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GERMAN PROPOSALS THRCUGH SWITZERLAND -

Cable #2025 from Lisbon June 2¢, 19Ul *
Cavle #4170 from Yern June 70, 19hi
£250 (B 75) te.Zirn July 10, 15kh
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CAMP PROPOSAL







/baPARTMENT -DIVISION ©OF

L OF GOMMUNICATIONS
STATE e : AND RECORDS
Distributicn cof . e )
true reading only” Dated g dune 28, 1944 g
by special arrange- sl T ’
ment. SN T) A REc'd 9 02 a.2., 29th.

.

Secretary of State, /

Viashingbon. e e

émy 2020, June 28, 7 pem, . 7&1”#

FOR LEAVITT FROII PILPLL JDC 24 further ﬂmpTlfylng JDC

21 and 22, Your UWRB 87,
liayer suigests ahd it is believed WRB representative
Bern wiring ilashington as fcllows first, that United States
Sweden and Polestine should cach grant visas in“tsns of
thousands for Iungarians on basls of which Suiss might rE-
quest Hungary to allow refugees to rEmainythErE. SEcond
;1¢1Eré, Spain end Portugal should be asked td 8ED up: trans1t
- comps Especially for rabbies, religious ond 1nur11Ectu"l
leaders., Hungarian commander thinks German tran31g;posu1bia;
Third, since corrying out these plans:{n Eurbﬁchinydl§s
heavy cosh and merchandis € cutlay Hayer ﬁoﬁldfnzzd;ﬁiiiipné”
.Swiss frencs in hand additional'to current ﬂppfoﬁfiatibﬁilr
It 1s thought by Dobkln that PﬂlEst1nE c °<&flcotss;' 77' . YAy

“VﬂllablE prov1dEd UnlLEd Nutlons approvsd 3r$ndu proposal C

or modlllCutLOn-OL lu. REfErrwng tElEngm to. hg

that rabbies think coovnr“tlon StEﬂxousch

‘considers important’you knpw,;hat var;ous—rEspthiblt—g’ ups o
SEEK 5

DECLASSIFIED
R State Dept. Letter, 1- 1; a2




~2-, #2025, June 28, 7 p.m., from Lisbon,

seek action their adhErEnts and profsges while JDC is con~
cerned with general rescue, Since propositions invariably
overlap liayer indicates necessity of decision on policy to
support joint type as well as other, .

Despite zeal special organizations America to accomp=
1ish their purposes we desire point out Salyls excellent
working rslatiqnshiﬁs with representatives all_prganiéations
in Switzerland, Exprcted Saly meeting delegates several .
groups soon poping for fusion projects, - Informing Schwartzr

all of 2oboves"

NORWEB
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and receivad from responsible Jewish cirolea in Budapest.

It is openly admitted by the Gennana Tbat selection of - those

PARAPHREASE OF TBLLGHAM RECEIVED

FROM: American Legation, Bern

7Oz Secretary of State,-Washington
DATED: June 30, 1944 Pﬁ%?@ﬁ%ﬂﬂ??
NUMBER: 4170 e 0T ) 7
N
MCULELLANL SERDS THE YOLLOWING FOR WRB.

Refersnce is made hersin to the Legation's cable of

" June 24, no. 4041.

The Jews of Pudapest have no 1llusion as to the fach
that deportation is probably in store for the majority of \
500,000 Jews conzentrated in houses and restricted blocks i

all over that c;ty, according bo information dated June 18

to be deported will be made on a baaﬁs an’ follows- -(A);
men who ars sble-bodied,. (B) children, wumen ang- girls who C

are able=bodied, {{) all persons unsuited for work and

children. No doubt the last mentioned category will be
sent to Auschwitz for extarmination while the first two
groups will be used as forcedﬁiffg; 1n occupied terri»r
tories and Garmanyo e , :

There seemsrto be some possibility;:asifésulﬁ of'
recent discussions in Pudapeat betwean responsible Jews

_ 5 : S _i* and Germans -

DECLASSIFEED T
State Dept Letter, 1 11 72




.}

=B

and Germans, of the following: (1) rescue of a small numbsx
of children and prominent persons who will be allowed to
leave Hungary in an inltial convoy of 1000 psrgons; end

{2) rather than being 1mmediate}yVexterminated, the lean
concessalon that 30,000 Bungarian Jews unsuited for work
will e maintained in three éamps In Germany. The success
of these two proposala depends in turn on Lwo conditionss
/(1) That there can be secured for the Initial group of
1,000 and for others to follow emigration possibilities
- via Spain; and (2) that the three camps of 10,000 persons -
x'each in Germany can be aupported by the supply of funds
from Jewiélorganizat*onﬂv To do this 1t is estinated that

at least 500,000 Swiss francs monthly would be nNecessary.

-

!'It was intimated by ths Germ&ns that Lurthcr contlngenus

oy

} would be mllowed to ;eave Gernany from Lhﬁse camps as

3

1 apanifn transit and- overseas (PmleSuine, Norfh Africa or

elqewhere) emigration viﬂaa became availan;e.

|
% ) Tnese propositiona have been discuqsed with Salymsyer-
b

of Joint to whom appeal has.been addressed. to find funds,j

—-‘-‘*‘-"?ﬁ‘%ﬁ 7
required for the aunbort of such camps in Germanya Ve

both fael that a serious actempt shcuid be made to ‘segure
1nitial block of 1,000 or mnre Spanish trans’t visas at

leagt for the children, even uhough we

highly improbable and 1nccmprehrnsible; rom many anglesof

To care

5both»considerrthem5;‘

L i, i S




o care for such transit groups arrangements should he
mads in Spain and for further destinations also. A

great many bave Palestins cortificates, according to
information we have received from Budapest. We recommend
that appreoach be made o the Spanish Goverament.

In at least trying to comply with requests of persons
sur{#) plece in Hungary there is nething to lose and
possibly scmething to gain, even though these propositionsﬂ‘
may gseem to be far fetched, Even though remote; evaxry
channel of aid must bae explored In view of the degperatoness
of the situatlon of Jews there. Over 400,000 nave already

been deported, according to reports.

HAREISON R S
{s) Apparent omission ‘ : §

ot

“ 7
DCRIMAY :EA

yanry




Letter, -

DECLASSIFIED

1-11.72
pate_SERL27 1972

Btate Dept.

By R H. Parks'

PARAPERALY wF TRLIOSAN ivim. vau

FROR Amprican Legation, Bsrn

0 Mcrotary of 8tate, Wnshington
DAY . Bune 24, 1944

NUMBER 4041

-
KuOlolland reads the following for tho Yar Refugee Joard .

Fefersnce i made herewith to logation’s mesgego dated
Juns 17 Fo 2067, paragraph three.

How thore is no doubt that the majority of the Jewish
population sast of the funute nspecially iz easberm novthera,
and north esstern Bungary has besn depor ted to Polmad, Farther
raliable information oonfizming this is.at bas come in in thoe
courss of the past two wesks from the' folloving independent
som.aee (&) Bwies officisl employee just roturned frem
Fudapeni, {v) Railway worksre in Ozech renistance movement
{e) otl«@r reliable secrey sounrce regard information as %o
sourcss as absolutely confidentisl since any publicity
ragarding thom would emdsgnor lives

Prior to the deportations, thers wers tvw wesks to &
mongh of Brutal consentration during vhish thousandsof Jdews
wera erovded tegether in primitive quarters with insuffloéent
food: clothing and water, vogesdless of staie of hamlih, sex

- or aga. The Bungarian gendasumario on Laszle Indrels ex*d@z“a

laxg. .y sarried ont this action.

Appareni,ly the actopl largs seale d.aporﬁat lone bsgan &;.‘bout
Hay 1B snd lagsted until the mlddle of Juns, The moremdnt

- dnwolved 12,000 perssns per deys About 7,000 through subs

Gazpaths: fussia and 5,000 $hreugh Slovakia, ‘Cheraoteristic of -
such alitions, people were deported €0 to 70 per sealéd freight
vagen fovr-a ¢ Pip of two to thres days without adequste water -
or food probubly resulting in meny deaths en routeo.

;f%».ms.cnlary.y used vere the folloifiag'awgﬁchqi‘:oi rails

£ ? Osap&ecbawheaowhboﬁin Ewysacz in dix'eet mn of
25 (2) Batoral Jauihaly-Leginanich Wlany:ﬁiohalovesm :
Medzilabores. - Also many thousand tzoops 4o and from the

Siasied

Polich front were ramspovied daily over this line; (3)- !-!unhaeg:» ,

Lavoozae; (4) ealantansetedabaopomatsab Eovmeeto:ﬁrenoina
(8} Vruiky-Bilina.

B T urg@cl vy all ‘souress ‘of this 1nfomation in Blova.ki.a
_and Hwigary thet vital dections of these lines espsoially bridges .. -

along OZ8 be boubed as the enly poasﬂale neans of slowing down
or shopping fubture deportations. (This 1c evdnitted by me &s
a préposal of these ageneias amd I can wabure no. opinien on
b uenasy);{ SRR RN A6l
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Doar M. Leavibti LR

_ . 1he following omﬂdmtm message for you from M. Pilpel v‘ :
.. was'reosived through the Amerioan Ewbassy at Lisbon under date

‘of June 28, 1944t RPN L

- "Mayer suggests mud it is belisved WHN representative -
Bern wiring Washington as followsi first, that United S

. States, Sweden and Palestine should eagh grant visss in -
tens of thousands for Hungarians on basis of whioh Swigs
might request Hungary to allow refugess to rematn there;-
second, Alglers, Spain and Portugsl should be asked to -
set up transit cemps especially for rabbles, religious
and intellectusl lesders. Bmgarian comsander thinks
Gorman trangit possibles ¢hird, sines carrying out these - .
plans in Burdps invoive heavy cash and merchandiss cutlay

~ Mayer would need millions Swiss francs in hand additional
1o ourrent apprapristion. S '

It is thought by Dobkin that Palestine certifiostes
availsble provided United Naticns appreved Brandt proposal -
or modification of it. Referring telegram to Miyer stating
that rabbles think cosperation Sternbusch imperstive Saly

- considers important you know that varicus respmsible - SR

groups seek action their sdherents and proteges while =
JD0 is conoerned with ganarsl reseve. Sinse prepesiticns
.on-poliay to support - joint type as well as otkier. :

, Deepite seal spectal orgmisstisus dmerion to scccepltsh |

. their purposes we desire point out Saly's excelleat werking
relationships with representatives all orgmisetions in

- Switserland, Kxpested Saly meeting delegates meveral groups
4 hop!.ng‘ ing for fusion projscts. Informing Sokwarts

s allet

 Gtmed BT A

T MR Mowes A Lesvitt
870 Mndisen Avesug -
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NUMBEE: zseo

‘_ ORIGINAL TEXT OF TmGRAM smwr
'F‘;Rbom : Sooretary of State. Washington '
g0y AMLEGATION, R
"DATED; .“July 10, 1944

S"‘ER HARRISON A'I‘ BERN FOR l!oGLELLAND
orted in “your 41'10 of

FOLLOWING I‘OR MINI

Tho substanao ot the propoeal rep

: June 30 1s being conveyed to the Brltish and Soviet govorn- i

n accord with policy tc do ao with all aueh ‘pro
Somewhat sim- '

E 7' ments 1 poaalg

ow du‘nioua their nature or origin.,

:'f'no matter he
been roported through Stookholm lnd

: 11ar proposals have

'.'Ankara and tho United States nnd British govomments aro nov

v:eonsidering ‘the practioabillty of requestlng the Spani-h

”'-government to recolve temporarny a manages.hle number of Jeu
; and other persecuted people permitted to depnrt by Germsn and
"satellite authorities frem torritories controlled by them, o

: Saly Mayer shoulﬂ mdeavor. through persona by whon

Vappeal was addressed t.o him. to ancex‘tain mo

\lho
Wv

: vis one mouvated by Gormm neod for forei




4 :tzhe acccptnbiuty of support rogpprofoled cmgu by maans ) o
not product.:lve of foroign exchnngo, auoh as by internal L
' borrovingl againat blocked runda 1n noutral blnk or the
. actual ixnportntion of . foodltuffl and clothing under ado-

quato Intex'crou suporviaion and with adequate guaranceu ‘
as to ‘use to vhich same will ba put.‘ In making his 1nqu1r- : ;
",1es Saly Mayer should nct rerer to this Govermnent: or any |
1ntereat 1t may hnvo in the mnttar.

