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EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT
WAR REFUGEE BOARD = *
WASHINGTON 25, D.C.
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Ststes and Canada. The latter orcenization is well known to

the poard and the State Lepartment end has carried on-certein
rescue and relief work under license of this Government through - -
its representative in Switzerland, Isaac Sternbuch.  The wusy
nerotiations, however, were carried on without the .full knowledge
or approval either of tie Board or the State Depertment. This:
Coverrment's vacilities were not used for the trensmission of .
messages on these negotiations between the group in the United
States and its Swiss representatives.

The roard's representetive in Bern heas advised thet lusy's
reputation is that of a Hazipnile on anti-communist grounds and
thit he is interested in obtaining a comgromise peace for Gersany.
tusy is also concerned over the rehabilitation of his personal
solitical rejutation in Switzerland.- He claims to have arranged
“or the release of the 1210 Jews with himmler personally, su_ported
by General Schellenberg, one of the top triuvmvirate under Himmler,
iusy hes staled thet the group of 1210 is the first of g series
of like convoys to follow &l intervals ol one week, "

The only string attached to the negotiations is:the deposit
of 5,000,000 Swiss-irancs to an account in Musy.!s name ‘at the
awiss Wationsl Bank, the funds to be supplied by Sternbuck; the
Swiss reoresentutive of the Union of Orthodox Rabbiss Tie reason
for {his payment-is-not at ell clear,. lusy has stated that the
money would remain-in Switzerland and thuet: "in all probability -

the liazis would relesse it to the Internationsl Red Cross-as
an additional gentlemenly 'gesture! some timewin the future."-
LeClelland reports, that lnisy's.acceptance “of money- for himgelf:
would not be consistent with his desire to play the role of @
heroic rescuer -and great humeniterian. L L : =
~In spite of the fact that Sternbuch claims to ¥eClelland that:
MnSy'isrnot~pressing,f0rjthe,money'but'rather]for favorable press
comment. in the United States ror the CGermans; Sternbuch, without =
YeClellandts knovledge, arranged for-a paper,cﬁ;ﬁitfof,5,QO0,00Q"

'Swissjfrancs:in—SWitzerland5:3;OOO§OOO'auaranteedgby{a'pefson<on

our Proclaimed List, and hes Deen pressing for. a remittence from.
“the fmerican Rabbinical orpanization: -Sternbuch claims that the
‘funds must be sent to-him in opder: that- v
Jews ‘i Germeny will not' be forestalled. Te.
believe that he actually holds 5,000,000 Swi
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In view oi the faect that we have no clear information that
the funds are desired {or ransom aad in view of the possibility
thet the railure to send the money to Switzerland might. interfere
with the iurtber relesse of Jews from Cernan-controlled territory,
it is recouuended thet the Loard asprove the issvence of a - -
Pressury wepartnent license permittin: the remittance of tine Swiss:
frenc equivelent of 937,000 by tne Vaed ashetzala rmergency
Committee oi the Union ol Orthodox lebbls to a joint account in
& Sviss venk in tne newes of Sterrbuch snd i.cClelland, provided
that no expenditure or conmitment for exvenditure of tiese funds
ney ve mede without the prior authorizetion of the Ver Kefugee
F0&rG., :

~

william G'Dwyer
mxecutive Director -







Pebruary 26, 1945.

MELUILAN DU
——iror

TOs lir. larons . : =

FROMg  Willlam OfDwyer'

_Subsequent te my memorandun to you.of February 22, 1945, a
meeting of the members of the War Rtefugee Board was eallad for the .
purpose of considering the attached applicstion of the Vaad Hahatzala
to remit $937,000 to Isaac Sternbuch in Switzerland, The Board de-
cided thet it would not be appropriate to permit such remittence to .
Sternbuch. However, after careful conglideration, the Board unanimously
approved  the issuance by the Troasury Department of a license to the: :
Vand Hahatzala permitting the remittance of £937,000 to g joint account
in & Swissbank.in the names of Iszac Sternbuch znd Roswell . eClelland, -
Spacial Hepresentative of the iar Hefuges Board, provided that the -
license clearly statdd that no part of this sum could be expended or -
committed. for expenditure ¢xoept as authorized by speeific action of
the dar Refugee Board, It wap the further unanimous dscigion of tha -
Board that under no circumstances could the ‘money in question be used .
for the psyment of ransom, FrTe e e SR s

= In view of the foregoing, 1 hereby withdraw my recommendation -
- of February 22, 1945, md rejuest that the Treasury issue & license
_to the Vaad Hahatzela as approved at the Bosrd neeting today, .







. V&ad Hahatsals Buergency Commiites
132 Hassau Street,

February 28, 1945.

Dear Sirs:

Your applicaticn for a Treasury Dspartment license permitting
you to remit §937,000 to Isaac Sternbuch, st, Gallen, Switseriand, in
connection with the Musy negotiations for the release of Jewp from
enemy territory was conaidered at a meeting of the members of the Wap

day,

The Board disspproved the issuance of a license permitting
such remittance to Isaac Sternbuch, Hovsver, the Board did approve
the issuence by the Treaswry Department of a license permitting you
to remit this sum to a Joint account in a Swigs bank in the names of
Isasc Sternbuch and Roawell ¥oClelland, Special Representative of the
Wer Hefugee Board, provided that the license clearly stated that no
part of this sum could be expanded or committed for sxpenditure excapt .
28 suthorized by spacifie action of the Wap Refuges Board, R

Tt wag the further unanimous decision of the Board that undjn‘

no oircumstances could this Eoney be used for the payment of rangom,

Howevar, it is the understanding of the Board that legitinate expenses
may be-involvaed in the release of detainesa from enemy territory and.

the Board ig prepared to considar requasts for ite approval of any such
Payzents upon presentation of full details cmcemning the purpoges for.
which such expenditures are to be made, . e ) g
‘ie;"y truly j}dur_'a, ‘

- Cleneg) paygy,, 0 Dypan
© . Willlam O'lmyer
‘Executive Director
of : the. thion of Orf.hodox'!f!abbia,' :

New York 7, H, Y, ol
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EXECUTIVE OFFICEAOF THE PRESIDENT

WAR REFUGEE BOARD
WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

OFFICE OF THE
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR B February 28, 1945.

