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Maxooh 13, 1945 

}1E.!10RANDUM FOR THE SECRETARY'S FILES: 

The Secretary met with Rabbis lalmanowitz, Kotler an~ lorff 
and Mr. Bunim at 3:15p.m., Maroh 13, 1946. General O'Dwyer and 
Mias Hodel of the War Refugee Board were also present. 

Rabbi Korff opened the presentation tor the rabbinical. 
group stating that they had come to see the Secretary on three 
matters: (l) the problems involved in the restrictions 1m­
posed on the remittance of the $937,000 to Isaac Sternbuch; 
{2) the obtaining of transportation trom Switzerland into Genany; 
and (3) the evacuation ot refl.lgees from Germany to Switzerland by 
means of transportation tac111ties provided from Switzerland. 

The Seoretarr preefaoed h1a remarks by stating that he would 
speak to the group very frankly as a government official and 
with deep and sincere sympathy tor their work. He then explained 
that our Government's primary concern today is the winning of the 
war and the protection of American prisoners of war; that with1D 
this framework, the high officials of the Government responsible 
tor War Refugee Board activities have been unremitting in their 
etforts to accomplis~ the purposes for which the Board was 
created. He explained that the attention that has been given to 
War Refugee Board matters during the waging of a war has been 
amazing and that the accomplishments to date have been remarkable. 
The Secretary stated that, because of the primary concern of our 
Government to win the war, thct only decision which co~.tldbe reached 
in the Musy matter was·the one made unanimously bJ the Board me•~ 
9ers at a special meeting called for the sole parpose of diso~.tssing 
that problem. ThiS deoieion vas that no payments tor ranso• to 
the Germans could be authorized bJ •his Government~ However, 
because of the possibil1t7 that the money in Q~.testion might be 
needed tor leg1t1laate expendUures and because or the Board's . 
concern over the saving ot the lives or the persecuted m1norit1ee 
inside Germanr, the remittance 1n quest'ion was approved whh cer­
tain safeguards. 

The Seoretaey then stated that theJews in America ooul.d 
bring great harm to themselves and dangerous ant1~Sem1tio public­
itT it it should ever be revealed that anr American Jews were 
dealing d1reotlJ w1th Rimmler tor the rescue of Jews from German­
controlled terrUory. 

Mr. Bun1m, speaking tor the rabbis, stated that thef appreo1.­
ated the viewe expressed by the Secretary but that they 1'el1i th&t 
the lives 1nvol'fed were so important that humanitarian considera­
tions should prevdl 1n this case and that the sav1Dg of mo:r.~ 
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lives might well be forestalled by the restrictions imposed ~pon 
the remittance in question. He then argued that the req~irement 
in the license to refer back to Washington every request tor the 
use of the money 1n question would involve delays and possibl7 
endanger further rescue operations. He requested, that with 
respect to the million Swiss. francs alrekdy remitted under the 
license permission be granted to spend this amount for legitimate 
expenditures upon the authorization ot Mr. MoO~elland, the Board 1s 
representative 1n Switzerland. The Secretary stated that the re­
quest to so modify the license was reasonable and General O'Dwyer 
and Miss Hodel concurred. The Secretary then stated that an 
appropriate oable would be drafted and cleared with Secretary 
Stimson and secretary Stettinius. 

With respect to the problem of transportation facilities 
from Switzerland to Germany, the Secretary explained that the 
Board was exploring every possibility of obtaining adequate truck­
ing facilities tor the delivery of relief through the lDternational 
Red Cross to civilian detainees. He explained that the War Depart­
ment had agreed last week to recommend to General Sisenhower that 
trucking facilities be made availabla from United States arm7 
stocks for this purpose and General O'Dwyer stated that at the 
same time MoOlelland is making every effort to obtain transporta­
tion equipment from private sources inside Switzerland. ,He added 
that the Swiss Minister had agreed to reoommend to his government 
that Swiss Government transportation equipment be made available 
for this purpose. It was explained that transportation equipment 
m11st be obtained if any relief 1s to I'eB._cb these-people and if 
any of them are to be rescued to safety 1n Sw1t~erland. 

As to the third question, 1t was explained that the plan 
being developed~c'by the War Refugee Boai'd envisage• the use ot . 
relief delivery trucks tor the evacuation of physically unfit 
detainees from Germany to Switserland. In addition, it was also 
explained that the president of the Iaternational Red Oross is 
now in Germany c11souss1ng with high German, officials the possible 
use tor such.evacuations of trueke being u.sed.for the delivery of 
prisoner of war packages. · · 

At the conclusion· of the meeting, the Rabbis presented to 
the Secretary a written memorandum covering the points which 
they had made in their d1sousaion. ··. 
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(EMERGENCY COMMITTEE) 

132 NASSAU ·STREET 
CROOM 810) 

NEW YORK 7, N, Y. 

PHONE RECTOR 2•4238 

March 15, 1945 

General William o 'DWyer 
War Refugee Board 
Treasury Department 
washington, D.C. 

·Honorable Sir: 

We respectfully submit for imrued:l,ate consideration, amendment 
of License #W2426 with respect to one million Swiss francs remitted 
on March 10, 1945 to the account of Isaac Sternbuch and Roswell 
Mcclelland in the Credite Swiss, bank in Berne. 

Condition One of the License reads: 

"(l) No part of the abov@. sum shall be expended 
or committed for exp'endi ture except as 
authorized by speci fie action of the war 
Refugee Board, Washington, D.C." 

It is very obvious that our representative will need funds 
for routine expenses such as transportation, food, documentary fees, 
supplies, and personal services. At that moment he may have suffic­
ient time to submit these items to Mr. McClelland but 1 t would be 
most hazardous for the rescue work involved to delay decision on these 
expenditures until Mr. McClelland would communicate with Washington 
and wait for a reply. One hour may cost thousands of lives. 

Mr. McClelland no doubt is a trustworthy and capable representa­
tive of the War Refugee Board and is fully apprised ()f the spirit pre­
vailing in the War RefugeeBoard and the several departments compris­
ing the Board. We therefore request that he should be. authorized at 
his own discretion to release the above million francs recently re.,. 
mit ted for the above outlined purposes and similar purposes. · 

Need we call your attention to the fact that time is of the 
essence! 

Vaad Hat zala Etnergm cy Committee 

Rabbi Aron Kotler 

(Jv~~ vtH, 0-~ tttPC:fil_ 

:::::~~rs 
To utili:te the -Possibilities for T scu~ f E roPe(l-n J~wry Where- the 

V a a d H a h a t z a I a program is especially needed• 
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Suite 919-920 

NEW YoRK~_7, J:-1. Y. 

Attention: Mis~ Hodell 

General William O'Dwyer 
War Refugee Board 
Treasury Department 
washington, D.c. 
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4.· .. ~ 

"'···-" ... 





-

Beoretary Morgenthau 

Mise Hodel 

MAh 2 J 1945 

- ·:t?.:5·. 

Xou will reoall ~hat when the Vaad Hahatzala (Rabb1 
Kalmanow1tz, etc.) called 'on you le.at week they requested 
that consideration be given to an amendment to the license 
issued 1n the Kuer case. Specitioallf, they requested 
that, with respeot to the l,ooo 000 Swiss franos remitted 
on aooount on Maroh 10, permission be given to Mr. MoOlelland, 
the Board's representative, to authorize expenditures for 
suoh items as tranaportation, documentary fees; food and 
other supplies and services without prior reference to 
Washing'ton. 

At the conference, you indicated that this was a 
reasonable request. 

Following the meeting, General O'Dwyer discussed the 
matter with Mr. Grew and Colonel Gearhardt of Mr. McCloy's 
office. Mr. Grew stated that be would have no obJection to 
euoh an amendment provided that McClelland w~re instructed 
again that no part of the l,ooo,ooo Swiss francs could be 
used for ransom. Colonel Gearhard~ ind1oated that the War 
Department would also approve the amendment on that basis. 

The attaoh,d draft of a oable to Bern advising 
Mo0lellan4 'tlia.'t'*'the War Refugee Board has approved suoh 
an aaenlment is submitted !or your approval. Copies have 
alao been sent to Mr. Grew and Colonel Gearhardt tor State 
and War olearanoe. ., · 

. ' 

FH:hd 3/20/4}) 
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At the request of the Va&d Hanat.aala the war Refugee ~oa~d 

hail aoprowd mn amendment ot Trea11u.r:v 11oenue No. '11•2426, text 

of which was o~ble4 to :vou on Mnroh 6, 1946 (Departmnnt•s 

No. 968), The Q!llendment pxoov1dee that, solely wi\h respoot. t.o 

tha l,ooo,ooo Udu f.rnnoa re111Ued by Vaad Rabetaala on Mr,.rcah 10 

to the Joint eocount of leaao St.e.rnbu.oh end Hoewell Mo0lellan4, 

@Xoend1tures may be auth~rlzed by you as raprenentative of \he 

floal'd, witho11t •Jr1or reterwnoe to the Uoard 1n Washington, for 

s11oh lesitllu.t.e exoensee a& tt•tmB.,:.or~-, t1on, doou.me~~ery feen, 

food and other supplies and eerv1oea. 

In approving this artendment., the aoai'd nold:t~ yo11 responsible 

to see to it that no (repeat no) port of the t,ooo,ooo f:.wlss frru1os 

1a ue.a fer ransom. Ae yo~ we~ advls$4 on M$¥'Ob 2, the memoe•e 

of the aonrd unanimo~ely deo1ded that no payments for ransom will 

oe authori&ed. 

PltUiae keep l!Joatl'd f~lly inform9d of &ny pa:,vmsnts wllion al'e 

suthor•lzed b¥ yoLi WW.a.r tible amendment. The te:ltt of the amend­

ment. '"'ill be sent in seps.rate oe.ule~ 

i'H:hd 3/17/45 
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TO: Mr. Warren 

FROM: Miss Hodel 

MEMORANDUM 

MAR2o J945 
--~ 

In accordance with General O'Dwyer's o~nversation 
with Mr. Grew last week, there is forwarded to yo~ here­
with for Mr. Grew's approval a proposed cable to Bern 
on.the amendment to the Vaad Hahatzala license. The 
amendment to the license will not oe iss~ed by the . 
Treasury Department until the attached cable has been 
dispatched to Bern. 

It will be appreciated if you will advise us 
by telephone of Mr. Grew's views concerning the pro­
posed cable. 

-----·-- -----'--~--- ·...---:-...-· -·---. ~--------· 

~ 
FH:hd 3/20/46 

........... 



OABLE '1'0 HARRISON, Bl!.'RN, lt'OR MOOL~i:LLANU fROM WAH HM•'UGEc.. .OOAHD 

At the request or the Vaad Habatzala the War Refugee Board 

baa approved an amendment of Treasurr l1oenee No, 'fl-2426, text 

of wbloh was oable4 to rou on Marob 6, 194& (Department's 

No. 9&9). The amendment prov1dee that, solely wlth respect to 

the l,ooo,ooo Swiss tranoe remitted by Vaad Hahatzala on Maroh 10 

to the Jo1nt eooount of Ieaao atembuoh end Roswell MoOlellaM, 

expenditures ma7 be authorized by you ae representative of the 

Board, without prior reference to the Boar4_1n Washington, f~r 

suoh legitimate expenaee as·•raneport~tion; documentary fees, 

rood and other sappl1es and eervioee. 

1n approving this amendment, the Board holds -you responsible 

to see to 1t that no (repeat no) part of the l,ooo,ooo Bw!!'fs trance 

1s used :for ransom. Ae yo~a were ad.1'1sed on Marob 2, the members _ 

of 1ihe Boa~ unantmouely deo1ded that no payments tor ransom will 
be authol'i&ed. 

Please keep Board fully liatormed. ot any pa1mente wh1oh are 

aathor1.zed 'by yoa under this amendment. The text of the ·amend­

ment \~ill be sent ln separate cable. 

i'H:hd 3/17/45 

~~!r j' 
-~-
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MAR20 1945 
MEMORANDUM 

TO: Colonel Gearhardt 

FR0/4: !Usa Hodel 

In accordance with your recent conversation with 
General O'Dwyer, there is sent to you herewith for clear­
ance a copy of our proposed cable to Bern on the amendment 
ot the license i~eued in the Musy negotiations. 

The amendment will not be issued by the Treasury 
Department until this cable has been cleared and dispatched. 

~ 
~ ~ · FH:rul · 3/20/45 

fS!gn d} e Floz·enoe u , .U.t.Jt.luJ. 



