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MEMORANDUM OF CONVERSATION with Mr, Joel Bran‘fit in Jerusalem:
on QOctober 7, 1944, ’

While in Jerusalem I had been informed that lir, Joel Brandt
had been released by the British from Cairo and was a free agent
in Jerusalem. He requested permisaion of ihe Jowish Agéncy bo
talk with %6 éand I saw him riret at the home of Mr. Bleazep Kaplan,
an official of the Jewish Agency. In order to talk with him
quistly and tocdemiideiesiniee i1 confidence, I invited him to my”
suite at the Hotel King David. Brandt disclosed the followings

1, He had been held in a prison in golitary confinement by the
British since June 5, In the last two weeks he was released to
a prison camp, from which place he wrote a letter to the Jewish
Agency officlals (intended for the hands of the British Intelli-
gence), which he read to me. In effect 1t stated that were he 7
not released by October 5 he would regard himself as .gn enemy of
the British and act accordingly. Brandt had been on two hunger
strikes and informed me that he had made arrangements to make a
break for freedom or to commit suicide, . e

Mr. Kaplan of the Jewish Agency had informed me that they
were given the choice of sending Brandt back to Hungary or per-
mitbing him to go to Palestine. They chose’the latter, Apparents
1y Brandt was not awsre of (his when I balked with nim, ]

2. T asked Brandt why he had chosén to go to Syria Whilé,iﬁti
Turkey, since he should have known ‘that he would: be captured by.-

the British, 'He stated that after the Turks had arrested him,
prior to my arrival in Ankara,.-he was given the choice of returna

ing to Hungery, bubt had he done sg 1% Would have hean 1ntepupatad.

88 o dofinite rerussl By $ha 43131es of nig FESHE6als, and he oow
only Askgsys of additlonal peprisals from this ‘eventuality, - Now.
Brandt contends that sven in apite of the graat trlalse occensigreg

BY Bis incorceration tha® Bs hade ‘the wight G9eL816%: that 2t lopgt

he nsasmplighed somsthing connected with the cessatibn;of,théfde—ni
portations,8F the .1,700 refugees who did .come  through Hungary >~
Brandt believes that- the British.continued-to infer that he was -
insincere and--playing ‘a "double game" in order ‘to keep him-in’
-Cairo'so that he could not Turther his project. ) ‘

3. Brandt, in spite of his arduous experience, 1s—still'inﬁeh£ v
on breaking the ring ‘around Hungary fop refugee release,  He

and people in Hungary who- could arrange easy access from Hungary
througthUgoslavia; that there are beasants- who ‘could arrange .
quick access for messengers through to Budapest. Brandt sald he
also has friends who can reach Tito. - ’




B .4_2_ % -

4. Brandt states his reliable information -is such that it is

" much easier to travel within Germany and outside.of Germany to

Switzerland than 1s imagined, He asserts that, with armies—_and

German evacuees on the move constantly, it is constantly possible
for groups to s8lip out of Germany,

5., Brandt 1s emphatic in his insistence that a deal could
have, and can yet be worked out with the Cermans. He wishes
to return to Hungary and to talk with the German leaders with
whom he was conferring--to say that if they will release fifty
to a hundred thousand Jews, that as an evidence of their deter-
mination to play the game, & meeting could be arranged, probably
in Switzerland within three days, and that then they could come
to terms. He believes he could have made such a deal, and that
it still can be made, He has apparently been informed of the
activities of Saly Meyer, who, he claims, is not the man for this
type of negotiation; that lieyer is an 014 man; and that unorthodox
methods are needed in dealing with these bandits,

6. I questioned Brandt further regarding the background of his
previous activities and negotiations with the German leaders,  He ™
. states categaically. that Eichman had been reaching the "top man",
- —namely, Himmler, who eventually had to contact Hitler; that it was
. s impossible for these men to make any such moves as the kind that
were in contemplation without orders from the top. - Brandt also
- insisted that he lkmew that the Hungarians alone could not make
any deal without the Germans, which -he interprets-as the reason
for the failure or release of refugees from Hungary.:-"Brandt wants
‘assistance in being released from Palestine to g0 to-Hungary to
L continue his proposals, He believes that he,Can'bring—qut'at .
e least fifty thousand Jewish refugees. He would like then to go
~ to Switzerland and asked that he could meet: -with me or some repre-
sentative of our Government—in-Switzertand, He insists that he
has connections in Switzerland which will help him to bring out
N - refugees through this area,  He asserted that he bélieves it is
necesgary now to forget Rumania through Istanbul as an exgdus
route, . . : Co T

7. The nature of the proposal -that Brandt now wishes to make
vas as follows: That for every week that they will let:out. X:
number of Jews that they will-be paid X  dollars thereafter,

He believes such a deal can be made without delay.

Siiunatfter some hesitatio;ffrdeterMined to - confer with Brandt
sinee he was released and apparently not under British surveillance, :
in order to secure any additional information ‘that might be -of ‘

... ¥alue to the War Refugee Board in its brogram; also for purposes .. '
of the record and confirmation, I deemed it des rable to answer any
question that may have resulted from the testimony taken with

L . . Brandt in my interview, and. to determine if any efforts could be

. made through him or his associates to break the bottleneck. in -

Hungary., While in Istanbul in the last monthsirthere had been




several unconfirmed rumors that Brandt had confessed to being

a double agent. This was categorically denied by the PBritish

Intelligence Officer, Colonel Gibson ,and the release of Brandt e
Ly the British demonstrated that'he'waS"no*ionger'suspeot:**L'“““"‘ﬂ““* T :

In my conversation with Brandt I was again convinced with-
out reservation of hils frankness and integrity; that he was an
impassioned young man, ready to risk his life for the sake of
his people, His testimony taken in Cairo by me has now béen
confirmed as having been truthful, *

I am not convinced that Brandt can te eéspecially userful
at this time, since he is a marked man, Vhat impresses me is
his zeal and resourcefulness, I am confident now that he
represents the leaders of the Hungarian Jewish community; that
he has connections in Fungary which could rendep any possible
1llicit movement of refugees out or Hungary a feasivils
operation,

American Legation, Cairo, October 10, 1944,

. e
- I. A, Hirschmann
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~also-has-friends who-ocan-reach Tito, _- .

MEHMORANDUM OF CONVERSATION with Mr, Joel Brandt in Jerusalem -
on October 7, 1944, .

While in Jerusalem I had been informed that lr, Jool Brandt . .
had been released by the British from Cairo and was a froe agent
in Jerusalem, Ille requestad permission of the Jewish Agency to
talk with me and I saw him first at the home of Mr, Hleazer Kaplen,
an officlal of the Jewish Agency, 1In order to talk with him
quietly and talk with him in oconfidence, I Invited him to my
sulte at the Hotel King David., Brandt disclosed the followings

1, He had been held in a prison in solitary confinement by the
British since June 5, In the last two weoks he was released to
& prison oamp, from which place he wrote a lstter -to the Jewish
Agoney officlals (intended for the hands of the British Intellf-
gencey, which he read to me, 1In effect 1t atated that were he ,
not released by October 5 he would regard himself as an enemy of
the British and amct accordingly, Brandt had boen on two hunger
strikes and informed me that he had made arrangemonts to make a
break for freedom or to commit sulcide,

¥r, Kaplan of the Jewish Agency had informod me that they
were glven the cholce of sending Brandt back to Hungary or per-
mitting him to go to Palestine, Theoy chose the latter, Apparent-
1y Brandt was not aware of this when I talked with him, C

2, I asked Brandt why he had chosen o 'go to Syria while in
Turkey, since he should have known that he would ‘be captured by
the British, 'He statod that after the Turks. had arrested him,
prior %o my arrival in Ankera, he. was given tho cholce :of return=
ing to Hungary, but had he done so it would have bean interpreted: .
as a definite refusal by the Allies of his proposals, ‘and he saw -
only dangers of additional reprisals. from this eventuallity.,  Now -
Brandt contends that even in splte of the great trilals occasioned. -
by his incarceration that he made the right decislony thdt at: least
he accomplished something connected with the cessation of "the: de=

- portations axd the 1,700 refugees who did, coms through Hungavy, =~ - - - }

Brandt bellevea that the Britlsh continued to infer that he was S
ineincere and playing & "double game":in order "to keep himin 7
Cairo so that he could not further his project, : L

3. Brandt, in splte of his arduous exporlence, is still intent
on breaking the ring around Hungary for refugee release, He . -
asked nie to propose that someone should directly- contact:-Tito,-

He would like to see Tito. and states that he knows the situation
and poople in Hungary who could arrange easy access from Hungary
through Yugoslavias that there are peasants who could errange
quick access for messengers through to Budapest,  Brandt sald he .
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4. Brandt states his rellable information 1s such that it is
much oasler to travel within Germany and outside of Germesny to
Switzerland than 1s imagined, He asserts that, with armies and
German evacuees on the move consatantly, it 1s constantly possible
for groups to slip out of Germany,. ' :

5, Brandt 1s emphatic in hls insistence that a deal could ~
have, and can yet bo worked out with the Germans, He wishes
to retwun to Hungary and to talk with the German leaders with
whom he was conferring--to say that if they will reledse fifty
to & hundred thousand Jews, that as an evidence of their deterw
mination to play the game, a meeting could Le arranged, probably
in Switzerland within three days, and that then they could coms
-to terms, He belleves he could have made such a deal, and that
1t still can be made, He has apparently been informed of the
activities of 3aly Heyer, who, he claims, is not the man for this
type of negotiation; that Meyer 1s an old man; and that unorthodox
methods are noeded in dealing with these bandits,

© 6+ I questioned Brendt further regarding the background of his
previous activities and negotistions with the German leaders, He
states categadcally that Elchman had been reaching the "top man",
namely, Himmler, who eventually had to contact Hitler; that 1t was
impossible for these men {o make any such noves as the kind that
were in“contemplation without orders from the top, Brandt also
insisted thet he lmew that the Hungarians alone could not meke
any deal without the Germans, whioh he interprets as the resson:
for the failure of release of refugees from Hungary,  Brandt wants
asslstance in being released from Palestine to-go to Hungary -to
continue hls proposals, He believes that he can bring out st
least fifty thousand Jewlsh refugees, He would like then to.go @ .
to Switzerland and asked that he could meet with me or some repre=
sentative of our Government in Switzerlaend, -He insists that he.
has connections in Switzerland which will help him to bring out
refugees .through this area, He asserted that he bellieves it 1s -
nocessary novw to forget Rumania through Istanbul‘'as an exodus =~ -
route, : A T Ry

7+ The nature of the proposal that Brandt now wishes- to!make

.was as followss That for every week that they will let out X .
number of Jews that they will bLe paid X - dollara thereafter,
He belleves suoh a deal can be made without delay, S

cﬂf“"“fAftar some hesitation1 determined to oonfer with Drandt g

since he was released and apparently not under British surveillanoce;

in order to secure any additional information that might be of
value to the War Refugee Board in 1ts program; also’ for purposes -
of the resord and oconfirmation 1 deemed it desirable to answer sny
question that may have resulted from the testimony.taken with :
Brandt in my interview, and to determine if any efforts could be-
made through him or his associates to-break the-bottleneck in - .=
Hungary, While in Istanbul in the last months, there had been
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geveral unconfirmed rumors that Brandt had confessed to belng
a double agent, This wes categorically denled by the Rritish

Intolligence Officer Colonel Gibson and the release of Drandt
ty the British demonstrated that he was no longer suapect,

In my conversation with Brandt I was again convinced withe -.
out reservation of his frankness and integrity; that he was an
impassioned young men, ready to risk his 1life for the sake of
his people, liis testimony taken in Cairo by me has now bee
confirmed as having been truthful, Ny

I am not convincod that Brandt oan Le especially use ful
at this time aince he 1s a marked man, Vhdat impresses me is
his zoeal and resourcefulness. I am confident now that he
represents the loaders of the Hungarlan Jewish community; that
he has connections in Ilungary which could render any possible
111fcit movement of refugees out of Hungary a feasible
operation,

Amorlcan Legatlon, Calro, October 10, 1944,

I. A. Hirschmann
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CABLE TO KBLLEY FOR AIRSCHMANE, ANNARA, TURKEY FROM WAL REFUORE BOARD,

Reference 18 mede %0 your 13386 of July 21 requestiag 1nforue~
tion sbout the proposals raceived through Bern and Stookholm which wu;il
mentioned in our 614 of July 7. {

The Bern proposal ie¢ sinilar to the one set forth in your
1356 of Jul} 24 snd to the Joel Brandiproposel with whieh you are
temiliar, After due desliberation, Bern was adviesd that it was not
{repeat not) feasible to undertake tho transactien in gestion,

Through Stockholm & vag.\o propoeal waas nmade by Bome dudlous
individuals to exchange Iatvisn Jevish refugees for money or 4uon-mli;sry

- . supnplies or both, ZEatating conditions in )‘,atvurrendar it unnoecessary 7

to go further into this proposal,

y THIS 18 WAB CABLE 20 ANEANA MO, ___95 .
,l'
i
11420 a.me - !
L August 5, 1944 s
WS P}
 MBargeyi b 8/4/44

Miss Chauncey (for the Sec'y) Abrahamson, Cohn, DuBois, Friedman, Hodel,.
Laughlin,. Lesser, Mann, Mennon, McCormack, Cable Control Files '
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For PM 4 45 / /,
— fommuAnoHs
AEHBASSY v %‘?;‘”S '{ e 71" )
LISBON / / i
2101 FOR Nom*ma AND MoCLiLLAMD FAOM PEHLE

Ankara's 1320 %o the Department on July 20 for Pghle
from Hirachmann £ollows fop your information:
WOTE For your information, Bader of the Jewish
Agency whe is liaisen officenr With the Jewish sommuniien
and groups in oscupled t@m*mox-iae, regedved a telegzﬂaﬂ
. dated Guly 16 fronm Kaedner who ig an imporiant member of
the Jewish Rslief Committes in Buéapeat and 1s reported
%0 be vell knowr to sther @amnlties as a ral:lable gl o
gon. The rallcming ic a %ranslaeion of ths tslogmm.

, - INNERQUOTE  Gomault Behrueﬂerr 8 friend. Ietan’mal a'bout
your fiight fo Budapest uatu;ﬁay, Youp- prapasal absut :
2 pursly financial srrangensng un&nterestiﬂg !fepeat
uninteresting), Cable whetham Sohrosﬁar mﬂeting next

w60k with Bolvarts gk aleban wouid .‘mad. %2 qu‘§ ek Pesulis,
Schirorder's . proposed me&ing with 3chwaz=tz, whe should )
“have full paver, is urgently 1mp9rﬁ_mt, In matters of :
smigration I am alae in aontacs with Dobkm. ‘Rograt
Badex'rkc tr:.p here impoesible. END Il‘;ZIEER;:UOTE.

Concerning
DECLASSIFIED .
State Dept. Letter, 1-11.98

-By R..H. l’ﬂrks:,DnteSEP‘ 27 ]972 N
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=2 #2101, July ‘7, i gbone

Gonoerning the above we are “inforned that Bader haa

T T T T /‘T"4wié;;'urgently ‘Ainvited by a member of the Gorman consulats

——————. e

in Istanbul to proceed %o Berlin or posselibly to Budapcst
to discuss matters relating to the Hungarian Jews. p
Bader, acting under inetructions frem his superiors in
the Jewish igenoy, referred &he matter to Shertok in
London who, I am informed, discussed 1t with ‘highest
authorities’ and cabled back that Bader wae not to proé
ceed under any condition.
In hie exchange of telegrama on the subjeot with
- . ‘ - Budapest, Bader incuired whether ;t would he poseible
.o to negotiate on the basis of a finaneia; arrangenment -
instead of the supply of commodities, The telegran
_ quoted above gives the reply that this suggestlon 13
Y not acceptable but 1ndieated that’ Sohrodor himself would
' ‘ 11ke to dlscuss the matter 1n ﬂpain or Portugal prerer- E
ably with a representative or the JDC ' e
 In this connectlon. _Joseph Schwarcz or the JDc
recelved today the rollowlng telegram rron yllpel 1n
. Liabon trenemitting o meseage from- Kwstner dated: July 8. -
o IKTER. ‘LOI'E 1700 peoplo ‘are waiung tor 3 solutlon »
by the Germans. Cable whether Schwax‘tz and Dobkm are

e

ready to proceed to Spain in order to meet with a»aerman

repregentative




=B ‘2101, July 27, 2 peMoy 40 “lpoore

representative to settle the matter. sdvige wﬁcthnp -
Hadrid or Dargelona will be the meeting place in ten

o

days time. uliD INNLRJUVOTR

The 1700 mentioned gbove have bsen referred to in
information received from eeveral sourcss namely Schwalb
in Switzerland, Dobkin in Ligbon and Ksstner in Hungary
and also from passengers recently arrivedron the S8 Ka8Bik,
Joseph Schwartz ie proceeding to Lighon from,Tﬁrkey
July 22 and is regquesting my advice and your authoriza~
tién'to mest with Schroeder or his represantative in
sonnection with the above matter. ST T e

1'ﬁms'i*iﬁf&m’éafsem;iéii*fﬁﬁ;ffﬁy instruotions pre~
clude any action at this time eonnected with the above. '
aituation and that X am merely reporting the matter rnlly
to kKashington and requemtlng ror Sehwartz adviee rrom ycu'f
regarding the poastbility of his meeting An Portugal or
8pain with Schroeder. Othwartz will repo % to the
american Embassy in Llnbon upon h&a arrIVal thare which
he cxpecto Will be approximately July zsu ho are aasist-
ing Sohwartz in arrangements for hls trsnaportatlon to

-~ Liebon, 7 ‘ .
From the above telegrams, there Qéuld‘apﬁ;ér to be
a potentlality

i
|
i
1
}




'

el 2101, July 27, = ~¢'ie, GO Lisbono

a potentlality which might result in the veacve of
some refugees and whioh suggests the possibls uszeful-
ne@s of such a meeting. 3chwartz requeets that
Baerwald be informed of thoae developments if 1% meets
with your approval. UNQUOTE '
_ You ars requested to sdvise Behwards that he i not
{repsat not) authorized to mpke eny oontact with Schroedsy
or any other German agent in Lisbon or any othas place. ”
If and vhen any such action by Schwarts e decided upon by

the Lgy Refugee Board specific directions will be sent to

lisbon for him,

' \ o , | HULL
: ' ‘ _ ' - (e
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2101 x ] - e &

The Department hag been advised by the British Embasey
here that your Eritish colleague hae been in communlcation
with the Britlsh Foreign Office with éeapect %o a propossal
of %he Jeuisgh Agenay for Falestine that Josaph'Sthartz
representative of the Amerioan Jewicgh Join% Distribution
Gommlttae neet with a German agant named Schrosder wzth
respect to the emigration of refugees. from Hungery. For

s i your informetion and that of your Britleh oolleague, the:
' Amezican Embgsey Lisbon has beén reguestad %o adviae Schvarsez
. that he is no% (repeat not) %o have. any contact or communie
eation with Schroeder or any other German egent at Lisbon =

or at eny other plase.

