. Bogdanffy told us of his plamn. -~ - L . -

. ¥r. Bogdanffy sald he knew that Braun could be bribed
-and wes in a position to keep any promises he might make. Mr, ,
Bogdanffy, however, did not mske any spssific proposal as to how -
or by whom Braun lﬁoula be contacted. Specifically, he did net
_propose that he himself go te Lisbon. R

Thereafter, received from Chauncey Waddell a tele- R
—~ grem and letter, both dated July 24, the letter enclosing Dr. : =
Viittmann's memorandum concerning ¥r, Bogdenffy and the groponl
— to bribe Bravn. Ur. Vaddell is a son-in-lsw of former Chief

Justiocs Hughes, Before resesly these comuunications, however, . o
& further confersnce had been set with Mr, Bogdanffy for July 25, L Cd

to diuuutth,e posaibility of soquiring some of Mr. Bogdanffy's

pengo sssets, S '




At this conference, Mp, Bogdanffy said that De, Witt-

mann and-other Hungarian refugees in New York, knowing of his ‘
c¢lose relationship to Braun, were importuning him to go to Lis-
bon himself to “gqnttct Braun, Mr. Bogdanffy steted that he was -
most reluctant to leave this country, but that if he could get
a re-entry permit, and if some member of the Board's steff would

go with him so that there could be no question as to what he was
doing, he would consider making the trip. Mpr.

« Bogdenffy said B
that if he got to Portugsl he would ettempt to :

with Braun in Hungary, As to the pengo transaction, Mr, Bogdenffy
said that the Union Bank of Switzerland was his trustee ;
if he could get a messu%e through to a Mr, Sche

effer, a manager
of that bank in Switzerland, aigerect arrangements could undoubt~

edly be mde for the transfer for as ma pengos as might be

. needed, Mr. Bogdanffy did not think hiﬁly, of our counter~pro-
posal that'a message be sent to Braun in his ns
cussions be held with Braun by some one i
Bogdanffy was told that we would think th
returning today for further discussion.

name and that dis-
1 our eonfidence, Mr.
e matter over, He is

| o (Signed) J.W. Pehle

e
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Please ask (3) urgently to eommunicate with (2) in persoa and tell
him in substance as follows: - '
'A m.m of mine who lives in Lo- Angeln has written $0 me that

his very good friend, Eugene no‘danm vanld 1ike you to give ms his rnby

ocuff links, his pocket watch, his wife's gold bracelet, and his wife's brooch

with the green stones. I mas also asked to tell you that Mr. Bogdanffy ex-
pects that you will be asked to go to Switzerland very shortly and suggests
that you imnedistely ask for a Swiss visa. Nr. Boglanffy asks that when you
£0 to Switzerland you take ‘hil wifels fur coat with you. MNr. Bogdanffy wants
you to be surs vhen you go _tg Svitzerland to have at your fingertips the
:ash position of all the enterprises®. ]

It should be impresssd on (2) that the foregoing message from
Bogdanffy 1s to be treated with the highest confidence.

I-Bhuorstmh 7—27-44




Please ask (3) urgently to communicate with (2) in person and tell .
) him in substance as follows:
i -~ "A_friend of mine who lives in Los Angeles has vritten $0 me that

ety e
his very good friend, Eugene Bogdmffy, wold—L-hlso—you-to0 ghm-hh-ruby
ch
[]

with-the. graen.aionese—Ii-gas-also-asiied- to toll you that Mr. Doglanffy ex-
pects that you will be asked to go to Switzerland very shortly and suggests.

that you immediately ask for a Swiss visa. MNr. Bogdanffy asks that when you )
P KLY WortEh g kg duind s hao b’ brpothe o't Fha rrtue S0ty Anistf, ‘
go to Switzerland you take his wifels fur coat «t&pcu Mr. Bogdanffy wants
Hovu f st
you to be sureAwhen you go \to Switzerland m,\at your fingertips the

cash position of all the’ enterrises .
STENTIRMAY
It should be 1mpres§gd on ﬂA that the foregoing message Sevm
Applmmagy 15 to be treatod with\h\enighue confidence,
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&fl OTE I have been conaiderably disturbed by the news of the persecu~

T~ tions in Bungery ant I fesl that I should do a8 much as I cen to help,
In these efforts, however, I must roly heavily on you and I am sure thet.
'you will give all the assistance you can to this purely humanitarian pro-‘-’:" - -
Ject. . You v:l. lﬁbo cont, :,:d by (1) in whom you cen have the moit
complete confidence, He ﬁiai"vant to purchase pengos aveilable in Hungary
. to be used solely for humanitarian purposes, In spite ofddifficult:les,' we
must arrange with (2) to have pengos made availsble by ny.-enter- . - 7;—;7 '
prises to whomseever _____ (1) = may designate in Rungery againlt Swiss
francs raid to you for my account. We realize that any such transaction
must be ca.rried out most discretely and confidentially. -
Even before ___(j,)_____contactl you, plesse try. f;o arrsange as
soon as possidle a muting between you and (2) - in Su:ltzerlanﬂ.
Wwar Rafre [dBeecete :
Let me lmow by cable through the American ogation when (g) .18 ax—r
pected to arrive in Sv:ltzerland because I have an urgent messagc that I
want you to give him and which will ‘be transmitted to you through the Ame;- ., : A
ican Legation when ___. (2) arrivu 1n Sviturla.nd. Untﬂ. 132 ‘ A‘*‘*‘** R

arrives in Switzerln.nd, he should not (repeat not) bo 1nfomed of. tho raason

for his trip or of thts mmm.z‘;,;m féw?a(fm/l‘%} («(Wam- S e
& (etra s/}Lyﬂ/}nyR
(x) « FELIY SLENTIRMAY .