A\ tbe req~es~ ot ~be Vaad Hahatzala tho Wa~ Refugee Boar4 

has llPPPOV04 llU Mltrl4men\ or Tre&!!llll')" Uoenao f4o. W-2 .. 26, tou& 

or ~blob wa• ·~~•4 So 10~ on Moroh 6, 1946 (Depar\~Ga••s 
No. 9&9). tb.e uerutmenti pzoovltlee \hati, solelf wU\h respeot 100 

the l,ooo,ooo .'J~~~h~~ ,traAos re11.&.Ued b,r-Vae-4 li&l'ulhala on M~r•ll 10 

to the Jola\ eooounll ot I!!aao tH.~mbvoh Mil ~oewtU MofJl•llan4, 

·· npeft41tures U7 be 4UA~I!Il'he4 b,y you tte .repr&aontaUve of t.ht 

Boa¥'4, ~t1\bout pr1oJII 1'4'lfer~nee lo &he tloa..N 1n W1ubirl~ton, for 

s~aon leg1Ulht• exi'•n••• as lztSJ.na~o.rt., \ion, itoo~.&mernal'y feu, 

foOil alld other !lt.tppl1ee anti eeJ'v1o~ta, 

lr1 s.ps:;rovlfta Wlb a.uncbten\, llle 8Qtu'tl il.allh YOI.l rupondble 

to eee to 1\ \bat no (repe$\ no) ~nrt or 'he l,ooo,ooo ewie• tranoe 

18 ~eea for l'Si\1011, As you Wetl"e adY1se4 on il~I'Ob 2, iho taGIAOCI'I'e 

ot ~he Bo~rd un~n~~011 deoiaed th&\ no pa1m~nta for V~A8om ~Lll 
be au.,hol'httd. 

Ple&e$ keep Board fullJ iafo~ed of any Pft1m$Als wq1.b ar• 
&u,hor1aed b¥ fou UActer 'h1a amandmoal. 

ment will be ~t•nt 1n iUtpara\e oablct. 

Tms IS WBB BEliN CABLE NO. 467 

ll:l.s-a.m. 
March 21, 1945 

... · 

----

'l'he iut ct the MUUld:;.. ~ 
' -





9ABLE TO HARRISON, BERN, FOR !IJ:CCLELLAND FRO!>i i'i.AR REFUGE.L BOARD 

At the request of the Vaad Hahatzala the War Refugee Board 

has al)pro ved an amendment of Treasury license No. '1/-2426, text 

of vlhich was cabled to you on March 6, 1945 (Department • s 

No. 958). The e.mendment provides that, solely with respect to 

the 1 1 000 1 000 Swiss francs remitted by Va&d He.hatzala on l·1crch 10 

to the joint account of Isaac Sternbuch and Rosl-7ell McClelland, 

exoenditures may be authorized by you as representative of the 

Board, without nrior reference to the Boe.rd in Washington, for 

such legitimate expenses as t;r•e.nsportction, documente.ry fees, 

food and other supplies and services. 

In approving this amendment, the Board holds you responsible 

to see to it that no (repeat no) part of the 1,ooo,oop Swiss frencs 

is useo. for ransom. As you were advised on March 2, the members 

of the Board unanimously decided that no payments for ransom will 

be authorized. 

Please keep Board fully informed of any payments which ~re 

authorized by you under this amendment. The text ofthe amend-

ment will be sent in separate cable. 

~· 





' 
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MAR 21 1945 

MEMQRANDUK 

'fO: JJr. Schmidt 

fROM: William 0 1Dw7er 

Reference is made to license No. W-2426 issued by 
the Treasury Department to tbe Vaad Haba~&ala Emergency 
Committee upon the recommendation ot the War Refugee 
Board. 

The War Refugee Board has, reoe1Yed a written re­
que~t. copy ot wh1oh 1s attached, from the Vaad Habatzala 
for an amendment or the first condition of the license eo 
as to prov14e that, with respeot to the l,ooo,ooo Swiss 
franoa remitted on Maroh lOt 1946, expenditures may be made 
as authorized by Roswell Mculelland, War Refugee Board 
representative 1n Bern, Sw1t&erland. 

The members of the War Refugee Board have approved 
this amendment and it is recommended 4hat the license be 
amended as reql.lested at once. 

For your information, there 1e attaohe4 a oopy ot 
the cable whioh the Board has sent to Mr. McClelland in 
connection with th1s matter. 

Attachments. 

FH:hd 3/20/46 
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VAAfJ UAHA'fk.Al.A 
ill~Hvi.\.»>Cil ClOJtMl'r'fr.i 

l~.a Naeaall St. 
llew 1'fol'k 

General W1ll1•• O'Dvf•• 
ler Retasee Soar4 
Trear.ury Departaen' 
Waeh1Dgton, D. c. 
Honorable llr& 

we reepettfllllf &1.\0.1\ for tmme41ate oona14era\1on, ameA4•en\ 
ot Lloeaee NW2426 w1tb reap•ot \o one a1ll1on Swlee tranoe re•1\\e4 
on Matoh 101 194& to \be •oooun\ of laaao S\$rnouoh and Roswell 
'McClelland lA \be Ore41\e nw1u1 bank 1A Born. . 

Oond1t1on One ot tbe L1oonse rea~s• 

1 (1) Mo par\ or ~be above •wa eball o• expen4t4 
or OO!Illltt~t4 for exPtndUur~ except ae 
aaihorbe4 bJ speo1t1o ao\ioa or t.l1e lifll" 
Retustse hsl"d. Waehlngton, D. C. • 

l\ 1e very obY1oat lh&t our ... proo•n•~tlve will need fwnda 
for JIOQURI IXPID&II IUAOh U 'l'fU11POI'\~UOA 1 food, d.OOilillttt.lttu"J ftee, 
sl.\pp11ea, aa4-pereuaal .eerv1o••· At the ~oaen\ h& ~sy· nava al.lffia­
iont. U.u to 81.\hU these l.teae to Mr. Mo0lellaa4 bu.t. U wolo\14 111 
aoa\ huar4ou• to• the reeoye von 1avolve4 •o 4el.•7 4oo1alon on 
'hue expen41\Yrea Wll11 ••· KoOlelland woalfl COMI.\Rloato wUh 
Waahlns;\on aDd will\ tor a reply. One ho\ll' ·1101 coot 1ibOI.\fUUlde or 
Uveo. 

Mr. MoOlell4114 no 4oYb\ 1a a tr11e\wor\b7 and oa.pable .repr•• 
*en\btlve of the war Retu.goe !oer4 and 1e tullY appr1et4 of \be 
ap1JtU preYalllAS 1rl \hi! War R~Jtu(See 8oam and t.he aeYe1'd depcu•\-
11\ffnte oovapX"1e1Di \be Bot!l'd. We therefore reqtu)s\ \hat he •boul.4 ·. 
be au.Siborl&e4 a\ hle od 41ru.n•eUoll to rel$&fH'P ,n, above .m11Uoa 
tranos .rooenUt remltfea-ror \he above-wU.ined ou&-{)oaes IUl4 
s 1tdlsl" plo\rposea. · 1 · · 

··.,., .... ·-
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Need wt oall Jour a\tentlon to the tao\ that t1me 1B ot the euenoel 

Yaad Mahataala E••~senor Ooms1\\ee 

/a/ Rabb1 Aron Kotler 

··~ 
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---r>EPARTMENT 
OFi'iout;ion 

ST A:nmg only 
.·e.ngement. 

1149 > 

The tollo,~·ine .foz• 

'l'l'l~ a~uendoent pr>ov1t1ee thl'.to solely •,;3.th reapect to thH 1,000,000 

:"J~d.se i'l"NJG(.J remitteu. }~y Ve.\\1,.'\ Ht".hnhele. on r1o.Y'ch J.O to tl'le joint 

to n~'" to it tnnt no {J?ep·>~[,]t no) Pf',rt of the 1 0000,000 lluiee trn'lca 

ie v.sed for rr:nsamo !i.s yov. t~Jere t:J111:i.sed on tlvrch 2p the. membet's 

ot: tine Boc.ra. tmUJlmt.HA81;lJ tlec:lded thot no pe,yrnentEl for. rNlS!.'lf:l t·rill 

be o;utl'lorized. 

Plee,E:a lteep Ho~~x·u. f-ully info1l"med of rtly pc.ymentc TJThich are 

nuthorizell by you uxHlcr this DJ~E'mo.r.;ent. , ~he text o:r ~~e amend­

ment '!'I1l1 be sent 3.n sepo.rt'l.te cr~ble. 

\IM :Hl-~V UtG 
3/21/45 

··- ·:_,_ 
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CABLE TO HARRISON, BERN, FOR MCCLELLAND FROM WAR REFUGE& BOAhD 

At the request of the Vaad Hahatzala the War Refugee Board 

has aoproved an amendment of Treasury license No. W-2426, text 

of which was cabled to you on March 6, 1945 (Department's 

No, 958). The amendment provides that, solely with respect to 

the l,ooo,ooo Swiss franca remitted by Vaad Hahatzala on Ma~oh 10 

to the Joint account of Isaac Sternouoh and Roswell McClelland, 

expenditures may be authorized by you as representative of the 

Board, without prior reference to the Board in Washington, for 

such legitimate expenses as transportation, documentary fees, 

food and other supplies and services. 

In approving this amendment, the Board holds you responsible 

to see to it that no (repeat no) part of 'the l,ooo,ooo Swiss francs 

is used for ransom. As you were advised on March 2, the memoers 

of the Board unanimously decided that no PBY'nen ts for ransom will 

be authorized, 

Please keep Board fully informed of any payments wh1ch·are 

authorized by you under this amendment. The text of the amend­

ment will be sent in separate cable. 

THIS IS ViRB BERN CABLE NO. 467 

11:15 a.m. 
March . 21 , 1945 

FH:hd 3/17/45 
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In reply :·loaee 
ref'er· tfH U202l 

IJoar :Jil'SI 

'l'he tlar Re.t'ube~e Hourd twa trM~~Illitt.ed to this 
Ofl'ice a copy n.t' 70U:r lett.ar "f l*.arch 15, 1945, in which 
you l'flquettt thi•t lir.:on!le ifo. rl-:i!/,.26 1&1tued to you under 
data of Mru-o.h l, 19451 oo w-nended ao ttuat, t~ith t<tu1pect 
to tl1e tJuu or l,ooo,ocx, <i'lfies f.z·anca rf*lllittod 1mt1m· uuob 
lict.1n~~e »n woh l(j, 1945, expencli'turaa may be ~aade aa 
nuthorbed bf UJ-. Ro8lfell ll. Ak~Clellend, t,ar Refugee Hoard 
reprehntut1ve 1n l!ern, Blli'llnrlwtd. 

l l'uraunnt to t.he recoMmendation liladt~ t.o thh Of.fitle 
by the Y-;w f1etu~ee !H>ru-d, lle•nsc 11'-'• '•-2426, Laitfld ~.~oove; .. 
ia hflreb)' tw:ended rm aa w ~ll't>Vide that, uoldy Ylitb respect 

. tv thfl sum of l 1 0CXI1000 S'flism tr1.1ncM rlnldttl.'ld un®r thia 1!­
oenwe on Hlll'Uh 10, 1945, OJrpEtroditureu ~'/lay be ftl.ltbwiZ<!d by 
Ut•. ~ORell ll. McClelland, as th~.l rt~;present.r;tiva in tlw:f..tzer­
lt>nd of the lfial' Refugee .flonrd, i'ot• euoh extmnaes aa 'lil•&ma­
portation, deo\tment;ley fnea, food, nnd ot!mr llltppliml tmd 
tUJM~ieea. I 

Vud .. ltoontaala v::roo:rguuQ~, (:~~~tttte, 
IJ!U.p-n nt ;JM;t!OdOl': f<abliia -1>-:f:' the . -c"· ,_ 

tlitited. Hti\tos oo(l Ganadn, .. 
132· Naae~u ~treet, 
Nm• ·York, :ltn't York. 

Orvis A. Sclullldt 
Pl:rector 
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Draft of letter to \ j Hahatzala re a~end~ent , 
oy P&rke. 

