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. US Polad, AFHQ, :
APO 512, PM, New York
October 6, 1944,

Dear John:

1 have just returned from Bari where I made
a falrly thorough check-up on the proposed evacuation
of Jewish refugees from Yugoslaviay 4s I cabled you
(No. 113) only 29 bersons were evacuated on September
18th and none since that date. Since we had been given
to understand that the people would be coming out-at
8 rate fasper than this, it was felt that some inves-
tigation was necessary,

The first thing learned was that :the weather con~
ditions were bad. As you no doubt are already aware,
these people are located in Croatia and .can only come
out by plane--usually the return trip of the planes
whioh bring in supplies. Starting about September 27th
there has been bad flying weather all over Italy and
Yugoslavia==so bad, in fact, that the 15th 4ir Force
has been«grounded for the longest reriod in its entire
existance, This, however, did not account for the per=
iod betwwen the 18th and the 27th. This might have
been accounted far by the evacuation of airmen and
wounded who have priorlty over refugees but an exam~
ination of records showed that very fem persons in
these categories arrived during this. period, :

Further 1nvest1gatiog disclosed that about the
2lst of September: sharp political difference had dev-
eloped betwwen the Brithish and Americans on the one x
hand and the Partisans on the other. It appears that
Tito'has made himself almost unavailable to British
and Admerican representatives and further that he had
insisted that the British amd American officers in L £
Yugoslavia be severely limited in number and activity=~
that they could-only be:attéched to  the headquarters of -
the larger Army units and that they could only commun=
icate with lower: echelons through designated Partisan -
officers. This was considered to be an intolerable sit-

~uatiog and was met by the refusal on the part of the

British and American authorities (with the consent, I

&m told, of:-Roosevelt and Churchill) to: send in further = =

supplies until the Partisans had changed thelr position. -
This situation had eontinued up %o the-present and , of

:"oourse;ih&s~3harply4reduoed;the,nﬁmber'offplanestgoinggs

into the country. There is no assurance when this,will_:f
change but 1it.is hoped that it will be soom. . = L
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The_informatig: eoncerning the political situation
has been classifiled as top secret end should therefore
be treated by you accordingly, I am sure, however, as I
cabled you that you willl be able to get further infore

madtion on the present situation and as to future devel-
opménts fmom the State Department Which is being kept

fully informed., ) ’ ]

After learning the above information, Perlman and
I called on the Baitish major in Forece 399 who has been
handling all of the details of the evacuation. He told
us that the list of ‘persons to be evacuated had been .
increased from 650 to about 700 by the Partisans, The
latter, it appears,- are guite willing, in fact anxious,
to evanuate this group., There are about 1100 Jewish -
refugees~=all formerly on the Island of Rabe=~who are
now in the neighborhood of lopusko which is southeast
of Karlovac. The Partisans want to keep all of the men
between 16 and 50 but all others, old men, women and .
ghildren can go. Lhe people, the major said, were not

in immediate danger of annihilation by the Germans but they

were destitute, had little to eat and were sadly lacking
in clothing and shelter, In this respect they:were much
worse off than the local Croats who. had some farmlands

&s & source of foodjy in some cases {(but not ell) have
someé sort of shelter; and usually have a few sheep as

a wool supplys. The Partisans have glven some relief to
this group but since the Partisensg themselves have very
littke such relief has been proportionately small, There-
fore, the Partisans are anxious to see all but the able
bodied go since they do not belong in this area in the
first place, they constitute a drain on the food supply )
and they constitute @& difficult group to move should the
Germens enter the area. : ’ o : :

The major said nothing about the political site
uation and attributed the halt in evacuation to the .

. weather and the lack of planes. He said that he hoped: .

that the weather would clear up.-in .a few days and-that
the evacuation of refugges start again onge the airmen -
and wounded had been cared for, He estimated that it
would takKe. several months to clear up the whole group
but said, that in his opinion, there was: only a five
or fen percent chance of the Germans coming into. this
area on thelr retreat, In the meanwhile, he fely that .
there was great need for immediate relief which he was:
trying to arrange. lhe Partisans had agreead to :permit
one plane load of food,clothing and medicines to come

L e of this group and it wWas ex=
pected that {t would go-in shortly, Most of the material
to go on this-plane is available, and Perlman has agreed

3o furnish money (and,goods,_if;possible) rqr;anyrnegds i

which areé-lacking,:

E
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4t Lhere are more German tr

forces fighting for the G

whieh the Germans
&ppears that when

the neighboring countryside.
bassed by them without incide

bad, it may hinder

near fafure.

Mro Johnwo Pehle - =

War Refugee Board
.. Vashington, 25, DC

He then disoussed a little furthe

r the possibility of
the annihildtion of thdis group

during a German retreat.,

oops in Yugoslavljat present than
, ) previously because of evacuations from Bu

lgaria, Greecee
and Rumanla but on the other hand man

Y of the satellite

ermans are no longer considered
to be dependadle, 1t also appears that while T

in the lowlands, it is not on the obviaus esoca
migiht be expected te take,
the Germans retreat,
éxpected to burn villiages and possibl
they will have neither the time nor fa

o+ It further

while they may be
¥y commit atroeit
cilities %o socour
If so, Topusko should be

However, if the contrary should appear,
stated that he would immediately reccomend the
of additional planes for a mass evacuation as a
humanitarian measure. About 20 6r 25 planes cou
out the entire group in one trip, He felt however that
this would not be necessary and that the plane load of
supplies would tide over the refugees until they could
be brought out in the regular course of events,

‘allocation

I have suggested to you by cable,
you have someone keep in touch with the
80 that if at any sime it appears that
path of the German retrest that a
Board for the allocation of enough
everyone in one trip. Yhis request
request which may be made here,
to anything you may do &liong: the

‘therefore, that
military situation
Lopusko is in the
request be made by the
planed to bring out
will back up a similar
Please keep me advised as.
se lines, .

OF course, if the poiitiéal"situétionﬁcontinues
.of-'the.entire .project, -

1 have hopes
out in the very'

the carrying out
There 1s little that I can do about:
However, that this may be straighteneg

7 ’.gcia;rRepresentative.'f
Executive Office of the President ' '




September 17, 1944,

Jear John:

/ v .

' I have just seen berlman of the JDC and. re-

celved rurther details on the evacuation of Jews from

/Xugoslavia, Juring the last two weeks he has had con-

versations with several Yalestine Unit intelligence

officers who have spent some time in Yugoslavia,They

gave nim a certaln amount of information on the con="

dition of refugees in that country mentioning partic-

ularlythe group of Jews who @t oge time had been on

the lsland of Rab? This is the same group referred to

in my last letter and concerning whom HeathcYte-Smith

had elso communicated witn one of the sSritish Intelli=-

genee services, This group (some of whom incidentally

were brought to Vis by the Partisans, evacuated to : -

darl and later included in the shipment to Fort Ont-

ario) includes roles, wustrians and Germans. [here are

not to my knowledge many Yugoslavs among them. ihe total

number is about 1400, .

“#fter getting some information on this group
including their present looation, Perlman went .to see
the British major in Force 399 who had been so helpful
to me in the past and asked whether they could be in-
cluded in the plane evacuations that are taking place,
after several days he wa- advised that this could ve
done. They ape to be evacuated in small groupd as . space
permits, Wouhded, mescued airman and ‘'others with higher
priority will of course come first, It will probably :
take several weeks to get all of them out, I do not know
whether featicote Smith's letter expedited thls movement.
v 1t avpears to have been sent at.or-about the same ‘time
Hi . that Yrerlman was having his discussions.

The Falestine Unit officers also advised Perlman .
about several other matters. They' confirmed the infors-:
mation that we had received before to the e€ffect that:
there is no anti~semifism at the top:level among the ]
rartisans and that Tiﬁlo has: given orders-to treat all -

- © “civilians:.alike. They ‘stated; however, that this ‘senti=: "
ment -does: not go -all the way down into the ranks.Among
some people there is still the age ‘old anti-semitism - ,
which existed. for:any number of reasons, There is also
“-some:-feeling in some: groupsthat the Jeéws being -tradesmen: -
are capitalists as distinguished from’ the majority of S
the -rest of the population. which is agricultural and. - %
tends towards communism. A few of the Jews do not ‘help
“Shelr®bretheren-too much by -~ baing very active in the: -
black market. -Whther they ‘engege in this activity to. =
- & greager proportion than do others:

gis;afmatter{upgn‘whibh': e
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I am not informed. #hatever the reason may be for this
feeling, here are some of the reports on the treatment
of the Jews in Yugoslevias

1. 4n arrengement was made to evacuate a group
of Jews by clane, One partisan officer who knew
about the proposed evacuation arranged that the
Jews be moved fifteen miles awsy Ifrom the land-
ing field and when the planes arrived told the
pllots that the people were not available, '

2. In certain areas Jews do not receive the same
rations or relief that is gilven to otner members
of the population.

%3.0n several occasions when the population in
general was warned to move because of the app-
roach of the German forces, Jews were not warned
and therdfore fell into German hands.

The Force 399 major said that he did not believe in
the truth of these stories . aaé \Under present car-
cumstances it is difficult to evaluate them accurate-
lye. It would be my guess that part of them are true
but on the other hand ‘'l have heard frequently both
from refugees and allied officers that in many places
in Yugoslavia the Jews are properly treated.

Ferlman then told the rorce 399 people that he
had not only had-dhis request for evacuation but that
Yugoslav Jews hed asked for assistance=-usually in the
form of money. He said that he did not have enough -
facts on which to base a reccomendation  thereon and

"wanted to go into Yugoslavia,if possible,so as to S
be able to survey affairs for himself, (I might. advise
‘Zou at this point that when Ferlamn &nd I saw CGer, - =
oljanac, the latter had been asked whéther:a fcértain.
Jewilsh doctor:who clalmed to represent the Partisan

Groatian Bed CUross had the authority to request funds.{v.‘

At that time the answer was in the negative.) Periman

was Tirst advised that his regquest  t6 g0 in would most =

likely be granted but several days later was told that
it might not be possible for some time. ‘[here appears
to be objectiof o the entrance of unarmed persons:
because ‘.- operatlons are:still very active . in-the- area.
The final-answer has-not been given as yet .and the,
trip may stlll be drranged.r : . o
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2ince 1 only wrote to Jou several days ago there ares/
no other developments of great importance, Gov, Cochrane
of Uniida spoke to me yesterday about ~echhla. hHe is still
Very anxlous to close the camp in tiae near future. It - .
1s planned to move about 400 Greeks who are there to one
of the Giteek camps in the middle east and this Wwill only
leave a small group there., The main Tedason for closing
soon is to make mikw personnel available i'or other places
1 told nim chat 1 d1d not thnink that conditions had .
changed sufficiently since tre meeting of the ddvisory
Committes for me to chanse my position, He then said
that is appeared that UNARA would be ruaning two res-~
érve camps--rhillipville and fechals and that th's was
too much in this day oi the shortagzge of nanpovier, le,
thouznt that he could satisfy the securityrpeople by
establishing a closed area in the reception camp at
Son& near +hillipville. I aguin suiq that I hoped to
be able to agree with him shortly but that the Wwihole
tenor of the meeting had been that at this sStage of
the game we should wait a little while longer before
taking an irrevscable step. e agreed with this but
Said that he wanted to plan on closing tne camp by
the lst of wovember and hoped that UNRRA would be
able to do so. That is Just about <here we lert the
mnatter. Inother Wwords, thers was no decisions I expect
that the master will come up again at the next meeting
of the committee which is now tentatively scheduled
Tor September 27th in Rome ,

1 am enclosing a gopy of the telegram which

Reatucote Smith sent to the IGCA in London ang also

v”31n e¥ely, .

e v o
eonard &, dckermann

Special depresentative
kir, John i, ¥ehle - s
Lxecutive Uffice of the President

Jar lefugee. Board - :

Hashington, 25, DC -




TR GOVERNMENIAL COMMITTER ) } S
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T ADRIARTS 3 ALLIYD QOHIROL ('Oflﬂl"—'ION SRR oo PR s
o AP . 39k, - LT e »

. 13%h September, 194k
R GiGEr LAOR/35.
TROM t Resldent Represeniative,
Inter Govermmenbtnl Corealtbon cn Polvgoos,

o

Executive Comdasloner; Hets, desCe
I, Myron Teylor, Amerlcen Awbassador to tho Vabicen,
Mr, T Ackermann, War Refugge Bonrd Benreseontriive,

Herewith for inforsscion texh of a telegran sent ho-day fron mysell
$0 TeGella loy fomdoly, wiroy ) Aritish Jgh Comxtasion o the loreign Gffice,

rollowing for JAlr jlerbosd Maerson Iober Gevernmontal
Somedbtee on Vefugees froan Lectheobe-lm' th

Borins tolegren 1o.15,

vost urgent.  Subjeot: ivopossl to extond Srovisional
cplivierd roteotluon to all Jewm D sxds Sonda,

fropoael s ol a solem Join omnouncecoub would be
rwdls by Troaident oosevelt and ivemler Uhunchill to CGermeny
. all gatelilio cuvers,

IH would dealore ell J s and others in  Azxls hands

dy demationalised wder paglal luws, and/ov stntoless,

0 be wader @ovialmnel Protection ol the Unibed Stebes and
et Britain wnbil the conclugion of hostilitles (or the
sigm'hwﬁ of necoe). . _

2, T: would Gmand for this onbagory the trentment accovded.
o all other nationel clvilian dnternees in eévery civilised
oountryy with il eedvileges,

3a I weald $hen deolare Lhat henceforth eny haym done to
those profeated porsons would be olagsed as o ,;ﬁm’be oaline
coxdtted agninet Great Britedn and ! :.&3,;‘., apard frmn {z K}
varsonal guild of individinis,

by nw&l,!\; Bhere would be reponsed nroaﬂcaaw aml leaﬂets
on $hw lines of wwesident "oesweuﬁ's s;»mtaxamﬁ cx? 2 ¥nxche
5. Pazohod .ag’e:ﬂ (mnni,. 48 the se batnty cf‘ our aarly
viotory is now sspeadlng bhroughout urops, now ”eemzi%;s i'or
our purposes woudd ardes SUeryTHare ., S

# G, Legel sgpedts - Tn ibely Yeowoo of Iéve.‘m 19&-3—

donationelised Tialinm Jews and doclorod, then to be ) mﬂr‘:ea'bs. N
Whan Prasder Chapehdll offercd fribish ol flzeashiy; €0 B
Prongh ‘i Jmm 1650 mosd of Mrvnoe ves alyvesdy in-the !mnﬁs? of
Corpany.  Proteation -fherefore am be cm;we& aven if' M

cormioh bo maeaia‘aely offeotive,
This provisiooal Srobootlion, widl mmv'i;ioe or mma,
\m'!ﬂ pleos no sdded eblig,&i;ﬁ.mw on the ..fmtmﬂkizw Sovieve efter
hat datoe, : .

. ?. L Tms "hm‘:ur, . 1 naad not o@:hr& mﬂ, ite urgemy ém;x‘;
thiss lagt mtaiai paviod fémn tlw 'Az&.ss M’c Lx&&g«\. iu a -
finsl orgys e : - S

1P ;gmpmanl has new. angj.e w).us, A ﬁ&e{;@aﬁxeﬂ. el e

spmiat affort bo - atienphed to pleve 1% bamm H'esiﬁemﬁ m-i
ooy wiﬁle zstﬂ.l tagahxer ok (a).abaa. e

3o la ’belegmm is ﬁmﬁ. B,'ﬁ.‘a@:. mmi&eﬂable esfmm:aﬁm
vikh ;%epzx,san‘aa;.iva Yar efuges 8 oaz-ﬂ vho has telagmpmd
naslﬁngt:m in si!zﬁm nanae,. B







Beri, Italy s -
Y18plaoced fersons Lub-LUommisszlon
June i, 1944

Desr John,

Ae you san note fnollltlea here are not of the best.
Arecordingly 1 have to write by hsnd and have no coplen. When
this sorewl has been degiphered snd revypad plesso send me a copy
for ay files, - -

Ae L sdvised you in my last letter, preparations were made
and ordsrs lesued from the Algiers end, Thereaftor, on Sunday,
June 19th, I laft for Neples. On tonday, the zO%h, i umet various
peonle 2% A.C.C. inoludlng Brigadier Hush, &nd 1t was then decidad
to conesntrate the refugees at Averss (neap Naples) on July Llbtuh.
Penlnsular Bawe Zeetion will take over from that polnt. Their
offlears had not yet recseived full details and appeared a biy
fluatered, the matter belng sntirely new to them. i went Lhrough
with them the part thet they would have Lo pley and they promised -
full ceopersiion, - -

On Tussday nfternoon, Juns «lst, . resched Hari to £ind lhat
the Ulsplsced Fersons sSubsommission (which whs Lo have the asjor
Job untll embsrkstion) was packing up vo lesve for Home the naxt
norning. After some disgusslon with Lu. Uol. Tothergill, 1t wae
deolded thau Copt. Korn (U.u.) repatriatlon officer of iis Sube-
conmis-lon, wee to remain vehind to soslist me along with Rartley
of the A5l ana Porlmen of the J.D.C., (the Latler, incidentally,
belng sick and in the hospital). it now appearad for the first
time that it will be & rush Job to seleot and movae the refugses
by the desdline. They sre spresd out in & number of difrerent
cancs end many 4o not live in ocamps butl in Asarby localltles. It
will thersrfore ba ascessary to make s flying motor tour about the
gountryeide in order to iaform the refugees of the aatier and
celect them. whether we solleet 1000 at ihie time will depend
upon the qulokness with which they make up their minds and our
abillty to find out the situation in Rome, The letter plsoce,
alleged to contein aboul L0070 atateless refugeen,; le, as you cen
imegine, very much disorganized from & refugiée point. of view.