Dear Sirss

Your application for a Treasury Department license permitting
you to remit $937,000 to Isaac Sternbuch, St. Gallen, Switzerland, in
connection with the Misy negotiations for the release of Jews from
eneny territory was considered at & meeting of the members of the War
Refugee Board held today.

The Board disapproved the issuance of a license permitting
such remittance to Isaac Sternbuch. However, the Board did &pprove
the issuance by the Treasury Department of a license permitting you
to remit this sum.to a joint account in a Swiss bank in the names of
Isanc Sternmbuch and Roswell McClelland, Special Representative of the
War Refugee Bosrd, provided that the license clearly stated that no
part of this sum could be expended or committed for expenditure -sxcept
as authorized by specific action of the War Refugee Board. ’

It was the further unanimous decision of the Board that under
no circumstances could this monsy be used for the payment of ransom,
However, it is the understanding of the Board that legitimate expenses
may be involved in the release of detsinees from enemy territory and
the Board is prepared to ccnsider requests for its approval bf any such
payments upon presentation of full deteils concerning the purposes for
which such expenditures are to be made,

Very truly yours,

< _ miamg{nw(yfr W

Executive Director

Vaad Hahatzela Emergency Committee
of the Union of Orthodox Rabbis,
132 Naasau Street,

New York 7, N, Y.
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:In reply please

refor to: 81610-4 o _ MAR 1:_'1945

License No. W-2426

Dear Sirs:

Emergency - Committee of the Union
States and Canada, and Roswell D.
‘¥ar Refugee Board in Switzerland,
conditions shall be complied with;

(1) No part of the above sum shall be expended or -
committed for expenditure exdept as authori zed

by specific action of the War Refuges Board
=--Weshington, D, ¢,

(2) Any withdrawal, transfer, or payment ordenr against ‘
the above joint mccount shall be signed Jointly by -
Y » representetive in Switzerland of

¢ United States and Canada,
: d, representative of the .

- —-War_Refuges Board in:Switzerland, . ° . '
/You, br-your bank of'éécount,7éie authorized,fo effect’ the .
ayment of: the dollar amount’ involved:

Nationale Suisse, Zurich, Por éredit to the joint account referred to
"above, or”(b). purchase of the - Swiss franes invelved firom the: Federal. . .. B
Reserve Bank of New York as fiscal agent of the United States, as shall"

be ‘prescribed by the Fedéral Reserve:Bank ‘of New ‘York, B R

v'Siﬁéerély'jod}é;"

} L. G, Asroms -

"~ Vead Héhgtzglé:Emefgenéy Cbhmitféé;

~ . Union of Orthodoz Ravvis of the
--United ‘States and’'Canads; -

132 Nassau Steeet, -
Néw}Yg:k;VNQW,York.




MAR 1 1945

Tos ¥r. Aarons

From: General O'Dwyer

There is forwarded to you herewith & copy of a°
letter received from the American Jeeish Joint Distribu-
tion Committee requesting a Treasury license to pay the
dollar equivalent of 4,000,000 Swiss franes to the Vagd
llahatzala.

The War Refugee Board recomnends that: sueh &

liceﬂae be issusd at once to the American Jewish Joint
Distribution Committes.

(82700) W11142m 073y




CABLES: "JOINTDISCO" NEW YORK

JOINT DISTRIBUTION COMMITTEE,

THE AMERICAN JEWISH
Ine.

270 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YQRK‘ 16, N. Y,

PAUL BAERWALD, Choirman

MRS. FELIX M. WARBURG, Honorary 'Chairmon
JAMES N. ROSENBERG, Chairman, Board of Directors

ALBERT H. LIEBERMAN, Chairman, National Council

FRANK L. SULZBERGER, Vice-Chairman, National Council
—_—

JOSEPH C. HYMAN, Executive® Vice Chairman

Vice-Chairmen .

ISAAC H. LEVY
WILLIAM ROSENWALD
WILLIAM J. SHRODER

GEORGE. BACKER
JAMES H. BECKER -

I. EDWIN GOLDWASSER
ALFRED JARETZKI, JR, M. C, SLOSS
ALEXANDER KAHN JONAH .B. WISE

European Executive Council
BERNHARD KAHN JOSEPH J.. SCHWARTZ
Honorary Chairman Chairmon

Pebruary 27, 1945,
The War Refugee Board
Washington 25, D,C,

Attention: Miss Flbrence Hédelr

Dear Florence:

In connection with the request we have received from the Vaad
Hahatzalah for payment-to: them of AtheAecfﬁivalent of - 4,000,000

Swiss francs which they are transferring to Swi’tz"erland', we:

would appreciate your issuing a license o The American Jewish
" Joint: Digtribution Committee, Inc, authorizing us to effect

such ‘payment, : : ' o T

' Yours sincerely, . -

" Moses Ay :Irleéra,vi 5
- Secretary

TELEPHONE: LExinglon 2.5200°

. 1. EDWIN GOLDWASSER; Treoiurer

- ALEXANDER A LANDESCO, Treasurer.
EVELYN ‘M. MORRISSEY, Assistont Treasure

. MRS. H. B, L. GOLDSTEIN, Comptrolter
ISIDOR COONS, Ditector of. Fund Raising
MOSES A. LEAVITT, Secrefary