* lcan Legation vien___(2) arrives 1a smm-m “Untel

" arrives in Switzeriand, he be should not (ﬂpnt not) be Moud of tln mna

L&Lesser;enn . '

I have been coasiderably disturbed by the news of the persscu-

"-uou in Hungary and I fesl thet I should 40 as mach § as I can to help,

In these eofforts, however, I muss rely heavily on you asd I am sure that
you will give gll the assistance you can to this purely hmanﬁirn:mpro-

Jeot. TYou will de contacted by cmefd) . 1n whom you can have the rost

complete confidence. Ne will want to purchase psngos available in Bungary
to be used solely for humanisarisn purposes. In spite of difficulitien, we
must arrangs with ___ (2)  to have pengos made available by xy enter-
prises to. vhomseever PN ¢ ) N designate in Knngu-y sgainst Swiss
franes paid to yon for my account. We realize that any such tmuction
must be earried out most disecretely and confidentially, v

!nn before ﬂ! contaetu you,- plcau Gry to arrango as
soon as polaible a meating botvem yon and {a) in Mturhnd

Lot W know by cabls’ throngh tho Aloum Lmﬂn vh.n ___(,g)_ u ox-

poctod to srrln in Switzerland beeauu I han an nrcent mlup mt I
wvant you to &ive him and which vul be tmulttd to m throndl tho Amr\-

tor his trip or of this neuage '

’




o}
¥4

July 28, 1944. WM,W%\J .g' C

Dear Mr. ’Z@/‘-"b@f,

At the end of our last conversation, you mentioned that ’Perhaps
— wo can change-our-—plan, relylng exolusively on the help of .. (fape
in thdhedping of K L. s « I have been thinking about this propo-
sition sinoe tihen, and my opiniof the following:

By sending the tele prem to Switzerland, you can get two excellent
connections. Noe. 1, Mr » who is a reliable, excellent man
who oan be helpful in the future in any case concerning not only »
but in any case that should ocame up in mid-Europes Nos 2, through Mr.

you get excellent oonnections with all the people
Who ere importghtXif 1t should prove, later, that the halp of Fes 7;1&
is not sufficiente Nos 3, it will talwm ten days or two weeks until
< : will arrive .4 P ich » During this time,
the whole sitdation will get muoh olearer in %@‘9_,‘%& , and 1f we
' decide not to take this help into oconsideration, I wfll drder him home and
nothing bad will happen. Mr. S2EN/HR Moy, ts trip to Switzerland won't

cost Hs Wart . _anything, because l¢shall provide the expenses myself,
and there is no obligation on the part of #&. Wear +Os. « My general opinion
is that, to a certain extent, the help of the ﬁﬂe/ and the

yypromiges given to him will Hie lslpful for the F. .o -
)Jif the situatlon doesn't ta more gerious turne For this feaséh, 1 think it
would be best to combine the promise we have on hand with the good will we -+

want to buy. This good will could develop perha s to the better handling of

the Jears in . The further promise of &
‘bonus at the end could provide security whiéh we perhapl; will need when the
moment comes that the Seltain Vo yﬂ‘l{!%}ﬁ%rqw froni . -

The expenses comneoted with the whole case I wouldn't take into 6one -
uideration at alls - e -

(1)  Because, in my opinion,’ they viil}[ be ,smill, kiidwing the.pa;-géns' 2
involved. B et B S . DRI

(2) I don't doubt that the #%&ﬁn gladly s repay ST T T
all the expenses you have inourred after the As 1 told you, I am willing"
now myself to furnish up to an amount of £5,000. in clothing, free, through my~ ' ER B
department . store in_73- @4} if your man gets in contact with ™
the Manager of my department atore with my knowledge and, further, I am also ..

willing to prov ] 410,000, after the war, as my eontribution to the expenses of
the Wer— . g . . in helping the __ Fewsp in ‘.
Vi ——

It vas a pleasure to me to wake tha acquaintance of 'Zﬂ‘u/ Wy,

and in any oase and any time you think I could be helpful to you, pIease Just . R R
call on moe B i . . i i

Sinceyely yours,
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v
Kr. Byron Price, pivector
Qffice of Censorship v .-
fizshingbon 25, D. C. .

Atdenblon: Gaptain Gragch,'/c;bg_..’ &l Leble Censor
My dear ¥r. Price: -

It will bo helpful to the War Helugee Boerd in its
#ork 1¥ you will arrange for s ®watch® to be placed on
incoming aud outgoing csble Lraffic with respect to
Iugene "Jeno® Bogdanfiy, Los Angeles, Californin, ond
curregtly in Hew York at the Savoy Plasa Hotel and the
Unlon Bank of Switserland, for approximately the next
ten or fifteen deys. ' ' .

It is my undersiending that Br, Rueffer, Lisison
Offlcer for yar Refuges Board with the Office of - E
Cengorship has alresdy informully requested this service
of Captuin Crwech, Xt was suggested hy Hr.'Ruefi{ex_' that

A this request be confirmed in'writdng..
.Thank you for this actlion.