'The nlen ls aa»followaz

Cept. Korn end I will visit Bapd tranelt osmp tonight.
Tomorrow we leave for Sente Heris di Begul (in the heel) o spend’
.2 drys thera. On Sunday we will be Ain Toronto in order. 40 cateh Sl
an glready scheduled meeting of the refuges communlity.  On ¥ondy - - X
snd Tuesday, (June 26 snd 27) we. will be st Ferramonte. . In the
mesuwhile Hartlesy will go shesd of us %o Poronto to spresd the - :
news of our arrivel and will alsé go to Ferramonte for & few hours,
Then he will apend sevarsl daya in the Potenya ares. The latter -
relass some different problems’ sihce there 18 no ceup or gentrsl
‘hesdquarters. - The people are soresd throughout villages in & 30-
wlle redlug. R T R




While we are thus engeged, Col. Tothergill has gone on
Yo Naples and Rome. There he will work with Bir Glifford
Hesthaote Smith. As soon se ve arg finlshed down below, we
will move up North through Naples and Rome. It will easily’
take us right up to the desdline to cover the entire ares.
In eddision, 1t is.not merely a question of ennounsing the
sregram and getiing immediate acooptances. The refugess (us
we have already discovered) ask numerous guestions -~ the
orlncipal one beling, whether they will be poraltied vo remain
in the V.3, after the war if they have relatives there, Ve,
of oourse, heve had to answer this with an *I Gon't know®, Tnis
Zay keep some refugess from going. Then, there ars those who have
8 ohance %o go to Palestine. The local iloniat Gonnlttees are
snxlous to move as many &s possible to that place. They sre
slightly opposed to gur program lnsofar as it may affeat persons
who £it into Falestine qualifications (even though no Falestine
cervificatos are now outstanding for Italy) ss they along with
other Zlonint agenoles arc sonsiantly bringing pressure on the
British for mors certificates. They sre pnxious te use up the
Quote now remeining ns guiokly ss possible in order to reopen
the whole quotes question. The British, it seoms, are Juat as
anxious t¢ dcle out the certifisates 88 Blowly as possible to
put off the day when they will have to reach & new decision,
Yhatever the situation, the Zionist groups may keep some of the
people bnok. Then, thers are peopls, who sinoe the repid sdvence
in Italy think the war will soon be over and want to go North to
try to find the other membars of thelr families,

_All in all, that part of the Job, which seemed at first
eheok to be the simplest ==« the sglectlion -« has turned out (so
far) to ba the most Aifficults. I Shink we are in for a busy
three weeks whioh will keep us moving about rapidly. fals,
despite the assurances of G-B in Alglera that seleotling 1000
persons would be merely a matter of cheoking over,a-rewglxs;a;

In the short time -thet I have been hers, ln sddition to
prepavlng an snnouncement snd plenning our wrip (changed five
times befores we settled on the achedule liasted) I have seen =
& fow of the 0.8.5. people on the Yugoslav aituatlon. They
eonfirm that the silitary situstion has bean extrensly bad for -
the lrst month and is Just now siarting to teke & turn- for the -
-better. This may have influsnced the small nusber of refugees
coming out during this perlod. It earielnly prevented Tite -
from alding Hungarian refugees none of whom have 'come through. -
‘Whether the restriotion order had eny. .effeat is something whlech -
‘1 have been unable4tomdetérmino;~;1fwill;lockvzn:o;thxs'uhole S
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B v
mpbier further next week on ny return. The 0.5.5, advised me to
keep awey from the Ferkeans this weeks alnos the political siltuation -
1s axtremely complicated snd confused st the moment.

I will 3ry to keep you advised on developments s 1 g0 along.
1l may have to.telephone Raples #nd ask them to cadle yow., L will
»l80 drop you letisrs, sither via Aray poueh, “tate Dept. poush
or Vemadl 25 1 go along. I% will depend upon the facilities
avellsble. 1 enclose » copy of the »nreliminary snonouncement snd
applicatlion we are passing out., Ny filrst appllesnt was the -
refugas who nada the trenglatlon into Yeprmsn. when he firet
read 1t he ssld that he wouldn't go bLecruge he would ‘have to
return to Zurope and could hot cvay in the asitatas. AfLer he had
mede the translatlon he told me that he wanted to &pply, sdding
thaet ne had relstlives in the Ltetss who would LsXe cars of him,
1 told hiz thet we oould give no guarsntse on this point bul he
seemed willing to Yase nils chsnces, 1 imsgins thay his atvituds
will oe typloel of many perasons,

Gtherwise than delng rubjectsd to an abttaok of bed bugs
wiiloh wounded me almost to the extient of veing eatitlsd to the
Furple Heart, thers 1s nothing else to report st the momsnt,

Sineersly,

/s/ lLeonaxd.




June L0, 1944,

The President of the ! niced States has annaunc@a that sapproximstely
one thousand non=ltallsnh refugees will be brought to the United Htates
fron {taly. The refugees will be zalntalined in » ret‘ugf,w: shelter 4o
be grteullished at Fort Ontsrlio near Uswegs in the Stste of Kew York,
where, under apporopriste restristions they will remsin for the ﬂuratien
of the wnr. The refugses wlll De Drought o vhe United Stutes outeide
of tha regular immlgratlon procedure. The shalier will be equlpped te
take good oore of the rsfugess and iy ie contemplated thst they will
be returned to thelr homes at the end of the war,

it 1s nlanned to selaet =nd move spplicsnls for this refugee shelter
£8 soon ex possible. Freferenes wiil we glven to thous rafugees for
whom no other haven of refuge is lmmediately svallable. ' Tharsfore
Aif you desire to mske eppllicatlion for admission plesse fill out tne
form below. Plerse use only one foram for yoursell end =li menbers of
your lamedlate family. Hotiflestlon of scesptance for aovement will
be glven as Gulekly as possible sfter your sopllestlen haz been rsesived.

- -

BEKANNTHACHUN A 2 SHIHK

Der Pracident der Vereinigtsn Steaten het bessnailgegebden dsesa
apnsehsrns 1,000 Flusehtlings nieht ltalienlscher Hatlonaliteet sus ltelien
naoh den Vareinlgten GZtaaten gerraoht werden., Dle Fleuehtlaglinge
werden in elner in Vort Ontarlio, ln der Nashe von Usvege, la Jtaste
New York zu srrichtéfiden Zufluohtsstaetie unternsltsn werden, wosslbet
ele, unter entaprechenden. Linschraenkungen, fuer dle bausr des Lriasges
-blalben werden, Dle Flueshtingle wverden susserhalb dss rogulasrsn
Linwanderungavorgangss nach den Versinigien Stanten gebraciht werden.

Die ‘ufluchtnstesile wird ce susgestetist sedn, ua fuer die Fluschitlinge
T gut corgen zu Koennen under es ist beabalehtigt, desd sie beln nrlagsendo
- in lhre Hpimatlwenﬂer surueckgsbraent wenﬂon.

Es lst geplunt, Bewerber fuer éieﬂe sufiwohtnatastis 50 rasch alse
aoglich suszZuwaehlen und zu Sransportlersn. - Bevoraugt werden diejenigen
Fluechtlinge, danen keln andasrer iufluchtshafen zur Verfusgulit vleht.. ,
Fuellen #ie dehar das untenetshends Fopmular nus, wenn Sie ein: Ansucien . -
um <ulessung einbringen wollsn. Behuetzen 5ia nur ein Formulsr fuer C
~such und #lle Hitglisder Inrer unmitielbarsn Familie.  BekaunSgpie
usbsr ihre Annahme zum. Trensport wird lhnen 80 r&son als moaglich nach
i arhaln lhes Anauahans gﬂgaOen werden,

Full name of appliéan;....s,.........;.,,1;.}g..,,s,;J,,

ABBaveinreas BAPEADAOB. . o vt vsisasreesiveaiain Cionality. . ievaes se;ig.‘ Se i
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8 June, 1944

Dear John:

I advised you by cable on June 3rd that it was
now anticipated that the ship from Spain should sail
on or about the 25th of June. Sasseville of War Shipping
told me that he felt there would be no slip-up on this
occasion., However, on Sundey, June 4, he called me again
and advised that the French wanted to use the ship to pick
up some of their own refugees before carrying the Fedhala
group. I told him that there was no question of the rela-
tive priorities and that, if necessary, I was prepared to
uge every means to see that the ship carried our group
without further delay. He told me that he realized our
position and would press it with the assistance of Gibson-~
Graham. Since then he has advised me that the ship sheuld
sall as scheduled unless some operational matter intervened,

As the term "operational is one that can be inter-
preted very broadly, I decided to go further. I spent some
time with Ambassador Murphy end finally prepared a draft
of a letter for him to send to the Commander of Naval
Forces in the Mediterranean area._ Copies of this will be
sent to all interested parties. 4t includes a copy of
Ambagsador Hayes' cable of May 31st -(which did not arrive
here until the 3rd and which was not finally decoded and
distributed until the 5th) and closes with a request that
no decision -to cancel the projected voyage be made without
prior consultation with Murphy. We both feel that the
matter should now go through without further hitch unless
a very high priority operational necessity intervenes. -

Your ceble No. 16 of June 1st réised thérqueStionref
the admission of further Sephardies to Fedhala. I - advised .-

you sometime ago that Beckleman, &t the seme time he took

up with Massigli the matter of the transfer of Fedhals to:

UNRRA,also broached the question of the limitation ofiappli;: t

~-cants:thereto, Magsigli replied that'the‘agreementhQs to’
-accept 2,000 and- that the French would live up. to their

agreement. Thereafter, Beckleman WToteJa”letter,oonfirming-7'”

this understanding and:asked for a reply. :No reply had

been received when I left for 1taly a few days later.f;an',“!’

s my return-I -discussed the matter with Selden Chapin who

_ thereafter brought the matter.up informally with one of - . -
- Massigli's assistants. This assistant was not acquainted . -




with the particular letter and asked for its date, This

has been furnished to him and he has promised to look 4
into the matter as quickly as bossible. As soon as a fur~

ther reply is received I will advise you. I do not anti-

cipate that we will have any trouble on this in view of

the original agreement and Masgsigli's expressed attitude

thereon. :

The only other matter on Fedhals is of a minor neture,
The security check of the four women who were landed here
from the Gripsholm has been completed. They are now tem-
porarily billeted in a small hotel in Algiers. As soon as
the check of the men is completed - probably in a few days -~
the whole group will be trensported to Fedhala., - —. . .. . e o

The developments on the Yugoslav situation are
slightly oonfused at the moment., I had already advised
you of the cable discouraging to some degree the movement
of refugees from Yugoslavia to ltaly. The reaction of the
President, noted in State Department cable No. 1669 of May
27th and in the Army cable of June 4th, should help &n this
respect. We still, however, have not been completely success-
ful. I think you will be interested in some of the details.

Just prior to leaving for Italy I met with Col. :
Spofford of the G-5 Seotion and disoussed the entire matter,
I presented to him various factors to back up my position
that the restrictive order should be cancelled at once, Hg
. said that it would be modified shortly < .as soon as some
i information could be secured on avallable evacuation sites
in North Africa. At this time: Mid East had already agreed.

to accept an additional 14,500 refugees.

On my return I found out that Mid East had changed itg: "
position slightly and now would only aegree to accept up-to. - -
30,000 (an increase of only IL,500 in-the ‘quote) since there:
was a shortage of medical personnel. -The quota will:be: = -
increased to 40,000 &s Soon a8 the- personnel is avaeilabie, -
Later I was’advised that consideration is also being given .
%to. the expansion of facilities in Italy proper since the - -
.’Noffﬁ”Afrfcéh"Siﬁeé*ﬁay}nbt'be:tooﬂgood.‘ O S EA

- - Yesterday, for the first time, I received figures that . . -
.may indicate the. effect of the restrictive cable. During .
four weeks in April and the first two weeks: in May a weekly -
average of 1,350 refugees were brought out: of Yugoslavia.,

~ The restrictive‘oab;e,waé'segt'out about {5th'and s;gcé;—“




it takes several days for transmission and distribution,

it would be normal to assume that its effect, if any,

would not show up until the third week in May. The report
for the week ended May 20 showed that only 370 persons
arrived,and for the week ending the 27th the figure was

593. 1 immediately took this question up with Ambassador
liurphy. He hed been in Bari more recently than I and had
telked with Bir Clifford Heathcote Smith of the I.G.C, and
with General Veleblt of the Partisan Yugoslave. They re-
ported nothing to him which would indicate that the refugee
- flow had been slowed up and it was his feeling that the
intensified German attacks upon the Partisans may have been
more responsible for the reduction in bersons evacuated.

He agreed, however, that the cable might have had some effect.
He immediately called Col. Spofford who premised to cable at -
once to ascertain the reason for the diminition in arrivals.
¢ also urged strongly upon SpbSfford a revocation of the

R - restrictive order and—that immediate steps-be-taken—to provide —— —

evacuation areas so thet the President's request might be

met, Col. Sporford again raised the question of the. lack of

doctors which had caused the reduction in the Mid East quota

and the statements by General MacFarlane that Italy at the

moment could not taeke meny more refugees unless he could be

assured that they could be moved out rapldly. I pointed out

to Mr, Murphy, and he in tura to Spofford, that Mid East

could still take about 3,000 even under the reduced quota,

and that italy, which now held only 3,407 Yugoslavs, had at

one time in Apriil held 8,638, There was therefore a leeway

of 8,000 at the present time {asguming that Italy can not

hold more than 8 to 9,000 - which, of course, is poppycock).

At the rate of 1,350 per week, there is a six weeks margin
“in which to find doctors for Mid Kast —'(they‘only need s

few), or to find additional sites in Italy or elsewhere.

Ambassador Murphy, who is himself replylng to the cable con-

taining the President's request, has-promised to keep after - -

this matter, and with his sid I am sure-that the,presegt”,

resistence to the refugee movement can be overcome, -

I have discussed jour cable No. 17 of June 5th with »
various persons, ineluding Murphy and Saxon, We all agree -
that once the two matters diseussed above have been properly:
arranged, that it would be more valuable for me to spend the = -
major pertion -of my time in Italy. ‘Jim Sexon, even though
he has plenty -of Treesury work:-on his hands, “has agreed to B
follow up whatever hes to be done here. - Accordingly, I am i
starting to-make arrangements t0-go to ltaly for a substan~ .
tial period. “As soon as possible Ll intend to visit Rome -to " .

- note developments there, 4 will, -of -courss, alsc  spend- some - .
time at Bari.  The Stdte Department is now completing .
‘arrangements for a Consular Office at ‘Bari, and I am sure -




o

that Rome will also have its diplomatic office wilthin =
short time. I will thus be able to continue direct
communication with Washington without golng through the-
involved process of sending Army cables to Alglers and then
having them repeated to Washington via the State Department.
I expect to leave in a very short time and will only delay-
my departure if Jim Mann desires me to stay. I have cabled
him at Lisbon asking whether he wishes me to await him in

Algiers, or whether we can meet in ltaly,

I am also meking an effort to find doctors here among
refugee groups. There were several Spanish refugee doctors
available last year but they may be established by now and
not want to go to the Middle East. Ximberland of the
American Friends Service Committee, who does a lot of Wwork
with the Spanish groups, is following this up. Howard Brooks
of the Unitarian Service Committee is also working on the
medical aengle. In the meanwhile I have located 3 medical
assistants (also Spanish refugees) who are now working at an
Army dispensary but who will be available for other jobs
shortly. .

As soon as I move on I will cable you ny new address
and will also keep you advised of my movements.

Sincerely,

- Leonard E, Ackermann
Special Representative
Mediterranean Area -
War -Refugee Board

Mr, John W, Pehle

Acting Director

War Refugee Board

288% Main Treasury Building
Washington 25, D, C,
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P,8, Since dictating the above I have been advised

that the ship should arrive in Spain on the 20th instead
of the 25th. A most immediate cable has been sent to
Madrid advising them of this and asking them whether they
cah get ready within sufficient time. I assume that they
can since on earlier occasions we were advised that ten
days notice was necessary.

Larry Lesser in a personal letter asked me to question
Gabby about a namesske of his now working at a university
in Washington., Gabby states that he has never met the
gentleman and personally knows nothing detrimental to him.
When Gabby moved to “ashington said professor sent word
to Gabby through mutual acquaintances that he wished to
meet Gabby, but the latter never contacted him as said pro-
fessor was the chairman of thg "American~Hungarian Society",
a right wing Horthy-apologist"organization. If you are
looking for someone with whom to work, Gabby believes that
there are more logical persons and suggests the following:

Dr, Jaszi, who is a friend of Mike Hoffman.

John D, Pelenyi, the former Minister to Washington
who resigned rather than to represent Hungary when it joined
the Axis.

John Biro, whom Gabby describes as a cultured gentleman
and former editor of a liberal Hungarian paper. Biro's
address may be found in the Queen's telephone ectory or
through Marie Kerekes. :
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diees o Eoam eontdnuing . to follov the Tugeslavian situation with wusk = 7" e
- interest, I am oxtrenely concerned about the ATXQ direstive of Moy 5 a1y,
ecuraging the evacmaston of refugess from Yogeslavia to taly, and hope $hat
2 by .mow it hag alresdy been rescinded, If this 18 not the cage  please advige = .- el
=8 by eabdle imedtatoly, for as you knrow from our 'u'bloil,o.,1669 of May 27 o )
- for Aabassador Murphy'y atteation, the Fresident has made 1¢ clear that -
~usder no oircumstances should the flov of refugess from Tugoslavis de LY I

. Meanvhile we shall do vhat ve eam Vo hasten the development of
aew refugee havens and the expansion of existing ones, I pave {n mind R
" particularly the projects with whioh you ATe asquainted 4o develop new Gamps
- 48 Tripolitania snd in the Philipreville ‘area of Adlgeria and o oxpand refugee -
facilitien 1n the MERRA Saupy f0 & capacity of 40,000, 1 have jush receatly
received a eopy of the VWar Departuent oavle froa Algiers ¥o. P-59229 of Jume b,
whieh points wp fally the nepd for VNERA escperstion in the latter two projests,.
vhieh the Aray states are abselutely essential A2 the rate of inflov of refugessy -
" Srem Yugoslavia is not to bo eirtailed sharply on accoust of She danger of over- .
Saxing refuges facilities in Italy, I hope to ses Governor Lehman oa thig o
. matter in the mext fev days and should thea be adle %0 give you an 1des of what
cax e expested of UNERA, | £ , N
Tl e, ave consldering here the prodlem of seeuring small boass oxpable -
- of erousing the Adrtatie, Aftor dtscussing this proviem with My, Kalleeh and o
E S bé. Cemaander Becker, Assistant General Counsel of the War Bipping Ads ¢ R
LTI Mon, 1% 45 ny epinion that a5 & preliminary at0p. yeu sheunld sscperate -with - ,
Lo e Sesseville in exaaining fully she small boat situation in I%aly in order * T T
: v .. - determime, smong other things, the nusbder of beats availabdle in She area vhieh R RN I
" 8T net pressatly being used i absolutely osseatial war vork, the sber of o BRI
- Doass which genld be Eade avallable after minor ropairs, and the tnll,ttio;; ~

: .;.Ss,mtxm_mo_-:'xy,m—;uo:'m‘--:6;;;@;47_94 Tepairs. - e
. In eMiainiug his Backgreand iaforaation, 1% will prodadly b s
‘advisable for you te coafer alss vith Nr. John Kelmes, vho !-umm. fethe

< Stats
S i . Staté




- Haples; Italy, -

/WMWX S

S

Yar @ipping Aduinistration representative in Bari, and with Me, Bohery . - -
. Hichels, who is $he NEIIO repressntative in Neples. Sasseville should be of

help $o0 you in sontaeting these men, - Ineidentally, L. oy Bosker . -

would appreciate your cenveying Ais personal regards to Nicholg and Eolmes,

L T Afker - obiadning the above inforzation, yed vill be able 1o ferwulate
a spesific rogquest to MRIBO for & priority with the assurance that your requess; -
- ased on the above information, 18 & reasonable one. As soon as you have . .

