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SEP 28 1944

Dear Jims

I have received your letter of September 19th and I am glad
to lmow that things are nicely under way for you in London.

Your comments concerning the views of the people you have
contacted with respsct to a finel warning to Qermany are of interest
here since we ars recelving urgent requeats for similar action at
this end. We are now giving serious consideration to the issumce of
such a warning. At the moment we are considering a statement from the
military rather than & politicel document such as the Harch 24th
statement of the President.

The confidential information you have sent concerning the
War Crimes Commission was of great interest to us and we ars working
hard on the problem at this end. We are again pressing on the matter
and I enclose for your information a eopy of my latest memorandul to '
State on the questicn,

It is indeed interosting thlt the Britiah are 8till raising -
questions concerning our licenses, As you know, the matter was
thoroughly discussed with Dingle Foot when he was here in Washington
and previous to that tims Btate delivered sn aide memoirs to the
British with a full statement concerning this Government's policy with
respect to the finmoing of rescus and relief operations in enemy :
territory. In case you do not have a copy of the aide memoire, I en- -
close one for your file. In this connsction, I also encloss a copy of
the cable which we sent to MeClelland at the time the Stemmbuch tractor
deal was raised in Bern. You will note that this cable was from the
Departunent, War Refugee Board and FEA and that it olearly states our

policy on these mattera. (By the way, Life Magasine recently published

a picture illustrating why the Germans are so interssted in tractors.
It showed a 1little agrioultural tractor pulling several carloads of
German war materlel through the streets of Paris during the Germmi -
evacuation of the city.) From your oables of September 13th and 16th
concerning license W-2215 and from your letter, it is clear to me that '
you are taking the proper line on this matter. M.E.W., of course, is -
wrong in interpreting our licenses as an atteapt to authorise persons
subjeot to the jurisdiction of the United Kingdom to undertake
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7.~ transactions contrary to the laws and regulations of the United Kingdon,
. v Our licenses authorigo transactions merely insofar as our om regula-~
4 ) ‘¢ tions are concerned. This 1 olearly understood by the groups in this

blockade.

Our food package program is well under way now. The first
15,000 packages arrived in Ootheberg on the Gripsholm and are now in
p the hands of the International Red Cross., The balance of 285,000 are
s now being packed by the American Red Oross and the first batch of
185,000 will leave thie country around October 23rd,

You may be interested to know that, following our instructions
to Dexter to wind up his work for the Board by December lst, we received
requests from Olsen and Hirschmann for authority to bring to a close
their War Refugee Board activities in Stockholm and Ankara., Olsen has
been advised that he may anticipate the olosing out of his War Refugee
Board work by the end of Movember and Hirschmann has been requested to
return to this country for consultation with the Board.

I have discussed with Lux the necessity for clarification of
your position with regard to Treasury work and I understand from him
that Bill Taylor will discuss the matter with you in Londom. Your
tranafer to the War Refuges Board from the State Department has been P
offacted as of September 1lth, - 5

We are sending you all our weekly reports and hope that you
have been raeceiving them prouptly. It ocourrad to me that, in addition
to these, you might like to have the texts of mome of the more recent :
and interesting messages that have come through from Switserland and : T e
Turkey and for your confidential information s 1 enclome copies of :
soveral of these doouments. We shall try to send these to you from'
time to time in addition to our regular reporta,

With kindest personal regards,
’  Sincerely,

(S1gued) Jomn
M. James Mann,

% American Embassy,
London, England.

Enclosures.
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PERSOHAL AND eSisaeemms

Dear John:

In my two weeks here 1 have seen the principal groups
and individuals interestsd in rescue activities. Vew, if
any, of them have any helpful suggestions, and most are
interested only in talking finance. T think we can say
that the various groups view rescue.work as at an end and
are only waiting for the end of organized reslstance in
Sermany . '

