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Dear Coi. Gerhardt& 

r am s11nding you herewith a copy of a cable received 
from .!lldrid under date of July 12, 19441 which I.believe 
will be of interest to you. 

Enclosure 

Col. Harrison A. Gerhardt' 
Bxeoutive to the Aeaistm t 

S.oretary or War, 
Roc. 41886, 
Pentagon Bu1ldtng1 
1raeh1ngtan, D.O. 

FH&db 7/lS/44 ~ ._ 

Very truly yours, 

J. w. Peble 
Executive Director 

' -! 
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GEM-981 
Distribution of' 
true reading 01ily by 
speci~l arrangement. --·W) Dated July 12~ 1944 

Rec'd 3:37 a~m., 13th, 

1\'il:):.r. 
f\~l&~~· ~ 

· .. ,, 
Secretary of' State, 

Washington. 

~~.· f$_ -~·it"'· 2426; July 121 . 5 p.m. . . -~ if 

The Milits_ry Attache has advised the Embassy ~~---~;' 
the contents of' a telegram which he has received ~ 

f'rom We.shington stating thP.t there have been discussions 

etwecn War DepP.rtment and WarRef'ugee Board concerning 

of interference- by Civilian Jewish rof'ugoes 

with th·J escRpe of' Lllicd airmen into Spe.in from G;;rman 

territory, 

This p-roblem is one with which the Embassy has 

been seriously concerned since early June when definite 

evidence of such interf'erence, together with inf'ormation 

that. at least two groups of' L.morican <:nd British air-

men had as consequence been intercepted by Gorman 

patrols, vras brought to its attention, Tho mo.-G-i:;m' vms 

reported by I·i!ilitr:ry Attnche to Wnr Dopnrtmont nt that 

time and evor·y ef'fort hns. since been made to ascertain 

'che circumsta.nc0s under which tho reportod intorforonce 

has taken. 

DECLASSIFIED 
State Dept. Letter, 1·11·72 

By R. H. Parks Date S £ P 2 '( 1972 

----------: 
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-2;.,#2426, July 12, 5 p.m., froni.MI', .>id~ 

has tnkGn place. _ 

This questiol?-__ was also discussed-nt lGhgth -lvith 

11innn of War Refuge a Bo~rd upon his nrri v10d in Spain 

' and, in ordGr to deterlll;i,:ne whethGr operations bcirig 

carried on by Sequerra ~ndcr Treasury lice_nsc W~2155 

were in any way respons.ible for the reported inter­

ference, Mnnn was asked· to go to Barcelona :to invosti-
/ 

gate such activities in cooperation with 1\nlerican 

Consulate General. Results 9f such investigation 

have indicated that it is highly :unlikely th£>_t cases 

of interfei•erice with escape of Allied airmen can be 

traced to Sequerrats C-<rrent operations whi<;:h appear, 
•: 

in fact, .to involve .few o't. clandestine n:ctivitfcs 

Gnvisaged unde-r above-stated lic~n~·3 but in view. of 

paramount importance ettache4 to escape of such airmen, 

Sequerra has been impressed vr.i.th necessity of avoiding 

any action le2.ding to interference and has £>_greed to 

keep Consulete General Barcelo~n informed in detail 

concerning his ncti vities. 

It appears to be consensus on bP.sis of avnilable 

evidence that cases of interference so far reported 

have resulted from individual wev.lthy Jowi_sh refugees 

having bought their way into convoys of escaping 

-, 

I 
/ 
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-3-#2426, July 121 . 5 p.m., f'r.orn Madrid.__ 

hnerican and Briti'sh flyers ·but it is _suggested that 
'- ' - ~. . -. . . . . 

orgr>.nizations in United States concerned. with rescue· 

oT. civilian refUgees from German o'ccupied areas be 

warned that their activities must in nci way be permitted 

to jeopardize the escape of. Allied militnry porsoin1el 

f'rom such areas. 

REPEATED TO LISBON AS 17!). 

