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March 13, 1946
EMORANDUM ] P g ' o

The Seoretary met with Rabbis Kalmanowitz; Kotler and: Korff
and Mr. Bunim at 3:16 p.m., Mareh 13, 1946. General O'Dwyer and
Miss Hodel of the War Refugee Board were also present.

Rabbl Korff opened the presentation for the rabblnlcel
group stating that they hed come 10 gee the Seoretary on three
matters: (1) the problems involved in the restrioctions im-
vosed on the remittance of the $937,000 to Isaac Sternbuch;
{2) the obtaining of transportation from Switzerland into Germany;
and (3) the evaocuation of refugees from Germany to Switzerland by
means of transportation facilitles provided from Bwitzerland.

The Seeretary prefaced his remarks by stating that he would
speak to the group very frankly as & government officisl and
- with deep and sinoere sympathy for their work. He then explalned
that our Government's primary eoncern today 1s the winning of the
war and the proteotion of American prisoners of war; that within
this framework, the high officlals of the Government responslble
for War Refugee Board aotivities have been unremitting in thelir
efforte to accomplisly the purposes for which the Board was
oreated. He explailned that the attentlon that has been glven %o
War Refugee Board matters during the waglng of a war has been
amazing and that the aocomplishments to date have been remarkable.
The Seoretary astated that, because of the primary concern of our
Government to win the war, the only decision which could be reached
in the Musy matter was the one made unanimously by the Board mea- .
bers at a special meeting called for. the sole purpose of discussing
that problem, Thile declision was thai no payments for ransom.$0. :
the Gormans could be authorlzed by this Government. ‘However, -
because of the possibility that the money ln question might be
needed for legitimate expenditures and because of the Board's =
- goneern over the saving of the livee of the perseouted minorities
inside Germany, the remittance in queatlon was aprroved with cer-
-tain safeguards. ER R R NG RN e

The Beoretary then stated that the Jews in Amerioa Gould TR

bring great harm to themselves and dangerous anti-gemitic publioc- R

ity Af it should ever be revealed that any American Jews were ..
dealing direotly with Himmler for the rescue of Jews: from German~
controlled territory. : T - ) e G

Mr. Bunim, speaking for the rabbis, stated that they appreol- -
ated the views expressed by the Beoretary but that they felt that -
the 1ives involved were so important that humanitarian cgonsidera-
tione should prevail in thie case and that the saving of more
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lives might well be forestalled by the restrictions imposed upon
the remittance in questlion. He then argued that the requirement
in the llocense to refer back to Washington every request for the
use of the money in question would involve delays and posslbly
endanger further rescue operations. He requested. that with
regspect to the million Swigs france alrdaddy remitted under the
license permission be granted to spend this amount for legltinmate
expenditures upon the authorization of Mr. MoCllelland, the Board's
representative in Switzerland. The Seeretary stated that the re-
quest to so modify the llocense was reasonable and General O'Dwyer
and Miss Hodel concurred. The Beorstary then atated that an
appropriate cable would be drafted and cleared with Seoretary
Stimgon and Secretary Stettinius.

With respeet to the problem of transportation facllitles
from Switzerland to Germany, the Seoretary explained that the
Board was exploring every possibility of obtalnlng adequate. truck-
ing facllities for the delivery of rellef through the International
Red Cross to oilvilian detalnees. He explained that the War Depart-
ment had agreed last week to recommend to General Elsenhower that
trucking faclilities be made avallable from United States army
‘stocks for thie purpose and General U Dwyer stated that at the
same time MoClellend is meking every effort to obtain transporta-
tion egqulpment from private sources inside Switzerlsnd. . Ke added
that the Swies Minister had sgreed to resommend %o his goveranment
that Swiss Government transportation equipment be made avallable
for this purpose, It was explained that transportation equipment
must be obtained if any rellef is to reach these people and if
any of them are to be reeoued to safety in Switzerland. == -

. As to the third question, it was explained that the plan

being developed.by the War Refugee Board envisaged -the use of.
relief delivery trucke for the evasuation of physically unfit y
detainees from Germany %o Switzerland. - In addition, it was also
explained that the presidant of the International Red Oross 1s
now in Germany discussing with high German offiolasls the possible
use for such evacuationn of truecke: being used for: the delivery of .. -
prisoner of war packages, P SRk AR

A% the'oonélusion:ot:thé'ﬁeeting, the:thbiATbresehfeﬂrtc L e
the Beoretary & written memorandum covering the points whioch SRR
they had made in their discussion. - B R T

it
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= VAAD HA HH’I'ZHLEI%";' |

(EMERGENCY COMMITTEE)

132 NASSAU STREET
{ROOM 9190)

NEW YORK 7. N. Y.

PHONE RECTOR 2-4238 7 .
March 15, 1945 ' . o

General William O'Dwyer
War Refugee Board
Treasury Department
Washington, D.C.

“Honorable Sir: ) S

We respectfully sumit for immediate consideration, amendment
of License #W2426 with respect to one million Swiss francs remitted
on March 10, 1945 to the account of Isasac Sternbuch and Roswell ) ) .
MeClelland in the Credite Swiss, bank in Berne, , , g o e |

Condition One of the License reads:

"(1l) No part of the above sum shall be expended
or committed for expenditure except as
authorized by specific action of the War
Refugee Board, Washington, D.C."

It is very obvious that our representative will need funds
for routine expenses such as transportation, food, documentary fees,
supplies, and personal services. At that moment he may have suffic-
lent time to submit these items to Mr. MeClelland but it would be
most hazardous for the rescue work involved to delay decision on these
expenditures until Mr. MeClelland would communicate with Washington
and wait for a reply. One hour may cost thousands of 1lives,

lMr. MeClelland no doubt is s trustworthy and capable representa-
tive of the War Refugee Board and is fully apprised of the. spirit pre-
vailing in the War Refugee Board and the several departments. compris=-
ing the Board., We therefore request that-he should be authorized at
his own discretion to release the above million francs recently: re-=

mitted for the above outlined purposes andrsimilar,purpqses@;,‘

Need we call your attention to the fact that time is ‘of the.
essencel ' L S gl
Vaad Hafzala—Emérgelcy Committee’

" Rabbi Aron Kotler -

Rodbi o Kokl

Rabbi Abraham Kalmenowitz .

Virving'M;

To utilize ‘the possibilities. for 1 scu‘e,r f E roéetjn .lg';wa"y Vu{lr'lgre"'phé’f' )
Vaad H ahatzala program is especially ‘neededs . -
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¥ QY : War Refuges Board -
] Treasury Depariment
[ Washington, D.C,

Attention: Miss Hodell
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Beorctary Morgenthau
Miss Hodel

You will recall thet when the Vasd Hahatzala (Rebbi
Kalmanowitz, ete.) called on you lest week they requested
that consideration be given to an smendment to the license
issued in the Musy case. Specifically, they requested
that, with respeat to the 1,000,000 Bwiss francs remitted
on ascount on Maroh 10, permisslon be given to Mr. McQlellend,
the Board's reprssentative, %o authorize expenditures for
such items ag trangportation, documentary fees, food and
other supplies and services without prior refersnce to
¥ashington.

At the conference, you indicated that thie was a
ressonable request. '

Following the meeting, General O'Dwyer discussed the
matter with Mr. Grew and Colonel Gearhardt of Mr. MeOloy's
offloce. Mr. Grew atated that he would have no objection to
suoh an amendment provided that MoClelland were insgtructed -
agaln that no part of the 1,000,000 Swiss francs could be
used for ransom. (olonel Gearhserdt indicated that the Yar
Department would alse approve the amendment on that basis,

The attaghed draft of a osble to Bern advising .
‘MoOlelland THat™the War Refugee Board has approved such
an amendaent is submitied for your approval. -Goples hsave
aleo been sent to Mr, Grew and Oolonel Gearherdt for State
and War olearance, , SRR '

. (B1aneq) Floranes Bo‘!ei -

FHiha 3/20/45




CABLE TO HARRIUM, BEAH, FOR WOULELLAND FROM WAl ShFUGE. BOARD

At the request of the Vasd Hahatzala the War Refugee Hoard
haa auprovndvmn amen&ment of Treasury lloonsérﬁé. HeZ2486, text
of whleh was onbled to you on Mareh 6, 1948 (Dapartmant‘s
No. 988). The nmendment providss that, solely with reapsot to
the 1,000,000 Swisa Cfraones remitted by Vasd Hahetzala on Koreh 10
to the jJoint eccount of lessme Sternbuoh and Roswell HoGlelland,
exvenditures may be authorized by you as reprssentstive of the -
Bosrd, witﬁout orier refercnse to the Board in Washington, for
suoh legitlmste expensee as Lrananort:tlon, dosumentary feea,
food end other gupplles and services, ' ‘

In spproving this amendwent, the Board holds you responsible
to see to it that no (repeat no) part of the 1,000,000 Zwiss frenes
ls used for rsnsam. A5 you wers adviaadvan Hayoh 2, the meﬁhara
9f the Board Qnanimoumly'aaclded thﬁﬁrﬂﬁ pay@en&a for ranson will
be authoriszsd, , 7 | o |

VPlaaaa Xaep Hourd fully informed Qr:gﬁy pgyﬁenus whioh are
suthordzed by you under this amendment, Theatgit'af'ﬁﬁe_aaeﬂd-r

ment will be zent in 8a9&r$te ﬂahie,

FH:hd 3/17/45'

Sy
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TO! Mr. Warren ' 7 o o
FROM! Miss Hodel

In accordance with General O'Dwyer's conversation
with ¥r. Grew last week, there 1s forwarded %o you here-
with for Mr. Grew's approval a proposed cable to Bern
on .the amendment $0 the Vaad Hahatzala license. The
amendment to the llicense will not be issued by the
Treasury Department until the attached cable has been
dispatohed to Bern.