" applied to NEINO for a priority, please notify me by oable and I shal) ask $he .
Var @uippisg Admintstration in Washington $o grant strong suppory to yewr - .

. applieation, L D e e e

T Recause of 4he refasal of the fGernsns to grant a sa e~condust for
oither the Tari or the Bardaland, the latter being a Swsdish ehip formerly -
ongaged in Gresk rolief operations vhich the Board had been koping to eharser, -
Audassador Stetnhard$ has apperently come to the conolusion that small boats
Sperating withous a German safe-condwos sre the key to the Blaek Sss shipp
bostlenesk,  Ascordingly, he has bad & talk with the Seerotary Genoral of she
Turkish Foreign Office with a view to inducing the Furkigh authorisies $¢ o
suthorize the uss of a nusber of Turkich boats to Sransfer refugess frea

Palkan porta o Istanbul, The Seoretary General stated his belief that i

would be possidle to find wome means of mesting Ambassador Steinhardtfy

Togisst and promised %o look into the matter at énee in order %o assertain -

vhat Turkish vessels wers availadle, either in Balken ports or at Tutanbul, -
vhich the Turkish Gavernment might be able to make available for the desired
purpose, . ; ‘ S A . .

8 3 ;lnn;ung aeojy of thig ioétir to Jin Saxon i hdoﬂ’.
- Siacerely,

a0, Pemle,
. Bxesutive Pirector.

My, Leonard 3, Atkernann,
- fpeeisl Representative of the
~ ¥ar Refuges Board,

8o Mneriemn Oonmlate Gemeral,

00_to Janes Haxon, Algiers, Algeris, -
| MIMNEITHE « 6/24/M '
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:;been fully dlscussed w1th Cjbson-Graham of the NUT this mornlng f'

-fand thaL 1t was hlsjlmpresswon that matbers were'now prooee 1ng.3fff

»:at a sufchlently qlgh level. He asked*m whther we could oupply v

:fpesetas for paymenL of port dues whale th Frenoh Shlp was 1n

and T auquma tHat somc actlnn wrll have beon uakon oy Lh tlme

fthat th:s 1el‘er aPLJVOS.:oa qev1]e stafed That both G bson-,:5

"Lranam and he were satisf ed Lnat Lhuy could arrang, matfers

7'Et1es £o be heldxlatcr{f»

Jltn tne Wrencl Nav

'this'week.‘ie 1s hopeful that a deIJthe date for 38111n5 oan
__be:Set X am kaeplng my ilnbers crossed: that thLS effort to

*secure ‘a8 ship flnally w01ks out, Lhe bedhala propo°al has

[

'.been one dlfILcultY aitbr'auothcr but most of our problems the,-J'”

flna11y been worked oub. I hooe that the sh:n qucstlon is

no exceptlnn XKXEEK ths record of l¢nal suocess.
Sincerely;

nard 3. Ackerimann.
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TR g . = ‘ALLIED FORCE HEADQUARTERS . 4‘,
Civil Affolrs Offlce

24 iy, 1944

Dear Jonn: .

oo LIrhave wjust. retu rﬂ“o fr0m a'tflp “to hanl 5 ang Bafl
:which I-had‘qn’op1o *unlty ‘Lo nidkel furtiier lanle into the!
abion of Wugoslav: andother Balkan refugees. T will” report

the er”ous ﬂonvnrsatlons L hnd Ln chronolc ; alvoraer,'af
up st the ‘end. = S

i 'st“d uhﬂb T -
te o thé AJU,
(vige ni Ol wy Dlans Ain lho 2y hOUOVCr Was,
and 1t wias ‘ore nu'ﬂ'“l s thet I go' bo. ébe L ‘Rever oL .- 7
the 3tabe Dex _Upb r I 1 qrned, know Ve P3 llbtlo r~ooul,

“the. work [ ; hecor shis ittt 1o minutes
in eAula:nln Fps funcetions. and nrobfam SHel Suatcd that'
ha vias’s YmpﬁuhLb ¢ to the. progrem, it

ch more than wos belng done
He sald that: 11€ it u'q nécsssary to ald the
itrwouldld: be im sible to bljng ‘gut all oi “the T
to Tome irow~luHolev1a B T

fieult to ‘do

lhc nez’t Qav &L called agginab
zed okl mOmIOit Lhdu-;

C ; re,fug,;ee a:mps,
'relugve P oblems encountered
“forges move “furbher north in Itqlv T )
- unaeratanalng “that: there erenot many -Camps. -Or- Eroups.

| itome v1cﬂn1by, ﬁno he felt-thab they. werc “all in’the :fal

houever, e aeslred conllrmﬂtlon on-fhissso tt sonte. planning
. 1n1oerLlon'along fThese 1i

acier Lushvwill. be “Host ap=:
- refugees.

s

CooHe gaidthat Inaly Wwas very.crowded wil
towas. necessary -toimove them on-to sther: o

S i@uch other p01nbs coulo be-found, in-order: ‘that-more:- ref;

<y dghtbe t He gtabed that ifwe wer
CUrfulrAnG elieﬂtlnD the. resuce Of nungarlun relugees, he could ac

connoaate up to 2,000%: = I l o) dlscusged w1th hlm, on.am : 1nlorm§i




=R

basxs (Sane 1 ald nok know whethor or not AlLlePS hqd \

warded  the cablc received Uth reference thereto) the’ proposed
aypoxntment of John Lawler-as War. Refugee representatlve dnet
Bari, -He: said that  he would have no: objection thereto, provided
that Lavler: woula cooralnate his work with’ the. Dlsplaced Persons
Subcommission of the Allisd Jontrol Commission.. * He algo made -
a-phone call Lo Bari to advige them that I weuldi be' ‘over ond
gave me g letterito:Sol., Blndlly, tne head of ‘the Llsplﬂced
»relsons uubcommlsswon.v, : :

T lator‘ualked to aa Noley ana: John Lawler -‘apout: the pro—
"~ posaly. Bd-sald that he would be: sorry to lose. Lﬂmler'since he’”
considers Lawler to be hls Wo. 2. man but’ Lh ot he-hadinoti been

‘asked nbout the: matter ‘and-would have ta wait untll 1t was preJ— o

‘Jented to h1m OLflClally.r

i On Lhe next oay I reached 6ar1 where T mct uOl Ewndlsy
He shovied me- the letter written by Brig. Lush which’ 1ntroduceo
meas fepresent tive of thHe Fresidens’s Yar Refuges boafa and.’
SLatod that: its purpo e ‘was: to save persecuted people “The :
letter.went.on to state that it would. be my . job:to brwng Dersons
out of “occupied territory but it would then be the job of: Lhe
Displaced Persons Subcomnwsswon toicare- for ithem' once they ‘aps
rived. -The letter further stated: that he: had: agreed Lo accept.
up 0wy 000 dungarwan refugecs - and ssked that all appointments
for-me to see.foreign -missions be arrenged through uol.flnd1°y,
yié tHen hada very brief disclission which -was -joined in by S
Sir Clifford Heathcote-3mith of. the. Intergovernmental Commlttee’ i
as. to practical methods -of efLectlng -such: rescue.f They had no:
conerets sugpestitns to offer and: asked me for my plang, - 1: uold
_them that~I-knew that" shlpplng and supplies: would help: but, that:
I wassonly-ina- p031t10n to . make recommenaatlons as “tor these,
andithat the: only Lirm-assistance Ir could give dt-the moment.
would. be in’ the form-of ‘money. . All agrecd that thig-was less
useLul than actual supplles but: that 1t mlght help.

o . T next saw.the rﬂpatr‘aulon offlcer of the Ulspleceo Per—'-
sons 6ubcomm1531on.— He:gave me ‘some’ 1nform#tlon on. fhe Je/ i
Allied’ occupied. Ibely.. There -are ‘about 5,000 of them’ at the
present - time, . *Most: are- stateless end the greater part of” them :
were ‘already- in It;ly ‘at . the ‘time  of the Allied.Ylandings.:
1, OOO of ~this ‘group are Yugoslavs; the’ balancerbelng prin
ly Czechs,,POTee, Austrlans, ann Cermans,'wwth a- few Hu g

fAmongst the other groups uhe great 8
to emlgrate to Palestlne.' However,au thu moment t




" that time I-hadtHe impression that a sp
-been plcked vut-I was advised  that. this was- merely the number“—

~masy

e i
also o be a joint British ‘Aericanimedtington ‘the quegtLon OL,,'

’1_;,5;_" R O

As these certlflcates lncluded certaln dependents, 1L v111

, pormlt the emlgratlon ‘of about- 580 persons. | At the present"'””"

timey there is no oif¢01al eetlmate of ‘the™ number d‘ aodwtloﬁ;’
al’ COPtWLTCat@S Lhﬂt may be |3"ued s : : .

I also dlscueued the proposal OL moVJng VbO OL uhehébefe-v?

- legs Jewg to PFedhala, ‘As have glready advised Fouw,  this’ had

been 1nformclly dwqcusqod ehortTy beforeSI Teft for: 1taly. AL
401fnc T4t of =750 had_

of yersons whom Lhey wanted . to movs #nd that ho SPGlelC 1zstpﬁ'

" had been plekeds It was felb, ‘nowever,  that the-list: would'

hrobqbly be picked from thoss who did nob d631re to Lo to

’ Palestlne._'

Slﬂce my return 1 have.- renelved your caole Ho. 8: OIJ
recomnenu:ng that™ the #edhala  quotaiof+2, D00 should: not be en=.
tirely - filled witn refugee_ brought from Italv =T took thig:
into corsiderition in theé early discussions and cableo ochwartz

~for: Lhe numbezyof Sephdrdlcs sbilTin Frenee that mlght bé res-

cued. - Ha. aaV1sed e that ‘there: vere b0 2t Perplgnau, another:
3007 in Germany and: L00" more” in Greeoe.giThe cable also stated:
‘that aneffort wds being made: to transport: the 500 1n Germqny
to raleetlne via. Greece, and lstanbul but that- eV

sons now come from Spain and 750-from Ltaly, there: would be- roomf: 

fors.the- Depharf ¢é... I realize that bthere may be-others whori we.

ay wsnt to bring from Spain: to the camp .Vesides the Sephardics
and’ will beéar this factor jn mind. Schwartz should arrive. hereir
iorrow. and. Bedkelman will:be down: in a few days.. There: s

the trangfer:of the-camp.to UNRRA: ‘and ‘the Itallan guestion- an"

-Baturday. - AL that b«me I eypect the whole mabber will: be
,wtnraehed out.f :,7,

To return now to my Itallan trip. I next met kuh Magor
Eor1e111 and-¥r. Toyce: of the' ‘Special balkan Service the latter
being a branch of -the: 058+ They “told me that the ;088 could not .
do very much -in the. way ‘of ass1st1ng our .program-since it- wis
prlnCﬂpally ‘an’ intelligence agency of.the Combined: Chisfs of

Staff; but-that if T talked to some: “of ‘their people-in Algwers,: ',;:;;,;"

I probaoly could: keep -in touch with 1n;ormat10n on-the Yugo-

slav 31tuatlon. They Telt, however;: that’ nmueh of this would notfﬁ‘
lcongernTréfugee questions. ~They asked me-whetheér 1 proposed” tov,ﬂ

deal: w1th the  Partisains -or “the  Chétniks: and I-told- them-abouts
qtement By Marshal. Tlto'to the effect :that -he: woul d.’
oriellithadipreviously told me that

some " of . the 0.5:8. act1v1tle soverged: on the political: gince if
they. ‘atded’ ons group, the other ‘group-might: be insulte

'Joyce,_‘}:”
v;however, staved that thls 51tuatlon should not prevall at the :




‘between : Italys and. IuboslaV1a. In ‘the:sarly days the 0,
‘self: superyised bne shipment. of ‘supplies to Yugoslavi i
“owned and manned: ‘for; the. most pait by the: Partlsqns. A number ‘of

-preaent b-mc s1nco no aldnnow belng glven to the Chetnlks, whlle'e

aid 1s being given to'the Partissns because they ‘are.the pedple”
who aré presently 1nterested in killing Germans. . I also.- talked
to several: other people - at the 04303y and. elsewhere and rgot a
1ittle ¢ledarer. ‘picture of the movements  of 'supplies and ships:
f:«. : 1=
“ships-

.0

these shiips-on bhelr return. Lrlps carried’ re;ugees.eAs ofra e
cent: date, however, -all .of this activity has beeh taken: over by’

“the Britishicounterpart-of "0.8.8:  In some cages: the: return

ships bring back refugees; in other- cases, they: do noty - 1H oould
not asceértain from the 0SS people whether or not the’ cible Gi=T
recting that né refugees be transported. except ifi cages where

life \1s in danxer,‘ ad had any qppr001aole effect on thla movement. =

'1here°;ter I went to see Col. 1]entye Popov:ch o at the

time wasz .the ehief repregeantwve of “the Wational: uommlftee of:

- the Yugoslavs.r I -was sorry. that™ could not get. to see Dedjer:

who 14 their chief representﬂtlve but hi:was in & hosthal in
maples. Popov1ch coulo not give me much in‘the way of: Qeflulte‘

information as teo Tito's propcsal to aid the Hungarisng. »'He ' said

that' ‘to:some: degree’ this wiould depend upon: thelr’ recetpt of ~@a=""

dwtlonal sugplies and equipment. I asked n|m,wheth°r or not. the:"

_gum’ of: WBO 000, in1ire .would be useful:- in aidlng ‘the rescue:or:

"relleli

i réfugeesin- ocoupled terrLtory.' He replled Anthe af
firmative, . He:gald he could not ab-the moment give.me a defin-
ite plan:’ for the -use ‘of the! money but by the Lime the money. was
recéived, He would hove a plan ready: and that after the-money,

had Been used, he could report in'griecater detail as to it actual1
dlspo<1t10n._ He" agked me whether “or-not I could aid in: gettlng

cadditional clob g, food-and equlpment for the - assistance. ‘of: the 
'“refugees. I told

plm that thls nmatter had £6 be- dlsousseo Ans
hipgher circles and that -as far-as L .wag conoerneo, I could. ouly

' male recommenoatloﬂs and. not: 1ssue “orders. --He also: brought up

the question of ‘establishing:a sLockp1le in ‘Italy for the’ purpose
Cot rushing immediate ald-to Yugoslavs and other Balkai refugegs.

Uat. suchi time
i that a-Tew m ths before the Parthans had held poss segsion of a:

hen:a portlon of - the- coast would be open. He said:

Dortjon of ‘the coast and hoped the 1t could be -done - again “some
time in'the negr- future.’ It was . hig oplnlon that 1f such a Stocks

,p11e Wwere. 1mmed1ate1y avallable, much more 1n thﬂ an of a drto

: : 1ig ; ; .
1selves 1nr’he YuLOSlav problem. Lhe general 1mpress1on seemeaA»

SR




~gre -Golng at presents  Thig may be due to ‘several chuors,fllrst.‘

- H =

-to be th&u Lhe Partwsans are: doxng a tremendous JOb ulbh the

»iacllLbles available to! them, . that £hey . are very much 1ntepesﬁea
in.the refugee “problem and “that tney constitute ‘the ‘ohly. organl—'
zation which can: effoctlvely ald refugees. in occupied territory,
I dsked whether they.could be trusted to use funds. ‘glven, £ rthemc -

“Tor. genuine; rcfusee purposes and int all cases but:dne; recelved
an-affirmative answer:  In thig one caseé.the mean: merely refuséd
to . express an opinion theresn, . Tialgo: learned: that all Partigen -
shiips that now saily- do so under the su urvnslon and with: the con~
sent. of the Hoyal: Navv,vaﬂo that the Partiss -‘although they ,

‘man.-the: -shipsy do. not - select the: salling dates or places to whigh=

“they are: ‘goings At the prdsenL time vory.little is, getting -into:
Yugoslavia proper since the .bulk of the. shipments; are m ’

~supplies: which are being used to. fortlly the Tdland of ‘Vig

“oo general “impriession. also seemed t6 be that. the Américans vin the = -

early. aﬂys had . dohe asllghtly better “supply Job -than:the Dritish .

“that the Americans in general vorlk  az 11btle faster thain the Brit= .

,_1sh, second, that the” Amerlcans at times had the oopo;tunnty to

“pun. the ‘ships ‘all-the way to the Yuboslav coast and did:not Have
to utop at.the. Ielana oi Vis," and third, beﬂause there: viere more
ts wnlch were in bettef repalr 1n thn arly days. B

. ‘The neAt day I V131ted a brans¢ent camp whlch is used as.a
recepbion’ center for refuéees when they arrive, 'L exanlned the. .
éntire: establlsh1 1t and . saw the fiethod 'in: vhwrh it .was’ opeLateo.