( . /': 
Dear Sirs: 

The war Hef~.<e;ee Board has transmittEd t~ tnis office a. 

cooy of y~~r let~er of March 10, 1945, in which yo~.< reque~ted 

lj~5, ~e a~ended so Lnat, with r=eoect t~ the s~~ of l,OOJ ~JO 

Sw1s3 francs r~~itLed under such license on March 10, lj~5, ex-

oend.ite<res 'nay '-'B :nade as autnorized oy R03well D. li,cC.Lelland, 

~ar Refu~ee Bm rd reoresenLPtive in Jern, Switzerland, 

Pursuant to the recommend&tion ~aJe to thiE office oy tne 

War Refu~ee Board, license No. W-24~6 cited aoove is he~euy amended 

so as V:; :•rovide VwJt, solely with resoect to t:O.e sum ~f l,O·JJ
1
0JO 

Swiss francs reo.Jitt.ed under date :Jf ivJ.arc:n l:J, Ei<±5, expenditures 

~ay oe authorized oy Roswell D. McClellan~ as tne reoresentatiVe 

in S~itzerland of Lhe ~&r Refugee Bo&rd, for s~ch expenses as 

trsr,sc:•:JI'tflti:m, docc<',1entnry fees, f~od and o1>n.er se<pplies and 

services. 

Sincerely yours, 

-~ 
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DEPARTMENT 
OF 

OUTGOING DIVISION OF 

TELEGRA
IJ/lJ;.'ch 24, .t,.~TRAL SERVICES 

STATE 
PEI1 
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by 

.,; 0W:,,.lu .... ·, TELEG·R··r_A·.·. P~-S~-C-·2··-T··· ... 11IO~ true: J1' ,.\},: . i:'\\'ICES . ·;. /"-/. '-")/~ 
spEC ia_~ '---' J 1 (.! · I )--i-'· 

ar~ ··· ~ -···· 

1204 

..... 3' v·c · .. , f r,!..---'i 1945 MAR 26 PM 4 ::,. (_-;·: ·:-\;.:~:(~-'/ ~--

DC/L 
LIAISON CONTROl COPY 

Heference Depr.rti:;ent 1 s 1149 of Horc'h E:!., 1045 {t'iRD 467) • 

i•'oll0l<J1ng is text ot r.r.tendment dc>.terJ. l:~z·ch 22 to license 

i~o. r-2426 issued to Vnnd Hrho.tzv~c i::rilez'cen:~y Comm1 ttee: 

·-~iUOTE I·ur·eul'nt to tlie recomf.lt)ndc tlon mo.de to t1l1e 

Office by the 1,; cr Refugee l3ol:'rll, llcel'i nl i·!o. ~;-2426 is 

Lu··.>:,- r.rJenued 110 L'G to proviO.e thr t, ,••olely ~;ith rePnect 

to the cuCJ of l,ooo,ooo !JuisP. frcncs r·cm1tte0. under this 

license on nnrch 10, 1!145, e'rpenll.iturtw mcy he ruthof1-

zed by rir. Roe11Jell D. ticClellnno, c·r: tn:e repret!cnto.tive 

in :.h·ritzerlnnO.. of the i:r.r Hefugee lloor:l, for ouch expenses 

co tronsportct1on, clocur.~entc:ry fees, f'ooo., rno. other su:p­

pl:l.ee rnd services. Ui'huUO'J.'u; 

HRU: VliW: KG 
3/24/46 

I 
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p 

. ·,:--o.. • ..:: 

Reterenoe Depu,aeat•e lUI of I&Hb 21, 1~4& (WR.B <;G'). 

Following le •••• ot aaen4aea\ da\et Kareb 12 \o lleenee 

No. W-24:21 lrls"lll4 to Vaa4 Hebatiaala Elael•genor OomalUeea 
1Pva"an' 11o 11be reoCMmeD4aUon ade \o thie Ottloe 

b7 \be War Ret~et Board, lloenee No. W•2'26 11 berebJ 

amende4 ao ae tio pro¥1de 'bat, aolelf with r•speot eo 
\h& l!lum ot 1,ooo,ooo fht1an tZ~anoe reuaUtecl Wlde». tble 

Uoenae oft Mnll'Oh 10, 194&, ttxpendi.t&u•eu lllliiJ be &14\ibor1-

ae4 bJ Mr. Roswell D. M~Olelland, ae tbo rep~esentn\1¥1 

1n Sw1tzerlan4 ot tbft War Refu6eo B~ar4, for ~~on expenses 

aa tnnaportt' ·uon, dOO\llllentHry teoo, food, And otber 

THIS IS WRB BERN CABLE HO. 477 

9:30 a.m. , 
Mabch 24, 1945 . . .·.· ·. · · 
Miss Chauncey (for the Sec•y)~ Cohn,-DuBois1 Gaston,-Hodel,,:.futchison,, 
McCormack, O•D.vyer, Files·. 

P,;g;;;·. 3/23/t6 



) 



artihuue 
MAR 2 iJ 1945 

__xhe Devil, Sick, a Saint Would Be-





·-

APR 6- 19~~ 

Dear Sirs: 

We have been informed by our representative in 

Switzerland that he has authorized Mr. Sternbuch to remit 

to the International Conuni ttee of the Red Cross the eum of 

500,000 S\viaa francs for food purchases and transportation 

charges, 'Under the terms of your amended Licanse No. W·2426. 
)( 

Very truly yours, 

William O'Dwyer 
E:xeoutive Director 

Vaad Haha.tzala Emergency Committee, 
132 Nassau Street, 
NeVI York 7, New York. 

w EBT:inp 4/5/45 
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-·~ENT 
OF 

STATE 

INCOMING 

1905, Mnrch 311 1 p.m. 
·' 

FOR WRB FROM MCCIELU.ND 

DEpc.rtmEnt's 1149, VJREIS 467, Merch 21 nnd 1204
1 

WRB'S 

477, Mnrch 24. 

StErnbuch has bEEn informEd of this amEndmEnt to 

Vnad Hahatza1a's licEnsE il•2426 govErning only onE 

million francs. 

Pursunnt to this nmEndmEnt Gnd aftEr thorough 

Examination of purposE, I hq:VE authorizE,c;l StErnbuch 
--·~·.---, - - .- "-

to rEmit 500 1 000 S1dss frGncs to ICRC tCi covEr EVEnt..;, 

ual food purchasEs Gnd transportGtion chargEs. ICIR 

hns ngrEEd to furnish mE with dEtailEd informGtion 

·· concErning n 11 such purchasEs or ch::-,rgE s • 

:HARRISON 

.,__ DECLASSIFIED 
"'""teD t ' ep -Letter, 1-11.72 

By ll. H. P:U:kS Date S£p 2 7 1972 

1 -
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N\l1APHRAsr.; OF ·rFit.n:Gr1AM rw.:jEIVEfJ 

American Loga.t1on, Bern 

~ ~~i::::::!:::!•~r 

F.ROl-11 

'1'0:. ··seoreta.ry o;f' Stnte,.·Maehfngton 

DA'l'b1DI 

Nt1HBr::m 

April 9, 1945 

2087 
x CONTHOt COPY 

Ull UHO!CNT. 

'Iha followinf{ rnGSI\age :from HoClelland for Gene%'al J 1D~I/Y'.f)r. 

ot i7l1B Md tor thf) D$l)a:rtmerat ~a tranetdtted. 

A6oompan1ed by IHernbuoh, l1uoy w11o hrad Just o.ome bac~ . . ' . 
. . . . 

from }l1a most reoent tr1t'l to IJemany,. Called on me on the 8th 

of April tfith the 1nfonnmt1on and proposals g1von belotq-1 

H1mrnler, 5ohellenbEJrg, n.nd anothar as genor111 Mm$d Gehring, 

who wae uesc.:r1bed by. HUsy ae bdng. the head of Gei1nan oonoel"ltl'a .. 
- 1 - • 

t1on oarnp ayatem, t>Ter~ called to a meet1DJJ on April 3rd or 4th 

by Hltler t•rho ha.(lleamed of negot1at1ono of the SS \0 raleas.e 

certain Ol\tegor1es ot $chutzhattl1ne;e, and Hitle%' wae opposed 

to ariy auoh releale, .the releaae ot Jews es£ec1all;y. 

Aooo¥'d1rigl.y, prepnraUons were etarted~f~or th& evacuation 

on :foot toward a Nas1 Redu1 t in the south, ot t1tteen IIU\Jor 

. oonoentrnUon camps. 
··-~~ 

·.~· 

Hlmml.er and ~l~h*llenbers.nevertheleri!B declared tl'la.t tbey 
W$re tf1ll1rtg to pnt88X'V~ the IJtat\le. qUO ·1n othe$e .Oiilllpl find 

prevent, tuoh uaouaUon provided they reoe1'ft· t'rom the Bl'1t1eh 

.~__,-. 

........ 



- 2 .. 

·' ss glia:rda found .in auoh oampe will be tl"eated 1).8 .soldiers and' 
" . . . . ·-_ . . .;· :· - .. ' 

p%'1&oner.B of 11.'Br tothen the BX'1t1eh OX' AmoX'1oan tol"oee arrive. 
'l'he fear tnat all auoh 5i3 gUt\l'ds .would b" shot at once mot1vat..,d 

the condition named above. . . 

Muay was informed that to the.beet of my knowledge it is 
not the praoUoe of British or American Artn1ea to shoot anyone 

in uniform of a un1 t 1noorpor&tt;tcl regularly ·1n Gel'lllan IU'IIIod 

forces who •;~ithout res1stnnce surrendered properly. 

Huay \'TnB nsMd by me to twrn1eh information aa to the 

exa.ot geograph1o location of the fifteen -oampt'f 1n'-:-r.tueat1on -aa-- · · 

soon a.s possible. 

He must nave a :reply by seven o1 olook in the evening, ·· 

April 11, at the latest if evacuation of these -camps 1s to be 

avoided, l~usy_ .. declfired. 

It io d1.ff1oult to unduatand the present prOJ)osal inade 

by tlle Nads which 1s a.pparentif:'of such smal,l advan~age to 

them, 111 the light of eal"lier proposals the,:( lu\Ye mad•· 

'i.;;-·-·_:-.. 

···.i" -. 

It S.B requestcgd that JOU inform me aa to what aotiort,you 

dedre me to -take in the matter, if any. 
r--.-

,· 





·- .... 
. .· ;.'~"":'" ' . 
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} ' I ; ~ 

01\fll..E 'I'O MOCLI!:LLAND. llr~RN~ ~··ROM vllLLli>:M t)llJ\iYi&H1 \M\H aiiiJ'tH~[~Ii; LiOiUW 

¥ou ttrJ'. h•eeby cUt.·~cted 11ot (x•f'tpee;t not) to en:ga;ct'l in any 

dinou!ii!liona ooncj')l'nlng t~ropoee,lB oi' !Jhe n!ltu1•e delfleriblld l.il· 
' . · .. 

yoU".r No. l?Oa7 6f April 9. Any ltUoh rrroposals. Ol' ,d1eculll~;;1ons 

S.l'~ t~~·om1 th·~ !;erms o.f re:f~ll'NlCO of the ~~~H' iiei'ugee Board. 

'i'h:l.e< if> iiltu Uern No. 493 

- - -· 
{'·· .... - J 1- - _-. -

1Ji<'X<;:t:.Jy<f<:c\ i'.o·"''"' J,, Y<it! .•• '/f!!('fS- cr: 3o <> .m. 

Sw:.r h, vJwu,"~·'·"- - LJ !u/~3~ - 9: +:> "'· ,,.. . 
. -- --

""'·~·~~~:~~ 
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APR11J945 

· My dear Mr. Seor~tary: 

I send you herewith for yourpperaonal 

information oop1ee of a oabledated April 91 

.. i'' 1945, :t'eoeived from Mr. McClelland in Bern, 

and of our reply thereto. 

The HonorB:bleif 

Very truiy yours, 

i'l1lliam 0 'Dwyer 
Exeou tive Direotcir· 

The Secretary of State. 

Enclosures. 

·J'II:hd . 4/ll/45-

··~·~····· 
if\ K .... 



·. ··~ 

APR 111945 

My dea~ Mr. Se6retary: 

l send you herel'li th for your Pflrsoilal 

information oop1es of a onble.dsted April ·g, 

1945, reoeived from Mll •. MoClelland in Bern, 

and cjf our reply.thereto. 

The Honorable, 

Very truly yours, 

vl1lliam O'Dwyer 
Executive Director 

The.Seoretary of the Treasury • 

.t:nolosui'es. 

;4/ll/45 •.. 

.. ·.~·.· 

,· 
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My dear Mr. Secretary: 

I send you herewith for your personal 

information copies of a cable dated April 9, 

1945, ~eceived from Mo. McClelland in Bern, 

and of our reply thereto. 

The Honorable, 

Very truly yours, 

William a 1D\;yer 
Execllt1ve Director 

The Secretary of War. 

Enclosures. 

Ill: hd . 4/ll/ 45 

···~.: 





AIR MAIL 

3 

LEGATION OF THE 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

I 
Bern, April, 11th. 1945. 

