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OFFICE OF THE 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 

WAR REFUGEE BOARD 

WASHINGTON 25, D. C. 

Secret~r'.i' 

~~~;;~t;~:~ 

FEB 28 1945 

::)tettinius 
, .or . en tlu.m 
Stiri . .son 

"t.- .· 
.')! 

, e~,il~ni.L'- J.,.~ t ... a", ti.H3l'0 devclOJ!<::lt Ei s·er-ios of S(~t:::cit.l 
1,_; oLi~.Liuns · .. it·. "t,,e >'L'''u: :t'or·t,:e lives .JJ.. Jovrs slill w1fJ.el' 
~.L;~~:i. eor:.t1·ol. To our ·i)est inJ.or1·1&.tion &ll .Jf lLe::e L.8.Ve l<eer:. 
_.t:.:r~ .c:..n-ins· JiPr~cl. 

l. .Gn-1~-~~·e:~~t:i.Ltions 

_ ii~,;- ~ip;,~ ,l:~';·O~~J c::!~?}l! ,-_~~J'. 1~1~~: ·-~10!1. Jo~l. :,H.:;,d:;;,, ~ 
"'"'·""-:1 ~>1. tJ.L ... u_,,, .. ue .. t Jc;,.J...L C:.J,!U!cUlULJ' c'.I'l'lVOO .. lll r.,t~.uul,l, 
·.1.\u<·e~ .. -, 1jJr ;._ er1~-~~-lJ ·;;OUPiGP ~_,lnr:e t_;c;a.r·in,_ \>i ti.!. iiil·~- a ,~ePJ..hri offer­
to cc.l t lie ·Or' :;f !;ions n.nr; exter·rd.ndion o:f J'ev:s in return for 
~JC Lons ol tea, 800 tons of coifee, 2 million cakes of Dear, 
[,.~~16. lO,COO tr--ttcl:s 11 to ·_;e nsecl unl~r on t~~-G F~useian 'frlont." Llt·er 
ctcr·c.f\.'.1 c: .. msici.oPr.tion, tnic offel' r.'fH: turnerl Clovm Lf the 1JJ.ieil 
~_:o"".:er~-~t.ent_s f:Jld. ~~J.·EnO:t r.·._ s ne-v·el~ )CPL.ittcO_ ·;)y tLe ;~:;l~itish Eutl.i6Fi~ 
ties to Po turn to 1-udti.pes_t. 

,,J1Gll t.l:o :6l'2,YHH nission i.D,iletl, Gel'Ii:Hn I'O::Jl'esen <.tives ex­
_i'l'2fo:::ecl <c: ~lesire to Jileet in Lis-rJon -;;ith Dl',_ Joc:e1!.h Scln.fn•tz, 
1::G.PTpean rc;pr-esentcti\e oi the iiLiericet~J. Jev1ish Joint D:i.stribu-

----tic1t-·G-orntli~~tee-, -Oto- itisous-s- :r;it-h~--hiin---~errfLS of t~1e FHlGc:::·,e of' -
certt;.in ·J-3YiS ~~l.1o v.:-oulCi >)e periili-tt9d to ~o t~ _SflG.ii{. Scln£,;&1~-tz, _ 
Et.Il irr:tericG.n citizen, v-JL·~S ref1J.sed per;m.issio_n ·c;y'·-- this Go\r~J;J_rui·Jent ~ 
to meet ,\1 th tree Ciestaro I'epres ent;;,tivos. ·· 

At this point, tl1c'r GerJ!,mis ~/Y'CJtJOsecl to 1neet on tilt~ Aus tro- . 
Sd ss frontier with S&.ly ~,,:ayer, a Sv,iss citizen and. representa..:. 
tive in Sv:itzedana of the .PJneriean Jewish J-oint Distribution 
COTIIlt1ittee; to cliscus.s t.i.:e l'ele&so ofirJev;s i'rOllL Gerri;£.n'-conholleCJ~ . 

--- T::nez.s. U)on th'e strowc recollllilGlld?,tio:ti of the D:o<J_ra 's reo!'ese'nta­
bve in Bem, Roswell LcC}cellB.nd, e.nCl solely_ to ;;ain tim~ for 



,. 

t~,_i:s ·_o~::~l"l_-.:. __ :~.:.-.L r.,._PJecl. t~lL-:t S:.LLu _ 
i["_;c:.t~~:=:.i·J~:::. ;.. ~-· i..=. ~~,;·.ir,j:3 0i·i:ize1·~ C.Ji(~~ 

c.J 81' ,,,i Jl t 
Lccl;:n• of 
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,l~. :;rt -~iC.~-iJ8 f.~.J:·_."t-~ 1SJ!ii.:. . i:b.~ ... _l ·-tj ·tt.,.l_;~.· 

~:. t~: ,, t;~: ;;~t~ ~:t:t:; · ~ ~: ~~~·:.~~: :,~ ~:, :~~,. ~;: i:~t{: ::::·t:~m~·:e · 
J·-3·~·::i . .s1.-. J"oi~-1 ·~ };is ti·i l;l1 ti on COL/:i t &e e- t0.-::1~ ~):\~ t.,:-~0, OCC, Q(JO__ 3~':-i_s-'s 
~-l'<:.ncs to ::::_ ·-j o_in t :c ... cco·oJl't in_ tb.e :ilt~E~es oi· Sc~1-~- ,. . .£tJel\ &Jl;~;: ___ !~os~~,_;f3il 

I:t~ !e~~t" t o:~~~:~m~;~: E 1' :~~ct~~~~~.:;H~ ~~ t :t.~ ~, m;~ :!~~ ~~ 1 ~:~~,. 
remitted cc!lr1 is ,,-'-ill ·lhV·r:L in i -"npn-, aJlQ · 0 -(>c" -·orL ..,-.- -'-' 8. -~-~- ~---~'-~G-.. ~~. C-, r ·-· L.-~-v~~~ =:.,•/ :i•• '~~-~-.i..-_(1_~--~-- ~.l~. 1_,~~-- •· 

~;;·cc;,·cv.s 01. t.ncse ...... · .... : ... J~LrlC.-."L4-0llS 1lt..;.- t;~!~eH __ i~tJGt:lV....:u l.l,J!L . .:f .. l~t: .. _erla.ncJ. 
since t·:.~<3 n~es··se. e .. oJ Jece;·LL_-~p ;;::.3th-. 'I'-i1e L·t7.ssiall £G~cl t-ri tish· Gov'-3t~n- . 

. c1.~ts hf~vs- iJeen---l~e~t ..___0j·!.e-r~.ll~;~ c-C~vj~se·a_ ·Jl,· t(ese r~--ecot1c-.. __ t_5.\)~1s.~ -

. Gi1 l(etr:,~.B--~/- ? , t;tt.qr~-e~ [~:t;-riv_e_d __ in :~\-.=5:·t·z:~e~~l&.T1c1 1210- .-Je-v,_S ;;r_or~~· th·~­
:~1G-Fi.tF.~: Concel1trE~tion_ ·ca.J~""j ::..t .'J.:il~l:_e_sJ_eJlb~tadt..-. -T1)e·_-·~~.·.-isn_- -llr-es·s_-
s t~'.te·a. tl1:..:t tha-s·e :PefU.-~ Ge--s hb.d ~~;een Pelea-s_e-a- Ls _-the ·r-.e_snJ.t_ of 
~{·,::P,:;3·Jn-c-~l-.ilei6tit::J!_;i:.on!?_- )~~th ---~l:iXCLm.I-8._[.- c_on.9_u·c~lf2.tl b~r :fOrn~er- S1:tlss 
Fec18i;~.l Gou~n:cJl-.lot·, ~ .. ~uSS?=, :·-Lt --t~:!.ci. :r-e·qv.ef t of t)~te ~U}'"'(>P~-?-F---~-?~8c!5~-

. tive council of the ·union of OrthoiloiF&l\o:i:s of the L:niteo 
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States and Canada. The latter or;_:anization is vvell knovm to 
the ]:;OaJ'd ana the State Uepartment and has car·ried on: certain 
rescue· ana.· relief work under license of this Government throuch 
its represenb:tive in Sr:itzerl&.nd, Isaac Sternbuch. The ~~~usy ~ 
necotiations, hov:ever, ·"ere carried ori without the full knowledge 
or af'prov&l either of the .3oar·Ci or the St&.te Department. This 
Go'iermnent' s l·acili ties 1;;e1oe not used ior the tre.nsmission of 
nessages on these nezotiations betv:een the group in the D.nHed 
Stutes and its S'v;iss represents.tives. 