Vory t:r'uly‘ yours;.-

Joseph B: Friedaman
Acting Bxecutive Dirsctor

Ty Zsz

L8LeaaérsPdMcCormacksar
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GRIGINAL TEXT OF TELFGRAM SENT - A

. FROM: Secretary of State, Washington
—_— D S D fﬁmer%oaaéegatiophnern_ gm lﬂPY
DATED3 August 3, 1944
NUMBER: 2668

A

FOR MCCLELLAND.
Please contact Alfreq Schdeffer, general manager Unlon -
Bank of Switzerland, Zurich, personally and tell him orally
that Fugene Bogdanffy of Los Angelee has communicated with you
through the War Refugee Board and states that he hss been con-
- siderably disturbed by the news of the persecuéions in Hungary,
.. ] that he feels that he should do as much as he cenhn'help the un-
fortunate victims of oppression, and that he relies heavily on
Schaeffer to assist him. You should further tell Schaeffer that,
Bogdanffy says that heé:ls confident that Schaeffer will give him
all the assistance he can 1n this purely humanitarian cause.
Bogdanffy wants Schaaffer to know that Saly Meyer will probably
contact him and that he can have complete confidence 1n Saly
Meyer who may want to purchase pengos available in Hungary
against blocked francs or dollars. Such pengos will be used
, solely for humanitarian pyrposes and Bogdanffy urges Schaeffer,
despite all difficulties, to arrange with Felix Szentirmay to
/“have such pengos made available by Bogdanffy's enterpriseu to:
whomevor Saly ueyar designates. Even before Saly Meyer contacts
Schaeffer, Bogdanfty asks that- Schaetfer rrange to have Sgentirmay
ome to
| DECLASSIFIED -

State Dept. Lotter, 1.11- T RE A

By R. H., Parks DAt aman SEP 27 1972
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D -
come to Switzerland immediately to see Schaeffer estensibly in °
connection with the affairs of Bogdanffy's enterprises., Schaeffer

should advise Bogdanffy through you when 8zentirmay Is expected—— -

g0 .that you can be advised of further matters that Schaeffer

is to take up with him, Bogdanffy particuiarly desires Schaeﬂfer'
not (repeat not) to indieate to Szentirmay until he arrives in
Switzerland that Schaeffer has heard from Bogdanffy.

You should advise Saly Meyer of the fdregoing’and request
him to contact Schaeffer after you have spoken to Schaeffer,
Whether or not (repeat ndt) Saly Meyer needs any pengos at the
present time, he should inquire of Schaeffer concerning the
possibility'of acquiring them agalnst francs or dollsrs. Planse

- 7 keep the Board advised p;pmptly’with respect to the effectuation
of each of the foregoing ateps. '

For your information, Bogdanffy is a Hungarian with substantial

A _ interests in several large enterprises in Pungary. Schaeffer

or his institution acts as trustae of these 1nterests, and .
. Szentirmay is the manager of one or more of such enterprises. ,v ,;WT? -

You may tell Saly meyer and Sehaeffer ‘that’ Bogdanffy is cooperating v .

with the Board but such inrormation should not- (repeat not) be

conveyed to szeptirmay.' Further for your 1nformation only, 1t

is expected that if Szentirmay érriveswin Sritierland, Schaeffer _,7

will be asked by you to request Szentirmay 1n Bogdanffy's name,
- to-undertake certain action upon his return to Hungary calculated
to alleviate the'condition of persecuted pepples. ?ogdantfg”and

S

T sgentirmay are



-3 W
N

SZentirmay are not (repeat'ﬁ%tjvJewish- If Saly Meyer should
_.~__not {repeat not) wish fnrganxvraagogfig,pecome involved, you -

may in your discretion sgﬂsyiﬁute abmé'other sultable pefson in

his role, Furthermore, 1f the Legation or other American authori-

ties have any reason to belleve that Schaeffer is not a suitable

person, do not (repeat not) contact hip, advising the Board of

the reason therefor,

THIS IS WRB BERN CABLE NO, 108,
X

STETTINIUS
. : - (Acting)
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10:20 aom,

OABLE T0 HINISTRR HARRISON AT BERN FOR KoSLELLAND

Fleaso contact Alfred Scheeffer, gemeral mensgey Union Yank of Switzar-
land, Zurich, personslly and $ell hin orally that kugene Bogdanffy of Los Angeles
ba# commnicated with you through the War Refuges Board and states that he has besn
considersbly disturbed ¥y the news of the persecutions in Hungary, thot he feels
that hs should do as zuch as he cen %o help the wufortuncts viectizs of aprression,
and that he relies heavily on Scheeffer to esesist him. You should further tell
Schaeffer that Bogdanffy says that he is confident that Schaeffer will give him
all the eesistonce he can in this purely humanitarisn cause. Bogdsnffy wents
Schasfier to know that Saly Feyer will probably contact him and that he cen have
complete confidencs in Suly Heyer who may waut %o purchese pengos aveilable in
Hungery ageinst blocked fremes or dollers. Such penges will be used solely for
humanitarian purposes and Boglenffy urgas Scheeffer, despite sl difficulties,
to srrange vith Felix Szentirmay to have such pengos#s avnilable by Bogdanffy's
eaterprises Lo whomover Soly Hoyer designaten. Dven hefore Sely liaysr contasts
Schaeffer, Bogdonffy asks thet Schueffer errange to have Szeatirmsy come to Swit-
worland inmuediately to see Schaeffor ostensibly in eomnection with the affairs
of Boglien{fy's enterprises. B8chaeffer should sivise Boglonffy through you'when
Szentirnay is expectod 20 that you eom bo sivised of further metters that Schaeffer
is to teke up with hin. Zogdanffy partievlarly desires Schoeffey not (repest not)

- : to indicate to Szentirmsy until he arrives in Switzerland that Schaeffer h2s heord
from Bogdanfiy. o T : E

You should sdvige Saly Meyer of the forsgoing and request him to com-
taet Schaeffer after you have speken to Schesffer. Whethor or net {repeat not)
Snly Meyer needs sny pemgos at the present time, he shenld dnquire of Scheeffer

2 coneerning the possibility of aequiring them against france or dollars. Please -

