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Seeretary of State,

Washington.

2095, July 7, 11 a.,m.
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Looking into Vilmos Gabor case will roport later.

Referring Departmentts tele,ram 1925 July 65, VUIRB 50,
This is WRB 94. Regarding Stockholm's 12 see Embassyds
412054, July lf’ ¥Will forward information Stoclinolm if
nd when we have anything useful or relicble. Have some

airly effective Hungarian channcls avaikable as you will

ndt from recent despatchess
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Subject; Arrival in Portugal of Group of Proﬁ%éyg%”?
Hungarien Jewish Industrialists.

i ]
R

Bt

No. 677

The Honorable : :
The Secretary of State ) :
“lashington, D. ¢, i

Sir:

In confirmation of the Embassy's telegram Ho. 2054,
July 1, 1944, 1 p.m., I have the honor to report that on
June 26 and 27, 1944, a group of thirty-two Hungarian
Jewish capifalists ani industrialists arrived 'in Iisbon,
without previous warning, accompanied by their familiss,
A list of the names of the members of this group, together
with the number and date of the passports lssued to the
heads of the families, is attached hereto. This list was
prepared at the Imbassy's request by Lr. 3ima, formsrly
Yress Attache of the :ungarian Lesation who, together
with the Minister, hgs broken off all relations with the
Sztojay government.

There is also attached a copy of a report prepared
by I'r. Sima after talking to Vr. Billitz, one of the members

of the group who is an acquaintance of long standing of ¥r.
Sima. ’

The information supplied by Wr. Billitz should, in the
opinion of the Zmbassy, not. be accepted without carerul
checking, It has heen obvious that the individuals com-
prising this group ‘were ordered by the Jermans to . give no
information and that they have a wholesome fear of the
possibility of reprisal measures being taken against. the
members of the families which‘were.1eft,behindeS’hbstages.

There is a great deal of mystery surrounding the ar- -

rival of this group in Portugal and: their presence has

given rise to rumors of all sorts . in-which:an attempt 'is

made in some way to implicate the Unitad States, - ‘One such: -
n. made. through an

rumor alleges that arrangsments-have bee .
American intermediary to unblock cortain funds in-the Uhited -
States belonging to members of this,grouptZ'Arsecond alleges -
that the Germans allowed these prominent and influential
Jewish  industrialists to .come to Lisbon: for -the-purpose of
attempting to arrange,peace terms through their important
Jewish connections and friends in the United States and U
Great Britain.. A third attempts-to link up this group-with
the Brand proposals, whioh originated in’Turkey,finvolving :
an exchange of motor trucks and food materials for the: . -

relemss/

nate: Dept, Lelf;i 5 1-11

By B 4 Parks rbi{tﬁ__' SE_P 27187Q o




vJ‘ -‘V’ s _;
. - 2 4

release by tﬁe Germans of Jews in occupied countries,
In this connection see Embassy's despatch No. 680,
July 4, 1944 i

X :
.. -1t _probably can be taken as axiomatic that the
releass of these individuals by the Germans has been
engineered with some wlterior motive and that this
goes beyond a simple question of ransom, which wag
undoubtedly involved. The danger appears to lie in
the fact that the Germans may in some way use the
pressence of this group in Portugal to drive a wedge
between the Russians and their Allies either by letting
it leask out that the British and ourselves are involved
in attempting to arrange geparate psace negotiations or
in some way intimating that the release of this group
is evidence that the Brand plan has been accepted by -
us.,

Both the British Embassy and this ETmbassy are
following the matter closely and we shall not fail to
report any further developments or information which
may come to light.

Respectfully yours,

. (.\ - ‘ ;
V)
ward §. Crocker

Counseloy of Embassy

-

VZ;nclogures:

o Né. 1 - List of names
MNo. 2 - Report

BESC:rm
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Enolosure/to Despatoh No, 677, July L4, 1944, Lisbon, Portugal

RECENT HUNGARIAN ARRIVALS TN LISBON

BARON ZUGENE WEISS - Hungarian - engineer - passport
delivered in Budapest, dated June L, 1937, No, 9200 -
agczmpanied by six children - date.of arrival June 25,
lb—o
Family: Georges - age 18
Alice - age 20
Annie - age 15 :
Gabriel - age 21 ) ' ——
Martha - age 19
Marie - age 17
Edith ~ wife - age 45
Annie Geitlsr WEIS3 - relative - age L5

DR. FRANCOIS CHORIN - Hungarian - passﬁort delivered at
Budapest, dated November 25, 1941 - No. K17037 - arrived
from Berlin via Lufthansa German plane June 25, 1944 -
accompanied by three ohildren,
Family: Franocois - age 16

Elisabeth ~ age 22

Daysi - age 19 . “

Daisy Weiss CHORIN - wife - age L9

DR. MAURICE KORNFELD - Hungarian - senator - passport
delivered at Budapest dated September 30, 1943 - No. 79044 -
date of arrival in Lisbon June 27, 1944 - accompanied by
three children.
Family: -Marie ~ age 30