The Foles have furnished me with a memorandum of
their suggestions which I forwarded to you with despatch
Ho. 18066 of September 16, I didn't consider this document
of sufficient ilmportance to warrant a cable since all of
the points therein outlined are before the Board. .The Polish
grouns interested in refugees strike me as being as unreal-
{stic as the Poles in the past have been in carrying out their
foreizn policy. They have only one thought in mind and that
is "give us money." They aren't too clear concerning just
how the money will be used inside Poland to effect -either res-
cue or relief. One point which the Poles make and on which
all other groups agree is that the effectiveness of our OWI
broadcasts could be increased and that it would perhaps be
helpful 1f our Government issued a Tinal -warning to- those
guilty of persecuting Jews and others and an-appeal tothe
peoples of the remaining occupied countries- to give Jews .
refuge until the end of the war. I have been unable to- do
anything on the ouT brosdcasts since the broadcasts to: the
Balkans, Czechoslovakia and Poland do not originate here
and the broadcasts are prepared in New York. - The various
groups emphasize that our broadcasts should be cons tantly
repeated and that at present we proadeast an-item for-a day
or so and then forget. it. Of course, I can mot -vouch for
the expertness of the  persons who have made thesé comments.
Tn connection with financial assistance to the Poles, T
feel that the money sent through the Polish Labor Group
was placed 1n the best hands for obtaining results in rescue
work in Poland.

I was somewnat surprised to find that the persons in
the Czech Covernment charged with rescue activities and the
problem of displaced persons aid not know of the War Refugee
Roard. ‘e have, however, had conversations and I am now

awaitin% a memorandum from them outlining the situation-in
Czechoslovakia, together with such sugrestions as they may

care to make.
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I have talked with Herbert Pell, American merber of
tne Jar Crimes Commission, and he has not yet received any
instructions from .gshington dlong the lines of the memoran-
dum and sugcested cable which the Board sent to kir. Stettinius
some time before I left Washington. Pell is very much con-
cerned about this and points out that time is most important
since certain important members of the Cormmission will soon
be leaving for their respective countries as soon as they are
liberated. Pell's heart 1s definitely in the right place but
he 1s not too forceful and I am afraid that he is not alto-
zether clear on the functions of the War Crimes Commission.
For instance, yesterday 1 asked him for a copy of the "terms
of reference" outlining the authority of the Jar Crimes Com-
nission. Hde could not give them to me and stated that he did
not know exactly what the terms of reference were, since they
were contained partly in a document, partly in a speech, etc.
“e appears to abide by all of the decisions of the Law Commit-
tee of the Commission without asking too many questions. How-
ever, in additlon to the story which he gave Dubols, I have
picked up one or two other little tidbits which are most sur-
prising and which may give the Board some ammunition with.

. which to work.

Pell tells me that until a short while ago he had an
assistant by the name of Lawrence Preuss, who .was sent to him
by the Department of State and who cldimed that he was in a
position to speak the Department's views concerning the work
of the Commission. At one time Pell prepared a nemorandum: for
the Law Committee in which he suggested that the Commission
concern itself with crimes committed by one German against
another German, against a stateless person, or against a
national of a German ally. Before- giving such document to -the
Committee, he did not consult Preuss for, as Pell put it; .
Pruess was hils subordinate sént over heré to. advise him, and
in this case he felt that he did not need:his advicé. However,
he took Freuss with him to thé meeting at which he gave:-the
Committee his memorandum, and to his utter surprise and amaze-
ment Preuss spoke against the memorandum and said that it .did
not represent the views of thé Department of State. Preuss
continually opposed Pell in his efforts and eventually went -
back to the Department of State where, presumably,; he now is,
However, before golng he told the clerks in Pell's office .
that he wiould see to it that the War Crimes Commission did
nothing for the Jews. Pell does not know. that T am communicat-
ing this to you. ! was careful not to ask .him whether T could
since I was certain that he would say "no".  Accordinpgly, I
must wern that this information must be discreetly used ‘so
that Pell's position will not be further undermined:-




Another very interesting incident in connection with
the sar Crimes Commission is that on lay 23, 1944, the
cormission sent a letter to the British IForeign Office point-
ing our that the crimes cormitted by a German agalnst another
German, a stateless person, or a national of a German ally
vere not teing censidered by the War Crimes Commission. The
Eritish vorelign Qffice was asked to communicate this to the
various Sovernments represented on the Commission and ask such
Zovernments to explore the ratter and make sugeestions as to
how such should be handled. Ko reply from any Government has
been received to this date. tfell and the Czech representative .
appear to be infuriated by this lacl of response but are doing
nothine. T asked if he were certain that the British Foreign
Office had transmitted the letter to the various Covernments
1z requested, and his answer was that he assumed that it had.
Apparently the British Foreign Yffice is used as the Post
Cffice for the Crimes Commission since the latter has its seat
in London.