LOUIS H. SOBEL, Assistanf Secsetary ’




E. P. ADLER, Davenport. fowa
SIDNEY J. ALLEN, Detroit
ALEXANDER E. ARNSTEIN, New York
CARL 1. AUSTRIAN, New York
GEORGE BACKER, New York
PAUL BAERWALD, New York - -
EDWARD M. BAKER, Clevelond
FJOSEPH BASKIN, New York
JAMES H. BECKER, Chicago
JOSEPH M. BERNE, Cleveland
MAURICE BERNON, Gleveland
DAVID BERNSTEIN, New York
ISRAEL BERNSTEIN, Portiand, Me.
JOHN L. BERNSTEIN. New York
IRVIN BETTMANN, 57 Louis
JACOB BILLIKOPF, Phiadelphia
NEWION BISSINGER. San Francisco
JACOB BLAUSTEIN, Baitimore
HERBERT R. BLOCH, Cincinnati
L. E. BLOCK, Chicago
LOUIS J. BORINSTEIN, Indianapolis
LOWIS BROIDO, New York
ABE BRONFMAN, Montiéol
FRED M. BUTZEL, Detroit
EDDIE CANTOR, Beverly Hills, Cal.
LOUIS CAPLAN, Pittsburgh . °
AVERY CARP, Granite Cily, I,
NATHAN CHANIN, New York
MORRIS R. COHEN, Washington
ALFRED E. COHN, New Yoik
RALPH F. COLIN, New Yoik
AMOS S, DEINARD, aneapohs'
DAVID DUBINSKY, New Vork
G. A. EFROYMSON, lna',anapo:;s;
LOUIS H. EHRLICH, Kansas City, Mo.
ABRAM I, ELKUS, New York.
MORRIS ENGELMAN- New York
MAX EPSTEIN, Chicago
LEON FALK:-JR.. Pittshurgh
MRS, MYRON S. FALK; JR., New York
. JOSEPH L.-FINK, Buffalo
LOUIS FINKELSTEIN; New. York -
HARRY FISCHEL, New York -
ARTHUR FLUEGELMAN, New: Yok
PHILLIP. FORMAN, Tranton
A. ‘RICHARD -FRANK, Chicage
MAX FREEDMAN: Cléveland.
JONAH 1.:GOLDSTEIN; Néw York
TEOWIN ‘GOLDWASSER, New York- -
MONROE GOLOWATER, Hew ‘York
J. ) GOLUB, New York :
D: SAMUELIGOTTES AN, Neiw York
JOEL GROSS, ‘Newark -+
REUBEN GUSKIN, " New *Yark -
MORRIS W. HAFT,New York
- SALMON P.'HALLE, Clevelond -
" DAVID -E:- HARLEM, Deiiver

TR A osusr Neiw York:
'NATHAN

- HARRIS” PERLSTEIN-Chicago

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

WALTER S. HILBORN, Beverly Hills, Cal.

MRS. WALTER A. HIRSCH, New York
HARRY A, HOLLZER; Los Angeles
ABRAHAM HOROWITZ, New York
ALBERT D. HUTZLER, Bolfimore
STANLEY M. ISAACS, New York
LESLIE L. JACOSS, Dollas
MORRIS E. JACOBS. Omaha
ALFRED JARETZKI, JR., New York
LEO JUNG. New York
ALEXANDER KAHN, New York
MILTON KAHN, Boston

E. I. KAUFMANN, Woshinglon
MILTON W. KING, Washington
JOSEPH J. KLEIN, Mew York
JEROME H. KOHN, Hartford
ABRAHAM KRASHE, New York
MILTON KUTZ, Wimington

SAUL J. LANCE, New York
ALEXANDER A. LANDESCO, New York
SIDNEY LANSBURGH, Baltimore
ALBERT D. LASKER, New York
EDWARD LAZANSKY, Brookiyn
IAORRIS S. LAZARON, Baltimore
CARL LEFF, ‘New York '
AL PAUL LEFTON, Philodelphia
LEO. LEHMAN, Pittsbuigh =~
ROBERT LEHMAN, New. York
SAMUEL ‘D, LEIDESDORF, New York
EMIL. W,  LEIPZIGER, New Orleons:
JACOB LEVINSON Emol(lyn

MBS, DAVID M. LEVY, New! York
ISAAC  H. LEVY. Néw York. '
SAM Ac-LEW/ISOFIN, New York:' -
AUBERT H: LIEBERMAN, Phifadelphia
CHARLES J,~LIEBMAN. New York
MAX LIVINGSTON, New Haven