It will be appreciated'if you will advise us
by telephone of Mr, Grew‘s views ooncerning the pro-
posed cable, .




CABLE TO HARRISON, BERN, "FOR MOCGLELLAND FROM WaR REFUGE. BOARD
| .

A%t the request of the Vaad Hahatzale the War Refugee Board
has approved sn awendment of Treasury lisense No, W=2426, text
of which was cabled to you on March 6, 1948 (Department's
No, 983). The amendment providee that, solely with reapect to
the 1,000,000 Swiss france remitted by Vaed Hehotzsla on Meroh 10
to the Joint eccount of Isaame Sternbuch end Roswell Moclolland.
expenditures may be authorized by you as representative of the
Board, without prior refersnce to the Board in Washington, for
suoh legitimate expenses ac - fransport:stion, documentary faes,
food and other supplies and services.

In apﬁrov&ng this amendment, the Bosrd holds -you rasponelblor
$o see to it that no (repeat no) part of tho 1, goo, Q00 Bwiss tranoe‘
ie used for raneom. Aa you were advised on Mareh 2, the membara
of the Board unanimously deoided that no paymenta for ranaon will
be authorized. ‘ 7 o ‘ o

~ Please keesp Hoard fully'lﬁforged otaaﬁy'payaente'éhioh gvi’“
authorized by you under this amendment. - The text;éf‘ﬁge;amén&;:ﬂ
ment will be sent in, separate cables ' T :

| FHind 3/17/45







MAR 20 1945
MEMORANDUM

TO: Colonel Gearhardt

FROM: Miss Hodel

In accordance with your recent conversation with
General O'Dwyer, there 1s sent Lo you herewith for clear-
ance a copy of our proposed cable to Bern on the amendment
of the license 1ssued in the Musy negotiations.

The emendment will not be 1ssued by the Treasury
Department until this cable has been cleared and dispatched.

fSlgned) Florsnce Houway




UASLE TC HARAISGR, BAN, FOR HOULELLARD FROV Woli RLFUGE. BOARD

At the reguest of the Vasd Hahietzalas the wep Kerugao Bourd
haa a»grovud an amendment of Troesury License Ho, He 2498, toxt
of whioh wes eubled to Jou on Hareh 6, 1945 (Bopartusnt's
No. 988). fthe saondment provides that, solely with respegt o
the 1 000,000 Bwiss franes remltted by ¥aed Henatzala on Norgh 10
te the Joiat acoount of Isase dternbuch aend Heswel) Hotlellsnd,

Cexpengitures may be authorized By you na representative of the
Hoard, without ,riop reference %0 the Boerd in knshingten, for
pueh legitimste excenses as Sranaport-tion, aaaumantaty feoa,
food and other supplies end services,

In approving this susndwent, the Sonpd halds you responaible

80 zee to 4% that no (repest no) part of the 1,008,000 Swlss frunase
rrxs used for rancom., 4o You were sdvised on Hareh & 2, the meabsva
of the BRospd unsnimounly deoided thav no paynenta fov Panson wlll
ba suthoriszed.

Flesso Kesp Bonpa rulxy 1ntermua of ‘say paymanﬁs whlah are
suthordzed by you uhder this emsndment, ?ha z@xt ar she nmaad—

sent will be sent iu sfpernte gable.

THIS IS WRB BERN CARLE NO. 467

U5 am
March 21, 1945

Pied s/iv/es T







CABLE TO HARRISON, BERN, FOR MCCLELLAND FRON WARVREFUGEEVBOARD

At the reguest of the Vaad Hahatzala the War Refugee Board
has approved an amendment of Treasury license No., W-2426, text
of which was cabled to you on March 6, 1945 (Department's
No., 958). The emendment provides that, solely with respect to
the l,OO0,000‘Swiss ffancs renitted by Vasd Hahatiala on Maréh 10
to the jJoint account of Isasc Sternbuch and Roswell McClelland,
expenditures may be authorized by you as representative of the
Board, without orior reference to the Board in Washington, for
such legltimate expenses as transportz tion, documentery fees,
food and other supplies and services,
, In epproving this amendment, the Board holds you responsible
to see to it that no (repeat no) part of the 1,000,000 8Bwiss francs
i1s used for ransom. As you were advised on March 2, %he ﬁemberé -
of the Board unanimously decided thet hqlbé&ments for ransom wWill
be authorized. ' R | o
Please keep Board fully infgrmed 5f any”paymentérﬁhich;are
authorized by you under this amendmenﬁ;&~Thé féit ofr%hé—émend;

ment will be sent in separate cable.







MAR 21 1945

TO? Mr. Schmidt
FROM: William O'Dwyer

Reference 1s made to ilconeo Ro. W~-2426 Lssued by
the Treasury Department to the Vasad Hahatzala Emergency
Committee upon the recommendation of the ¥War Refugse
Board, ) '

The ¥War Refugee Board hes received a writiten re-
quest, copy ef which is attaghed, from the Vaad Hahatzala
for an smendment of the first asondition of the license so
88 1o provide that, with respect to the 1,000,000 Swiss
francs remitied on Maroh 10 1946, expenditures may be made
as suthorized by Roswell Mcélelland, War Refugee Board
representative in Bern, Switzerland.

The members of the War Refugee Board have approved e
thie amendment and it 1is reoommended «{hat the license be A
amended 88 requested at onge, : r

For your lnformation, there 18 attached a oopy of
the eable whioch the Boerd has sent to K¥r., HoClelland in
connection with this matter, - : R

(81gned) W11 4am 6"’1',,;,,,7

Attachmenta, ' e T e B,

L itdsy

- PHind 3/20/48 o e b




Vahp RAMATZALA
EMEBOLEGY COMMIPTHRE
132 Huaseau Ht.
Hew ‘York

Moreh 16, 1948

Ganeral ¥Williea Q'Dwyer
Her Refugee Soard
Treasury Peapartnoent
¥Wsehington, B. ©,

Honorable 8irt

e respeatfully submit for lmmediate connideration, asmendment
of License #WE426 with reapect Lo one sillion Subss franos remitted
on March 10, 1948 to the sceount of lsmas Sterabush and Roawell
MoClelland in the Oredite fwian, bank in Born. ‘

gondition One of she Liconge readst

*(1) Ho part of tho atove aus shall be expended
or gomsitted for expenditurs except &p
sathorized by specifioc agtion of Lhe ¥mr
Refugee Board, Washington, D. ¢.¢

It s very obvious thet our repressntative will need funds
for routine expences such as transportation, food, dogunentary fees,
suppldes, and- persvnsl services. At the moment he may Rave suffio~ .
lont tise to aubsit these Ltems to Hr. Hollelland but At would Us
post hazerdous for the resouse work invelved to delay declsion on
thend expenditurss until Me., MoOlslland would communicats with

',?ﬁch&ngtan end walt for & reply. One hour poy oost thousands of
ves, p, T

Hr. ¥olUlellend no doubt is & trustwerthy ond gspabls repra~
renitative of the War Hefugee Bosrd and 1s fully spprised of the
apirdt prevailling in the ¥ar Refugee Bourd and he several depart=. -
nente comprising she Bosrpd. ¥e therefore request that he ahguld ™
be zuthorizsd at his own disgretion $o relssse the above amillien
france racently remitied for the sbove sutlined surposes and
simils® PUPPOSaR. A : o T .




Need we eomll your attention to the faol thet time ia of
the essenas! ‘

Vead lehstzpla Emorgensy Comaltise
/8/ Habbi Aron Kotler

/3/ Rabbi Abrshas Relaangwiyg

78/ Ieving u. Bunim
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followdiny fop Eteellnnd\lsUl L &
\“ o glogely EuaTder:
e the Hear ReTugee Poerd -

Hes avproved an amsndment of Irecsury license No, WU=2428, %ext

A% the vequest of the Vagd U

By

of walch wps cabled %0 you con Merch 6, 1245 (Departmenits no. 988).

The muenduent providee thol, solely with -respect to wthe 1,000,000

 wise fremes remitted vy Vesd Hohotzaie on Napch 10 to the joink

secouns of Tepee Sterubuch end Roswell oeClellend, sxwenditures
ey we puthorized by'you o8 represantotive of the Soprd, withoud
prior reference to the Dosrd in w¢shington, for such legiiimate
expenaes g2 tronsporiation, aocﬁmentafy foea, food snd otﬁbr sup- }%
plies ond services.