The I:oar·d's repr-esent&tive in Bern has advised th:;;.t 1.:usJ''s 
re.mtation is that of a Lazhi.1ile on ar_ti-conmmnist grounds ano. 
tltt.t he is interested in obtainint:, a compromise peace for 1C.ern.any. 
i:.~usy is also concerned over the rehEtoilitation of his personal 
oolitical re~utation in Sv.itzerland. He claims to have arran•ed 
:·or the l'ele'ase of the 1210 Jews with hinnnlcr personally, su_.'ported 
bJ· General Schellenber.;s, one of the top trimrtvir'ate under Hirmnler. 
l.~usJ he.s stated ti:w.t the [';roup of 1210 is the first of a series 
of like convoys to follow at intervals of one v1eek. 

'rhe onl3r string: attached to the ne;;ottations is the deposit 
of 5,000',000 Swiss ·ii·ancs to an account in Husy-'s name at the 
Swiss jJational Bank:, the functs to ·be supplied by SternbuctL, the 
Srdss reoresent<.,tive of the Union of Orthodox Rabbis. '£lie reason 
:for this~ payment is not at all clear. 1/Lusy has stated tha.t the 
money v;ould remain in S·,·:itzerland and tlte.t'11 in all probability 
the i~az.is :woulo. release it to the International Red Cross as 
arL acldi tional gentlemanly '[esture' some tirrce in the future.

11 

LcClelland reports t:b.at :t:us;y-'s acceptance of money for himself 
would not be consistent ~ith his desire to play the role of' 
heroic rescuer and f;reat humani tm,ian, 

In spite of the fact that Sternbuch claims to ivicClelland that 
l.iusy is not pressingfor themoney but rdher for favorable pr;ess 
comment in th.e United States i'or the Germans, Sternhuch,-,nithout 
EcClelland 1 s b10vdedge, arrant:ed for a paper cre~di t of 5,000,000 
Sv.1iss fra:ncs in Switzerland, 3,000j000 gtiare.nteed by a person on 
our Proclaimed List, aiicl ha.s been pressing fora remittance from 

·the .iuilericrtll Rabbinical organization. Sternbuch cl::tims that the 
funds must be sent to "him in order that the r~urther rele~:tse ,of 
Jews i:h Gernumy will not be forestalled. lie has ·led lii1sy to · 
believe that he actually holds 5,000,000 Swiss francs. 

·~· 

; r . 

,· 
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In view oi the i"act that v;e have no clear inforniation that 
the tunds &Pe C.esired for· ransom a~1cl in vieVi of the possibility 
th~t the tailure to send the Jnoney to s~itzerland fui~ht interfere 
~·,i tlt the rur-titer rele8.se of JevJS i'rmn C+ern.a;J.-controlled terr·i tory, 
it is recm,JJtended th;;,t tlle Loe.rd a:,Jr-ove the issue.n.ce of a 
'~'I'e;osur;y ~Jepar•t~J,ent license perrrti ttin~· the remittance of t!1e Sv·J.ss 
franc equiv&.lent of ,:;~l3'i ,OC;O by· tne 'Jat.d. ~ie.he.tzala .c:.mer.s;enc;r 
Committee o:,:· the lmio:'l of Ol'ti.lOil.ox ::<cCI)is to a joint account in 
&. Sr.iss oanic in ti·,e nemes of' Sterrtuch anu. ~.;cclelland., .~rovided. 
tnctt no BXl)end.itl..<re or coJ;mtibr,ent for exoono.iture of tJ.·,ese fund.s 
r.ta~" ;.Je m&.d~ \Jithout the :prior e:utltoriza.tlon of. the \·ir;.r }:efu:_:ee 





February :m, 194.5 

TOa tw. l!arons 

Subsequent to my memormdum to you dfl. l~ebruary 22, 1945, a 
meeting of the Ir.embers o.f the War ltefugee Boord lfliB collf!d .·for the 
purpose of considering the attached applie<1Jtion of the Vaad Hahatzala 
to remit ~~37,000 to Isaac Sternbuch in Sw.i.tzerlnnd. 'ltte Board de­
cided tht!t it would not be appropriate to permit such remittance to 
Sternbuch. However, after careful consideration, the Board unanilnCIUsly 
approved the issuance by the Treasury Dopartment of a license to the 
Vaad Hahatzah pennitting the remittance of tfJ3?,000 to a joint account 
in a Swissbank .in the names. of Isaac Stembuch and Hoawell JleClelland

1 Special Representative of the liAr Refugee Board, provided that the 
license clearly statid that no Part or this sum could be e~ded or 
committed for expenditure except aa authorized by specific action of 
the - Refugee Board. It was the further unanimous decisicin of the 
Board that under no ciroUlll8tances could the money in quesiion be used 
for the paylllllnt of ransmn. · · · · 

In view of the foregoing• I hereby Withdri!Jf my reoOln!IJen~tion 
or February 2~, l945iJ md request thnt the Treasury isa\le a license 
to the Vaad Iiahat•la as approved at the Board meeting today• 





( 

February 2S, 194S. 

Dear Sirsa 

rour application for a Treasury DL.partaent license permitting 
you to real.t $937,000 to Iaaac Sternbuch, St. Gallen, SwitiM"lmnd, in 
ccrmection With the Mley negotiations for the release of .Jews from 
ene~ territory was considered at a meeting of the memb«rs of the War 
Re!ugee Board held today. 

the Hoard diaapproved the iesuanoe of a license permitting 
such reraittanoe to Isaac Bternbuoh.. flol\'8Yer, the Board did appro,.. 
the issuance by the Treasury Department of a license pend. tting you 
to remit. this BUill to a joint account 1n a Swies bank in the names ot 
Isaac Sternbuch and RoaweU McClelland,, Special Representative ot the 
WP.r Retugee Board, provided that the license olearly stated tbat u.o 
part of this BUill could be expended or COJIUaitted i'or expenditure except 
as authorized by apeoif1c action ot the War Relut..tett Board. 

It was the t'urth&r unaru.oua deoieion of the Board that under 
.no circUlliatancea could · thiJI mcney be UBed. for the paYI!Mt or rans011. 
HOYtever, it 1a the understanding of the Board that leg1tilaate e:xpenaes 
may be involved in tho release of detaineea from enemy territory and 
the Board is pre.PQred to consider requeata for i te approval. b.t any such 
pal'~Hnte upon presentation ot full details canceming the purpoaee tor 
which sueh e:xpenditurea are to be lllllde. · 

Vaad .l.fahatsal.a &!ergency Coaittee 
· ot · the tbioa of Orthodox ·Rabble. 
lJ~Maeeau Street, 
New York 7,, N. Y. 