4 keep ths Board odvised promptly with respsct to the effectuation of each of the
fore:zoing ateps. ) SR e ; R

For your informatien, Bogdanfiy is e Fungardsn with eubstantisl in-
terests in sevoral large eatexprises ia Huagary. Schasffer or his institution
ects en trustee of these imterests, and Szentiraey is the asnager of ome or more
of such enterprises. Yom may tell Saly Heyer end Schaeffer that Boglonffy is co= o
operating with the Joard but such informatien sheuld ot (repeat not) be sonveyed
to 3sentirmay. Further for your informatiem enly, 1t 1is expected that if Ssentirmsy
arrives in Switserlamd, Sehasffer will be asiced By you to raquest Ssemtirmsy in 8
fy's neme, te underiske cortain action upon his return te Busgary calculated
to slleviate the comditien of pexsecunted peoples. Dogleanffy and Fsemtirsay are ‘
not (repeat not) Jewlsh. I Saly Heyer shenld met (repeet not) vish for any rezson
- to becone involved, you may im your diserstion substisute some othory sulisble pere
‘.~ %98 in his role. Furthermors, if the Legatien or other Ausricsn authorities have
oy reasen £0 Welieve that Schasffex ie mot & suitable persen, s met (repeas mot)
contect hin, sdvising the Board of the reason therefor, IR

DECLASSIFIED
State Dept. Letter, 1.11.73
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“DIVISION OF

. DEPARTMENT é OUTGOING
oo /f/ COMMUNICATIONS

OF : &
TELEGRAM AND RECORDS

Lo Avzust 3, 1044

, Pistribution of tr g ’ -
o ruc iy on'j.'j,-’ Sy sncelial - 0¥TRO i:OP '
S TR e -Z Pl e L UL

STATF

- ur

‘ DEPARTMERT ©F STATE g
ANLEGATION, | g
ST0CKHOLH, !1 o Kecoms 1 Coedersei
LCO :

Tihe" aable be w for Olsen ig HRB %,

Ploare ask hallaahsrg parsonally w contast Falix
Szentizmay, 10 Seemlehagy Ut., budapest, telephons 368-598,
and orpally tell hsém that through a fricnd in Los Angeles, -

¥nllenberg has h@sira frem fugene Begdanffy whom Wallenberg
Goos not (repeat #ot) know. As o meana of verifylng Bis
Btatonont as to tkgg neg8ege, YWallenberg should rafeyr to the
i _ following p?@p???}%h’;l{! by Ssentirmay: DBogdanffy's ruby
| eufd linka and pogket weteoh, Mrs. Beagé,ani'fy g fuyr coas, gold
braesles, and ‘wesoh with gz'e@ﬁ ﬁ%onea, ssllmnberg shoum
7 2180 CxDYess B%danfi’y 8 ca’msm Top Miki'e wellnbeing,
Wellenberg chould ;mll Szocntl rmay that Bogdanrfy expwts
v thot Jzoniirmay wbti.l be eoked %o &9 %o ﬂﬁitzerland soon e.nd
suggents that 3 ply for a vlsnrimadiaﬁely, Bogﬁanfry
vants Baemimaﬁ b be suro that when he goes to Switzerlamd
he has at bis £ingsriips V‘t;he eéah poaition of all the entere
) uzé'.ﬂae., Szantirmary mmt, of ccurse, tx’oat thisg ngasage u:.th
1:219 highsst conﬁ&@ncso srenmmy should not (repeat not)
“be advised by wallgenberg of the reasons why he ie being* agked
to o to 5witzez-1ana, roferrad to below, or of the Board's
in%erest in the nattor.

DECLASSIFIED For

State Dept. Letter, 1-11:78 : : S - C

By R. H. Parks Dato SEP 27 1972 . AN S |
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-2= 7;,’-‘15750 Ausust 70, .""“ Loctholn
For your information, Sogdanffy 1s a Hungarian residing
in Loc Angelas who hae substantial interests in several
large enisrprises of which Szentizraay ie maneger. Union”
Bank of Switzerland acts ae Bogdanffy's trugtes and will
ask Sgentirmay to go to Switzerland to discuss businosa
prﬁblgms.— The purpomes 'of project are to aecure adequate
aouree 6: supply of pengos against blocked francs or dollars
and to have Szentirmay undsrtako to sesure cooperation of
individual named in parsgraph three of Departm@nz 8 1420
oz July 17, WRB's 55, and with whom Bagdanrfy and Bzeneirmay
are well asquainted. , ”,'
It for any reaeén you do not (repeat not) belleve ﬁhat
securing his or Szentirmay 8 uauperaticn ig apprepriatsg
advise the Buard thoreof and do aot’ (repeat nog) ask .
Wallenberg to contaet Szentirmay until the Eﬁﬁﬁ@%ﬂl had

an opportunity to conaidsr such regson.