SRIRTINLUS
ACTING
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HRB;GLW: OMH B NE  S/cR. o
7/28/44 DECLASSIFIED
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I», . — - - — . e e e e v’ - —
DEPARTMENT OUTGOING , DIVISION .OF -
oF " ‘ " GOMMUNICATIONS
STATE i TELEGRAM . AND R
Wiar Refugee Board M%Mﬁi
Distributlon d.f LIE ' Moly ?8’ 1984
o only by sprcila . B peri, -
25 tiEnt. (N ) o » V7
: ANEMBASSY, - .
,  ANKARA ' BBN n‘_

GG
FOR KELLEY AND HIRSCHMANN

after full conslderation of sll information availsble
concerning contents your 1320 July 20 you ape adviged that
American Embassy Licbon hae been requested %o advise %hng-%z'
that he is not (repsat not) under any gircumsbances or at
any time or place %o make contact with or communleate ﬁith

Schroeder or any cthep German agent,
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DEPAg'l’;MENT . OUTGOING " DIVISION OF
o TELEGRAM - COMMUNIGATIONS

AND RECORDS

I

&
ar 5 4
Distributicn of truc - ULV 28, 1944 /)%f{ﬁz
———____ veading only b; speclal 5 Ppems o N
; EPPEnEen i )
AMEMBABBY, o / A f; g
A U‘ 2 ) -~ §'_ £t ‘4
LIBBON st 3‘ %‘giﬂ 'ﬁé"‘?u “/
2 % o
21124 o f’é’g/%{

FOR NORWER AND DEXTER

¥igh further vefersnas %o Dspariment®s 2101 of July 27
Yyou are requested to advise Bohwerts mpresentativé of
Joing ﬁist?@bution Conmittes that sfter thorcugh considerae
tion of 21l avallable faets decleion hae besn reached thad
Bohwartz should not {repest not) heve an” eoniact WX OP
somzunication with Sshroeder op any othor Geskan agent at. ~——

Ligkon o2 8t any © iage,

STETIIRIUS
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PARAPHRASE OF TELEGRAM SENT .
FROM: Secretary of 8taty' Wdshington

- WE LA o
TO: ’ American Embassyg'tondon .

DATED: Tuly 28, 1944, | . gy T ! EUPY
NUMBERs 949 ::!!3i ﬂggg};“v :v : _
’ U

You are advised, with further reference to Department!s
cable of ‘July 7, 1944, No, 5353, and specifically to the second
sentence of numbered paragraph four, that as a.result of com-
municationgjggdapest the Jewish Agency for Palestine has recently
Proposed that Josepth Schwartz, American Jewish Joint Distribution
Committee representstive, meet in Lisbon with SChroeder for the
purpose of further discussion regarding the Brandt pProposal, We
also wish to inform you that we have requested the American Em-_
bassy in Lisbon to advise Schwartz that he ‘does not have authority
to have any aommunication or contact with Schroeder or any other
‘German agent at Lisbon or anywhere else. The Foreign Office and o
the British Embassy Madrid have. recently exchanged communications
regarding this matter and information regarding the message to '
Lisbon has been given to the British Embassy here. ’
- The foregoing message was repeated to Moscow as No. 1812
referring to Department's cable dated Juhy ?, 1944 NOu 1641.
STETTINIUS ) e
Acting ) 7 R

DECLASSIFIED . - .
State Dept Letter, 1-11-72

By R. H. Parke Date__SFP 27 1972
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THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE 1,1:71“(
WASHINGTON Kﬂ?
*
July 27, 1944
Lecr John:

Tl Thanl: you for your memorsndum oi July 27
. resardéing the vnroposed neeting deiween Dr. Schvaritz
et the Germen euthorivies in

2nd & represeniiltive of
Spein anc Portugel.

I think you have made the righl decision and
we have slready sent epproyrizte instructions to
the missions et Lisbon, wacrid, end inkara.  ie
have also acvised tney3ritish.

Tith -best wishes,

r : ' gincerely. yours,

e

*ir. John Pehle, :
Executive Director,- ) S
Vjar Refugee Boara, 7 ) ‘ ;
Executive Orfice of the Presicenty )
viashington, L. C. ) :




%

TO:  Mr. Stettinius
FROM: J. W. Pehle

Late in the afternoon of July 26, George Warren
called to my attention a telegram from the British
8h Foreign Office
dated July 20, and the reply of the Foreign Office
thereto of the sawms date, both with respect to g
proposed meeting between Dr. Schwartz of the Jng
and a representative of the German authorities to
take place in Spain or Portugal in the near future.

This séne matter is also referred to in a cable .
from Ankara No. 1320 of July 20, B

I promptly requested ¥Warren to despatch a cable

‘%0 Lisbon Tequesting the Embassy to instruet Schwarty

not to have any mesting whatsoever with the German

- authorities pending 1natrnctionp1fron Uhshingépngf"‘

After carefully considering this matter it is

-our firm viev that Schwarts should be - 1tanjdo!init1véi_sl: '

instructions not to have any meeting with the German -
authorities. There is at least & Teasonable chance - -

that the Germans are attelpting'ta,naneuver’n; into L
a situation which would enable them to create suspicions

in the aind of the Boviet Government that the British
and Aserican Governments are trying to establish an v
independent contact with the German Governaent, not
limited to refugee matters. Particularly at this :
stage of the var it seems to me iam erative that any
gossibility of this happening should be avoided. o
econdly, even assuning that the Germans are in good




-2 -

! - - faith willing to negotiate on refugee matters, cable No.
1320 of July 20 from Ankara indicates that the Germans are
not interested in a purely financial arxangement but are
going to inalist on some supply of commodities. There is
no disposition here or elsewhere in this Government to
my knowledge to even negotiate on gsupplying the Germans
with commodities. Thirdly, it ie my view that no suech
meeting should be held without the prior approval. of the

. Russian and British Governments. In view of the attitude

N . which both of these governments have expressed and the
- time factor involved it seems clear that no such approval
could be obtained. :

Accordingly, I stronglg urge that definitive in- e
structions be sent which will effectively prevent any o
meeting between Schwartz and the German representative.

I would also urge that the American Missions in Lisbon,
Madrid and Ankars be advised of this action and the British
be informed of our deecision.

"I am gending a copy of this memorandum to Assistant :
Secretary McCloy of the War Department for his information.

@

(81gned) J.¥. Pehle:

N

@ﬁ?ﬁhh 7/27/44 -







. A % duly 26, 1944

MEMORANDUM FOR THE FILES:

I spoke to George Warren about the
attached cable No. 1320 of July 20, Warren said
the matter had just come to hig attention and that
in the meantime the British had furnished him with
a cable from the British Embassy, Madrid, to the
British Foreign Office, and the Foreign Office!'s
reply which also related to a proposed meeting of
Schwartz with the Germans. Warren said that the
British were very clear in their view that no
civilian should have any contact of this nature
with the Germans but that Schwartsz, being an American,
should of course receive appropriate instructions
from the United States Government.

- - I have urged Warren to immediately dispatch
a cable to Lisbon repeating cable No. 1320 of July ‘20
from Ankara, and indicating that Schwartz should not
take any steps toward a meeting: pending definitive
instructions from Washington, :

: , Warren indicated he would take this action
, promptly. o R :

J. W. Pehle




July 26, 191

| WEMORANDUM FOR THE FILig: ‘ .

I spoke to George Warren about the
attaclied cable No. 1320 of dJuly 20. Warren ssids
the natfer had juet come to hisg attention and that
in the meantime the British had furnished him with
a cahle from the British Embaasy, MNadrid, to the
British Foreign Office, and the Foreign Office's
reply which also related to s proposed meeting of
Schwartz with the Germans. Warren eaid that the
British were very clear in their visew that no
civilian should have any contaot of this nature .
with the Germans but that Schwartz being an American,
should of course resceive appropriaﬁe instructions
from the United States Government, =

' I have urged Warren to imnediately dispatch
& cable %0 Lisbon repeating cable No, 1320 of July: 20
from Ankara, and indieating that Schwartz should not
take any stepe towerd a neeting pending definitive
instructions fron Waghington, - -

Warren indicated he would take this action
promptly, e s

(S1gned) J.W, Pehle -

JWPehle:lhh  7/26/44
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NEPARTMENT . INCOMING - DIVISION OF..
OF COMMUNICATIONS

STATE cg E.LEGRAM AND RECORDS
. ‘i ‘ ‘qg UUPY ‘\J’ /'(‘ n /
s /
% HI-911 /7 /< fnkara
. bﬂp Distribution of true ; : -/
reading only by special ¥ Dated July 21, 1944
arrangement.  (_—_T) ) S e
Rec'ds 6:35 potne 22@,~ = “o X
Secretary of State ofmwgggg‘:m ; i
Washinguwon "1, . . ,JUL 24%
1335, July 21, 3 p.m. CUBIMUNICATIONS
yo SRR AND RECORDS

FOR PEHLE WRB FROM __IRSUHMANN. Ankara no, 102

If you deem it advisable T would like 4o be *
informed regarding the proposal received through
Stockholw: and Bern referred to in paraigraph humbered

eight of your 614 July 7.

KELLEY
BB

DECLASSIFIED
_State Dept. Letter; 1-11.72

SEP 27 1972

By R. H. Parks Date X _=_..,







July 21, 1944,

KEMOBANDUNM ¥OR THE FILES

— - Y

Dr. A, Leon Kubowitzki, World Jewish Congress, called me from New

. York yesterday afternoon end told me that Dr. Nehum Goldmann called him from

Hew Hampshire to say that he had received a message from Shertok to the effect

that the British were not permitting Bader to zo to Budapest and the sugges-

tion had been made that Kullmann be allowed to go in his atead, Dr. Eubowdtzki ~ ~
explained that this was in comnection with the Brandt matter and when I asked

who Badexr was, he lndicated that hs was connected with the Histadruth, Dr.
Kubowitskl asked me whether the War Refugee Board was prepared to support the 0
suggestion that Kullmann be permitted to go to Bulapest. I told Dr. Kubowitski -
that I was not familiar with this proposal and asked whether the message that

Dr, Goldmann had received was avalleble in Washington or Hew York. Dr, Kubowitzki
replied in the negative, stating that Dr. Goldmann had received the message per-
sonally in New Hampshire, I told Dr. Kubowitzlkl that I would check and see what

I could find out. Hé said he would call me this afternoon.

Heither Mr. Pehle, Mr. Friedman, nor Hiss Hodel had any knowledge as -
to any proposal to permit a man named Bader to go to Budapest, nor of any sug-
gestion that Kullmann be permitted to go. I have asked Mr, McCormick to make
a search in Censorship and the State Department for the message that Dr. Gold-
mann was supposed to have received in this connection,.

Since dlctating the abeve, Mr. McCormick was able o procnré £rom
Censorship the following telegram from Shertok in Londen to Dr. Goldmann in
Hew York City:

"BADER PROPOSAL NEGATIVED STOP HAVE PROPOSED xumum :
SHOULD FROCEED MRET KRAUS EXPLOEE POSSIBILITIES THIS BEING =
CONSIDERED PLEASE ASSIST YOUR E1D ALSO WITH RU‘SSIANB"

It is assumed that this is the message that Dr. Eubowitzki’ had. referance to. A
copy thereof is attached,

v

Attachment - - ' S

2 . —




COMPHBENTAL. J NYC 117809 - ©

HIAB
ReMUSSUAN 85573 1120 177 7/13/44 7/15/44

DOR
N/A% CAMLA043 LONDOK 30 13 NIL NLT

TO: HAHUY GOLDMAN

?42 FROM: SHERTOK
UADISONAVERUE ACWYORKCITY

((swi/154 BNT000,4601,3837)) MOTE: 1, (\SWI/154 YH4604,7468))

NITE: 3

BADER PROPOSAL® NEGATIVED STOP HAVE PROPOSED'KULL@AE&VSHOULﬁZ o
PROCEED MEET KRAUS EXPLORE POSSIBILITICS THIS BEING ‘CONSIDERED

PLEASE ASSIST YouRl EKD ALSO WITH RUSEBJANS

NOTE: 4. NYC = JERUSALEM _ e
NOTE: 3o BADER, ROBY. HYC = G7000, OTHERS LISTED







COPY o -

TEXT OF TELEGRAM RECEIVED FROM

MADRID, DATED JULY 20th, 1944.

Mr. Dobkin has received a telegram from Keesztner in Budapest
saying that a representative of Germani authorities is anxious to
mest him and Doctor Sohwartz of Ameriocan. JuDsCs in Spain on
July 25 to disouss emigration of Jows from Hungary. 7
2. He has asked whether there would be ob;jeotion>t'o this \
meeting from the -point of view of His Majesty's Government,.

If not he is anxious to be fully briefed on recent Germsn
proposal to release these people against deliveries of goods
(reported by Joel Brendt) and on His Me jesty's Goverrnment's
attitude to it or to any other proposal involving for example
money payments. For this purpose he suggests he ghould visit
London first or else that someone should 'be 8ent out from

Jewish Agency in London with necessary detailed information.

3. Please inform Shertok of Jewish Agency.




TEXT OF TELEGRAM FROM FOREIGN OFFICE

TO NADRID,- DATED 20th JULY, 1944

These proposals have jost been made public both here and in
the United States and have been exposed as blackmail. ‘Further,
we have seoret e;idenoe which we are conveying to the United Sfatesv
Government that the Nazi authorities are using Jews in order to
make oontact with British and American authorities a8 a cover for
peace proposals with the obvious motive of dividing His Majesty's
Government and United States Government from the Soviet Governmeno
whose suspicions the Nazi authorities desire to arouse, In these
circumstances His Majesoy's Government, who at once informed the
Soviet Government of German and Hungarian approach are proposing
to the United States Government to refuse to have anything to do
with these "proposals" and there would in our opinion be every
objection to Dr. Schwartz or to anybody else making contaoct with
the German Authorities. But Dr. Sohwartz is.an American citizen
and you should discuss the matter at once w1th your United States
. colleague informlng hin of all the foregoing and asking him whether
he agrees or will submit the point to his Government. e the :
Germans or Hungarians, who are oredlted with havingsnade offers
o the Internationsl Red Cross. in regard to exlt permits for
rofugees, who possess visas for other oountries, are serlous, t;hey
ocan easily pursue their sohemes w1thout involving Allied oitizens.
Ve are in oconsultation with the United States Government and Jewish
Agenoy about the reported Hungarian intentions, - In the meantlme,

it is essontial especially in the interesta of “our relations with

Moscow that no euspioione should be aroused that Allied persons

are negotiuting vith the ensmy.
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STANDARD TIME: INDICATED
RECEIVED AT

OR 4 THE ADORESS OF THE WESSAGE.
SYMBOLS DEXIGNATING SIRVICE SELECTED
ARE QUTLINED N TRE COMPANY'S TARIFFS “

Psstal Teleqraph ¢ |

TELEPHONE YOUR TELEGRAMS
TO POSTAL TELEGRAPH

MECULATORY AUTHORITIES.