Very truly yours, 

(Signed) W.Uli.am 0 'Dwyel" 

WUl;l.aa O'Dwyer 
BxecutiYa Director 

·,· .. 
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In reply please 
refer toa 81610-A MAR 1 1945 

License No, .W-2426 

Dear Sirs: 

You are hereby authorized, so far as Executive Order No. 8389, 
as amended, is concerned, and notwithstanding General Ruling No. 11, 
to remit the Swiss franc equivalent of.$937,000 to.a banking institu­
tion in Switzerland for credit to a joint account in the names of 
Isaac Sternbuch, representative in SWitzerland of the Vaad Hahatzala 
Emergency·Committee of the Union of Orthodox Rabbis of the United 
States and Canada, and Roswell D. McClelland, representative of the 
War Refugee Board in Switzerland, provided the following terms and 
conditions shall be complied with: 

(1) No part of the above sum shall be expended or 
committed for expenditure eX<Jept as authorized 
by specific action of the War Refugee Board 
Washington:, D. c. 

. . 
(2) Any withdrawal, transfer, or payment order against 

the above joint account shall be signed jointly by 
Isaac Sternbuch, representative in Switzerland of 
the Vaad Hahatzala Emergency Committee of the Union 
of Orthodox Rabbis of the United States and Canada, 
and Roswell D, McClelland, representat:i. ve or· the 

--~War-Refugee Board in. Switzerland, · · -

,..You, or -your bank of account, are authorized to effect the 
rami ttance licensed herein by (a) payment of the dollar amount involv!!d 
to the Federal Reserve Bank of New York for, credit to the Banque 
Nationals Suisse, Zurich, for cred:i. t to the .:Joint account referred to 
above, or (b) purchase of' the SWiss francs involved from the Federal 
Reserve Bal]k of New York as fiscal agent of the Un1ted States, as shali 
be prescribed by .the Federal Reserve Bank of New York. 

- -- ,.. 

Vaad Hahatzala Emergency Committee, 
Union of. Orthodoz Ravvi s of' the 

United States and Canada, 
132 Nassau Steeet, · 
New York, New York, 

REP:LCA ;meu. 3/1/45 

Sincerely yours, 

(Sign~di I.~ C, .Aarons­
L,- .C; Aarons 
·ao~ingDire<Jtor 



MAR 1 1945 

To1 Mr. Aarons 

hom: General o•Dteyer 

There is forwarded to you herewith a COPY of a 
letter received from the American Jewish Joint Distri~ 
tion Committee requesting a Treasuey license to !>83 the 
dollar equivalent of 4,000,000 Swiss francs to the Vaad 
llahatzala. 

The War Uef'ugee Board recommends that. such a 
license be issued at onee to the American Jewish Joint 
Distribution Committee. 

··.~. 



/// 

-. 

- I ." -'~ 

CABLES: "JOINTDISCO" NEW YORK 
TELEPHONE: Lhingl~n 2-5200 

THE AMERICAN JEWISH 

JOINT DISTRIBUTION COMMITTEE, Inc; 

PAUL BAERWALD, Chairman 

MRS. FELIX M. WARBURG, Honorary Chairman 

JAMES N. ROSENBERG, Chairman, Boord of Ditedors 

AlBERT H. LIEBERMAN, Chairman, Notional Council 

FRANK l. SULZBERGER, Vice-Choi1mon, Notional Council 

JOSEPH C. HYMAN, Ekecufive· Vice Chairman 

270 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 16, N. Y. 

Vice-Chairmen 
GEORGE BACKER 
JAMES H. BECKER 
I. EDWIN GOLDWASSER 
ALFRED JARETZKI. JR. 
ALEXANDER KAHN 

ISAAC H. LEVY 
WILLIAM ROSENWALD 
WILLIAM J. SHROOER 
M. C. SLOSS 
JONAH B. WISE 

European Executive Council 
BERNHARD KAHN JOSEPH J .. SCHWARTZ 

Honorary Chairman Choir man 

I. EDWIN GOLDWASSER, Treosuter 

ALEXANDER A. LANDESCO, Treowrer · 

EVELYN M. MORRISSEY, Auiilont Treas~u 

MRS. H. B. l. GOLDSTEIN, Compfrofler 

!SIDOR COONS, Director al Fu~d fio~sing 

MOSES A. LEAVIrt, Secrefo_ry 

LOUIS H. SOBEL, AssistonfSei:re_tory 

February 27, 1945. 

The War ReftJgee Boe,rd 
1~ashington 25, D. c. 

Dear Florence: 

Attention: Miss Florence Hodel 

In connection 1·1i th the request· we havi>~Jf}~eived from _the Vaad 
Haha.tzalah for payment to them o:f the/\ equivalent of 4 1000,000 
Swiss francs 1~hich they are transferring to Switzerland, 1-1e 
~iou.ld appreciate your issuing a license to The American Jewish 
Joint Distrib'ution Committee, Inc. authorizing us to effect 
such payment.; 

-~------·-

:..-.~A~. 

Yours sincerely, 

/jl~ 
Moses A. Leavitt 

Secretary 

NAL:rl 
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E. P. ADLER, Davenport. Iowa 

SIDNEY J. ALLEN, Detroit 

ALEXANDER E. ARNSTEIN, New Yotk 

CARL J. AUSTRIAN, New York 

GEORGE BACKER, New York 

PAUL BAERWALD. New Yort 

EDWARD M. BAKER, Cle~·elcnd 

; JOSEPH BASKIN, New York 

JAMES H. BECKER, Chicogo 

JOSEPH M. BERNE. Cleve!and 

MAURICE BERNON, Cleveland 

DAVID BERNSTEIN. New 'fotk 

iSRAEL BERNSTEIN. Porllond, Me. 

JOHN l. BERNSTEIN. New Yod. 

IRVIN BETTMAt~N. 51 Louis 

JACOB BILLIKOPF. Phda_delphio 

NEWTON BISSINGER. Son fronci~.:o 

JACOB BLAUSTEIN, 8.1/fimore 

HERBERT R. BLOCH, C•ncinnati 

l. E. BLOCK, Chicago 

LOUIS J. BORINSTEIN. lnd."onopolis 

LOUIS BROIDO, New York 

ABE BRONFMAN, Monl,eo/ 

FRED M. BUTZH, Oeltoil 

EDDIE CANTOR, Beverly Hills., Col. 

LOUIS CAPLAN, Pillsburgh 

AVERY CARP, Gmnite City, Ill. 

NATHAN CHANIN, New York 

MORRIS R. COHEN, Washington 

ALFRED E. COHN, New Yo1k 

RALPH F. COLIN, New Yo1k 

AMOS S. DEINARD,t fv!inneapoti$ 

DAVID DUBIN~KY, Ne_w York 

G. A. EFROYMSON. tnJi~naPolis 
lOUIS H. EHRLICH! Kam~_H City, Mo. 