In opproving this amendment, the Hoard holde you,réépon@ib;e_,
to see to 4t thnt nor(repéat'no)rpgrﬁ 0?»the}igobb;OQoiéw;sbvfﬁaﬁés

is vsed for remsom. Ae you were ndviced on Merch £, the members

of the Boerd unpuimeuncly declded the® NO peyments £op pensom will v
be ocuthoriged, , 7 L S S I BT

Flegee keep Hourd fully infowmed of ¢ny pcymente which ape
euthorized by,you'uﬁdefitﬂia,;@énamentéQg?hértéﬁf}qfizbé'bmend—;
went will be sentrin"separaﬁe cablép o o ‘
7 ’ ' 7 o 7 s G
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CABLE TO HARRISON, BERN, FOR MCOLELLAND FROM WAR REFUGEL BOAKD

At the request of the Vasd Hahatzalse the War Refugee Board
has avproved an amendment of Treasury 1lcénae No. w-zazé, Lext
of which was cabled to you on March 6, 1948 (Department's
No. 968). The amendment provides that, solely with respect to
the 1,000,000 8wiss francs remitted by Vasd Hahatzala on March 10
to the Joint account of Iseac Sternouch and Roswell McClelland, 7
expendltures may be authorized by you as representative of the
Board, without prior reference to the Board in Washington, for
such legitimate expenses as transportation, documentary fees,
food and other suppliles and services, )

In approvlﬁg this amendment, the Board holds you responsible .
to see to it that no (repeat no) part of ‘the 1,000,000 Bwiss francs
is used for ransom. As you were advised on March 2, the memosrs
of the Board unanimously declded that no paynents tor ransom willrz ;

" be authorized.

Pledse keep Board fully 1nformed'6rfany'paymentévwhichiapar

authorized by you under this amendment;«'rhe'teiﬁ @fi;he amend-

ment wlill be sent in separate cable,
THIS IS WRB BERN CABLE NO. 467 S R - i

11:15 a.m.
March 21, 1945

FH:hd 3/17/45
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In reply -lease
refor Ltor {2021

Doar birs:

The tar Refuiee lourd hag transmitted to thig
Vffice & copy of your letter uf March 15, 1945, in which
Jou request that liconse Ho. 7=2426 Lsgued o you under
date of Marah 1, 1945, e wended so thuat, with respect
to the sum of 1,000,000 “wiss franes remibted under sush
liconse on Yarch 1, 1945, expenditures say be wvade as
authorized Ly Mr. Roswell D, MoGlellend, war Refugea Yoard
representuative in Bern, Switwerlund,

© Pursvant to dhe regomsendstion made o this 0fftee
by the ¥ar Refugee Board, lleenss Ho. ne2426, |61t sbove,
iw hereby avended vo as to pravide that, solely with respeat
%o the sum of 1,000,000 sSwiss (rancs rasittod under this lie
senee on Yersh ), 1945, expanditures Hay be wathorised by
Hre Romwell D. UoClelland, as the ragresentative in Fydtgera
land of the far Refugee Poard, foy such eXpOnsss a8 HrHnn-
portation, dooumentary feea, food, snd other supplies agd
servicos. / : , R

- Sineersly yours »

BAnoY Oreis & Sohritdy
Orvia A, Seheddt
rector

Vand Habntagls brergonay C sibine,
Union. of Urthedox Fabbis the <%
- Unlted #ates and Ganada,
dan Hasoan Sirast, :
Hew York, lew York.

RiParkesony - 32245
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Dratt of letter to \ d Hahatzals re azendaent . W-ier6 - diciaied - - o
oy Perke. ‘ ‘ )

¢ I

Dear 8irs:

The wWar Refugee Board has trensmitied o this office a
cony of yuur letier of March lo, 1945, in witich you requested
that licerise No. W-2426, issued 10 you uuier asie of Marcn 1, .
1545, ve auended o that, with reevect to the guwn of 1,000 000
Swiss frencs renitied under such license on Merch 10, 1lu4b, ez~
venditures may we made as sulnorized oy Roswell D. KeClelland,
war Refuxee B rd reoresentelive in 3ern, 3witzerlsnd,

Pursuant to tne recommendstion made o thie cffice oy tne
War Refugee Board, license No, W-%4£8 clted aoove 1s nersoy smended —
S0 ae 1o »rovide ihat, solely with resnect 1o tae sum of 1,999,000
Swiss francs remitied under daLe of Maren 10, 194B, expenditures
nay oe asulhorized vy Roswell D. ¥cClelland as wne :epresenhati;e
in 3witzerlend of ihs %ar Refugee Béard, for sadn expenses as
iransnoriation, documentary fees, focod and Otnéfiétpﬁliés:ghd
services. |

Sincerely youré}







DEPARTMENT GOING DIVISION OF
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STATE : TELEGRAﬁ TELEGRAPH SECT
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1204
The ccble beloy for MeClellond is iHY 497,
Reference Deprriuent's 1149 of March 21; 1945 (WRB 46?)¢
A Following is text of rrendment deted liareh 22 to 11c;nge
No. ¥=2426 1esued to Vaad Hehptzple dmerpgenzy Committee:

' <SUOTE Fursucnt to the recommendsiion mode to this
Cffice by the lor Hefugee Boprd, licerrve Ho. Ue2428 is
Lerdiny cmended ro o8 to provide the§, 2o0lely with respect
to the eun of 1,000,000 Yuiee frenes yomitted under thie
license on iinrch 10, 1045, expenﬁitgres may'be ruthdyi—
zed by lir, Roswell D, mménnna [-r*ﬁ‘fie'rebreééntative
in Switzerland of the Vep ! lefugee uorz 5 for such ewwenses-
ae trunﬂport‘tlon, docunentery fees, xood nd other sup-

plies cnd services,’ Uri U0

R
(Actipg’ I i
H -‘{‘ T -

WRU: MV 1 KG o owg e
3/24/46 |




CABLE TO HARRISON, BERN, FOR NOULELLAND FROM WAR KEFUGSE BOARD

Referenas Departasnt's 1149 of Mareh 21, 1948 (VAB 48Y).
Following 1s text of amendment Astsd Mareh 2arto 1icense
No., W-2426 lssucd to Vesd Hehstusla Emergenoy comlitteet

"Pursuant to the roccnaaudatiou asde t0 this Office
by the War Refugee Bomrd, license Mo, W-2426 As heraby
amended so as to provide thet, solely with respeet 6o
the sum of 1,000,000 suinn fronoe rouitsed undex this
1l0ense on March 10, 1948, axpenﬁxtukea'may bé sushori-
sed by Mr. Roswell B. MeoOlellend, ne the representative
in Switzerland of the War Refugeo Board, for such sexpensea
as transport: tion, documentsry fees, fuoa, and olher

e

©  supplies and services,* e i

THIS IS WRB BERN CABLE WO. 477

Fity,

9 30am.,

; Meboh 24, 1945 B e T e A 0 ST
: ;}?z: Chauncey5(for “the Sec'y), Cohn;*Dquis;ffGagton?——Hoc}e.l,gim;gihlson,,—,,,7—; o
: ’ McCormack, OlDwyer, ‘Files. . @ -0 T bt o T il B e ,

m 8/23/46
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APR 6 - 1085

Dear Sirs:

We have been informed by our reprosentative in
Ewltzerland that he has authorized Mr. Stermbuch to remit
to the Internatlonsl Committee of the Red Cross the sum of

500,000 swise frencs for food purchases and transportation

X

oharges, inder the terms of your amended License No, w-2426

Very truly yours,

o
{9 e
wignad) |

Villiam O'Dwyer
Executive Director

Vand Hahstzala Emergency Committee,
132 Nessau Street, )
New York 7, New York.
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, \ -NTRAL SERVICES
TELEGR@M) . TELEGRAPH SECTIO

I5ion OF

CEN 24! Sepiings Q/W/ /
CC=991 BeErn

Distribution of true 1945 App

arrangemente.
Rec'!d 6:08 p.m.
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oo, pONTROL COPY

Washington,

1905, March 31, 1 pem.

FOR WRB FROM MCCIELL[ ND

Depaertment's 1149, WRB'S 467 Merch 21 and 1204, WRB!S
477, March 24,

Sternbuch has been informed of this amendment to
Vaad Hahatzala's license W~2426 governing only one
million francs,

Pursuant to this amendment and after thorough

examination of purpose, I hquﬂqgjhorized Sternbuch -

to remit 500 OOO:éwiss francs to ICRC tSvcéver‘EVEnte'
ual food burchgses and trﬂnsport;tlon cha rgEs. ICIR:

has ngrEEd to furnlsh me with dEt 11Ed 1nformﬂtlon

= concerning all such ourchqses on cergEs.

i'ﬁHARR S0N

MB - Lol B

: .DE’CLASSIFI
F'D
Eta te Dept Letter; 1. 11 79

. ~ ST : , B.‘/RH,ParksDateSEP 2? ]972
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PARAPHRASﬂ o rELmeAM nraxrvvn 52‘”“ 5E====5h

7?&6%3, _fAmericnn Legation. Barn

> TO: ;_ “‘Beoretary of 3tate, waahingtcn
'DAT“D: L _April 9, 1946

'_coneentr&tien osmps.

. of Wi and for- the Depnrtment 18 tranamitted.

ien foot toward a Nazl Reduit in the aouﬁh. or fitteen maaor

',uere wllling to prsserVﬁ the atatus cuo 1n thtaa eamp- ana

e TONT ?ﬁi 80PY

US UhG”NT

xha following uossase frcm ﬁ001alland for Genaral ziaggér;

Aooompanied by otarnbuoh. Muﬂy who had Juat oome back SR
from his mast recens trip to Germany, cgllod on me - on tha ath :gf
of April wlth the 1nformat1an and propasals givon below::v’ :

Himml@r. achellnnberg, and nnothar BS eeneral named Gehring.