‘I'EIS IS WRB GABLE ‘1’0 BERN NO. 75
&




. CABLE %0 IR WAL AT SO POL KoOTILIARD

- The substante of W propessl ruported in your 4470 of Juse
A0 48 botwg sehvayed Lo blw trttlel and Seviet lioverienss in aceerd
with phlliey %o do 4o with all wuch prg B no mattar how dubdous
Shokr anturs or origin, somcwhit oliddar proposals have been repurtid el
Yhraugh Stonkhols and Anluen ouil tha tnltad dtates ami Aedtdah ol
govarnmania ara now wonsddering ﬂwpmcﬁicabntw of reiuaeting the

- Spandeh governmmt Lo rooaiva. Lenporarily a RARAZOADYS nuber oF Jous

ard b persetated. psople peraitied 1o depart
uthorithen fron terrifories centrolled: by thes.

by doroen snd natellite

L Baky Hayuy ghoald andeavor ; thrangh paraor by when appecl was
‘addrossed 40 hiuy, Lo asoerbain wuve detailed Information congarning
enti by of perucnn “akAng prropodsl st pRaor in which proposed
opurasion woald by currded ond. In view of Swias fiape husent, it
-wodld apsenr propegal 18 ons koldvatul by mroon noed Lor foreign
“wuchange, amd Lar. dxplorutory posen Baly Hayer might inguire sioug.
Bha asuepiabiliyy of auppory for proposod cagw Y Ruant net produsiive
. QF foveign exchsngs, suclh 49 by internpd Uorronings againet blovked
funds in neustral Lank o thy aetusk Anportstion of foodntudfn ana -
.cxoﬁhim.;'wior-adaqnﬁu Intercrose supuvision and with adegoato: o

© QUAraNtaus g to uge e Whith saBo WALL be put.  Dn smidng hig nﬁuﬁmgi" Lo C

Baly Hayor ghoulid nov (ropsus mob) vefer to bhug Javearnaeny or any
Antoreny 1t may haws iy She mathary - Gt :

THI

]

16 S CARLS 10 mink w0, 7S

gy 8, 39i4
34 pema
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ixd Gl m+ nIwe ..

‘pnd who nrg smeng 'k.ho...es ’t. Lﬂé" DJ. nmzy
™ Yhowsay,

thers
b seniioh oy vlalt this eamp or 46 send pRroeiz of f‘c,md is imld

posed paseperis ‘i’i‘bhout regard to the Vittel situation. Thoge BN T

cm omap LT 1’
woaheps fio it ing interases brak to % 21 Weve beelr talan
merinei Leguthon, at Ban . i

v

‘l;‘ﬂ’i‘lﬁri&‘ B 4 h R I‘ifﬁx’ .,o agt ﬂwlmtiaag bv ue. Unfaftur\rd*ely,
21 uo’ dhaggs tin the aitnation thers Mo awthorization

Uy IRG. "&:our in‘bm‘v@nbion ie s:zpam-ed by us.

R ERYirel
S MTE

mﬂk you tu fiml 8 Mlution o th@ praolam of pra»

'paparz are resslved by ws only from one Qonsuldte up %o the present =

time . - This 1w absolubely insuffisiant Lo¥ reosouns vork carried on by
ug. - At vardouvs placen such papsrs vre ugaful meens sud th«sy hayo.

- #5 fay helped Sn Slowekin and Rupgary.  Jews in Humngoery ere rmgwsﬁ'cing

15,000 daws psr day oré deported te Polend ovor this routs.sinoe.
H&y 15 The people sré in despsii thet nothing hag. _been done’ untiy -

them o gl urgemly o be: mni‘&rk@d by difi’eren{. Atatea

Ta are guite d@mp&rsﬁ,e ragarding the :Lnoraafaingly terri‘bl@: =
Ringsylen situssion. Thers ers already on deportatl on lianbs 5,.000:
Jews. It Ae upgently requested . by Rabbi of Meutra and sthors. ths# ' :
aimanil be sent to the -tewns of Hnnkaosn ‘Esgohmil snd Fredove i

the present. It Ag requested thet you ihbterveons and not mifsa amnh%&
houp: in this M_itter a.a thﬂg :\fs ons maaas of TEEOWHc L : :

CAw y«.;t our cguri@z frow Li‘bhumz.ia he.s nat mturnm Gh’xéa‘* i :
Pﬁbbi Hager ol Tﬂyaz.\,if aﬂd family hava besr saved and a\'rived yas’cerda.y =1
1 Bushay @at :

E%ai’i&ﬂom wzth Sl‘,evaﬂia for “&;ha purpn :
abm‘ oamps: for refugsas from Hungary have bsen sbarbed by ue %riﬂz }, o

 tha Vatlean's aild.  The gost of ‘setbing iip thess cemps bas heen

L of new reru,g,ee:

iniderwritten by ug- m‘év.’nded thv"a ia no r@s‘c:iotion on- admigaion -

. DECLASSTFIED
: State Dept Letter,

| By R. H Pmks Date__égE_Z ( ]972 B
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FROM$
‘mor
DATED:
 NUMBER? -

';fSecretary of Stg&ﬁrkwgeh;pgﬁbg\.
American Legetion, Bern :
eJune 16 1944
oy | g,

: B B '1,\0{1 R Coani
ORIGINAL. TEXT OFJT%LEdRAM SENT

rom War Rerugee Board t6 Harrison

Pleese deliver the following meeeage to Saly Mryer st.

,Gall %wltzerland from Mosee A. Leavitt of the American R

Jewieh Joint’ Dietrioution Oommittee.

"Please dlscuee with Sternbuch his cablee to

rabbinical group here regarding requeet Rabbi or

'Neutra for million dollars and requeet for aid rromf

'VFreudiger. After diecueeion with Hcclelland please

adviee through Legetion Bern poeelbilltiea extend

7'1ncreaeed aid to Jews Hungary.; Rabbinical group here

most anxioue ror your eooperation with Sternbuch Wo

would anpreciate being kept currently 1nrormed Mizrachl

'organlzation here received eable request for $50 000 from

‘Doctor Ieeac Rom Zurich Bahnhofstrasee 74 please contact -

Zhim and edvise purpoeee tunds required and your:

- THIS IS VRB BEﬁN CABLE NO. 43, -
18 15 ¥AB BERN DABLS N0 43,

:recommendations.

. SHp,
e :




GABLF TO BERN
, From Wor Remgea Board to leriuon

Pleaae deltver the following muuge to Saly | ‘
myer, St. Glll, SWitzerland, from Moses A Leavitt. of tho
" pnerican Jewlan Joint Diatribut:lcn Committoe- ' ,
“Please discuss with Sternbuch hia ublu to
rabbinical group here ragarding request’ Rubbi of

{Nautra for million dollara and request t’or aid

‘f!‘°m Freudigor Stop Ai‘t.er diacusaion with HcOlelllnd
please advin through Lagution Bem posaibilitiea oxtend
increued nid to Jews Hungary Stop Rabbinical group

- hore moat anxioua for your coopeutlon with “tembuoh
‘ stop We would lppraoiate bm.ng kopt ourrently infoxmod‘
'Stop m.sraehi orguniution hore recoived cablo roquest

N a for 55)0,000 ﬁ'om Doet.or Isue !lom Zurieh Bahnhofstrnn*r

774 plaase contaot him and cdvue purpoaal i‘undn requirod

a.nd your recmnmend&tims"
: THIS IS WRB BERN CABIE I\O 43
~§tq**$#iq.‘t

o C 0 Jume'18, 1944 : R ST R
S e 10516 ‘news T RSO o

'cctSoe'y, Abuhulon, cohn. DuBoiIs Frisd.mu, 50‘191’ ’ “Ghun'z'““" -
- Mann, Btewart —'Gentral 3! "'V:OQ.'ble control F‘:I.les. T e
FH.lab 6/14/44 = : =







£y thriettention of tne Soviet Sovernme

FARAPHRASE, CF TELLGRAA RECELVED -

FROM: . Awe Pigad- Envassy,’ Mobeow

ehricETRLN Cthe War Refuaes”
“peceived Oy ine B
s . j

3 ssgert onote dasted Juils L8 @ urLing 1hs

Embassy's wote déusd June 1E&, end -ihetv

lns¥ructed oy the -Boviet Goveransdit o

Lo UCRRLY oh sy

Governasnbt Si

HAKK iMAN
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- Dewr Yr, Imﬂvittt

il'he following message for you from Mr. Tilpel
was rucaived throus{h the Amerioan Le,ra’cmn, I»isbon, :

" under data of Juno Ay 19441

"!t is’ ezmhasized by Saly Lhnt the S ernbuv‘h
h‘reudigger pronosition ie directed on] y towaré.

lﬂ for limitcd groups, despite the siza of grant W V

Vory tmi‘yl yours,

J, W, Penle
“Executive Dircctor

My, Momes A, Legvitt o
Segretery, Amciidsn Jewkih- .

- Joint Distribution Omxmxitteo ,
270 Madlson Avemiwe. -
Hew York, New York ~ = 0 T







S OHIGINAL TEXT' ()F TELEGRAM aggg;’
”ﬁhbﬁ!_ _  3Secretary of state, Washlngygﬂjl’)“
vf/,. : "Amerioan LegaTion, Bern  ]1
rbATEDiG ) 'June bl ‘1944 gkf} 3
 f§ﬁﬂBﬁﬁ:' 2119_- 1“1ﬁ P L
: ‘ T S A

- R
7 Tne Usr Refugee Board requests that you aellver the
_ fo11ow1ny mecsage to Mr, Ieaac Sternbuou 3 Teufener Stresse,~ “
‘th Ga]len°
| '"Cabled you 100 OOO dollars equivalent 428 816
,"u1sa Francs to help comp]y witn requesta Neutra Rabbi

and Presléent Freudiger andé. for other Iescue nrOJects.
»Joint instructed Sﬁly Meyer o’ oiscuss with you Neutra
Rabbi's ané Freudiger'q apneais. Contact him and advine
us’ regarding resu]tq.: Contﬁct War Refugee Board repre-*
isentstive M001011and detsll to him your ‘and Neutra
raobi'a ano Freuaiger’s plans &nd fequest his flnancialf

'assistance. Rabbl Aaron Kotler, Vaaé Hanetzela

THIS I8 WRB GABLE TO BERN NO. 48 .

