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June 29, 1945 

My dear Dr. Wise: 

We have just received a report from the Board's 
representative in Stockholm, Sweden, which contains 
a.n item which I amssure will be of great interest 
to you. He reports that on April 19, 1945, Norbert 
Masur, a member of the Stockholm Mosaic community 
and an official of the Swedish section of the 
World J:H~ish Oongreas, flew to Berlin for a meet-
ing with Himml~r on the Jewish question. Our rep­
resentative states Ha direct result of this contact 
was the release of a few thousand from Havensbruck 11 

and that "contrary to reports, Count Bernadott was 
in no way involved in the negotiations for the re­
lease of these people." 

Release to the public of any stories on these 
negotiations 1s, of course-, not permieeible at the 
present time. However, l wanted you to have the 
informe.tion and I am sure you will regard 1t as ex­
tremely confidential. 

With kindest personal regards. 

Sincerely fours, 

William O'Dwyer 

Dr. Stephen 6. \>lise, President, 
World Jewish Congi•ese, · 
1834 Broadway 
New York 23, New York. 
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FOR DEPi\RTMENT ;,liD ·'.!RB 
CONTROL ~OPY 

SupplEmEnting our 1547, f.pril 25, 8 p.m., WE nrE 

informEd tho.t o.pproximntEly 3000 VJO'IlEn hnvE now arrivEd 
( ' / 

in SvrEdEn from thE concEntration cnmp o.t RnvEnsbruEck1 

of which numbEr c.bout 1200 o.rE JEWESSEs. HE arE nlso 

informEd tho.t o.pproximo.tEly 3000 ndditionnl "TOmEn frora 
/ 

RnvEnsbruEck havE rEachEd DEnmark nnd o.rE ExpEctEd in 

3VTEc1En by this WEEk EDd~ 
I I 

ApproximatEly fifty NorwEgian JEws from n. concEntro.-

t 
tion comp in Norway o.rri VEd todny. 
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Our 1476 of hpril 20, 6 

Stockholm 

Dated May 2, 19•}5 ( (IJ ';I.?:~rt<Oe., ) 

D~nish-Jows instead of 5,000 us sto.tod in Department's 

774, J~pril 27, 3 p.m. Informed local sources indicate 

that 425 have actually arrived here to date and that this 

group comprises tho livint; remainder of o.pproximo.toly 

525 originally doportod from Denmark, tho bo.lo.nco having 

diad in concentration camps. 

JOHNSON 
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~:::OL" , CON:f,R,Qt,;COPY 
'774 i '.' . ,: ~J<'.,:: :': X ··-· ~ ............... , ............ . 
Re your 1447 i1,p:ril 19 £md J.476 April 20. 

Departoent questions st~:rtoCJ. nutionn.lity of the reported 

51>000 Jou1r:!h errivc.le in S~<Jetl.an in vieu of 1nfo:rmf.'.t1on 

rveeived p;r>eviously thnt of 8,000 Je~··s: Co:rEicrly in ))enr.~a:r!~, 

cor.:~p:rise<l of 6,000 native Jous and 2,00'.) refue;ees, 1,000 

hc<l been deported to the eo.st and 5-6; 000 ht::d escnpet1 to 

;.;ueCJ.en thus leaving only 1-2,000 1n Oeronn concentrc,tion 

C!>u::lps. 

l~leasa clarify e.s to che..racte:r o1' this group. 

l'IIW: l·fi1V :KG 
4/26/46 

GREt'l 
(Acting) 
( 

f'_C.fTl !\ ...... , 
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Stocl~holm 

-Dated A!)ril 25, 1945 

Rec 1 d 7:34a.m., 26th 

fDEPAATMfNI_-x!J. : ·c·· ··o·'· NT . nv_ Secretary of Stat ' / Ru-~ 
-:'-1hshington. AP~- 261946 ··-,.- -· 1J~ 

L 111 
ot;t 1 

X ~AJSON WTH i · 
1547, A~:>ril 25, s·p·;m:··-( SECTION.)ONE 0:'" T1·lo) 

\) (_ 

~ ;; 1\ . 
DEP.-UlTMENT . .:.1m ivAR REFUGEE BOARD 

ementing my 123 5 J of • .;,.;1ril 8, 8 p.m. J and my 
A tCSK -+ I . f1 cd It is;~. I( .iJ -- "'R z "~-Hi,/ G-C:.t.l 

1186 of l'Iarch 28, 8 p.m. · .' /--- V{ , 

Norbert Masur of local (i;:;;~~~-~t~~~·~~~~;::r~~-) 
and official of the Swedish section of the i'Torld Je>vish 

~-- . 

Congress proceeded to Berlin on Thursday afternoon Hith 

Kersten for a discussion with Rimmler on the Jm,rish 

problem. The trip was without incident and they were 

met in Berlin by Rimmler's as~sistant Schellenberg. The 

pm?typroceeded to Kersten's estate EtlJj_)ro:iclmately 80 kln 

outside of Berlin and were joined there by Rimmler at 

approximately 2:30 a.m. The discussion lasted .until. 

approximately 5 a.m., on Friday Ht ,-rhich time Rimmler 

left. According to HRsur, Ri-mnler appeared in top form 

in resplendent uniform and discussed the Jmv-ish problem 

in a formflly pleasant and i!latter Hasur 

stated his position.as previousiy i!lhcle clear to kerst~n 

_ DECLASSIFIED 
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-2-/;!1547, April 25, 8 p.m., ( SECTIO:~ ONE OF T1'1'0) 
from Stockholm 

and Schellenberg; that he had no official stD.tus, had no 

HUthori ty to pror.~ise P.nything and >vas simply B. privn te 

Jo1·1 expressing the fears of all his peOl)le for the ultimate 

f.':!. to of the Jews remaining in Germany. 

Himmler reviewed the historical development of 

anti-Semitism in Europe and particularly the efforts of 

his p~rty to remove the Jewish problem from the Reich, 

He reminded Masur that he himself (Simmler) had pressed 

the policy of removing Jo1vs from Germnny l·Ti thout violence 

and that he in 1935 had formed an organization to foster 

the migration of Je1vs out of Germany. He spoke with 

considerable length and bitterness of the extent to 

1vhich the Allies had propagancUzed Germ11.11 ntrocities. 

He mentioned specifically Poland -ana. I_\ussia. Hi th respect 

to Poland Himmler stated that atrocity stories concerning 

crematoria were vicious propaganda since the crematoria 

1·Jero .tho· only meqns the German E>.uthori tics could eopo 

Hi th rapidly spreA.ding typhus opidetnic •. He WA.S particular~ 

bitter concerning Allied propagand..8. during the past fe>·J 

days on the concentration camps at Borgoh Belseh and. 

Buchommld, He pointed out that thoso bro camps and 

their inmates had been left intact to the Allies n.t 

his 61-m command and that all ho vias getting in return 

1-ms Allied 

}!__ 
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-3-;/1547, April 25, 8 p.m., (SECTION ONE OF TWO) 
from Stockholm 

1vns Allied horror stories. 

Nasur raised with Himmlor the following major points: 

One. ThPt Jews should remnin in their present c~mp 

nnd that they should not be subjected to tho further 

~)hysical detorior.q tion of being moved from plRce to place. 

T1·m. Th'l.t permission Hould be granted to evacuate 

Je1·rs to neutral countries 11henover possible. 

'I'hree. ThRt the most humane care possible be 

given the Jews until the camps fell into Allied hqnds. 

JOHNSON 

ED.rl. 
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1517 1 April 25, 8 p.m., (SECTION TWO) 

RimmlEr nnc1 SchE llEnbErt; stntcd th:::.t thErE hnd bEEn 

about 50,000 JEws in BErgEn-BElsEn and 6,000 in Buchenwald. 

ThEy sc.id thErE wErE an c.dditionnl 20
1

000 in UnuthausEn 

BEilinz, 20,000 JEWESSES in RnvEnsbruEck and about 

25 1 000 JEws in thE REsiEnstndt. In addition thErE wErE 

SEVE rc.l smallEr c oncE n trn t ion camps in southErn GE rnmny 

and around Innsbruck. 

RimmlEr madE thE following spEcific promisr:s: 

OnE. ThE JEws intErnEd in Horvmy (about 50) would 

bE rElEnsEd immEdintEly and EscortEd to thE SwEdish 

bordEr. 

Two. 11 000 JEwish womEn in RnvEnsbru[ck would bE 

rElEasEd immEdiatEly and pErmittEd to. comE to SwEdEn. 

According to J,atEst .informf'.tion thESE womEn arE in fact 

bEing transportEd through DE nmc.rk by lorriEs of thE 

SwEdish REd Cross nnd nrE· EXpEctEd to arrivE fomorrow. 

Thrf: E:. 'GErtnin 

nEcLAssrililm 
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-2-, #1547, April 25, 8 p.m., (SECTION Two'), from Stockholm. 

ThrEE. CErtain lists of Dutch JEws.in thE REsiEnstadt 

would bE rElEasEd but thErE nppEnrs to bE no hopE of 

Evacuating thEm. 

Four. HimmlE r gn vE only a half promisE tho. t thErE 

would bE no furthEr EV[)cuntion of JEWS from co.mp to camp. 

FivE. REd Cross orgo.nizntions WErE promisEd frEE 

accEss to cnmps for dElivEry of food nnd mEdical•suppliEs. 

Six. Eo JEWS vwuld bE shot. 

RimmlEr EmphnsizEd in thE strongEst possiblE tErms 

thC'.t no publicity should bE givEn to thE confErEncE C'.nd 

thc.t c.bsolutE sEcrEcy must surround his libEro.tion of 

c.ny JEWS. HE rEfErrEd to thEm ell c.s 11 PolE s 11 C'.ppo.rEntly 

mindful of his promisE to HitlEr t).1c.t hE would not rElEa:IE 

any morE Jn!s. 

M:nsur gavE c,n intErEsting dE scription of BErlin 

v1hich hE callEd o. frightfully ruinEd and dEad ~ity. HE 

vms particularly imprEssEd by thE almost conrplE'cE o.bsEncE 

of soldiErs. Jill roads v1ErE congEstEd vlith rEfugEES --,. 

r.1c.ny who had bEEn wnlking for thrEE VIEEl<s fromEnstErn 

GErmany. HE also saw o. long procEssion of prisonErs 

bEing movEd from OrnniEnburg. Throughout his EntirE 

visit LlliE:d planEs YIErE roc.ring owrhEO.d without a shot 

bEing firEd nt thEm. 

E l'TD HE SSJ.GE • 

JOHNSON 

JM 
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FROM: 

TO~ 

DATJ::D: 

O.B' 

A..Jrll 20r 1945 

1476 
y CDNTRDL COPY 

Tt1e followlnc; mf':Snage in for ':RB ancl the De 'artment. 
(no';) ' 

A,lCiitlorml check revGale there ~';ro __ !fu!:werd,aJl Jews 

1n c;rot~p mentioned in .y l.-.!17 of the nim;teenth of A,·:r·llQ 

'l'hia croup ia made [lP or Danea r:m:J Hl'e in su.r.)r-laingly r:;ood condition 

b,y 8wedea 
Renulta or ne,sotiat1on1.1 &I·<: beinG treated/to c.la.te 

r,a ent1reJ.y seoJ•et and r·eu :rdlne: {1X'::·1vr:l of this group the St~edes 

are auppresaln~ all preas comment. 

DC/L;NLG .! •.· 

4-21-45 1"' ~ 

JOHNSON 
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~lashington, CONTROL COPY 
1447, ~pril 19, 1 p,m, 

)( 

arriVEd in l~lmo yEstErday from GErmany and arE bEing 

sEnt to an EspEcially arran5Ed SwEdish intErnmErit camp, 

So far fls is lmown this group comprisEs virtually all 

Danish and NorwEgian JEws in GErman concEntration camps ~ 

and thEir rElEasE is a consEquEncE of cErtain spEcial~~ 
,;r . 

nEgotiatlons conductEd by Count ~nadottE dur1ng thE ~1 \, 
past SEVEral WEEks, ,?vY .bf< 

'r,.0~_ ThE SYIEdish ForEign OfficE is EndEavoring to- sEcurE· / _ 

thE rElEHsE of NorwEgian JEvls in Grini,-. updEr thE samE 

guarantEEs of spEcial intErnmEnt in S~7EdEn, 

RR 

\ 

'_"_ s __ ,,u~~t::::::::!_n_:~so. \ __ . 
te:Jtt of . uarded· 

10selY g . · 
b8 c . . 
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i'he follo~rine; for JohnAon lo \.llli 360. 

Hefarence you1• no. 1236 of April 3 oontc1nint; u 

1.1esso1·;e froo llillel Gtorch to the i.'orlcl Je;:ioh Cong:t•eas. 

The l:c,r Hefucsee ; .. oc,rCt is not {rcpec.t not} O.cliVe:Y.'ing 

thin oesEc'{::e to the t: orl(i Je1:is.h CO!l1Jres!1 in vieu of the 

:.>tete Deprrtment•c op1n'ion 

no. 

uw: iillV: Kll 
4/11/45 

it uould be t.m, riM to uo 

NIUS 
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OABLI!. TO MINl:iT~;:· JOHNUON, ll'l'OOKHOLM, ~'f\;,~\ !Jh;l'AR'l'MtN'l' Mll) WAR 
Ki•:FUG\l:E BOARD 

Referenoe :yo1n' No. 1235 of April ~ oo~tai111ng a menage 

from Hillel .:~t•roh to the World J('lwish Congress. 'l'he Wal' 

Ret~gee Board ia not (repeet not) del1V6~1ng this aoeeage to 

the World Jewlah Congress in v1aw of: the State Department's 

oo1n1on that 1t would be unwise to do !Oo 



-· . . •••• .. ,·. 



l'ARAPHHASE OF '!'ELOORAM REOEIV:IDD 

FROM: Amerloan Legation, Stockholm 

i'O: Secretary of State, l'liuhin.gton 

April 7, 1946 

CONTROL COPY 
You are requested to advise War Refugee Jloard o:f the following: 

You are referred a&a1n to my No, 1235 (J.Il.tod April 3, · Advice to 

the effect that it does not plan to deliver Storch telegre.m to London 

representative of :lorld Jewieh 0olld%'eee has been given to the Jlritish Legation 

at Stockholm by the British Foreign Office. 

DO/L:GT'h' 

JOUNSON 

. '.! 

,DEGT:ASSI.FIED 
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. ~ i'UCKHOJ..t-1 

646 

'J.'lle follo~·:ing for Johnson rnd ulsen from Depe.rtment c.nd 

t'1£_r Refugee Bon:rd is ur-w 344, C".nd. refers to your nucbera 1186 of 
'< 

t·1a.rch 28 l'.nu 1236 of .April 3. 

Heport fOI'\>'ttrded in your ll86 grently apprec:l.ated. 

Dep£Crtr.Jent o.nd Bonr<i approve the oont1nunt1on of discusdons 

desi~nea. solely (re;,est solely) to seve the lives or Jet·;n r>nu. 

otn~r vic-tir.le of enemy opp:reanlon by r.Jer;ns or relief nuppliee? or 

evccur-·tion to ~c.:fety. Hot.JeVor, sucn dincuoE!lons vi10ulrJ. bo 

severed immedlotely if, in the opinion of' llinlster Johnson, they 

bocome pollticcl in n&ture. 

l3oard C'l'ld Deprtrtruent ler..ve entiruly to- o.iSCl'etion Of H1nister 

Johnson the question o!' continuine the indirect (:repel'.t inclixoect) 

contc.cts v.lrec::dy mN1e t'lllCl. the question of Storch's c;o1nt; to IJ~:l'lin. 



CAJJLJi To PIHlti'!'l':H ,T()!FiSOK AND or,;;:;;:., SroCYJIOLE, S\1/EDJ.:JJ, 
FllO!i m:t·A.ii'J7. ~:T A.;;]i '.:j\Jl H"Ji'UC:E". J3C•AH.J) 

llopo:r't for~mrdoc'. in your Ho, llBG of ;;~l,ch 88 r;roo.tly a·-,­
prec:tr ted, 

~)Q't)r:_rtr:tont 2!'lfl T~op..rcl au··~rove tho C')ntinne.tion of discuor1·10nn 
tleslr",nccl ~olely (repeat. solely) to·snve tl:e l:tvoa o£ .Jowa an<l other 
victims of eneoy o:nnreseion by means of relief supplicn or SVfJ.C•J.a.tion 
t~ sl'..foty, H01;ever, such diecunaione shoul~- 1Je severed 1ml:Joc1ir,t;ely 
if, in tlH' O)linion of l<inistet• .Johnson, they bocor,JO :1ol1 ticnl ·in net"t'n. 

}lorn·r' and Dorartraont leave on tiroly to dlocrotion o:i' liin:J.utcr 
.foh,Jr,on tho que~tion oi' i'""~h"ting the inclirect (:ropeat l.nrlirect) con­
tftcts nlro,><1:r made~',.,I•r.w•;,,o;on-t-~TIOaM'"uono"t·~ve 
lS.tol'~~~-. et~ia •. hu.Uh.or.e .• .±e.-tloh>G\P,~"te ·n: '\lttl'fill~~<l.- - ~ _____________ _ 
clopmlda&lb··nm'f:trnl-· il'r;f.l"'lt~"mt''"·tlro·"Eltnmt~ei:-ott.~:f..,,~·"i'lf"tmrrt'Yt!'!l"'. c · .• 
arul-..a}'1~!'0TlM::>~ile- ·in--· th: _ ··o-pUttorr··o-f"·11he,.r.~,..M0¥1io= 

'~.,,_. 

li'R:ve~ 
a 4/3/45 

r~f..-:" 
~! 'v -~ !. 

