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Lisbon, July 4, 1944 

Subject; J!fJ(E~ 
Arrival in Portugal of Group of ProrA~~ fi.....' I. 
Hungarian Jewish Industrialists. . (UfAtf' 

T E 

The Honorable 
The Secretary of State 

~ashington, ~. C. 

Sir: 

I )J.J ''· t1 - ~ 
· •·•••· '· lh.. . );, v ·;{ .. , I 

In confirmation of the !mbassy•s telegram No. 2054, 
July 1, 1944, 1 p.m., I have the honor to r2port that on 
June 26 and 27, 1944, a grou] of thirty-two Eungarian 
Jewish capi~alists anJ industrialists arrived 'in Lisbon, 
without previous warning, accompanied by their families. 
A list of the names of tl1e members of tllis group, together 
with the number and date of the passports issued to the 
heads of the families, is attached hereto. This list was 
prepared at the 3nbassy•s request by ~r. Sirna, f6rmerly 
rress Attache of the Liungarian Lerca tion who, together 
with the J,:inis ter, .h,fi8 brol:en off all relations with the 
Sztojay government. ~ 

There is also attached a copy of a report prepared 
by J.:r. Sima after talkinr, to l.'r. Billitz, one of the members 
of the t:;roup who is an acquaintance of long· standing of r,~r. 
Sima. · 

The information supplied by: Mr. Billitz should, in the 
opinion of the Embassy, not be accepted without careful 
checking. It has been obvious that the individuals com­
prising th·is group were ordered by the ·J.ermans to give no 
information and that they have a wholesome fear of the 
possibility of reprisal measures being taken ag~inst the 
mem9ers of the families which were left behind-as- hostages. 

There is a great deal of mystery surrounding. the ar- . 
rival of this group in Portugal and their pr~senc.e has 
·~iven rise to rumors of all norts in Which an attempt is . 
made in some way to implicate the United States. One such 
rumor alleges that arraneements have been made through an· 
American intermediary to unblock certain funds in the United 
States belonging to members of this group. A second alleges 
that the Germans allowed these prominent and influential 
Jewish industrialists to come to Lisbon for .t:he:purpose of 
attempting to arrange1 peace terms through their important 
Jewish connections and friends in the United States and . 
Great Britain. A thiTd attempts to link up this. group wlth · 
the Brand proposals, which originated in Turkey, involving 
an exchange of motor trucks and food m1:1terials for the 

DEC I t. ~ --~Tfi'D 
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release by the Germans of Jews in occupied countries. 
In this connection see Embassy's despatch No. 680, 
July 4, 1944• 

I 

. "It probably can be taken as axiomatic that the 
release of these individuals by the Germans has been 
engineered with some -ulterior motive and that this 
goes beyond a simple Question of ransom, which was 
undoubtedly involved. 'l'he danger appears to lie in 
the fact that the Germans may in some way use the 
presence of this group in Portugal to drive a wedge 
between the Russians and .their .Allies either by letting 
lt leak out that the British and ourselves are involved 
in attempting to arrange separate peace negotiations or 
in some way intimating that the release of this group 
is evidence that the Brand plan has been accepted by · 
us. 

Both the British Embassy and this Embassy are 
following the matter closely and we shall not fail to 
report any further developments or information which 
may come to light. 

~nc~opures: 
, ·, No, 1 - List of nai!J.eS 

no. 2 - Report 

ESC: rm 

• 

Respectfully yours, 

For.the Ambas~· pr: r. J\ ') 
~~. Croo er ? 
Counselo~ of Embassy 

.'­,, 
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Enc1osurejto Despatch ~o. 677, July 4, 1944, Lisbon, Portugal 

RECENT HUNGARIAN ARRIVALS IN LISBON 

BARON EUGENE ~~ISS - Hungarian - engineer - passport 
delivered in Budapest, dated June 4, 1937, No, 9600 -
accompanied by six children - date of arrival June 25, 
1944. 

Family: Georges - age 18 
Alice - age 20 
Annie - age 15 
Gabriel - age 21 
Martha - age 19 
Marie - age 17 
Edith - wife - age 45 
Annie Geit1er WEISS - relative - age 45 

DR. FRANCOIS CHORIN - Hungarian - passport delivered at 
Budapest, dated November 25, 1941 - No. Kl70J7 - arrived 
from Berlin via Lufthansa German plane June 25, 1944 -
accompanied by three children. 