ABRAM ·1. ElKUS, N~w York 

MORR_IS ENGELMAN,- New_ Yo1k 

MAX EPSTEI~. Chicago 

lEON FALK.-~~-. Pithburgh 

MRS. _M.Y~ON·_ S. FALK. JR., _New }'ork 

JOSEPH l. FINK, Buffalo 

LOUIS FINKELSTEIN, New York 

HARRY FISCHEL, New Yo1k 

ARTHUR FLUEGELMAN, New·Yo!k 

PH!lliP FORMAN, hentqn_ 

A. -RICHARD FRANK_, Chicog~-
MAX FREEDM~N. Cle'(eland 

JONAH J. GOLDSTEIN, NeW Yp1k 

I. EDWIN -GOL~~~SSER, New 'fork 

MONROE GOLDWATER, New-York 

J._ J. GOLUB, New- York 

D_-·SAMU-El-.GOTIES,.-\_AN;-Ne'w. York 

JOEL qRoss, N~work 

REUBEN_ Gl!SK~N.:Ne-w-Yolk 

MORRI~ W. HAFT, New York 

SALM"6N P. HAllE~ Cleveland 

DAVID-E;·_HARLEM, De"nver --

i.-EO- H: :H-EIMERDINGER, Philodefphi~ 
AD.qLPH. HELD, N~"! _'(orf. · 

SIDNEY L.~H~RQl[), ~hievepoif 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

WALTERS. HILBORN, Bevelly Hills, Col, 

MRS. WALTER A. HIRSCH, New York 

HARRY A. HOllZER, Los Angele$ 

ABRAHAM HOROWITZ, New York 

ALBERT D. HUTZLER, Boltiinore 

STANLEY M. IS!\ACS, New Yo1k 

lESliE l. JACOBS, Do/los 

MORRIS E. JACOBS. Omaha 

AlFRED JARETZKI, JR., New York 

LEO JUNG, New York 

AlEXANDER KAHN, New York 

MILTQN KAHN. Bo~fon 

E I. KAUFMANN, Washington 

MILTON W. KING, Wmhinglon 

JOSEPH J_ KLEIN, New fork 

JEROME H. KOHN. J-f<J11ford 

ABRAHAM KRASflE, New York 

MILTON KUTZ, Wtlminglon 

SAUl J. lANCE, New York 

AlEXANDER A. LAND.ESCO, New York 

SIDNEY lANSBURGH, Baltimore 

.A,t BERT D. lASKER, New Yo1k 

EDWARD LAZANSKY, Brooklyn 

MORRIS S. LAZARON, Baltimore 

CARL LEFF, New York 

Al PAUL LEFTON. Philadelphia 

lEO LE~MAN, Pilhburgh 

ROBERT LEHMAN. New York 

SAMUEL D. LEIOESDORF, New· Yar~ 

EMIL W, LEIPZIGER, tJew Or.'eons 

JACOB LEV!NSON, Brooklyn 

MRS. ~AVID- M. ~EVY, New Y!llk 

ISAAC H. lEVY, New '(otk 

SA_M A. -LE~ISOHN, New York 

ALBERT H. LIEBERMAN; Philadelphia 

CHARLES J. ~LIE.BMAN: N~;; York 

MAX LIVINGSTON,. New Ha,en 

CARL. M. LOEB, New York 

JOS_EPH P. LOEB. _L!Js An~eles 

SAMUEL MARKEll, Boslon 

JAMES MARSHAll, New-York 

ARMAND MAY,:-AIIonto 

GEORGE Z. MEDALIE, 1-f_ew Y_otk 

JEROME MICH_AEL.- New _YOrk 

ABRAHt-M MILLER; New York 

HENRY MQN~!<Y, Qmoha 

CHARLES_'!/: MORRIS, Louisvi0e 

PAUL MUNI, Glen Head_. L /. 

STANLEY· C._-MYERS,.Mi~fJii 
. - -- -

MARCUS- -NADLER-, New-York 

MAX C)GUST, Ne-w York 

-NATHAN- M, OHRB-ACH;- N_cw York 

KURT P~I.SER, Pl}iladelph_io 

HARRIS. PERLS~i;IN, -Chicago 

DAVID deSOLA P6QL; .NeW-York" 

J~COB s: Pt;}-To~sJ(~·. Nevj -YOrA­

-MEYER L.- PR~NTIS; DetrOit_ 

-- .J0_S-EP~·(_M.~ P_RQSKAU~R,-- New York 

__ B~NJAMIN~-~J:-- R·Aiu~·/ :f:{eyi -~drk 

AARON S: RAUH, St. Louis 

RICHARD. S. RAUH, Pillsburgh 

A. J~ RONGY, New York 

JAMF.S N. ROSENBERG. New York 

LESSING J. ROSENWALD, Philot:!elphio 

WILLIAM ·ROSENWALD, G1eenWich, Conn • . 

MORRIS ROTHENBERG, New Yo1k 

BERNARD SACHS, New Yo1k 

BEN-SADOWSKI, Toronto 

SIMON SAKOWITZ, Hauslon 

A. L SALTZ~TEIN, Milwaukee 

E. J. SCHANFARBER, Columbus 

UlYSSES S. SCHWARTZ, Chicago 

WILLIAM H~ ·SCHWARZSCHILD, Richmond 

MURRAY SEASONGOOD, Cincinnati 

EUSTACE SELIGMAN, New York 

BERNARD SEMEL, New Yor~ 

AlFRED SHEMANSKI, Seollle 

I. H. SHERMAN, New York 

SAMUEl SHORE, New Yo1k 

WILLIAM J. SHROOER, Cincinnati 

t MENDEl B. SILBERBERG. Los Angeles 

ARCHIBALD SILVERMAN, Providence 

M. C. ~LOSS, Son Fmnci5co 

ABRAHAM SRERE, -Detroit 

JESSE H. STEINHART, Son Francisco 

EDGAR B. STERN, New Orleans 

-'.HENRY M. STERN, Rochester 

.:HORACE STERH. PhiladelPhia 

-HUGH GRANT ,STRAUS, Br.ooklyn. 

: ~RS. ROGER W. STRAU_5, New '(ork 

'FRANK-L SIJL~BERGER, Chicago 

--LEON C. ~UNSTEIN,_Philodelphfa · 

~A.'\ RON T~ITELBAUM, ·New YOrk 

·.JEROME 1:- UDELL, New '(ofk 

F. fR-ANK VORENBERG,-Bosfon 

-.M_Rs.- ~ELIX _M. WA~BUR6: New_.Yo,rk .­

MAX M. '>?'ARB_URG, f-!ew Y0i-k 

fJ:AVJD M. WATCHMAKER, Bailon 

'A_DOLPH WEll, Monlgome1y 

FR."\N!< l."WEJL, New rork 

HENRY WINEMAN,. Detroit 

MOSES ~INKELSTEIN, _Syroc.uut 

JC?NAH. B. WISE, _New_ York 

DAVID f. WQ_Hl .. St. Louis 

- M<?Rius: 'o/0LF, PhilodeJp~io_ 



COPY 

In reply please 
refer to: 81595 

Dear Sirs: 

March 1, 194'5 

License No, W~2434 

The War Refugee Board has transmitted to this·Office 
a copy of your letter of February 27, 1945, in which you re­
quest the issuance of a license Tlermi tting yo11 to effect a 
payment of the dollar equivalent of 4 1 000,000 Swiss francs to· 
the Vaad Hahatzala Emergency Committee. New York• New York. 

Pm•suant to the recommendation made to this .O!f:lce 
by the ~ar Refugee Board, you are hereby authorized 1 so far 
as Executive Order No. 8389 1 as amended, is concerned, .to 
effect the payment described above. 

Sipc.erely yours. 

·_ L ,;- 0 • Aar.on:s 
Acting Director-

The American Jewish Joint Distribution Committee, Inc. 
270Madison Avenue, 
New York 16, New York; 



la reply plttut~ 
refer to181602 

To l<r, noroli\n :1', Df.\vle, 
llfaJU1ger, 
For•1«n F\anh Control Ii$Jwrtml!ln\. 