Who waa described by tiusy ae belng ‘the head of German oonoaftranf fﬁ

.tion oamp syatem, were. ealled toa meetlnw on Aprll 3rd or 4thi5; S

by Hltlar who had 1earned of negetlations or the %L to. ?eleaseh

oartain oatagoriea ot schutzhaftlinge. and- Hitler was apposad
to any such r%laaae. the’ raleuso cr Jaws aspecially.l

: Acaordingly. preparatians ware atnr@e . ‘r the eVacuatian

B Himmler and achollsnberg navertheleaa deelared that they

preVent luch -vaouation prov&éod thsy rmceivt rrcm th@ Britl-h




-2

'fand Amerioaus aasuranoe that all ndministratite personncl and
»1:8% guaras found 1n anoh Oampa will oe treated ns aoldiera and

.prisonerﬂ of war when ‘the British or Amorioan roreas arr1Ve.,‘4;‘jﬁf7 '

vThe foar that all. uuch 53 gunrds would be shot at onea. moblvated
the oondltlon named abevo. ‘ . : o
i Musy was 1ntormed that to the bent of my knowledge 1t 14 :¥”'
not Lhe praotloe of Brltish or Aaerlean Armiea to shoot anyone¥1§ :;‘“

“ine unlform of i unlt lnccrporlted regularly n Gernan armed

foroeé who without resiatnnce aurrandered pruperly.
‘ Muay vas aaked by me to. furnieh 1nforuation ae to the o

exaot geographio 1osation of the Fifteen Gampd in. qunation aa~iisf"

eoon as posslbla. :
He mnat have a reply bj aevan o'clock in the evening,-u

" April’ 11. at the 1atest AT evacuation of these eamps 1s to ue j}f’i: S

»,avoided. Musy deelarsd. o , :
It 19 diffloult to undcrstand the presant prOposal made e
of such small advantage to

by the Hazls whlch 18 apparent
. them. 1n the 1lght of earlier praposals they have mado._ ;: &

It 15 requusted that you inform me as to what action Jou

'desire ma to take 1n the matter, 1f any.

‘

HAR“I&ON ,; :

DO/LILOW 1 AN







Xou arerhrreby dlrpeyed ot (repaat nct) tc angar@ in any

7: Lﬂ' S 'alseaanimna nancerning nropaeely oi che nabur# aeaeriheé 1n
"fyour No. ¢087 af Aﬂril 9.5 nny nueh wronasale ar 1ieeua$10ns

sre’ -myonﬁ thﬂ Lerma of rsfﬂr@neo ot sne pr ~efugap ﬂaara

thin is WHE Sern No, 499

<7"3of;; £

:'f‘/"/‘l,‘)







'RY‘dear‘Hr.7$écfétdry:

B I send you herewith for yourpperaonal

1nformation coplee of a: cable dated April 9'5“

_«>1946 received from Mr. McClelland 1n Bern

and of our reply thereto,,

Very truly yours f

- /e)(,( Xx

' William O'Dwyer ,
Exacutiva Direotor;g

----- - ' The Honorable

The Sacretary or State.

Enqlosgres. :




AeR 1L 80

My déékor. oecretary.

1 send you herewith for your personal

1nformation oooieq of & cabla dated Aoril 9,'

»1945 reoeived from Hop. Mcclelland in Bern

and of our PeDlY theretoa,

'_Very-t#uly yours

A YT

Wllliam O'Dwyer
Exeeutive Director

=The Honorable,

The Secr@tary of the Treasury.

Enélbsur_;esv

thd = 4/11/45.




AR L1 1969

My dear Mr. Secretary:

I send you herewith for your personal
information coples of a cable dated April 9,
1046, Peceived from Mp. MeGlelland in Bern";
and of our repnly thereto.

Very truly yours,

M ena T I T an 0 e

William O'Duyer
Exeoutive Director

The Honorable,

The Secretary of War,

Enelosures,

s Eagt e
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AIR MAIL
——

‘Enclosure: Reportrof'reéént{cbnféfsétioh with Musy. = -

LEGATION OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

/
Bern, April, 1lth, 1945,

Dear General O'Dwyer:

With reference to my wire No, 2087 of .
April 9th, I enclose for the Boardl's information
a copy of my discussion "in extenso" of last
Sunday afternocon with Musy,

Meanwhile your enswering wire, Depart-
ment's Wo, 1415 of April 11 has been received,
It ig difficult for me to know how far this
represents the Board's ideas or those of the
Department of State, As it happened Musy
telephoned me before this message came in so
that I could only attempt to stall him , He
will call again, unfortunately, tomorrow
evening at about 7 o'clock, a% which time I
shall have no choice tut to string him along
further, I plan on my own responsibility
to tell him that we can only give a definite
answer to his proposal on:condition that we
first be furnished detailed informaticn con=
cerning the names, exact geographic location,
number of inmates (including the nationalities
and sexes) for each of +the 15 ‘concentration
camps, O R T :

Vefyréinéefely:youfs,“

Roswell D, McClelland ™~

4

Brigadier General Willian O'Dwyer
"-Executive Director, - S
Viar Refugee Board;, T
-~ Washington 25, D,C,

S DECLASSIFIED - i
State Dept, Lelter; 111 s-EfP
- "By R H Parks Data. %0 .

e




JOFY FOR THE VBB - ‘Jashingbon
MEMORANDUM ' T '

Geneva, April 9 - 10, 1945

_ / ‘
SUBJECT:  CONVERSATION WITH M U § Y CONCERNING HIE
MOST RECENT TRIP TO_GERMANY,

Baturday evening, April Tth., about 9 o'clock Sternbuch
telephoned to me in a highly excited state. He saild he was
speaking from Monireux and had just telked to Musy who was at
present in ZHirich and had returned that morning, with his son,
from the latest of his trips to Germeny, S8ternbuch informed me
that Musy had a matter of great importance "to Washington and
London" which he must discuss with me as soon as posgsible., I
attempted to extract additional information from Sternbuch as to
the exact nature of this "important news, " asking him whether it
concerned relief to detainees in Germeny and their evacuation or
if it was solely of & political nature. If the latter - and in
view of the fact that Musy was in Zurich end the matter supposed-'
ly most urgent - it might be better if some authorized’ -person
‘connected with our Consulate in Zurich diacuss the subjsct with
Musy. Bternbueh said he would contact Musy again, try to secure
some clarification and call me baek. AbOut an hour later Stern-
buch telephoned again and informed me that Musy would have to -
come to Geneva in any event and planned to do so on: Bunday.v Ha
could therefore talk-to me in. Geneva, but this would ‘have to: be

~tomorrow evening or Monday morning early at tha latest since the
message in question should be transnitted to- lashington at the v  i :
start of the day on Monday. I asked Bternbuch to eall me:-on ff S o
Sunday morning and let me know what time to expect Musy. This
he did and announced. that Musy would ‘arrive Ain” Geneva -on the
4311 train and that ‘he, Bternbuch ‘and his eolleague, Mr, - Donne-,
baum, would accompany Musy. They would oome 1mmed1ately to my
home.. Bl

" li:xﬁ.c_S.E_P__Z 7 1972

Around 4215, Bunday sternbuch phoned from the atation )
announclng that they had arrived and thatrhe wished §11nfnrn

 BECLASSIFIED
State Dept. Letter, 1-11.72

8y R, H. Par!

‘me by way of preparation and orientaticn that Musy a mesaage ﬁ'}'f  af1f
:eoneerned guarantees to be given by th: Allies that on ‘ )




(2)

arrival of the American or British forces at concentration camps
in Germany none of the 88 guards would be shot. Sternbuch then
launched into & somewhat incoherent story about 350,000 Hﬁngarian
Jewish deportees who had been shot by the Germans, then switched
over to the subject of Becher (the 88 man who has carried on ne-
gotiations with Saely Mayer for the past meny months regarding the
Hungarian Jews) whom he stated was now being sent, on written
orders from 8chellenberg, to the camp of Ravensbrﬂek. I cut

him off short and said that he had better walt to discuss all this
when we were together, About 20 minutes later the three of them
arrived: Sternbuch, Donnebaum and Musy.

After some breamble {we spoke in French) concerning his
desire that his negotiations with Himmler receive favorable
preas comment in the United States, Musy told the following
story, the elements of which did not always hang together very
wells :

A short time ago Hitler had been shown tranecriptsyof
"Atlantiksender® broadcastgﬂggﬁygll_es piess clippings cencerning B
the negotiations oWe agenciesfoi' the :1ibera.- )
tion from Germany of certain categories of civil detainees '
(”Sehutzhﬁftlinge"). Hitler had immediately taken violent
exoeption to any such step, particularly as regards Jews, ‘
and had a few days later (I gathered on either April 3rd., 4th.
or 5th.) summoned Himmler, Sohellenberg and an 88 General named
Gehring (I am not “sure about this spelling), whom Musy described =
as "the head of~ the German cencentration camp systel, ‘to-a" )
special mesting where Hitler definitely vetoed the svacuation - - -
or release from Germany of any of- these people.; The “tenor of : '
Bitler's ranting seemed .to have been: along the line thet these" . : _ v
people should share the fate of the Germans themselves who would ' ;f,ﬁ S
never aurrender but withdrew for the last stand into their - ' FRE
‘réduit in the south, Hitler, however, did not enter 1nto the
practical question of how hundreda of theusands o detainees




(3)

and preparations were begun for the evacuation on foot < there
being no means of transporatation available - of the major con-
centration camps. o
Musy cited the specific case of the camp of Buchenwald bei
Weimar where, he affirmed, preparations were already well advanced
My Thursday, April 5th. to send some 18,000 men and women out on
foot for a march of about 300 kilometers. Musy stated that he
questioned Gehring as to the number of persons out of these
18,000 who might conceivably be able to re4bh their destination
alive. Gehring said he thought about 10,000.