MRM 
WTD 

BUTTERWORTH 
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THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF WAR 
WASHINGTON 

Mr. John W. Pehle 
Executive Director 
11ar Refugee :Board. 
Treasury Department 
li'ashington 25, D.· C. 

Dear Nr. Pehle: 

15 July 1944 

Enclosed herewith is a copy 
1 
of the repo_r·t 

submitted by the military attache ~rhich you 
recently requested. 

Enc. 

Sii10erely, 

~ 
Colonel, General Staff Corps 

Executive to Ass't Secretary of War 

Dli:CLAS8IF'IED 
OSD Letter, 5-3-72 

JAN 12197J 



Mr. John W. Peh1e 
F~ecut1Ye Director 
War Refu&ee Board 
Treasury Department 
Waehi~on 25, D. c. 

Di&r Mr. Peh1e: 

15 July 1944 

Enoloted herewith 11 a oopy
1
of the report 

submitted by the military attache which you 
recently requested. 

F.nc. 

Sincerely, 

HARRISON A. GEBBABDf 
Colonel, General Staft~Corpe 

Exeoutt.Ye to Alll 1 t Seo.retary of War 

J)ICLAS!IP'I:ID 
OBD Letter, 5-8-72 

JAN 121973 
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WAR DEPARTMENT 
MILITARY INTELLIGENCE SERVICE 

WASHINGTON 

,~·". ~~·llll!f 

MEMORA!~JlJM ~'OR MAJOR EIJNARD H. UILLER, MIS L/0 to State Department: 
c, .. ~· ........ 

Subject: Assistance'to Military Escapees' and Refugees, 

Request that the inclosed paraphrase of War' Department cable to the 

Milita.ry Attache, Madrid, Spain, be delivered to Mr. John 1'/, Pehle of' 

the War Ref'ugee Board, 

Chief', 

1 Incl. 

SWEET,• 
lonel, G,s.c., 

rsonnel and Material Branch, 

' 
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6 July 1944. 

)(E!lORAHDJM FOR JIAJOR ElMARD H. KILLER, IllS L/0 to State Departmenta 

Subjeota Aasiatanoe to Uilitary Eeoapsee and Re~Jgese, 

Request that the inolosed pa~phrass of War Department oable to the 

W.li tary A ttaohe, lladrid, Spain, be deli verad to Hr. John Yi, Pahle of 

.the War Refugee Board! 

1 Inol. 

i!USSELL H. SWEET, 
Oolonel, G,s.c., 

Ohief, Captured Personnel and Material Branoh. 

(!:a !• 
")J •• IJU ll. 

.)~ .. r / JIOLASBI11'IEII 
1JID. Letter, 6a8•72 

-SEP 2 7 1972. 



\"-_ 

' -
l 

t ~\- ~~·:/lii1 D1/CIT 
~lb:Wlllilb u 
2 ,~'\.>.t'h:. ___ ;_,~ 

Jl 
• 

:"-.::· .oh1·:_ ~e cf >;os:o:'l.ge I'io. •._._'-{ :)91?6, 1 J·ul:,- 1944;'- from i;;Is 
c _ __.> _.:.-r:-.!>:·-r:, t.c: :-iili -r .. • ...... ~" --:.:;t,·~(l1..e, rJn.:::ric~~n ~:znbc_ss~-, L'!:::td7'id, 
-;J '" :'.r:. 

!"--'ef'e--.. er..('e :2 1.· de to ~-o~p~· -::1~.:51:-9 of 14 .;une 1944. 'l'lle :~itu-
. tion :--efeP:·ed "Lo :'.r. V-is c;:,ole "'-•<: tl~-3 2-.JJ,jeet of :'. t.c.lk ·.-.-i t:-t 
Jo~-.rj :. ?ehle, ·.:ho i:~ -=-..xecutiv~ lji::--:::eto:- of T:~e .c.~ ?efug-ee 
'io .~d. ,_~. r'ei-cle, .. -ho i:o r''ull:;· cooperr.tive, full:-r agr-ees that 
tr,;Jt tr:e st i1 1:~,t:.or.. ~ho1:ld "-.Jo -~ ... ee-'ci..fied · ·:, .... ,teve::- steos ;lre 

