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SEcrct&ry of StatE, 

r:ashincton. 

US URGEET, 
\· 

DC/L 
L~AISotJ 

1088, Barch 20, 6 p.m. 

Da {;Ed March 20, 1945 

CONTROL COPY 
:iiith ::>EfEl"EncE my wirE 1080 March 20, 6 p.m., 

following is tExt of lEttEr datEd March 3 rEcEivEd by 

mE r.:arch 20 appar mtly writtEn on board SS DROTTIH:NGHOLM 

by krs. llElEn CohEn and ~ddrEssEd to bayEr FiorEllo 

La Guardia of NEW York: 

11 DEar Lr. La Guardia, 

liiy rElEasE from thE concEntra'tion of Ra'I/C1sbruEck 

camE so suddEnly that I who saw your sistEr almost.hi~rly 
harc'll:r an opportunity to ask hEr what to tEll .you. 

At my arrival to HElsingborg, SwEdEr., I immEdiatEly 

in contact YJith thr local rEprEsEntativE of thE: UnitEd 

PrEss and; aftEr making sc:.rE his discrEtion, confidEd to 

hirr: your sistEr 1 s mEssage which I askEd him to forward.: 

-·~-· 
I havE just learnEd from i'!Il', 1-I. Uxku~cStockholm 

rEprEsEntativE of thE UnitEd PrEss that you got thE 

mEssar;c: which ma.kEs.mE vEry happy. 

How I wqnt to tEll you br'i d'ly wha:t.,I know about 

i: 
t.."l" 

'-') 

your sis t tr. 



• 

-2-#1088, Barch 20, 6 p.m., from Stockholm. 

;{our sistn'. Last summEr in July I be.liEvE, shE was 

fetchEd from her flat in Bud.apEet by two GEstapo mEn. 

'JhEn hEr husband rEturnEC. and lEarnEd what had happEnEd 

hE ir:unEdiatEly took stEps in ordEr to clEar up \"hat hE 

thought was an unfortunatE mistakE with thE rEsult that 

hE uas arrEstEd too • 

.Goth wErE first sEnt to thE ill-famEd concEntration 

camp of l.:authaurE nEar Linz. AftEr somE timE your sistEr 

v:as transfErrEd from thErE to RaviEnsbruEck nEar 
...______._-----------·---------------

FUEVStEnbErg, l:EcklEnburg WhErE shE still is, 
----·-··--·· ---------·-·-····--·---·--- .... ·- ... -- ... .....__ ____ .. --~~~...,......_-~-.......--..-.·--

';iE WErE pErmittEd to wr'.t.E oncE EVEry month. Your 

sistEr vJrotE fivE times to hEr husband without EVEr rE-

cEiving a rEply, ShE is EspEcially WorriEd bEcausE shE 

is Equall~' without any nsws fromiiEr daughtEr Joan DEnEs, 

hEr daughtErs husband and hEr baby. ShE doEs not!know 

r:hEthEr hEr daughtEr was sent to Auschwitz,· onE. of thE 

'liquidation camps' (VErnlchtung-SlagEr)-·or whEthEr shE 

rEmainEd in BudapEst whErE according to somE rEports- ha-lf­

million civilians diEd during tb.E fighting, 

Your sistEr and I livEd in Block 2 a so callEd 
-~. 

clit E block 'i!hEr E shE was kEpt as s~l prisoner which 

had thE ad vantagE that shE was ExcEptEd <from {la.rd labor. 

ShE 'NEts not howEvEr ·EXEmptEd from thE tErriblE ordEal of 

standinc; at attEntion. ';iE V!ErE wakEd up EvEry morning at 

4:30 by 

. <-l 
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// -3-;'/1088, ~;arch 20, 6 p,m,, f:':'om Stockholm, 

4:30 b:: ~1 ir Ens, had to drEss in grEat has·_ E, to buil-(1 our 

bEds (the GErman military term for making bEds) linE v;; in 

any \'/EHtho:r, rain or storm, frost or snow, on thE main 

road of thE camp and wait thErE until all thE mEn of thE 

camp, Hround 24,000, ;"ErE countEd, 

Aftu· the prisonErs of all 32 barracks WErE count Ed 

folloYIEcl anothEr call, thE ArbEits VErmEhrungs Appell, 

call to incrEase: work, From this sEcond call your sistEr 

nas EX Elnpt Ed and allow Ed to rEturn to thE barracks, 

Your sistEr's hEalth is as is to bE EXpectEd under 

thE circumstancEs not goo0_, ShE suffErs from rhEumatism 

and asth!;Ja, HEr nn"vEs too arE in a bad statE, VihEn 

shEr l-:>Eal"d that I too whom shE had got attachEd had to 

lEEYE shE almost had .a nErvous brEakdown.· ThE food was 

of such poor quality that WE all WErE morE_ or lEss sick 

r:ostly fror,1 lack of vitamins, OnlythosE who got REd Cross 

parcEls kEpt in rElativEly good shapE, 

Your sistEr had thE opportunity to apply for 'rr::--

patriation to thE UnitEd StatEs bEcaus(O of hEr AmErican 

citizEnship but shE rEfusEd to do so bE:causE hEr-husband 

and daughtEr wErE not allowEd to ~..9C.£W'pa:ny _hEr,. I hopE 

you can hElp hE'r by arranging an ExchangE of thE wholE 

family. 