' / 
f 





No. 53~6 

X'· 

I....____= --~- l 
Stockholm, April 3, 1945 

Subject: Kerst;en-liillli!ller Diaouaaions. 

l'he F.onorablo 

Sir: 

The Geo.retary of State, 
Wash1Jl8ton. 

Supplementing my oablo No. 1186 of March 28, B p.m., 
I have the honor to QllOloae the followitJg p.notoatntic 
copies and translations of dooumonts relating to tho 
Kerston-Himmler disouoaionsz 

1. Letter dated March 21, 1945, from Htmmlor 
to Xereten. 

;~. Ltrttor dated M!li.I'oh 21, 1945, from. Dra.ndt 
to Kersten. 

~-

3. JAOtter datl:n17£nrcih 21, 1945, from Brandt 
to Kersten. 

·~-- ·-____ -.:__.·-~----

4. Su:mlJmry from Union of Orth~dox Rabbi's of 
the United staten of America and canada, 
MontNux, Switzerland. 

5. Letter dated fil.arch 24, 1945, from. Kersten 
to Storch. 

6. Memorandum of questions presont~d to HillllBler 
by Keroten. 

It io respectfUlly l'equeated that copies of the abQ\re 
material be made sva1lable to the War Refugee Board.· 

.ll'Ue Ro;. 848 

ICO:met 

Roepectfally yours, 

~rsclfel_:V.-JOhliso·tt --- -- --------

In original to the Departm<?}1.1;i,, --, J,!rJ ·· ;> 0@ 
One copy to the War Refugeel ~ar!l 

-'··. 

i ··d'lkl.i!,',,ro· 
"\.'llf:li: BG\ 

\fE.-Ct-llXtJ DECLASSIFIE'D. 

·state Dept. Letter, i-11·'12 

~y R. 'H.Parks Date S [ p 2 T 1972. 

-,') 



P.noloaure NO. l to Despatch No. 5356 dated April 3, 1945, :t'l!'OI\l tllG ilmarioan Legation at Stockholm, Sweden. 

~. 

X!IE NA'i'IO!Vd, LKtdJER O.E' TEB SS 
(lJ Berlin SW II, ~~h 21, 194~ Prince Albert Street B 

l!"ield OoTlllllnnd .l?oat 
Dear t!r. K e r e t o n, 

l!'irnt of all, plet>.ee e.coept witl1 toone linoo my thanks for your viai t. 'l'hia t1rae ao Qlw9\YS I haVe boen glad when you owno unt'i with olt'l. friendship ple.eed you.:r gre~•t medical ckill at my diapoad. 

Dlll"ing ·too long yearn of our acq!AEdntanoeanip we haVe indeed diacussllld llUU'Jy problema, and your attitude was always thnt of th0 p)'qaioian who, remote from all politics, desires tl'm ~ood of the inclividaal human bain(j ancl of hwrumity aa a whole. 

You will be interented to know that during the cou.roo of the past three months ! have brought about the realization of 0.."1 id0a which we once dtsousood. nous~ 2, 700 Jewiell men, women and cbild.r&n were tQken to fiwitzer­land in two -trains •. IDh.te is, :tu e-ffeot1 the-oontinuation-··----~--------0~ the policy which mw collaborators and t have coneiatently ~d :for many yearo until the war and the rowlting :folly in the world ade it 1mpoGBible to ClU'J."l it out. You know, of oouroo, that I in the yenre 1936, -Yf, -~, -39 and -40, in collaboration with Jewiah American asaoo1at1ons created an em:lgr&tion. organisation which twlctioned vory frui:tful.ly. 'l'he two tminn wllioh t:h'V'elled into SWitzerland are the 1Btent1ona.l re~ion, despite ol.l dit'ficultieo, of this :fnU.Uul procedUre. 

hom a prisoners• camp at Ber&en-Belaen tlt..ere recently c~ the I'Wior that a typhua ep14em1c o:f larger proportiona had broken out. I :l.mmediatel.y sent the ttvGieniat o'£ the ss, Dr. ~ald, there with hie staff. I\ was a question o:f cases 1n the ea~Q or spotted typhus which uni'ortunatoly . oocu:rs very f'l'eque.ntly 8lliOng people from the Jt'!aat, but tho cases are to be .reprcled as W'lder control tllan.lw to the . best medloal and modern methode. 
_ . _ . I be.Ye the con.Yic:tion _that, lly e.lhatnati!t& .- ~~ -cleliagoSiem and 8tlper1'1cial1:tiee,. despite al.l· 41fterencee and in spite o:f ~-t.dOCLdl'_w()un~___M all_aides, ~..s.a«oa and l.oglo ~~MSt preyail• and at the at:lmO time the h'l.mlan ·heart and the epi.r:l:t of belp.t\llneo. 

It goo Without -.ying that l• Juat ae I have. clone throughout all the past years in iJOod times and bad• · sball 

gladly·. 
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gladly e:mm!no .requeete which you transmit or corar4Un1oate 
to me tn tho .b:wllaliitaria.n epharo, and, whenever it io a.t 
all_ possible, shall decide them generoWJl.y. 

llit.h ~ .hearty greetinss to your renpected, dear wi:te, to your Oh1ldren, a.11d eopeoially to you., 

With old attachment, 

Your 



,. 

EncloBlU'e No. 2 to Deopatoh No. 5'56 dated Apri.l 3, 1945, 
from tbe American Legation at Stoojtholm., Sweden. 

Personal CowU~ellor 
llra/H 

(1) Berlin rl~/ u. i&l.rob 21, 1945 
Prince Jubort Street a 

?!old Command Post 
Medical Gauneellor Felix Kersten 

Vary roat;>eoted, dear Mr. K e r s t e n, 

liogarding the memorMdum which you have givon 
me, I nhouJ.d like to assure you that the various tequesta 
aro being :favorably mtudied aa ordered by the Hntionol 
Leader of the ss. A definite pooit1vo roply ia, in View 
of the abort time av.!iil&ble before your departure, un­
fortunately no longer poooiblo. I Bhall oeo to it tha:t; 

th~ _P!'O~~n~ ~f'_ the_ <i.i,~<!_~nt points iiL<ttil"_l''i.ruLout_a,a ___ ~------
quiokly aa 1o at s.ll possible. I 8hall inform you. at once 

. of whatever decisions are roached after preoonta.tion by 
the National Lende:t.• of ·the ss. 

Hearty greetings, 
l.lwayc your 

{( SEAL )) 

P1eld Command Post 
National Leador of the SU 

{ aigne d n. Brandt 

SS-Btandard Leader 



Enoloau.ro Iro. ' to Deopa.tch no. 5356 dated April :;, 1945, 
~rom ~1e American Le&ation at Stockholm, Sweden. 

t!ATIOlV,J, M!:J\DEl~ •.ili' THE SS . 

Personal Counsellor 
Bra/a 

{1) Berlin sw 11, ~h 21, 1945 
.Prince Albcn:>t Street 8 

Field Co~~d Post 
Medical Counsellor Felix Kersten 

Worth,y and de&.r :Jr. K e r e t a n, 

I oa.n give you the vary walooma llCW6 tha:!; tho 
National Leador of tto ss intends to :f'alfill tho requeato 
which you exvresced a few days ego. 

As ooon as the Nor.wagiau painter, Heidar /Iulie, 
the Princess J et:Ul Sa.pioha and the Cou.ntest:l Erneat Fleu.riou, 
us well as the two &\vedish subjects Heinrich and Alexander 
Bondy arc free you will be informed. 

I hope that Y0.!4_!1ill _!lOt be~om~ ~ent aa ~ -----~--------:--­
reoult of the brief doleys oau.sed by tho teL'lporar.r situa-
tion. I shnll keep an eye on the acttlemont of this caee 
which ie being .hurrted along. 

At the etn!K'l tLoo I oan inf'orm you tbat the qu.ee:­
tion of Mr. T~odor Steltser ie being worked out with the 
purpose o:r obtaining for him a pardon soon. 

With friendly g:rooti!l8s, 
Yours vory olncel:elyp 

{( sgAL ;) 

( s:Lsned) R. B:mndt . 

sa-standard Leader 

i'ield Oommw-Poat 
National Leader o£ the SS 



oenolonu.re No. 4 to Despatch llo. 5'56 dated April :5, 1945, from the Amerioan Legation at StockhOlm, Sv.reden,. 

$uropoan Exco14t1ve 
Council 

Montreux, i>'wi tzerland 

Chairman: J. Jt~J~rnbuoh 

1. Letter from .Bundoapresident von Steiger oi' .Peoruary 20 in which ho expresses hie groc.;.t eatisf!ltction of tho auccesetul undertaldngs. 

2. Radio-ct.~blo containing extracts from ·t;ho Nen Yorit Poet, Week-1<-:nd P.YJ., Nor; York Timlila, describing tho arrival of 1,200 Jewa ttnd their e:Koellent condition. 
'· The most important pnpo1•o - New York Times, New York sun, world Telegram, st. Lol.lio Star, Det:roi t Ifews, Chicago Nsws,··etc. ~aro, in addition to tha-Amerioan-£.roadcaat-tng-·--·-------­system, bl>1.D$1ng news about the negot1o.tiono with llilmaler, the mass meetings in New York with thoueands o.pplau.diJJ8 with the urgent prayer for further efforto. Similar roaolu.tions in othel' towns of ·bhe U.s .A. 

4. The American papers publish the n8mes of the liber&t@d pereono who have been onva d tbrough t.be V aad .Haazalah ( lJJlion ot Orthodox Rabbia), and atate that f'u.rth&r ·tr~porta can . be expected every week, that l'iimmler mentioned that 700,000 Jews were still in Gemany, and tnat Switt(lei'land is prepared to receive thea. · · 
5. (a) In an of':f'icial sta:toment, issued on Fobrwu'y a in the Hew York 'J:imes, the neaotiations with Hitmalor are referred to and the paper declares that Dundeernt MDsy represents the I~tive <:ouneil o~ the Un1on of' Orthodox Rabbis of the" United States, that the oonM.Uon of the 1,200 persons wae excellent, and that similar art.ioles in other big American papera will follow. · · 

(b) voo<i Haazalah En.rsency Committee's ~liet Col'IDittee with ·the leading Rabbis Kotler and Kelunowitz cable ttiat the information about the 1,200 persons who have been saved lle.a made a great impression in. America. 
(c) Copy o£ a letter from Mr. ste:rn'lmoh to Bwldesrat . Mue7• N®£J about the 1,200 persons ia carried in more than 

i,ooo·paperu 

) l; 
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l.ooo papors in America. Clippingta Will be oent. I1oople 
will alternately be oent from other 08lllj,)s - first :from 
Bergen-Bel sen a l"olioll group of about :roo peraona, then 
Lithuanlano from Landsberg, than men and women from At.l&Witz. 

G. Cable ±)"'m New York of' lll}bruary 12 urginlJi further 
transports. 

7. Article regarding Goodm@p. 

--------------

-:! 

. .--:-t 



Enclosure No. 5 to Deapatoh No. 5356 dated April 3, 1945, :£ro.m the J'Ullerioan Legation at Stockholm, Sweden. 

l.t'ELIX Kk:liti:U~~I 

Medical Advioor 

Mr. !liletl StO:t'Ch 
~'Url!aWldll£{'1tP.n 10 
3took:bolm 

Dear r.tr. :_; 'G o r c h, 

St oc khol.m, lli'.I'Cil ~::4 , 194 !;> 
Linnogatan 0 
67 :54 13 

With reference to tl1c negotiationa oi' »Uu·cll ; thin year between ua and Mr. Ottokar von F.niericm before I le:ft for Gormany, I beg to aend you a short ~port on the results of my vnriou.e convoreatio~a with the Heloha­fillirar m; Himmler. 

You asked me a lot of quostio::-Ia in the cow.·a~ of ou.r oonveraa.tion, and in a mamorendwn you. lviahed to mnke clear the oru;m pointe 'to Mr. Himmler. 

A:fter having dioouseed each of these thinga with the Hoiohs:t'Ubrer l3S H1mrnlor, be haa tUTnngod n favorable investigation which you. will have seen in the lettor of March 21, 1945 add~e~ed to mo from bio Adjutant Brandt~ which lettor I gave to you. I rill let you lmow ru1 aqon ee :r lmow anything further ebout the defin:.t.to resolu:tiona. At thia time about 3501000 Jews are m1ppoood to be living in Gel'lllally. I have not disou.saod the g,ueation concerlling the eventual libet'ation of the s,ooo Jowo to Sweden who are in pooaeoeion of l 1s.lostine viooo beoau.se thie was not mentioned in your memorf.mdum• A reault 1n thie uw..tter maj~- __ _ be- favorable if the Swedish flove:mm~nt would undertake the necee;,ar,y otepa. I will personally do what I ean and will also aeaiet in tllis matter. 

Apart from the laet resolution on which we will have to wait. I believe that on account of the utteranoes made by Mr. Him.'1tJ.er, I Ofm s~ the following. 
~he diatri~tion of food parcels sent by you to the various camps, 1n oa~ea wl'JAJ:r0 'tbe ad4Nsseea are not to be found, will bo given to othor members af too O®PtH thus th~~~ p~rq_ela will reach Jewish mOOlbors o:f . the oruaps. Mr. Hit!llUer wao especially interested to know that the Jews arrived in Swi1asarland had statad this. I elr;;o believe 

that 

·., 

---- ---··------
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t!u-1t e(.mding of m<~dioiuea woul1j be .P0rm1ttod. 1 heve pe.r'liicularly &nil vory elaborately aonaidered with Mr. Hiromlor tha question of placing Jl!IWB in eapeoially arrtltJGCd O[t:upo, and have met a grt'lat underetnndil'lg. ~:heee evantual Cf.uape ohould gradually come under control of the Hod Cruse end thue tho treatmnt and foedinD of thooe people would be loft to the Hed Cross. 

A new invemtigation will look into the rna.tter of relo.osin& certain groups o:t' Jewo to Switzorlund or Sweden. I have discussed with :.w. Hilll!lll.er tho 11ct of sin8le peraone I received, mnd I do hope that I will soon be able ·to give you r, fnvort~blo re oly. At the sum.-;, tirae r wlatl to draw your f;'Ltent1ol1 to the fact tlw.i you your­self !!mnt nrre"-f1C the eventual t:nmeport. 

Concerning tho trcntmoot of Jews in ou,mpo, I be­lieve that thr:ro is a prospect of ootist'nctor,v i:,;provem!lnt. In my precence the HeichnfUhrer gave some orders in this reapect mH1 ! huv"' Berm the written spooi!il orde:x· onying that cruoltto:~ tmd the killin(r; o:f ,Jews are forbi<ldun. Decideo, he .haa claimed that eau.i tary oondUions should be 1ru.t U."ltlor f4 p~l!'Zaetnent control. 'fo what extant these meao'l,;l,l"es will wor:t out I can n.ot {~ive you. any ~$unr:mty, you will understrctnd. Herr h"i!<JL1lcr hrw called togethor olJ. the lenders of JewifJh cwnpa :for n moetin.g on March 24 in . oraerto glvo them new inet:rUcUons -hoWtO'treattneJEiWrl­in a hunwn W8Y. From now on Qnoh leader ot !~ cmnp v1ill be made reaponsible for the doath of any Jews, and has to report exactly !!:.bout the cause of deeth. The eventual re-11of ':Jf Jewo 1 us well a.a the above mentioned improvements in their tret!t!ll¢nt, 1vill be stopped the moment these measures are publishod in the world preoe and are told aa an exrunple of the weakMas of Gel'ntMY. 

It t~hou.ld not 'bo n~cooaoo-y f'or me to ~:tnt out that negotiations o.f this kind which r have had wi·th lir. Him.Jnl.cr, beoau.ee o:f the very delicate l.ll:.ltertal, and beOWUIO of' the rttm!Y atrong oont:tadiatoriea in Germany it"" aeli', and, not leaet,. because of the eventual possible utilisation of the material as propaganda., have had to be deel t with with the utmost caution end under th0 strongest , discniltion. The posi t1ve aacomplishmtmt of these reoolutions tal\V be de.Pendent on varloua oireu.l!Wte..noes over whioh we can not have any influence. Bl.lt one 'thing 1a certain, that all Olal' etf'orts ore condemned to 1'ailure it they ~ not handled with the lAtmoat dieoretion. It is also certain, however, that tlu'ough the negotiations we ~WJ geine<l time, 'l'tllich can be o£ tho &reateet i~portanoe as you will u.n4~rsttmd on the basis o:f your personal rea~ons. 

I wiGh to aae\U'O you that I am willing to completely eacrif'ico J111eelf' for those ~ortunatesas I have done already, for e~ple, i'or the filfJVen Swedish eng:lneel"B. as well as tor 

aev~ru 
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Jewinh .Pr0unda, whioh was not without :t'e!U" for l'l\YBal:f'. 
However, I OOlll:-tider it to bo my moral duty to help 
where· I can, n!ld so fn.r as I can afford 1 t. At laet I 
wiah to ini'OJ:'IU you that tho He!chaf'Uhrcr fJB Iillltlller, 0"1 
aooount of a propo.onl from me, ia prepE.tred to -diaout~o 
these quei:lti.:.o::w with you personally. 'H thout ha.ving 
w.bmi ttod t!lifil propoool for you., I could not l!IJ into the 
matter and would aak you ·to infol'lll me about your point 
of view in order that I oan undertake the neoossary steps. 

'.i'o 9Uill up, I .IUf.\Y say that eaoh of your I'roposnla 
has .rouu,J ooraplotc undH:ratandtne by Mr. l111wale.r·, and will 
be worked .;~ut individually, and that eerlit.Un improvements 
tdll be un<brta.ken, and that on the part of the Hoiohs­
fiUwo:t• o:f ss a readittesa to negotiate on tbeso qu.eattone 
eXists, and, wileu PO!laiblo, to solve the problonw. 