Family: Francois - age 16 
Elisabeth - age 22 
Dayal - age 19 
Daisy Weiss CHORIN - wife - age 49 

DR. MAURICE KORNFELD - Hungarian - senator - passport 
delivered at Budapest dated September 30, 1943 - No, 79044 -
date of arrival in Lisbon June 27, 1944 - accompanied by 
three children, 

Family: Marie - age )0 
Hanna - age 28. 
Thomas - age 20 
Marianna 1'leiss KORNFELD - wife - age 56 

FRANCOIS DE lvlAUTHNER-- Hungarian- engineer- passport 
delivered in Budapest, dated January 20, 1944, No. 144316 
accompanied by his daughter - date of arrival June 25, 1944. 

Family: Anna - age 31 
Francois - age 34 
Gabrielle.~ age 21 . 
Elsa - wife - age 68 

DR. MAURICE HOFF- Hungarian- attorney (legaladviser of 
Weiss) -accompanied by his·wife - passport delivered in 
Budapest, dated December 18, 1937 - No. 120356 - date of 
arrival in Lisbon June 26, 1944. 

ZOLTAN FENYVESI - Hungarian - engineer ;.: accorripaiiied by his 
wife - passport delivered at Budapest, dated Ji.pril 2, 1939 -. 
No. 178982 - date of arrival in Lisbon .Tune 26, 1944. 

All above-.me.ntioned individuals arrived in Lisbon from B~rlin, 
via German Lufthansa planes. All "entry-visas" in Portugal · · 
were deliveredby the Portuguese Legation, Berlin, with per"" 
mission to remain )O days in ~PortugaL · li1rpasaport;s-contafh 
transit-visas through Spain. ·· · 
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Lisbon, June 30, 1944 

. The party was accompanied to Lisbon by Mr. ¥(. Billitz, 
duector of the Manfred Weiss Aeroplane Factory, who, by 
arrangement with the Germans, returned to Hungary, presum­
ably to save others. 

After the experiences they must have gone through 
these people are very much intimidated and reluctant to 

-speak, particularly of the arrangements which enabled them 
to escape. As far as could be gathered the price of their 
escape was an agreement between the Chorin-'Neiss-Mauthner 
group and a German industrial concern by which the indus­
trial plants of these three families, which forms a con­
siderable part of Hungarian industry, were taken over by 
the concern for use, but the property rights have been 
reserved for the owners. Whether any other payments have 
been made, is not known. It appears that they are provided 
with cash for about a year. The Portuguese authorities 
seem to have doubts about the genuineness of their visas 
and are making investigations. 

In the conce~tration camp near Vienna where Chorin, 
'Neiss and Kornfeld were kept for a time, ·the following 
Hungarians remained: 

Count Anton Sigray 
Count George Apponyi 
Count Anton Szapary 
Count Ivan Csekonics 
Mr. Charles Rassay, leader of the Liberal Party 
Mr. Charles Payer, leader of the Socialist Partu 
Mr. Julius Malasits, Socialist M.P. 
t:r. Mano Buchinger, Socialist M.P. 
Mr. Desider Laky, former Minister of lt'ood 
Mr. Julius Somogyvary 
Mr. Nicholas Halmi 
Mr. Gustav Gratz 
Mr. Eugene Vida 
Mr. Lipot Asohner 
Mr. Leopold Goldberger 
Mr. Frederick Fellner 
Mr. Rudolph A!idorka, former lt,inister at ll'ladrid 
Kr. Joseph Sombor and . 
25 members of .the Polit,ical Police 

Mr. Lipot Baranyay, f'ormer President of' the National 
Bank, and Mr. Charles Barcza have been allowed to go home. 
(The rumor that Baranyay died is not true.) Mr. Szentmiklosy 
and Mr. Szegedy-Maszak are kept. in prison in Budapest. The 
brothers 1\:eresztes-Fischer are imprisoned In Germany, . Baron 
George Ullman, Mr. Joseph Balogh, Mr. Zoltan Tildy, Mrs. 
'ribor Eckhardt are hiding somewhere in the country. 