l'rom Jl, w, o •1'1.11herty • 
Sr.ftal~l haA1Qt~li to the Director. 

. c 

... ' 

't'hue h cmclOMld fct· f0\11' tft.forvu,Uon 11nd r,:1.1id11nca 
ll. copy of UC!eliP.et tro. 11 .. 2426, 1nuod ®der eYf'ln d~h, to t.he 
v~~d R~b~t~~l~ ~ergonc7 Qo~~lttee of the Union ot Orthodo7 
n.nbb1CI of t>hfl UnUe4 llt&.htl ruu\ t~ant>ch\, 132 lh1.11Mu ~:tree$t, New 
York• >:r;w Yorlr, nutho:rldn!r U t<> ret•l\1 t.hl.\ ~~wln fr!tne ~q\\1Vtl• 
bat of $937,000 to a \1&1\klllg 1netitut1t.>n in ~wihorlto<nd t(lr 
Ol'ed\t to .~ ,1o1nt 1lCCWAt ill th& Mmell ot. hnaa ~ternbu.cb, 
re:vrenent.D.Uvc in 1W1\nrbnd of \lhe Y~d ~Mt5!tl!!t~.l!>.. i'}nfllrgancy 
Oomm1ttM cf \b~ U'nlon of Orthodox llabbh of tbe United $hh!! 
t~:nd C~n~1 ~!XIcl. lloll•&ll 1). !<tcOlolhnd, npre~ten.\ll.ti.'VO of the 
wu .t<e.futli'!ll Utml'd in Swi\v.ertnnd. · 

"~h& fund!! to be J'emit\ed u.nde-r tbh Ucsn~Je l}.l'e in• 
tendd for h~WI'>l'li\"'rlllll J"olltpO!(I&t!. . Mr. Rllt~Moro, ·roro1,gn M!eounh .. 
lJootion, :&'ed.ernl :iienl!'Ye :S111tlt ·of 1l11w 'fol'k, h11.B n.ho boan furnl!~!had 
a COJ>i' Qf thh liOOl'U!I!I• . 

------~--

·'·~. 

·: i 



11'1 repl)' Plel!lll• 
roehr to 1 8160! 

'l'o 

frora 

' : ~ u:M1i\ .:", .. 

Nro. Rut~bmoro, 
.t'ore1gn Accounh $eoUon, 
li'odes-d Reurve ll!'lnk of New York. 

•~. IK, O'tlAher-,y, 
Special Aa,latant to the Director, 

nton h onoloMd for ,your 1nfora11Uon Gnd guidnno"' 
11. comr of lhenBe 5o, W-2426, hti\Uild under even dnto, ·to the 
Vl!ed Rr.he.taab l!'JII~tl'~ncy Coe:usUtee of the UnlQn of Orthodox 
:R~bbh ot the Unlhc\ f.l't'lhlt M4 Otlruu\~, 13li lfnfl&au.· Street. 
tr&l;l York, ll!$w York, 1!\UthorUlng 1t t.o remit the SV1u frsinc 
tli\Uh.!1.lent of $93? ,000 to v. 'bt!llkln~ 1nll!t1 tutlon in Zwl her­
ll'll1d for cl'•d1 t to n J"1nt &fUlount ln th!!! n~mtu of h~ 
!St.arnbuch, Tl!!l:ll'el!l'lntl!l.U'Itt ln SvlturolMnd of the Vl!ad Hruu~t­
•sh l'.mar~6noy Oolllmlttee of the Union of Orthodox rfe.bbh Q{ 
the United M\~te~ snd r.&n~d~, and no$vell D. McClelland, 
r.-pre'llenhUve of the Wt~r llefugee Bo!Jl'4 t.n llwthorlan~~ 

~'-he fut\dt to be rem1tt,<~d udero thh liMJii'!fi 1re 
tnt ended· for bUI'Iru~i t~t~rbn. '!lUl'J}Osom. 

- .. >~­
.~,-

·.~···· 

·:-· 
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MAR 1 1945 
In reply please 
refer tor 81610-A 

License No. W-2426 

Dear Sirss 

You are hereby authorized, so far as Executive Order No. 8389, 
as amended, is oonoerned, and notwithstanding General Ruling No. 11, 
to remit the Swiss frano equivalent of $937,000 to a bariking institu­
tion in Switzerland for credit to a joint account in the names of 
Isaao Sternbuch, representative in SWitzerland of the Vaad Hahatzala 
Emergency Committee of the Union of Orthodox Rabbis of the United 
States and Canada, and Roswell D. McClelland, representative of the· 
War Refugee Board in SWitzerland, pro'Vided the following terms and .· 
conditions shall be complied withr 

(1) 

(2) 

No part of the above sum shall be expanded or 
committed f{)r exp.endi ture exoept as 'e.uthori zed. 
by specifi o aotion of the War Refugee Board, 
Washington, D~ c. 

Any withdrawal, transfer-. or payment order against 
the .above joint aooount shall be signed jointly by 
Isaao Sternbuoh, representative in SWitzerland of 

'the Vaad Hahatzala Emergency Committee of the Union 
of Orthodox Rabbis of the United States and Canada, 
and Roswell D. McClelland, repreSentative of- the 
War Refugee Board in SWitler~and. 

You, or your..bank of account, are authorized to effeot the ·' 
remittance licensed herein by (a) payment of the dollar amount involved 
to the Federal Reserve Bank of New York for credit to the Banque 
Nationals Suisse, Zurich, for credit to the joint aooount.referred .to 
above, or (b) purchase of the Swiss francs involved from the Federal 
Reserve Bank of New York .as fiscaL agent of the United States, as shall 
be prescribed by the Federal Reserve Bank of New York;. · 

Vaad Hahe.tzala Emergency Oommitt~e, 
Union of Orthodox Rabbis of the 

United States._and Canada, 
132 Nassau street,· · 
New York, new Yorko 

Sin.oerely yours, 
(Slg1lodl r,, C, brons 

L,;··c._.Aarons 
Acting Director 

·. 





. ·_;;?-:-"'' 

·~· 
, ... 

March 1, 1945 

MiJ;I!ORANDUJJ FOR . THE FILES 

The SWiss Minister advised General O'Dwyer today that it 

is anticipated that 15,000 refugees will be released to Switzer-

land shortly as the result of the Musy negotiations. 

F. Hodel 



,. 
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Re:ferenoe your nos. 881 of li'ebruury A, 1069 of !i'ebruary 1 '7, 

an<). 1176 of l?ebru.:u~y 2~~, 1946, and Department 0e no. 703 of 

The mer.Jbern of tlle ~Jar Hefugee BourO met on X.'ob:runry 2Bth 

o ·consider the application of the Vaad H..-,.hatznlo. l!:mere;cncy Com.;. 

I
. ·- ;~,.; ittee for n. license to reuit tlla Dt-1iss fr~1nc equivnlent of 

·' ·: rJ ;r93'7,000 to Isat.'J.C Sternbuch. T~ dioapproveCJ. th~ issuance 
: ,g ~ 

1 :o., E3 ~ of a. license permittinG" SUC'.h remittnnce to Uter•nbu.ch. Houevert 
P rn QC 

C :~ :o.. after ca:t•or"'ul co_ neiO.erat1on 8 the Boart3. una.nimously-e;pproved ·the 
::J .. p-~ 
0 'hi {') g; o o isEJuanca by tile Trensuryc:>f 0. lioenfle permittin[S tlleVaad 
-~-rl 

~ t 0 . ' 
c<: ;:, .2; Hahatzula. to 1;1nlte tho tle~irod remi tta.nce to a joint account in a. 