Dear General O'Dwyer: 

With reference to my vrire No. 2087 of 
April 9th. I enclose for the Board's information 
a copy of my discussion "in extenso" of last 
Sunday afternoon with lV!usy. 

Meanvrhile your ansvrering wire, Depart­
ment's No. 1415 of April 11 has been received. 
It is difficult for me to lmow how far this 
represents the Board's ideas or those of the 
Department of State. As it happened Musy _.­
telephoned me before this message came in so 
that I could only attempt to stali him • He 
will call again, unfortunately 

1 
tomorrow 

evening at about 7 o'clock, at which time ;I 
shall have no choice but to string him alo31g 
further. I plan on my own responsibility · 
to tell him that we can only give a definite 
answer to his proposal on condition that we 
first be furnished detailed· information con;.. 
cerning the names, exact geographic location, 
number of inmates (including the nationalities 
and sexes) for each of the 15 concentration 
C8Jnps. 

Very sincerely yours, 

?~ett: S~ ~lk/1 
Roswell D •. McClelland~-

Enclosure: Report of recent conversation with Musy. 

Brigadier General Willian O'Dvryer 
Executive Director, 

War Refuge.e Board, 
Washington 25, D.c. 

DECLASmF!ED 

.
State Dept .. LcU.el'; 1-1 a-~. . 

;)Lr- 2/ 1972 
By .R; H. P?uka Date~ 

- _. __ 
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MEMORANDUM 

Geneva, April 9 - 10, 1945 
I 

SJmlEQ'f: CON!Eft§ATION WITH M U S Y CONCERNING HIS 
MOST RECENT TRIP TO GERMAN~, 

Saturday evening, April 7th., about 9 o'clock Sternbuch 
telephoned to me in a highly excited state. He said he was 
speaking from Montreux and had just talked to Musy who was at 
present in ZUrich and had returned that morning, with his son, 
from the latest of his trips to Germany. Sternbuch informed me 
that Musy had a matter of great importance "to Washington and 
London" which he must discuss with me as soon as possible. I 
attempted to extract additional information from Sternbuch as to 
the exact nature of this "important news," asking him whether it 
concerned relief to detainees in Germany and their evacuation or 
if it was solely of a political nature. If the latter - and in 
view of the fact that Musy was in Zurich and the matter supposed­
ly most urgent - it might be better if some authorized'person 
connected with our Consulate in Zurich discuss the subject with 
Muay. Sternbuch said he would contact .Musy again, try to secure 
some clarification and call me back. About an hour later Stern­
buch telephoned again and informed me thatMusy wouJ,d have to 
come to Geneva in any event and planned to do so on Sunday. He 
could therefore talk to me in :-Geneva; but J;_hi_f! __ :woulci_~].t~~_lt_~ to -~e 
tomorrow evening or Monday morning early at-the lahst since the 
message in question should be tranSJIIittedto Washington. at the 
start of the day on Monday. I asked Sternbuoh to call me on 
Sunday morning and let me know what time to expect Musy. This 
he did and announced that Mu•~ would arrive in Geneva on the 
4Sll train and that he, Sternbuch and his colleague, Mr. Donne-: 
baum, would accompany Musy. They would come immediately to my 
home. 

Around 4115, Sunday Sternbuch phoned troll! the station 
an.nounctng that theJ.' had arri v•d and tbS.t- he _wt~;~hed. to inf'ol'JI 
Die by wayot preparation apd orientati()n that )4usy's mess&.s~t 
concerned guarantees· to be given 'by thb Al.iiel! ~that 
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arrival of the American or :British forces at concentration camps 
in Germany none of the SS guards would be shot. Sternbuch then 

launched into a somewhat incoherent story about 3501 000 Hungarian 
Jewish deportees who had been shot by the Germans, then switched 
over to the subject of Becher (the SS man who has carried on ne­
gotiations with Saly Mayer for the past many months regarding the 

Hungarian Jews) whom he stated was now being sent, on written 

orders from Schellenberg, to the camp of RavensbrUck. I cut 
him off short and said that he had better wait to discuss all this 
when we were together. About 20 minutes later the three of them 

arrived: Sternbuch, Donnebaum and Musy. 
After some preamble (we spoke in French) concerning his 

desire that his negotiations with Himmler receive favorable 

press comment in the United States, Musy told the following 

story, the elements of which did not always hang together very 

wells 
A short time ago Hitler had been shown transcripts of 

0 Atlantiksender0 broadcasts as well as press clippings concerning 
the negotiations orr outside agenciesjwith (§.e ~for the ,libera­

tion from Germany of certain categories of civil detainee.s 
( "$chutzh'Aftlinge 11 ). Hitler had immediately taken violi:mt 

exception to any such step, particularly as regards Jews, 
and had a few days later (I gathered on either Apl'il 3rd., 4th., 
or 5th.) summoned Himmler, Schellenberg and an 88 General named 
Gehring (I am not sure about this spelling), whom Uusy described 

- ·- . .,., 
as "the head or-the German concentration camp systea, to a 
special meeting where Hitler defini teiy vetoed the evacuation 

or release from Germanyof any Cif these people. The tenor or 
Hitler's ranting seemed_to have been along the line that these 
people should share the fate of the Germans themsel-ve.s who woUld 
never surrender but withdraw for the last stand into their 

reduit in the south. Hitler, however, did not entel" into the 
practical question of how hundreds of -thousands of detainees 
could po~sibly ever be moved into the Nazi ;eduit~ 'Hiuimbr 

and bis henchmen had1 therE!fo_.r_e.'_~ t~cbow'" 'DEifC)re Hitler~~ wil:l~---~~.__~-----2'i7~L~ 
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and preparations were begun for the evacuation on toot - there 
being no means of transporatation available • of the major con­
centration camps. 

Muay cited the specific case of the camp of Buchenwala bei 
Weimar where, he affirmed, preparations were already well advanced 
0>1. 

lfNT Thursday1 April 5th. to send some 181 000 men and women out on 
foot for a march of about 300 kilometers. Musy stated that he 
questioned Gehring as to the number of persons out of these 
181 000 who might conceivably be able to reich their destination 
alive. Gehring said he thought about 10,000. 

After having explained that he had, prior to Hitler's meet­
ing, proposed to Himmler that the inmates of the major concentra-
tion ca.mps be all released (as a grandiose, Nazi "humanitarian" 

gesture, I gathered) and evacuated through the fighting lines under 
cover of an especially called truce - a proposal which, he said, 
Himmler had been wil:ing to consider favorably- Musy maintained 
that he had continued discussions with Himmler, and particularly 
with Schellenberg and Oenaral_Gehring (whom he_ saw "almoa:t every 
day during his stay in Berlin°), in an effort to find a way of ---------- . .,..--,---~~~-

saving(from evacuat~these tens of thousands of detaineesl 
Himmler had at first wished to obta.in_politico•militaryconcessions 
such as a guarantee that there would-be no negro occupat~on 
troups, but Mtisy had waved them aside-as unrealizable and continued, 
he intimated, to try to bring Rimmler around to this step as one' 
of value to the Nazis and to Germany in general in that it would 
if not directly obtair. betters terms or treatment at least lessen 
Allied antipathy 'tot the Nazis. Eventually Himmler and Schellen.:. 
berg declared themselves willing to give orders (they pointed 
out to Musy that this was at the risk of their lives since it 
would be contrary to Hitler's wishes) that all the inmates of 
some 15 main~concentration camps still.in Nazi territory should 
be kept in their camps and ·!12! evacuated. SB guards and adlllini;.. 
strative personnel should also remain on the spot and. efforts 
should be made to continue feeding the detainees, insofar as 
military developmentspermitted.. (IaskedMuiJyat.thispoint 
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the SS would make any difficulty with the arrival and distri­

bution of food parcels by the ICRC, to which he replied none 

wha. tever.) 
In response to my question as to how keeping detainees in 

their camps could be carried out in practice i--rl:'t ·was con­

trary to Hitler's orders- Musy having previously stated that 
Hitler was the master and the SB obeyed him - Musy replied 

that 0 Hitler now had other more important matters to attend to" 

and that in such questions of internal 86 administration Himmler 

and Schellenberg would have a free hand,~ 
As a direct result of this "change of heart" on the part of 

Himmler and Schellenberg orders were given not to evacuate or 

at least to s~p~~~~uvacuation preparations. The inmates of 

Buchenwald, ~' did not have to leave their camp. 
Musy explained that Himmler and Schellenberg were willing 

to take this step on one conditiont that they receive formal 

assurance from the Americana and the British that all SS guards 

and administrative personnel found in the concentration camps on 

arrival of the American or British force.a be treated' as soldiers 

~regular prisoners-of-war. This condition seemed to be moti­

vated by the fear that all auchSS guards on concentration camps 

would be immediately shot. 
I told Musy that to the best of my knowledge it was not and 

had never been the practice of the American and_ British armies 

to shoot anyone arbitrarily who wore the military unifonr of 

a unit or organization regularlycincorporated irithe German, 

or for that matter, any other armed forces if this. individual . 

surrendered in due and proper form without offering resistance.--

Throughout my conversation with Musy and in thirdiscuasion 

of this "condition" he spoke only of the.Americans and the 

British and of the assurance being obtained from them, never 

from the Russians. 
J!usy seemedpleased with mypersona.l opinion-that there 

was little danger of such concentl'ation camp SS guards being 

summarily shot and told me that he planned to telephone@ .. 

Konstanz that evening (Sunday) ~hich would be passed 

. .:., 
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AMf'../ on to Schellenberg~ inform-1-:he latter that he,hut.s,~, 
had delivered the proposition to the Americans and that the 
MAmericans" had informed him informally that there was little 
likelihood that SS guards on concentration camps would be im­
mediately shot. 

Sternbuch seemed very anxious that Musy be as encouraging 
and positive as possible in this preliminary message. 

I suggested to Musy, and he agreed, that a.s a preliminary' 
condition he inform Schellenberg that both SS guards and adminis­
trative personnel in these concentration camps should wear their 
regular uniforms and that under no circumstances should they 
offered armed resistance. Further, that we should be supplied 
as soon as possible with accurate information as to the precise 
geographic location of each of these 15 camps. Musy said that 
he would definitely ask for this and added that such information 
would be very valuable to avoid any mistaken shelling or 
aerial bombardment of the camps. 

I could not help voicing m~opinion as to the inconsequence 
of this condition, to whtcl'i;Musy replied-that he had told Himmler 
that any condition laid down which he, Musy, would propose to 
the Allies should be as easy of fulfillment as possible. 

Musy informed me tha. t he planned to return to Germany ' 
(by car, as usual) on Thursday morning, April 12th. at the latest. ' . and that he would very much like to receive adef'inite reply from 
the Americans and British I that is, the supretne headquarters o:t: 
the Allied armies fighting in the west) to take bacj with him. _ _; 
I told him that I could not give this ~arantee but could only 
agree to present the proposal to my suj;)e'riors. Musy thereupon 
stressed the urgency. of an early reply referring once more to 
the suspended evacuation of Buchenwald and explaining that General 
von Schellenberg had estiiDated on April 5th. that the Allbd armies 
would be in Weimar in 5 to 6 days at the DIOBt.. llusy further 

.. -confided to me that it was ScheUenb_~rg'~ p_~rsonalopinionthat 
the war would be over in Germany within 5 to 6 weeks• 

While on the subJect of Schell.enberg more 
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warmly of the man whom he described as "moderate" ("modere"), 

Schellenberg was really not a military man, he went on, but a 

lawyer by training and still only 35 years of age. Musy then 

told me that he had heard that the Americans had selected and 

were now using some 2 or 300 Germans as a police force in 

Cologne. intimating that after all since we were doing things 

like this we ought to be able to use a man of Schellenberg's 

qualities. 
I tried to 11 pump 11 Musy on the subject of Schellenberg's 

plans for the future, Did he plan to retire into the reduit 

with the 11Gi3tterd13.mmerung crowd?" Musy was vague on this 

subject and only willing to intimate that opinions were divided 

on this scori in high Ge:tme.n circles and that Schellenberg 

and Rimmler had their own pe.rticular followers and would not 

necessarily have to follow Hitler at the last moment even if it 

meant armed conflict. (+ withdrawing into a reduit) 

I asked Musy whether he thought, on the basis of his recent 

travels in Germany and contacts in lligh quarters,\that this 

redui t question would go through •. He would only say that in 

driving back to Switzerland be paased.a, great many fortifications 

and mine fields all along the approaches to the Bavarian.alpine 

region. 