Bnolol'!I.U'e Ro. 6 to Despatch No. 5356 dated April :;, 19451 from the American Lo~etion at Stockholril, Sweden. 

)\{. i M o n A u D u_ M 

1. Food Jl&Ok'1ff• ll.ocently about 40,000 paokagen enoh contafiiins ~. S 08J'ama have been nont .from Sweden. In tl1ic oonnoction difficulties bavo ooourred for two reasons: 
a) Mistakes in the namo tags of the oooupanta of the vnrioue conaentro:tion Car.i;Js. 

b) The Anglo-Americana ro:f'u.sQ to penni t :fUrther shipments in larger amounts because the repreaenta• tivoo of the Red Crooo have no meflno of controllill(L the diatri~tion. 

It u.bould bo pointed out the. t acoordirtg to reports from tho latest grou.p of 2 • 700 persons who have been releaoed and who havo reaohed switzerland, the packages, in so fnr ao could be ascertained, reached the addroaeee•• 
It :La requested: 

1) That ponaission be received for the distribution to take place tbroUEll members of the swedish Hod Cross, and - - - --- -------------------

2) In so fur oo possible,. that lists (be provided) of the naraee or numbers o:t' the occupants of the indiVidual Ctt.1l!lS as well &e where their looaUon is. 
2. If representatives of the Swedish Ued Cross are given the posa1bility to visit the camps and to control the die­tribu.tion, aaeu:rnnce is made tbat supplies to the campo of food and clot.ooe, etc. will ~Mnw.oh exl!\P4eA, 
3. Tho freeing of the Jews from the concentration camp .Bergon-.Bslsen, near Hannover. The swedieh GoveJ'.I'.lment ie nogot1ating on this point. It concerns about ,,ooo people who have South American paesports. 

&'Upport in thiu matter is requeatod .. 

5. Where are the .Noraegtan Jew~? 

6. Are there Baltic Jews in Ge!"mMY? 

.. ,. Approximate ifti'ozuation concerning the present number of Jewe in a.~? 
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8. Numbor of Jew a in 't:hareaienstadt? 

9. ?thoro ax·o the other cu.unpa and whHt is tho- number of 
ooou.pnnts in tho individual oam.pn'l' 

10. The :treeiilg tor travel to Swd.e:n of the following 
individuala io requesteda 

1) Habbi eamu.el from Oslo. 

2) lJt·. Hobert Stricker, Thorooienstadt. 

:5 J I~lieoor Grunbaum., who a few taontho ago was in 
the coiwentration OL'I.'llP Jawiszowioa, in Uppe.z- Bileste.. 
Poal'.libl.e information oonceming hie whoreaboute. 

4) . Dr. (of medicinta~) Hel'1'nlruln IdelsoJm from Riga, 
previously entiroly frQe because of special service 
rendered during the evacuation of Ri{Ka, brought to 
Germany. Poaaible infol'lttation ooncorning hie prerJo.nt 
whereabouts. 

11. Uequ.est is agdn :wade fur the freeinB of larger groupo 
of Jewa. Their internment until the end of the war und\'Jr 
the control and guarru·ttee of tlw Swodieh stat0 can l>e pro-_ 
vided, if this ba abeolutely aBtHtntial. ·· 

Julius :&:!rum, and wife, 1'hereeienstadt 
Ratlmusrrtnsee. 29 

---·--------





To: Mrs. Klotz 

From: Miss Hodel 

I am s~re that Secretary Morgentha~ 

will be interested in seeing the attached cable 
--- ----

which has J~st been received from Sweden. 

)b@{II .. ,;,, .. { t-... ><,-

FH:rh 4/2/46_ 





QEPARTMENT 
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STATE 
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INCOMING 
TELEGRAM 

DIVISION OF 
\...£NTRAL SERVICES 

TELEGRAPH SECTION 

GcT-1837 
Ho 11araphras E 
nEcEssary. ( ...... 

SEcrEtary of StatE, 

~.in shins ton •. 

1235, ,.pril 3, 8 p.m. 
X 

Stockholm 

DatEd ~pril 3, 19~5 

REcld 8:30p.m. 

~
DEPARTMENT-OF STATE 

11n Tl'"~~~- rwan lJ U d.lts~ ~fUr 

riith rEfErEncE my 1186 of ;-:arch 28, 8 p.:n. rE.::;arclins 

KErstEn ahd RimmlEr mattEr, HillEl Storch of L0cal ~crld 

JEwish CcncrEss wishEs thE follrwin3 mEssneE to bE 

dElivErEd to ·.lisE, Goldmann [tnc1 Tartakc'!Er cf 'Jorlc1 

.JEwish Conr:;rEss. ThE British LEcation has rEcEiv.:t' 

o. similar mEssaeE to bE tl"m;smittEd t<.:> L:ndon, o.nc~ 

Dritish LEsation has fcrwar~Ed it to British ForEi~n 

OfficE withcut rEcommEndation ns to whEthEr mEssa:·;E 

-------- -s-'lBcl±G----13&---d Eli v Er td. i,cc.:rc1inc;ly a parnphras E cf 

/ 

pPopos Ed mEssac;E is hErEwith quotEd -cto DEpartmEnt 

uithout commEnt EXcEpt that rJE. arE not in a position 
. . . 

to- c cnf'-irnf-tha-t SwEdish l~orEir:;n OfficE nnd Count DErnndott E 

arE ur:_:;in13 that Storch '~o t0 DErlin ~,-

nHnvE confErrEd with D-_ctor I'~ErstEn Ylho rEprEsEnts 

himsElf to bE: Himm1Er·1 s ;:rivatE doctor o.hd who is said 

to havE c;rEat influEncE \'lith HiminlEro: .. I am nEsotiatinQ; 

rE::;arc~ii1g rElEasE and CESSI:!.tion JOUrdErs ::'.iJd pErnissibn 

bEttEr 

I>Ect,AssiFIEo 
State Dept: Letter, 1'11-72 

By R. H. Parks riateS £ P 2 7 1972 
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BErlin v1ith lEttEr from IUmmlEr and rElatEd that RimmlEr 

promisEd t·::; considEr our C~EsirEs sympathEtically~ .. lso 

prE~arEd rElEasE about tEn thousand JEws to SwEdEn or 

SwitzErland. I am invitEd togEthEr with KErstEn to 

procEEd to GErmany for nEc-;otiations with HimmlF.r anc1 

~avE bEEn promisEd frEE conduct. SwEdish ForEiJD OfficE 

dEcidEd pErmit EntrancE of thE 10,000 JEws also assistancE 

riith tl'ansport. SnEdish l"orEicn OfficE finds my jou"·nEy 
•· 

ir.1portant Count BErnadettE who today dEpartEd .SErlin 

to nEcotintE concErnin~ intErnEd fiVE thousand Danish 

Eicht thousand NorwEGians nill also nE~otiatE rEcardinc 

our quEstion but hE also considErEd I nust dEfinitEly 

:;o BErlin. KErst ED d Eclo.r Ed hE sup;·ios Es HimmlEr• uishts 

procurE alibi. This must bE t~EatEd with JrEntEst·sEcrEci 

bEcausE RimmlEr dEclarEd if this appEnrs in prEss ~~nd, 
~.· 

is intErprEtEd as ViEalmEss on part GErmo.ny hE .will rEt£tlintf 

SEnding you thEsE lEttErs thro'lGh <hlEricnn MinistEr Johnson. 

CablE urc;Ently our opinionii. 

Should thErE bE any substancE to th'E: allE;_;Ed promisE 

confirmation from ForEign OfficE thht thE s•Edish 

GovEr~mEnt will do EVErythinc; possiblE t~ brinG this 
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::r~ up to SwEdEn. 

Storch hn8 nlsc rEquEstEd thnt thE fcllowinc 

supplEmEntal mEsSG':;E bE clElivErEL~ to thE ,;, rld ;rEnish 

Cc:·n::;rEss. 

"HnvE nftEr cnrEful considEration with ProfEssor 

C:hrEnprEis in orcEr [pin timE r:nsvJErEd KErstEn thnt t nm 

prE~nrEd t~ ~o BErlin with him simultanEously rEquEstEd 

him do nll in ordEr thnt promisEs rEcnrcinc bEttEr 

tNntmEnt JEw$ will bE kEpt. ForEi,c;n OfficE 6(:\risES 

t~nt SwEdish GcvErnmEnt is prEpnrEd t: rEndEr nll possiblE 

nssistc.ncE so thnt numbEr c•f .JEv/s tc• bE rEcEiVEd will 

n·:·tbE curtnllE·u, unfortunntEly, hrv;EVEr, thE trnnsp·rt 

quEstion is vEry difficult 11
• 

JOHJoTS01·! 





M.4R 31 1945 

Dear Dr. Goldmann: 

Through the American Eabass,, London, Dr. 
Zelmanovits, who has Just returned to London troa a 
mission to Sweden, has requested that ~he following 
information be transmitted to you: · 

BegoUaUons are continuing for the release 
ot Jews. It is contemplated that the question of 
compensation in the tora of blankets and olothlns 
tor boabed out German c1¥111ans might arlee. Bo 
details oonoern1ng such a proposal are available. 
Dtt. Zel11a.noT1ts e~gge~ts tha_~,_ s_hould_JUlOh a...:.pr.o­
posa1 be agreed to, use might be made of clothing 
permitted to go to Bergenbelsen for Jewish in• 
ternees. Swe41sh clrolee expect detailed otter 
in the near future. Dr. Zelmanovite further re­
ports that Count Bernadotte succeeded 1n obtaining 
German appro¥al for the establlsbaent near Weiaar 
ot a special camp tor Danish and Norwegian c1v111an 
internees. The camp will be UDder the protection 
of the Swedish Red Cross. Swed1~ busses delivering 
ae41oinee and tood are stated to be operating 1n 
Gera&DJ al41ag Danish and lorweg1an internees. 
Dr. Zel•anowlta suggests \hat a proposal be aade 
to Geraanr, through the neutral sovernmente aDd 
the InteraaUonal Re4 Cross, staUng that the 
Swedlah GoYernaeDt or the Swedish Red Cross would 
be·will1Dg to cooperate in a siailar plan des1gaed 
to help Jews. · Dr. Zelaanowlte is of tbe opinion 
that Swedish busses in Geraanr could be aa4e 
available aa4 he suggests that the areas near 
Lubeck and the Swiss frontier be designated tor 
Swedish proteotecl Jewish oaaps. Be also aek1 
that the establlabaeot of Jewish areas under tbe 
proteoUoa ot the Sve41sb or lnternationai Reel 
Croea be taken into conUderation during .anr 
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negotiations with SHAEF regarding the exclusion 
of certain places from oomb1ng. 

For your information, the foregoing message 
was also sent on from London to Dr. Reig~er 1n Geneva. 
I am sure you will regard the message as strictly con­
fidential. 

Dr. Nahum Goldmann, 
World Jewish Congress, 
1834 Broadway, 
New York 23, N. Y. 

FH:hd. 3/30/46 

Ve~y t~uly yours, 

H'!.am 0 ''DwY01' 
(SlgnaO.) Vii •; 

W1ll1am O'Dwyer 
Executive Di~eotor 
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FOR NRB 

' 

Reo 1 d ll: 26 p. o. 

Zelmanovi ts of \vorld Jeuish C_ongre!3_El_London has 

; . / 
/'···.­.... ~..,~/',. 

recently returned from mission to Sweden regarding rescue 
I 

measures. He reports that negotiations are continuing 

for the release of Je1•1s; that there might Rrise the 

question of compensation by delivering blankets .<~nd 

\ 
./ 

clothing to bombed out German civilian l)Q~Julrr tion; 

and that so far detqils as to amount o.:r clothing qre 

' not available. He states that .. such ·Clothing delivery 

might bo regarded- as i•dvc-mcod relief to Gormari ciyilie.n 

population claiming thP.t Allies 1·1ill h2.ve to t<tke c'iro 

of such ~Jopula tion ctfter occuj.1ation of Germany. He­

sug~:;osts that should Allies :o.greo to such compensation 

usc coulc1 partly be made of clothing crhich Nas permitted 

I 
to go to Borgen-Belsen for Jm·Tish internees. He adds 

that S1vedish circles expect c1etc;_ilec1 off_er reg8.:rding 

- · ccint.JJnsB:t:ton 
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com~onsation in near futuro. 
I 

Zolmanovits states further that Count Bernadette 

succeeded in obtaining German approval for establishment 

near Ueimar of special camp for Danish C>.nd Norwegian 

civilie.n internees under protc:ction and administration 
I 

Sl•redish Red Cross ~rhich delivers medicine and fo'od and 

that SNedish buses and personnel are alre:01.dy operating 

in Germany concentr'l.ting 2.t ce.mp Danish o.nd Norl"legian 

civilian internees from El.llparts of Germany.---He-requcsts 

that sir;Jilar proposrl.l regarding J .:n·rs should be made 

imrJodi~tely to Germany throuch ncutr".l governments and 

Intercross stating thq.t S1•rodish Government and Swedish 

Reel Cross qre willing to cooperate in thc_plan. He bolicvcE 

th0.t S1·redish buses in Germnny could be mndc aVA-ilable 

-~.ncl sugc;csts that t~JO areas, one nee.r Lubeck Hnd one 

near tho Swiss frontier, should be designated for ~~ ~\ 

, \~ ~\ s,cdieh protected Jm<ieh oarnpe. He aOke that the 

§ ~\ ostabl.i~hm~nt .of J~wish. :prot:_ctl.· on. areas.-. u.n~·e·r.·p. rote.·ction 
·i ~~ of s,vcdlsh or Intercross bo u-Edcen 1nto_ consJ.derati·on 

.-, . . I ' . 
~.during probable negotiations by SHAEF regarding 

_ __]exclusion of certain plEtces ·from borabing. 
- - - . 

Zolmanovi ts requests tlnt substanco of foregoing 

be transmitted to 

DECLASSJ.FIED 
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By R. H. p;:k. Date SEP z·, 1972-



I 

-3-i/3207, March 28, 6 p.m., from London 

/(ibo transmitted to Nahum Goldmann of Norld Jewish Congrcs s, 

If Novr York City. 

,· Foregoing message repeated to Bern for information 
----------·-·----·-------·--------··--------~~-----

of 1"TRB ~!'...Q . .lli?.l!:tJ'\tJYe. .. and.-a.:f' ... .Ger.ar.dJi~_Qg.!}.g~~---·~7 Qu~--.... -r~-----
:·Tilson Geneva \{or~d-l!2"lo!i_~~-~.?~gx_~§.§~-&Bfl-ta-ti-ve. 

'TINANT 

HJF 
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X 

DatEd llfarch 28, 1945 

REc 1d 9:12 a.~~, 29th 

CONTRUL COPY 

As rEportEd in our 876 of March 7, noon to 

DEpartmEnt (No, 129 for Vlar REfugEE Board) FElix KErstEn 

wEnt to BErlin in Early l.Iarch to rEndEr cErtain mEdical 

attEntion to RimmlEr. Prior to his dEparturE cErtain 

individuals hErE providEd him with thE mnnorandum of 

quEstions to bE raisEd concErning thE status of Jsws in 

GErmany •. ThEsE quEstions includEd thE followine; points: 

(A) AssurancEs that food packagEs to JEVIS in 

GErman concEntration camps wErEactually rEaching 

dEstination; 

(B) PErmission to havE futurE: distribution of .. food 

packagEs from SwEdEn to bE supErvisEd by Swtdish REd 

Cross; 

(C) NumbEr of JEws ncmtly. in GErmady, brokEn 

down by numbEr and location of Each cnmp and data a.s to 

thE nationality of such Jq1s; 
-~ (, f 1' 

.U) 

(D) QuEstion 
DECLASSIFIED 
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(D) QuEstion of Eig)lt various catEgoriEs of JEws, 

such as thosE with South AmErican passports (prEsEntly. 

undEr nEgotiation by SwEdish GovErnmEnt); 

(E) GEnEral quEstion of frEEing largEr groups of 

JEws against appropriatE [!UarantEEs 'of transportation 

and support. 
vV 

KErstEn has nor rEturnEd to Stockholm and hcs 

prEsEntEd a rathEr incrEdiblE account of his discussions 

with RimmlEr which arE prEsEntEd bElow without commEnt •. 

HE statEd that at prEsEnt thErE arE about 3501 000 

JEws in GErmany. HE addEd that 8 1 000 of thEm havE 

PalEstinE visas and probably would bE rElEasEd if SviEd:Ush 

GovErnmEnt took apprbpriatE stEps in thE mattEr~ HE 

statEs that RimmlEr ExprEssEd a most syml)athEtic intErEst 

in JEwish problEms, mEntioningspEeificGlly thE fo lloning: 

(A) RimmlEr was EspEcially intErE:st["d to knov1 that 
<• •• - -· ;t 

thE 2
1
700 JEws arrivEd in SwitzErland and whEthE/ this 

group had commEntEd favorably upon thE dElivEry of food 

packagEs; 

(B) RimmlEr VIas rEcEptivE to thE idEa of placing 

JEws in spEcially arran[Ed :Rrd Cross ci:tmps with thE 

admitlistration complEtEly undEr thE jurisdl.ction of thE 

REd Cross.; 

(C ) 
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(C) RimmlEr callEd a mEEting of all JE\Iish camp 

a:.l.ministrators for March 24 in ordEr to GiVE strict 

ordErs for thE improvEd trEatmEnt of JEvls hErEaftEr. 