I would bE vE'ry glad to hEar from you, You cap writE 

mE- ih- carE 



• 

• 
-4-#1088, March 20, 6 p,m,, fl"om Stockholm. 

nE in curE of lhr A. Darosa, Unitr:d PrEss Lisbon, RuaAsuncao 

53, AftEr ny rEpatriation to Istanbul, I hopE soon to 

br: o.blic to join my childrEn who livE in San Franc:!..sco, 

California. On my way thErE I shall takE thE lib r:rty of 

c2.lling on you to tEll you all you would likE to know 

about y our sis t Er , 

,._~r acldr Ess in USA is HElEn CohEn, carE o.r~ i'.'.r Julius 

ZEntnEr, CathEdral Apts,, San Francisco, Ey ch].ldrEn arE 

liEnry LoV!Ell and REva L<.ria LowEll to bE rEachEr! at samE 

addrt:ss. 

I just lEarnEd that my husband has not yEt bEEn 

E.xchancEd with mE and I fEar that hE is in thE concEntration 

caml) of BuchEnwald nEar ':! Eimar GErmany. 

·.;ith vEry bEst rE:gards, I ,am yours, 

76,76 

JOHNSON 

i. 





DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

\'IAH~viS 
SPECIAL/ DIVISION 

March 21, 1945 

'NRB - Mr. Warren 

There are attached copies of 
correspondence relating to the sister 
of Iviayor La Guardia who is held in 
the Ravensbrueck camp in Germa:ny. 

It is suggested that these 
copies be forwarded to the War Ref~gee 
Board for such action as they may 
deem it proper to take supplementing 
that already taken by the Department. 

SWP:AEClattenburg:BB 



PARAPHRASE OF TELEGRAM RECEIVED 

FROM; Stockholm 

TO: Department of State 

DATE: March 20, 1945, 6 p.m. 

NID-.!BER; 1080)( 

SUBJECT; Mrs. Glueck, Mayor LaGuardia's sister 

A letter addressed by Mrs. H~len Cohen to Mayor 
LaGuardia of New York was received today from a United 
Press r~resentative, Herbert Uxkull. Mrs. Cohen 
apparently is a Turkish na~ional who was liberated in 
a recent exchange between Turkey and Germany. 

The letter, which is self-explanatory both as to the 
writer and as to Mayor LaGuardia 1s sister, Mrs. Glueck, 
contains the only information we now have about her. 
However, Mrs. Cohen apparently wrote the letter in good 
faith. The original will go forward in the next pouch, 
but in the meantime its text is quoted in full in my 
next succeeding telegram and I should appreciate it 1f 
the D~artment would forward the message to the Mayor. 

Newspaper r~orte issuing from Gothenburg to the 
effect that a sister o.f Mayor LaGuardia is being held 
in ~ermany in a concentration camp unquestionably 
originated with Mrs. Cohen. Every possible effort will 
bemade by the Legation to obtain as soon as possible 
and telegraph to the D~artment the information requested 
in the Department Is telegram of March 19, 5 p.m., no. 512, 
sent at the instance of Mayor LaGuardia inquiring as to 
the possibility of sending immediate aid to his sister. 

~-~. 
~ 

JOHNSON 
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EK-1344 Stockholm 
No paraphrasE nEcEssary. 
0 I DatEd March 20, 1945 

SEcrEtary of StatE, 

i"iashington, 

US URGD~T. 

1088, March 20, 6 p.m. 

:;;ith ::>EfErEncE my wirE 1080 March 20, 6 p.m •. , 

follovlin.g is tExt of lEttEr datEd March 3 rEcEivEd by 

mE r.:arch 20 apparmtly writtm on board SS DROT'I'lHNGHOLM 

by 1\:rs. l~ElEn CohEn and addrEssEd to l'IJayEr FiorEllo 

La Guardia of NEW York: 

11 D Ear Er, La Guardia, 

tiy rElEaSE from thE concEntration of RaweJ.sbruEcic 

camE so suddEnly that I who sawyour sister almost'hiurly 

~mrclly an opportunity to ask hEr what to tEll you, 

At my arrival to HElsingborg, SwEdEE, :1: immEdi,atEly 

in contact with thF: local rEprEsEntativE of thE UnitEd 

PrEss and, aftEr making s1;.r E his discrEtion, ·oonfidEd to 

hiv: your sistEr 1 s mEssagE v1hich Icc as-kEd.4J.im to forward, 
~--

I havE just lmrnEcl from Hr. H, Uxkudl thE Stockholm 

rEprEsmtativE: of thE UnitEd PrEss that you got thE 

mEssac;E whichmakEs mE vEry happy• 

Now I wqnt to tEll you briEfly what I knovrabout 

your s:LstEr, 

DECLASSIFIED 
. State Dept. Letter, 1·11•72 . 

