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THE FOREIGN SERVICE &
OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

v A
AMERICAN EMBASSY

Ankara ~ July o, 1944.

Dear ... Penle:

in pursua.ace ol Lnstructions .irom awmvassador
oteinnardt, on June Blst L lelt ankara Ior valro for
the express purpose ol interviewlng Joel Brandt fol-
lowiag the instructlons you gave ms in Wasnington.

knclosed is the report wanlchh I submitted to
ambassador Steinharat upon my return from Cairo to
ankara on June 25th. . B

At that time I was informed by Ambassador Stein-
hardt of the Department's telebran do. 5B, of June
21st, to take no furtner action in the matter pending
;uvpp61 instructions. Ve are taking no further stepu
vnatever in this matter unless and until we recelve
iurtner instructions from you. Hay I add that I con-
sider it of utmost importance that Branat e peturned
to Hungary vithout delay.,

Yiith kind pversonal regards s
= & -3 :

Cordiglly yours,

I. 4 YHLRSCHLANN,
vpecial atbache,

Iir. John H. Pehls,
Executlve Dirsctor,
War Refugee Board,
— Treasury Bu;lalng,
Washington,D.C,-

) éi\ : ’ DECLASESIFIED

State Dept. Letter, 1§t§2 27 ]972

By R. H. Parks Daua_____




Ankara - July 3, 1944.

Dear Mr. Pehle:

In pursuance of instructions irom Ambassador
Steinhardt, on June 21st 1 left Ankara for Calro for
the express purpose of interviewing Joel Brandt fol-
lowling the instructions you pave me in Washington.

knclosed is the report walch I submitted to
Ambassador Steinhardt upon my return from Calro to.
Ankara on June 25th,

At that time I was informed by Ambassador Stein-
hardt of the Departuentt!s telegram No. 557, of - June
2lst, to take no further setlon in the matter pending
‘furtner fnstructions. Ve are taking no further steps
whatever in tnis matter unless and until we receive - -
further instructions from youe. May I add-that I con-
-sider Lt of utmost importance that Brandt Se returned
to Hungary wi thout delay. ;

“Vilth kind personal regards,

Cbrd;ailyryOurs,

3

I. A. HIRSCHMANN,
‘“peclal-Attache.

Hr. John He Ppehle, : o ) o
Executlive Diroctor, . : T
N War Refugee Board,
o Treasury pBuilding, : R
Washington,D,C, I
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“Calro, June 24, 1944,

Dear Mr, Ambassador,

The attached memorandum was dlctated "pisce-meal"
83 developments and conferences ensued in Ceiro under

reading the typed draft I em inclined to the opinion

* . that it somewhat reflects the above-mentioneqd con=
ditiona. At the same time it fairly completely reflects
the observations and views obtained from these explora-

most useful,

Not referred to hereln are telegrems which I am .
informed were despatched by (a) Lord Moyne to London -
covering the subject of our discussions. These
telegrams were not shown to me but referred to in
discussions. (b) Telegram from Mr, Tuck to the Depart-

- ment, a peraphrase of which is attached. I recommended
: . that the latter should not be sent but I was overruled.
Mr. Tuck requested of me a copy. of the Interrogzation -

of Joel Brand by.me which I handed to him.

It occurs to me that en route from:Cairo you:

g may conslder it desirable to confer with Lord Moyne -
on this matter.i . :

Cordially &ours,-

<;/T. A. Hirschmann
Special Attache




N

‘superior officer in Turkey, Ambassador Steinherdt to 1nter-

MEMORANDUM TO AMBASSADOR STEINHARDT ' —

Date: June 22, 1944,
Subject: Interview with;Joel Brand, Observations
and’ Recommendations. :
Acting under your instructioha_l arrived in
Cairo on Wednesday, June 21, 1944, at approximately »
6:00 p.h. and repaired at once to the American Legation.
When I requested sn sudlence with Minister Tuck I was
informed by hls secretary that Mr. Doolittle, Firat
Secretary of legation, had been working during the
dsy on the matter which had brought me from Anﬁara. , ) -
Upon presenting the letter from you to Minlster Tuck
& conference waa arranged betwoen the Minister, Mr.
Doolittle and myself. i
The Minister introduced the subject by assert-
ing thet Lord Moyne, British Minlster Resident in

‘the Middle East, had ¢onferred’ that day witn him on the -

subject under discussion and that Lord Moyne was

acting under. 1nstructions from London on the highest

leyels. ~He emphasized that any decisionakthatfwore B

to be taken would be centralized. by bothithofBr;tisH

and American Goéernmentsrin Londohrand that I 'was -

being requested by the British Government to prooeed‘

at once from Cairo to London. o S ,":f:‘ s
Here I demurred, assorting that I had inatructe= o ‘, e ;j

ions from the War Refugee Board,.Washington and'my

view Joel Brend at the earliest possible moment and that I
had been despatched to Cairo with the express understanding w0
' ' that ‘
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that I would be able to do so. I also stated thafiI
could not accede toithe request of the British.Govern-*>
mentrto Girect me.td proceed thousands of miles to
London to.interview Brand when Brand was in Cairo
at this ﬁ6ﬁent and the fact that I had come to Cairo
for the express purpose of seeing him here,

Iy informed Mr. Tuck that the British Minister
to Turkey, Mr. St., Bennett, had requested me td commun-
icate with a Mr. Hamilton at the Office of the Hinister
of State. Mr.'Doolittle_informed us that he had bé;n
in comaunication with Mr., Hamilton that day.

At the conclusion of our conference it was agreed
that kir, Doolittle would impress upon Mr. Hamilton
on the following day the necesslty of my iﬁterview

with Joel Erand in Cairo after which I was to return

..to Ankara to submit my report to Ambassador steinhéfdt.

Er. Tuck concluded the conference. by stétinp that it
was alfficult to move the Brltlsh once they had
developed &-program of strategy.

-In the mcanwhlle Mr. DOOlltule 1nformed me of

e

‘the fact that Mr, Jos eph Schwartz of the JDC had

i

arrived from Alglers to Cairo and that Schwartz

had ‘also requested an interview with Joel Brand,

i

Schwartz having been unawaie of'my présencé'in>0aifo;
for that Durpose.

At ten o'clock on Thursday, June 22nd Mf."

'Dcolittle 1nvited me to meet with Josenh Sthartz

in the former's office. After disclosing my instruct-

ions on the subject of Joel Brand, Schwartz agreed

to withdraw from gctivg participation,in‘the matter:
at
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at this time. In . Schwaritz's presence Mr, Doolittle
informed me that he had discussed the matter with
Lord loyne by telephone;that morning'and3iaxihxx
that it was agreed that I was to visit with Lord
Moyne at twelve noon, afé%r which arrangements
would be made by the British for me to interview
Joel Brand.

At the meéting with Lord Moyne there were
present, in addition to Lord Moyne, Brlgadier
R.J. Haunsell, Sir William Croft, Flrst Assistant
to Lord ioyne, John Hamilton, Assistant Minister
Resident, Mr. Doolittle and myself. Lord loyne
informed me that Shertok had reéuested of the Rritish
Government that he be permitted to proceed at once
to London on the subject at hand and Lord Moyne
suggested that Ipreparef to accompany Shertok in
order-to have the discussions, and possible decisions;
centralized in London.. I emoha51zed that I could
not Adke any decision regardlng my movoments untll
I had (a) talked with Brand,: (b) reported the results
of my interview,w1th,Brand t0 Ambaseador &telnhardt o
in Ankave and (c) received iﬁeyructions:fefzmy next;l
stéps .from Ambassador:éteinhefdﬁ‘thfough‘Wasiiﬁgten;

At the outset of this conference I referred to
the 1nterest whlch was being taken in this matter
on the hlghest 1evel in Washington. I referred to the
actlve interest of Unaer Secretary’ of ‘State Stettinius,
the interest disclosed by President Roosevelt ‘and the

active exploratory efforts towards which I.. was dlrected

by Ambassador Steinhardt, At the suggestion of Mr. R
Doolittle
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: questioned me on this point and wanted to. know what

-4~

Doolittle I took the occasion to show the letter of
President Roosevelt eddfessed to me to Lord Moyne.
I indicated that the War Refugee Board apd Aubassador
Steinhardt were intent in their desire to»explore all
the facts with a view to (a) determining the authority
from which the offer emanated, (b) possibly "keeping
the door open," (c) the remote ﬁossibility of saving .
lives in accordance with the'Americen and British
established policy, and (d) the possibllity of deter-
mining information thet might be otherwlse helpful, .
I referred also to the need of keeping the Ruasians *
informed.

Lord Moyne asserted that the iext steps connected
with this proposal could only be taken in London
and that the moves would be out of his Jurisdiction.
He referred to the implications from Brand's interviews

conducted by the British Intelligence. _He'ahd his -

associates were clear in indicating that they aid

not credit Brand with any'unwerthy motives‘elthough

there were some slight discrepencies in ' his storiesl

which they were inclined to believe had sprung from‘ :Vvv %u—f e
nervousness end appreheneion. When the subject of '
Gross wea introduced-I maintained that this msn was

in'a different cetegory and’ that we were not. inter-

ested in him except for possible additional disclosures ':” _
whieh might relate elther to. our efforts in behealf of c 7!3‘,_:
refugees or revelations which might be of value in : | j ’ o 'fg
other aapects of our explorations. A : |

Brigadier Maunsell, who 1s in charge of Intelligence, . : e

other
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other explorations we hed in mind. I reterred to the
possibilities of other implications in the viait of
Brand which might srise from his disclosures snd which o
of course the Britisnvlntelligence would be able to ,
ferret out. £
It was agreed (1) thet I was to meet first with
Brigadler Kaunsell to be briefed.on the~Baekgtound '
of the British Intelligence investigstiona to date
and the operations of the Gestapo, (2) that I was to
meet in a private home by arrangement of Brigadier
Maunsell with Mr. Brand, Msjor Martin Forrest and &
etenogrebher (I suggested the desirability of a trans-
eript), and (3) that I was to meet with Lord Moyne
on Friday, June 23 at 11 a.m., (4) I was to return
to Ankara to report to Ambassador Steinhardt on June 25,
In view of the emphasis which I had put on the
need for returning Brand to Hungery at the first
beeeible moment 1t was euggeetedreefan elternetive
that a message could be sent at once-tnrough:BARLAS
in Istanbul to the Hungarians angd the Germens . refer-_‘
ring tor"the consideration whlch 1s being given tho
matter,? It was determined that this would be decided
after my meeting with ‘Brand in the afternoon. Lord -

uoyne reiterated his fear of ‘the dengera 1nvolved in,ﬂz L ' ' e

the Germans ~exposing and exploiting the" "offer" and

announcing thet the Allies had flatly rerused by

~ silence ‘and delay. I replied thet I thought that we

" would have to tako this chance now until our con-
clusions had been reached and cleared: through Ambassa-"
dor Steinherdt and London. ‘

e

At
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At 4:00 pom. I met Mr., Brand at the private
apartment at which there were also present Ma jor
Martin Forrest, & British agent whose neme was not
disclosod a3 well as Brigadier Maunsell's secretary,
Miss Read. Attached as Exhibit A ig & fairly ver-
batim report of the interview.- Aftéf the interview
toa was served and Brand disclosed the following
which was not reported in the attached notes:

Brend stated that 1t wes of interest and
ironical that the'representativea of the Jewlsh
organizations who had been dealing illegally
with the Germens had now been asked to act in
an official cepacity by the Germans; that appar-
ently the Germans respscted those who resisted
or took action against them.

Ry In reply to my question tOjﬁrand: "Did
o . 3 you see any qyidehce on théipabtfof the-Ger;
. mean leaders that they were becﬁming fearfulQ
" or desperate?"Brand re‘pvliédé»:v;'ieér,'de"éidédvlry,
K 7 7 I gee 1t in- their talk and protestations, in
the fact that a high German officor tells to
- the Jew, Brand, 'We need thinga--go and get
vrthem.f“ This, Brand: said,‘appeared to- him to
be a greet confession or weakness.

Brand asserted,that Eichman represents -

the "top"; that Elchmen has the rank of MiniSté?f'

representing the Government for Ectiiitiéé‘

ageinst the Jews, ' Brand aléo agserted thet

Hitlexr's
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Hitlert's speéial representatives had been
present at onevof the four conferences, They
were Wesenmeyer and Winckelman. (The British
Intelligence Officer confirmed that these men -
were Hitler!'s tdﬁ representatives.) ‘Brand
fur%hgr agsserted that the German Minister for
Foreign Affairs was not interested in this
activity but that the German military and S8
all the way up to the head "are in this thing.¥

Brancd stated that Wislezein is next to Himmler.®

Observations and Recommendations .

Brand impressed me as honest, clear, inecisive,
blunt and completely frank.In my talk with him, which
occupled over an hour's time, I could find no shadow
of evicdence to supvort the reservations contained

in the report of Kr. Rueben B, Resnik to Ambassador.

Steinhardt of June 5th which asserted *I.had the

impression that he was not sincereang straightfofward
as other observers thought him to.be.™ my imbr6351ons

were distinctly the reverse; I do not w1sh to labor:

. this point except that I bell ve lt to be of utmost

imnortance in eyaluaulng the veraclty and 1nformau1ve
nature of Bfana's dlsclosures. L s o :f

In spite of Lhe pressure of the Brltish Intelllgence'
questioning under which he was operatlng durlng the
1ast ten days (the cuestlonlnp ensued some days for
ten "hours) he was open, clear, afflrmative andrhigh ‘
minded. = His concern’with his own family, his reldatives

and the possibility or réprisals for othéré;aere he

“not
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notto be able to return, was genuilne snd moving,
in my opinion. 1In short, Brand's disclosures are to -
be accepted in my view =as trutnful,without reaerveyions.
On the above premisés I em of the opinion that
we can ofrer 8 number of conclusions and possibilities:
(1) The proposals were made a@s & result of four separate oo
interviews by Brand with Eichmen snd the latter's collab- -
orators. They cannot be considered 1in the realm of o
fantasy., They are-serious, and we must probe for the ”g o -
point of view on which to explore further. (2) In et .
leaat one of the conversstions with Eichmen there 7
appeared two representatives of the Nazi SS who are
ssld and believed by the British Intelligence to be
"high up". It aeeme that the propossls have the
sanction of Nezi officials from somewhere neer the
top level. (3) Brand's statement that the proposal
conneored with ten thousand lorries and'other commodities
) : was mentioned in an -of f<hand- wayand in’ effect "pulled BE}
of the hat" by one of the German officers 1s a clear
indication that this ia not concrete or to be taken aer-
iously. Immunity or some reference to immunity ‘may be
- “eonsidered seriously as’ a bargeining point. (4) Brand'a ".
?1 explanetion of the Nazi'a -recommendation to-send the ;
refugées through Spain seems to juetify the‘contentionsiji
already estanlished in other Quarterevthat,the Naiie,"'
‘for warious reasgoris, wish to-diacourage eddifione’to
the population of Palestine and do not wiah to offend
- the Arabs. There may be other reesong for this aug-'

gestion regarding Spain ag the proposed. refuge,

which may have militery snd political connotetions

which are self evident.  (5) Brand's_strong con~ n ' i

‘ ) viction that something tangible could reeult from

L * akiliful
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a skillful manoceuvre in tpis situation, ‘impressed me.

Conjectures from the above:

A. A cligue 1s making a bold and desperate
attempt to secure large sums -0f ‘money for 1tself or
to save their skins; or poasibly to pull a deal which
would impress the top Nazi officials, ‘

» B. Under political warfare it may be a device
to separate the three Allied Governﬁenta and create
& mlsunderstanding between them.,

C. It 1s remotely possible that the proposals "
have the sanction of some top authorities who were of
the opinion that they might succeed in recelving the
money, lorries, commodities, et ceters.

D. It 1s & bold effort to embarrass the Allies
by publishing to the world the fact thet a bons fide
offer had been mede through a representative and re- o
sponalble Jew and had been postponed and finally denied.

E. On the positive side 1%t 1s possible that some
kind of deal might be exécuyed,1if the:matter is pursued
without aélay.» Brand 1nd1cated’rather55trohgly such

a possibility and it was. my impression that he would

not have left on so perilous a- mission unleas he could
see a door which was open even though it may be a small :
aperture‘ ' y : L
F. 1t 18 not outside'ﬁhe'reabm‘of posslbilitjl:f
that the Nazl rulers really believe their own propag#nda'
and have considered the Jews a soft apot 1n the armor
of the Allies through whom they could ongage the Allies
in discuasiona that begin wlth the refugee subject and
lead to propoaals of peace, Lord qupgrdqep notrrejgctd

this latter, _ Ll

— » Recommendations
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Recommendationa

l. I respectfully suggested to Lerd qune in my
second conference today, June 23, At 11:00 a.m,
thet a mesaage be transmitggd at once which would
reach the Hungarians and thr Germans. To this he
responded that a measage had already been drafted
and was being sent to BARLAS in Istanbul. I approved
the despatch of the attache¢ Exhibit Bs I further
suggested that Brand, for his peace of mind and for
constructive purposes in the keeping up of his morale, ¢
be informed immediatély that & message had been sent
through BARLAS.

2. Lord Moyne in his conversation with me referred
to Ahthony Eden, the British Foreign Minister's alleged
interest in "keeping the door open in this situation®,
It 13 indicated that the British will collaboraté'in 7
pursuing this "open door policy". This should be exploited.

3. That Brand be retained in Calro, Tﬁere was some
question in the British circles of sanding Brand to
London. 1 pressed Lord Moyne and he agreed that Brend
was to- remaln in Cairo, - Obvioualy the nearer he is to :f\f
Hungary and his eventual destination, the better.