I will only ‘mention several details” here vhich bear. UG Oon . 'our: -

Vproolem.- This. canip prinecipally handles the arrivals-Trom YuEO—'/I

slav1a. The ‘people when they arrlve ‘are” ucually Inshorpible: shape,":
Jof-them looking: llke animals. AL Ler being fsd; bathed ‘and
ed; ‘they. look tremsrndously better but ars gtiils 1{em101ated

*group.r,I went-into the kitchen which.was crowded with' women’ who.

hno been evacuated ohly two'days before.;

In dlscusswnv thelr

: (FEY bfead ‘or flour fov two or more
years, and that these wWomen Were extremelv happy and .anxious to
_assigt in preparing-the food; eéspecially when. flour was uUsed. 1.
He ‘said that for-several Jears large nunbers: of them had: su031sted
principally on weeds; wild animals. and almost ‘anything: “that they

. could Tind, but theyrhad 11tLle in"the way of Tregular food. The
) 1n£ormatlon vhich+he gave ‘me confirmed the fact which had also:

beeén told me by Joyoe of the 088 to the effect :that unless sub=s

stanulal vlounts of .food are brought: intés . VugoslaVWa before ne}t
: nly—w111 large nunibérs. of “the population die, but:
,Znow get the hest selectlon of Iood w111 P




.”‘.e‘ _‘_ E'S'é S '} : ‘t L ; ‘

B ;He referred to the order that had been 1seued restrlct1ng the
“‘movement of refugees as "that. unfortunate telegham" ‘but aid B
.not- believe it had had nuch of an adverse ‘effect’ as .yoty, because,,.;'
“ras hehsald, the cable had- g loophole Inmity, providing for <the B
jrescue of -all thosé. persons in. immedlate. danger: of death, ' He had’
s.sent werd:to. Mito- about the restrictive order but had also ddvised
_“him'that sbout 6,000 more ‘persgons- could. be accommodated until uuch

tlme as qaoltlonal facilities. qre made- avallable elther in ‘the-

0 Middle Bastior in. North Africa. He agreed.that some of the: people«ﬁi
| comnanding’ the -ships might restrict the movement but that others.

- might mot. “He ‘thought: that the idea of establlshlnb,awstookelle

=f~earwarkﬂd for the Yugoslavs was’an exeellent idea; and sqld ‘that

“~vwh11e money would heélp; it was not “as good ‘as .actual: supplrcs.f
V[ Hercould . give . np estimate of the numbey . of refugeés:; Yugoslavs:
Cor. others, that might arrive in ‘the nesr future. .. Wdrm weathery.

he said; made: travel eagier on- the other hard;,. and ‘as, the: n»Lhts

e

rwere shorter, it would be mors dlIchult ‘o evacuste - ‘persons vy

boat. .Some persons, he felt, might take. a.¢chance “and stay in -
the: region despite starvation: coodltwons, as a few crops Were

. erOWan and ml”ht be used

- The next: aay 1 returned to. Naples qnd had 1unch ulth Gen.’

'Macbarlane, his Br:tlsn angd Amurlcan a:des, and Harold. Caceia:

of :the British ‘Forelgn . Ofilce. “He wvery: plalnly told mé that his

~oprincipaliinterestoinoour’affairs was that we should not- create

a.problen’ ‘that. would Pe- too big for his Dlsplaceo Persons Sub -

comiigsion tohandle. s I-told him about the various propopals now '

sunder.way to provide for-eviacuabion aréas outside-of. Ltaly. It~

‘the stookplle.;

wasi his® thought’ that the proolem cotlild be handled if the flow:

out oifItaly gould kesp pace: with the influx.. He warned thst vé
--8hovld be: careful not to create. refugees., Hegx salo.that ‘the. Yugo—“"'
~islavs: wanted -Fo:ge
“so . as to save £60¢

Gas. many: people as: 9085101e out ”,the country
or. those who remainéd; - I told hlm.about the:
lated o me by.-General Velsbit = and conllrmed

atr0ﬂ1ty SEOLleS

by others and. about the  condition of the refugees on Lhelr ar-
cpival. I am not -sure thqt I conv1nced hlm.' :

I then menmloned to che Gener the suggestion concerning
ig reply was that this was: out. ol the question .
and. that no mater1a1 covld be éarmarked Tfor any group in Italy

| -since- supplies’ . were short in“the entire- area, He 'said ‘that he -
.could not sét- aside” any food ‘or other Atems  for a group which
ﬂmlght or mlght not be able-to use it singe the:Italian popula=-

‘1t on. at- the'present tlme waa 1|v1ng,on,an under-sub51stence_ :

ohistintention tozin=.
: 18 5! him whether:-or. no ne:
hsd feCSLVPd uord concernlng the app01ntment ol Laviler as.

'frepresentatlve. He ‘told: me sbhat “he had recelved tnle cable and




v
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had replied to it., It wes his position that there wzs rio ob-
jvctipn to having a representstive of the Boesrd in Bari but

thnat Lawler could not bz the man., He told me that Lawlerp was

in chvrge of the Salsrno office, had just been appointed as .
Secret=ry te a new and important committee and wos too importent

to the war oitort in his present position to Le epared,

I hac previously talked to #oley and Lawler befors meeting
Lith Uen. hacfarl.ne snd et that time they hn%‘1o-knouledge of’
the General's rafusal to reluase Laviler, Ba UoYd me thaet hile
he wes not entirely ¢ispleased vikh the regult since he needed
Lawler's assistance a good ceal, he was sorry that it could not
ve worked out in accord.ince vith your wishe-., He ru_gested that
£0881bly Wiecler or Fraser or hoth of them be sent over as repre-
sentatives of the Zosrd. He Telt thet they were acquainted with
the arsa and had suificicnt rank to be sble to be éffecitive. It
was alr#o felt thst someons in uniforr would be aole to fo into
tu _erlavia more essilw, Lawler ©inally stated that a memoer of
th: wavy would probsbly be more effective s nce. mauy of the dis-
cussions i Sarl t Sake nlace with reprerentasives of the
Heoyal bavy

He also suggested th .t if a Kavy man ig¢ sent, his orders
should go throush AAWSASE (Favel Headquarters in the Forth Af-
ricsn Arsa) as a man thus assi ned woulcd be in a position to et
lrany small nscessary items through the Navy, i.z., cleriecal help,
transportstion, ete., or preferably that a Hiavy men bring his
ovn yeoman along.

On wy returm from Italy, I discussed these mathers fully
with Robert Murphy. The cable announcing that L was attached
to nim had just arrived and he stated that be was willing that
I be made a part of his staff for matters vhich were not purely .
Worth African.’ He is arranging that I gec 2ll-of the. cables :
affecting the problem and has promised Lo glve me”as wich. as=’
sistance as possible. I ilimediately asked for such’ assistsnce =
on =nother matter which I will discuss after 1 have: swmied u
on the Yogoslav situation.. o B T b S 5

My conclusiorig ﬁhereon'are the followings ™

(1) Asfar as the Army is- corcernsd.there seemsto be
further 'assistance that. they. will glve to-an“added: influx Lresr
fugees into ‘Italy,” As sonsons expressed $6" me previously they

never:expecited the Yugoslavs ko be :a refugee problem and the: L
RS iﬁtd‘ﬁhe'r;lépéfwithdutfwarnihg}';They have how worked
out -a procedure which has aided in the rémoval ol approximately -
30,000- people, - and will continué to aid this movement. provided =
thée conbinuous flow of -refugees-‘out, 6f Ttaly ‘can be .maintained..
"I do not belisve; however, that they will take any ‘additional-
steps-to accelerate this movement dr to provide ships: or supplies
fof,édditiénal,evacuations,sinceftheyjfeellthatgtherpnqsenp move= .
ment is as much as ‘they-can.handle. “As.you krow from:messages:
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previously sent you they alresdy Look steps. o slov up-the
roverent but 1 feel thabt uncer present .circuwms tonces this
byre of restriction will not heve to be reimposed for some
time., I hope that as time pastes mllJL'Fy eventu will mske
the evrecu tlon of substantial numbers of refugees unnecessary,

(2) I cunnot aavise you on ths present rescue poszgibilities g
of refu_eces other than Yugoslevs through en“3t1u£ fecilities, N
I may have more informabion on thisg in the near fubture I under-

stand also that aiscussions have bauen helda behbween the hfitish

and the Yugoslavs in Cairo, but L do not have any information

tiiereon other than the mere fact that discussicns have been hsld.

I belizve that the sum of 35U,U00 should be given immediately

to the Partisan croups to ssce vhat they can do to aid thase '
other groups anu also to ald the Yugoslavs themselves. since the
latter are also proper objects of our aid, The Yugoslavs, in

my opinion, coustitute the only escape organization that exists.
There is no time and there are no facilities to establish an-
otirer organization. I uncderstand that on the part of the Spit-
ish, at lesst, there may be some ovposition to the Yugoslavs
alding the escape of othev refugees since they believe that sir-
men and military personnel should have priority.  However, if

more in the way of both military and civilian suppliss are brouiht
into Yuzoslavia, it may be possibls th-t bot™ movements can take
rlaze sirultaneously. It is very difficult to separate the mil-
itary and tha refugee situations. I believe, however, that aid

in refugee matters shnuld not interfere with military matters

but should be ol assistance since the evacuation of rciug =

will e«se the military situation to some degrees -In . add
even i refugses are not evacuated out food is brought in to
sbarving groups this may release otheyr Tood supplies for the
military. ‘The-Yugoslavs, of course, .are giving prlof t" in £o6d-:
stuffs to their army but I do not bellpve that. they intena to :
let their civilian population starve, and are making an effort

to wrovide for elvilians at least to the 'extent of very siiall
amount s ‘ere-is also .the further element to relufec ald ss
in,kaﬁshal Pitols uelegram to-the §ffect that: able
sons evacuated from other Balksn - counbr¢es,\1ll'
al manpower for his i.rntlng forcos. -

(o) €L oblleve.that someone -in unlfOPK, prov1oed he hqo suf-
ficient rank, could be most effective in° repregenting’ the ﬁoérd,
,at Bariy It will make. 2 trip dinto.Y ugoslev1a miueh swmplef.,Il

have to go.-into-this area - and. T am- perfectly’ willing to OQ“

s.gos ATinecessany 1 be-riecegsary for me to:go Ehrough &
numbnr of—IormaT as: the” procufemenu of.“a quLOPm and-:
the granting-of: asgwmllqted ranks - It would be’ too dangerot to o

go.in‘éivilian clothés because of the fact that it is- :
Sflutd: zon:'qnd capture: by the. enemy mug t Pedonsidered.
not knov what>the :difficulties are dn. acquiring” a351m112ted rank
but I.was informed by Robert. Murphy that it - could possibly be

afrangea. Oni*the other hand, I feel:it is important. to “have
reprs sent|u1ves both in Alglers and “in: Italy, olnce actlku
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' unt1l at 1east, “Beckelman . had:an opportunlty to come toiAlgiers

Sers three familles of stateless refugees aboard who: had heen.

®* .. r
with reference to the salkan refugee movement toles pl:co in
o?tg aretd., In »diition, there are the Fedhalsa problems in’
Africa . cnd 1 :hall discuss thewm next.

~hen I returned from Italy I discovesred that the boat which

should hnve gone to Spain betwszen the 15th and 20th of May had
oeen sent on another short trin. this was due to anotheir mis-
uncerstending, It is necessary to give the people in Spain st
le st 7 cays notice in orier that the rsfugees might be collected
from the various parts of 3pain where tihey are locabted., In this
instance ths Lot was ready to sall prior to the 15th but 1o one
was advised tdef&Ol until the it was to sail, Cables were
gent to Scaln bubt it was too 1. te to mak: tha necessary arrange-~
menus. hs proposed nevw date of salling is now June 7th and I

will keep in consbani touch with the situct’on in order bo make
sure that the same type of slip-up does nobt occur, :

7

the other maiters concerning fedhala which you no Goubt
%ill have heard of by this time, have to do wibh the closing
of the Atlantic Base S:zetion, which was to suprly food and a
small amount of pesrsonnel to the camw., The supply situation
has been straightened out and I aw now assuied that the camp
will receive its suppliss from another source vhich will be acde-
guate. The personnel situablon is still somewhat. snarled, There
is a large awount of governmant p:opertv at the camp and 1% is
necessary that guerds be maintained. Since the Atlantic Base
Section will move, it was inbended to remove all personnel,
incluaing the Italian service troops which had been assigned to
cuard the camp. I had a discussion about this with Robert kurphy
vho callsd up Gen. Smwbridge, after which it was sugpsested that
I meet with the General, T had a meebing on- 28 Nay viith the
General,and another that afternoon with Col. Eanis, who ls his
executive officer. It appears that the Army Telb: .it:camnot give
any manpower ascistance to the. camp and Would 1likg to ‘transfer
all of the responsi®ility to UilkitA, I advised him that UNRRA was
not rumming the camp as yeb -and that it hadldwclined to egzvme:
responsivi ity unless it vias: assured of @ ertainaid.. * I was Lolaﬁr
thzt the Army's former vromise of ‘assistance hud been based. on *
the undsrstanding that. the camp would be opened garlier in the”
year snd at that time it was contemplated that there 'ou1a be

sufficlent manpover avallable, that the lapse Of! time .and changedf;,v

circumstances had made this ‘Change:in ‘attitude necessary. After-

~gome discussion an agreement -was- Llnally reached whereby’ ‘the ATy

would continue - to nmaintain the guards there: for 2 short tiie Tore. -

and “digcuss the OOSlellltJ of cecurlng -obher: typesiof guards. ;

SJust how this will work out, I. do not kmow; but-every effort w1ll:j:
““be made £o- stralghuen the matter out satlsfactorlly.

T also ,elVﬂd a suoden call several days )
uhe "Grlpsholm which was being used “for the éxchange of#
prisoners -of war. L learned when I-arrived thers that toere
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reccived in the éxchzn e and which th- ete Department did not
o bransport to the United Stabes. Thsy should have been
but instructions vers. received too
Tor this., After a lair avount of discussion it wes arranged
"he cecurity authori iesn that 4l

s

they would take charge of.
refufeas unktil bren bhoroughly sereened and that .
citer, thay would sed to thz coms at Fedhola. )

I have considered the 003710111ty of using Gabby forithig
wOork dubt we both feel that vith hir prezent rank 1t would be
itTicult for him to b affechivs, wen as a 2nd Licutenant

boo much improved. He n

[3

L.ht o2 more
IT put™in civilian ,

Iy, assuming ol course, that

o QG
-
o
;

~entative -~
Meditorronean Ares, YWRB

SRENY

r, Jdohn ¥W. Fuhle,
Acting vlrector,

‘ar Hefugee Board, ™
washington, D. C.
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; ALLIED FORCE HEADQUARTERS S C ' )

Civil Affsirs Office

. 24 April, 194, - ,JJ?

Deur John: o 4

I am enclosing herewith the second memé;andum for-
warded to us by the Yugroslavs, together with two memoranda
from USS personnel., These are the same doouments which are
referred to in my cable lo. 14 as belug forwarded to you
through the €33 in Yashington.

I don't think it is necegsary for me to repeat the .

’ various statements made in these memoranda or in the memoran-
. da recently forwarded to you by Jim. But I think you will be o7

interested in one of the statenents made to Jim and myself
by General VelGbit at our meeting on April 22nd. He again
went over the principal vroblens involived,emphasizing the
fact that fast boats were needed, and then told us that he
hed requested the Special Balkan Service in Italy Tor. 50,000
& nonth for the repair of Yugoslav ships. The Special Balkan
~ervice, to whom he made this request, had given him only
w15,000, stating that they vere afraid that anything more
would be used for subversive purposes. General Velebit said
that in view of what the Yugoslavs have done, it was dis-
heartening to be treated in this manner and to have to ask
for funds from various sources. He said that his present
trip had two prineipal-—-purposes. The first was - to gecure,
if possible, a few airplanes to be used for the transport - ,
of personnel and supplies. He stated that Tito . .now -controls
at least five fields at which landings can .be made,  Le also
said that he was making an effort to secureone large loan

3 S0 that he would not have to beg for small amounts of money .
v from various sources, R :

L

along with all other groups in Italy, are.a claimant agercy
for the facilities, services and supplies available there; ;
Up to the present they have not been well treated. I belisve
it requires strong Tepresentations to. the Combined Chiefs of-
Staff to change this situation: 4t ig the. opinion-ofiboth -+
dim and myself that ‘even a minimum‘amdunt!pﬂgaidjwilljbejof
uterrific_assistanoe,because.with,practically'nQ;assistanqe
w-rat-the ‘present the:Yugoslavs have done wonders, both -

I think therpfoblan'comes down tofthisf~—Thé Yuéaélaés,




from a military point of view and in the aid ol refugees.

I do not know to what extent they can aid the Hunguarians

and humanians, but certainly they cuan be in no position )
to. be of any help in this direction unless they receive i
some supplies and assistance., 1 realize that at tle

present time the demand® on all sources of suppliec for

other areas is very great, but the amount required to aid

the Yugoslavs 1s very small in comparison, and with =

little I believe much can be done.

Sincerely

eonard H, Ackef;ann

vpecial Representative
~ Mediterranean Area

Wwar Kefugee Doard

Mr. John V., Pehle

Acting Director

war hefugee Board

288% Main Treasury Building
Washington 25, ., C.
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UNITED NATIONS RELIEF AND REHABILITATION ADMINISTRATION -
1344 Connestiout Avenue
Waghington 25, D, ¢,

25 July 1944,

Yajor Genoral John H, Hilldring
Chief, Civil Affaiprs Diviaion
yar Departmdnt :
Waahington 25' Ds Co

Dear General Hilldring:

Your office has very kindly referrved to us informally paraphrase of Var

Department ¢ables WARK62209 and FX72717, with refersnae to UNRRA '5: poy.

ticipation in the Horth African refugee projectl I am very glad to sube . S
mit the comments whlch follow, although as you know I have not ag yet

raceived reply to ny lettor addressed to you under date of 22 June on

the same subjeat, : : ) '

I shall discuas the sevaral matters in the same sequence as the paragraphs
are numbersd in cable o, FX72717, :

of military medieal poraonnel in the event 10,000 refugees wore moved ime
mediately to the Middle Fast to bring the total for Yuposlavs to 40,000, )
In the meantime advice has come from our office in Cairo that ‘we are now
prepared to take gare of the agreed total ‘of 40,000 without raquiring aupplementary
medical personnel from the military, ' ’ S

2. Paraphrase of Iy 72717 makes no roforence to the understanding that the

Middle Bast quota of 40,000 will be £11led before the I’hil:lipville"prodect would - -

becoma a responsibility of UNRRA.  Yhen 1t becomas poseible for you to reply .- -

officially to my lotter of 22 June, I hope you Will bedn poaition tg confiym
i : this understanding, -~ . LT e T i :

In this connsction, however, T should inform you Ehat'ot'i.r representatives -
in-Cairo, on the basis of the information at ha‘nd'there, have ‘suggaated the ..