As regards the effect of .bombarrunen.t ~ the following 
could be gathered: The Manfred ','ieiss Aeroplane ~'forks, the 
Aeroplane Factory at Gyor, the Chemical Factory at Pet and 
the Petrol Refinery at Almasfuzito have been destroyed. The 
refineries at Soroksari-ut in Budapest have .also heavily 
suffered. On the other hand, railways, ·marshalling yards ?.lld 
other railway installations have been little damaged. Indus..;. 
trial production has been largely disorganized.~ A1'tf3r ~raids_ .· 
on industrial plants which ueu~lly destroy a nUm.ber ,!)f · 
workers• houses, the workers .si.mply.d:tsperse to. savf),their 
families and belongings; and return to work sometimes on].y 
~R~-~ . 

.~ . 
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CASU: ADDRESS 1 HICEM • LISBOA .. .., .. 

TO: Messrs. James H. Mann, and John W.Pehle, 
War Refugee Board. 

FROM: S.Bertrand Jacob~on. 

SUBJECT: Group of Huniarian Refugees Recently Arrived .in Lisbon. 

Sunday evening June 25,1944, there arrived at the 
Lisbon airport, by a Lufthansa plane from Stuttg~rt via Madrid, a first co,ntingent of a prominent Hungarian family group,-­
Manfred Weiss & Company, the leading industrialist family in 
Hubgary. By Tuesday eveningJune 27, two additional Lufthansa planes landed in Lisbon with other members of the family and 
the families of trusted employees. In all 3B people arrived. 
They all went to the Avenida Palace Hotel, in the center of 
Lisbon, and this unexpected, unnaounded arrival of so prominent a family created a mvst unusual commotion. 

I first learned about it Monday morning June 27, ~ when there suddenly appeared in our pffice, Baroness Edith Weiss and her young niece Miss Anne Mauthner. It should be stated that most of the members of this group had been very close friends of mine in Budapest in 1940, 1941, and 1942, when I represented 
the Joint Distribution Committee in Hungary and the Balkan area. 

It should also be stated that. the Manfred ·,veiss 
family occupied a leading position not only in the industrial, banking, and social life of Hungary, but were the principal 
supporters of all relief work, both Jewish and non-Jewish, in that country. They were active participants in all matters connected with refugee relief and the imp.; o~ement of social ___ . 
conditions. :Baroness Edith Weiss was the active representative of the family in all such undertakings • · · 

The following persons were those who arrived here_: 

Baroness Eith Weiss. 
; Baron Eugene Wei~s, his wife, and 3 chilren • 
. f Baron Moric Kornfeld, his wife, and 3 children -
tf Mrs. Elsa Mauthner (Nee Ne:l,ss) and o children. 
c; Baroness Elizabf'th Weiss and 4 children . 
s: Mr. Ferenc-Ch9t,in, wi:f'e _(Nee Wej._13_;,_}~an_<!__ 3 children. 
2 Dr. George Hoff (of their legal staff) and his 

j mother and father. 
"! .. Mr. & Mrs. Fenyvesi, their young- daughter,~ arid Mrs. 

~- Fenyvesi 's mother. 
1 Dr.Vilmos Billitz, general manager of one of the family's 

large plants. He is _a .brother of young Mrs .Fenyvesi. · · · · 
Dr. Billitz, I am told, had an urgent·messa:ge to communicate to me from the Jewish leaders inHungary, begging for immediate help to save them from deportation arid terror:is!ll; but .he was unable toc_ommuilicate wit:tJ.me,.as he was prt;~.ctically --- -- •-- --:'.-_.o.---~-----_,--_-_ -.: -~~ -· -~ 

---~ 
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spirited out of Portugal in a German plane some time on Tuesday June 27 or the next day. Wednesday evening, on the way back to Budapest, during a stopover in Madrid, he telephoned to Edith Weiss reminding her %m not to fail to convey to me the urgent appe~l of the Jevrish committee in Budapest. I have reason to believe that Dr. Billitz was rushed back to Budapest without the knowledge of the Pottuguese police. 

