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June 29, 1946

- " My dear Dr. Wise: ) . '

We have Just received a report from the Board's
representatlive in Stockholm, Sweden, which eontaing
an 1tem wnioh I amssure will be of great interest
to you. He reports that on April 19, 1945, Norbert
Magur, a member of the Stockholm Mosalec community
and an official of the Swedish seetion of the
World Jswish Congreass, flew to Berlin for a nee g~
ing with Himmler on the Jewish questlion. Our rep=.
resentative gstates fa direct result of this contact
was the release of & few thoueand from Havensbruck"
and that "contrary to reports, Count Bernadett was
in no way involved in the negotiations for the re-
lease of these people.*

Releese to the public of any atories on-these
negotiations 1s, of course, not permissible at ‘the
cresent time. However, I wanted you. 1o have. the
informetion and I am aure you will regard it as ex-
tremely confidential. : -

%ith kindest personal regards..

31ncefelywi6ufsi“

~ William O'Dwyer

Dr. Stephen 8. ¥Wise, President,
 World Jewish Congress, - e
1834 Broadway, - .
New York 23, New York. .

W%:vi - 6/ 29/457
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Secretary of 3tate, LIAISON _tho/u
Washington, (9

e GONTROL SOPY

FOR DEPARTMENT AMND ZJRB

SupplEmEnting our 1547, ipril 25, 8 p.i., WE are
informed that approximately 3000 women have now arrived
in S@Eden from the coﬂésntrqtion camp at RaVEnsbrchk;v
of which number a2bout 1200 cre Jewesses., WE ore alsd
informed that approximately 3000 additional women from
Ravensbrueck have reached ﬁ%nmnrk ond ere expected in
Sweden by this week end.

/

/ . -
Approximately fifty Norwegian Jews from-oa. concentra<

/
tion camp in Norway arrived today.

JOHNSON. .~

S ithe
FoT se L'l!'lty I’eas()nr »
o (4
text Qf (3 nis T eSSa’e must

pe- ¢Losely Vuarded'

- SN L DECLASSHﬁED

A State Dept Letter, 1< gEP 2 7 1972
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Rectds 4324 Delle

Sccretary of State,

Washingtone

1635, WMay 2, - 4 Pele
our 1476 of April 20, 6 pem. Wade TeTERence €5 500
Danish-chs insteaq of 5,000 as stated in Departmentts
774, Lpril 27, 3 pene Informed local sources indicate
that 425 have acbually arrived here to date and that this
group compriscs the living remainder of approximately
525 originally deportcd from Denmark, the balance having

died in concentration compse

‘JOHNSON

RB

: DECLASSHHED
State Dept Letter, 1:11.72 -

b v SEF 27 1972







DEPARTMENT @ OUTGOING _DIVISION OF
) : “NTRAL SERVICES
STATE TELEGRAM IE I
, P E Avral 27, 15R-EGRAPH SECEON
el vtlon of true g, L /R
t only by svecinl’ 7 vem, M/M @a,.__ 4.
¢, () o S

L noarg, @ ' AC:}&‘L”?@

wone o CONTROLGOPY

UTGCKHOLE
774

Rg( your 1447 April 19 ond 1478 aApril 20.

Departoent questions stated nationality of the re_uo:-i:ed
— 5,000 Jowlel errivels in bweden in vview of informetion
rueelved previously thot of 8,000 Jews Lormerly in denunark,
comprised of 6,000 native Jews and 2,000 refugees, 1,000
hed been deported to the east and 5-6,000 hzd eecoped to .
wueden thus leaving only 1-2,000 m Gernen concentretion
calps.

Yiease claprify ss (o character of this group.

GREW
(Lcting)

(i

VRS:MIVIKG o moE
4/26/46 i

DECLASSIFIED -~
8Btate. Dept. Letter, 1:11.72 5 ="

e 'By:R.'H:"PE;ng,Dgte SEP Z;(
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~Secretary of Statd, gg%?? . @F%fi
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UL/D i
% L__MME';ON UFFty
1547, April 25, 8 p.m. (SECTION-'ONE OF THO)

N

OR DEPARTMENT -ND WAR REFUGEE BOARD

Supplementing‘my 1235, of Anril 8, 8 p,m., and my
PRi=N Fowsonlivecn
N ey a{.i, /‘x‘fc"‘» 107(4“/
Norbert Masur of looal Zosalcs o for Samtingen 7

——

1186 of March 28, 8 p.m.

and official of the Swedigmh section of the World Jewish

Congress proceeded to Berlin on Thursday afternoon with -
Kersten for a discussion with Himmler on the Jewish”
problem. The trip was without incidenf'qnd théy were,
met in Berlin by Himmler's a551stant Schellenberg. ”he*'
uyoroceeded 40 Kersten! s esoaue aporoxinately 80 km
outside of -Berlin and were 301neq there bv Himmler at :
ﬁnproximQtely 2:30 a. m, - th quCUQSlOH lasted until :
- approximately 5 a.m., on brldoy ﬁt vhlch ulme Himmler,r;;,, L ’ l "
left. nccordlng to Masur Hﬂmmler apaoared 1n ton lorﬁ 7 g . ' ER ey

in reswlendent unlform and d1 scussed bhe JF‘Wlsh proble s

in a'Iormﬁlly pleasant and ﬂatter 01,-act manner. Uﬂsur” e

stﬁted hls posltion as nrcv1ously “wdo clear to Kersten

BRI _ - DECLASSIFIED

State Dept. ‘Letter, 1, :
K fmd Schellenberg,
By R H. Parke Date étﬁzz 7 1972 o ; !
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~2-:#1547, April 25, 8 p.m., (SECTION ONE OF TWO)
from Stockholm
and Schellenberg; that he had no official status, had no
avthority to promise anything qnd wa.s simply a private
-Jew expressing the fears of all his people for the ultimate
fate of the Jews remaining in Germany. .

Himmler reviewed the historical development of
nntl—Semltlsm in Europe and particularly the efforts of
his party to remove the Jewish problem from the Reich,

He reminded Masur that he himself (HYimmler) had pressed
the poliey of removing Jews from Germany without violence
and that he in 1935 had formed an organlzation to‘foster
the migration of Jews out of Germany. Hc spoke with
congiderable length and bitterness of the extent to

which theknilies had propagandized Ggrmqn atrocities{A

He mentioned specifically Polan@fandigqséiawf,WithArespect
to Poland Himmler stated that"dfrocity”stbrieé cdnéérning
crematoria were vicious propaganda since uhe crematorid"

wverc.the only ‘means the Gorman ﬁuthorltlos oould copo

with rapidly spre%dlng tJDQd“’CDldemlG.‘ He WAS:. partlculaﬁh

bittor ooncerning Alliod Dronagandﬂ durlng the past “fey
dqys on the concentration owmps at Bergnn Bblsen anc
Buchunwwld He poxnted out1 hat‘thoso +vo camos and

thelr 1nmates nad been 1eft 1nuqct to t p*lles ﬂt

hlS own command and that wll he was petting in: return'

was Allled




~3~i71547, April 25, 8 pim., (SECTION ONE OF TWO)
from Stockholm

was Allied horror stories,

Masur raised with Himmler the following major pointg:

One. Thet Jews should remain in tholir present camp
and that they should not be subjccted %o the further
vhysical deterioration of being mdved from place'to nlace,

Two. That permission would be granted to evacuate |
Jevs to neutral countries whencver possible.

Three. That the most humane care possible be

given the Jews until the camps fell into Allied hands.

JOHNSON
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1547, ALpril 25, 8 pems, (SECTION TWO)

Himmler and Schellenberg stated thet there ﬁad bPEEN
about 50;000 JEWs 1n BErgen-Belsen and 6,000 in Buchenwald.
They scid there were an cdditional 20,000 in Mouthousen
Beilinz, 20,000 Jewesses in Ravensbrueck and about '
25,000 Jews in the Resienstadt. In addition there were
severel smaller concentration camps in southern Germany
and around Innsbrucl,

Himmler made the following specific promises:

One+ The JEws interned in Jorwﬂ ( bout 50) would
be released 1mmEdchE1J and EscortEd to the Swsdlsh
border. '

TWO. 1,000 JEWlSh womeEn in Ravznsbrusck would bE
released ;nmEdlﬂtely and pErm1ttEQ to comE to SWEdEn. e
According to lutest 1nform(t10n thESE womEn “rE 1n fﬂct—v

'bElng trcnsportsd through DEnerk by lorrles of thE
SWEdlsh Red Cros ond ﬂrE EXpEctEd to arrlvs tomorrow.:
: —,»Thrs;. aGErta}n—

Bt Dt Lo 11178

"'By R. H Parks Date SEP 2 7 1972 i,«:
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2, #1547, Lpril 25, 8 pem., (SECTION TWO), from Stockholm.

Three. Certain lists of Duteh Jews in the Resienstadt
would Dbe released but there appears to be no hope of
gevacuating them. - 7 =

Pour. Himmler gove only a half promise thet there
would be no further evgeuvation of Jews from conp to campe

Five. Red Cross organizations were promised free
acceEss to comps for delivery of foéd and medicalisupplies.

Six. o Jews would be shote

Himmler emphasized in the stronge st possible terms
thet no publicity should be given to the confErEncé and
thet cbsolute secrecy must surround his libsratién of
any Jews. He referred to them 21l os "Poles" apparEﬁtly
mindful of his promise to Hitler thot he would not releast
any more JEWSe

Masur gove an interesting dESéription of Berlin =--
which he called a frightfully ruined qndrdquréiﬁy.‘vHE
was particularly imprESSEﬂ by thE'hlmost'ébmplétE'dbsénce

’of solulsfé. ALll-roads WErE conﬁsstsd WIZh rEfagEEs -
nany who had been waklng for thrEE wzsks from EPStETn
Germany. . HE also Sﬂw 5 long pr005331on of prlsoners
being movad from OrﬁnlEnburg. Throughout his EntlrE
visit blllEd planzs werE rocring ovrrhE”d Wlthout a shotf:
being fired at thzm.r : - V

END VESSLGE.

- JOHNSOW
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PA;'&/‘:&RFSEJ OF TEILEERA Ei:CE,_I’IED’

FROM: ARERICAN LEGATION, STOCKHOLM
10 Secretery of Htate, dashington
DATED: - . ALril 20, 1945

s 4mo ﬁun Ti‘i@[ EUP f

The followlng neanage 1s for HB an the Deoartment,
Addltlonal chees revesle there i:gé) Norwerlan Jews

in group wentloned in .y 1447 Of the nineteenth of A, ril,

This group is made up oF Danse ond are in surorislngly good condition

sesordlng to renort, by Bwedeg
Resulte of negotistlons ars teing treated/to date

&8 entirely secret and res:rdj ng arrivel of thils groun the owndes

are auppressing all preas comment,

JOHNSON

Du/L s MLG l'“
4~21-45 T ¢

E DECLASSI'FIED o
State Dept: Letter, 1 11 72 .

By R. H. P&rks Date__S,EE 2 7 ]972
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Rec'd 10:17 a .,

Secretary of State,

’?‘ 4 b -,,5 "‘f Lo
Washington, gﬁé}iﬂ i
| iz % &

1447, Lpril 19, 1 p.m,
X

FOR DEPLRT:IZ#T AND WRB,
Aapproximately 5,000 Danish and Norwegian Jews
arrivéd in Malmo yesterday from GErmany and are being
sent to an cspecially arranged Swedish internment camp,
So far as is known this group cowprises virtuvally all
Danish and Norwegian Jews in GErman concentration camps 459'
and their release is a consequence of: cErtq1n spEclal
negotiations conducted by Count_gEfpadottE durrng thE ﬂb&#f
past several weeks, i ' —1 '_f iy aﬁ'bﬁ
The Swedish Foreign OfflcE is. EndEavorlng to seéurs éfﬁ?ﬁ{
the release of Horwegian JEws 1n7Gr1n1 ,undEr thE Same

guarantees of special internment'ih”SwEdEn; SR S ‘ i

RR -

- DECL AGQII‘IED 7
State Dept Lettel, 1 11-72°-

SEP 27 1972

T By R. H Parks Date
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AILEGALION LAkt @ ) hs.g-
g%} 5
L40UKLOLL hAEn

674

Lhe following for Johnmon 1g L.RY 3B0. "
Reference your no. 1235 of .npril cont‘ 1nin1, n
Lesgnye from Hillel Storch to the 1orl§ Jerdish (,‘oeresﬁeo -
The Upr Refugee ..ocrd is not (repert not) delivering

thin neascge to the Lorlé Jeuvish Congress in viey dr the

“tote Depcrtments opinlon ik 1t would be umrice to (o

80,

URUILWVIRG NOE
“4/11/48 7 RS

" DECLASSIFIED . "
State Dept Letter 1:11:99"

By R. H Parks DateiE_P.z 7 1972




CABLE TG MINIuTw: JOHNSON, BTOUKHOLM, FRUM DEPARTNENT AND WAR
K FUGKLE BQ{E.RD :

Refearense yaur No. 1238 of April 3 contsining a message
from Hillal 3téroh to the World Jewlsh Congress. The kap
Refugee Board is not (repest not) delivering this nmessage %o
the Yorld Jewish Congress in view of the %tate Department's

ovinton that it would be unwlse %o do 30,

THIS IS WRB STOCKHIM RO, 350







PARAPHRASE OF TELEGRAN REQEIVAED
FROM; Amerioan Legation, Stocitholm *
T0; Segretary of State, %?Eshington

= CONTRL gy

You are requested to advise War Refugee Hoard of the ‘foilowing;ir

.fou are referred again to my Ko, 1238 dated April 3, Advice to
the effsct that it does 0ot plan to deliver Storch telegrem to London
representative of Jorla Jewish Oongress has been given to the British Legation

at Ytockholm by the British Foreign 0frige,

JOHKBON

DC/L:GTH

4~10=45

. DECLASSIvED Gl
© - Bate Dopt. Lottey, 117,75

Cmy R H.Pirko Duts_SEP 271972 [
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The follos: ing for Johnson ¢nd Ulsen from Department end

Wer Refugee Boerd is UHE 344, and refers to your numbers 1186 of
X N -

Hareh 28 snd 1236 of Appil 3.

Report forwarded in your 1186 greatly apprecisted.