- CARL'M.-LOEB, New York
"JOSEPH P. LOEB Los Angelés.~

SAMUEL: MARKELL, Boston

"JAMES. MARSHALL, New York

ARMAND MAY,-Atlanta ~

. .GEORGE Z. MEDALIE.. New York

JEROME MICHAEL, New Yolk

ABRAHAM MILLER; New. York
<THENRY.-MONSKY, Omata
< CHARLES W. MORRIS, Louisville

PAUL MUNL, Glen Head, L. 1
STANLEY. C. MYERS, Migmi -
MARCUS NADLER New York -

OHRBACH New Ycrk
KURT PEISER, Phnladelph:u T

DAVID deSOLA POOLV N

—'JACOB S.: POTOFSKY New otk

AARON S. RAUH, St. Louis
RICHARD. S, RAUH, Pitisburgh
A. ). RONGY, New York

JAMES N. ROSENBERG, New York

LESSING ). ROSENWALD, Philadelphic
WILLIAM-ROSENWALD, Greenwich, Conn. |

MORRIS ‘ROTHENBERG; New York
BERNARD SACHS, New York
BEN-SADOWSKI, Toronto,

SIMON SAKOWITZ, Houston

A. L. SALTZSTEIN, Milwaukea

E. J.SCHANFARBER, Columbus
ULYSSES 5. SCHWARTZ, Chicago

WILLIAM H 'SCHWARZSCHILD,  Richmond

MURRAY SEASONGOOD, Cincinnoti
EUSTACE SELIGMAN, New York -
BERNARD SEMEL, New York
ALFRED -SHEMANSKI, Sealtie

1. H. SHERMAN, New York
SAMUEL SHORE, -New York )
WILLIAM J. SHRODER, Cincinnali-
‘MENDEL- B. ‘SILBERBERG, Las Angelés
. ARCHIBALD ‘SILVERMAN, Prowdence
M. C. SLOSS, Son Francisco
ABRAHAM SRERE, Defroit

JESSE H. STEINHART. Son. Froncisco
EDGAR B. STERN," New Orledns
-HENRY M.'STERN, Rochester’
HORACE. STERN, Philadeighia,
"HUGH. GRANT STRAUS, Brookiyn
“MRS: ROGER W. STRAUS, New York
‘FRANK. L. SULZBERGER, Chicaga
LEON C. SUNSTEIN, Phifadelphia '
- AARON' TEITELBAUM, ‘New York .
JEROME 1.~ UDELL," Mew York
“F.FRANK VORENBERG, Bosign -+
MRS:FELIX M. WARBURG  New York
“MAX 1. WARBURG: New York .

DAVID. M. WATCHMAKER, Bosfon
-'ADOLPH WEIL, Montgomery .

! FRANK L, WEIL, Néw York -
 HENRY “WINEMAN,: Déroit’

-7 MOSES WINKELSTEIN Sylacusa

“JONAH. B.” WISE, New Yoik
TDAVID: P WOHL. SF. Louis
MORRIS:WOLF; Philadelphia - -
Z HARRY "ZENTZ,. ‘Brooklyn

IN THE ARMED FORCES
ABNER BREGMAN New York

MARCO E HELLMAN -New Yolk
) HAROLD F LINDERV New Yor

\X/lLLIAM W, GOODMAN Memph




COPY 'S

In reply please . - : AT L R T i
refer to: 81595 ) . - o o ‘ vi

March 1, 1945

License No, W52484

Dear Sirs:

The War Refugee 3Board has transmitted:to this:Office
a copy of your letter of February 27, 1945, in which you re~
‘quést the isesuance of a license nermitting you to effect a
payment of the dollar equlvalent of 4,000,000 Swiss francs:to
the Vaad Hahatzela Emergency Committee,  New York, New York,

. Pursusnt to the recommendation madd to this Office
by the War Refugee Board, you are hereby authorized, so fer
. as Bxecutive Order No. 8389, as amended, is concerned %o
- effeet the payment described above, -

Sincerely yours, ;7 2  T

(Signed.) S L. c Aarnns L

L 0 Aarons -
Acting Director”

l1|he American Jewish Joint Distribut1on Gommittee, Inc.:
270° Madison Avenue, .
New Yo;k 16, New York) -~

Parkesaby /145
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in veply pleace : G
refer- to181603 ' il

Te t ¥r, Horemn P, Davie,
Ynnager,
Forelgn Funde Control Wepsriment, -

From 1 K, ¥, O'Flahefty. :
frealnl hasiatent to the Mirector,

Yhere Le enelored for your informs¥ion snd guldsnee ) o
& copy of ligense Ho, ¥e3426, {seucd under even dnte, to the : - -
Tpad Hehntzsln Znergency Gomeittes of the Uniom of Urthodax R :
iebbie of the United Stotes snd Oansda, 132 Husssu Gtreas, Nev
York, ¥ew York, suthorizing 1% to vorlt the Swian frene sonilva~
1eab of $037,000 to s hanking Austitutisn in fwitzerlznd for.:

~aredit to 2 jJoint necovunt in $he nuwmss of lange Shernduch,

reprecuntative in $witzerlmnd of the Vasd Aohetunle Energancy :
Gommittoa of the Union of Orthodox faddis of the United Htates .
end Osnade, snd Ronwell D, HeClelland, rapfezentative of the :
ver Refugen Beord in Seitzexlend, RS S

. e funds to be remltted under. this liconse sre in- ‘
tonded for humeniverisn purposen, Hr, Augkrorve, Forelgn Aceounte. .
isotion, Federsl Reverve Msuk of Yeu-York, Bap aleo been furnished:
& copy of this lisense, -~ - - o L T . )

Znelomure. ’ . . - ot i




In reply plesne
refor to! 81608 .

o & Kr, Rushmore, -
Forelgn Aacounts Seotion,
Podersl Recerve Bank of New York.