Wwdaesday morning June 28, the male members of the group were all summoned to the headquarters of the Portuguese International Police to expiiain the circumstances under ;;,hich 
they received their Portuguese visas. It must be stated here that every Portuguese visa must be telegraphically authorized by the International Police in a numbered telegram to the Portuguese Consular or diplomatic officer authorized to issue the visa. Such numbers appeared in the Portuguese visas of all the members of the group, but the Police could find no trace of such tele6rams having been sent from Lisbon. A check was made in every telegraph office in Portugal, and in Spain, without Qisclosing any trace of the origin of the telegrams authorizing the visas. 

To the police and to me, the group stated that when they arrived on German territory sometime after May 19, when most of them left Hungary, their Hungarian passports were taken up by the Germ~s, and were return~d to the members of the group only' half an hour· bef.ore. they 'left the ~ai-rport at Stuttgalt en route to Lisbon via Madrid •. The passports thus returned to them bore the Portuguese visas. It seems obvious then that somewhere on German territory the Portuguese visas were affixed to the passports, But by whom ? Where ? For what consideration ? Under .what pressure ? These questions are now being investigated by the Portuglllese police, who, I am reliably_informed, have re­called one of their officials from Berlin to make -explanation';- . 

On equally reliable authority here, I have it that the Portuguese police is not questioning the goodfaithof the Weiss group who came here with these apparently questionable visas. · · · 

It is important to point out that there are detained on German territory (not in Hungary), as hostages and as the price of silence, Baron Alphonse, -the husband of Elizabeth Weiss--and a son and daughter Xl'llitldxJt in law:-of ::Barun Mpric Kornfeld. · · 

The following Saturday, .;twm July 1, the entire group cemplying with an order issued by the Portuguese Police, left Lisbon to restricted residence irithe little summer resort village of Curia, in northern PortugaL· · - · · 

During the six days between their arrival in Lisbon qnd their departure for Curia, I saw them frequently and had many talks with them, In fear of any possible reprisal against the ·· members of their falllily detained in Germany, they decline to talk about the circumsances of their departure, or to make-any state'-" ments about their journey, conditions in Hungary and similar data. 

·I 
1, 

; 

l.-
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The arrival in Portugal, with the obvious help of the 
N~azis, of so large a: group of Hungarian Jews, has raised e. number 
of questions. To ascertain the answers to these questions I de­
cided, after ta~:king the matter over with Mr. Crocker, Counselor 
of our Embassy, to go up to Curia for the weekend. 

Wi1y did the Germans permit them to leave--assuming even 
that a heavy ransom was paid in the form of confiscated properpy, 
money,or valuables ? There are many thousands of cases where 
the property of Jews was robbed, legally or otheerwise, by the 
Nazis who yet refused the victims t¢1¢~ttr~t¢. permission to 
leave for safety. 

A suspicion was even expressed in certain circles here 
that this group, or some of its members might be the bearers of 
a secret peace offer. 

What were they doing in German territory from the time 
they left Budapest May 19, until their arrival in Lisbon June 
25th ? 

To clarify these questions and get some iuea of what is 
going on in Hungary, I went to Curia Thursday July 6 for the 
weelcend. My miss:I.on to secure the desired information was 
frankly unsuccessful. A family conference was held and the spokes­
man, Mr. Ferenc Charin, told me that while some of them were 
for telling me all, the conaeneus was that because of the grave 
danger that might result for Baron Alphonse Weiss (the titular 
head of the family) and the Kornfeld children--still detained as 
hostages in Germany--they preferred not to make any reports. w~. 
Chorin did however give me a persona.& message to Mr •. crocker, to 
whom I conveyed it upon my return here Monday July 10. 

li should add that Mr. Cho~in is the leadingindustrialist 
in Hungary, president of the Hungarian National Manufact~rers · 
Association, member of the executive committee of theHungarian 
Co~aercial Bank of Pest, and a member of the Hungarian Senate. 
Baron Moric Kornfeld is also a Hungarian seanator.) 