4. That Ambassador Steinhardt invite inltructionl
from Washington with regard to the American represen-7
tative to be despetched to London to confer with author-'
itlies along with Shertok who has been given permiasion i:

“and high priority to ‘proceed to Iondon June 25 arriving

on Wedneaday June 28,

6. That Brand be -glven csreful verbll 1natrucbionu to
ing that consideration is being glven the propoaals in
oonnection with money and possible immunity,rif thq

'Germans
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Germens, as Brand indicated, were prepared to make thev
firat steps in releasing minorities and_ﬂews this
would be recelved by the Allies as an eernest coEude
of their good will andrtpuld load to more concluaive
negotiations, g
6., That no‘efforts be mede on our part with regard
to interrogating Glorgy (Groas). He is in & different
category, an agent with s perfidious record. He should
be.kept outslde this situation, as the introduction
of his testimony or activities cén serve no uaeful
purpose. '
7. Plens should be considered for a possible meetin g
between the Nazi representatives and British and Ameri-
cens at some neutral point as soon aé désirable. Brand
should attend this meeting,
8. The suggestion made by Ben Gurion snd Shertok to
the Palestine High Commlssioner, which was transmitted
to London by the latter, suggeating a committee of the
Inter Governmentsl Committee, the International Red
Cross and other organizations to sit with German repre-
sentatives contains dangerous featurea., I informed _
Shertok and Lord Moyna that nothing expeditious could
come of such a large acale: orgenizational group mseting
and suggested that any such converaetionl should be: held ...
in the stricteat confidonce by highly authorized Govern-:lb ‘
mental repreaentatives in a amall circle.‘Lord Moyne concurred.ii
9..'In this connection it ig of utmost importlnce to
avold the discloaure of any of these negotiations, as | 7' ' -,:"
publicity would explode the entire matter and result |
in a boomarang erfeet. I am inrormed by Mr.;quilton.,

: ,,,,'th‘t: A kii




that an American and:%ritish newspaperman have
alreaoy asked about tﬁe matter,

10. In our recommendstions to Washington we should
urge silence in the event of a leak,

Eoth Lord Hoynéﬁaod I, at our first meeting, wcfe
of the opinion that there was only the remotest possi-
bility of something useful emanating from these explor-
ations. Cn my seccnd meeting with Lord oyne today,
following my talk yesterday with Brand, and his careful
reading of the transerint (Exhibit A) he was hlong;with
me) genuinely enthusiastic regarding possibilities whicen
might develop nrovided that this matter was handled
with care and skill, He again urged me to proceed
to London and I repeated I would have to obtain any
instructions from Ambassador Steinhardt. AHe urged theat
upon the return of Brand it would be desirable for mc o

- b ooéch " him about his pronosed conversations witﬁ the
. ' ' Germans in view of the fact thgtéit ﬁaé felt that I had
%, succeeded in obtaining Brand'S'ccﬁfidence.
Lord Hoyne announced- that the transcrlut of my
; interview would be establlshed a8’ Lne ba31c and accented
report on the Brand cases He asserteu uhat new 1nformat10n
had been disclosed in this 1ncerv1ew whlch ‘had heretofore

e

. been unknown to the British Intelllgence. ;txgzzzxﬁxxx

ReSpectfuIly,submittcdé

) S : . 1
§§/ HITschmann | : : S S
- ’ ecial Attaché to : : R i
: ‘Ambassador Stelnhardt, : SR

Enclosurés:’
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Enclosures:
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Exhiblt A:

Exhibit B:
Exhibit C:

Exhibit D:

13-

Text of Interview,bétween Mr,
I.A., Hirschmann and Mr. Joel
Brandt .

Telegrsm from Shertok to BARIAS,

Memorsndum concerning telegram from
the High Commissioner of Pslestine
to London,

Coples of telegrams left with Mr.
1.A. Hirschmann by Shertok:

(1) Shertok to N, Goldmann,
(2) Shertok to Dr. Weizman.
(3) Shertok to Russell,




ADDENDUM -

Upon returhing to the Legation on Saturdéy,'
June 24 following the return of the plane en route from
Cairo to Adana due to mechenical difficulties I was
handed your telegram of June §2. Mr. Doolittle Sug-
gested that we traﬁgmit the ix;;'omation contained 41';he:vce-,
in to the British which was done through Mr, Kirk~of:
the British Intelligence., It was suggested thét efforts
be made to question Brand regarding Shroder, whose name
was not mentioned in Brend's interview with me but who
was mentioned by Brand frequently in testimony to the
Britiah Intelligence.,

Mr. Hamilton visited Mr. Doolittle end me at the
Legation at 5300 p.m. He requested that in view of
my enforced incarceration in Cairo and the new péasible
developments contsined in your telegram from BARLAS of
June 22 that Lord Moyne desired a further conference
to which I assented. g

I met ﬁith Lord Moyne ai his office &t 5:45. p.m.
Also in attendence were Mr. Hemilton, Coiéﬁel Kirk and
Sir Willism Croft. Iord Moyne informed me thet he’

had received a telegrem fromdendon authorizing:the

telegram from Shertok to BARLAS, Exhiblt B. The situa= . -

tion was tﬁen explored further 1n<€1€w:of'tbeiébSVo-r
mentioned telegram from BARLAS}VjShroder'é raélipeﬁé,
it appesrs, 13.Lauffer; Léuffer is abparently éhg

lesding Gestapo agent in Hungery. fl'féitqretgd my

view that if it was agreed to send Erand to Hungary‘i
" 1t should bé done without unnecessary delay and th§£ 
Brand be despatched with cosched information in which

he iould
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he would (a) explain thet no munitions or mater131 
can be considered as part of any discussions, (b)
promise nothing, (c) sk the Nazis to make the first
step in ceasing persecutions and deportations, (d)
following the above he could peturn:and suggest
discussions conoerning-mbney or immunity. .

To this Lorda Moyne replied that he was strongly
of the opinion thaf the British Govermnment would not
consent to the offer of money., I emphasized that
such money would bs yut in & block accéunt and not
be used in connection with the war but for individuals,
On this point he was domewhat open-minded.

Lord Moyne requested if he might impart my views
above stated telegraphically to London, Whersupon
I requested that he would not do so as they fepvetenfed
only my personal views and not éhe Ambassador's nor
the Government's, I agreed té recommend %0 Ambassador

Steinhardt that‘the British Ambassador in Ankara‘be

informed of our recommendations to be transmittedfto

Lord Moyne,




S~ INTERROGATION OF kiR, JOEL BR AN D T BY MR, IRA HIRSCHMAN.
- : 28 June 44

H. I understand you speak Englishe
B, Not very well, B
He - I am delighted to have the opportunity of speaking to you,

pecause I hope that I can-pe helpful to you - as you know I
come from America, “ .

B, Yes, I heard that just now. ] )

H. iy only reason for being here is to try to be helpful in
the refugee situation - you understand, = - '

B, You are not lir.e HIRSCHMAN are you.

Hs No - I wanted to talk with you to see if there was not .
some way that we could be helpful, i

B, LIf there was something you could do for me I should be very
pleasede~= ’

H, Because you have had rather g Gifficult time =

B, I have had a very difficult time; everyone has veen very

polite but it is as though I have been put in a prisone-
but I can understand 1t is necessary to keep me away
from other people - T can quite understand it,

H, ' My impression is that you have nothing to fear - yoﬁ
have done a great deal of very valuvable philanthropic
vwork in Hungary for mnany years,

B, I haﬁé done what 1t was possible to. doe
T Hs You have a repubation for being very héipful.
B. ;I have done what I could do = it was'ndt ea$y. :
H; I an sure it was ﬁot easy and,iﬁiisktb:&oufﬂéfédit‘that;]f

you are interested in doing such things. . ‘Arve conditions = .-
A in Hungary very bad? T R i

B. . Very bad, yes very bad. - :
H. Could you ‘tell me something about: them. S :
Bs Well, what has been done in GermAny,'Austriéijzechqsloﬁékié;

and Poland in-years has been-done in Hungary in a few weeks!t
time ~ it all came about very dailekly, ‘all the  laws and™ "
- oppressions against the Jews came ‘in Hungary in a very short
" . N N Dl jS

time. 7 . . )
H, Are the wdmen1and qhildréh Eéing persecgtedtasrweil as the méd@
B. . No difference betﬁeen'women and éhildren and men- though
PN chlldren under aix years do not have to wear theéGhetto star,
He Wy aid you leave Hungary? :
B, Because I had been sent to come and vy to make =

Hi “Who senf you.
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Ho

B.

Ho
B.

He

B.

H.
B

He

Be

‘What friends?

-The same kind ‘as the one T have -been Going now, ior the. Jews
‘An, Bratislava. I spoke about these negotiatlons = I-tried

- . - .m e "
-2 -
Two dGifferent sources sent me, on the one side the Germans

to make a bargain, and on the other side the Jows selsected
me to be their emissary, ) '

It seems that the Gerwens made arrahgements with-the Jewish
leaders - ’ .

I was taken on ‘first by the Jewish leaders, who had ‘debates ' -
with the Germans that I should keep up the contact between

the official German authorities and the Jewish representatives,
and if it came out that somebody should be allowed to go and
try to come to some arrangement about: the bersecution of

Jows., I should be pilcked by the Jews as the person to .gos

What were the names of the Jewlsh representatives?

STERN, Philip von FREUDIGER - President of the orthodéx
Jews -~ KOLOLY, :

You had been active in these organisations for a number of
yoars - with the Zionist movement? ;

Yes, I was active in the Zionist movement for many years and
I have been active in general Jewlsh charities, .

You were a business men?

Yes., 7

The Germans also picked YOou=

Yes, because I had neen the negotiating link between ~
Did you know many of these Geuuan leaders?

No-= T 'did know some of them by name, bit I did not Know
them wells - :

Who are the German leaders?

EICHI«IANN, who is in Hungary novi --he ‘marched in with the
German troops. ) . -

Who are some of the other leaders?

KLAGES, KRUMEY, Will von WISLIZENI.! WISLIZENI started to-
malkte some negotiations wibth our friends - Ll .

Our Jewish friends = about a year agos

Whet-kind of negotiations?.

this already about a yéar ago. )
Didn't you see any danger in dealing with 'thesé'peéplé,‘?' :

I did, but there was no othér way outside the 1llegal way:
vinlch we were already dolng to ‘try to hglp these‘ peoples

S50 you decided to' try,
I d:l.vd, yos. '




N

H.

Ho
Be

He

Be
Hl

H.

" B.

He
B.

- H.,

B.

‘The main thing was trucks.

-discuss in Istanbul.

What kind of relations did you have with EICHNER and h;s

party? i

LICHMANN - I spoke to him in his office, I went at his _
invitation - or rather at his order} '

Who suggested tiiis idea tnat you should come here - wheve
was 1t suggested? E

EICHIANN called we, that was the iirst tlme I was speaking
to him and there he suggested that I should go and he
would give an offer =~ -

Who suggested the idea of the oifer?

The 1ldea of making some arrengement with the Gennans -

we tried to do the same type or thing - BICHNER did - about
a year ago.

What kind of offer was that - money? =
ijoney. We only offered money.

What kind of offer did\you bring from EICHMANN -~ & written
offery

I did not have a clear oifer - he only told me some kinds
of goods and money vwiaich I should bring, He told me that
he would be willing to set the Jews frees.

Was there any specific offer.

Nothing specific., He did not specify that Ivéhould'%riﬁg
any- money. -

How would you know what to say?

fe sald I would find out for mysell - he did not want to
commit-himself, e o

Did hercommit,pimself on things or mohey?l
Both, . '

What did he suggest to you that he wanted? '

How mahy? : :
He once sald ten thousand, but -

What else?

He only spoke about trucks, Another gentleman, I-did not
know his name, who was present -~ I belisévée his name was
BEISHEYER (?), sald once I should ask also for coffes,
chocolate and tea and soap, And EICHMANN . once nmentioned

~money - dollars, Swiss francs and some South American moneys

You felt that you had' some kind of Basiﬁ,for'an gffeﬁitégf

Yes, T had for this reason ‘some basis, because & year ago
they had already fixed this up on-a basis-of two million

‘} S
!
{l:
;
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dollars. When I started the negotiations I'did not speak,
with EICIIANN, I spoke with VI3LEZENT and I alao suggested
that this old offer. should be accepted now,

What was the old offer-%

In Slovakia, Bratislava - we had the same dirfficulties
as we have now., The offer was two million dollars for
stopplag deportation and punishuent for those Jews who
are still living in Czechoslovakia and Poland. For my
prart negotiations were different. . Ho deportation, no
concentration and allowing to come to Palestine - and no
shooting. o

What happened to the original negotiations?

They were accepted on baper but not carried through= '
nelther from them nor From Use For our part hecause ve. .
did not pay - we did not get any amount which we could
baye In Slovakia there are only sixty or eighty thousand
Jows, in Hungary there are one million Jews; we wanted to
make negotiations not only for the Hungarian Jews, we
vanted to make negotiations for all Jews. The original
negotiation was only from 3lovakla, WISLIZENT -

He now wantéd 5o make g plan for all the Jews?

Yes, not only the Hungarian Jews.

Where did you expect to get thls money or these trucks?
The trucks I did not know I would be able %o zet, ﬁutvlﬁ

thought I must try and get them from the English and
American govermments, The money I thought I would be

able to get from Jewish organisations.
How much money Gid you have in mind®

‘I thought that I could get about: one million dollars, in:

payment, not with me nui to my credit; somewhere, ‘and
that I should ve able to open negotilations and it would
not be necessary - for me to go back with:nmioney or with
#00ds because I had the promise from ETCHHANN ‘that it
wuld be:2ll right if the offer was accepted and I gcould
make Some:bargain with them; he agreed before T went: '
away that he would make thefirst move,. that he would

let out at first a certain number; ten, twenty,'f1fty
thousand Jews, and:for this reason alone;itgwpuld;have-f

been a great thing - : : ,
That gave you confidence.' Did you have confidence in hié:wofd?'

When he 1s making the 7irst move

.Did you have confidencs that he wouldvkeep his’word withuyOQ?

I did not have the fight'ﬁd question my own_oonsciencé. oo
There 1s no other vway besides. legal means in which we can hé-1p-
we camnot wait for that invasion of Budapest - 7 Lo
Then it was a matter or éonscieﬁée with, you, not a matter-

of coniidence ~ is that correct? . :

No = there is only one'chance;fpgrhaps it 48 no good;'but‘
there is no other chance, : . S : -
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e What is your' opinion oi the él}ances of thié wérking?
B, My opinion is that they would keep thelr word.
i Why? '
Be First of all because they {zeed things -~
H. How do you lcnow"?\ *
B. yhen I left Hungary, I know that they were needing all
) kinds oi thingse.
He. Things or money.
Be At first I thougnht, I know they need things. I know from

yoars of work that everyone of them can be boughts I

lkmow this from years of work - I am not saylng that I have
bought EICHMANN or WISLIZENI. In my work very many of
them have been bought and I do belleve that criminals of«
such a low sort as these men are always receptive to offers
of money. It is natural that people who do such terrible
things will not have clean hands where money is concerned.

-either.
He You refer to some of these people having been bought before=
- in what connection? .
) Be Wot these people particularly, but German officials, S5
and Nezi orficials., We haa our main work before the
Ger Germans came in = bringing men from Poland and from other -

countries illefally to Hungary. : :

H. I would like your opinion ¥Mr. BRANDT on what you think will
- happen to this money if such money were avallable =~ I do
: not now if it in fact would be, L do not know anything
about it - but supposing somebthing should happen and money .
wers available. - e ; :

B Believing that 1t is done.on a.very large scale, somehody
must go to some officlial places, I am ¢ertain many men will.
be there wao will setile personally and mske it vheir own -
business, : S S -

Ho Do you mean nigh-up soupcéS? '

Bs I have the opinion that there dre very many different R
cliques withlin' the Hazl movement and ‘that there dre certain
circles vho want to make money or more business for- them-: .
selves or thelr circle end that they will not get punlshed -
or anything like that. I can_ imagine them saying quite.
brutelly, well you have had elght million Jews,; -we have . -
killed more than six million, we will glve you:the rest if

you do not punish us for killing the others..

H. How did lir. GIORGY come into this matter?

Be. Mr. GROSS 1s his real name, He brought letters from our.
friends in Istanbul and from us for & year and & half- two.~
-years about - that 1s -where L met him. I knew him Lo be. .~
an official of the Hungarian General Staffl at ‘the time when . . ) g
the Hungarians' politics were considered to be falrly ‘ SR ’
i
|

favourable to .the Allles,.  Though I think he went over to the: -
Germans ‘he had nothing to:do with this: except that he
he came with me. . s T R
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to return, the Germans?

2t

I wonder how you and he got together,

He was bringlng letters from Turkey for.us ior the last
year and a half.,.

Who was he working for really?
I do not understand you - he was working for money.
Are you assoclated witn him this affair of yours?

He has nothing to do with this affalr - he Says there is
some other reason why he has come here, at least T. wanted
to assume it this way. It is possible that tane Germans
have seut him for this reason too- but not to my knowledge.
He was not sent Dy the Jewa, -

~

He was not working in collaboration with you in this matter?

Wo. He had nothing to do with my migssion, and I_had nothing
to do with his. :

It seéms that GIORGY said that you had a paper to show with
an actual ofier. What is this paper, vihere is it?

The paper 1is with \me,

No - did you leave 1t in Istanbul?

What kind of paper = %o bring back or did I bring it here-
i1t 1s not true. I only remember a list of goods which they
are needing. I did not bring a wrltten offer for you from
them, I remember a list of fhings they are needing -
Who wrote this papei'?::‘ v

I got it from Mr. SCHROEDER.

Where is 1t7 7

When I reached Istanbul I gave’ it in the first. insfaﬁce '
to lire BARLAS - he has 1t., Tt is not an important thing-
only a list of things, " T

I know - I only mentioned it offhand. ,What'dq you expect
to happen now? o . : ) .

Hothing good.. .I .am véry much af_raid of' :i,t.i

Aren't you optimistic?

I have had to leave my wife and family - I am very much
afrald - it 1s not easy to talk about the things they are
capable of doing - the Germaus., They are my kids and my
wife and my mother and T am getting a little nervous -

Vhat is making you nervous. -

I canmot speak about these things, @
You mean that.if this .dbes”nét work out = /
Yos, 1t 1s already more. than five weeks -8inoe. .VI‘.le'ft Gem any.

Did they say anything t

0 you a.bpﬁt when -they exp’ecte:dryou
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B. No. They sald I could take.my vime if I saw that I had*lA
possibilities of success,

H. Then you should not be certain-

B You asked me ten minutes ago if I believed everything
they sald, I know that I have had no contact with my wife
for three or four weeks aiid I know what they are capable
of doing, '

H. You are afrald they will do something because youw are delayed?

B Very much afrald that they will., They always take their

revenge on others. I beg your pardon for getting nervous.
I know what they are like. We had problems to solve. If
we did steal one man away from a camp - 1f one man got away
they would shoot ten or twenty or rifty. We had many
discussions about 1t, whether we should try to stop getting
men away. We declded that we should g0 on, because we *
knew that they were shooting and killing them anyway .

H. Were the Germans definite in saying ‘that they would release
these people through Spain®

B Yessssethere are things which I know through years of work,
and other things vhich I am only guessing, and I believe
that they want to do something legal. 1I. think periiaps they
vwant to do some big bropaganda. To say that they wanted to
set the Jews free and the Allies dld not want it, and so
there was no other way but for them to kill them off,
Understand® : : ' :

He  Yes.. How what about Spain?

B. That is one of the reasons. It is very hard to get people
o . . over to Germany when there is an invasion going ‘on,. . The
- mass of the Jews have to go to Spain. -~ That is one of the
reasons vay I say that they are making a bargain which it
would be veéry hard for us to fulfil, and ‘they will have in
their propaeganda one more reason ior killing: the  Jows: i
"Well we wanbted to give you this and you did not want to
A - take ith, A ; R
E. They might do that anyhows, - v
5. Be There is one other reason for Spain. ' That is: that of thae .- :
! - Arab q estion ~ they do not want to have the: Arabs against
' them if they sent Jews to Palestine. They did mention )

 that bo me. - »

He . Diﬁ they ﬁention,any connebtioﬁ with Spﬁ;n?

B.  Hot in connection with Spaln but in comecbion with &
- argument against Palestine. e . ‘ i

Ho How often did you see EICHJANN? .

B I saw him four times in his 6ffice,’ The,cthenjogfiders I
‘Saw very many btimes., : : LN g

position now to ask and to get vhat you wanted to. make. :
thls a successful venture, what would you ask? < o ]
' |

He I have just orne or two more quostions. If you were in a’ E i:‘;
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Nothiing. I only ask permission to ofYer, mot to give, &and I
would ask my Jewish authorities for money for the Jews in
Hungary end in Poland to to help them there. But I would not
ask anything much from the Germans. I would go back and

ask EICHMANN, will you release, es you sald once, a mindred
men for one truck, send the first transport to Spain; then
you would get these things. That would be logical.

Do you think that yog could get‘what you want with ﬁoney and
without any of these trucks or goods? -

[

I do not know. Perhaps 1 can =

And that some suggestlon of the possibllity of this mignt
secure lmmunity?

