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FOR LEJ,VI'rT FROJ.I PILPEL JDC 24 fnrtl1::q;-' cuaplifying JDC 

21 and 22. Your \"iRE 87. 

Iiay er sucg ES ts and it is bEliE': Ed \'IRE r cpr E:J mto. ti vE 

BErn \'lirinc; \!ashington as fellows first, tlmt united Statts 

SwEdEn and Pc.lu:tinE should Each grant visas in tEns of 

thousands for liungarians on b~,sis of v1hich Sniss might rE-

quEst Hungary to o.lloYI r Efuc;E.Es ,to rEotxin thEl0 E:~ SE:cond, 

f,lGiErs, Spain 2.nd Polotucal should bE c.skEd to sEt; up transit 

camps EspEcio.lly fm' rabbiEs, rEligious c.nd in'GElltctual 

lEadErs. HungGrian commnndEr thinks.GErnan transit possiblE. 

Third, sincE carryine;; out thEsE plGns in EuropE involvE 

hEc.vy cc.sh and mercho.ndis E outlay Liayer v1ould neEd millions 

.Sniss fr£>.ncs in hand aclditiGnal to current appropriation, 

It is thought by Dobldn that PalEstine cG"MficritEs 
~-. 

availablE provic1Ed Unit eel Nations approvEd Br~dt proposal-. 

or modification of it. REfErring tEl tgr2.m toi.I2.ycr stating 

thc.t ro.bbiEs think coopcro.tioll StErnbusch i\npErc.tivE Saly 
__ - ,-

consid El'S importc.nt you lmoYI that various rEsponsiblE groups 
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-2-, /12025, JunE 28, 7 p.m., from Lisbon. 

sEEk o.ction thEir adhErEnts and protEGES whilE JDC is con-

cErnEd \7i th gEnEral rEscuE. Sine E propositions invariably 

ovErlap l:io.yEr inc1icntEs nEcEssity of dEcision on policy to 

support joint typE o.a. nEll o.s othEr •. 

DEspitE ZEal spEcial or~:;;anizo.tions l.mErica to o.ccomp-

lish thEir purposEs rrE dEsirE point out So.ly Is ExcEllEnt 

V/Orking r ElO. ti <?nshipS ni th r Epr E SEn tt:: ti VES o.ll or(jO.niza t ions 

in SrritzErlancl. ExpECtEd Saly mEEting dElEgatEs sEVEral 

c;roups soon hoping for fusion projECts. Infm,ming Schwartz; 

all of abovE. 
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FROM: 

TO: 

... 

.. 

o2. -~~~?.71/ -:· ?)VL,..p~ . 

PARAPHRt1.SE 01'' TELJJ.m,~.M RECEIVED 

Arr. er•ican Lcga t ion, Berr1 

Secretary of State, Washington 

DATED: June 30, 1944 

NUMBER: 41'"/0 

Mc;:LELLAND SJ;.lH)S 'rHE l•'OLLOWING F'OR WRB. 

Refer·~nce is made herein to the Legation 1 s cable of 

June 24, no. 404L 

'l'he Jews of Bu.dapGst have no illusion as to the fe.ct 

tr,at deportation is probably in ator•e for the majority of 

300,000 Jews con.;:enti'a ted in houses and restricted blocks 

all over that city, a_ccording to :lrl!'Ol"mation dated June 18 

and recei VEld from l.'8Sponsible Jewish circles in Budapeato 

It :l.s openly admitted by the Genilans. that selection of those 

to be deported will be made on a basis as follows: (A), 

men who are able=bodied, (B) child:c·enr women .an.d g1rls.who 

are a.ble~boaied1 (C) all pe~·sons v.nsuited for work and 

children. No doubt the last mentioned category will be 

sent to Auschwitz for exter'lnination while the first' t\VO 
6~~---·. groups will be uaeO. a:;~ .forced laj:mr in occupied terri-

tol•ies and O.o1•many o 

There seema to be some poss,ib:l.lity, fls l'6SU1t o.t' 

recent discussions 1n Budapest between respcmsible Jews . 

and Germans 

DECLASSIFIED . 
. State Dept; Lettei,l-11. 72 

B~ .I( H. P~rks· Date~ 'I 



and Germans, of the following~ ( 1) rescue of a smf',ll number 

of children and prominent per·son~1 who will ba allowed to 

leave Hungary in e,n initial convoy of 1000 persons; nnd 

(2) rather thnn being 1mmediate~y exterminated, tho lean 

~onoossion that 30,000 Hungarian Jmv3 uns1.1:ited for work 

will be maintained in three camps in Germany. The success 

of those two proposals depends in turn on two conditions: 

.I ( 1) That there can be secured for the initial r:roup of 

I 1,000 and for others to follow emigratlon possibilities 

v1n Spain; and (2) that the three camps of 10,000 persons 
I 

each ~.n Genmany can b~ supported by the supply of funds 

from Jewith orgo.ni:ll~tiona, '.l!o do this :l.t is estimated tho;t 

at least 500» 000 Sw:l ss f'ranca monthly would be necessary. ; 

r 
11 It we.s intimated by th~ Germ:&ns toot .fux•ther contingents 
" ~~ would be allowed to leave Gex'lilany from tl:~se camps as '( 

~ Spanish transit and'· oversel,j,S { P01lest:tne, :North Africa or 

r el::wwhere) emigration vi~as became available. 

\'· These propositions have,, OJ:J.@rLclif:llJUssed with Salyrtw.yer• · 
I 

o.f Joint to whom appeal. !:\as ~en addressed., to f'ind.funds ----required for the support of such camps in Ge!'lllany • We 

both feel that a serious attempt should be made to secur.·e 

initial block of 1, 000 or more Spanish transit v:tsa:~ at 

least for the children, ~v~n t!lough we both cons1d~r them 
. - . ,__ - -, -

highly improbable and incem'pret:ieQ.sible ,t'rom.inany a1.1gles. 

Toe care· 
·- ----
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'.i'o car0 for such transit gr·oups !:::<"r•a.ngements should be 

rmo.dG in Sp~;~.in e.nd for further desti.natj.on.s o.lso. A 

grent many have Pulostlns C0rt:i.f5.eates, .:~ccording to 

inf"orrnntion we hs1ve received fr·om Bl..idapest. We recolllllJend 

that approach be made to the Spanish Government. 

In at least trying to comply with requests of persons 

sux•( ·;(·) plHce in B.ungaz•y thel"O is nothing to lose e.nd 

possibly something to ga:i.n, evoo though trese pr·opositions _-

may seem to be far fetched. Even though remote, eiV,'?I'Y 

channel of aid mus·t be explo~ea in view of tm desperateness 

of the situation of Jews tr..er·e o Ovar 400,000 have already 

been deported, accordine to reports. 

{*) Apparent omission 
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TO, 
DA.'l':ll.ll. 
NlOO!Eli 

.Amtllriae:n L0«ation0 "&rn 
SGcrotary of 8tats. Washington 
Jffuue 24 0 1944 
4041 

Ut.ferQnce is made lw:rewi·th to 10gation)s maGroag>;> dated. 
Jru15 17, r; o 31!!6'7" paragraph tlu·CB& , 

Now thare 1B no doubt that the ~<ajority of tha J0wlah 
pr;pulat.ion east of tho :Ct~.uule ·~apeaially i;:,. ealt1tcn'lfl lWl•that•n, 
and north easte1·n Hungary has OO<~;n dGpar:" t€d. ·t;o Polando :li\lrth\11): 
Nliablo information oonfiming this fa.ot baa coma in in tho 
cotU"Ge of' tho past two we~:;ks from tht.D' following independ0nt 
sou .. ,~<l'l> (a) Swims o:l':t'ioie.J. Qli!!Ployae jUDt ro1r!a1.1'~ed trom 
:l>udapeut. (b) llailway wurk.ilrs in O!iH~oh ren:l.etance movement 
(c) othl'lr reliallle seoret source l'&@:Ul'<l information as to 
\Sourcen> as a.bsolutel.;r confidential sinca any publ.icit;r 
Ngaroiug them lfOuld e!!dagnet• liven 

:!i'rior to th0 deportat ionry0 there were tvw ve~»ka t<) a 
mono;;h of brutal onncwntra.Uon du:t•1.ng which thouet\!ldsof Jewa 
'i.JEll"Q erowded together in primiti'l11) q\lal'tera with insutf1o1Aen·t 
food.; Glothing and water0 l'®~nll.esa of state. of heal tho am: 
or age, fha l!ungar:ian gwndalr!!!)rio un Laszlo lludrs 0e orden:~ 
i.a~l!i'-· -. .y carried ont thi.e aot iona 

Appalrently the actual. large a®a.le ®portat ions began Ill bout 
1113.y 15 and lasted Wltil the m:l.ddle oi June., !i!he. more~nt 
involo;~l.ld : 29 000 p&1'1!0M per day& J.iwnt '1' 0 000 through sn'JF., 
Oa>:~~ha w.saia and 50 000 th1·ou.gh Slovakiao OharaoterisUc of 
Sllleh af,;tiOMc people were deportad 60 to 70 per scealed :freight 
wg<;l'l f'of' a t fJ1p of two to throol days wl thout adequate ~'<\tear 
or t·ood probably . resulting 1llt. man;y deaths en routeo 

i'.cl.l'ticnlarJ;y need were the following st~~~~·· of railr> 
-~­

~-(~-J Osap-,lfasohaQ»heo0'9'9L~oUn-·l!'owysaoz. m direction of 
C:;;m,:tc;~ _ ,,, (2) Satoraljaujhaly,-,Lag!namich Wlan?~Mich!UoverP 
M4dsU,ailoraea Also ~ thoUmd boopo flo aiul.. fJ'oa th& 
Polioh f:ront were ia.'ansported daily over this line8 · (3) ~~~"" 
LavMzne;; (4) Galanttaf">hredoLf.!opoldotnd~,-;!'ove!!Histo-,frenoin; 
(6) l'ru,f;IcyJ21111nao 

. It ill IU'ged lt;y all eoure111s of thiS inf61'11'181.tion 1n Glovakia 
and Hunga17 that vital see)!; ions of theao lines especial~ bridges 
along on be bom'IMid as the only possible moans . of. 8101111\g . down . -
or stopping fntlU'e deponaUOllflo (!his is s\ibmitted: ll;r-ae aa.~ 
a propollial. of thGise agencies and 1 oan wn\u.ra no opiJlioa on 
its utility)~ A.t-lea~toooooo 
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Dear •· Lea'fitta 

!be fOUcnring oztidtllt1&1 ••na• tor yw .fr011 *· PUpltl 
wae · ~1ftd. through the ~OtUl Beuq at -Lllboa uncler ~· 
·of J\me 28, 1944a . · 

• ..,_ iuaen• ad it ill beU•.-.4 • · :repnlltlltat;t.w 
Bern Wiring lf.Ubinpon u follona !.tnt, tbat Uaited 
~ .. , s..t.n and P.;Leatine lihollld eaob p-at 'riMa in 
tene o:t tbouanu tor lbagariua on baeie or whioh S.Ue 
might req'I.IMt !Upry to .U• nlu&Me to 1WIS.il tbeNJ 
MOond, Ugiv., · 8pdn aan4 Por\upl llli.oulcl be Ukecl to 
eet_ up tnatd.t uape Hptl(llalq for rabbiee, ZO.Uaioua 
ad Snt~u1 1e1-.. Jlugariafl oo~ thinU 
a.-.. trault poe~J Cldri, e1Mt ountDc out then 
plau in lurcipe Snwlw be(l.v ouh aa4 •Nb.andt• out1a7 
..,... would bHCl .uu-. ....... truOII in bud ad41tl01111 
w~t~tiorl.-

It 1e thou.pt b7 Do1*iA \11&\ Palestine oenit101he 
••UAble ~ IW.ted lfa\loae •JIPI'4M4 l:ru4t JNJDeal_ _ 
or IIOdltleatlell ot tt. -~ t~- to .,_._ na\b£ 
that .-.bblo thiaalc o_,..-'lcill ·~ Sllptnttw ~all' 
ooadden Sllponant ,._.. •• •t 'f.ViCIIle _,..,_.J.ble 
II'OUJII. Mek •ottoe. tb.Jtt ............ prfte .... Yldla. 
nD_le ~wltb-__..:t .,. .... ..._. Jl'lflli\1ou_ 
ill~ cnvlap ~ .,..._ ......_.et • ._.s. 
e polio; to IIGIJIOR- ·citBt·_ tm .. ..U u ....... 

IJINipite .-.1 epeotet. oap:allidltliiie ......_ -. .._.,uu 
tbe1r ,.., ...... dHiN poilat. ou.t .., ...... :n., 1tWid.al ftl.aU,....s,. 'Wltla ...,.....u,.,._ aU ..,_1 .. \S.tu ill 
llwlt ... J.IIII!I. ........ Sell' .............. llnWAl ..... 
.._ bopiag.tor fladcil_pro~··· ·~ .......... aU_ot ...... - - . 

_..,.-~~. 
--~ 

(Signed] OJ, le PPJ.• 

-c~i~· 'lo Nl1e ......:.- ........ 
•. -..... "· '-4"· ........,.. . . -H- ~ 
------~ ... -~-o-s.·----.,., ....... __ -- ...... _. - .. _·-.- ,:.;--:}~/1 _.-_ 
... ~.-...... _-ycr(J--~--
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CDNfB£~7o;'f 
ORIGINA:t, TEXT OF irELEGRA14 · iJEJT 

FHOllla secretary ·Oi' state, Washington 

TO c. AMLEGATION, BERN 

DATED& July 10~ · 1944 

NUMBER& 2360 
Y. 

FOLLOWING FOR llfl:}llSTER HAHRISON AT BERN FOR ¥oCLELLAND 

The aubatance of the proposal reported. in rou~ 41'70 of 

June ~0 1a being conveyed to the Britb~ and soviet govern­

menta in accord with policy to do so with all such proposals 

no matter hoW .dubious. their nature or origin• Somewhat Sim­

ilar proposals have been reported through Stookho~ and 

Ank:ara and the United States and Britilsh governments are now 

considering the practloab1lity of requesting the Spaniah 

government to rectlve temporarily a manilgeQble number of ·Jews 
. ; ·-;. ·._- :. - . -

and other persecuted peo:pl~ permitted t.o depart by German and 

satellite authorities tromterr1tort•s contro1l,.ed by them. 