After having explained that he had, prior to Hitler's meet-
ing, proposed to Himmler that the inmates of the major concentra-
tion cemps be all released (as a grandiose, Nezi "humenitarian®
gesture, I gathered) and evacuated through the fighting lines under

cover of an especially called truce - a proposal which, he seid,
Himmler had been willlng to consider favorably- Musy meintained
that he had continued discussions with Himmler, and particularly
with Schellenberg and General Gehring (whom he saw "almost every
day during his stay in Berlin“), in an effort. to find a way of
saving(from evacua_iEﬁTtﬁgggvtens of thousands of detaineefﬂ
Himmler.gga“;tvrzrst wished to obtain politico-military concessions

such as a guarantee that there would_be no negre: ocoupation

troups, but Musy had waved them aside .as unrealizable and continued

he 1nt1mated to try to bring Himmler around to- this step as one. :

of value to the Nazis and to Germany 1n general in that it would

if not directly obtair betters terms or treatment at least lessén ‘7 -
Allied antipathy to# the Nazis. Eventually Himmler and Schellen-'>‘} fo;

Lo

berg declared themselves willing to ‘glve orders (they pointed . Co e
out to Musy that this was at the risk of their 1ives since 1t '
would be contrary to Hitler 3 wishes) that all the 1nmatea of :
some 15 main- concentration camps. 8till. in Nazi territory should -

be kept in: “their: oamps end not evacuated.r 88 guards and admini-
atrative personnel should also remain on the spot and efforts
should be: made to -eontinue feeding: ‘the detainees, 1nsofar as
,military developments permitted. (I asked Musy at this point 1f
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the 86 would meke any difficulty with the errival and distri-
bution of food parcels by the ICRC, to. which he replied none

vhatever.)
In response to my question as to how keeping detainees in

their camps could be carried out in practice {f it was con-
trary to Hifler's orders -~ Musy havingrpreviously stated that
Hitler wes the master and the 88 obeyed him - Musy replied

that "Hitler now had other more importent matters to attend to"
and that in such questions of internal 88 administration Himmler
and Schellenberg would have a free hand , MEA N

As a direct result of this "ehange -of heart" on the part of
Himmler end Schellenberg orders were given not to evacuate or
at least to s Myggi evacuation prepaerations. The inmates ofr
Buchenwsald, M )
Musy explained that Himmler and Schellenberg were willing

, did not have to leave their camp.

“to take this step on one condition: that they receive formsal
assurence from the Americens and the British thet all BS guards
and administrative personnel found in the concentration camps on

‘arrivel of the American or British forces be treated as soldiers
and regulsr prisoners-of-war. This oondition seemed.-to be moti-

veted by the fear that all such. S8 guards;on;conoentration camps
would be immedlistely shot. : 7 o

I told Musy that to the best of my- knowledge it was not and
had never been the practice of the American and British armies
to shoot anyone arbitrarily who wore the military uniforn of -
& unit or organization regularly inoorporated in® the German, B
or for that matter, any other armed forces it this. individusl

surrendered in due and proper form without offering resistance. f.'“',

Throughout ny conversation with Musy an&giﬁ*fhe discussion
of this 'condition" he spoke : only of the. Americans and the
British and of the assurance being obtained from them,_never
from the Russians. EREN I T e ’

Musy seemed. pleased with my personal opinion that there
was . little danger of such concentration oamp 88 guards being
summarily shot and ‘told me that he- planned to. telephoneAto =
/hioh'would be passed

Konstanz that evening (Bunday) (a messags’
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on to Bchellenberg wnuaauaauemwuuu&u inform/{;e latter that he mﬂé?
hed delivered the proposition to the Americans and that the
"Americans®” had informed him informally that there was little
likelihood that 88 guards on concentration camps would be im-
mediately shot. '

Sternbuch seemed very anxious thet Musy be as encouraging
and positive as possible in this preliminery nessage.

I suggested to Musy, and he agreed, that as a preliminery
condition he inform Schellenberg that both 88 guards and adminis-
trative personnel in these concentration camps should wear thelir
regular uniforms end that under no circumstances should they
offered armed resistance. Further, that we should be supplied -

&8 soon as possible with accurate information as to the precise
geographic location of each of these 15 camps. Musy said that
he would definitely ask for this and added that such information
would be very veluasble to avoid any mistaken gshelling or

aerial bombardment of the camps. i

I could not help voicing my opinion as to the 1nconsequence
of this condition, to whichIMusy replied that he had told Himmler
that any condition laid down which he, Muey, would propoae to-
the Allies should be as easy -of fulfillment as possible..f

Musy informed me that he planned to. return to - Germany >
(vy ear, as usual):-on Thursday morning, April- 12th. at the latest
and that he would very much like to receive 8’ definite reply from
the Americans and British [that is, the- supreme headquartere of s
the Allied armies fighting in the west) to teke back with him. o
I told him thet I could not give this guarantee ‘but could: only
agree to present the proposal to my superiors. Musy thereupon
stressed the urgency of an early reply referring once-more: to -
the suspended evacuation of Buchenwald and explaining that General ,
von Schellenberg hed. estimated on April Sth. that ‘the. Allied armies ;;f'
would be in Weimar in 5 %0 6 days at the most. Nusy further .
confided to- me that 1t we.s Schellenberg' :

'rsonal opinicn that
, 7 to 6 weeks.g;J "7; ,
While ‘on: the subJeet of Schellenberg Musy once more. apr e
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warmly of the man whom he described as "moderate” ("modéré").
Schellenberg was really not a military man, he went on, but a
lawyer by treining and 8till only 35 years of age. Musy then
told me that he had heard that the Americans had selected and -
were now using some 2 or 300 Germans as & police force in
Cologne. intimating that after all since we were doing things
like this we ought to be able to use a man of Schellenberg's
qualities. .

I tried to "pump® Musy on the subject of Schellenberg's
plans for the future. Did he plan to retire into the réduit
with the "G¥tterddmmerung crowd ?" Musy was vague on this
subject and only willing to intimate that opinions were divided
on this scord in high Germen circles and that Schellenberg
and Himmler had their own particular followers and would not
necessarily have to follow Hitler at the last moment even if it
meant armed conflict. (* withdrawing into a réduit)

I asked Musy whether he thought, on the basis of hls recent
travels in Germany and contacts in bhigh quarters,éthat this
réduit question would go through. = He would only saey that in
driving back to Switzerland he passed a great many fortifications
end mine fields all along the approaches to the Baverian alpine
region. ) e L

On the subject of Hitler and what would ultimately happen
to him  Musy stated that Hitler 'would not escape the wrath of.
his own people," adding that the the opposition to ‘and’ disatis-—
faction with Hitler was. growing’ to formidable proportions inrq'

‘Germany: : ' ' S e

Regarding the nearness of the Americans and - the British
in the west to 'eimar and the: urgency therefore “of- receiving
an ansger from: them as rapidly as possible Sohellenberg had
added ‘that he thought there was no- danger from the Russian

‘faide (1o of- their arriving shortly) for the moment eince‘

;were too far away. LA

By way: of incidental information Musy sair that Berlin was :':5f
plastered with huge placards: exhorting the population 'tordie*j
rather than be carried off" to Siberia aa‘slaves.: - :




(1)

Before leaving Musy stated that he would telephone me

from Kreuzlingen at about 7 p.m. Wednesday and added that
1t would be most desirable for the success of his negotiations
if an enswer from the Americans and British could be forth-
comlung by thet tdma. Ha falt 1t most lmpordant 0 BG abla
to return to Germany persenslly on Thursday with the answer
in hand, otherwise it might be too late to prevent the eva-
cuation of these 15 concentration camps. ‘

At

RIMcC.
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other than a Gevernment Rec'd 10:50 p.m.
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Soerotary of State,

Vashington. : ﬁﬁﬁ?ﬁgt BB?\{

2474, april 27, 7 Demle ‘,

fg% WRB FROM HMCCLELLAND.

Legation's 1905, March 3L -

Following is for your information, On Aoril 15
Sternbuch of Vaad Hahatzala fequested my approval of a
project to purchase several tons of canned fish, olives
and figs in. Portugal and Soaln to be paid out of dls—r
cretionary funds in our joint account.v_nccordlng to our
best information Swiss éovernmenf:?IdRC»:many Sw1ss [Jelnts
nerclal firms and a number of nrivate relicf agencies.
alfeady possess oon51derable stocxs of food which must
be held in Snain and Portugql Lor lack of transnortation
facilities to nw:tzorlqnd. fi accordlngly advised Stcrn~f .
buchrthat Kr.e Jﬁdc*ln:te future dollvery of this food which ‘::;;
he dos res +o }aWchase now cluarly cllnlnated this Droaect o  %5

k~as onr ”hlch mlght be serlously cons1dered for paymcnt out

of funds prov1ded by the: JDG for emorgency relief and rcs~

.eue prograns in bchalf of 01v11 detninces and deporths lfFV

: in Gernan




—2-#2474, April 27, 7 p.m., from Bern.

in German occupied territory. I thereforc turned down his
projcct. As Sternbuch has substantial funds which he
received from his committee I suggested that he consider

making such purchases out of his free Tunds.

HARRISON

JHS
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0 : VAAD HARATZALA

Y (Emergency Gommittee)
132 Nassau St,

Few York, N.Y.

May 7, 1945,

Mr, Moseg A, Leavitt

Joint Distribution Committee
270 Nadison Ave.

New York 16, N.Y.