Hanna - age 28

Thomas - age 20

Marianna “Weiss KORNFELD - wife - age 56

FRANCOIS DE MAUTHNER .- Hungarian - engineer -’ passport. -
delivered in Budapést, dated January 20, 1944, No. 144316 -
accompanied by his daughter - date of arrival June 25, 194,
Family: Anna - age 31 o L : L
Francois - dage 34 ’
Gabrielle - age 21
Elsa - wife - age 68

DR, MAURICE HOTF - Hungarian -~ attorney (legal adviser of
Weiss ~ acocompanied byrhis~wife_-’passport delivered in -
Budapest, dated December 18,.1937 - No. 120356 ~-date of.
arrival in Lisbon June 26, 194, S

ZOLTAN FENYVEST - Hungarian - engineer - acgompaiied by His
wife - passport deliversd at Budapest, dated April.-2,°1939 <«
No. 178982 ~ dats of arrival in Lisbon Junezzé,'1944.'7

.sbon from Berlin;

via German Lufthansa planes,. = A1l “entryévisas"‘in'Portugal,[i

-were delivered by the Portuguess Legation, Berlin; with per-. . .~ -
mission to rem&in 30 days'ianortugalx”'lilfﬁaiﬁpbrfé”bontdigi,,'1 SO
transit-visas through Spatn. =~ - . e R TR

A1l above-mentioned individuals ‘arrived in 1Li
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.on industrial plants which usually destroy a number

N . - o - - . St

_ ' Lisbon, June 30, 1944

) The party was accompanied to Lisbon by Mr, W. Billitz,
director of the Manfred Welss Aeroplane Factory, who, by
arrangement with the Germans, returned to Hungary, presum-
ably to save others. : .

After the experiences they must have gone through
these people are very much intimidated and reluctant to
-speak, particularly of the arrangements which enabled them
to escape. As far as could ba gathered the price of their
escape was an agreement between the Chorin-Weiss-Mauthner
group and a German industrial concern by which the indus-
trial plants of thess three families, which forms a con-

Enclosurg“’i\ro. gto Despatch No. 677, July £, 1944, Lisbog. L o
siderable part of Hungarian industry, were taken over by 1

* the concern for use, but the property rights have heen

reserved for the owners. Whether any other payments have
been mede,.is not known. It appears that they are provided
with cash for about a year. The Portuguese authorities
seem to have doubts about the genuineness of their visas
and are making investigations. :

In the concentration camp nsar Vienna where Chorin,
Weiss and Kornfeld were kept for a time, the following
Hungariang remained: -

Count Anton Sigray
Count George Apponyi |
Count Anton 3zapary - - .

Count Ivan Csekonics -

Mr. Charles Rassay, leader of the Liberal Party

Mr. Charles Payer, leader of the Socialist Party

Mr. Julius Malasits, Socialist M.P,

Vr. Mano Buchinger, Socimlist M.P.
" Mr. Desider Laky, former Minister of Food

Mr. Julius Somogyvary .

Mr., Nicholas Halmi
Mr. Gustav Gratgz
Mr. Bugene Vida .

Mr. Lipot Aschner

Mr. Lsopold Goldberger

Mr. Frederick Fellner : : : T
Mr. Rudolph Andorke, former Minister at Nadrid
¥r. Joseph Sombor angdg e :

25 membars of the Political Police

TSt

Mr. Lipot Baranyay, former President of the National
Bank, and Mr. Charles Barcza have: been allowed to Zo-homs.:
(The rumor that Baranyay died is not trues ) Mr. Szentmiklosy
and Mr. Szegedy-Maszak are kept in prison in Budapest,.  The : i
brothers Keresztes-Fischer are. imprisoned in: Germany. : Baron:: : .
George Ullman, Mr. Joseph Balogh, Mr. Zoltan Tildy, Mrs;
Tibor Eckhardt are hiding somewhere in the country. -

As regards the effect of bombardment, the followihgz
could be gathered: The Manfred ‘Weiss Aeroplane ‘Works, the TR
Aeroplane, Factory at Gyor, the:Chemical: Factory at - Pat.and .=+ - Dol
the Petrol Refinery at Almasfuzito have been destroyed.: The = = S B
refineries at Soroksari-ut- in Budapest have also ‘heavily .. = R
suffered. On the other hand; railways, mershallihg yards and - 0o
other railway installations have been little damaged.  .Indug-
‘trial production has been largely disorganized. After raids

workers' houses, tha workers simply disperse to save their -
families’and,belongings;'and:rgburﬁfﬁofwgrkfsomeQipesvonlyi9

“after weeks.
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HIAS-JCA EMIGRAUON AS>OCIATION o .
(HICEM) . LISBOA, July 16, 1944,

- TELEPHONES § 2041-5 1978

49, RUA RODRIGO DA FONSECA, 2.°

CaeLe Aoobress: HICEM - LISBOA

TO: Messrs. James H;“M;nﬂ, and John W.Pehle,
War Refugee Board.