. 'x mattor for military "d'eqidion;’:f ’

i ayx would mgeogt that this paragraph would nesd Some olarifigation,: . :°

- A8-I have atated so- roouently in our discussions, UNRRA is presently without . -

-4 supply: 1ins to North Africa, is depsndent upo | the military for shipping and . - - 7 e
transportation, and ‘therefore muast, rely sompletely upon the odlitary for a con= - T R
“tinuing supply until alternative arrangemsnts oan be made, . The torms suggested L

< dn my original sommnication are, I balieve somewhat' b¥oader than those which - S

‘ might,bo.‘interprqta'd'in,FX'Iz?l'l.% SRR I I T T e
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(b) I believe this paragraph alao needs elarifigation, In the event &
d hospital is actually necessary, it will require a much large teshnical
staff than can possibly be rscruited within the area, or from the rofugees -
themselves. The estimates of our Health Division of the peréonnel for this
facility are a minimum of 80. ] » o

Although mentioned praviously in my converaations with you and As-
sistant Seoretary MeCloy, I must again emphasize the problems with vwhich all
"of us are faced at the moment in respact to the reoriltment of appropriate
modical and nursing persoanol. In the United States, demands for doators and
nurses is partioularly aerious in that praotically every oivilian hospital in
the sountry, I am told, is operating with a nursing staff that has besn deplated
to astually dangerous proportions. As serious as the eltuation is in the United
States, the shortages of medical personnel are even more acute in the othepr
countries to which we may turn for help, ) :

1% is for. these reasons that I can do no more that sestate our
original position, namely, that wo seu no possibility of providing the full
complement of medical and nursing personnel by 1 October. e are prapared to
furnish a chief physician and a chief wpurse immediately, and I repeat we will
-of course exert every eifort to replace, from our own resources, the military
personnel originally assigned as vapidly sz possible, but it will be impossible
for us to make any subsbantial replagemants bafors 1 Ootober and- certainly we
cannot guarantee to orovide complete repladements befors 1 Jamary 1945,

Beoauss of the difficulties not only in recruitment byt also in ef-
feeting nocessary bransportuation arrangements to the field, I wn sure that you'
appreciate as 1 do the importanse of roaching an early decision on the matter.
as a whole, in order that we can giva continued assurances that the -commitments
which we made on 22 June can be met., R o

(e) HNo comments.

(d) FA72717 refers t0"203 ton vehicles', I assute this is a typographical =
error and actually means 20 three-ton vehiclea, : o S B

(e) Mo éor;mants;
(£) Mo commenta.

(g) No comments, ‘ : S e
3. (&) The arvangaments made with Marshal Tito in ,;e"spe'ct to pay of Yugoslav

soldiers would not in any way conflict with UNRRA's policy.” E.F,T. tokens can

" bo made s logitinate charge against UNNRR. :

() o comnta,

' (Ao)’ rl{lo nommnts.
- (d) " No comments, - R




{6) 1In the event a decision is reached fairly promptly that UNKRA is to
partieipate in the project under the genoral conditions that are within our
mitual compstense, then I believe we can provide the 20 technical and adminis-
trative personnel by 1 Ootober, assuming of courss that the military will make
svailable promptly tho neoouary transportation,

(£) FAL72717 18 satisfactory in respect to guards, but I am compeilad to
again emphasize our position in rospesct to the bulk of the medieal, nursing and
other oparational personnol,

ks No comments,
5, I would assum¢ that such tranaiont camps as may be necessary at ports of

embariation or elsewhere in transit will be a military reuponsibility. I would
be glad if you could confirm this underetanding.

‘6, If the personnel for maintensnce and administration include only the 20

rersons referred to earlier, then we would have no commente,.
7. UNiiHA can provide small payments to rei‘ugeear within existing UNRRA polioy.
8, Assumption 1s correct,
9. This matter is not within the Jurisdictien or immedlate intevest of UNRRA
except that we would hops thot such funds as the refugees may have would be ih
the currency of the country in which they wi:l reside,
I trust these commsnts vill be usefil 4o you in the atbempt. to bring the matter
to some satislustory conclusion at the earliest date possible, Let me again
agsure you of our cooperation to the extent of our cupaoity.
' “Sincerely,
Rz
/8/ Herbert Lehman -

Direstor General -
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REPORT T0 ki. JOHN W. PEHLE, ACTING DIRECTOR WAR
RulJGlz BOARD, CONCERIING RUFUGEE QUESTIONS IN
TIE BALKANS AND ReLATED MATTERS.

Upon his return from Naples Herold Gla sser immediately
suggested that I go to Bari to investigate the Balkan refugee
question and to explore the possibilities of enlarging presept
activities in yhis field with the assistance of Marshal/ﬂito
and the Yugoslavian Partisans. Glasser called Hoffman,”
Ackermann and myself together to discuss.the question and the
hecessary preparatory steps. Glasser suggested that we call
on General Devers to ascertain the views of himsel? and ‘of his
staff towards prospects for enlarging the activities of the
ar Refugee Board in the Balkans, and it was decided that we
should see Devers at once.

In the course of the conversation with Devers, it was
clear that if he had seen the President's statement and the
directive of the Secretary of War on the subject, he had not
noted these documents very carefully, However, Vevers seemed
to display a sympathetic attitude and called in ¥ajor General
Noce, who, he gaid, along with General Carfey, had detailed
information on the problem., It developed that General HNoce
was not well acquainted with the matter and he called in
General Caffey, General Caffey talked at length about ‘the:
insuperable difficulties involved and concluded with the state~
ment that there was absolutely nothing which AFHQ .could do-
under the circumstances to assist in any-of ‘the. projects. - :
fdarold Glasser thersupon asked Genersls Noce and Caffey if they
would objeet if I were sent to Bari.to explore the problem at. .
first hand. - As this was a request .which Noce  and Caffey would
have been embarrased to refuse, they'agreed.' : S

Upon return to the office Glssser told me-to arrange imme~
diately for my transportation. There was then some discussion
between Glasser ‘and Hoffman as to whether Hoffman ‘could let me'
g0 to Bari -without prior authority'frdm_Washington,Vand1whether
Glasser had any authority to:order me tovgo,terari,:fGlasser,ﬂ;
emphasized the necessity for immediate'&ctibn;ﬂ=Itiwasffinally'v,
agreed that I should go and’ that-Ackermann and -Hoffman should -

- both send.cables informing: the War Rerugee'Boardvand'TréaSury'M“a ;'

~ivovihat-was being-dene,: .

. . DECLASSIFIED . -
. Sta}‘e D:ept."Letd:et, 1-41-72

umemeouegenl W2




I arrived in Bari Friday afternoon, yarch 31, and’
immediately tried to contact Brigadier Miles (ﬁritish), who .
is in charge of the Balkan operations. These efforts:wers
unsuccessful. There was no central directory of telephones
or of personnel. It developed that the Allied Control Com~
mission had its own directory, the 15th Air Force its own
directory, etc. It also proved impossible to obtain eny in-
formation from the Information Center. <*hat evening at : >
dinner, however; 1 had the good fortune to meet Joseph Morton
of the Associated Press whom I had come to know well at Dakar,
I discussed my problem at length with Morton, who had already
spent some time in Bari and who knew the situation rather
well. Morton then suggested the names of persons whom he . _
thought were closer to the problem than the persons whose '
nemes I had, and he theresupon arranged certain apogintments.

The following morning I called on Captain Ramsey, formerly
of the lreasury and now representative of the Allied %inancial
Agency in Bari. I discdussed the problem at length with him but
found that he had no information to offer. I asked him if he
had received. eny directions to extend financlal assistance in
accordance with FAW 347 of March 15, 1944. Hamsey said that

he had not seen any cables relative $o this matter.

I then called upon Col., Kirkwood, who is in charge of the
Displaced Persons Sub-commission of the Allied Control Commis-
sion, I interrogated Col. Kirkwood about the moyement of -
people from Yugoslavia and coastal islands into ltaly, treat~
ment of refugees in the camps in Italy, and the difficulties
encountered. in .the movement of refugees from Italy to. other :
points. . S . : S

Col. Klrkwood stated that roughly 17 000 people have come -
to Italy, meinly from the coastal. 1slands, since December -1, -
1943, He said that most of these people were brought over: by
the Allied Special Naval Service and had been evacuated for.
reasons of military. necessity. - According: to Kirkwood most.of °
the refugees now arriving were orphang, elderly men ‘and women,:

\‘and the seriously -sick and injured. He said that able-bodied
young meh and women were assimilated 1nto the Partlsan mllltaryr

;’organization“'~

In view of Kirkwood's statements I inquired whether
= there was any general policy-toward evacuation-of refugees.»
” Col. Kirkwood replied that it has been and 1s the policy
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not to encourage evacuation but to accept those who. come,
brought particularly either by the Allied Naval ©ervice

in order to clear the islands for military operations, or
brought by their own efforts. I cited thet if this were

the poliecy it certainly was not consistent with the direc=
tive from the President,as set out in the order creating

the War Refugee Board, or with the directive of the Secre-
tary of War, Kirkwood stated that he had not seen either

of these documents in their original form but had reed a
summery of the President's statement in the local press.

fle added that he was not establishing the policy toward the
removal of refugees and that his concern was with the refu-
gees once they arrived in Italy. I asked him whether in

his opinion it would be possible to expand the evacuation of
refugees. He stated that he could answer this question only

from the viewpoint of its impact on his specific problem.

He sajd that various cemps in ®outhern Italy could accommo-
date a maximum of 15,000 people at thelr present capacity,
that at present there were about 4 or 5,000 people actually
being accommodated in the camps, and that he was therefore
in a position to take an additional 8 or 9,000 people at a
maximum. T pointed out that the problem therefore had two
aspects in his sphere: (1) Expansion of existing facilities,
if necessary, and (2) continued outflow of persons from the
camps to other areas.’

Kirkwood pointed out that his camps were not operated
as concentration cdfips but that considerable privileges were -
granted. Refugees who could support. themselves were per-:

mitted freedom from the camps; refugees who could find. employ- -

ment were permitted to leave the camps; there was no insis~’
tence that refugees not -falling into the above- categories
should remain at all times within the;camps.a(In,this,congec-
tion one should note the difference between the mannher in =
which the Fedhele camp is t0 -be operated and the manner in -
which the camps in Italy are being operated).” Kirkwood - .
stated that he would not handle the’ job.if any other attitude
were employed. He then pointed out ‘that the freedom enjoyed .
by the refugees in his camps sometimes made:it difficult to. .-
encourage further movement of peoples .out of dtaly where - -

“refugees-realize they would be moving into a:less attractive o

situation. -He said that about 15,000 people have alreéady

‘gla¥vg, ‘had.bésn sent to MERRA at the ‘end-of Marehi: .

Y- been moved ‘out to:the Mideast of_which'3,800;,larg31§,Yugoé' 
e

said -

| that there was no real difficulty in arranging transport . -~ .~ ..
“between Italy and other areas. e R ST EIPE
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Kirkwood stated that there were roughly 1,500 Jews
now in the camps in Italy who could be moved as soon as
Palestinlan certificates were made available. Xirkwood
stated that a real contribution could be made to-the solu-
tion of his problem if we could arrange for-the speedy
availability of these certificates. Kirkwood stated that
his camps had originally been set up to take care of those
whom the Italians had interned for political and racial
reasons., e mentioned that figures he had glven me did not
include any people who were at large in Sputhern Itdly for
one reason or another,

Kirkwood stated that the average inflow of people was
about 200 per day, Approximately 5,000 neople arrived in
February, 1944. The number which arr:ved in March wag sub-
stantially less because of the change in the military situa-
tion and because a great number of people had already been
evacuated from the islands, mainly for military reasons,
Although a group of about 270 arrived .on March 31, Kirkwood
pointed out that with the reoccupation by the Germans of the ’
Island of Rab and certain other islends along the coast, and
with the inereased patrol activity of the Yugzoslav coast
it had become nhow much more difficult for people to get out
or be brought out. Xirkwood, however, emphasized that the-
military situation in the Balkans was extremely fluld.

Klrkwood stated that various. emigre. governments had now
attached missions to him to look after their own refugees.
He mentioned the Rumenian mission, the Greek, the Polish,
ete., T asked him how these missions were belng supported .
and he said their expenses viere being suoplied by the Allied:f
Finanecial Agendy. - o

Kirkwood mentioned the follow1ng other problems with S

which he s confronted at present.

(l) whlle the present ‘ration allocated o him for his
camps 1g much ‘superior to what these.people ‘had ‘been accus=.

tomed, it is nonetheless not sufflcient 0. restore the health:
. of people who' have been suffering-for ~some time from under- 11; S
. hourishment.,. Kirkwood stated thet the present ‘ration was & i

low type British ration; “which was sufficlent to maintaln
health but. not to restore health.,ﬂr ¥ R SRR

(2) He sald that he had: immediate need of six addltionel

'idoctors ‘and  inereassed medical. supplies ‘and- equipment. In-.

+this connection Kirkwood ‘asked me whether T éould arrange’ to
have sent to Italy a. hospltal organlzatlon now in Lngland
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and already organized for service., ie said that he.khew
this organigzation was there and had been for some time. EHe
pointed out that it was a unit run by the Quakers or other
such orgenization which would not serve combattants but
would serve refugees, :

(3) Kirkwood pointed out that there was present need-
for increased counterintelligence for operational clearing
of refugees and for maintaining security within the area,
and that if the flow of refugees were expanded, a much larger
increase in counterintelligence activities would be needed.

(4) Kirkwood stated that he hoped that his task could . ' .
soon be shifted to a civilian organization.

{5) Kirkwood pointed out that insufficient transporte~
tion and personnel had been allocated to him for movement of
people within and among the camps and that he had difficulty
in keeplng certain available personnel, He said that the

h authorities were apparently anxious to throw on him every new
problem that arose, however distantly related to his work,
but they did not seem to appreciate his added needs.

(6) He suggested that the people in refugee camps -were:
_anxious to do things to help themselves sand others, “'but .that:
he was not able to provide the assistance necessary for such: -
work projects. He also pointed out the morale value-of. sueh.
camp activities. He said that one camp had in one week e
turned out 600 garments,and that the problem-of - clothing the
refugees could be partially solved if cloth and- needles and
-gome machines could be: made available,. e o o

(7) Kirkwood stated that under the sgreement with MERRA;

25,000 people would be taken. -He said that this quota had. ‘'
not been reached, but that the agreement expired at the end.
) of April and that he was extremely anxious that this outlet

for people from his camps not be closed. .

~ Kirkwood, 'a man who had never been associated in-such -~ =~
‘work, 'seemed to me to be trying to do a good job,  His problem . : -
‘.ds elearly difficult ‘and probebly exasperating at timeés, but
“the .problem has growd on him“and hHe is ¢learly moved by the - -
humanitarian aspect of it, = .70 A e ST

,_,AT'As,Majpf]GeneraleNathaan}~Twiﬁning_is the highest rank=: -
ing American officer in:the aree ‘(he is in charge of the 15th
Air Foroe), I decided to call upon him. Twinning was pleasant- .
and gracious but he had never read of nor heard of the War =~ -
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Refugee Board or .any statements or directives ip connection
with it. He saiq he would 1iks to do all he could but that
he did not know anything about the problem; that his Jjob
was bombing Objeotives, and he dig

hot want to. get involved. - ,
. in any other problems. After some conversation, he ,called
in his “hier Intelligence Officer, Col, Tohn Young;/and told -
him to put me in contact with all bersons who Young thought
would be of assistance, T

Young emphasized the difficulty of the problem. I told
Young that I knew this before I came and that that was:
therefore not news to me. Young said thet there wes. nothing
that he or hig organization could do, and suggested that T N
see Lt., Vommander Green of the Special Balkan Service, and
Captain Stampedos of the same service., These references were

of no help as these men belonged to USS, and I hag already
arranged to see them, : .

I thereupon called to see Major Arnoldl of-the Special
Balkan Servicg/to which O8S personnel are attached, 4rnoldi
is of the 0387 a man who obviously knows Yugoslavia thoroughly

the enemy lines in the dres.,
ject. Here again there -
the -Board and its
o0t been disseminated even among military per-
sonnel doing work closely ralated to the Boardf's activities,

Arnoldi asked for coples of the various documents which I, of

course, gave him. Among these documents were. the cables re-
lating to financial help ror évacuation of refy
Island or Rab i e i ‘no

case where‘patriotic and rinancia; motives were not: confiused,

1 ésked'Arnoidifdirectly,Why nothing had been done to ..
implement  the. War Refugee Boardrobjectives_in;thé‘Balkans;-a
Arnoldi had~the;following'tq sayi. n R B

i ‘->»(ll“Thel§hipping:prpblemjiﬁ;tﬁefﬁainxprbﬁlem.f-AlthOﬁéhh3’55"
.| “theré are many ships tied up. along the Italiangﬂdriatic—cQast,
s i these have not been made availeble 'to. the bartisans for such:
i
|

purposes, 0Of thesejships_many:actually,bglong;tovthéﬂpaitisané}’
.1 /bubt are in need of repai?s;,Some-minor._,iherlugoslaVQfQOH%fﬂj;;57u
,:,fstant1y~53kifor,cooperation=in,thisuconnec;ion{butfrgceiveﬁwnqps.;;

B
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what few Yugoslav ships nhave been repalred were repaired \
with materials bought by the Yugoslaves out of their own !
funds on the black market at exhorbitant prices. Occasion#
ally a Yugoslav ship is put on the repair docks but in each,
case the British suthorities, who control all shipping and/ -
related matters, have removed the ships before completion |-
because of alleged war priorities. No repair facilities
whatsoever have been given to the partisans and practically
no financial assistance either has been glven to them,

(2) There are available plenty of partisans to man the
ships, men who are willing to assume the risiks without finan-

cial remuneration of any kind.