Dear Mr, Leavitts

We have your letter dated May 2, and wish to state

that the Vaed Hatzala cannot appropriately comply

with your request in view of a number of considerations
pertaining to thils partisular grant,

We are also writing to our represéntztive in Switzerland

for detailed informeticn snd shall arrange for a confer-

ence with you just as soon as we hear from Mr., Stercbuch.
"7défdiélly yourg

VAAD HATZALA EMERGENCY COMMITTEE

(Signed) "Rabbi Jacob Karlinsky
: Execuxivé‘Secly‘”
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May 2, 1945,

Brig. Gen.William O'Dwyer, Executive Director -
War Refugee Board
Washington 25, D.C.

Dear General O'Dwyer:

In connection with Treasury license W2426 issued to the Vaad Hehatzala
Emergency Committee, the American Jewish Joint Distribution Committee advanced
the sum of $937,000 £o6f the purposes covered by that license. The War Refugee
Board is familiar with the projects of rescue which had been envisaged by the
Vaad Hahatzala and with the purposes of the funds which were deposiped in Swite
zerland,

In the light of tne fact that such rescue activities. are now virtually -
concluded, we have today written to the Vaad Hahatzsla Emergency Committee re~
questing that they authorize their representative in Switzerland, Mr. Isaac
Sternbuch, to transfer the funds now held under the joint account ' of Mr. Roswell -
McClelland and Mr. Sternbuch t0 the account of the American Jewish Joint Distribu~

tion Committee in Switzerland. Ve are enclosing herswith a:copy of . the. letter
we have today written to tne Vaad Hahatzala. We understand -tnat the. balance of
the funds unspent amounts to approximately $800,000. -May we ask you to be good: |
enough to instruct your representative in Switzerland, Mr. McClelliand,  to arrange’
with Mr. Sternbuch for the transfer of ‘the balance of our funds’ $o0:our account: - .
in Switzerland, ' FHE AR L ST

Singerely yours,

Moses A, "I‘.lreaviritt' 3
Secretary -~
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¥ay 2nd, 1946,

Vaad Hahatzala Emergensy Committee
152 Nassau Streot
New York, N.Y.

fontlement

On March 2nd, we sent you our cheak #11347 in the sum of 3937,000 ag sn
advanos to the Vaad Hahatzala Emergency Committes for transmission to Switserw
land in asccordance with speoiel license W2426 which you received frem the Tres-
sury Department. This sdvance to you wes uede in connection with certain pos-
sible achemes of rescue in which your Committco was engaged through Switserland
end the JeDeCe¢ borrowed these funds from the banks in order to make them available
to you for such rescue aotivities. You have now informed us that your represen~
tative, Mr. Iseac Sternbuch, has advised you thet the funds in question will ro¢
be ussd for the purposee intended 1n rascuing the Jowg from oocupied areas.

On April 12th you advised us that :pproxiutoly 9135.000 wore eazpendod
by you for food and transpertation and that the Troasury Depertment had released
that sum of money for this purpose. In light of the above, we believe that the
" purpose for which the funds werc advanced to you has been completsd.™ ¥e would:
therefore request that you instruet your representative in Switsorland to relesse
these funds to our acecount .’tn Switserland nnd we are mting to the Var Refugea
Board as per copy attacheds - T T L e e L e ‘

. Bincerely yaim.,'
U7 Moses A Leavitt
7 Beoretary .

VAL$JO
ense
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Dear ¥r, leavitts -

There is enclosed herewlth a rhotostatic - |
copy of your letter of March 2, 1945, sddressed to |
the Vaad Hahatzala, The enclosure bears the slgna- ) |
ture of Mr. Isasc Sternbuch and was recelived for |
youv. through the United States Legation in Bern.

- V | | i

Very truly yours, |
(81gnoq) :

ed) Llorencq Hodgy

Florence Hodel )
Asgistant Executive Dlrector

Br. M. A, Isevitt
. Seore
The Awerican Jewish Joint
Distribution Committes
270 Madison Avenue
New York 16, New York

W / EﬁTqﬁler . 5/4/45 -




~ LEGATION OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

AIR MAIL

N Bern, April 17, 1945,

Dear General O'Dwyer

Please find attached hereto the photocopy
of a letter written to the Vead Hahatzala Emer-
gency Committee in Few York %6 the Joint Dis-
tribution Committee, This letter was forwarded
to me some weeks ago in order that it might be 7
countersigned by Mr,‘Sternbuch, Hot without
some delay'Mr, Sternbuch has returned it to
me signed as his organization requested, I
therefore hasten to return it to you so that it

may be sent to the J.D,C,

Very c1ncere1y yours

Roswell D, McClelTand
Special As31stant to
the Amerlcan Mlnlster

anlosure. 1 photocopy of 1etter for tne JDC o B ]

Brlgadler General William O'Dwyer R "f . ) B e

- R Lxecutlve DJrector

War Refugee Board

Naehlngton 25 D C

* DECLASSIFIED =
State Dep Lettel, 1- 11 72










‘ THL AMERICAN JEWISH
JOL  LISTRIBUTION COMMITTEE
c :
270 Madison Avenus, New York 16, N, ¥.

c

3
X
March 2, 1945

Vaad Hahatzals
132 Nassau Street
New York, N, Y.

Gentlemen:

Te enclose herewith our check 411347 4in the amount of $937,000
as an advance to the Vaaq Hehatzala Energency Commlttee for transmission
to Switzerland. in accordance with license 2426, which you have received
from the Treasury Depertment. It ig understood and agreed to by the
Vaad Hahatzala that during the period when the approvel of the U, g,
Government is required for the expenditure of these funds, the Vaad
Hahatzale will undertake to inform the J.D.C, of such expenditures,

to secure the approval of the J.D.C. to such expenditures before they
; are authorized. Should the time come when these fundg have not been
expended In whole or in part, in accordance with the terms of the
license, the Vasg Hahatzale undertakes to release to the J.D.C. the
unexpended portion of this sum and to 80 Instruct its representative
in SwitZerland, Mr. Isasc Sternbuch, or his Successor, in order to
release these funds to the J.D.C. at that time, The Vaad Hahatzala
will also undertake to have My, Sternbuch sigh a copy of this letter
or similar letter, C A
Will you be good enough to sign the enclosed carbon. copy of
this letter as indicating that you are~in1agreément,with this unders
standing and return this copy to us, o i .

Very Sinqerély‘yqprs;  :
/5/ Woses 4. Leavitt:

Moses A, Leavitt -

Secretary

Montreux, the 16th april 1945

MAL:RS . : , '
/8/ 1. Sternbuch

(Isaac Sternbuch) -
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reading only. by gpeclal (/ é
1t y 6 p-
arrancEnEnt. QAee) o .o p- W

oo/t
Al LLON S 0 0 o, :
BN NThOL 4(} .
1765 :

lhg follouim: for neClellsnd {rom Vay Refupee Voard

ie URE 822,
¥

Hefevence your no. 2474 of april 27, Departientts
no. 958 (LURE no, 450) of larcki 6, snd Departhnent’s
no. 1204 (VHS no. 477} of March 2%, 1948, coneerning
;957,000 rem1tted 0 joint aceount in nemee of you znd
uternuuch'ln,conmecnlon vith Musy negotiatione.

You are nereby insﬁruceed to-authorizgvno {repoat no)
furtnér expendituree from this aceount.Untii further

instructions are gent you by the Yoard.

KRstMiVikg B
5/10/45 ‘ '

S DECLASSHHED
St -Dépt. Letter 1116 7’
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CABLYN TO AMFRICAN LUGATION, BERN, SWITZFRLAND, FOR MoCLELLAND, FROM WAR
REFUGHX BOARD '

Reference your Mo, 2474 of April 27, Department?

s Ho, 958

(VRR Ho, 43

0) of March 6, ana Department's No, 1204 (WRB No, 477) of

March 26, 1945, concerning $93

7,000 remitted to joint mecount in nemes

of you and Sternbuch in connection with Mugy negotiations,
You are hereby instructed to authorize no (repeat no) furthor
expenditures from this account until further instructions are aent

you by the Board,

This_ia WEB Ceble Yo, 522, Bern,
. L2145 p,m,

ey 10, 1248

laiss Chauncey (for the Sec'y), Cohn, DuBois, Gaston, Hodel;, “utchison,
2icCormacik, C!'Dayer, Piles. ’ .

w. . FHthdtve
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‘NEGOTIATIONS IN. Swi ZﬁhLAﬂpf INCLUDING GESMAN

(o TTNUED)

Cable #2781
Cabla #2795 FFp
Cable #1977 (WRB
Cable #2072 fry
. Cable #2961 from
Cabla #7591 from
Ceble #3699 from
Cable 42402 (WRB

Csble #3935. fr};m\

. July 26, 1945
o odwly 27, 1945
o Aug. 14, 1045
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Recetd . 4350 p,ni,

e CONTROL COPY

oy 16, 5 Den, BN

+ Dopertmentts 1765 URE 522
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Gl MCOLILLALT

I fully agrec with jyour instructions and in Toct

ently refuscd sccond rcguest frow Stornbuchts organi-
s . P :
Ebtion cuthorizec rcleasc-onec million Swiss fronces fron

1nlnt cccount to purchasc foodstuffs for relicf.
/ e L
Tranc s{Ifbn lorrﬂd to IC C o8 rnnortod

500,000 T
tornbuch fox purchase foodstuffs- condpns d mllk, choOSOV‘

- —_ f - . '
‘—~ﬂ.~“*lanc cannod flsg to oxtolt ”LprOfld&tol" A62 OOOrfr“ncs

‘ onGg for tra nsoortatlon re Vof suppllcs to thur cs1cﬂt3tadt:f?”