Saly Mayer ahou;d endef:lvor, through peraori• bT whom 
appeal was addressed to him• to ast).ertain mol'•(K4ette.'1l•d 

1ni'ormat1on . conoernlilg identity or ~rsons nfa]l:\~g!\'J;'roposal 
and tn8JUlSr in WbiCh prOJ>088d operation Would ~~fca~ied 
out • In' view oi' Swiss !'raric e1eJD.e~t, -it would appear proposal 

. - - - ·_- ~~.-~;;;~-_:-,,-__ ·; __ -

is one motivated bJ German need tor roreiP:'l!!e:JtchS.nge. and : - . • -----, --_ ,_ - -. ,.-.,: ... ·z;;;_'"-'"'- ·:--· ___ -. _- ; 

tor exp:{ore.torj purpoa ea.· SaljlilaJer•ms:gl>_~~}1.qu1r:e about 
t;~-.:eceptablilt'J 

"- --c~~~i~ -~- · .. ; .;.-~-*~:, ~-~ 
DE~ksst.FiEi:> .. ;t:e:~~::~se::e1·s[P:12] 1972 
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the acceptability of support for ·P.!'OP,~ae~d "~P.", b;y meane 
0 ~ c.. ji·,·; :_! .!UL ;:;, .. · -· 

nqt p:roductive of fo:re1gn exchange. suoh •• bJ>internal . . . . ~ 

bo:r:rowtn8a .again•t blocked f'unde 1n neutral bank or the 

actual importation ot.toodltutf'a and olothtngunde:r ade-
··- • . I, .. · •- • 

quate Intero:roaa eupen1don and :With adequate guaranteea 

as to uae to whi()h same' will b'~ pu~ • . In making his 1nqu1r-

1ea Saly Mayer should not refer to, thie Government o:r an7 

interest 1t Jitay have in the niatte:r. 

THIS IS WRB CABLE TO BERN NO. 75 
K 

.. 

HULL 
(GLW) 

~-~: ---
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. .the a~tuoo ot \00 prtJpteil. r•Pfk~ 1h ifOIU" 4170 ~ "'-
.lO ia bl)j,JlJ~ o~mvi)JI'od t.o ~ht1 t:lr1ttlllh ·IU'ld 8~bt. ltcrntr~tlf iR aecOI"d . 
witb l*Uq \o do ao lr.Ub all ®ell ~~~ no DBtttao how dubiwa .. ·. ·. 
thoil'. nu'<-IU"n 01' odjX!n. ~IOtiGwhut ab!Uo,v pr~ havu bMu repux'tf;lcl 
t.hro~tgb Utunkhom m~r.1 i\nlttU•a on;! thu iltlit1td 5\>lt.aa onu Al:'1tlath · .· · 
6fJVII.t'nl~Qilt.iJ ~tl llOlf CotW!I,dol·tt:ft thc1 p1•Mt.1cud:.ii.i.fo7 Of l"&>i\MitG~iJjf; ~h~ 

· Sp.11ll.illh · novuJ.WaGnt. to .-ooCJ~VIl '•e~JA;!OrlU'ily <t ~t!Abl6 nl.llllbtr ot. Jon• 
and oth.w.· pt11'liltK:Ut.ttd ~()pl& ptwrat twa -~ii dt~Jlllrl, b~ ttor~r. lmd 1Ja\oll1te 
~tbort \lou ~ !;.orrUm•1t.tt; ~iontroU~tt by· thatt. ·. ·. ·. · 

ualr Ua,vur ;,))~ ~lllltwl'II'Ol.;; thl'mll~h l'WitOJii1 h7 Whl>t!l nppual 'IW1 · 
addr,;nuaw t.o h~, t.Q I&Ghl"ki,n _lllo1·a. ull~utl lntot•uation clh!Ol'Jl1ri« 
1donu t,y ot pt~_riiGnlt ~ FOPQHfll IWU NU\Ilw.· 1n tth1ch J»'OVOOOd .. 
IIJ*'iit1on 1fi)U1J b+» CUU"~U Q~~. . In vitm O! · tlW1q fl'O.III} ol~U\1 it 

. voolcl &WJINU• J>I'OPIMial _i.lf QQO nutivtltml t.v Otll'll!llfi ne~d tO¥' f.o:retgn 
fi:Mihange; lind tdl' ~UplOt1ttUrJ ~)!ll:'p!Hib ~7 t«a.lfDr tAHht. inql&il'n j~Uoi.lt 
the acuttptabf.UtQr ot CtliJll*t !or J?l'OJ~ ~!m ~ 1\t'mnt~ not Pl'Gd!I.Ot.ive 
ot. t01•0ign f;IJ:ttbmi!;o, 11141* a.. b¥ ~l;tJNtnl bcNrra~ apiut. . blookttd 
fundi$ in nelifirul. bablc t>l" thn arrtu.a1 i14J)l)l:t.~t!Qtl Of !'OOdnt.ut!n ·aut.l · 
ulot.hl.nu ~.Wltn" ll~11atu lW<t.>rcrou ~~~.bion &ud:wJ.loh ~<Utto 
(t~&~tr·ont.m# .tl# ·to u• ti~ tthlJ~h. ~ Yt.\U be ~lt. :r.n ~ hlll :Lil!i!W'Ue 
f;laJ..v ~Ytil' 11hou:W uot {l."qpeat .tlRlt) 1•ot .. ~ to tb,.ct Olmlrr,...ellt or 11\Y .·· -· 
1nt.fWI)St. it. lJil~ hA,Ij :t.n th~ ~~~At~. 

··-c.-. DECLASSTFIED 
)'i.t~teDept, Letter, l-11'7; 

By R. It Pm·ks Date~ 2 '1 
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:ffl('/[. 
~l'Ot 1 
LtA~~r; 
_t:H.il\r'}Ii~R 

! 

.{U1_'·.:; ~::'-_f1P:J.1· X;t~gD.t~.o:~il . :Uor)\. 
J(!{J.f-.1}b~~:)1 J.i ... q·f --~tit~t:',~· w~,,~h·1}'t~~t·.rrJ.'i 
]~_1 ~~H~ H } ~)1:-11 

ZGOf: 

I ~i:h~:· \1'1:1;·;.;:;:~. i>itun1~lon h; n:d; o14eiti.J:' •ina f• ' !10!!10\1. tiro.~ ·l;ht,t'H r-0.;') h"'~·'"-' 
ll4 6.1.:eG.;rl.; llo<¥,1 ., :(~ ~fi m t lmow:v .. ho'W lilllriy h·."' ~·;t1®0lf. ·l:E>Jne.i r;, P-.t Vi 't'r.r,:<. 
r..ti1 1lho r,,:rti auong thoM -~\t th<!> Dl"im<l!y i~Q .:·· ;.. ''t.1o:;i OS!r>!l,l;• !'J.<li'i'.X' Pr..:o:i)l) 
r~bOrD$0~!-.l'~r )J'bE!pQ. i:;t"}. _'b1'~i11p; · inbefnrt~HJ bf!.{~l~ \.o :_• • ·,;;:1 fi.ts. VG- b~o;u· t:ak(~.tt 
liy·th~:. o\.m . .,:i:':\<;'!.11 I,G(;rttl.\nL t\t B<H'.iJ. 

. Xn ,w:;cr..ootion wli;h .BQl'£;1WHl<'lh'911 .,s:nd 'Xorli: Camp B0:rg~-\t il!l&:( 

DrzE;d~<<: ·u~ i;·:l.llh to r:'l)fin:· to ltwt o:;q:.l<lUllltio:n[j by \W.. 'Q'ni'ortum~t.ti>ly,. 
tht';r.9 h\r. h<J>i>;-:. no tJlta;ug0 in ·l;;h'!l fli:b.l~Ati.on (;Jt<J);•f.'l. No autho1•illatlon 
·I;Q DQnV.(!i; or visit i;'li.is G!tmp or to aand pl\rMl:t ot' t'~uJd it'i heJ.ti 
by lRGo You.r iut~.>l'V®n·l;ion ia 6Xp9ot&d .by us. 

''"' u;-o;:;~ '' Vi.y i".ak you tG• find li · Polutio:n to thtil p:roblGm ot prD"' 
poafl•t ptVHJpo.rt!'l nthoi.r'- regfl.t"d ·t-.> th~> Y:!.tt~l sttua'l;i(>ll·· fhQfze 
pape<l~13 r.rt• re<leived by ua only from one OoiU!ulate up to tho pTt~Ocmt 
tir.~e Thl.ll im r.l,aolutiDly imJU:t';('iu,.omt tor resoue mrk oarried on by 
u!l At va:d.ou:1 placels such P'J.J?$r!l are useful mee.ns s.nd_ they h~ye . 
IH> re.!· hdp€ld 1.,. SlQVo\ldn. auli iiU.U{I;!i\x'yo Jllml iZl l.t'UlJgtl.t·y nr® roqoor.ti:n;f' 
thew. raost ur•gt>tri:;ly ·~o be BJnitt4ld. ,by di.t'ferent etatec. 

Wo are qnite dG~JSptlrA-hs r(lgD\rding the inornsingly te<·riblm 
ll:itngll.J:"lQ.n ai t;u~:bion , :rh(!lre are> &l:ready on· deporta.tl on.l ii.lt~ 3 ,.ooo· 
J~lre, It i~;. \!X'g®ntly requ9sted by: Ri\l)b1 of !feutra and othr.r£. that 
!'.L-mnil be o~mt ·l;o the tc!'I'ZU! of ~os0 lttuohau a.'ld l'reliov. 
15,000 Jo;;z _p:'jr day ru•€l deporl.Qld to Poland onr thil!! route ~i:nM 
May :J.f>o The pt<op).0 ttro in deep~J.:I.r that l'JOthing hll.11 been c!one unt;U 
thl!< pn•IS~m·b . It· is r111quested thl\i. you intervene arvl not mius aMth;,•· 
hou1• in thl.a ~u;.tte:r n~ tlue·i.tJ ons mea:ria of resou..-":1,. 

ll.s yat. ow oou:d.e.- .from Li'thuau.tll. hll.l;'! not •·eturn!!ld, Oh:\.@.f ..•.. · 
R~bbi Rage;." ~f Wyanitg: ~md fllllrl,ly mve beG:a saved aid a~·riv<Dd ~sterday• 
:1:i.1 Buoh<.\X''ilat. · · · · 

._ - . -~~--

Nagot,ie.td.ontl. with S:'.eml.kia. fo1• the-p!J.l"p-.:rtW"W""opr;;nir.lg~furtht!r · -;-
),abor oam1>a fo4• l'ef~\gsiur frcmt HU»gl.\l'y h&ve beon l!ltarted by lUd»ith 
th<~ Vatiaan·'~:u\:I.J.l.. ~ho oost of set·tin{:; ttp thcs$ oamps bAG b®en 
undGlWi tt!iln by us p1·~vided th~'.':0 :l.tf no rtJst;riotion on ndmU!llion 
·of. ll(iffi 1•efugeqb 

_- nEcLA.s'Wfiimn . _ .. 
Btatfi Dept. Letter, l-1F72 

By R. JI: Parks Date SEP · 2 '( • 
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~ ~J•,''I;_l i .. J .. _':J··--<L:t ~.:.oo·t'~ _;\ J:\tr-th{'·J:· :~~00 J C()G_ .f'o ~lU(:il }F'. --.,;-~: b»'ntl. v\fH5.:.?~~ . ~;, ·i; 
·.if:') 1:.- --~-:--!.~. t:· :.::·:.-.?";(. .J(<JZ: ..:.hJ:n ;:n;;r::. --~; __ 

~;_'_· "~:h '1 __ :_. 
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,- -~'l,.i:'-:'~ - ~U01Ri.1!i 

· -~ ;•::., · .... ~-di'ftX.!/Jf:-'.' 

~--~: \~u:i. •:=r .... ,.. ~,~: n·i;.; . 
;~ _;1 ':·: ~i~~f! fl.b!Jr):: -,_~! -::.~_-,_r ,j·!~ {l~H)!l ght!/~, ~i0 J;~;v.~ '~-~'!~~ 

J·,~ :'.·\~ -;:· 0 ::tln~;btt t.~·;-·-;~ t:/.: :1·.v 
-.J .:~:-::_~ ... (~,\'· 

~ A. 

;::-~ .. U·_--t;~_k;o\V hr~. v:;, ·;:;; ~~~r:: 11 ,t.: ;J ~:--r,~:;::, ::··-; , . -;: t-:.-_Y"_~_~y· .T5i ~;h f,h:-}:t·' ::t. -~; .: 
·_;· ··--·: ;-~.::.? th:5.~i.£;fA 1oo~_:.: ::..:'L (;:) :v·.t)nh !"'~-- f~!u~n ot:.llip8' r:.:f ':~~:~-'.~~·-.:~}. _-:..nti Ka~~£t oan.nc, -~, 
,., ;.. ·-t(;r: l):-:"l h0d. _hy r:lu '.~.~h0 ~:~_;!~.- ~.ra :t 1r .\')t> o~-~ t-rl ~hOt\~ r1_o·~·or u ~(n K~ 3ohB.i~. 
·.'~ 000 r>.nd ir., iJugv>W about 200 000 oo.r"il. living iu b>.o:tok faotoi'it's,. 

"''"' l:n hcliili:Hl in .l'lo.g}'Vil.rcid bwl; app:ro::r.iwP.t.oly l~nOOO fi7.'~ il:l "'· 
;:err 'il'~Y0<>ti1Wh:toh£~rfl Wi!.D.ad oi'.f. w,i-t;h lJOill:"dfJo Xt, ~~.thE:' llSl\\·- .h;, 
.u~l.n~.Qe J:·h S.:i.: --:lt?oln;,-.ed b~r ~~\U\-?1~1.t .N~f':r(1;m\l_ that- _this 5.s ~;_oqh:r·t.~l\3$ 
Wl·l•d to broak d<JWll t}:w riMJir!'I.;51JMl~ o;t !lW.fHHHl payohobgilfle.lly to pt•<Pp<'.rr; 
·b-hf3·w. fee'" ·tlE:.~ ~-\)r.a·h \ijhJQh·:_hr.~8 cOm~' ·tJ··uf.;- JoiD.~Jh dfipril~tatfOn. htt.~ h~G~m{l 
t.h~- lJ:i~":f~d +,·r·_;_rt:h ~.?::1d :til sun:o:CtQn-~Jly DD.'l~i'"isd --~t~uo T~id~y ) .. n !f\t:('\ -,q 
lrll~rJJr~~t - }[yJ.er·!i~.:;Yhr1an -t~--cr; ,) ~ ·ot;h~:t? ·t;rt\~o:pO:f:t_m ~~rs -t~f,, r .. ~J. i ,:_, 

------Abt'}~t--i~1 noc ·o:~i On~· -hx"et;f:tf:)~~7 --- f,~h.f,dtft~~O.s~"Vi--:f--t:.Jf--+.he---:-uanirt,--y---?-:rw-
JJ..cr~ b~ing m '-fJ1';(~d .. t<"l tl~'i'-:8~-- :::O?.J~~$ursr-:,.. 1:.-vo:tdi.ng .fur·t.h<.1tl" .?-15.~_for-t~.J!.t¢ 
:Ifl ii:Ol"?l;r ~~T:l~ilf.i®n{~ _or\ ~ro~!7- f~t"'arii~:i!X.t.-5: t~i~ s_t'hti~?~·!·~::. uu ~ud en yOur ·aomj.n;; · 
to our .:<· .. : .,.,_, an• fll:,.~olut.el;r o:hrp.~mli:>nt on yo1l :t';)r !"~fl'l or. de~.th.,· 
Vlii. c·an r,-u~;;;·:~ .... :-~}~'1 :-b-:;:;_ j;f.'.__~··tJ.;:::lJ.:r ol~ +..ott\l~.y t'i8.1r'ed---~~-t? ~(-~·~-t · o~~---~~d .\";.ill Jt~ep 
<uL bu{; w:. n.n:: loll{; tt 11oto I!O ·:n.o'l.; !Jit; Bti11 and do mt; think about :i.t 
long .'l.'~'tl,:c; ~cc;t.:ton ~i• <>Ji<le !C.11d avmlr.e thoss "!':ho. <:>a.<l n!.d \W :in long 
-f~-~ -::.-:7-u:n-'r.t~ ·~;_: ~_,-;;~-: ·?i~:r:,:~ ·t:_-~ dv ;J.!''J<--

:r1.il11.6}~i d\\J~l~.l.~:-;;· 
shch~ld b~: :_,~_;,-:~}/:1 

_'i"_~j!:. 
-~~-~-

lWlRISOI 

Y.iill'> Ohit\.lncey (for the Sso';rh Abrahrunson .. Aitzirlc I!oJ'l'.iatelr( r.o~f·Du.BohD 
l1d~,1'1l.9.tl,, Gaston, Hodel, Laughlin, Lasser,, X.:uXf'ord, Uo'l.nn

1
• ~~o%1?,K!U'k1!1 0 ModormMkr Sargr;y.,, 81ll.Hh,, Stllu(}J.ahn St<t;mr'c0 li'll>!lUlte:l.tl, R,D;White,. Files" 
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FROM: 

TO: American Legation, Bern 

DATED: Jurie 16, 1944 

Ntl1'1BER: 2077 
J( 

From ~iar Refug~e :Board to Harrison 

Please deliver -the tollO'I<Iing message to Saly Meyer, St. 
. - . . . . 