Tmaunity I have got for myself.

I do not want you to think that these things could he done,
I have no reason to know about it - I do not want you %o %
have any false hopes. What do you think would ve the vest
thing to do?

The best thing I think would be that one, two or three
ofTicers from Hungary should come to a neubral country, say
Spaln, or Turkey or Switzerland, and fnglish and American
people, and myself too, ana we should try to come Lo sone
sort of bargain. That is my recommsndation.

You Teel that if you went pack with such a recommendation -

I believe I could stop persecutions - the worst persecubions =
that are going on at once. ’ o

Are these persecutions still going on?
I am sorry to say that they were golng on.
What number of people have been deported? -

Until the_week I went- away, the week I went away they started
deporting abovt 12,000 every day. C

‘Whére?

Kaschau, Klausenbirg, iunkacs; Hust.
Were they in camps-.

They wers concentrated in places in such terrible conditlons:
that they have never been knovn before. :

¥hat kind of transportation - brucks?

No, railway lorries, 60 and 80 menr in a 1orry; the  lorry
sealed down. ' g ’

Did eny die on the way?

"L en pertain of 1t,

Wnere were they taken to?

Auschwitz and Birkenau.

et SN CA AN
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What other Germans were implicated,

Some of the highest representatives of the Gemman military
comuand as well as EICHMANN - the military and the 88 are
in this thing. W SLIZENI is a near relative of HIMHLER!S.

&
Is there any evidence of desparation amongst them?
There 1s an lndication of some change of attitudé.
Does persecution of other minorities go on besides the Jows?

Yes - they have persecuted and have arrested all the

Soclalist leaders and little political leaders., The Socialist
and the Liberals are feeling 1t as much as we are feeling

it and being sent into concentration camps. They are not
concentrating only on the Jews. Prisoners-of-war in Hungary
wno nad run away Ifrom Geruany - English, French prisonepbs-
of-war have been treated pretty well. They have only to
replster and are allowed to live quite freely.

If you were detained here for a long time - though I have no
reason to think that you would be - what do you think would
happen? .

1 am afrald that in the first place my family will get
persecuted in the most terrible way. Secondly my friends
will get punisned. Thirdly I fear that they will have
executions and deportations, If for some reason or other
I personally snould not be allowed bto be sent back, then
at lease somebody else should be sent, -

You think it would be necessary to send someone, .or could a
message be sent? I : B .

Perhaps a message on the radio or in a letier = it is :
Lerrible for me with my family there - they will take it that :
‘L have run away. - - . :
Your family will?

i

Ho, my family know - my wife knows pretﬁy'wéll what I am doinge

i
1
o
1
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EXthen T 2

TO :- BARLAS ISTANBUL
FROM :~ SHERTOK JERUSALEM

Am summoned to London on hlgh GOVernment prlorlty () HIRSCHMANN
may follow (.) Meanwhlle BR'xNDT is detalned by Brltlsh
authorities in MIDDLE EAST (. ) -

i
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During his conversation with the
High Commissioner for Palestine, subsequent
to his interview with Brandt at Aleppo,
Lr. Shertok, after reporting his talk,
stressed the vital need to explore every
avenue to help these Jews in Hungary. He
thought that it was most important to
arrange a meeting with German representatives,
it being understood that political discussions
vere completely barred. He suggested that
these discussions might take place on the
Allied side thro’the head of the refugee
organisation or the Red Cross authorities,
or the U.S.A. ¥ar hefugee Board.
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Following for Dr. Weizmann from S atok

R =
accorulng text telegram {rom friends in Budapsst transmitted by
Istazbul unless zranabt anu other psrson wio ac/co,.:ij)aziied nim to
Istaroul retura o LSuwagary imssdiately everything ﬁ/ill ve lost.
oth Lwandt ana obuore person are now in Jairo. We nole no orler
10r otusr purson al. must loave hus fate to be declded oy compstent
criTise avtioritiss. Bub Draaub came as emizsary peanant Luropean
Jewry wi.o in interests its rescue accepbea misslon from enesies on
«lear unuerstanding that he return witinr eply. Althougn realising
trat his return alone and with vefinite auswer say cause nis
weati immediately he is desparavely anxious carry out vargain and
eeturn in hope tnat his report about delivery message and its
consideration in high quarters will help gain time and prevent
precipitation calamity. Ve consider his return most imperative
if slignhtest chance rescue is to De preserved. Lsfie r’egard.this as

Tirst inalspensable sbtep jiving srfect to line agresd by Mr. Edén

salning time and not closing door. For same L eason we consider:

it equally ecsential that some lmnediate indi'ca't‘io’h’hé'— ;:;iyen',to
ovizer side of paadiz}éssrnegotiate r egardiqg rescué jeV‘Js u’glng,
saue btime imuwediate discontinuation u}éportatibml‘s{fana siaﬁgh%ér
pending meeting.  Please ,dq utidost ,rega'.r;lj‘.ngfo'oth matte‘r'é‘u;{xlsb
apout my quickest return Loudon as .we'ali' belleve my i‘irst" nana.
contact with Brandt w ll help clarify natters more: than any

telegraphic report. (avle.




for urge@t priority for me to Ily London. Pleasé act,éccofdinglj.

o™

Ei;—s*)’p; copy o ) 19.6.,194 o e
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For Nahwm Goldmann from Shertok ) : :

You have probably been informed by Bfitish Imbassy oi Nazl oifer eYacuate
remnants Buropean Jewry primarily from Hungary. liessage was brought by

Joel Srandt trusted Hun;aéian Zionist who was sent on Wehmmacht plane

to Istanbul =«ay l9th, view returning with reply within two threé weeks.,
Ostensibly oifer was exchange Jews rqr goods spegified'kinds qzantit;es.
syacuees bto proceed Spain. rirst suosbantial transport to be sent out
without consideration on receipt tavourabvle reply ra;ardihg whole scheme.
Exchén;e condrtions sounded fanitgstic but we decided explofe. Informed
tacuolately siign Conunlssloner wio reported fully London with request

iafora Washin ton and you. Iligh Commissioner dia everytoing nelp me

proceeu Turkey view interviswing brandt. Visa difficulties delayed my :
Geparture. wventually met DLramit AlLeppo. Originally it wes agreed oy
sritish aubuorities Lstaubul Jerusalewm that prandt ssould return Yurkey
view préceeding thence Hungary out higher guarters ordersu nis
trassportation Cairo where he is detained. Our irlenus Budapest now
inforaing lstanbul unless Brandt returns immediately'everﬁthing will

be lost. Lxecutives conclusions after my report are that though
excnange proposiﬁion may be‘mere eyewash ana possibilityrulterior
motives sust be assumed it is not improbable that even'preliminary
negotiations might résult in salvabion substantisl numders We are
informed ‘Eden 1n conversation with WGiZmann agreed,poiiéy shéulé'ﬁe
,éain time avold other side getting impression Allies afé{slamming'

Goor refusing even consider matter. VWhiist appreciating He;pfulnegs
this attitude we consider ﬁére is warrantedéi 1llave>prop‘osed''s_tep_sx .
shoulu immediately be talken view exploring possipi;ity meetingrﬁiﬁh
Gennan repfesentatives say -in Lisvon or Madr;d,boVdiséuss»rescue'Jews
urglng sase time immediate discontinuation aeportationsianq'slaughterb
pending meeting. = Body appearing ovehall Allieé might'be,interaoverﬁménﬁ.
1 Refugee Committee or War Refugee Board or Hedcross or aw"qﬁher éuité

- . ;
able agency. Have also urged Brandts immediate: return to report thag

+

message has been dellvered 'ls under active consideration. ‘ Also asked
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208 Viaiteu nleppo iour uays :0r autoority sse Jrisiaa who arrived

weunzsway 7/6 stop Imterviewed .ia wunaay ix hours sounw hinm

onshundrea ssrceat reliadle was wesply iwmpressec oy als purlty

spirit ielisacriiice saclhil sxuctnes. vobernes: ztop
Cwio coaclusion KZLUlive - 08D nOoWw LupdPuibive viow zoploring

5ults CBup arter Luaterview

rebur.asy Juerisalud

Tra;ism ssion welzmann _ist our evaluation ana proposals Includ

fipst lmpdlebe facilitivs ior my ilyin. London second-ary

meats yor iriencs reburn nome stop You will lsar.: our main proposal

i : : 3 s
sgarcing line action i'rom Colonial or Yoreiyn stop:uigh Comaissionsr
ini'orasa us regarding uvharles interview atop',’s{jr‘eed line ol keeping -

door open makes iriends reéturn absolutely imperative plesse do.utmost

your part sxpecite wmy journey stop infor. tlahum

shertok
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necessary.
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it was pointed out Wy Loru hoyne tiat Loadon was place

wners complete cooraination could De. uwost

any decisions in this matter are for nighs

gickly ovtained as
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Yne twenty~fourth is the date arranged for Hirschmana's

return to Ankara.
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EOINTS TO BE MADE 70 THE BRITISH

1, Upon the basis of present information, we are inclined to agree with . *
the Britieh analysis of the Brandt proposal, We agree with procedure
suggested in point 3 (b) of the Eden telegrem ~ i,e, that Brandt should be
permitted to return, We are also prepared to meke a representation to the
Germans through the Swiss government along the lines suggested by the
British, We feel that the particular language suggested in the Britigh
ceble might be construed as limiting unduly the number of Jews which the
two governments would be prepared to receive under their protection, It ig
the view of this Government that the Swiss shoulad advige the Germans that
the United States and the United Kingdom governments will meke arrangenents :
for the reception from German occupled territory of all Jews who can be *
received consistently with military necessities, As presently worded, the

proposed cable to the Swiss is subject to the interpretation, and perhaps

wovld be so intervreted by the Germans) as merely an offer to consider any

proposal to release the limited number of Jews for the reception of which

in Palestine and elsewhere there are present commitments, This interpreta~

tion would under the present circumstances be highly unfortunate and it is

asgumed that such was not intended, It is suggested that the following

language be substituted for the third and fourth sentences of the proposed
cable to the Swiss:

,ASuch coopergtion would it appears teke the form of transferring : )
Jews now in German controlled territory to the responsibility i
- J of other countries; . The United Kingdom and United States Govern~’
S " menbs would be willing, with due regard to military necessities,
L to conslder measures for the reception of all Jews permitted to
leave aress under the control of G’ermany) and would be glad 1f the
Swiss Government would so inform the German Government, " e

2, We should indicate to the Bi‘itish our view that the métfer"must,be
cleared in advance with the Rugsians and we should ask for their approval
2 of the proposed cable to Moscow, : . RRNTEN

3, The British should be asked to have Sir Samuel Hoare immediately approach:
the Spanish Government with the request that that government admit into " \-
Spain temporarily all Jewish refugees permitted to leave areas under the
control of the Germans, This Government is prepared, in conjunction with the
British government,to arrenge for the maintenance and care of all such refugees
during their stey in Spain and to arrange for their prompt removal to temorary
havens of refuge elsewhere, Thig attitude of the United States Government-

hes already been communicated to our Ambassador in Madrid, Sir Samuel should

be reguested to advise the Spanish government of these facts upon making his . . ¢
reqguest, ) . (R

4, ZExplain to the British that Shertok's reference to the Boardls authority
to communicate with the enemy refers to.the authorization given Boardls
representative under the Trading With the Enemy Act, Indicate that only use
made of this authority have been discussions solely on refugee matters with x
Bulgarian and Rumanian Ambassadors, of which British are avare,

Kty
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Please inform the United States Government that first discussions
have been held here with Shertok, They have strengthened our
convietion, supported by much independent evidence including
detalled report placed at our disposal by United States Ambazsader
Angora, that however influential the Germans who authorised the
offer, it was designed (a) to oxtraot aaterial concessions of war
material frem Allied Government, (b) to embroil Wnited Kingdom
and United States Governments with the Boviet Government by -
representing to the latter that the former were negotiating with
the enemy (¢) to elioit a rejection which would then be represented
as Justification for extreme measures against the Jews.  Sheriok
appearsd to agree with this analysis.

2. The offer in fact was not sericus and especially as coming
through such insignifiocant or suspeoted channels, should on its
merits have been contemptueusly ignored. But we have kept it in: plny
in the hope of staving off dianltor and seeing whether something
acceptable might not emerge. .

3. We must now oonsider our next steps. GCholce appears to lie
between (a) keesping Brandt and doing nothing in expectation that
Gestapo may produce further offer, ?b) nonding Brandt back with
message that he had found Allied ciroles conoerned with the fate of
the Jews and ready to consider any practioable scheme for:
alleviating the fate of the Jews and that he understood the -

Allies were conveying their vliews through the protecting power,

and the German Government might shortly expeot to hear lomething.

4, Ir (b) 41s decided upon, as we would propose, then we snggoat
that British and American Ministers in Berne should be ins truoted
to address Swiss Government as rollowl.—‘

Begins.

Boportl of turther extreme measurss by tho Garman luthoritlos_
against the Jews are resaching the United Kingdom and United States
Governments, At the ssme time both Governments have been informed
from what appear to be authoritative German quarters that the :
German Government might be disposed to modify their pollioy if T
Allied coopsration in & solution could bs obtained. ' Such oooperation )
would it appeare take thée form of transferring a stated number of :
Jews in oonditions of partiocular distress to the responsibility . :
of other countries. The United Kingdom and United States Governments'
would be willing with due regard to military necessities to oconsider
practiocal moalurol in this connection and would bs glad if the Swiss’
Governament would so inform the German Uovernment. BSwiss Governzent
should then state in partioular that: (a) Swiss Government has .
invited the German Government to give facilities for the departure:
of 18500 Jewish ohildren who would be given temporary hospitality in
Switzerland.  Bimllar offers have been made by ether neutral Govern-
ments. As an earnest of geed faith the German Government shall

'\\ \\S‘ i
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agree to give effect to all these offers (b) 5000 Jewish children T

from south esetern Europe with a proportion of accempanying adults
would have been received in Palestine long ago in adcordance with
an offer made by the British Government had the neoessary exit and
transit pernits been provided by the Governments (Bulgarian,
Roumanian and Hungarian). The Germsn Government ies requssted to
facilitate the grant of such permits, (o) Transpert of Jewish
refugees to the various hemes offered them has been Lindered by
the absenoce of German safe conducts for various ehips proposed to
bs employed. The German Government is requested to withdraw its
obJeotion to safe conducts, in particular in the ocase of 8.8. Tapri
whioh would be used solely for transport of oivilisn refugees.

() For seme gonsiderable time past llsts of Jewe who would be
given immediate entry into Palestine have been communigated te

the German Government. It is suggested thet as many of the persons
as ocan be identified should now be given permits to leave and on:
hearing that this has been done transport arrangements will be
taken in hand by the United Kingdom and United Btates Governments.

Ends,
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Mr. Shertok agreed in suggested method of approach to
Germane but urged %a)(the United Kingdom and United Btates }
Governments shéuld make & further offer to approach the Spanish
Government regarding reception and temporary maintenance of
some manageable number of Jewish refugees; (b) a “carrot" .
should be dangled before the Germans in the shape of agreement
by the United Kingdom and United States to discuss with them

_the question of Jewish resoue; (o) in advance of such dig=
cussion we should decide what Quid pro duy could be offered -
to the Germana. ) %

2. In regard to (a) subject to views of His Majesty's
Ambassador Madrid I see no difficulty. On (b) end (o) the
reply given Shertok was that there could be no direct contact
between the Allies and the Germans, to which he retorted that
direot contmot with the enemy was he undesrstood in certain
ciroumatances permissible to the War Refugee Board. On this
the observetlon was made that, whatever the truth about the

War Refugee Board's powers (on which I should be glad to be
enlightened) such a conversation would ruin Soviet confidence
in the Allles unless they had been ssked and had agreed. The
idea of compensation, trading in concert with & Gestapo -agent,
Jewlish blood ageinst Allled goods, looked equally dangerous.

5. agreed, and sald the ‘Russlans should, of course, be asked %o
oconcur, snd that only compensation contemplated was that of -no
mllitsry or economic importance. It would be for ue to discover
such, . R ' B -




&Q\,

2-%7&/@/

7: ﬁbv¢;1K3&¢£44'
PARAPHRASE OF T.LHGRAM RUCEIVZD

FROM: Americen Consulate, Jerusalem ’

TO: Secratary of Stute, Washingtop, 4 I . o
s ran 3, 10 DONTROL 0Py
NUMBER: 89 :

" ]
The War Refugee Board is requested by Isaao Gruenbaum?

Jewlsh Agency, to send the following to Rabbi Wise. '

7 We have received information from Istanbul. that confirms
deportation of 400,000 Hungarien Tewi: to Poland and the immi-
nent deportation of remaining 350,000 now concentrated in
Budepest and neighborhood. Information that we ﬁave recelved
expressly,gtates that direct ocauses of intensified ‘d'e"porta'tion
is the detention of two men. Comp:: bent authorities are urged
to be lmpressed thelr assistance was aked fully trusting, 1f
they are not able to help at 1east it will not mnke thlngs :
worse which they dida by the detention two men.- Urpe therorore;
first, ipmediate return of the two men second immediate '
agreement meeting Lisbony and third, Moption meanwhila or

extraordinary measures inoluding retaliatory measures re'

peatedly suggested with view to 1nterfering with dent‘?‘:ﬂtion.
PINKSRTON

DECLASSIFIED -
State Dept. Letter, 1-11-72

N\
DOR:VAG - | 7/1/kk '
By R H. Pwrks Data SEB 271972
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June 28, 1944

MEMORANDUM FOR FILES
——— R

On June 26, Mr. Pehle gave copies of the attached proposed
cables to Moscow and Ankara to MNr. Warren.
Warren agreed to find cut if the British plt;n to release

Brandt and to find out whers Gyorgy is presently located,

F. Hodel




W%

DRAFT OF CABLE TO STEINHARDT AND HIRSOHMANN AT ANKARA

There is repeated to you herewithAcable being sent
to Moscow today, which is self-explanatory.v Please
forvard promptly to Harriman and Winant your despatches -
Nos. 676 of June 5 and 679 of June 8. J

We would appreciate a full report on recent develop-
ments in this matter and your recommendations as to how

we can proceed from here.




DRAFT OF CABLE TO MOSCOW~FOR AMBASSADOR HARRIMAN'S PERSONAL
ATTENTION.

PART ONE
Reference is made to our cables to you No. 1460 of
June 9 and XNo. of June 21 and to your cable No. 2184

of June 19, The rollowinf additional facts are now avail-
able with reference to th s matter:

- (1) Joel Brandt is presently being held in custody at
Cairo after having previously proceeded %o Jerusalem for
discussions there. There have been discussions in Cairo
between the American and British authorities, Brandt and
Shertok of the Jewish agency.

, (2) Gyorgy, who arrived from Vienna with Brandt on
May 19, was taken into custody by Turkésh officials on

May 25, released in a few hours, pleaded for assistance in
"escaping" to Syria, was documented for entrance into Allied
territory, and departed on a southbound Taurus express.

‘His present whereabouts are not definitely known here.