Nevertheless, in spite of their unwillingness to give 
me anything orally or in writing, i arrived at certain con<:lusions 
which I submit to you--in confidence~-

1. There is np doubt in my mind that the Weiss family 
paid a heavy ransom, perhaps cash, perhaps property, per­
haps stock in their various enterprises • Ihave no doubt 
that the Nazis !!accepted" this ransom in some legal' form. 

2. I am equally certain that they were able to buy 
their permit to leave German territory· for Portugal--with 
the active help of the Germans-""'throughpowe:rful connec­
tions with German industrialists. It must be remembered 
that the firm of M1:lnfredWeiss &: Company had extens.ive 
business connections in inany countries ~or many years, 
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and that they were able to mobilize the influence 
of connecjiions in Germany, who with an eye to the 
future, arranged for their departure from German 
territory. 

3. With regar~ to the suspicion that the gropp, or 
any individuals in it, may be the secret bearers 
of a peace offer from Germany or Hungary, I must 
cru1didly say that such a suspicion seems b~seless. 
It can hardly be believed that the Germans would 
cvnfide such an offer to a large group, or even to 
threeor 4 Jews. In any case, if they are the bearers 
of such an offer, I have heard nothing of it; nor 
has anyone else, as far as I can ascertain. 

4. 1'vhen they left Hungary !im May 19, (up to that 
time most of them were in hiding with friends or 
under arrest in B~dapest) they traveled by bus or train 
to Auatria. They were detained in camps, under cons­
tant guard. They are significantly silent about this. 

5. The Manfred vveiss family doubtless have funds in 
neutral countries, and also in countries at war. I 
am sure they have funds in Switzerland and in England. 
I know they have frozen funds in.the United States. 
I heard the suspicion e:Kpressed today that they may 
have assigned some of these accounts to the Germans; 
I completely disbelieve this •. · 

In conclusion I want to suggest that you investigate this 
family's financial connecttons in the United States. A gentle­
man named Mr. Victor Bator, 30 East 72Street, New York, 
will, I am sure, be able to give you such information as you 
may seek. I should also like to ask~that none of the material 
in this memorandum sJ:iould be made public. 

- ·?-';-.'-"· ·. ; 
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00 • D$)\}.;rlf.'tfilll:l\'~ 9 9 J.925 ~t Jt~J.;r 5 , ~l~.Ml~ I!GU.V<D:r th\t 

follotJr~.~~~ r~<Jr.1Jll§& :Lwtllm 1lhtJ We.:r RefU~EiD9 Rloa,Y.>O. to Fe:rcnQ 

ClhGt:•!rt ~rd~l Ba~om ll!~wits Ko1r~-.f'eld~ 4VSlf!2.r4 !'nl!ll.M Hotelo , 
~1· ..... ,_ •.•.. -., .. ··-·-··-···-·-

L.1!!l19~1: ti,UO'l'l& :J;n thl\9. 9tr>m:b et all OlAI' !L>U~U&l t:r3.!ttU1G l 

~U'g•ll JGI:.. &l~rmomU,; tc ooapv;wa tG '!..4th Dooto!' Dext0? of 

thtD lila.~ Th!lft1~€~~~ liloall'd Mr:u~li.:i81:r.g ·flo him all irill'owm.at!on 

eo~Gt:li'I'd~!illf. 3"'.:ltnl' de>;pa.l'tlat·~ &111'1 .ftilY o'tll.oxo .?.nfo:t•mation that 

1llilY 1» cot ml!!~i~t:taa&~'2 in mavine ·tb$ <U. '!~@ of otlMt£'11. 

Pl~&e(if-&t:J,:~ililll Do6toao Dill.xtn• who i~'i ~\dn.pOiilt @an be . 

<tPP:'~!',<\'Ih~d wil. th !>fii!W hGpa ~)f iiUJ\l\JC:I!:&Il ana. tb!} b.Mis 'lllPIOft 

t.-hi<k"'l. e;uoh ~PPl"eJ~>,<flh mh.oold 'itlfB !llf.'l!!~. DEHtt glfflatimgs to 

a:U of ym~. S!g;;~~lli.liZ'nfHJt W:tttm~JW.· U2iQ,UO'.\'E. 

WR&l t IUi'f: Kll 
"1/l0/44 

w:w.. 
(GH!fl) 
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7 fir VI) 

Secretary of State 

Washington 

2262, July 21, 7 p.m. 