WRB:NHV1KG HOE - 8E s/ R




CABLE 70 NINISTER JONNSON AT BTOOKHOLN ARD OLSRN I

: Fleasos ask Vallenberg personally to contast Felix Bzentirmay, .
10 Szezlohegy Uk, Budspest, tolephone 8E3.598, and orally tell him that:
through e friend in Los Angeles, Walleaberg has heard from Eugene Bogbanffy
vhen Wallenberg d08s not (vepeat not) Mnow, As £ mesns of vorifying his
statement ap to the messago, Walleaberg should rofey to the following Prop~
erty held by Szentituayt Boglanffy's yuby cuff links snd pwoket vatech,

- Hrs. Boglanffy's fur noat, g0ld braselet, and broosh with greon atones.
Wallenberg should also express Bogdanffy's concern for Miki's vell-being,
¥alleaberg should $ell Szeatirusy that Bogdsnffy expeets that Szentivany
vill be asied to go to Switserlend soon and suggosts that he spply for a
visa lumedietoly. Boglanffy wents Sgontirzey to Bs sure that vhen he goes
$o Switzorlund he hes at his fingertips the eash position of g1l the entor-
prises, Szentirmsy rmust, of courss, treat this message with the highest
confidence. Szentirmay showld not (repsat mot) be nivissd by Vallenderg
Of the reagons wiy he is being asked to go to Swisserlend, voforredcts heldw,
artgfethe’Bobpdta tnterent in the motter,

¥or your informstion, Bogdanffy is a Kusgarien residing tn Los

Angelos who has substentisl interests in soversl large enterprises of which . ‘
Ssentirmay 12 menager,  Union Bonk of Swltzerlond nctu as Bogdanffyls trustse =
end will ask Szentimmay to go to Switzerland to discuss businass prodlems, :
The pruposes of vroject s¥e to ssours adoguate source of supply of pengos o
i © ~ -against Blocked franos or dollars end to have-Széntimmay undertske to soours:
. cooperation of individusl named in paragraph three of Departnent's i |
of e, WEB's 55, snd vith vhon Bogdanffy snd Sxentirmey ore well
acouainted, ) R R :

If for any roasen you do met (repeat mot) Weldeve that sscuring his
or Sgentirmoy's ecooperatidn is sgppropriate, sdvise the Board thersof and de-
not (repeat not) ask Ynllenberg to oontact Sszentirmay wntil the Hoard hae -

hed an opportunity to comnider such reason,

THIS IS WRB CABLE T4 8TOCKIOILM NO. 66

v -DECLASSIFIED -
: ‘ State Dept. Letter, 1:11.72. ©
" August 2, 1944 By R. H. Parks Date_ O EP 211972
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Miss Chaunoey (for the'Seo'y) Abrshamsén, Cohn, DuBois, Friedman, Hodsel,
Laughlin, Leuqr, Mann, Mannon, MoCormack, Cable Control Files
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ADT. 2E = 84956 FOUNTAIN AVENUE = LOS ANGELES 46, CALIFORNIA -

CRESTVIEW 5-2911

Sth August, 1944

Deer jr. Lesser,
Inspite of no priority, I arrived on schedule
%*itnout any difficulties. Ly vife me£ rme at the airport,
astonished to see me at lest, because she thought I would
on.y be gone for 4 or 5 days, and I stayed neérly 3 weeks}
1 wanted to thenk you Ifor your kindness and help
wnile we were working together in Washing ton, &and also Eor
- ] everything you have done and:will do fér,thé Jeﬁs in Hunééry.x
I hope that vhen we have saved thesé,ééoyle through énrlwork
3 o . ' 0
#nd the war is over, you will be ablé:toiqomé'to Huhgary to-
visit us, wi:en you will be received~iﬁ:a wéy.fdu wi11 ﬁéYef

forget. o ) e A
1t s always a pleasure to,wd?k_with soméohé who gréébs€‘
the situation so quickly; f—andjﬁés all th&iéﬁswersl |
I hope you enjoy your well;earneﬁ'vacétion, aﬁa'I ﬁii}
find yéu é£ our néxt'meeting inlwashington in'good‘hehlth;
} : Sincereiyﬂybufs, B
. - TN D

Jugene de Bogdenffiy:




(;‘.‘.‘

"-4‘4;._ .

o . "'*-ndﬂ‘a—y;;l%l;ﬁ—lﬂor HUGO 1s Gestapo chief in Budapest,, Since
' Budapest ia the German headquarters in Huwgary, it can be assumed
that this HUGO is chief of the Gestapo for Hungary, There ig g

files as a Gestapo chief on the Greek island of Chios. Thig man «

is undoubtedly identical with the Oberleutnant BERNARD, aliag BRAUN,
who appears in the same capacity in our files, It ig possible that
this men has beep confused with the Otto BRAUN ip Hungary,

We have no record of a HERTZBERGER in our files apg there is no
information on any Otto BRAUN being involved in g murder,

Bernard A. Towely
X-2 Branch
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES i ({ { ,
WASHINGTON, D. C. e {or V?

X~2 Branch
b
L4-8082 - August 7, 194
Wemorandum for: _ War Refugee Board |  DECLASSIFIED
Attention: ¥r, Lawrence Lesser Authority m
Subject: Otto BRAUN BVM,@NARA, Date

B

The following is all infomation available in our files on above
subject, This is tranamitted in reply to your verbal request of
Monday, July 31, .

A reliable source reported in July and August 1942 that subject,[é} te Vo r,
is a well-known Nazi commercial agent, directly responsible to & ’
certain SCHWARTZ who is Hitler's personal financial director,

Subject worked eclosely with Eugene BOGDANFFY, representative of

the largest Hungarian cooperative, "Hangya" in trading foodstuffs

and ammunitions with the Germans. These comnodities had been

brought into Hungary by the fleeing Polish army, BRAUN and

BOGDANFFY worked on a fifty~fifty basis in dividing the spoils,

Eugene BOGDANFFY-is now in Hollywood with his English mistress,
He is a Hungarian of Armenian ance Ty, L5 years old, and an

.o : intimate friend of Tibor B + As former representative of
Hungary at the League of Nations, he has entree with many dip-
lomats and it is said that he has tried to work with the British,:
Source believes his mistress brought large amounts of his money
into the United States and it is likely that he has accounts here:

_under several names./A ) L '