(3) Shertok of the Jewish agency -i8 proceeding to
London presumably for further digcussions of thisg matter,

~(4) Word has been received that the Gestapd»are'iery
angry about the failure of Brandt and Gyorgy to return to

German territory. The Gestapo is alleged to have indicated

that Brandt's Journey was merely a pre iminary to future
discussions to be carried on in Lisbon by 8chroeder, pre-
sumably a Gestapo agent, BRI e

(5) Although no such information vag-contained ‘in our
earlier reports with regard to this matter, it now appears
that Brandt has indicated in several informal conversations
that the German Government would be villing to agree that
the 10,000 trucks would not (repeat not) be used on the
‘Western front. o :

(6) We are requesting Ambassador Steinhardt to for-
ward~to you promptly Ankars deepatches Nos. 676 of June 5 -
and 679 of June & which supply additional background e
information with respect to this matter.
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SECTION TWO .

It is requested that this matter be taken up with the
Soviet Government in such menner as you deem appropriate
and all of the facts brouglit to the attention of the Soviet
Government promptly.

It should be emphasized to the Soviet Government that
neither this Government nor the British Government has been
deceived as to the character of this alleged offer of the -
German Government and that we have been convinced from the
outset that the offer is part and parcel of the German
psychological warfare effort. This is borne out particularly
by the facts which have now come to l1ight on the alleged
German willingness to guarantee that the trucke would not
be used on the Western front.

On the other hand, we do not wish definitively and
preemptorily to refuse even to consider such offers as are
made. It is our view that by appearing to explore such
matters we not only have the possibility of saving lives
while the discussions are going on, but also clearly leave
the way open for further offers which we anticipate and which

might possibly be mede—in—geod—faith. ﬂt%%’,

Any further developments will, of course, be promptly .
brought to your attention for the information of the Soviet
Government and no action will be taken without prior agree-
ment with the Soviet and British' Governments. S :

It is su%gested that you consult fully with the British
Anbassador with respect to this matter and in discussions _
with the Soviet Government make it clear, if the British =
Ambassador is in agreement, that the views expressed by you"
are also the views of the British Government.. The British
authorities here are in agreement. T :

Repeat to Ankara, Calro, and London. - If London hag not
already been furnished with such cables it should be gent
repeats of the following cables: (1) Cable to Moscow, No.
1460 of June 9; (2) No. to Moscow of June 21; and (3)
Cable to Moscow, No. 2184 of June 19. 2
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STATE TELEGRAM AND RECORDS

uﬂﬂﬁTRBL cPY ... A7 n /

This telegram must be

37

paraphrased before being Dated June 27, 1944 Ry
comrunicated to anyone R e T
other than a Government Rec'd 8:50 p.m.
AgGENCY. rlafsdinis -

F STATE
Secretary of State, DEPARTMENT 0

“lashington, JuN 29 1944

F
WiSION [e) RS
COMMU\’D‘HGP«T\ONS & RECO!

1173, June 27, 3 p.m.
F(;R THZ "iAR REFUGEE BOARD FROM THE AMBAS3ADOR
Ankara's 80,

Hirschmann has returned to Ankars after talking with

Brand in Cairo. His report will be f.rwarded by pouch

i as socn as possiblew..

RR REP = - ©
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v CONTRIL COPY

PRRAN Ry L TR T

AR REGTIVID

)

. /I’
FRert -amerlesn Leghbrion, oire ‘ Co
me *geratary of Stste, Géshingkon

S Y June 22, 1644
s e 176%
WA

Fanverte sande the folloving For Leevift of Jﬁérrar
‘ar Aefugns Bosrd,

Sieausslang cnve bean held eve Ly we with Hirso zana
veperiing Ervendb, who sseordlaz bo Shertok spd “Lreghzann
sfier ne war intervieved by them, le brllsvad tﬁvbe entirely
truatwarbhy snd rellible. Tirgcomann 1¢ now pureulng the
mairer vigorsusly vith Zteinbards gﬁé—ﬁighéaz gﬁ&ggritiaé.

1 beliave % dzvopt-at thxt Heandt ghauls e alloved %o

) returs b0 Suisrest. In nousrdance I é@k 1ust Lt ba ggcénmqadéi.
TUeR
A

® .
DECLASSIFIED -
State Dept. Letter, 1-11-72

By B 1. Parks ae SEP 27 1972







DEPARTMENT INCOMING: ~ 2 DIVISION OF

oF COMMUNICATIONS
STATE TELEGRAM AND RECORDS

ONTROL COPY "

7

GEM--112 Lisbon Cagifan /*« My r,
Distribution of

true reading only by Dated June 23, 1944

special arrangement

(——-7 ) Rec'd 9:15 a.m,

Secretary of State, - 7":fihrf

Washington.

1941, June 23, 10 p.m,
Ré}erring JDC 19 Mayer statés 100,000 Swiss-
francs were intended for purchase clothing which
Barlas made through Red Cross not for Shanghai. This
- : JDC 22 WRB 79 referring JDC 14 from Pilpil for LeaVitt;
.. Understand WRB attache Bern wiring Wéshington.latest
news Joel Brandt's proposition. Schwaftz*coﬁéulﬁing
Hirschman and others Palestine and TUrkey.rrHe is
i hoping to clear with Saly.
NORWEB

BB
RR

DECLASSIFIED -
Stato Dept. Lotter, 1.11.73

By R. H. Parks Date ER 27 1972
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* . DIVISION OF
" COMMUNIGATIONS"
AND REGORDS

i) CONTROL CoPY

DEPAS‘FF_'MENT f INGOMING

STATE TELE 'RAM

CEM<42: '

A ara
td
Distribubi 68 “aff. ="
true keading only by - Dated June 24, 1944

special arrangement.
Rec'd 11245 p.m,

Secretary of State,

Washington,

1151 June 22, 4 p.me

P U2 g
"OR THE WRB FROM THE AMBASSADO? OIS oF
Ankara No. 79. S
Barlasg of the Jewish Agency has informed me teday
that he is in receipt of a telegram from. the represen-
- 7 i:A“tatlve of the Jew1sh Agency in BudapeSu to the effect
.. ‘ B that the deportatlon of - Jews from Hunnary is- contlnulng
and that the Gestapo 1s “very angry":at developments
as the Journey ofgggghd and Georgy was 1ntended "only
2 . as a prellmlnary to future dlscu531ons to be‘carrlcd
on in Lisbon by’ Schroder of the Gestapo" The message
concludes with the statement that unless Brand aqd
Georgy return ‘immediately to Budapest "all efforts
are useless",
STEINE:RDT

WSB
RR

DECLASSIFIED 4
State Dept. Letter, 1.11.73 ~
SEP 271 1972

By RH. Parks Date M=
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PARAPHRASE OF TELUGRAM REC"IVLD
s

FROM? American Legatlion, Calroc °© m

TO: Secretery of Stete, Wasxvlngtonf n r{g@ﬂ
- 9” -n'-.ﬁ%-q

DATED? June 22, 1944 rg T TR

NUMBER? 1?46
. ,;

Following hes been reve:ted to Ankara,

Today Ira Hirschmann of the lor Refugee Boerd vse vresented
by the Legetlon to Lord Moyne, British Minleter Resldent, with
whom“arrangements were made %o interview Joel Brandt at Stein-
hordtts request, Also on the eame affair, Bhertok of tﬁe

arrived
Jewigh pageney/in Calro today &t noon en route to London, ;It
was euggested by Lord Moyne that irschmenn should aiso progeed
there but Hirschmann lg actingrunéer instructione from
Stelnhardt %o consids (*) nkzra firs* slthough if necessary
he was willing to proceed to Lonﬂon.
1t wap polnted out byuLord @yne that ae‘any declslons

in thils wstter are for highest level , LOUdOﬂ»W?e tne place

wihers complete coordination ¢ould be seéuréd:mn;t rneﬂlly.
For the 24th ve have erranged Hirschmann'e return- o’

Apkara,

TUCK

DECLASSIFIED

State Dept, Letter, 1-11.7
bi: .&? 1972

) By R H.ParksD |7 SR
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE FILE

June 21, 1944

Cable No. 2184 of June 19, 1944, from Moscow, was brought to my
attention about 5 P. M. on June 21, 1944, 77

The matter was prompbly discussed and at 5:30 P; ¥. on June 21 -
I called Hayden Raymor and asked him to send the following M
mediately to Steinhardt and repeat it to Harrimen in Moscow:

nThere is repeated to you herewith cabie No. 2184 from the

pmerican Embassy et Moscow. In this comection you will

Vrefer to our cable No. 514 of Juné 9.

uplease teke no, repeat no, further action of any

. naeture with respect to this matter pending further

instructions.?




B ]




PARAFHASS OF TEEGRAN sm:m gﬂﬁm 0 Z, “ﬁgf‘f

FROM: Secretary of State, Washington R VUL A

T0: American FEmbassy, Ankara Da/(&%"jﬁ(eb e
Kegan letfer 12/5/7¢

DATED: June 20, 1944

HUMBER: 556 ' - . ..

&

COMRIDRNTIAL

The following is for Steinhardt!s information,

Moscow has been sent Deparﬁment's message Number 1460 of
June ¢, 9 a.m,, which 1s a repetition of Department's Number 514 of
June 9, 9 a.m., For Ankeral's information, we reneat herewith Moscow's
message Number 2184 of June 19, midnight, o

Wlth reference to Embassy's message Number 2142 of June 15,
2 p.m, and Department's Number 1460 of June 9 9 a;m, in connection
with proposals of War Refugee Board, s secret note from Vyshinski
dated June 18 has reached the. Embassy. The'zlqte decléres that the
details of Embassy's comﬁlunication of ‘June l5{Wer'e called to,’v:th_(-;
attention of the Soviet Govginmenf and Vyshinski: has'beén tbld“‘;hry,
the Soviet Gov‘ernnlent to say that any discus'sions Vllhatrséever with ‘the
German Government on the matters mentioned in the Em'bassy's c}Jmmu.n:Lc-

ation are deemed neither wise nor allowable.

HULL SR

ncn/ig%;ziv*
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FROM:
TO:
DeTED
NIYBE

the s

-

¢

.;7/,., /<§//<Z€/

ORRECTED COPY OF PARAPHRASE OFSTELEGRAM RECEIVED
American Consulate General, Jerusalem .

Secretary of State, Veshlngton

: June 19, 1944 l}
R: 82 {} ?{;{!}{_ {:(}1 i’
‘ T

It ia requested by Shertok thet Nehum Goldmann recelve ‘
ubstance of the following uessage:

The British Embassy hes probebly Llnformed you of
the offer by the Nezie %o evacuste, ovrimerily from
Hungsry, the remnants of European Jewry. dJoel Brandt,
trusted Hungarlan Zioniat, brought the message and waB
sent to Istesnbul May 19 on Wehrmacht plzne with 2 view .
to return Qithln two or three weeks with the reply.
Tne offer ostenaslbly wes %o exchﬁnge Jews'for godds
of specified kinds snd amounts. Thé_evacueeg vere to’
nroceed to Soa&ggé On recelipt of faﬁbfabié fenly cén— ;
cerning the whole scnene the "Pirst substentiasl transoort

was to be sent out ultgnut consiaeraoion. The conditiona

of the exchenge sounded fantaetic but 1% ves decideﬂ to biﬁf

eyplore it. WP imaedistely iniormed the 41gn bomnissioner"
who reported to London in full with reouest thet B

Yashington and-you be advised. Fvery nosﬂlb1e ald wae

given by tne Comnlssioner to aarist me to proceedfto

Turkey for the purpnose of interviewing Brendt, :My 

denorture

BRSNS DECLASSIFIED
g , Stato Dept. Lotter, 1.11.72

By R. H: Parky Date ] .
' TEPRY 1972
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r’hould be teken at once with a view to eegiﬁwe ’e

.
D

deperture was delaye& because of viaes difficulfies, AL
Ale=vo I eventuslly met Bran&t, It vas originally sgreed
by British eurhorities Jerusalem Istanbul thaet Brandt
gaould return to Turkey with a view top;g;gggén%o Hungsary
from there but his trensportation to CGsiro, where he ;

1s detsined, was ordered by higner qusrters. Istenbul

is nev belng informed by our friende in Budapest that
everything will be lost unless Brandt returne at once.
Pollowling my report the ctoncluslons of the execubtives
sre tnst whlle the exchange proposition wmsy be mere

eye wash snd that there ie & possibility of ulterior

notives, it must be assumed thzt 1% ig not improbable

- that even vreliminary negotiztions ﬁlght result in a

substsntlal number belng epved, Aacord ng to- lnfowmation
received by ug 1% was agreed by Eden during conversatlon -
with Weltzmann“%&gt the nollcy shou‘d be-to galn tlme to;
aﬁold the other side obt aining the imnresslon thet the
Allles are -slammlng thé door and refuslng to even givg‘,
the metter cqnslderotlpno Although the:hqlpfulness of’
this attitude L1s sprreclated, 1t le féu by us that
more ig.werranted. It hae been oroposed that qteps
exploring
ﬂossibillty of meeting with Germen renreﬂentativee g8y
in Nedrié or Liebon Tor the purpose of discussing the

rescue or Jeve urging at the ssme tlme that pending the

meeting




N

meeting deportstliong snd slaugnter ‘be dlscqntinea at
once. Intergovernmental Refugee Commitiee, Wer Refugee
Boerd, Red Crose or any other sultablﬁ“ggqncy might be
the body svneering on benglf of the Alliesn It has sleo
been urged that Brandt return at onee %o report that tng
negeage has been delivered znd thet actlve consideratlion
is belng glven %o 1%, I have also requested urgent
priority for me %o Tly %o London. It is requested that
you z¢t in accordance with thils.

A message similar %o thisg hes been sent through the

Britlisn Government %o Welzmann,

o . PINKERTON

:HL ’M,-‘.;
6/28/44 )
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. PARAPHRASE OF TELEGRAM SENE) 270. 27 )
: KR URET R

FROM:  Amembassy, Ankara ,
Tyt R TRt
PoT - Secretary of State, Washigpgton B i>

DATED: June 19, 1944
NUMBER: 6546

E

\ ]
FOR ATTENTION OF THE AMBASSADOR.
The Department was today informed by the British
Embassy here that Joel Brand arrived Calro June 14 and . .
that on June 20 Shertok of the Jewish Agency is expected. i ' -
there. The British Enbaa.sy presumes that Brand and - i
Shertok are proceeding to Cairo with the expectation of

confering with the British Resident Mintster, Lord Koyne.

'HULL

" DECLASGSIFIED
Stato Dept. Letter, 1-11-72

By R. H. Parks Date, §EP 27 . 1972.
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FARA IRAST, OF PTLIORAN R :C“lV'n

Americrn Consulste General, %?;*ﬁ§%¥703
J G RIVIRlci e

1 Tzeretary of State, VYacllngtonm
v H June 1'..’, 1544 Q ” ‘\ pr\ MUL% t

e a1 gﬁ ¥
LUPY
Tie following releevcd 0 Ankara,

Cih o referedes to the oo wndets At e opetorte” x“ut

Tre Sev.o s rece LIy oand

3  R=lecce of Jews, Tetdt - of

woter v weena givan $o tha ohgh Govllaeioner for Urrisamigsion

to Tarien aleo for repetiflon o Tae Nersriment, el Brondd

wi:d vohsd o2 laterngtiery, Rag bsen int /le“e@ ny Lainriok of
oo Jerlen Aosney The int rview took nlzee at Als=eo in the

© Britlsh. Army offlcer after the F reiun Offlece
he! been consulted snd subzocaently prandt P Leren tn

Coiro under 8ritish egenrt where ¢ 1g nov belns ueld, 1t is
- L= 4

etoted by Soertok that iw rs'eu,elfor retu?n tc Hu*’fry Le

aucetloneble but repreeentatlons hcve b#eu ﬁ :e to Live Jigh

Commissioner by boe Jewishrégangy th;hvhs quhll beg wzrmltted

to return in order to prevent Drua: 1‘ oi'f ueyotl~tiﬁn" thue :

geining tl & to sscertain the true motlvas Jf the uPTdﬁnS in'
mp’lnf tne. ‘offer., -1t aas aleo been GJgT‘Qt d bv-bié{hgency bhat

meeting ovcgr between Axligd and Gevman aeleg;tiong,bub that the

Aliled detsgstlon be selectoed ao that no impllcitloh might»be, ] .
dravn tn-t any subjlect other than refugees was being'diecuceed.;
The “igh Coumiesioner agrced: to send these ViéwsfﬁQihonﬁOﬁ‘&ndw

faoilltine for eérly traveling %o london hnve baen reouested

by Shertox.

DECLASSIFIED S
State Dept. Letter, 1-11-72 I“‘<?TON

By R. H. Parks Date SE
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COUUN 19 1944

My dear Mr. Secretary;

I am pleased to gend Jou herewith a aopy of the ;6port
of the War Refuges Board fop June 5 to June 10, 1944.

I should 1ike to point out for the record one developrent
of the past wepk which does not Sppear in the encloged report because
of its extremely seoret nature, Through Anbasgador Steinhardt and

the British wa have basn advised of a German proposal for the release
of Jews from eneny terrdtory submitted 0 the Jewish Agency in Paleg-

leseage is that the Nasis are ready to evacuate ane

Hungary, Rumania, Csechoslovakia and Poland to Spain and Portugal in

return for the delivery of 10,000 motor trucks and cortain Quantities
Since 1t 1s felt that sericus sug- -

gestione by the Germans to releass Jews which are gompatible with the

of coffae, tea, cocoa and soap,

. that he 1is personally handling the matter in , 3
~ Sinoerely yours, - 7
[S1ened) I.¥. Penls

J, W. ll’ohlo,
Bxocutive Director

The Honorﬁble,
The Secretary of War.

hqlomrc.

W DR e b

) important to kesp the door open -
while the matter is baing oxplored, The problen wag discussed with
Hirschmann before he departed for Turkey and Steinhardt is advising
Brandt of Hirschnam's eapeoted arrival and the fact that he ig - -
acquainted with thig Governzent's views on the proposal, - The sole pure
Pose of conveying this fact to Brandt ts to let it be known that thig -

" Governnent has not closed the door on the proposition. The British and -
Soviet Enbassies have bsen adviged ‘of our action and 1t 18 ‘expa S
that the Tepresantatives in Turkey of thesge countries will discuss -the
whole matter with. Steinhardt, Incidntnlly, we. have just received g
cable from Steinhardt indicating that he undsrstands our pPosition and
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JUN 19 1944

My dear Mr. Secretary;

I am pleased to send you herewith a copy of the report <
of the War Refugee Board for June 5 to June 10, 1944.

I should 1ike to point out for the resord one development
of the past week wiich does not appear in the enolosed report because
of its extremely seoret nature. Through Ambagsador Steinhardt and
the British we have been advised of a German proposal for the releass
of Jews from enemy territory submitted to the Jewish Agency in Pales-
tine by Joel Brandt, a Zimnist representative in Hungary who recently
arrived in Istanbul accompanied by s Hungarien Gestapo agent. Brandit's
message is that the Nasis are ready to evacuate one million Jews from
Rungary, Rumania, Csechoslovakia and Poland to Spain and Portugsl in
return for the delivery of 10,000 motor trucks and certain quantities
of coffes, tea, cocos and soap. Since 1t is felt that serious sug~
gestions by the GQermans to relesse Jews which are compatible with the
prosecution of the war should not be rejeoted outright but should be
given consideration, and since we have not been able to mikes. 8 defini-
tive Judgment as to the character of this offer, ‘Ambassador Steinhardt

:” has béen adviesd that we fesl it is important to keep the door open

while the matter is being explored. The problexn wae discussed with
Hirgchmarn before he departad for Turkey and Steinhardt is advising
Brandt of Hirschumann's expected arrival and the fact that he is . .
acquainted with this Government's views on the proposal. The sole pur- -
pore of .conveying this faot to Brandt is to let 1t be known that this -
Government has not closed the door on the proposition. The British and
Soviet Exbassies have besn advised of our action and it is expacted. -
that the repressntatives in Turkey of thass countries will discuss the
whole matter with Steinhardt. Inoidentally, we have just received a -
cable from Steinhardt indicating that he understands our position and
that he 1s personally handling the matter in Ankara.