Depertméhf'and Board approve theVéoﬁﬁiﬁﬁégiagm;}uﬁzggggglona
designed solely (revest solely) to srﬁe the lives of Jewn ond
otner victine of enemy oppresslon by nesns of relief supnlier or
evecurtion o aufety, However, suwen diccuselons sliould be
severed 1mmed1ateiy if, in the opinion of Ninlster Johneon, they
beeons politiccl in neture. 7

Board rnd Department lesve entirely to*oiscretion of Ninister
Johnson the question of continuing the 1nd1rect (reveat inuirect)

contrets plrecdy mede and the question or torch'p ;_,Oil’)g to L’erlin

f‘Sf[‘ET'i'II-I]fHVS_' e

| DECLASsFIS R
S ata Dept Letter, 1:11:79 =

y ByR. H.Parks DateSEP 2( 71972



CALE B¢ HINISWHR JOIDISON AND OLSE:,
FRON DITAGE OF AR GAR HOFUGE. BOARD

STOCKHOLY, SWADNN,

Report forwardsé in your Mo, 1L86 of Uarch 28 grostly -
preel-ted,

Venartnent and Foard aporove the continustion of dlscussinsug
desiened solely (repeat. solely) to save tho lives of Jews and other
victing of enemy ovvression by means of relief supplics or evacuation
to safety, However, such discussions should be severed imsedintely
if, in the opinion of Minister Johnson, they become wolltiesl 'in natira,

Board and Departmont leave sntirely to dlseretion of Hinluter
Jolrison the question of e~~tinuing the indirect (repeat indirect) con-
tacts alrendy made, epspbnent-and TOENE U5 MUY {rorent-notiapprove

sorehta.going-bo--Nerlin. but. bhor . 16,00 6bleeblom-ta=H s 2

andwapprepriaﬁaﬂin“th,“ppihtan“odﬁthezLegat&@nwz

N\,

. e
T . - " L A
ead FE et | x

< N [ B 12,4 £

J )
THIS I3 WRB STCCK:CLi: WC. 344 h
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Copy for the War Refugee Board.
S———, . oz s

‘

No. 5356 - Stookholm, April 3, 1945
>(.

Subject: Keorsten~idmmler Dlaoussions,

The Honorable

The Seoretary of State,
Yashington,

Sir:

Supplementing my osble No. 1186 of Hareh 28, 8 p.m.,, el
I have the honor to emcloge the following photootatic )
copies and translations of doouments relsting to the
Kergten-Himuler discussions:

1. letter dated March 21, 1945, from idmmlor
o Zerpten, ,

Lo Letter dsted ¥Mavon 21, 1945, from Brandt
to Xersten.

- 2+ Iotter dated Uarch 21, 1945, Trom BPomat 0 —
~ to Xersten,

Sumnary from Uniocn of Orthodox Rabbie of
the United Statem of fmexien and Conada,
Hontreux, fSwitzerlaand,

5. letter dated Mareh 24, 1945, from Kersten
to Storeh, : R

6. Hemorandum of queations presented to-r‘{imle;- =
by Xerstem, ) ; I

It is respsctfully requested that copies of the mbove
meterial be made svailable to the War Katngee Boerd, - -

Reepectfully yours,

-.!fe*'r@ﬁe’f?fgléhﬁla&? TR T e ’** . o
Flle Ho, a43 o

ICO:met

In original to-the Departmeégg L Lﬁij gé
One copy to the War Refuge8 Boara "' = 7

_ DECLASSIFTED . -
State Dept. Letter, 1-11+7%

ByR H ParksDate_._S_EE 271972 8

S




Enclosure No, 1 to Despstch No, 5356 dated April 3, 1945,
from tue smerican legation at Stockholn, Bweden,

THE Mi'mﬁm LEAVERE OF THE 88 '
(1, Berldin 8% I, Hareh 21, 1945
2rince Albort Sircet 8

Field Command Post
Deer;‘,ir.k‘;eratén,

Hrot of all, plsvee eccapt with these lines ny i
thanks for your visit., 7This time 28 alwuys I hsve been &
£lad when you came snd with old Lriendalip plseed your
great medical skill at ny dispossl,

During the long years of cur acqualntanceship
we have indeed discugsed nany problems, and your attitude
wag always that of the phyeician who, remote from all
politica, desires the good of the individusl humsn being
and of hvmsnity as a whole, R

You will be interested to know that during the

courge of the pnst three months I have brought ahout the

realization of an idea which we onmpe disousged. Noughly

29700 Jewish men, women and children wore taken to Switzoy- :
—- land in two tyains, Thig 18, in effect ~the—oontimation— )

of the policy which my collaborators an I heve consistently

puraued for meny yesre uatil the war and the rosulting folly

in the world made it impossible to oar: it out. You know,

of couree, that I in the gﬁera 1936, =37, =38, =39 and =40,

in collaboration with Jewish dmerican sesociations orented

an emigration organizstion whiok funetioned very fraitfully,

The two traing whioh travelled inte Switzerland are the

intentional yegumption, deapite all difficultles, of thig

Truitful procedure, '

From & prisonera® camp at Bergen-Belsen there
maenu{ came the ramor that a typhus epidemic of larger
proportions had brokem out, 1 immediately sent the

3 , glenist of the S8, Dr. Hrgrowsiki, there with his staff.

' It was a question of cages in the camp of apotted typhus f
which unfortunately acours very frequently smwong people from
the Hmet, but the cases are o be regarded as under control
thanks 10 the beet wedical and modern methods, o

Aommmag ot D4VE the conviction that, by eltminating . L
ngam and wuperficialities, despite all differences : : . L
and in spite of most bloody wounds on all sides, wisdom and
logic must prevail, and at the same tize the humsn heart

and the apirit of hq;pfulmu.j e e
It goes without saying that I, just as I have done
throughout all t‘ns_,past yenrs in good times and ,badgehall Rk :




-2 - Stockholn/Despaton Ko. 5356
Encelosure No., 1

&la examine requeste whioh you tranemit op communieaté
to gg.y in tho humanitariagn ephere, and, whonsver it 19 at
all poasibla, shall decide theny generously,

With my hearty greetings 1o your respected, dear
wife, to your ochildren, ang especially to you, ’

With old a‘btachmant,

Your
(signed) n. Himmler




Enelosure Ho, 2 to Deppatoh Mo, 5356 dated

4prll 3, 1945,
from the imerican Legation at 5S¢

o ikholn, Sweden,

HATTONAL LEADFR OF HE 88 :
Poraonsl Coungellor (1) ggi%ég 2§bé%% gﬁigg{aé' 1945
fira/i Fleld Command Post
Hedioal Counsellor Felix Keraten

~lartzwalde” Fetete.

Vory respected, dear it Kergte n,

degerding the meworendunm which you have
I shonld like to apgure you that the various
&re being favorably studied ag ordered by the Hational
Leader of the 88, 4 dofinite positive reply is, in view
of the sbort time available before your deperture, une
fortunately no longer possible., I shall asee to 1t thai
the procesaing of the different points 1s cerricd out ns
- quiekly ae 1s ab all poselble. I ghall inform you nt onee
- 0f whatever deeisions are reached affer pregemtation by
the Hational Leader of the
- Hearty greatings,
Alwsys your ,
(signed R, Branas
S-Standard Leader

Sivon
requests

ing,

44
CkF g

(( 3841 )

Fleld Command Pogt
Hatlonal Isador of the S8




Enologure Ne., 3 to Despotoh Ho. 5356 dated April 3, 1945,
from the American Legation at $tookholm, Sweden,

HATTON.AL LEADER OF THE 58 o | |
; \ (1) Berlin SV 11, Haxeh 2y 1045
Personal Coungallor Prince Albert Strect e' v

Bra/H ' . -
Pleld Command Pogt

Hedical Counsellor Pelix Kersten
“laxtzwalde” istate,

vorthy and desr 4r, L e r g t o Tiy

I can give you the very welcome news that the
Natlonal leader of the 55 intends to fulfill tho reguestis
which you expressed a few Aay8 BEO.
As goon as the Normeglan painter, heidsr Aulie,
the Princess Jean Sapieha and the Countesa Ernest Fleurieu,
a8 woell as the two Swodiah gubjects Heinrich and Alexsnder
Bondy are free you will be informad.
1 hope that you will not become impatient as s ——
regult of the brief delasys caused Ly the temporary situse :
tion. I shell keop an eye on the settlement of this cace
which ig being harried along,
At tho same tiwe T can inform you that the queg-
tion of ur. Theodor Steltser is being worked out with the
parpose of obtaining for him & pardon soon,
' With friendly greetings, o
Yours vory sincerely,

(signed) R, Branag
B3-Standard Leader

(( BEAL )

- Flold Gommand Post - - oo =
Hationel Leadar of fthe 58 L




Lncleooure Ho. 4 to Despateh No. 5356 dated Aprll 3, 1945,
from the /meriecsn Legation at Stockholm, Swoden.

URIOH OF ORTHODOX «AHBIS OF THE DWITED STPATES OF AAEEICA AHD CANADA
Hontreux, Switzerland

Eurcpean Executive
Council
Chatwman: J, Jternbuch

SUKMARY

1. Letter from Bundeapresident won Stelger of February 20
in whioh he expresses hisg groat satisfasction of the suceensful
undertakinga, .

2. Radlo=-coble contalning extracts from the Hew Yori Posgt,
Week=ind ¥,¥., New York Timew, degeribing the arrival of
1,200 Jews and thelr excellent cendition,

. 3. The most importaent papers - New York Times, Hew York
Sun, World Telegram, St., Lowig Star, Detroit News, Chicago
o - - Heway ete. -arey in addition to %—hcemmricanﬁmadcaaﬁﬁg~~ff'—~»—x
system, bringing newe about the negotiations with Hingaler,
the mass meetings in New York with thousands applanding with
the urgent preyer for further efforts, Simllsr resoclubions
in other towng of the V.54,

4. The americsn papers publish the names of the liberaeted
pereons who have been ssved thvough the Vesd Haszalsh (Union
of Orthodox Rabbis), and state that fusther irensports can
be sxpected every wesk, that Hlmmler aentionad that 700,000
Jews were still in Gexrmany, and that Switzerluad 16 prepared
1o receive them, : FR T ettt S

. S5¢ (&) In an officiamd statement, ilssued on February 8. in

E the Hew York 1imes, the negotiations with Hmaler are roferved
to and the paper declarss thet Iundesrat Hapy represents the .-
Exgoutive Couneil of the Unlon of Orthodox Habbis of the » - .
United Staten, that the condition of the 1,200 persons wee
excellent, and thet similar articles in other big imerican o -
pepers will follow, 3 S L

[ L S PN

(b) Vead Hasgalah Imexgency Comai ttoe's Relief Comuittee
with the leading Rabbis Eotler snd Ralmanowits c¢able that the -
information about the 1,200 peracng who have béen saved has
mﬂea,g;’eat : impreasionzirgmerma. Sl Lo

(e) Copy of a letter from Hr. Sternbuch 4o Bundesrot
kasy. Hews sbout the 1,200 persons iz carried in mors than - .

: Lo i 1.0009&981’3 i
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1,000 papers in iseriea, Clippings will be gent., Paople
will sltemately be pent from other campp ~ firsi from
Borgen-Beleen a Poliah group of about 200 peraons, then
Lithusntens from Lendsberg, then men and women Teon
Auswitz, ‘

6. Cable from Hew York of ¥ebruary 12 urging further _
tranaporta.

7o  Article regarding Goodmen,




Inclosure lo, 5 to Despatch Ho, 5356 dmted April 3, 1045,
from the imerican Legation st Stockholm, Sweden. } :

PELIX KERSLEN ' PR,
liedical Advicor Stockholm, Mareh 24, 1945

Limmegaten 8
67 34 13

Hr, Hlel Stoprch
Furusundagatan 10

Steckholn

lear Mr, b 0 v e b,

¥ith refersnce Lo the negotiations of March 3
this year between us and Hr, Ottokar von Enleriem before
I left for Germany, I beg to nend you & phort report on
the results of my various convorsations with the Relohge
filbrer $¢ Himmler, i

You asked me o lot of quostions in the eourase of
ouxr conversation, and in o memorsndwg you wished to make
clear the sane pointe to Hr, Eﬁmlg;j.

After having dlscugssed esch of these things with
the Reichefiibroy 58 Himaler, he has avranged n Pfavorable
investigation which you will have seen in the Jetier of
Haroh 21, 1945 addrossed %o no from big Adjutent Brandt,
which letter I gave to you, I will let you know as scon
as I know enything further sbout the definite resolutions,
A% this time shout 350,000 Jews are eupposed to be. living.
in Germsmy., I have not disoussoed the guestion concoralg
the eventunl liberation of the 8,000 Jows to Sweden who .are
in posseseion of Palostine visas because this was not IR
mentioned in your memorandum, 4 result in thie matier mEy L
be favorable if the Swedish Zovernment would unfertake the
necesgary stops, I will pereonally do what 1 enn and will =
alsu assiet in this matter, SR ' SERR

Apart from the last resolution an which we will
have to wait, I belileve that on socount of the Witeranses - - .
nade by Mr. Hasler, I oan s&y the following, = '

The dlstribution of food parsels gent by you to SLe -
the various csmps, in cages whore the _addresaces are not S R
to be found, will ba glven to othor members of the eanpss . S PR
thus these pareels will reach Jewlsh mombors of the camps.
Hr, lHimmler wag eapecially interested to Jmow that the - .
Jews arrived in Switgerland hed stated this, I also belidve

| that
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that sending of medicines would be permiited. I have
partieularly wnd very eloborately congldered with

dr, Hiomler the question of plecing Jows in egpecinlly
arranged canpa, end have met o great understanding,
These eventual emaps should gradually come under countrol
of the Red Crose and thug the treatment and fewding of
thege people would be left to the Fed Cross. i

4 new lavestigation will look into tie matter
of releasing certain groupe of Jews *o Switzorlend or
Sweden, I have dlscussed with v, Himaler the liet of
single persone I received, snd I do hope that I will aocon =
be able %Yo give you & favorable reply, At ihe mame tiume Y
I wish to draw your sttention 1o the foot thet you youy-
g0l munt srrenge the eventual trangport, : '

Coneerning the trentment of Jews in Cemps, I Lo
ligve that there ic a yprospeet of sutisfaciory luprovemsnt,
In my presence the Nelchsfihrer gave some orders in this
respect sud I have peen the writien speeiel ordey gaying
that crueltics and the killing of Jews are forbidden.
Besides, he hap elaimed that aanlitary conditions should
be put under s permanent control. T¢ what extent these
meagures will work out I can not give you any guaranty,
you will understend., Herr Himnler han cslled together all
the leaders of Jewish camps for a meeting on March 24 in ,
‘order to give them now instructions how to treat ike dJews o
in a humen wey, TFrom now on each lesder of o comp will be
made reaponwible Tor the death of any Jewa, snd has to
report exactly about the cause of deuth., <%he aveniual ro-
lief of Jews, as well as the above mentioned Improvenents
in their tresitment, will be stopped the moment these
heagures are publighod in the world press ond ave t0ld ss
an exauple of the weakness of Gormeny. v

it should not be neceseary for me o point oud

that negotistions of this kind which I have had with:
Hr, Hinuler, beeause of the very delicate meteriel, and = -
beeauge of the many atrong centradictories in Germeny it-
gelf, and, not lsast, bocouse of the eventual possible . o
utilisation of the material as propaganda, have hed Lo be
dealt with with the utmont caution end under the strongest,
diseretion, The positive sacomplisiment of thess resolutions
aay be dependent on various clroumstences over which we ean -
not have smy influernge. But one thing is cevdain, that sll . -
our efforts are condemned to failure 1f they are not handled.
with the utmost discretion. It is also certain, howover, = o
that through the negotiations we have geined time, whieh - o SR
can be of the grestest importance as you will underateng - R S
on the basis of your personal remsons, B T S b S MU