FROM: S.Bertrand JacobSon. )
SUBJECT: Group of Hunéarian Refugees Recently Arrived in Lisbon.

Sunday evening June 25,1844, there arrived at the
Lisbon airport, by a Lufthansa plane from Stuttgart via Madrid,
a first contingent of a prominent Hungarian family group,-~
Manfred Wéiss & Company, the leading industrialist family in
Huhgary. By Tuesday eveningJune 27, two additional Lufthansa
planes landed in Lisbon with other members of the family and
the families of trusted employees. In all 38 people arrived.
They all went to the Avenida Palace Hotel, in the center of
Lisbon, and this unexpected, unnaounded arrival of so prominent
a family created a must unusual commotion.

I first learned about it Monday morning June R7, .
when there suddenly appeared in our office, Baroness Edith Weiss
and her young nlece Miss Anne Mauthner, It should be stated that
most of the members of this group had been very close friends of
mine in Budapest in 1940, 1941, and 1942, when I represented
the Joint Distribution Committee in Hungary and the Balkan area.

It should also be stated that. the Manfred Weiss
family occupied a leading position not only in-the industrial,
banking, and soecial life of Hungary, . but were the principal .~
supporters of all relief work, both Jewish and non-Jewish, :
in that country. They were active’participants in-all matters
connected wifth refugee relief and ‘the imp:ovement of - gocial. .
conditions.. Baroness Edith Weiss was ‘the active representative

of the family in all such undertakingsy
The following persons were those who arrived héres.
Baroness Rith Weiss. ! Sk
Baron Eugene Weiss, his wife, and & chilren.:
Baron Moric Kornfeld, his wife, and. 3 children - Tl ’
Mrs. Elsa Mauthner (Nee Weilss) and 3 children, Sl ’ =
Baroness Elizabgth Welss.and 4 children . . ..~ . R : - :
~Mr. Ferenc-Chofin, wife (Nee Weiss) and 3 children.
Dr, George Hoff (of their legal staff) and his
= ./ mother and father. B
H-Mr. & Mrs. Fenyvesi,. their young:daughter; and Mrs.
: ._..Fenyvesli's-mother, - =~ . % B i
! Dr.Vilmos Billitz, general: manager of one of the family's
) . -large plants. He.is.a brother of young -~
: ‘Mrs.Fenyvesl, i -wonii- e ST T e R
.Dr. Billitz, I-am told, had an urgent message- -~ 7 .
to communicate to me from the Jewish leaders in:Hungary, begging =
for immédiate help to save them from deportation and terrorism;- - = - T
but he was unable to.communicate with'me, as he was practically - . =~ I

REGRADED
UNCLASSIFIED
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spirited out of Portugal in a German plane some time on Tuesday
June 27 or the next day. Wednesday evening, on the way back

to Budapest, during a stopover in Madrid, he telephoned to
Edith Weiss reminding her %m not to fail to convey to me the
urgent appeal of the Jewlsh committee in Budapest. I have
reason to believe that Dr. Billitz was rushed back to Budapest
without the knowledge of the Pottuguese police,

Wadresday morning June 28, the male members of the
group were all summoned to the headquarters of the Portuguese
International Police to expiain the circumstances under which
they receélved their Portuguese visas. It must be stated here
that every Portuguese visa must be telegraphically authorized
by the International Police in a numbered telegram to the
Portuguese Consular or diplomatic officer authorized to issue
the visa. Such numbers appeared in the Portuguese visas of
all the members of the group, but the Police could find no
trace of such telesrams having been sent from Lisbon. A check
was made in every telegraph office in Portugal, and in Spain,
without aisclosing any trace of the origin of the telegrams
authorizing the visas. -

To the police and to me, the group stated that when
they arrived on German territory sometime after May 19, when
most of them left Hungary, their Hungarian passports were taken
up by the Germans, and were returned to the members of the -
group ‘orily ‘half an -hour-before they ‘left the -afrport at Stuttgax
en route to Lisbon via Madrid. The passports thus returned ’
to them bore the Portuguese visas. It seenms obvious then that
somewhere on (erman territory the Portuguese visas were affixed
to the passports, But by whom ? Where ? For what consideration ?
Under what pressure ? These questions are -now being investigated
by the Portugtese police, who, I am reliably dinformed, have re-
called one of their officials from Berlin to;make’éxplanatibﬁif'

On equally reliable authority here, I have 1t that .
the Portuguese police is not questioning .the- good faith*of ‘the
Welss group who came here with these apparently - questionable
- visas, , B e P b Nl L P
o It is important to point out that there -are detained

on.German territory (not in Hungary), as hostages and as the
price of silence, Baron Alphonse;- -the husband:of Elizabeth
Weiss~~and -a’ son and daughter mm@x¥sax in law:- of :Barun Mpric
Kornfeld. . . VT o

i R The following Saturday, ume Jﬁly‘l,fthe,entire'gr¢upi
cOmplying with an order issued by the Portuguese Police, left:

Lisbon to restricted residence in‘the }itth,gummer-resortivi;laéé: 

of Curia, in northern Portugal.,

During the six daysrbéfWeenvtheir'arri#aliih,Liébbn*f R

gnd their departure.for Curia, I.saw them frequently;and'hadvmaﬁy_

- talks with them, In fear of -any_possible reprisal against the

about the circumsances of their departure;: or to-make any: state-
ments -about their jourmey, conditiops,1anungary:and Similar;data

members of their family detained in Germany, they decline to talk
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The arrival in Portugal, with the obvious help of the
Nazis, of so large a group of Hungarian Jews, has raised a number
of questions. To ascertain the answers to these questions I de-
cided, after ta.king the matter over with Mr. Crocker, Counselor
-of our Embassy, to go up to Curia for the weekend.

Way did the Germans permit them to leave-—assuming even
that a heavy ransom was paid in the form of confiscated properjy,
money,or valuables ? There are many thousands of cases where
the property of Jews was robbed, legally or otheerwise, by the

Nazis who yet refused the victims ¥g/¢migrdyg. permission to
leave for safety.

A suspiclon was even expressed in certain circles here
that this group, or some of its members might be the bearers of
a secret peace offer.

What were they doing in German territory from the time
they left Budapest May 19, until their arrival in Lisbon -June
25th 2 . ' ’

To clarify these questions and get some luea of what is
going on in Hungary, I went to Curia Thursday July 6 for the
weekend. My mission to secure the desired information was
frankly unsuccessful, A family conference was held and tne spokes-
man, Mr, Ferenc Cherin, told me that while some of them were
for telling me all, the consensus was that because of the grave
danger that might result for Baron Alphonse Weiss (the titular
head of the family) and the Kornfeld children--still detained as
hostages in Germany--they preferred not to make any reports. Mr.
Chorin did however give me a personia message to.Mr. Crocker, to
whom I conveyed it upon my return here Monday July. 10. .

JI should add that Mr. Chorin is the leading industrialist
in Hungary, president of the Hungdrian National Menufactyrers
Assoclation, member of the'executive committee 'of the Hungarian
Commercial Bank of Pest, and a member of the Hungarian. Senate. .

Baron Moric Kornfeld is alsd a Hungarian Seanator.) .

Névertheless, in spite of tﬁeif"uhwillihgnéséFtérgiﬁé i
me anything orally or in writing, i arrived-at certain conclusions.-
which I submit to you--in confidence—— .- oo ltn Tl el

1. There is np doubt in my mind that ‘the Weiss family
paid a heavy ransom, perhaps cash, perhaps. property, per-
haps stock in theilr various enterprises. I have no doubt
that the Nazis Hacceptedn this .ransom in some -legal form. -

2. I am equally certain-that -they were able to-buy
their permit to leave German territory for-Portugal-~-with -
the active help of the Germans--through’ powerful connec- -
tions with German industrialists. It must be: remembered. .
that the firm.-of Manfred Weiss & Company  had-extensive - -
business connections in many countries for many-years, . . -
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and that they were able to mobilize the influence
of connections in Germany, who with an eye to the
future, arranged for their departure from German
territory,

5. With regard to the suspicion that the gropp, or
any individuals in it, may be the secret bearers

of a peace offer from Germany or Hungary, I must
candidly say that such a suspicion seems baseless.
It can hardly be believed that the Germans would
confide such an offer to a large group, or even to
thre€or 4 Jews., In any case, if they are the bearers
of such an offer, I have heard nothing of it; nor
has anyone else, as far as I can ascertain.

4. ‘When they left Hungary &n May 19, (up to that

time most of them were in hiding with friends or

under arrest in Budapest) they traveled by bus or train
to Austria. They were detained in camps, under cons-~
tant guard., They are slgnificantly silent about this.

5. The Manfred weiss family doubtless have funds in

neutral countries, and also in countries at war, I

am sure they have funds in Switzerland and in FEngland,

I know they have frozen funds in.the United States.

I heard the suspicion expressed today that they may .

have assigned some of these accounts to the Germans ; FE

e I completely disbelieve this. - - —~

In conclusion I want to suggest that you investigate tuis = .

family's financial,connect}ons in the United-States. 4 gentle-

man named Mr. Victor Bator) 30 East 7R-Street - New- York,

will, I am sure, be able to give. you such' information.as you:. i -
may seek, I should also like to askothat' none of the materizl i
in this memorandum should be made public, T IE SR )




DEPARTMENT
OF
STATE

3

OUTGOING - DIVISION OF

COMMUNICATIONS
" TELEGRAM AND REGORDS
Distrlbution of true )
rocaing oniy by siio -w—cm £0_BE SENT IN QRGBS 1"
Carpeneteert, (il
CONTROL'COPY
U
AMEMBASSY, OEPARTMENT OF STATE
LISBON. JUL 2 21944
A )

FOR NOR%I%? FOR DEXTER. : DIVIBION OF

COMMUNICATIONS & nEconpn
With reference to ulstimate sentence your 20656 Ju).y ?

kindly communicate specifis inforastion copcerning Hungarian
channels avallable to you and identi?y recent despatches
mentioning thenm.