Sincirely yours,

Jeo W, P.hl‘
Exeoutive Director
The Honorable, :

The Secrstary of State.

Enclosure,

(S1gned) 3.0, Pehlé : : B e
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JUN 19 1942

My dear Mr. Seorsiary:

I am encloaing herewithr g eopy of the
r;ﬁgrt of the War Refugee Board for June 5 to June 10,
1

I ghould like to point out for the record one

development of the past week which does not appear in

the enologed report beoaumse of its extremely seoret naturs.
Through Ambassador Steinhardt and the British we have

-been advised of o German proposal for the relesse of Jows
from enemy territory submitted to the Jewish Agenoy in
Palestine by Joel Brandt, a Zionist representative in
Hungary who reoently arrived in Istanbul -aocompanied by

a Hungarian Gestapo agent. Brandt's messape ig that the
Nazis are ready to evacuate one million Jews from Hungary,
Rumania, Czechoslovakis and Poland $6 Spain and Portugal
in return for the delivery of 10,000 motor trucks and
oertain quantities of coffec, tea, ¢otoa and soap. . Since
it is felt that serious puggestions by the Germens to -
release Jews which are gompatidle with the proseoution -

of the war ghould not be rejeeted ocutright but should be
glven conglderation, and sinoe we have not heen able to
make a definitive Ju nt as to the charaoter of this
offer, Ambassador Steinhardt has béen advised that we féel.
it is Amportsnt to keep the door ggen while the matter is -
" belng explorsd. The problem was diascussed with Hirsohmann
before he dsparted for Turkey and Steinhardt ig advising
Brandt of Hirschmann's expected arrival and the faot that
he is acquainted with this Government's views on the pro=
posal. The gole purpose of conveying this faot to Brandt
1s to let At be known that this Government hse not closed
the door on the proposition. ' The British and Soviet
Bubasgles have been adviged of our action and it 18 6x= :
pected that the representatives in Turkey of thede countriea




w2 -

will dlgouss the whole matter with Steinhardt. Inoi-
dentally, we have Jjust received & cable from Steinhardt
indicating thet he understands owr vosition and that he
is personally handling the mstter in Ankara.

Sinoerely yours,
‘v;éua(‘l] dolle mi

J. W. Pohle
Executive Director

The Honorable,

7 _The Seoretapy of the Treasury,

Enalosuye.
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PRV ‘Atericsn Ib

deference ls wcde “srevith to Departuentt- csble4of June 9,
ot
Fo. 10T, mad Guberzyts crble of June 13, Lo, c1fe, concerning
mrococcle of toe Yepr Wefuee bBor nd,

“here ce bDren recelved by the nabregy fro. Vyeninaki a

cecret note daoted June 13 astating thet trere
. £

brourint
to t.e oitestian of t .2 Soviet Government Goo conte to of

ed June 15, and thst Viys insky hog

oen

Joviet Governypent to stote tirt 1% doee

o nat coansider it rpermissible or expedlent to carry ~n rny
o S conversztions rlistecever vibh t'ie German Government .on the”
“weztlons wileh the note from.the & 2y touched uton,
A
y K
GARRIY
e

) , - :

' DECLASSITIED : :

State:Dept. Letter, l'élE"’f? o :

By KR p SEP 27 1972 P

v R lelnrks Date___ i

:

i

E

. |







—_—  Budapest, den 15.%.44 -

»Iﬁ Zuéammanhang mit den Verhantlungen dls Josl Breand -
gefushrt hat, uebarnahﬁen wir Ale Verpflichtung an jenen ~tellen,
welche rfis “uéenfrage in Haenden haben, gewlsse Warennengen zur
Verfuagung Zu Stellen. 4ls Gegenleibtung fuer dlevharenllefer-
ungen, wasren ”munsohenleben d.n. die ~evortlerungen wusrae n"
abgestsllt werden.

Untszw dan beansvruchtsen égren sind hauptsaachiich solchs,
wezlcha von dex Aiwiibevoal(orung benoetigt werden, wie z,s,
Cacao, «~edikemente, maennerhemden, ate,

Unsec:ran Lontrahsnten versprachen wir, dlere .arsn Vo Ausg-
lané zu Dssorgen, haben absr Cort sofort =rhebungen eingeleitet
und Aktlonen uatergenomuen, cisse ware auf den Uebleten, wélcne
untsr sontrolles der achse stshen, auf'zubringen, -iese “ktion,
welcne von Julius Link geleitst wird (er selbst hav- die Sacne

7lgemer&t:

1n ‘lsser Form angeregt) versoricht auch irfolg. W
€8 handelt sich nicht uw ~&rsn, welchs von Usbersee eingefushrt
werden sollen (such diese Yrage war Gegenstand der Walabung von
Brand, welche Verulnbarungen er diesoezuegllch araussch istroffen
hat, wissen wir noch nicht) sonoern 3 uarpn, walcne duf hiesigén
Gebieten bereits vorhended sind und nur elng=sarmelt unm vdnr

uns bezahlt verden messen,

b uezahlung,dieser aren muss in Sfr, éffolgeﬁ 2@ma1 nurf
aul’ ciege welse Yarsn gekauft ueluen koenncn. e erste anche
soll in aller&uerze@tpr 4elt zur koxicflung gelan&an und- hibzu_
wird ein Kahmen von ca, 8,000,000 lirs] quOPdJPllch zu 331n.,~in s
jenem ﬂusmasse, wi° wir dleae war—'bereit tallen werdeng Wird‘
seitens des hont*ahenten in der Judensache gev1sqe urlalghterungen
gostattet werden, sunaschst goht es 1 die urr“ttung von vielen
100.000den vor: der Ueportetion und oer oemit verbundenon voi5en,
88 muss dsher uns geholfen worden, dxese Aktion zur Ausfuehrunp
zu bringen. }

Von JUC erwartet man dis iilfe in der lioehe ﬁon‘lO;OO0.000

% ein Betrag, der Wohl als hoch angeschen werden kann, im




Verhealtnls zur Cro:scs dar --offnungen dle duren gekmuepft

girs, “och 8l3 gans mwinimal angssshen werden muss.

[y

In baicdan Fazllen also in Gen ersten erwsshnten £.000,000

Fre, slso suchfin der wollarflvage, handelt es sich, wenn anders

nicht mongl ¢, un ~ln Larlchanf%welches nach Krisgsende von
¢arn Judanv rrio2ien rﬁ?okgezahlt wsraen kKoennte.

cein Vorschleg waerac:

dirdpe Firanzianazliteeben moegen in belden Pasllen dis
ar7arde. lichan wwmren in form von rarlenen zur Verfuegung
stellsn, :1ls -=ckunz fusr -iese -arlehen wuerde die jued.

Gamoaindz in 3u’sonst, deren uanbewsyrlicnss Vsrmoegen sllain

wett usbsr fu-nfzig-sschzig wllilonen .ollar ausmscht, mit

itrer rezeriban Yoveroecon heitan. e tetails moegen wurerseits

raschest avspeerboitet werdsn.

[ore

Yoer 1st “ia Loeglichksit vielen nunderttausanden von Juden

zv relfsn, bezw. & Leben zu erhalten, es darfl kelne Zeit

i verloran gshen, virsuchan -1z slles im inteérssse des Gdingsns

L dlrmesr Altion zu untaeneiuzen,
Fir wuesseh ennelnien, Las3 unsere aontrahsnten es mit dem
Antreg arnst meinen,

Joe




Han
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PARAPFHASE OF THLEGRAY NECEIVED
American Embassy, lioseow

Secretary of ftate, Washington

e CONTRGL ooy

2)52

b '

“e¢ neve transmdlited to the foviet Government by a note

Goted June 15 the pertinent informstion contsined ln Departmentts

czhle of June %, No. 1480, to Ankara with resgpect to the

~ropogel for the relesse of Jews from enemy territory,

el

HARRIBAN
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CORRBCTION OR
PARAPHIASS OF PoLIGRAL mm;{xﬁ]f » T
FoaQis amerlcan smhassy, HMosocow T
701 Seoratary of stete, Weahifipténi 7 L3
Pt Juue 15, 194k gjg%é E“ﬁ a,_ ﬁ?}?
NUR'B:ee 2152 s

This messaege wes erroneousl;y merked 2142, Ylerce change

the seriel numbor ifrom 2142 to 2152,

el
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DEPARTMENT INCOMING * _ DIVISION OF

. OF S M. - COMMUNIGATIONS
17 STATE “amamaiESRAM N\ "AnD RECORDS
ot SEW’Y’{‘E’}' e it
‘_“Lc % B A VS IR ",”;”: :

15 K‘.»L Ty @

MJB-950 . “Lisbon

Distrilntion cf
true reading only by %} %é%ram- 86
special arrangement

- )'. B R =2
D F BEPRRTHENT OF STATE
DIVISION OF =

Secretary of State,

JUN 161944
Washington, .
COMMUN%MTMNS
) AND ) B
1815, June 13, 4 p.m, ' Rgpﬁps‘"”
v

Proposal referred to our May ‘4, your MaleS
came from Josl Brahd-from Hungary visitor Mayers.
Brand Just visited Resnik Istanbul and przsumably
"~ -now talking Jewish agency Palestine. Saly knows
of these travels of. Brands and thinks Brand officlally
represents Jew1sh communlties Hungary and Slovakla,~
possibly also Roumanla. This ﬁiﬁi Leaeﬁtt from Pllpel
WIDG- 14 -WRB 68. Saly thlnks Brand reliable. (Cdmmer;rtl
after war not’ p0351ble.7 - " R o ]
+Union orthodox Rabbis‘Uﬁited States Canada askéd"
- for huge sum this ournose by Rabbi Joseph Sternbusch
in behalf Rabbl FTeudiger Hung ry. Brand Freudlger
members same - commi tteo but ‘unable combine erforts.‘
Schwartz has all informations’ WRB Switzerland knows
of reference to Washington of Freudiger -sternbusch
proposition. Sternbusch walting for answet,

- DECLASSIFIED
State Pept. Letter, 1-11-72

L : NORWEE. ByB.H.Pn.rks nngLg'f 197( ‘A
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DEPARTMENT ’: INCOMING M S DIVISION OF -

OF
STATE

“ GOMMUNICATIONS
TELEGRAM \  AND RECORDS

GEM=77 Ankarae
Distributior. of . . .
true reading only be Deted June 12, 1944

specinl arrengement.

T ) Rec'd 11 o Do [hs
Secretsry of Strte,

Washington.

10?5, June 12, 10 p.m.

FOR THE WAR REFUGEE BOARD FROM THE AMBASSADOR

Department 's 514, June 9.

Ankara No. 74.

I have discussed the subject matter of the Depart-
ment's telegram under reference with the BPltlShVAmb%Sj
sador who 1nforms me that Brand and Gyorgy proceeded
to Syria,vthe former on June 1 and the 1atter on JUne 5.
Although a Turkish viga for Shertok of the ‘Jewlsh: agency
wag: telegraphed to Jerusalem a week ago, he has 1nformed
Barlas in Instanbul that he is not (repeat not) comlng
to Turkey. Whlle nelther the BPltlsh ‘Embassy nor we
are 1nformed as to Brand*s pnesent whereabouts,\we assume
thaet he is now either in Jerusalem or in touch’ wiLh the
Jeviish Agency there., If Brand has not returned to
Purkey by the time Hirschmann arrives here or is not

expected immediately thereafter, 1t may:be desirable

for Hirschmaﬁi

DFCLASSIFIED
State Dept Letter, 1.11. 72

By 1t 3L Parks Dute SEP 27 1972
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4 R -

-5+#1055, June 12, 10 pim., from Ankara,

for Hirschmann to go to see him,

I am entirely in accord with the view expressed by
the bozmd that until a definitive judgment as to. the
character of the offer in question has been arfived at,
it is important that the door be:kept’open for furthef
explofation of the matter and that every effort be made
to convince the Germans that cur government is seriously
concerned with the problem of the rescue and reiief of
the Jews and other victims and is willing to consider
any genuine proposals. ' ‘

I have inférmed Baplas~:podaj'§f,Hirschmann's impend-
ing arrival and that he will be fully a,'c'quginted_ with
the views of the board ponéﬁrhing fhé‘propééaivand_ﬁéve

requested him to convey the,forégoing “to Bfaﬁd,

A £ s STEINHARDT *

WsB
CSB
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ORIGNAL TEXT OF TELEGRAY BENT

FROM: gecretary of State, Waghington
7o American Embasgy, Moscow - o
DATeD? * June 9, 1944

e CONTROL GOPY

There follows 5 revebition of the Depertmentts 514;
of June 7, 1944 to Ambagsador Stelnhsrdt at Ankara:
(itere. quotee Depesrtment's No. 514 of June 9 to Ankara). -
The foregolng informatien saould be~conﬁeyed to the
Soviet fOovernment whoge particulasr sttention should be called
to the fect that the Unlted States Governmentvis létgrested
primerily in keening the question opeﬁiaﬁ@'thﬁt‘ccﬁsultatibnv
wit: the Britienh end Soviet Governments §111'tgkevﬁlace:beforé

iy understanding with the Germsne 1is ehfere&'lntb;

HULL

DECLASSIFIED
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ORTGINAL TEXT OF TELEGRAM SENT

FROM: Secretary of State, Washington

™ American Embassy, Ankara &ﬁ60pﬁ4;;¢;;%v
} ,

DeTED: ~ June 9, 1944 " ; ; .
HUMB R 514 - BONTRGL QOPY
W : g

>

POR AD DDADOR STEINHARDT'S, ATTENTION, ANKARA, TURKEY
reference Le made to your Ankara No. r3, dated Hay 28,
for tne War Refugee Board, concerning a oroposal for the release
of Jews from enemy territory submitted to Barlas by Joel Brandt,
This proposal was the subject of én Aide Yemoire
- 7 delivered to the Den"rtment by Lord Helti fax on June. 5, With
A the Aide Memoire there wvae transmitted the text of [ elegram
zeceivnd by the British Foreign Office from tne 11gh COﬂmiasioner,'
Jerucalem concerning the proposal An queation.r For your

2 - . information tne following 1a the text of the sa*d tPlegram'

0 5

Telegram No, 685
From¢ -High Commiésloqer;nJerusaiEm
Tos Foreign Offlbe

Ben Gurion and Shertok came to see ‘e tn i 8 morning and
atated -ag f6llows! . .

i greclel messenger stprted from Turkey on May . 22nd and’
rercned Jerusalem ¥ay 24th bringing them statement. from theilw
rﬁnreaent tives 1n Istanbul (Barlps eto. ) to following effect.

. . On May 19th well known and trusted Zionist representativo
7 in Hungary Joel Brandt errived 1in German aircraft in Istenbul
from Vienna accompanied by a Hungarisn Gestapo agent vho has
several allases (e.g. Andrew George, Andrew Gross) and who 8o
far as 1s known is atill in Turkey. Brandt has:been sent to .
Turkey with this nan.as watcndog by high Gernan Gestapo chiere

1n Budapest

- DECLASSIFIED : g : ;
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3
in Budapest to vlace the following orde: before Jewish leaders
in Palestine, %ngland snd Americs, and before the high Allied
suthorities. - ' i

As an alternztive to complete annihilation of sll Jews
remaining in Hungery, Rumanie, Czechoglovekis and Poland, the
Nerig are ready %o evecuate one million Jews from these countries
to Srzin snd Portugal (though not, as they specifically stated,
to Palegtine). In return they require delivery of 10,G00 motor
lorries and certezin quantitPes of coffee; tea, cocoa and 808D,
As sn sct of good faith they are prepsred, once the offer hss
been sccepted in principle to relesse first batch of five.to ten
thousend Jews before recelpt of corresponding coneiderstion,
They ere alec prepared to exchenge Jews against Germen prisoners
of war, IFf the offer ls rejected they will proceed witn their
rrogresne of vholesale liculdaetion, The emisssry must return to
Budspeet with o reply within a fortnight from May 19th.

2. Brendt has the impression that these negotistions
can be orolonged 1f evidence is forthcoming that scheme is being
earnestly consldered in nigh Allied gusrters, It 1s =1leo k
belleved thet substitution of cash payments in Svitszerland for
Geliverles in kind wholly or in part 1s not to be excluded and
both sides barter trensaction, nsmely evscustion ené-compensation
cen be reslized by succecsive stages, . - -

3.” Brandt reports that 300,000 Hungz-sn Jews sre already
tierded in ‘concentretion camps &8 a preliminary to:devort-tion. Lo
The rounding up of other Jews 18 in progrese, Plans have been”
mede for dally deportstion to Polish sleughter liouses ofi12,000
Jews of <eans but this 1s oresumed to rsve been deferred pending:
negstistione, Thie:report of the position in Hungery is° said to
be fully corrnborated by varlous Hungsrisn Jewish eye witicases
vito rezened Palestine on May 24th, : IR PR

4, In the light of the -above And past’ experignce ageney
feers theot the fate of Hungsrian, OUzechoslovak and Rumahian Jews
is serlcsd unless they can be saved in time and "they firmly hope
that the maynitude -and seemingly fantastic character of the
pronoeition will not deter the high Allied authorities from.
undertsking a concerted and determined effort to ssve.the - ;
greziest poseible number, They fully realize the over-whelming
difficulties but believe they might not nrove insurmountable 4f
the taex 1ls faced with boldnese demsanded by unprecendented’
cataetronhet, ) . : L E

C 6. - Bhertok is proceeding to Istanbul as goon.as he
can (i,e, vrohcbly within o few days) for a more comvlete .
elucidation of the facts and will report to His Msjesty's
Ambazesador. Anvara, s

6. ngen6y5b
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6. Agency 1s keeping.all the above information strictly

eecret and wishes us to do livevise but they =sk that His MajJesty's

Covernment sh~uld at once ecommunicate it on the same terma to

ves ington and thrt the eole excentions to the official secret

eniould be

(A) Dr. Weizman personally to be informed by His
Maleaty's Government,

(B) Dr, Goldman personally to be informed by the
Unltec States authorities, '

I enculred wihether the egency deeired any other
erecific ectlon than communlcetions referred to in nrececing
ccragrepa vending Shertok's enculries anc report to His
Heﬁe#ty's Ambrsssdor Ankara, and they revlied in the negetive,

"'e ere informed that the British Ambresador 2t Ankara
fms been instructed to 5iscuss this matter vith you in the strictest
confidence, v

Ye have dlecussed thie metter with Ira Hircchmann who
l1e sc..efuled to leave for Turkey on June 11, He i1l éoﬁvéy our
viéws more fuliy—to you when he arrives, : :

e egrée with the Biritsh ﬁh?t'seridué:sﬁégesﬁibﬁg.hy
the Germane to releace Jevws ahd.otheffpeﬁs¢chﬁéd:minoritieafhhich
ere compatible wifh thé éuﬁéeéafgl ﬁrdéééutibn 6f:§ﬁe'ﬁar.éhoﬁid
not be rejected outright but ehould be given consi_:éér'e.t’ion.

o e
Walle ve neve nok, of course, been able to make & definitive

~Judgment as o the cherseter of the'orfer'in questiqn,'we féeli

that 1€71923§§9r§$n$ 1D %BBD INB BBLY oren wb)lé'fhgg;ééttqg ggia'
belng explared, 7 ) ‘ .