By R. H. ~arks Date S EP. 2 7 1972 



-2-#1088, ~qarch 20, 6 p.m., from Stockholm. 

Last summEr in July I bEliEVE, shE<a: your sis t EP. 

fEtchEd from hEr flat in BudapEst by two GEstapo mEn, 

'."lhm hEr husband rEturnEC. and lmrnEd what had happEnEd 

hE irm1EdiatEly took stEps.. in ordEr to clEar up what hE 

thought was an unfortunatE mistakE with thE rEsult that 

hE uas arrEstEd too • 

.Both WErE first sEnt to thE ill-famEd concmtratiori 

camp of J·.:authaurE nmr Linz. AftEr somE timE your sistEr 

v:as transfErrEd from thErE to RawEnsbruEck nEar 

FUEVS tEnbErg, l\:iEckl Er.burg WhErE shE still is, 
-·-------·-~----~--~-----,~-----~· -~--~ 

;·iE WErE pErmittEd to writE oncE EVEry month, Your 

sistEr wrotE fivE timEs to hEr husband without EVEr rE-

cEiving a rEply. ShE is EspEoially worriEd bEcausE shE 

is Equ.all~- without any nEws fromhEr daughtEr JoanDEnEs, 
~---:----~ ... ·-~ ... ~ 

hEr daugl1.tErs husbal1c:l_ !Otn_cl_ hEr baby. ShE doEs not lmow 

r:llEthEl" hEr daughtEr was sEnt to-Auschwitz, onE of thE 

'liquidation camps I (VErnlchtung.-SlagEr) or WhEthEr shE 

rEmainEd in BudapEst whEr:E according to somE rEports half 

million civilians diEd during tb.E fighting. 

Your sistEr and I livEd"· il}.~Gek 2 a so <::all Ed 

ElitE block whErE shE was kEpt as spEcial prisonE:t'. which 

had thE advantagE that shE vms EXCEptEd from hard labor, 

ShE ·;Jas not hOWEVEr EXEmptEd from thE tErriblE orc1ml of 

standing .at attEntion, ':IE wErE wakEd up,.I;'VEry morning at 
4:30 by 

'·· 
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-3-!/1088, ]\;arch 20, 6 p.m., f:>:>om Stockholm. 

4,:30 by nirEns, had to drEss in grmt has·.E, to builrJ. our 

b r-:ds (thE Gc:rman military tErm for making bEds) linE Ui~ in 

any \'/Eat~::.n', rain or storm, frost or snow, on thE main 

road of thE camp ~nd wait thErE until all thE mEn of thE 

camp·, around 24,000, '''ErE countEd. 

AftEr thE prisor.Ers of all 32 barracks WErE countEd 

fcllO\'IEd anothEr call, thE .ArbEits VErmEhrungs AppEll, 

call to incrEasE work, From this sEcond call your sistEr 

rms EXEmptEd and allowEd to rEturn to thE barraclcs, 

Your sistEr's hmlth is aB is to bE EXpEctEd undEr 

thE c ircums tanc ES not goo0., ShE suffErs from rhEumatism 

and asthEla, I:iEr nErVES too arE in a bad statE, 'iihEn 

shEr lo.ml"d that I too whom shE had got attachEd had to 

lEE.VE sb.E almost had a nErvous brEakdown, ThE food VI?-S 

of such poor quality tb...a t WE all WErE morE or lEss sick 

costly from lack of vitamins,. Only thoSE: who got· REd Cross 

parcEls kEpt in rElativEly good shapE, 

Yom' sistEr had thE opportunity to applyfor rE­

patriation to thE UnitEd StatEs bEcausE of hEr Amtrican 

citiz u18hip but shE rEfusEd to do so~ b re-~· _hEr husband 

and daughtEr wErE not allowEd to accompanyhEr, I hopE 

you can hElp hEr by arranging- an ExchangE of ths- v1holE~ _ 

family. 

I would bE vEry glad to hmr from you~- You can writE 

jl 
. i 

! 
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•4-#1088, March 20, 6 p,m,, from Stockholm,. 

r,JE in carE of Jv,r A. Darosa, UnitEd PrEss Lisbon, RuaAsuncno 

58. AftEr MY rEpatriation to Istanbul, I hopE soon to 

bE abl;;: to join my childrEn who livE in San Francisco, 

California. On my way thErE I shall takE thE libErty of 

calling on you to tEll you al:l you WOUld likE to know 

about your sistEr. 

L~r addrEss in USA is HElEn CohEn, carE of l.cr Julius 

ZEntnEr, CathEdral Apts., San Francisco. l.~y childrEn arE 

HEnry Lov!Ell and REva r;nria LowEll t6 bE rEachEri at samE 

addrEss. 

I just lEarnEd that my husband has not yEt bEEn 

Ezchanc; Ed with mE and I f mr that hE is in thE cone Entra tion 

cam~) of BuchEnwald nEar ·.:fEime,r GErmany. 

'.lith vr-:.ry bEst rEgards, I am yours. 