HULL
- (GLW).
S
s/cxy. ' S o
WRBiGLWikG - . WE N
e e

DECLASSIFIED4 S




_DUPLICA E copY

DEPARTMENT T s DIVISION OF
. OF  BE W, W GOlNG*’ Ly “v«c*"*‘*commumcmons
STATE DLeft; .f“fil;f “TEEEGRAM, AND REGORDS

aistribution. (w Vi) .

1 b e b e P T

“EPARTMENT OF STATE

¥

JUL 2 51944

ANENEAGRY, ’
Y »

LI2BON COMUUNICA %

il b % o i i

2087 i ‘

The” foliowiing VRD eable B2 im for Doxler.

ﬁ@f@r&ﬂ@@ Diagkholnlg lzlgﬁ June 80 %o you and WRBSg
B, Dopartmandts L9286 of July 6 , plzase doliver the .
followlng poscags Cyom the Yar Refuges Board %o Ferons

Onopin and Baron Mam&%a Yos%feXﬁp &ﬁ@ﬂ@ﬁa Falpes Hotel,

Lishen: 4UOTE In ohe nmma of all mur metual fr&nn&a I
nEge you aarm&m%ly te ccopsrate with Deoator Doxltsr of
he Hgr Refoges Board ﬁisel@aingmééiaim'éil informatien
ooncurniny your Gopartuse and any other Lnformption. that
ray be &f paoiztance iR paving th$'l$vsé of othees,
Pleae&éaa?iée Bogsor Uoxber whe in Budaposd egﬁ'be;,
appronehod with some hopo of auscoss and. the Essis'ﬁpsn;
whleh such spprosch ohould be made. Deat grestings o
all of you. ﬁigﬁ@&rmynéat wae%nga.  HﬁQﬁaﬁéQ.'
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true reading by Dated July 24, 1944
special arrangw:inent ) Sy
< nag V) Rec'd 10:48 a.m. JooerT

Secretary of State,

TEPARTHENT OF STATE
JUL 2 41944

: DIVISION OF
2273, July 24, 1 Delle ©  compnNIGATIONS & RECORDS
X
I believe and Dexboer concurs any approach along

|
Washington. i
i

thie lines suggested Donartment's 2057 V/RB 52vJuly 21
---might. endanger lives of~hostages and is in obher ways
wwise. This is espccially truc inrview of rccent
devclopments in Hungary which -may solve the vroblen L

without risks delivery your mcssage 'inVolvos. ‘}RB
11?. Embassy is theroforé not ':(febeat, ng@) dcle?:l;:lj_.vcriﬁg

WUhitman's message nor is Dexter conferring with-i -

individuals mentioned in 2057',},::"ih0y ar‘e"rflot‘ in}-Li"sbbn:

but in small town of Curia 100 mileé,horth." SRR I
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-FROM: . AMLEGATION, Bexn = - : -

To: Seeretary of State, Washington g

DATED: July 24, 1944 L ' o . R

NUNMBER: 4729 2 //C !
' ; (AL

-——

This message is frcm HoOlelland for WRP and noncerns
Departmentls 2877, July 11.° A

Although Swise enﬁ}y visngs werc securcd over two
y2ars apgo and on June 2, 1944 were ronevsd Glaeon iekiter nnd
his wife have not yet arrived in Switzorls nﬂ The renort is that
thelyr boy is in Ankara now,

It may be thot the Cerman nlane angle ic a confusion
resulting from the syrival in Zurich on the twenty-fifth of June

froa Stuttyart in a Swies alrplane of ten mesbers of the familizs

of Chorin and Jelss; Dr, H@rgarethé;‘wife and“two childven, 0tto
Henrich: Borbalyé; vlife snd thres chlldren., False Swiss visas
were possesged by these people wiho, as puit,of é ransom_ﬁlan
involving 54 members of these familie B('ﬁaﬂ been sent Tthere bv ths
Gestapo. At approximately the snme daieiabigt*aﬁjcf'these,were
deported to Lisbon in two CGermsn plaﬁea; 1t;isrfepor$éd f?qm 8

relisble source that a portion of'thé:ﬁéicé:ﬁaS[a_Bﬁfyear leaee

to the CGerman Goering Werke of the weiséf aﬁtries,especially

ﬂﬁtdllupgical, and that in addition sever "illibn ouias i“&ﬂGB , , P

e were paid glthoush there is no'noﬂfirmstion,of this Lest, In fiennr,

L e Lo ,
there remsined as hostages ang uuatner' Bayon Alfons Velsgs . George
v o E o .

5, K0°nfeLd, wife and chllaven.