Althougﬁ we obviously could noét enter 1ﬁt;;aﬁyi*
underatanding with the Gerﬁéna in a matter of ﬁhié kind ékcept:;. )
after consultstion with both the British and. the Soyiéﬁicoéerﬁﬁenté;
ve feel,stronély that pending further developmenté addr ' 7

. discussione with

.
I
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-l
#nd éiscugsions with tqese two govefhments every effort should be
aade to convince the Ger&éns that this Government 1is suffldiently )
concerned with thie vroblem that it is willling to consider‘genulne
~rorosals for thie rescue end relief of the Jews end .other vietims,
Accordingly, you should arrsnge to convey to Joel Brandt
=t once turough Berlas or otuerwise tine fset thet this Government -
1a sencing a Brecilal Revresentestive of tihwe VWar Refugee Bo:srd to ’
Aurere, whe 1s fully accuslnted with the views of this Government
concerning tﬁe rro-osel, It should be indlcated that thls-repre~ - -
centetive will e.rive 1In An¥ars within 2 fortulght, .
For your informatlon, the sole puriose of conveying this
fect to Brendt ics to let it be known that this Government has
. not cloeed the door, Hirsehmann will, of course, sct onl&‘underiﬁ
your .nstructions, ) i »
-~ Ve sre advising the British Embsésyunére—;f iﬁiéf
ection. Plesee s-viee us'ﬁrgently of'alljdevelbpmeﬁﬁslénd 5ny
further informstion which you nay %g?e. befégoing WQF’Pepééfeé"‘
to LAmerican Embaséy, ¥ogcow to he trene@itted tokSoviét,

Governnment,

HULL.
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weleronce is .:efe to your juviare So. 63, dated May 95, for
the wer ..efugee soard, concornin§ & sropossal for the re Laaae of
Jews from enewy territory subnitted tQA arles by Josl fpandt,

“his proposal wes the subject of en ilue Uewoire dellversd
to the Departament by Lord slifax on Junc 5. .Ath the fide “suoire
_there was traasmitted the text of & telesran received Ly the iritish
forelgn Uffice from the iigh COIL§S:10HEP, arusalon, coneerning the
proposal in question. For 3 your inforasztion the following s the
text of the seid tele rem:

[Here take in text of atinched tolepram]

Je are bidoramed that tho british ﬁmbasaador at fnkare hes been ®
instructed to discuss this amstter with you in the sirietost eonfidence.

<8 have dlsoussed this mettcr with Ire Tlrschna.n who is uc
vo Leave Jor Yurkey on June 1ll. e will conver sur viewms BOTE
o ¥ou when he arrives.

i

we spree with the Zritish thel serious s
15 release Jews and other porsecuted minorities
with txa sueecessful proscoution of the war should 205 ba reJacted
agubri;ht but shoeuld be zivea ennsliderabion. have noty,: 0;‘
coarse, veen able to muke & definiiive juuqnunt £8: tv tha chnpacher™
of the affer in guestion, we feel thet i3 is LdﬂQpbﬁiu o keep the
door open while this ,ﬂtuer ia belag exploved. B

Althouzgh we obviwasly eould not Q.bbr inbo any andéersboadisg with
2%

tha Ger 4 cont afler cﬂnual“ztion with -

seas in oa oaelbier of thlﬂ kind
both the 'r1t151 and the Soviet Govermmands, we fosl strangly that,
pending furthe xevelonaenta ond: diacuselong with Lhes o two "avurnaents
every offort suauld be smde to esavinge Lhe ! Grmans ‘thab-this: ugvcrmlcnt'
is suffislently concernsd with the nrotlea that it is nilliuﬁ Qe

eonsidor *enuine nropasels for the rescue and uliﬂf of the JCnS and
other VLc*i

s

ﬁcvnr'idLl rou should arr¢n&a to convey ia Jdnel: srezut at ouce
virough Barles or othiruisa tho fact that thig Govormaent is 5en&1ng
: ecial heorcsantative of the,uar Refuzeo Hoard Lo Ankars, who is
: fuliv acquainted with the views of this Government coucurn) o Lhe
pranvual. it vdﬂulu Le ;n&iuu.au thet this ravrcs»ntx”xvu will arrive’

For youp ln!ormntxnu, tho sole purpose of onvcving this fact to
frgudt Lo €9 lot it bo Inown that thie Covermment has noi closed tho
daops - Hirsehasnn wili, gf courso, ack only under your Lﬂﬁtlﬂctt7n30

%o are advising the fritish end ! oviet Embassies' here of thls ‘
thn. Please ad“ifﬂ us wrgently of all de volopnsnta and any farthor
’n crmL*ian which yau muy have,

sum%?nmzistmu 72 9 /z’?/j,.
6/7/% . By R. H. Parks Date Y.~ SEP 2 7 1972 7’
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Ankara, June 8, 194k,

Ko. 679. £MI\BQL COPY
A .
Subject: Transnittind¥a eport on the

Activities of lispresentatives of
the Jewish Commiunity of DBudapest.

The Honorable
The Secretary of State, -
¥ashington, .

Sir:

I have the honor to refer to my despatch Yo, 676
™\ of June 5, 194, and to enclose as of interest to the
Depurtment and the war Kefugee DBoard a further report
concerning the background and activities of Joel Brand
and Andre Gyorgy (alias Gross), prepared by Vice Consul
Lesiie A, Squires of the American Consulate General in
Istanbul. -

Respectfully yours,

L et

o : =
/G cnsare!

Cre cimgierer o K .
Steinhardt.-

/// Laurence A..

X Hnclosure: gy . L .
1. Copy of Repért.

¥ile lio. 840.1 x 820.02

LAS/pe

Original only {for Ozalid machine)

DECLASSIFIED -
State Dopt. Letter; 1-11.72

By R. H. Parks Date_SEP_27 1972
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Enclosure No, 1 to Despatch No. 679, dated June 8, 194,
from the American Embassy at Ankara,

coPrPY

AMERICAN CONSULATE, GENERAL
ISTANBUL, TURKEY
MEMORANDUM '

Subject: Activities of André Antol CGyorgy and Jeel Brand.

Date: June 4, 1944,

Introduction A

On May 19, 194k, the German courier plane fram Vienne ar-
rived in Istanbul with the following persons as unlisted pass-
engers: André Gross, alias André Antol Gyorgy, a Hungarian Jew
with a long record as a double agent; and Joel Brand, a Hungar-
ian Jew, by vecation a small manufacturer, but by choice an a¢-
tive Zionist and an agent in the Jewish underground.

Gyorgy arrived on a Hungarian spscial passport. Brand
used a German travel document, issued a few days previously in .
Vienna. Brand did not have a Turkish visa. Gyorgy's creden-
tials in this connection are uncertain. Both, however, entered
Turkey without difficulty, and remained free until May 25, 1944, a)
On that date they were picked up by the Turkish secret police
for questioning, Gyorgy on a smuggling charge, Brand for enter-
ing Turkey without a visa. S E

Within the next few hours, Gyorgy was released from custody,
announced that the Gestapo had ordered his return to Germany, - -
pleaded on bended knee before Allied intelligence officers for
asslstance in "escaping" to Syris, was documented for entrance
into Allied territory, and departed on a southbound Taurus ex-
press. : B S L j
During the same period, Brand remained under the nominal
supervision of the Turkish secret police, but returned to the
Pera Palag Hotel each evening under guard. He was released
from custedy on May 31, 1944, and departed for Syria and Pales-
tine on June.5, 1944. 3

He left behind "the Brand proposals,™ allegedly an official
German program to free the Jews in occupied Europs -in.exchange -
for nominal ashipments of food supplies, soap and 10,000 trucks
"to be used only on the Russian front,"

Background of Gyorgy

André Gross, allas André Antol Gyorgy, was born about forty »
years ago in Hungary. ' Little is known of his baokggound, but he . 4
hag been accepted as a double agent by both sides. ‘*{Note: A =~ : :i

]

full dossier on Gyorgy should bs available through Allied intelli- _ |
gence channels in Istanbul), R
Gtoti DECLASSIFIED - . o
te Dept. Letter, 1-11.72
p 271972

By R. H. Parke Dnte_,s_,F:__,
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During the past =ix months he has been used by Allied in-
telligence agencies, has certainly cooperated with the Gestapo,
has operated as a contact man between Jewish agencies in Istan-
bul and underground Jewlsh channels in German-occupied Europe,
and has engaged in profitable gold andidiamond smuggling on his
own account, o

Early in 1944 Gyorgy was used by an Allied intelligence
agency in Istanbul in connection with an attempt to plant a
radio in Hungary. Included in this conspiracy were Colonel
Hatz, then Military Attaché of the Hungarian Embassy at Ankara,
ard General Kadar, head of the counter-espionage section of the
Hungarian General Staff,

Wihile all details of the events transpiring after Gyorgy's
departure from Istanbul with the radio set are not clear, it is
at least certain that General Kadar was liquidated; his mistress,
in whose apartment the radio was found by the Gestapo, was placed
under arrest; and Colonel Hatz, who was recalled to Hungery, was
placed in a concentration camp. Of all those involved in the :
conspiracy, only Gyorgy appears to have escaped with a whole skin N
and a new job under Gestapo supervislon. '

The conclusion is inevitable and unescapable., It seems
clear that Gyorgy, already knmown as a double agent, sold out to
the Gestapo, either of his ovm cholce, or under pressure. The
resulting seizure of the radio by the Gestapo led to the appre-
hension of all other active participants in the action. - Gyorgy, i
on the other hand, turned up some weeks later in the:German cour-- -
jer plane at Istanbul, .

VBackground of Brand

Joel Brand was horn in Transylvania about thirty-elght years
ago. At an early age he moved to Germany with his.family, and
remained a resident of German territory until 1935, In that

A year he returned to Hungary where he has since residedc:

Brand speaks very little Hungarian. When questioned im
Hungarian, he answers in German, In explanation he, states that
his long residence in Germany, where he spoke German, and his re-
latively recent return to Hungary, heve made German his mother
tongue. . S : Ll Y

Following his return to Budapest in 1935, Brand established
a small knit-wear factory. This plant employs a maximum.of 40
employeses, and appears never to have been a financial success,
Brand himself states he has always been more -interested in Jewish
affairs than in his business,

Brand is merried and has two children, a mother and three
e sisters in Hungary, . .
Shortly after his return to Hungary from Gérmany; Brand apJ
pears to have become interested in the Zionist movement and in
other phases of Jewish affairs. Following the beginning of the

War o oo
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war, he became an active member of the Jewish underground, re-
ceiving money from Jewish leaders in Istanbul, and assisting in
the rescue of Jews from Poland.

Brand himself states: #"Tihave eaved .many Polish Jewa from
the very doors. of the gas chamber,"

In the course of this work for the Jéws, Brand came into
frequent contact with the counter-espionage section of the Hun-
garian General Staff. He not only admits that he has been in
touch with the Deuxiéme Bwreau in connection with Jewish mat-
ters, but implies that he has been of service on more than one
occasion, This is interesting in that the Hungarian Staff
has been, at least since 1939, a center of pro-German activity.
Brand's admission that he was in frequent touch with the G-2
of the Hungarian General Staff is the first link connecting ‘
him with the Gestapo. t

Within recent months Brand has been actively engaged in
Jewish rescue vork in Hungary. In this cornnection he has
been in touch with Jewish leaders in Istanbul, and has been
supplied by them with funds. One such contact was made by
Gyorgy on one of his trips for an Allied intelligence agency
and Colonel Hatz, at that time Hungarian Milltary Attaché in
Ankara.

While exact dates are not available, it appears probable
that this was the same trip Gyorgy made to plant an Allied
radio in Hungary, - Since it is known that the Gestapo broke bl
up this oombination, it seems probable that the Germans were
informed of the rdle played by Brand, and of :the fact that e ..
wag recelving money and documents from Istanbul through Gyorgy,

This belief is confirmed by Brand's admisslon on. one oc-'
casion that he had been arrested by the Gestapo, and that they
had found gold, American currency and correspondence from Jew—:
ish 1eaders in Istanbul in his poesession,

" In any event it geems certain that Brand is 11nked to the
Gestapo by a second bond through the discovery of his dllegal .
pro~Jewish activities. ; s

Ezglanation of Brand's Trig . 5

Brand states that he came to Istanbul in an attempt: to
save the Uéws of Hungary. He reports that all-Jews in south
and gouth-western Hungary have heen placed in concentration = -
camps or ghettos, and that this ‘procedurs vill be extended to
the other parts of the country as soon as posgible.  He sdds
that 12,000 Jews are being shipped to Poland for liquidation
each day.

When asked why he was chosen for this mission rather than .
a prominent Hungarian Jewish 1eader, Brand gave this reply.

"The Jevwis in Hungary are divided into several camps, - If . e
any prominent leader had come, he would have represented only : L
his camp.™ _ o

o I, ..
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If this assumption is correct, Brand was chosen as a
"dark horse," as an "unknown" who could .speak, not for one
group, but for all Hungsrian Jews,

Whether this is an accurate explanation is perhaps open
to question. Branc's obvidis position in the Zionist camp,
and his admigsion that he hag been a leader, if a minor lead-
er, in the Jewish movement in Hungary, makes his explanation
a trifle illoglecal, :

Brand's documentation indicates that he has the backing
of at least gome important Jewish leaders in Hungary., He
brought with him two letters of introduction of a "To whom
it may concern" nature from Baron Freudinger and Samuel Stern,
Freudinger is balleved to be the President of the Central Rat
der Juden, the Jewish control organization established by the
Germans,  Samuel Stern, the second gponsor, has always been i
considered one of the leaders of the Jewish community in Hun~ +
gary. He has been president of the Budapest Jewish Council
and served as head of the Hungarian Jewish Committee st ond
time,

Brand's documentation as a Jewish emissary appears to be
fairly satisfactory. It cannot be agcertained, however,
whether his letters represent German manipulation or Jewish
degire, It is possible that his communications are part of
the German plot. It is more probable, of course, that the
Jawish leaders in Hungary, aware of the peril of their situa-
tion, ware willing to use the emissary provided by the Gestapo
and accordingly granted him appropriate documentation, o

Details of Brand!'s Trip

It is obvious from the details of Brand!s trip to Turkey

, that his journey was actively sponsored by the Gestapq,

Brand left Budapest in the private car of Cberétahdarten-
fithrer Krummei, a S.S. official. - Gyorgy made the, trip with
him,  Gyorgy held a Hungarian service passport,. but: Brand was

~ without documentation of any sort. Despite ‘this fact; the'c%r

crossed the border into Austria.without delay. or hésipationo

In Vienna,_Bfahd was equipped- at Gestapo headquarters with. /'*

a German passport in the name of Engineer Eugene Band. . Arrange-.
ments vere quickly mads, and there was no difficulty.

Brand and Gyorgy, who remained together in Vienhé, were
then taken to the airport and placed on the Garmon courier plane
for Istanbul, Thelr names were not included in the passenger
list, : . ’

Brand was given documents and letters by the Gestapo for
use in crossing the German checking stations én route to Turkey.
For exsmple, the Sofia Gestapo headquarters passed hin, ;upon
presentation of his documents, without difficulty., :

Two points are of special interest here:

1, .6
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1. The fact that Gyorgy was with Brand during the entire
trip, ineluding the automobile ride from Budapest to Vienna,
in which they were the only:non-Gestapo passengers in the car.
This admission labels Brand's statement that he did not know
Gyorgy, end had only met him once on the plane, as an obvious
falsehood, It 1s certain that Brand and Gyorgy began and
finished the trip together; and that their association was not
accidental, -

2. The fact that Gestapo agents at a number of points
were obviously acting on instructions to assist Brand and
Gyorgy, and facilitate their departure from German-occupied
territory. Since the Gestapo in Budapest, at the Hungarian-
Austrian frontier, in Vienna and en route to Turkey, all were
obviously acting under orders, it is certein that Brand's
mission is not.the brain-storm of a minor Gestapo leader in
Budapest. The orders could not have been so widespread and
sure unless they came from a relatively high source,

On the basis of Brand's own account of his trip, it can
be concluded that: .

1, Brand and Gyorgy were fallow travelers.

2, Their mission had active Gestapo sponsorship and
support,

3. The source of this support was a point re]atively
hlgh in the Gestapo, rather than some local agentu

Nature of Brand!s proposals

According to Prand, he was inetructnd to come to Istanbul
with the folloning proposal. ’

1. The Germans are w1lling to consider the releasée of .
. the Jewish population of Hungary as fast as the Jewa can be

2 admitted into Spain, Portugal-and Turkey. N

2.  In exchange, the Germans expect to recelve the fol— :
’lowing from the Allies: !
a. 2,000,000 bars of soap,
b. 800 tons of coffee,
co. 200 tons of cocoa,
d,- 800 tons of tea,
e. 10,000 trucks.

3. Of special interest is the fact, not stressed in some
reports, that Brand made clear that the Germans were willing
to give a guarantee to the effect that the 10,000 trucks.would
be used only against the Russians, and would not under any -
eircumstances; be sent to the Ital*an or "second" fronts,

- Two factors are of importance in determinlng ‘the validity ; E-
of this offer: (1) Does Brand take-it seriously; (2) Do the : |
German sponsors take it seriously, B

As;oa




As to the first
in making a decision.
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£

question, Brand himself seenms to hesitate
He clearly indicated, in his last in-

terview before leaving Istanbul, that he had little hope of

actually getting many Jews out of Eurcpe, He implied that he
was playing his present rdle in the hope that by "playing for
time,” the Jews in Hungary might be aseisted, He seemed to

When asked wheth
by their part of the
It seems probable tha
success of his propos
their part of the bar,
by the Allies. He i
the time saved will b
tion of the Jews in H

The second quest

proposals will have no definite result,

er he believed the Germans would abide
proposal, Brand made an svhsive answer,

t Brand himself has little faith in the
als, or in the German intention to keep
gain, even if the proposals are acoepted

8 clearly "playing for time," hoping that
e the margin that mey prevent the liquida-
ungary,

ion, as to the seriousness of the Germans

in making the proposals, can be divided inte two parts:

1. Does the pro

Brand states tha
the highest German au
title of Trustee of t
Brand did not have di

. cording to his report
man, a 5.8, leader in

headquarters,

Brand alep made

the Hungarians, or fr
but directly from the

posal come from responsible German leaders?

t his proposal originated with Vessermayer,
thority in Hungary, who bears the official
he Greater German Reich in Hungary.  While
rect contact with Vessermayer, ‘he did,sge- -
s> secure his proposals directly from Eich--
charge of Jewish affairs in Vessenmayer!s

it clear that thevprppoéalrcame;:not from
om the Germans through the Huwngarians; .
Germarns.” - He categorically Stated, on’

the contrary, that the Hungarians:had no knowledge of ‘the pro=

posals, and this his

instructions came directly from the Ger=

man leaders in Hungary. =

If Brand is corr

. v 2 Lo
ect in stating that his proposals came:

from Vessenmayer through Eichnan, and there is apparently no
reagon why this should not be considered to be’ factual, then :

it can be assumed tha

t the Brand proposals originated with 5

responsible German leaders.