“"WsBA159  BzPDCAAANL=WY JACKS@Nv
DR JOHN'W PEHLEs

WAR REFUGEE BOARD TREASUR¥ (WQSHDC)“

s g P8 4y

’v&?'/

:HAVE,CABLED ‘MR STETT}NIUS TODAY AS. FQLL@WS AM'gN:eRMEp BY DR
'WESZMANN THAT HE/SUGGESTED T0 BRI ISH GOVERNMENT THAT

GHARLES;K ULLMAN ASSISTANT HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR RE eees lN
LONDON BE AUTHGRIZED PROCEED MEET KRAUS FROM BUDAPEST To
EXPLORE P@SS!BILITY SAVING HUNGARIAN JEWS [N LJGHT ORFER
MABE BY KRAUS STOP URGE - YOU RESPECTEULLY IN SYMPATHETIC
CONSIDERATION. THIS PROPOSAL WHICHNOW: BEING CONS|DERED BY
BRITISH GOVERNMENT REGARDS UNQUOTE REGARDS
DR NACHUM GOLDMANN3==
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DIVISION oOF
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TELEGRAM
x\

LC - 303
Distribution of L
true reading by . "
special alg-rangement

W

Secretary of State,

Washington, ‘ ﬂf;ﬂ;;;?lsc;;ig 032“5

1320, July 20, 2 p.m. JUL =33+t
b4

GUMMUMGHHONS

W i I W
FOR PEHLE WRB FROH HIRSCHM/, AND RECORDS

Ankara NWo. 98,

For your infformation,i Bader. of. the Jewish Lgency
vino is liaison officer iwith Vthe Jewish commities |
and groups in occupied terrltorles, recelved a telegram )

dated July .15 from I&astner who Ais an 1mportant mombor

Vvof the Jewish Relief - Committee in Budapest and is

reported to be vwell knoun to other communltles as

a reliable - person. "‘he followingi‘sga tr_anslatlronr
of the telegram. o k » _ e
' "Consult Schroeder’s friend Istanbul about your
Tlight to Budapest Saturday. Your proposal about ‘
a nurely financial arrangoment uninterostmg (reneat
unlntcresting) Cable whether Schroeder neot ng neAt
veek with Schwartz ai Lisbon would 1ead to ‘un ck o
results. Schroeder s proposed meeting i/ii:h S.'ch\vvairtz,
. | \vvhovshouldg ‘

DECLASSIFIED. |
- State Dept Letter, 1-11-73

SEP zz 1972

By R. H. Parka Dute




an

-2 #iez'o, July 20, 2 pom. :romr'_mkarq

who should have full power, is urgently 1mportant.’., L : e
In matters of. emigratlon I anm. also in contact v/ith N L
Dobkin. Regret Baderts trip here 1mpossible"
Concerning the above e are informed that Bader

had been urgently invited by a member of the Gernan
Consulate in Istanbul to proceed to Berlin or .
possibly to Budapest %o discuss matters relating> v
to the Hungarian Jews.' Bader, acting under 1nstructions
from his superiors :m the Jewish Agency, relerred
the matter to Shertock 1n London who, I am: :Lnformed,

a dlscussed 1t With "highest authorities“ and cabled back

) ' ' <that Bader was’ not to Droceed under any condition.

In his exchange oJ’.‘ telegrams on’ the subgect :

with Budapest, ‘Bader 1nquired whet er it uould be
A ’ : ) 'oossible to negotiate on the bams of a i‘inancial

»._arrangement instead of the supply of commodities“

“The telegram quoted above gives the reply that thi y

suggestion is not accoptablo but indicat’” | that Schr eder :!

himself would 1ike to aiscuss the matter in- Spain or T
Portugal, preferably \Iith a,;representative 01 the JDC. R S ’

In this connection, Joseph Scwartz of . tho foB

received today the following telegram I‘rom PllFel

in Lisbon transmittinp_; a message from Kast 1', datcd




-Bee -'#1’520,-'Ju1y 20; 2 puns, from fnkara
Cgaly 15 . , ,
“1700 people are walting for a solutlon by thei
Germans.: Cable whether Schwartz and Dobkin arev:'
- ready- to proceed to Spaln 1n order to meet wlth a-

German representative to settle the matter.“,Advise -

,whether Madrid or Barcelona Wllli

An ten days time"

tter

from you regarding Lho 00381bility of hls meetlng 1r

fPortugal or Spain with Schro der. Schwartz Ulll




-4~ #1320, July 20, 2 p.m., from Lnkara

Wle are assisting Schwartz in arrangements forihis
transportation to Lisbon.

From the above tclegrams, there would appear
to be a potentiality vhich might result in the rescue
of some refugees and which suggesté the possible
uscfulness of such a meeting. Schwartz requesté that
Bacrwald be informed of these developments if it meets

with your approval.

KELLEY e

JJil UMB




HH
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References:

5353 - repeat message - in
secrot file under 1641 to -
Hoscow.

4283 - instructions - transmits
cable to London 676, June 5,
cahle from Ankara 679, June 8




. . f : : J—WW -~
' PARAYHRASE OF TSLEGRAM REQEIVED .

FROM » American Embaeéy, London, )

T0: SGeeretary of State, VWae %1]. BL QUPY

DATED:  July g0, 1944, Eﬂi’i R v |

NUSBER: 5721, - ( NGV J
S AR

FPlesse refer 1o gecret inetruction of July 8,
Number 4263, and tel egram Trom the Departument, July 7,
Rumber 5353, when reading telegrmm from the Zmbagey
dated July 20, regarding recent German propogal to
exdhange .'Iews for war .matergls,”a’a reported in the

British press,

WINANT

DOR:LCY  7/24/44

) o DECLASSIFIED .
_ 8tite Dept. Letter, 1.11.73

~By R. H. Parks Date_SEP_27 1972
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DEPARTMENT 2 A\ ) DHH&ON oF
? OF INCOMING ' IONS
sTaTe TELEGRAMY; W}ﬂ
| N . 7 V » /(,(! /.i,, &
{
FE-119 PLAIN _' . &{

Longon
Dateq July 20, 1944
Ree'q 12330 p,m,.

Secretary of State, : (3
Washingtonf M 2 lm
L DIVIeOm Of

5724, Twentieth
SEVEral nNewspapers togay carry artiélss TEgarding
rzcsnu CErman proposal to spare lives of rEmalnln; JE;s
in Huhgary in Exchange for war mat;r;als inclualnﬂ 10,000:'
trucks "not to be useq on thE ﬁEstrﬁ'frohf" Al1 a;ﬁiclﬁs -
Surongly condEmn the proposal under such tzrms as ‘
tfmonstrous!, "blackmail" Etes - A11 point _out that hE :
- British Govsrnmznt has kept- AmErlcan and Russian Govcrnmzhts

fully informed. None givzs thE namEs or the EmmlsarlEs§

vho reacheg Turkzy with the proposal, |

Diplomatic oorraspondsnt of _the TINES calls - hE of;Er .

to "oaftzr JeEws for munitions® 6nE of tha "most loathOmE”

knows that only defeat of Germany will provige sscuriuy '
N for Jews ang Oother oppressed peoples in Europe .and conoludEs'v ,
that the propoaal Ygeems to bE simply a fantastic attempt’

to sow suspicion among the AlliEs".

767{" Diplbmatic




25724, July 20, from Loriuns .

Diplomatic corrtspondent of DAILY TELEGRAPH is more

objEctivE, giving a concise outlinE of the story an@ stating

. uhat M1t 1g characterizeq 1n authoritative British;quqrusrs .

as a barefaceq attempt to blackmail the AlliEs”.
Article in MANCHESTER GUARDIAN covzrs fully the facts
of thE proposal as known, which 1% dESGribES as "a recent

Gsrmqn attempt to barter human 1ives in oraEr to 8ECUrE a

'nEgOulatEd pEaCE or to szcurE, at any ratz, a Spllu in the

UnluEd Natlons“ In short Edltorial in samE papsri Enultled

‘"Blachailn 1% is° statEd that thE proposal shows that

GErnan pErsacutnon of JEws in Hungary was not: due uo mErE

_hatrEd of JEWS but that it was part of a wider schEmE o’ ’;

split thE AlliEs by attEmpting to rangE thE tEndEr~hEaquanessfl
of the Anglo—Saxons against the realism’ of thE Rusulwns.'-7 '
"The plot faileas . - . —— e

DAILY HERALD rEportEr charactsrizas proposal as "Qold—~

bloodzd“ "fantastic" and "inq;saiblz"‘énd, aftEr’d SCUSulng

‘possible GErman motivss, conoludss "whataver thE EVll purnoss

it is boung to fail" ) S :

, DAILY MIRROR'B article ‘is Equally condEmnatory. Its 7
conclusion is that proposal rEprEssnts Effort by Nazié‘to _
aiscovzr how far Allies may bE "blackmailsd" 1n an atuEmpt

t0 save 11vEs. Co ) ot e

“AriPEQUEST

- ’




QSQ#5724, July 2C, from Longdon, -

At request of ASLOR, please furnish copies to

Secretary of ﬁhE Treasury -an, Pehle, War REfugEé Board;

©WINANT

MRM
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JiL 20 194,

Uy desy v, LieCloy:

1 am asnciaz Lo you herewltl, for the ate
tention of Killtary Intelligoncs, 2 copy of o
roport from our ropresentetivs in Ankara, X,
Ira Ae Hirsclmenne The roport dezls with varisus
phusea of reecent discussions on ths so-called
3raud proposal Por the releuss of tho Jows of

o .
Hung:yye

dincerely yonrs,

(IW) 4. B, Padle

"J. He Pehla
szecutive Cirsctor

Honorable John J. #ZoCloy,

———Sonistunt Decretery of Var,

“nelosuro,

M E‘Hodel_/sé 7/19/44
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~ German blackmail bid: = .
Trade lives for lorries sss.sms -

yanese ships listed last night as

:pd;ﬁﬂ /ylwu'B/y BILL GREIC 7/1 o/l/t/ V ted States submarines in -the

AN attempt_has been made by the German Government to get war

. . . ; 3
supplies in exchange for the lives of Jews in Hungiry. 3"'7 ""‘,‘_‘#/ Wy
The British Government has refused to bargain in the lives of men, women and aZI

children, and both Russia and America, informed ot our attitude, have shown

themselves in complete agreement.
I can reveal full details of this astonishing plece of blackmail which will go down

in history as one of {he most extraordinary incldents of the war.

At varlous times.in the pagt: . e
few months there have been in-
direct  hints from German . . : .

agents abroad that Germany
might be dpersuaded to change
her attitude

Then came the news of the -
massacre of Jews in Hungary
which caused an outery of in-
dignation and anger throughout
the world. It was reliably re-

orted that 100,000 Jews had
endtaken to Poland. and

Almiost Immediatelir after-
wards two Germans identified
as  Gestapo epresentatives
arrlved in a neutral capital, and
through — diplomatic channels
suggested that a deal might be '
made regarding the lives of the
surviving Hungarian Jews,
They suggested that if the
Allies “would agreé to supply

e Germany with certain war

malerials there would be no
more executions, and in addi.
Hon the Nazi lipolicy towards
the Jews would be consider.
ably modified,

All Transport

Goods - required were all
forms of transport, principally -
1ail and road ftrucks, and they
juggested that these could pe
suﬁpll‘ed from stocks now in the .
Middle East.

AL the same time Jewish
leaders in Hungary were ap-
proached with & simijar sug-
gestion and were able to trans-
mit it to neatral countries.
Al all times the Gestapo re.
Presentatlves tried to take the

fne that they were acting on

their own res onsibility from

purely humanitarian motives

and not representing the Gér-
man hGovegxmenJ,. bE b .
ere is no doubt, however,

in official clroles, that an at-

!e,m&t was being made by the

Nazls to discover how far the

Alltes will be blackmailed in

an altempt {o save lives, -

to the Jews in re- ’ - e :
turn for some concession not ¥
named. R :

s By WONVEWER
"/A COLD-BLOODED offer to
= barter. Jewish: lives for
lorries, foodstuffs and.mrt_adi»-
cal: supplies’ has been ‘put
forward by the Germans. - -,
- The story is so fantastic, so did-'
boliéal that- it sounds incredible,.’
But'is is nevertheless true. A
Of “Hungary's-..800,000" Jews,
400,000 have already been sent by
the German and-Hungarian Goy- -
ernments to-Poland. to be slaigh-
tered. i . . :
-. Admiral Horthy has announced . B :
:that no more are to. be deported. : i
The other 400,000 are being-held - i
-in the  hope of trafficking them . i
for goods. B
The ““Watchdog®".
To a ‘Turkish c¢ity there came
“recently a prominent -Hungarian
Jéw, accompanied*by & German .
~ watchdog.” - They made contact - -
with British officials, established
thelr-identity, produced the offer
they were ‘authorised .to make. It
‘whs this: - T e
The 400,000 llfmynrian Jews - ) A - . . A
=still remaining would be hunded - . . B




4i mas sunauy .
100,000 Jeb&‘vs ha
to Poland au

© immediately  after-
cds Germans identified :
Gestapo  representatives !
swoved in a neutral capital, and |
wough diplomatic  channels :
« suggested that a deal might be
made regarding the lives of the
surviving Hungarian Jews.
They suggested that if the
Allies “would agreé to supply
Germany with cerfain war
materials there would be no
more exccutions, and in addi.
tlon the Nazi olicy towards
he Jews would be consider
ably modified,

All Transport

Goods  required were al]
forms of {ransport, pringipally
rail and road trucks, and they
g\:gg(le;)tgdf thattthfse could t}l:e
upplied from stocks now in the
Mkfgile Fast, !

tmit it to neutral countries,
: At all times the Gestapo re-
Presentauves tried to take the
ine that they were acting on
their own responsibility from
purely humanitarian motives
and not representing the Ger-
man Government.
here is no doubt, however,
In official circles, that an at.
tempt was being made by the
Nazis to discover how far the
4llies will be blackmailed in
an attempt to save lives,

parter

By W. N. EWER

/\ COLD-BLOODED offer to
barter Jewish lives for

lorries, foodstuffs and medi-

cal supplies has been put

forward by the Germans.

The story is so fantastic, so dia-
bolical’ that it sounds incredible.
But“is Is nevertheless true. :

Of * Hungary's 800.000 Jews,
4000000 have already been sent by
the German and-Hungarian Gov-
ernments to ‘Poland to be slauzh-
tered.

Admiral Horthy has announced
that no more are to he deported.
The other 400000 are being.held
in the hope of trafficking them
for goods. :

The *““Watchdog''*

To a Turkish ¢ity there came
recently a prominent Hungarian
Jéw, accompanied by a German
~watchdog.” They made contact
with British officials, established
their-identity, produced the offer
they were authorised to make, It
was this:

The 400,000 Hungariun Jews
-still remaining would be handed
over to the Allies, in exchange

.. -for 10,000 lorries, for medical

-supplies and for certain speci-
_fied foodstuffs. . .

. ;;Jn a naive belief that it would
‘make the proposed bargain more

iininds, it was hinted that guaran-
tegs might be giveén that the lorries
i y\,rqulg_ only be used on the Russian
Sfrdnt” - - i .
t was implied ' that unless the

“Jews would suffer the fate of their
brethren; P . i

. What is in the evil minds-that
have.thought out this sinister pro«
posal is not easy to diagnose.

~Test Blackmalif .
- It maj}f be a’‘sort of tesb'iil:.ack-
.mail. Were the Allies to:fall into

the trap, then . other proposals :
- might come: hints that other Jews, _

that foreign slave workers: can be
ransomed at'a price which wouid
cnable Germany: to avoid defeat,’
or its consequences. Ty

Or was the calculation rather .

iggtractive to British-and Amerjcan .

offer were accepted, the. 400,000 :

that the Allies must clearly refuse, . -

and that_vefusal would" bring”a- "

storm of protest- from Jews:the
world over, and that in-turn bring,
anti-Semitic outbursts? -

Or. again, does. that hini Vizbou'!
the Eastern front-betray a Itope '

that there might lere be a-chance
of sowing discord between Russia
and the Western Allics? )
Whatever the evil purpose.it is
bound to fail. - . .

" Alijes 1n-"Form

_The American and Russian Gov-
. ernments were, of course, immedi-

ately informed. ‘And if—as seems:-

certain—an- official statement 1is
made, it will be made with the
authority of ‘all -three -Govern-
ments, - . i

Jewish leaders both’ in'.Britain -

and the United States-have also

been kept fully ndvised._and the |
policy being. followed, it is under--

stood, has their agreement.




 GERMANS OFFER TO |

" BARTER JEWS’ LIVES

NE of the most fantasti-

cally macabre stories of
the war has come to light in
reports reaching London
from the Middle East.
1t tells of a German offer, appa-
!rently made in all seriousness, to
: barter the lives of 400,000 Jews
still living in Hungary in ex-
change for a specified list of
“ non-military” material from
the Allies, including 10,000 motor
lorries, medical supplies and
foodstuffs. K

Recently a prominent Hun-
garian Jew, accompanied by a
German * watch-dog,” arrived in
, Turkey. They let it be known
{that they had an official offer to
‘make regarding the remaining
Jewish population - of Hungary,
about half of which has already
been deported to Poland by the
Gestapo with the connivance of
:the quisling Hungarian Govern-
ment,

! Blackmail

The Jews still in Hungary face

: the same fate of deportation, slave
labour and finally extermination in

the Gestapo .gas-chambers. It

apparently occurred to the - Ger-

mans that they might be more

useful as counters for a blackmail-
ing bargain,

It was naively suggested—or was
it so naive?—that the lorries
would only be used on the Eastern
front, not against the Western
Allies.