-1 wigh to assure you that I am willing to completely. ' S0
sgerifice mygelf for thoge unfortunatesag I bave done already, DR
for exmuple, for the seven Swedish englneers, as well ag for .. - S
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Jewish Frounds, which wag not without fear for solf,

However, I conmider it to bo my morzl duty to help

where I cun, snd 8o far gp I ean afford 1%, At lapt I

wish to inform you that, the Relchofihrar &5 Mmaler, an ,
ageount of o propossl from ney is prepared e -dlsounp T e
these questioas with you personally., Without having

gubni tted thig proposal for you, I could not go into the

aatter and wonld ask Jou 1o inform ne sbout yaur point

of view in order that T can undertake the negossnry ateps,

e sum up, I may say that each of your PrOnosals
has found caonmplebe uinderatanding by ur, Himaler, and will :
be workad oul imdividuall e and that certain improvensnts
will be undertaken, and that op the part of the Holohg-
fiihroy of 58 a readinesns to negotiate an these questions
exlate, and, when poseldle, to solve the problens,

Vory clnae rely yours,

{(ailgned] Pelix Kaygbon




6. Ave there Baltic Jewe in Germany?

Enclogure o, 6 to Despatoh No. 5356 dated April 3, 1545,
from the American Legation at Stockholm, Swoder, . ‘

MEMORANDUH

1. PFood pack s Hecently mbout 40,000 packages each
contamﬁéjm%gmms have been sent from Sweden. In
this comneetion difficulties have voourred for two reasons:

a) Histakes in the name tags of the vaoupent g
of the warious concentration canss,

b) The Anglo-imericans refuse to porait farther
shipments in larger amounts becouge the reprecentas.
tives of the Red Cross have no menns of controlling
the distribution,

It should be pointed out that aceording to reporty
from the latest group of 2,700 persons who have baon releasod
and who have reached Switaerland, the paskages, in so far as
could be asgertained, reached the addressceg, . :

It la requested:

1) 7Thaet permission be received for the distribution
to take place through members of the Swedieh hed

" Croes, aud ) T T
2) In so far es possible, that lists (be provided)
of the nanes oy mumbers of the oceupants of the
individual camps as well as whers their location is.

2. IT ragreasntativea of the Swedish Rod Cross ave given
the possibility to vieit the camps and to control the diga
tribution, assurance is nade that supplies o the camps of

food end clothes, ete. will be much expandods

3 The freeing of the Jews from the concentration camp
Bergen~Bslsen, noar Hamnover, The Swedish Government is L
negotinting on this point. It concerns about 3,000 people
who have South Americen passports, ' TR ’

Support in this matter is requested,

5  Vhere ave the Rorwegian Jewg?

Te A};z;raiimata 1niemtien'een¢emiﬁg V'bhé pmsm’é‘ miahér .
amem%xmw?, o R ST e
' 8. Humber of -




8.
Ge
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ngber of Jews in Thoresienstadb?

Whorc are the othey camps and whet is ihe number of

ogoupants in the individusl cempg?

10,

The freeing for travel t0 Sweden of'the following T T e

individunls ie requested:

11,

1) Rabbli Samuel from Oslo.
2) Dr, Hobert Stricker, Themaienatadt.

3} Ellesor Grunbeum, who a few wonihs sgo wag in
the concentratlon caup Jewlsgowice, in Upper Silesia.
Fopelble information concerning his whereaboutbs,

4) . Dr. (of medicing) Herrmann Idelsohn fronm Rige,
previously entirely free beenuss of specisl service
rondersd during the evacuation of #ga, brought ie
Germany. Poselble informetion concerning his presont
whereabouts, - ’

Request is sgein mnde for the fresing of larger groupe

of Jews. Thelr internment until the end of the war undsy
the control and gusrentee of the Swodish atate can be PrOw

) ,yd.defd,r if this be abeolutely emsential. )

Julive Hann, end wife, Theresiensbadt
Rathangetragwe., 29







To: ¥Mrs. Klotz
From: Miss Hodel

I am sure that Secretary Morgenthau

will be interested in seeing the attéched cable

which has Just been received from Sweden.

418 l )LL4441£ P

F' 43;!}". ’ 7 2
il o
St o

FH:rh  4/2/46
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Wo paraphrase

necessary. (.. Dated

Rec'd

Secretary of State,

tiashington.

1235, .pril 3, 8 Pl
X

With reference my 1186 cf iiarch

Kersten and Himmler matter, Hillel St

delivered to

Jewish Co

Jewish Cengress wishes

ngress., The British Legatio

the folleowing message te be

DIVISION OF
VENTRAL SERVICES
TELEGRAPH SECTION

olm
april 3, 1945

8:30 p.m.

DEPARTMENT OF STATE

28, 8 pem, recarding

creh of Local ‘lerld

ise, Goldmann and Tartakcver cf ‘Jorld

11 has recegivad -

a similar messagg to be traugmitted to Lindon, oand

Dritish LEratlcn has forwardea it to

Office wi

proposed

—shouldc—bheE-

thceut recommendation as. to v
deliveréd. Accordingly a p

Messane is heErewith quétEdﬁt

Britlsh Foreizn
thher mEsqa E
aravhruse \f

o DEr rtmEnt

witheut comment ExcEpt that wsjdrefnét'in,q “031t10n

tO*ccnfir

h11 18 Elf t
-to nqu

rEjarding

ii-that SWEdish'?qréiﬂthffiE

~are urzing that Storch ~o to JErllﬂ.

E’andacounthErnadqttEA”

"”’VE confzrrea with D btor LerstEn who rEprESEntsi—

o bE HlmmlErﬂs “erQtE aoruor'and who ig said- -

rEat 1nf1uEnCE w1th ﬂlmm¢Er.'

rElEasEVand cgssaulongmurQE

uettEr

T am negotiating -

rs ohd perrission

R DECLASSIFIED .
State Dept, Letter, 1z 13- 72

ByR H

Parks DateSEP 2 7 1972 o




=2~ #1235, April 3, 8 p.m.; Troem Stockholm

better treatment, On March 23 Kersten returned from,
Berlin with letter from Himmler and related that Himmler
pPromised t5 consider our Gegires sympath!-:tically; »lso
prevared release about ten thousand Jews to Sweden or
Switzerlands I am invited together with Kersten to
proceed te CGermany for negotiations with Himmisr and
have been promissd free conduct, Swedigh Poreisn Office

decided permit entrance of the 10,000 Jews also assistance

with transpeort, SwEdlsh Foreign OfflcE finds my JOW’nEy
important Count BEpnadottE who today departed Derlin

to negetiate concerning internead five thousand Danish
eizht thousand ﬁorWEgians will also necetia fE regcarding

cur question but he also considsrad,l’must definitely

30 Berlin. Kersten QE“l”fEd hE su _osss 1mw15r ﬂishEs'

procure alibi., This must be trEatEd Uith ”fE“tE“E sEcrEcy
becouse Himmler declared Jf thls pk ars 1n prEss'"nq

is interpreted as,wEakuEssvon~ art GEfm JJ hE Ulll T t liats

SEnqlﬁﬂ you . these lELtEPS tnloan:A £
CqblE urrEntly our -opinig n“

Snuuld Bhere" be any ﬁubstgnce to th?f&lltﬁtd'promise

of HlnmlEr to rElEaSE 10 OOO JEWS, LEVV ibn has fEcElVE(';;," T

conflrm tlon from ForElon Oiflcz t1 u ‘E SwEdlsh

G VErnmEnt will: do Evcrvtning ’:thig',




-3~ #1235, Lpril 3, 8 p.nle, from Stockholm

sroup to Sweden,

Storch has alsc requested that the fellowing
supplemental message bE delivered to the Liorld Jewvish
-CongressS.,

"Have after careful consideratisn with Professcr
chrenpreis in erder gain time answered Kersten that T om
prevared t~ 7o Berlin with him simultaneously requested

him do all in order that promises regarding better

treatment Jews will be kepts Poreign Office acvises
thet Swedish Gevernment is prepared t: render all peossible
assigtance so that number of Jews to beE received will
no?’bE curtailed, unfortunately, however, the transprrt

queEstion is very difficult".

JOHNSON







MAR 31 1945

Deag Dr. Goldmann:

Through the American Embassy, London, Dr.
Zelmanovits, who has just returned to London from a
misslon to Sweden, has requested that the following
information be transmitted %o you:

Negotiations are oontinulng for the release
of Jews. It is contemplated that the question of
compensation in the form of blankets and clothing
for bombed out German oiviliams might srige. No
detalls concerning such a propoeal are available. )
Dr. Zelmanovite suggeets that, should suochapre- -
posal be agreed %o, use might be made of clothing
permitted to go to Bergenbelsen for Jewish in-
ternees. B8Swedlsh cireles expect detsiled offer
in the near future. Dr. Zelmanovits further re-
ports that Count Bernadotte succeeded in obtaining
German approval for the estsblishment near Weimer
of a special camp for Dsnish and Horweglan civiliam
internees. The oamp will be under the proteotion :
of the Swedish Red Cross. Swedish busses delivering
medicines and food are stated to be operating in -

 Germany slding Danish and Norweglan interness.
Dr. Zelmanowits suggests that a proposal bs made

4 to Geramany, through the neutral governments and.

i : the International Red Croes, stating that the -
Swedish Government or the Swedish Red (Cross would
be willing to cooperate in a similar plan designed
to help Jews. ' Dr. Zelmanowits is of the opinion
that Swedish busses in Geramany could be made
available and he suggests that the areas near
Lubeck and the Swiss frontier be dezignated for.
Swedish protsoted Jewish camps, He also agks -
that ‘the establishment of Jewish areas under the

. -protestion of the Swedish or Internaticnal Red
Cross be taken -into consideration during any




—o. e

negotlations with BHAEF regarding the exclusion
of oertain places from bombing.

For your information, the foregoing message

was also sent on from London to Dr. Reigner in Geneva. .
I am sure you will regard the message as strlietly con- :
fidentisl, .

Very truly yours,

6P
(s1gned) W111187 07Dyl

Willliam O'Dwyer
Exeout ive Direotor

Dr, Nahum Goldmann,
World Jewish Congress,
1834 Broadway,

New York 23, N. Y,

FH:hd - 3/30/46




- DEPA%EMENT. " INCOMING * DIVISION OF ,
, o CENTRAL SERVICES =
STATE TELEGRAM TELEGRAPH SECTION — = -

/ R /;7 i
: Ll S ‘
LFG-43 London e
| Distribution of true - s f
reading only be special Dated iiarch 28, 1945 |
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Qy& L Rec'd 11:28 pam. :
5§§\ Secretary of State, R
Jashington. et : . ’
R 14 2 B l | 72 | |
3207, March 28, & v.m. LYY ] i
< % ‘ { |
FOR WRB : : ‘

i
- L . qalmanov1ts of World Jewish Congrcss London has

recently returned from mission to Sweden regarding rcscue
/
neasurcs, He reports that negotiations arc continuing

for thc release of Jews; that there might arise the

question of compensation by delivering blankets and

) , .
clothing to bombed ‘out German. civilian ponulation;

and that so far details as to’ﬂmount of-clothing Are:

_not available. He states:tha ;such 010uh1ng dellverv

might bo regarded”ﬂ qvancod rnllof to Gcrnen civilien -

£

Uopulatlon clqlmlng thrt A111os v1ll heve: to. take qare

of such )ooulatlon ther occuuqulon o| Germanj. Heﬁ
svggpsus that should Alllos “grbu Gé Ucn compensatlon

'Uas permlttod o

use. could Dartly be’ mﬁde of olothlng Uhlc'

to go o Borgun B >lsen for'dow1sn'lnacrnuoq;' He aads

that Swodlsh 01rcles exoccu ‘dets 110@ Offbr regﬂrdln

coma nsatﬂon

DECLASS]FIED <
Dept Letter, 1-11- 72

. SEP 2'1 1972
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comacnsation in near futurc.

Zclmanovits states further that Count Bé;nadotte.
succeeded in obtaining German approval for establishment
near UYeimar of special camn for Danish and Norwegian
c1v111wn internees under protection and administration
Swudlsn Red Cross which delivcers medicine and food and
that Swedish buses and personnel are already operating
in Germany concentrating =% camp Danish and Norwegilan '

civilian internees from allparts of Germany.--He requests . ___

that similar proposal regarding Jows should be made

imnediately to Germany through noutral governments and
Intereross stating that Swodish Governmont and Swedish

Red Cross are willing to cooporate in the plan. He beclicvee
that Swedish buses in Germany could be mﬂdo availﬂblo

~nd suggests thqt “two areas, one- nocr Lubeck and one

near the Swigs frontier, should be d051fnﬁtcd for

Swoedish protected Jew1sh camps, - Ho as&s thot the 7
ostqbllshment of Jéw1sh protectlon ereas under nrotectlon

of Swodlsh or. Intercross he- uakcn 1nto con51deration'
i

. during orobable negotistions by SHAEF regarding

oyclu31on of certwin places’ from bomblng.r

’ Aclman0V1ts requests that oubstance of fbrégoiné';

;be;trahsmitﬁeﬂ'to':—"‘-
- DECLASSIFIED -~
State Dept Letter, 1°11-725¢

B.Y R H Palkﬂ Date SEP 2' (7 ]972
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' |
/5be transmitted to Nahum Goldmann of World Jewish Congress,

New York City.

i

Foregoing message repeated fo Bern for information

e e T

of r.m”B““I«ESEf resents

B

ive.and.ef-Gerard Riegnor 37 Qual

ilson Geneva World Jewish Congress represensative,
’-"-—’___’_____‘.—-——« T e i TR s

TTINANT
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No paraphrase ) S e .
NECESSAry. ‘ Dated March 28, 1945 ;
: Rec'd 9:12 a.ns, 20th.
Secretary of State, BUNT . o
Washington. ' Ral_ BUPY
US URGENT

1186, March 28, 8 p.u.,.
X *

As reported in our 876 of March Z'noon to
Department (No. 129 for Var Refugee Board) Felix Kersten
went to Berlin in early March to render certain medical
attention to Himmler. Prior to his deparbure certain
individuals here provided him with the memorandum of
guestions to be raised concerning the statqs of Jews in’
Germany.. These questions includEd thE’following pointsy

(o) Assurances that food packages to JEws in
GeErman concentration camps WETE actually fEuChlnF
destination; 7