Gall; switzerland, from Moses A. Leavitt of the American 

Je1dsh Joint· Distribution Committee: 

"Please discuss 1dth Sternbuch his cables to 

re.bbinic al group here regarding request Rabbi. of 

Neutra for million dollars and request for aifi from: 

FreuiUger. Attar disoussi:on with McClelland .. please 

advise through Lege.tion Bernposa1.bil1ties e.xtend 

increased aid to Jews Hungary. Rapbinical g:t'oup here 

most amrious tor your- cooperation with Sternbqch. We 

would appreciate being kept currently informed. M1zrach1 
I· . ·_ - . 

organization her~ received cable request for $50,000 f!'om 

Doctor Issac'-Rom Zurich Bahnhofstrasee 74 plee;se contact 

him and ad'Yise purposes tunds required and your 

reoommenda.t16ns." 

.-THIS IS WRB BERN CABLE NO. 43. 
)( 

HULL. 



i (:-":! ~:,. ., 
,_," . ...... .- ::q 
(·:. ~~ " 

.--~ .... 

CABLE TO BERN . 

. . . 

American Jewish Joint Dietributioo COilimH.tee: 

"Please •discuss With Sternbuch his able:- to 

rabbinical group here regarding re<iuest llabbi o.f 

Neutra for mlllion dollars and request .for aid 

from Freudigor Stop Attor -.discussion . w1 th :t.roOlelland 

please adVise through Legation Bern possibilities extend 

increased aid to Jews Hungary Step Rabbinical group 

here most anxious for. your cooperation ltlith Sternbuch 

stop We would appreciate being kept currently infonned 
. - . 

Stop Jd.ar&chi,_organhation here received cable request 

for $50,000 tram Doctor Is&ilo Rom Zurich B&hnhotatrailse 

74 please contact him and advise purposes .rund8 r~.tqUired 

and your reoOllllnendatians" 

THIS IS YIRB BE.IlN CABI..E NO. 43 

.................... 
Juae 15, 1944 
10U5:.a. .. 

cctSae'7• Abrallaa.oa, . Oe:Jul~ Dullo11, Ftbd..liiU~ .llo<Hii, ~Q&llij,ll, liea .. r, 
J~Qa, Stewart, Ceatral· .:ruell:. Oable • Coatrol J'uea~ 

... FH:lab 6/1~/44 

I_'~ 
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cirlcPrning ---·'Ql:.o:·J'Js.eJ:_~: :,_:,f'- th-~~- ~~;f!r. Ref~..~.~ee Bac; rd. 

. . 
Th:l :c·P. ~-if: R- be ':")·n :er:-ce 1 "'led ·o~' "Lrit; E::l fJe r. sy i'ro'::i ·V.ysDinSKi 

DEClL<\SSIFIED 
Stateftiept: • Lette,;i).-11-7 2 

B;'1~~:'Parks D~~l~fS [p 2? 1972 
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JUN 2'7. 1\144 

Doat• Mr. I.eavi tt& 

!l.'ha follo•ling raeseage :f'or you :t'ronl !4r. Filpel 

was rooeiveii. through the Ji.r.,erioan Le,~ation, Lisbon, 

· undGl.' date of June 21, 19441 

"It. is emphashed by Sa.ly thnt the Stembuoh 

ll'roucliger pro~Josit1on 1e directed only toward 

aicJ: for limitocl groups, despite the she of grant. II 

Very truly yours, 

J. w. Pehla 
kecutivc Ilircctor 

Mt'. Mones A~ Le$,vitt 
Saoretarb", Am6ri4M JC~W!tJh 
Joint Distribution (l(!riml1ttoe 

mo Matlii!OJl Av•e 
New Yol'k, .New toft: 
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FROMS 

· .. ~-~~-
ORIGINAL TEXT. OF_ TELEGRAI'4 ~~~~F):_;)( _. __ _ 

S~cre.tE~rY of 'stat~, ~lashirik~~~-iiiiY/;;}1;: :~- ·, .. . ',._ . 

TO: · Arr.e_r1oan Legation, Bern 

DJ\'i'Ji:Dl.· June 21, 1944 

NlE\BILRl 2119 
;( 

The HEW Refutee.Board requests that you deliver the 

foll.o"rinr; inessage to Mr. Isaac SternbUCil, 3 Teufener Stra.sse, 

·st. Gallen: 

"Cabled you 100,000 dollars. equiv'alerit 4281816 

01-riss Francs to help comply ~lith requests Neutra Rabbi 
. . 

and President Freud.iger and. for other rescue projects. 

Joint instructed S~ly llleyer to cUscuss v.rith you Neutra. 

Rabbi's a.nc Frelldiger 1 s appeals. Contact him and advise 

us regarding results~ (lont;:;ct \<Jar Refugee Board repre­

sentl'ltiVe McOleiland, det~il to him your and Neutra 

rabbi • s and Freud:i.ger' s plans ana request his fimmcial. 

assintance. Rallbi Aaron Kotler, Vaad Hahatzale .• 11 

THIS IS \'ffiB CABLE TO BERN NO. 48 
J( 

HULL 

·•·· DECLASSIFiED State Dept. Letter, 1'11·7.2 __ 

By R H. Park~ Dute_ SfR Z7 19l2 
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·.·~·-

CABLE ·.co lUNI::>TElt HAimtsoN AND· MCCLl!.LLiUm, .BEHN, sWITZ~ND · 
. . . .· .... ·. ' . . ' 

The liar Rei'ugeG: Board l'equestu that you deliver the. following 
meaaa{;e t.o ~r.. Isaac Sternbuoh) J '1'eufaner stra1ae,. St. Gallem . . 

QUOTE Cabled you 1oo,ooo doll.ara equivalent 428,at6 
Swisll i'x-anos to help comply with requeats Neutra Rabbi and 
President F1•eudiger and i'or other x·esoue projects. Joint 
inatruoted Sal.y Meyer to discuss with ;rou Neut.ra Rabbi I a and 
Freudiger' a appeals~ cpntact hill and idirise ue regs.x·ding 
results• Contact War Refugee Boa:rd l'tipreaent~itlve licClelle.nd, 
cletdl .to him your !lnd Neutra rabbi's and Freudiger' e vla.ns 
and reqUest his financial aaai8t8.ncie • 

. Vaad Hahtltzalt~. 

Rabbi Aaron Kotler. UINUOT~ 

'BUS IS Vllffi OA1lLE rio· BFlRNNO.~ • 

•••••••••••• 
---~ June_l'le 1944 __ _ 

12:15 p.m. 
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HfiHtiTZtiLfl 
(Eme•·geucy Committee /or Re/tlgee Scholars, 
Yeslzivotlz, Rabbis mzd Commmzal Leaders) 

132. NASSAU STREET 
(ROOM 819) 

NEW YORK 7, N. Y. 

PHONE RECTOR 2·4235 

MESSAGE TO I SAAC STERNBtmll 
ST. GALLEN SWITZERL.lND TBEOUGH THE 
.BIERI CAN LEGATION, 1!ERB 

I CABLED lOU 100,000 DOLLARS EQUIVALENT 428,816 SWISS 

FRANCS;.to HELP COMPLY WIT~. REQUESTS N~ RABBI 
-....:;'_!!1 ~ ·7.(:4 ~- ;vw j e.. c.-r---

ANDPRESIDEM FREUDIGER AND1I~ '"::J ' 
/i~.J/l f:rf,j :-;.1:i'y 

~Iif~HIISB·'-l'iA1rnfP·mP JOINT OdLE[)-m.LI.-'t DYER 
i~t,~ -

TO DISCUSS WITH lOU ~~~J)' ~rujf RABBIS 

.AND FREUDI~S APPEALS .~HA&lZED"OUR-EJTUAT; .. KE!:N -

~-DESI:RE THAT·tJOLLY--'lriEYJIR-·alOPEJiA!IlE.-WITH--IDU. OONTACT HI:Il au d 
'J.d~'l.cj e._ t<-·.J ~---·tdt':j"---u'.4« (' "tJ • . 

AnVISE WHa!l?~tt-ACOOJmilS!f-AIQHiHA~·-I&B&~ 
' . 

~IID'BI:-·.mn:·mtrnT&--:~~iii}tiGB~. 
~~-~~ CONTACT WARREFU~JDAiinJ 
REPRES~JTIVE MCOLE~DETAIL TO. HIJ4 YOUR NAETru.i 

RABBIS FREUD! GERS PflANS AND ~UEST HIS Fl NANCIAL 
-<-. 

ASSISTANCE. 





I 
n1001 
'l'Ot 
DATEDt 
NU1.1BE1\s 

··~ tl@orQti\J'1 of Sttltfil, W~eh:l.ri!Jton 
Aao~iann Legntion, lorn . 
.Tilllfl 'Zl, 1944 
2lSI .. 

X ear .J.Bl.u:auz 

-...;;,.... 

\-

Re:t'erehce Legation's No, :3 506 1 June 2,. contain.ing !llt?I'!S11.ge 

l'":tO!n Ste1·nb>~ch to Union of Orthodox RabMfllo 

The Board and col"tain pr:l:v~tG groups hel-"41 ara be'i.rtg p:raaaQQ. 
by Unlon oi' Ol•thodox Rabbis for funds ill connection 'Yli th appeal for 
J~lpOOO)OOO t.t•om Rabbi of Nrotra a.nd President Freu.digex of the 
B\lda.pest Jewi.uh Col1liJ!un:tty ~aported in abo'il·e c1tble £rom llel'n, 
.TDC has already eal:f.l.ed 13'.\ly !<layer to disouaa ·th:l.a rue;~·ter >Ji th 
Ste:rnbuoh. 

Please aend me at once your views concerning the propoao.l 
and, in parti ou.lar, ad vi as ma who t.her ·the ruggested payment will 
in your opinion produce reBUltso Will you altJo coneu.lt, Saly Ma.yc'r 
and in y0ux· message to me include Mayer • e v:tewa which we will 
send on to the JDC o 

~['HIS IS WRB BERN CABLE- t~O • .....22.....o-

BULL 

" . 

J)ECLASSIFIED . 
Stat<J Dept: Lette~ •. l:ll-72 

By ·R, H. P.ITks D~t~..:siE.,_2 7 ]972 " 

Miss Chauncey dorc the S9c 17) Abraha~u1on{Akzin, Jierna eili, .C(lhni J)uBois,i ·_ 
" Fr~edman, Gaston; Hodel, La~ lin~ t;esser;'tuxrotd< Mann Mtum:~~ 'r.( k ·. , 
.• ,.._ •• , .,..,.;.¥•~w;~.-"~~··Of~~~~.~f~i";~~~~;.;:.>i!fffi·· 



" " 
~ 

CJ\.BI.l<i •ro HJI.IFilSOlT !!'OR NcCJ,BT,Ul'ilJ, TIm!{, J.!'RO!' J. \1. r:;:J!!,E, 
1
11/I.T( RI•:i7t!G7J!~ 

ROAHD. 

Roforrmca Legation 1 n no. 3506, Jtma 2, conte.ining meeeag~ 

froro St.ern1moh to t:nion of Orthodox Rabbis. 

by Union of Orthodox Rabbifl for fm1d.s in connection wl th BTl'iOill for 

$1,000,000 fl'OD Habbi of ~leutra o.n<1 President hll\ldiger of the 'Huda!>Oat 

.Jewish Oohl111.Ud. t;t ro··1orted in above cable from Dorn. JDC hae already 

cabled Saly hayor to di!louOB this l.l!J.tter lllth Stern1meh. 

l'lca.no eend me nt ono0 your views concerning the 1ll'Oj1oso.l 

an<\ in ,,articular, advlRO me ~thathor the oum;o~Jteo. payment will in your 

opinion 'Produce l'oaul ts. i/111 you also consult Sa.ly t.'ayer ond in yryur 

meson.ge to tno inchtde Nayer' !l views which wo wiJ.l send on to the .mo. 

Flltle.b 6/26/44 
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(Eme~·gency Committee /or Refugee Scholars, 
Yeshivoth, Rabbis and Commutml Leaders) 

132 NASSAU STREET 
(ROOM 019) 

NEW YORK 7, N. Y. 

PHONE RECTOR 2·4235 

Honorable John w. Pehle, Executive Director 
War Retugee Board 
Treasurr Building 
Washington, D. 0. 

Honorable Sira 

We refer to the dispatch o·f June 12th which your Board made 
available to us and in wbioh Isaac Sternbuoh of our Committee in 
SWitzerland calls our attention to the very strong appeals from the 
Naetrar Rabbi and President Freudiger of the Budapest Jewish Com-
munity. In these appeals, our attention is directed to the possibilities 
for rescue which these two leaders i'ind ezistent and for which larger 
sums, as hign as two millions are necessary. 

The Vaad Hahatsala, as is known to you, made immediately available 
t.he s'IJII of $100,000.00 to the Qommittee in SWitzerland. We hopa to be 
able to send an additional slJII at the earliest possibility. 