HElen CohEn11 • 76.76 

JOHNSON 
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CITY OF NEW YORK 
OFFICE OF THE MAYOR 

New York 7, N.Y. 

March 14, 1945 

Hon. Edward R. Stettinius, Jr., 
Secretary of State, 
Washington, D. C. 

My dear Mr. secretary: 

Thanks so much for your kind note of March 12th, 
1945. 

The information we received was first from the 

,"':""• 

United Press, Stockholm, and later from the OWI. The United 
Press message gave the following information: Gemma Glueck 
is imprisoned at Rawenbrueck, near Fuerstenberg, Mecklenburg. 
Her address is #44 - 139 Block Two (the word Two is as near 
as could be deciphered). 

A subsequent message indicates she is badly in 
need of food and vitamin tablets. I assume, of course, 
that money would do her no good in a prison camp, but the 
Red Cross or your representatives would know better, and 
as I stated before I would gladly reimburse for ariy assist­
ance given. 

My slater, of course, is United States born• 
She married many years prior to the Cable Act and therefore 
lost her citizenship. She is married to a Hungarian subject. 

Sincerely yours, 

-~-. 

(s) 
~~ 

F. H. LaGuc.rdia 

Z.iayor 



r $ .Uf-'F ,d.._ . j L 
So 1 - ! '7- ~: 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

Memoranc/um of Conversation 

DATE: March 13, 1945 

SUBJECT: Mayor LaGuardia 1 s sister, hirs. Gemma Glueck 

PARTICIPANTS: 

COPIES TO:. 

Mr. Watson - s 
Mrs. Coben, personal Secretary to Mayor LaGuardia 
Mr •. White - DA/M 
Mr. Clattenburg - SWP 

Mr. Clattenbur•g called Mr. Watson and inquired whether 
the Secretary's office wished to telephone Mayor LaGuardia to 
obtain the following necessary additiomL. data regarding 
Mrs. Glueck: 

Birth year and birthplace 
Last known address 
Present address 
Nationality 
Source of report 

Mr. "Natson requested that tWIP make the call and charge it to 
the Department as official business. 

Mr. Olattenburg called the Mayor's office. The Mayor 
was away for the day and his personal secretary who was 
cognizant of the matter did not come in until noon. She 
stated that the Mayor had obtained his information from 
OWI which had it from the American Legation at Stockholm 
and that the Mayor had no further data, She agreed to obtain 
the identifying data regarding Mrs. Glueck and ~.she 
would telegraph them to -SWP-.--

Mr. White with considerable difficulty obtainedf'rom OWl 
the fiinformation that the report to the :Mayor was based on a 
plain language message no. 111)55 to the OWI News and Features 
Bureau at New York, referring to queries being received by the 

Legation·· 

1493 



-2-

Legation and asking that confirmation be obtained from the 
Mayor. The Mayor refused to discuss the case with OWI and 
said he would take the oas_e up w1 th the Department ot State. 

SWP:AEOlattenburgztig 

---) / 



COPY 

INCONING TELEGRAM 

15\'IU A 51 

CD New York N Y 331P Mar 11 1945 

Hon Edward R Stettinius Jr 

Secretary of State Washington 

\t 111 you kindly cable American :1-linister in Sweden to rush 

every possible aid in money or otherwise to my sister, 

Gemma Glueck, reported to be in German concentration camp 

Had lost contact with her for.over three years. 

Will reimburse any expense. Will send money. to you if you 

desire advance. 

F H LA. GUARDIA 

608PM 



IAM'Ch 12, l94S 

\leU .ltayor 1..a i:ufU'dia, 

I h.avo jw:~t l'81oabed your telegt'e.m 
or March Ut.h IUIIdnl that t<O ruab &.Yil'r1 
pCIIloil,la aid to NOW' slater, Mrno G~ 
:Slueck, who 1.~ r~pox-ted to btl in a O;JIU\IIll 
conoentrat.lon Odlf.P• l ehall look lnto 
tilis iJJ&udiate.ly and ho.'Ye t<>Y18.ryt.h1ng 
possible dOll& i'ol' her within our JlOWCII'• 

1 am advised thl>t tho agenoy v1hic:h 
ill lllOut Ulc(fl.y to ba nbl~;~ to bu of aaubt~UtO\l 
to you 1a the {Jar n!il.t'ugee Boa~ !UK\ l am 
ukina the Board t.G do::.Ul it can to be 
help.ful. 

,<ith id.ndfl&t NWU"dB 1 

'>!nee rely )'O'I.U'8, 

'the llonoreble 
l<. U • L.a Guardia 
~or or NQW Xork Oit7 

New Y.OJ'k, Now York. 



COPY~ 

S\VP 
Mr. Plitt 

1 
\ 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

l'I!IIOIIJ!:CCXKW~ 

THE SECRETARY 

March 12, 1945 

Subject: Telegram from lt.ayor LaGuardia 

Attached is a self-explanatory 
telegram from 1'-layor LaGuardia, together with 
a copy of my acknowledgment. 

I would appreciate it 1f you would do 
everything possible to assist Mayor LaGuardia 
in sending aid to his sister. 