Thi.s will includE thE instruction th3t Each c3mp lEadEr 

hErEaftEr will bE hEld strictly accountablE for thE 

dEath of any JEw in his ca~p and will bE rE~lirEd to filE 

a full rEport of circut:JstancEs undErlying any Sl.lCh dEo.th. 

KErstEn addEd that, in his prEsEncE, HimulEr dictatEd 

cErtain ordErs concErning thE nEcEssity of iuprovEd 

sanitary conditions in JEwish concEntration camps; 

(D) HitmlEr ExprEssEd a willingnEss to rEcEiVE at 

oncE a spEcial Enissary fron SVIEdEn to discuss 11ith 

hiu pErsonall:~r thE JEwish problEt:J, 'Ihis wo.s advallCEd 

with particular rEfErEncE to a statElEss JEY! of I.atv'io.n 

origin (Storch, local rEprEsEntativE~of ~orld JEwish 

CongrEss) who has bEEn LEgation 1 s intErmEdiary in SE'TEra 1 

contacts of siwilar naturE; and 

- -
(E) Emphasis was plncEd on thE tmfortunatE r<:sults 

in casE thESE discussions WErE USEd by-thE -AlliEi:"r as 

propaganda to portray GErman WEaknEss" It was addEd that 

bEcausE of thE dElicatE naturE of thE discussions as wEl,l 

as rathEr wEll-known 1:1ixEd fEElings in GtrDEny with rEspEct 
- - . . 

to JEws, thE EntirE mattEr most urgEntly must bE hiHldlEd 

ni th thE 
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with thE grEatEst discrEtion~ 

KErstEn has madE a va i lab lE tv10 Extra ord ina:t'y 

documEnts. ThE first, on official SS stationEry and 

purportEdly sign Ed by Himr.tlEr, rEads as follov1s in 

translation: 

11
DEar r:lr KErstEn, First of all plEasE accEpt r1ith 

thESE linEs t:Jy thanks for your visit, This timE, aa 

nlv1ays, I haVE bEEn glad vJhEn you camE and with old 

friEndship placEd your grEat mEdical skill at my disposal. 

During tllE long yc:trs of our acquaintancEship WE 

havE indEEd discussEd r.mny problEms and your attitudE was 

always that of thE physician who, rEt:10tE from all politics, 

dEsirEs thE good of thE individual human bEing and of 

humanity as a r.'holE. · 

You Vlill bE intErEstEd to knoVI ilia t during thE coursE 

of thE past thrEE months I haVE brought abO.l t thE rmli-, 

za tion of an idEe. v1h ich VIE oncE discuss td. Roughly 2, 700 

JEvJish mEn, womEn and childrEn WErE tctl'rEn to SwitzErliH::td 

in tvJO trains. This is in EffEct thE continuation of thE 

policy vthich my collaborators and I ba VE. con:;listEntly 

pursuEd for many yEars until thE war nnd thE rEsulting 

folly in thE world maclE it impossiblE to carry it out. 

You know,. of coursE, .. tho.t I in thE yEars 19361 '37, '3B, 

'39,and 1 4Q,. 

.·<, 
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139, and 140
1 

in collaboration with JEVIishAmErican 

associations, crEatEd an Emigration organization v1hich 

functionEd vr.ry fruitfully. ThE two trains •uhich 

travElEd into SvlitzErland arE thE intEntional rEsumption, 

dEspitE all difficultiEs, of this fruitful procEdurE. 

From n prisonErs cGmp at BErgEn BEls En thErE 

rEcEntly camE thE rumor tbu t a typhus EpidEmic of largEr 

proportions had brokEn out. I immEdiatEly s mt thE 

hygiEnist of thE SR, Dr. Mrugrov1ski 1 thErE with his 

staff. It was a quEstion of casEs in thE car.1p of spottEd 

typhus which unfortunatEly occurs VEry frEquEntly among 

pEoplE from thE East, but thE casEs arE to bE rEgardEd as 

undEr control, thanks to thE bEst mEdical e~nd modErn 

mEthods. 

I havE thE conviction that, by Eliminating 

dEmogogism and supErficialitiEs~ dEspitE all diffErEncEs 

and in spitE of nost bloody wounds on all sidEs, \::isdom 

and logic must prEvail and at thE snmE timE·· thE human· 

hEart and thE spirit of hElpfulnEss. 

It goEs without saying that, just as I havE donE 

tl:r:.. ughout all thE past yEars in go bd t;itiiEs and bad, I 

shall gladly ExaminE rEquEsts which you transmit or 

communicAtE to mE in thE humanitarian sphErE and,. 

WhEnEVEr 

,'-J'' 
·"-.... 
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ghEnEvEr it is at all possiblE, shall dEcidE thEm 

gEnErously. 

~ith my hEarty grEEtings to your rEspEctEd dEar wifE, 

to your childrEn and ESpEcially to yoy., with old attach-

.mEnt, your (signEd) H. Himm1Er. 11 

ThE sEcond, also on SS HEadquartErs stationEry and 

s i,zn Ed by Hirm;JlE r• s e.d jutan t, R, BrQnd t, rwds in part 

(in translation) as follows: 

11 VJorthy and DEar Mr ICErstm, I can givE you thE 

VEry WElcomE DEWS that thE REichfuhrEr-SS intEnds to 

fulfill thE rEquEsts which you ExprEsSEd a fEw days 

ago. 11 

I am forwarding photostatic copiEs of .thE docmaEnts 

in quEstion undEr sEcrEt dEspatch. ThE quEstion of con­

tinuing indirEct contacts of· this nat.urE is onE rEgarding 

which I, as hErEtoforE, would apprEciatE urgE:nt instruc­

tions from thE DEpartumt and Vfar REfugEE Board si neE 

OlsEn and I arE in agrEEmEnt that such dis.cussions arE 

nr>t without dangEr.·· In thE past thE principal mErit o(, 
. . \ 

. . 

thEsE discussions has bEEn thE timE-gaining factor but 

thE tEmpo of thE we.r as VIE 11 as thE lEVEl to which this I 

\ 

approach has rEachEd sugt:;Est strongiy that a basic policy 

and appropriatE instructions arE now most urgEnt. ThErE 

is al~o 

.·~ 
~- .. 
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is f.\lso thE quEstion of \'lhEthEr Storch should bE pErJ;JittEd 

to go to BErlin. WE arE of thE opinion basEd on our -----------------
pErsonal kno\'llEdgE of Storch's capabilitiEs that it would 
--------·-·---~·-·6~-·~~--·---·--·--···""""'''-·-.,·----·-·---.. ···-···. 
bE ~ost un\'lisE for him to go unl~ss accompaniEd by a top-

flight nEutr~l thoroughly convErsant with thEsE problEms 

\'lho could dor.1inatE thE discussions• This is apart from 

thE ovEr-all quEstion of VlhEthEr any such discuosions 

should bE hEld at allo 

JOHNSON 

JT 
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rRolU A!Mu•1c~an J..egaUon, llern, 

'1'01 Seore1>··l'1 of iit.~to, Wo.ehlngton 

l.)r,·n.lH ltsroh t2, 1945 

biUMIH:RI l '12'7 

IH UHGE.NT 

McClelland unds the following for C'Dwyer, ,'ilRH, and t.be 
Dept<rtmen t. 

l '!'f!fiJJr her<Jtd\h to the l.egaUon'e hlt)g.c>o.r.ul of MIH'Oh fl 
and March 21, Noo. 1401 und 1687 a-eepecUvely. 

lt hv~a I.Ul1'ortunv tely not b&fln poadble for me ~o rapor~ 
soonel" on rea~ltn of reoen' d1ao~es1one with Gerrr~n ~utho~1t1ea 
by loRe Pro~1dent Burokha~t- baonuse of illness. 

Burokhnvd' tlre' met. \fUb. Kaltenbrunner ot !lS on Maron 12 
in the Vorarlbe~ rmg1on b~'ween 8w1eo border and Innsbruo&. A 
pesoecnd letter wu Bent by IUm11ler d~Ung that he WM pravente4 
bJ m1Utar.Y duties from baing ~:~rea~nt and deleg~Ung to Xalten-
tlrunner full power. · 

On M!!rch 13 aonvertutUons w•u·~ oont1ruutd 1n KJ.>euz.lingftn, 
3wihf.!rland, with. Kaltenba-IUltltU• plv.e H"rber Dlreator of Ford&n 
Vol1t1oal Inat1tutt of For•tgn M1Dle~r1, an& W1ndeoke of Gorman _ 
FD, and or1 Mal'th 14 wUh Berber alone . 1n ~urlob. _ For a oat -
montbt now Btutber .bu oeen 1ft Gw1tul'lan4 and l!tppearm to be one 
ot Rlbbentrop 1 o apeo1al oontnot;mtn. -

" The 11a1n oonoeu1on obt.a1De4 trom su, ee BloU"Qbal'dt ex}llA1ne4 
the mAttier&, 11 poNbalon foro delegattte ot· lORe 'o be 
at~t1one4 1n nll ••Jor oampe tor bD\b •aenu\~haeftllnge• (aM) 
and P0\!16 t.o ~UPJti'Vbe p&reoDAll1 dbtr.lt.uttone ot reuer. ss 
la1d down one ooruU\1on vllieh was \bat au.oh repreaentaUvea ot 
lCRC no' o1ra6llUe ptU't1ov.lDI'11 J~;aoJr. and ·tonb 'o Sv1tzerlan4 
bu.\ thU the7 H•o.ln 1n \hose OQipe unUl thtt en4 ot the war. 
Slllot'J oerbi.Q aWJbere ot rtH are •t!ling wol'ke4 ln war ln4'lUl'1e-., 
thls res,r1ct1ca 1e pr~ewaabl1 oa 'h• groua4e of m111tarr · 
eeour1ty1 

on tbe 2lat ot M•roh, hfttha.l"U · ot IORO reporte4 to •• 
that the oho1oe ot appropr1ate 4elega\es tor 1i!Uule cup pone 
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was belns aot1ve17 pursued by the oomml,tee, ~nd they vlll be deapatobed an rap1417 ae posalbla into Uerman1. 
Thera te w1lllngn&8$ on the par' ot VG \o allow 4el1ver1eR ot ro11P.f ot all 1l)'J)flll by tru.ok or other (!HIHHHl ot t.ransoort to "'" 9H 1rrespec~1ve ot nat1onal1tr or raoe. It waa requented by :.lS that ~ny auoll l"!!l1et d1nr1bu\1on should bo OQnauctecl 418-o:re<:·tly, espeoblly any r•uer ghen \o mlu•gnine; oolu.!Jins alQna the roMe, 1n 'fhw of 41tt1o~&lUea Qf' food 6lU'Mllf dtuaUcm tor th~ Germ~ns the~oel'fe&. 

~:1th rnal,)eot to evaouation of l,lfl, fi.nal4e\.a:.l.lt.d 4HAtJ:~ol'1-zat.1otl cov~rlng spoo1t1o ptu•sorut whom ICRO will be perm1tt.f94 to evaount~ hna not been Qbtalned from Berlin ac yet. ~lthough tbo :.:s ttgroed 1n prino1ple to allow the f!Xit ot women, ohll<lren, olderly ~na 111 peoplo 1rrenpeot1ve of rcl1s1o~ or raoe. ftfi answer 1~ expeoted uy lORC oy the 26th or 21th of Mavoh. 
lt w1u1 euggutad by n'-roknardt ot lOHO tba t., 1n vs.&lil or dang!!lr of $pproaohlng front, 1nlllat.eo or woDJeA 1G oonoentrat1on oamp ot Revenubru•ok be among tho f1Pst e'faoua~ed. Tb1e oamp 1n loo~te4 on the ma1n hlghwa7 to Ne~ot•el1ta Approx1ma~ely 70 Kllomet~rt north of Berlin and oonta1na at least 30 1 000 women of prtnoipallT Hungarian (Jew1•h), ~ol1sb, No~w~slan, 

Belg1~n, Oteoh, D~toh, Frenoh, Russian and oth~r nat1onnl1t1ee, and it lA definitely one or the bad oamps. 
It wae atated by tbe Qenane thiat transpor\e.UI)n for eAJ suoh evae\.iatlons would no\ be aupplled bJ thera. Oontu,quentlJ, 1t 1e pla~ned bJ lORO to ut111ae ~oturnlng POW relief truoka, although thls w.Ul be a d1tt1ouU aM. lnailtqua\e method ot effctoUng evaouaUon, etpeo1ally peraona whoare 111. 
The use bJ lCRO to.- evaoueee of parcel eh1pe re\Lll'nifts from Luebeok to Gotebora wa1 ao~ ravoret bT \he Ge~na who etetet that ~heat watere w•re tiU.oklt Mlrattd and \hat th•t 414 not ~ish to be held r••pone1blt tor stAking &ft7 ehlpa loa4e6 with eYaoueas. 

'tire pose1bUUy of sendiftg nanltary blooltecl train to Rnvenabrueok troa Switzerland 1f and when t1nnl author1&at1on tor \he eYaouat1on ot this oamp 1e given bJ the Ge~ana ·. 1a et1ll be1ns d1aoueeed whh tiD Bwiu au\horU1ee bJ. 10R6, al Uloup "'• Swlte al't both rebotaut to release aueh trane­port equ1Pilent aad doubt that train oould ae\ throu.- ua4er __ the_pruent ohaollo a\tate of <kti'IUn ra1lrol4• vhloh are bela& oonstan\lJ b0aue4. 

...:_;., .· 
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i'iit.h l"Oflpcot. to the queat1on ot evnouat.1on of ;)ft in 
general !'l.n atto'llpt Wlils msde by Kal.tenbrunrutr to create tile 
1mpreso1on that :::a h0d really been only r.n ex&a,.~uve orgtin 
tiu•oughout the PtHt yer.~.re of uuua nrrest.s and. dnpo:r\1!\tion of 
oiv111ane to Gern;an,y from ooou]:>.1ed OOWlt.rlu and ~S would be 
w1ll1n~ t.·~ allow uaelese :JH to leave Germany now tl'w.t. foOd 
an4 housing Sitl.llttlon till8 growlng d1ft1oult Witllln tll~o.t'r.lany. 

"'•'"···-t;"·-··' 

lt aopettr.!l that lliU"o)lke..:'d t ot lOne 1e wo.rh l.ng on some 
npeobl aoheme tor evaour.tlon or t'renob ;~fi who are t.o be 
e.lrc.tha.nged for llerrMH> o1v1lhtHl held b~ the :P'Nmoh ( 1 t.~nderetamt 
mainly Ual\iJ.o Germ11n~ taken ln i•lsaoe r~a;1on oy r.lle fl'elloh). 
It .h roportecl t;h~t l"l•t:mob. nut.norltiea ore 0r.apaz•ed to turnlsh 
100 truolto to OFJ.1n'Y ou. t t!l1f! pltw. 

Ae ooon ae information rega.rdlng identity of t·1rot !i.l"8ot~pa of Ml whose evaoue tlon will Of! parmi tt.ed by the G1!l'lll1'!.1'16 1 
obt.ninad frol'!l liJRO, l w1ll r<~nort to wtm promt,tly. 

In sul'!lm 1ng up, Wazo Re fl.l(iSIHJ no a rd os.n o on tribute to th 1a 
double relief snd evacuation prograr~ mo~at otfeot1vely by (l) 
obtaining a~ r.utny t1ree and \ruckn u posP.1ble, end (2) or~vniz­
ing t:tnd pbo1ng into operl';tion m.eoh&nillo ff>r evacunting from 
ttw1het>l~n~ ~uoh qn g!'oupe who may a.rr!v~ herfll ruu1 1'/!;.o ru-e nor•­
repn triabb 1n ,gurope for i:.he time b!l' lng. 



~-
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lioit tho e'V'l'CI.HW!'l to ceJ't~·ln nc·tionrli t:1.er., for reroonn ~!1:..1ch 

rro not cle!'l'. t:hiUO'l'i;; 

t:l:il.l: i;.i.lV : !{\} 
3/14/46 

U'L'J.;.'l'·.i'll':C.Uw 
(GffiV) 
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I\ei'e1~nce your No. l:'f76 of March 7, 1945. Dorartment D nrl Board an•:rt•c!n te 

l'tloei v!ng this r·erort and request the. t you continue to c:xy..lore the 111 tua tion 

and !Hlv!se·· of significant dt'velopmentiJ. It is underf!tood thn.t Ol!ien Vlill be 

guid< d by Legation with retSpeot to meetings with any p(lrr;ons lllloh tw Fritz 

Hesse. 

For your inforra.<Jtion f.~cClolland hnr< Rdviecod D0pn:rtnKnt and Board t.hat 

burckharr!t of Intcroroes ie now in Germany to dil!ouaa questton of nli.S to 

unarsimilnted personr• nnd question of rclt'lat:e end )omovnl of r•hyn:lcally unfit 

from G, :rmany. In th:i r:: cotmection t.!cCleJ.1and f'urth• r advitceE> 1 

"On March 3 IC:F>C wae: officially :i.nformed by :he Gov«rnmont of 
Germany tlwt that Government non agreed to the e:xit from Germr~llY of 
elderly J eople t women and children, of Nordic e:l:traction or ruo tionali­
tieet and of Frenc):llll!ltlonality, who were unflUiLed l'l.ll lnboror~-1. It 
is not cle11r whetli'-'l' the Nazis includo Jews among the people of Fr·ench 
nation.'llity. A )'romiea Via£ mo.de mr' by fA.u·ckhardt tllllt he will try to 
secure the xelen!'e o:f Jewa nl:l well within any national [(roup H' the 
Gt!1'111!'.ne desil·e to limit, tJ1e evncueee to certPin llllt:lonalities, for 
reaeons which nre not c1Htr. 11 

THIS IS \'iRB S~'OCKHOli1 NO. 3.30 

5:15 ~ . .am. 
ll~arch 13 , 1945 

Miss Cba:uncey (for the Sec'y), ~. 'lila., DUBois, Gastg_n_, Hod~ 
·p 7 ., .. liicCormack, 0' Dwyer, Files. 