The projects of the !Iaetrar Rabbi and President Freudiger are of 
suoh proportions, and our most earnest desire to meet them so limited, 
that we must respectfully submit the matter to your consideration, and 
to ~t~quest :vourJ!9.Ar~signate from ~~-·~n~-~~r its control, _ 
whatever sums it ma;y deem necessary to OOJ!IP!~ie_J.sr e:qiloTt.:·:tlii &fiStent 
ie !O:u~-)")-~S:i'ii_!l~~tie 81n tiie-~_llfa-n&".s\tbm.ft ted. · 

JJ We have brought-the subject to the attention of Assistant seoretar,v 
¥of State Adolph A. Berle, Jr., who. seems favorable di~po!Sd_~~-the mtter, 

we feel, that we oan in. this request, receive the silloere and ~ 
pathetic concern which you have always manifested to the matters we have 
had oooasion to oall to your attention. _ 

.~~-. 
Vera- respeot:ftflly yours, 

V.AAD HAHATZ.ALA EMERGENCY OOMLUTTEB 
u/.(.V~~--· 

~bbi Abr~m Kalaaowits.~ JKar 
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PARAPHRASE OF TELBGlW! MCEIVBD · 

1 

.A.mer:' oan Legation, Bern 
81>oreta•7 o.t' Stat~~>,, Waehin~ton 
Jun3 2 1944 
1!506 •• Folb'k.i.c:.,_ ,..,. from Ste:rnbuoh for Union of Orthodox Rabbh 

/ ~he VitteJ ~ituation ia not olear and fv. aome time ther9 ha~ bean · nQ ctiraot news·~ n iii not lcnowu how m9.Il:y iP.t·•~!'llfJ~!l · ru.main at Vittllll mlid who aro among ·l;hoos at th• Dranoy oo 'll•>H· ;·at ion oll.l!\p :ri<&e.r Paris ~cessary step~:t to bring internees back to '~h~t0l lu\w bsen te.kell ~y th!l ~morlG&n Ltaga.tion at Born 
\ 

In conneo·l;ion with Bergen-BGlar;m 1tnd York Orunp Be:rgs.u :near Dr&sdem Vi" w:il!h to ref'er to last expl&.DAtioruJ by usn UnfortUlUltel;y,. thero hru; been no chango in the si'b.tation there No authorization to oont,;,ot or visit this oiU!q> or to asnd pareels of food ill held by IRC. Your intervention is expeoted by u;~. 

W~: \trg\ll.nt:ly ask you to find a solution to the problem ot pro~ posed passpor·t;;s without regard to the Vittel llituation.. fhoue papers C\.r6 received by ua only from ono Consulate up to the presont tiz~a This is absolutely insutfioiant for reaoue WJrk oarried on by \Ill·. At various plaoes suoh J*pers are useful means and thoy hne so tar helped in Sloval!;lfl. and liUllgllJ'fo ' JIJWfJ 1n Hlmga.ry are r~tquesting them. most urgently to be emitted b7 difi'erent statelllo 

We are ~ite desp~rate regarding the inoreae1ngly terrible Hungarian ai"&ua.t:l.on.. :eh•re are already on deportation lints 3 0 000 Jtrtm, It is urgently requested by Rabbi of leut.ra and othere that airml\11 be sent to the towns of 1llulkaos0 ICauohau a.nd I>resov. 16,.000 JC~Ws Pll:r day are deported to Poland over this route dnoe ~Y 16. The people are in despair that mthb~g has been Clone until th~P pres<Jnt, It is :requeoted that you intervene !Uld net miss anOther hom• in this J1'i1tter flS thiu is on• l'Mauui of reSCIWo 

As yet our ooW"ier from Lithuruda. has not returned;. Ohie:f Rabbi Hager of Wysnits e.nd family have ~been sa~d Wid arrived ;yl'sterday in Bucharest" ~-

legotia.tions with Slovakia ~or the p\lrpose of' openi.J:l& further labor oll.lllps tor refugees from Hungary have been started by us With th5 Vatiollll" s ·aid., . fhe oost of setting up th~s& camps has be on underwritten by WI p1•ovided tho>::.-e is 110 :restr.iotion on a:dmiteion of new refugeG~f3 o 
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}';·o:ll\ the Ra.bbi of lle1..ttra wo htPIO r'Gociv·is<'L a ·~!.!.(:~·HH"..~~0 ·~-;}~.~~·J'fi'~J!. .h* 
b' (·.r~>d.::r oCJillplain:s of not. having enough ll"""ney for- ;;)-,::_.;: , .. ,,<"0\l.r.·. ;;>J:rk 

Ha mw:d; ~uppor-i: abo'lt (~·) peopl« from fhn.p;i!l'Y 'l'k.o " ,.. ·J>:.v<od daily 
b11:~i"dtH~ ·~hoBe .~rlng. fi'01i\ Pol:&JH.t,_. f![o).-evvtH' a . .ll J.:;we "L.n hid..iru:; ;.;~f:} 
w;;ll a" in l:lum.ero 112 l>-:\ bor o&!!.pG mu<· t b" .f•d 'l'h·;; PW)bbt!: ?S''•' aLt 
:,.1 thout li Vf>'lihood. A further 200,000 f.'o·a:.1·c:-' :,n. "'?• ~oil en p).u.c•Jd i!'c 

.11rl!pOS{.:>.:! ll.Ud h<iJ ~:\r-6~ ·l;hB.JC for ·};m, V1lr:"·~·. J'{~·8f!Hft v::e::)':1.f\l thin f!U'I}! :i.:J 

rtdL'l\llO!J.S At le~tat $1 000 000 ~<tro ."!E.P_'\:~i;vd __ fl.;): __ £,)
0
}!: f>mt h~> t'i'<lh h•••'.·:•n 

and earth ro.e 1-FJ.tnenz? ~ that if. h~ hr~d haC. at{n~~l rt:r..,L-J.fry h.o f'.\ould }.a:v~ LHlV·.t.t:: ··~~\-;· 
Gao?l of: T;!JOhll(;Jl0:\7"' · .. r.~y othera 

,_;.:c_~ '.:.n~ t =~-: .. ~"-hii: pt:'':;,_:; ··;}1, \:1~$'- ·J.;y 
·,)'''i E,l; '"' l up_ in ';),-.~ W'.>>rr; iuh>.~mJmG· 
.;~·:~~ :. ·.-~:1. t.~ .. a undar ct:'. •.· ':n.t,..r,~ ot• Gerzrw. . .:r·.x "':.: _ .. u:; 

-d.J.re<lli.ic...c. ol~ lee~\ .?'!.ut.hvritiaE whioh a.~·e qu:Lt( <~ .. D:r·l~t::·, ::.1' ~;.:.:. -f":hEV 
f.l:il.et .. Szombt1.tlv.3.<<oy is an &bo~Jln·tel~,.- .-,1 oaed gh£><·1if' J:.:rt• X'd G<;;r;o-('1).' 

oirc\;-~gtnn,o~z ~~r~ unkno\U\ J011e o.t Qalnu·t.a. O:t'0 r~>C;A~v· · ·. d. :tn 
Stfll.ulk:orr h~.v'l.T1,1; b(.en perm:!.ttad to mu·ry ':'lith '\';hiW! L, ,l, •. iUl:yT.h.i.iF; 
1lw w~y thingB look in oonoo:ntre.ti{;.l oe.mps o:f '?,(l•:r;u<i ~;nd KM!'.l"' <:~ruu>o;d; 
b•J dellor1hllld. by ll1l.l. The daaor t\ra :'.c• v.ooci without eov&ru In K!l?.()MU 
15. OQO and in Ungvar a.boutlO;;"ooo lkn living in b~·iok faatorit/JI<o 
~~he:f· are in hoWiee in 1l~gyvarad but l').ppro:rl.lal>.tely 13 1,000 are in n 
taw !ltroato whioh e.re tmll.ed aff with bt?ll::'dll o :~t ia tho se.m_r, in 
Hunkaoll It is deolf\red by llum•plelt J!of.'r'llw.n thA.t th:l.B tz teohrt1U® 
uud to break down tlu& reaialbnoe of lJ.w.uea pr>yohologi@e,lly to pr~p!!.TG 
them far 1:;.00 lm:rst whioh haa oomll 'true Jmr.'i.!lll doportat.ton ~s b'l>coma 
th" nakt1d truth and is meroilaaely oa:rd.ed on., · T.odav in Uur.-lt'l'loi1. 
Kaeoh-'l1l Myiera,~yhasn 0tco; other trt>.ll.l.lport* are to fol.li>W t·<'"l'lnx'·n;w, 
About 310, 000 of our brethernr t>rtlwdoxr re~;t):r-voir of't.hn OO\mt;·y arG 
nmr being uu' ,Jnotod to tlws~:~. meal'!uraBo_ Avoiding f'urth(lr I~.I'Jfortu.ne 
is solely nop-endon·b on your grMpj.ng this Bitu<.~.M.ort.a.nd on your OOl!ling 
tQ our f.\~'-~'- r.'a are absolutely dependent on yo·u for J .. :!.ft'l or deatho 
We o11.n po:ehrcps be partially or +..otally ~Je.vod if. y.:>tl oan Md will. kee~p, 
us,, but m~ are lost if' no·bo Do :not !lit still and do wt ·t:hillk about it 
long., Tak6 O.otion at. onoe and avm.Jr.e thos~t .who G~ ai.d ut3 S:ll long 
au thor•' i.e yot ti:m'il t.':l (\() aoa 

"'"~~-

.t. :mi:Uion 8-m.!!li frenoo ware pro:m.i.aed ·at==-$ by wli•e b'~t a 
million doJ.lat•IJ &ra roqoootod by them" We w:i.sh to knovr 'l'riW.t aation 
should be tt>.'ii:l8n 

W.sa Ohnunoey (.for Hie Sec 'Y).; .Abrahameon... Ak&in" Bernstein, Cohn. DuBoia0 
Fl'~.!Cd'.tlanp Gaston, Hodel0 Laughlin.· Lesser 0 Luxford 0 Ka.mi0 . Yannoli

0 
Jlark11

0 
JloCormAok0 Sargoy0 Blnith~, Standish0 Stomart 0 Weinate:l.n,. HoD,,'ijhito, Files_o 
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FR<W• Amarican Iagation, Bern 
'1'03 Secretary of Stat.e, Washington 
DA'mD8 Jnoo 30, 19~4 
liUMBERs 4l'ltl 

)< 

RefeNnoe 1a m~a.de hsNin to the 113@)llt1ouDa cable of 
.. ; .llW 2/~f llOo 404J.o 

'l'ho Jaws of Budapost haw no ill'Wlion aa to t1w faet 
tlw.t depwtation 1a pl'o\xf.bly in lil"ti<XN fw the majority of 
300,000 J&wa cr.oncentmtotl in homHUI 1\n.d rer.!'l;riotod blooks 
~U ovu:rJ that oit.y, eccoxodiug to :l.»J'm<mation ®ted June l8 
fiOO 't'~t:lGivad i"rOllil rosponeibl.G Jew'-15h olrolee in Budapeata 
lt !c; opfllll:r sch!1tted by tM ~:1.'1111\DII tha'li nuleot1on o£: thoa~ 
tfl \xp d!Jpo1't6d will ~ mAd4l on a baolu ae tollmYrJ• (.!) · · 
m~» who iU'e ablawbod1~1 (B) ~n, WClf!IGil Md ~l.B· who 
are ahl<\l .. boilied, (C) eu pnoato:net \WJU1ted tor W03."lc anA 
chil<'b.-.,n~ Wo doubt the leet lll$nt1onacl. !)e~gm""f wUl b6! 
uent ta Avachwttz tor exterminat~.Clll vhUill the :f'h<st two 
groups wUl be used e.e t'or(l1)d labor in ooovpled toxw1,., 
toriee f1D4 ae~ 0 

There eaems to ~ some possib1,11:t.;y • uli ras'Olt ot 
recent disouasiOJlll :Ln Budapest oot'l706n rsspCl!Wibl0 ler~ta 
and Ge~, of tlie fol.l<mi.Dga {l) raecua of 11 allall· DU!llOOl" 
of' children and prOlllin&ttt p$:rsons who will b<a_ Ill~ to 
J.ea'V'ii ~ iD an initial convoy of 1000 ptJ.'il0118S rWl 
(2) rather than ~irig !mln.sdiatoly' extorminatea, the looan 
conceaflion that 3011000 H~n .rowe urumited fbr work 
wm ba ~din three camps in Gs~o The success 
of these two propounla depelliUJ in turn on two conditione• 
(l) That there can be aecui'ed for the init.ial group of · 
1 0000 and tw otherlil to follow emigrat!ou posu1b1lit:Les 
via Speil\J aDd (2) tbat the three campo of 1011000 persons 
ee.eh in Gimrw.t~V ca~ be suppOrted by the supp~ o1' :f'ui1ds 
from .Teri.sh organilationsa 'l'o do th1e it is eatirllated that 
at least 5000000 Siriss t'.nmcs monthly· woulc:l be ;neeeesaJ",Yo 
It was intimated by the Germans that~r eonti.Dgents 
would ba all.cwed to leave Ge:marv from· these fJ1U1.PB aa 
SpaD!eh transit allll overseas (Palestine, North :Africa or 
elsewhere) emigration vil!las baenmlll avail».bleo 

!heee prap08it1ona have baen di.si:I12Saad with Sa~r · 
of Joint to whom apP!I&l has bean addressfld, to find t'u.nc1fJ 
reqUi.:r.'ed for the B't\PPOrt of e\100 <'.amr.a in ae~, We 
both teel that a serious attempt should be made to ilieeure 
Wt~ block ot 1,000 or- min-~ Spani~ah transit yiooa at 

·DECLASSIFIED 
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~oetf!)t. f(lr t.lw -IJ!r~.:t.rlrM, ~~w,m thl!l.'~h: ~"' ll\•tt~ ~~.·1.n&~1<l ... I'J~,, ~l!.nm 
h1f!hl;r itt\\l'rotmM;y !Utd {nt.t910k'!r@h•M;\b1f! t)f(llil li•IW:t mlf~·~tl• · 
t<;} m.).ro £()-,: m.toh 'trN'lt'iH tJX'0\\};11'.1 tl:<'>,'t\rii;IQiMJli'{•l'l hhtll.t14 \'111 .-
madt in ~a:lt~ mtd for furtho:c d111~Jt;.:h'tt\t1otAii tilaQ. A ··· 
great l'ilat1y have JiMleatino aev·t:tt:lllati.l>d, ~oco1·ding to. 
info:r:tl~orl;iou m;~ h~vl.'! reo0;1 vt.W. fioom 13udapaat. .'i'le -1'GCo1111i1el'.l"l. 
that npp1•onoh be m!!.da to the Spani~h Govor:i.lment. : · -

In ~t lmust 11zoy.tng to ·col11p.1.y tr:!.th :i.·oqiiact~ Q.f 1;$:rao~~ 
au.r( *) pl~oe in Iiunga:ry. tll.ertt ia no·ihl.ng t.O lof!e and ·.. · 
po~a~hly aomoth;l,ng to gdn, f.lVO" though theaa ~l'OpOe1·ii101.iG 
xna;y. aoam to be f.m.• fet.ohed. Evon t!1ottgh. remot~~ evs:ry 
ohanne:t of dd llllis:h _b0 lil:xplored in v:l.ow oi' the doap0I'atenfJr~o 
of tht1 fl:l.:tlli.\tit;m of .Te'lre tb.~:r:0. O~r 400,000 ha.vl! already 
bei)tl dep?_:rtwd; iicco:l:tling t6 \'e).'lortSd · · 

. \ . . HARl'.ISON: 

( *) Apparetr~ omieai<m 

DCRaWiSa~ . 
7·•J .. 4J~ 

.\ 
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PARAPHRMJJ>: O:b' TEI .. OOR!IM RlOOIUV'liD 

American Legation, Bern 

Secretary of State, Washington 

July 5, 1944 

for attention of WHB. 