On the subject of Hitler and what would ultimately liappen 

to him Musy stated that Hitler "woUld not escape the wrath of' 

his ovin people," adding that the the opposition toanddisatis­

faction with Hitler was growing to formidable proportions in 

Germany.; 

Regarding theneatness of the Americails and the British 

in the west to Weimar and the, urgency therefore of receiving 

an anseer from them as rapidly aspossible, Schellenberg had 

added that he thought there was no danger from the Russian 

side (i.e of their arriving shortly) for the moment since they 

were too far away. 

By way of incidental inf'ormationMusysaid that Berlin was 

plastered with huge placards exhorting __ .the popuJ;ation "to 

rather than be carried off to Siberia as slaves. • ·· 
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Before leaving Musy stated that he would telephone me 

from r~euzlingen at about 1 p.m. Wednesday and added that 

it would be most desirable for the success of his negotiations 

if an answer from the Americans and British could be forth­

eo~t~ ~~ th~t ttm4_ RA f@lt 1t ffiOit imuorili~t to ocr ablo 
to return to Germany personally on Thursday with the answer 

in hand, otherwise it might be too late to prevent the eva­

cuation of these 15 concentration camps. 

li'~ ~~t!r• 
RD!CO. 
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Boorotary of State, 

Washington. CONTROL COPY 
2474, April 27 ,· 7 p.m • . -\--"' 
FOR 1-JRB FROl1 NCCLELL..:.ND. 

LeBation 1 s 1905, March 31 

Following is for your information. On b.;Jril 15 

S~ernbuch of Vaad Hahatzala requested my ap:)roval of a 

J.Jroject to purchase several tons of canmHl fish, olives 

and figs in Portugal and Spain to be paid out of dis-

cretionary funds in our joint account. _.According to our 

best information Swiss Government, ICHC, many Sw·iss. coo­

mercial firms and a number of private relict:. ag.encies . 

already possess considerable stocks of food which must 

be held in Sl1ain ·and Portugal for lack of :j;ra:hspo!'tation 

facilities to i:hvJ. tzerland. I accordingly adyised Stern-· 

buch that -t;i .. e j_ndafinite future delivery of this food 1·rhich · 

he desires to purch01.se nmv clearly elioinated this project 

as one c•Jhich might be seriously consicl..ered for .J:)aymcnt out . 
of funds provided by the JDC for emorgenc,y relief R.nd res-

cue programs in behA.lfof civil detainees arid deportees 
.·. 

in-German 

---~~ 
-~-
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-2 ~2474 1 April 27, 7 p.m., from Bern. 

in German occupied terri tory. I therefore turned dmm his 

project. As Sternbuch has substantial func1s w·hich he 

roc8ived from his committee I suggested that he consider 

m~king such purchases out of his free funds. 

HARRISON 

JHS 

··~ 
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V AAD HAHATZALA 

(Emergency Committee) 
132 Nassau St. 

Ne"'' York, N. Y, 

May 7, 1945. 

i•ir. l•ioses A. J,ea.vitt 
Joint Distribution Committee 
270 Madison Ave. 
New York 16, N.Y. 

Dear l·lr. Leavitt! 

We have your letter dated May 2, and wish to state 
that the Vaad Hatzala cannot appropriately comply 
with your request in viaw of a ~umber of considerations 
pertaining to this parti~uler grant, 

11/e are also writing to our representative in Switzerland 
for detailed information and shall arrange for a confer­
ence with you just as eoon as we hear from l·ir. Stert.buch. 

(Signed) 

Cordially yours 

VAA.D HA2ZALA. EJ.llCRGENCY COMMITT:U 

Rabbi Jacob Xarlinsky 
ExecutiveSec';y 



CABLES: "JOINTDISCO'.' NEW YORK 

THE AMERICAN JEW, S H 

JOINT DISTRIBUTION COMMITTEE 

270 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 16, N.Y. 

PAUL BAERWALD, Chairman 

MRS. FELIX M. WARBURG, Honorary Chairman 

JAMES N. ROSENBERG, Chairman, Boord of Directors 

ALBERT H. LIEBERMAN, Chairman, Notional Council 

FRANK L. SULZBERGER, Vice-Chairman, Notional Council 

JOSEPH C. HYMAN Executive Vice-Chairman 

Vice-Chairmen 
JAMES H. BECKER 
I. EDWIN GOLDWASSE~ 
ALFRED JARETZKI, JR. 
ALEXANDER KAHN 
ISAAC H. LEVY 

HAROLD F. LIND~R 
WILLIAM ROSENWALD 
WILLIAM J. SHRODER 
M. C. SLOSS 
JONAH B. WISE 

European E"er:utive Counr:il 
BERNHARD KAHN JOSEPH J. SCHWARTZ 

Hanoiory Chairman Chairman 

May2, 1945. 

Brig. Gen.\Villiam QfDwyer, Executive Director· 
War Refugee Board 
Washington 25, D.C. 

Dear General O'Dwyer: 

TELEPHONE: LExington 2·5200 

In e. 

I. EDWIN GOLDWASSER, Treasurer 

IRVING H. SHERMAN, Tremurer 

EVELYN M. MORRISSEY, Assistant Treowrer 
ALEX, A. LANDESCO, Comptroller 

ISIDOR COONS, Director of Fund Raising 

MOSES A. LEAVITT, Secretory 

lOUIS H. SOBEL, Assistant Secretory 

DONALD B. HURWITZ Aui1font Secretary 

In connection with Treasury license W2426 issued to the Vaad Hahatzala 
~mergency Collllllittee,·· the American Jewish Joint Distribution Committee advanced 
the sum of $937,000 for the purposes covered by that license. The War Refugee 
Board is familiar with the projects of rescue which had been envisaged by the 
Vaad Hahatzala and with the purposes of the funds which were deposited in Swit­
zerland. 

In the light of tne fact tnat such rescue activit~es are now virtually 
concluded, we have today written to the Vaad Hahatza.la Emergency Com.mi ttee ·re­
questing that they authorize their representative in Switzerland, Mr. Isaac 
Sternbuch, to transfer tne funds now held under the joint account of Mr. Roswell 
McClelland and Mr. Sternouch to tne account of the American.Jewish Joint Distribu• 
tion Committee in Switzer land. We are enclosing herewith a. c~py of tne letter 
we have todey written to tne Vaad Hahatzala. We understand tnat the balance of 
the funds unspent amounts to approximately $800,000. May we ask you to· be good i ··j' 
enough to instruct your representative in Switzerland, Mr. McClelland; to arrange!:, .. 
wi tn Mr. Sternbuch for the transfer of the balance of our funds to our account · f 
in Switzerland_. 

MAL:bg 
enc. 

~· 
Moses A; Leavitt 

Secretary 



E. P. ADLER, Davenport, Iowa 

LESTER 0. ALEXANDER, Tol6do, Ohio 

SIDNEY J. ALLEN, Detroit 

HERBERT ALTSCHUl, Norlollr., Vo. 

ALEXANDER E. ARNSTEIN, New York 

SAMUEL E. ARONOWITZ, Albany, N. Y. 

CARL J. AUSTRIAN, Now York 

GEORGE BACKER, New Yorlr. 

PAUL BAERWALD, New Yorlr. 

EDWARD M. BAKER, Cleveland 

JOSEPH BASKIN, New Yorlr. 

JAMES H. BECKER, Chicago 

JOSEPH M. BERNE, Clev&land 

MAURICE BERNON, Cl&ve/ond 

DAVID BERNSTEIN, New Yorlr. 

ISRAEL BERNSTEIN, Portland, Mo. 

JOHN l. BERNSTEIN, New Yorlr. 

IRVIN SETIMANN, St. Louis 

JACOB BllliKOPF, Philadelphia 

NEWTON BISSINGER, Son Francisco 

JACOB BLAUSTEIN, Baltimore 

HERBERT R. BLOCH, Cincinnati 

l. E. BlOCK, Chicago 

LOUIS J. BORINSTEIN, lndiaoopoli• 

LOUIS BROIDO, New Yorl< 

ABE BRONFMAN, Montreal 

SAMUEL BRONFMAN, Montreal 

FRED M. BUTZEL, Detroit 

EDDIE CANTOR, Bewuly Hills, Col. 

, LOUIS CAPLAN, Pittsbuigh . 

-AVERY ·CARP, Granito City, 11/, 

NATHAN CHANIN, Now.York 

MORRIS R. COHEN, WoJhington 

ALFRED E. COHN, New York 

RALPH ·F. COLIN, New York. 

SAtHieL· bAROFF, ·ph-ilcidelphtci 

. AMOS S. DEl NARD; Minnoapo/1• · 

DAVID DUBINSKY, New··rork. -

G.-A; EFa6n4~oN, l~dionopofis. 
lOUIS H. EH~LICH, Kansas City, M~.· 
1\B.RAM I. ElKUS, New York. . 

.. WILliAM P. ENGEL, Birmingh'am,. Ala. 

MORRIS ENGELMAN, New ·'i'~rk . 

ARTHUR M. EPPSTEIN, 'P6rtlond; Ore; 
·MAX EPSTEicN, ChicOg_o 

LEON.FALK, JR., Pittsburgh· 

... M.RS. r.IYRQN _$.fALl<, JR., Nov<..Ygrt. 

GeoRGE W. FARBER, WorceJter, Mon. 
JOSEPH L. FINK, Buffalo 
LOUIS FINKELSTEIN, New Y,oik. 
HA.RRY FISCHEL, New York. 

ARTHUR FlUEG~LMAN, NeW York 
PHilliP FORMAN, Trenton 

CHARLES F. FOSTER, Toronto 
A. RICHARD FRANK, ChiCO§o -.. 
MAX FREEDMAN, Cleveland 
HARRY GERTZ, New York 

MRS. H. B. L. GOLDSTEIN, New York 
JONAH J. GOLDSTEIN, Now York 
I. EDWIN GOLDWASSER, New York 
MONROE GOLDWATER, Now York 
J. J. GOLUB, New York 

D. SAMUEL GOTIESMAN, New_ York. 
MORITZ M. GOTILIEB, -A_Ifent~~n, Po. 
JOEL GROSS, Newark 

MRS. HARRY A. GUINZBURG; New York. 
REUBEN GUSKIN, New Yot( 

MORRIS W. HAFT •. New York 
SALMON P. HALLE, Cleveland 

.. BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

DAVID E. HARlEM, Denver 

SAMUEL HAUSMAN, New York 

LEO H. HEIMERDINGER, Philadelphia 
ADOLPH HELD, New York 

SIDNEY l. HEROlD, Shreveport 

WALTER S. HILBORN, Beverly Hills, Col. 

MRS. WALTER A. HIRSCH, New York 

HARRY A. HOLLZER, Los Angeles 

ABRAHAM HOROWITZ, New York 

ALBERT D. HUTZLER, Baltimore 

STANlEY M. ISAACS, New Yotk. 

LESLIE L JACOBS, Dallas 

MORRIS E. JACOBS, Omaha 

ALFRED JARETZKI. JR., Now York 
LEO JUNG, New York 

ALEXAND_ER KAHN, Now York 

MILTON KAHN, Boston 

SAMUEl KAPPEL, New York. 

E. I. KAUFMANN, Washington 

MILTON W. KING, Washington 

SYDNEY M. KLEEMAN, Charleston, W. Vo. · 

JOSEPH J. KLEIN, New YorA 

JEROME H. KOHN, Hartford 

ABRAHAM KRASNE, New Yorl< 

MILTON ICUTZ, Wilmington 

SAUL J. LANCE, New Yorl< 

ALEX. A. LANDESCO, Now York 

HAROLD M. LANE New York 

SIDNEY LANSBURGH, Baltimore 

ALBERT D .. LASKER, New York 

G. IRVING LATZ, Fort·Wayno, Ind . 

. EDWARD LAZANSKY, Brooklyn 

MORRIS S. lAZARON, Baltimore 

OSCAR M. LAZRUS, New York. 

JEFFREY l. lAZARUS, Cincinnati 
.. CARL lEFi=;- New· YOrk. 

AL PAUL LEFTON, 'Philadelphia· 

·LEO·' LEHMAN, --Pittsburgh···. 

-'ROBERT-LEHMAN,-New -York .· 

SAMUEL D. LEIDESoORF, New Yo(! 

E~!l. -~· ,LEI~~.I_GE~~. N_ew Or/sons 
BENJAMIN LENCHER. Pittsburgh .'. 
JACOB ·LEVINSON, '8r(io!lyr;' 

DAVID deSOLA POOL, New York 

JACOB S •. POTOFSKY, New York 

MEYER l. PRENTIS, De!roil 

JOSEPH M. PROSKAUER, New York 

BENJAMIN J. RABIN, New YorA: 

RICHARD S. RAUH, Pittsburgh 

A. J. RONGY, New York 

JAMES N. ROSENBERG, New York 

HERBERT ROSENG_ARTEN, New York 

LESSING J. R<;lSENWAlO, Philadelphia 

WilliAM ROSENWAlD, Gteenwich, Conn. 