(B) Permission to have Puuurs dlstrlbutlon of food
packages from SWEdEn to bE SUyEPVlSEd bJ Swsdlsh REa -
Crossy 7 7 7 :

{C) Number of JEWS rEoEntly 1n GErmanr, brokEn

,down by numbEr ﬂnd locqtlon of Ea:h ca mp,and data as.td

thE natlonalluy of such Juuh

(D)fQuEstlon e k
- . DECLASSIFIED. ST
- - Statg, Dept. Letter, 1-11:72- -5 -

" By & vk etsBEP 27 19
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(D) Question of eight various categories of Jews, .
such as those with South American passports (presently -
under negotiation by Swedish Government )

(E) General question of freeing larger groups of
Jews against appropriate guarantzzs*of transportation
and support. W L

Kersten has no# returned to Stockholm ard has
presented a rather incredible account of his discussions
with Himmler which are presented below without comment,

He stated that at present there are about 350,000
JEws in Germany. He added that 8,000 of them have
Palestine visas and probably would be released if Swediish
Government took appropriate stEps in thE matters HE.
states that Himmler expressedia most synoathstlc 1ntErEst )

in Jewish problems, mEntlonlng SpEClIlellj thE fo1low1n

(A) Himmler was Esp501ally 1ntErEstEd to knov that

the 2,700 Jews arrived in Sw1tzsrland and nbELhE 'thlsf5
group had commentEd fwvorab1y upon thE dEl-very of food
peckﬂgss, : '

(B) Hlmmlzr was rECEDthL to thE 1dea of Dlacvng
Jews -in spEclally arrangsd REd Cross canps hﬂth thE

admlnlsnratlon completsly undEr thE Jurlsdnctlon of thE

REd Cross

";(c:), i
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(C) Himmler called a meeting of all Jewish camp
administrators for March 24 in order to give strict
orders for the improved treatment of Jews hereafter,

This wlll include the instruction that each camp leader
hereafter will be held strictly accountable for the 7
death of any Jew in his canmp and will be required to fiiE
a full report of circumstances underlying any such death.
Kersten added that, in his presence, Himmler dictated
certain orders concerning the necessity of ilmproved
sanitary conditions in Jewish concentration canps;

(D) Hirmler expressed a willingness to receive at -
once a speclal emissary from Sweden to discuss wiﬁh
hin personally the Jewish problen. IhiSNWaé'adﬁihota
-with particular reference to a stntlEss JEw of IﬂtV?an
origin (Storch, local rEvaSEntatlvs of uorld JEw1sh
Congress) who has been Legdtion's 1ntErmEd1er 1n sevsrul
contacts of similar nature; and 7

(E) Emphésis was placed-on the ﬁnforfunatelrééﬁl+s f
in case these dlscu331ons WETE used by~ thE A{ilEa ‘as’
Dropagands to portray GErhan wsakness.‘ It wns addEu that

bEeause of the dEchaﬁE nature of ﬂlE dlSCuSSlOHS as: WEll

as rathEr wsll known nlxed fEEllngs 1n GErn nJ: 'th PESpECt’Vﬁ

to. Jews, the Entle nottEr most ngEntlj must bE handltd

CWiith thE .
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with the greatest discretion,

Kersten has made available two Extraordinavy
documents, - The first, on official 38 stationery ang
purportedly signed by Himmler, reads as follows in
~translation:

"Dear Mr Kersten, First of all please accEpﬁ vith
these lines my thanks for your visit. fhig time, as
always, T have been glad when you came and with old
friendship placed your grsatrmedical skill at my disposal.

During the long years of our acquaintanceship we
have indeed discussead hany problems and your attitude was
always that of the physician who, remote from all politics,
desires the good of the 1ndlvkdua1 hunan OElnb and of
humanity as a wholg, -

You will be interested to- know that durlnb ths ‘Gourse
of the past thrEE months T have broucht ahalt tﬂE rEalL-'
zation of an lQE“ M1lch WE once’ dlscusssd. Rough1v 2 700
Jewish men, women and chlldren werz tahzn to Sw1tzgrland
in two tra 1ns. This isg in ELfEGt thE contlnuatloh of thE
policy which my collabor tors and L H]VE COHSlStEUtlJ

' pursuEd for manyryearu until ﬂns wa.r ami UJE resultlng

folly in the world mads it 1mp0531bln +to’ carry 1t out.,“ ;f"

You know, of courss, Lhut I 1n ths ye PS' 1936 '57;;'j:;2

se, and~ 140,

K




¢ ' .
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139, and '40, in collaboration with Jewish Amerlcan
assocliations, created an emlgration organizétion which
functloned very fruitfully. The two trains which
traveled into Switzerland are the intentional rEsunptlon,
despite all difficulties, of th 1s fruitful procedurt.

From & prisoners camp at BErgen Belsen there
pecently came the rumor that a ty phus Epidsmic of 1arg;r
proportions had broken outs I immEdiatEly sent the
hygienist of the SR, Dr. Mrugrowski, there with kis
staff. It was a question ol cases in the camp of spotted
typhus which unfortunately occurs VEIY frEquEntly among
people from the East, but the cases are to be regarded as
under control, thanks %o the Dbest medical and modern
methods .

I have the conviction that by Ellﬁlhatln“
demogogism and supErflClLlltlES, dEsp1tE all d:ffcrznoas
and in spltE of nost bloody woundﬂ on all SldES, \1sdom
and loglc must prEvall qnd ‘at ﬁ1E same tlms thz human

heart and. the spirit of uElpiulnESS. f:;,,

It goES without sqylng that ust as I havr donE

Lr&ughout all thE past years 1n g)od tlmes ﬂna bad l
sthl gladly ExamlnE rEquEsts whloh you.transmln ox:
communlcnt to e 1n ﬂlE humﬂnltarlan sphErE,and,-

WI’lEl’lEVEI‘

o
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whenever it is at all possible, shall decide them B
geEnerously.
With my hearty greetings to your respected dear wife,
to your children and especially to you, with old attach-
ment, your (signed) He Himmler."
The second, also on 38 Headquarters statlionery and
signed by Himmlerts adjutant, R. Brandt, reads in part
(in translation) as follows:
Morthy and Dear Mr Kersten, I can glve you the
very welcomg news that the Reichfuhrer-SS intends to
fulfill the requests which you expressed a fEw days
ago." |
I am forwarding photostatic’ COplES of thE QOCUNEntS
in question under sEecret dEspatch. ThE quEstlon of con-
tinuing indirect contaots of” thls nnturE 1s onE rsgﬂrdlnm
which I, as hErEtoforE, would ﬂpprEclatE urgEnt 1nstruc— 
tions lrom the DEpﬂrtnEnt and wﬂr REfugEE Board 51noE E

Olsen and I are in agrEEmEnt thqt uuch ﬂlscu351ons qrE',

not WLtnout dﬂngel.' In uhE past thE prlnclpal mErlt of

thESE dlSCuSSanS has bEEn fhr tlmE galnlng chtur but

“the tEmpo ofvthE=w T us wzll as’ thE lEVEl to whlchzthls

approach has reached suggest Stronglv tnat q ba51c pollcy

and'approprigtafinstructioﬁb are. now most urcent. ThErE e
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o

is also the question of whether Storch shculd be permltte

to go to Berlin, We are of the opinion baged on our
ALl

ks A s

personal knowledge of Storch's capablilities that it would

T A
ey ST

6?‘555?13;321 for him to go unless accompaniéd by q'{§§§
£I§§E£Mhéﬁf551”£h;£§ugﬁly conversant with these problens |
who could dominate the discussioné; This is apart from
the over-all question of whether any such discussions

should be held at all,

JOHNSON







PARAFARA i OF TELLUAAH HLOLLVED

FROKS Anerioan Legation, HBern,
108 Searet-ry of Hinte, Woshington
DATEDS Msreh 22, 19458
NUMBYRS 1727
ME URGENT

HeClallend sender the following for C'Ouyer, :wR3, and the
Depariment, )

i refar hsrowith to the Legation's teleurems of Haveh 6
and Mareh 21, Non. 1481 and 1688% resgpeeiively.

it hee wafortunniely not besn posaible for me to report
sooner on results of rogant dlsoussions with Gerasn authorliies
by ICHC President Burekhardt, bacause of illnesa.

Burgkherdt firat mat with Kaltenbrunner of 560 on Meren 12
in the Vorarlberg roglon between Swies border and Innshruck., A
peracnsl letter waz sent by Himmler atssing that he was praventsd
by military dutise from being present and delegating to Keltesi-
Bruaner full powear. : v ‘

On Mereh 13 conversations were gontinued 1in Kreuzlingsn,
Jultzerland, with Zaltenbrannsr pilus Berber, Dirsetor of Forslign
Folitios) Instituie of Poreign Ministry, end ¥indeoke of Gorman
FD, and on Moréh 14 with Derber slone in Zurioh. - For some
sonthe now Sarber hae been in Switzerland sand sppears to be one
of Ribbentrop's spesisl ogntact men. .. - R :

The msin concession obtalned from 85, se Burckhardi explained
the matters, is peralsslon for delegates of ICRG to be . : o
atatloned 1n nll major csmps for both "Sohutrhmeftlinge® (i)
and PO¥E to ocupsrviase personally distritutions of velief. 55
leid down one gondition which was that suoh repressntatives of
ICRC no% oirculate partiowlarly back and forth to Switzerisnd.
but that they remeidn in these samps until the end of the war. .
Since gertaln nusbers of 88 ‘are Being worked 1n ¥er Industries,
this Xos:rxetlon is presumedly on She grounds of military . = -
sgourityl = S G

On the Zlat of Nareh, Burokherds of IGRO reported to as -
that the choloce of appropriste delegeties for thede camp posts

- 7 DECLASSIFIED: .~ = ="
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waa balng aotively pursued by the sonmittes, and they will De
deapatohed ars rapidly as possibls inte ﬂermany,

Thers e willingness on the pars of V& to allow delliveries
of rellef of all typas by truok or other means of ransport 1o
SH irrespective of nationality or rase. 1t wEa Peguested by
38 that sany such rallef distribution should be gonducted dig-
ore=tly, espeolelly any rélief given %o werehing columis aleng
the rosde, In visw of difficulties of food supply situation
for the Garaans themselves,

¥ith. rospeet to evacuation of BH, finsl deteiled suthori-
tetlon eovering speoific perscne whom ICRCE will ve peraltied

Lo eveouate has not been ubtalned froa Barlin as yet, zlthough -

ths 3 sgreed in orinoipls to ellow Lhe exit of womai, ouildren,
olderly end 1l people irrespestive of rollglon or paos. s
answer ic expeoted by IURC by the 26th or 27th of Msraoh.

It wao suggonted by Ourckhardt of IONG that, in view of
danger of approsohing front, inmates of women's goncentrstion
oamp of Ravensbrusck be smohg tho first evacuated. Thig
oamp is located on the main highwey to Neusntrelits Approxinstely
70 kilometers north of Berlin snd dontaine at lesst 30,000
gaaez of prinoipally Hungarian (Jewian), Polish, Horweglan,

elgian
and it 1s desfinitely one of the bad eumps.

It was atated by the Germans that transportation for eny
sush evaoustlons would not be cupplied by thea. CUonsecuently,
it 19 plstned by ICHC to utilize raturalng POK rellef trucks,
although this will be s QAiffiocult and insdeguate method of
effeoting evaoustion, espeoislly peracns . who sre All, -

The use by ICRG for evaoudasré!'pgreolrshlya returning
from Luebeok to Goteborg was not favored by the Gerssns who

stated that these waters were thiokly mined and that they dia

not wvish to be held rasponsible for sinking any ships lozded’
wlth-evaousan, . AL ) :

The possibility of sending sanitary blocked train ‘to - -
Rovensbruesk from Switzerland Af and when final suthorizetion
for the evsoustion of this oamp 1e given by the Geramna, ia -
8till being dlscussed with the Swisa suthorities by,IGRb, -
slthough the Swiss are Loth reluotant to release sush trans~

POrt equipment end doubt that train @ould get through under =
the present ohaotio atate et,Gcragn,ragquadg;yb;ch*ggoihegnggfr

aonstantly bombed, -

Creoh, Dutoh, French, Ruseian and othor nationalities,
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#ith reepost to the question of evnauation of 5H dn
genersl en ntiompt was vade by Kaltenbrunner to greats the
impreselon that U9 hed really been only an exsoutive organ
throughout the pac¢t years of mass arrests snd depoyrtetion of
odvikiane to Jermany from ocoupliad gdountries and- 43 would bLe
willing %o allow ussless SH O leave Gapmany now that food
and housing situatlon was groving Aiffloult within Geraany.

1t avpears that Burekherdt of IOHG is wOrRiig on some
apeeisl aoheme for evecusticn of ¥rensh 5H wuo are o be .
exghanged for Jernsn oiviliene held by the Frenoh (I undepetand
mainly Baltle OGermene tmken in slsade raglon by Lhe Frenon).
It is reported that ¥renoh authorities sre prepared to furnish
100 trueks to grrry out tnle plen.