7 HULL: -

DECLASSIFIED
State Dept. Leftel, 1112728

7 :B}’,R‘. H. Par&s 5 SEP 2'7 1972




“GABLE 10 MINISTER HARILSON AND MOCLALLALD, BERN, SWITZERLAND

~.. 7" The VWar Refugee Board requesis bhat you deliver: the following - >
‘meagage o Mr. Ieskc Sternbuch, 3 Teufener Strasse, St. Gallent =~ ..
QUOTE  Cabled you 100,000 doldars squivelent 428,816
- gwiss francs to help comply with requests Neutra Rabbi and
President Freudiger and for other rescue projects. Joint .
instructed Baly Heyer to- disouss with you Neutra Rabbifs and
‘Freudiger!s appeals,  Cpntact nim &nd ddvise us regurding .
“vesulbss - Conbact Wir Refugee Board representative MeClelland;” *.
detadl to him your and Neutrs rabblils and Froudiger's plans :
and réquest his financial assistances ' .. S

“Véédfﬁghxﬁaéié"

Rabbi Aeron Kotler ~UNGUOTE

THIS 1S VKB OADLE TO BRRN NO._48 ..

s AR
L June 17, 1844. - "
I . 1231_-5 PaMy

EU

oLt

| Biksiniers 6/16/ - - ST e




abxnn Tyl

=— vddaDd HHHHTZHLH%

(Emergency Committee for Refugee Scholars,
Yeshivoth, Rabbis and Communal Leaders)

132 NASSAU STREET
(ROOH B818)

NEW YORK 7, N. Y.

PHONE RECTOR 2.4238

MESSAGE TO ISAAC STERNBUDR
ST, GALLEN SWITZERLAND THFDUGH THE
AMERICAN LEGATION, BERN

A VS
] CABLED YOU 100,000 DOLLARS EQUIVALENT 428 816 SwWiss

FRARCS, @0 HELP COMPLY WITH REQUESTS N RABBI

o sfhen, wacule. P e
AND PRESIDENT FREUDIGER m‘xmmum;/ 22)_
Jifriels o 5 115/

OEHERS-IN~PHRSE-LANDS SI0P JOINT CABLED- LY NEYER

T

TO DISCUSS WITH YOU mz@ém”mg Mﬁ'mug RABBIS
AND FREUDIGERS APPEALS ,380%-J04NT EMPHAS!ZED OUR MUTUAL REEN "
- DESIRE- THAT- sesi»mm -®OPERATE WITH-YOU, CONTACT HIM @c¢ o/

oAty e Loy Adu\chuu”z“, )
WSI“M@M %m«mr’

SSVINUBLE NARIRAR-TABBT" AND- FREUDIGER, AP?EA!:-‘}.‘EQUGB-«.
YOB-DERBODLY- TO-JOINT=S069 oozmcm VAR REFUGEE mnnj
REPRESENTATIVE MCCLELLAN; DETAI,L m HIH YOUR NAETRA#

oM N , | : o
NS RABBIS PREUDI GHRS PDANS AND REQUEST HIS 5T NANCIAL

| ASSISTANCE.
VASD HAHATZALA memcr eowmmx
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¥HOM ¢ Baovetary of State, ﬁgahmgﬁon

Tt Arenican Legation, Boxn
DATEDs  Junme 27, 1944
NUMBERg 2084

X

YROM J, W, PEELE, WAR REFUGEE BOARD FOR MoCLELLAND, HERK

Referehee Legatlon's Ro. 3506, June 2, contelning msasage
fyom Sternbuch to Onlen of Orthodox Rabbilm.

The Board and ¢ertain private groups here ars being preassd
by Unlon of Orthodox Rabbis for funds in commectlon with appeal for
$1,000,000 from Rebhi of Neutra and Pregident Freudiger of the
Budepest Jewish Community weporied in sbove enble from Bern,

JDG hae already eakled Baly Hayer to discuss thls matier with
Sternbueh,

Plesse send me o1 once your views concerning thepropossl
and, in partioular, advise we whether the smuggested payment will
in your opinion produce results. Will you also consulf Saly Maycr
and in your mesgage to we include Mayer?s views which we will
gend on to the JDC.

YHIS 1S WRB BERN CABLE KO. _59__.-

. DECLASSTFIED 1. -
<o Btate Dept. Letter, 1:11:797 - -




CASLE TO HARXISON FOR HcCLT:‘.T»TQM‘i'T), WARN, RO, W, FEHLE, WAR REFUGEER
TOARD, '

Reforence Legation's no, 3806, June 3, conteining meesagh
from Sternbuch to Unlon of Orthodox Rabbis,

e Foard and certain ~privéte groups hero nve belng pregsed
vy iUnion of Orthodox Rabbie for funds in connection with ap-eal for
‘ $1,000,000 fron Rabbl of Weoutra and Pregident Freudiger of the ABudavost
Jewish Commnity renorbed in above cable from Dern, 50 nas elready
csbled Saly Hayer %o disouse this nebter with Sternbuch,

‘1’1ense gend ne ot once your views concerning the pronoanl

ang in sarticular, adviee mo yhother the nu{;geated paynent will in your
opinion produsce results, Will you also consult Saly %-*&yér and 1n your

megeage to me include Hayer's viewe vhich wo will send on 4o the JDU,

23
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% vadab HHHHTZFILH%'

(Emergency Committee for Refugee Scholars,
Yeshivoth, Rabbis and Communal Leaders)

132 NASSAU STREET
(ROOM B818)

NEW YORK 7. N. Y.

PHONE RECTOR 2.423% -
" June 23, 1944
Honorable John W, Pehle, Executive Director

War Refuges Board

Treasury Building
Washington, D, Q.

Honorable Sir:

We refer to the dispatch of June 12th which your Board made
available to us and in which Issac Sternbuch of our Committee in
Switzerland calls our attention to the very strong appeals from the
Naetrsr Rabbi and President Freudiger of the Budapest Jewlish Com-
munity. In these appeals, our attention is directed to the possibilities
for rescus which thess two leaders find existent and for which larger
suns, as high as two millions are necessary,

The Va&d Hehatzala, as is known to you, made immediately available
the sum of $100,000,00 to the Oommittes in Switzerland. We hope to be
able to send an additional sum-at the earliest possibility.

The projects of the Kaetrar Rabnt and Presidsnt Freudiger are of
such proportions, and our most earnest desire to meet them so:limited,
that we must respectfully submit the matter to your consideration, and

whatever sums. it may deem negessary to completely expicit. ?BLe 'I“tent

resoue possibilities in these plans. su‘bmitted. :

We have brought-the subject to the attention of Assistant Seoretary
//of State Adolph A. Berle, Jr., wt’xo_’s_oﬂg&ors;ble disposed . in the mtter.

We feel, that we can in this request, receive:ths" sinoere ana sym-
pathetic concern which you have always manifestod to ths matters we hsve
had ococasion to csll to your attention. . ;' : :

=

. e L
Vezy respeetmlly yours, :

VAAD HAHA‘.I‘ZALA MRGENGY CDWITTEE

A

AKsy nabbi Ab

m Kslmowitz




e

. PARAPHRASE OF TELEGRAM RECEIVED

FBG“M Amsrioan Legation, Bern

. TO0: Seoretary of State, Washington
DATED  June 2 1944 .
HUQ%ER &508

I

,/ Followin, .4 from fternbuch for Unlon of Orthodox Rabbis:
|
f The Vittel situation is not olear and fo some time there hes beon -
: 11«:{ direct news. It 45 not knewn how mony interness remsin et Vibtel
and vho are among those et the Dronmey couesr ration osmp nsar Paris.
Hocessary steps to bring internses beek o Viitel have been Leken
by tho dmoricsn Legation at Bern.
i
}

: In connsobion with Bergen-Belsen wnd York Cemp Bergau neoy
Dresder we wish to refer to last explenations by ua, Unfortunately,
there has been no change in the situation there Ho authorization
te contach or vwisit this o8mp or to zand parcels of food is held

by IRC. Your intervention is expected by us, -

¥e urgently ask you o find o solution to the problem of pro=
poaod passports without regard to the Vittel situation. Those
pepers ars received by ws only from one Oonsulate up to the preagnt
tire This ig absolutely insufficient for resous wrk oarried on by
us. At various places such mpors are ugeful means and they have
86 far helped in Slovakis snd Rungery. - Jews in Hungary are requesting
then most urgently o be emitted by dif-ferent'sta'c'a,u_a ‘ o

We ere quite desperate ragarding the inoreasingly terrible
Rungarien situetion. There are Already ‘on deportation liats 3,000 -
Jewa. 1t is urgently requested by Rabbi of Noutra and obhers that -
alrmail be sent to the tewns of Munkeos, Kesohau snd Fresgey. : L
15.000 Jows par day are deported to Poland over thie route einoe -
Moy 15. The people are in despair that mthing has been’ done unbtil- -
the present. It iz requested that you intervens and not miss another
hour in this mstbter as this is one means of regous, - R

A8 yet our courier from Lithuania Iiag ﬁofrrofuxfn’s'dé; "chiaf' :
Rabbi Hager of Wyspits and family have .baoa sas:gd-—bnd'arz'-i'érediyasterday :
“in Bushargst. : N S TR e B T

~Hegotiations with 8lovakie for the purpone of ‘opening further
labor ocamps for refugees frem Hungary have besn started by ug with
the Vaticen’s aid, . The vost of setting up thoss camps has been. -
underwritten by us prévided theve is 1o restriction on adniseion
- of newr refugess: : - L R




25N

ol

From tha Rabbi of Heutra we have recsived n wmes
titeerly oomplains of vot having emough money for
Ho murh wapport ebout (¢) peopls from Bungary who
besides those - salng from Peland. Morsover  all 4
well ez in numervus labor oamps must bs fed 5
without livelihood A further 200,000 s
igposn! and ho wirse that for the wast
ridisulous. At lesst 81 000 000 ero sxpuiie
and earth as wihasnss: that if he hnd had amors
Gaon of Uzohecheiw < .. ~npy othery

281 placsd at .
3 thin gom g
ad h&‘ ”‘Ll..h. i

% Anhumane =
5 ahn of @Germsny o
ddr aaU crt of leosl suthorities whiok are :oge Bru
snst. Sgombothe.oy is an abmolutely -losed pghetve now and oporg
oircisebanoss arve usknown . Jowe of Galawba sre aones :
Btfanikew heving bucn permitted to carry with the
The way things look in concertretic. cemps of Ysopud sad Keess nanncu

by desoribed by me. The deswmr are v wood wlthout sover. In Xa aghan

lo 000 and in Ungver about 80,000 or» Lliving in briok factories.

hey are in houses in Hagyvarad but sppreximstely 13,000 are in o

fow 1tmata whioh are walled off with boards. I% 48 the sews in
“Munkaos. It is dselared by Buurpleit Mofeemy that this is tachr e

uged to brea.k down the resistance of mmedos peyoholegiselly Lo propare
them for the worst whioch hea dcome true Jamsh doportation has hagome
the naked truth end i weroilassly carried oh. Poday in Murkaes.