MORRIS ROTHENBERG, New York 

HENRY ROTHMAN, New York 

BEN SADOWSKI, Toronto 

SIMON SAKOWITZ. Houston 

A. l. SALTZSTEIN, Milwaukee 

ROBERT W. SCHIFF, Columbus, Ohio 

UlYSSES S. SCHWARTZ, Chicago 

WILliAM H. SCHWARZSCHILD, Richmond. 

I.IURRAY SEASONGOOD, Cincinnati 

EUSTACE SELIGMAtl. New YbrA 

BERNARD SEMEL, New York 

ALFRED SHEMANSKI. Seattle 

IRVING H. SHERMAN, Ne"*! York. 

•SAMUEL SHORE, New Yorl< 

'WilliAM J. SHRODER, Cincinnati 

MENDEL B. SILBERB~RG,_ LDs Angeles 

ARCHIBALD SILVERMAN, Providence 

M. ~· SLOss, Son Francisco 

ABRAHAM SRERE, Detroit 

JESSE ·H. STEINHAitT, San Franr:isco 

··EDG~R- B. S~E~N, ·New Otleans 

HENRY M. STERN, Rochester_ 

HORACE STERN, PhUadolpMa 

I_,WIN,STRASBURGER,, No_w .. York 

HUGH GRANT STRAUS, Brooklyn 

MRS~' ROGER w:·sTRAUS, ,.;.;, Yorr• 

.· .. EDWARD A. SUISMAN, Harilord, ·conn, 
·- FRANK. L- SUUBERGER-,- Chic;ag~ 

LEON C. SUNSTEIN: Phi10df!lpflfo 

t,IRS. DAVID:.M. LEVY, 'Now Yi>ili . 

· ISMC H~. lEYY.:New:'(Ork :' 

· --JACfD .. JARGH~R. /:few York . 
..A-'lRON.lEITELBAUM, No"· York 

JEROME I. UDELL, New Yo'* 
....... 'F; ~RANn1oRENB.ERG, Bost~n ' 

. SAM· A. LEWISOHN;_ Now -York 

ALBERT H. LIEBERMAN, PhilodolpMa · 

CHARLES J. LIEBMAN, New Yo;k 

HAROLD F. LINDER, New York. 

MAX liVINGStON. "New HOven 

BENJAMIN M. lOEB, St. Louis 

JOSEPH P. "LOEB, LoJ Ange/eJ 
SAMUEl MARKEll,·_Bosfon 

JAMES MARSHALL, New Yor~ 
-ARMAND MAY, Atlanta 

MO~TON J, MAY. St. Lou;, 

GEORGE Z. MEDALIE. Now York 

JEROME MICHAEL,- New York 
ABRAHAM MillER, New York 
HENRY MONSKY, Omaha 

CHARlES W. _MOR~IS, Louisville 
PAUl MUNI, Los Angeles 
STANLEY G. MYERS, Miami 
MARCUS-- NA~LER, New_ York 
MAX OGlJ_ST,- New York_ 

NATHAN M, OHRBACH, New York 
KiiRT PEISER,- ~Philadelphia , 

HARRIS:PERLSTEIN, Chkago 

. WAllEt F;· WANGER, LoJ AngeleJ; Calif. 

MRS. ~ELIK M, WAR_B4RG, New 'York 

MAX M •. WARBU.RG::New-·Yoik-~ -

DAVID M; WATCHMAKER, Boston -

FRANK i.," WEll, N~w-York 
JAM~S- L_. WHITE, So/# .Lake City,: Utah 
HE~RY WINEMA_N, Detroit 

MOSES --WINKElSTEIN,. Syra~use:-. 
JONAH- B. WISE, Ne~ York. 

·MORRIS WotF, Phil~detph!_a_ 
HARRY ZEITZ, Brooi.Jyn 

-~·-



Vaad Iiahatzala. Emergency Couani ttee 
132 Nassau Street 
Uew York. N.Y. 

Gontlement 

On Uaroh 2nd, we sent you our oheok 1flU147 1n the 8Ull1 or $937 .ooo as an 
advance to the Vaad Hahatzala Emergency Committee for tranBKdssion to swttaer­
land in accordance w1 th special license W2426 whioh you reoei ve4 f'rom the Trea­
sury Departm~t. This advance to you \1111.8 made 1u connection w1 th oert.atn pos­
sible sohemea of re1oue in lihioh your Committee was engaged thi'OU&h swt.taerland 
and tho J.n.c. borrowed these funds from the banks in order to nalce them availab.le 
to you tor such rescue aotlvitiea. You have now 1nt'omed us t'hat your repreaea­
tative, Mr. Isaac Sternbuoh. haa advised you that tho i'unda iD question will DOt 
be used for the purposes lntoneed in reaoulng the Jews trom occupied areas. 

On AprU 12th you advieed ue that appl'Old.11111.tely tl25.000 were exp8Dded 
by you for food and transportation and that the Treasury- Department had released 
that sum of money for this. purpose. In llght of the -abOVe. we belieft that the 
purpose for which the funds were advanced :to you haa been coapleted. ·. We would · 
therefore requeat that you lnatruot your repreaent$t1Ye in SWitaerlaud to release 
these funds to C)UJ' aooount in SwitaerlaDd and we are Wl"lting to the War Refugee 
Board as per oopy attaohed. 

UALtJO 
ence 

Koaea A. Leavitt 
· Seoreta.ry 

. ·..,~p··· 





·~. 



- -·.77-:"'' 

Dear Mr. Leavitt• 

There is enclosed herewith a photostatic 
copy of' your letter or March 2, 1945, addresQed to 
the Vaad Hahatzala. The enclosure bears the signa­
ture of' llr. Isaac Sternbuoh and was received tor 
you through the United States legation in Bern. 

1\lr~ M. A. Laavitt 
Secretary 
The American Jewillh Joint 

Distribution Committee 
270 Madison Avenue 
New York 16, New York 

Enclosl.U"fJ 

rfft5;j' ./ EBTowler 5/4/45 

Very truly yours, 
(Signed) n 

OI•ence l1olfol1 

Florence Hodel 
Assistant Executive Director 



AIR MAIL 

LEGATION OF THE 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

Bern, April 17
1 

1945. 

Dear General 01 D\'Iyer: 

Please find attached hereto the photocopy 

of a letter written to the Vaad Hahatzala Emer-
,. ' 

gency Committee in l1Tew York to the Joint Dis-

tribution Conunittee. This letter was forwarded 

to me some weeks ago in order that it might be 

countersigned by ll'lr. Sternbuch. Not without 

some delay Mr. Sternbuch has returned it to 

me signed as his organization requested. I. 

therefore hasten to return it to you so that it 

may be sent to the J.D.c. 

Very sincerely yours, 

~~eli l.W~c 
Roswell D. McClelland 
Special Assistant to 
the American 11Unister. 

Enclosure: 1 photocopy o:f letter.for the JDC. 

Brigadier General William O'Dwyer. 

Executive Dj_rector 

War Refu.gee Board, 

Washington25 1 D. c. 
DECLASSIFIED 

,State Dep( L?tter, 1-11-7Z 

By ~. H. Par;, Date..s..E£.;2 '7 1972 
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Tm:: AMERICAN JEWISH 
JOI, jiSTRIBU'fiON COMMITTEE c 

0 
r 

----1 
270 h'.adison Avenue, New York 16, N. Y. 

Vaad Hahatza1a 
132 Nassau Street_ 
New York, N. Y. 

Gentlemen: 

March 2, 1945 

We enclose herewith our check 1¥1134 7 in the amount of $937,000 
as an advance to the' Vaad Hah<ttza1a E1nergency Committee for transmission 
to Switzerland in accordance with license /IW2426, which you have received 
from the Treasury Department. It is Understood and agreed to by the 
Vaad Hahatzala that during the period when the approval of the U, S, 
Government is required for the expenditure of these funds, the Vaad 
Hahatzala will undertake to inform the J .D.C. of such expenditures. 
Should the war in EuroJ.'C end and the U. S. Government restriction bP 
removed from license I/W2426, the Vaad Hahatzala undertakes to discuss 
with the J.D.C. such expendittu·es, or ·the balance of these funds, and 
to secure the approval of the J.D.C. to such expenditures before they 
are authorized. .Should the time come when these funds have not been 

(
. expended :ln whole or in part, in accordance with the terms of the 

license, the Vaa.d Hahatzala undertakes to release to the J.D.C, the 

' 
unexpended portion of this sum and to so instruct its representative 
in Switzerland, Mr. Isaac Sternbuch, or his successor, in order to 

! releaRe these f'unds to t.he J,D,C. at that time, The Vaad Hahatzala 
will also undertake to have Mr. Sternbuch sign a copy of this letter or similar letter, 

'Yill you be good enough to sign the enciosed carbon copy of 
this letter as indicating that you are- in agreement with this under­
standing and return this copy to us. 

MAL:RS Montreux, the 16th april 1945 

/sj I. Sternbuch 
(Isaac Sternbuch) 

Very sincerely yours, 

/S/ Moses A. Leavitt · 
Moses A. Leavitt 

Secretary 





~=-------=-~-- -- ----·- ---

DEPARTMENT 
OF . 

STAll& 
D!st1•ibu"t ion 
r~::Ec1inc 'm ly 
nr:r~ngE:mE:nto 

.. 

.tl4Hi'l 

1765 
-1' 

CONTROL COPY 
'J.'kle t'ollovin(•; 

ie 1-11UJ 522, 
..}-' 

Heference your no, 2~'74 of .h{Jl'il P7 p Dept.rt;;,ent 's 

no. 958 (I:RB no_. 'i::;o) of !'<nrc!:~ 6, a.nd DepGr·tr.wnt cs 
:;-A 

no. 1204 O:H.JJ no. 4?'/) of Ne:rch 26, 1945, concerning 

;.fJ:5'?,000 ·:rem1ttot1 to join~; account in nur.;ee of you ttnd 

Sternimch :l.n connection ~·11 i;h l'iuoy negotiationc. 

You ore uereby 1nntructe0. to r,u'cboriza no (repoat no) 

furtller• exi1end!tur·ee f1•om this nocount .until further 

1nstru.ct1ons are eent you by the lloarO .• 

t:Iu.H•'ililV:kg 
5/10/45 

GREW 

,,., 
.:< J 

f[. 

-u-. 

- DECLASSIFIED -

.State Dept. Letter, 1-ll·?IJ -~. _ -·--•· 

ByR_ H.P~ks Date' B£.e27' Jgl( 
-~-



. . . -----------, -----------~---

0ABL~1 To AMJiJRIOAN Iol!:GATION, Br]ltN, StiiTZ}lliLAND, FOR MoOLNLLANJ>, FROM \'fAR 
HJ!Ul'\JGE:l!l DOAlm 

Reference your J:To. 2474 of April 27, De:partment'o No. 958 

(lVRB No, 430) of March 6, and l>opartment's No. 1ID4 (WIID no, 477) of 

lllaroh 26, 1945, concerning $93'?,000 remittecl to ,joint account :l.n n!llaos 

of you and Sternbuoh in connection with f·!usy negotiations. 

You are hereby instructed to authoril!e no (repeat no) furtl1or 

expenditures from this account until further instructions are sent 

you by the Board. 

This _is WRD Cable No. 522, Dern, 
11::: 4 5 p. ~n. 
>ay.l;J; L"<"i5 

i,iiss Cl'.<B.unce;,- (for the Sec'y), Colm, DuBois, Gaston, Hodel, "'utchison, 
:.·ccorrr.ac:c, or Dt.yer. "TileR. 

------- -------------
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. :. (COWPI-~TtlED) 
J.: . .... ih}t .. ::~~:\. 

1m~ !m~~~~~t~~r~:h 
Cnblt- #?591 .from <B~r.A :~~ 
CeN ~ fl3689 fro in· ·:aerri·: · : · 
Cahh -~2402 ( wroi · ~~fj): 
C13 ble #3!)85 fr~~·i.JJ~if;ji,\ 

. ..:\~F;;{:,~. ;; , 
. · ~ -·~·~ .. -·{:' ·.: 
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"DE~ARTMENT 
OF 

STATE 

-.- INCOMING 
};~~GRAM 

e:r:r.r!··,_ - ·:·:~}:'~ 

t DIVISION OF 
'-·CENTRAL SERVICES 

TELEGRAPH SECTION 

--;?~? /h 7 ~ /0~ .<J:;I/ 

Di~tr_butioa of true 
:"oc..chnr_:; only b" s pocitcJ. 