Ag goon a8 information regarding identity of firet fraupe
of 4H whose evaouation will se permitted by the Gamens is )
obtalned from ICRO, X will renort to Y8 promptly,

In summing up, War Refuges Bosrd ocan coniribute to this
double rellef and evecuation program most affectively by (1)
obtaining as many tiree nnd trusks sp poreible, end () organize
ing =nd plasing intou operstion mechsmisn for evagunting from
dwitzerland suoh “H groups who may arprive here snd who sre none
repatriable in Furope for ihe tias belng. :

HARBIZOKR

DC/Ls IDBIAN
3R5-45 ‘







HMarch 15, 1945
TOHTGOING , _DIVISION OF
Peme  CENTRAL SERVICES

TELEGRAPH SECTION

DEPARTMEbmtrlbut lon
OF recding only

STATE arrangemnont. (MEEEGR A v

Dl i

LG ACLON X "
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LTOCRITOLI LIAISON
.1:(39 :
me Tolloving for Jobneon rn? Cleen fron depertient rnd
Uer tefupee Noard.
Nefergnee your no. A76 of Lrrew 7, 1948, Deporénont rad

oryl epprociste receldving tale rewort onu reouvest thet you con~

tinue to oxplore ble cltucilon oG cdvice of elgnilicent levelop-
aentc. 1y 1s wnderstood thet Cleoen vill De puided by weps tion
with reg et o meetings vitn ony ﬂerconn cuch o2 I'rlsz Desce.
oy your informahion teCleliond ne cuvieed Dourptient cad
OePd thiet Durekbeordt of Intercross le nov in Gertarny %0 discuse
cucovlon of wrclief o ungselndleted osercons ond cvuestion of

rolegee ond removed of phyoleclly unfit Trom Cermany. in this

connection -..(,x,.Lo!J.. nd furthoer cdivises:
UG Cn lipeeh & 102G ues o1 f‘icially'inmrme(z. 'uy shie

uoverrr'ent of C}err;pm st mx?' UO‘}'G("YI’ mm; no'- r‘[\re,ud uO uhe c*;iiz'

Trot verngny of elderly peonls, voren: -n“ cxll:;
evirection or nctionr‘litwa

u:.:surirtéi ro Lok borern.f" it if"nu‘s eleﬂr hig qher Lu -

Jeue ¢non, thc e le of. erczx ne ulomh‘uy. 7 pronigse
1 -

1ie by uuro!mewdt vth{-_u 3 r‘i]l try t;o c.ncwe tae™ rele.r
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£

ee well within sny netionsdl proun 17 the Gernrne Ceslyre o
1imls the evecuses Lo sertrdn netionrlitiler, for yecnonp viiich

cro not elepr. ULRUCTE

SR TLL IV
(erw)

CURBIEUVIKG . ' Wow MR
3/14/46 ‘ : o



CALLE TQ JOHMRLON &HD OL: LK s w2 OCKHOLM, FREGH DEPARTA:

T AND AR 1 EFUGEE BOAKD

Reference your No, 876 of March 7, 1945, Departument nnd Board ayrreclate
recelving this rerort and request that you continue to explore the eltuation
and advise of significant developmentie., It is undersatead that Oleen will be
gulded by Legation with respect to meetinga_s with eny persons such ap Frits - B
Hesse, 7

For your informstion MeClellasnd har adviged Repaxrtncnt and Board that
Burckhardt of Intereroes ie now in Germany to disouse question of relicf to
unacsimilated persone and quesgtion of rclemce and rewoval of p}wuic:.\a.ly unfit
from Germany. In thic connection HeClellend furth: r advisess

"On March 3 ICEC wae officlally informed by the Government of

Germany thet that Covernwment now agreed to the exit from Germuny of

slderly people, vomen and children, of Nordie extraction or n=tionali-

tier, and of French nationality, who were uneulied as lnborers, It

is not clear whether the Nazis include Jews among the people of French

nationality, A promies ves moade me by Imrckhardt thet he will try to

secure the release of Jewe ns woell wiihin any nationsl group if the

Germene desgire to 1imit the evacuces to cerinin nationallties, for
reazgone which are not clear,"

THIS IS WRB STOCKHOLM NO. 330

2115 vam.
Merch 13, 1945

Miss Chauncey (for the Sec'y), /iwmim, o, 'lr)(iBovis,, VC@étg@f,;Hon;'
., VicCormack, O'Dwyer, Tiles. R R ERa

A

FHihd. 3/12/45
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Y PARAPHRASE OF TLLEGRAM RECEIVED
FROM American Legation, Bern '
TO: Seoretary of State, washington
DaTeD:t Karech 8, 19456
NUKBERS 1481
~

y
The following message from ﬁcCleLland for ﬁRB ang the
Depariment is transmitted. ] :
Flesse refer to cable from tiie Department dated Febraary
23 No, 81Y and cable from the Legetion dated Harch 2 ko. L1345,
It was revealsd by a conversrtion on March 6 with
Burekhardt of ICRC that Himmler has now made xnown his willing~-
ﬁese to meet on March 10, 11 or 12 with Burckhardt. Therefore,
aceompanled by Bachmenn, his ocersonsl secretary, Burckhargt
will definitely leave on ¥arch 8th or Sth for Germany. These
conversations ‘'willl be wlth the 33 exclusively, ehlefly
Kaltenbrunner and Himaler himself. Statement was made by the 5
intermedisry who extended the 53 1nv1tstion that he had Deen
dirscted to ikform Burckhardt that Hitler'himself'might oe“
present gt a part of ths discussiona, the Funrer 8 health
permitting. ) ) it g
The foregoing peragraph iz for the strlotly conrldential '
1nfarmation of WRB. snd the Department. : )
It is the plan of Surekherdt:to raise thp ontire question
of relief to all eafgéggigggggg-chutznaetflinge aad to prisonera

of war, regardless ot their religien, race or nat onallty.,'

K
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Egpecially there was brought up the relesss and rsmovael of
vhysically unfit people. )

On ¥arch 3 ICRC was officlally informed in this connegtlon
by the Government of Germanyrthat that Goiernment nov agreed to
the exit from Germany of elderly people, women :znd children;
of Nordiec extirsction or nétionalitles, and of French natlonsllty,
" who were unsulted s laborers¢ It 18 not clear whether the
Nazlas include Jews anong the peoule of Fraunch nationallt&.

- A promise was made me by Hurckherdt thet he will try to secure
the releaas of Jews ez well within any natlonal group if the
Germans desire to limit the evscuses to certein natlionalltles,
for reasons wvhich are noi clesr. 7

Twenty-five trucks with fuel end prieoners of ‘war parcels
left Bwitzerland for Germany on the 7th of March according to
the plan reported in our message No. 1345. Permlssiop for the
entry of as many trucks as ICRG wishes for ?riSOhers of ﬁaf,?
relief has now been granted by the &arnens OR%. Whéthéf'this .
suthorization 1lncludes trucks carryinE Pelief to JehuhzhaeftLingeii
is not elesr. Cn this point Burckhardt. wlll mﬂke an effort '
to obtaln favorablp declslon. ' 
, At the present. time the number of trucks notantially ,

available 1n letzerland to. I0RC (*) program for Pow not to 7
‘mention Sohutzhaetflinge, and also would be insufficlenh 1r theprl

Nazis agreed to allow the removal of any censiderable number of ;:v'

‘Schutzhaeftlinge from Germany. ICRG has 1n all 50 Canadia : :'
trucks of only three “tonsa- capaeity, &nd 48 United 5tates truckatzi}

of from seven to eight*tons—capaclty. B




4 - u - )

I underetand that BHAEF. nhae now agreed to furnish fuel, not
for transport rellef to unassimilated groupa but only ror trans-
porting relief to prisoners of War; you might desire to texe up
with the Wer Department this mstter, )

There 1s a8 posslbllity that we may be confronted suddenly
with & major technical snd transport problem if the Germans
sgree to release a large number of Sohutzh&eftlinge (who might
concelvably asmount to several tens of thouaands) following the
negotiations of Burckhardt. Under present conditlons 1% is
most unllkely that the 3wise will be able op willing to send
railway trains to Germany to get such evacuees, or that the

Germens will be able or willing to transport them to the 3Swiss
border. '

At the present time I am working on the problem of trans-
porting our 60,000 WASB parcels to unassimileted groups in
Germany through the ICKC Division of Special Assisiance and
through private Swiss trucklng eoﬁoerns; LIt Llres oan be

furnished from the outside, or at the Very least their
replacement within & short and definite time limit can be
gusranteed, there s a slight poaslbility of Becurlng five to o
eight wood~burn1ng trucks. An averagevof,ten heavyrduty tires £
and tvo spares per truck must be—éstiﬁéted; - o

#1lth referenoe to the entry or new and larger groups of .
refugses IuRb was assured by von bteiger President of Gonfederation
that to the 1imit of 1te poasibilities Switzerland in principle,

- would admit such groupe. ‘

HABRISON

(*) Apparent omisaion-veritieation requested. r‘—*'kjii‘?“7%ffif}f1*f

- DG/LiLCyu: HEH 3/10/45
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Sccrctary of State,

vashington,

876, larch 7, MNoon (SZECTION ON%E 01" TJO)
On the basis of staterents made by ceortain

important Germens with whom Olscn has indirect con-

toct, a recal possibilit7 appeoars to cxist that within

Bt U s
the ncxt two woeks _or so the Corm“ns may mﬂko a

fantastlc offer with rospoct to'TCNS in Cermun cop—

contr tlon camps. This offcr ig nﬁthlng 1css than tho

11berﬂt10n of all such Jew cxccpt thosc on “'oc 1n

o

vital War eflort From threo sepurate Gcrm n sources

here Olsen has been 1nfor1oc thdt Lhe Germans are

ssaere

laying groundwork ‘to provo-that ;hcrwho;esale

of Jews had not boen ﬂr?iod'ouf'B%Vghc{Géfnéhé'but

by cfiminal eleméﬁts in Lhe occupled countrles tnm
'_éelves.v In order'to emphu31ze thls p01nt 1c appocrs

thgt accordlng to strtGMans made to: Olsen, tho

German authorltles are preparlng to takc t p051tlon—

- _..that - they are no not 1nterosted 1n keeplnr tho Jows 1n

DECLASSIFIED
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—2—-876 March 7, Noon (SECTION ONE OF Ti/0) from Stockholm.

German concentration camps any longer, that in fact it

has been a nulsance required for security reasons, and
—_—

that they are prepared’to release them and permlt them

-

to leave Germany 1f some neutral organlzatlon such as the

Swedlsh Red Cross w1ll DrOVIde +he necessary. tra sportatlon.

The follow1n5 are Olsen's sources of information:

Ones Dr. erstner, German masseur living in Stoclkholm
—_—t

and Tirst heard of when he joined Himmler during hié'stay

in Helsinki. He has attended Himmler for several years
and is not considered pro=lazi in local circles. Ke:stner
states that ever since last Octoker there has beeh con-
siderable dispute within the German High Command as to the
policy to be followed with respect to Jews, 7The severe
attitude of General Daluge, Himmler's right-hand man,
seemed to prevail, but Kerstner states that Daluge has now
become entirely incapacitated as a syphilitic.andAparalytic
and haerbeen confined to a sanatoriﬁm.',Befefexieavinge
for Berlin this week, he stated flaﬁlj th&tftherGermane‘
are now willing to release-the Jews. Hefmade refefeﬁce
to severe frlctlon between Hlmmler and Rlboentroa and

. dWmmlerls efforts to remove the 1atter lrom a]l 1nl1veht1
posts,. Te also reported groat controvers between Hﬂ“'er,l
and Himmler but that the 1atter remalns'comeleuely~ﬂnee;

\ devoutly subservient to Hitler, even- though ql*ler, :

,accordlng




~3~:4876, March 7, Noon (SECTION ONE OF TWO).from Stockholin,

according to Kerstner, is at present a sericus mental case,

Two. Fritz Hesse, said to be an influential member

of the German Foreign Office who recently arrived here

et e A e P A

I
from Berlin and has permission to stay until Thursday,
Shortly after his arrival he made connection with Olseh's
intermedliary in previous discussions with the Germans on
Jewish problems, and asked him to come over énd tall

with him at the Grand Hotel,

JOHNSON
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THIS I8 OuUL 1:0, 129 TOR W.It REFUGEL BO..D
Hesse stated that his sincority and rceliability
could be confirmed by an intcrnationally knéwn
Jew nancd Froderick Kuh, who, ho said, was in
Lopdon. He then madc the categorical statement
that thc German authoritics arc presarcd to rcloasc
the Jows provided a basis can bc found of working
out all rclated problems.  He cvaded dquestions as to
what the Germans would be likely to ask 1n futurn,
but the definite improssion was guLnod that Hossc

was also intoercsted in czplorlng wwr pOllElCS.V

| Hosso also inguired whether a Mbbtlrﬁ could hQ
e e P - -
arranged with Qlscn, bhubt add k'that Lu wou1d communi-'
NihS A e i

cato fﬁrthgf'on'thab point 1atur.rj_;f

Throce Dr. Klaus,,SEopkholm rcgréécﬂtdtiﬁéfof'

Dr. Kleist, who has beﬂn contactod froquc"tWy lD “the.

past on these matters. Klqus gtuEbS that Klolst,

known

. DECLASSH‘IED
" State Dept. Lotter, BEFE T

B R L Pk e § 27 :197.25




-2-#876, March 7, noon, (SECTION TVWO0) from Stockholm

known to bc an intimate of Himmlcrfs) will return
to Stockholm from Berlin in a fow da?s. He gtates
that Klcist has completed his discussions with the
Gorman authorities and that the prospccts arc strong
that the Germans will agrece to the rcleoasc of all
(repeat all) Jews in Gorman concontration camps ¢
Klaus cmphasizes that the basis of roioaso will“not
be similar to that whereby ccrtéin Jews roc¢Atly
arrived in Switzerland from Borgen Bclscn, which
Klaus describes as nothing more than a ransom pro-
position, Klaus statcs that @léist's negotiations
with tho-Gcrman authoritics have been oxclusively
on a humanitarian basis, but he is unable or un-
willing to elaboratc [Turther,

Olsen considers that thore is a peculiar pattcrﬁ
of similarity in tho fofogoing diééuééions and that
sométhing rathcr substantial‘ﬁay,bo‘brbﬁiﬁgg Hé is
cxploring the situation caféfﬁlly;gnd WQuld,appféciato;gvi

FEN

comments or suggestions fror the War Refugee Board,

.

L These discussions- and -tho names of individuals =
involved have been brought to “tho attontion-of ©
‘Engzell of ‘the Swodish Foreigh Office who is- rathor

optimistic of the prospect of those nogotiatisns |

“resulting




=3=#876, March 7, noon, (SECTION TWO) from Stockholm

resulting in at least a fow thousand Jews boing
brought to safety in Swoedon,

(END OF MESSAGE)

JOHNSON
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porephrased before being Dated November 4, 1944 )
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othEr than a GoveErnment. - Recla 5 25 Dem,
Agency. (WEEMREE-0) ‘ } ’ /F\ e
Secretery of State, ' [
A ’ :
Washington, ' - :
|
7339, November 4, 3 p.m,
Y ? / ? p
FOR WRB FROM MCCLELLARD
o, Departyent'g 3436, Oztober o and 3509, October 23,

Many thanks for tr-ee two wires, Interesting
R -y
informetion contained in them concerning Nazi negotiations
in Sweden has been most valuable and revealing.

- - ;
Saly Mayer's negotistions last reported on in -

=

Egetion's 6619, October 5, have agéinrrtéchsd a.

ceritical and difficult stage w1th arrlval in Sw1uZE“lahd
. ‘ ”
" on- fovember 1., of dElEgctlon con81st1nn of KaSanEPDlElle R '

PR

and two SS men, Although 1t w1ll bE 1m00581b1E

ané¢ dluff much longEr thls may efford an opporuunl;
dLlVE home-to MNazis ti: LntVltcblE fatE which “U&le?thE?
as. fEsult of theirp contlnuzd ruthlEssnEss. Also ﬁny SEEO
of dluSEnt Whlch can bE sown in thzlr ranks w1ll bE plﬂnqu"i
Their hand as nEgotlators has OEEn con81dEr bly hEakEnE@
by rEcent happEnlngs in Hungary c“d Slovakia,

HARRISON

, - : : o 5 DRCILABSIFTED © .
N Ups - R : State Dept. Letter, 1:11-72:

ByR.HParksDate S P 27 1972,
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ORIGINAL TEXT OF TELEGRAM SENT
FROM: Secretary of State, Washington
TO3: " Americen Legation, Bern
DATR; October 23, 1944

X
NUMBER: 3609

8

UNTROL COPY

With reference to Department's 3436 of Ootober 6, WR.B's 200, the
following 1s the substance of a cable sent on October 14 by Amlegation,
Stockholm, to Department.