.~ ~~s; :::~~.E.":~"~~~- t~~ r~~~; t i~:-.• ~P'~i·~~~. "~~e~': ~-~~~t~i ~~~~o[n ~;~ 
·-i ·;in.g -:t < sol•_; l-ior: -r.c t.~e P"oole::: •ron con"L<3ct Mann, tell 
~1i:!:. of t:-_e ~i t'...1·1tio~, <.:nd ::..Rk ris ·-:e_!..[l. Pehle :::c~rees ~~.:i th 11s 

t!"' .... t t.he~~ :.:e ~ !\1ll .:~eE~'0[:c-_;:.ion of :::• .. ::f'u~-teB :~nd asc:i.pees, 
-=-T:•i "L-:~-:.~t !'Jtli t-.::?"'-· e;:;co--;Jees not iJe m.ixed ····l_ tr. ?.""·efueees. 'l1he 
,;oir.t Dist:·i':lt~tion CoE;mi-r,tee, -.;hic!t c0 el1_le eonte.cted, ht'Vinc 
full. confidence in tt.e judn::ent of .. :c.nn, hc:s inst:r-ucted J·:u:mn 
-:-.o r~cke ·~n:' t:'~•-_nfe:'l in TDC o:perations -,,-_;-_j_c]-, ;c;re needed to 
r:.:;ctif~.· tl--!.is ir...te!'·feTence. J:i, it is considered necessb.ry b:.r 
''0'-'- s.r.d ;;.,_mn co stCJp roll c.ssist3.nce 'to refufees across the 
!:Jo:'ds:- from F:>:ence to 3D-'.in in order- to urotect mili t.ary es­
C=.i)ees, tl1en !•;t=.nn is "'ntl;orized to give ~-.'h:c;tever directions 
~~e ngca2.ss.·~·~;- L·O the u-Dc rep!'esent.._::;_ti ve i:!l S"p~1in to accomp.lish 
t:J.it~ end. Ho·.··eve:r-, -.·;e "-~-e not sure ti--.c,_t cOml)lete cessation of 
J':CC tl('ti viti 8.3 is necesseJ·" to ins'l re this uro'tection of es-'­
c.:0ees. ~e'f'lt:ee c.ciJi• i ties if :::>':o:Jerl:,, supervised by the JDC 
s:~o·.!ld be h.elpful in fu·:nishing do_pe v1hich :;ill c.ssiE:t and 
~~::_::-t'".CJ:-- r.:::Jvement of mili t-::.ry esc<~pee:o ac1·oss the :wrench-Spanish 
-~o-:-de:r-. '~l'!e movements of re:ftJ.Fees before they reach Spain, of · 
coJ;;-se, "':--e not t~a concern of the JDC, and ·-they may be diffi­
cnl t to cont:r-ol, in that the'r will more than likely be will'ing_ 
-uo .s;>end )_;_, rge =~mo·;_nts of money in -procuring ~:ouides or helpers 
tc J~el') t 1,em ro.c:c·o::Js the border in sDi te of tlJ3 fact 'that there 
r~::;.- je- r:d.li t:::.r;: esce.;;ees in t.he gro,:l.p. Suggest ~·ou ge-t togetl;Jer 
v;i th ,.:c~nn ,_md o.d,vise _us._o.f _the l'esul t of' this conference. 

ORIGil~i.'lOR: G ,-, 
-:, 

INF'O PJ:!r'iiOl~: Ol'D 

DECLASSIFIED 
Jsn Lettor,_ 6-8-72 

SEP 27 1972 
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.MJS 6 il8&D 

?c;rP.phrnse of Message No. ;,_,R :)9146, l...July 1944, from MIS 
CPM Branch, to Mili t•lry .. ttac~e, .-morican l!Jnbussy, Madrid, ' 
Sp'lin. 