(3) Today German control of the coastal islands and of
the coast is tighter than it has been for some time, but the.
situation is extremely fiuid and preparation should go on at
all times so that full advantage may be taken of any favor-
able change in the situation. However, even in the present
tight situation, the partisans would be able to accomplish -
much if certain assistance and cooperation were given themn.

(L) The Germans have now reoccupied “ab and certain other
jslands and increased their control over the coast, ’

{5) Most of the refugees have been removed Trom the o
‘cosstal areas; -many of these people reached the coastal is-
lands from the coast and reached the coast from the interior - -

of the country.

(6) Hovement from the interior to the cdast'is very -
difficult and taxes human powers to.the limit because of the
lack of trangportation and of food. R I R e

" (7) In four montas only 6,000 tons of supplies; including
military eguipment, have ‘been made available .to the-partisans

despite large and grand promises.

. (8) Yhne Alliesapyégn to be more concérned about the - -
“political problem than any other. Tito's communistic-form -
_of government is always emphasized- and feemphasized, as is the.’ -
‘feared kussian dominence of:the-Balkan areas . R A

“(9) Previth'efforts'tojinqreasé'aidltp the partisans
-had met with opposition from headquarters, = o oo 0

(10 Always emphasized is tlhie extreme difficulty of . . - Sl
bringing further asgistance in view. of: the tight shipping and:
_-supply situation. ‘Reiterated isfthe'statement;that;thexéuth05'
rities are- doing all they can.: TR EE P BRI e
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arnoldl stated that Special Naval Service usées fast
boats to bring limited amounts of supplies to the partisans.
and to evacuate people where possible, It was Arnoldi's
opinion that the partisans would and could open up a section
of the coast I1f the effort were werranted and Justified by
the amount of supplies and equipment which the Allies would
give. '

People are still arriving in trickles to the Dalmation
Islands as a lerge scale movement is at this moment - very
difficult, Arnoldi pointed out that many Yugoslavs and re-
fugees are not anxious to leave the country but prefer to join
the fighting partisans. ILarge sections of the country are
under the control of the partisans which makes it possible for
civilians to find relative safety within Yugoslavis. Thus,
the main problem is getting food and supplies to these peonle.
If the Allied Authorities would cooperate on shippine snd )
supplies and some air cover, where necessary, the partisans
would be glad to assume the responsibility for movement of
supplies in and the movement out of those people who want to.
go. Thus, most of those now coming to the coastal islands or
to Italy are -children, old folks, pregnant women and the sick
and injured. Arnoldi pointed out that many ‘Yugoslav ships. .
are still under the Italian flag and that partisans Jailed by
the Italians before the fall of Mussolini:are still jailed.

In coanection with bringing assistance to refugees in
Hungary and Yumania, Arnoldi pointed out that only stong and - |
able-bodied men will be able to0 ‘stand the trip under the exist=-
ing circumstances., ‘Many Allled ‘airmen are belng brought out -
by the partisans. Increased efforts-to open new. channels of

escape from Hungary and Rumania would reéquire food and medical -

supplies-and financial assistance for the establishment of 7.
relay stations. ' At present, supplies of food-and medicine are -’
hardly sufficient to provide for the needs of thé Partisan Army.
What remaing is shared and shared alike bY'the_thoSlavian gj""
ceivilian population and the refugees. All refugees who were.
able to get out of Hungary -and Rumenia are protected and fed -
by the partisans.: Arnoldi steted that this question would ™ 7
have 4o be 'discussed with Tito's representative and possibly. .
even -Tito, T asked Arnoldi whether, in'his opinion,- partis

:;Wpuldﬁbe;wéllinsyuthrbughftheirjcontact With resistance - .-

ang’

\/'moveméhﬁéTin’Hungaryfand;Rumania'qf‘Bulgaria;-tO;Organizefthgr*">'

remaval of people:fiom Gangerous’ to possibly safe ‘areas,in .
;- case the:German. armies in retreat should'Undertake.who;esalé SRR
,,glaughter,,'Arnoldi'stated;that{while;ne wagsure.that coopera~

U tion - might be expected from the p&rtisans;'he-wpuld,prereﬁgijv

~ that I 'discuss this ‘specific. problem withithevpartiséns;i._;,,;j;*
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Arnoldi thereupon called the head of the Hefugee Commlttee
of the Yugoslav lational Committee at Bari, Dr, Gunjcka,
and arranged for me to talk with him. v

Z he next discussion of value was had with Lt., Commander
Green (U.S. Pavy), who is apparently the head of the 0SS dele~
gation which is attached to the Special Balkan Service, under
British control. (This organization controls all operatlonal
activities in the Balkans and functions through Brigadier
MacLean, formerly a British diplomat made Brigadier -and
attached to Tito as Allied Representatlve) Green's views
were not nearly so encouraging nor so helpful as those of
Arnoldi and others to whom I subsequently talked in the 0383 -
group attached to SBS. Green's general attitude more nearly
approached that of the Allied Staff in Algiers; thet is, this
is a difficult and complex problem, and we.are doing as much
as present circumstances permit. Green, like certain other
individuals to whom I talked, represents the completely
negative approach to difficult problems. There were those
who stated thet this is a difficult and complicated problem,
but whose minds then turned to the question of what can weé
do despite the difficulty, end how shall we do it. Then
there were those who merely emphasized the difficulty and
complexity of the problem. As a digression, it ig . interesting
to note that those who were closest to the problem and clearly
more thoroughly informé&d on it, fell-into the Lirst categorv.

At any rate, Green oontradlcted the views expressed by
others to the effect that the shipping problem was not un-
solvable, Green stated that, as I had said, there were

v numerous shing tled up along the 1tallan~Adr1atlc coast; but -
that these were.in need of repair and that -there was:a greatj
priority on repair facilities, repair materislg and labor. .
They also stated that there was & great priority on existing
availlable shlpplng, both in the Adrlatlc Sea and:the mastern,v,
- lediterranean. ‘T asked him what help we had given-to the = .
partlsans in connection with - ghipping, “He said {(a) Shipplng
~is under British control and {b) all available help had gl<:.
ready been given. I stated that on the basis:of conversatlons
.- 'with-.other persons, presumably well 1nformed on-the’ subject,
J-.that this amounted to-exactly Zero, - ‘He deniled this and- stated .
Swith empha51s on-gsecrecy of 1t that ‘his organization’ (presum—:
ably meaning 0385} had ‘given %25 000" t0 the Yugoslavs: for the ...~
" repair of ships., I inquired- whether ‘in . view:of his ‘esrlier” R T
. statements about - the availability of faellltles,frepalr materlals'47—~—%%%*ﬂvf*'
.and - labor ‘he thought the q25 OOO could be put to any: use.,?f‘ e :
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Green passed that one off with a shrug of his shoulders. I

then asked him if the Yugoslavs had requested these funds,

He replied that they had asked for #70,000. I asked him

whether he had any information that the %¥25,000 allocated had
hbeen used by the partisans to repair a ship or ships, and he

said he thought -it had. JFurther questions along this line -
indicated that Green was an intelligence officer whose activities
were apparently more closely connected with matters other than
shipping. ' . )

1 outlined the objectives of the Loard and the préactical
solutions which I' thought might be employed. He asked me :
whether I intended to move the entire population of Yugoslavia
to Ttaly (which was not the first time that I heard that ironic-
question). I replied that such obviously was not my objective
and that, as I saw the problem, I was equally if not more
interested in removing all populations including refugees from
occupied to unoccupied areas of Yugoslavie and from dangerous
to safe areas of Hungary, Rumania and Bulgaria, as I was in
evacuating people., Green inquired whether I was interested
only in refugee Jews. I replied that such was not the case;
that we were as interested in saving the lives of all peoplse
who were in danger of .death at the hands of the Germans. Creen
thereupon inquired whether I might not, within five or six
months, be interested in protecting the 100,000 Michaelovitch

-chetniks from the partisans. I passed that one.

- coast 1tself, and he said there simply was not sufficient -
"naval’protection*éﬁéilabléi;7Hb‘bdintéd’butfthatisupblies{hﬁd* S
been taken to the lsland of Viz, now occupied by 2,000 8lave, v
800 British and:; 200 Americansg; but that these were mostly for - -

Green then inquired whether I had investigated the facili-
ties available for handling refugees in Italy. I replied that,
subject to the provision of certain assistance, thé existing .
facilities were probably adequate for the hear future, but =~
if large evacuations became pogsible, or if the 5,000 to 15,000
refugees in Northern Italy were rescued, we. could consider =~
enlarging the existing facilities. - Green stated that, in hig
opinion, any expansion.of evacuations would have to be attended
by increased provision for security checks by counter-=_ R
intelligence, which he considered to be inadequate at present -
in all respects.’ . L 3 ' SES .

- T asked GFeen why we had net moved additional supplies
to' the coasgtal iglends’occupled by the Yugoslavs and: to.the’

~the Partisan Army.  Green agaln adverted to.the additionsl
-tax-on the refugee Tacilities in Southern Italy which will '

"~ be imposed when refugees in ‘unconquered Italy, consisting .

mostly of Jews and political refugees, have to De taken care -

. bfiby'us;_ : :
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Green then pointed out thet it was impossible to get
supplies into the interior of Yugoslavia except by.plane
and that the planes were simply not availeble, although from ]
time to time a few were being used to bring military equip- . &
ment and supplies to the partisans. He pointed out that N '
several days before tnis conversation 27 B-26's had been sent
over with equipment but had to return without dropping ‘it  due
to weather conditions, le again emphasized that this was a
secondary theater of operations and that therefore the primary
theater of operations is continually drewing off eguipment much
‘needed in the Mediterranean theater. (Thils was part of the ar-
gument of Brig. General Caffey). Green concluded by declaring
his sympathy with the objectives I was seeking and his regret
at the fact that projects of this nature had not been under-
taken a yeer earlier when this was a primary theater of opera-
tions and equipment and facilities could have been spared.
Green offered to put me in touch with the partisan leaders.
Ve

Conversation with Ensign Vucinich of Special Balken Service:

Ensign Vucinich 'is a representative of 055, of American

.birth but of Serbian extraction, who had lived many years in

Yugoslavia. {You will recall that Tito originated in Slovenia).
Vueinich, like 4rnoldi, also of 0SS, had views lergely dissimi-
lar from those of Green who heads up their organization.

Whereas Arnoldi and Vuecinich admitted the difficulties involved,
they were nonetheless anxious to0 make some effort and inclined

to the belief that some favorable results might be echieved, -
Vucinich gave the key to the problenm .when he -said that if coopers=
ation had been given to the partisans a year ago, or 4t various.
times throughout the past year, the serious problem which exists
today would have to some extent been avoided or-alleviated.- '

-What Vucinich meant -to indicate by this ‘statement. was that. . .-
preparations made today may prove of considerable concrete value. -
tomorrow, and that there is simply no:-logic in-the position -
that nothing can be done and that the refugees; including Yugo- o c
slav nationals who for all purposes are 8lso refugees, must. B e
try to live until the liberation of the country.  Vueinich: LT

- pointed 6ut that there were many times during the course of  the
last -year when whole sections of the coast were under control .- -

- -of the partisans, and that ald could have been-brought and -
- people ‘evacuated with: excellent chances of -success.: Vucinieh -

“pointed out ‘that the extent to whiech the Yugoslev could and:can - "

. ald - the refugees. and their own people is by getting supplies . o - !

»'which enable them to. f8ed their own army end still have enbugh .- - 7

~-to feed the refugées and civilian:population.  Thus, today-’ o
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what food and supplies remain after the army gets its sub~
sistence is divided equally among Yugoslavs and refugees of

all nationalitles. It was the view of Vucinich that the
political attitude towards Tito prevented the delivery of ald
to him duting the past, as it hes also had the effect of
limiting the offer to bring aid at this time to measurable
prospects of military assistance from the Yugoslavs, Thig is
another key to the problem. Despite &all expressions of sym-
pethy and regret, it seemed to me that the Allied Authorities
are concerned, both in the matter of evacuation of refugees and
in delivery of supplies, only as direct military‘contributions
of the partisans are involved. Total deliveries of all types
of supplies to the partisans in the last four months was 6,000
tons. The following recommendations arose out of these conver=
sations with Arnoldi and Vucinich:

(1) Insulate, so far as possible, the politiecal factor.
Implement that principle by seeing to it that war refugee
matters are handled by a representative of the War Refugee
Board directly attached to Marshal Tito's headquarters.in
Yugoslavia; or, if the expected objections to such an arrange-
ment can not be overcome, then place a representative at Bari.
In other words, see to 1t that the war refugee problem is not
hendled by those who are concerned with political questions.

(2) Accept the.XYugoslav challenge that’'if the facilities

were put in thelr hands they could actually do something, —In
fact, this means working out in Washington with Adniral Leahy
the President or others, as appropriate, arrangements whereby
some of the 65 Yugoslav Partisan ships may be repaired and:
mede available to the partisans. See if it is not possible
to effect release to the partisans of Yugoslav ships now under
the control of the Yugoslav Government, or-under the -control- = . -
of the Italiansg, if' these ships are not,beingrused;fOrlabsolugely 
- -necessary military operations*or{purposes.‘LIn‘this,connectipn;;
I may mention that we should not-accept at face value the argu-. .
ment advanced by the military that nothing cean:be spared. TFor )
instance, why should- not the Haval Officer .in charge at Bari be.
required to -substantiate his statement to thiseffect. - -

: ~ (3) Give the partisans the responsibility and the risk of '~

" life:and the:shipsinvolved.in such traffic. The partisans. e
declared that they did not ask the ‘Allies to accept either the . -
responsibility-oxr- the risk.
to mecept greater responsibility and to uhdertake ‘larger risks+
“because, as- they say,'they:are,Yugqslgv‘partisans and it ds-aoo.-
“Yugoslav partisans-and otherswfriendlyfto;themrand'thqsejwh
are enemios. of the Nazis who have come to ‘them for assistance

whom they want to save,

-Obviously the partisans are willing 5f;:f7f1;{¥
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(4) Make supplies directly available to the Tugoslav
Hational Committee at Bari, or if the political consequences
of this action are fsared, then put the action on a humeni-
tarian level and make the gupplies directly aveilable to the
" refugée committee of the Yugoslav National Committee, ~Thus,
ig 1t possible to lend~lease certain equipment and supplles
for this purpose? If the Lend Lease Act offers certain
technical obstacles, it might be pointed out that the use of
such supplies is strongly related to the military situation.

{5} Try to obtain cooperation and assistance from UNRRA,
if that is possible at this time,

Conversation with Dr. Gunjcka:

Dr, Gungckq explained at the outset that he was interes ted
in prospects of help from the United States, He stated that
the Yugoslav Partisans had saved many thousands of refugees,
and many thousands of thelr own people without any assistance
from the outside, e indicated that in the mind of the Yugo-~
slavs there was no-difference between themselves and the refu-
gees. He said that between 600,000 and 900,000 Yugoslavs had
either been executed by the Wezis or died of stervation or 1ill-~
ness as a result of the Nazi occupation. He stated that the
partisans brought refuge to all enemies of Hitler who managed
to escape to Yuggslav territory occupied by the partisans. He
sald that there are partisan committees organlzed end active. ;. :
in practically every Yugoslav city and:village, including thoge’
occupied by the Germans, and that through the cooperation of .
these committees, many refugees had been brougiht to the safety
of territory occupled by the partisans. 1 asked him how this:
organization functioned and whether. it would be ‘possible to -
enlarge it and what assistance we could give in this connection,”
He replied that due to the limitations. of food, finances, per~-. ..
sonnel and transportation,- they were reaching the 1imitg on’ the:
number of people who can-be brought to gafe territory by the -
partisans, ‘He pointed out that each local committee. designates
those who are to . be brought out at any one time, priority.
generally being given to ‘those such as ‘@able-bodied. young men- .
who could fight, and those who would be exeouted if captured
or imprisoned and/or deported. -He said many #dllied airmen had;’
‘been brought: out of Hungary: and Ruriania by this means across - .
Yugoslavia and ultimately beck to their stations in Italy. . He:
then indicated that those selected-were moved under protection

and guidance: of - the". partisans from - town to town over: sneclallyzf'f

-the lack:of food and transportatlon and the 11m1ts of human'
endurance. ' : A =

..selectéd routes, and that this was difficult today. because 0f: }'_;"
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A8 to the second question, Gunjcka stated that these
channels could undoubtedly be expanded somewhat subject to )
essistance in supplies of food, medical equipment and trans- o *
‘portation. I pointed out the extreme difficulty eand impro-
bability of our being able to deliver equipment into the far
interior as that this could be done practically only by plane.
Gunjcka stated that he knew this was true but that some help
could be accomplished if only financial assistance could be
given so that relay stations could be established along the
routes and food bought from the countryside,

I asked Gunjcka whet he thought could be ‘done by the . . -
partisans to assist us in rescuing Hungarian and Rumanian re-~
Tugees now within those countries, and whether he thought that
the partisans would be prepared to employ their contacts with
the resistance groups in- those countries toward those ends,
Gunjcka replied that mass evacuation was impossible; that some
increase in the number of those afforded escape could probably
be made but that the number of persons rescued ‘in this manner
would not be large due to the difficulties inherent in the
method itself; and that undoubtedly the best and most practicel
Objective in this situation was the ise of the tactics which
the Yugoslavs themselves employed in Yugoslavia, namely,
organized removals of people in danger of death in one section
of those countries to bbher sections. Gunjcka stated that -he
was not in position to give any agsurances on behalf of the
partisans that they could cooperate in such a project,as thig--
was a matter which involved foreéign relations and would heve. to
be cleared with the head of the Yugoslav National Comniittee in .
Bari, and probably Tito himself. Gujocka stated that he. would
errange for me to-talk with Cols eq}ﬁer of: the Yugoélav;'
General Staff in Italy., = RV R T e

Dedijer is a very impressive person -who ‘hdas fought with - -
* the partisans in Yugoslavia Tor quite some tine,- He was mope’
optimistic than any of the others to.whom I talked about the: -
prospects of achieving some-results-in-this program. -Dedijer-m.
~askeéd me if I would submit a memorandum stating the questions. ' .
to which L wanted answers. This I did, and the only copy . of -

-.this: document:was forwarded to you through the intermedisry =~ -©.
o of Hirgehman, . Dedij er.told me he:was leaving for Naples on the |

within a .few days. I told him that I was leaving for Algiers =~ ==
"~ the following day and- would appreciate it if I could hawe higi -~
.- Teply-before lie left for Naples, ;,edijer:stated,that'he”woul@_;

prefer to cover -the subjectcinrcgrefgl'andtdgtailed{fash;dﬁi e




“-asthey ‘are nows.: Popov1ch stated the #1lies were apparently
only-interested. in getting: minimum. assistence - to .the. nartlsan~”v
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I gaia I would rather have at once whatever he could get out
and that I would also like tc have a subsequent detailed
memorandum, I received the following morning a memorandum
Swhich I sent you through Hirschman. This memorandum pretty

4 nearly sumamarizes what Dedijer told me verbally, After thls. “
' thlng had been translated, I found that while it was interest-

ing, it was too general and did not enswer the gpecific
questions which 1 had put to Vedijer. I thereupory/deferred
my return-to #lglers and arranged to see Col, Popovieh,who had
signed the flrst memorandum in the absence of Uedlaer.