FH :hd 3/12/45 
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American Legation, Bern 

deoretary of State, washington 

l~aroh a, 1946 

1481 
:>.· 

a a 
The following message from McCle.!.la.nd for WRB and the 

\ 

DeparLment is transmitted, 

Please refer to cable from the ])apartment dated l.''ebruary 

23 No, 819 and cable from the !.egat.ion dated l4arch 2 £1o. 13'!5, 

It was revealed by a oonversr tion on ~4a.rch 6 with 

Burckhardt of ICRC that Him;;tler has now made Known his willing­

ness to meet on March 10, ll or 12 with Burckhardt. 'fherefore, 

accompanied by Bachmlmh, his oersona.l secretary, Burckhar<tt 

will definitely le:we on March 8th or 9th for Germany; 'I'hese 

conversations will be with the sa exclusively, chiefly 

Kaltenorunner and Himmler himself. Bta.tement was made by the 

intermedie.ry who extended the B:3 invitation that he had been 

directed to 1Jltorm Burckhardt that' Hitler himself might be 

p!"eeent at a part ot the discussions, the Fuhrer's health 

permitting. 

The foregoing pe.ragraph is for the atriotly confJ.den tial 

information of WR8 e.nd the Department. 

It is the plan or Burckhardt to raise the entire qu.eation 

of relief to all categories of Sohu.t:&haettlinge and to prisoners 

of war, regardless. ot their religion, race or natl,()nal1ty. 
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Especially there was brought up the release and r~moval of 

physically unfit people. 

On l•laroh 3 lCRC was officially informed in this oonneQtion 

by the Government of Germany that that Govez•nment no~i agreed to 

the ex1 t from Get'many of elderly people, ~rwmen r,nd children, 

of Nordic extraction or nationalities, and of F'rench nat;1ons.l1ty, 

who were unsuited as laborers~ It is'; not clear whether the 

Nazis include. Je\vs a.raon(£ t.~s ~·eo .. le of F'r'3nch n&tionality. 

A promise 't!as mnde me by '~ul'ckhc.rdt that he v.ill try to secure 

the relea.s": of Je\;s r>::- '"ell ·~.ithin n.ny nRtional group if the 

Germans denire to limit th? eVE•.cueer, to certein nationalities, 

for reasons which are not clear. 

Twenty-five truclct:t with t'uel sncl prit•oners of 'war parcels 

left 8\'Iitzerland 'fon Germany on the 7th of Narch accordine, to 

the plan reported in our !lies sage No. 1ZA5. Permission for the 

entry of as many trucks a.s lORd '>'Jishes for prisoners of' wal' 

relief has now been granted by the Germe.ns OKw. Whether this 

authorization includes trucks carrying relief to Schutzhaeftlinge. 

is not clesr. On this point l~urakhardt ~Jill mvke an effort 

to ob~ain favorable decision. 

At the present time the number of trucks potentially 

ava1la.L>le in Switzerland to IORC (*) program for POI'IS, not to 

mention Schutzhaettlinge. end l!-lso would be insufficient 1f the 

Nazisagreed to allow the removal of any considerable number of 

Sohutzhaeftlinge from Germany. ICRO ha·s, in all. 50 CaiiadiEm 

truaks, of only three ~tons capacity, find 48 United States trucks 

of from seven -t"o-e-tght--tons~oapaoi ty":. 

1 u.nders tand , 

,·_· ... 



I understand that SHAEF h$0 now agreed to furnish fuel, not 

for transport relief to unasaimilated groups b11t only for trans-

porting relief to prisoners of war; you might desire to ts.Ke up 

with the 1~sr Department this mutter. 

There is a possibility that we may be confronted suddenly ~ 

with a maJor technical and transport problem if the Germans 

agree to release a large number of Sohutzha.eftlinge (who might 

conceivably Hmount to several tens of thol.lsands) following the 

negotiations of Burckhardt. Under present condit1o~s it is 

:nost unlikely that the 3w1ss will be able or willing to send 

rail~1ay trains to Germany to get such evacuees, or that the 

Germans will be able or •~1lling to transport them to the bwiss 

border. 

At the present time I am working on the problem of trans­

porting our 60,000 WRB parcels to unassimil~ted groups in 

Germany through the ICHL! Division or Special Assistance and 

through private Swiss trl.lcking conoerns. I1' tires can be 

furnished from the 011tside, .or at the very least, . their 

replacement within a short and definite time limit can be 

guaranteed, there is a slight poaa1b1lity' of seauring five ~o 

eight wood-burning trucks. An average of ten heavy duty tires 

and two sparea per truck must be estimated. 

With reference to the entry of nev< and larger gro1.1ps, of 

ref1.1gees lCRG 1vas assured by von Steiger, President of Confederation 

that to the limit of its poas1b111tiee Switzerland, in principle, 

would admit s~o~ groups. 