Pror 1 & ¥ 0'Fleherty, - Sl
Speeial sssistant to the Director, ) R

Thore L9 oneloesd for your informstion and fui dongs
& aopy of lisense o, W-2426, Lsouod under aven date, to the
Vaed Aphotesln Knergency Committes of the Union of Orthodox
Rabbie of the United States and Canedn, 132 Howsen Street,
Beu York, Wew York, authorising ib to remit the Bwine frone
onuivalent of 037,000 to » denking inetitution in Swltzer-
lend for crsdit to s jJolnt acesunt in the nemés of Inapg
Sternhuch, representative An Ewitzerlend of the Vead Haohut-
vala Ymorgenoy Uommitsee of the Union of Grshodox Rebhie of
the United Stetee snd Connds, ond Noewell D, Heblellend,
representative of the ¥War Refugee Bosrd in Bwitzerlend

-  ¥he funds to be remittod under this lisenes are
inhanded'for[humanttmrlﬂn,pﬁrypsem;’,.f R S SR

Enclosura.
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CMARL 1945

In reply please
refer tos 8l610-A

License No. W=~2426

Dear'Sirs:

You are hereby authorized, so far as Exeocutive Order No, 8389,
as emended, is conocerned, and notwithetanding General Ruling No, 11,
to remit the Swiss franc equivalent of $937,000 to a banking institu-
tion in Switzerland for oredit to & Joint acocount in the names of
Isaac Sternbuch, representative in Switzerland of the Vaad Hahatzala
Emergency Committee of the Union of Orthodox Rabbis of the United
States and Cenade, end Roswell D, McClelland, representative of the
War Refugee Board in Switzerland, provided the following terms and -
conditions shall be complied withs

(1) No part of the above sum shall be expended or
committed .for expenditure except as suthorized.
by epecific eotion of the War Refugee Board,
Washington, De Ce

(2) any withdrawal transfer. or payment arder against
the above joint acoount shell be signed Jointly by
Isasc Sternbuch, representative in Switzerland of
*the Vaad Hahataala Emergenocy - Committee of the Unlon
of Orthodox Rabbis of the United §tates and Canada,
and Roswell D. MoClelland, representative of the
‘War Refugee Board in Switzerland. T

] You, or your.bank of aocount are authorized Yo effect the -
remittance licensed herein by (a) peyment of the dollar mmount 1nvolvod B
to the Federal Reserve Bank. of ‘New.York for credit to the Banque
Nationale Suisse, Zurich, for oredit to the Joint aceount referred to
ebove, or- (b) purchese of the. Swiss francs involved from the Federal ° )
Reserve Bank of New York as fiscal agent of the United States, as. shall -

~be presoribed by the Federal Reserve Bank of wa'York.‘, : ;

HRR Sinoerely y°“r"1'
(Signed) T C Earous

L c. Aarons . o
Aoting Direotor  , L

-'Jaad .Hahatzela Emergency'COmmitteeér o g R SR B e
Union of Orthodox Rabbis of the Tl S I L e e L
‘United States and ‘Canada, = SR TRt Ry R R e

132 Nasaau street,

New -York; New-Yorks:i:
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MEMORANDUI FOR THE FILES

The Swiss hﬁnistgradvised Genersal Q'Twyer today that it’_
is anticipated that 15,000 refugees will be released to Switzer-

land shortly as the result of the Musy negotiations,

: 4
o e i
T \pt

F. Hodel

-~
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Dlstribution or true

TERGAN vnly Yy 5Uoliol . - Noon. W
BTV Giarnite U W)

AMLEEATION “"”"'";'FJP‘/-.TﬁfJiE

BuRM WMAR &~
90'.’ l LA/
N
The following for Harrieon &ndéﬂ%bléiféﬂAJ?mom Deparument

and lar Refugee Board 1ip WARD 4260
Reference your nos. 881 of hebxuary 8 1069 of February 17,‘

and 1175 of February 28, 1948, and Departmentv“e-,nq° 703 of |

iebrusry 14, 1246, ' | | |
The nembers of the Yar Hefugee Hoard met on February 2841 -

o consider the applieation of theﬁvagd Hahatzala Emergency Com=

ittee for a license %o. renit the ‘uisq franc'éuuiﬁaleﬁt’of

¥9O8%,000 uo Isdae"ternbuch, i Boara disdpproveo the iesuance

of a 1icenae vermiuting'such’remi tanee to Aaernbveh,, Hovever, e

| after cdreful consioeration, the Boara unanimouely approveﬂ uhe

issuance by tne Lreasury of- a license nerﬂittin ?he Vaad

'd“hatzgla to nnke the decired ﬂemittauce ta €& Joint ceount in 3

' JUiES bank 1n the nanee of Isaac 3ternhuch, r yrutentative 1n ,L

un;tzerlenu of: the ana thwt291d mmerbency Connittec of the

: Union 01 Orthodox Ranbis of tue Uﬁiteo )tatee Canada, and




-2= #90? March 2, Noon to Bernm
) n

% waé the fuprther ungnimous deelsion of the'ﬁbafa‘that
undler no {repeat no)}eircumstanees could any pork of thie money
be ‘used for the payment of ryoncom, ’ :

fowever, it 1is the uaderstandling of the Board that leglti-
uate erpenses hay be involved in the release of Qe%éineée Tyom
eneny territory and the Board le orepaved to coneider requests
fopy its approval of any such ﬁayments‘in the ﬁrenenﬁ casérupOﬂ
oyesentatlion to tie board of full aetails ebhpehning the purQ
noses for ulich auéh'expendiﬁurea are to.ve nade, : _