---·--.--.-·--·-

~uisc bank in the nafi'lefJ of lsMc Gternbuch, l~opro&:entntive in 

!.hri tzerl1;~na. of' tile. Va!lc1 Hahatznln t;uext;ency Cour.iittee of the 

Union or Orthodox RabbiEl of ti1e Unitea ;Jtatee nne:. Ca.naO.ap a.m1 

Ros~;ell D. i:oOlello.nd, representative of the J)ar H~]:tueee Hoa.t't1, 

provided that the license clea!lY atnteCl. thtl~ no .Purt of 

coul<l be expended or coiiilil1tted for exveri<liture except as 
. . · · . _. - . _. : c, . .· · :2 V:\fli " ';~·.; I I 1(2 ·. 

--=~ zecl by ~pecifio action of_ t!}e Ua~ 1-tetugee~ l3oar~a·~, 
- .. 

-----·----·-
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-2- #907 ~·Iaroh 2D Noon to Bern 

It Hao the further un~tnimoufl <J.ec:l.aion of the Boarrl. th::1.t 

un<ler no {repeat no) circurastances cou:tO. rlny Jmr'G of tllie r.~on~y 

be ·useo. for the payoe11t of !'(~.ncom. 

Ho,·:everp it is the unde:r>ntanO.ing of the Board that legiti­

Date ezpensee r.~ay be involved in the release of detainees from 

enemy terri tory and. t!w Boal'<l is ~)l'(ll;>l.\l'Ot1. to concider reque nts 

fox• its c,pp:rovc.\1 of nny f:uch I>ay~iei'lte in the p:r.•erent case upon 

p:r•esent:}.t:lon to the JJoaru of full G.et~'.ils conce):-nint; the pur~· 

!)ooea for uhich such en-)Jcndi tu1•ea are to be uade o 

Please auv1oo 3ternbuch of the foregoing. Text of :?roaoury 

license being icsue~d Huhatzalo. Nill }:le sent to you in 

EJeparate cableo 

'\Ifill: 11BV ~ Kll 
3/l/45 

GHEvl 
(Acting). 

(GHW} 

FMi~ · 



,. 

C~~-L. 'l'C ~~,;.;~EI.SDi: .~.D ~~CCL.d.tJJ:D, _,,· .. ~;,, _·EOJ,, DEPA'<'r_i;~';'l' fi.c.u 'nAE 
_.,Ll<l.l\..;.w.::, LC,;J-:D 

~efer~n~~your ~?s· CBl of ~eLrv~ry 8, 1069 of iebruary 17, 
c.nd 117~· 01. c.eon:_c,r/ ;.:;2, H;4,5, &.ud. 1Jepadment 1s J.:o. 703 of 
~obr~~ry 14, 1945. 

·l
1
l1e r:lernUeps of t!;.e ~:-~-hr ~-.efu t'e ·!locu•a H'tet on f,~etruc:.r"~,. 28th to. 

o t ~ • ! ' --, ~' .:_- "1 ::-. , I .. - tf o 

cons1 .. ~er- tll13 a_.:;lJllec:.-cJ.on 01 tJle 1/ae.st !::.Ei.llf---L2.ala ~raer~ __ encJ Conu1uttee 
~or a license to l'~Ait ti1e S·,;~:::s l'rL11c ecj:dv~lent of 'i'~3ci,,0~0 to 
J.St-c..c ~)tr;rnLU.Gll. ~.:.-He LOr.rcl. c1lse.::··=;rover: tne l~su&.Ece 01 a llccnse 
.:.:en.i th~1,. sue.!, Poid tta,tce to Sfer·nbuch. ~;or; ever, o.ftor _cJ,r;~fv.l 
consic:Gl'&tioE, -::lw :.:oaO. UiWnimous1;; E.xroved tl10 issu~:;nce· by the 
'.L're.:-osur~ of a lic0Yls e 1)err;,i ttin;~ t~t8 :;u .. cl haLatzala to maY.:e tl1e 
de shed Pen itt<-•.llce to a joint Lecount in &. Sr. iss ba.nk in the n£;.mes 
O:f.' lSEc<"~C S·i:ern-Gv.ch, i'8<)l'SSentati 'ie in .::J .. i tzerland Of the \JaE;(i 

"'&hatzalG. ".itcdPLency Coi~·m;ittee of the tmiOic of Orthodox l(E~-i;ds of 
the UE:ited States and Carw.da, &nd ~:osr,ell D. licClelland, represento.­
tive of the ,·,ar Lei'u::,ee Bor.1•a., _::-'l'ovic1ec1 that be license clet..dy 
s'u,te~.tlw.t no :JLPt oi' tile s~rrn ~ould 0e ?~:fended. or c~m~1itted for 
e;::;:enci.l t~_re ~c &s u:c~ bwnzeo. b;y G)!3Cll ~c a chon or tile \CJD.r 
-~e.ru~:·ee .oo.0.P{l. - .. . . · 

It I':D.E; tile further lmanimous decision of the Ioarc1 t£1at under 
llO (repee.t IlO) chcmilstances could an~-- 2E,rt of this <;;one3c oe used 
for- t~.le :f!&J'If!_ent_ oi' ,·ransonl. 

11o·.c:ever, it is t!1e uncePstuordinc of tLe Board that legitimc.te 
expenses nwy ue involved in the release of detainees fron: enemy 
territor;)' <:md the Eoanl is prepared to consiil.er requests CJ'or its 
a:;:]r'ove.l of an~·-::=:such }Ja;y·ments. i11 the pl'esent caqe ur.,on presentation 
to the Boaxd of full (!_etHils cogoerning the iHJ.rposes for vthich such c. 

exper~itur~s are to be made~ 

lnease advise Sternbu.ch of. the foregoinL• 'Text of 'Preasunr 
license oein~_; issueil to Vaail hahatzala ni1l ije sent to y~uin " 
se:parate cable.· 



··-;..,.:,.· 

. ' . ·-·..;··· 
... : .~~~· . 

GABL!t TO flAftRISON AND JIJOLRLLAND, B\>1Uf1 ~"ROll J)EPAHTJ.!FNT AND WAR Rl!lli'UClF.Ili BOM.D. 

Reference your Nos~ 881 ot Febl'Wl&7 a, 1069 ot. Februaey 17, and U75 of 
Febi'UAJ7 2ta~ l94S1 and DeparUellt11 No. 703 of Febl'IIMr,Y 14, l94Se 

The ,..bere ot the War Kelu{,ree Board met on Fllbrl~ 2ftb to oone1der the 
application of the Vaad Hahattlala &Mrgenq OOJIIId.t.tee tozo a Uceriae to rudt 

the Swla1 L'Jouo equivalent of &9.11,000 to laaac sternbuch. The Boarct die­
approved the issuance of a license permitting such r~ttanee to Sternbuoh • 

. However, a:rtv carei\al. coo~ideraticm, the ao&rd u~ approwd the iesuance 
b7 the TJ-eaii\II'Y of a l:l.cenu pu'lld.tt1ng the Vaad lfatui.tsala to aake tho delired 
nad.ttuce to a joint account 1ft a SWiss bank in the. n~~~~ee ot Ieuo Stel'llbuob, 

·;'t~~entative 1n S1d.taerlud of the Vaad HahatAl& Eul'genoy Coard.ttee ot the - .• -,, ... ,..~l·TI"' • 
' 

UAS.on of Orthodox Rabbis of . the thdted state• and. GaNlda, and RoneU ». li1Clellalld, 
:representative ot the War Refugee Board, pro'Vl~ that the license. olul'ly atated 

~ that no part of tllo 8UII ooulcl be ctJil*idN or ctllaitte4 for exp&nditure ~t 
ae authoriled by 8peoitlo anion of the \'/AI' Rttfugee Bo&N. 