HARRISON 

(*)Apparent omiss1on-ver1t1oationreqllested. 
DQ/LILCWalEM 3/10/46. 
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Secretary br State, 

~~~' shinr_::ton, 

87 6, Pnr ch 7, Noon ( S:GCTI 01'-T 0?!3 OJ' T':/0) 

On tho basis of stc.toncnts made by certain 

im:Jortcmt Gormens witt: whoEl Olson has in<~iroct con-

tact, a real possibility nppoers to exist that within 
------·-----------·-----~---·-

tho next two weeks or so the G-ermans me7 malco a 
--· --~~·---··------· .. ·---·-·--..._..,...,..~,.. .. ~-.·~t<~~~•..-..--.~ .... -~,..._-~...,~ ,.,_..,_...,_..~-------a~~ .. ,~. ·-----

fo.nto.stic offer _vtith rCSlJOCt to JcvlS in German con-
' ... -----~-~~·--. .,-~~-------~-~--;>··----·· •·;·--· 

contra tion camps, 'This offer is nothing loss than tho 
----:--·--------·-~--p-.....~---· 

llb-~~o.tion of nll such Jews except those ong::t~oc~ ip. 

vi tal war effort. From thr_oe separate Gormo.n sources 

hero Olsen has been inforrnoc.~ ·-that ,the Gorinaris are 

laying [rounclwork t<J provo· trw. t tl~o ~Yholesnlo nKlssacro 

of Jews hac1 not been co.rriod out .. by tho Germans. but 

by crimina-l elements in tho occupicd~eoun:tries thomo.. 

s'olves, In order to emphasize this point .it appectrs 

thnt accorcline:; to stetcmonts made to Olsen, .the 

German authorities o.re preparing to take tho position 

tlmt_they are not in~_rest_ed _inJmeping tho Jews_ .. in 

~-
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-2-;:~876, March 7, Noon (SEC'I'ION ONE OF T\10) from Stockholm. 

German concentration camps any longer, that in fact it 

has been a nuisance required for security reasons, and 

tba t they are prepared' to Pele~~-~---~b-!?X!L@.<;L.P.E?_rmJ.:LJehi3.11L --------··--------.,_-------···--·- -

to leave Germany if some neutral organization such as the 
••·-•-· -----~·-··--· ·--·--·--.. . ...... -. ·-:····~ ··~~~ •·• ··-• ---~-, ._-.-.··•-•·•c..-•·•~•>-·•-·-"-·--'n•.- ~~.-~ 

Swedish Red Cross viill provide the necessary tr:~?:~i?oPt::J._t_~_o_l!:.~ 

The foll?wing are Olsen•s sources of information: 

One., Dr. I(erstner, German masseur living in Stoclcholm 
,--------- ·--·--· --·· 

and first heard of when he joined Rimmler during hi~ stA.y 

in Helsinki. He has attended Rimmler for several years 

and is not considered pro .. Nazi in local circles. ICePstner 

states that ever since last October there has been con-

siderable dispute within the German High cc;nnmand as to tiJ.e 

policy to be followed with respect to Jews. 'l'he severe 

attitude of General Daluge, Hirnmler• s right-hand man, 

seemed to prevail, but Kersi:;ner states that Daluge has now 

become entirely incapacitated as a syphilitic and paralytic 

and has been confined to a sanatoriwn. Before leaving 

for Berlin this weelc, he s·i:;a ted fJ,a~ly that the Germans 

are now willing to release the Jews. He.made refeperice 

to sevepe friction between Rimmler arid Ribbentrop, a:nd 

Hirnmlerl s ef'forts to pemove the lat_ter from all influential 

posts. He also reported great controversy bet\·ieen Hivler 

and Hinm1ler but that the latter remains completely and 

devoutly!3ubservient to Hitler, even though Hitler, 

according 



-3-i~·B76 1 March 7, Noon (SECTim: ONE OF T\'/0). from Stoclcholm. 

according to Kerstner, is at present a serious mental case, 

Tno. Fritz Hesse, said to be an influential member 

of the German Foreign Office nho recently arrived here 
_______ _...---~---·-~--- ... ---.~-- ..... -k • .,.. ___ .,.._..,._,._~ ___ K _______ ,.....,.. •• ..-..-.......... 

from Berlin and has permission to stay until Thursday. 

Shortly after his arrival he made connection wi'ch Olsen's 

interm.ediary in previous discuss ions with the Germans on 

Jewish problems, and asked l_Iim to con;e over and taJJc 

with him at the Grand Hotel. 

JOHNSON 

JT 
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___________ _-=1:_:loc r c1 3: 00 P_.m, 

Secretary of State 

rlo.shir:c;ton . 

8'76, v.:arch 7, noon (SECTION TWO) 

Rosso sk .. tod thcct his since;rity rrnd reliability 

could be confirmed by o.n intornntionally known 

Jew nmaod F'reccoriclc Kuh, who, ho suicc, vms in 

London. Ho then macL tho ca tocorical stu t-:nncnt 

that tho Gorman authorities aro pro~arod to rcloo.so 

tho Jews provided a bo.sis cun bo found of v10rking 

out all rolatod problems. Ho ovac1oc1 questions as to 

what tho Germans would bo likely to ask in return, 

but tho dofini to im~Jrossion vms gninod that Rosso-

was also interested in o;~ploring Vlar iJolitics. 

A H~!2.-.lEsl.-~c1 whothor: a Jne;_pt:i,n.g ... \<.QJllcL.b.o., 

~ arranged ~tq,_ 01~!]-..,_QJJ,.t ac1do~l tl'la t ho would cqinnnini-

co.to fUrther on that point later, 

Throd, Dr. Klaus, Stockholm roprosento.tivo of 

Dr. Kleist, who has huon contacted froqueirtly in the 

past on those matters, Klaus states that Kleist, 

known 

DECLASSIFIED 
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By .R. H. Parka Date~ 2 7 
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known to bo an intimate of Himnlor'sJ will return 

to Stockholm f'rom Berlin in a few days, He states 

that Kleist has completed his discussions with tho 

Gorman authorities and that tho prospects arc strong 

that tho GorTians will agree to the roloaso of all 

(repent all) Jews in Gorman concentration camps. 

Klaus emphasizes that tho basis of roloaso will not 

be similar to that whereby certain Jews roc..:ntly 

arrived in Switzerland from Borgen Bolson, which 

Klaus describes as nothing more than a ransom pro-

position, Klaus states that Kleist's negotiations 

with tho Gorman authorities have boon oxclU:sivoly 

on a humanitarian basis, but he is unable or un-

willing to elaborate further. 

Olson considers that thoro is a peculiar pattern 

of similm;oi ty in tho foregoing discussions and that 

somothine; rather subshmtial !hay be brewing. He is 

exploring tho situation carefully: and v10ulc~ appreciate 

- . - . 

Those discussions nne~ tho numos of inc1ividuals 

involved have boon ·brought to tho attention of 

Ehgzoll of tho Swedish F-oreign Office who is ruther 

optimistic of tho prospect of' those nbgotiutbns 

resulting 
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resulting in o. t loo.s:t o. few thouso.nc'_ Jews bc.ing 

brought to snfoty in Swedon. 

(mm OF MESS;,GE) 

JOHNSON 

JT 
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FOR WRB FROM MCCLELLr.ND 

. i DEpqrtqEnt's 343~, O~to~Er ~ and 3609, OctobEr 23 • 

Many thanks for tt:eE two wirEs.. IntErEsting 
I"" 

inforr,wtion containEd in thEm concErning Nazi nEgotiations 

in SHEdEn has bEEn most valuablE Hnd rEVEElling. 

Saly MayEr's nEgoti~tionB last rEportEd on in 

Lq;ction 1 s 6619, OctobEr 5, havE again rEachEd a 

crj_tical and difficult stagE with arrival in SvritzE:t.'lEt;nc.l. 
\ I"" 

on novEmbEr 1, of dElEgation consisting o:f KasztnErbiEiitz 

2.ncl. tvm SS mEn, Although it will bE illlpos~i blE 0eo stc~ll 
o.1K ·oluff much longEr this may afford an opportunity t0 

ch"ivE homE to J)Jazis tl-: inEvit<,blE fatE which e.uaits thEr.l 

as rEsult of thEir continuEd ruthlEssnEss·. Also e.ny SEEds. 

of diLHiEnt which can bE sown in thEir rEu1ks will bE plc.ntEd 

ThEir hand as nEgotiators has bEEn conBidErHbly uEakEnEd 

~JY rEcEnt happEnings in HungEtry a;;d Slovakia, 

HARRISON 

:·rFS 
--. DECU.SSII•'IED .. 
State Dept. Letter,l:ll·72 

By i.H. Park_s Date u-sE p 2 7 





ORIGINAL TEXT o:r TELEGRAM SENT 

FROM; Secretary of State, Washington 

TO; American Legation, Bern 

DATE; 

NUMBER: 

October !:!3, 1944 
X 

3609 

For McClelland. 
nr ni 

~.''tf\NT. ROL CO.PY t;.~.~ . . 

With reference to Department's 3436 ot October 6, \'IR1! 1s 200, the 
following is the substance of a cable sent on October 14 by .Amlegation, 
Stockholm, to Department. 

Q,UOTE Storch has info:rmed us that Klelat during his recent visit 
to Stockholm made the following statements: (l) It is impossible 
to blzy' releese of Jews in Germ~ with money. (2) His real mis­
sion here was to negotiate release of the iOO,OOO Estonians on 
Osel and to arrange for their entry into Sweden. (3) He was to 
take up on his return to :Berlin general subject of release of Jewa. 
He claims Swedes had put pressure on him to do something for the 
Jews and he expectsd·to have some measure.~f sucoees in Berlin as 
he wished to do the Swedes a favor. 

(4) He claimed that in a recent Berlin meeting on the general 
subject of treatment of Jews following poi.nts were discussed: A. 
All Jews should be treated kindly now and endeavor made to nrove · 
to the world that they had never been abused, the idea bei~ that 
surviving Jews who would be treated kindly would speak u;p for the 
Germane after the war. :B. Remaining Jews shoul,d all be killed. 
'l'hia point was turned down. C. . As the Germane cannot expect the 
.Allies to treat them ~ better than they ~hemaelves have treated 
the Jews or the inhabi ta-n·h of occupied countries the Germane must 
work out some plan other than A or :B above, hence they are now aonZ 
sidering the use of Jews' as hostages. Be claimed in thili connection 
the Germane have.-llOt killed remaining Lithuanian Jews as once .in­
tended bUt have taken them to work on Eailt Pruaaian fortification• 
and are reserving them for possible use as hostages. 

Five-. Kleist 1s expected back here ~ d~ and hopes to have 
concrete plans to present before a conference consisting of Oount 
:Bernardotte, Professor Ehi-enpiits;}Ste~ch.;? ~ .Austrian represents- -
tive. · 



··~· .. 

2. 

Storch feels Kleist wants to conve,y impression at least he 
tried to do the Jews a.favor so he m91 gain favor in Allied eyes. 
Storch wishes Iver Olson in London to get in touch with Mr. 
Easterman or some o ther official of the World Jewish Oongress 
there as he feels that organization is not clearly informed of 
the negotiations taking place here regarding the Jews. UNQ.UOTE 

This is 1\'RB cable to :Bern No. zgS. 

HULL 



GABLE TO !oUNLST.l!.h tilUUL..SOll JJUJ l&cCLELLAND, BliliN, SWI'J:Zl!.RLAliD 

r:ith ,-,;i'~_,;n(;e L·J L,ei-'~-::Cmer·r. 1 • )436 .}.[' Odobr;r 6, \':f.Eir;, <.00
1 

the follow.ir.g is tne substance of " cable sent on October 14 by Amlegation, 
Stockholm, to Department. 

CUOTE Storch l.;"~' iul<.Ji'l..cd u~ t:.~t Klele:t durine; i1is recent visit 
to St.ockhola mado the following otatementss (1) It is impossible 
to hu,y relea.oe of Jews in Germany with money. (?..) His renl 
r.li!'sion here wa~< to negotiatfl l'f-lea~:>e of thE! 1001000 Estonians on 
Or-Fl rma to nrrnng(l for their entry into sweden. (3)' Ho YlltG to 
take uv on lliu nturn to Berlin. c;eneral subject of r~lease of .Jews. 
He claims Swedes had put pre::>sure on him to <io something for the 
Jcwa end be expected to have some measure of auooesa in Berlin u.s 
h~;> wished to do the Swedes 11 i'&.vor. 

(4) Hu cl;.imt:d th:;,t in b. r·cctmt Berlin meeting on the general 
nubject of t.r·et.tmont of JC>IVS following points were diaousc;ed: A, All 
Jews sluuld be tn:-ated kindly noY. :.:.nti endeavor JiWO.e to prove to the 
wox·ld toot they had never bc;en abusod, the idee. being til<.\t surviving 
Jews who w;;uld. be tr•:f.tf.•d kinuly would apoak up for the Germana e.fter 
the wat·, B. Heme.ining Jews should all be killed. This point was 
turned down. c. f.<: tno;; G0rmt.n1- cunnot expect the Allies to treat 
them any better than they themaclvec-; h~ve treated tho Jei\'S or the 
inhabitunts Jf occupied countl'ies t.hf, Germans must work out some plan 
other than A or B above, hencl' they are now considering t.he use of 
Jews as hostages. He clairned in this connection i:.he Germans have not 
killed remaining L:i. thUB.llien Jews tt!'> once intended but have . taken them 
t.o work on Ee~t P!'li;1flian fortificotions and are. rr,et>rving them for 
possible us~ as hostages. 

Five. Kleist is expected back here any dny and hopes to have 
concrete plans to present before a conference consisting of Count 
Bernardott•e 1 l'rofessor l!.brenprtii<• 1 :>ton:h find Austdtm representuUve.; 

Storch feels. Kleist war1ts to co:.n··>y impression t<.t leaet he tried 
to do ttc Jews a f11.vor ~;o he.. rnJty eain fervor in All:ted eyea. Storch 
w:tahe11 I-.rc-r Jhon in Lorulon to get in touch with fir.,. EaatfJri!;C~,n or some 
other of.ficie.l of the \'lorld Jewif;h Congress there· aa he feels t}Jat orgard,za­
tion is not, clef~rly itlformed ol: the negotiations taidng place he~e r-
gu~oing the Jew~. UNQUOTE -

THIS IS 'llRB CA13I.B. TO ·URI NO. 228. 
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~·· Storch has informed us that Kleist (sec; last 
q{ 

paragraph our 854 iffiB) during his recent viei t to 

Stockholm 'lle>.de the following statements: (1) It is 

impossible to buy release of Je•rs in Germany with money. 

(2) His real mission here was to negotiate release of 

the 100,000 Estonians on Osel and to arrange for their 

entry into Sw·eden. (3) He ~'las to take up on his 

return to Berlin general subject of release of J mvs, 

He· claims S\~Jedes had put pressure on him to do sor:1ething 

for the Jews El.nd he expected t'o have some measure of 

success in Berlin as he wished .to do the Swedeu a 

favor. 

(•1) He claimed that in a recent Berlin meeting 

on the general subject of. treatment •of J.ew·s follb~·rlng 

:::::;. ·:::8a:: s:::::::r ~:d·~0:·~ ·l~;r~r~:-~~:eb:o:::p·:::t .. 
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--2-, #4187, October 14, 10 a. m, ~SECTI011! OI\E OF T;.fO\ from 
Stockholm 

surviving Je'•'S 'vho would be treated ldndly would speak 

up for the Germans after the war, B. Remaining Je1.,rs 

should all be killed, This point 1.,ras turned dow·h; 

C. As the Germans cannot ex;ect the Allies to treat 

then any better than they themselves have tre;ated the 

J ows or the inh?.bi tc>nts of occupied countries thn Germans 

must tvork out sone plan other than A or B a.bove, hencie 

they are now considering the use of Jews as hostagesi 

He claimed in this connection the Germans hove not 

killed remaining Lithuanian Jews. 

JI:-iS 
1VliB 

JOHNSON 
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as was cnce intended but have ,-taken them to v.rork· ott East 

Prussian fortifications and are reserving them for 

possible use as hostages. 

Five. Kleist is expected back here any day and 

hopes to have concrete plans to present. before a 

conference consisting of Count Bernardotte, Professor 

Ehren Preis, Storch <md AustrH.n representative. 

Storch feels Kleist wants to convey impression. 

at least. he tried to do the Jet-m a favor so he may 
]--

gain favor in Allied eyes. Storch -w:ishes Iver Olson 

in London -to get in touch with lv.lr,- Easterma:h or. some 

other official of the \>lorld Je1..rish Congress there as 

he feels that organization is not clearly informedof 

the negotiations takil'lgplace here regarding the Jews. 

(END OF lviESSAGE.) ----

JOHNSON . DECLASSIFIED _ 
Stat7 Dept. Lette~, 1·11·72 

By -- ---~---~--~L--~~--~~~--~~----~-------~--~-~~~~~~~~~-·~~~~~~--~~~ 





F'l!Ol! I 

TOr 

:\eorotary of fltnte, ';\oah1ngton 
I 

American Ltagation, Born 

Ootobar 61 19JJ. 

3436 )< 

-·. 

Olson advLoeo us thnt you ilnvu oeltod him to aupply dotn1le ro dio­

cuaaiono ulth Gorfllano in .sweden on poesib111ty of ruscu1ng Jewu in :·~urop&. 

In vio\t ot stookholm•n lnok of communication with Born, Ola.'m hns asked 

us t.o r<lpout:. tho following cableu to you. 

(Haru tuko in 3tookholm•.o No. 2362 o£ Juna 281 3tockholra•a t{o • .:u.ltJ 

of ,Tuly 3, Stockholr11' a ~lo. 2621 o£ July 15.) 

Depart.rnont' a 3196 o! September l6 oontainud latout inforw1t1on 011 thio 

matter. 

In a vary ruoent r<fport to the Hoard, Olsen hno lltntod tho tollouing 

which •!!flY alao be of interuat. to yout 

----- ---·----

11 nll nvn1luble chnrutda wi..l.l, aa they hnvo in tho past, be uaed to_ 

toroat;nll turt.h~tr maasi!AH'oa in eaot Pruunia and Pol!:tnd, altho~ah 'lftf. are. 

extremely posoimistie that r.1110h can be accomplished ainrto the oont¥1cta 

we hew had in the pnot. are not abl~ to exert. any infiuunoo upon t.he 

severe m1litnry control preuent1y being mnint&ined by' thtt Oemana over 

auch !IU\t.tars. .'i'hi"eate o! ruprisalu are rnenning.leaa to t.hia ·group and 

it uwy be rutsW4ed that ahould any [ll'Cpoaals tp.t~~~y\i~ ~orthcoW.ng .· ·. 
\ ,,~ m~.l. . -

through Uebt or otJier intemediarioa for the C".erwma, &lloh proposals . . . . , , . u·; . 
_- ·!: \~~ 0\ ;. ' !!!:!! 
\~I) 



will undoubted~ involve totully unacceptable military impliontioua. 

wo ara pushing theeo nagotiationB au strongly aa poslliblc ntwortholuea, 

aimply to stall f'o1• timo." 

t 
1'HI~i IS WRB CM3Lj•: TO rnmu NO. 200. 

,. 

HULL 

~-, 



CABLE TO HARRISON, BRRN, FOR Y::CLEI.LAND FROM WflR REFUGEP. BOARD 

Olean advisee us that you have asked him to supply details re.dia­

ousaions with Germans in Sweden on poss1bll1t.;r of rescuing Jaws in Europe. 

In view of St~okholm 1 e lack of communication with Bern, Olsen has asked 

us to repeat the following oablea to you. 

f.Rero take in Stockholm's No. 2362 of June 28, Stockholm's 

llo. 2419 of July J, Stockholm's No. 2621 of July 15, and 

Stockholm's J605 of September ll.:J 

In a very reoont report to the Board, Olsen has stated the following 

which may also be of interest to you, 

" All available channels will, as they have in the past, be used to 

forestall further massacres in east Prussia and Poland, although we are 

extremely pessimistic that much- can bellocOIIplished since the contacts 

we have had in the past are not able to exert AnT influence upoQ the severe 

m111tary control presently being maintBined by the Germans over such 

matters. Threats of reprisals are meaningless to this group and 1t may be 

assumed that should an;r proposal.& ultilllllteq be.· t'orthoollling through . Kleist. 

or other intermediaries .for the aer.mans,. auoh propohl.a will undoubtedly 

involve totalJ.T unacceptable lllilitary i.llplicationa. We are puabing these · ··· 

negotiations as strongly as posatble nevertheless, simPl;r to. stall f()r tU.." 

TIIIS IS W:itB CABJ,g TO BERN NO. 2GO 

4:00 p.m. 
October 4, 1944 

Miss chauncey (for. the Sec'y) Abrahamson, Cohn) DuBois, FI:iedmari; Hodel, 
Laughlin, Lesser, Mannon, McCormack, nles 

~J.!thd 10/t./1 • .4 
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3:crEtsry_of S~atE, 

· .nshin:_:to11, 

y 
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)< 
T;ns Is ou11 85 ::10::1 ·:rm 

iicClEllanc1 has .:c.::;':Ec~ OlsEn to sup)ly c!E t:-<ils 

l,E~;c:rdin: o.ny discus.siol!::J H~.th GErr11cns in SnEt1En on 

thE possi~j.lity of rEccuin: JE~s in Ett~opE. In viED 

o:L om' lncl;: of codE co.-:Lttnic:,tion \'lith ::JErn plEasE 
S-f ,~-c t, ft,t (_ ll, ' { 

rEpeat in safE codE to ~cClclland our 11, 15, 52 nnd 
S~+c UJ k ... ~ccll '( ,.; ........ · 

CO for ~.-R:2 (LE0ation 1 s 23G2, JunE 28, 2-~19 1 .Jul~-- u, 

2021, J·ul:·/ 15 and 3GC;fs, SEptEn1~JEr 11 l~E:s;:JEctivEl:T). 

~aEist ts ExpEctcc~ LJ~c~: hErE i.n a uEE~~ or- so iJEins 

'!r'ESEl1tly in ~'3Erlin, ~'JhilE ;1£ has stat£c' that ~lE E::cpECts 

to bc in a position to adv2ncE concrEtE proposals HE arE 

' not at eill optimi.stic 'cl1at thE riill haVE: 2n~ctl1il'i:~. :n'acttcablE 

or accE~tablE to Offer, 

JOHFSOlT 

JLS i'?L 

CONT-ROL COPY 
DECLASSIFIEn 

. State Dept, Letter, 1-11;72 
• · ·. · ... SFP 2? 

ByR:JtParks Date~ 
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ORIGINAL TEXT OF TELEGRAM SENT 

FROM: Secretary of State, Washington 

TO& American ~egation, Bern. 

DATED: September 16, .1944 

3196 

CABLE TO MINISTER HARRISON AND l~CCLELLAND. 

The follo\~ing is the substance o'f a communication received 
from Minister Johnson and Olsen in Stockholm: · 

~OTE A German group consisting of Boening, Kleist and Klause 
have recently renewed their approaches ~ith respect to freeing 
Baltic Je1~s against 2,ooo,ooo Swedish kronor of civilian relief 
supplies for Gorman bombed,...out population and a conc'rete proposal 
allegedly will be advanced this ~eek with Berlin approval. In 
the meantime it is stated the German authorities have issued 
strict orders to stop further Jewish p·ersecutions in the Baltic 
countries. 

We are also advised that Boening returned to Germany for 
miliatry service but was immediately .released and sent to Bern. 
It is possible that he is involved in some of the German 
negotiations in Switzerland with respect to Je~1s, particularly 
Hungarian. Believe it highly desirable that there be a close 
interchange of information as to any such negotiations. UN~OTE 

THIS IS \'lRB CABJ;.E TO BERN NO. 172. 

h"ULL 

Miss Chauncey (For the Sec'y) Abrahamson~ Akzin, Oohn, llu13ois. Drury, ' · 
Friedman1 Gaston, Hodel, Laughlin, Lesser, llianncm, Narks, HcCormack, 
Pehle, Sargoy, Standish, Weinstein, Cable Control Files. 
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REc 1 d 3:10 a.~., 12th 

SEcrEtary of StatE, 

v~ashington. 

3~5, SEptEmbEr 11, 10 p.m. 

~Erman group mEntionEd in our 

for ~~RB (LEgation 1 s 2362 of Jum 28, 10 p.m.; 2419 July 

3, noon and 2621 of July 15, 10 a.m,) havE rEcEntly 

rEnEwEd thEir approachEs with rEspEct to frEEing Baltic 

JEws against 2,000,000 SwEdish kronor of civilian rEliEf 

suppliEs for GErman bombEd-out pOP,ulation and a concrEtE 

proposal allEgEdly will bE advancEd this WEEk with BErlin 

approval. In thE mEantimE it is statEd thE GErman 

authoritiEs havE issuEd strict ordErs.to stop :furthEr 

JEwish pErsEcutions in thE .daltic countriEs. 

WE arE also advisEd that Bo[ning rEturmd to 

GErmany for military sErvicE but was immidiatEly 

rElEasEd and sEnt to .bErn. It is possiqlE that hE is 

involvEd in somE of thE GErman nEgotiations inPwitzEr­

land with rEspEct to Jtws, particularly Hungarian. 

- BE-IrEvTTt--higllly dEsi-rablE: thu-t'-thtrt~bE'--a--c-loosr-'-intEcr..;~·-· ----~--­

changE of information as to eny such m:g0tiations. This 

is our n\unbEr 80 for WRB. 

JMS 
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Dear .!lr. Warren, 

BRITISH EMBASSY 

WASHINGTON 8, DoC. 

18th July, 1944. 

I enclose herein a copy of a personal message which His 
Majesty's Ambassador at Moscow has been instructed to hand 
to M. MOlotov. His Majesty's Ambassador was to show this 
message, before delivering it, to his United States colleague,/ 
an~ to explain that the reason for this action was that the 
suggestion was pressed on His Majesty's Government with 
particular earnestness by high and responsible Jewish circles 
here. 

I also enclose, for your information, a paraphrase of 
a telegram from His Majesty's Ambassador at Stockholm about 
the approach made through the Swedish channel. 

llr. G. Warren, 
Department of State 

of the United states, 
WAfHINGTON, D.C. 

Yours sincerely, 

K. I. POA.TE 

-~----~ -- .,__ 

/ 

DECLASSI. FlED J3 , tf$ h . 
- t of rr -By Authorl Y 

~11 -t. 4eltqv-f-W\1 1-\4 -?~ f 

o ? nate. SfP 2 7 J9n By 1\ j\r:_ - . 
--~----- ------·-- ---------
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PARAPHRASE OF TELEGRAJl RECEIVED F'ROil 
HIS MAJESTY'S .IIINISTER AT STOCKHOldf 
___ ~F-~t~ !!_tJ!!~ _!.9_14 ______ _ 

The acting Secretary General believes that Kleist's activities 

are directly inspired by Himmler whose opposition to Ribbentrop is 

so strong that the mere fact that Ribbentrop refused to allow 

Estonia 11Swedesn to take refuge in Sweden was enough to cause Himmler 

to arrange for it. Himmler detests both Terboven and Quisling and is 

no doubt responsible for maintaining Dr. Best in Copenhagen even after 

the loss of German prestige produced by last week's successful strike 

there. Himmler is known to favour a friendly policy towards Sweden 

whereas Hitler and Ribbentrop are violently anti-swedish. Assarson 

thinks that Kleist ls offer to barter Baltic Jf!IPfs against Red Cross 

supplies of beds, chairs, etc., for bombed out Germans aims both at 

increasing Himmler's popularity in bombed Germari C:i.ties and at gaining 

credit for himself in Sweden and elsewhere for. more humane policy 

towards the Jews. 'l'his is no doubt With an ~ to sar ing his own 

skin later. 

-----------------
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Secretary of State 

Washington 

2621, July 15, 10 a.m. (SECTION -ONE) 

~ollovJing supplcr.wnts Loga tion Is 211~ &f July 3, 

noon and Logo.tionls 2362 of Juno 28, 10 p.m~ o.nd is 

our no. 52 fop War nofugoo Board in response to 

inquiries ro.is'?d in n;:m -~5 (Department Is 1365 of 

July 11, 8 p.m~ 

o.. Olson's discussion with Boening developed 

no question of :fino.nciul consideration, simply 