¥lease advlue'ﬁtérnbuch of the,forégéinggv‘ﬂext of Troasury
license beiny lssueg/po‘vggﬁ Hahmtzala‘will;?é senﬁLto‘ybuiiﬁ- :

separate cable,

GREW

(acting) -
:”(GHW§”'
VRESHHMVIKG CWE 0 PMA g

s/




wBIB0N D JCCLeLLAD, Swdiy 5ROk

< -..Luii;‘;' Gty .L {

Leierence your nos. 481 of ﬁc vrvery &, 1069 of EPOIUJPV’IV,
end 1175 of February 22, 1845, sud e ndltment' 10s 708 of
Fewruary 14, 1945,

he r mbers ol tue war Lefu ee board met on ”“LPUMP 28th- to.
COhuL\JV q b i ead hanetzela merg .ency LOLf' tte
Lor & license to rs the. Suiss friac e¢uivalent of #uoz,OuO to
Tgeuc 3terncuci, soerd disestroved the issucnce of & licens
Seritting sucw dttaince to Sternbuch, aovever, alter Cul@ibl ,
consiceration, the “osrd Uﬂ&FlHuUSlJ éproved the issuance bJ the
freesury of a license permitting. tue Veed hahatzala Lo make the
desirved remittunce to & joint account in & Sulss benk in the nzumes
of Isazc Sternuuch, representative in 5. Atzerland of the Vaad .
uahatzals ~,ml"(%llcv Committee of the Union of Orthodoy Habonis of
the United States and. Canada, and Zoswell U. “cLWPJlana, representa-
tive of the war lefviee Board, srovided that the license. olccrly ,
stuted thet no vart orf the sum CUulu ve expended or committed fop

[4]

J;dendituffpgzge’ﬁ a8 utuorlzeo uJ bchllTC'aCtLOH of ‘the Far

e

—

der
Honey ve ised

It was the’ surtuef imanimous decl“lOﬂ of LLe oard thst un
1o (repeat o) circumstances could any wart of thls
for tie ; Jment of ransom, - e e

“o.ever it is the uncePSLanJln, o:'iie Toard Lﬂat le citimete S i
exvenses may we ‘involved in the. reloa”e of detainees from enemy " o Sl
territory end the Loard is prepared to consider reqiests for its: LR e e T
”“uiOval of -gny= sucn,a enis-in the present: -cage -unon nresentatloq T S e,
to the Board of t reta »COﬂCGPOle Lhe _urloses for which such. o
exvenditures are to b ades ' S , L

n rlcase ‘advise- bternubcn OL the- ioreH01
~lloense telngissued to Ve d, uetZ?la 111,
'—;ue»Alate cable,




kismud to: md Bahltu.h 1111 b. mt to yuu ia umh oabh.

CABLE TO HARRISON AND WOLELIAHD, B".Rﬂ, FRON I}EPARTHI-NT AND WAH RF):U(:FF Bm

Refersnce your Nos, 881 of Febmry 8, 1069 of. Febmry 1'7, and 1175 of
Februlry a2, 191.5. and Departsent's No. 703 of Februury -1&', 191.5.

The members of the War Refuges Board met. on berulry 23f.h o cmaider the
application of the Vaad Hahatsala hhorgeney Conmd.ttee for a ueonsa to rexdt
the Svins frane equivelsnt of £037,000 to lsame Stembnoh. The Board dig-
approved the issumos of a license perritting such reni.ttance to Stnmbunh.

’ Rmvar, after careful cmaidsratian, the Board umninoualy approved ‘the iasnlnco

by the Ireasury of a licenss parmitting the Vaad Hahatuh to mles the doli.rad
remittance to & joint account in a Swiss bank in the names of Ian'aa Stembuoh,'

Wpresentative in Bwitzerland of the Vaad }khntuh Buargency Oom!.tm of ths
m«m of Orthodex mbbis of the mm States and. caxuuh, and Rouweu D. Lhclelhnd,

Vreprosentauvo of the Var Remgee Board, providad ?.hut the licanso cl.urly autod ',

thnt no pan of tlw BuR could be oxpcndﬁd or oold.ttcd for ezpemﬁ.tnm ompt
u authoﬂud by apauiﬂc aotion of thu Har Refu@o ﬂonrd.

It was the further unanimous deeisinn of the Hoard that mader ; no (npnt ua’ o

- -any part of
eircunstances ccmld/thu monsy be uué for tho mmt. of ranm.

: Romuvar, it u tho mderluwng of tha Bou'd that lcg!.tmu upmu- uy

‘be involvnd in the teluao of datlmou l‘rou enmy tomm: and tho Board :ln
propam to comidcr roqueat- for s.t- ;pprovn ot iny such pay-mu 1n t!u SRR
present. caze upon. prumtauon %o tha Board et mn dmm emming the pu:-
’ pau- for which luoh ﬂqsenditam- m u b. mh. i - i ‘

Plcase adviu Stunbuh or tha foragehag hxt or rmmy u.mu b.l.ag
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DEPARTMENTribution of 'ru?ll]TGcg] Y " DIVISION OF "~
'OF veading only by specla ux CENTRAL SERVICES

STATE‘I’NWGG“@M« GeewE EGRAM - TELEGRAPH SEy.
, ‘ e ;%3:

AL L0 . v j. (. e o E V.
For sceuri ARl :
155M) text of lhis ver o e must 1 AN E ,

O,_)d be closely puarded.