D,,u '\%m

: ByR.H.Parks Da(:e SEE 2( 197;'2:




'

Froz g velinble BIGTCe 1t ia stated that the Jewish

Plrecior of cigysenenvs, IV, one ¥ilheln Sielitz, organized the

depairture of tiasec Dersons and 1s noy tTeying to come here himself,

Shosld he nrvive in woltzerland I shall make an attempt to see him.

In the meantime I twent thet Blelitz be contacted by the neutral

atlache wvhleh Departzent's 207C mentioned,

“he case of Uhorin and Welas is the most outﬂtandlng

exomple of the current rengoming An Hungary of vich Jewigh persons,

1% in wovutes sang e prices are over 100,000 Swiss france per

indivicual. fgesntly in Switzerland ong or o intermediarice
Le ‘aueh cnees,  The only individual

June § andg 2142, June 25 nentioned who

VI02C named turned out to have any

I 4. Fged V rl A
Evpt Grimm Dntacteu one of these inter-

nedlnrics on

July who departed for Vienna thnt

the twentyuthiravof July,

FETI %0 Sulizerlend with sroctieat datas

T OPNRRORG WINU RCoQiing ¢

©

Bern and carlier

L) ©to eoncider permit%ing: Lb? J@v g yemalning -

in Zungery o be ziven relief fron ICney &ra auoewvieion—df—enigrat;n

of cuilircn and zdulits to Pe fLine,ané of chilaren up to tﬂn

jears of apge other placgea. Aceording to the SOme nource -
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after the Ninister of Sweden's interview with Hortly on the £1f4h

-~ of July 211 denortations have ceseed from Hungary,
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in June, stands Regent

NEW YORK DAILY PM_July 25, 1944
. ‘Horthy Sends Out Wealth With [
Planeloads of Millionaires T

By NicHoLAs HaLasz o

}Xe}()‘indft}\{e ‘.grival ofnthree German Lufthansa plane-

oads of Hungarian milliopaires in Lisbon the last week
Horthy of

Hungary, He is weesied=Weiss family in the Western [mande

about his economic security in postwar days.
Following the corru?t patteri of graft and personal profit devel-

oped by the German Nazi

hierarchy [~ "¢ Ferenc Chorin, about 60, chair-

the ‘Hungarian satellite head o mﬂrg(he Salgotarjun Coal Mines
Co

state has enabled 21 persons, techni-
cally enemies of the Hungarianjecutive vice preside

ggest in cent;ﬁfd Eurdpe), ex-

t of the Buda-

state, to make a nonstop journeyjpest Hungarian Bank of Commerce,
from an elite concentration campland president of the Hungarian
direct to the safety of a neutral cap-{ Assn. of Manufacturers. The bank
ital. They carried for him over $1,/is the financial center and parent
000,000 worth_of valuables to bel organization of the greater part of |
preserved in the Western Hemi-{the Middle Danube’s heavy indus-
sphere for the benefit of the Becing tries. The majority of its shares are

losers of World War II.

“held byt the Weiss famfy.

Upon arrival at Lisbon’s Inter- . All thale members offthe Famile
national Airpott, the family of thejiad besn arrested by te Gestape
late Baron Manfred” Weiss, Hun-in Budépest on March X9, 1944,7a |

gary
is estim
goes (about .$500,000,000), wa

armament king whose wealth
ated at 2,000,000,000 Pen'hungm‘y’s occupation by the Ger-

ew days after the formalization of

Sinans, and transported to Vienna.,

met by a_personal attorney for' The partnership between the
Horthy. The local legal ~lightWeiss interests and the Horthy
whisked them away to an unknown family began about the time "of

destination.
} 30-Day Visas
1

Inquiries at the Hungarian Lega-
'Hion were referred to the Portu-
“iguese immigration authorities who
“admitted the arrival of a number of
Hungarians from Stuttgart during
the week. The Hungarian passports
bore 30-day transit visas, and their
destination was booked as “over-
seas.” :

It was possible to establish the
identity of the following persons in
the party: R

"€ Barons Eugene and Alphonse
Weiss, sons of the late Baron Man-
fred and present heads of the fam-
ily. Alphonse, about 50, was‘accom-
panied by his wife. Eugene; more
actively concerned in the manage-
ment of bis late father’s widespread
“interests, is a year or_two younger

and was accompanied by his -wife
and two teen-age children. . -~ '~

" q Baroness Daisy Weiss, an un-

married sister of about 45, :

€ Knight Oscar Wahl, about-65,
oldest ‘son-in-law of the late muni-
tion king, accompanied by his wife.

- Another Son-in-Law -

¢ Baron. Moric Kornfeld; another

“son-in-law. and..in*his own right
.chairman of the board ‘of the' Hun-
gavian General Credit Bank;a pow-
-erful finance -entity “which” was an
T the Rothschild ‘interests7im
“the’ middle of Dantbe Vall ]

was-accompanied . by hig -

two:children. < &2

)
(]
-
(0]

Hitler's coup d'etat in Germany.
Although the Goering plan for the
centralization of wealth and indis-
trial installations in the hands ‘of
elect Nazi chieftains had not.yét
been put into operation, astute big
yusi were already >insuring
hemselves.