Would you be good enough to communicate 11 
immediately with the \'lar Refugee Board and \ 
ask them to be of assistance~ In addition, I 
would appreciate it if within the next few days 
you would nave a letter drafted for my signa­
ture to 1-iayor LaGuardia outlining the steps we 
have taken in this case, 

(s) E. S. 



· .. 

SWP 
M1~. Plitt 

xxxxxxxxxxxx 
THE SIOORE'l'ARY 

Maroh 12, 1945 

Subjeots 'l'el§gra,m from MaYor La!Juard1! 

Attaohed is a self-explanatory 
telegram from Mayor LaGuardia, together with 
a oopy of my acknowledgment. 

I would appreciate it if you would do 
·everything posSible to aaeist Mayor LaGual'd1a 
in sending aid to his lister. 

Would you be good enough to oommunioate 
immediately with the War Refugee Board and 
ask them to be of assistance? In addition, I 
would appreciate it if within the next tew daye 
you would bave a letter drafted for my s1sna­
ture to Mayor LaGuardia outlining the steps we 
have taken in this oaae. 

(e) E. s. 



-~· 



\ 

FROJ.i: 

'.i'O: 

DATED: 

NUNBEH: 

--.... ,_-. 

536 y 

J vJ Q.A/ ~. 4-i'-- . . 

(o'~ 

It :l.8 R'Gated by l<a:.-:n• La Guardia that his sister, 

a native. l>f. the lln:l.tm} St!J.ter::, beGH':Iff a Hungarian subject by 

marriage~ St;e ls in r.ec-d of vitcm1n tableta and f9od and that 

La Gual·d.:l.a '<rishC::'S her.' sent vHanin to.blets and food. 

Para.phro.se 

DC/L:HLG \\\ 
3-2?-4.6 ~ 

GRE\11 
(Act1.ng) 

DECLASSIFIED 
__ State Dept; Letter, 1·11·72 

By R.H. Parka Dat:; EP 2 f 1972 
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li~~t~N 
4 

'CoNTR~l ~Opfc 
J 'rhe fo1lot·•1ng for Harrison from /io.r \;efu0 ee Board is •/HB 482. 

'l'he ·,ier Hefugee vonrd. ia info!'lllod thnt l•irs. Gemrr.n Glueck
8 

born April 21 Jl 1881. in Ntm Yorlt City • 1e currently detnined by 

the G-ermc.n Government et H£tVensbrueok near l.o'uerstenberg Meek= 

lenbure-, NW.raot '14 - 139 !Jlook 'l\;o. 

l~lec ee re,~_u.ezt ::lt·risP ('.Utllori ties to tPlW P.ll flpnroprir.te 

notion to enfet~lwrd. her from f'urther enemy purflecution nnu to 

secure her l~emovnl from HF~vensbr·usck to'~.! civ111nn internment 

PleP.se imwerJ.i:~.tel;y renuest IUJiC (1) to direct i·inr Hefugee 

·-----rm.nrd footi. pnrce1s to her ~nd ( 2) arro.nge to hove J-irc •. Gem!iia 

<~> +' Gl ~<ck included in nn evncuo.tion of intcrneee from m..vensbrutJck 
:5 ~ 

s o.c outlined in JJern 1 1:1 ~~o. 1727 of l·w.rch. 22~ Ul Q) 

8 t.'l ~ 
Ll <P <~> Kindly t'rrnnge to hnve loicC1ell('ln(!_ ncJ.vised of the contents 
<0 Ul "" 
2) cn H 

r-. ~~ this cl"b1e upon his return to S-;.li.J;zeriando · It is ur~::t:ntly 
:» Ul w -~. t ~~ ectecl thPt n ·report on the t~ct1o11 'tifiien on this re,,uest be 
;:l +' Q) 

~- '1di- ·nraed to the 1-it"r itefugee BofJrd r>.t the et>.rliest poso1ble lit r-t 
+' tJ 

~ ~om nt. 

~~ ~t~: ·itW:ul~ fJ±if~1~~~~:, · ' , II S~ .. 
- 3/30i'45 ~iii: .PD . '; · . S:UP . . 

. ~taU:We~t:' ~~l}:~j .. · .. ·_.··· ... 

J;_'IL ~,~~lia'.fi~~£p··.z·z·J972 



'l'he l'i9l' Het11gee Board 1a 1nfoNe4 that Mrs. Gemma Glllaolt, 

Unlte4 States oltlztn by birth, born April 21, 1881, 1n New York 

Olty, 1e Olll'l'tmtly detained by the Garman aovarnment at l\avena­

brueok near Fuerotenbers MeOklenburg, address 44 - 139 Blook Two. 

flease V8ql.\tet Swiss authorltlea to take all appropriate 

aot1on to eateguar~ the life of thle United Btsteo national from 

fW'ther enemy perseo\lUon an4 t.o eeo\U'e her t•emoval from &.vena­

brueok to e o1v1l1an internment camp. 