Ensohau. Eyleregyhasza. ete.; obher trausperts are to fol Yow Wserraw,
Ahout 310, 0“1} of our brethera, orthodox, resorveir of’ ‘nho aaun’r**y are

now belag s jnobed to thess measursg, Avoiding further misfortune

is solsly de‘wnc’{em on your grasping this ai‘bnf\t\aﬂ and: on.your eomin

to our aid  Fe are abso)utely dependent on you for 1ifs or deaths -

Vo oon porhups be particlly or toially feaved i¥ you-ocan and will keep: -
ug, but wo aro leat if not. Do st sit sbill and. de np% think ahout it'
Iong Tako sotion At onoce and awake ‘ahoao who ‘asn oald uy a5 long:

there is yet tlus o do a0, o R L e :

=

A miilion Bwies frencs wore prami-md a+ ones by wire ut &
million dellars sre rnr_maated by them. Wy wish to It:nm“r whﬁ: aotion
ghould be token

—Eamsox

- Miss chnuncey (for' the- Seo y) Abrahamson, Jl.k:;i.nr Bernstsin Cohn DuBoiaO .
Frisduen, Gaston, Hodel,- Laughlin, Lesser, Luxford;. Maxm; Emnon,, Marks, .
HoCormaoclk, Sargoy,, Smith; standiaho tmrbo Weinﬂtam Ho .Whita,, Fileao wl




V.H.E. C. -

132 NASSAU STREET
Suite 819-820
New York 7, N. Y.

Vo1 A
LR S SLIRT- N

“' L w@v +

¥
UKITED STATES POSTACE

UINITED STATES POSTACE




L




DECLASSIFIED L
State Dept Letter 1117855

1: 'By R. H.Pa:ke Date ‘SEP 2 ( 1972 -







~ S

PARAPHRASE OF TEIEGRAM RECEIVER
TRpis Amerlean legetion, Bern

0y Bacretary of State, Waahington
DATEDs Juwwe 30, 1944
NUMEERs 4270
X
L )

HOCIELLARD SEHDS THE FOLLOWING FOR WRB,

Reference in wade herein to the legation's cable of
S e 21” Boo 4041, -

The Jows of Budapost hawe no illusion a3 to the Zact
that deportation i probably in abors for the majority of
300,000 Jews compentrated im houses and restricted blocks
83l avor that oity, scoording to ipformation deted June 18
e84 roosivod from yesponsible Jewish olreles inm Budapsnt.
It 48 openly sdnitted by the Cormams that salection of those
to be dsported will bs made on a baeds e follows: (A)
mopn Who are ahlambocuad (B) cuildren, women and girle who
ave ablocbotisd, (0) ed). porcens wsulted for work and
ehildren, No dc.mht the lest msntdened. ecatsgory will be
sent 3o Aveehwdts for exterminaticm whilo the first two
groups will ho wsed as forcod labor in cawpi.ed temﬁ.@
tories and Gerxmany,

There soous to bs some puasi.bility, o rogult of

vecent disoussions in Budspest botwoen respensiblo Jews
and Gormeas, of the followings (1) rosows of & gmall number
of children ana promdrent parsons vho will be ellewed 4o
loxve Hungary in an initial convoy of 1000 pérgonsp snd
(2) rather thsn bsing immedlately oxtormimated; ths-lean
congongion that. 30,000 Hungarian Jews wsmted for work
will ba maintaiued in three comps in Germany. The suscoss.
of these two propozala depends in twen on twWo conditiomsy
(1) That thers emn bs secwred Lfor ths indiisd grow of
1,000 and for sthers to follow emigration possi.bmues }
wvis Spaing end (2) that the three camps of 10,000 persoss
oach in Germardy cap ba supported by the swply of funds
fron Jewish orgenipations., To-do thig it s estimated: that
at least 500,000 Swise -franss monthly would be neceBserys .
1% woa intimateﬁ by the Germans that fufihor: emtﬁ.nganta
wiould bs ellewed to leat Corvany from thess camps g e
Spanish transit and oversems (Pelsstine, Howth Afeden-or -~ 77
elsewbem) emdgration vises- bacans availableo ST :

' Ehaae propaa&ticns have bsan di.seusaed with Sa]ymsyer
of Joint to whom appssl hes been addveseed, to find funds -
roquired £op the support of sush camps fu Germany; We -
both feel thet a serious atiempt shouvld bs made to aecm
ias.t:lal block of 3,000 or mors Spam.sh tran.a.‘l.t viess gt

S DECLASSTRIED:

State Dept Lett,er i 11 ‘52

By R H Fark uto SEP | SEP 21 1972




Aenat for tha ohildven, wven thowgh e Loth grupdder thon
Mghly fewwobalily and lnuciepraheng\blo from nany englo. -~
o anke for anol teonald groups sexangonents sheuld ba
made in Spaln and for farther destinntions Wlae, A i
great pmany bave Falesting sertifionted, accoxding 6 - .
information we heve recelved from Budapest,. Ve vecomeend

that approsch be made to the Spandph. Government, .

.'In at leash. trying to 'comp.iy iqifh is’qﬁﬁééﬂ Of,‘i‘ };ér_édhé;

suwe(#) ‘place in Hungary there iz nothing 1o loge amd 7 0
¢ possibly somothing Yo gain, evan though these peopositions
nay. seen to be far folehed, Evon though wemoks, every
“ohannel of aid mist be explored in view of the desperatoness
of the altuntdon of Jews thére.  Oveyr 400,000 have alrendy-
bash depguvted,  ddcording to vepovts, . P '

: . HARRISON'
(%) Aﬁpa@p’b' omlapion o

R e







PaRAPHRAGE OF TELEGRAM RECEIVED

FROMS imeriecan Legaiion, Bern
TO ¢ Searetary of State, Washington
DaTiED1 July 5, 1944

w150 paxTRN "NPY

JSJ\ From McClelland for attention of WRB. o
About the seocond of May Sally Mayer first reported the

proposition referred to in the Department's 2188, June 27, to

JDC Lisbon by telephone. On June 29, I egain discussed thé

whole matter with him. Involved in the proposition are ransom

negotiations between rspreosentative Jewlsh olroles Budapest

and Germans, according to which the Germans would refrain from

deporting Hungarian Jews in return for $2,000,000. Numerous

other oonditions were also propOSeq to. the Germang, principally

being the following: préferential~treatment of wcman; Children;

and old people; no brutality; exit permits for those poaqessing

or recelving emigration visas; no labor oamps 16 be outside 7

Hungarian territory; and permission to send relief 1ntu what-7

evei comps wers set up. Barly in May frem local Hungarian _: '

Jewish resources & first payment of 10 per. eent or %200 000 was

mades The detall of the scnﬁitions undexﬁwhieh further 1nstall-

ments were to be paid are not in our possesaion._ The result Sl ,;iffﬁ:‘if

vag that the" Germans immediately alloweﬂ a walsh emissary to v P

g0 to Istanbul {about May 16), even placing a plane at his -

disposal, to discuss the prepaaitton, particularly the

: . emigratian
DFCLASSEFEEB
State: Dapt,. Le»ter E
By R. H: Parks Date b P { )972
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emigration angle whioch congerns Palestine, Later on the

emlssary made a trip to Jerusalem also,

Regarding this both Saly Mayer =nq I would be grateful
if you oould rina out from JDG New York whether, durlng his
visit to Barlas, Jdoel Brand contacted J0. We reyuest that you
inform us rogarding this mmtter

Deportation of Jows from provinces started 88 soon 28 the
emissary had left Budapest. Thisg seeme to have been due to
over-zealous sotion on the part of Hungsrisn Nazis and antie
Semites for whom temptation to indulge in newly gained power
and to plunder was $oo great, acoording to information which
we have received.

However, no indleations have been reoeived froem Budapest

‘that negotictions on the original proposition have broken down

or even that $200, 000 1s to bve considered a8 lost, Unfortunately
the original result hoped for has ‘beén’ already largely annulled
by drastic actien of Hungarian authoritiea; ang- there seoms

~to romain only Jews in Budapest area.

Hersafter this wiil be referred ta as "propoaitien No. S I
Asoording to eonoensus of opinien the proposition referred
to in the Department's 2184 af June 87, whereby ?reudiger and
Rabbl of Noutra appealed for one mii;ion dollars to save many )
Hungarian Jews 18 based on inrormation possessed almost aurily
identiaal ‘with "prOpesition Nb. 1. Freudiger aent this sepa-‘:
rate apnaal to aternbueh for the Union of GrEEQdox Rabbis '
the Usa, apparently in g attempt to make donbly ﬂure. Tha
' LR deslra




nsn

desire for this million was to finanoe readue, partioularly of
orthodox Jews in Hungary.

This matter was diseussed by Sely Mayer and Sternbuch on the
29th of Jume, end they agreed that hereafter the financial léader-
ship in the whole Hungarisn question should remain in New York
in the hands of JLC. Regardless of the source, all funds avalle
able in USa should bve centrallzed with JDC and transmitted to
Mayer for reliéf or rescue of all categorles. of Jews in Germeny
who are endangered. Saly Mayer, on the other hand égreed with
Sternbueh t0 respect earmarked funds sent through him for
special groups in Hungery, snd the whole dlscussion has bheen
confirmed by oable directly te the Unlon of Orthodox Rebbis by
'Sternbﬁeh.

The most recent variant of "proposition No. 1t is contained
in the Legation's 4170 of June 30, 1In the nearAfuture we. ought
to receive some clarifying information as further mesaages
from Budapest are overdue. By now the emissary should have
returned to Budepest, '

e submit in answer to last paragraph of your 2184 that 1t
1s very diffioult to prediet whether praetloal results ean ba
produced from such & ransem preposition. Personally. Tem -
sceptical of any auceessful outcoms. an&wvaa can only hope 7
something will come of it. Hather than money. the Germans have
already shown. signs of requesting geoda, sueh as foodsturfa,»g
textiles. ~ To cheoic Hnngarian elemanta who have launohed this :
" progrsm of persecution with the avowed purpose of ridding their

country of Jows will also be diftioglt.; Perhapz this 15 tha
' reaaen




.
reason why the Germans hnye propdsed takigg?@hQ'Sd,OOO to
' Germany. a4
However, there are two factors fuq?aﬂenpalJbgﬂﬁpe whole
question: (1) There should be seriously explored all possible
emigration destinations or temporary havens for Hungarian Jews
suoh as Palestine, North .frlea, USA for ohildpen or South
Anerica and sizeable blocks of visas obtained or atleast agree-
ment in prineiple for obteining vissa. There should also be
secured transit authorlzatlone for Spain and Portugal. The
Germans have refused to sllow départurea via Rumania and Turkey
for reasons as yot not explaimed. (2) There should be made
available to Saly Mayer here in Switgzerland in Swiss franes (in
addition neturelly to hils reguler rellef budget) a substantial’
| fund from JDO, and any other sources, of et least one million
. qz}}ars. ‘It is stronglyzfelt by ngér that_thia will serve to

keep up the moral of the remaining Jews in Huhgary,-and of course

suoh funds will be subjeot to any. céntrbl~désired,'w111'remain

-

in Swiltzerland, end without prior suhmission of prcposal and
specific authorization, will not be used, :

bDuring the eourse of the 1ast twe months. 1n order to mabt
this tragle situation, 8aly Mayer has already sent over elght “fﬂi”
thousand 8wiss francs into Hungary:aggmgge daya agorhe trans- '

mitted to Bratislave two hundradrthduaan&'SWisévfrénqsa,

“HARRISON
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PARAPHRASE OF TELEGRAM SENT
'FROM: Secretary of State, Washington
T0: AMIEGATION, BERN '
DATED: July 8, 1944
NUMBER: %?54
E———————

FOR THE ATTENTION OF MCCLELLAND.