- : Co .
A According to & Censorship intercept (USNC BERFIN 18209/42) addressed
’ to BOGDANFFY the Berkshire Hotel, New York City, he is Aealing.
with the Unich de Banques Suisse, Zurich-through the Irving Trust; .
Company, New York, Tt is noted that he is the director of several

snsmy companies,

!// According to the Sankt Galler Tageblatt, Switzerland, June 27, 1944,
Otto BRAUN is a powerful figure in Hungary who has much-influence

, on the political arrests of those members of Parliament who oppose i

i the new collaboration government. He is chiefly responsible for ’ o PR §

’ determining who will be interned and who will be sent to Germany, - e
He is a friend of Prime Minister SZTOJAY and was very close to the ' ‘ . ot
late Prime kinister GOEMBOES,. who is most responsible for Hungary's - EER RTREEE
collaboration with Germany, / ) - ’ } T

i 7, -

. - — | AOPROUED FOR Raase

pare 3 JUN- 1R,

i

874008




OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES = (((f ;\(
!

WASHINGTON, D. C. / ‘ (
: - %2 Branch 7 1\’
. ' A - ~ Wi/ Co

I Li-g082 = . T T August T A9k —
Memorandum for: War Refugee Board S DECLASSIFIED
B . i/ xs
. . Attention: Mr, lawrence Lesser Authomy "‘Ld/ 2 ??4/00_3

BY L NARA, Dote /2

v
Subject: Otto BRAUN

The following is all information available in our files on above
s subject. This is transmitted in reply to your verbal request of
- Monday, July 31,

A reliable source reported in July and August 1942 that subject[@ e "\Iﬁdou
is a well-known Nazi commercial agent, directly responsible to & )
certain SCHWARTZ who is Hitler's personal financial director,.
Subject worked closely with Eugene BOGDANFFY » representative. of
the largest Hungarian cooperative, "Hangya" in trading foodstuffs
and ammunitions with the Germans, These commodities had been
. brought into Hungary by the fleeing Polish army. BRAUN and

BOGDANFFY worked on a fifty-fifty basis in dividing the spoils,

Eugene BOGDANFFY is now in Hollywood with his English mistress.

He 1s a Hungarian of Armenisn ancegbry, 45 years old, and an -
intimate friend of Tibor ECKHARD « As former representative of
Hungary at the League of Nations, he has entree with many dip- .~
lomats and it is said that he has tried to work with the British.
Source believes his mistress brought large amounts of his poney -
e into the United States and it is likely that he has accounts here
under several namas./A o : . R

According to a Censorship intercept (USNC BERFIN 18209/4,2) addressed
to BOGDANFFY gt the Berkshire Hotel, New York City, he is Aealing
_with the Unich de Banques Suisse, Zurich throlgh the Irvihg Trust
Company, New York, It is noted that he is the director of several
enemy companies, coE . R R

/ According to the Sankt Galler Tageblatt, - Switzerland, June 27, 1944,
Otto BRAUN is a powerful figure in Hungary who has much influence -
on the political arrests of those members.- of Parliament who oppose o : :
the new collaboration government, He is chiefly responsible for . i
determining who will be interned and  who Jwill be gent to Germany, ;

He is a friend of Prime Minister SZT0JAY "and was very close to the:
-~ late Prime Minigter GOEMBOES, who is most responsible for Hungary's "

collaboration with Germany, // ] s

P
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" OFFICE OF CENSORSHIp e R
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WASHINGTON - 25 | ;
August 10, 1944,
BY MESSENGFR h

Mr. Joseph B. Friedman,
Acting Fxecutive Director,
Var Refugee Board,

. Fashington 25, p, q, o L W‘_,_‘A‘Afg44—424~—---~¥4~~j¥‘\\\‘\5\\‘k

Dear Mr., Friedman;

We have placed the name of Fugene “Jeno! Bogdanffy, Los
Angeles, Californie or Savoy Plaza Hotel, New Yorl City, on the .
wateh list pursuant to your letter of August 3 to iy, Price, ©
Allocations of material on thig hame will be mede until fugust 23,

Sincerely yours,
Lt ~

e

Theodore F, kooﬁj
Asgistant to the D rector,

s DECLAGSIFIED
rateiy NAD 874603 -
7 b EK v /30787




EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT ) /

W AR REFUGEE BOARD™

INTER-OFFICE COMMUNICATION

DATE August 15, 1944 v

10 Mr. Pehle

FROM  Mr. Lesser

0.5.5, and Olsen confirm Bogdanffy's story of his relationship to
Braun and Braun's importance,

In a memo to us dated August 7, 0,5,S, states:

"A relisble source r ported in July and August, 1942,
that subject (Otto Brauﬁfeie a woll-known Nazi commercial
agent, directly responsible to & certain SCHWARTZ “who 1g

~Hitler's personal financial director, Subject worked closely
with Eugene BOGDANHT‘,/representative of the largest Hungar-
lan cooperative, "HanZya" in trading foodstuffs and ammuni-
tions with the Germans. These comuodities had been brought
into Hungary by the fleeing Polish ermy. BRAUN and BOGDANFFY.
worked on a fifty-fifty basis in dividing the spoils,

Bugene BOGDANFFY is now in Hollywood with his English
mistress, He 18 g Hungarian of Armenian ancestry, 45 years
0ld, and an intimate friend of Tibor. ECKHARDT 4~ As former
representative of Hungary at the League of Nations, he has
entree with many diplomats and it is sald that he has tried ‘
to work with the British. Source belleves his mistress P
brought large amounts of hig money into the United States and
1t is likely that he has accounts here under several names,n