For McGlelland.

QUOTE Storeh has informed us that Kleist during hig recent visit
to Stockholm made the following statements:s (1) It is impossible
to buy relesse of Jews in Germeny with monsy. (2) His resl mig-
sion here was to negotiate release of the 100,000 Estonians on
Osel and to arrange for their entry into Sweden. (3) He was to
takke up on his return to Berlin general subject of release of Jews.
He claima Swedes hed put presswre on him to do gsomething for the
dJews and he expected-to have some measure of success in Berlin as
he wished to do the Swedes a favor,

(4) He claimed that in a recent Berlin mesting on the general

subject of treatment of Jews following points were discussed: .A.

All Jews should be dreated kindly now snd endesvor mede to Drove

to the world that theéy had never been sbused, the ides being that -

surviving Jews who would be treated kindly would spesk up for the

Germane after the war. B. Remaining Jews should all be killed. - o

H : This point was turned down. 0. As the Germans caniot expect the -
Allies to treat them sny better than they themselves have trested .-
the Jews or the inhabitafnts of occéupied countries the Germans must
work out some plan other then A or B ghove, hence ‘they are now cons '
sidering the use of Jews as hostages. He clalmed in this conneetion
the Germens heve not killed remaining Lithuenisn Jews a¢ once in-
tended but have taken them to work on East Prussian fortiﬁcationl
and ‘are- reserving thom for possible use as hostages.

Five. - Kleist is expected back here any dsy a.nd hopes to have o :
concrete plans to present before s conferende consisting of Gount’ L
Bernardotte, Professor: m%ﬂéls,\Stopm7% Austrisn represente~ . .
tive., R

. DECLASSTFIED
State Dept. Lettar, 1:11.49 "
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2.

Storch feels Kleist wants to convey impression at least he
tried to do the Jews a.favor so he may gein favor in Allied eyes.
- 8torech wishes Iver Olson in London to get in touch with Mr,
Lasterman or some o ther offieial of the World Jewish Congress
there as he feels that organization is not clearly informed of
the negotiations taking place here regarding the Jews. UNQUOTE

This is WRB cable to Bern No. Eéé.

L4

HULL




GABLE TO MINISTEL HARI.SON AND MeCLULLAND, BLRN, SWITZERLAND

Fth refesence Lo pepsrimerc' s 3436 5F October 6, VEE's 200,
the following 1s Lue substance of & cable sent on Qctober 14 by Amlegation,
8tockholm, to Department. . .

CUOTE Storch hws inforted uz tiet Xleleh durdng nis recent visit
to fbockholm made the following statemertss (L) It is impossible
to huy releape of Jews in Germany with money. (2) His real
mirsion here was to negotiate release of the 100,000 ratonians on
Orel end to arrange for thelr entry into Sweden.  (3)“ He wag to
take up on iLis veturn to Berlin general subject of rclease of Jewa.
He claims Swedes had put pressure on him to do something for the
Jews end Le expected to have some messure of sugeess in Berlin us
he wished to do bthe Swedes a I'svor.

(4) He claimed thet in s recent Berlin meeting on the general
subject of trewtment of Jews following points were discupsed: A. ALl
Jews should be treated kindly now and endeavor mese to prove to the
#orld that they had never been abused, the ides belng tihut surviving
Jews who would be treated kindly would speak up Lor the Germansg efter
the war., B. Remeining Jews should all be killed. This point was
turned down. €. ks the Germane cannot expeet the Allies to treat
them any better than they themselves have treated the Jews or- the
inkabitenls of occupied countrics the Germans must work out some plan
other than & or B szbove, hence they are now conpidering the use of )
Jews as hostages. He claimed in tnis connection the Germans have not
killed remaining Lithuanien Jews es once iniended but have taken them
to work on pest Prussian fortifientions and are reserving them’ for
pomgible use as hostuges. ' '

Five. Kleist is expected back here any'day_ﬁnd'hopes-to have. .
concrete plans to present before a conference congigting of Count. .-
Bernardotbe, Profeseor Ehrenyreiﬁ,}storch,andrAuetrian'represenﬁutive.;

Storch feels Kleist wante to coavey impression at least he tried
to do the Jews a favor o he may geln: fevor in ALlied eyes. gtorch . .-
wieheas Tver Glson in Londoi to get in touch with Wr, Hasterimen or some - T
other official of the Viorid Jewish Congress there.ss he feels that organiza= ..
tion ig not clearly inforued of the negotiations teking place here re- -
garding the jews. UNQUOTE A LD e

THIS I8 WRB CABLE TO BERN NO, 228. , L e
S\
11:00 awmi oo
October 20, 1944

7 . : s Oa sl Miss Chauncey'(for the Seé'y)rhbrahémébh;vdéhp, DuBéiS,~f'f o
. - — /5:47 ?’ Friedman, Hodel, lesser, Mannon, McCormack, Files
BAkzinsar 10/A9ML % om0 Tt BT T e T s T
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«{SECTIOU! OKE OF TWO)
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{
!
H
;

4187, October 14, 10 2.,
M ’

A

*E g " Storch has informed us that Kleist (sec last

? §) E‘ paragraph Sur 8%—?: WRB) during his rocent vielt to

gé;:: Stockholm made the following statements! (1) It is

-E’; E lmpossible to buy release of Jews in Germany wilth money.

§f§ (2) His real mission here was to negotiaterrelease of

fgé the 100,000 Estonians on Osel and to arrange for their

ﬁﬁ}i entry into Sweden. (3) He was to take up on his
return to Berlin general subj ect of re;l.easer of Jews,

He claims Swedes had put pressure .on himv' %o. do ‘something

for the Jews and he expected to ha_ir:e"some ;.rﬁearsu:r;er of

success in Berlin as he wished:lto 46 the Swedes a -
favor., :
(1) He claimed that :Ln a rec\,nt Berlin muotlng

on the - general sub,]ect of treatment ‘0f Tews' follouing
: eys: should be trcsted"

po:n.nts were: diocussed'

orld tnau

&1ndly now and endeavcr nad o prove t tne

they had never been abu“erl‘-
's'tir’vivi'ng

SSIFTED: .-
etter, - 11 72 .

* . Btate Dept,




-2, #4187, October 14, 10 a.m.{SECTION OKE OF TWON from
Stockholm
surviving Jews who would be treated kindly would speak
up for the Germans after the ﬁar. B. Remaining Jews
should all be killed. This point was turned down,
CG. As %he Gernmans cannot ex;ect the Allies to treat
them any better than they themgelves have treated the
Jews or the inhabitants of occupied countries tho Germans
must work out sone plan other than A or B above, hende
they are now consldering the use of Jews ag hostages,
He claimed in this connection the Germans haVe not

killeag remalning Lithuanian Jews.

JOHNSCON
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Secretary of State

Washington i

1

G S N .
4187, October 14, 10 p.m. (SECTION TWO)l...2lahs 5 /57

THIS IS WAR R FUGEE BOARD CABLE NO. 90
a& was once intended but have.taken them to work.:- o Bast
Prussian fortifications and are reserving them for
possible use as hostages.

Five. Xleist is expected back here any day and
hopes to have concrete plans to»bresent.before a
conference consisting of Count Bernardotte Profeseor
Ehren Prels, Storch and Austrian representntive.'

Storch fecls Kleist wants to convey imprbssion
at least he tried to do the Jews a fqvor 80- he may
gain favor in Allied eyes. - Storch w1shes Iver Olson L
in London ‘to get in touch with Mri Easterman or: some,
Vother OfflClal of the World Jew1sh Gongreqs there as
he feels that organization 1's not olearly informed of

the negotlatlono taking place here regarding the Jews.iti '

-

(END OF MESSAGE.)







FROH; sJecratary of ftate, Washington
TO1 Amerioa/n Logation, Born
RtEY R Y T (otobar 6, 1944,
HUMBER 3436 X *

OHIGLHAT, TEXT CF TRIEORAY QiNT

FOR WOOLILLAY) FAOK WAR RAFUGES BOARD.

Cleen advises us that you have asied hin to supply detnlls re dige
cussions with Germans in Iwedsn on pdssibilit.y of rosouing Jews in :duropu.
In view of 5tockholm's lack of communigation with Bern, Olsen has asked
us to rapeat the following cables to you,- ' _

(Hers ﬁuka in Stockholm's No. 236.'% of June 28, 3tookholm's Ho. 2419

of July 3, Stookholm's Ho. 2621 of July 15.)

Department's 319 of september 16 eontained latest inforuzation on this
matter, -

In a vary reoent ruport to the fJoard, Olsen hag statod the. followlng
which may also be of interest to your o :

"All available channels will, as they have in the pasﬁ,‘ ba uznsﬁ i‘,b' :

forestall further massncres in aast ?’manin and Folaud, although . ara

extromsly pcsaimiatic. that much ean be uccomplinhed since the oontm:f.s
we havo had iu ‘the paut ara not ab},e to axgris any int:mence upon the
aevare milit.nry uont.rel presently- lming mnint.ainad by t.ha ﬂerraana over :
' auch matters, "‘hmats of mprisalu are mewninglan to t.hiu grmxp aml "
it moy be aseumed t,hat. ahanld any propoaala ult&mabﬂgy\\hét *orbhuoming
t.hrough Eleist ur othar 1ntemed1ariaa for ghe Gleruans, suoh proposala

DECLASSIFIED- " "~
State Dept Letter,

L T eR. H__E'axks Dt




-3 -

will undoubtedly invelve totally unacaeptable rilitary implications.
W sre pushing thess negotiations ns strongly as possible nevertheless,
aimply to 8tall for tima.® .
THIS IS SRB CABLX TO BERM KO. 206. -

4.




N
o

" GABLE TO HARRISON, BRRN, FOR MCCLELLAND FROM WAR REFUGER BOARD

Olsaen advises us that you have asked him to supply details re .dia-
cussions with Germsns in Sweden on possibility of rescuing Jows in Europe.
In view of Vstgokholm'a lack of commnication with Beyn, Olsen has asked
us to repeat the following cables to you. '

/[Hsre take in Stockholm's No. 2362 of June 28, Stocl‘iholm's

Fo. 2419 of July 3, Stockholm's No. 2621 of July 15, and

Stookholm's 3605 of September 11.7 7

In a very recaent report to the Board, Olsen has stated the Following
which may also be of interest to you:

o All avallable chanmela will, as they have in the past, be used to
forestall further massacres in east Prussila and Poland, although we are
extremely pess:lmistic that much can be accomplished ginse the cmtactn o : I —
we have had in the past are not able to exert any influence upon the severe 7
military control presently being maintained by tho, Qg_rm;nq over such
matters. Threats of reprisals are mqminglepé 'tov 'Bhia grbupfand it mey be
assumed that should any proposels n).t.imtexy e’ ‘férﬁiéofn‘ng t.m-augh neiét.

er other intermediaries for the Gemmu, such propon].u w111 undonbtedly

involve totally unnccepuble muitary iapncat.ionl.f Ye are pushing t.hen

negotiations as atrongly as possible nevertholcss, siuply to. atall for tiu.”':
THIS IS WRB GABLF TO BElN NO. 200

. 4300 pems

October 4, 1944 - T ;,7 G

Miss Chauncey (for the Sec'y) Abrahamson, Cohn, DuB01s, F‘r‘ledman, Hodel
Laughlin, Lesser, Mannony McCormack Files 7 : Gl LT a
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ORIGINAL TEXT OF TELEGRAM SiNT

FROM: Secreﬁary of Btate, Washington
TO: American legation, Bernf
DATED: September 168, 1944

NUMBER: 3196

g L

" CABLE TO MINISTER HARRISON AND MCCLELLAND.

The following is the substance of a communication received
from Minister Johnson end Olsen in Stockholms

QUOTE A Germen group consisting of Boening, Kleist and Xlause
have recently renewed their appramches with respect to freeing
Baltie Jews against 2,000,000 Swedish kronor of civilian relief
supplies for German bombedmout population and & concrete proposal
allegedly will be advanced this week with Berlin epproval. In
the meantime it is stated the German authorities have issued

strict orders to stop further Jewish persecutions in the Baltie
countries, -

We are also advised that Boening returned to Germany for
miliatry service but was immediately released and sent to Bern,
It is possible that he is involved in some of the German
negotiations in Switzerland with respect-to Jews, particularly
Hungarian. Believe it highly desirable that there be a elose
interchange of information as to any such negotiations, UNQUOTE

THIS IS WRB CABLE 70 BERN NOa 172
HULL
Miss Chauncey (For the Sec'y) Abrhhamson, Akzin, Cohn, DiBois,. Drury, -

Friedman, Gaston, Hodel,  Laughlin, Lesser.~Manndn,:Marks.,McCormack,
Pehle, Sargoy, Standish, Weinstein, Cable Gontrol'Files.

- DECLASSIFIED
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Proretarnrrtisthen enaniniuny e
' Secretary of State, mwwv#r

- 2, 1y
a iﬁ‘"é;!w;gﬁb& }
- on
5365, September 11, 10 p.m. ' ;&Eﬁg%ggg?ﬁ F

22 s DT R g Ty S e Bt

' Washingtén.

Ugrman group mentioned in cur number 41, 43 and 52

L)
&
)
2]
3
O
7]
g
©
1
by
)
i
1
fad
£

for wRB (LEgation's 2562 of June 28, 10 p.m.; 2419 July

i 1.

3, noon and 2621 of July 15, 10 a.m,) have recently

tux%gn‘thjsmessage must

e elcorely guarded.

renewed their approaches with respect to freeing Baltic

Jews ageinst 2,000,000 Swedish kronor of civilian relief

supplies for German bombed-out population and a concrete

proposal allegedly will be advanced this week with Berlin
approval, In the meantime it is stated the German
authoritics have ‘1ssued strict QrdErs;#Qiétoﬁ further

Jewish persecutions in the Saltic cOuhtriEs.;

We are also advised that Bos 1ng rEturnEd to o

Germany for military ssrvice but” was 1mmEdlatEly

released ‘and ssnt to bern.n It -is possiblE thgt hE is

involved 1n somE of thE German nEgOtlatlonS 1n bw1tzsr—,,

land with rESpEct to Jaws, partlcularly Hungarlan.;,w

- E T e BEllEVE Eh hlghly d531rabls th*at“thEI‘E bE“ : 1OSE lntEr"“’*”“*’. S e

ny suchfn;gqtlgt;qns,' Th;sﬁﬂ

chsngE of information as Lo
‘is our number 80 for WRB.

: ) ECLASS[E‘IED .
JOHNSON St&te Dept Letter, 1- 1172







BRITISH EMBASSY
WASHINGTON 8, D.C.
18th July, 1944.