~lease 1mmed1ately reql.lest lORC (1) to dlreot War Refugee 

Board food pGroels to her and (2) arrange to have Mrs. Gemma 

Glueok 1nol\\de4 1n I.Ul evacuation of 1ntel'nees from .Raveneb~ok 
as outlined 1n B@rn'g No, 1727 of Maroh 22. 

Kindly urange to have MoOlelb.nd 84v1sed of the contents 

ot this cable upcn hl11 return to Switzerland. It le U~"genur 

requ.ate4 that a report on the aotlon talten on th1s request be 

toi'Wal'de4 to the Wfll' Retusee hard at the earUeet poedble ...... ,. 
THIS IS WRB BERN CABLE NO. 482 

10:)0 a.m. 
March 29, 194.5 

Miss Ohauhc~y (for the Sec'y), Cohn, DuJ3ois,Gaston, Hodel, Hutchison; · 
McOormakc, 0' Dwyer, Files. -

~ ..... 
. t;#P~KoC~;.£ ,~ 



fhe W~go ft\ltuf,fso l!loar4 1$ 2Atome4 that. ltra. G-el9nat! GllleoiL, 

{;ltf4 3\~bu oJ.Uaen by ·b~ bow ApJ'U fll, l.$81, ln hw Xoril 

Cit~, b OIU'.renUy c!.atdft*\1 by \he 6tJNrtn ClOV<III"A'lJ9ftt.i at Hnv~uts­
b~ok nonr hePs\onb•rs Mtoklenbul';, a44Peaa 'l4 - 1:19 Bl.ook 'l'wo. 

Pleue l'Of.ilil~tst !i~1n taUUlol"'iUu \o inlto all app.rop~Jiatto 

1utUcm \o liU<.tes\laJ'd -~i~ l!f lifih lJn1tte4 l!t~tu netJ.onalJ trom 

tur\hor oue.v poraoo~t1on and to seour~ her ~umov~l tJ"oa Raven~-
\ b¥'"eok to e <t1v1Uan lnto~mmen.t oru~tp. 

floaae lmmo41tl.tely ~HtGfJt IQWJ (l) to t.11~(10t r<tu• flttti.\I&ee 

Scart1 tond f.II.U"O&l~ to li~U" Rnd ( ~;) &l"l'*rni\f>!tl to h11ve Nro. Gelllllla 

GltA•ok inoludt4 1n an evaol!l~tion ot .l.nt.~.rneu tro~a Rn•nsbl'\Uiok 

as ou.tl.lne4 in a.~rn' $ No. 172!1 or Mtu•ob 122~ 

tindlr «Wr~-Dge to haV"e MetCl•Uand 44Vh0!1 or \b& OOMenh 

ot Ul.b ctt'blo u.POA ht~ rnu.m to ~lwlt.aerl~.t&Jd. It ie wrs~nur 
.req1.1&ltm4 tbat n NPOl"i on the anion lf-.Jtea on lhb xooquuc · bf 

fOl"WAl"t'h!Jd ,., the Wnr Rirftus•• .ic;all\1 u tbe eult.t\ pou1ble 

lll08At. 

PJMoOil\4 a/28/•& 





DEPARTMENT 
OF 

STATE 

PEM-1177 
Distribution 
rEading onl~' 
arrangEmEnt. 

SEGrEtary of StatE, 

Washington. 

19~3 1 April 1 1 noon 

WRB FROlll NCCLELL:.ND 

I will immEdiatEly takE whatEvEr action is possiblE. 

(DEpartmEnt's 1273, ·aRB'S 48, March 30) Vlit~ 0. ViEW 

to safEguarding and gEtting rEliEf to Emma GfuEck rEportEd 

at prEsEnt dEtainEd at womEn's concEntration ca~p at 

RD.vEnsbruEck. MattEr nill pErsonally bE discussEd with 

ICRC Early nExt WEEk. 

/ 1 I, howEvEr, rEspEctfully draw Board's attEntion to 

practical impossibility of initiating succEssful action 

in bEhalf of individuals at prE.sEnt stagE of dEvElopmEnts 

in GErmany. 

LEgation's sEction of hmErican intE~Ests wilL ttikE 

Mrs GluEck's casE up with appropriatE Swiss authoritiEs. 

JT 

Hi\:RRISON 

. DECLASSIFIED 
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A:pril 3, ].945 

I m:: ver:·i 1Jlea~£!<l to advine you tllllt in re!l,)Ot\Be 
t0 n•tr callle to }lern of lmrch 30, 1945• '<ill have received 
t!lo follo\dng re:;Jly fron the l~oard1 s rapresentntive in 
Swi tznrlaru1. un"'der 'lnte of April 1: 

nr will it:tnediatel;r take whatever action is 
·,,oesi"t,le '1:1. th a vie~1 to safeguarding a11d get­
ting relief to Gemna. Glueck reported at prenen t 
to be detained at tho concentrution camp s.t 
Havonsbrueclc. I shall pernonally discuss· the 
matter with the Intornntional. Red C~·osn •-1ithin 
the next few d.ays. 

"The I.egation1 s section of Ainer:l.can Interests 
is also te..ldng up Mrs. Glueek•s C8.ge liith the 
appropriate 3\rl.ss authorities." 