The Joint Distribution Committee 1s prepared, with
reference to the penultimate paragraph of your 4258, July §,
to make the one million dcllars;equested by Sally Mayer avail-
able and within a few days remittance will follow.

The forego}ng message is WEB cable to Bern no. 76.
. X

HULL

DECLASSIFIED V - :
Dgptj Letter; 1:13.99.
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CABLE TO MINISTER HARRISON AT BERN F(R MoCLELLAND

Referencs penultimate paragraﬁh your No, 4258 of July 5.
JDC preparad to make ava_ilablé the one million dollars
requested by 3aly Mayer and remittance will be made in nokt,
few déya. '

THIS IS WRB BERN CABIE NO.__76_.

FHEHENHE

July 8, 1944
5300 p.ine

S

g
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July 11, 1944

MEMORANDUM FOR THE FILES:

!

Reference 1s made to cable No. 4258 from Bern, dated

July 5, and the reference therein to the transfer to Saly
Mayer of 81, 000,000 in Swise francs. Thils cable came to
our attention on Saturday, July 8, and the matter was
promptly dlscussed with the JDC who said that they wouléd
put up the %l 000,000, although presumably they would have
to borrow- the money. With respect to the problem of the
requisite Swiss francs, we have had discussions with Glasser,
Fox and DuBols, and Glasser also gspocke to E. M., Bernstein

at Bretton Weods on the matter. On Monday, July 10, I
called at the Swilss Legation and discussed the matter with
the Swiss Minister. He is cabling Bern, emphasizing the
need for meking available the Swilss francs to cover the
$1,000,000 transfer and also requesting Swiss francs to
cover the transfer of an additional %500 000, The Swiss
Minister anticlpated there would be difficulties with the
Swiss National Bank in the matter, although he agreed the
transfer had to be made. I asked him whether it would be
helpful if the Treasury agreed to take all of the monthly
quota of 8,250,000 francs against exportable gold rather
than taking 3,250,000 Swiss francs of this amount agsinst
blocked dollars. He daid he did not think’ that such a
concession wes important at this time since the Swiss were
not exporting gold from the Unlted States.  The:Swiss )
Minister said it might e helpful 1f the United States _
would permit the Swiss- to buy certein goods. which are not:
scarce in the United States foir storage snd shipment.at . a - =
later date. He felt that this would demonstrate to the Swiss
that their dollars are usesble. He said ‘he would exolore
thls phase of the matter later and keep me ‘adviseds:

Bruggmann also suggested that we ¢end: éréabiégto Harrison® -
and McClelland to discuss this matter with Mr.—Kohli of the
Swiss Political Department. . e S e




July 11, 1944

Raference 1s made %o cable No. 4288 from Bern, dated
July 5, and the reference therein to the transfer to Saly
Mayer of 1,000,000 in Swiss frencs. This cable came to
our attention on Saturday, July 8, and the natier was
promptly discussed with the JDC who sald thet they would
put up the $1,000,000, although presumsbly they would have
to borrow the money. With respect to the problem of the
requisite Swilas frangs, we have had disgussions with Glaseer,
Fox and DuBolis, and Glassar also apoke to E. M. Bernstein
at Bretton Woods on the matter. On Monday, July 10, 1
oalled at the Swiss Legation and dlsgussed the matter with
the Swiss Minlster. He is cabling Bern, emphaslzing the
need for making avellable the 3wiss francgs to cover the
§1,000,000 transfer and also yequesting Bwiss france to
asover the transfer of sn additional £800,000. The Swiss
Kinister antiglpated there would be dtttioultiea with the
Swiss Nstionel Banit 4n the matter, slthough he sgreed the
transfer hed %t be made., & asked hiam whether it would be
helpful 4f the Treasury agieed to take all of the nmonthly
quote of 8,260,000 frenas sgalnst exporteble gold rather
than taking 3,280,000 Bwiss francs of this smount againet
blooked dollers. He sald he 4id not think thai such a
soneessdon was ‘lmportent at this time sinoe the Swiss were
no%: axporting gold from the United Htates. The Swiass
Minlater do0ld it might be helpful if the United Statas )
would permit the Swisc to buy cartedn goods which are not -
sosrce in the Unlted Btates for storage and shipaent at e
later date. He felt that thies would demonstirate to thie Bwiss -
that thelr dollars are usesble. He ssid he would explore
this phase of the matter later and keep me mdvised. - .

Bruggmann also suggested thal we cend & oable %o Harrison: .
and HoOlelland %o discuss thls matter with Mp. Kohlid of the -
Swisa Politioal Department. ) - R

{31 gmed) 4.9, Peble.

JWPehleilhh - 7/11/44
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ORIGINAL TEXT OF TELEGR S g )

TROM: Secoretary of State, Waslw‘{ﬂggn ﬁg?y

TO: American Legation, Bern
DATED: July 12, 1944
NUMBER: 2387

1

T0 MINISTER HARRISON AND MOCLELLAND.

Pehle has been in consultation with Swiss Minis‘her here
in an effort to secure without delay the 8wiss franc equiva-
lent of $1,500,000 for extraordinary relief purposes, You
are requested urgently to discuss this matter with Kohli of
the Swiss Politicael Department, This relates in part to JDC
compliance with Saly Mayer request reported 1lm your 4258 of'
July 5. 0

THIS IS WRB CABLE BERN NO. 8l.
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CABLE TO MINISTER HARRISON AT BERN AKD MoCLELLAND

Pohle has been in consultation with Swims
Minister here in an effort to secure wlthout delay the

fwiss franc equivalent of §1,500,000 for extraordinary
relief purposes.

You are requested urgently to diecuss
this matter with Kohll of the Swiss Pollticerl Dapariment,

This relates in part to JDC compliance with Saly Wayer
request reported in your 4258 of July 5,

PYyL LAl T L]

July 11, 194
6_' 10 p.m.

THIS 1S WRB CABLE BERN No, 83

13Lenserideh :

eos Sec'y, Ab¥ahsmson, Cohw, Moia. I’rhdm Hodel, knghuu. I'onex-. Maan.
Stewart, Central Fuoa. Oablo Gamrol Filea.’

 DEGLASSIFIED ..

State Dept Letter, 1+ 11-72'

] By R. i Parks D'\te__§_EE_ 2 7 972
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CABLE TO MINISTER HARSISON AT BE:H AN MeCLELLAND

hes been in consultation
hacecpasudboosk Pehlekx /Ommmmch with Swigs Hinister WITHOUT
here in in efiort to sseurs Ahe Swigs franc estivalent of .‘;;1,500,005 DELAY
for extraorcinary relief purposes,¥cou are recuestec Urgently to dige
cuss this matter with Kohli of the Swiss Politiesal Departuent, This
relates in part to JLC compliance with Suly Hayel re-vest re sorted in
‘your 4258 of July 5.

July 11, 1944

5:10 pum,
f .
THIS IS WRB CABLE BERN NO.81 . -
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July 13, 19u4

MEMORANDUM FOR THE FILES:

: Reference is made to my memorandum for the
files of July 11.

, The Swiss Minister called today and said that
he had received word from Switzerland that the
Swiss franc equivalent of $1,500,000 would be
available for the humanitarian purposes which I
had described to him, the only condition being
that the Swiss francs should not be used for other
opurposes and, if not needed for the purposes indi-
cated should not be used at all, I thanked
Bruggmann for this important action by the Swiss
authorities. '

With regard to the Treasury's request for
additional Swiss franc facilities Bruggmann said
that such matter ought to be discussed in Bern and
that while he would be glad to send a cable to his
government urging that such facilities be made :
available he could see that substantial difficulties
would be involved. B ; ,
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FOREIGN DEPARTHEN: .
FOREI® OPERATIONS DIVISION

DATE July 14, 1944

To:  Miss Hodel

FROK: Peter Lang

As per our telephone conversation




OUTGOING CABLEGRAM
JULY 14, 1944

Bangue Nationale Puisse

Zurich

No. 468

By order of American Jewish Joint Distribution Committee Inc
we have credited $1,500,000.to your account "pn Pleése pay Swiss franc
equivalent to the Ameriéan Minister Berne Switzerland for payment to
Roswell McClelland, War Refugee Board representative, against receipt
STOP Arrangements for payment equivalent Swiss francs made by War
Refugee Board with Swiss Minister Washingtonrafter consultationfwith
Switzerland and with understanding tifat Swiss fréﬁésrafé'to'be‘uséd’ |
solely for.humanitarian purposes | V

FEDERAL RESERVE BANK OF NEW YORK -







MEMORANDUM

For attachment to:
FFC Letter Noﬁ

Date:

T0: Liaison Officer, Foreign Funds Control
FROM: = War Refugee Board

Subject: Resous operations in Hungary and the Balkans

memo from Miss Hodlil dated 7-14-44
There is transmitied herewith a copy of a lgigersseded

from the dealing with remittance of
91,500,000 to Federal Reserve Bank of New York for oredit to ascount T of the
Swiss ﬁortrlcomal Bank, Zurioch, Swise frono equivalent to be pald to Rowwsll Mow
Clelland for resous operations in Hungery and the Balkane,

The War Refugee Board recommends that appropriate Treasury
licenses and other necessary documents be issued permitting the execution
of the project contemplated in the letter described aboves

Remarks:
: Fo Hododl
For-the War Refugee Board
Action: — j = B 7
Basic license No, We issued “"*55; I
Remittance license No, NY 6389331'88113& July 14, 2944 . 0 -

Other:

T Iiaicon Officek .
- -Foreign Funds Contre} - -

Date: July 14, 1044 L e e R




_ duly 14, 1944
1 . O'Flaherty

: F. Hodel

The Var Refuges Board urgently recommends the immediate
igsuance of a license to the imerican Jewish Joint Distrivution
Committee to pay, notwithstanding Ganeral Ruling No, 11,
$1,500,000 to the Faderal Kegserve Bank of Hew York for credit
to agoount:d of the Swiss Nstional Bank, Zurich, the Swiss
frang oquivalont; fo ba paid to the Americen Mnister in Bern
for ﬁaymnt to Ropwell MoClelland, Wnr' Refugee Board representative,
for Saly Mayer.