Dear Mr. Warren,

I enclose herein a copy of a personal message which His
Majesty's Ambassador at Moscow has been instructed to hand
to M. Molotov. His Majesty's Ambassador was to show this
message, before delivering it, to his United States colleague, .-
end to explain that the reason for this action was that the
suggestion was pressed on His Majesty's Government with
particular earnestness by high and responsible Jewish circles
here.

I also enclose, for your information, a paraphrase of
a telegram from His Majesty's Ambassador at Stockholm about
the approach made through the Swedish channel.

Yours sincerely,

K. I. POATE

¥r. G.Warren,
Department of State
of the United States,
WASHINGTON, D.C,

DELLABSIFIED B HSB
By Authority Of——-‘-L-""””"‘
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PARAPHRASE OF TELEGRAM RECEIVED FROM %

e e e e e e e e G s e e mm omw gy -

The acting Secretary General believes that Kleist's activities
are directly inspired by Himmler whose opposition to Ribbentrop is
so strong that the mere fact that Ribbentrop refused to allow
Estonia "Swedes" to take refuge in Sweden was enough to cause Himmler
to arrange fof it. Hinmler detests both Terboven and Quisling and is
no doubt responsible for maintaining Dr, Beét in Copenhagen even after
the loss of Gei'man prestige produced by last week!'s successful strike
there. Himmler is known to favour a friendly policy. towards Sweden
whereas Hitler and Ribbentrop are violently anti-Swedish. Agsarson
thinks that Kleist's offer to barter Balt.ic Jewa against Red Cross
supplies of beds, chairs, etc., for bombed out Genmms a'ms both at
increasing Himmler's popularity in bombad German Cit:.es and at gainingf—
credit for himself in Sweden and elsewhere for more humane policy

towards the Jews. This is no doubt with an eye to Bar ing his mm

skin later.
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Rec'd, 11:30 a,un,

Scerctary of State

Washington

.

- 2621, July 15, 10 a.m, (SECTION'ONE)

Following supplements Legation's 2419 of July 3,
noon and Logationts 2362 of Junc 28, 10 peme ond is
our no. 52 for War Refugee Beard in rcsponsc to
inquirics raiscd in WRB <5 (Department's 1365 of
July 11, 8 pliie 7

a. Olscn's discussion with Booning developed
no question of Tinancial consideration, simply
humanitarian cxchange such as corﬁain relicf suppliecs
to Germany!s bombedeout civilians;' It'mwy'bo that
ovontually the question w111 bo ralsed of rcmunoratlon
to Boening, Kleist and Klause for arranglng tho mﬁttcr

but cven that is dlsclalmed by thom at thls stago

,51nco they are plajlng heav1ly tho1r humanltarlan
SJmpqthlos. : ' ' »

b. Our bbst 1nfovmatlon obt 1nod from L tvian
,rofugocs is thot- thoﬁ@.areonly 5200 Jows 1n thv1wn s
concentratlon camps at the proscnu tlmo._ szt ‘of

' fﬁbsb

S B DECLASSIFIED
State Dept Letter 1- 11 72
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2=, 2621, July 15, 10 a.m. (SECTION ONE) from Stoclkholm

these arc stoted to be Totviens although thorc are™ - N o ’ o

a fow German and Cenbral Buropcan Jowas. - '

JOILISOif
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i

Secretary of State,
1

Washington,

. . oo ©
2621, July 15, 10 a.,m, (SECTION TI0)

and according to vreports by Andersen, approximetely 50
Amecrican end British Jeirs,

(C) Thrt cuestion of selechbing evacuses disanpeared

in the Tast discussion since basis of discussion was
evacuation of all Jews in Lobtvian concentration comps.

(D) VIt vas understood that cgvacuation could
probably be carried out by Swedish Red Cross . in Swedish
vessels, -

(E) Throughout the various discussions_dpring"
which the Germans shiftzd from one considératiph*ﬁ?r
another, it was condtantly FmphﬂsiZEd'bvkOnénihgbiﬁét no
delivery of the conSIdEr“Lwons aﬂrEEd upon would bn
NneEe Essary untwl thE Jeurs had qrrlvsd in SwEdEn.

,

— The gusrqn GEES:- of thE SWEdlSh Forglgn Ollwoc"'

mentioned. in LEg:ulon?“ ho. 2562 WETE not MEDt’OHEG 1n

final ulscu531on and prcsum&blyerrE abanqonEdzlh,faVOr:,

of proposals with veEspect to SWEdiSh Red Crossg
in Legation's =

DECLASSIFIED
State Dept, Letter, 1-11.72:




2= #2621, July 15, 10 a.m. (SECTION TWO) from -Stockholm,

in Legationts 2419, It is repeated thet the bosis of
these discussions has shifted from one-consideration-to_

enother, Rk ' : %

JOHNSON

CJT LIS




OEPARTMENT 7 INcomINGg W - DIVISION OF

i OF %~ COMMUNICATIONS
siare /) TELEGRAM v Coumuvicarion

Hilw8:3 Stockholn
Distribution of %ruc ’
reading only by spocial onted July 15, 1944

arrangement, (NN V)

B L o | AeeRhYERT GF SPATE

DIVISION OF

Scerctary o Stato =

JUL 171349

BOMMUNICATIONS
AND RECORDS

2621, July 15, 10 oo™ {SECTIONTHITD)

Washington

and probably will be subjcct to other rovisions if;'
further discussions arc hold. At prosent timo,
however, considiroiion advanced for relcasce of
Latvian Jews is that involving Swedish Rod Cross.
Will ralsc the natter with Swedish Red Cross along
lincs suggosted in WRB 45 but boliove that it is the
type cf proposal that can be discussed only with
Counf Folke Bernadotte, chairman, who is tomporarily
awayron vacation, Ho time will be lost b dgforring
discussiong until his roturn sinco boﬁhiglbiséjahd;f
e Bocning arc in Berlin and won't béquék3£§f.§~ﬁo§kg;.
Will ocndeavor to obtain addi£iéhdi;@éﬁailst'
regarding Kleoist, Booning and Klduse;:‘fﬁ¢'first1
tvio aro‘saidrtorbo well knovm toVCo@ﬁqégépnédoﬁﬁq_
bocausc of Red Cross activitics.- Klausc:éﬁqula anJ
be confuscd with}Krauso who is'prbmipéntiy idéhtiﬁiéd »
| | with

. DECLASSIFIED :
. Stnf,e Dept. thtgr, 1-11-72 .

v aeSEP 31 1972




~ < AT es g -

v

-

ﬂ ' ~2-, #2621, July 15, 10 a.ms (SECTION THREE) from Stockholm

with murder of Latvian Jows. Klausc has rcsided in
awedon morc or less permanently for past two or

thrco years.

(Enghof™moESALeY.,

JOHNSON ’ .
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Ahe following WRS apmze 6é 1o for Olaeu°

The subztance of youw 2362 of June 26 18 being soRRUNL -
Patod to the British and %he Rusalone in accord with poltcy
ito do 80 with all sush propeosals no matter how dublous their
nature or origin., ?hs foliow&ug pointes are not slesr and would

apprmoiaee any xnsoswatAen you may be sble to supply: (a)

&hethom finanolal oconsidoration is still dsemad eaaonﬁ&al

nd 12 go, vhether the mame would he fop the benefit of in-

ividuals or Goruony; (B) why the offer deals omly with sp-

psnx&aa%@ly 2000

Jewe when avazlablm statla%&@s indieste thut

-over 93, coa rosided in Latvia pr&ow to %ha war @thie m;ght

91364% eo&a Anfowaaﬂimn a8 %o ﬁhe fate. ot tha othere° 1% i

aighs - alnc tond n- eapham&gs the @H@E&ﬁgy of ‘the oxxmea ana i

volved, and thge porhaps to Anayeaua zhe 3roup a deazre ETS

be helpful) ;/the manner in whieh mna the pera@na by whom tne L
evacuees would he sale@%@d» {a) tho aeans by whacu the ovacucoa

would be ﬁranmpar%eﬂ 20 Bweaene mnd (e) what guaranteas or

‘evidense of s@ﬂa faath and sffao%iweness are ava&lablen would

o also appraola%e any ruwbher infmrmmtaen yuu may ‘have ag to

1aontxty of three andividuala named Is there any po:uibzllt:

S S ;ff S P State-Dept.. Letter, -1:11:72,

-

. DEOLASSIFIED Ay C, T m3 :
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-2- #1365, July 10, 944 ¥ r.m., to Stockholm,
that Xicuse 1 Xrause of Anderson rapors?

Your 2382 As subjeet to conetruetion that a1l that mey be
Foquired for release of 2000 ie the expression by the Swedish
Foreign Office of a strongly sympathetio attitude towamrde this
repsud operation, a willingnoss to receive themo refugses
gladly nnd to promise that the refugess would not agitate
sgainst the Cerman authoritiea. If this interpretation is cop-
reot, you should urge the Swedish Poreign Office to take the o
required steps without sny roference to this Gonmm?nt or ite

_Anteres? in the operation. Any rofugees of the kind desoribed

arrhi.n{; in Bweflon &z a reculs of thu oporauon vould come v
within tha gumpantees and assurances maae in Dopaxotnont'n 749

of April 28, WRB'p 4, I :

P

With reforonse to foram proponal taku m ygur 2419 ‘of
July 3, your 43 to ¥WRB, Swedlsh Red Gmns should be. runy m-

 formed and reguested %o endoavox- to nmre der.tnnhe torn

&nd oemuuons from ﬂoening and other tnterlatod parun,, In no
éoing the Red Omss showld :&ke ne- (repeat no) nrcronee to "
this Oovemeat or i%e &ntorut in- any d!.nusnonl, negotuo g
%iona or agrement that might onaua., : , SR
Ploase kacp the Departaent and Bonra tuny adund af “‘, ; 
volopamts., Ploasn oxpmu %o Bahmn the nnoon appreoutionA ':7 1
of the mpamont ana the Boanﬂ ror tha mromuon eontamoe oy




=3~ #1365, July 10, 1944, 9 pam., to Stoekholm.

in your 2412 of Juiy 1,
TRV VR &




CABLE TO MINISTER JOHNSON AT STOCKHOLM FOR OLSEN

The substance o
the British and the ussians in accord with policy to do so with all
such proposals no matter how- dubious their
following points are not clear and
you may be able to supplys (a)
still deemeqd essential, and ir 80, whether the same would be for the
benefit of individusls op Germany; (b) why the offer deals only with
approximately 2000 Jews when available

statistice indicate hat over
93,000 resided in Latvia prior to the war (this might elicit. some

Hould also appreciate any further information you may have as to
identity of three individuals nawed. Is there any rosslbility that
Klause is Krause of Andersen report? )

Your 2362 is subject to construction
for release of 2000 is the expression by t

refugees would not, agitate upaingt tne ‘Gernan authorities. If thie
interpretation is correct, yoi should urge the Swedish Foreign Office
- to take the reuired steps without any reference to thig Govornuzent or
its interest in the operation. Any refugees of the kind described
arriving in Swmeden as a result of this operation: would. come within the

gusranteer and assurances made in Department’s 749 of April 25, WRB's 4.
¥ith reference to form proposal take® in your 241'9'of'Ju1y"—3', i :
your 43 to WRB, Swedigh Red Cross-should be fully ‘informed and requested

to endeavor to secure definitive terms and conditions from Boening- "\~
B and cther interested parties. In so doing :the Red Crosg should make :
uo (repeat ne) reference to thi

s Goverament or its interest in any
discussions, negotiations or agreement"th&t‘mighti ensues il B

Please keep the Department and Board fully adviged rof"devélop‘a:xehts.f
Please express to Boheman the sincere appreciation of the Department

aud the Board for the information contained in your 2/12 of July 1. .
Ranaman

July 9, 1944
12: 30 p.m.

THIS IS WRB STOCKHOLM CABLE No. 45

S g e s s
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CABLE T9 WINIETER JO44 0% AT &7 CKHTY

The subatane - of your 2362 of Junk 25 ig being communicated to the
British and the Russiane in seccopd wigh wolicy tu £ 80 with alt such
ropanals ny watter how 4§ 1Y aatwre ar orlgiy The Pollowing
Slans are nak olouer sad . meblon you way bhe
able 4y wwpnly: (a) whet AR i 4 411 desmee
: ! : daether tie e would be banelib of
7 sifor deals on = roxinetrly
noleste that o U0 resided
b =lleit nomw inforaaticy: se
Leo tewd to emphasize toe enovuity
.  to lncres ; w1y Jesire
b e annnef 1 tehoand dhe ge 2 By ihoa the
evittiers yould be sl svacnees would
{ zrarted to bBwe cantees or evidence of sood
2 anc effecbiveness ars/avallable. Wowid also eppreciate amy further
inlarmebion you way bave af io adenlity of wee jedividuaic usmec. Ic
there :ay s0ssibility thatf Klause is Krouse i’ indersen report?

-
PAl v,

avallable statiet
te the war {this

scad,

Your 2202 is subjecy to constrvetion that all that wsy be required
for redease of Z000 is whe expreseion by the Lwedlsh Foreipn 2ffice of
trongly sympethetic gbiitude towards thie rescue cperation, a
#11llingness io recsive fhege rafgest gledly and to prousice that the
ees would not agifete sguinst thie Cerman authorities. If this
iuberpretation is cory eb, you showld arge the Swedish Forelgn 97Tiee to
lulie the required stefs elthout any refevence tu this Goversuen: or its
interest in the operabion. Any refugees of the kind described ax iving
in gweden as & resvlf of this opsration would -come within the guarvantees
st Gesurances wate fn Departuent!s T49 ofApdl 25, THBYE 4

’ o " THIS IS WRB CABLE TO STOCKHOLH HO. 45

1:40 p.m.
July 7,:1944

¥iss “hauncey (for the Sec'#) Abrahemson, Gohn, DﬁBdis; Friedman, Hodel,
er, Mann, Stewart, -Central

Laughlin, EQzF Files, Cable Control Files- O
- v :/) - : e 2 ~ e .

LSLesaersqlgi7/6/44,,







JUL 4 - 1944

TOs Mr. George ¥arren

TaCH: J. W. Pohle

I inink it iaportant that both the British and the
Russions be immediately adviseo of the substunce of Otockhnojm!s

23062 of Juuna 28.