I shall, of course 0 keep you advised' of any furtlier_ 
developments in the Matter. 

Hon. F. n. LaGuardia, 
Ma;ror of New York City, 
No\'1 York, liew York. 

!'Have 
J!/3/45 

Sincerely yours, 

~ 
(Signed) ~llw 0 1DWYii 

W111frun~ 





FHON~ 

TO: 

DATSD: Ap:r·il ·'. 1:145 

1256 ).-

Department. 

CONTROL COPY 
.LSISi 

·,{1th re[janl to possibilities of obtaining the releaBe 

from Ge:cmnn concentr.n.tlon camp cf the sist0r of i'layor La 

Guaru1a, Hrs. Gemma Glueolr., <"Wl her hus1Jand and child, we 

hc..ve had discussions '·Jitll the Foreign Off:lce of Sweden and 

certain other persons. 

You are referred to my messa;~es, Nos. 1080 and 1088 

botll dated Mn.rch 20, and Depnl'tment 0 a messages 5J.2 and 538, 

tllat this release could be '-'lffected v--.. .. ·ough ino.irect contact 
------------~----~-··---,.--

~·ri th 1ndiv:tdt.!als 11ho have a.ccompll8_tle~--~':l_o~--~·~_:L_:_r:~es on pr.e~ious 

occasions t-_lltl:l_E.._~I'_t!_l~n_German of~'icials are fairly go)d. In 

pbte.inl.ng el ther complete release or special prot action· fo:t' 

groups 01' partln"JJ.ar pe1•sons in which the Government o:J:' S,·leden 

~·1as interested, Kel"Sten and :'le5.B'G l1ave been very helpful to 
-

the Government of Sweden, fo-,. instance.~ ~en and Kleist 

have been the aubj eot of numerous prPvious telegrams. from the 

Legation. Definite instructions from the Department on this 

ouest ion 

DECLASSIFIED 
State Dept. Letter, 1'11~72 

By .alL Parks Date S£P2 7 1972 
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such persons D::ttl ':.':\. \;h oonelc1c r;;:~:t,:m of posslh1111:y of cha1•ge 

the United StPtcs by su.;;h n··:C~?>;:latlons and the churacte:r- of 

persons 111 th ':Ihom 1 t cvill be :wcef3sa:cy to deal. It does not 

Geem that th8re arc ofn.c1nl 0" lG[sal means of obtaining the 

relense of the:Je incU -,r lclunl:'l. 

Alth::n2r;h o:!.' lWCessj.'Gy t::r>nnapo:r.tatlon ancl ultimate dellve:ry 

in not certain, a:crnng•~lilcni~B foX' send.lng vi tnmins and food 

paclw.;ses to l'lra. Glueck he.V(? ;;..l:t'i')e.rly been completed. 

JOHNSON 

DC/L: GP\·i:AN 

4-0...45 



FRON~ 

TO: Seoreta.ry o1' S<;v.tc, ;·J'anhington 

DATED: April ·' 1945 

1256 

'l'he folloNine; 1:5 for· t~ne Kar Hefusee Boa1•d -ancl the 

Department. 

-_.11 tb r·c~Rrd to poosibllJ.Ues of \)bta.ining the relea"le 

from Germnn concentrn t:l.on c:-1mp cf the sis tcr of lviayor La 

Guaruia, l'1ra. Genuna Glueek, n~d her husband e.nd child, we 

have had discuss ions '·I:t th ',;he Fo;.•eign Off :tee of s,,eden anCl. 

certain other persons. 

You al'e refar:recl to my messa::;es, Nos. 1080 and 1088 

both dated lvlRrcb. 20, and .0ept?.r·t;ment 9 a mesaae;es 512 and 5~:\8 9 

dated gan~b. 19 ~.m1 M.o.rch 23 l'espectlvely. 'rhe proepeots 

that this release could be effected ~-..:r-ough indirect contact ------- - - -·--· ~ .. -.~~--·-·-··----~ ... ~~__...,.~...,.._.,. . ...,._~_ ........... ~-- ........ ~· . 
t·Ji th indiV:l.due.lB T1h0 have accomplished eSUCh releasee on preViOUS 

occasions i·rith cer'cain German oft'lcialti:-e.re fail•ly goJd. In 

pbta1n1ng el then· complete rGlease or spec1a.l protection fol' 

groups or particular persons 1n 'Hhiqh the Government of S't'Jeden 

'\'Ias interestec1, Keroten and ::1e~~,9t; have been very helpfUl to 

the Government of SHeclen, ro-,, instance. _ Kersten and Kleist 
-. --~~· _·. -

have been the av.bJ ect of nvJuerous-.-prt"viot\s telegrams from the 

Legation. Def1nite 1netrU:ctiorisfrom the Department on this 

rmest1on 

- . -DECLASSIFIED , -
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• 
of favori'tinm t·:!;~_r.::1 ;n.ttJ;ht be pco•h•.ced Ptmong certal.n _gx•oups in 

the United StP.tea by st:•~;1 l1Gi!,·:O\~:.at1.ons an'l. the char::;.cter of 

persons ul th ~·rho•n it :·:J.ll b"' n2r:~ecsn:cy to deaL .J:t does not 

· aeem that th,::re arc o:f.'l'lc1n.l ::JP legal moans of obtaining the 
' ---. 

rele:->.J3e of thene 1nd1vJ.duala. 