"'OPY ,. I 

.,_~ · ... 

About the seoond of May Sally Me.yex• firot reported the 

proposition referred to in the Department's 2183, JUne 27, to 

JDC Lisbon by telephone. On JUne 29, I again discussed tle 

whole matter with him. Involved in the proposition are ransom 

negotiations between r~preeentative Je\vish oiroles Budapest 

and GerllliUls, according to which the C'rermans vtoUld refrain from 

deporting Hungarian Jews in r~t~rn for $21 0001 000. Numerous 

otl1er oonditiono were also proposed to the Germans, pr1noipally 

being the following: preferential treatment ot women, children, 

and old people; no brutality; exit permits for those possessing 

or receiving emigration viaaa; no labor oamps -to be outside 

Hungarian territory; and permimaion to sand relief into what­

ever camps were set up. Early in fl!..ny trQmlooal Hungarian 

Jewiah resources a first payment of 10 peroentor$200.()00 was 

made•- The detail of the conditions 'Unde~.vihtch further install-
-~ . -

ments were to be pa1d are not 1n our possession~ CThe result-

was that the Germens immediately all.owed ·a Jewish emissary to 

go to Iutanbul (about May 1&) 1 even plaoillg a plane at hiS 

·disposal, to discuss the propoe1t1on, part:loul(ll'lY the-

9Jl11grat1on 
DECLASSfli'tE~ 
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emigration t-tngle which oonoerne Pa.loaf;lne. Later, on the 

emissary made a trip to lerusalem also. 

Regarding thi a both Sa.ly Mayer ·:.nd I ~Ul.d be grateful 

it you could find out from JDO New York whether, during his 

visit to Barlns, lool.JJrand oontaoted JDO. We request that you 

inform us regarding thia matter. 

Deportation of Jaws trom provinces started as noon as tho 

emissary had lett Budapest. This eeeme to have been due to 

over-zealous aotion on the part of Hungarian Nazis and nnt1-

Sem1tea for whom temptation to indulge in newly gained power 

and to plunder was too great, according to information which 
we have received. 

Howover, no ind1oat1ona have been received from Budapest 

that negotlutions on the original proposition have broken down 

or even that $200,000 is to be oonaidered as lost. Unfortunately 

the original result hoped for has.been alread~ largely annulled 

by drast1o action of' Hungarian author! tielq and there seems 

to remain only lewa in Budapest al'ea .- -

Hereafter this will be referred to as"propos1t1on No• 1." 

Aooordj,ng to oonoensus ot opll'dOD.the proposition referred 

to in the Department's 2184 ot lune 27• whereby l!'raudlger and 

Rabbi ot Neutra· appealed for-one m1i.;J.1on ·dollars to save many 
-~ . 

Hungarian Jews 1s based on iniorlnation possessed almost surnr 
idGntical with "proposition No.1," Freud!ger sent this ~ape, ... 
rate .appeal to sternbucb tor the Union of orthodoxRabbls in 

the UBAt appal'ently in rattempt tO-lJ18.ka dOt,\b.iy S\11'&• The 
I\ 

dt:Js!re · 
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desire tor thie million was to finance renoua, particularly of 

Orthodox .Taws in Hungary. 

This matter was discussed by Saly Mayer and :·:ltGrnbuoh on the 

29th of .Tune, and they agreed that hereafter the financial leader­

ship in the whole Hungarian ques·tion should remain in Nav1 York 

in the hands of JDC. Regal'dlees of the source, all funds avail­

able in USA should be centralized with J"OO and tranomitted to 

Mayer for relief or rescue of all categories of Jews in Germany 

v1ho are endangered. Sa.ly Mayer., on the other hand agreed with 

sternbuoh to respect earmarked funds sent through him for 

special groups in Hungary, and the whole dieouaaion has been 

confirmed by cable directly to the Union of Orthodox Rabbis by 

Sternbuoh, 

'The most recent variant of "proposition No .• 1 11 is oont&ined 

in the Legation's 4170 of June 30~ In the n$ar future we ought 

to receive soma clarifying information as tur.ther messages 

from Budapest ere overdue. By now the emissi.U'y should have 

returned to Budapest. 

We submit in answer to last paragraph of your 2184 that it 

is very dif:tioult to predict whether praottoal results can be 

produced from euoh a ransom propos! t1on• Personally, I am 

sceptical of any auooessi'Ul outcome-; and'~'- ce,n only hope 

something will come of it. Rather than money, the Germans have 

already shown sisns of requesting goods, Lnioh as foodstuffs,, 

textiles. To oheok Hungarian ~elGm.ents who have launched thi.e 

progt'am of peueoution with the avowod purpose ot ridding their 

country of Jews w1U also be diftioult. Perhapa~th1s liJ ·the 

reason 
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reason why the Germans have proposed teld~&';lth~ iti,ooo to 

Germany. 

However, there. are two factors rwr-~anen~al}~i;~_t~o wh<)le 

question: (l) There should be seriously explored all possible 

emigration destinations or temporary havens for Huneurian Jews 

suoh ae Palestine, North :.frioa, USA for ohildl!en or south 

America and sizeable blocks of visas obtained or atlaast agree .. 

ment in principle for obtaining visas. There should also be 

secured transit authorizations for Spain and l~ortugel. 'l'he 

Germans have refused to allow departures via Ruaania and Turkey 

for reasons as yet not explained. (2) There should be made 

available to Saly Mayer here in Switzerland in Swiss francs (in 

addition naturally to his regular relief budget) a substantial 

fund :from JDC, and any other sources, of at least one million 

dollars. It is strongly ;felt by M('!yer that this will serve to 

keep up the moral of the remaining Jews in Hungary'· and of course 

suoh funds will be subjeot to any oontro_lde§ired,, .will remain 

in switzerland, and without prior su.bmission of proposal and 

s}_)ecirfc authorization, will not be used;. 

During the oourse of the last two month•• in order to me&t 

this tragic s1 tuation, So.ly Mayer hae already sent over eight -

thousand Swiss franos into Hungary- an.djo days ago he trans­

mitted to Bratislave two hundred thousand swiss franos. 

·HARRISON 
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PARAPHRASE OF TELEGRAM SENT 

FROM: Secretary of State, Washington 

TO: 

DATED: 

AMLEGATION, BERN 

July a, 1944 

2354 NUMBER: 
X 

£!!!£] 

FOR THE ATTENTION OF MCCLELLAND. 

The Joint Distribution Committee is prepared, with 

reference to the penultimate paragraph of your 4258, July 5, 

to make the one million dollarsrequested by Sally Mayer avail­

able and within a few days remittance will follow. 

The foregoJng message is W$B cable to Bern no. 76. 
-\' 

HULL 
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CABLE T<'l 1JINISl'F~R HARIUSON AT BERN FOO AiiOLELLAND 

Reference penultimate paragraph your No, 4258 o.f July 5. 

JDC prepared to make available the one million dollaro 

reque,ted by Saly t.eyer 11nd remittnnce will be .made in noxt 

few daYl5. 

'1H IS IS WilB BI<::RN CAB IE NO • ..J2.:. 

IIIIMIIIIIIK*U-

July 8, 1944 
5a00 p.m. 

·.,..~$.; -=--
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July 11, ·1944 

:tv!EMORANDID-1 FOR THE FILES: 

Reference is made to cable No. 4258 from Bern, dated 
July 5, ~d the reference therein to the transfer to Saly 
Nayer of ;;pl}OOO,OOO in Swiss frHncs. This cable carne to 
our attention on Saturday} July 8, and the matter was 
promotly discussed with the JDC who said that they would 
put up the $1,000} 000, although presuma.bly they would have 
to borrow the m~ney. With respect to the problem of the 
requisite Swiss francs} we have had discussions .,.rith Glasser, 
Fox and DuBois, and Glasser also spoke to E. M. Bernstein 
at Bretton \'loads on the matter. On ~1onday} July 10, I 
called at the Swiss Legation and discussed the matter with 
the Swiss Hinister, He is cabling Bern, emphasizing the 
need for making available the Swiss francs to cover the 
:1'!1,000}000 transfer and also requesting S1'1iss francs to 
cover the transfer of an additional $500,000. The Swiss 
Minister anticipated there would be difficulties with the 
Swiss National Bank in the matter, although he agreed the 
transfer had to be made. I asked him whether it vmuld be 
helpful if the Treasury agreed to take all of the monthly 
quota of 8,250 1 000 francs against exportable gold rather 
than taking 3}250,000 Swiss francs of this amount aga.inst 
blocked dollars. He said he did not think that such a 
concession was important at this time since the Swiss were 
not exporting gold from the Uni teo. States. The Swiss 
Minister said it might be helpful if the United States 
would permit the Swiss to buy certain goods which are not 
scarce in the United States for storage and shipment at a.· 
later date. He felt that this would demonstrate to the Swiss 
that their dollars are usea.ble, He· said he.\'lould exolore · 
this phase of the matter later and keep me advised, · 

Bruggmann also suggested that we send a cable to Harrison 
and 1-.lcClelland to discuss this ma.tter with Mr. Kohli of the 
Swiss Political Department. 

..;:-~~. -=--



Jl.lly 11, 1944 

~EMORANDUM fOR THE FILmS: 

Reterenoe 1s made to oable No. 4258 from Bern, dated 
July 6, and \he ~oterenoe the~eln to tne transto~ \o Saly 
Mayer or tl,ooo,ooo 1n Swiss trnnoa. Th1a oable oame to 
o11r attont1on on Sa1urday, J111y a, and the matter was 
promptly d1sol.lesed w1th the JDC wbo aald tna~ they would 
p11t 11p the il,OOO,ooo, although presumably they wo11ld have 
to borrow \be money. W1~ respeot to tne problem of \be 
requisite Sw1se trance, we have ha4 d1eol.lss1ons wi\b Glasser, 
Fox and DuBo1st and Glaeser also apoke to E. M. Bernstein 
at aretton Wooas on ~e matter. On-Monday, J11ly 10, l 
oalled at the Swiss Legation and d1aol.lsaed the matter with 
the Sw1sa M1n1etexo. He 1e oablinS Bexon, erapl'Ula1ztns the · 
need for making- available the Swiss tranos to oover tne 
$1,0001 000 transfer Md DlSO l"equeoUDS Sw1so .tl'allOS tO 
oove~ the transfer or an a4d1Uonal $600 ooo. The Swiss 
M1n1ete~ an~1o1pated tnere would oe 41tt1o~lt1es w1\b ~e 
Swiaa NaUonal Bank 1n the matter, altho11gh he agreed \be 
transfe~ had to be made. 1 asked him whetbel' it would be 
helpfl.ll it ~e Treae11ry as~eed to ~ake all or the mon~r 
q~ota or 81 250tooo txoanos &gainat expo~table sold l'athel' 
than tak1ng a,~so,ooo Sw1es tranos or this amownt against 
blooked dollexos. He said he did not think tha~ s~oh a 
oonceedon was ·tmpo~tan\ at tbl.B t1me s1noe the Swiss were 
not;expor~1ng gold troa ~·United Statee. The Swiss 
l41n1ater se.ld 1t might be hdpfl.ll lt tbe UnUe4 SU.tee 
wo~ld permit the 3w1so to buy oerta1n goods wh1oh nre not 
eoaroe 1n the United States for slerage and ah1punt. at. a 
later date. He telt that this would demonstrate to tbe Swiss 
that their dollars al'e ueeable. He said he would explore 
this pnase or the mdter latel' and keep me adv1e4t4. 

Brl.lggmann also &\a88&81ied that we send a oaole 1o Harrison 
and MoOlellan<l to d1souea this ma\~er wUh Mr. .Kobli ot ~ 
Swiss Pol1,1oal Department. · 

JWPeble:lhh 7/ll/44 





FROM: 

TO: 

DATED: 

NUMBER: 

ORIGINAL TEXT OF TELEGR11Sfiif 

Secretary of State, Wash~ TROL 
American Legation, Bern ·' 

JUly 12, 1944 

2387 
" 

~OPY 

TO MINISTER HARRISON AND )(oOLELLAND. · 

Pehle has been in consultation with Swiss Minister here 

in an effort to secure without delay the !wiss franc equiva­

lent of $1,500,000 for extraordinary relief purposes. You 

are requested urgently to discuss this matter with Kohli of 

the Swiss Political Department, This relates in part to JDC 

compliance with Saly Mayer request reported 1~ your 4258 of 

July 5. 

THIS IS WRB CABLE BERN NO. 81, 

c·- DECL.\ "'n'"'"" -_ ' St te - - """'"'!<>...,: · 
a Dept. 1->lltletj HHf! 

lly .R. Ii. Parks n· t , . • <; c: n -. ~ . . A0~27 1972 
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CABLE TO MIHISTE:R HARRISON AT BERN AND HoOLELLAND 

Pahle has been in consultation with Swil!ls 
Minister here in an effort to secure without delay the 
~as frano equivalent of $1,5001000 for extraordinary 
relief purposes. You are reque&ted urgently to dieouas 
this matter with Kohli of the Swisa Political Department. 
This relates in part to JDC compliance ~ith Saly Mayer 
request reported in your 4253 of July 5. 

••••••••• 
July n. 1944 
GllO p.m. 

THIS IS WRB CABLE BERN NO.~. 

LIX..eaeracteh 

---------""::~. 
~-

col aeo•r. A'bs'ahalllloa. Ooha. lM'Boltt, Fr1e41\1Ufo Hodel. 'Le.pU.a, Loaaer, Maaa, 
Stev•rt• Oeatral Jiles, Oable Ooatrol Files. 