DIVISION OF 
COMMUNICATIONS 

AND RECOIWS 

i 
1 Reference your 2033, July 20. This V/RB 109• 

I Channels opon are dissident Hungarian offi~ials 
I;:~;,-,. D"patchca mentioning thom ore eoo; 701;·~;:, 
! 
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INCOMING DEPARTMENT 
OF 

STATE 
;· 

\ 

DIVISION OF 
·. · COMMUNICATIONS 

TELEGRAM . AND RECORDS 

CONJR~k· Jnpy< / 
LC ., J.02 
Dis o:.ribUL,; ·m o::­
trc.O reading b~~ 
special arrang•:•:rwnt 

• T VJ) 

Secretary of State, 

Vlashington. 

2273, July 24, 1 p.m. 
K 

Lisbon { J~r 1 ( / ( .. ' 

Dated July 24 1 194~ 

Roc 'd 10:48 a.m. 

! QEPARTMENT Of STATE 

JUL 2 4-1944 
DIVISION or 

o::no,wo•NoCATI<JNS & RECORDS 

I believe and Dexter concurs any approach nlon13 

tho lines suggested Donartment 1s 2057 I'!RB 52 J·clly 21 

· . .1night endanger lJ VEJ_S of'.. hosj;sgos nnd is in other l'ra:-,_ s ___ _ 

cmnise. This is especially true in view of' recent 

developments in Hungary r1hich ·ma-y solve the :oroblom 

l"lithout risks delivery your message involves. :·mi3' 

110. Embassy is therefore not (repent not). de).:i,voring 
-cc~~-'"-~. ·-~=T.::._ ·-

Uhitmnn 1 s message nor is Dexter conferring nith 

individuals mentioned in 2057. They are not in Lisbon 

but in small town of Curia 100 miles north, 

USB RR 

HORHBB 

·DEQLASSIFIED 
f!tate Dept. Letter, l·ll• 71 

By a. H. Parks nau;..m_z 7 1972 
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TO! Secretal"Y of citn te, \iinshlngton / 

DATED: 

NUElli.i!:R: 

F 

ucpm'tment 1 e 20'77, July lL-
/ 

Although s,_.,Lne e::l'~P:r v1enr,\ ;ra;."c eocur·cK1 ov:::r; tHo 
v 

yenrG AGO .nncl m1 June 2, 19·~4 ~-:ere r·onet·IGCJ. Gi([eon ;;:\i<'1'lter rend 

his \·Tife have not yet o.r:cived in 31,;itzorlf.md. 'Ihe report is tl1P.t 

ti!eir boy is in AnkHra nop, 

It may bo th.r-.'t the German nlnne t'J.nc;lo ic n cr,nfv.eion 

:rceul tinL,S f:rorn the aY'1'iVG.l in Zt.:rioh on ti'1e t~renty-ftfth of June 

fro:u Stuttt;art in a .S\•Tic::s Hi:rpl!ine of ten _.-.;embei'tJ of the famili~u 

of Chox'in and Je:l~a; Dr. }:jr,rd1,:reth~, 11ife and t\'w chiJ~(fi"on, Otto 
- ,/ 

Hen:cich: l3o:rbolye_, wife r•nd tbree oh11(tren, False ;St-vise v:J.aa0 

Nere poasesf3_e_d __ l;ly these people 1.Yno, FtO pa:r.t of e, rnnsom plnn 

1nvolvlnf5 54 membe:r>a of theoe fe.rall.tee, han been sent ther>e by the 

Gestapo. At l'-'.pprox:lmatel:; the swne dnte a1Jo.rt ;jg of these t·H3re 

c1oported to Lisbon 1n t'.:rO Germnn plnnes, :r.t 1.s i"epoz•tsd fx·om a 

l"Cliv.ble souroG that e. po;ption o:r:' the price .<mB a 25 yeRr lease 

to the Gtnoman Uooring ':lorke of the \1e:l.sB lnducitd.cs especlally 

metallurgical, ~n<J. that -'.Ii uCldi tion aevex>aY~ i:!il:llon Sl1laa f:t'anca 

HSl'e paid lSlthoueh there iB no oonf'innatlon of this le.et. In Vienm 
• . • v v 

t.here remEtined ns nostages Er,n3 l1uetnex·, Bnro;1 Alfons ~fel8!3, GeOl'Ce 
,/ 

s. Ko1•nfeld, \qlfe nnd ·childl,en. 