Here, possibly, is one of the clues
to the real purposes of a mance-
uvre which on the surface seems
too incredible to be taken seriously. i

The Germans who conceived the !
plan may have hoped that, even
if it failed, it would reach the ears
of the Russians and forment Russian
suspicions of the Allies, Bui even
that hope has been frustrated, for
as soon as the details came to the
knowledge of the British Govern-
ment Moscow was informed,

.- Sinister motives? ;

There may be sinister motives in
the background of the affair.
Himmler's . Gestapo, which -is in
charge of the deportation and ex-
termination of the Hungarian and
other European Jews, .may - have
wanted to test out how far Allied
humanitarianism would *influence
Allied political decisions in - the
event of a German -peace offer
accompanied by threats of whole-
sale massacres by the. Gestapo .
throughout Europe, - including
prisoners | of ~ war and foreign
workers in Germany, as well as
Jews, if it were not accepted,

INAZIS WANT TO, ..
[EXCHANGE-JEWS|—

" FOR SUPPLIES |
i D /aﬁgmy Yoy i
TALLIES REFUSE TO BE:

_:  BLACKMAILED

i

* By Our Diplomatic Correspondent i

0 Hungarian envoys, with:

German backing, who recently'

arrived in Turkey, took with themj

an offer from the Gestapo and.
the Hungarian Government to:
allow all the remaining .Jews in

Hungary to leave the country on -

conditions. a

It was stipulated that Britain
and - America’ supply. Hungary
with an unspecified quantity of
medical supplies and ' transport
maferial, including lorries.

They promised that this material
would not be used on the Western
Front, They gave no guarantee that -
the -German  Army, which controls
Hungary would not. use it elsewhere.

The envoys, whose names are for
the ‘present’ withheld, got into con-
tact with intermediaries in Ankara
ot-Istanbul. These brought the pro:|
posal to the notice of British repre-
sentatives, . -

It has gince been éxamined in Lon-
don. Tt is characterised in authori-
. tative British quarters.as a bare-
faced atiempt to blackmail the Allies, !
. whose sympathy with the Hungarian
_Jews is well known. )
MOSCOW_ INFORMED
.~ As sogn as the British Government.
received this proposal they consuited
Washington and informed :Moscow.
In British official circles the scheme
5 regarded - as a plain' attempt to
divide the Allies by suggesting that
Britain and America should supply
-{ material which the Germans will use
in their struggle with Russia,

There is 1:0t_the slightest chance|.
that the British -and United States
Goverrments will do so, much though
they would like to save the lives of
the Hungarian Jews. oot

1t Is not yet clear how far the plan
had the approval of the highest Ger-
man_and  Hungarian -authorities.
The British authorities are satisfied
that it was' put forward with the
knowledge of the Gestapo.

On the other hand, the reported!
intervention® of Horthy, the Hun-
garian Regent, suggests that he dis-

-approves and is tryipg to put a stop
to the wholesale massacre of Hun-
garian Jews.

Horthy has promised the head--
uarters of the International Red

ross In Switzerland, as reported in

_ Tre DALy TELEGRAPH yesterday, that
no more Jews will be deported from

Hun%ary. -He.may have taken this

step in response to the appeal of the

King of Sweden. )

e




A MONSTROUS
“OFFER”

GERMAN BLACKMAIL

BARTERING JEWS FOR

. MUNITIONS
7 >/20/9Y
FROM OUR DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT

It has fong been clear that, faced with
the certainty of defeat, the German
authorities would intensify all their efforts
to blackmail, deceive, and split the allies.
In their latest effort, made known in
London yesterday, they have reached a
new level of fantasy and self-deception.
They have put forward, or sponsored, an
offer to exchange the remaining Hun-
garian Jews for munitions of war—which,
they said, would not be used on the
Western front.

The whole story is onc of the most loath-

some of the war. i begins with a process of
deliberate extirpation and ends, to date, with
attempted blackmail. The background is only
too well known. As scon as the German:
army occupied Hungary in March of this year,:
anti-Jewish measures “were applied with a®
brutality known, ‘until then, only in Poland..
At the cnd of last month 400,000 of the
750,000 Jews in Hungary had been * ligui-
dated "-—which means that the younger ones
had been put into labour camps, -where they
work under conditions of appalling harshness,
and the older ones were sent to the lethal
camps in Poland. After reports had come that
more than 100,000 had aiready been done to
death in the gas chambers which are known to
be there, both Mr. Eden and Mr. Cordell Hull
cxpressed the hotror of the civilized world
and promised punishment for the guilty.
short time ago a prominent Hungarian
Jew and a German official, whose job obviously
was to control his actions and movements, i
arrived in Turkey and managed to get a
message passed to British officials.- The Hun-
garian Jew said he had * every reason to
suppose ** that the German aulhorities were
prepared to spare the lives of the remaining
350,000 Jews in Hungary, and even let them
leave for abroad, if the British would send
Germany important war stocks; including
10,000 army lorries. These stocks, he said,
would not be used on the Western front.”

THE ONLY ANSWER - .

Such were the terms of the offer as reporied
* to London. The British Government' know
. what value to set on any German or German-
i sponsored offer. They know that there can be
no security for the Jews or the other oppressed
* peoples of Europe until victory is won. The
allies are fighting to achieve that security ; and
they know, as well as the Germans,. what
bappens when one begins paying blackmail.
The blackmailer increases his price.» Such:
considerations provided their own answer to;
i the proposed bargain. N
Whether' the German' authoritics - seriously
believed “that Britain would heed the offer
cannot be known at this stage. Probably
even before maling jt they had decided for
onc reason or another—perhaps for transport
difficultics—to drop the deporiations 1o
Poland ; yesterday, in fact, the Internationat
Red Cross announeed that the Hungarian
Government had “agreed fo put a stop to the
deportations and_even allow some Jews to
leave. “Ia the light of that announcement
{which will be judged by events) the German
** offer ™ seems to be simply a fantastic attempt
to sow suspicion among the allics.
Fantastic though it was, London made surc
that Moscow and Washington were quickly
in possession of all the facls, : .

. . .
- Blackmai]

M~¢44@4(E‘ ) 3/54/#4’

The story of the German attempt to
blackmail the United Nations through
thg Hungarian Jews is one of the
most' dreadful of the war. Nothing
shows more clearly the depths of
satanic wickedriess to which the Ger-
mans will sink or their perverted
ingenuity. When the Nazis took ewer
Hungary at the end of March the ful]
apparatus of Jewish persecution was

-set going_ with unparalieled speed.
This, it appears, was not through
mere hatred of the Jews but as part
of a wider scheme. By exploitation
of their humanity the United Nations,
it was thought, might be split,  If
the Russians would not respond,
all the better; the Anglo-Saxons |
would be so tender-hearted that they !
would not mind, helping Germany
with supplies to withstand the
" Bolshevik hordes” : the edge of the
combined offensives would be blunted
if not turned. The plot failed, and
the Nazis have gone on with their
extermination of the Hungarian Jews,
But it is not only the German Nazis
who are responsible: those Hun-
garians who have ecarried out their
will, from the Regent Horthy down-
wards, are equally culpable. The
Homan Catholic Church and the
neutrals have protested without avail,
Hungary is bringing on -herself a
terrible . retribution. - Now is the
moment for a strong concerted effort
to make the mass of decent Hun-
garians turn while there is still time
and save- what féw of .the miserable*
victims can be saved.




T WEB ) At
TN - “BARTER
F rance And Nazi Blackmail ;

W, Guarcdinn /20 1y
Jews: A

ATTEMPT TO OBTAIN
' ALLIED SUPPLIES
Strange .
&
' Eggm our Diplomatic Correspondent
,Statement . LonpoN, WEDNESDAY.
! It is now possible to reveal the
M MICHEL Ie Troquer, salient facts about a recent German
: » Prominent Paris attempt to barter human lives in
lawyer and son of the de jorder to secure a negotiated peace or
Gaulle Commissar Delegate to secure, at any rate, a split in the
for Liberater Territories, - "ranks of the United Natun}s: At least
recently escaped from '400,000 of Hungary’s Jewish popula-
France. tion—if not the whole of the 800,000
He has since written the fol- still alive three months ago—were
bﬂ}i"i."gl Clgioushsuggeslions in the destined. to be the toolsh qu lé: Ggfman
LAigiors, trieach = newspaper Sn effort at international blac mail.
'A'fIﬁrii,:hﬁr;fhlgferw’sz.eﬁﬂ'ﬁ‘ffjﬁg The story. beginrs,_ early in_ May
!‘L]mdr_:rh tlhe apphalli&g vlimyt'anltli— when a- special Germat} ’plang armved
Jewisl aws, should auloma ically at Istanbul,carryiﬂ a5 passengers, a
JQS&“;,JE?a’c'an"'r‘?;ﬁfﬁ‘f; Freneh cifu: ‘very highly - lﬂaced,K Gestapo - official;
sens restored. certain French (non- - together with a member of the Jewish
fvf-‘av.iscg’miﬁﬂﬁmfuy li':'-rit:!ltggf'{imd community of Budapest. The latter was
He tells responsible leaders of then -coerced into seeking contac_t with
Free France that =, . . undoubtedly - _prominent Jews in OYQQI‘ to.forward t_o‘
Britain the following. German _proposi-

A proper solution. can be-found (o= ==
the problem of the dispossessed

French Jews) if great prudence and tion +— . - T :
political wisdom is exercised by Germany would. bé prepared on cers
those in charge of repairing In. RN B SR

5 5 g o ¢ - ‘
{géwﬁ érrg‘r‘;h‘mjl'. meling. psycho {ion -of -Hungarian Jews, who ‘would
instead be handed' over fo  thé Allies.
It was ‘suggested that:they should be
sent in batches to.Spain and Portugal,
there to be dealf with by the appropriate
bodies on behalf of the United Nations. .

Propaganda
—_—

He also admits that the spreading
of anti-Semitic propagandz by the
Vieny' and German authorities
throughout France has had some

rmany’s * goodwill "
effect on the French populasion, As a token of Gei y's “ g

and sincerity ™ it was proposed. ‘that
5,000 to 10,000 Hungarian Jews should
be iransferred to Spain before the con-
clusion of the bargain. In return Ger-

This article was passed by the
afficial French Press and Informa-
_Yon " Service, cquivalenl” o the
British Minisiry of Information. So
far neither M, ie Troguer senior nor
iunior have been asked o give
account of their strange altilude by
thesFrench Provisional Government,
On the contrary, certain Govern-

.. medical, . and other supplies. The
eémissary had been_ instructed to make
it ‘plain that none of - these materials

: would be employed on either the Western
f?ﬁ?iﬁ’ff"éci’ﬁstﬁffs"“d 10 spread :n- the Southern fronis; in other wo;‘ds
1t 1hus has the open approval of that they would be used in the Russian

: T camnaign,
fhe deGavlie Govarnment What at first appeare]t)i t% be ads%gi,(esj:_-
. tion so fantasti¢ as ta be hayond belief.
_"‘_O‘ﬂ____f’asmi ’ or perhaps a frap, turned out on deeper

_ i igati e a serious Germun
our  Diplomatic  Correspondent mvcsotégiitlon to® : L
i:<_l.:n(e}s: "§ lam irtlrormch bsii ulih;‘ial prop " .
ae Gaullist quarters in London t at . T .
he Provisional ~ Governmem  in . A FULL'REPORT 3 :
Alxrvlers has passed a ilaw makir.g -A leading. member ¢
null and void the racial ‘and anli- Laeney in Paleetine v -
Senntic laws of the Vichy Govern. e :

i

tain conditions.to forgo the:extermina-:

many asked for 10,000 lorries of food,"

&
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Propaganda

_He alco admits thal the spreading
of anti-Sentiic propaganda by the
s

Vieay  and . German  autn i
throughoui France has had s me
effect on the Freneh popuaiion.

This article was passed by the
official French Press and Intorma-
tion  Service, cquivalent 1o the
British Minwstrv of Informat.on, So
far neither M. le Troquer senior no»
unior have been asked to Bive
account of their strange attitude by
the*French Provisional Government.
N the contrarv, cestain Govern-
ment agencies were used o spread
1.‘"[5 arh(icie in the .S,
t thus has the open approval of
the de Gaulie Govnrmncr?ll.)

New Law Passed
—_ o0ed

Our  Diplomatic Correspondent
‘states: I am informed by ufficial
‘de Gaullist quarters jn London that
the Provisional Government mn
Algiers has passed a law making
null and void the ractal and antic
Semitic laws of the Vichy Govern-
ment

It is intended to unde by pro-
Aressive slages the work of raeial
discrimination and persecution in.
Aaugurated by Vichy

As regards the views reported to
nave been expressed by M Michel
le Troquer, these would be the ex-
pression of a personal opinion and
wuuld nnt voice official poticy..

[t is claimed that there is nol a
Censorsmp of expressions of political
!views in the de Gaullist Press.

wnen a special German ‘piane arrwea
at Istanbnl carrying as 'passengers a
very h 7 bplaced Gestapo official,
together with a member’ of the Jewish
community of Budapest. The latter was
then coerced into seeking contact with
prominent Jews in order to forward to

Britain the following German proposi-; -

tion :— .
Germany would be prepared on cer-:

“yfain conditions to forgo the extermina-

": whether he is‘in’ a’position-to see that

{were kept fully informed. Recent state-
ments on the subject of the Hungarian|-;

tion of Hungarian Jews, who would
instead be handed over to the Allies.
It was suggested that they should be
sent in batches'to Spain and Portugal,
sthere to be dealt with by the appropriate
‘bodies on behalf of the United Nations,

As a token of Germany’s * goodwill”
and sincerity” it was proposed that
5,000 to 10,000 Hungarian Jews should
be transferred to Spain before the con-
clusion of the bargain. In return Ger-
many asked for 10,000 lorries of food,
medical, and other supplies. The
emissary had been instructed to make
it plain that none of these materials
would be employed on either the Western
or the Southern fronts; in other words
that they would be used in the Russian
campaign.

What at first appeared to be a sugges-
tion so fantastic¢ as to be beyond belief,
or perhaps a trap, turned ouf on deeper
investigation to be a serious German
proposal.

A FULL REPORT

A leading member of the Jewish
Agency in Palestine went {o the Middle
East to conduct and complete inquiries
already proceeding from other quarters.
He later reported in person to the
authorities concerned in this country.
iHis impression ‘was that the Hungarian
1 Jewish emissary was truthfully stating
the position eonfronting his brethren. .

From the British side the Govern-
ments of the United-States' and -Russia

iJews by Mr, Roosevelt and by Mr.

of ithis knowledge.

in an effort to stop‘thea\vholés‘a‘.e.
massacre of -Hungarian. Jéws,. which

*;began some {ime ago and is still in pro-
:gress. It ‘is” highly doublful, however.|.

. Cross that further deportation of Jews

: whether any of these protests will avail.

There is-no. official confirmation in
London of the reports that Admiral
Horthy, the "Hungarian Regent, has
given a promise to the International Red.

to: Poland will be stopped Horthy may.
of course, have done so, The question is

the promise is obeyed. .
CALL TO HUNGARIANS

‘Nothing but their own defeat will furn
the Germans aside from their systematic
extermination  of the Jews. But the
Hungarians may be stopped if it is again
impressed upon—them by the Allied
leaders that they will be held respon-
sible for their share in the German
crime, L

Hungarian railway workers should be

“ Cordel] Hull have to.be read in the light| .

The Pope- has since intervened . in |-
Budapest, and probably “also in Berlin. s

called upon to hinder, by, sabotage and
by othér means in their power, the mass
transference of Jews from Hungary to
the death camps of Poland. . Farmers
too, should be urged to hide Jews who
may succeed in evading their guards.
All'such measures must, indeed, form an
integral part of an.agreed policy.




N azis Reported

InBidto ‘Spare’)f

400,000 Jews

London Hcars of Hige
Extortion Demand for
Supplies by  Allies

From the Herald Tribune Bureay
Copyright, 1944, New York Tribune Ine,
LONDON, July 18.—The fate of

perhaps 400,000 Hungarian Jews is
currently being offered in barter
by the Germans.in what is prob-
ably the most monstrous blackmail
attempt in history, according to
information reaching London,
Already the Nazis have deported
from Hungary nearly 400,000 Jews.
They ¢ tbeen transported to
Poland/to ‘face either death -or

a

forced labor. "An equal number is
slated for similar transportation.
According to- reliable reports
ere, the Germans have allowed a
prominent Hungarian Jew to pro-
ceed to a city in the Middle East
to negotiate with the Allies for the
release of the second 400,000 Jews.
The German offer is fairly simple.
The Hungarian Jews will be re-
leased into Allied hands in return
for various “non-military” supplies
to Germany from the Allies: The
items reported to -constitute the
German blackmail demands in-
clude 10,000 trucks, medical sup-
plies and some special foodstuffs,
The blackmail proposition, 1t
was pointed out in London, has
certain devilish aspects. . Among
the unthinking in some Allied
countries, it may. be provocative of
anti-Sermitism, because it seems
superficially to present the. Allies
with the issue of efther prolonging
the war or accepting responsibility

for'the fate of hundreds of -thou-

sands of Jews, Neither choice is
palatable to the Allies,

There is good reason to believe
that the Soviet goveinment has

been fully advised of the latest de-
velopments. In London, one of
the main hopes of: the - German
blackmail manipulation is believed
to be that it will drive: a wedge
between Russia -and her western
allies.