hmnani tarian exchun!So such us certain relief supplies 

to Germo.nyts bombed-out civilians •. It may be that 

eventually tho ·question will be raised of I'oinunoration 

to Boening, Kleist and ICluusc for arranging tho matter 

but oven that is disclaimed by theta at this stage 

since they uro playing heavily thoir'hmnunitariun 

sympathies. 

b. Our best information obtained from Lo.tviun 

refugees is tho.t tho~ .. a:re only 3200 Jews in Latvian 
\ 

concentration camps at tho present time. Most of' 

those 



-,-t·_ ... 
~· .... .la 

~}~-, ;,'2621 1 Ju1-;- lG 1 10 o..r">-. (.SECTION ONE):' i'ro1:1 Stocl~ho1m 

those uro stc.tod to be Latvir.ns o.1thrmc;h thoro nrc 

a ?ovr GorHo.n o.nd Contro.l European Jous. 

JOH:iiSO:T 

Ll!S 

-- --------.--·-·--- -~ -·---~--
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Rcc'd 11:57 n,m. 

2621, July 15, 10 n.D. (SECTION T./0) 

nnc1 accordinc; to rEports by AndErsEn, upproxino.tcly 50 

1\mcrican ond British JE\IS. 

(C) T1.1E C~l.u:stion of SElEcting EVGCUEES diSniJpEUrEd 

--------i--n-thE lc.st d_iscuscion ,sine E bc..sis of discussion r/8.S 

Evncuo.tion of all JE\'Is in LD.tvian concEntrntj_on co.r.1ps. 

(D) It rms undn'stood th:--. t cvo.cuation could 

probably bE ·carriEd otct by SrJEdish REd Cross in SY/Ec1ish 

VESSEls. 

(E) Throughout thE various discussions durinc; 

Ylhich thE GErmans sllift::d from one consideration to 

1:motl1Er, it wc.s constantly EmphasizEd by OnEninc; th::d~ no 

dElivery of thE considerations ngrEEd upon would bE 

nEe Essary until thE JEr/s hc.d arrivEd in SW.EclElh 

ThE guo.ro.ntEEs of thE Swedish ForE:ign Office, 

j;JEntionEd in LEGC'.t;iof1ls no. 2362 WErE not taEntioru;d in 

finul discu~niori o.nd prEsutio.bly- Vff-:rE abandon-Ed :in -fo..vor 

of ;1roposc.ls ,_,;ith J.'cspcct ·to SuEdish REd Crosn ,-~cntionEd 

in LEgn tion r s 

DECLASSIFIED 
State Dept. Letter, .1•11·72 -· 

By H. H. Parks .uu•A>.:.:;;:....::;;; 



.. 2.. #2621, July 151 10 o..m. (SECTION 'J.'i,"VO) from Stockholm. 

in LEgation's 2419, It is rEpEnt'Ed thc.t thE bnsis of 

thEsE discussions lw.s shiftEd from onE -cons-id-&vn-t-ion---tO-----------

c.nothEr1 -'l'l'. 

JOHNSON 

JT Ll.IS 

/ 

---------- --------
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and probably niJl bo subject to other revisions if 

furthoP discussions nrc hold. ;',t present time, 

hov10vor, conoicLrn·cion ndvo.ncod for rolonso or~ 

Lntvinn Jo·;m is tho.t involving Swedish Roc1 CPoss~ 

Flill raise tha nattor with Svrodish Rod Cposs along 

lines suge;osted in mm ·15 but believe that it is tho 

typo of Pl'oposnl that cnn bo discussed only rrith 

Count Folko Borno.dotto, chnirmm, who is temporarily 

away on vacation. No time will be lost b:~ deferring 

c'iscussiona until his l'oturn since both Kleist and 

Booning nro in Berlin nnd won't be bo.ck.for n nook. 

Will endeavor to obtain additional details 

regarding Kl-:Jist, Boening nnd Klnuso. Tho first 

tvro nrc snid to bo well known to Count Bornndotto . 

bccnuso of Rod Cross nativities. Klf'.uso s'.wuld not 

bo confused uith El,nuse who is prominently identified 

with 

DECLASSIFIED 
, State Dept. ~tter, 1'11·72 _ 

·---··---~-'---B.Y~H.-Parksn!iteSEP 2'1•1972 

. '-./ 
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~2-, f/2621, July 15, 10 a.m. (SECTION THTIEE) from Stoclcholm 

with murder of Latvian Jews. Klauso has rosidod in 

Swodon more or loss pormo.ncnt1;r for past two or 

throo years~ 

DV 

LIIS 

( Eflli"' o!ll:;:;'nLos ~ ugrc:~. 

Jommon 

-. --_-;--------~-------
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lth~ tollov1nc WlW ~~-e 4:~-~"(~~!: 0~~?~· 
The aaubstanoG ot fOWP 2382 ot Jt.tne 28 11 beanc GOIIIIIW\1-... 

~ ::. ~ ~a teet to the Elr1 thb anti the Rue~t18\DII in aocol'd w1 th polio;, 

-~ ~ 2. to 4o GO lf!th all 1\l!M PI!'OJ)ODalB RCI matt8l" how dl!blCUll their 

~ ; ~ atu!'~ or- o.rig1nu fh~ tollowlnc po!.nte ar>e not olear and would 
.r· «> ..., I 
6 ~ ~ ~pp~0o1ato ~1 1nto~~at1oa 700 RaJ bQ ~bl@ to wupplft (a) 

~~ ~ ~bether f1nanc1al oona1d~rat1on 1~ mt1ll doemea ~osent1al 0 
I · ~ ~ 4nd 1f 110 ~ whethttt" tho IW!I.o would h&_ to't' th111 bCJMti t ot lno 

L:____j1'1i'1cluals OI' G&li'WU'AJ; (b) 1fh7 thGt Oft'IJI!' dOi!ll!l OnlJ lf1 tb a,p­

prozieatel.y 2000 Jewe lfilt&il avaUsbJ;m 1Btat1a111ce 1n41oat. thiP.t 
v·· 

over 93~000 a>\!Jsided 1n Latvia pl"1tm to tho war hh1o 111ght 

elU1t ool!!le 11'A1l'Olf'IU'l_t1_Qfl ao ~§-~e f&tl<t o:r the othol"c; 1t 

might · nl.so t~t~nd to omphamhe -tb.• ~ll:tOR~"-tJ ot the OJ.Ollles 1n=­

wol'fei!8 Md t:r• POlf>MpiJ tlo lnet:reat!_tJ : ~~'e flii'O!Ap 1 8 -dosl:re to _ 

be halpful) ;/tl'MD ~new in vh1oh 6tnll: tbe pel!'t~ona by Whom the 

e•aotaeee would l;',o aeleeJtds (d) tlltB aeana by wh1oh the -•nc&&eee 

wolotld be 'liNnmportua. tc GvedenJ v.ln•l (e) vhat gWtNnte~ae or 

ev14enoe of gGf)cl. f'a!th and efte(lt11veneas are &'Vailable.; Wo\Al4 

-abo Appre01ate an¥ tua•ther tn:ru~tJAI~tion you aay have ae to , 

14•nu '' '.Jf thHe lnd1YidWlla nlUilGul. b there anr po•a.S.bll1 t7 · 



-2- #1365,. July 10, !W4,. I) Pomo, to Stockholmo 
that Xlruaae la lra\leo or Anderton I'"PP!'" 

Your 2HI 11 aub,Jeet to oonetl"'..etlon 'tllat all tbat 07 be 

requ1..a tor •etease or 2000 11 the ezp~••1on br tbe !wedleh 

ror•lsa Oftloe ot a 1t~ona1r IJmpathetlo attlt\l4e tovarda thl• 

••••ue operation. 1\ w1111nsn••• 'o ZOMe1 Ye theeo retu.c••• 

alatU.7 nn4 to PJ'OIIiae tbat the retuc••• would not acltate 

asaJ.net the ~•nan aut.boPU1ea* It ~11 !.nterpreQt1on 11 ooz-=. 

reotJ' lOU shoUld urse the Swe418h Fonlen Ott1oe ~ take the 

~equ1red •tepn without anw retorenoe to tbls GoYe~ent or ita 

lnterea~ in the operat1onG An, refuse•• ot the kind deaor1be4 

ar.1Y1ng in &weden aa a reeul' ot tb1e operation would ooae 

vUhin '~"dli!l suannt.ea and at~st.U'anoee made ln Dopartaent 0 a 'ro&e , 

ot AprlJ~ 28., Wl8 8 e 4.() \ 

\11 ~;h ret•reno<D to tom propooal take• 1n J0\11' lUll ot 

Jul7 3~ JOV 43 to VItB, Swedish Red Cross lhoUl.d be tullJ in­

toNed and requested to endeavor to aeoure 4et1nUi1Ye tel'lla. 

anll oondttJ.ons fi"'B BOening and othezt 1nteHeted par..tee' .. ·In eo · 

Aolfta the ReA 01'0ce ehoul4 aa1te no (repeat DO) reterenoo to · 

tbb Gotrei"'UAent . or. 1 ta 1nteree~ ln ·· 8DJ' d1 .. U8110D8 • nept1a ... 

Uo~ta oao ti8H•ent that ll!p.t enal.le,. 

Pluee keep the DepaJOtaaent ani Boiii'Cl tullr adYlaec'l ot «e. 
YelOJIIIeL'lb., Pl•a•e expr\1•• to Bo!aaan thellnoen · appl'"iatioa 

ot . 'Che »epaiotaent and the Boal'd to• the 1ntoraat1on oontalne4 · 

,..,_,. 
:.:; 
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CABLE TO MlNib'i'ER JOHNmN AT STOCKHOLM !<'OR OLSEN 

The substance of your 2362 of June 28 is being communicated to the British and the Russians in accord with policy to do so rtith all such proposals no matter how dubious their nature or origin. The following points are not clear and would appreciate any information you may be able to supply: {a) whether financial consideration is still deemed essential, and if so, whether the same would be for the benefit of individuals or Germa~; {b) why the offer deals only with approximately 2000 Jews when available statistics indicate that over 93,000 resided in Latvia prior to the war {this might elicit. some information as to the fate of the others; it might also tend to emphasize the enormity of the crimes involved, and thus .. perhaps to increase the group's desire to be helpful.) J (c) the manner in ;?hich and the persons by whom the evacuees would be selected; (d) the means by which the evacuees would be transported to Sweden; and (e) wnat guarantees or evidence of good faith and effectiveness are available. Would also appreciate aDl further information you may have as to identity of three individuals named. Is there any possibility that Klause is Krause of Andersen report? 

Your 2362 is subject to construction that all that may be required for release of 2000 is the expression by the Swedish Foreign Office of a strongly sympathetic attitude towards thie res.oue operation, a w1llingnesa to receive these refUgees gladly and to promise that the refugees would not agitate against the ·Geroan authorities. If this interpretation is correct, you should urge the Swedish Foreign Office to take the re :uired steps without any reference to thi~:~ Govorm~ent or its interest in the operation. Any refugees of the kind described arriving in s~eden as a result of this operation would come within the ~:,'1laranteev and assurances made in Department's 71+9 of April ~5, WRB' s 4. 
With reference t.o form proposal take• in your 2419 of JulyJ, your 1~3 to WP.!l 1 Swedish Red Cross should be fully informed and r~quested to endeavor to secure definitive terms a.nd conditions from Boening and other interested parties. In so doing the Red Gross should make no (repeat no) re.ference to this Government or its interest in any discussions, negotiations or agreement that mi~t ensue. 

Please keep the Department a.nd Board fully advised of developments. Please e~ress to Boheman the sincere appreciation of the »apartment and the Board for the information contained in your 2412 of Jul.y 1~ 
•••••••• 
July 't, 1944 
12&30 .p.m. 

THIS IS WRB SfOCKHOLM CABLE NO. .Jti. 

; ~s~ 
--- LSLesserrals-7/7/44 ~------

-~--. 



The :mhst·•nc · .Jf :;rour 2362 "r Ju , 2:; is beil<g COID1nmlicated t'1 the 
Bri tisli ~nd t:1e Ru:wians in accord ·ei h ·)oli<.y '-" :~:J so vrh!\ .'Ill :>ttuh 
.,.~c;K):;a~:::; n J ·~1attor b.J·,cr .:::ubtvaa t·.e.!.-- .ant.nr.e 'H' t:>r.igln. 'I':tr:" f·.;.ll:.lwi:1g 
.Ji.1"G~~ a.rf, nu~~ ~~ te!"u"" _.·:.~lr~ ,; o~u.L:=- r.~ __ :?rr ·:itd .. ~~ •:. ·J ·.n..f•/Z'm&t..~<.Yfl ;rou ~;m:,·- be 

ab'.o t,> ~i\'!.iJ~Jl.;r: (e.) -v~:et~lf:,r f'i.n;-1.n~~ :.1 :''">H.-1:!.d.erc3.t,.~.)ii J..i., -:.t.lll d.(!·~=u~Gd. 
~:~;.'-8 rt.tl!\l, :til.-' if ·;· .-, ,;rr~.ethar t .. 2 · -:. F! ·!i,:>u.l ... 1. br;; J',·-1• t:~u b·.:l\eflt rrf: 
~:-:!.d:"t?idt~!U.; ·:~J" ~~a;:•;a .. ~tlj: j ( ~)) ":l~i t/Jt~ _ _,.ffor deal:.~ ~n~-Y ·tJ.L:-. 6...:i~JZ'OXit1at·:1j 
~')~)J J·:::ifl. ./Ji;-;a -z~vail.ab.:..e st:~t.L~;-v·.cs .:. ·-Llcate t~_at :""/e.;.: .. }]J-0~)0 t·ez..ided 
·!_n ~~:~tYi-;..· . . Ji'i·Jr t·.:o "l!B ~.ve. •. r {"tiLil :J.,,Jf'u :.llc.its .. di::lld .t.n.tor:laticl! t.s 
t: t::~.r.: i.s.tn :;,f '--'"''-~ -·~ht:l~~:·j i-l;. ::..t,ht u~ .• :o ~.e.H:l tv (>!DJ_:Jhg~3:Lz.o t~le ~no:L"!u.it.y 

t~:1e crim&~·- i.";"'lo~7lvo(:!. 1 ."l.n~.l th ... ::=. pt~; .. 1rn_: r· to i.ncrenss t.:;.iE· t~?our';:; d~girs 
·~ ., ~n h{'ll;Ji\<1); ( ;;) t!v;: ~L:>Jne ·t;~ ,,·;~.':. c> '"n.' t: .. o ;;vr;;vn~; by ·;tnou q,e 
ev.:..:.~uec~· W~luld De ;::c .. J..Q(,1,;.yJj d) -::,e :toa..:i.:. L:,r -.. ~:h.ich tl-!s ~v:~.cnees i:oul(l. 

~1;:- tr:-.n_.. .. )::l.l"ted 'tu &::-;i~<"1<~n; Hr ... ( 6:) wf·.J. . '").t..::-.l ... t.miees ·.::):- t:v--ldt:l1C0 ~~r ~cod 
.fsitl: an.::. ei'fect.iv"'naa;; '1re avall.ab:).e. ·Wouid also appreciate ~1r;y further 
i!~_:\:>!11<!/olvn ~r~.)u iil._;.y- ;~av'::. ti to idcn:lty _.f' :.lu·e·e i4~tlividua.1:; ur1mer~. Ic 
there :- :ry ;.!<!IS~,l~i1lt.y tl.at Klaum' io K.r:.:.v.se .::f' 1'..ndcre~n report? 

Youx· 2362 is subjec to construction ·~hat l.\.ll: that rMy be l'eqtdred 
: .r re:i.ua;;e 'Jf :2000 ill c B:.\l,Jre<'t>ion b;y th•~ b;edlsh Foreittn :)ffico r;f 
..i l,'i-~.J\J't\f).y S.Ylll;Jathr.:;tic ( ttitude t-ouard~ thi~ l'CfJCl-\C ;_:perutiion, a 
.dlliU!;i1t::s;.: i '' :c·ecsivF chc;;e refD.gE•ev ~<;la<iJ.y <'.nd ·to ;:l·o:::.li<.e that the 
rr::ft.t:ee" Yl<.:tllt.i nut ae;i nte agaillilt t.i,e Gel'lllu.n au.thoritiee. If thia 
.:ntHr£.r<i'Ltl.tlvn i:> cor ct 1 you :;lwvll~ ut•t;e the PfleUil'lh Foreign :ii'flce t6 
t~::C;e t.ite requirec~ atu· (; •dthout f>.ny reft':;;·ence ·t-v thit, Govt!rn~·,ent C·r ita 
interent in the oper ion. lilly refugees o:i.' the kiwl de<>cr·i1>ect ar:r·iving 
in ,::;...-eu.cn Ru '" r~;;t,:l of this Of>!ll'aticn ·.tmllc COlila 'lrithin .the tr.L£U'FU"Lteftfo 

ank t.~ilU..1'<awes 11. Dec)aJ:"tt.:ent 1 p 749 ·.)£·-April 25
1 

illiB'"' L,. 

1:40 p.m. 
July 7, 1944 

TO STOCY.HOUl lW. 45 

or the Sec'l) Abrahamson, Cohn, DuBois, Friedman, Hodel; 
, Mann, Stewart, Central Files,::-Cable ContrQl-Fileso·-~---~ --

-~ 





JUL 4 -1944 

TO: Mr. George Warrfln 

fRO!!.: J. W. Pohle 

I Lhink it important. that b'1t.h t,he Br:l.tioh nnd the 

.... d) . .~ ••• M18 

LSLesseraals. 7/3/44 

----- .. ~-~c._ 
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·ro: 
DATEi:>: 

NW1Bli:B: 

Seoratnr:r of Stnte, \vnahington 

July 3, 1944 

:2~19 ~nNTqOL 20PY 
1 a z..n.W! _ . · 

l'lepeat to WHB as our 43.-" · · ' · 

Thia measage ls a GUpplement to Legf.ttion1 a 2362, 

June 28, 10 p.m. (\'VRB No. 41). ·'fr..rough 1ntermediar1ea Olaen 

and Boening· hau a consul tat1on. Olsen noked f1ret as to t-rhat w1e 

Boenlng1 s onpac~. ty in \:>t·leden and Boening anst~ered that a 

approximately three :renre ago,a5 apcoial trade negotiator, he 

came here to the r;elomnn LeGation. Hla CY.plrmat1on wna that 1 t 

t-Taa much like ·the recent Griffis mlac1on. He added that for the 

last tt~o yearB he haa not been officially connected With the 

Govel'nment of Gennany nnd hf'l.B busineos interests of a private 

personal nature, in oonneot1on l'li th t>hich he also :rcpresen te 

oortn1n Kleia·t lntereote. 1'ho a.ur.Hlt1on lm.G aBked by Olsen ae 

to t'l'hat t-ma thm status of Kle1et and Boening 'anF.mered that up 

to lees than a yea'l' ago Klcist'-ha.cl been Ribbentrop 1 a special 

rapreecntntivo in connection '!<71th the civilian administration 

of' Pbland and the Baltic countries, but that l~ith von R1bbentrop 

he had had oove:re d~epu tea ns to policy and had handed in his ' 

resignation. lt t-m.a aclded thrtt since then Kleist had not been 

officially oonneoted with the Government of Germany although 

it was explained tht~t it \'1US quite plain tl1.-lt he had oloee 

personal conneot1on 'I'J1th important authorities of the Government 

of Germany. 

DECLASSIFIED _ 
State Dept. Letter, Io11.72 

By R. H. Parks Dat<i~. ·. 
' . . ' 1972 



Heftwsnce tmG then mnc1e by Olaen to the 

d1aoucs1ons t'lhioh Boening had been having t-ti th certain 

Swedes regnrdlns tts poseib111ty of cvnouating all the Jewa 

who are now in the 3nlt1c countries to SNeden and that, as 

a HRr Hefugee Boa.rt:. representnt1ve, 1 t \otould be absurd for 

him to disolflim hi.~, e;rnve oonoem t'l1 th the ea.fety ot theee 

1nd1viuualc. HoNever, 1n light of the fact that suoh an 

operation moet oe:t'talnly tvould reau1re the authoritative. 

ee.notion of the Government ot Germany, and 1n V1eN ot ~he well a. 

known policy of Gemany tOi>laX'dB J et~e nnd the sever1 ty t'li th 

which this policy 1s being executed by the German Ooverrunent, 

Boem1ne \'i'P.S aelr.ed hot·l he or Kleist wore optom1st1o that an 

arrangament 1nvolvints an exohtmg~ ot humanitarian aots would 

be accepted. Inou1:ry ,,.,as made by Olean aa to 1-1ha.t kind of' an 

exchange he had in view and ae a ):Oee1b1lity the following 

1doa was a<lvanoed by Boening. Ea£F:3rneee would be expressed 'by 

the Swedieh Red Crosfl to evaoua.te the JetoJs f:rom the BAlt1o 

countries and re(5a:r<:11n(.5 this matl/ 31.' ttrould make the correct 

approaches. To the C-eroane the ~ 'fedish Red Cross, ae a counter­

balancing not of humanity~ would ,)ffer certain relief, operations 

auoh as non-1.1trateg1o medical su;pliee, beds, ohaire eto. for 

its bombod-out o1v111a1·u:l. It \Viil Bts.ted by Boening that tho 



\ihOlG mnttor oou.ld bG no controlled that no rni11ts,:r>y 

considerations of un;r 1~1nd would ba involved. It \·rae also 

stated by Boenlns thnt both Kleist ancl he were of the opinion 

that th1a "'ould be of in'Gereat to the Germans. The impreaeion 
l~!th 

received by Olsen Nne that/at leRat certain of. tho German 

officials the p;~.•opoai tlona me,y have in facti baen cleared in ~ 

principle. There could be developed nothing more aa to t-Thnt 

may be behind tho cUscussionG ao far ne obncerno the Gemane 

or na to the motives of thest!l peroons in eu'bm1tt1ng the proposal. 

JOh'NSON 

-6._· 





CABLE TO MINIS'rER JOHNSOl\l AT STOCKllOIJA FOR OLSEN 

'l'he subetance of your 2;362 of June 28 is being collllllUuicated to the 
Britisn a,ld thu Rass:t.ann in accord with policy to do a;o 'R'ith all !IUCh 
proposale no matter how dubious their n.at.ure or origin. The following 
p:>ints are not clear and would appreciate any lnforma.tion you F!JIJ.y be 
able to suppzya (a) whether financial COllaideration 1s still deemed 
essential, and if ao, whether the stH!e would be for the benefit o£ 
individualo or Cormany; (b) why tha offe1• deulv only with approximately 
2000 Jews w1wn available statistics indicate thv.t over 93,000 res:lded 
in Latvia Jrior to tile war (this might elicit some information as 
to t.he fate vf the -.Jther~;J .it might also tend to eli!phnsize the enorruity 
vf t,he orimen involved, and thu~.< perhaps to incret\Se the group's desire 
t.J be helpful); {c) the iJl.~wner in ,,hich unci th-o per!'ons by nhom the 
evacuees would be selected; (d) the meanu by ;vhich the evucueeu would 
be traneported to 8weden; and (e) what b'!W.rantees or evidimce of good 
faith !md eff'ec·~iveness are available. Wou11'i. <clso appreciate !<Illf i'urtiler 
information you may ht:>ve aa to icientity .)f' three individuala named. Is 
there any \JOSsi.bility that lUa:use i~:~ Krause of' lmdarson report? 

THIS IS WRB STOCKHOJ~'J CABLE NO. -• 

- - LStesser: a;ls-'7/5/44-
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Pii.HAPHRASE OF TSLSGRAI•l RF.:CgiVh:D 

FROl~: 

TO: 

DATED: 

American LGg&tlon, Stockholm' ~ 

Secretary of Stet(,l, liiaahir:_gton ( XJ 
:;:. 2B. 

1941 

~~oL COPY Nm~ER: 

lnforrr.stlon hes >-esched Oloen thnt several ap:oroaches 

have been made, locally by c ~rtf.ln 1nflv.ent'lal German officials 

connected ~·~1 th Bel tic e.:f'faire on the gene1•a1 propoeitlon of 

fr_eelng Jet•rs in Latvia against a ce.sh consia.eration. '\'le 

alloto1ed the 01 tua.tion to rlevelop enc. l t renul ted in the 

follot·>lng- concrete pro!Josal. 

All. Jews ln 1"atv.ta(tJ.gulil.\'Bnttecl minimum of 2,000) t;rould 

be fr•ee from ghettc)t; er;d e:f':i_o• eel to come to S-r,.,eden agalnat 

e cash peyment of 2 mHlion c.ollsra (revlaod later to 2 million 
• .,A.~J\ 

Sw~ /.J?onor}. 'l'hi s amount '"an to be depoa:1. teo_ in Rlksban!{ 

subject to the conclltions as followe. 

A. - Guar.<mteeO. r~:i.eaee .:)f these funda when and U' refugees 

arrived safely ln 3y,ted€n. 

B. Funds coulo. be u~ed Klthout restriction :t'or purchase 

or certe.ln supplies other then "~<•ar nwterlela, such as medicines, 

Reo cr~ as supplies, et cetere .• 

C.Balsnce of funos available for transfer to German 

clearing. The group Hould require assurancea from 81-reden, 

in turn, th,st these refugees would not be allot-•ed to spread 

ant1-Nafz1 propagandao 

DECLASSiago 
State Dept, Letter, 1·11-7 2 

These 

--- ~-~yit H.P~s ni~-S£f~f'rlg?i~ 
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Theve d1scuoa1ons l••ere communicated to the S1-1edieh 

Foreign Offic0 ano 1 t rme e.dvanced the foll.01•'1ng 1nform~?t1on 
' the 

regt:lrding/three inrli vlo.uals lnvolvea. The most important 

lncUv1dusl is Kleist, said. to be Hlmmler 0 s men in the Baltic 

and renutedly one of t!10 cleverest intelllg;enoe operator-a in 

Germany. He is also connected 1~ith the Gevms.n Red. dross. 'l'he 

Foreign Office has hod soiJe expertence t·rith ht:n in that, con-

trary to etrict orders .f.rom R1 bbentrop, Klelst · facll1 tated 

escape to S1•'eden of ce.t'taln 3Nedes l.n the B~:ltlc. The name 

of the second lncli vlduecl il"(;~-~inil and he7~ consiCJ.ered 

~>orner.·r~'l.et of s '!IJistery to the Foreign Of'f:l.ce, although he is 

lmm·rn to re·::rer,ent Kle.i.et in S1,rechm on various matters. The 
. .r 

third Dnd leRt indivkual in nmned. Klause. He is stated to have 

aeen a former member of t;1e German t>;tlitary Intelligence but 

l"ecently he a.sked the ~1t-retUsh Foreign Office to conRider hlm 

a uolitical refugee, bFBed on the fact he is cions1dered a 

Jel•1 by the Germane. Fn.'1ro ot.hcl' sources we are informed that 

at least on previous occaaion KlRuse obtained funds from 

individuals in Sto~eden on the promise of r~scuing certain Je~~s 

in Europe; he never fulfilled the p:comiseo 1ilon sube~c_uent 
approach, it was inti!lu:tted by this group tl;lat very littlet if 

any, of the 2 million ii:ronor would go 1nto the German clearing, 

or even to buy Skedi r,h goo<i.s for Germeoy • Instead, they "'ould 

use aor.1e of the funds to bribe certain minor Ge;rrnan of:rlciels 

in the. 



... 

. - .~. 

1n tne Baltic, and the three •·ould poc~'et the balance. It t1~Hl 

suge-ested by Olsen, simply to e:xr1lo:re the m~ster1ous background 

of these negotiators, the~_the_ German group b~ informer) that 

it Fas l:nposaible to ralee the money ln S1o•euen and then to 

ask 1.fnether there vas any objection to exl)lorl.ng the \)oss1b1lit1et-
done 

of oecu_!'lng American funds. 'I'hle: could be/only by raising the 

problem 1·•1 th Olaen ot 'che Amerlcen Legation who probably '"ould 

"'ant to get all the ue-r.a.Gln d::.rectly. /It "'as then eta-ted by 

the group to this prc<>ose.l, that money l%tll not necessarily a 

con€'ideretion, that perhaps no money at -~lJ, :t·l9111_d.,.PSl .. _!l_e~.9:~d. _ -----·-- .......... _______ ........ ----------·-.. to -- ·· · 
The J.mportant conslc.eratlon was stated/be that the S'!<.redish 

-· -- .. ,., ·-·- . 

Foreign Office must exoress a strongly sympathetic ·att_i tucla 

to~·•arda tn1s rescue operationr a ~-.rlll1ngneas to receive these 
---- ----···-----~-~-~-·----~--~------- ... ~ 

\~ 
re f~gee_s gled:I.Y, ancl~-~o ~!'_omle e th~_t __ tile_ r:_~ug~es T··ould not 

agitate agaln~-~:!~. G-e~~~--~l.!~l~oz:~~;\:~ao While baffling and not 

a little fantastic- in scope. the foregoing situation oreeents 

the foll<ming __ ~ntez:t?.~ti_ll:e> .. .!~~-e._lli_gence aspects. If the' govern-

ment of GGnnany is behind these feelers, it becomes aaiinpl~ 

ransom nroposi tion from '1<7hich they 1•JO uld hope to . trep ·us lnt.o· 

a seri~ of other extortions on a much larger saale';, We 

kno;.r that tl1e Germans are extremely -presE'ed :for foreign exchange 

anr'l. are exnerimenting ,.,ith all possible device~> to e13se the 

situAtion. 'l'oo, if German e.utho:l'l. ties are behind these 

negotiati6I1~ 
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, 
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negotiations, they may be setting a trJ>.p for ant1-Jew1ah 

cropegrnda in the UnHed States - playing theae :refugees 

against prisoners of 1-:ar, et cetera. On the other hand, th' 

individuals involved :nay simply be meldng a last mlm\te effort 

to pur•c:1nse good Nill in the Unlted Stateo and 31•1eden. (The 

St•Jedish Foreign Office believen this latter to J?e the tl'ue 

j basis of the feelers :n.Jde locally.) At least Kleist ia, a 

:.nerkeo. :nan ano. the E>l tuatlon in t!"te Baltic may have prompt eo. 

him to lo')K to;.rarde the immediate futureo 

Tree~=mry ahoulB be 1nfo:r:r.er1 and also '\'ia.r Refugee Board 

as our No. 41. 

JOHNSON 

\ 
DCR:VAG:HL 

6/30/4..4 
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TO: 

DATED: 

PARAPHRASE OF '.I$LEGHA.!tl 

American Legation, Stockholm 

Secretary of State, Washington 

June 28, 1944 

N'Ql:SER: 2362 

qp 5 
Inform~;tlon has rMcheo. Olsen tht~.t several approaches 

llave been ma.de local:t.y by certe.in .l.nfluentiaJ. German officials 

ce>nnected "t-11 t11 Bel tic affairs on ·the general propoe:l.tlon of 

fr.eeing Jet;s in Latvia against a caeh consideration. t~e 

all0t•1ed the si tw.;tlon to develop and l t resulted. in the 

follo.,•ing concrete proposal, 

All Jewe in J ... atvla(lig~~~u·e.nteed. minimum of 2t000) 'i'Tould 

be i'ree from ghettos and. tiflo• et1. to come to S'!>a'lden against 

a cash payment of 2 million dollars {r~vlsed later to 2 million 
.,A,~h 

Sw~J ~:ronor). 'l.'l'lis amount '''IHJ to bo depos:t teo. in Riksbe.nk, 

subject to the cond:ttions as folloHs. 

A. Guaranteed ra.l:i&BS Qt these funds 1>rhen and if refugees 

arrived eafely .tn St-Jerlcn. 

B. Funds coula. be ut'led without l'eetriction for •purchase 

of certain supplies other than '!>;ar ma terll'lla, sv.ch as mediaines, _ 

Re.d Cr~as euppl.tee, et cetera. 

C.Balance of funds aveil£ble for transfer to Geman 

clee.rlng. The group tcrould require lH::surahces from S'!'reden, 

ln turn, th'3t these r·e:rugeef! t''oulo. not be allot.•ed to spread 

r.l, 'ti~ 1a~ti-Ns/z1 propsgand~;. 