Son Gets Job

Because of the .nature of the
nunitions business, the Weiss fam-
ly had always been very friendly
0 the regime in power. Chorin w
h- close -personal friend and chief
Rnanciér of the political campaigns
bf longtime “reactionary Preriier
Ktephen Beéthlen. When ‘neo-fascist
and - Hitler-admirer Julius - Goem-
hoes became premier”in 1933, the
moment had - arrived to éstablish
unbreakable borids with the high-
st possible  authority that should
kurvive all changes of regime. = _

‘Csepel Works, was a personal i\(ﬂd-
tion) . orie ‘of regent’s - -Sons,

into 4 position in the directorafe. .
He was soon giver-a partuershi
in..the enterprise. that  employ

the holdings,’ already .4 member of

e S s
P a,q :
RS 2 e

Middleman - a Metropole of Vienna,

iddleman e 6 ithin a few - days, - Chorin’s
of the son-in-la’\'\]vs.r.It]lt:(=,(]1§|?")l':1‘:\1ﬂ(‘gh‘;?s(f brotherg.iulaw were ‘aggo brought
tian von Geitler. He is now ‘oné of to the Cestapo headquihcg&\
the hostages who remained in Hun- Return Demande '
ary as assurance that the_emigrees | But the German negotiators gol
ulé]l) their part of the deal. - £ nowhere fast. Instead{’ a perso%a%
Financial ~_possessions of the |emissary of Hungary's regent de-

s . the return of the prisoners
Hemisphere reach into New York |to Hungarian jurisdiction. Eatly in
City as well as South America. In |April they were transported to the
New York the former general man- {Hungarian elite concentration camp
ager of Csepel is administrator of |at Kistarosa near Budapest, where
the property which is in_excess of Jin the formerly luxurious manage-
&1.0,00_0',000, The money is ifvested [ment building of a textile concern
chiefly” in” dwelling real -estate_on }a showplace was furnished -for the
the fashionable East Sidé of New {“former rulers of Hungary.”
ork. - . AR Each day at Kistarcsa Chorin
_ The Weiss-Hosthy. pattern .?s.c%\received visits from von Ceitler as
l'leﬂ forward in ] lew York. too, Gy Lyvell as others. Often von. Geitler
adine_nl e e dodan i~ was accompanied by the chief of
counsel for the Horthy holding
compan

the Hangya Cooperative. Hu
jan State and Horthy-owned

cultural and livestock produkts Fl’na]f;; . on June 16, two Gestapo

marketing organization is Vit :
RN officials fook the male members of
Bator, a former director of the [y, "y} family from Kistarcsa,

Budapest Bank of Commerce. boarded a\train at Budapest’s
Power Insurance
Bator, a high official of Tibor
von Eckhardts “For Independent|stepped from the Lufthansa planes

Hungary” movement, supplied thejat ~ Lishon Airport nothing was
funds for that political insurancel heard of their moverents.

- He was transpoited:fo-the H(_)tvelv

Since the -armament - plant, the *[=

Nicholas Hotthy, Jr., who, in the il
late twenties had” worked in the: |agement-of the-Weiss' inter
Ford plant in Detroit was invited

40,000 workers on -an island jn the
Danube River. This was to protéct

& International Steel Cartel e
International Pipe Cartel ‘and :the,
International -Munitions  Cartel; ‘In’
- )the ,‘most:cordial relationships
-~ Texisted between Csepel in Han ;
. ’Armsh'png-Vi'cke" i

8 )

agent of the Horthy regime. It was:
Eckhardt's task.to’ play exile, and
profess love for the democracies,
thus insuring the regent’s continued
power regardless of who wins the

war.

" In 1938, the partnership with-
the Horthy family began to show
-| results, The Hungarian regime, fol-
lowing the German pattern in many
of its economic_as-well as political
measures, set up a holding com-.
i pany for heavy industry, patterned
- on "Germany’s'_ Herman - Goering

Werke. Lo TR

owned 50 per cent by the German.

‘cent by the Horthy family.
- Jewish Control-"

ing of,th've'famil{l (not a corpora- | - The: fact remains, however, that, -
the despite the most stringent of I‘e“"'s,h., B

in Hljh%ér’y; the actu
5

until : March,” 1944, -(The -Weisses
are Jews under the racial theory.
Many. of “them, hpwivgr’ . chi

WE

. 'This holding company; known as’
the Nicholas Hoithy Jiz State Iron,:
Steel and Machine Works, swal-: -
lowed Csepel at- one bite; The
holding company, though earrying}

- |in’ its title the designate “state,” is:

Herman Goering:Werke and 50 per |

piained the same. without change—|

i
:
!
.
!
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CONTROL 20y~ T

PAR‘\ PHRASE OF TELEGRAM RESEIVED

FROM: Amerié;ﬁ5Embadsy,'Zl%bon

TOt Secretary of State, Viashington L
TATE: July 26, 1944

NUMPER? Qg%l

N

The message given below concerns the German sponsorcd
arrival here of Weiéé and refers to our July 1 cable No. 2054,
Grgy has been informed in confldence by the Assistant

Chlef of the Portug&gse Internetional Police that the
Portuguese'vis;s provided the Welss perty are false, and
that e telegram purporting to have come frpm the Po%%uguese
Consulate General in Berlin sent te the police here is falge
also. Indications from the dame- gource arethat Portuguese
Foreign Office 1s now formulating protest uoncerning tha

matter which will be presented to the German Lagation shortly.