Because the British and Amer-
ican governments- are fillly con-
scious of this element in all Ger-
man - foreign .- policy, ‘they -have
hastened to reassure the Russian
government that no move will be
taken ~without full. consuitation
with Moscow. ' In this respect, at
least, the German device seems to
have fallen. far short-of dts pur-
pose. . - -
Jewish léaders in ‘both Britain
and the United States have been
kept advised of the developments,
and the policy being followed, it

is undersloqd, has their agree-

ment, : %
It is regarded in Loncm(ﬂ'lh-

I that an’ appeal will be made to
Switzerland,: as the neutral pro-
tecting power, to intercede,

The. possibility that ‘the black. -

mail stratagem.may not necessarily -
have the full' connivance of the-
German government, but may be

the work- of a Gestapo gang in- .

Hungary, has. been suggested here,
but in. any case the German gov-
ernment i5 held fully responsible,

}iorthy Promise. ieportgd

BERN, Switzerland, July 18 (P); =
—Admiral Nicholas Horthy; Regent,

of Hungary, has promised the In-

ternational Red - Cross Committee.
that.no more. Jews ‘will. be trans- -
poried forcibly out of )
was learned Tuesday, a
thorized. the committee Vo 'direct,;
evacuation of Jewish children to

countries willing to receive them.|
S T ) Jeeeive them
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.by the Germans in what is prob- tecting power, to intercede,
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[t‘rom Hungary nearly 400,000 Jews:the work Bf & Gestapo gang
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- : N July 19, 1944 :
-

I, se dipscrmiann to S, Pinc'mey Tuek,

Cairo _ _

Joseph Schwartz of Amorican Joint Digtribution Committoo

- TN
is avrivin: in oaiyo apsroxiaatoly July 2o on Ursonlt meiuoi,
He reguires transportatlion snd hish vrlority to proceed without
delay to Lisbon, 1 should appreciate it 1If you would acecord hinm ’ -
all possible assistance,
,Ai\ B
R S .

DECLASSIFIED
State Dept. Letter, 1-11.78

By R H. Parks Dat;: SEP 27 1972
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From Lr, irsermenn to ir. ehle
cav . 2fugeo Doard

. - * . ]
sor jyour information seler of tio Jdewlsh .genckgs who is
) &

lielson officer witi. the Jowish com unities =nd groups in -
occunled t:ri-itoriss roeeivod tho foliowiny fwas tf&nslation,
of a co’sd telegrem catad suly 15 fro. nastner who 1s an
important merber of the Jewish .clief voiunilttes in Budapast
an iz reporte’ to bas well kanown to other communitles as a
rellzol- Tigure.
"Consult ochroedsr's frisnt Lstenbul .zbout your flight
to sudap-st caturday stop” Iour proposai about 2 nurely '
finaneisl srrengomant uninteresting repeat unint:resting

stop Cable »hether Lehroedsr me-ting next week with Schwarts
et Lisbon wouls lsa to quick rssults. ochroe':ﬂ'q pPronogsed
mecting with Sehwartzwho shoul have full ‘powsr is'ur"ently
imnortant stop In matters of emigratlon am also 1n oontqct

with --obkin 'étop n,gret Bader's trip hers impossible.

uorc rnln' th OOV we az% iniorme tnut ngqer hav been,

urgently 1nv1ts, bJ & msmbasr of Lins German onsulato in
istenbul Lo processd to Bevlin or possibly to Duqnpeqt to
~iscuss matters relafing to ths Hungarian Jews Véiop Bador
acting under the <irection of his supariors 1n7th3jJew1sh |
igsney reforrod'thﬁ matter to Shertock iﬁ London who I-gmf

informe’ “igeussss 1t withA"highest authoritie° and. ¢obled

back thet Badar was not to procead unier any condlition. R

[PaN . O
/\3

v
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During Bader's exchange of teiegrams on the subject with
Budapeat he inquired whether it woul'd be possible to negotiate B o
on the basis of a financial arrangement instead of oommodities.
The telegram quoted above glwoes the reply thet this suggestion 15
nct acceptable but indicates that Schroederr himself would 1ile
to disouss the matter in Spain or Portugel proferably with a
ropresentative of the Joint Distribution Committee,

In this comneetion Joseph Schwartz of the Joint Distribution

Committee received today the following free translation of a

e

coded telegram from Pllgel in Iishon transmitting & message from
Kastnor dated July 15
) "Seventeen hundred people are waiting for a solution by the
Germsns stop Cable whether Schwertz and Dobkin arve réady to
proceed to Spain in order to meoet with & German representative to
settle the matter Advise whether Madrid or Barcelons shall be
the meetinz place in ten days time," |
The reference to the abare seventeen hundred secus to have
connection with 1nformabion from soﬁroes, naineiy Schwalb in—
Switzerland, Dobkin in Lisbon eand Kastner 1n Hungary and also from
paseengera recently arrived on the S S. Kazbek. Joseph Sohwartz
is proceedingt o Iisbon from Turkey July 22 and is requesting my
advice and your authorization to meet with Schroeder or his
" representative in oonnection with the above mattaz'.
I have informed Schwartz that my lnutructions preclude any
action at this time connected with the above sltuation anuthat -
I em reporting the ®mplste 1n.formation to Washington end requosting '
for Schwartz advice from you regarding the posslibility of his

mesbing in Portugal or Spein with Sehroeders Schwartz will report




B

to the ‘merican ..wbsgsy in Lisbon unon his arrival thers
~whic . he sxoscts will be sprroximately July 29, ve are
essisting -ehworbtz in srrangements for iis early arrival

%

in Liston.

rrov b sbove talagroms Lhove apsear: to bo a éoncrete
Dossibility whict coul rasult in the rescue of some designaﬁéd
refuge -s an wrich sugensts t e vosulble usefulness of Such s
meeting. --chwartz rsgussts tiet Sacrwal be informe. of these

davelopmimbs I it m3.te 1t your aporovel,

*
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PARAPHRASE OF TELEGRAM REGEIVED

e

FROM: Amerioan Embassy, London

101 Secretary of St;ee. Washington .
DATED; July 19, 1944 ‘
NUMBER 3 565?.

Tranemission of following parapbrased me;eago to Nahum
Goldberg, Jewish Agenay Office, 1720 16th Straet, N, W., Vaahzngton.
is requeated by Shertok of the Jwi‘/ah Agenoy for Palsstine:

No declsion hano yet been made with regard to

Brm(dt but aven if he is parmittsd %o returm, he will not bde glven
authority to give any information., The of\é@r made %o Ba«i/er Istanbul
to proceed to Budapest clearly indicates thai other side ready dl scuss
roleass, It may be your desire to talk over with WRB the possidility
of contaot with Bader Iotanbul bolng made by them, 'Sﬁggestion' that
Kullman go to Budapest refused., Fear 1t is nov too late Hirachmann

come hera vietr his first-hamd 1npreuion Brandt, as origimlly propond. :

WINAND

pu
DCR/GPA

7-20=44
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BRITISH EMBASSY

WASHINGTON 8, DG,
i ' 18th July, 1944,

. .

Dear Mr. #arren,

I enclose herein a copy of a personal message which His
¥ajesty's Ambassador at Moscow has been instructed to hand
to M., Molotov. His Majestyts Ambassador was to show this
message, before delivering it, to his United States colleague,
and to explain that the reason for this action was that the
suggestion was pressed on His ¥ajestyds Government with
particular. earnestness by high and responsible Jewish circles
here.

I also enclose, for your informst ion, a paraphrase of -~
- a telegram from His Majesty's Ambassador at Stockholm abou
the approach made through the Swedish ‘channel. -

Yours sincerely,

K. I POATE
M., G.warren, ) .
Dep,za:t'i',me'nff of State |
of the United States, | - ;
WASHINGTON, D.C, .
DECLASSIFIED - i h

By Authority of, : -
: -13=72
sy RHP “pate.. SEP R7 1972




PARAPHRASE OF TELEGRAM RECEIVED FROM
HIS MAJESTY?!S MINISTER AT STOCKHOLM

The acting Secretsry General believes that Kleist's activities
are directly inspired by Himmler whose opposition to Ribbentrop is
so strong that the mere fact that Ribbentrop refused to allow

Estonia "Swedes! to take refuge in Sweden was enough to cause Himmler

to arrange for it. Himmler detests both Terboven and Quisling and is

no doubt responsible for maintaining Dr. Best in Copenhagen even after
the loss of German prestige produced by last week s suceessful strike
there. Himmler is known to favour a frlendly pollcy towards Sweden
whereas Hitler and Rlbbentrop are v1olent1y anti-Swedish Assareonr
thinks that Kleist's offer to barter Baltic Jews agalnst Red Gross
supplies of beds, chairs, eteo, for bombed out Germans alms both at
increasing Himmler'sg popularlty in bombed Gennan Gities and at ga:nlng

credit for himﬁelf in-Sweden and elsewhere for ‘more humane policy

- towards the Jews. This is no doubt with an eye to sa!iLg his own

skin later,




e

COPY

TEXT OF TELEGRAM ADDRESSED BY
FOREIGN OFFICE TO MOSCOW, DATED
JULY 13th, 1944.

You will remember that on December 17, 1942 a declaration was
issued in the names of the Governments of the Soviet Union, United
States and United Kingdom and of the other Allies calling attention
to the bestial measures of extermination which the German authorities
were applying t? the Jewish population in areas occupied by them end
solemnly affirming that those responsible for these crimes should not
escape retribution,

2. In spit;e of an unbroken series of military reverses during the
past two years and ‘the certainty of final defeat the germans are 1n 7
no way desm‘bing from their barbarous treatment of the. Jews. Indeed
the contrary wald appear to be the case, A1l our informetion goes
to show that since the Germans 'occupied Hungary measure’s of gassing
and burning have been applied with increasing ferocity by the Germans
and that the present Hungarian Government are collaborating as w:lling
accomplices in these outrages. As & result appeals are: frequmtly
made to His Ma,jeaty'e Government to issue gome further declaration .
condemning these crimes, It has occurred to me that given victorious
advance of Soviet armies a declaration by your government couched in
terms of unambiguous frankness and proclaiming that ,Soviet'armies

and rjetribution for these crimes would enter }hmgar}.r togethe:: might

have effect at least of redueing the scale of these horrible cutraées,
against the Jewish population,
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CoPY

- TEXT OF TELEGRAM RECEIVED
- FROM THE FOREIGN OFFICE
DATED 1£th JULY, 19ML

- - = = e e e e e e o o= o

Please inform United States Government that since
receiving their views we have had fresh evidence which in
our view compels us to take a different attitude. Details
of this evidence will be passed by British Security in the
Middle East to their American opposite ‘numbers, From the
beginning we have shared the view of the United States
Government that proposals brought by Brandt constituted a
political warfare trap set up by the Gestapo, but that we
should investigate them and retain Brandt in the hope that
a serious proposal might emerge or that in the interval the
murder of the Jews would cease. Neither has occurred. On
the other hand in the last few days we have had our suspicions
confirmed and the conviction forced upon us that it would be
highly dangerous to give even the appearance of a response to
the Gestapo's suggestions, For we now have evidence that
the Brandt mission was intended as cover for an approach to
us or to the Americans on the question of :a separate peace
not seriously intended no doubt except in an attempt to
prejudice our relations with the Soviet Government. (Another
of our original suspicions confirmed), In-view of this we
feel that it would be extremely dangerous to send Brandt
back with any message or send any message through Protecting -
Power which would inevitably be interpreted as a_ response 1o
the Gestapo. We feel furthermore that it would be both '
unfair and unvise to ‘place on the Soviet Government-any ..
responsibility for a rejection which we are: sure they would
strongly advocate.

- 2, His Majesty's Government therefore propose that the Gestapo -

agent should be retained in any ‘case and that Brandt:if he still
wishes to return and the security authorities have no objection.
should be told before departure-that the British and United™
States suthorities cannot be expected to take any:cognizance

of suggestions he brought or channels through which they were
conveyed.

3, If this results in German propaganda to the effect that

a scheme of saving the Jews had been suggestéd but contemptuously
“rejected by the United States and British Governments, then ve -
should be ready with an exposure of the Gestapo's plot and a’: S
relteratlon of all our respective Governments have done and are HEE




-2-.

willing to do to relieve Jewish suffering, Meanwhile such
schemes of assistance as we have drawn up independently or
through inter-Governmental Committee would proceed and when
Dossible publicity would be given to these, but never in such
8 way as to appear to be connected with the Gestapo initiative.

4. Please obtain United States Government's views urgen%ly.
If they agree we propose to inform Dr. Weigzmann and instruct

His Majesty's Ambassador to concert with his United States . ...

colleague, similarly instructed, to inform the Soviet
Government that as nothing worth taking seriously had emerged
from the Brandt proposals and as slaughter of the Jews was
apparently continuing we had decided to have nothing further
to do with Brandt's suggestions but for security reasons
would keep the Gestapo agent in custody.
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. QOoPY -
- July 19, 19Lk,
To Washington, Moscow.

Repeated to Ankara, Cairo and Jerusalem. ' N

‘Please inform Government to which you are
accredited that two Ameriqaﬁ press correspondents
in London (Chicago Sun and New York Herald Tribune)
have secured and are sending their papers fairly
accurate accounts of Brandt's proposals about

Jevs and that in answer to inquiries we are giving

‘the press immediate guidance contained. in my

immediately following telegram. ConsideredAformal

statement for publication will be sUggestedfaS'soon

as possible for- concurrence of UnitedVStatesfﬂﬂf;, E

Government.




Following is guidance, not a hand-out. ;
For some time past, concurrently with well-
substantiated stories of horrible maltreatment of
Jews, vague suggestions have been put about in =
certain neutral capitals that Germany, or this or
that satellite Government, was preparing to modify
" its Jewish policy. Recently, in particular, two
(? Bulgarians) arrived from Hungary in Turkey
bringing proposals-for-the release on certain
conditibhs of largé,numbers of Jews and a cessation
of extermination.- TheserprOposals'Were found to
have no serious backing or pracﬁiéél ﬁqggiéé, -
.  They amount in fact to blackmail ar'idr"'ghree%ts designed

to confuse the Allies and to prejudice efficient conduct

”of the war.
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PARAIHRASE OF TLJLLGRAN RECxIVED
FROM: American Consulate’ Genergl, Jerusaler Ve

T0: Secrstary of State, uashington

DATSD:  July 12, 1944 (2 lES% qgé 'ﬂ?{

NUK SRS 98
’ RE————
It 1s reauested by the Jewlsh azency that tie followilg
information, wh: ch has ulso been sent to the British Govern-

ment, be sent to tie Jar Refupee Board with particuler refer-

oency message for Goldman ocontained in my cable of July 11,

no., 97,

One., ith a view to meeting the contingency that the
Budapegt proposcl may eomanate from some Nazl osrganization-in-
dependegéaof she German Forelgn Office; the propossl should

alsoc be sont concerning meeting of reépresentatives of the

‘/ar Refugee: Hoard with members of tle Budapest group,at”lstan;,g

bul. Two. '"The emissary should beiallowed to’re%ﬁrn to Buda-
pest at once, Three. Although ittis:qbvipﬁéiy preferable
that the cmisssry shéuld cuarry with~hiﬁra deciéioﬁ o? féadi—
ness to n-gotiate, if this will further deluy his return hef
should be sent back at onoe with instruotions fo rsport to the
other sido that his message had been delivered, ihf waaubeing
considered b&'the highest quarteré; and that prompt action-‘
would follow, Four. So as not to zive uny excuse to. the enemy
which is not necessary, the gecond emissary should also be Te-
turned if possible. :

PIN‘ERTON DECLASSIFIED .

&Menwtluwnlllﬂ

By R H Parks pateSEP 27 1972
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PARAPHRASE OF TELEGRAM RECEIVED

FROH: The American’ Censul General, Jerusalem

TO: The Secretary of State, Washington ! “?‘
DATE:S July 11, 1944 %g&%‘{?\ﬁ
3
NUMBER!: 97 i
-y , .

I have been asked by Bengurion, Chalrman of the Jewigh

Agency Exeootive, to transmit through the War Refugee Board the"f; %:
following message to Nahum Goldman: .

On behalf of the Jewlsh Agency Executive, please transmit to
President Roosevelt the following:

A propoaallemanahing from apparently 1nf1uent1a1 enemy gources
at Budapest has been received by this agenoy.: The,readineas of the
Nazis to relé;oovone million Hungarian Rumaniaanews,'after two
years of continuous slaughter of European Jews, on the condltion
known to the Departm nt of State and proposing negotiations to
that end is 1niloated in this proposal. Jewish Agency 1mmed1~ -
ately transmitted this proposal to the Governments of Anerioa and
Britain, A well known Budapest Zionlst was. ﬂxe Jewish Emlsaary ‘
whom the Nazis sent with this proposal. At the present time he ‘
1s detained in Osiro by British security author1ties, \The' Jewish
Agenoy earnestly appeals to jou'not to allow th#s unique and
pos 8ibly 1aet ehanoofor saving the remains or'Euhopean‘Jéwfy to.
be lost although it i1s fully realized that the exigenoies of war v
gro primary consideration. Even Af there may be gome doubts oon-

oerning the proposal in Ats present form we would urgentlﬁ and

respeotfully

DECLASSIFIED .. . -
State Dept, Letter, 1-11. 72 .