~~~~/ 
- DECLASSIFIED 

state Dept. Letter, 1-11-72 

,_;_ 

I 
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These diacuselons "'ere communicated to the S11'edlah 

Foreign Office and 1 t h11a advanc~d the foll.01•'1ng l.n:rormetlon 
' the 

regarding/three 1ndivic1.UillE:l involved. The most important 

individual is Kleist, said to be Hlmmler 0 s msn in the Baltic 

and rel:'utedly one of th.e cleverest intelligence operators 1n 

Germany. He is also '~onnected Nith the German Red Cross. 'l'he 

Foreign Office hae hed sof:le cxperi.ence Hlth him in that. con-

trary to otrict orders from Rlbbentr'op, Kleist fao111tated 

escape to S1•'eden of certain S!·Jedee in the B.!lltlc. The name 
is 

of the second ln<H vldual ie Boening. aml he/~ conaldered 

sorneNrlet of a !Tl~stery to the Foreign Office, although he ie 

kno1•m to renresent Klelst ln· 37>reden on various matters. The 
,/ 

third and last individn~l 1r. named Klauee. He is stated to have 

been a former member of the German .m.litary Intelligence but 

recently he asl\ed the 3ltred1sh Foreign Office to consider him 

a pol1 tical refugee, be ae<l on the t'aot he is considered. a 

Jew by the Germans. F:mm o'ti!lr;r)lourcee we are informed that 

a~ les.st on previous OCCBSiOn Klause Obtained funds :from 

individuals in Stqeden on the prornlsa of. rescuing certain JeNB 

.1n-Eur9pe; he- never. fulf'11led_J;he promlse.1Ron subeec;:uent 

apprO a,ch, 1 t i1t!l._S intimated by th1 e: group iha t very n;:ttle-, 1f 

any, of the 2 million irronor would go into :the German clearing, 

or even to buy Sll!ed.ish goode :ior. Ge;r>me.ny. Instead, they would 

use sor.Je or the funds to bribe certain minor Geman ofriciale 

,, .-,: .. 



ln the Beltlc, and t:w three T•.•ould pocket the balance. It f·me 

euge-e sted by Olsen, el :nply to e:lrnlor·e t!Hl mysterious background" 

of these negotiators,, tl1s.t the German group be informeo that 

it Faa 1mpoaa1ble to rr:-iee the money ln Sr,rec1en and then to 

ask 1·.rhet;·,er there t·"llP any objection to exDlorlng the no~sib1litler, 
done 

of securing American :funcla. 'I'hle could be/only by raising the 

problem l••i th Olsen at 'cha American Legation t-tho probably tl'ould 

t.rant to get all the detabl.a d;;.rectly. It 't<!&!l then otated by 

the group to this proposal. that money 'l%tB n.ot necessarily a 

conf'lder•r.tlon, thl't pe1~haps no money at all 'i'10uld be needeo .• 
to 

The imnortant consio.cration tvas stated/be that the ~h1edieh 
' / 

Foreign Office must exoretHl Fl. strongly sympathetic attituo.e 

tm·rards this rescue operation, a w-!-111ngneas to receive these 

refugees glsdly, and to nr:Jmlse that tile refugees T-'ould not 

agitate sgalnat the German uuthor>l ti~s. · 'llhile baf:fllng and not 

a n ttle fantastic in scope' the c t:orego1ng-s1-tv.ation pre sentfi 

the follQtlllng interesting lritellige_n.ca asp_ects. If ,the govern­

ment of' Germany is behind theRe feelers; it becioruee a simple 

ransom proposi tlon from '!<.rhich they 1,roc~ld hope to. trep us into 

a seri~ of other extortions on e. much larger scale·~ We 

kno~r that the Germans are e:xtrerae].y :pree:.,_:;id_f_or foreign exchange 

anc1 ere eXDeriruentlng ,,,ith Bll poRsible devicep to ease the 

situFition. Too, if f1ex>man authorities are b.ehlnd these 

nep:otla ti6n~ 
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negotiationa, they may be setti.ng a tr£p for anti-Jet-Iiah 

nropag~:nda in tile Unlted States - playing these refugees 

against prisoners of war, et ceteraa On the other hand, the 

individuals involved. :nay simply be mBk.tng a lsat minute effort 

to purctwae good r·rill in the Uniteo. States and S1>1eden. (Tho 

Sl•Jedish Foreign Office balievee th.te latter to be the true 

bss1s of the feelers JnaO.e locallya) At leaet Kleist 1e a 

:r.ar~.ed man and the Pl tuation l.n the Baltic may have prompted. 

him to look tm..,arda the immediate futureo 

Tree eury shoul r1 be inform.eCl. and R.lso l•Tar Refugee Board 

as our No. 41. 

JOHNSON 

·\ 
DCR:VAG~HL 

6/30/44 