7 The above-mentioned sum 18 nsedsd Lmadiately for
reacue cperations in Hungary and in the YB'llkans,r which have
been approved by the Var Refugee Board. mg.m‘m't&:foéf
the Swias francs were made by the Var Refugee Board \Vuth*'th'a -

Swiss Minister in Washington after cansuluﬂén w:lth &d.tnrland e

with the understanding that the Swiss franos would &'&ﬁ o
solely for humanitarisn purposes. ' -

FHydb  7/15/44




NY 638933 :
Pura?mnt to spplication £lled directly with this uffice you are heraby

authoriaed to losus & license permidting, notwithstanding General Kuling

No. 11, the amarican Jowish Joint Distribution Comsittee or its benk

of soovunt to pay $1,500,000 to the Federal Poserve Bank of Hew York

for credit to sccount T of ths Swias Hatlonal Bank, “urich, for payment

of the Swiss frene equivilentin the smsrican Minlster ab Berne, Va‘iwitnerlisud
_for paymemb to Koswell ikelenand, viay 'ﬁefx\ggéb Board roprasentative, for

5aly Mayer. Plosse sond sizned copy of license iauﬁéd pﬁfuxza.qt to thia

uwive to Mr. lang, Federal Besurve Punk of Now York

Gryie Tiwehmidt , ’ S
Anbing Directoy : : o ;
EXXREXEXXEXIINKEXEY ' SRR

- ; ‘L R A Ea

402

REParkesend 7/14/44
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ORIGINAL TEXT OF %ELEGRAM SENT
FROM: Secretary of State, ﬂhghihgpoh

703 AMLEGATION, BERN s ¥7Rﬁ§_‘ pr
DATED: July 15, 1944 RRE uﬂj ig

NUMBER: 2417
gy ——

Cgblé to Minister Harrison, Bern, for MeClelland from
WRB,

Please disregard WRB cable no. 81, Department's no. 2387
of Judy 12, since Pehle has made speclal arrangement with
Swiss Minister here for Swiss franc equivalent of $1,500,000
to be made avallable. The only condition imposed by the Swiss
authorities 1s that the éforementioned Swiss francs be used
solely for humanitarian purposes.

The $1,500,000 1s belng supplied by JDC here and the
Swisé franc equivalént shouldfbe turned over,toVSaly Mayerm
promptly upon receipt. $1,0005000'of thié:amgunt is,for;ﬁhe 
fund requested by Saly Mayer as réborted inbydﬁf ho. 425870f,
July 5. The balance of '$500,000 1s for expenditure by Saly ‘
Mayer in conneetion with. evacuatlon program from Balkans and !
as to which he will receive further 1nstructions from Lisbon;ﬂ

office of JDC. . T %

: Please cable when Swiss francs have been received and

é turned over to Saly Mayer.

7,' - DEFLAS 'fun - ;
'THIS IS WRB CABLE TO BERN NO.- 83 - State Dept: Leites, 11178 -
*’7:, BY R. H. Pmks Dute SEP 2 7 7972

HULL




CABLE TQ MINISTER HARRISON, BERN, FOR MeOLELLAND FROﬁ 'BBv

Flease disragard WRB cable No, &1, Deplrtunt ts No. —
of » 8ince Pehle has made special mmgmnt
with Swiss lanutsr here for Swiss franc equivalent of
81,500,000 to be made available,. The only cendition impomsd
by the Swiss authorities ig that the aforementioned Swias france
be used solely for humanitarian purposes, 7

The 81,500,000 is being supplied by JDC here and the Swins
franc equivalent should be turned over to Saly Mayer Proaptly
upon receipt. sz,ooo,ooo of this amount 1s for the fund

' requested by Saly Mayer as reported in your No. 4258 of July 5.
The balance of $500,000 1s for expenditure by Baly Miyer in
ecnnection with evacuatien program fram Balkanu and ap to whieh
he wlll receive further instructions from Idsbon orficc of Jm.

Ploage cable vhon Swigs francg hava besn rmivud and
turned over to Saly Byer,

THIS IS WRB 0ABLE TO BERN No, g3

—_

g DECLASSIFIED

' 3:05 o e Stéte Dept. Letter, 1-11.72 S
: W, ) o
July Jp!,, 1944, - ) By R. H Parks Dat\, SEP 27 19,72

liiss Chauncey (for the Sec'y) Abrahamson, Cohn, DuBois Friedman Hodel,
.Laughlin, Lesser, Hann, Stewart, Central Files, Cable éontrol Flie :

CQ@M—e Mdf Py i/ufa




PARABEHASS OF TELEGUAN AECELVE. o W'Zhlé-
FTROM Axerdcan Legatlion, Bern., o |
TO: Secretary of State, Washington, th"':
DATLD: July 26, 1944, |

" CONTROL COPY

The followlng message Ls from MeClelland for WREB.

7 We refer to isessages from the Legatlon, Number 3806,
dated June 2, and Number 42§§1 dated July 5; and to message
from the Department dated Jul& lBT/&umber 2449, —

1. The Tollowing propositlon has recently been submltted
by 3ternbuch; he declares L1t to be the Freudlger plan in its
most recent developument, Sternbuch has been asked to open a
eredit of 700,000 Swlss francs, through Schweizeriser Kredlt-
angtalt, for the account of the firm of Intercommerz, ln order
to prevent deportation to Poland of a convoy of 1200 prominent
Orthodex Jews, among them Rabbje, who are reported by aasociates
of Sternbuch in Budapest snd Brnticlavu to have departed from
Hungary on their way Lo Spalno it is recommended for (PL)
in Aurich to pay Tor foriy tractors, apzlcultural which are
to we shippsd through a;henher and Company (PL) for~final

dellvery to s concern calleﬂ Waren Verteilungskonter, located

" in Budppest; thia payment to. be maﬁe to the order of the Willy

i

~Practor Factory (which l1a onned by Thomas WillY““PL)qat

'Lucernej

: DECLASSHHED ;
- State Dept Letter 1-11-72: 7

By R B Pasks Dato_ SEP SEP 277 1972?;:7 o




L R
Lucerne, This isg an Indspendent enéeavor of Orthodcx.Jews
in Hungary to rescus certain important membera of their
group, according to Sternbuch'e descrlptlon of the project.
Gyula Link, a Jewlsgh business man of Budapeét,and Philipp
Freudiger, head of Orthodox communlity of Budapest, ars
.apparently the. dilef orgenlzers of this astion, ‘

21, A %traln contalning 1200 hadpassed througzh Bratislava
on the B8th of July, where a corrsspondent, not named, talked
with Rabbi Teltelbaum of Satumare, s member of the convey,
so Sternbuch reported on June 17th, Rabbi Teltslbaum sald that
they had been en route for 8lx dGaye already, and that the rumor
was that the train would stay ln Vienna about 14 Gaysi they
were L0 bE Lalen Lo Opaln Iar ﬂlonangcvfor Germah war praovneia
they bhad been told, '

3o As reported in aessage Trom the Legation of June 30,
Numwbsr 4170, the matter of transporﬁsrror Spaln has been brougnt
to our attention before and has usually been looked upon as e
rariation of the orlginal ransom “Eumber 1 proposltion“ which
wes negotlated in Jerusalen and Astanbul by Joel Brandt and
which qoncerned materials and money ln exchange for
German permlasion Tor the. em:gratlon of Hungarian Jews,

Spaileh translt visas for 500 chilﬁren ana 1500 grown persons

'had\been granted, ln prineiple, Dohkin of the Zlonlst arganiza=?

tion, with regard %o Spaln; wireu from Lisbon oﬁ‘JﬁIY‘zﬁth?ff*

' 174;77;5n1grgént telegram' o




4. An urgent telegran {rom Larasl Kaﬂtner,’e dependablgs.g
; ‘ Jawlsh lawyer in Budapest, a man who was closely associated
7 with the f'irst Brandt negotiationeg, was receelved on July 24
by Nathan Schuwalb of Eecha pluz, Gencva, Thie uessage requeated

that Sternbuch’s propoeitios, sepeelally the merchandlee angle,

be supported in every way. The above would appasr to confirm
the reallty of the project which Sternbuch peopo ses,

6, I1CRC has been asked by me ta try o verify the departure
of such a convoy of 1200 psople and to obtaln, through theiy
Gelegatlon in Budapest, any other de tailed informs tion poaeiblgi :
but to date I have not received g reply Trom ICGRG, '

76Q This entire proposition of Sternbuch’s has been balked
over wlith Baly Mayer of Joint, from waonm H00, 000 Hwiss franca
had been requested by 5tbxnuucn but, sspeclally because Lj f

thr:e is no eatls;actoxy vuaranuee tn»t Iultlllmﬁnt of the

trautor purdiasing conditlons woula aOt iny prevent the 1200
people belng deported but nptua?Ty aqaurﬁ tneir arrival ‘in

Bpain, Mayer doss not apuroye aculon along the llnea nropased

7. Xn ordey thet an LntFlllant LGLiHlOﬂ coulﬂ be taken
in %ime, 1 have urgsd Sternbuch ccnuinaousl;, ever ainue ‘he
Pabbi of ﬁeutra Pnd Freudigerg,

. i
to secure Turiher infcz tlon wlfh,regard to thece rsscue plans°

Tirat transmitted the appeals 317

Sternbuch
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 July 18, 1944

MELORANDUM FOR THE IFILES

The attached cable was prepared and sent to State after we

received telephonic advice from the Vaad Hahatzala and from the
JDG to the effect that a nessage had been received by the Vaad
Hahatzala from Sternbuch to the effect that 1200 rabbis and communal
lezders in Hungary were in danger of deportation and death within

& hours unless 700,000 Swiss francs were made available immediately,
R cadle wzs dispatched after consultation with Yessrs, Lesser,
Abrahamson and Pehle. JDC and the Vasd Hshatzala were advised of
the nature of our message to McClelland. .

Rt VA
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ORIGINAL TEXT OF TELEGRAM SENT
FRONs Secretary of State, Washington
TO0: American Legation, Bern

_ ﬂ _\
DATEL: Jﬁly 18, 1944 Eg!‘% %GL Ug%}‘{

NULBER: 2449
X

'
FROM WAR REFUGZE BOARD FOR MCCLELLAND.

Reports received here indicate serilous immediate plight of

large number Hungarian rabbis and communal leaders. Please
consult Saly Mayer and Sternbuch Jointly at once in effort

to ascertainh facts and plan course of action., JBC assumes

Saly Mayer doint utmost to prevent repforted deportation.
THIS IS WRB CABLE TO BERN ﬁo. 86.

HULL
)
= .
__3,1 :
<A e 2
Ty S

DECLASSHHPD e
. State Dept Lettel 1 11 72 S

',By R. H Parks Date_&EE, 27 7972




GABLE 10 MINISYER HARMISOM, BEAN, ror MOLELIAND FRON WAR REFUORE
BOARD : R

Reports recelved hare indicate serious imsediste PlMght of
large mumber Bungerisn rabbis and communa) lesders. Ploase
consult Saly Mayer and smmu Jointly at once in effert
to ascertain facte &:d Plan course of action. JDO assumes

Ealy lhyer doing utmost to prevent reported deportation,

THIZ I3 WRE CABLE TO BEKN NO, 826

4:0O\p.m. )
July 18, 1944

Miss Chauncey (for the Sec l'y) —Abi'ahé,msén, -Copm; DﬁBbis; Hiégimﬁf;,—,_ﬁodel— ’

Laughlin, Lesser; Mann, Stewart, Central Files, Cable Co;itlf‘qlefile’

9
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JUL 20 1944

My dear Mr. Minister;

1 have received your letter of July 14, 1944, and I

wich to assure you of my deep appreciation for the recent

action of your Government in plaeing at the disposal of
this Governmeni the Bwiss frane equivalont of 41,500,000
for humanitsrian purposes, :

Faile it 1s understood hat the Swiss frapes 50 made
availsbie will be primarily used for asslstance to Jewligh
refugess in Hungary, I should like to explain that it 4ig
contemplated aome o7 thege funds will be used to assigt
rofugees in fawsnia, part of whom lLave fled to Rumania from
Hungsry. -

I agein wish to extend to you Ry deep gratitude for
your sympainetic congideration of thig and other nattery
walch T have receatly discussed with Jou. I essure you that
this Government ig deeply apprecietive of' the cooperetion
and help which the Governuent of Switgerland has extended
in thess great humanitarian undertekings.