Bern 
.{:)/ ~~V~----~.. 

_,.. -. / /' ·-.... . . 

c>_p:_·c..:l~o:·.lc.nt. ( .;) 
Drctcd l.Ic..y 16, ~045 

2~ 
+-' ;::! 

Ill Ej 
q OJ.,.,---. 
0 C-1 ..... __.. 
l.1 ctt '"Cf 

2'781, ;:::-.;;· 16, 5 ;1 .n. 
'i 

. -:l "'!-, 
• :.r L~.l 

lOth. 

Roc 1 d. 4:50 p.m. 

CONTROL COP'( 

I fully c..croo uith your instructions c..nd in fc..ct 
/ 

c~tly refused second request froJ Stornbuch's orcani-
/ ('] l/J (!) 

f: ~ if .tion ::-.uthorize release one million Sniss fr:c.ncs fron 
:::., [. ; 

+..l U !CL.l.I"' 

;lf :~~ ::~ . 
;:1 .,.: ri 
c._1 • <r· 

{ 

joint ::-.ccount to l~UPchc.so foodstuffs 
I - - ---- - -- ----/--

500,ooo i'rc.ncsG'ro.nsforrod to ICRC 

for relief. 

~ ~ ~ . 

., <-< L; Lcu.tioEt s lG05: !::c.rch_ of\hc.ve boon ox:pondod by 
t.~ ;.~ v 
0 lf.\ G 

1'<, +-> .C ,St.:;l'ilbUCh for iJUrCh2.SC fooC:.stuffs: condons::id <,lil!:, choose 

c~nn.:;d 

\ 

----.----~-- -~:----l-

i'or tr:msportcction rbl~of su~plios to tho 1-:.c:s-ioritstndt -

:.':'::n• 38,000 f'r:c1~cs. [§-esc _ororatio?s v10ro begun hov10vor 

before l:o.zi collo.pso uopo of nn ouert;oncy nature in 

Goru::-.n occup~od territory c.ndboro~cn.w rck~tionsh:!.p 

'co :!us-y-1 S l1ogotic..tions p2cd;- of VlhOSO role hc.vin[j boon' 

. . I -
:csourinG J:;Q;:ml_ic..nces_ ~in food' do liveries. to Jous in 

I . 
c 6:1contro. tion co.inps- so em: 2cc or¢\ingly be cons idored 

DECLASSIFIED 
State DepfLetter, 1-11-72 

By .R H. Parks Date_ St~ 27 
leg,itimhto .• 

. ------:-··---~--,~~---

,, 
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-2- :~781, --~7 lG, 5 p.in~ from Darn 

iti :::J:ostilitics L1 C.or:.;:cny l1CVC;Pt!1olc:ss ceased 

_2tiouc( rood }Urc~~sos uhich ro~ain in 

Since Gcr;~cns h~vc surrendered nnd !~syts ~ccoti-

If fcnsihl~ JLC ~ill prob~bl~ Dish 

in 

s-: ~-- -c z or l:~r:d. 

HLTIRISOlJ 



DEPARTMENT 
OF 

STATE 
INCOMING 

TELE·G1ftAM 
DIVISION OF 

CENTRAL SERVICES 

____ , 

Dlr:•· n·., ( -~ 
•JElr·,; :; :,:,:·~ •/ C:E'S 

TELEGR~~ SE~ 

~ /fljf-,.g:· 
6 ?Qc/~ .. S!J-13 t - i , ' 

n:stributinn cf true 
rc~·-ding ~~nl:r b~- spcci~l 
C:Prf'.nt>; cn::n t. <v TID '.I) 

2781, t:o.~- 16, 

lOth 

D"-tod L!ay 16, 19·~5 

.,·., .... 
'I 

CDNTRDl;topy 
DepD.rtmont 's 17~5 ·.mB 522 

/ 
/ 

/ 
Gor::-;c-,n 0ccupiod tcl"rit:)r;; nnd bhcjsono rol<:ltionship 

o lius;; 's nog .. tin tions pc.rt of wh so role having boon 

c..sslirinr; C•.!.r.J.plic: cos in f.Jod d ivories to Jeus in 

conccntr::-, tion camp so co.n ahordingly be donsidered 

logi timo. te. Hostili t · os )'/Germany- ne~~;~ch~less -;e~sed 
bo:Lore Sternbuch's Comm was able ship major portion 
o.bove mentioned 

)3vri t zcrlo.nd. 

Since Gorman:/ ho. vo surrend ted and_ HtJ.S_Z~I3- negoti­

ations hc.ve co~quontly ended or}g~nal pu:rpose :for 
I . 

;·rhich this n:r•:q.e:r trnnsmi tted has ceas·ed to exist., In 
I 

i'u1filmen t tJ:/oroforo of their agreement with- JDC when 
I - ·-

lr:ttor made tf,los funds available Tt t-icnild seem that 

time has como or Vo.ac'lhnhatzala to instruct Stornbuch 

--------- - ------~--"'--- ---

. ;et~rn ;n~~~.h~d bahn_nce- v~h~e~ amounts to 3y.50Q,OOO 

francs to 
- · DECLASSIFIED 

State Dept. Lette_r, Hl-72 · . 

. JiYR: H. ParlisJ)ate;SE p. 2 7 1.97? i 



-2- ::!2?81, Mo.y 16; 5 per1.; f'ror:1 Born 

:c"rccncs t JDC. ~f fe:nsiblc 

this lx~l:c_nc0 turnc 1 ovvr tc 

I \'i:lll ~cW(~i t :,'-)Ur further insilf'ucti:;ns this r.1c.ttor. 
I 

F 

I full:r~ c.groc with "-our ins~fuctions C!.ncl in fo.ct 

rc,cently refused second Sternbuch 1 s orc~n:t-

Swiss fro.ncs fror.1 

~'Ur jo:tnt c~cc·.:unt to purchn;;J f,y,c!_stuffs fer relief • 

500,000 f'rc.ncs tro.ns:Dbrro to ICRC as reported 

in LogC!.tic·n 1 s 1905, Lk',r~j{. 31 half.\ boon expended b! 

s·ccrnbuch for purchnsc /foodstuffs\ conclcnsocl l:lilk, cheese 
i . . ' 

<:mel car:~ned fish to oxyont npppc,xinm\olcy-462,000_f'r<:mcs_ 
i \--:__:-

:--_nc'_ for trctnspcrtc~_tiqb relief supplie,s to the Resients·tadt 

I -\· ten' .. 38,000 frc_ncs. jl'hoso opor8-t:t'ons w~re begun however 

before Nazi C-::>llap o v1cro of an. emergency nature• 

HARRISON 
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DEPARTMENT 
OF 

STATE 

INCOMING 
T~~~63RAM 
Cl,,. ~c , ..... 

1 
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DIVISION OF 
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TELEGRAPH SECTION 
Cf:l!T• . : . · .. ' '.' ~ 

LFG-617 
~his tcle~am must be 
parc.phrase<:l'! '!before btl i:ng 
communicated to anyo·ne;~ 16 
other than a Government 
Agency. (.r;tB~THHl!l?l!ii~ 

Secretary of State, 

iTashington• 

2795, J'.iay 18, 11 a.m. 

1JRB FRON HCCLELLAND. 

Bern 

Dated Aay 18, 1945 

Rec 1 d 11:32 a.m. 

FRO!: SALY l-1AYER TO li. LEAVITT JDC: 

''Regarding interest on joint account ui th Swiss 

NntionB.l Bank answer is in negative. SNB is precluded 

by lm-r fror1 paying interest Gl.nd chances 1-ri th commercial 

banl~s are not much better if it is question of short call 

uoney. All S1.,riss funds in -us,Ccto~ not Yiela::-tnterest----

either. Interest could probably be .obtai'ned from 

smaller banks but .security 1vould not be ·the. same. One 

and only reliable means of sec.uring interest would be 

to buy bonds; but ·from practical poi'nt of view ·this 

seems inadvisable since I do not lmo1v hot-r suddenly 

noncy migJ:1t __ 1:Je call.ed in. I shall hm.,rcver continue 

my inquiries this matter and in case hlqrc positiVI') 

result can be obtained 1·rill communicate. ui th you 

uithout delay·. 

I have 



-2-)2795, Hay 18, 11 a.m., from Bern 

I h:>.va discussed topic of medical aid to combat 

c~1iclcnics Hi th IRC headquarters but committee already 

has i'cs own established connections regarding this oatter. 
J. 

Concerning Berta Ral)paport·les Avants your 

instructions have been carried out 11 • 

HARRISON 

RR 
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" f.'ollOl1in1,r mem'l:.we iro i.'oY' you froci r. • .1~ • .Le~vitt, 

Jl.lae:r.icm) Je•·•1eh Joint Oip,t:ribution Cot;.n·ittee: 
1
!e liOUi.d 1·}jp:rec1t:te your confer:rinv '•'ith Itauc 

" 
Gte:rnovc•• onrl rec:t~':Jflti.n,• illi.J t!wt for !)llr:::oree of 

r,ccour: tine bettoJeen Vnva. Htllc.tzHlt e.w'. Joint •iir.trlbu­
/ 

t1on Comr:;i ttee, ••e furnich you 7:!i th fltr!te:;;ent 0f ull 

cur.w ex)enuod. iJY !lii;J fr•or.-, f:;-;ecir_l ~ l•illlion :;;~~c t'r•t:nc 

AO tll<.t his Committee ct•.n inr;t:ruct hit: to r'eJ:ou·~-J l'unrin · 

to Jgint ')istribution Comt;<i ttee. 

GRErl 
. (Act:tnri) 

i,: ... ·, 

'i·Hu:i.•i·-..Vr:nce :Jt~ 
r)/f'fj/L.io 

\" ........ , 

---------------- --=---------------~---"----------- ---
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li'Ollow.1ng menage 1s for you t:rom &. 1'.. J..eav1 li\ 
1 

A!Ml'1ean 

J~~tlell Joint Difltl"ibul1on Committees 

we wotald nppreo1a~e your oonf9rz•1n~ w1lh Iean.c ..ll.e.rnb~&eh 

and l'fX}I<c!eting him thr.t foi' rurpa:!H'!B of acoounttns oe\ween 

VJa11d Haho.t.zal& and Joint Dlllt.PibuUon Oo!Mlitt~e, be f"rnlall 

you wU.h ste t.ement of all swila extHtnded by h1m fror.a speo1al 

4 million Ul-lhs frtt.no denofil1t. t~lao wht~t ooinai1t.mellte he 

inOUl'rf!d 'tJ1 th j(OlH' 8PPI'O'Ifll whioh fl till p1.<yubl.e. rle&ae &Ilk 

him oe.ble dirE>et.ly V&ad Ht\llntzale., t-i"'w Yoz•it, sbHll.l.l' informa­

tion oo thht his Gommitt~~ ar.n 1nAtr~&ct him to rftlease funds 

%.~/ -~ 
// y J 

lO:GC a.m. 
;,ia.;; zi, , 1945 

iLiss Ct!auncey (for the Sec 1y), Corm, Hll-8ois, Gtlstori, Hodel, '-1utchi.son, 
:,;cCorrrack, O'Dw;yer, 7iles. ~ 

-------------
---~--
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Me¥ .30, 194.5 

Dear Mr. Leav1tt.c 

'l'he followJ.nc mesaaae for 10u from Joaeph Schwartz W&$ re­
ceived through tbe United States JllnbaeeJln Parle UDder date of 141¥ :8, 19451 

"lJave arranced with McClelland and SalJ Ma,yer for 
return of 20 million trance which &1'1!1 intact. ot 
the !t million francs which were sent for the account 
of McClelland and Sternbuach Orll.J 500,000 have been 
llBed for the purchase of food most of which baa not 
been dietributed and we have suggested that the sup.. 
plies be turned over to us. Have asked McClelland to 
return the balance to New York or tum 1t over to Sal¥ 
MaJer. He advisee t!at 1n order to do this Vaad Habe.t­
tala New York shoUld cable end write stembuech 
inetJ"Ueting him to return the funds 8Dd. to whom. Also 
sUggest lOll a8k Vaad Habatsala instruct Stembusch 
turn over distributed supplies to disposal Sal¥ Ma,yer. " 

Very truly JOUre, 

Florence Hodel 
Assistant Executive Uirector 

Mr. M. A. LeaVitt, SflCl"etary, 
Aznvioan Jewish Joint Distribution COIIIDittee, 
;t'/0 Madison Avenue, 
New York 16, New York. 