’

Tor 38,000 frﬂncs.} hosc oporqt1ons wcrﬁ bogun howovor

1 \JI’SCEC‘_ DC\,uUI’C ll’l R

before lazi collapse wore off”"

e Gernan occnplcd tcrrltorf "nd borokomc rcl thlSﬂlp
P . .
to _usyls ncgot tlons o(ru of whosc rolu nhv1nb PBoen -

co TCOutrutlon camps S0 ean hccordlngly bo con31
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By R H. Parks Date, SEP 2. 7 1972
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Fostilitics in Goruany ncverthclose ceascd

(o]

buchte Commitice wos able sihip major nortion

Tood purchescs which remain in

Since Germans hove surrendered and usy's ncroti-

ctions hove consequentl, snded original purposc for

11014

v

; tronsiiivicd has ceased Lo cxist. 1In

saerafors of tl:cin agreoment with JoC wacn

it would scem thot

mtzala to 1nstruct Stornbuch

b amnounts to 3,500,000

/ .
ibis JLC will probably wish
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will probyols wish

T will owoilt your\ further instructions this mettor,
!
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I fully cgrec with Vvour instfuctions cnd in foct
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- / 2, 2
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DEPA%‘II;MENT - INCOMING - DIVISION OF
| .-ENTRAL SERVICES
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ey '

LFG-617 -.”1 "Bern
This tele am must be

“—  parophraséd-before beiag _ Dated Hay i8, i945
communicated to anyone I's
other than a Government Rec'd 11:32 a.m.
) Agency.
Sceretary of State,
Tashington,
2795 May 18, 11 a.m. j
URB FROM MCCLELLAND,
FRO: SALY MAYER TC 1. LEAVITT JDC:
"Regarding intercst on joint account with Swiss
Noational Bank answer is in negative, BSNB is precluded
yvﬂfwv . by law from paying intercst and chances with commercial )
B %'i‘ré banks arernot much better if it is quosﬁion of. shortcall 7 P
\' a i\sé 7 monéy. A1l Swiss funds in USn do’ no% Jleld‘interest*”*t‘“**“**”***‘*affi-;
1 a : oither; Interest could probably be obtalned from

smaller banks but:security would not bc Lhe same.'.One"
. and only reliable means of securlng 1nterest would be
to buy bonds; but from prqoticql p01nt of v1ew/this

seemns inadvisable since L do not know how suddenly

money ﬂlght be- called in. I shall howevor continue 777

) ny 1ﬂqu1r1es this matter and in casc more 0051t1ve

result can be obtalned Ulll communlcwto Ulth you .

Ulthouu delay.

Ipave




~2-#2795, May 18, 11 a.m., from Bern

I have discussed topic of medioalraid to combat
enidenics with IRC headquarters but committee already
has 1ts own established oonnec?ions regarding this natter.
Concerning Berta Ralaloalﬁort-:l—es‘Avan"cs your

instructions have been carried out's

HARRISON
RR
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vile cible belouw fop UcLlell«nd ie vap 5?8

Follovwing nemssve ie Fop you from L, 4, unav1tt
AU&TLCOD Jerdleh Joint Distribution Comnittes:

Ye would rrpreelste youp conferringe with Irace
Sgernoucn and recusetin 0l tust for nurzones of
seeour ting between Vasd Thotzule any Joint Hletrivu-
tlon Conmittee, e furnish you with sto tenent of all
Buiig expended oy bim from eneelel o million Hiee frene
ueﬁosit. Algo waet 6ommitmentn e iﬁcurrei itk your
€5P0Vel wiilen stiil nayovle, ”leebﬁ aok-bln ccbie
'Qirectlﬁ'Vaa&'ﬁahatzala' EQP*IDPWT*SLmier 1r;ofr~tion¥*4;—»~;~
8O thut ale Committee cin 1natruct hir to relc‘"= funﬁc’

to Joint U;sbr;butlon Committee.

Vi .\/znce Uge Wi
/ﬁb/aﬁ ' '




CABLEDTO ABLEGATION, BLEN, FOR HOCLELLAND FROW wAK RukUGLE BOASD

Fellowing message ls for you from M. 4. Leavlnt, Amorlean
Jewien Joint Distribution Committse: ' '

We would appreciate your eonferrling Qlth isane 3ternbuch
and reguasting him thet for purvosas of fidgounting wetwesn
Vead Hehstzals and Joint Disteibutien Upamittee, he furalsh
you with stetement of all sume expended by him from speoial
4 million 3wies frane devsosit. A4lso what comzitments ho
inourred with your sporovel whieh a%ill payabl e, kLeasa aak
him sable direetly Vesd Hahatzale, New York, similer informe-
tien 0o that his Comuittss oan inatruet him to relesse funds

Lo Joint Distribution Committee,

[3E]

5 A3E IR OCARLE 10, 528

ol
[0
1
|

ity cewrd Loe Pa,.

10:8C a.m.
ey 24, 1945

iiiss Chauncey (for the oec'v), uonn, Dx*olc Gaston, Hodely Hutehison,
ucCormack; O'Dvyer, 5 1les.- : : :

HAL:Ba b/23/5







May 30, 1945

Depr Mr. Leavitt;

The following message for you from Joseph Schwartz ‘W8S Tre-
celved_tﬁugh the United States HEnbasey in Paris under date of
Kay 29, 1945: )

*Have arranged with HeClelland end Saly Mayer for
return of 20 million francs which are intact. of

used for the purchase of food most of which has not
been distribufed and we have suggested that the su
plies be turned over to us. Have asited McClelland to
return the balance to New York or turn it over to Saly
¥aysr. He advises that in order to do this Vasd Bahat.
sala New York should cable and write Sternbusch
instructing him to return the funds and to whom, Algo
suggest you ask Vand Hahatzale instruct Sternbusch
turn over distributed supplies to disposal Saly layer.

Florence Hodel :
Aseistant Executive Director

Mr. ¥4, A, Leavitt, Secretary, SRR
American Jewish Joint Distribution Committes,
270 ¥adison Avenus, - '
Rew York 16, New York. )

o

RBHutchison: - 5/30/45.
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Dated liay 29, 1945 () "SClets
Ree'd 12:57 a.m. 30th

Secretary of State 7 T i
Washington B gﬁ; ?Ekgg; 3 g ?%{
3032, Twenty-ninth T Y
FOR WAR REFUGEE BOARD FOR uOSLS LEAVITT JOINT
DISTRIBUTION COMMITTEE FROH JOSERH SC”U&MZ
"Have arranged w1th McCle land and Saly Mayer for
return of 20 million francs whlch are intact. Of the
4 mllllon francs which were sent for the account of
MéClelland and Sfernbusch only 500,000 have been used
for the purchase of food -10st of which hasriot been
distributed and we have sugrested that the supplies
be turned over to us. Have asked'HéClellaﬁd’to return
the balance to New York or turn 1t ovor ~to. Saly MaJer.
He ‘advises that ' in order do: this Vaad Hatzalah _
New York should cable and wrlte Sternbusch 1nstruct1ng
him to return the funds and to whom. Also suggest
you ask Vaad Hatzalah 1nstruct Sternbusch turn over

dlstrlbuted sup)lies to dlsposal Squ Mayer R

- cAFé*EBY o







June 6, 1945

D&u‘ Mr. Leavitt:

The following message for you from Roswell D. BeOlellend,
Spscial Representative of the War Refugee Board, wae received
througll: the United States Legation in Bern under date of May
310 19454

"The following amounts have baen spent by Sternbuch
through ICRC from four million frane special credit
made available to Vaad Hehat®sla by JIC on March 2:
97,177.50 francs for condensed milic and achesse April
24; 26,448 for rent on trucks, insurance, drivers,

etc for shipments of relief goods to the Resanstadt,
April 25; 11,620.45 for the eame on May 2; the unspent
balance of 500,000, that is, 364,754.08, transferred to
commission mixte of IRC to cover cost of food purchases
previously ordered, May 11; I authorized Sternbuch to
spend or credit for expenditure a single sum of 500,000

_ france in all which we retransferred to IRC March 26.

- The belance unspant should therefore be approxisately
3,500,000 lees charges, I will try to recover
this money locally end will keep you advised. Veed
Hahatsale bas requested Sternbuch to wire stotement of
these expenditures directly to them.! -

Very truly yours,

Florence Hodel -

. hesistant Executive Director

Mr, M. A, Leavitt, Secretery, . S
Aperican Jewish Joint Distribution Committes,

ison Avenue
528 ggk 16, New York.