I talked to Popovich and to umod{aka hsgsistant to the
Foreign Minister, for some hours. DBoth were very reeslistic. and
emphasized the need for breaking the shipping bottleneck as a
‘first measure. Their comment and attitude were quite rough on
this gquestlon which served.to corvince me further that despite
the comment of the Allied “uthorities, some cooperation can be
glven to the partisans., After lengthy discussion of this sub-- ;
Ject, T asked them to submit to me & further memorandum citing
what Shlps were available, where they were, what was the extent |
of repairs needed, the matter of time and money, how many ships/
could be renalred for instance, in one month given the facil-/
ities, what monthly outlay they thought would be required, 1
.whether thej thought they could get the labor, etc. /

Both men then emphasized that the extent to which they
could render fumther assistance would depend on.the: smount of
supplies which could be given to them by the. Allies. They
pointed out that this was fundamental as there was only a
limited amount-of food and medical equipment-.available, ‘prac- . .
tically only sufficient for the Army, and that as: they accepted
more refugees, and tried to move more of “their: own people: whom
they also call refugees to several ‘areas, they were c¢onfronted’
with the very difficult program:of keeping the “rmy fed and
in health. He said; off the record; that he did not understand
why the Brltlsh authorities -refused to: make: supplies directly -
available to the partisans who were ‘Willing, ‘given the' shlpping,
to run the risks and-accept the responsibility.. . He said that.
while the situation was difficult -now, ‘much help could have e
been brought in the past if the Allies had been: disposed to;

- help, and that the same attltude persisted with.the result: that

instead: of cooperatlng Wwith:the partisans’to prepare now;so thet

S fulls advantage may -be.: taken-of: future favorable. opportunltles,;rV
"nothing wes being done. " It was emphasized that’ the military =
situation was very fluld and that-when opportunities: developed S
‘g8 they surely would, they would be in-the same position then:

Army- t0 try to-keep it together until it: gould ‘be-used. as.‘a’
milltary force in:case of'an“invasion” (practlcally the geme :
statement was made by General Caffey several: days later in Algiers)
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Popovich inquired why the Americans did not take any
interest in the Balken area., I stated we were interested
in saving those who were in danger of death from Hitler,
and. that included the Yugoslavs, wherever there was a casge
Of fear of extermination or fear of death from starvation
resulting from the ravages of the German armies, Further,
Copovich then said that representatives of the 41lies had
mede large promises in the past which have not ‘been fulfilled
~and that he was anxious not to arouse undue enthusiasm in
. this case without some practical evidence that we were willing
to do more than talk, I then told Popovich that if he would

country, that we would give aid, that it was immediately
possible to give certain aid in the form of money and gold,

if needed, to finance activities in the other Balkan countries,
Popovich then asked when such money and gold could be made
avallable. I stated that we needed to have specific require-
ments stated and that it was for this reason that a further
memorandum should be prepared and submitted, and that in this
nemorandum he should state initial funds reguired for various
purposes and projects, Popovich then asked how long it would
be after I received such fmemorandun that this assistance. would
be forthcoming., I replied that only so long as was regquired
to get the necessary information to Washingfon and 4o make the
ascessary arrangements.  Popovich asked how long I 'gstimated
this would be. I said that T didn't know  but’ that it ‘would

be done as quickly as possible. He smiled, . Then I said two
or three weeks, -Popovich then asked what I thought the War
Refugee Board could do about the shipping problem, I replied

s ‘that I was not in a position to glive_.any assurances on this -

: subjeet except thatb the infcrmationri‘had,collected“would.be' : i
transmitted to Washington snd that.the War Refugee Hogrd would ER AR S L
do all in its power:-consistent with the progecution of the war: :
to help them in-the matter of ships, - L T e

I then pointed out to Popevich that Dedijer's memorandum
“-in reply to my memorandum had neglected to answer my guestion:

“about the cooperation which we might expect from the pantisansf

,in_connectiqn_with—the Humanian and . Hungarian problemsy -
. Popovich stated that ther ¢ Was.ample evidence of partisan -
T’aCComplishmehﬁ,ih"feSPect‘bf—refugeés“tc—prbve'that;they

‘were doing all that it was possible for them to.do under the .-
¢ircumstances whether these refugees went into ¥ugoslazia—from._ AN
. other countries, -or. were alreadyLWithin;thejcounﬁry,':hefstatedjg,'; -
no rbfugee,had'bjen—refused;the,aid,and; rotection .of -the ‘= .-
partisans ‘unless he were a German-gpy. : owever, Popovieh-.
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pointed out that the Yugoslavs were understandably interested

in saving their own people first. I stated that thig was

understandable and that,ss he must have noted in my memorandum,

we took account of thls, but that we were also interested in ¥
the problem of the other Balkan countries., - He then repeated

what the others had said about the problem, concludlng with the
statement that this question would have to be referred to llto.

I asked Popovich when I might expect the additional
memorandum and he said that it would teke five.:or six days to
complete it.

I talked with others in and out of the military. whose comments -
have not been recorded in this memorandum, either because they

did not have anything of real value to say, or because what they

said had already been said by others who carried weight.

Copy of the cable which I had prepared for transmission to
vou,but which was not sent by cable, must now have reached you
by the hand of Hirschman. Acnermann and Hoffmen felt that it
was too dangerous to transmit this cable through State Department
channels. I think that this is one of .those problems: which must
‘be attacked directly if any success is going to be achieved,
Persuasion will have no good effect whatsoever. Knowledge on
the part of the military that their bald. and unsubstantiated ;
‘statements are not“accepted at face value by all persons essocia~
ted with these problems may prove of value.: Pressure from
appropriate quarters. in Wasnlngton will certainly-produce the
desired result if, and only if, local military -czars Tealize
that the mere statement thet they cannot do -anything beyond
what they are now doing w1ll not olose the subaect.—»,

Upon my’ return to Algiers Aprll 8th, Glasser Ackermann )
and myself called upon General Caffey a8 - 1% wes felt that I B
should report to-the AFHQ. Inasmuch as Caffey's strong position
was already known, it was decided that we should in fact say . '~
very. little, and only report the views: of- the Yugoslav partisans.
I therefore mentloned ‘to General Caffey -at the Opening of the R
" meeting a few:of the points which the partisans had madei Caffey -

- 4id not permit me to finish. He grew very angry snd stateds =70 o
~"These Yugoslavs are. congenital. liars!™ -He then went on-to .
iYpepedt what-hehad-toldiusb efore my departure for Bari.: He saidgrf
that while nothing could be accomplished, no’ ‘aggistance could "
be expeected from AFHQ, ‘he -would nonetheless be:glad to discuss .
-any specific projecks-with. us,. . He said that a partisan General 3
‘by .the name’ of Vel®bit would be coming to" Alglers within: the” e s
next two or. three weeks, &and’ that he would: be ‘2lad  to. g¥rrange: Loxt it
ug to see him,’ -He said that this partisan,t elevit,- was no more. .- G-
e communist than he: (Gaffey) or. any of .us;, as thls partlsan
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was formerly one of the great industrialists of Yugoslavia,

He then repeated his sympathy with our objectives, Mr, Classer
mentioned that we could be of some aid in the form -of funds and
gold, and Caffey had nothing to say on this. . ’

Caffey remerked that if eny plan providing for AFH( assis-
tance in any project of ours came =across his desk, he would not
approve it and that we might as well know that now. Moreover,
he stated that he had already raised this question with General -

~Maitlend-Wilson and his staff at a Commander-in-Chief meeting,

and that the General Staff had already expressed its agreement
with his views. :

Caffey then discussed the Tito military organigzation. He
said, in effect, that Tito did not have an army, that they were -
of only slight nuisence value to the Nazis, that the Wazis could
do anything they wished in Yugoslavia and take any piece of
territory they wished to take. By this oint Caffey undoubtedly
wanted to make cleer that the so-called Tito Army could be of
no assistance. He pointed out finally that the Yugoslavs are
fighting among themselves, meaning the bihailovitch-chetniks
and the Tito partisans. He said that he had 40 British liaison
officers attached to Tito and 22 such of ficers attached to
Mihailoviteh. Despite this statement of Caffey's, I was informed
the following day that orders had actually been issued for the
withdrawal of 22 British officers attached to Mihallovitch.

I can not confirm this., Caffee declared. that it was still

possible to reach Tito's headquarters only by parachute, whereas -

1 was inforged by a good authority in Bari.that a - daily.plane-

service to Yito's headquarters has recently béen installed.

77T Jemes JL Saxon .-




PUrpose. ...

p = r

Alglers, ,
CApril 1k, 1944,

MEMORANDUNM TO MR. JOHN . PEHLE, ACTING DIRECTOR, VAR
REFUGHE BOARD:

Herold Glasser and I have discussed the Balkan problem
at some length., It is our conviction that really valuable
work can probably be done in this area, but that there must
be intensive work in breparation. It seems clear to us that
vhatever is done can be accomplished only through the coopera~
tion, assistance amng instrumentality of the Partisans, It ig
our view in developing projects that the Jews and other refugees,
whether within or without the country, must not be distinguished
from the Yugoslavs themselves who are in the same status as the
refugees, and from the standpoint of getting and keeping the
agsistance of the Partisans, this principle must be continuously
borne in mind. )

e have already talked much to the Partisans on this sub-
ject. ‘e must now o fer concrete assistance without further
delay, even if this immediate assistance is unrelated to the
specific projects. I recommend that you remit funds up to
#100,000 to the Refugee Committee of the Yugoslav National
Committee at Bari, and that you also request the Secretary of
the Treasury to instruct General Devers to release gold coins
to the value of ¥50,000 for delivery to the Refugee Committee
of the Yugoslav National Committee at Bari.

In the meantime, I shall continue 4o try to work out
some solution to the shipping problem; aelthough I am not sure ..
that much could be accomplished by us on that score. - For your
part, I should appreciate it if "you would discuss with Admiral
Leahy and with the War Shipping Administration and others, ag =
appropriate, the possibility of doing -something on thie.shipping
line. .Charley Kalleck, Regional,Director,of,the Wlar Shipping
Administration here, will extend all the cooperation it dgs e
within his power to give, but it mustwbéﬁremembered_that'neither
he nor the War Shipping.Administration control shinping, "

Harold Glasser and I ars or the opihion that food and S
other supglies_shouldvbe,made directly available to. the Yugoglav ®
Hational omnittee at Bari under their"own,fulliauthority,, Vie:
have thought it might be Dossible-to: use lend. lease Tor -thig

© .- DECLASSIFED
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I go not wish to be over enthusiastic about the pros-
I do, however, wish to state that some good could be

pects.
accomplished and possibly even large results achieved.
fowever, smell or large, we shall accomplish nothing unless

we taie hold snd try to do what we can immediately.

/2

James J.

Saxon.
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REPORT TC MR. JOHEN W. PIRTE, ACTING DIRLCTOR
WaR RUFUGEE BOARD, OF A CONVERSATTOIN WITH KATCR
GLHERAL VaLEBIT, REPRESENTATTVE CF L{ARSHAL TITO
TC ALLIED I'CHCE HEAD UARTERS, AT ALGI IRS 19

_ APRIL, 191,

In the last meeting with General Calfey he stated that
General Velebit was expected shortly in Algiers, and that
Caffey would contact us in order that we might discuss the
vroblem in the Balkans, - : '

I opened the cohversation by outlining the interest of
the “oard in the Balkens, I stated that these matters had
been discussed at length with Tepresentatives of the Yugo-
slav National Committee at Bari, and that a memorandum had
been exchanged between then and mysell, and finally that they
had promised to transmit a rurther and more detalled memoran-
dum which T had not yet received. C :

General Velebit stated that he was in Bari yesterday en
route from Tito's headquarters to Algiers, and that while there
he had read the memoranda exchanged and had discussed the pPro-
blems with their Bari representatives, '

General Velebit stated that we were interested in saving
and evacuating only refugee Jews, which view was also held by
many other persons with whom I had previously spoken., - I
peinted out thiét this was not the case, which my menorandurmn
had made elear, and that we weres interested in trying to save
all people, irrespective of race .and religlon; who were:in :
danger of death from the Germans. Velebit stated that in-his
experience many Jews preferred to g0 to concentration .camps.

rather than to-accept and endure the hardships and;pr _ati9ns»i

which befell those who had joined-the Partisans.

I inquired whether theﬂPartisanS”wefé'Wiiiing”apdfable.
to develop channels of escape out of-Hungary:and Bumania,
Velebit stated that this was extremely ‘difficult -although it.

could be done.,  He gaid that such operations would require
orgénizdtions in Rumania and HungarY'Which;Wduld,be"equipped-”'
Yo handle.such projects from those ends.  He sald that the :
‘Tesistance movements in-Hungary and Rumenia were small and " -
not organizﬁddtQ"the,high:poinﬁﬁrequired,toiassure?the succesgsg~ .-

ful ‘execution ‘of such’projects, I asked Velebit whether he did - -

_ DRCLASSTETED :
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not think that the resistance movement in those two countries
would not expand and grow as & result of the German oceupa~
tion and the application of German tactics., Velebhit replied
that he considered this likely but thst there was still the
question of the time involved in the development of such or~
ganizations. In reply to my question whether the Partisans now
had contects with present resistance movements- in Hungary ang
Rumania, Velebit stated that they did have such contacts but
that they were few because of the size and organization of the
movements in those countries, a matter which, as I have men-
tioned berore, might be remedied as g result of the German
occupation. le pointed cut that there is now a Hungariap

would be possible to use these men to develop the necessary
liaison. F¥e said that if I would give him the hames of persons
to contact in Fungary and fumenia, he would put his people in
contact with them directly. I stated that T was not in a posi~
tion to do this because, as I had explained to the Tito People
in Bari, we are for all practical purposes completely dependent
upon the assistance of the Partisans in organizing and develop-~
ing the necegsary liaison.

Velebit then stated what would be involved if we decided
to take out, for instance, 500 people Trom Rumania, The sub-
stance of this turned on the need for a highly developed orgeni-
zetion which could be trusted safely and successfully to get 500
People to a designated 5pot at a designated hour, ete., at which
point they could be-picked up by the Partisans and puided
through. He said that there was simply no such -organization
today in Hungary and l"umania, and that such-an organization was
essential if their own beople and their routes were to be pro«
tected, If, as recently happened, one person; having been -
captured, turned informer, the Yugoslav Partisan guldes would
be tortured and killed,as they actually Were,'by'the‘GermanS,
He said that these routes were pragcious. secrets and must be:
protected. He pointed oui that Just today the British had
asked him to arrange for the evecuation from Huhgary of two .
British of ficers and that this would be done: through the use. . -
of a member of the Hungarian battalion and . a few Partigan - =
contacts in Rumania, He pointed out, ‘in addition, that 128 :
British and American eirmen were safely;conducted=rrom enemy: - .
territory to Italy in the month of March'throughfthe,aSSistance
of' the Yugoslav National Committee organized in-the various
croccupied: areas...-He stated- that there were: 200 - organizetions:
‘of Partisans 4in the ‘eity of Zagreb.alone.:— S e
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I asked him what assistance we could give in carrying
out this project. He said that he would have to look into
the stege of development of the resistance organization in
Hungary and Kumenia at this time, and to take up with Tito's
headquarters the use of the Hungarians and Rumanians now.
fighting in Slovenia to carry out this project. He saiqg that
he would get in touch with me further on thig point, .