/ 

$I 
.Rl3Hutchison: 5/.30/45 

-------
------- -- ----~--- ----

---- -- -- -·-- -------
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Paris 

Dated Hay 29, 1945 lr) :.sfJ:v..uj~ 
l:,- ,, cJ 

Rec 1 d 12:57 a.m. 30th 

Secretary of State 

1vashington 

3032, Twenty-ninth 
X 

CONTfffli DOPY 
.. ··- ... "'-·~-. -~ 

/ _.. 
FOR WAR REFUGEE BOARD FOR l!OSES LEAVITT JOINT __ .,.....,. 

DISTRIBi:TION COH!HTTEE FROH JOSE?H SCHTTARTZ 

11
Have arranged with 11cCle~ . .land and Saly Mayer for 

/ 

return of 20 million francs rrhich are intact. Of the - / 
4 million francs which vrere sent for the account of 

I ' 

HcClelland and Sternbusch only 500,000 have been used 

for the purchase Of food :·10st of 11hich has riot been 

distributed and 1·re have sug~:estod that the supplies 

be turned over to us. Have asked UcClelland to return 

the balanc.e to Ne1-r York or turn it over to Saly Hayer. 
. ;/ 

He advises that in order do this Vaa~ Hatzalah 

Neu York should cable and 1-1ri te Sternbusch instructing 

him to return the funcls and to vlhom. Also "suggest 

you ask Vaad Hatzalah instruct Sternbusch turn over 

distributed· sup•1lies to disposal Saly Hayer. 11 

CAFFERY 

JHS 

---- -- -- ------- -- -- ---
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June 6, 194.5 

Dear Mr. teavittr 

'l'he followin£ message tor JOU from Ronell D. lcOlelland, 
Special Representative ot tbe War Retupe Board, was received 
through the Unl ted States Legation in :Bern under date of Ma)' 
.31, l94Ss 

liThe followinc 81110unta have been spent by Sternlnoh 
tb&-ough ICRO from four million franc special credit 
made available to Vaad Hehataala by JDO on March 21 
97,171.~ franca for condensed lllil.k and cheeae April 
24; 26,~ for rent on truckt, insurance, dl"lvere, 
etc for ab1pments of relief goode to the Reaenste.dt, 
April 251 ll ,620.45 for the eame on Jla¥ 2; the un8p8Dt 
balance of 500,000, tbe.t 18, 364, ""·05, transferred to 
commieaion llli.xte of IRC to cover coet of food pu!'cbaaee 
prev1owtl1 ordered, lola¥ 11; I autboriled Sternbuch to 
apeud or credit for expenditure a single sum of soo,ooo 
france 1n all which we retranefel'Nd to IRO March 26. 
'l'he balance unspent should therefore be approx1mately 
,3,500,000 leas banking oba:rgea, · I will try to recover 
thle lllOllef locally and will keep you advised. Vead· · 
Hahe.tsala baa requested Sternbuoh to wire statement of 
these expendi turea directly to them. " 

Very truly yo:urs, 

F.l.orence Hodel . 
Aeeiatant ~ecutive Director 

Mr. M. A. Leavitt, Secretar,y, 
Amerloon Jewish Joint Distribution Coum1ttee, 
-:t10 I.Jadiron Avenue, 
New York 16, New York. 

,; 

~tc_hie:>nl. 6/6[45 

. •i"-="'' . 
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l'oflding only by special - Datea May 31, 1945 /_,. \.. .. 
al'rangoment. Qlllii• W) 

DC/L Roctd 5:26 p.m. 

LIAISON 

Secretary oi' State, 

CONTROL COPY rvashington. 

2961, May 31, 8 a.m. 
X ....-

V'JRB FROI.i MACCLELLM!D 

Dept 
1 

s 1907 lfiRB' s 526 r.iay 28 and Legation r s 

2781 l'Iay 16. 

FOR LEAVITT OF JDC :following sums have boon 
' , 

expended by Sternbuch thru ICRC :from special :four 

----­
, 

million :franc credit made available by JDC to Vaad 

Hahtzala on March 2; 24 April 97177 .so :francs :for 

condensed milk and chooso; 25 April 26448 hire of trucks 

insuraneo drivers etc Tor relic~ shipments-to tho 

R~sonstadt; 2 May ll62D.45 :for same; and~ll JV;ay. unspent 

balance oi' 500,000 that is 364754,05 transi'orred to-

couunission mixto oi' IRC to cover f·ood purchases· pro-

viously ordorod. In all I authorized s-tcrnhuch to. spend 

or credit :for expenditure- a. single sum oi' 500,000 :francs 

which wo rotransi'orrod to IRC on March. 26.- Unexpended 

balnnce should therei'or.e bo about 3500000 minus 

banking charges. I will attompt-cT6--rocciver this money 

locally and 
- DECLASSIFIED 

State Dept; Lett~r. 1-11-7lJ 

~.RJI.J;';,kan~te~SEP 2~'lc"1972'• 



.. ~· 

-2-;;l296l, May 31, 8 o. .m. from Bern 

i'" 
loco.lly and will koop you ihformod. Stornbuch has 

boon roquostod to wire sto.tomont of those expenditures 

diroctly to Vao.d Ho.htzo.lo.. 

HARRISON 

RR 

-i 
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Dat~d July 17, 1945 

REc 1d 10:35 a.m. 

SEcrEtary of StatE, 

Washington. CONtRDL COPY 
35911 July 17 1 9 a.m~ 

K I 
OfDVJY::R OF VJRB FROJ.1 l:!CCLELL:.ND. 

. :-. ·-. ·.~:;::-- -: . .;__~~:7,::.~: ~:~.-~:.. 

LEgation's 2961 1 May 31. 

Kindly inform Mr. LE.avitt of JDC that for past 

six WEEks I haVE bEEl1 EndEavoring rECOVEr· unspEnt 
( 

balancE of approximatEly 3 1 500,000 Swiss francs still 

in joint a6c:ount at FidEs TrEuhand BasEl in StEmbuch's 

' and my namEs. St Ernbuch, how EyEr, was absEnt from 

•fitzErland mo·st of JunE in FrancE. HE finally callEd 

mE July 13 and statEd th;t hE hopEd within WEE:k; rE-' 

authorization from Vaadha Hatzalah, NEVI York 

In intErEst of clEaring up this piEcE of unfinishEd 

businEss as soon as possiblE, I should apprEciatE 

any stEps JDC could takE hasttn hh! authorization to 

StErnbuch. ~ ~---~- ·---c·--:-- ~DECLASS:lFmD- ---~~-

·- State Dept: Letter, 1:1v12. . 

_!Ji~~IS9NByRJX. Eii·b -i5iie~£P;2'71972 BB 
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July 27, 1946 

Dear Sire: 

The following message for you from lsaao 
Sternbuoh was received through the United 
States Legation in Bern under date of July·26, 
1946: . 

"With reference to our various tele­
grams and our telephone conversation, 
we urgently request prompt 1nstruct1ona 
regarding the unspent balance from li­
cense No. W-2426." · 

Very truly yours, 

(B!Bned} J' 1 Ol'~JnO"e Iiodvl 

Florence Hodel 
Assistant Executive Director 

Va'ad Hahatzala Emergency Oomm1ttee, 
132 Nassau Street, 
New York, N. Y. 

~- ---

hd 7/27/45 
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FOR rlRB FROLI l.ICCillLLAHD, 

I 

Born 
) /7 . I / // -.,. -'1 . ~/[{.f_.-/___.r· / ·.,··-~ 

.1. 

Dutod July 2Gf 1015 

CONTROL COPY 

{ Please deliver :following f'ror.t Sternbuch to Vaadha 

Ha tzala Uov1 York: 

11

rii th reference to our various telo[!;rmas o.ncl our 

telephone convcrsation1 no ur!Jontly request iiill:locliato 

. .r' ins tl'UC ti ens c oncorning unspon t balance f'l'OH 11 con so 

r! 2426, 11 

Hii.RRISON 

gpg p HR-1 
JT 

DECLASSIFIED. 
State Dept.Lettei, 1·11'72 

By R H. Parks Date-S.E.2..2 7 1972 

···;;~~. 
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X 

Reference youl" :No. ,3591, .July 17" 

iloo.ra has lJoen ndvi-sed t nn t pu~··m;u:mt to ~I'eeoent 
/ / / 

bet'!Teon JDC nn<'l Ve.aa lidw.tz~:Jt•, :.Jtor·nbtH:h 1s to rece:l.vo 

100.000 :Jules i'!'CnC~, 01' the / ppr·o~d.Dntely 3~5{)()fG00 

:.J1!1£o frnncg ot111 1n cpoc1aJ jo1rri,; aoc<mnt in :}tor'flbJ.H~h 1 n 

G~I.C:.\"i 
( 1\CT(--!l) 

k~rr:} 

·'' 
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CABLE TO AMLEGA!IOI, BERN, FOR MCCLELLAND FROM WAR REFUGEE BOABD 

Reference your Bo. 35911 July 1'1. 

Board has been advised that pursuant to agreement between 

· .Jl>C ~d Vaad Hahatza1a, Sternbucll is to receive 100,000 Swiss 
·, 

francs of the approximately ~,500,000 Swiss francs still 1n 

epe·cial Joint account in Sternbuch 1 s and your names. JDO 

authorizes you with Board's approval to receive the afore­

mentioned balance lese 100,000 Swiss francs to be transferred 

to Sternbuo~and to transfer this amount to account of Saly 

Hayer. 

This 1e WRB Bern Ro. 541 

Ju].Jr 27 1 1945 
10:15 s .• m. 





/ 
/ 
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-HAHtiTZALfl 
{EMERGENCY COMMITTEE) 

132 NASSAU STREET 
(ROOM 818) 

NEW YORK 7. N. Y, 

PHONE RECTOR 2•42315 

July 25 , 1945 

Miss Florence Hodel 
War Refugee Board 
Treasury Building 
Washington, D. c. 

Dear Miss Hodel: 

This is to advise the War Refugee Board th·at we have officially 
instructed ~r representative Isaac sternbuch in MOntreux, 
Switzerland as follows: 

"FROM JOINT ACC<XJNI' WITH J.i)CLELLJ\ND 
ONE HUNDRED THOUSAND FRANCS GO TO Y<XJR 
ACCOUNT BALliN CE M:OLELLAND STOP JDC IS 
CONFIRMING THIS aRRANGEIDNT VIITH 
~CLELLAND" 

This is with the consent of the Joint Distribution Co~ittee. 

Our instructions will no doubt be carried out. 

With our deepest appreciation, we are 

L 

Very respectfully yours, 
,/ 

V Ai>D HATZALA EMERGENcY COMMITTEE 

To utili%e the possibilities fiJr- re:scue of European Jewry- where the· 
· V a a d H a h q 1 % a I a _program is especially~ needed;_ 

. --~"-.-. .J' 
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Doted Luc;ust l~r;' l9Ll5 / 

S3cretary of State, 

Viashington • 

,. 

3885, Lucust 14, l p.m. 
\' ,/ 

FOR 0 1 D'i!YEI1, 1lRB, FRJ;· I·.CCCLELL!-.ND, 

ICindly inform JDC Now Yorlc that on /,ugust 7 sum 
/ 

of 3,397,098,25 Swiss francs was released to me as 
,.. ,/ 

unspent balance of joint account I had been holding 
y / 

with Stornbuch, latter having roto.ine-d--100,000 francs 
- /,/ 

according to previous ins true tions. Saly r.:nyor h2.s 

been notified that I am holdine.o this-money-at··hi~s-dis--

posal, 

JT 

n'ecLASSIFIED 11-'la 
etate D•l't.Letter, 1- SEP Z 7 1972 . 

'By_R. H..ParksDa.te-=-- --



Dear Mr. Leavitt: 

Under date of Aug~st 14 1 1946, Mr. McClelland 
cabled the Board requesting that we advise you that 
on August 7, 1946, the e~m ot 3,397.098.2& Swiss 
france was released to him as the unspent balance 
ot the Joint account he had been holding with Stern­
ouch who retained 100,000 Swiss francs in accordance 
with previou-s 1nstr~ct1ons. Saly Mayer has been 
notified that Mr. McClelland is holding this money 
at his disposal. 

Very truly yours, 

(Signed} WilHam O'Dirye'!' 

William O'Dwyer 
Executive Director 

Mr. M. A. Leavitt, 
American Jewish Joint 
Distribution Committee, 

270 Madison Avenue, 
New York 16, N. Y. 

8/18/46 