Reference i~ mude to your fiL:!529 of 14 June 1944, The :3i tu­
'ition referred to in this c&ble vns the subject of u tttlk with 
Jolm '1>. Pehle, ·.-:h'o is ;,.xecutlve Dl:--i3cto~ of the I'•P.r 'Refugee 
BoC>rd. Mr. Pehle, who is fully cooperE;ti ve, fully i'grees th8.t 
tlwt thrl Ri tu~tton should bu ::-ectified whatever steps ure 
necess:n·y. He st•;tes tl!•,t the '"sst. i~xec~Jtive Director 'liRB, 
hlr, James H. Mv.nn, is now in ~lpain, and suggests that in ar­
riving c~t. 8 solution ~o the p!·oblem you contact Mann, tell 
him of the si tuG.tion, dld .lflk his ilelp. Pehle agrees with us 
that there be n full segragution of refugees e.nd escupees, 
'md tlH.:t rnili tary escu.pees not be mixed vrt th refugees, The. 
Joint Distribution Committee, ·.vhich .Pt3l'.le contacted• hu~ 
.full confidence in the jud@llent of .Mann, has instructed Munn 
to make any changes in JDC operu.tions which are needed to 
rectify this interference, ·If it is considered necessary by 
you and Mann to stop all assistance to refUgees across the 
border from France to Spain in order to protect mill tury es­
capees, then Munn is authorized to give ·1;he.tever directions 
~re necessary to the JDC representative in Spain to accomplish 
this end. However, v;e are not sure that complete cessation of 
JDC act! vi ties is necessary to insure this protection of es­
capees, Refugee e:ctivi ties if properly supervised by the JDC 
should be helpful in fUrnishing dope which will assist and 
further movement of mlli tary escapees across the Jt'rench-Spanish 
border. 'I'he movements or refugees before they reach Spain, of 
course, are not tbe concern of the JDC, and they may be diffi­
cult to control, in that thoy will more than likel:-y be willing 
to spend L<rge !.illlounts of money in procuring guides or helpers 
to help them across the border in spite of the f~;~.ct that·there 
may be mi.li Mry escapees in the group. Suggest you get 1!ogether 
with Mann and adYi :;e ua of the result of th1 s conference. 

· ORIGIN,,TOR: 
INFO HM;l'IIONI 

G-2 
O.PD 
AS/W. 

(i[(8J«<J[$a 

. D!OLASSl.P'fD 
'SD Lotter, 5·B•11 

SEP 27 1972 I 
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J1111e 29, 1944. 

TO: Lt. Col. Gerhardt"' 

FROM: J. W. Pehle 

Attached is a draft of a cable 

to the Military Attache pursuant to our 

discussion. Also attached for the information 

ot the War
1
Department are three despatches 

received from the British with reference to 

this matter. 

(~) J.t. Nile 

Attachments 

~JWPehle:lhh 6/29/44 



DRAFT OF CABLE FROM\WAR DEPARTMENT '1'0 MILITARY ATTACHE, ~1ADRID 

Reference your no. 12629, June 14• 

This matter has been discussed with John W. Pehle, , 
Executive Director War Refugee Board, who is fully cooperative 
and desires to take all possible action to straighten out 
situation. He advises that James H. Mann, Assistant Executive 
Director WRB, is now 1n Spain and requests that you advise 
Mann fully ot the problem and eeoure his-~ooperat1on 1n 

working out a solution. 

It is suggested by us and Pehle that there be oomplete 
separation of esoapees'and refugees and that arrangements be 
made to ensure that refugee groups are not mi~ed with military 
escapees. Pehle has conferred with the Joint Distr.iblltion . 
Committee which has f'ull confidence 1n Mann's Jlldgment and 
which authorizes him to make any changes 1n JDC operations 
which nre requisite to meeting the situation. If you and 
Mann both feel that the complete cessation of any activities 
by the JDC representatives 1n Spain, looking toward as~t1ng 
refugees to cross the French-Spanish border, is necessary 1n 

order to protect the lives ot escapees, Mann is authorized to 
issue the necessary instr11ctione to that end to the JDO 
representatives in Spain~ It should be pointed ou'li, however,­
that we are not clear that such action is necessary to accomplish 
this purpose and suggest that under proper coordination and 

supervision the representatives ot the JDO may as a ma\ter ot 
fact assist by providing information and in other ways help 
further the movement of escapees over the border. 