It wan the .fUrther unanilllous deciaiol'l of the aoart'l that lladeJt· no (repeat not any part of .. 
. oircuutancee ooul.cV'thielllODey be UA4 to~ tlie ~···ot ran-. . .. - : . 

Holrevw, it le ttie \Diderat.aJ;MUng of the .ao.rd that legttiute upen ... JIIlT . 
- ~ . be 1nTolftd 1ft tl•. MldN or deu~ 1'l'oa enltiQ' tvritoa'T and t.h4t· Board t• 

prepared to aon8W.Z. l'e<lueate tor it• apprcwal ot &DJ' ncb payDentll in ibt 
preeeot c ... upon pnuntat.le \o U.. ao.a-d·· of :ftlll dataU. · cODCifl'lling the. p• 
poaee tor Which .Uoh elqM!bdlturea are \o be •••· 

Plctase actdee SMinbuOJl et the torep1q. , Ten or TN&8UI'J uc.ase ~ 
iieued to 'fUd &battal& ..w. be ._, to 10\1 ia ..,...u ollbU., . 





_/ LC 
DEPARTMENliHbution of ··ruOIITGqJNG 

OF I'ead:i.ng only by spoCiaT p.m. 
DIVISION OF 

·cENTRAL SERVICES 
STATElrrancement. (..iiliU!!t1fSLEGRAM TEL~EGRA HSECTI.·<j('l 

c;,,.. . ..-· /s::.flf, 
~-_:·~-- .. ~~-.:· :~.--:•. ; . 

.. l~~l>G:::~~u l ::::, ,;:~~-'.-,~:; .:~"~~41· CO NTR 0 l. COPY 
058 be closely ~uarded. . ---- ..... _... . -

'iile cable belou f'o:r H<.'.I'J'ison anu LcClcllnntJ. from Denn:rtment 

Heference Dapur·tr.1ent 1 r:1 no, 90'7 of iiarch 2. J. f}45. 

·..tl.iU.i':t:; lou ur•e lwl'cby nv.t!wrl:wa, co ft:r :J.B Sxccutive Crder 

nullnc:; Eo. 11, to remll;tilt~ J~:ins frn.nc equival;:mt of' :~··3'7,_000 to 

c. bD.ni~inc lnetitution 1n ;~;ritgcrlnnd for Cl'etlit to a joint twcount 
·::-- '-··- -~ . ,.___ ~. - --.· 

in tue na;:loe of Inan.c Utex•nl>uch, :repreeent:;,tivoc'ftf"';J{¥1$,zei'lli.fl'cl. of 
• - - . . - . -,~; "",:''.C:- :_ 

trw' £'ollo;·:ine terr,J~:: M<1 eon:U t1om1 · 11haJ.J. be complleO. Pith: 

{1) 

(2) 

no ;~£.1.r'ii ·of t~,c ubovo nu!a sk11i 1}e CXl)eno.ect or 
COwfil:l. ':;te{~ for e;>}J9!1(litv.r•e C~{Oej)t O.S nuthbrized 
by G!jecific act:l.on of tile i·Jc.:;:> P.efugee ,llOQ.!'cl., 
:·L\Ghlnt::ton. D~ o. · ·- -
,\.ny ':d. tftil.rt:?~M.l.. trnnefer 9 or JlG.y~;ent or(Jex' agn:inst 
tlw above. joint account flh,':!.ll be sic;ne1.1 jointly by 
lflaa.o J.t~r.nbuch,, roprer:entntiire in Juitzorland of 
t!le Vaafl H~,h~>.tzalt\ ::Loel"Cency- Coi:-..r.d ttee of t.li:e Union 
of Urthodox Rabbis of the lln:l.tett. ::Jte.ten Gno. 0C'.llac1.tt, 
nm1. Ros,rel.l D. iicOlelland, rcpresentn.tive of the 

l!a:r 

. DECLASSIFmn 
~tate ~Dept: Lette~, 1;11.72. _ 

· By a H. ~8X~ ])'.-~ EP 2 7 
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/ 

' 
-2-//958, r.rarch G, 1945,9 p.m., to narn 

liar H.efugee Doaru. in Du1 tzerlanc1.. 

YGu p or your b~-:.nl~ of ac(:OI.mt, ~\re au tli.orizeii to ef·i'ect tlJe 

rer.Ji ttnnce licensed J:wreln by (o.) ~)[\Yf.Jent of t~1e O.ollo,r r.lmount 

invol votl to the l•'ede:r·al Fle serve .Dnnl: of tfeu York for ore eli t to 

the Bo.nque Ilatiorulle Sv.issa, ~uri ell•, fo:r creO.i t to the Joint 

account refer:r'tl t:1 to eJ'Jovo P or (h) pur•cho.oe of ·~no S~r1sa trnncs 

invol vetl. fror;i the l•'ederal fleEJerve ilan!~ of lie,.; Yori~ as :finco.I e,eont 

oi' the United ~)tates, c,o shnll be )H'eec:ribo<.l. by tho f·eo.e:r.ctl Heoerve 

taW; lli :.V :i\G 
3/6/46 

./' 
,·.I 

BC \IE 

GREW 
(Actinc) 

EE 



,. 
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QAJILE TO lfARlUSON AND JVOl&LAHD, BJlJ!N1 FROJ.f l)EPART!E.NT lllJD .WJIR RF;'FlJO~E BOARD 

ot ~oh , 1945. 
Folloring 1e text of Treasury Ucenae No. 11-2426 iasued to Vaad Hahatsala• 

•You are hereby authorized, eo fill" ae Kx'eoutlve Order no. 83891 as amended, ie oOMel'Md, and notwithstanding Oenenl Rul.J.IIi Mo. ll., to rfJIIIit the Sldee franc equbalent of $9371000 to a bankins 1netit.uUOll in SWitaerlAnd. tor cndit to a joint acoCNnt 1n the lllllllel ot lsuo Sternbuoh, repn•entat1w 1n SWithr­land of the Vaad Hahattllla IMrgenoy O!Milttee ot the lmion of Oribodex Rabb1a ot the tmi,ted States end Gmtada, and Ro8Ql.l D. J.!cClel.JMld, representative or the War Re.t\lgee Board in Sld.tserland, proVided the i'ollaw.lng t81"118 and conditione shall be ooq>lied witha · 
(l) No part ot the above IJWil ehall. be .xpended ar oa.dt.W £or PJ*ldlture except •• author1Md by speo1tic •ott.on of the War Retugee Board, washington, D. o. 
{2) Any withdrNl, t,raneter, or p&)1211ent order against th& above joint account. shall be elpecl jo1ntJ.7 by I suo · Stembuob, repreaentatbe 1n SW1Uerland ~ the VUd Hahataala Eurgenoy eo.d.ttee of the Ul:don o1' Orthoda Rabble ot the 11a1ted Statea and Otmada, and RoanU D. aaOlell•IMl, repreeentatbe ot the War Refugee Board in. SWitserlande 

·, llfou, or your bank ot aoalaUlt, .are authorl•ecl to etfeot the remttanoe u­ctnllecl hereil\ by (a) pa)'II!Mt of the d.oll.&l' IUIOlJnt involwcl to the FecWwl · Reserve Bank of. New toric tor- credit to the BullU latloDalAt Suieee, Zurloh, . tor credit to the Joint aaaoWlt referred to above, or (b) J)\JI"obaM ot tNt. 8w1ae b'Ano. f.r.rt'olwcl ti'Git the FIJdeloal BeQI'W Bank of .,_. tol'k .. ftual agtnt .et ' the Vnited state•, •• ahaU be preaoribed by u. redeal ~ ll8nl&: ~ In York." · · · · 

THIS IS WHB BERN. CADLE NO. 430 

5:00p.m. 