Very truly youra,

(Blgned) J.W. Pehle
i Pelile
Executive Director.

His kxcellency,
The ¥inister of Switzerland,
Washington, b. ¢, -

e - R
e

#{JWPehle;1ny 7/20/24




. SE
LEGATION DE SUISSE
WASHINGTON 8, D. C.

F.

A 1R

July 14, 1944

My dear Mr. Pehle:

Confirming the conversation I had the pleasure
to have with you yesterday, 1 wish to adv.se you that my
Government is prepared to place at the disposal of the
United States Government the Swiss franc equivalent of
up to $1,500,000 (one millicn five hundred thousand Dol-
lars) against credit in dollars convertible into freely

exportsble gold.

It is understood. thet the Americen Legation in

‘Berne will dispose of the Swiss francs so made availlable

exclusively for the purpose indiceted (assistance to Jewish
refugees from Hungary) and only in such amounts as may he 7
needed from time to time. It i§ further agred that the

dollar equivalent of the funds to be drawn qndef,thé ar-
rangement will be credited to the aéc¢unt;¢?6f th¢fSWiss

National Bank with the Federal,ReserVe,Béﬁk76f New'Yopk;

I am, my dear Mr. Pehié,

- &ipcéfely;y§Urs,;

Mr. J. W. Pehle
War Refugee Board

Washington, D. C.




LEGATION DE SUISSe
WASHINGTON 8, D. C.

F. &, 1z

T ' July 14, 1744.

My dear Er. Penleg

Coni'lri 1 the Conversation I :iu tio  ledsure

to nave vith rou [ egt

“ruay, 1 ovise Lo zav se you et

Go.ernuent ig grepered to pluce ¢f tie dizposicl o tie
United Stutes Government tne 8wiss iranc eguivuL@ﬂt ol
up t6 El,%ue,0 0 (one Lillicn - ive Lenured throusand Pol-

lars) against erooit in doliars conveviibie inuo Ureely

2xporteble gola.

It is uncerstocd th t tne Americun Legetion in
nernes will oizcose of the bwlas irancs so :ade avaslable
exciusively for the purpose indicctec (assistance to Jewisn

raiugess Urom hangary) and only in such acounts as ay Le

needec irvom time to-tine, Itiiw furtner'agred that the

dollur equivalent of tie runds to drawn under the ar-

rangenent will be credited +o tus,accopnt”i of the 8wisgs
Hetional bank with the Federsl Feserve. Bank of Hew Tork.

I am, 1y dear ilr. Penhle,

. -e§inCerely yours,

dr.s J. W. Penle
War Refugee:Board
Washington, D. C,







-have been sent by us to Preudiger . In addition We are 1n

PARAPHRASE OF TRLEGEAR RECEIVED

FRON American Legation, lern

TO: 3ecretary of State, Washington
LATE: July 21, 1944 '

KULBEE: 4670

X

-_——

aeldlelland sends following for WRB from Kuehl, Donnebaum,
ané 3ternbush for W 7

JOhtinuous contact 1s being maiptained by. us with%giffel’
We have Informed him that 1f possibilitles of rescus work .
increase he will recelve another hundred thousand Swiss francs,
end have requested that he undertiake transportation of refugees
to Turkey from Bucharest. Places on ships are greaftly lacking,
and in view of development of situstion soon anticipated it

would be moat lmportant to counteract this teck. One thousand

2
-
s
1
P

Swiss (rancs 1s still cost of -a passspge now-a-days.

%o are forwarding a report shortly regarding rescue work
for Italy end France. ' B ‘
|~

One hundred thecusand Swiss frencs. for general Huppért.

M—:——/“

— T T S T T T
econtact by telephone with the Viqchnitz Rabbi uhaimmeirhager f%%

at Rucharest. A commlttee of several personalities has been

formed by thils ﬁaboi. Some ti‘%gigo'we also transmitted .one-

huncred thousand francs for the manage ent or this rescue
- S Said e

work from Lungary to Rumania.,
e

Twenty-three persons were brought to Bucharest lately.i

Btate Dept. Letter, 1 11 72 Gl
By R H. Pmks D'\fe SEP 27 1972 BObOWGI‘




Bobower Rabbl Schloilme and his son. Search is being made for
the other members of this family. At the present time couriers =
are en route to Budapest from Buchsrest in order to bring some

more personalities back, It 1s felt that this is the best way

to save various personalities at least, Three to five thousand

francs is cost for one person.. To avoid,break in thelr rescue

—

work an additional five hundred thousand francs 1is urgently

requested by the Commttee°

On=2 hundred fifty thousand frangsvgqygukgggusent by us

%Gﬂtéiﬁabbi of Neutra. Latter is directing rescue work from
\Poland and Hungary to Slovakia and as regards support and
rescue he has heavy obligations to fulfill, Just rﬁceived
‘wire from him I1n which he states that if wendo not provide him
with larger sums immediately he will hold cﬁo responsible for
~consequences since 1f he 1s not able Lo render sufficient help
people run riskrof deportation Eb Poland.: He 15 referring to

approximately elighteen hundred persons'ofrwhom g}eater'part

are in camps at present time,

Various plans are beingrworked outlas regardslﬁungary;'
which have support of Joint ;epresentative 1n ﬂudapest alsogr
In addition ncvutiatgoﬁs to save 1drger group are proceeding
and may be:concluded; any day. We bﬁall (*) money immediately
as soon as‘guarantq! is received that an agraement will be

strictly fuifilled;: Ve promised sum of one " million francs to

Freudiger'®s group for this purpose to- begin with

e

Our relutions with EeClelland are of the besto, He willingly

grants avery possible help to us and all Jewish orpanizations.:

Whether,or




TF " . =

Whether or not letters of lorelgn Jonsulates ares of any

ugse we do not know, but perhaps they would be. if respectiveﬁ

states would grant protection. Such letters are at any raté
oniy of use if they are passed on to me by Sonsulates of
South American states in Switzerland at once. Reported
resecuing people are getbting smaller and sltuatlion 1s becoming

progressively more critical in this respect.

HARRISON

{4) apparent omission

L3R:ERE
7/26/44







Qf 55244_;é§¢%’¢2;5;/
PA:‘?APH‘H;&S:S OF TELEG-AEM Ami\lf..u
FROM: Amerlcan lLegation, Bern, .
TO: Secretary of State, Washington. A
DATLD: July 26, 1944,

e CONTROL Oy

The followlng message Ls from MeClelland for WRB,
We refer to mesgages from the Legatlon, Number 3506,
L~
dated June 2, and Number 4258, dated July 5; and to message
] v
Trow the Department dated July 18, Humber 2449, .—
1. The Tollowling propositlion has recently been submltied

by Bterpbuch; he declares it to be the Freudliger plan in its

"most recent development, Bternbuch has been naked to open a

eredit of 700,000 Swliss francs, through Bchweizeriser Kredit-

anetalt for the ascount of the flrm‘OT intercommerz, in order

to prevent deportatlon to Poland of: a convoy of 1200 prominent

Orthodex Jews, among them Rabbie, who are reported by associates.
of Sternbuch in Budapest snd Brntislava Lo have departed from
Bungary on thelr way to Spainn It is recommended for (PL)

in Zurich to pay for 1oruy traaturs, ayrlbultural which are -

to ne shippao through pchenker Jna Company (PL) for final
dclivery to & concern ca)lsd W ?§ﬁ§Verteilungskonter, located

in Budapest« this payment %0. be made to- e order of the Willy

;ractor Factory (wﬁlbh is owned by Thomas WillY““PL)gat

Lucerne

DECLASQIFIFD
State Dept Lett A

séP a7 '1972




o
Lucerne., This ig an ln&spendeﬁt endegvor of Orthodox-Jews
in Hungary to rescus certain lwportant members of thelir
group, according to Sternbuchis degeriptlion of the projsci,.
Gyula lLink, a Jewlsh business man of Budapeétiand Philipp
Freudiger, headl of Orthodox community of Budapest, are
apparently the. dilef orgenizere of this actlion,

21, A train containing 1200 hadpeassed through Bratislava
on the 6%h of July, shere a correspendent, not named, talked
with Rabbl Teltelbaum of Satumare, s member of the convoy,
se Sternbuch reported on Juns 17th, Rabbl Teltelbaum said that
they had been en route for alx Gdaye already, and that the ramor
was that the train would stay in Vienna sbout 14 daysg they
were to be taken to Spain for exchange for Gérman wér-prleoners;
they had been told, 7 v v

3 Ag reported 1n message from the Legatioq of Jugeracg
Bumwber 4170, the matter of transports for Spg@n h%s béanibrought
to our attentlon before'and.haé usually been'lboked:uﬁoﬁ'as'a
¥arliation of the original ransom "Number 1 propositlon“ whlch
was negotiatcd in Jerueﬁlem and istanbul by Joel Brandt ana
which concerned materials and money ln exchange for
-3panish transiu visaz for 500" chlldren and 1500 grown persons
had been granted An prinelpla, Dohkin or “the. Zlonlst arganiza=' 
tlon, with regard to Spaln, wired from Llsbon on. July 25th :

4. An urgént teléérémif'*




4. An urgent telegram Trom Ierae) Kastner, a dependable
Jewlsh lawyer in Budapest, a man who was closely asszociated .
withh the first Sranét negotiationg, was recelved on July 24
by Nathen Schwalb of Hechaluz, Geneva, Thia viegsgege requeated

 tiat 8% ernbucn’e praopoeitlon, sspeclally the mcrchandlse angle,

be supported in every way. The above would appaar to confirm
the reallty of the project which Sternbuch piopo ses,

5, ICRC has been asked by me to try Lo verify the depariure
of such a convoy of 1200 psople and to obtaln, through their
delegatlon ln Budapest, any other detailed informs tion possible,
but 1o date I héve net recelved & reply from ICRG, _

6. Thls entire proposltion of Sternbuch’s bas been talked
over with-3aly Mayer oI Joint, 4rom whom H00, OOO Swiss francs
hed been requested by Stsynbuch, bub eqpeclal]y because ﬁt:”ﬂ

there 1s no-satlsfaclory vunrenuee tndt Iulllllmnnt of the

tractor purdiasing conditiong would not Qn1y' prevent the~1200

peeple belng ueyortﬁd but actosl 1y a%aure tneir arrjval in

apaﬁn Meyer dows not approve zetlon. along the llnee nroposed PR o
T e T R it it S i .

