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EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT
W AR REFUGEE BOARD

INTER-OFFICE COMMUNICATION

10 Mr, Pehle

FROM Mr, Friedmsn

After exsmining the attached cable from Ankara, the Bloom
Resolution and the cebles exchanged between ourselves and Steinhardt
during my absence from the office I suggest the following:

(1) Do not answer the attached cable, When Steinhardt
is here explain the reasons for the introduction of the Bloonm
Resolution and ask him for a fuller account of the situation
on the Turkish, Bulgarien border, From my own reading of the
cables I do not think that we have a sufficiently good case to
deny the arguments in the attached cable, .The only thing to do..
is to probe a little in conversation with Steinhardt to see the
bases of his strong opinion that the Turkish Government is-doing
everything vossible in refugee matters, Unless his case is very
wegk, I would indicate to him that we will of course accept his
Judgment about not giving publicity to the Bloom Resolution,: -

(2) While we may not be in a position to ‘ask Bloom to
wlthdraw his resolution, I should be inclined to talk with him
informally explaining that as a result of facts expressed to .
you pereonally by Steinhardt end which were not known at the time
of the Bloom Resolution, you are now convinced that it would
not produce any substantial benefits and might cause some harm,
If properly put on this basis of "newly discovered end secret
information® Bloom might be willing without embarrassment to let
the matter dle, I do not know whether we are in a position to
do this but my own feeling is that we should let the matter die,

if at all possidble,
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& @ gdeferred to in your 583} June 29, publlclty here but

it would be even more hsrmful were it £o reGeive publlcity

in the United States as such publicity wpuld 1mmed1ately

be reproduced in the Turkish press,

I .suggest, therefore,

that Gangressman Bloom be requested immediately to

withdraw the: resolution, making eVery possible effort

to avoid all publicity with respect to-it,

My’reasons are as follows (A) "Recognition"

by the house of Representatives that "full advantage

has not been taken of the great opportunities for the
evacuation of refugees in the Balkan countries through
Turkey" is an implied criticism of the activities of

the WAB and will unquestionably be so construed.

Furthermore
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-2~ #2010, July 3, 10 p.m. (BECTION ONE) from'nnkara
Furthermore, the statement is inaccurete in that the
fullest advantage has been taken commensurate with

. existing conditions which 1% becomesvincreasingly
apparent are not fully understood,in the Unitedf'
States. ' | o

As long as 1t remains the policy‘of'the German

Government to put every conceivaole obstacle in the
way ‘of the exit of Jews ‘from the Balkans, it is only:v
p0531b1e to rescue those whose departure is permitted
by the uerman authorities or who succeed in escaping
surreptitiously. In so far as concerns the transportation

',to'safety of those who succeed in escaping, it ill
behooves a branch of the legislature of the Government
of the United States. ‘to declare that full-advantage'
has not been taken of the' great opportunities for
the evacuetion of refugees in the Balkan countries as
.long as the Government of the United &tates continues
to fail to make: available a single vessel to those
charged with effecting these rescuee.
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Secretary of State were to urge the Government of

Turkey to facilitate the entry of refugees who ' can

|

escape from the Nazis into Turkey, he might well
be requested by the Turkish vaernmént to specif&
when and under what circumstances therGovernméhf of
Turkey has refused entry into Turkey;to Jéwish.
refugees who escapéd from the Nazis; As the Board
has previously been adviged, only Qhe isolated
instance of this kind is known %o tﬁe Embassy, as
against which the Turkish Govérnment has granted
entry and transit to thousands of Jewlsh refugees,
many of whom have arrived without documents of‘any
kind, since the outbreak of the war. The Turkish

Government would probably further reply that while
it had : ;
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-2~ #2010, June 3,. 10 p.m., from Ankafa,

1t Had.made one of itd six passenger vessels BEET

available for the evacuation of Jewish refugees-
- from the Balkans, the use of which hes been denied
-only by the failure of the Germans to grant a safe
conduot the Government of the. United_States has
thus far failed to make available ‘a single vessel
for this purpose, notwithstanding the offer of the
Turkish Govarnment to employ its own Vessefs for
‘evacuating refugees from Balkan ports to Istanbul ‘
~and-to make use of American vessel elsewhere in
substitution thereof. TR : 'f' T ;—
JAg to the rsquest that the Turkish Goﬁernment
vestablish a’ refugee camp in which Jewish reﬂugeesi
can be temporarlly sheltered the Turkish Government
would doubtless\inquire of the Secretary of State R
as to who 18 to be placed in” these refugee camps,.}jf 7
pending the arrival in Turkey of a sufficient number
»of refugees to make such camps necessary. In this
connection it should be borne in* mind that the;;
largest number of Jewish refugees who, have ever;arriwedz
vin Turkey from the- Balkans at one time ‘has been‘
approximately 350, and that thus far thsre hasvbeenl

no;sérious—
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-3 #2010, June 3, 10 p.m., from Ankara,

no.serious 4ifficulty in immedlately transporting to
Palestine the grouos'who have arrived, Furthermore,
were temporary asylum in Turkey necessary pending
transportation facilities to Palestine, the ebsorp— )
“tive capacity of the Jewish communi ty- of istanbul
is not less thah the thousand pensons. In view of
the foregoing cinenmstEnoee’a pequeet:of the Turkish
Government® to establishra;refugeé'cam§1at7pnisAtime
for Jewish refugees oohld'on1j higbiéy’groee ignofande'
of the refugee prbolem;iniTufkey ené subjeoteihe
Government of the. Uhlted States to rididule. ;

-'The War Refugee Board may wish to 1nquire of
Congressman Bloom as to the, souree of” the erroneous

information on whlch his resolution Was predlcated

4STEINHARDT
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! it would be even more harmful were it to.receive publicity -

in the United Statés as such publiicit‘y—'vvéuld‘ immed'ieteiy
be reproduced in fhe ‘Turkish press, - I sugges@ therefore
that, QQP%FGSBmﬂnnBloom be requested 1mmediately to
withdraw the resolutlon, making every p0331ble effort
) to avoid ail publicity with respect to 1it.
) My reasons are as follows (Aj "Recognitionf
by the house of Representatives that "fullradventege”
has not been taken of the great opportunities for the ©
evacuation of refugees in the Balken,countries through
Turkey" is an implied criticish'of the activipiesref
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-2~ #2010, July &, 10 p.m. (SECTION ONE) from Ankara
Furthermore, the statement is inaccurate In;thatrthe ”
fullest advantage has been taken commensurate with
existing conditione which 1t becomes increaelngly.v
apparent are not fully understoodrln the United_
States. | ‘ ;

As iong asrit remains ‘the policy of the;German
Government to put every conceivabple obstecle;in;tne.
way of the‘exit of-Jene fnom the Balkans;'it'is oniy
possible to rescue those whose deparuure s perggtted
- by the uerman authorities or who succeed 1n escaping
surreptitlously. In Bo.far as«ooncerns the transportatlon
to safety of those. whe’ saeceea'-m escenin‘g,rit 111
behooves a branch of the legislature of the Government
of the United States to declare that full advantage
has not been taken ‘of the great opportunities for »
the evacuation of refugees 1n the Balkan countrles as
long &8 the Government of the United StateS*continuesi
to fail to make available a single vessel to. those
charged with: effectlng these rescues,
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