K\%ORWEB ,

DECLASS]T‘ED
State Dept Letter, 1- 11 72

,VBy B, Parke MSEP 27 '1979_




DEPARTMENT v OUTGOING Division of

OF COMMUNICATIONS
STATE TELEGRAM Aupmst 3\, 194AND RECORDS
Digtribubion oi‘DE T MENT OF 31 ATE N :
o G'Aﬂll’ll" only by ap ,VgﬁION e P
ar ooy . _A, .- {J‘_, ey ,-'
1944 AUG 5 il 10 27 Foy S {
AMLEGATION, text ¢ R o
: COMHUNICATIONS  |__Pe Closety oy, 0T PReE
wocmm,m AND RECORDS SR -
1551, ( LIAISON ) Cd

The f9¢¢wwang Har Refugeo Hoard cable 68 ig fnr Ol@@no

L. Rofer Dgpartment's 1248 of Jfune 23, uRB%g 20,
penultimate paragraph. H1fred Holasz, Budapast, sald to be
seeratary general of printersg® union, augyest@& by Ignats
Sehultz whcse name should be used,

2. Expraas Bmard'g appreeiation to Wallenberg fop _
aehievem@nts mentioned in your 2779 of July 25, to WAH number
824, Would appreeiate oatimate of aogt of operating suggested
experimenial camp af woll as your views o8 .to the extent to
whioh it might be financed without supplying free forezgn
exchznge te the gnomy. Heed of rrotection would appeav Le be
preper basis of seleetion, :

3. Refer your 5396 of June 30 lneerporating your 12 toiﬁ
Lishon of sanme Gate. M@mBE?ﬁ ot “same family hava arrlved 1n N
uwitzerland and Amlsgatiom Barn statas- 7 :

<UOTE ~ From g reliabl@ source - it s stated that tho,‘?i

Jewish diveotor of Aaupesauys I U, one Wilhelm Bleli®z, |

organised the deparﬁure”or’zhese peraons and 18 now tryn','
. ing to eome h@re himgels. UNQUOTE

Vallenberg may randritvaGVantageoua to:GOntaat”himq:

WRBIMMViKG NOE
8/3/44 o

L zDE(,LAssmmo
: State Dept Letter 1711 72
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FiH-212 stopkifam & sec writ -
Listributlcn of true o text g Y reassyg the
reading only by special Da Edb&ug\tzgt ?Alsl@eﬂ:sauejm“
arrangement. “W) RIS gy v e
) REc‘d 6: 15 Pellie .
/Z', /\/)/ s
Secretary of State; C ;
o Fo T
washington. ’ : R mﬁ,i/ t// /;ﬁ £
« LA
2975, August 6, 7 p.m. corL
X - . e d 5
£,

iraveler who. left Budapest July 5 gave following ,y, ’
information to dissident Hungarian hegation here /
(reference paragraph three of WRB telegram 66 received
as Department's 1551 August 3, 8 p.m.):

Our 14, August 6, 7 p.m. to Lisbon repeats this.

Germans are said to have given weiss family
(46.peErsons) psrmission to leave Hungagy for neutral i
destination and take with them all va;uabl€s7exéspt

jewélry. In return Hermann Goring htfkg”waé given _
all factorics of Manfred weiss COmpanyJin;Hﬁhgéfy}
Thus all c¢sepel came into GzrméﬁfﬁaﬁdssiiIﬁ,éddition:

weiss family paid Germans one: andronz hélf'millioni

s v
. owiss francs. Lransactlon took placE bEhlnd backs

of Hunﬂarlan authorltlss ‘vho therEforf rEsentEd 1t.
Hungarlan JEWS are also EmblttErEa by WElSa cass. -

End of travelsrs information.

L Abb'vz,‘

DI‘CLAS"%II‘I I‘D
7 Stabe Dept Iettex 1- 11-72

_SEP. 27 1972

VBy R H, Parks Dat




g i
-2~ #2978, August 6, 7 p.m., from Stockhoim

Above report which is telegraphed as of interest
to WRB in connection with Legation's 2596, June. 30,
9 p.m. (sent to Lisbon as 12, June 30, 9 pem.) is

included in Legation's despatch 3782 of July 27.

JOHNSON
- BB WSB