DECLASSIFIED 
State Dept. Letter, i~Il·72 

By R. H. Parks Date~ 2 7 1972 



~~~~~ 

~~ 
::,J 

s: .. 

~~·' 
(.) 

.4112££ 

has been in consultation 
~Pehlek/~with Swias Mi.niater WITiiOUT 

here in m e.fi'ort to secure! ;f;he S'wiss franc eodvalent or$1,500
1
000 DSLAY 

for e}:tr'-'orC.iuary relief purposes,Jvu a.J:e r•xuostec urgently to dis-
cuss this uiatter with Kohli of the Swiss PolHical Depart:ue;nt. This 
relutes in part to JLC compliance ¥fith S:..ly r/:aye~ · re ·tceet re _.orteu in 
your /.258 of July 5. 

Ju1J" 11, 1944 
5110 p:om. 

r 

THIS IS 'lr'HB CABLE BF:R.f.l' NO.~. 

~~-~-
LSLesser:deh 7/10/44 

_:._~--~~­--=-
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July 13, 19lJ.l.l. 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE FILES: 

Reference is made to my memorandum for the 
files of July 11. 

The Swiss Minister called today and said that 
he had received word from Switzerland that the 
Swiss franc equivalent of $1,500,000 would be 
available for the humanitarian purposes which I 
had described to him, the only condition being 
that the Swiss francs should not be used for other 
purposes and, if not needed for the purposes indi­
cated should not be used at all. I thanked 
Bruggmann for this important action by the Swiss 
authorities. 

With regard to the Treasury's request for 
additional Swiss franc facilities Bruggmann said 
that such matter ought to be discussed in Bern and 
that while he would be glad to send a cable to his 
government urging that such facilities be made 
available he could see that substantial difficulties 
would be involved. 





FDREIGN DEPARTEEN,. 
FOREIGN OPERATIONS DIVISimi 

DATE July 14, 1944 

TO: Miss Hodel 

ffi01{: Peter Lang 

As per our telephone conversation 
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.OUTGOING CABLEGRAM 
JULY 14, 1944 

Banque Nationale ~uisse 

Zurich 

No. 468 

By order of American Jewish Joint Distribution Committee Inc 

we have credited $1,500,000.-to your account "T" Please pay swiss franc 

equivalent to the American Minister Berne Switzerland for payment to 

Roswell McClelland,·war Refugee Board representative, against receipt 

STOP Arrangements for payment equivalent Swiss francs made by war 

Refugee Board with Swiss Minister Washington after consultation with 

Switzerland and with understanding tliat Swiss francs are· to be used 

solely for humanitarian purposes 

FEDERAL RESERVE BANK OF NEW YORK 

__ o_:_·_"":~~). 
-~ 





MEMCRANDillil 

For attachment to: 

FFC Letter No: 

Date: 

TO: Liaison Officer, Foreign Ftmds Control 

FRa-1: War Refugee Board 

Subject: Besowt operations in Hungary an4 the Ballaula 

..., fl'ola Ilia. Botll d&W 7•14-441 
There is transmitted herewith a copy of a Jg*tsz tstsd 

from the dealing with remlttanoe ot 
$1.5001.000 to Federal Reserve Bank of Hew York tor credit to aooount f of the 
Swiss J.'lational Bank, Zurich, Swiss floano equhalent to be paid to Ronell llo­
Olelland for resoue operations ln Hungary and the Balkan•• 

The War Refugee Board recommends that appropriate Treasury 
licenses and other necessary documents be issued permitting the execution 
of the project contemplated in the letter described above. 

Remarka: 

F. HQdel 
For tlie War Refugee Board 

Action: 
-- ~~~). 

Basic license No. w... issued --~ 
Remittance 1icense No. N1' 6889Uiasued July lt1c 1941: 
other: X 

Foreign Funds ContrQJ,. 

Date: July 141 l94t 



J\lly 14, 1944 

F. Hodel 

The War Ro.tugee Board urgently reoOIIIJII8nda the i.mmacliate 

issuance of a liaenae to tho J~can Jewish Joint Distribution 

Comittee to pq, notwithstanding General Ruling Ho. U, 

$1,500,000 to the Federal Reserve Bank of Htnr tork for credit 

to acoounkl.l or the SWiaa lllational Bauk, Zurioh, the Swiss 

trano equivalent to be paid to the American Ml.nieter in Bern 

tar payment to Roawell McOlellancl, War Refugee Board representative, 

The above-mentioned SUJA 1s needed 1lald1ately for 

rescue operations in 81ngar;y and in the Balkans, wbioh have 
I 

been approved by tho war Refugee Board.. Arrana-nt• tor 

the Swiss .franca were made by tt. War Refugee ·Board with the 

SWiss 111n11Jter 1n Washington after oonsul.tatiOD with SWitonrland 

with the understsnclins that the Mas tranoe would be· ueed 

solely tor hulllanitarian JI'Ul"PO"•• 
- _.=:_~)_ 

~ 



NY 638933 
Pursuant to appUaati(ln rUed direotl;r lfit.h thio {).f!ioa you are horttb7 

!lUthorlaed to 1aoue r. U.umoe permitting, rwtwUhetrulding Oenarnl Rul.ing 

No. 11, tbe lllllltolcan Jtmiuh J4l1nt niutrihution Co!llldtue or ito bank 

of account to pay 1}11 50()1000 to the Federal !~oam"VO Bank of !l$w York 

tor credit to Aucount. 1' of the i:>'wiaa llational llank, ~urich, for pa1JII!lt 

ot the Stdas frmo equb-ill'l.nt.1~o tht} .1\merioan Ministel' at }:Ierne, Switaerllmd 

for p&)'IMlftt to Ro~.~m~ll !>i.tOlelltmd, war Heftt~eo Board rapl"''tsent.atiYe, tor 

.!laly l!!lyer. I)ltHU!IO ll~nd rait;nod copy of llcemne iuuuad purumll'lt ~ this 

Or~~~~ 
Act.J.ag ilin'tOJ" 

xnxx.xxm 
tnxrmxx:r.xxxxxxn 





TO 

.FROM 

ne 

EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 

WAR RE·FUGEE BOARD 

INlE~-OFFiq .COMMUNICATION . 

rem~:l-n- ~~~s~~rit_zorlB.nd~ :_c.,ncl~l·ri·~-hout--12-~~o:r -~ubm:!.~_;:l.ion 

of. ·proposal -~nd. specif1c( euthoriZs;:itton 1--rlll not be 

US8d,ll 

j Ii' you feel thee E a statement i'rcm us to ;,ec;},Gllrmd is 

- ---~~~~~. 
~~ 

F. Hodel 

Attach.ment 

. - -



. ·-~;. 
··:·---;:,. 

' OFFICE OF THE 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

' .. : .... ·.-_ . 
.·.-;~ .... '~ ·,·, 

TO: 

l'!lO~!: 

t 
EXECUTIVE. OFFICE OF JHE PRESIDENT 

WAR REFUGEE BOARD 
WASHINGTON 25, p. C. 

cahlr; to l3ern. 

Attnchment 



// 
,;.~;. 

.. :· .-.;~;~: 

• 
. . 

; .· bABJ;r•:. 'PO. ;,1lJI3T.J~n: Tu\..:~:-:I.:>Oi•T> DEt1H, FCH i.tGU~J.,Li'.ND FHOM !Iilli 

.,._ ' ·. 

. . 

Re.forE;nce (h<L"t 2) penllit.i>:~a Gc par:1p_'[.(ph of ,/Our :Io.: /
1
25El 

of July 5' and \\2W cobl.e lie. .· . > Dopartment ':? 2!6. oi' 
. - -~-

It is undcrstoou that ';:1., 000, COO fund Yidch has beoi1 

remitted by .JDC t~ you for Gal~, I.~;ye:~ Tilll :remain in S':r.LtzoP12nd· 



..... 

---- .~-~-- ·-- --



FROM: 

TO: 

DATED: 

NUMBER: 

ORIGINAL TEXT OF m~f:~fl4M SENT 

Secretary of Stat~, lt,~~llfh~~o~ 

AMLEGATION, BERNI~ . " '~U·NTRDL 
July 15, 1944 'v -' Q," J 
2417 

X 
Q 

~OPY 

Ca.ble to Minister Harrison, Bern, for McClelland from 

WRB. 

Please disregard WRB cable no. 81 1 Department's no. 2387 

of Jully 12 1 since Pehle has made special arrangement with 

Swiss Minister here for Swiss franc equivalent of $1
1
500

1
000 

to be made available. The only condition imposed by the Swiss 

authorities is that the aforementioned Swiss francs be used 

solely for humanitarian purposes. 

The $1 1 500,000 is being supplied by JDC here and the 

Swiss franc equivalent should be turned over to Saly Mayer 

promptly upon receipt. $1 1000 1000 of this amount is f'or the 

fund requested by Saly Mayer as reported in your no. 4258 of 

July 5. The balance of $500 1 000 is for expenditure by Saly 

Mayer in connection with evacuation program from Balkans and 

as to which he will receive further instructions fromLisbori 

office of JDC. 

Please cable when Swiss francs have been received and 

turned over toSaly Mayer. 

THIS IS WRB CABLE TO BERN NO. 83. 
l( 

DECLASSIFIED . 
State Dept; Leitei·, I-1!~72 

By R.H.:CPai·ks Duie S£p 2 7 1972 

HULL -.-



CABLE TO MDII8fER BARRJBOH, BERN, FOR lllOLEIJ~AID rlOJliBB 

Please diareg&rd. Q cable No, Sl, Depariaent•e lo. _ 

ot ------' since Pehl.e has made special arrang ... nt 

with SWUe Ja.nieter here for 8w11a franc equivalent o£ 

$l,soo,ooo to be llade available, I The only conditicm illlposed 

by the Sries authorities is that the a.t'orementioned Swiee .france 

be used solely £or bwaanitarian purpoaes. 

The #l,soo,ooo 11!1 being supplied by .me here and the Sriea 

.franc equivalent should be turned over to Sal\f .IILyer pr0111ptl;y 

upon receipt. $1.,000,000 of this 81110unt is tor the tuncl 

requested. by 8aly Jle.var as reported in your No. 42!18 of July s. 
The balance of $soo, 000 :1e for expenditure by &tJ.;y Jll;rer in 

connection with evacuation program fran Bal.kana and ae to Yb.iob 

he 'l'd..ll receiv. further instructions .frOID Liebon office or .mo. 
PlGase cable when Swiss franca have . been ~04tived lind 

turned over to Saly layer. 

THIS IS lVRB CABLE ·To l3B1W 10. .8) 
--........ 

3:05 p.m. 
July l4, 19~ 

DECLASSIFIED 
. State Dept. Letter, 1-11-72 
- . . · .. · SEP 
ByK1-LParkuDate_._ 27 /972 

l•iiss Chauncey (for the Sec 1y) Abrahamson, Colin, DuBoist· Friedmsni Hodel, 
.Laughlin, Lesser, Mann, Stewart, Central F'iles, Cable Gontr61 Fi es · 

~<f'tutd i?il:db 7/lL,/44 -

IJ/a o /'P-Pm 'f )!&, I ~a- -J#. ~ 



FROM~ 

TO: 

DA'l'SD: 

American Legation, Bern. 

Secretary of State, "/a.ohington. 

X CONTROL COPY 4802. 

The following message ls from McClelland for WRB. 

\'fe refer to messages from the Legatlon, Number 3506, 
v 

dated June 2, and Number 4258, dated July 5; and to message 
v 

f:roro the Department datec1. July 18, Number 2449. ...-------· 

lc. The 1'oll01>1lng propoaitlon has recentJ.y been submitted 

by Bternbuch; he declares 1t t.o be the FreucUge:r plan 1n its 

most re.cent development. Sternbuch has been aaked to open a 

credit of 700,000 Swlss franca, tl1rough SchNeizer•iser Kredit­

anatalt, for ttle account o1' the :t'lrm of Intercommerz, 1n order 

to prevent.deportation to Poland of a convoy of 1200 prominent 

Orthodox Jews. among them Rabbte, 'trho ere repo~·ted· by associates 

of Ste:rnbuch in Budapest and Bratislava. to have departed fr•om 

Hungary on their "<lay to Spain. It is recommended for. {PL) 

in zurich to pay for forty tractors, n_gr1 cultural, which are 

to be shipped through Schenker end Company (PL) for final. 

dell very to a concer•n called Waren. Verte11ungskontcr 1 lo ca. ted 

in Budapest; this po.ymen t to be g~de to the order of the Willy : 
~~~ 

Tractor Factory (>.f.llch ls owned by Thomas 1iilly--.PL)? at 

Lucerne 

DECLASSIFIED 
S~ate Dept. Lett<>r, 1'1 1-7·2 · • 

By R. H. Pru·k~·~;te S E P 2 '7 1972 



Lucerne. This is an lnoepenoent endeavor of Orthodox Jews 

in Hungal·y to rescue certain impOl'ta.nt members of their 

group, e.ccoro.lng to 3ternouuh' e dascr1pt1on of the projecto 

Gyula Link,, a Jewlob. businBss man of Budapest, and Ph111pp 

Frm.HUger. heaa of Orthodox counnunl ty of Budapest) are 

apparently the. d:l.lef orp;mlZerB of ·thl.a aotiono 

21. A train contalnlng 1200 hadpt\arwcl throu!l-'h Bratislava 

on the 6th of July, \h. ere a cor•responden t, not named, talked 

,;;1 th Rabbi TeltelbaUJu of Satum.!H'e, a membex- of the convoy • 

so uternbuch reported on June 1.7tho Rabbi Teitelbaum said that 

they had been en route for e.l.J~ ciaya already, and tl'le. t the rQI!lor 

was that the train would stay ln Vl.enna aoout 14 clays 0 they 

they bad been toldo 

3o Ae .reporter1 in message frow. the Legation of June 30, 

Number 4170, the lilattar of transports for Spain baa been brought 
.. \ 

to our attention before and has usually been looked upon as a 

ll'ariation of the original ransom 11 Number l propos1 t1on11 'which 

was negotiated in Jerusalem and .Istanbul by Joel Brandt iwd 

\1h1ch concerned materials ann. money ln exchange rcir 

German perm1aa1on for:' ti:le em3.gra.t1on of Hungarian Jews. 

$p&n1Sh ti"tJ.Mit ViM~ for &oo·_,o~-.aren end 1500 grown peraona 

bad _been granted •. 1n pr1no1pla, Dohll:in of the Z1<;>rt1st organiza-

t1on, t'li th regard. to Spain, wired fror.u Lisbon on July 25tn;;--:--

4. An urgent telegram· 



-- ~~--: 

4. An urgent teJ.r.gr·Biii fr·ooo I~rael Ka~tncr, a dependable 

J~1,..rish lawyer in Budapezt, a ll:fm t\Tho 1.raa clooely associated 

?lith the t'l.rnt B1•anut negot.l.v.tiona, wU!EJ re ooived on July 24 

by Nathan :'3cht<alb of Bedwlu.z, Geo(•va. Th:l.e wesaage r·oqueated 

that Sternbuch 1 
G p.<-opoeition r !-:specially the merchandise angle f 

l.le aupporteo in every ,.,e.y. The above HOUld appElar to confirm 

the reality of the project >~hich Sternbuch p.f'oposea. 

5. lCRC hs.a "been aekeii by rae to try t.o verify the departure 

or such a convoy of J.200 people and to obtain, through thelr 

o.eJ.ega tJ.on 1 n Dudapl'Jst, any otht~r detaiJ.ec! 1nforma.t1on poso1ble!_ 

but to date I have not r·eceJ.ved a repJ.y from ICRC. 