Although of neoess:l'~y ·t:rnnspo:rtat1Jn and ultimate delivery 

1 s not certain, ar:r·>:>.ngomcn'ts for sending vi tnm1J113. and food 

paoka~es to Hrs. Glueclt llD.VG alreP.rly been completed. 

JOHNSON 

/ 

ad I. 

/ '-"'--

DC/L!GPiv:AN 

4-5-45 
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'·;,· dear '}ene ra 1: 

CITY OF NEW YORK 
OFFICE OF THE MAYOR 

NEW YORK 7, N.Y. 

April o, 1945, g 

Thank :rou for your letter of Apri 1 3, 1945. 
I appreciate your interest. As you will see in the corres­
pondence with the State Department, I will gladly reimburse 
for any expenditures, I suppose ~ money vlill do no ~ood 
now but as soon as Gerr.1any surrenders, if any money is necessary 
to get her out and to a decent place to live, I shall reimburse 
at once, 

I will not write until I am sure that a letter 
from me will not cause retaliation, I would appreciate it if 
I could get her address as soon as hostilities cease, 

';'iith kind personal regards, 

Sincerely yours, 

Brig. General Yiilliam O'Dwyer 
Executive Office of The President-
1'iar Refugee Board 
1':ashington 25, D. C, 

4416 
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JI.Ml..J::G A'l'lOH 

1945 APR 14 AM g 35 

~lG/ .. 
l.IA!SOI/ 

? /(;J ,, ';/" 

tUI~l HUt iJ~'j{ 
:Ji'OCKIWL.r-i 

678 )(' 
'.L'ile follO't'ritlli tor Olsen end Johncon from Depprtment 

)< 
E!IIt~ ::r r Hefueee l3oard is ~:RD :352. 

!-teference your lio. 1256 of il;>ril 6, 1945. 

Department and lJoa:rd c're of the vie~- thr:t stepo Dhould 

not (repev.t not) be ttJ{en to effect rclecoe of iirs. G-er.uno. 

Gluecl-c through inClirr,ct contn.cts. 

\;}U;: i.ii1V U.G 
4/12/45 

BTE'r'r!NIUS 
(GLfi) 

U~ity reasons the 
For sec · , • t 
text of this messa::e mus 
be oloselY guarded. 

NOli: 

DECLASSIFIED .. 
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OF1.':iLr. 'J:O J'OHlif>(.i!'oi t'i.Nl) OL:i&N, -':i'!'OCJ'I.HOLH, FH.vf.i u;;1'Ar1.Tl4r.N'l' MiD 'llllf' 
J\ _ WU lli.;:. BOA,~D 

Reference your No. 1256 of April ti
1 

1946. 

Department and ·Board are of' tbl'l vLew tlllat e tepa shov.ld not 

( repe>a t not) bl!l taken to efteot rlltleo.ae of Mra. ue:nmto. l.tlueQk 

through indirect conteots. 

TcilS IS WRB STOCKHOLM CA.BLE NO. 352 

4:30 p.m. 
April 11, 1945 

Jiii ss Qhaunc~w ~or tne ~ ;;) , Gefin, DciBois, l'iaston, HOdel, Ffu:tchilson, 
Me0ofmaek, G'Ibqer ·w;J &s, 

4/ll/46 





- .,.'o--.'"'' 

.. C<f().:A/_ '· . -~-.. ·_.·---·----~~---··_ -_ -__ -._·_ , ... 

--······(~;~) 

FROJI.:\~ 

.'1'0 ;· 

. . ... 

DA'l'ED; (Un,}_,t_ ···~_d} .~·'!":<::.i;.Lvr:d!.· ·grly :~~; 19~~if>,. CONtROl COPY NUMBER; 

ment, Number 678. 

from the con :o:~nt:ca U.on CEiiJJ}) 6. t · Habensbl'Ur::l;: a_nd \those evacua t1on 

from Geruw.n,y by '·'ElY o.C Denmark t;o-3~reden_ Here acc~ompl,ishecJ by 

SHeO.lsb. Hed l:h'osz eJ:pedLtJ):>ri he£~dr::d by J.:ou.nt Br~r;la:c'.otte, that 

- -:_:··. 

the.y stat eo tilt .. t .;.Ji th no ux p:LanH t1.on r, 1. ven rhr. t•ra a removed 

very B!J.ddenly :fl.'b;n tb:i.s CiO.'ilp a\Jou. t two 01' three t:feeks ago. 

lnforwat1on in -th:~s :rw.tte'r·. 

'DcjL:LCW; 

5-3-·45 

JOHNSON 

_ nlwussJlit!!io --
staJ;eD~pt. Letter; 1-11·?9 

By IfH.Pirk~ nate S£P 21 