Marcl:l 2:, 1945 

Miss Chauncey {foro t,he Sec 'Y); .AJi:zin, Cohn,o :ptil3ois.i Gaston, Hodei, Hutchis~n, McCormack, O'Dwyer, Files· 

; _:, 

·.'*, 
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TREASURY DEPARTMENT 

INTER OFFICE COMMUNICATION 

.Date 
:Liarch 6, 1945• 

TO General O'Dwyer 

FROM Mr. Gaston 

Attention: :W.ss Hodel 

Acting Secretary Grew called me this afternoon to tell me that he 
had before him the cable to Harrison and McClelland embodying the text 
of the license for the transfer of funds to Switzerland discussed at 
the recent War Refugee Board meeting. He noticed that it did not con­
tain any specific statement of the condition that in no event was any 
of the money to be paid out for ransom purposes and asked 'Whether we 
had considered that point1mentioning that it was one of the point5acted 
upon ,W the War Refugee Board meeting. I told him that rrw thought was 
that.·Hafeguard which the Board possessed v1as the provision that no 
payment should be made except by specific permission of the Board, which 
T thought would make the condition regarding ransom payments superfluous 
in. the license· itself. He said he merely wanted to know that this 
question had been considered carefully in the Treasury. I told him that 
I would find out and call him back, which I did. :W.ss Hodel told me 
that she had consulted O'Dwyer, Pehle and Dubois, as well as Aarons 
about the terms of the license and they were all in agreement that the 
ransom restriction would be superfluous in the license itself. She 
said that a special cable )lad been sent to McClelland instructing him 
in no event to submit a request for funds for ransom in arry disguise., 
I called Grew back to tell hini this and he asked if that represented 
also the Secretary's judgment. I told him that the. Secretary, so far. as 
I knew, had not been: consulted on this specific point and he then asked 
me if I thought the Secretary would agree.· I told him I was satisfied . 
that he would and he said he would get the cable off tonight. 

A/a .. · 
/II~/ 

,· 

, -~- . 
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__ ____ m1Jt tuiK~~f•st _ 
l£ashingtotz JJJ.ury-Go-Round 

By Drew Pearson 
THE PRESIDENT'S FIRST 

CABINET MEETING after re· 
turning from Yalta was also 
Henry . Wallace's first cabinet 
meeting as Secretary of Com­
merce. He had taken the oath -of 
office only three hours before. 

As the cabinet members sat 
down, Wallace slipped into a 
place far down at the side corner 
of the table, since cabinet mem· 
bers rank In the order that their 
deJ?artments were created, and 
the Commerce and Labor De· 
partmcnts rank ninth and tenth 
on the list. . 

The Presidof)lt, who sit• at the 
head of the long table, re· 
marked: 

"Do I see someone over in the · 
corner?" 

Then, as the cabinet turned 
toward Wallace, the President 
continued: "Tell us, Henry, did 
you find a letter of welcome 
from your predecessot• when you 
arrived at the Commerce Depart· 

!
ent thi• morning?" 
Wallace grinned and _replied 

the negative. · 
Note-Bets were about even 
the early morning before the 

cabinet meeting that Jesse Jones 
would show up at the meeting as 
Federal Loa n Administrator. 
Jones has been going to his ofw 
fice every day, signing offlcial 
letters and sitting in oil war 
Production Board meetings, de-' 
spite FDR's letter asldng for his 
resignation. Later that morning, 
however, the President made 
JesSes' status very clear when, 
at. a press conference, he re.: 
ferred to him as the "ex-Secre· 
tary of Commerce ·and ex-Loan 
Administrator.'' 

Farm Bloc Functions 
SOMETIMES THE CONGRES· 

SIONAL FARM BLOC feels its 
oat. to such an extent that it 
demonstrates its power just for 
the fun of it. That was what 
happened when .the House passed 
the Flannagan resolution..,-which 
does nothing more than say that 
Congress considers a law it passed 
.two years earlier still should be 
observed. This law is the Tydings 
amendment to, the Selective 
Service Act which· provides for 
the deferment of farm workers. 

The House· Spent several hours 
try~ to decide whether it 
sho ld pass_ the--n-ew· resol~tion_, eve though ·everyone kn w it 
wou go through; Hard-hi tirig 
Congressmen like' Ed Iza of 
California,- Gene Worley of 
Texas, pointed ouLthat all the -
resolution' -did was' remind the 
Nation that 340,000 men frorrt 18 
to 25-the age group' the Arin~L 

wants most for fighting-are be­
ing denied the Army. 

El Paso's ~homason declared 
his support for the Tydings 
amendment, but said he saw no 

· renso~ to pass further legislation 
on the subject, San Diego's Jzac, 
a wounded and decorated· lieu· 
tenant commaltder In the last 
war. came out aninst the Tyd· 
lngs amendment. 

"If we turn this resolution 
down, maybe tile Senate will 
have backbone enough to throw 
out all legislation that Interferes 
with the winning of the war," 
Izac continued. "The 340,000 boys 
o·n .he farm are ro more precious 
to their fathers and mothers than 
are the other boys who have 
been taken away and are now 
serving In t'le Atmy and the 
Navy." 

to buy their way OUt;-lmt-with 
no _great success. A few have 
es~aped after· paying heavy -· 
brtbes, but nQ1_ many. · 

Now, howeyer, it Is relatively 
easy to get Jews out of German 
internment camps. The cost -is 
about $20 a head. It Is done via 
Switzerland, and already 1200 
have been taken out at a cost 
,of about $15; which goes Into 
Nazi hands, plus $5 paid to in· 
termedlaries. 

The most significant part is 
that Hitler's No, 2 man, Heinrich 
H:immler, apparently has given 
his approval to these deals. The 
surmise Is that the Nazi need 
money badly, 

Comed-ian Can\ 
Avoid Camerad After several hours of debate, 

however, the House passed the 
resolution by a voice vote; but Hollywood.-Before his recent 
not before the atithor of the reso- vacation, Victor Moore looked 
Iutton; John Flannagan of Vir- forward to getting away completely 
glnla, was called upon to define from anything connected with 
what he meant by an "agrlcul- cameras, photographers or studios 
tural nccupatlon." Republican but i: didn't work out that way._ ' 
Congressman Clason of Spring- Relating the story to friends on 
field, Mas• .. was afraid the words the _set of "Dttft'y's Tavern " Moore 
might be interpreted as referring said that on · his Jl'rst ~ursion 
only to men growing or handling away from home he went to t;;lm,ta 
crops, Flannagan assured him it Mon~ca for .a deep sea fishing tri)t. 
included also poultry ·armers and Ir~mcally, he· discovered that he 
livestock farmers. could not venture aboard the fish~ 

J B F 
lng boat without having four 

• ews uy 'reedom photos taken for Coast Guard iden-
UNCENSOHED DIPLOMATIC. ~ification. - . · ~ 

DISPATCHES_ from neutral Moore, who has been ph to­
countl'ies tell of one significant graphed thousands of h_'mes by u· 
move by -the Nazis indicating dio still photographers at no r­
that the jig is about up. - sima! ex·pense, had to shee out 

For a tong time, · persecuted I $1.~5 for the pictures. 
Je,~~ ~~.i~~" ~erman~_~a·ve_ triect 