By R H. Parks Date_.‘)_EP__z 7 1972
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respectfully submlt that suitable arrangements ha.madé to disouss
the proposal with representatives of the enemy group from whioh
it emanated, and that the door should not be oloee&. " Therefore
we plead that you may see £t to give your support to the fol-
lowing proposals which the Jewish Agency has also subiitted to ;
the Gov ernment of Britain: (1) Through appropriate channels to
intimate to other side 1xﬁmediately, readiness to nominate repre-
sentative to discuss rescue and transfer the largest number of
Jews poesible, and (2) to intimate to the other side that the
preliminary condition to any dilsocussion ig the diacontinuanee of
deportations 1mmed1ately.

PINKERTON

DCR: ¥PL
7/13/44
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Memorandum for the Files

At Secretary Morgenthau's suggestion, I discussed
with Admiral Leahy today the varlous offers that have been
received from German sources on the rescue of the Jews,
particularly the offer received from Joe Brendt. I told
Admiral Leahy how these matters sre being hsndled and he
agreed fully and said that we could rely on the State Devart-
ment keeping him advised on phases cf such matters which are
of military significance.

He said that he would mention the matter to the
President when convenient,

- Attached hereto is a memorandum of pointe which
I discussed with Admiral Leahy.
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emg for Discussion with Admiral Leahy

10.

11,
12.

/3.

Joe Brandt with agent arrived in Ankara in Msy by German plsne.
Discusslions held at Ankara, Palestine and Calro.

Brandt end agent now held in Cairo.

3ignificant points of offer:

a. 10,000 trucks--possible guarantee

b. 2 milllon cakes of soap

c. 200 tons cocoa

d. 802 tons coffee

e. 200 tons tea

Germans would agree to stop deportation and extermination
of Jews and agree to exit of Jews priancipally through Spain

Background of Brgndt dubious.
Jewish Agent now in-:London for conversation.

Russians promptly advised--Russisn reply: nelther permissiole
nor expedient to discuss such matters with Germans. T

Russians now being advised more fully: also:to. be advised

‘that we appreciate undesirability of dealing ‘through these . .:

chennels and may wish to deal directly through Swiss. “Asking
Germans to show good feith by sccepting previous propossals :
principally relating to children. ) ]

Germans having indicated they are vefy angry w;th>Allibd
detentlon of their agents and that it was proposed that
further discussions be conducted in Lisbon.

Sizilar proposals now coming from Sweden and Switzerland.

British and American views are thathermans were merely
attempting to split the Allies, but we cehhot afford to
slam the door on any concelivable néegotiations. : -

35’;¢;L¢~ua.~i~qr“ A%L-:7¢p¢¢4;u~ i ;—;'151 L







COPY %

Paraphrase of Telegram Irom fmerican mmbassy,

London, as fo. 39, July 7, 6 o.m.

The following is for barlas rroa Zherbok and is
with reference to your June ¥ telegram;

"liessage tent by you has oeen received. Without
British Government's autunority Dader will not be able
to proceed. Tne Foreign uifice has oeen urged to grant
pernission and promises an early reply. Ho definite
decision has been mde with respect to Brandat since
wasnington's reactions are being awaited by British
Government. Copies of my reports to Jerusalem by tele- .
graph regaruaing negotiations made nere are belng trans- o
mittea by the Foreign Oifice through the British .
Embassy at Ankara to Kaplan at my request. Lt-would be
- appreciatea if you would inform Hirschmann that e
urgea inter alia that authorization should be given
WRE representatives to meet at Istanbul representatives
of wrandt's backers. This is suggested with a:view to
clarifying the whole matter out it is likely thatmore
determined and adamittedly unorthodox steps. even ol
A explanatory nature will not here be accepted." BN

- WVE LB

DECLASSIFIED .
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ORIGINAL TEXT OF TELEGRAM SENT
FROM: Secretary of 3tate, Washington
TO: AMEMBASSY, MNOSGOW

i o™ COKTROL OPY-

NUMBER: 1641
’ .
SECTION ONE
Reference ig made to Dept.'s 1460 of June- 9 ard 1E29
of June 21 and to your cable 2184 of June 19. 'Tﬁe following
additional facts are now available. v
(1) Joel Prandt is presently being held in custody at
Cairo after having previoualy proceeded to Jerusalem for
discussions there. There have been diacuasions 1n Calro .
between the American and British authorities, Erandt and
Shertok of the Jewish Agency for Paleatine. o o
(2) Gyorgy, who arrived fx'om v:lenna with Brandt on : »
‘ ¥ay 19, was taken into cuatody by Turkish ofi‘iciala on ‘May, 25,;
released 1n a few hours and departed for cairogwhsre ‘he is -
held in custody with Brandt.
(3) ﬂhertok of’ the Jewish Agency is in London pursuing
conversations with officials of the Brlt,iahﬁovemne nte ‘
(4) Word ha§ been received through the. Jewish—Aéenoy,‘
" that the Gestapo are very angry about’ the fallure fof Brandt

and Oyorgy to return to German ’corr:ltory. -The Gestapo is B e
allegcd to havo indicated that Brandi's jonrnay was merely

‘a preliminary to futuro dscuasions to be carried on 1n

DECLASSIFIED .
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Lisbon by Schroeder, presumably a.Gestabo'agent. The
British Government has proposed tiat Brandt and Gyorgy
be permitted to return to Budapest with mossage that '
Allled circles are conocerned with the fate of Jews and %
ready to consider any pr&oticabre scheme for relleving

their fate and that Brandt understends that the Allies

© wlll convey their views through the protecting power and

that the German Government might shortly.expeot to hear
something through this source. ' 3
(5) Although no such information,was-eontained in our

earlier reports with regard to this matter;_it now appears

that Brandt has indicated in several 1nformal converaations~*.

that the Cerman Government ‘would be willing to agree that

the 10,000 trucks would ‘not (repeatnot) ‘be used . on theT

western front. Co B

(6) We are requesting Ambasaador Stoinhardt to forward

to you promptly Ankara deapatches to the Deparhnent Nos. 676 ‘
. of June 5 and 679 of June 8 which supply additional back~

ground 1nformstion with respact to this matter.~

o)y British Ambasaador in Moacow haa oabled the
Britlish Forelgn Office auggeating that the 1nformation on
the truoks will 1ncrease the posaibility of-a- completely

‘negative response from the Soviet,Government. vaerthelol-

it 4a»
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it 13 the feoling here that information with fespeot to the
trucks should be presented direotly at th;s time in order
that the Sovlet Government be fully informed. He also

believes that Brandt and Gyorgy should not be permitted to

return to Budapest untll the attitude of the Joviet Govern- -

ment on this point hes been determined.

(8) Two additlonal proposals for the release of Jews
from enemy territory have been received through 3tockholm
ané Bern, the details of which will be sent to you for
transmisaion to the Sovist Government promptly.

SECTION TWO :
It 1s requested that this matter be. taken up with the

80viet Government in such manner as you. deem pppropriate'

and 411 of the facts brought to the attenbion of ‘the’ Sovieﬁ‘

Government - promptly -within your disoretion snd. after con-

currence with your British colleagua.

It should be emphasized to the Soviet Governmsnt that e

nelther tiis.- Government nor the British Government has been
decelived as to the character of this alleged offer of thn

German Government und that the two govornments ‘have been

convinced foom the outaset that the oifer is part and parcel1z

of the German pgychologloal vnrtare etfort. Thil 1s borno'

out particularly by the facts which have now como to 11ght'

on the alleged
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on the alleged German willingness to guarantee that the
trucks would not be used on the Western Pront, .

- You w11l understand the reluctance gr the British and
American Governments to shut the door sompletely to any
offer. Otner offers of this nature are eéxpected and eventu-
ally one may be received which oan be given seriouas congld- -
eration. It is our view tmt by appearing to explore such
uatters we not only have the possibllity of seving lives
while the discussions are going on, but also 'cléarly leave
the way open for further orfers which we anticipate and '
which might possiblylhe made in good falth. »

You should inform the Sm.'iat Govemment that ‘We are -
~fully aware of the undesirability of suoh direct oontaota
with representativas of the German Government and we ara
searching for a met;hoa of rescue through the 1ntemed1ary
" of the 8wisa. Details oi‘ a.ny practical px'Oposal will ‘be o
commnicated to the Soviet Government and the SOViet Govern-
ment will of course be currantly informed of developmenta
no action will be taken without prior agreement with the
Soviet and Britiah Goverhments. ‘

It :I.s augpeated that you oonsult fully with tho
British Ambassador with- renpact to this matter and in
diwuuionl with the Soviet Govemment mnlm it oleax-. it
the Britiah Ambnsadox- is in agx-oement. thnt tho views

expressed by you are also the vicn of ths British Oovornmont;. .
The Britiah authorities hex-a are in agreement, - e

wfgpented o Ankara
;:'3'..3 HR v ¢ T Y




Repeated to Ankara as nos 614 forj Steinhardt; Calro

as no. 1727 for Tuck; and Lindon as no. 5353 for Winant.
= X
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DRAFT OF CABLE TO MOSCOW FOR AMBASSADOR HARRIMAN's PERSONAL ATTENTION-

SECTION ONE '

Reference 1s made to Dept.'s 1460 of June 9 and 15629 of June 21
and to your cable 2184 of June 19, The following additional facts are
now avallable,

(1) Joel Brandt is presently beilng held in custody at Cairo after
having previously proceeded to Jerusalem for discusslons there, There )
have been dlscussions in Calro between the American and British author-
ities, Brandt and Shertok of the Jewish Agency for Palestine,

(2) @Gyorgy, who arrived from Vienna with Brandt on May 19, was
taken into ocustody by Turkish officlials on May 25, released in a few
houre and departed for Cairo where he is held in custody with Brandt,

(3) Bhedtok of the Jewish Agency is in London pursuing conversa~-
tions with officials of the British Government,

(4) Word hes been received through the Jewish Agency, that the
Gestapo are very angry about the failure of Brandt and Gyorgy to re-
turn to German territory. The Gestapo 1s alleged to have indicated .
that Brandt's journey was merely a preliminary to future discussions
to be carried on in Lisbon by Schroeder, presumably a Gestapo agent,

The British Government has proposed that Brandt and Gyorgy be permitted
to return to Budapest with message that Allled circles are concerned -
vwith the fate of Jews and ready to consider any practiceble scheme for
relieving their fate and that Brandt understands that the Alllies will
convey thelr views through the protecting power and that the German
-Government might ahortly expect to heer eomethlng through this. source. :

~{5) “Althoughno such- information was_ contained iniour._ e eanlier
reports with pegard to this matter, 1t now appears that Brandt hee .
indicated in several informal conversations that the German Government - :
would be wllllng to agree that. the 10,000 trucks vould not (repeat not)[
be used on the western front, : A

(6) We are requesting Anbassador Steinhardt to rorward to you
promptly Ankare despatches ¥o the Department Nos. 676 of June.5 ‘and.
679 of June 8 which supply additional baekground 1nrormation with res-
pect to this matter, . .

(7) British Ambaaeador in Moacow hes cabled the Brltish Forelgn . : (.
Office suggesting that the information on the trucks will increase the L o
possibility of a completely negative response from the Soviet Govern- S

_ment; Nevertheless it ie the feeling here that information with ree- :
pedt to the trucks wiid-sweniuelly—becvrre-Enomr-to-tie Sovret-dowern-

ment thaough-othar. gources—-end.uighi.tharatons-botéer be presented . -

direotly at this time, He also believes that Brandt apd Gyorgy should i
_not be permitted to r¢turn to Budapest until the attytude of the Soviet :
‘Government on this pgAint hag been determined, 54 ief 1

Koo

(8) An gaaiy onel proposals for the release of EﬁﬂgJews from -,
Lo prodes /1..«7’14 \g“di"/?‘w,f /Llér ,‘%&“l‘;’/ﬂwwymlj
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/ Labviw=to=Sweden hasérbeen received M through

Btockholm, the detalls of which will be sent to you Tor transmission

to the Sowlet Government later,
4 o, g : )
SECTION Two “? #"«, - ® —

It ie requested that this matter be taken up with the Soviet
Gavernment in guch manner as you deem appropriste and all of the facta

- W brought to the attention of the Soviet Government‘promptly within your

- for further offers which we antlelpate and which might possibly be

discretion and after concurrence with your British colleague,

It should be emphasized to the Soviet Government that nelther
thie Government nor the British Government has been decelved as to the

You will understand the reluctance of the British and American

~ Governments to shut the door completely on any offer. Other offers of

this nature are expscted and eventuslly one may be received which can
be given serioue consideration, It is our view that by appearing to
explore such matters we not only have the possibility of saving lives
while the discussionsare going on, but .also clearly leave the way open

made in good raith,

You should inform the Soviet Government that we are fully aware - &,
of the undesirability of such direct eontacts with representstives of
the German Government and we are gearching for a method of -resoue-
through the intermediary of the Swiss, Details of any practical pro-
posal will be communicated to the Boviet Government and the Soviet =
Government will of course be currently informed of devolopments-and'nos
action will be taken without prior agreement with the Soviet and .
British Governments, L . CL ST

It 18 suggested that you consult fully with the British Ambassa~-.
dor with respect to this matter and in discussions with the Soviet’
Government make 1% clear, if the British Ambagsador ie in sgreement, -
that the views expressed by you are also the viewa-of the British -
Government, The British authorities here are in agreement, R

Sent to Moscow, Repeated %6 Ankara, Cairo and London,

~ CODE ROOM: Repeat to London for WinaAt, to Ankara for Steinhardt
and Hirschmann and to Cairo for Tuck,
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___pover, and the Germon 7Govemmeut_m1ght ‘shortly expoet to hear: something,

CABLE 10 AMBASSADOR HARRIMAN, MOSCOW, FROM THR DEPARTMENT AND THE WAR REFUGKR
Boanp, :

B -

Plesse refer to our Nos, 1460 of June 9 and of

The following is 2 recent tolegrom from the British Forelen Office
concerning the matter roferred to in the above oablest

QUOTE Ploase inform the United States Governuent that first discunsions

have been held here with Shertok, They have strengthened our gonviotion, B
supported by much independent evidence including detalled report plsced -
at our disposal by Unitod States Ambassador Angora, that however

influential the Germans who authorized the offer, 4t was designod {a) to

extraot materlal concessions 6f war matorial from Allied Government, (b)

to embroil United Kingdom end Unitod Statos Governuents with tho Soviet

Government Ly reprosenting to tho latter that the former were nogotiating

vith th: enemy (o) to elieit = rejection which would then be represented

as justification for extreme meagures agalnst the Jews, Shortok
appeared to asrse with this anelysis, -
2, The offer in fact was not serious snd especlally ae coming through

such insisnificent or suspeoted channels, should on itg merits hove been
contenptuously Lgnered, JIut we have kept 1t in vlay 4in the hope-of gtaving
off dismater and seeing whether somebhing acceptable mizht not emorge,

3. Ve rmst now consider our noxt steps, Oholao appesrs %o 1ie between

(a) ¥eesing Brondt and doing nothing in expoctntion that Gostapo may
produce fwrther offer, (b) gending Brondt beok with megsage that he had

found 4llied circles concerncd with the fate of tho Jews and roeady to cone
sider eny vracticable scheme for allevinting the fate of the: Jews and that = .
he understood the Allies were conveying tholy viown through the 'proteotmg,~ »

4, If (v) 1s deoided upon, as we would propose, then we suggest that .
British and American Ministers in Berne should be instructed to address
Bwiso Govornment as followsse

Boging, )

Roports of further extreme measures by the Germen authorities against
the Jewn arve reeching the United Kingdom and Undted 8tatee Governmentn, :
At the eame time hoth Covernments have been informed from what appear to be: S
authoritative Germsn qusrters thah the Germsn Government night Yo dispoged T T R RS
to modify their policy Aif Allied cooperation in a solution sould be obtained,
Bush cooperation would it appears take the form of transferring a stated
mumbsr of Jews in conditions of particular alstroes to the responsibility
of other countries, The United Kingdom and United States Governnments
would o willing with dus regard to mllitary necessitios to consider
prastical measures in this conneotion and would be g£led Af the Bwiss
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Governmont would so inform the Goerman Governmont, Swlias Governraont

should then stete in particular that: (n) Swiss Government has invited

the Germen CGovernment to sive fze1liting for the departure of 1500

Jewish childron who would be given torporary hospdtality in Sl tzerland,
Similar affers have been made by other nentrel Governments, As an ecarnest
of z0ood falth the Gorman Government shall agree to give effost to all

these ofrers (V) BOOO Jewish children from wouth eastern Marope with a
proportion of socompanying adulbs would have been roceived in Palostine
long a0 in nccordanco with an offer made by the British Government had the
necessary exlt and trensit permits been provided by the Governments e
(Bulgarirn, “oumenirn end Fungarien), The German Goverament ig requentads
to facllitote the grent of mach permite, (o) Transport of Jewish

refugees to the verious homes offersd them has been hindered by the

absence of Gorman safo conduets for various shipe proposed to be orployod,
The German Govnrnment in reruestod bo withdray 1%s objection to safe
conduete, in -wrtdenlar in e ease of 5,8, Tari which would be uged nolely
for trangnort of civilien refugees, (4) For comn conelidersble time past lists
of Jews who would be given immediate enbry into Palestine have becn corrmnd -
cated to the Gormen Bovernmant, It ig rgested tht a9 many of the persons
as ¢an bo idsntificd should now bo glven permits to leave and on hesring
that thie has been done tranaport arrengements will be teien in hand by the
United Kinzdon 2ad Unlted Stodoa Oovernments,