(81gned) 4.W, Beble

6.8
. LSLoséar:aiB?D/M*







HuCTIVED

PARAPYEATE OF 2LnE
FROH: Y  AMEESATTON,' Stockholm g
O Jecretary of State, Washington
DATED: duly 3, 1944

NUMBER: #3§19 !: %Tnﬂ QQPY

Repeat to WHB as oupr 43,
This message 18 a supplement to Legation‘s 2362,

June 28, 10 p.m. (W85 No, 41). -Through Antermedlaries Olsen

and Boening had a consulitation. Olsen acked Tirst 28 to whal wae
Boening's capaclly in Sweden and Boenlng answered that a
approximately thres years ago,as speclal trade negotiator, he
came here to the Cerman Legation., Eis explanation was that it
was much llke the recent Griffis mlselon. He added that for the
last two yeafﬂ he has not been officially connected with the
Government of Germany and hrs business interests of a private
peracnal hature, ln conneotlon with which he also represents
certain Klelst interests. The owestion was asked by Olsen as

%0 vhat was the status of Xlelst and Boening‘hnewared that up

to less than a year ago Kleist had heen Ribbentrop's special
representative in connecilon with theIcivliian'adminiétrétion' )
of Pbland and the Baltic countries, but. tnpt vith von Ribbentrop   7
he had hed severe dlisputes as to policy and had handed 1n his e i
resignation. It wns added that since then Kleist had not been '
officially connacted with the Government of Germany although :

1t was explained that 1t wae quite plain that he had close o

. personal connagétion with 1mportant authpr;ties3of-the,qcvernmenf13

of Germany.

DELLASSIFIED e
State Dept Letter, 1:11: 72

i By R. H Paxks Date §E E 3 ]972 .
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Reference was then made Ly Oléen to the
dsscusaions which Boening had been having with certalin
Swedes regarding ths poéeibility of evacuating all the Jeus
who are now in the 3al%ic countrlies to Sweden and that, as
a War Refugee Board represeniative, 1t would be abeurd for
him to disclaim hlﬁ grave conoern wlth the safety of these
individuals, However, in 1ight of the fact that such an
oporation most ocertainly would reauire the authoritative .
sanotion of the Government of Germany, and in view of the well=
known pollcy of Germany towards Jews and the severity with
which this pollocy is being executed by the German Government,
Boening was asked how he or Kleisl were optomistic that an
arrangement Anvolving an exchangs of humanitarian acte would
be accspted. Inquiry was made by Olsen as to what kind of an
exchange he had in view and as a j:o8sibllity the followlng
idea was advanced by Boening. Eagarnees would be expressed by
the Swedish Red Cress to evaouate the Jews from the Baltle
countries and regarding this matﬁar would make -the bOrredt;
spproaches. To the CGermans the évedish Red eres,rhé'a couhtér-'
balancing act of humanity, would offer certaln relléf‘bﬁerétionﬁif
suoh as non-sirateslic medioal suplies, beds,rbﬁaige eté;lfoﬁ:r

1t8 bombed-out olvilianms, It wii stated by Boening that the

1]




:%hole matter could be so controlled %ha% no willitary
considerations of anv kind would be involved; it wvas glso
stated by Boening that both Klelet and he were of the opinion
that this would be of interest to the Germans. The impression
received by Ulsen woe ﬁhat/g%t?east certain of the German
officials the propesitions mey have in fact been cleared in
principle. There could be developed nothing more as to vhat

may be behind tho discussions so far as concerns the Germans

or as to the moti&ea of these persons in submitting the proposal.

JOENSON

W







. b %1 “ueled s
CABLE TO MINISTER JOHHSON AT STOCKHOLM FOR OLSEN 7 : f*”

The pubstance of your 2362 of June 28 is being communicated to the
Britisn and the Tuesslans in accord with poliey te do so with all such
sroposale no matter how dublous thelr nature or origin. The following
psinte are not clear and would sppreclate any information you msy be
able to supplys (a) whether financlal consideration ig still deemed
esgential, and if so, whether the saue would be for the benefit of
individuals or Germany; (b) why the offer deals only with mpproximately
2000 Jews when avallable statistics indlcate that over 93,000 resided
in Latvia srior Lo the war {this alght elicit some information as
to the fate of the others; it might also tend to ezmphosize the enormity
v the erimes involved, and thus perhaps to lnersase the group's desire
t be helpful)y (c) the manner in «hich and the persens by whom the
evacuees would be selected; (d) ihe means by which the evacuees would
be trangported to Swedeny and (e) what guarantees or evidence of good
faith and effectiveness are available. Would zlso appreciate sny Iurtner
information you may have as Lo identity of three individuals nared. 1Is
thers any possibilisy that Klause 1z Krause of andersen report?

THIS 15 WRB STOCKHOLY CABLE NO. __ .
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PARAPHRASE OF TELEGRAM RECEIVED

FROM: Amerlcan Legstlon, 3tockholm’
TO: Secretary of Btete, Washington
DATED: June 28, 1944 )t

NUKBER: 2362
x

Informatlon nzs resehed Uloen that several aporssches
have been made loecally by certsin insl uentia) German officiale
connected with Baltic affaire on Whe general propoeitlon qf
freeing Jews in Letvip agaluet a casw conaideration. Ve
allowed the sltuation to develop and 3% fesulted in the
following concrete provnosal, _

ALl Jews in Latvla@agdmeanteen miniiaum of ,000) would
be free from ghettos srd éfioved to come to Sweden againat'

8 cogh peyment of 2 million Zollars {revisnd later to 2 mllllén
Swa ﬁhzrpnor)o ,This amount was Yo be devosited in Riksbank
subject To the condltiong as fo)lowc ,

A. - Cuaranteeﬁ rdsage of thmse';unds when and 15 refugees,
arrived eafely in Sweden, ,

B. Funds could ke uﬁsu vltnouu restriction for purchase :
of ‘certeln =upvlles other then war- muteriele eueh as medicines,
Red Cr-ss supp]ies, at catefa. ' : e ' V'

Cs Ba1ance of Iunrs sva;]ehle Tor traaner to German

clearinge The group would rnquire assurancea rrom Sweden,

in turn thet theee reiugees would not be allowed to enreed

anti—N%fzi Dmpagandso

DECLAE:SJI 15D
Stdte Dept Letter 1 11 72
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Thess discussions were communicated to the Swedlsh

Forelgn Office and 1t nhag sdvanced the following informetion
the
regarding/three individuals lnvolved, The most luportant
inédividusl 1s Elelst, eald Tc be Himmleris msn in the Baltiec .
~— .

and revutedly one of tho cleverest lntelllpgence operators in
Germany. He ig alpo connested with the German Red Cross, The

Foreign Office has had some experience with hin in thst, con-

trary to striet orders from Ribbentrop, Klelet'facllltated

Veaca se to Swedsn of certain 3wedes in the Beltlic. The name

of the second individusl ig‘é;;niqgl and,he?ggﬁ coneldered
somevnst of & mgstery to the Forelgn Office, although he ls
known %o revresent Kleist 1§r3weden on varlous satters, The
third znd leoeb 1ndiv1dugl 15 3émed Klause, He ls stated to have
‘heen a former member of the Gesrman Milltary Intelligence but
reéently ne agked the Swedlsh Foreign,Offlcertq congider him

a political refugeev bﬂéed on the fact he‘iS'éonsldered 8

Jew by the Germans. Frnm other soureee we are 1nformed that '
at least on previous occaa;qn xlause obtalned funds from v'
individuels in Sweden on the promise of rescuing rertain Jema =
in Europe; be never fulfilled tae nromiee,§§0n subeecuent
approach, 1% wes 1nt1mated bv tnis grouu that very 1itt1e, lf
any, of the 2 million ﬂronor would uo 1ntc the German clearing,
or even to buy Svedirh goods for Germany,' Inqtead they would
use 50ﬂe of the funde %o bribe certain mlnor German orflcia;s

1n the




ln’the Baltlic, and the three would pocret the balance, It was
suggeeted by Olsen, simply to exnlore the mysterlous background

of these negotiators, t@gg_yheiggrmagmgrqup7bg,;p§gg§ggwﬁggﬁ

1t wvas 1mpoaaib}grto raiee thie money in Sweden and then to

ask whether there wag any oblectlion to expicrlng the voegelblliltlse
of cecuring Americen funde. Thie ¢ould b272ﬁ1y by relsing the
problem with Olaén st the Americen Legation who probably would

want to get all the asdbls a4 rectlyo ,It was then etated by

the group to this pruvasal, that money was not neccasarlly a

consideretion, hat periiaps no money at al) would be needed.
- e 16

The Jmporteht con%ﬂccratloniﬁaa stated/be that the Swedish

Foreign Office muﬂt exnrecs & strongly sympathetlc: attitude

towards tale rescue aperation, "1Tlin@neas to receive uhese

v

rerugees gladly, and ta DPOML?B tnpt e rerugees rould not

agltate agalnet the Gsrman autﬂorltiesg, Whila baffling end not

g 1ittle fantaetic in sgope, the foregolng sltuation nreeents
TR S e

—

the following 1nteresaing intelligence aspec»scr

ment of uermrny 18 behina these fee*ere,riﬁ becomes a slhrre E
ransom proposition Trom wuiyn ﬁngJ w0¢1d hope to trap us 1nto

a qerlghs of other extortlons on & much 1erzer seale,»,Wé' :
know that the Germrna are. exuremcly nresnsd for forelgn e/change:j
and. are cxnerimenting with all maquble aevicec to ease the :
sltustilon, Too, 1 £ German autho 1t¢ 8 are behind these '”'—;' ;7 AR ;

‘ neyotiations




i

negotistlons, they may be setting a trép for snti-Jewlsh
oropsgends in the Unlted Ststes - playing thede refugees
égainst prigonere of war, et cetera, On the other hand, the
individuale involved may simply be meking a isat minute effort
to purcaase good will in the United States and Sweden, (The
| Swedish Forelgn Office believes this latter to be the true
;bsais of the feelere mide locally.) At least Kléiat ig.a
merked man and the gltuation in the Baltic may have prompted
him to look towards the lmmedlate future,

Tressury should be informed and sleo Var Refugee Board

g8 our Yo, 41,
JOHNBON

DCR:VAG:HL
6/30/44
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PARAPHRASBE or TELEGRAK RECEIVED

FROH: American Legstion, Stockholm
TO: _ Secretary of Btate, Washlngtdn
DATED: June 28, 1944

NUMBER: 2362
i

Informstion hae resched Olsen that several approaches
have beqn;Q&de loeally by certzin influential German offlclale
copnected wlith Beltic affairs on the general propogltien of
freeing Jews in Latvia against a caeh conslderstion. We
allowed the sltuation to develop and it resulisd in the
folloving conerselbe proposal, _

All Jews in Latvialaguarantesd alnluua of 2, OOO) would
be free from ghettos and éiio'eu to coms to Sweden egainat
2 cash péyment of 2 mllllon dollars {revised later to 2 mllllon
S ﬁhkronor). PThis ancunt wes o be deposited in leabenk
gubject to the condlticns ag. «o]louu,

' A, Guarsnteed risase of these funds when and 1$ refugees
arrived safely in Swedan, S , ,

B. Punas could ove used witnout restr;ction for nurchase -
of certain supolies other thn war mater&slp migh as medlclnes,}:
Red Grﬂss aupplies, et oatcra, 7 ' ‘ |

Cs Balance of funda avuileble fo; traﬁsfer to German
-cleer)ng, The group vould reoulre aaﬂurances rrom Sveaen,‘;

an turn,vthﬂt these weiugeea would not be allowed to spread

qgnti-h%fzi prOpegandag

PRI . _ L flr R DRI e
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These discuselens were communicated to the Swedlgh
Forelgn Office and 1t hns advanced the following informetion

the

regarding/three individuals involved, The most lmportant W

individual 1s Klelst, satd %o be Himmler's men in the Baltlie
and revutedly ones of the cleversst intelllgence bperators in
Germsny, He is alsc connscted with the German Red Croes, The
Foreign Offlce has hzd some experieﬁée with him in ths%, con-
trary to strict orders from Rlbbentrop, Klélet Teollitated
escepe Lo Sweden of certaln Swedes in the Beitlc, The nane
of the gecond individusal ie Boening, and he/gﬁk consldered
somevnat of » mxstéry te the Forelgn Office, although he is
known to revresent Klelst 1B;sweden on varlious matters, The

- third snd lsst individial is named Klause, He ls eteted to have
been a former member of the Cerman Military Intelligenég:but
recently he asked the Swedlsh - Forelgn Offlce to consider him
a8 political refuges, based en tqe fact he 1s eonsldered 8 .
Jew by the Germans. nrnm oLns*{sources we are Lnformed that
at lesst on previoue occasion Klausa obtalned funde from
1ndividuals in Bweden on the promlse .of reacuing certain Jewa
“in- Europe, he never fulfilled the nromise 1ROn subeecuent '
approach, 11 wes 1nt1mdted by tnis groun thet very 11 IL; lf
any,rof the 2 million Eronor would go 1nto the German clearlng, L

hey would

" or even to buy Swedlqh goods 40r Germany, Instead ]
: use sone of the funds to bribe certain mlnor German offlelala

1n the -




in ine Beltlie, and the three would pocket the balance, I1 wes
suggeeted by Olsen, simply %o exnlore the mysterlous background,
ol these negotiatore, thst the German group be 1nformeﬁ that

it was lmpogeible %o rolse Ghe monéy In BSweden aﬁd then %o

ask whetiher there vas any objectlon To exnloring the vosslbllitles
of securlng Amerlcan fundsn ™hie could b27gg 1y by raleging the
problem with Cleen at the Amerlcan Legatlon who probably would
want to get all the detddls directly., It wes then stated by

the group to this provnosal, that money was not necessarily a
éonslderation, thet perheps no money st all would be needed,

The lmportant ﬁonsideration’gas stated}ge that the Swedlsh
Forelgn Office mugt exnress.a_strongly sympathetlc attitude
towerds thls rescue operation, a willingness to receive t£é3e
fefugees gledly, and %o oromise that‘thé refugees would hot )
agltate sgelnsi the Germen autharities; “wnlle baflllng and not -

a 11ttle fantastic in scope, the foreaolng situation nreseﬂtﬂ

; aspertenr Ir the govern«

| the folldwing interesiing 1ﬁtellia”

ment  of Gerwvny is Denind *1932 feeTere, 1t becimee a a;mple
ransom,propogition Trom Wﬂicu thay v0¢ld hope to trep us into

a serlgki of othner extortions on a- much 1arser scpleo ]We

~know tnat the Germen Bre eytremely nreaAed for foreign eychange

and are- exverimentlng 1itﬂ 211 péqnib}e aevicea to. eese the S
situstionor Too, 17T wer narn. authorltxes are behind these

nepotlations
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negdtistions, they may be ssltting & trép for anti-Jewlgh
nropggends in the Unlted States -~ playing these refugees
agalnst prlsoners of war, e% celera, On the other hand, the
individuale lnvolved may slmply be meking a leet minute effort
to purchase good will in the United States and Sweden, (The
Swedish Forelgn Office believer thiam latter to be the true
bsels of tne feelers meds locally.) At least Kleist ig &
Tarved man ana'phe sltuation in the Baltic may have prompted |
him to look towards the ilmmedlste fulure, V

- Trezsury shoulé be informed and slec War Refugee Board

ae our No, 41,
JOHRION
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