The Board's cable to vexter suggestin:: that he prepare
to liquidate his work in the Iberian Peninsula has been received
and I consider the liquidation a very wise move. .Dobkin (Chier
of the Immigration Service for Palestine), whom I knew in .
Portugal, has been in Englend, and of his own .accord he confes-
sed to me that he considered Dexter something of a mental black-
out. 1Incidentally, Dobkin, who has been one of those pushing

hardest for action in the rescue of refugees, -now has no-sugges-

tions concerning action vhich we might take, other than-a ..
final warning along the lines indicated above. = That, T consider
a very good indication that there isn't too much in the way of
new programs to be: instituted, : ) -

Laura ilargolis-of thé JDC is ‘presently in London and hasg

- asked me to arrange transportation for her to Sweden, . T don't:
know what success I shall have with the ‘Embassy, and it is = )
possible that you will have received a cable from me when: you
get this letter asking the Doard's intervention -inm Washington.

I think there is nothing at this point which I can add

to my cables concerning the difficulties which the .PBritish are
making in those cases where funds were remitted .to England for
rescue purposes. - The matter of the so-called uss of hard
currency under Treasury licenses is presumably going to be
discussed with the Ambassador tomorrow or the next day by Eden-
when they discuss relief in kind through the blockade. I have
discussed this matter with Stone of the FEA and told Him that
we were not prepared at this time to make any concessions what-
soever on-our policy. - According to the stratepy agreed upon,
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the Awmbassador will merely listen to the 2ritish comments

and then after the meeting we will decide what to do. 1t is
possible that there will be developments in this conversation
whicih will necessarily have to be reported to idJashington.

As you know, the Ambassador has been extremely cooperative.
I have not had very many things come up which required his
attention. Of course L informed him of my lengthy cable concern-
ing the .lungarien situation (communication of British ilinister
in 3erne). As the IPoard knows, he is very much interested in
our problems. As he puts it, 1n order to do a job in this
field, the work must be more than a job; it must be a religion
with the person. I am certain that if is a religion with the
Ambassador. The Imbassy staff has been cooperative. There is
a shortage of off'ice space and I have had to impose myself on
Buzz and Glendinning. T am sharing an office with Glendinning
vihich is sufficient for my purposes.

Sidney Zrowne has been very nice and has cooperated on
all things, However, 1-have the feeling that he sort of re-
sents my sending the cables "From Hann for Pehle". Accordingly,
in order to humor him, I have written the despatches in rough N
draft and have let him send them in. 4we have .only sent two or S ]
three despatches and I trust that they have been received by N
the Board. .

As yet Buzz has recelved nothing which-could in any way
clarify my position with regard to Treasury work. 'He wrote a
letter, which he mentioned to me,; to Lux on. this matter the
ionday after I arrived. However, he has recelved nothing in
reply. I wish to point out that it is difficult for me to be
of much assistance to Buzz until the Treasury h=s madé some
move clarifying my sbtatus. As you know; Buzz -is doing the" most
confidential sort of work and it could prove. embarrassing for .
an employee of the var Refugee Board to e turned loose on such
projects before some kind of clarification from the Treasury
Department is received. Buzz has beer- extremely nice and has
been of great help to me on many. of the problems: here.- :

It would be very helpful if someone at the Board could
take a few minutes and drop me a personal letter,; bringing me
up to date on the happenings there and the plans for the future.
Also, I have not been advised whether my transfer from State
to the Board has actually been effected. I ‘would appreciate
knowing about this. = ) .

Sincerely yours, j

A 7

es H. Mann
Hr. John W. Pehls, : R
Executive Director, Fs ﬂ‘?“" 3 AL, e, G,
Vlar Refugee Board, P, Sk, “7 .
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