7. In ordey thei an 1nLFLligent denisxon ‘could be taken

in %ime, 1 _have urged Sternbuch conuindgu lfsreva; gince he

Tlrst‘transmitueu “the aﬂpeale of Rabbi of Neutra end ’Freuﬁiger,

to secure further infcmaulon with - regard to thece ‘TRscue” planso ;,,'W_;fwiiéé‘

'jStafﬁbuch‘ ,f S




s

Sternbuéh promlged Link and Freudiger that he would ralse
1,000,000 Swiss franca and back up thelr negotiations, in
splte of lack of guarantees and deflinitie details, When
Sternbuch declided recently to pass on to me rathsr incoherent
and desperate appeals made by hls contact men in Budapest and
Bratisleva which Lnvolved a fortyneight hour time limit 1f these
1200 people were to be rescued Lrom beiqg,deported, the above
matter came Lo & head, -

8., Ve awslt your instructlone, in view of- the fact that
Intercqmmerz in Zurich recommended for an ¥illy and Schenker
{a forwar@ing agency which Denmtsches Relchsbahn owng) which
1s on our Proclalmed Lisgt already, and, further, in view of the
fact that the whole proposltlon sgfﬁs ta be 1nhereﬁtly & ransom
deal which lavolves delivering to fﬁe enemy goods which
obviously are lmporiant to the warrerforf,*oi, 1r the request

for tractors is disapproved, fres roreign exchange,
. \——-.__<

Conuultation with Joint at ane 15 recommendea aa

ve assume that any money wbibh mivht be used ‘would have to }
i

i

- come from funde tr&nsferred to ug for Saly Hayer recentlyq

L Ei

HARRISON . !

DOR:LCW  7/29/44
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With reference to previous commﬁnications regarding
thie situation of the Jewish population in German~-occupied
areas, information is fortucoming from Bratislava that on
July 6th a train was sent from Zratislavs to Budapest
with 1,200 persons. The train apparently wes supposed to
stay 14 days in Vienng tu be sent later ou for exchtnge
purposes vo spain instecd of hunanis. Rabbi Teitelbaum
from Sotmer wus among the pugsengers.

There was no fooJ va the train. Lfforts were made

to obtain some througiu the International Zed Cross.

tashington, July. 27th, 1944,
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FROM:
TO:
DATED:
NUMBER¢

49”’”4 /€%;<6%2;5<>h//
w2 - ,JZ%&sx&z*ﬁj?
ORIGINAL TEXT OF rEBEGRAH SENT

Secretary of State, Washington

American Legation, Bern

e mm Py

FOR MCCLELLAND FROM WAR ﬁEFUGEE BOARD.
Heferenc WRB Cable to Bern Ho. 83 (Departmenti!s 2417) of
July 15, 1944,

Please advise at once ﬁhether Swlss francs have been

received and turned over to Saly Mayer,

THIS IS WRB CABLE TO BERN, NO. 93.

X

HULL

Lo DECLASSIPIED
State Dept Letter 1-11. 727 :

ByR HIﬁmste 5EP 27 B?Z




K

Y

s

It
1

Wl

B 2]

b3 ne

SR g G _
© H -

w1 &

[C IR

0 i
oW

CABLE TO HARRISON, BERN, FOR MOCLELLAND FRON WAR' REFUGEE BOARD,

Reference WRB Cable to Bern No, 83 (Department's 2417) eof

July 15, 1%4e )
Please advise at once whether Swiss francs have been réceived

and turned over to Saly Mayer.

WHIS I8 WRB CABLE TO BERN, NO. 93.

1130 a.m.
July 265, 1944

Miss chauhoey (for the Sec'y), Abrahemson;. c;:hxil,‘}mqu_s:, Friedman, Hodsl,
Laughlin, Lesser, Mann, Stewart, Central Filesj,rcqbl'e;Co'ntrol Fileg o

T

F.Hodelscss - 7/24/i
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G2,
ORIGINARFTEX? ‘OF TELEGRAM SENT
FROM: Beoretary of 8tate, Washington

T0: American Leggtyoﬁ; Bordhi,
DATE:  July 29, 1044 ONTRUL GOPY

NUMBER: 2614
X

FOR MOOLELLAND FROM WAR REF’UG% BOARD,

Please deliver following measage to Baly Mayer from&
Leavitt, JDO:

QUOTE Sternbuch oabled Rabbinical group here that
1,200 Hungarian Rabbls other leaders are now entrained
Vienna for deportation. He claims you refused ’, - help
%o save this group and that immediate action maj “still
rescue them by repatriation. He also olaims that no
understanding has been reached with you for coordination
resoue activities despite such report to WRB. Orthodox
groups here deeply disturbed by this situstion and exert-
ing great, pressure on ug, We are oonvinced that you and
MoOlelland are doing everything to reacue as many beople
as possible, but we are not in position to answer such
charges made by Sternbuch. Although we reslize that
S8ternbuch is concerned primarily with Rebbinical groups
we are just as interested in resculng these elements and
we hope that every effort is being made to save them and
that every possible measure is utilized by you to--effect
their rescue, Please eable soonest,  UNQUOTE, i

Following ‘for MoClelland from Pehle: Refer WRB NO. 86
(Department's 2449) of July 18. We urgently request that
every practloable step be taken to effect rescue of thils

group. 7 o
This 1s WRB cable to Bern No. 99,
: 7 vaSes

i

. DECLASSIFIED - ..
State Iqeptg Lett}qr,r'l-llr-'j‘z”b il
© ByR H Paks Date OEP 27 1975

———
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GABLE TO MINISTER HMARRISON, BERN, FOR MCCLELLAND FROM WAR REFUGED BOARD.

Pleass.deliver following message to Saly Mayer from Leavitt, JDCs

QUOTE - Sternbuch cabled Rabbinical group here that 1,200 Hungarien
Rabbls other lesders ave now entrained Vienna for deportation,
STOP He claims you refused help to save this group and that
immediate action may gtill rescue them by repatriation, STOP,

He also claims that no understending has been reached with you
for coardination rescue activitles desplte such report to WRB.
STOP ~ Orthodox groups here deeply disturbed by this situation
and exerting greal pressure On US. 8TOP We are convinced that
you and KcClelland are doing everything to rescus as many people
as possible, but we are not in poaition to answer such charges
made by Sternbuwch, STOP  Although we realize that Sternbuch is
concerned primarily with Rabbinlecal groups vie are Juet as
interested in resouing these elements and wo hope that every .
effort is being made to save them and that every possible measure
is utilized by you to effect their rescue. STOP  Please cable

soonest, UNQUOTE,

MoClolland from Pchles Refer WRB No. €6 (Deparfmont's

Folldwing for
that every practicable step be

2449) of July 18. We urgently request
¢aken to effeet rescue of thls group.

THIS IS WRB CABLE TO BERN NO., 99.

FKE KR IR TR FHRRK
July 26, 1944
2135 p.m,

FRFKERFERFEERR KRR

Miss Chauncey (for the See'y), Abrahamson, Cohn, ﬁﬁuBo;ie',rFxfieVdman,, - ;
Hodel, lLeughlin, Lesser, Mamn, Stewart; :Central Files, Cable Control Files. -

G0 ' '
A.Abrehamsonicss 7/26/44
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PARAPHBASE'o?*TELEGRAMWREcEIVEb

7f'EﬁOMz_ - The American Legation, ‘Bern: ‘
"TQf; ' The Seoretary of State, Waahlngtonv:
DATE: July 29 194

ETT oNTROLCORY

: Tho followlnm message E¥-1 for the : ﬂepartment, the War.'l),v Lo e

iy
#

Rafugee Board and “the ?oreign Economio Adminlstration from ﬁ” 

Sl b

: Mcclellando

l By hie own account the proposit&on of Starnbuch 15 _
Cal ransom scheme and direct ald: would bahiven to tha enemy war"
efrort and the position of the British and this Legation
would be’ compromised in policy and prlnciple AT this or other
elmilar raneom operationeo whether 1nvolv1ng cash or goodst’
a are carrled outar o ,
2o "Elther on the Proclaimed List or recommended for the:i

: Procleimed List are all of the rlrms 1nvolved 1n the tractor »4,

'deal, wllly 15 notorious for hia diaregard or the interests
of- the Allies and Schenker 15 a Garman concarno The authorx-wfff s

tles of- Switzerland and private intereste must know or

| fmz’

w_ssz.‘%'? 92

7;Sternbuoh“s app;oac"' 5 ;, -Pro é? ' 'List and the former

o i, s £

,}may be embarraaaed already beoause or his known,rtl' ;ons with

' the Legatxon,f’




vnumber 2569 both dated July 26 from the Department are rererrod

to) If such Y traneaotlon wera to be undertaken or even con-~

,sider@d seriously our poeltion would émost euroly ba affected

,\;4 .

}adverselyo

i'4@1 ‘Algo; simple Tangonm monay paymenta are proposed by ;

: Sternbuoh a8 an alternafive to the tractor dealu Ciroular bk
telegram dated Novanber 24 1942 from the Department etated /

.the policy of the United States toward tranaactiona of this

kind,‘ (Thess 1natruction3 have not been resolnded and thls

and the British Legation are continulng to operate under them );,'
- only' -
It would appear that departure from this pollcy dloul“/be

undertaken with the knowladge and oncurrence of Brltish MEW

but auch departure would be unfcr unate at the present tlme;i

(number 4802 dated July 26 from the Legation 18 rererred toa)

HARRIBON

) DdRaMFL
- ?/30/44







ORIGINAL TEXT o ’manGRAM SENT

‘Fﬁoﬁ;i~" B »fSecretary of S¥ﬂ$9, weshington
Somost American Legation, Bern ’
e S8 LI 2 g b
"~ DATED: - . _August 2, 1944

__ CONTROL COPY

: FOR McCLFLLAND BERN FROM THF DEPARTFENT AND WAR REFUGLE
“BOARD.
Reference Legation s No. 4802 of July 26 1944.

/

We rely entirely on vour judgment in this matter and ac- e

‘_,icordingly, and in view of the pending consideration of the reported

j:Hungarian offer to permit emigration, we coriecur in. your view that ‘

A'iit 1s not (repeat not) feasible to undertake the transaction 1n

u;question at this time., We assume that if further information is 7
i}received you will keep us fully advised We also ‘agsume that you//
dl?will continue to make all possible efforts ‘to rescue refugees 74(
Vfrom Hungary and other Germen-occupied areas. :
: The foregoing hes been discussed with the JDC and it is
-'»in accord with the views expressed._: R
THIS is WRB CABLE TO BERN NO. 106

X

STETTINIUS
(Aet%éz)

,-7' DECL snnpp
State Dept L

By R -H. Parks




>CABLI'4 TO HARRISUN “FOR MOCLEIJ AND, BERN ’ l"ltOll THE DEPARTRENT AJ D WAR
- REFUQER BOARD, -

Rafermce Legation'a No. /.802 of July 26, 1941;.

- Vie rely entiroly on your: ;;udgment in this matter and
.and ‘in“view of.the’ pendlng conmderatlon of the reported Hungar:an R
accordinglyfwe ‘conour - in youx' view that it ls. ‘not/feagible to': offer to.pérmit’
: at-this time, (repeat not) . emigration;”

‘ ':f.undertake the transaction in question? We wspune that if ﬁuﬂther

"Mfomatim is received you will keep us z"ully advised. %e nlso
ussume that you will cont.’mue to rtlko lll poaaible afforts to
.reacue rei‘ugees from Hungar,y snd other German-occunied areas. g

The- i‘oregoing has been dnscusaed wi th the JIC and itis in

"aecord with the views: expreased.

" INIS 18 WRB CABLE TO BERN Nof.' 106

11:00 a.m.
_{August 1 1944

Miss Chaunoey (for the Seo'y) Abrahamson,’(:ohn. 'DuBois, Fre:.dman, Hodel,
Laughlin, Lesaor, Ma.nn, Mannon, l!oCormeck, -Cable: Control Files -