* LI TR

MAccording to the Sankt Galler Tageblatt, Switzerlend,
June 27, 1944, Otto BRAUN is g powerful filgure in Hungary
who has much influence on the political arrests of those
members of Parliament who oppose the new collaboration govern-
ment, He is chiefly responsible for determining who will be
interned and who will be sent to Germany. He is a friend of
Prime Minister SZTQJAYvand was very close to the. late Prime

Minister GOEMBOES, who is most ¥esponsidle for Hungaryt!s col-
laboration with Germany." Vo
- v
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o In a report dated July 11, Olsen submits a trenslation of an erticle
"‘*wﬁ*"~"—4*which'appearedfin*theADagene~Nyheber‘on~JanJgLﬁng53}}ows:

"Otto Braun, one of Erzberger's murderers, has, according
to S:t Galler Tageblatt, had the decisive word about all the
political arrests in Hungary. It depends firet of all on him
who is going to be interned, and who is going to be sent to
Germany. Otto Braun is a relative of the now dead President
of the Council, Géimbys, who more than anybody else is responsible.

for Hungary's present position.!




1944 Aug 14 Pit 8:44
WESTERN UNIOF CABLEGRAM

CABLE NBJ 301 9 IMP CTF 58 CPR SYDNEY 9 NPT RP $5,08 RRNEST WITTMAN

126 Bast B0 St. NYEK

REFUGELS ASSOCIATION RECRIVED CABLE FROM WORLD JEWISH CONGRESS T,
HNEW YORK 1834 BROADWAY THAT US GOVERNMENT ISSUES COLLEOTIBE VISAS

FOR GREAT NUMBERS 0)‘ REFUGEES VALID UNTIL REASONABLE PERIOD APTER

WAR STOP PLEASEZ}JONTAOT SECRETARIAT Oﬁ'jﬂWISH CONGRESS AND INFORM

“US ABOUT PARTICD’LABS HOW 7O HELP OUR PERSECUTED PEOPLE MANY THANKS

JULIUS SLEZINGER




Y /

Angust 17, 1944
Mr. Pehle ' '

Lawrence 3, Lasger

)i

Attached 18 & cory of o eable from Australis left with 1!/”(/_/
Y-

ne yesterdsy by Dr. Wittmenn, Do you think it worthvhile investi- v
geting to determine vhether W.J.C. sent euch a méssage and, if so,

who wes responsible for 1t}

L8Lesser:tun - 81784 v Ay

2




AUG 18 1944

E

Dear My, D'Andres:

I return herewith the telegram from Juliue Slezinger

to Dr, vittman, which you left with me on your last visit,

Vory truly yours,

Vs SLtere nee K Crecen

awrence 5. Legser,
Aseistant Executive Dirsctor.

¥r. Ralph D'Andrea,
Hotel Commadoire, o
Kew York, 17, Hew York.
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES | ; e L
WASHINGTON, D. C. oy oy

X~2 Branch : S
14~-8082-2 August 22, 194
Uemorandum for: War Refugee Board
Attention: Mr. Lawrence Lesser
Subject: Otto BRAUN :

: v/

Reference: 0SS memo 14-8082 dated 8/7/L4 subject "Otto BRAUN

1. At the time of your request for information on the above sub ject,
you indicated that Otto Braun was reported to be the present Chief
of the Gestapo in Hungary., In above reference report which we sent
you, we indicated that there was no information in our files to bhe
effect that Otto Braun was Chief of the Gestapo in Hungary, .

2, . Ve have just received a report dated July 26, 1944 from a
source believed to be reliable to the effect that Otto Brapn is a .
section leader of the Bulapest Gestapo. His headquarters are
_either at the Hotel Astoria, Budapest or at Mount Svab which is
approximately one hour's drive outside the city of Budapést;

E [
Bernard A, Towell
X-2 Branch "
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oo American Legation, Bern
0: - “eqeretary of State, Yashington
DA LS, Aw;ust D4, 19244
MidRER: 5319
" e—
N HeGlellsnd esnds ths Followlng for Wi,
¥ith reference to Dopprtment's cahle of Augvst Z,
v
Xo. 2668, prellminary irvestigation indientss thal A1lfred Schoeffer
ia accoptable o Legatlon ond iIs reliables person to contagt.
i Unfortuontely, Schasifsr is abwrent aatil Seplemder 12 from Zurlch
roo- on ailitery sarvice Yubt LT poesible, will attempt to céntact him

saxlier.

HASRISOE
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[
' g | -“.i{‘t l/ /:,,»&:
7 _LSEP 4 1944
Dear Sirt
Enclosed herewith As $he leter frem Urs. Tery A. ——
/ R — R TRThan s TeTa e
Hormaa that Dr, Wittasd left vith me vhen he vas last i Vashe
ington. I take it shat Dr. WAtman has sadvised Nrs. Horman ef
wwoh achien as she may take in comnectien with har father.
) . -\ Yery truly yours, s
. ' Jo e e
7 Lawrenes 8. Lesser,
Assistant Bxeoutive Director.
A -
Ve
Hr. Balph DiAndres,
- - Hotel Cozmodere,
Nev York, Nevw York,

LéLessoritah 9-d-44




Extract from a lette . 1 stngdes, Cal,
J y 1&, 1944,

Dear friené,

Wnat depres:es me most is the lot of the Jews in dungary for as I can
see from the papers the Imredy regime's sadism exceeds even mediavel : e
brutsality end nestens toe extermination of the entire Jewish community
among whom I have so many dear friends.,