Indse,

Mr, Shertok ngreced in suggestad method of approsch to Oormens but
urged {(a) the Unitea Kingdon and United Fuates Goverments shiould mko a
further offer to avproach the Spanish Governmont rogarding roception and
terporary maltensnce of some managesble mumber of Joulsh rofugees; (b) a-
Yeerrot" ghould be dangled befors the Germansg in the chapo of axreement
by the United Xingdon and United Stotes to dlscusd with thew the question
of Jowiph rovcue; (o) in advance of such discussion we.should decids what:

'mfmfmp:could*bewffersd o the Gormana,

2. In resard to (a) subject to views of His Izir;,jesty'a'imlbasségior-ﬂadrid

I see no aifflcelty, On (b) and (e) tue reply glven Shertok was thet there
could e no Airect contset between the Allies snd the Germans, to which -

he retorted tiet direet contact with the eneny wes he understood in cortain
eircumstsnces vermissible to the Wnr Refugee Boarad, On this‘the obgervation:
was made i t, whatever the truth about the ¥aw Refuzee Donrd's powers.
(o,xuz!::,1,ch,_;,smu1d,.,uc,,glmLzoJmeightened)faucn,a,noﬁ%fgation‘ wonld = -
ruln 9oviet confidence in the M1lios unless. tliey hud Leen asﬁid”énd“hadr—agraed,’
The 1den of corpengation, - trading in concert with s ‘Oentapo agent, Jewlgh
blood ngeinst sllied goods, -looked oqunlly dangorous, 8, &greed, and sald

$he Rusgieng should, of course, be askod to concur, a=nd that only compon~ )
sation conterplated was that of no military or econonte importence, It would
be for us to discover guch, WIQUoTE -

This Government is inclined to agree with the British anglysio of the go-
called Brandt orfer, .
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Ag indicated in ¥o, T of s in our consideration of the
procedure to be followad in this matter we have besn gecking s formula which
would not (repsat not) involve any direct negotiation with “he Gormans, tud
which at tho seme time would loave the door open for sny subsaquent offors
which might receive favorable considoration of the British, Soviet, end United
States Governments, After consldoration it 4s felt that the euguestion that
an apoproxch be made to the Germans through the Swlss offers the bost mesns
available for achieving this purpose, Accordingly, this Government is prepared
to moke a revresentation to the Gomaan government through the Swles in con- .-
Junction with the Britich along the lines suggested, provided that the Soviat
governnent oxpresses no ohbjeotion, loreovor, the British and United States
Governmenta are prepared to reoquest thoe Sviss to advise the Germang that we
would be willling, with dus regerd to militery neceszities, to consider
neasurss for the reception in amllied and neutral torritory of all Jews 'oermitted.
to leave sreas under the control of Germeny or slllen of Germany,

The foregoing information should Le conveyed to the Soviet Government
and thet Govermment ehould bo rocuested to indicebe whother 1t has a.ny objection
to the procedure contemplated,

In order that the Soviet Government may be kept fully informed in thias
and related matisrs, there are repeated herewith cables recendly received
from owr legatione in 8tockholn snd Bern, '

JTOGKHOLH CABLH

@OT:  Information has rosched Oluon that soveral approaches heve been
__made locslly by certain influential CGerman officials connested with =~
Paltlo affairs on the general proposition of freeing-Jews in Latvio ageinst

a oash conslderation, We sllewed the gsituation to davelo-a end 1t resulhed
in the following conerete rroposal, :

All Jows in Latvia (a gueranteed minimum of 2,000) would be free from’
ghotton and allewed to come to Sweden mirinst & oagh payment bf 2 nillion
dollars {revised later to 2 million Swedish kronor), This amount wes to Yo ¢
dcnonited in Rikebank subject to the conditions a8 fenows. : i

A, Guaranteed re].easa of these funde when and 17 refugeas arrived sefely
in Sweden, .

B, Funds could be used without restriction ‘forr‘xiurcha:s:o of caﬁtam supvlies
other than war materials, such as mo@icines, Red Cross mppnos. et cetora.

C, Belancs of funds ‘aveilable for transfor to Gom'm clonring, The group
would require sesurances from Sweden, in turn, that theso refugees would not
be allowed to spreand enti-Hazi propaganda,
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~fmzst*oxpresaﬁerjstrongly*sympathetitratbﬂude* tovardafb}iis?rescueioperation, -
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These dlscussions vere commmicabed to the SuBdish Forelgn Office and
1% hag advanced the following Anformation regarding the three individusle
involved., The moet important individual 1 Klelat, sald to b Hinmlerty
nan in the Baltie and roputedly one of ‘the cleveront intelligence oporators
in Gernany, He 4g alge connsoted with the fermen Red Oross, The Foreten
Office has had sone exporience with him in thet, contrary $o strict orders
from Ribbontrop, Kleint facilitated ésozpe to Sweden of certain Svades in
tho Baltic, The nemo of the seeond individual s Boening, and he ig Cone
sidered somevhat of o mystery to the Forelgn 0ffice, although he ig known
to repronent Kleist in Sweden on various matteras, The third snd lagt .
individuel 4s named Klause, Mo 45 statoed to have been a former member of
the Gornsn Hilitary Intelligonce bub racently ho nsked the Swodish Poreign
O0ffice to consider him e volitienl rofugee, based on the fast he is congidered
& Jow by the Gormsns, From other eources wo are informed thet at loast
on provious oceasion Klause obtainas funds from individuals in Sweden on the
promise of resculng certain Jewe in Huropo; ho never fulfilled the promige,
On subseauont eporonch, 1t was intimated by this group that very littla, 4f
any, of the .2 million kronor would 60 into the Germon elenring, or even -
to buy Swedish goods for Goruany, Instond, they would usn ‘some of the funds
to dride certain minor German offieinly In the Baltio, 2nd the three would
pocket tho bolonce, It wng suggested by Olaen, simply to explore the '
mysterious background of these negotiators, that the German grouvp be informed
that 1t was fmpossible to raise the money in’Swiden and then t6 ask vhether
there was eny objection to oxploring the possibilities of geeuring Americen

American Lezation who -probebly would went to Zet all the details direotly,

It w2s then stated by the group-to this proposal, that money vas not neces-
sarily a consideration, that perhaps no money at all would Yo nesded, The

important consideration was stated to be that the Swodieh Yorolgn Office

a villingness to receive thegse refugeas gladly, and to promise that the -
refugees wuld not agitate, ageinst the German suthorities, - While baffling !
and not ~ 11ttdc fontaatic in Boope, “the forsgoing situation presente Tt
the following interesting intellizence aspedts, If the government of Germany

48 behind thoge faelers, 4t Vecomes n simple sdduom proposttion from which -
they would hope %o trap us into a mertes of othor extortione on.a mich Jlarger. -
goalo, We know-that the Germans are oxtrenely pressed for forelgm exchenge

and are exporinenting with nll possidle devices $0 ecas the situstion,  Too, -

1f Germen suthorities arc behind thase negotiations, they may be setting

a trap for snti-Jewish propaganda in. the United Statog - Playing these

refugees azainst prisoners of war, et cetera, On the other hand,- the - L
individualy involved may simply be meking a last minute effort to purchage: * . . -
good will in the United States and Swedem, (The Swedish Torolgn 0ffice believos
thig lattor to be the trmie basis of the foelers made locally,) At lenst

Kleist 18 a marked men and the situation in the Baltic may have prompted

him to look towards the immedtate future, Treasury should be informed and PR RN :
also Yar Refuges Board as our No, 41, ' Johngon URQUOTH ’ . :
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QUOTE  MeOlelland Sende the following for WRB, Referenoe is made ‘herein
to the Legation's cable of June 24, no, 4041, o

The Jows of Dndapost have no illupion as to the fact that deportation
is provatly in store for the majority of 300,000 Jews concentrated in houges
and restricted blocks gll over that elty, according to Infornation dated
June 18 and received from rosponeible Jevlch oircles in Pudapost, It 1g
openly admitted by tho Germans thnt selecblon of those 6o bo doported will
be nade on a basle as follows: (A) men who ere able-bodied, (B) ehildren,
women and girls who ere able=bodled, (0) all porsons wunnudted for work and
children, WNo doubt the last nentionod entegory will be sent to Auschvity
for sxterminztion while the firgt tuo groups will Ve used as forced 1sbor
in ocoupled torritories anc Gormany,

There seens to be some vossibility, sp ceault of recent discuselons in
Budapest between responsible Jews and Germans, of the followings (x)y -

" “reseue of a smsll numbor of children end prouminent perszous who will be allowed
to leave Hungery 4in an initial convoy of 1000 persons; and (2) rather then
being inmedintely extorainated, the leen concesslon thst 30,000 Hungarian
Jows wisulted for work will be meintained in threa cemps in Gormany, The
sucoees of thesa two nrouosals denends in turn on tws conditionsg (1) et
there can be secured for the initial group of 1,000 =nd for othsrs to follow
enigration vossibilities vin Spadn; and (2) that bhe shrea emmms of 10,000
persons cxch in Germany can be supperted by the auply of funds from S
Jewlsh orgenizations, To do thie it 1s estinated thob at loast 500,000 Suion
francs monthly would be necessery, It wae intimeted by -the Germans that -
further contingents would 1o alloved to lesve Germany from these csmps as .
Spanish trengit snd overseas (Paiia’stlne. Horth Africe or olgewhore)emigration
visas become aveilable, : R

These propositions have been Msonssed with Balymayer -of Joint to. whom
apoeal hag been addreseed, to f£ind funds recuired for the-support of such’
osmps in Oermeny, We both feel that a moriocus attenpt should Do made to secure
i initial block of 1,000 or more Sponish transit visss ab leaat for the.
children, even thoush we bBoth consider then highly improbable and incompro- :
hensible from many anglee,  To caro for such transit groups arrangements should
be made in Spain and for further dostinationa-algo,. A groat nany have R
Palestine cortificatan, according to Information wo have recelved from Budepest, - -

We recomnend that apyroach be nade to the Spanich Oovernment,

In at leant trying o0 couply with réguosts of poraons gur{*) place in
Bungury there 49 notling to lose and posaibly something to gain, even though ) - : L
these nroponitions may gsem to ho frr fetehod, - Zven thougli remote, every e
channel of aid must he explored in view of the depperatonens of the situation
of Jeis thore, Over 400,000 havo already been deportod, according to reports, ;
(") Appzrent omission = Harrigon, UNQUOTS. T
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You will note that these csbles appsar to indiente that the Gormens
are putiing out additional feelers somovhat comprrabls to the Brands
propoeal, You may indicate to the Soviet Government that we will not negotiate
with the Gormene on these provosals or any othors which may he recsived without
the previous agrsement of the Soviet Governmoent,

Tho Britieh government has been informed of the contents of this cable
and the Jritich Ambaseador in Moacow ig belng advised thereof by his government,

‘ , % 1t Worreas ff IV Tl
. ", ,‘,&'ﬁ. vf:;
W Yot o gyl s sorme gy - o
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Nr, Bdenls telegram of July 1,°1944, with regard “to the #0-called
Brandt proposal end -disoussions with Shertok, has been carefully considered,
The following are the views of the United States Government with respeot
to this matter: ' '

1, Upon the basis of pregent infermation, tho United States Governmont
18 inclined to egree with the analysis of the Brandt propoeal contained
in Mr, Tden's telegram,

2, The United States Government 18 in accord with the suggestion .
contained in paragraph 3 (b) of the Eden tolegram that Brandt be vormitted
to return to enemy territory with the megsage that the allies are convey-

representation to the German government through the Swisg government along
the lines suggested in yaragreph 4 of the Fden tolegrem, This Government,
however, suggeste that the following be substituted for the third and
fourth sentences of the DProposed instructions to bo ment to the Britigh
and American ministers in Berni :

- s "Such cooperation would 1%t appears take the form of

transforring Jews now in German controlled territory
to the responsibility of other countries, The United i
Eingdom and United States Governments would be willing, o
with due regard to military neceasities, to consider
‘measures for the regeption in allied and neutral: territory
of all Jows permitted %o leave areas under the gontrol.of

- . B Germany or allies of Germany and would be glad if the .

Swiss Government would so inform the German Government; !

3. The United States Government 1g of the op!hion that neithei of ‘the -

Spaniah Government regarding the reception and temporary maintenanae -
of-gome manageable number of Jewish refugses, Thie Government is of the
opinion that this suggeation should be followed vigorously and 1t will be i
appreciated 1f the views of the British embassador in Spain are obtained
as soon as possibdble, ’ : S . )

™

T o GtE @Mw/mé
Gor Rzl R AL

Y = 3307M- 455 S




L
W

N




EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRES]DENT . o N,
W AR REFUGEE BOARD ' Ty _
= \\\) .d/
. . N O-y -
INTER-OFFICE COMMUNICATION ' N B ) ‘

. ;f;-")’, &
7 DATE Ju]_y 5, 1944 \\&4‘
10 ¢ lir. Pehle )<

FROM ¢ I*, Hodel

In your absence, I informally advised Dr. Nahum Goldman
of the ‘Jorld Jewish Congress of the contents of the attached
message from Gruenbaum of the Jewish Agency.

Dr. Uoldman advised me that he had just received
through commercial channels a cale from Shertok in London
requesting thatﬁéfforts be made to obtain the release of the
two men. The cable also strongly urged that Ira Hiréchmann

- be sent to London at once to parficipaﬁe iﬂ the pfeéent,
discussions there 6n the frandt proposal. Dr.'Gbldmah requested =
that the contents of thisg message be given fo yéu;r—Béfofé;qéliihé;
at your office, he advised Mr. “iarren of thisrﬁgséggé. )

Dr. Goldman also wished to know wﬁethér,the‘propqsafs
he had submitted to ir. Stettinius wﬁ&th'fesﬁ{e‘ét't;; é'bossiilg
answer to thé Brandt proposal had been sent on to Ambassédor ‘
Steinhardt. I advisgd br. Goldman that I ha& nd infofmatién

on this matter but I would bring it to your attention.

'F. Hodel

|
|
!
i
!
|
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PARAPHRASE OF PALIGRAM RECEIVID 5 X T e
TFROL:: Amerioan Consulate, Jerusalem ' S
TO: Secrgtary of Stute, Washington
DAT.D: Juna 29, 1944
I'UMBER: 89

X

The \lar Refugee Board is reqguested by Isaac Gruenbaum,
Jewish Agency, to send the following to Rabbl iise,

WJe have received information from Istanbul that confirms

deportation of 400,000 Hungarien Jew: to Poland and the immi-

nent deportatlon of remmining 350,000 now concentrated in
Budapest and neighborhood. Information that we have roceived
expressly;spates thet direct causes of intensifled deportaéion
is the detentlion of two men. Compﬁtent authorities are urged
to be impressed their assistance was aked fully trusting,rif ’
they are not able to help at least it will ‘not muke thlngs
worse which they did by the detention two men.v Urge therofore,
first, immediate return of the two men; second, 1mmediate
agreement meeting Lisbon' and third, aﬂoption meanwhila of
extraordinary meagures, inoludinp retaliatory meusures, ro- ;‘

peatedly suggested with view to - interfering with deprr%ntion.

PINKERTON

N , . DECLASSIEIED
DCR: V4G ) 7/1/‘f1+ State. Dept. Letter, 1-11.72
) By R H. Parks Date_s_E_E_z 71972
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THE JEWISH AGENCY FOR PALESTINE

i

June 7, 1944
Mr, Edward R, Stettinlus, Jr,
Under-S8ecretary of State
State Department
Waeh;ngton,‘D, C.

Dear Mr, Secretary:

S

After I left you this morning I gave some further thought
to the information you were kind enough %o give me, and I would
like to make one or two suggeetions which I did not think of
while we were dlscussing the matter,

1, I think it would be advisable %o inform the Soviet Government
about 1t, It is quite likely they will learn about it through
thelr contacts in Istanbul, and you know how touchy they are, they
may be inclined to be suspicious, I do, not believe they will have
the slightest objection to the policy you intend to pursue, and

1t would be much better for them to learn about it through you
than through thelir own channels, | 2N

2, I am glad you do not take the line that the offen should be
flatly refused, but that the lmpression should be given that it |
1s being considered, I Have been $0ld by Mr, Russell of the. .
British Embassy that the Foreign Office is inclined to take the -
game line, ; R T

It may be necessary to make some -counter offers, so as to- -
give the impression of gerious consideration, Would it not be
possible to offer some financlal" compensation through funds de-
posited in Switzerland,,if they are ready to_let,thq‘Jews out?