2. Were the res
ing the proposals?

From a realistic

‘ponsible German leade

the slightest helief
ed by the Allies, eve
in their entirety,

ponsible German leaders serious in'mak- .

viewpoint, it is hard to see how res-
rs, at this stage of the war, -oould have
that the Brand proposals would be accept-
n as a basis for negotiation, much less
Is it possible to aasume thet the Gestapo

leadera in Hungary, who are sertainly ot fools, would expect

the Allies to agree t
nany, regardless of ¢

o the shipment of 10,000 trucks to Ger-
he conditions?  Is it possible to assume

that the German occupiers of Hungary, whose plan of occupation

vwas ag masterful as t
lieve that the Brand

hat used in Norway, are nalve ehough to be-
proposala will be suscessful?

Con .
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On the basis of logic, it is necessary to answer both of T
these questions in the negative, Leaving aside, for the mo-
ment, the real resson for the Brand pProposals - and thers was
& realistic reason since the Germans do not inaugurate elabopr.
ate plans such as thie without reason - it can safely be- said
that the fabricators of the plan must have known that it would
not be taken seriously in Alljed capitals,

Following this line of logic, a strictly sensible conclu- #
sion is possible., It can be assumed that the Brand proposals
did originate in responsible German sources, that they were
placed on the table 1in Istanbul through the active cooperation
and assistance of the Gestapo, and that, at the same time, the
originators knew that the plan had no possible chance of accept~
ance in Allied capitals,

- If such is the case, then the Brand proposals are part of
an elaborate German propaganda campaign, They will not be ac-
cepted and they were not intended to be accepted.  They wili
not bring Germany 80ap, coffee, tea or trucks,yand they were

rnot intended to bring Germany these products, They will not - -
' free any Hungarian Jewa, for the Germans had no intentiqn of

- As to just where the Brand proposals fit into the ‘German .
M propaganda program, a number of theories are valid, :One. sug~",
gestion is that they form part of the Gérman attempt to split
- the Alljes from the Russiana, Lo S
The handling of the guarantee that the 10,000 truecks will
not be used on the Italian or "secord" fronts has been. tricky
A and careful, - Brand has placed it definitely in the ‘record,
’ 50 definitely as to guarantee that it has béen racorded.” . On
the other hand, he has riot pushed the theme, and has tended to
leave it out of his conversation as occasion demands, °

representatives to enable the Germans to 8ay to the 'Russians:

“"Look at your Allies. They are seriously coneidering (or even
giving semi-sericus attention to) a proposal that involves send-
ing us 10,000 military trucks to be used only against youl"

7 ' At a moment when the only hope of German success lies in
*: splitting the Allies from the Bussians, it {s not too far-

o~ i fetched to believe that the Biand proposuls form part of an s
elaborate propaganda campaign designed to produce the desired

result,

Relatjonship . ..,

5
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Relationship of Brand and Gyorgy

In examining the relationship between these two men, it
is important to note that Gyorgy was a regular courler between
the Jewish leaders in Istanbul and the Jewish underground in
Hungary. Since it appears certain thet he placed himself in
Gestapo hands or was caught, as proven by the radio affair, it
seems probable that the Gestapo secured knowledge of the faect
that he was & courlier betweon Brand and Jewish leaders in Is-
tanbul. There is some evidence that Brand was actually caught
by the Gestapo with gold, American ecurrency and letters brought
by Gyorgy in his possession.

In any event, it is almost certain that Gyorgy led the
Gestapo to Brand at the same time as he led them to Colonel
Hatz and General Kadar.

If such is the case, the participation of Gyorgy and Brand
in the present activity 1s explained. On the basis of avail-
able information and logic, it can be assumed that:

1. Cyorgy either surrendered voluntarily to the Gestapo
or was caught and forsed to talk,

2. The informetion placed in the hands of the Gestapo by
Gyorgy included word of the link between Brand and the Javish
leaders in Istanbuls

3" ‘When it became essential to the Gerwan plans that
these Jewish'leaders should be contacted, Gyorgy and Brand ba~
came obvious choices, since both were under obligation tc the
Gestapo, and in no position to claim the imnunities of free:
agents. . .

L. Brand was chosen to carry the message, since he was
known to have been in contaet with the reéciplents, and since
he was, by discovery of his underground actions, under the com-
plete control of the Gestapo. He was certain to remain tract-

able since his wife, two children, mother and sisters.would re-.
main in Hungary under Gestapo controls ™ ST

5, Gyorgy was chosen as the "escort! .since he had already
made contact with Allied intelligence circles in Istanbul, was
known to many peopls here, and was persona grata with' the Jew-
ish leaders in Istanbul by virtue of his service to them as a
courler,

This reconstruction satisfactorily explains the use of Cy-
orgy and Brand by the Cestapo and clarifies their pelationship.
It is collsborated by the refusal of Brand to return to Hungary -
without Gyorgy, and by his admission that Gyorgy ‘was sent with
him "as an escort and gusrdian. :

Conelusions

Iﬁ,haa been suggested that the following interpretations
of this affair are possible: -

)




-9 -

Lo The proposals are the effort of a small group of Ger-
mans, in control of the situation in Hungary, to secure valu-
able supplies, and to experiment with.the possibllities of
gaining ransom for the release of the Jows in Hungary,

Comment: As noted above, the mumerous points at which the
Gestapo acted on instructions indicates that orders must have
cone from a relatively high source, This makes it appear im-
probable that the Brand proposals are the brain children of Ger-
man officials in Hungary,

While it is not impossible that the element of personal
rrofit has entered into the considerations of the Gerian orig-
inators of the Brand propesals, it does not appear probable that
this element was the dominant factor in placing in dction the
complicated camapaizn of which Brand and Gyorgy are elements,

2. The proposals are a cover for the beginning of peace
proposals, and are designed to enlist the interest of persons
who might be used in this commection,

Comment: Two negative factors dominate this possibility:

(4) If peace proposals are being considered, would a miﬁor
Jewish industrialist and a proven double agent be entrustfed .with
even the preliminary negotiations? .

(B) Ts it likely that the Germans would congider Jewish

organizations such as the Jewish Agency for Palestine a suitable

intermediary with the Allies?

It seems unlikely that the Germans; even in a most répent-

ant mood, would seek to open a -charmel to peace through the: Jew..

ish organizations operating in Istanbul, or, in the event such a
progran was in order, would use such minor characters as Brand
and Gyorgy, even as preliminary negotiators.

3. The proposals are an effort to use Jewish influence to
halt the Allied campaign to divert raw naterials from the Axis,
and to halt the flow of trade from reutral countriss to Gernany
and her satellites, : T o

Comment: Tt would certainly invalidate the Allied suggeste -

ion that the neutrals halt shipments to Germany; if the Allies
suddenly made available shipments of coffee, cocoa, soap and .
trucks on their own account. It would eertainly be bad- propa-
ganda for the Allies; and good propaganda for the Nazis, if they
could even suggest that such a proposal was belng considersd,

It would certainly call for a reconsideration of the entire Al-
lied economic warfare program if supplies of the type indicated

wore made available to the Germans.

~ These congiderations can be of value, however, only if it
is assumed that the German originators of the plan actually be-
d1ieved that it had a chance of acceptance. ~ Since it is clear

that the Germans based their actions on the bslief that the plan

would not be acceptable, this suggestion does not appear to be
valid, since it has value only if the Germans believed the plan
viould be accepted by the Allies.

i
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4o The proposals are a plot to place the Allies in a bad
light, since they are designed to refusal, and will permit the
German propagandists to say: "We offered to save the Jews, but .
the Allies turned us downl™ . .

Comment: There is a possible elenent of truth in this sup- . =
position, It accepts the basic premise that the German origin~
ators made the Brand proposals intentionally unacceptable. It
also accepts the premise that the Brand proposala are basically
propagandistic in nature, a conclusion both logical and valid,

The disadvantage lies in the importance of the conclusion,
Is it of sufficient value to the Germans,” at this stage of the
game, to be able to say: '"We offered to save th Jews, but the
Allies refused"? ‘ﬁ

There would be an advantage in lightening the burden on the
German conscience. There would be a possible advantage in pre~
paring for the peace table. The actual benefits, however, in

war temms, would be minor. If we assume that the Gtermans are
N still placing their bets on, if not victory, at least a stale- .

mate, then it is improbable that they would elaborate a propa-
ganda campaign to prove a point of validity only in case of de- .
feat. )

5. The proposals are essentially an effort to prove that
Germany is altering its anti-Jewish policy and is adepting a
policy more favorable to the Jews, '

Comment: The Brand proposals are egsentially under-cover

] and secret in nature. They do not give the appsarance of be~

- - ing an open propaganda attack, or of developing in that direct- .
ion. Would-the single Brand proposal, if revealed, counter-
balance the scores of anti-Semitic actions taken in Hungary
alone in recent months?  Would the Brand proposal, even if
blared forth with propaganda trumpats, overbalarce the-death
cries of the Jews still being murdered in many sections -of Eu- -

2 rope? . The Brand proposal is of too minor a nature to6 mean a
camplete shift in German polioy. Its rightful position-ean.
be found within. the framework of current German policy,"

6. The proposals are an effort to 1ift ffqn,the Gerimans

the burden of providing even a minimum subsistence for the Jews’ '
of Europe., ) : [ SOy

Comment: There is this possibility, that the Gerinans will
say: 'Wle have offered you the opportunity of saving the Jews
of Europe,  You have turned it down.. . Your action relisves us:
of responsibility.  From here on, we are not responsible for
that happens."

It is this fear that has; I am certain, led the Jewish

o~ leaders in Istanbul to consider the Brand proposals - seriously.

B It is a valid fear, and one which fits into the basic requive- ]
ments, It explains the unreasonablenegs of the proposals, the ;
certainty that the Germans did not mske the proposals acceptable ) -

- and did not want them to be acceptable,. It also explains the i»
direction of the proposals and ‘the means used to put them in 1
the hands of the Jewish lesders in Istanbul. '

It. V%
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It does not, however, explain the fact that the Brand pro-
rosals are essentially under-cover in nature, Had this been
the German plan, it seems probable that the proposals would
have been broadcast, would have been put before theﬂmaximum
audience possible, nould hdve been placed in action a's part of

a propaganda eampaign., This failure to capitalize the Brand
proposals leads to the conclusion that the proposals are in-
tended, not as the end, as they would be in this case, but as .
the means to the propaganda result for which they were designed.

7. The proposals are part of an effort to split the Allies,
to divide Russia from Great Britain and the United States.

Comment: If it is accepted that Germany can win a stale-
mate only by dividing the Allies, then it can be assumed that -
every effort will be made, up to the last minute, to split Rus-
ela away from the Allled camp, Such an end can be achieved
best, if it can be achleved at all, only by convinsing the Rus-
sians that the Alliss are not playinp an open and honest gams,
How better could this be sttained than by demonstrating that
the Allies were considering a proposal that made military equip-
ment avallable to the Cermans for use against the Russians.

This analysis of the basis for the Brand proposals fills
most, if not all of the qualifications:

1. It explains the use of Brand and Gyorgy, since it is
essential that men be used who can return to German-occupied

~taerritory and there give "evidence" that their proposels were™

listened to by Allied leaders in the Ulddle Rast.

2. It explains the obvious design of the plan, and the
peculiar emphasis on "10,000 trucks" for use "only .on the East-

ern front. "

3° It explalns the elaborate campaign 6 ppt in Allied
hands a plan which the Germans obviously must have considered
impossible of acceptance:from the first, If the Brand pro="
posals are propagandistic in nature, it is éssential that they -
not be accepted. It is not acceptance that "interaests the;Ger-

mans, but. a hearing.
(Signed) ‘.1

—LESLIE AILBION SQUIRES
Americen Vice Consul

Copied by AFH
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From:i; . omusissloner, Juerusalem,

Lo Gurlon and ohertok ceme Lo soe ne this morning and
ssased as ‘ollows: :

Speclal messencer startea Lrom Turkey on kny 92nd »n
reaced Jerusalem ay 24th brin Tne them statement from theirp
rep -esontatives In Istanbul (Farlas eotc.) to oo lovin. efTect, -

On sy 19th well kiown an’ Gtrushed “Ionlat ropresontebive
ir. un ary Joel !rardt arrived in Zorenn alre aft in Issant.l
fros Yiennn accompanlec % g ‘unzarian Gestspo apent vho hag
geveral allases (&..., Androw tesrpe, And-ew tross) and vho so
far ns is known is still in furkev.  Drendt has heern sens to
Turkey with this wan as watohdog by hilz: repman ‘eshapo enicfg
1: ‘udapest to place the ro'lowin: order befo e .Je: 1gh leaders
- Paleéstine, in land and Americo, and hefore tLhe his' 21lied
aut-oritles, #

As an alternative to complete annihilation of all .ews re-
w ining in Hungary, lfamanin, zcchoslovakia ang Yoland, the aris
are ready Go evacuate one m.llion Jews from these conntries tn
“pain ane rorsugal (thou:h not, as they speclilenlly gtased, to
Palestine), in reburn they require dellvery of 10,000 motor
loriieg anc certain guantlsles ol coffee, Gem, cocon nnd 30np, Asg
an act o. .oocd¢ I'sith thoy are prepared, onec ine o fer hing heen
8 cepbe In principle to release rirst bateh o’ £ive to sen
tiousand Jows befoie racolpt or correspondin, consideration,
They are also prepared 50 exchan.e Jews agalnst. German pris
o' var, If 53w offer is rejecurd Ghey will proceed Wiy w:lr,
programte 0. wholesale ' liquidation, The emlssary musts rotusn

vo Pudapest wit: a reply within g Tortni-ht from oy 19th,

— 2. Drandt has. the Impression Bhiit these nerotistlons: con bteo
ralon ed Lf evidince s forthcominy thet schems is Leihg earn=:
esbiy conslacred in hizl A11fes Quarberd, . it is sles belivved. -
Shas subsbtisuslon of cash paymenss In Switzerlanda for daliveries -
1o kind who 1y or in part i¢ not &g el exeluded and both sides
bartur sreusaction, namcly - evacuatlon & con, cnsabion can he

. realisced by successive sta; ey, - :

3e Swandb. reports thas 00,000 i arian Jows arc.alveady.
horded in concenvrablon camps as a mrelininary Go doportation,
#ne roundit: up of ovher Jews in 1in projress, ¥ians -have bLeen .
made {0y daily d.gortablon to ioliss slanghser houses o - 12,000
devis of nmeans bub this g presumed Lo have: been deferred. pending
negobintions. This roport o the posdbion i Hungavy s agatc Bo' o - : : :
ke 11y corrohorated by various iungarian Jewish ays wlibnesses : o ,
who 1vached Falestine on hay Sdth, ‘ : : :

4. In the 1li:ht oy btie above and past exporlence aponay Coars
that. the fate of Hunj-arian, Czechoslovak and Roumanian Jaws 1s
sealed ‘unless the, can bo saved 1n Sime and "they flrmly hopo

B the . the magniude and seemlngly fontastle character of tho pro=
i~ bosltlon will not doter the hlpb Allled aubhoritios from undepe
: taking a concerted and determined effort to save &l vrdaatest

/possible
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: posslble nunbver, They il ly eallse e overvhelmin ol fla P
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- b .e vask 1l i'aced wig - Folaness temanded b U recgede: ved
atastrophe', .
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(Lece arobably within o ow Gays ) for a an ¢ complete cluci-
ga% A 0. Le  acts apo Will repo:t oo sids njesvyty irbag -
adanr ‘risra,
O “eney ls keepln, 81l the atove lnlormus.on gurlcsly
vecvct an wisnes us 50 do 1i ewise but i ey ask Hiss 1s .
ajestyls woverter s shoule ao once co v unleate Lt on Ghe same
“erws Lo cashln son and 4o yhe sole excoptlons so u e ol'’Llelal
3ecrely soauld Lo

&) v, "elzma: personat 1y o Le Inforwed by s al oasyta
nvernrer;,

(i) r, coldan Jersonally vo bhe in:ormed-hy the
Sauven sus aritica,

“hited

i enquiree whether © o
act on thar comrunleations referred on ir preceding
perdin- s enguirles an YCL0. 6 o ils
tassador :pnnra, ana they re . lled in
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copy of Cypher Telscram Ho,

Tot Yoreign Office

rroot Hliph Couslsstonsr, Jerusalem.

Zen vurion eud h.rtok came to sadypie this worning and zisted as

Speelal nessengor started from furkey on sy 28nd snéd rewschad
derusalen day 24th wrinsing them statement from Sholr reprazentutives
i1 Tatenbul (Darlas ebe.) to following effect, '

v 1dth well knowm end trusted Lionist repregontosive in n, sry
26t areived in Gerasn sirepest in Isisnbul frou Vienne fccompanied
by & amperian Gestapo syent who hes several aliases (e.c. Lndrow qe0rie,
Andrer. ross) ond who so far as is known is stiil in Turkey. Ipendt hes
bzen sent €2 Turkey with this man as weichdoy by high Germen Gestepo chisle
in Ludepest to place the follewing order Lefore Jewish Leaders in ’rlesilne,
kngland and Ameries, and befors the high allied anthoritiea,

As an clternative to complete annilillation of &)l Jews ramaining in
dunrary, humanis, Czochoslovakis eng Yslend, the Hezis are ready Lo avacdue
ate one ail:lon Jews from these couniries to Cpain enéd Portugal (though
oty es they snecifieally stsbod, to Palestine)s In return they reguire
dellvery of 10,000 aotor lorries and certaln quantities of coffee, fes,
eocoe and soape 4s en cet of pood fzith they are premered, onee the offer
has been accepted in wrineiple to release first bateh of five to ten - .
thousand Jews hefore receipt of -eorremponding consideration. “hey sre also
preparad 6o exchanie Jews againal Germen nrisoners o6f warp. 1I the oifer is
rejected they will proceed with theirp programme of wholesale liquidetion,
The calssary must returs to budapost with o reply within & fortalzht from
'an lgt}ll 3 ‘

Ze Irendt has the lmprassion thef these nerotlatlons con be »

if evidence is forthooming thet seheme i baing,earnextly'cﬁnsl&éred,in '
high Allied querters. It is eles belleved that substitution of cush pay~.
aents in Iwitzerland Tor deliveries Iw kind s20lly or in pawt is not %o be
excluded and both zides barter Lranasetlion, nwaely evacuatlon and’ enmponsa-
tion esn be resiised by successive stajzen, : - Sl

3. Erandt reports thut 800,000 Humnperisn Jowe ware elready herded'in
concentration camps es e preliminary to deportation. = The rounding wp of
other Jews is in proszress. Plans have been uede for deily deportation to -
Pollsh slsughter ﬁousas of 12,000 Jews of means bub thils s preaumed to
have heen deferred pending negotistions. This report of the position in.
Hungzery 1s sald to be fully sorroborated by varlous Hungarian Jewich eye
witnesses who reached ralostine on Hay 2Z4th. N e

Ae In the light of the above and past ex?orienoe apency fears that
the fute of Hunsoriun, Cpechoslovak ond ioumenian Jews ie zealed unlens - -
they can be ssved in timo snd "thsy firmly hoge that the megnitude and
seeningly fantestic charncter of the propositlion will not deter the high

LA s

hllied authorities from undertsking o concorted and determined effort to
save the proatest possille nwabsr. They fully realise the overalelming

difficultios but bvelleve they might not prove insurmounteble {f the task
is faced with boldness demsnded by unprecendonted catastrophe",
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e hwrltoit is srocceding to T.tenitul ss soon as he eon {i.e. probebly
within ¢ {aw v8) Jor & more couplsbe elueidation of the facts end will
ranard to Jeotyte funhe. sador Ankers. :

=

Ge n_enecy s Keopliy ell the soovs nivmantlon sirlebly seeret and
wiahes ay to wo lilewise bub they esk thet ols ajesty's Uovernment ahould
et nice cowmunicele it on the smme tsrus Lo .wslin Lon and Shel the s0le
excentiong to the o ie¢ial scerel should be

(L) re celuaun versonelly ©s be inforaed Ly Iis Cajesbyte
covernaente

(%) “re Goldmwe vercoonally $o Le indnspssd Ly the dnlted “teles
B, oritics,. :

aaquived whethor the e ener desired any other specific nction
then eomaunicetions referred Lo in nreceding sorappanh vending Hhertok's
angulries anc report to lils ajesty's iabrserdor Ankurs, snd they replisd
in the ne ativs, '

i
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S amue

Ankara, June 5, 194k,
Ho. 676.