In yesterday's issue of the Hungarian daily SZABADSAG published at
Cleveland I read tnat dtto BRAUN whom the Getman,Governmentghadfdele~7m<wfufgfgk¥u,444*‘4__
gated to the HAJGYL Cooperative in 195856 to supervise German-Hungarian
export trade, is today the head of the GESTAPO assigned to Hungary, thus
the fate of people is in his hands., Between 1935 and 1940 I had had to
buy this man a good many times, and on several occasions for Jewish in-
terests. Very likely to-day he still is just as ready to accept moneyy
particularly U.S.dollars when he must know that a German collapse cannot
be far off. As early &as 1940 Imredy, Ratz, Rajniss were wholly depen-
dant on Braun, ang today when the Germans keep the country occupied, it
is Breaun who dictates what they must do. He is not an expensive man,
it is not hard to talk shop with him, and if it is in his interest, he
can be relied upon delivering the goods. ore than a million lives are
in the bazlance &nd tney all could be saved if Braun could be secured for
tne cause which I, knowing him as well as my palm, is absolutely pos-
sible, )

The Jewisn Committee ought to send two aelegates to Lisbon and mean-
wnile make arrangements for Braun also to zo there znd I am sure that
witain 24 hours a platform could be found that must be safe ald cannot
pe circumvented, such as for instance caily rations etc,

The Hungarian ztrocities are not perpetrated on the German pattiern,
o and don't even closel;y follow those in Slovakia or Homania; these men
in Hungary want to outdo everybody in being totally merciless. —

hs far as I know BRAUN, the only thing one should aim at would be %o
save The lives of the Jews; he could hardly m&ke~c¢ncesaions'tb give
thei more comfort, better food, or sllow them to get out of the con-

e centration camps for he would be afraid to: show any-sign of weakness:. .

‘ in issuing orcéers that might be construed as s betrayal on-his part,. -
But if the lives of these unfortunate people .can be saved until ‘Geramahny. -
collapses, that I think is €the parsmount object, L T
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Dear Kr, dv Bogduatfys

& have not conzuaioated with you wAth respect to the
Drograss of the prajest wiich the Board has underteien vith your
avalstance for the remson that there have basn no deynlorments
$0 report. iir. Schooffer is reported %o be oway from the city
on ailitary duty end iAssoosssible. He vord hes teon rocelived
ag yob o to vhether yeur other Retgage has boen delivered,

by Forsign Funis eollemgues tell me that they have
been glving conviderstion to youp fos®: They ore sericusly
Yroubled, hovever, by the foef that you have apravently failed
to £ils a repors on ¥ora 630 with yaspest 2o the preaperty
owned by you in Buitae end B i I sugzesh, at thely -
. requaat, that you dately communicate vAth the iof Anpeles
of£1¢0 of the FedsTal Rewsrye Zuck of Sen Franelnon ond uake
. errangenants to file such rapors vrempily:

5 mbrolf "ym'p,

) ' _ - Jaweence 8, Lesser

lavrence & Leswer, .
Avstetant Excoutive Divester.

Y

: / Hr. Zugene de Boplently,
/7 8408 Youatain Avenus,

o Les Angeles, 45, Oalifornia,
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In viev of aritical tituation evidenssd by yeur 6098 of Septcmber
16 and other reports, ploase enteavor to earry oug Anstructions grnu m
Departnent's 3868 of Avgust 3. WRBty 198.

Roferring to your 5619 JOF Avgust 23, 1t 4a nssumed that period -
of atlitary ssrvice hns been completed, Pleaws roport progress prouptly,

THIS I8 WRB BERY 0AHLE RO, il

4:00 p.m. =
September 25, 1944

iiss Chauncey (for the Seo'y) Abrahamson, Cohn, DuBols, Frledman,
Hodel, Laughlin, Lesser, uhnnon, licCormack, .Cable Control ulles

Lslessoritah edletd '3, &
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CgeT6 WM

Dear Mr, do Bagdantiy:

1 bave your letter of September 26, 1944, the ultimate '
paragrsph of which I called to the aktention of my Forelgn Fumds *
Consrol colleagues. This caused a further search to be made and

I was advissd this morning that your report on Fornm 'riyaoo has
been located.

There are no new developments in the matter in whioh you
ar® collaborating with the Bospd. ’ '

~ Very trul; yours,

. Lawrence 8, Lesser

Lawrence S. Lesser,
R ) Agsistent Exeputive Director.

4 A,/
- Hr. Eugene de Boglenffy,
L Apertnent 2B, B i
- 8496 Fountaim Avenus, : -
Los Angeles, 48, Oaliforaia.

L8Lesseritah 10-6-44




C— .\.
The Be, hshire
TWENTY-ONE EAST FIFTY-SECOND STREET
NEW YORK
ioth Nov. 1944
Dear ur. Lesser,
I am now in yew York with my wife,
& we wil. come on Tuesday morning to
. Washington, to visit you,
i If we get an early trein I will call
- : : you during the afternocn; should we arrive .
s later 1 wili get in touch with you #ednesday
morning, - ) ‘
Hoping to find you in good héaith;
N with best wishes, E :
P . -

Sin’cerely. Yours,

'Eugene'de Bogden v 7 : e S
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TWENTY-ONE EAST FIFTY-SECOND STREET
i NEW YORK
4r, Lawrence l.esser,
Trezsury Dent. 11tk Pebruary, 1945,

Wastiington, D.c.

Dear Lr. Lesser;

; e
—- 1 have heard -that k. Ratz frowm the
Treesury Department is going soon-to
Hungery.

As you know, I havc Jewish psriners
tuu an interest in many businesses, und I
vould.-like to meet him. v

For.this reason I el eoming’to
Washington this veek, as soon as. I'can-get i
hotel accommodation, in orfder to see him.

I shpuld be very gf@teful tququ if
you would be kinddg enough to:taik with -him-
about me, as I do not know him personally,