There may be an even more practicable proposal, ‘in view ‘of, - -
all the technicsl difficulties of moving 80 large.a number. of i
people: - that all these Jews be kept vhere they are in ocamps un-_
der the supervision of the International Red Orose,"or a neutral"
power, which would alsoc assist in feeding them., For Germen con-
sent to such a scheme, a monetary compensation could be offered.
This would remove all the difficulties of transportation, and of
getting countries to accept them during the war; moreover, it
would guarantee the safety -of those Jews who may have to remain
where they are for the duration, The main thing is to try to
save them and prevent their extermination, and there are indica~
tione from past experience that an offer of monetary compensa- -

‘%ion may be acceptable instead of the demands presented,

I am submitting these proposalg for your consideration, so o v
that you may discuse them with the British, as it would be neces- LT
sary if the contact is to be maintained, to make some counter. . - .
offera, I am sure that you will recelve additional Anformation
from Mr, Shertok when he arrives in Istanbul-and hope that you will
keep me informed and give me an opportunity for further diseussion -

with you, With meny thanks for your courtes 8incerely yours
: y?Nahum Goldminn =’
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AIRVATL,
" No. 680

R Y . vl “"%ﬁ%

; T .-Wiisbon, July ¢, 1944/??ptgz(;wmvfib«ﬂ6;
. T v |
‘Il.lllll. ; 'IIIIII..IIII. 4] f)'){ /j

Subject: Proposaixkéde by Gef&an Authorities to .
change Jews in Gecupied Countries for
Various Supplies

The Honorable -
The Secretary or State - ’ h
Vashington : 3

,‘,‘ yT,

Sir:

I have the honor to transmit herewith &  copy of g report lj
bPrepared by Reuben B. Resnik, an American c¢ltizen repregenting RS
the American Joint Distribution Commiﬁtse,fwhichfwas‘seht to the
Zuropean off'lce of the above ébmmittee, together with g copy of

covering letter from Robert‘Pilpel, the acting Buropean Director .
of the above comm itteq. N

The EMstsy assumes that the information contained 4ip the
encloseqd report hag already been Teceived by the Department =
from Ankara with appropriate comments; however, we fesl that '
certain observations ars in order. In the first place the. .

Irbassy vould like to invite attention to the objbotivity with
which ¥, Resnik hag made hisg report. On the other hang, it

TIONS, does not give the interpretations

Western Allies will pe 8ccused of a lack op 31ncerity’in'their-
attempts to Teseus Jewish refugeess. -

~~There ig one'othér point in'Resnik's memorandum, Sectioﬁ?ﬁ'
on Page ¢, which this'Embassy questions, Resnik ‘states that

"everyone.:, .

... DECLASSIFIED - |
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"everyone believes that all should be done to continue
exploration until it is definitely determined that no .

further good can be served by its oontinuance." This is
probably the best procedure from the point of view of the
strictly limited humanitarian aim of Resnik's work but 1t
would seem that a continuation of these negotidtions might

at any moment lead to the fact of their existence baecom-

ing known to the Russians with resultant serious difficulties.
In fact, the Germans would have every reason to sees that

the Russians were advised of them. ) .

It i3 felt that the-¥ar Refugee Board would be inte~ :
rested in this report and the accompanying letter, and if
the Department perceives no obejection, it 1a requested
that copies be forwarded them with the request that a
oopy of the letter and the report be sent by the Board
to the Joint Distribution Committes.

Respectfully sé“ou_rs,, A

. . V : 7
For the Anfbasssfcr.&L( e
7y

Edward’ s, 6rocker,
Bounselor of Pmbassy . : T

o y/g;closures:

I Copy of letter from Robert Pilpel and
i and report from Reuben E. Resnik

RCD:aw




Enclosure to desy  ch No. 680, dated July 4, 744, from
the Embassy at Lisbon. N

e S S RS A <N

AMERICAN JOINT DISTRIBUTION COMMITTER
L

5

_ 242, Rua Aurea

Lisbon, Portugal

June 27, 1944

Lisbon Letter No. 1107
To: AJDC NE¥ YORK . - i

#e send you herewith, for your confidential informa-
tion, a copy of a memorandum we have Just received
from Mr. Reuben Resnik regarding certain proposals
of a Mr. Joel Brand for the rescue of Jews from
German-occupied territories. Thils memorandum ties
- up with the subject of our recent .Jar Refugee
Board cables regarding the plan that has been
brought to the attention of 3aly Mayer in
Switzerland.

BRIy

{sgds) Robert Filpel

¥SG :ms
Ines.

Via Pouch

Ai'
|
i




MEMORANDUM

*

I. INTRODUCTION

This report is being prepared at the request of
His Ixceellency, Laurence A. Steinhardt, Ambassador of
the United States to Turkey. It is based on personal
interviews with ¥r. Brand and interviews ang conferences
with persons who have had close contact with Mr. Brang
during his visit to Istanbul and while he was a resi- %,
dent of Budapest. The report 1s incomplete in some
details, especially with Trespect to the activities of
one Andre Gyorgy, alias Andre Groas, but the United
States Military Intelligence, the American Consulste
General of Istanbul and other allied services have
fuller details on the nature and scope of his varied
operations and his possible relationship to thse subject
matter of this report. o

IT. This report will contain the following:

+ Statement Facts,

+ Description of the Principals.

. Possible Interpretations.

D. Developments angd Likely Developments.

O -

. III. STATSMENT OF FACTS

—— - On Frigay, May-19, 1944 one Joel Brand “and Andre e
Gyorgy, alias Gross, arrived on a Cerman courier plane in ’ ' . ’
Istanbul, Turkey. These men, it is reported, were placed
on this plane. at Vienna, Austria, after having been taken

A to the airport in a Gestapo car from Budapest to Vienna.~
Their names were not added to the official Passenger 1ist
and it is reported that Mr. Brand had ‘a letter of instruc-
tions from the Gestapo. or their representatives to German
Government and Military Tepresentatives in Sofia to.
facilitate his movement to Turkey.. I-do not know whether -
¥Mr. Gyorgy had similar credentials.  In addition, Mr. Brand.
had letters of introduction from the Central Rat der duden,
Budapest, signed by Samuel Stern and Baron Freudinger.
These letters were in the nature of "Po whom it may. concern"
and were designed to place a badge of authenticity on Joel.
Brand, at least from the standpoint of that Jewish organiza-
tion. In connection with this and other letters in Brand's
DPossession, it is important to make the following observa-
tions. It is quite possible that this letter was given
hder duress, It oconcelvably could have been prepared by = -
the Gestapo or it might have been given freely and volun-
tarily. In any event, the important fact ig that the
Gestapo and/or other German government or military organiza-

committee with whom certain Persons in Istanbul had :
DECLASSIFIED e i -
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established a contact beginning in March, 1943 for
burposes of extending relief and assistance to needy .,
persons in Hungery and also for the transmission of o -
reliaf to other occupied areas. .This letter said in
effect that everything possible be done. to carry out

the major proposal which Brand was bringing because
according to the committee it wasserious and it .
represented the only means of rescuing a largs number

of people who might otherwise be doomed. The third
letter was from a United Youth Movement urging favorabls
congideration of the major Plan and urging that specifie
plans for youth be carried out, among which was ths
transfer of substantial numbers from Hungary to Roumania
through underground methods. Brand was permitted to taks
all of these letters and was not searched; as a matter

of fact, he was instructed %o say that if he were asked
it he had anything on his person, he had nothing., He

was also permitted to carry twenty-five hundred American
dollars.

Brand travelled on a German paasport issued in Vienna in
the name of Zngineer fugene Brand. He did not have a
Turkish visa although efforts were made hers by people
whom he was bo see to secure such a visa for him
immediately upon his arrival. Brand had previously cabled
to one of the persons in Istanbul with whom he had
prreviously established contact when hé was a member of

a relief committ=e in Bungary. Por several days after
Brand arrived, he was free to make contact with persons
with whom he had previously establishead relationship but . )
on lay 25 he was taken.into custody by the Turkish police o
because he did not have & Turkish visa. A series of )
negotiations followed which ultimately relesased him from
custody on Wedneaday, May 31, 1944, although during the
time he was under protsctive custody, he was permitted
to sleep at the Fera Falace Hotel in Istanbul. . -

Shortly after Brand arrived a cabls was recelved from. . . . o o
Bratislava sent by a person regarded as trustworthy and: ) ‘ :
with whom contact had besn previously establishegd by.local
. persons. This cable requested large-scale asslstance for: - L
Hungarian Jews, reported that 10,000 Jews. (Brand sald12,000) . -
were being deported daily to concentration.centers in.: 8
Poland and that the railroads carrying these persons’ }
between Budapest and the Polish frontier be bombed by the
Allies in order to decelerate, if not stop, the deporggtion.

On June 1, 1944 another cable was received from Bratislava“
urging that the suggestion in the first cable be ‘implemented
simultaneously, ‘that is to say, that relief be sent and that
the railroads be boribed and further that the proposals-that:
Brand brings be given serious consideration LT e

2 The proposal, which is kn0wn to you and whiech was,made'by»-
! - the German Bureau for Jewish Affairs in Hungary and hed the
-“congent and approval of one Elchmann (a leading Pigure }né

carrying...,
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carrying out Nazi poliecy with respect to Jewish matters) :
is as follows: for goods, including 10,000 trucks, 2,000,000
bars of soap, 800 tons of coffes, 200 tons of coceca,. and ’
800 tons of tea, etc., the Germans would liberate all of

the Jews in Nazi-cccupied countries and permit them %o

travel to neutral areas, mainly in the west; for example,
Spain and Portugal and a limited number to Turkey. . They

are wllling to permit the first transport of Jews to leave
immediately after negotiations are completed between a
responsible person representing the German bureau and a
representative of ressponsivle Jewish organization and/or

the Allied governments. (There seems to be a difference of
opinion with respeot to the latter matter. Brand claime®
that his instructions were to have a representative gg a
go-called responsible Jewish organization negotiate with

the representative of the German bureau. Gyorgy claims

that the German Bureau insisted that a representative of :
the Allled governments be designated as the person to &
negotiate.) It is understood that the first shipment of
80ods would follow immediately after the first transport-

of Jewlsh persons left the border of Germansoccupiled
territory. '

The Germans alsc added that they would agree not to use
the trucks on the western front.

IV. DESCRIPTION OF PRINCIPALS ‘ S
I did not meet Gyorgy. He left Turkey for soms point in

the Middle RBast on June 1, 1944. Andre Antol Gyorgy, also
known as Andre Gross, is said to be in his early forties.

He ig known to the British and American Intelligence and it

is also reported. that he has worked for the Germen Intelli-
gence. Beocause Gyorgy acted as a courier for persons in

- Istanbul who were responsible for extending relief to- -

ocoupled areas, he had established contact with a relief
committee in Hungary of which Brang was -one of-the leading

- members.. The reports are that Gyorgy performed” his duties =~ = .

without difficulty and carried them through in a satisfactory SR
and helpful manner. It is reported. that he assisted Jewish

bersons to perform underground activitiss in occupied.areas

on numerous occasions. It is significant, however, -that on-~

his recent visit persons with whom he has had previous contact

did nét see him. It is sald that American and British- b
Ingelligence regard him as a Gestapo agent .abnd as completely
unreliable. DR ey et

v
1

Jedl Brand appears to be in his late thirties, is a well-dressed,
neat appearing, articulate person who spesks English felrly
fluently. He was born in Budapest, but lived quring the e
greater part of his 1ifeé in Germany and returned to- Budapest.
about nine years ago, In recent years he operated a small
knit-wear factory which employs about forty persons. He is
married, has two ohildren, and the other members of hils

family who reside in Hungary inelude a mother and three

sisters....




V. . POSSIBLE INTERPRETATIONS
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sisters. He has been associated with a relief committee

in Budapest for about two years, and during the past year

and a half has taken a leading part in its activities. He

has had contact with people in Turkey ahd in Switzerland and

has received relief funds for use in ooccupled areas. He

impressed most observers here as straight-forward, sincere

and direct. I had several interviews with Brand and saw

him shortly after he was released from,custody and after he

hed been under considerable pressure, both by tHe authorities

and by the people with whom he conferred. I had the lmpression
that he was not as sincere and straight-forward as. other

observers thought him to be. He had ready and direct answers

for all questions and was apparently very cooperative and
reiterated on several occasions the seriousness with which .
he was carrying out this mission. It is important, of course, —
to observe that Brand 1s not completely without anmlety and

fear about his assignment and its possible consequences and

any subjective judgments about him should be evaluated in

terms of this man's present uneasiness. The question :
naturally arises as to why Brand and Gyorgy were chosen for

the present assignment. The Gestapo had known that Brand -
had received funds from sources in neutral ocountries for .
relief purposes in Hungary and other ocoupied territory and

was regarded by persons in neutral areas as a responsible

person. Therefore, any proposal addressed to the Jewish

interests would have to be made to a person known to these
interests, and regarded as responsible by them.

The German authorities knew that Andre Gyorgy had acted as a
courier for persons in Turkey calling on Brand apd others in
Hungary and it was known thet these persons regggded Gyorgy
as having performed his functions satlsfactorily. It appears
also that the German authorities regarded Gyorgy as a trust-
worthy person from their standpolnt and finally it appears
Gyorgy had other functlons to perform én this trip of which
Brand claims he 4id not know the details. :

A. These proposals, ‘4f oearried out in their entirety or S
partially would - inure to the benefit of a small group or Germans
in ocontrel of Hungarian matters. -

B. The proposals brought by Brand and Gyorgy are g oover =
for the beginning of peace proposals and that they sre designed
to enlist the interests of persons who might ultimately be
used for these purposes : -

8. "These proposals may be designed to enlist so—called B
Jewish influence to &isrupt the present efforts on the part -
of the Allies to have neutrals break oommereial relationships S
w#ith the Axis. . PRI

D. . These proposals may be designed to:

1. To place the Allied Governments-in a position of -
being uneble to comply with the demands and there-
fore the Germans would be in & position to say
that the Allles too are refusing to assist the :
Jewish people and therefore the anti-Jewish policy
of the Germans has wvalidity in that the Jewish :
people of Europe are in efreot being ignored by S i
the Allies.

L . 8y seus
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2. Underground propagands in Germany and other
ogoupied areaw says that Germany 1is losing
the war, among other ressons because of its-
strong anti~Jewish polioy. By these pro-
posals it ¢an be seid that . Germany is adopt-
ing & new poliocy favoring the Jews and it
would follow then ‘that thoss who were responsi-~
ble for carrying out the strong anti-Jewigh
policy could have it gaid later in mitigation
of their acts that they ultimately establisheq
& program favoring the Jewish people.

3. Used as a means of effedting a split between
- the Allies - that 1g - United States and Great
Britain from Russia, :

E, Tt is conoeivable that if the Germans are more or
less serious about these proposals, they desire the large %
sdale transfer of Jews fronm occupied territory because they
want to be reliaeved of the responsibility of providing even
a minimum subsistense for these persons while they may be in
concentration centers or even awalting desath. Moreover, if
the present proposals are not carried out, 1t ig thought that
these might lead to other offers of assistance to the Jewish
persons who may remain in occupied areas, and in this way the
Germans will be relisved of the responslbility of whatever
care they might be compelled to give.

F. It is also conceivable that a sharper oonfliot has
developed betwean the various German groups and ‘that one group
is prepared to effect Some type of "Putseh” and in order to
swing Allled sympathy to¥their contemplated plans, have made
this offer. In this conneoction it is thought: that ossibly

‘Gyorgy may have carried word about the'plansitor'th's'"Putsohff”

VI. DEVELOPMENTS AND LIKELY DEVELOPMENTS

A, Gyorgy left for some point in the Middle Fast with - ]7

B, The Ameriocsn and British Embaééy in Turkey and theib X
Palestine Government have more or less full knowledge of these-
proposals, . . ) : : :

C. These proposals are known to American and Palestinian
philanthropic agenocies ;n Turkey and also in-Switzerland. :

D, Brand states that he must not return to Hungary
without Gyorgy. . L :

L. Drand clains that he'has_the approval of the German

authorities and of his own group in Budapest %o travel further .

to carry on these negotiations ang while time is of the
ésgenge, no definite deadline has been set., -Brand eor Persons

© acting for Brand at his request, or with his consent and - _
approval, have communicated with persons in Budapest indicating .

that...
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Brand has been received and that his proposals are bding .
examined and that one of the first conditions toward
further exploration is that there be immediate cessation
of deportation of Jews from Hungary. Brand, or others
for him, also intends to inform Budapest that he will
leave for Palestine and perhaps other oenters where he
believes his proposal can receive more authoritative
csonsideration. It 1s olear that the United Stataes .
Government and H,s Majesty's Government will have to be
kept fully intor&ed of all developments as they occur™
and that any proposals should first be disoussed with
represaentatives of these govermments. )
F. It has been suggested that the German Goeschaefts-~

dienst for southeastern Europe is Probably ocompletely

- informed of these proposals and poasibly some representa-

*- tive of that group should be authorized to some to a ‘

neutral country for further discussion with persons =
designated by the governments interssted, .

G, It is clear that it appears advisable to keep
all avenues for negotiation open first because of major
military and poli%idal implications involvea and also
because of the possibility of offecting the rescus of a
substantial number of Jews.

H. ZEveryone with whom I have talkead recognizes the
impossibility of carrying out the proposals as they have
been stated, but everyone believes that all should be done
%o continue exploration until it is definitely determinesd s
that no further good caen be served by 1ts continuanca. . ’

- Finally, I wish to state that this report represents an
: analysis of the views of persons with whom I have talked and
- ’ my own views. I cannot vouch for all of the facts but T
am reporting them as I learned them. : I E
May I also say that the reéport has besn prepared in great,
haste and under considerable pressure and I should ask your
indulgence ‘on that score. TR S
Respectfully submitted,
REUBEN B. RESNIK

June 4, 1944 » Lo

In care of the American Consulate General
;}stanbul, Turkey
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