In practice, however, it may be very diffio~lt to control 
the activities of refugees on the French side of the border 
who undoubtedly otter any guides available large sums of 111oney 
to bring them across even though escapees are 1n \ne party. 
Such individual acts of ref11gees are not, of course, the 
responsibility or subject to the control ot the JDC. 

Please report bs.ck attar diao11ss1on with Mann. 

~le:lhh 6/29/44 
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Dear Johnr June 28, 1944; 

Will you please oall me 

as soon as you have read these? 

G,L,l'farren. 



• .'\ • .... 
Lord Halifax 

8 p.m., June 20, 1944 

3:57 p.m. " 20, n 

Followinr; received from L'adrid tel. l1o.942 
of June 19 repeated to Barcelona, 

Your tel. No. 745. 

Incidents referred to in my tel. i~o. 925 
resulted from precisely this process i.e. Jews 
tempted the guides working for a British organisation 
to take a large party of civilians and lu~gage at 
the same time by offering greatly inflated prices. 

2, Actually inflated prices matter less than 
slowing up and consequent interception of parties 
of British and U,S.airmen, Since sending my tel, 
No,925 I have heard of another case (in the· '![estern 
Pyrrenees) where one of our parties of 17 strong 
was combined with a party of 37 civilians (with 
luggage): it was in consequence intercepted by 
German guards, two R.A.F. officers, one Flight 
Lieutenant and one American being caught. All 
except 5 civilians wers caught as well, 

3. I have also asked u~. Farquhar for his comments 
on your telegram. 

4, Please repeat to '!lashington as my tel, No, 
237. 

DECLASSIFIF.O 
By Authority of Rri h'sJ, 

G(Jv'f. feleqram1 
By __Rf:/__f__na te SEP 27 197L 
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• 
Mr. Eden 

Lord Halifax 

2:55 p.re., June 10, 1944 

10.26 a.m., " " " 

Followint; received from !.'e.drid tel. l'o, 
925 of June 15. Be~ins. 

~v tel. No.494. ·-

Evidence is acoumulatins that efforts 
bein.:; made by these Jewish organisations 

to help Jewish civilians out of France are 
seriously prejudicing the chance of British 
and u.s. airmen. 

2, On two occasio11s recently parties of 
airmen enterin;; Spain in the Eastern Pyrenees 
came to Grief on the French side of the 

np nsnn 

frontier owing to the inclusion of such refugees 
in the party, one R,A,F, Flight Sergeant and 
five u,S, Air Force beins captured by the 
Germans.. Since then another party of R,A,F, 
crossinG further west ran alto:.;ether unnecessary 
risks by the inclusion of Jewish civilians, 
whose luggage had to be carried by R,A,F. 
officers and who even refused to share their 
food ·.·:i th our men. 

3. To put an end to such a state of 
affairs I \'lould recomr>end that the stronr:;est 
pressure be put on the head~tlarters of t 11ese 
Jewish or:;anisations in London and ';;e.shinc;ton 
and that ae;eEts in the field be order under 
no circumsta)lCes to help such refugees. 

4. Mr.Lichtenstein' of the Jewish" Agency 
has recently been visiting refugees who 
have arrived by the routes in question. I 
would be interested to !mow if he is authorized 
to arranGe such clandestine escapes1 if so, 
I should oppose any further journeys by him to 
Spain; which he has asked ;:~: me to facilitate. 

5, Please repeat to Yfashington as my tel, 
No, 233. 

DECLASSIFIED , h 
By Authority of 8t i ±r S ~ 

G4u't teleqtam1 i-tJ-2)... 
ay_Jf)ip ___ Date SfP '},7 ~I { 

I 
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Lr. Eden 

Lord lla1ifax 

4:50 n,Jn, June 16th, 1944. 

2al3 p.m. n n n 

Addressed' to ],;adrid telegram 
745 June 15th repeated to '.'ia.shin_;ton. 