He then asked whether we could do anything to evacuate
women and children from the Dalmatian Cosst who were being
annihilated and starved. He said that this is an extremely
urgent problem and that ,although the military situation is now
very tight on the Dalmation Coast, as the Germans had increaged
their forces in view of an anticipated Allied invasion, that
they could nonetheless get the people out., He salgd that the
situation was extremely critical because of the r esent tactics
of' the Germans,and that on April 16th the Germans had fellen
on a certain town, the name of which I do not remember, and
had killed 1,802 women, children and old men; had forced able-
bodied males from 14 years of age and over into the German
armed forces; and finally had marked the facesg of the young
women and ferced them to. comfort camps for the German officers
and soldiers. I &sked him what specific assistance we could
zive in this specific case. e said that they had to have
ships and supplies and that the Allies had stated they were -
unable to make available further supplies at this time, T

- polnted out that it was exactly this kind of “thing that .I had

asked Popovich to cover in & subsequent memorandum, outlining
specific needs in ships, supplies ang funds, -etc.; that as soon
as this memorandum was available we would make every effort

to secure the necegsary assistance. fle-.gaid that he would
investigate immediately what had happened. to-the promised: memo-
randum., . : e

Velebit stated that the Yugoslavs were not interested :
in large-scale evacuation. The reason for-this“is said to-be
that the Partisan Army was a popular army which required the
support of as many of the Dpeople as possible, According to-
Velebit, the Army needed the people as they were almost an.-
integral part of the Army 'in the matter of providing food,: -

-labor, and. other forms iof assistance;,'Moreoever, it g o on

—~;Velebitfs,view;ﬂanthhétioffTito;1anVelebitzstates;:thétfthey

T want to stay with the Army, . Therefore, those whon :they want
to get outzarezthe'onesvwho, because of age, - Sex or health, .~
can be of no asgigtance to the Army, and who are-actually a .. ..
-heavy-burden on thbm;11Thesg'persons are the children, young R
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women, especially those who are unmarried, the aged and the
sick., Yhe Yugoslavs are now anxious to remove as many of the
young unmarried women as possible in order to protect ‘them
from the Wazis who press all of them into service for the
physical satisfazction of the Germen officers and men,

T concluded the conversation by stating that we were
anxious to o as much as could possibly be done in the way of
finances, shipping, tood and medicsl supplies, and that the
speed with which we could aid them would depend upon the speed
with which we received detailed information on specirfic: projects.
I stated that the informetion which had been given to me at Bari
had already been trensmitted to Washington, and that in ny g
opinion authorization to bring financial help immediate y would
be forthcoming soon, but that delay might be encountered in some
of the other problems as, for instance, shipping. Velebit stated

that he would try to get the information to ne as guickly as
possible, ’

The most interesting statement made in the conference, so
far as actual possibilities of evacuating people is concerned,
was the simple ungualified statement that,despite increased
German garrisons on the Dalmatian coast in anticipation of the
invasion, the Partisans could evacuate the reople, This state-
ment is in sharp contradiction with the views of Caffey and
others of AFHQ, It is also importent to know in this connec-
tion that Velebit seems to.be & well-educated, well~informed,

contemplative person who would not ordinarily be given to rash
statements, .

//7/9”’

James J. Saxon

Algiers,
19 April, 1944,




Alglers,
April 20, 1944. |

MLCRANSUN TO NR. JOIT . PEHLE, ACTING DIRWCTOR, AR
RePFUGER BOARD: ) %

v
I have just come from & talk with Charlie Kalleck,
kegional Yirector of the “ar ®hipping »dministration.
Kalleck has jurisdiction over Italian ports occupled by
~the allies as well as North African. :

I told Kalleck of my coaversation with liajor General
Valebit and particularly of Velebit's request for a ship \ -
to move some people off the Palmation Coast as urgently \
as possible. Kalleck asked some technical guestions which l
I was not able to answer as, for instance, what ports were !
available on the Yugoslav “Yoast and other similar questionsi
I told Kalleck that I thought small bosts of the schooner i
type would be suited. I asked him whether any such boats !
were available., Kalleck sald there were, but that there i
were many demands for these boats and it was & question of |
priority. He said that it appeared to him that our claim 1
would take priority over the Allied Control Commission !
claims for the movement from large italian to the small
Italian ports, 1 said that our claim was undoubtedly
higher as in the case of evacuabion, it was a matter of
life or death. i

Kalleck said that there were more than 200 small’ - ..
: type ltalian schooners tied up on the Adriatic Coast which
i were for the most part in working order. I asked why these
had not been requisitioned. e said that the Italisn®
Government had requisitioned the ships but that it was &
question of getting physical hold of the:ships themselves
as the shipowners kept moving them in-and out of the inden-
ftations iIn the coast in order to evade reguisition., L
Kalleck said the Italian schooner owners found thelr boats
. more profitable when used for black market movement of
goods and food. Kalleck said they were getting hold-of -
these boats ag fast as possible. i\a.lleck—,ment,-ioned that it .
was possible- that he might be dble to get hold of an:
-+ :Italian -boal that could accommodate. 800.-or. 900 pedple; but - : . ) : S
it was a question of what type of boat could be used fof - - - . o : 5
the specific mission involved and how many people were . : ST
involved, and whether all of those persons who were to be . ™
“evacuated could “be congregated in-one spot.. Kalleck said-

i
¥
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that the British had advised him earlier that this parti-
cular ltalian ship waes not in good repair, but Kalleck.
sald that according to his information the ship was ©.K,

I told Kalleck that I would appreciate it if he would g0
with me to discuss the possible evacuation from the Dalma-
tian coast with Velebit who would undoubtedly be able .to
line up the project on the technical level. Ue said he
would be glad to see him at any time and I am now trying
to arrange for Kalleck and myself to see Velebit tomorrow.

All of this information from Kalleck seems to confirm
the information I obtained at Bari to the effect that the
shipping situation was not actually as tight as thosé in
certain high military cuarters for one reason or another -
claimed. <This also confirms the statement made in ny re-
port on the Bari problem that it is going to be possible
to accomplish scmething there with work, effort and coopera-
tion. '

Kalleck is extremely cooperative on all levels., e
did, however, ask me whether I thought he ought to get
clearance from %War Shipping Administration in Washington
before going ehead on these urgent projects. I told him that
in my opinion he need have no fear on this score as I had
seen in your reports record of assurances of cooperation
given by Admirsl Land to the Board. It might be well for
you to contact Land further with a view to having him issue
broad diseretionary authority to hisfield representatives
in connection with our work. *

falleck also mentioned that he thinks ‘he has been
able to find a ship to give to the Turks:in place of the one -
that we were going to make available Tor the Rumanian run.
Charlie Kalleck asked me for the facts -on-this project-but. . -
I did not heppen to know them as Ackermann’ hasg been:handling
the problem. I called Ackermann in Casablanca, where he is
investigating the Fedhala Camp, but: neither he.nor Beckelman .- -
‘apparently hed any - information. Ackerman will be back to= 77---
morrow but ‘in this connection . I-wish to mention‘that: it Seems R
that Hirschman ran.off without leaving adequate information
here for us to.deal with those aspects of this- problem which -
may- finally be .settled here, .Obviously:some: better coordina- -
~tlon must:be:worked out between-Cairo, Algiers, Beri-and - :- -
Casablanca and other places if this thing is to work smoothly.. -
Perhaps it might be advisable to establish Cairo as Ackermannls:
headquarters and let him work out of there., - “- R
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March 6, 1945

Dear Mr. Leavitt:

The 'touowl.ng Messsage for you from Herold Trobe
was received through the American Ewmbassy in Iisbon under
date of Mavrch 3, 1_945: ' :

"Beanik sdvises 102 non-Yugoslavs arrived Bari from
Topusko Pebruary 24, ' .

Very truly ydm.

Florence Hodel
Assistant Executive Director

« M. A, Leavitt, Secre

. * )
can Jewish Joint Distribution Committea,
270 Madison A o

New York 16, New York.

- /
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Secretary -of State,

Washington.

4§4, Third. “
WRB 350 JDC 193 for LEAVITT FROM HIROLD TROBE
I 14 ! - ’

4
Resnik advises 102 non-Yugoslavs arrived Bari

from Topusko February 24. ' : . : -

CROCKER




DEPAIZ’I;MENT  INCOMING "~ DIVISION OF

STATE

CENTRAL SERVICES
TELEGRAM TELEGRAPH SECTION
DIVISION OF
CENTRAL SERVICES

MOK=-934 Caserta

This telegram must b®HMAR 2 MM 10 2 .

paraphrased before being Dated.%brch 1, 1945
communicated to anyone ’
other than a Government DC/LRec'd 3:10 pei.

hgency. (PSSR LIAISON , .

gecretary of State ‘ : ST

Washington | Ggﬁi”“i égé}'@y

799, March 1, 10 pan.
FOR WA4R REFUGEE BOARD. .
~Re my 436 February 5, noons
7 101 foreign refugees formerly at fbpusko arrived

at Bari yesterday where they are now being screened by
British before being turned over to {;tergovernmental
refugee authorities in Italy. A few who were not
evacuated from Yugoslavia were obliged to rémain there
due to illness, pregnancies, Qt ceféra and are in the
split area where they are receiyingtproﬁeriéttéhtiQn.

KIRK.
HTD o




DEPARTMENT = INCOMING DIVISION OF
OF CENTRAL SERVICES i
TELEGRAM TELEGRAPH SECTION/ e

T CONTROLCOPY

RS~11569 Caszrta
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reading only by spec1nl Cﬁ“jrul 5t

arrangement. SR
\;]Bug@qd) 83129 a.m,

:§ebruary 5, 1945

I

Secretary of State

‘Washington

436, February 5, Noon ' o '
X , : ' ' E
FOR "JAR REFUGEE BOARD

R,

/ :
Randolph Churchill, who left Topusko several days’

o ¥ aéo, said this morning that there are 107 forgign Jewish

/
fugEEs at Topusko who should be gvacuated as soon ‘as

: _\:_r

(reference my 1847 of December 20, midnight)

/
hd over 1000 Yugoslavlan Jews who should remain in the

He siad that the group of 107 are fairly WEll

0ssible

¥

& lym .

;cjountry.

dff and.positively in no danger of any kind, but addsd

El
tuxt of this
bz elon

For

¢ - Hhat the group of Yuﬁoslav JEWS WETE llVlng undEr dlfll~

cult conditions. He StatEd that duE to SEVEPE WlntEP

condltlons it -would not be poss1blE to rEmovz thE 107

forEvacuation at this time. He conflrmEd that th group

of 107 are wzll clothed and shod and arE gEttlng Enough
to eat.- L ' '
KIRK
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Leceuber 28, 194

My Lecvitt:
cel Srom cecber.
wisgete Lo toume

Through Upeesl oitliob

18 Yinzucao

There iy g comuLiniiy K3t
Topusss. Jroup's evacuetion boctiot of militer
cor. Ldercticns has been velayed, " © owre et
ieavering to eriwrie Yor their eve castion,

[

"Topus«a group, .or your informetion, includes mo e
tian 1220 wnd of these ebout 630 gre Yugosieve, 100
Tiuh non-military

chlicen, and Yugesiuv nations.s
stetus number 500, Joint finsnced il sveilel
supplied. )

"Tomorrow departing for south and taese and oifHoel matbe

wiil pe pursued.

"Similer anspices, group of in 1w Yplit e
% 3 & ,

very tuuly yowrs;

J. ¥, Pehle

Exécutive D

Mr. M. A. Leavity, Secretary, .
“American Je - i o
T Distribution: Jonfiitise
© 270 Hedison Avenue, =
o Nen York 16 -New Yorx.

RDTUTY 12/28/44

181gned) 5.9, Pohle

rector::

s

15

180 being-aided,n




SEPARTMENT 4 INGOMING DIVISION OF

OF // COMMUNICATIONS -
STATE - i ELEGRAM. AND RECORDS

/
JMM=-204 - P’/L(;Z; Rome
This telegram must be - R gy
paraphrased before being Dated December 21, 1944

communicated to anyowg:
other than a Government . -

‘ﬂbe'd 5:10 pom,
Agency. -O) Sl

Secretary of State

Washington

"\
1015 DEcember 21, 2 p. m.

FOQ ROBERT PILP L FROM RIUBEX ?;Sﬂih 2

7
Yugoslav food parcels supplies and relief reaching
) / o
rd
group in Topuska throuzh special Gottlieb cormittee

Bari which DTEuEntly adequately finance Topuska hasg
community kitchen. Ivacuetion of group previousgly Je-

layed by militar considerations., /E areE now trvin~
o f)

arrange evacuation group,

For your information “sroup Topuska includes over

1200 of whom about 600 Yugoslavs, 100 ChllufEn ana -400:
Yugoslav nationals of non-mllltary utatus. All acoﬁslulﬁ
relief suppllzd by joint flnunc1ng.

LEav1nﬂ for south tomorroy DursuE thEsE and’ othEr
matteprs,

Group of 140 in Split also receiving assistance.

 similar: ayspices. . . . -

- Sent Lisbon,gprEﬂt;dth'DEpartmEﬁtfas Wo. 1015.A

KTRK
DECLASSIFIED
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-DEPARTMENT " INCOMING

OF

STATE TELEGRAM

DIVISION OF

COMMUNICATIONS'

AND RECORPS

Elppo Jesd G/

//w/f(

ALH-197Y7 ' Caserta
Distribution of
true reading only by : Dated December 20, 1944
special arrangement.
. || ) Rec'd 9:18 p.m. -
Secretary of State B
e~
s o
Washington s
= N
= IAE -
1347, December 20, midnight ?giy‘ 3
ol -
FOR WAR REFUGEE BOARD — 3= o
7z
! { Ref. Department's 424 November 25. =
’:{g‘ o hy , -
’0 8 g Colonel Huntington who has just returned from
ot .
e
122 § Slovenia and Croatias reports that there are about
O &< / .
|< 53 00 Jews at Glina of which some 200 are not Yugoslav. -
m « <t .
5 a2 : Present the air strip is unuseable but it is plan-
R @© PRSSEN .
§’$ b ed to evacuate them over land. 5 who were especially
M o . S : - - ,
; " sked for are already on the way out.’ ThEss rsfugEEs’
C o .
& a re in no danger and are better suppllsd than thE

amount of 111 will against them.

KIRK

LGPy

WMB

' By R H.Parks Datg
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State Dept” B D

Letter, 1:11. 72 :

Sep 27"1972

opulace at 1arg€, whlch has resultEd 1n ‘a certaln
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for your 5 7
offer to pursue matter vigorously. !w nall aggreciai;_
further periodic advice from you on progressg unde
either in evacuations or in supplying rellef %0-thess
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CABLE TO AMPOLAD, CASERTA, FUR KIRK FRON WAR REFUCGEE BOARD

Pleass accept Hoard's thanks for information forwarded your 1388
November 18 midnight and for your offer to pursue matter vigorously.
We will appreciate further periodic advice from you on progress rade =

either in evacuations or in supplying relief to theee people,

ll 00 Sollle R - : - . .
November. 25 1944 =
Miss Craunce or the beo'y) Abra.hamson, Ackemn;, Cohn, DuBois, Vl’i‘riedman, o

/%M Hodel, Lesser, Mannon, HcCormack, F:I.les ‘
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Please accept Board's thanks for information forwarded

your 1388 November 18 midnight and for Your offer to pirsue matter -
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vigorously. e will apprecia ’\perlodm edvice from you on proo-resa

made either in evacuations or in supplying relief to these people,
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Dear Mr. Leavitt:

In connection with your program to assist
certain refugees in Yugoslavia, I am pleased to ad-
vise you that the Board has just been informed that
a new air strip has been completed near the present
location of this group of persons. It is planned to
move the refugees near the cite of this new field and
then to evacuate them us soon as possible., In the
meantime, we are advised that these pesople are in no
immediate danger and will continue to receive supplies.

Very truly yours,
e amedl 1L Ho Mol

J. W. Pehle
Executive Drector

Mr. M. A. Leavitt,
American Jawish Joint
Distribution Committee,
270 ¥adison Avenue,

New York, N. Y.
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washington.

1463, November 22, midnight
FOR waR REFUGEE BO&RD
Reference my 1388 November 18; mignight.
055 has informed me that a new air strip hes juét
been completed near present location of this group
and it is plannéd to move them neer the sight of this
new firld~and then evacuate them as soon as possible,
In the meantime they are in no immediate danger and

will continue to be supplied, -
KIRK
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Secretary of State

Washington

1388, Hovember 18, midnight.
FOR WAR R<FUG:ZZI BOARD.  Your 381, Hoe 14, 9 p.n. .
The group under refecrence are in part zs & con=- '
trolled territory and ar:s not (rEpEat not) on possible
line of retreat of Germans, 7
ﬁalkan air forct has madeé and is making special

ef forts to keep them supplied with food and clothing.

Evacvation is extremely difficult dut to reduced numbey .
of fll:hts caused by winter wswtlsr and prlOfltJ glvsn

to sick and wounded. Some proerss 1s Dclnh made how-

H : EVEr to Evacuate gmall numbErs. Our m¢11uary authorl-»

tlEu assure me th:y,qu inino d&nocr‘from CEPH'HS.
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I haVE 1nformEQ Bar#énd w1ll purSUE thjazgatts :

LR

vigorously in ordEr to ﬂllEVlatE situation ththE un—

fortunate pEOplE as myuch as p0531blE. Sl 7" B ‘ - !
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The followving for Kirk iz from inr R Tugee Board.
Prior to Ackeruann's departure he had diecuselon with
/ / '
Offie regarilng Jews in Croatla whoee evacuation by plane
. had been srranged, Aftey 29 pereans'hadvbeen evacuated,
mevenent was delayed Ioy several reasons. Flease furnisgh
informetion as to poseibility of completlng evacuation
promptly. Kindly acquaing Mg Jor ﬁiugman ot Britiéh ¥ilitvary
‘\’."-/v/ 3 \\_"ﬂv#-_ﬂ_‘_ﬂ_’_ﬁ s
Mistrlon and Moryilld in Bari vith situation. Refugees are now
Ve
loertud at Tapasko near Karlovae. Please advise whether 13
is 1uw considered by military that this area 1s on possible
line of retreat of Gsrmans. I7 at all Teasible we consider
1% ‘mportant that evacuations be completed.
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CABLE TO AMBASSADOR KIRK, AMPOLAD, CASERTA, ITALY,

Frior to Ackermann's de .arture he had discussion with
7 Offie regarding Jews in Croatla whose evacustion by plane had beén

arranged, After 29 porsons had been evacuated, movement was delayed
for severzl reasons, Pleaso furnish Information zs to possibility '
of comcleting evacuation wromptly, Hejor Klugmsn of British M1 ilitary
Hission and Herrill in Bari should be acouainted with situation,
Refugees are now located at Topusko near Karlovac, Please advise whether
it is aov considered by wilitary that this area is on wossible line

of retrart of Germans, If at all fesgible we consider 1t lmportant

that evacuatlons be completed,

G145 pari. S
Hovember 10, 1944

Miss Chauncey (for the Secty) “brahdmson, Ackermaun, Cohn, Ju3015, Frledman,
'indel, lesser, Mannon, lcCormack; -Files
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