L

xue cable below for Harrlﬁonuaﬁdﬂacclcllanu from'Denabtmeht
and Loy Refupgee Deard is VNG fyo, ’ v

Reference meoar*nenﬁ'v no, 2907 of Hd?eh 25 1H46

Folloving ie text of Treanury lieenve Do, i=-2426 igrue® to
Vead Hohotzalad

UG Xou arve herehy avihorized, oo for ¢9vuxccvtivc (fder
ilo, SEBS, a0 aiv:nded, is concerned, ond notwithmtanaxnm ueneral'
Hullng Yo, 11, %o remiﬁ.uuw drigs frnnc eounivalents of 5?‘000“tb

_a ;nn'inL inestitution in Lrluzerland for croait Lo & Joint occount

in tne nacee of Iﬂa\c;’ opnbuch, coresrnt,,'

the Vaad Hnn. J.ln* verbeney Conmﬂttec cf une Union uf Crthoaox

“abbio of Gl United ut‘vtet‘* ~~m wmcu, (,ncl ,x-‘z.'om;,%éll}z "cG'i ellano,

Tenres onbntlve of»cne er lef ugee JOﬂrd 1n q"it?erlana, wrovlﬂed
bue 0110*1?p termb qna bOﬁlLblOPﬂ phgl] be eouplicd vith,

(1) ilo :afu uL,ELs ﬂo"vc ﬂun shwi? be OYWGHJ@@ or——'
comml thed for expenditure. excent as outhorized:
_by swecific acuion c an Viar ’egugee-ﬁo&ra,f.
iuunznluon, D Ogr ,17 SR ,%f: .

(2} any it ndrawal, %rnnsfer, oF pa y;ent orser vainst

the above -Joint account ehall be sipned: jointly by _ ',,, 

. deaaec Uternbuch,. rcpresenoative in Sultzeriand of
tie Vaad Hohatanla Lmergency -Compl ttes ~0f £l
of  Urtiodok Rabhis of the ‘United Stetén- and- uﬂnadaﬁ;
and HOSvell D ueClelland ronreoentaulve of che :

I DECLASSIFIED
. VState Dept Le tter +1




e

=2-#968, llarch 6, 1945, 9 pems, to Dorn

Var Refugee Board in ﬂvitzerldndo
You, or your bank of‘account, are authorize:d to efiect the
renlttance licensed herein by (a) vayuent of tae dollar ambunt
- involved %o the Federal Resmerve Honk of ey York fop éredit %o
thie Bangue liationale Sulsse, Zurich, for credlt to the Joint
account referye! t0 above, or (b) purchase of the 3ules frpnes
involved frém“tne Federal Reeerve Bank of liew York #s'fiscalragent
i of the Unlted States, oo shall be wreseribed by the Federni Resenve
lgnl of Nou York, ULUGHE B

GREW -
(Acting)

CURBsLVIEG  BC W& swe B mg
. 8/6/46 Co ' S R '




OABLE TO HARRISON AND MGCLELLAND, BERN, FROM DEPAKTURNT AND WAR BFFUQRE BOARD

¢

'Reference Department's Ko, of Yarch ', 1945,

Following is text of Tressury license No, W~2426 issued to Vaad. Hahhtuln

nYou are hersby authorized, so far as Exeoutive Order Nos 8389, as amended,
is concerned, and notwithstanding General Huling o, 11, to remit the Swise
frane equivalent of §937,000 to a banking institution n Switzerland fop credit
to 2 joint agceunt in the names of lsang Sternbuch, representative in Switzere
Jand of the Vaad Hahateala Emergency Committes of +

he Union of Orthodex Rubbis
of the United States end Canada, and Roswell D. HoClelland, reprosentutive of the
War Refugee Board in Switserland, provided the following terms and conditions
shall be complied withs o :

(1) No part of the sbove sum shall be expended o
conadited for expanditure except as authorised
by speoific action of the Var Refuges Board,
washingten, D, 4, e

(2) Any withdriwal, transfer, or payment order sgainst
the above joiut account shall be signed jointly by
lsase Sternbuch, reprssentative in Switgerland of
the Wad Hahatsala ¥mergency Committes of the Unien
of (rthodex Rebbis of tha United States and (enada,

-#nd Roswell D, ucClelland, reprassntetive-of the
War Refuges Board in Switzerland, BRSO

*You, or your bank of agoount, are authorized to effect the rexittance 14~
canssd heredn by (a) payment of ths dollar smount involved to the Federel - -
Reserve Bank of New York for ocredit to the Banque Nationale Suleme, Zurieh,
for credit to the Joint ascount referred to abeve, or (p) purchase of the Swiss
franos involved from the Foderel, Heserve Bank of New York 4s fiscal agent of ' -
gh’o United States, as shsll be preseribed by the Tedsral Reserve Bank of New = -
York.n : ; - LA L TR Lok

THIS I8 WRB BURN CABLE NO, 430

5100 pumn,

. March 2; 1945
“Miss Ch;unc_:ey:{jfc’ir: 'bhe Secty); ""l:ér'z"in,'
Hutohison, NeCormack, O'Duyer, Files

COhn, VD\iBO‘iSV,"_ Gaston, Hodel, AR







TREASURY DEPARTMENT

INTER OFFICE COMMUNICATION

o Date
Uarch 6, 19454

TO General O'Dwyer

FROM - Mr. Gaston

Attention: Miss Hodel

Acting Secretary Grew called me this afternoon to tell me that he
had before him the cable to Harrison and McClelland embodying the text
of the license for the transfer of funds to Switzerlend discussed at
the recent War Refugee Board meeting. He noticed that it did not con~
tain any specific statement of the condition that in no event was any |
of the money to be paid out for ransom purposes and asked whether we
had considered that point mentioning that it was one of thé pointSacted
upon the War Refugee Board meeting. .-I told him that my thought was
that afeguard which the Board possessed was the provision that no -

payment should be made except by specific permission of the Board, which
"~ I thought would make the condition regarding ransom payments superfluous
in the license itself, He said he merely wanted to know that this
question had been considered carefully in the Treasury. I told him that
I would find out and call him back, which I did. " 'Miss Hodel told me :
"that she had consulted O'Dwyer, Pehle and Dubols, as well as-Asrons. -
about the terms of the license and they were all in agreement that the-
ransom restriction would be superfluous in the license itself.. She. .
gsaid that a special cable had been sent to. McClellsand instructing him-
in no event to submit’'a request for funds for ransom in any disguisei:

I cdlled Grew back to tell him this and he asked if that represerited

__also the- Secretary's. judgment. I-told him that the Secretary; so. far as -

I knew, .had not been'consulted on this specific point and he then asked' .
mé if I-thought the Secretary would agree. - I told him I was satisfled ;
that he would and he sald he would get the cable ofi‘ tom.ght. :







%shington Mer ry- Go-Round

By Drew Pearson

THE PRESIDENT'S FIRST
CABINET MEETING after re-~
turning from Yalta was also
"Henry . Wallace’s first cabinet
meeting as Secretary of Com-
merce, He had taken the oath-of
office only three hours before.

As the cabinet members sat
down, Wallace slipped into a
place far down at the side corner
of the table, since cabinet mem-
bers rank in the order that their
departments were created, and
the Commerce and Labor De-
partments rank ninth and tenth
on the list. .

The Presidgnt, who sits at the
head of the long table, re-
marked:

“Do I see someone over in the’

corner?”

Then, as the cabinet turned
toward ‘Wallace, the President
continued: “Tell us, Henry, did
you find a letter of welcome
from your predecessor when you
arrived at the Commerce Depart-

ent this morning?”

Wallace grinned and replied
ih the negative.

Note—Bets - were abuut even

the early morning before the
cabinet meeting that Jesse Jones
would show up at the meeting as
Federal Loan Administrator:
Jones has been going to his of-
fice every day, signing .official
“letters and sitting:in on War
Production Board meetings, de:
spite FDR’s letter-asKing for his
resignation. Later:that morning,
" however, “the : President’ made

Jesses" status. ver'y clear when,

at-a press conference, he re-
ferred to him as the “ex-Secre-

arm illaslping

wants most for fighting—are be-
ing denied the Army.

his support for tihe Tydings
amendment, but said he saw no

on the subject, San Diego's Jzac,
a wounded and decorated leu-
tenant commander in the last
war, came out against the Tyd-
ings amendment,

“If we turn this resolution
down, maybe the Senate will
have backbone enocugh to throw
out all legislation that interferes
with the winning of the war,”
Izac continued, “The 340,000 boys
on .he farm are ro more precious
to their fathers and mothers than
are the other boys who have
been- taken away and are now
serving in the Army and the
Navy."”

After several hours of debate,
however, the House passed the

not before the althor of the reso-
lution; John Flannagan of Vir.
ginia, was called upon to déefine
what he meant by an “agricul-
tural occupation.” Republican
Congressman Clason of Spring-
field, Mass., was afraid the words
might be interpreted as referring
.only to men growing or handling
crops, Flannagan assured him it
included also poultry drmers and
livestock farmers.

Jews Buy Freedom

DISPATCHES .- from  neutral
countries tell of one significant
move by:-the Nazis: indicating
that the’ jig is about up.
For a long - time,” persecuted
Jews inside Germany have. tried ..

tary of Commerce and -ex-Loan :
'

Administrator.”
Farm Bloe Functmns

SOMETIMES THE CONGRES-

SIONAL FARM BLOC. feels its
oats to such an. extent that it
demonstrates its power just for
the fun of :it.- t
happened when the House passed
the Flannagan resolution—which
"does nothing more than say that
. Congress considers a law it passed

- two years earlier still should be

That was what *

observed. Thi,s,l»awﬂis_ the Tydings

-.amendnient - to," the - Selectivé

Service. Act whlch providés for -
the deferment of farm workers. ..

-, The House spent several hours
trylhg “to - decide -whether
shodld pass ‘the .new: resolytion,
“eve:
: wou
Congressmen- like Ed " Iza
-~ California,-. Gene: - ‘Worley

.-~ Texas, pointed out-that all the
resolution d1d was’ rémingd | trhe;'

it -

though -everyone; kndw it
go . through;.. Hard-hi{ting.

" El Paso’s Thomason declared

- reasor to pass further legislation’

resolution by a voice vote; but.

UNCENSORED DIPLOMATIC:

o5t

to buy’ their way’ leth' .
no great. success, A few have .’
escaped  after: paying heavy
bribes, but not, many. L

Now, however, it is relatively :
easy to.get Jews out of German
inteinment camps. The cost -is
about $20 a head. It is done via
Switzerland," and already 1200
have hbeen taken out at a cost
of about $15, which goes into
‘Nazi hands, plus $5 paid to in-
termediaries.

The ‘most’ significant part is
that Hitler's No, 2 man, Heinrich .
Himmier, apparently has glven
his approval to these deals. The
surmise is that the Nazl need
money badly,

Comedian Can

Avoid Camera

Hollywood.~-Before his recent
vacation, * Vietor Moore -looked
forward to getting away completely
from anything - connected  with
cameras, photographers or studios,
but it didn't work out that way..

Relating the story to friends on
the set of *Duffy's Tavern,” Moore
said ‘that on -his: first ex¢ursion
away from home he went to fa
Monica for a deep sea ﬁshing tri
Ironijcally, he - discovered that he .
could not-venture aboard the fish-
ing - boat” .without having - four
photos taken for Coast Guard iden-
tification.

Moore, who has ‘been ph to-

{graphed thousands of times by dtu-
-

dio still photographers at no
sonal.’ expense, ‘had. to: shee out,
sl 25 for the plctures .