- R
x

Subject: Transmitting Kemorandaun on the Afrival
in Istanbul of kepresentatives of the
Jewish®Comnunity of Budapest,.

Emit
5 W Ky

The Fonorable '/35 ‘4{'ﬁ,;52-,73h o
The Secretary of State, .ﬁiw@jy.ﬁ_ﬂﬂv

Washington, WA/UM Z'/ ‘: .

I have the honor to enclose as of interest
to the Department and the War iefugee Board a copy - .
of 4 memorandum prepared for me by ir. Rueben B,
Resnik, the able representative in Istanbul of the 3
Arerican Joint Distribution Committee, dealing with
the recent arrival in Istanbul of Joel Brand and
Andre Gyorgy -(alias Gross), bearing the proposal
referred to in my telegram No, 950 of May 25th,

Sir:

Hespectfully yours,

T B
RN O
Steinhardt,

ik (42 (‘;/f_f [ P
~7 Laurence &,
4 . :
- ',rr_/

Enclosure;
_/V‘ X w
’ 1. Copy of Kemorandum,

File Wo. 840.1 -
L4S/pe

Origiaal‘only (for Ozalid machine)r

e

‘DECLASSIFIED - .~ = -
-- -~ .State Dept. Letter, 1-11.72 97 1972
By R H. Parks Date_SEl -

5
A




‘Enclosure No. 1.0 Despatch No. 676; dated June;i§:19ud'
from the Americ¥. Embassy at Ankara, et

. ‘COPY
MEMOR&QDUM

" I. INTRODUCTION

This report is being prepared at the request of Hie
Excellency, Laurence A, Steinhardt, Ambassador of the
United States to Turkey. It is besed on personal inter-
vliews with Mr, Brang and interviews and conferences with

Budapest. The report is incomplete in some details, -

especially with respest to the activities of one André % |
Gyorgy, alias André Gross, but the United States Military -
Intelligence, the American Consulate General of .Istanbul

and other allied services have fuller details on the

nature and scope of his varied operations and his pog-

sible relationship to the subject matter of this reiporf,]p

II. This report will contain the following: 4
A, Statement of Facts,
B. Description of the Prineipals.
Co Possible Interpretations,
D, Developments and Likely Developments. -

IIL STATEMENT OF FACTS

~On Friday, May 19, 1944, one Joel Brand and André
Gyorgy, alias Gross;, arrived on a' German courier plane
in Istanbul, Turkey. ‘These men, it is reported, ‘were
Placed on:this plane at Vienna, Austria, ‘after having
been taken to ‘the airport in a Gestapo car from Budapest
to Vienna, Their names were not added to the official
bassenger list and it 1g reported -that Mr, Brand had a
letter of instructions from the Gestapo or their repre--
- sentatives to Garman Government and Militery representa-~
: tives in Sofia to facilitate his movement to Turkey, i'I
i " " . do not know whether Mr. Gyorgy had similar credentials,
-In addition, Mr. Brand had letters of introduction from
the Central Rat der Juden Budepest, signed by Samuel
Stern and Baron Freudinger, These letters were in the : : .
nature of "To whom it may concern' and were designed:to - : Sl
place a badge of authenticity on Joel Brand, at least B
from the standpoint of that Jewish organization. In
q connection with this and other letters in Brand's pos-
! session, ‘1t is important to make the-following observa=
: : ) © tions. It is quite possible that this letter was given
i - ' under duress, It conceivably could have been prepared
i by the Gestapo or it might have been given freely. and
- voluntarily, In any event, the important fact is-that =
the Gestapo and/ or other German government or military
organizations were fully aware of the contents of this
letter, In addition, Brand had two other letters, one
from a relief committee with whom certain persons in
Istanbul had established a contact beginning in March, -
1943 for purposes of extending rellef and assistence to
needy persons in Hungéry ‘and also for the tranamission

.~ of r;§3bf,
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of relief to other osoupied areas. Thie letter said in
effeoct that everything possible be done to cerry out the
major proposal which Brand was bringing because according
to the committee it was serious and it representsd the
only means of rescuing a large number of psople who might
otherwise be doomed,, The third letter was from a United
Youth Movement urging favorable coneilderation of the

major plan and urging that specific plans for youth be
carried out, among which was the transfer of substantial
numbers from Hungary to Roumania through underground
methods., Brand was permitted 4o take all of these letters
and was not searched; as a matter of fact, he was instrueted
to say that if he were asked if he had anything on his
person to say that he had nothing. Hs was also permitted
to carry twenty-five hundred Americen dollars.

Brand travelled on a German passport issued in Vienna
in the name of Bngineer Eugene Band. He did not have a”
Turkish viea although efforts were made here by -people
whom he was to see to secure such a visa for him
immediately upon his arrival. Brand had previously cabled
to one of the persons in Istenbul with whom he had
previously established contact when he was a member of
a relief committee in Hungery. For several days after
Brand arrived, he was free to make contact with persons
with whom he had previously established relationships
but on May 25 he was taken into custody by the Turkish
police because he did not have a Turkish viss., A series
of negotiations followed which ultimately released him
from custody on Wednesday, May 31, 1944, although during

the time he wes under protective custody, he was permitted
to sleep at the Pera Palas Hotel in Jstanbul; :

Shortly after Brand arrived a cable was received from . :
Bratislava sent by a person regarded as trustworthy and = =
with whom contsct had been previously established by. g
local persons, This cable regquested large scale assistance
for Hungarian Jews, reported-that 10,000 Jews (Brand said
12,000) were being deported daily to concentration , :
centers in Poland and that the railroads carrying these ' .
persons between Budapest and the Polish frontier be -
bombed by the Allies in order to decelerate, if not stop,:
the deportation, ' Lo

On June 1, 194, another cable was received from - 7.
Bratisleve urging thet the suggsastions in the first ceble
be implemented simultaneously, that is to say, that relief
be sent and that the railroads be bombed and further that .
the propossls that Brand bririgs be given serious consider-
ation, - ; i ‘ :

. The proposal, which is known to you and which was -
made by the German Bureau for Jewish Affairs in Hungary -
and ‘had the consent and approval of one Eiochmann( a .
leading figure in carrying out Nasi policy with respect
to Jewish matters) is as follows: for goods, including: -
10,000 trucks, 2,000,000 bars of soap, 800 tone of

‘coffee
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coffee, 200 tons of cocoa, and 800 tons of tea, etc., the
Germans would liberate all of the Jews in Nazi-occupied .
countries and permit them to travel to neutral areas,
mainly in the westj for exemple, Spain and Portugal and

a limited number to Turkey. They are willing to permit
the first transport of Jews to-laave immediately after -
negotiations are completed between a responsible person
repregsenting the German bureau and a repregentative of
responsible Jewish organization and/ or the Allied govern-
ments. (There seems to be a difference of opinion with
respect to the latter matter. Brand claims that his
instructions were to have a representative of a so-called
responsible Jewish organization negotiate with the
representative of the German bureau., Gyorgy claims that
the German bureau insisted that a representative of the
Allied governments be designated as the person to
negotiate). It is understood that the first shipment

of goods would follow immediately after the first trans-
port of Jewish persons left the border of German-oceupied
territory.

The Germans also added that they would agree rot to
use the trucks on the western front.

IV. DESCRIPTION OF PRINCIPALS

I did not meet Gyorgy. He left Turkey for some point

in the Middle East on June 1, 19i4, André Antol Gyorgy,
also known as André Gross, is said to be in his early

forties. He is known to the British and American Intelli- v e

gence and it is also reported that he has worked for the
Geman Intelligence, Because Gyorgy =zc¢ted as a courier

for persons in Istanbul who were responsible :for extending
relief to occupied areas, he had established eontact with.a
relief committee in Hungary of which Brand was one of . the
leading members. The reports are that Gyorgy performed

his duties without difficulty and carried then through in

a8 satisfactory and helpful manner. -It is reported that

he assisted Jewlsh persoris to perform underground activities
in occupied areas on numerous occasions. It is slgnifi- .
cant, however, that on his recent visit persons with. . - -

whom he has had previous contact did not ‘see him, It is said that
. Americen and British Intelligence regard him as a Gestapo ’

!"agent-and as completely unreliable;

Joel Brand appears to be:in his late thirties,.is a
well-dressed, neat appearing, articulate person who
speeks English fairly fluently. He was born in Budapest,
but lived during the greater part of his life in Germany

--and returned to Budapest about nine years ago.  In recent

years he operated a small knit-wear factory which employs
about forty persons. He is married, has-two children,

end the other members of -his family who reside in Hungary
include & mother and three sisters. ‘He has been assoclated
vwith a relief committee in Budapest for about two years, &
and during the past year and a half has taken & leading part

in its activities,. He has had contact with people in

Turkey and in Switzerland and has.received relief- funds
for use in occupied areas, He impressed most observers
here as strajght-forward, sincere and direst, I had

several interviews with Brand and sew him-shortly after

“he was~
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he vas released from custody and after he had been under

considerable pressure, both by the authorities and by the
people with whom he conferred. I had the impression that
he was not as sincere and straight-forward as other obser-

; vers throught him to be, ;He had ready and direct answers

3

for all questions and was apparently very cooperative and
reiterated on_several occasions the seriousness with which
he was carrying out this mission. Tt is important, of
course, to observe that Brand is not completely without
anxiety and fear about his assignment and itg possible con-
sequences and any subjective judgments about him should be
evaluated in terms of this man's present uneasinesa,

The question naturally arises as to why Brand and
Gyorgy were chosen for the present assignment. The Ges-
tapo had known that Brand had received funds from sources
in neutral countries for relief purposes in Hungary and
other occupied territory and was regarded by persons in
neutral areas as a responsible person.  Therefore, any
proposal addressed to the Jewish interests would have to
be made to a person known to these interests, and regard-
ed as responsible by them.

The German authorities knew that Andrd Gyorgy had act-
ed as a courier for persons in Turkey calling Brand and
others in Hungary and it was known that these persons re-
garded Gyorgy as having performed his functions satisfact-
orily, It appears also that the German authorities re-
garded Gyorgy as a trustworthy person from their standpoint
and finally it appears Gyorgy had other functions to per-
form on this trip of which Brand claims he did not know the
details, - : B S

V. Possible Interpretations -

“A. ‘These proposals, if carried out in theirﬂéntirety
or partially, would inure to the benefit .of ‘a small group
of Germans in control of Hungarian matters, ! o

B. The proposals brought by Brand and Gyorgy are a
cover for the beginning of peace proposals and they are de-

signed to enlist the interest of persons who might ultimatelj ,3!

be used for these purposes.,

C. These proposals may be designed to'enlisﬁ:so-célléd
Jewish influence to disrupt the present efforts on the. part

of the Allies to have neutrals break commercial relationships

with the Axis,
D, These proporals may be designed to:

1. Place the Allied Governments in a position -
of being unable to comply with the demands
and therofore the Germans would be in a *
poaition to say that the Allies too are
refusing to asslst the Jewish people and
therefore the anti-Jewish policy of the:

: ‘ i :
T
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Germans has validity in that the Jewish people
of Europe are in effect being ignored by the
Alldes, -
2. Underground propaganda in Germany and other
occupled areas says that Germany is losing
the war, among other reasons, because of* %
its strong anti-Jewish policy. By these
proposals it can be said that Germany is
adopting a new policy favoring the Jews and
it would follow then that thoss who were
responsible for carrying out the strong anti-
Jewlsh policy could have it said later in
mitigation of their acts that they ultimately
established a progranm favoring the Jewish
people,

3. Used as a means of effecting a split between
the Allies —- that is -- United Statss and
Great Britain from Russia, ’ ;

E. It is conceivable that if the Cermans are more or
less serious about these proposals, they desire the large-
scale transfer of Jews from occupied territory because they
want to be relieved of the responsibility of providing even
a minimum subsistence for these pergons while they may be
in conecentration centers or even awalting desth. Moreover,
if the present proposals are not carried out, 1%t is thought
that theae might lead to other offers of assistance to the .
Jewish persons who may remain in occupied areas, and in this
way the Germans will be relieved of the ponsibility of
whatever care they might be compelled to glve, .. . "o

F. It is also conceivable that a ‘sharper conflict has’
~developed between the various German groups’ and that one
group is prepared to effect some type of "Putsch® and in
order to awing Allied:sympathy to their contemplated plans;
have made this offer, In this connection, it is thought .,
2 that possibly Gyorgy may have carried word about the:plans
- : for this "Putsch." ' . '

VI. Developments and Likely Developmentsi : .

A, Gyorgy left for some point in the Middle East.with
the full knowledge of American and British Intelligence. -
Brand expects to leave for Palestine on June 5, 1944, to con-
fer with leaders of the Jewish Agency.

B. The American and British Embassies in Turkey and
the Palestine Government have more or less full knowledge
of these proposals, : :

C. These proposals are Xnown to Anerican and Palest-
e inian philanthropic agencies in Turkey and also in Switzer- :
o land, L o : i

D. Bi‘and. LI -




D. Brand states that he must not return to Hungary with-
out Gyorgy, - ’

E. Brand claims that he hag the approval of the German
authorities and of hils own group in Budapest to travel further
to carry on these negotiations and while time is of the essence
no definite deadline has been set, Brand or persons acting
for Brand at his request, or with his consent and approval,
have communicated with persons 1n Budapest indicating that
Brand has been received and that his proposals are being ex-
amined and that one of the first conditions toward urther
exploration is that there be immediate cessation of deporta-
tion of Jews from Hungary.  Brand, o.bthers for him, also
intends to inform Budapest that he will‘leave for Palestine
and perhaps other centers where he believes his proposal can
recelve more authoritative consideration, It is clear that

the United States Government and His Majesty's Government will -

have to be kept fully informed of all developments as they oce
cur and that any proposals should first be discussed with re-
presentatives of these governnents,

F. It has been suggested that the German Gerschaefs-
dienst for southeastern Europe is probably'completely in-
formed of these proposals and possibly some raepresentative
of that group should be authorized to come to a neutral coun-

try for further discussion with persons designated by the
governments interested,

G. It is clear that it appears advisable to keép all :
avenues for negotiation open, first bacause of major military
and political implications involved and also becauee .of “the -
possibility of effecting the reacug;of'arsubstgnbigl numbey: .
of Jews, IS o o T

H. Everyone with whom I have talked racognizes lhetim—_;
possibility of carrying out the proposals as they have been -
stated, but everyone believes that all should be done to con<

tinue exploration.until it is definitely determined that no -

- further gocd can be served by its continuance,.

Finally, I wish to state that this report represents an-
analysis of the views of persons with whom I have talked and-
my own views, I éannot Youch for a)l of the facts but " I-am:
reporting them as I learned thepm, . TR : T

|

May.I also say that the rebort has béen,prepgred in‘great .
haste and under considerable pressure and T should ask your in7:

dulgence on that score, v
Respectfully submitted,
'Y(Signed)

i
RUEBEN. B, ‘RESNIK
Jund 4, 1944, ‘ :

In cape of the American Consulate Géneral,
Istanbul, Turkey.

RBR/MCS .
Copied: HAS~AFH
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26.5.1944.,

The Txacutive of +the uPWlEh Agency in Jerusalem has received the
following authentic report from its representatives in Istanbul, which
WeE orought by ua special messenger.

A well-known Zionist representative in Huhgary, Jeel Brandt, .
arrived on 19th liay by a German plane in Istanbul and reported to the
representatives of the Jewish Agency as follows

e had been sent to Turkey by high German Gestapo chiefs in
Budapest 1o Dlace the following offer before the Jewlsh leaders in £
Palestine, Bagland and America, as viell as the high Allied wuthorities.
4As an alternative to s complete annihilation, the Wazis.are ready to
evacuate one n1lllicn Jews from Hungery, Roumania, Slovakla and Polond
to Spaln or Portugal. In return thay ask for the delivery of ten
thousand motor lorries and of quantities of coffee, tea, cocoa and soap.
As an carnest of their good faith they are prepared, once the offer has
veen accented, terelease a transport of five to ten thousand Jews
without 1mmpuiate1y receiving the corresponding consideration. Tney
are also prepared to exchange Jewslagainst German prisoners of wer. . If
the offer is rejected they will proceed with their programme of whole-
sale liquidation. The smissary must return’ to Budapest vith a reply -
within a fortnight, A

According to Mr.Brandt's *mpresswon the térn of npgotiations can
be prolonged if evidence is forthcoming that the scheme 1is being
earnestly considered in high A11led quarte;s. ‘It is also belleved
that the substitution of cash cajments in Svitzerland-end for
deliveries 1n kind, wholly or in part, is not to be exeluded and. that
bnth sides of the transaction, viz, evacuation and comOpnsation, can
A e raa_lsﬂd by suﬂcnssive stages. -

¥r.Brandt reports. that 300 000 Hungarian Jews are alrpady herded
in concentreation cumps prior to deportation, The‘'rounding up of other
Jews is in progress.” ETight thousand Jews have already been deported
to Poland, Plans hed been made for the daily- deportation to Polanc ..
of 12,000 Jews as from-the 22nd May but presumably this has-been e
deTerred pending negotiations, This report of the 90b1t10n in Hungary
is fully corroborated by gye witness accounts of several Hungarian
Jews who managed Lo escape Over the Roumanlan bordexy embarked at
Constanza and reuched Palestine on the 24th lay. .

. The Jewish ngency fear that in the light of vast exyerience and of
this fresh suthentic information there canmnot be the alightest doubt:
that | the Tate of the Hungarian Jewry is sealed and that Slovakia and
Roumanian Tews will follow suit into the Polish slaughter houses unless
saved in time. ‘Phey Lirmly hope tvhet the magnitude and the sdeningly
fantastic character of the proposition will not dester the high allled . -,
'authoritias from undertaking a concerted and deternined effort to éave
the: greatest posaible nuwber. " They fully Tealise the overwhelning -
difficultiss but believe they might hot prove ‘Insurmouiitable if the - o
task is faced with the boldness dgmanded by the “unprecederted catastrophe. : o
! have aecided that Mr, Shertok should proceed 0’ Iﬂtanbul for a more—v - B
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careful elucidation of the Tacts than is pcssible from Jerusslem.

*.Shertok will report to His li@jesty's Ambassador in inkersa,

The Jewlsh

sgeney. sre keeninz o)1 this information strictly
secrst, :
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