·:;ashin~~ton telegram 3042 to 
?orei~n Office repeated to you as telegram 
201 para.Braph 1. 

I presume that the "strait;ht 
payment of pesetas to certain Spanish ;;uicies" 
has been made by representatives of Joint 
at Barcelona, Guides are used to rescue 
British and American service personnel anc 
there is little doubt that in lirr.ited areas 
in which this type of wor!.: is possible the9e 
guides are t}!e same people whoever pays 
them. 

2. If services of these guides a.rs 
in request from diffo~0nt directions they 
may auction the;n to highest bidder. British 
authorities and Joh1t may thus bid against 
one o.nothcl'. :loth parties will -suffer from 
enhanced prices demanded and British 
authorities ".'lill have their available supply 
of buides reduced to the extent that Joint 
may outbid th.;ln, 

Pleo.se telegraph yoUl' views. 

DECLASSIFIED 
By Authority of Bri b· sb 
Go,J'f. iefe~ta% 1-12-Z~ 
By ~ H P ., ____ Date. SEP 27 J9!(. 
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Colonel Gcr~wrdt of tne :!ar iJen:>rtment handed to me 
todav 8 Cc>ble fron: the J.:ilit?rv Att8.che in l"a.clrid, vrhich 
is attCJcheo. l-ie said t!12t ·the· militA.ry movement in 
cue!"tion ~<ras h:=tndled primarily by the :Gritish CJ.nd ·no Hord 
h<>.d been received from the British as yet ?8 to ctny diffi­
culty. He sug~ested that we rn1ght not to mix the ~ove­
ments of escR.~ees and. refugees to which I fully agreed. 
I told hir~ v'e vrould get in +,ouch vri th hi~ about the matter 
a.fter clisc1..1ssing it with the JJJC, 

Later tocia.y I mentioned the .matter to George 'iip,rren: 
He told me tha,t 'i'11orolcl of the Bri tish'Embassv vra.s send­
ing to him several letters rela.ting to the sB.ine matter 
1·'LliCi'1 seemed to raise the san:e issue nerha.Ds in a some­
\•lllat more S;)fCific way. I told ':J;;u·ren I I·!Ould send him 
2. copy of thP cable receivecl from the i-:ilitary Attc:.che in 
J',2drici. aDd clear with him the reply to be sent through 
milita.ry c11a.nne1s. 'l'his vras entirely agreeable to Warren. 

f'' 
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MEMORANDU14 FOR THE FILES: 

·~· 
.i\·. ·.· ...... ''_ . . 

June 24, 19411 

Colonel Gerhardt of the War Department handed to me 
today a cable from· the Military Attache in Madrid, which 
is attached. He said that the military movement in 
question was handled primarily by the British and no word 
had been received from the British as yet as to any diffi­
culty. He suggested ~hat we ought not to mix the move­
ments of escapees and refugees to which I fully agreed. 
I told him we would get in touch with him about the matter~ 
after discussing it with the JDO. · 

. Later today I ment10l')'ed the matter to George Warren. 
He told me that Thorold of·the British Embassy was send­
ing to him several letters. relatJ.ng to the same matter 
which seemed to raise the same tssue perhaps in a some­
what more specific way. I told Warren I would send him 
a copy of the cable received from the Military Attache in 
Madrid and clear with him the reply to be sent through 
military channels. This was entirely agreeable to Warren. 

(l!ped) •••• ~ 

JWP:mgt 6/24/44 



PARAFHRASE 

TO· . War Department 14 June 1944 

Nr. 12529 

./ 
Operations of Schwartz, American Joint Distribution 

(hrt ~,1-fu-y) 
Co mni ttee_ (stateless refugees) interferinr~ with EscP.:pees11 in 

Barcelona area. Str cmgly urge representations be made to 

committee through State to prevent interference. Escapees VJ/t~fl;'f) 

complain refugees :probably by paying· large arounts mixed 

with escapee groups and Endangered their safety as they were 

not able to keep up. They insisted on carrying large 

quantities of belorgings and :persuaded the guides to delay. 

The H/A is investigating further •. 