@Nt/ ' Co
emntontmons  6/6/45




“DEPARTMENT ~ INCOMING N DIVISION OF
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STATE TELEGR®&M TELEGRAPH SECTION
DIVISION OF
CENTRAL SERVICES !
VEm1127 Born / S y
Distribution of tru ¢ ety
roading only by spozgngN 2 A atog May 31, 1945 ’If TM

arrangement, (i )

DC/L Ree'd 5:26 p.m.,
LIAISON

Sl GONTRay popy

2%(61, May il, 8 a.m,
WRB FROLi MACCLELLAWD
Dopt's 1907 VRB's 526 May 28 and Legationts
2781 tiay 16,
FOR L’EAVITT oF TJDC ¢ following sums have beoen
cxpended by S/ternbuch thru I(;ﬁc from special four
nﬁllion franc czfodit made availablc by JIDC to Vaag‘ _
Hehtzala on Marchg; 24 April 97177, 5O I‘Fﬁms for
condensed milk and checsoy 25 April 26448 hll"o of trucks

insuraneo drivers ctc Tor rollcf shlpmcnts to thc

T B e
) S Rosonstadt 2 May 11620,45 - for samc° and ll Iv‘ay unspent

Voo
o =7 ! balancoe of 500 OOO that 1s 564’7"4 05 transforr-ed to

-

commission m:.xto of IRC to covor foocl purchasos pr-c-

v1ously or-dorca. In all I authorlzcd stcrnbuch to spend

or credit for expendlturo a., 31ngle sum of 500 OOO francs .

which we, rctransferrsm to IRC on'I‘ _,rch 26., Unexpendod

'balqnco should thereforo bc about 6500000 mlnus _, SN SRR

banklng chargos., I v1111 qttempt*'

il I 'l'ocall nd
; et : DECLA‘JSI'FIED :
State Dept; ‘Letter, 1. 11 72

| 7 o o er : S ::*' - By.R-H-Parngat 7SEP 27197 S




£

-2=#2961, May 31, 8 a.n. from Bern
locolly and will kecep you ihformed. Stcrnbuch has
voen roquested to wirc statoment of thesec cxpenditurcs

gircctly to Vaad Hahtzala.

HARRISON

RR’
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DEPARTMENT - INCOMING " DIVISION OF
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Distribution of truc : 54/ <L(('

reading only by special Dated Jhly 17, 1945
‘arrangenent. (GBS (/R-1)

Rec'd 10¢35 a.m,

Secretary of State,

e CONTROL GOy

5591, July 17, 9 aem,
Y. 1
O'DWY:R OF V/RB FROM MCCLELLLND,

Legation's 2061, May 31,
s Kindly inform Mr. Leavitt of Jﬁé that for past
six weeks I have been endeavoring recover unspent
balance of approximately 3,500,000 Sgiss francs still
in joint adcount a? Pides Treuhand Basel in Stembuchty -
and my names, Stgfnbuc'h however, was absent from

"“‘Srltzerland most of June. in Francs. He finally called

op me July 13 and stategd thaf he hopsd within WEEk re-=

Q

Eive authorization from Vaadha Hatzalah NEW York
ign order to bank for. transfer this balancn—: to my

5. Govt dEpOSltary account in BErn as I had rEquEsted

im on June 2.

selg.gq%rd%@.

In 1nt¢-:rest of clEaI‘ll’lg up thls plECE of unflnlshsd

For scecurity reasons the

text ¢f this message must

‘baﬁcld

RB businsss as soon as poss:.blz, I should apprEclatE

e

]

rly 1nstructlons from JDC concsrnmg dispositlon to : '

-

bE mads of thls monr-:y 1f 117 cromeu 1nto my account and

. any stzps JDe could tazCE ha

e DECLASSIFIED
State Dept- Letter, 1-11+

Stsrnbuoh. s -
HL»RRISON By R ,H Ba

BB
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July 27, 1946

Dear 8irs:

The following message for You from lIsmso
8ternbuch was receivad through the United
States Legation in Bern under date of July- 26,

1846:

"With reference to our various tele-
grams and our telephone conversation,
we urgently request prompt ingtructions
regarding the unspent balance from 1i-
cense No. W=2426,%

Very truly yours,

{Bigned) Florenge Rodoy

~ Florence Hodel
Asslistant Executive Direstor

Véad Hshatzala Emergency Committee, - R
132 Nassau Street, : : T
New York, N. Y.

.ha 7/27/46
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ITS~132 . Bérn

o
Distribution of true - I )
rcading only by Speeial - Datod July 26, 1945
arrangement, - IRe~l) T Y

Roc'd, 7335 Dail,

e CONTROL pgpy

5639, July 26, 8 p.am.

FOR VRB FRON IiCCLELLAND, 7 _

Plecase delivoer following from Str:crnbuch to Vafadha
Hatzala MNow York:

"With reforenco o our various tolegrams ond oup
telephone conversation, Ve urgently request irmmediate
instruqtions concerning unspent balance fromn 1i€cnsc

\T 24260

" HARRTSON

W VR-1

DECLASSIFIED
- Btate Dept. Latter, 1-11:73

éy R H Parrks'Daté.s.E.Br_zi? 1972 '
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—DEPARTMENT. : B OUTGOING . ,BIVISION OF
OF rcad::: . iy b - - CENTRAL SERVICES
STATEar-a.;c zobe { EGRAM-J .. TELEGRAPH SECTION

‘ - 7/@/ .
Wer Refugee Bospd ' e

7 , _ i é \&/ 28 ,/'
HLZEATION

= CONTROL C@?Y

uii folloving Tor 1:Clellond 45 YRD 541,

Hef reronge your Yoo 3691, July 17.

Boord has been adviged that purouont to fa{;reenent
betueon J'DG and Vaaa Heheteeie, ‘..‘vm/z'm:)u(:h ia to receive
100,000 i}w'iss Ireney of the Ve:maro:{imately 500,000 - -
’Jui.c/s Trones o%lll in gpeciol Jodns aceount An Sternbuenin
end your nanes, JOC¢ authopizes you 1ith L’»o:‘ra*u Spurovil
o reeeive tac aforeuwenitloncd balanee legs lO0,000 Srries
frencs o be tI‘{Ls sferred to iGternbuch, end to fronater

this onount o coeouds of Sely loyer.

GtV
(a1 )
fGinT )

SEC.LIT W

YURB: M}Wemce ..kg, i ' 1'2»3
/o745 .

e Dept Letter, 1= 11,-72,7

A ‘1”:,1\’{-%& Pa.rks Daté SEP2 7 19727 .

Vaad Haha

progiam -is especlally needed. 7




CGABLE TO AMLEGATION, BERN, FOR MCCLELLAND FROM WAR REFUGEE BOARD

Reference your No, 3591, July 17, .
Boafd'has been advised that pursuant to agreesment between
" IDC and Vaad Hahatzala, Sternbuch isvto reeeive 100,000 Swies

francs of the approxlm&tely‘s,ﬁoo,ooo Swiss francs still in
speclal jJoint account in Sternbueh's and your names. JDC
authorizes you with Board'srapproval to receive the afore=-
mentioned balance less 100,000 Swiss francs to be transferred
to Sternbuch, and to transfer this amount to accouhtrof Saly

Mayer.

This 1s WRB Bern No. 541

July 27, 1945
10115 a.m,

zafyfﬂéanﬂﬂﬂ AZrL%wf lhmxz7kﬁ949:§%;;9““/2”‘ﬂ‘:’: -
FHthd 7/24/46 o | ' . 1?  :;;; 7 B
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Abxnn Ty

s VAAD HAHATZA LA=—c

(EMERGENCY COMMITTEE)

132 NASSAU STREET
(ROOM ®919)
. NEW YORK 7, N. Y.

PHONE RECTOR 2-4233

July 25, 1945

M se Florence Hodel
War Refugee Board
Treasury Building
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mlss Hodel:

This is to advise the War Refugee Board that we have officially
instructed our representative Issac Sternbuch in Montreux,
Switzerland as follows:

"“"FROM JOINT ACCOUNT' WITH MoCLELLAND

ONE HUNDRED THOUSAND FRANCS GO TO YOUR

ACCOUNT BALANCE McCLELLAND STOP JDC IS

CONFIRMING THIS ARRANGEMENT WITH
McCLELLAND"

This is with the consent of the Joint Distribution Com?nijtteé.'
Oyr instructions will no doubt be carried out.-

With our deepest appreciation, we are

- Very respectfully yours,

VAsD HATZALA EMERGENC! COMMITTEE g

To unllze the poss:b:lmes for rescue of European Jewry ‘wher
Vaad Hahatzala program is especmlly needed‘,ir'
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U Distribution of truc ) $
BUR truc rooling b gpecisd Dated August 1%, 1945
TEA arrange.onte (3 AN

DC/L-c Rectd 4:30 p.m.

JRB )

S5iP-4

FC~-9 Sscretary of State,

j{:ﬁ ~ vashington, | EQI?THZ}; ;}npy

5855, Aﬁgust 14, 1 p.n,

TOR O'DWYER, WRB, FROL KCdiELLAND.

Kindly inform JDC Now York that on August 7 sum
of 3,597,098,25 Sw1ss francs was relcased to me as
unspent bwlanco of joint QCCOUQU I had been ﬂolﬂln”r
with Stﬂrubuch, latter hav1ng rﬁtalned~100 OOO f;ancs
according to previous instructions, Salykkﬁgcr nas
‘been notificd that T am holding thiSfmoney‘at“hisfdiSé

posal,

+ HARRISON .

L ';gémssmno SO TR
gtateDDePt Letter, v 1SE7P z 7 ]972

S By R. 0 Parks Date_ &1




Mt L8 1545

Dear Mr. Leavitt:

Under date of August 14, 1945, Mr. McClelland
cabled the Board requesting that we advise you that
on August 7, 1946, the sum of 3,387.098,26 Swiss
francs was released to him as the unspent balance
of the Joint account he had been holding with Stern-
buch who retained 100,000 8Swiss france in acocordance
with previoius insfructions., 8aly Mayer has been
notifled that Mr. McClellend 1s holding thls money
et his dlsposal,

Very.truly yours,

(Sigmed) Willlam D' Dwyer

Willism O'Dwyer
Executive Director

Mr. M. A. Leavitt,

American Jewlsh Joint
Distribution Committee,
270 Madlson Avenue,

New York 16, R, Y.