6" 'i.'his enti:r<' propoc;i tion of Sternbuch·l a has been talked 

over with Saly f.1ayeJ' of' ,Joint, from 111hom oOO~OOO fh·1isa franca 

had been requested by Ste:r·n"tHlch, but, especially because 

ther·e is no eatlsfactor·y gunrantee that i'uJ.f.lllment of the 

tl'actor purdlaaing condl t1ons 1VlHl.ld not only . prevent the 1200 

people being aep9rteu but aotualJ.y assure tnel.r arr•ival 'in 

Spaln, Ma.ye1• doe<;~ not ap;;>l'Ove action along __ .1h!>..:-._.J,J_l!ea proposed. 
-----~·-- - . ---------·--

7. In orde:; t_he,t an intelligent decision could be taken 

ln time, I have urged Ster•rfouch continuously, ev:er oince he 

first transmitted the appeuls ot.~~bbi ol Neutra e-nd i Freur11ge.r, 
-~~ 

to secure t'ur"ther infru;.:a tlon •rfth r•ege,;r>(l to these 1'escue plans. 

Stsrnbuch 





, .. 

July 18, 1941, 

The attached cable was prepared and sent to State after we 
received telephonic advice from the Vaad Hahatzala and from the 
JDG to the effect that a message had been received by the Vaad 
Hahatzal"t from Sternbuch to the effect that 1200 rabbis and connnunal 
leEcders in Hungary were in danger of deportation and death within. 

_ Jt8 hours unless 700,000 Swiss francs were made available immediately, 
/(JQ cable W"!S dispatched after consultation with J,;essrs, Lesser, 

Abrahamson and Pehle. JDC and the Vaad Hahatzala were advised of 
tlle nature of our message to 1~cClelland. 

~\· 





-
li'.HO!Vi: 

TOI 

DATEL·: 

NUMBER: 

ORIGINAL TEXT OF TELEGRAM SENT 

Secretary of State, Washington 

American Legation, Bern 

July 18, 1944 

2449 
~ 

Crl"TRf'H oonv J;1 ul Ul U r l 

FROM WAR REFUG 15E BOARD FOR MCCLELLAND. 

Reports received here indicate serious immediate plight of 

large number Hungarian rabbis and communal leaders. Please 

consult Saly Mayer and Sternbuch jointly at once in effort 

to ascertain facts and plan course of action. JDC assumes 

Saly Mayer doint utmost to prevent reptorted deportatioL. 

'l.'HIS IS VIRB CABLE TO BERN NO. 86 • 
.; 

HULL 

.:r~;l'. --=-

DECLASSIFIED 
State Dept. Letter, i,li-72 

. By R. H. Parks ~ate~ 2 '( 1972 



·, 

OABLS TO.IIDO:SfiB RABRISOI, BBU, FCil ~ DOX D1 RlrWIB 
BOARD 

RePOII'\1 reoei'hlt beH iDd!eate Hl"iou1 s•acU.ate pl:l&b' ff 

laqe ~ a.saftla nbbU and C)......,. lMdere. Pleqe 

coniUlt salT ..,_ allll S~buob 3o1A\ll' at once 1Jl etfen 

to .. o.riam taote and p1u oour•• ot aettCJtL iDO UIUIIel 

THIS IS WRD C/1BLE TO BERN NO. 86 

4:00 p.m. 
JuJ.y '18, 1944 

Miss Chauncey (for the Sec 1y) Abrahamaon, Golm, DuBoia, Friedman, Hodel, 
Laughlin, Lesser, Mann, Stewart,· Central Files,- Cable Control Files 





JUL 2 0 1944 

~ dear Mr. Minister: 

I llav" recdved :~rour letter of July 14, 1944, and I 
l'ii:::h to aaBure you of my deep appl't:ciation for the recent 
action of your Government in placing at the disposal of 
this Government the Swiss franc equivahnt ol' $1,500,000 
foi· humanitarian purposes. 

lihile it is undei•stood that the Swi&e francs so IIJB.de 
aw1ilc..ble will be priLw.rily used for aasia·tunce to Jewieh 
ro.fugeea iu Hungary, I &hould like to eJ>.-plain thst it is 
con·templated some ot these f'unds will be used to assist 
rsfugeea in !1UI!!ania, par·t of' whom have fled to Rumania from 
Hmlg&r-.f. 

I again wish to extand to you roy deep gratitude for 
;rour symp~.tnetic cou.sideration of this &nd other matters 
wi1Ich I l:w.ve reca:1tly discussed witl:l :rou. I e.asw.·t~ you that 
this Government is deeply appreciative o:t' the coopere.tion 
'1.110. help wh.ich the Government of Swi·~<zerland has extended 
in the sa gree. t hlllllani t8 rian ttnde1•tak:!.ngs. 

His 1xcellency, 
The Minister of Switzerland, 
Washington, D. C. 

7/20/44 

Very truly yours, 

{f.ligned) J .w. Pehle 

J. ti. Pahle 
.l!ixecutive Director. 



LEGATION 
<;5' 

DE SUISSE 

WASHINGTON 8, D. C. 

F. A. 12 

July 14, 1944· 

My dear Mr. Pehle: 

Confirming the conversation I had the I-'leasure 

to have with you yesterday, I wish to adv se you tllat my 

Government is prepared to place at the disposal of the 

United States Government the Svliss franc equivalent of 

up to $1,500,000 (one million five hundred thousand Dol­

lars) against credit in dollars convertible into freely 

exporta.ble gold. 

It is understood. that the American Legation in 

Berne will dispose of the Swiss francs so made available 

exclusively for the purpose indicated. (assistance to Jewish 

refugees from Hungary) and only in such an;ounts as may be 

needed from time to time. It is further agred that the 

dollar equivalent of the funds to be drawn under the ar-

rangernent will be credited to the account .T of the Swiss 

National Bank with the Federal Reserve Barllc of New York. 

Mr. J. W. Pehle 
War Refugee Board 
Washington, D. c. 

I am, my dear .Mr. Pehle, 

la{,pcerely 
~-

Minister of 

y;;;, --- ~ ----- ,_c_; 

~ Switzerland. 



LEGATION. DE suI SSt:. 

WASHINGTON 8, D. C. 

1". A. 1:2 

My ue,, r J1::r. Penle: 

exclusively .Cur the J.H.tTfJOSEl inciic, tee (a.ssista.nce to Jewis,l 

dolli.,r et;Liva.Lent of tLe ft..nds to be <irawn under tbe e.r-

rangenent will be n·ed.i ted to t!1e account T of tne Swiss 

Nc.tional l5ank. with the Fa<jeor·;,l P.eserve Bank of' aew :.:ork. 

.M.r. J. W. Pel1le 
War Refugee Board 
Washington, D. c. 

I a;::, l!!Y ae&r ;.:r. Pehle, 

-...W.incu:ely your·s, 
~ 





-
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PARAPHRASE 01<' Tl'o.I.EOHAM REGEllfEL 

FROll.: American Legation, Bern 

TO: Secretary of State, Washington 

LATI.: 

r., u;· •. l3Er: : 

July 21, 1944 

4670 
x 

;·,J,;Jlelland sends followine; for WRB from l'.ueh1, Donnebe.um, 

and 3ternbu~h for Union of Orthodox Rabbis t./ 
h 

~ ()ntim.lous contact is being maintained by. us with J,Siffel. 

We have informed him that if posE•ibili ties of resc1:<o work 

increase he will receive another hundred thousand Swiss franc~,, 

and :b.ave request,ed that he undertake transport'!ltion of refugees 

to Turk&y from Bucharest. Places on ships are greai;ly lackinf!., 

and in view of development of situation soon anticipated it 

would be most important to count"r11ct this iback. One thousand 

3wiss .fr!lncs is still cost of· a passage nov1-a-days. · 

We are forwarding a report shortly regarding rescue work 

for Italy and France. 

r- One hundred thousand Swiss francs for eeneral support ---- ' -----------
have be~n sent by us to Freudige1·. In addition we are in 
.----------------~----------- ---·-- ----------:--

contact by teleppone with the W1schnitz Rabbi Gb&immeirhager 

at Bucharest. A committee of several personalities has been 
.... ~_ 

formed by this Rabbi. Some t-imlF'Bgo we also transmitted one 
-~,----·--- -~----~--~---~----------

hundred tho~.Q_ fr;mM__f~..E--~~~ man~mmtent of ~E_!_~·-· re~_cue 

work from Eungary to Rumania • 
~ 

Twenty-three persons were brought to Bucharest lately •. 

Among other Habbis who haven'i:e~'S~ntt Bucnarest 
State Dept. Letter, 1'11-72 

By R. H. ParksDnt<> SEP 2 7 1972 



1 ... 

Bobower Habbi Schloime and his SOllo Search is being made for 

the other members of this f'amily. At the present time couriers 

are en route to Budapest from Bucharest in order to bring some 

more personalities backQ It is felt that this is the best way 

to save various personalities at least. Three to five thousand 

francs is cost for one person~ To avoid brenk in their rescue 

work .:;.n additional five hundred thousand francs is urgentl~ 

requested by the Committeeo 

on~3 hund:r•Jd fifty thousand francs have been sent by us 

ttLu\ tl Rabbi of Netl.tr&.• Latter is directing rescue work from 
.\ '\. . 

Poland and Hungary to Slovultia and as regards support and 

rescue he ha~ heavy obligations to fulfill. Just received 

wirt~ from him in which he states that if we~ do no1; provide him 

with la~ger sums immediately he will hold CP.O responsible for 

consequences since if he is not able to render sufficient help 

people :run risk of deportation to Polando. He is r·e1'0rring t·o 

approximately eighteen lumdred persons of whom g'reater part 

are in camps at present timeo 

Various plans are being worked out as regards Hungary, 

which have 11upport of joint representative in .budapest also~"··· 

In f.'lddition negotiatlotis to save larger group are proceeding 
j 

and may be concludedj nny dayo We~:(*) money iW!lediately 

as soon as guarant¥ is received that-al). agreement will be 

strictly fulfilled. We promised sum o.f one million francs to 

Freud iger r s group :foi" this purpose to be~ in with,. 

Our r·elntions with flcClelland a1•e o.f the ]?esto He<willlngly 

grants every possible help to us and all Jewish organizations. 
'·'\ ·'; 

. Whether 6r 



• 
V1hether or not letters of Foreie;n Jonsulates are of any 

use we do not know, but perhaps they would be .if res!1eotive 

states would grant protection. Such letters are at any rate 

only of use if they are passed on to me by :::onsulaten of 

South ~meriaan states in Switzerland at once. Reported 

resculnt: people are gottinr smaller and situation is becoming 

progressively more critical in this respect. 

(~f) apparent omission 

IJH:EBB 
7/26/44 

HARRISON 
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FR014g American Legation, Bern. 

TO: Secretary of State, Waohington. 

DA'l'SD; July 26, 1944. 

CONTROl COPY NUl<l.BBR; 4802. 
X 

The follOT·ring message is from McClelland for WRB. 

\'fe refer to messages from the Legation, Number 3506, 
v 

dated June 2, and Numbe;r 4256, dated July 5; and to message 
v 

f :roro the Department dated July 18, Nuu1ber• 2419. ......-------

1. The follo;;rlng propoaltlon has recently been submitted 

by Sternbuch: he declares it to be the Freudlger plan 1n its 

moat J:>e.cent \levelopllient. Bternbuch has b~en naked to open a 

credit of 700,000 Swiss franca, through Sch1veizer•1ser Kred1 t­

anatalt, for tt1e acc:ount of the firm of Intercommerz, in order 

to pr•event ·deportation to Poland of a convoy 'o:f 1200 prominent. 

Orthodox Jews. among them Rabble, vrho are I'epol•ted· by associates 

of Sternbuch in Budapest and Bratislava to have departed from 

Hungary on their ':lay to Spain. It is recommende_d for. (PL) 

ln Zurich to pay :for for.ty tracto:rs, a_gr·1cultural, which are 

to be shipped through Schenker pna Company (PI:.) i'or final. 
-~,l'. 

dell Ver.r to e. concern calle-d ~~a~ertellungskontor 1 located 

ln Budapest; this payment to be n;ade to the order of the 'i11lly 

Tractor Factory (e1hich ls owned by 'l'homaa ''~illy--.PL), at 

Lucerne 

DECLASSIFIED 
State Dept. Letter; 1-li-72 

By~, H.ParkiDate SEP ·2 7 .. ·1972 



f 

Lucerne" This is an inoepenc'lent en6eavor of Orthodox Jews 

in Hungary to rescue certain impol'tant members of their 

group, accord.ing to Stern'buch 1 a description of the projecto 

Gyula Link.,, a Jewiab. business man of Budapest, and Philipp 

Freud1ger. head of Orthodox col!llllunity of Budapest, are 

appax•ently the. chief orgw izeru of this act1ono 

2!. A train containing 1200 hadp~sseo throu~h Bratislava 

on the 6th of July, mere a correspondent, not named, talked 

with Rabbi Teitelbaum of Satumare, a mP.mber of the convoy. 

so Sternbuch reported on June 17th. Rabbi Teitelbaum said that 

they had been en route for a1x days already, and that the rumor 

was that the train would stay 1n Vienna aoout l4 daysa they 

were to be taken to Spain for ez change for German war ·prisoners, 

they had been toldo 

3. As reportetl in message from. the Legation of Jupe 30, 

Nuu.~·ber 4170, the matter of transports for Spain has been brought 
\ 

to our at ten tlon bef'o re ~!Oil has usually been looked upon as a 

ll'ar1at1on of the original ransom "Number l propos1t1on11 which 

was negotiated :tn Jerusalem and Istanbul by Joel Brandt and 

which concerned materials ana money 1n exchange for 

Ger_~nan perm11JJ!1on_[Qr_ tge __()mJ.gra. tJoll qf~:_l!l!_!}S~an Jews o 

Spanish tre.ns1 t Vinas for 500' children ana 1500 grown persona 

had _been granted, .in pr1no1pJ.e, Dohk1n of the Zl9nist organiza­

tion, ~>'1 th regard to Spain, wired. from Lisbon on July 25th. 

4. An urgent telegram 



4. An urgent te J.r.gr•SJii from Israel KaEJtner • a dependable 

J~;wlsh l~\;yer .in Budapest, a man who \.raa cJ.ooely as1>oclated 

1>1i th the nrst Brandt negotJ.atlone, vma re ooived on July 24 

by Nathan Schtvalb of fiec.tlaluz, Geneva. Thie message requeated 

. that Stcrnbuch 1 B proposition, especially the merchandise angle, 

be nupporteo in every 'iJe.y, The above r.wulil appsa.r to confirm 

the renlity of the project 'Which Sternbuch pr•oposea. 

5. 1CRC hae been aokeii by me to t:r·y t.o ver1ty the departure 

of such a convoy of 1200 people and to obtain, through theli· 

delegation 1n Budapest, any othnr d.etaiJ.ed inforJW.tion possible!. 

but to elate I have not r-ecel17ed s reply from lCRC. 

6. 'l'hls entire proposl tlon o:r Sternbuch'1 a has been ·talked 

over with Baly 1-l.ayex' of' Joint, fi'om Ttlhom 500e000 fh·IiGs franca 

had been requested J;oy Ster·nbuch, but, especially because 

there is no satlaf'acto.r·y gun:rantee that fulf.tllment of the 

tractor purdlaslng conditions 1-roulu not only prevent the 1200 

people being aep9rtetl but actually aaJ>ure their arr•lval in 

Spaln, Mayel' ooa $ not ap1wove ac~ion a long __ _1ihtL1.!_nee proposedo 
-~---·-

7. In o:pde• t.he.t an intelligent decision could be taken 

in t~_me_f l_ll_ave urged. Stez•nbuch coiitlnuo.usly. ev:er oince he 
. ------- ~~· -. 

(-- ·, 

first transmitted the appeals of Rabbl of Neutra ~nq ;_FreurUger, 

to secure further inf<ni:Stion wlth_rega~o _to_-thes5:Lr'.eltcue plans. _ 

8ternbuch 



Sternbuch proruieed Link and FreuOiger that .he would raise 

1,000,000 St-Jies fpanca anc1 bacl\. up their negot1at1ono, ln 

sp1 te of lack of ~:;uarantces and defin.l. te details. When 

Sternbuch uec1dea recently to pass on to me rather incoherent 

and deeper·ate appeals maoe by his contact men in Budapest and 

Bratislava which involved a forty-eight hour time limit 11' these 

1200 people \\'ere to be rescur,d -f:rom bein_g.-<lepor·ted, the abo'\l'e 

ruatter came to a heaa" 

8. We ~.Halt your instructlone, in vie"t-J of the fact that 

lntercomffierz in Zurich recomffiended for an Willy and Schenker 

(a forwarc11ng agency ~,;hich Deutaches Reichebahn owna) which 

is on our Proclaiwea LJ.ot all'eedy, and, furtherr in view of the 

fa ot that the \1hole propo sltlon seems to be inherently a ransom 
"-f·' 

deal vshich 1nvo1 ves delivering to the enemy goods which 

obviously are important to the 1<mr effort, q£,_ 1f .t;he request 

for tractors le disapproved, fr.ea foreign exchange" 

------------- -·--------.--
Consultation ~vith Joint a:t once is recommended, ae 

we assume that any money i>Thlch might be used. Nould have to }\ 
. - ]---\, 

come from fun<:1a transferred to ue for Saly Mayer recently" 1-\ 

DCR:LCW 7/29/44 

• i~;l-. 

~~~-

HAfu'USOl~ . 

' : 

. i 
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··_,. 

With reference to previous communications regarding 

t.t1e situation of the Jewish population in German-occupied 

areas, inforr<~a tion .is f'ortlluoruing from Bratislava that on 

July 6th a train wus sent f'r-om .dratislavu to Budapest 

with 1, 200 persons. The train appGrent ly was supposed to 

stay 14 days in Vit'nu<:.: to ue ";ent lutr;r 011 for exchc-.nge 

purpo<Jes to .3p~.in instec:.tl of i11.JJI:ania. Rr;bbi Teitelbaum 

fron< Gotmc.r wus araong the pussenr:;ers. 

There v/afo no foo,_: un the train. _,i;fforts 'Nere made 

to obtain r>orrLe throuc>:Li tllte Internetionttl ;-,ed Cross. 

hashington, July 27th, 1944. 





FROAh 

TO~ 

DATED: 

NUMBER: 

ORIGINAL TEXT OF ~g~G~'SEW~ 
' (' . ... ' 

Secret~ry of State, _·washington 

American Legation, 

July 27, 1944 

25'79 
X 

Be:11n iJ'' :. , • 

CONTROL COPY 
FOR MCCLELLAND FROM WAR REFUGEE BOARD. 

~eferenc WRB Cable to Be~n No. 83 (Department's 2417) of 

July 15, 1944. 

Please advise at once whether Swiss francs have been 

received and turned over to Saly Mayer. 

THIS IS WRB CABLE-TO BERN, NO. 93· 
A 

HULL 

-~-----· 
DECLASSIFIED 

State Dept. Letter, 1-11-72 

By R. H. Parks Date- S £ P 2 7 1972 -
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CABLE TO liAlUlLSON, BEIW, 1'08 IIQCLELLAHD I'BIJI WAR .REPIJGD BQlRD. 

Reference \'IRB Cable to Be:rn No. 83 {Depertaent•s 2417) of 

July 15, 1944. 

Please· advise at ouoe whether S'lfiss francs have been received 

and turned ovel' to Saly Jfqer. 

WBIS IS WRB CABLE TO BERK• JrO. 93e 

111'30 a.m. 
July 25, 1944 

Miss Chaunoey (for the Seo•y), Abrahamson, Cohn. IUBois. Friedman, Ho-del. 
Laughlin. Lesser. Mann, Stewart, Central Files, Cable.-Control Files 

FoHodel&css 7/24/44 

::;d/ lfw~fllUt ~NP 





--
FROM: 

!1'0: 

DA'l':S:: 

NUMBER: 

fj ::I I 

ORIGt~fif~~·· ~t i'l!lLIGlWl SBRT 

Secretary ot State, Washington 
of. II ·, 

American Legatton, 

July 29, 1944 

2614 
X 

·•.wtDNTROL COPY 
FOR MOOLELLAHD FROM 
Please delivf)r following me aaage to Saly Mayer tro11l' 

Leavitt, JDO: 

QUOTE Sternbuoh cabled Rabbinical group here that 
1,200 Hungarian Rabbis other leaders are now e~~rained 
Vienna tor deportation. Be claims you refused ~ > help 
to save this group and that immediate action may~till 
rescue them by repatriation. He also claims that no 
understanding has been reached with you tor coordination 
rescue activities de.,ite such report to WRB. Orthodox 
groups here deeply disturbed by this situation and exert­
ing great,pressure on us. We are oonvinoed that you and 
McClelland are doing everything to rescue·· as many people 
as possible, but we are not in position to answer such 
charges made by Sternbuch. Although we reali'ze that 
Sternbuoh is concerned primarily with Rabbinical groups 
we are just as interested in rescuing these elements and 
we hope that every ettort is being made to save them and 
that every possible measure is utilized by you to effect 
their rescue. Please cable soonest, UNQUOTE. 

Following ·ror McClelland trom Pehle: Refer WRB NO. 86 
(Department's 2449) of Jul;r 18. We urgently request that 
every practicable step be taken to ettect rescue ot this 
group. 

'l'his is WRB cable to Bern No. 99. 
X 

DECLASSIFmD 
State Dept: Letter, 1-11~72 

By~R. H. Parks Date Sfp Z.7 1972 
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GABLE TO MINISTER HARRISON, BEI\N 1 FOR MCCLELLAND FRCM WAR REFUGEE BOABD. 

Please-deliver following message to Saly Mayor from Leavitt, JDOt 

QUOTB Sternbuoh cabled Rabb111ical group here that 1,200 HWlgarian 
Rabbis other leaders are now entratned Vienna for deportation. 
STOP He claims you refused help to save thin group and that 
immediate action may still rescue them b,y repatriati~n. STOP. 
He also claims that no underetand1ng has been reaohed with you 
for coordination rescue activities daspi.te such report to WRB. 
STOP . Orthodox groups here deeply u.:l.s·turbed by this situation 
and exerting great pressure on us. STOP We are convinced that 
you and McClelland are doing everyth1.ng to rescue as many people 
as possible, but we are not in position to answer such cb£,rgee 
made by Sternbuoh. STOP Although we realize that Sternbuch :te 
concerned primarily with Rabbinical groups we are just as 
interested in rescuing these elements and we hope that every 
ef'f'ort is being made to save them and that evecy possible measure-
is utUized by you to effect their rascue. STOP Please cable 
soonest. UNQUOTE. 

Following fol' MoClell£\nd f'rom Pahlea Refer Vv'RB No. S6 (Department•e 
2449) of' July lS. We urgently request that every practicable step be 
taken to affect rescue of this group. 

THIS IS WRB CAB IE TO BEHN NO. 99, 

***** *********** 
July 26, 1941, 
2:35p.m. 
******'*********** 
Miss Chauncey (for the' Sec'y) 1 Aprahamson, Cohn,~~~ie, Friedman, . 
Hodel, laughlin, Lesser, Mann, Stewart, Central Files·, Cable Control Files. 

CLo-. 
A.Abrahamson:css 7/26/44 
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FROt4l 

TO: 

DATE: 

NUMBER: 

PARAPHRASE OF. TELEGRAM RECEIVED 

The Am~r1can Legation, Bel:'n 

The Secretary of State, Wash~ngton 

July'29g 1944 

48'74 ... CONTROl COP·Y 
The follawin~ message is for the Department, ~he War 

Refugee Board and the Foreign Economic Adro1n1etrat1.on from 
~_______......,~_...-~--........... ~~··· '-~..: .. :.:. ................ ,.~····· --..~-...... _..,. ........ ...., .. ""'"'" ......... ~-""'!"'-" ....... _· -. --..~<1 

McClelland. 

1~ .BY hiB own account the proposition of Sternbtich is 

! 
I: 
i,.f 

'' ' 

a ransom scheme and direct aid would belp;iven to the enemy war 

~ffort and the position of the British and this Legation 

would be compromised in policy and principle if th_ie or other 

similar ransom opera.~ionse whether involving cash or goods, 

are carried outn 

2~ - Either on the Proclaimed Liet or reoommertdeq for the 
. . 

Proolaime d List are all of the firms involved in the tractor 

deal. Willy is notorious for his disregard of' the interests 

of the Allies and Schenker is a Germanco!leern. ·The author1-

c-J ties of Switzerland and private interests must know of' 

.~ .. __ S1;ernbuohi e approach to theaec:Procle.!med List f}nd the for111er 
_,,__..::;:::;~o-~.-.····~····~···~··~--····•·-·~~-~·. ·~: ,~"· ··:· . .... . . .. ······ 
may be embarrassed already beoatiseof hiS known re:l.~~1ons with 

:l ~. ·.~ the ~~!!:,:!_<:~;:._ 
·~ ., 3 The llovernments of Britain a. n. d Amert.ca ... ere ex.·.ert1n.g. 
~'- tl ~ 0 

I~ .,i all efforts to persuade j;he Swiss .. to lfm1t :the purchasing 

~·~ ~ power . ma.de. avail~J.bltt to the cmemy thr()u,gh. n.ew rrnanc1ai r~e1ii.~ 
£ ·~ ... 1;iee and to diminish exp()rts of ~ate;1al tk the enem/ wh1oh 

!'Q.·· .... · ..• · .. ·.•. . . . . ·. ···•· ·' .. · •. · .. ·. · ........ • .. ·. . . .. .· .·.· ...•..•.. ·· ·.· .. · .. · 

-·-~~-wo.ul4 be \l.seful to~ the enemy 1·s•.war .effort· (n~mber 25~4.and •...... ·"' /_." ·,-;;-;:. 
· · · - · · .. C-numbeiL.2~5~ · \; 



---;.'"r-.'"'" 

- :,;J,;.... ... 

. -

number 2559 hoth dated duly 26 rrom _the Department al"e referred 

to). If such.& transaction were to be undertaken or evdn con:.. 

J atd~l't'id ·seriously our pos1 tion .would Alnost surely be affected 

adversely;, 

4. AlsoJ,_ simple ransom money p~ymenta are proposed by 

Ste:rnbuoh as_ an al tarnati ve to the .tractor deala Cir oula:z: 

telegram dated Novrm ber 248 ~~ from the Depat"tment stated ---
the policy of the United States toward tranaactiona of this 

kind, (These inetructionahave not been·reso1nded ahd this 

// 

~~~~;;;~;:~;~~;~;;~~~;~~~:~~~;,/; 9 

(number 4002 dated iuiy- 26-rrom the Legation is re:t'srred too) 

DCR&MPL 
7/30/44 

HARRISON 

~~-. 





. FROM: 

TO: . 

DATED: 

NUMBER: 

.·. ·:..,,.,.~ .· 

.·-~~ .·. ~ ' .. /~ 
· .. ·.·.~ 

ORIGINAL TExT o~r~~~H~9~M SENT 
· . il"' \OJ :~:JuT:: .. · .. 

Secretary of .B:t!A1>EI• '•Wa:shington , 

AmericanLegation7 Bern: 
· ·. . . Oc II l!l/1 c1 fJLJ/1 ~i 
August 21 1944 

. CONTROl COPY 
FOR McCLELLAND, BERN, ,FROM THE DEPARTMENT AND WAR REFUGEE 

BOARD. 

Reference Legation'sNo • .4802 of July 26, 1944. 

We rely.entirely on your judgment in this. matter and ac-:-

. cordingly, and in yiew: of the pending cons.ideration of the reported 

Hungarian offer to permit emigration, .we concur in your view that 

lt is not (repeat not) feasible to undertake the transaction in 

question at this time. We assume that if further information is 

received you will keep us fully advised. We also assume that you j} 
wilL continue to make all posSible efforts to rescue refugee's // 

from Hungary ·lmd other German-occupied areas. 
. . ! 

The foregoing has been discussed with the JDC and· it. is 

in accord with the views expressed. 

THIS ISWRB CABLETO HERN NO. 106. 
X 

STETTINIUS 
.-(Ae~') 

- . DECLASSIFIED . . . ' . 
- State Depl. Liottrg,~Li'l,il!~- - - -- -~c ---~ ~ ~·-~ ·~. 
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CADL~~ TO HARlUSt« FOR. lACOLELI~AND, BERN, l'lWM THE DBPMTM£NT Ali D_ WAR. 
· Rl+:FUGER BOAHD. 

RaferenceL~~ation•~- No. ·MJ02 of JUly 26, 19~~ 
. . 

. Vie rely entirely on your judgment iii this matter and . . . ·.· 
. ~nd in view of the_ pending con~ideration of the reported Hungarian _._· . 

accordingly/we conour in rour view that .it _is ~ot/teaa:i,blti to offer. to permit 
.. ·_ _ .- · . . _ _ _· . _ at th~s t~me~( repeat not) _ enug;ration, 

undertake the transaction in question? 'ifri asfJil_. me that i.f further · · 
, . . . 

. . 
information is received you will keep us fully advised. We ~so 

. . 

_asSUllie ·that· you wlll continue to rilake all possible efforts to 

rescue refugees from Hungary and other· German-occupied areas. 

The foregoing has been d:iecusaed v.i th the Jr..c and it is 1i1 

accord with the views expressed. 

Tf!IS IS ~'IRB CABd: TO BERN Nb. 106 

lltOO a.m. 
August 1, 19'14 
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Miu Chauncey (for the Seo•y) Abrahamson, cahii,j:llBoio,. Freidman, Hodel, 
Laughlin, Lesser, M11nn, Mannon, MoCorme.ck, Cable Control Filea 
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