DEC! •'-SSJF'Ii~b 
State Dept. Lotter, F-11-72 

By B. H. Parks Daoo...s.£.£..2 '( 1972 
l 
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F.'l:'<l ~ r; :•e11.nblc tnt~:,-cc 1 t l.a Htc.•.t:ed thr:.t the Jowinh 

DlPO(;c•)r ,,f .cii..CJL~'i.!mll"lll!.J.. rj, mo '1:1J.hel:G "Fi:l.el1"tz, Ol"eanlzed the 

de;yu."ture of t;;er,e pr:rGc)flll m:.c\ J.s DO'"! trying to come hore himself, 

In tbe moontlmo I BUcJCBt thet Biclltz be contacted by the neutral 

e:wnplc o:'." "Cr.tc CU:<Tr:nt J'tJllno;:i:l.ne: J.n i-iun,-.:nry of :rich JeNioh persons, 

~Iter .l.;:v<;sci-_rttJ. -.n of nll t'::nf:c n~:mod turneo. out to have any 

nno::'·;l c:;..,nnclo t::.x·•)o,t:::.:. Lv.;,·1.; CLtt.~.c< -C')I1tD.cteci. one of these inter-

X'6·~z:'.vou ·.~·n t.;Jc C·l·;Lteell .;]; oJ: Jul.;' f:ro::t the .;-Jungr;.r:l:m Le;;ntion in 
v 

£;e:.'n .':ln::l e~::_;('), 1.r;o:r· frc~1 r:; spr:ooiel IGF\C dal.eje.te 1vho arouncl J'uJ.;1 6 

1>):):, l':··cc ;~,:~w, t E\Ler 1 r; :J.;;t ~e>:· 1;,) ~:o:t··tn~, the Htmce.rian Ce.binct 

tn !iungLry ·~o he given reliEd' from ICHC: and superviSion o1' emigratm 

of children and Bdulto to Pe.leet.ine o.nd of childl"en up to ten 

yea:ra of' age other pl.aoea. Acoordine: t 0 the samo AOU:r·ce 

- ~- :7~--'~' 



..... 
~~-

·~ -v-
after the liinlster> of :3weden' s interv1e11 1;.;! th Ho:r~ly on the fif·~h 

of July all deportations hove ceaeed from :lungary; 



- - ·-r,_/~. 

NEW YORK PAILY ~M,...July 25, 1944,.. _f_._.L_ 0~-
H th s d 0 W· 1 h w·~· ~ . -~. He was transp'oited(to.lhe Hotel ~ . Or Y en S Ut ea t It · tb l:vhddleman . ·· Meh'?P?Ie of Vienila. . · .. , 

PI ·I d £ M'}}' • · iddleman in the deal was on lm~ a few days, Chonns ane oa s 0 I lODaires . . of the son-in-laws, the Aryan 'chris~ ~rot~erGs-m-law wli erde ··~' 0 b.rought 
tian von Geitler. He is now one of o t e estapo ea qUal . . . 

By NICHOLAS HALASZ · ' ' the hostages who remained in Hnn· · · Return Demande 

IIJ 
l3ehind the arrival of three Genna.n Lufthansa pl~1)e- f~ImiJatshaes,.,supr~ntcc 1tht.aht tdhe:e1 •~igrees But the German negotiators got 
1 d f H ri • ·n· · · L' b h 1 · ·k .u o e e.1. nowhere fast. Instead, a personal 
.oa s o un,anan mu~ 111 IS on t e . ast w~e Financial _possessions of the emissary of Hungary's regent de· 
m June, stands Regent Horthy of Hungary. He ·1s w eiss family in the Western manded the retum of the prisoners 
about his economic secmity in postwar days. · Hemisphere reach into New Yoxk to Hungarian jurisdiction. Early in 

Following the corrupt patteni of graft_ and _IJ_ersonal nrofit devel- City as well. as South America. In April they were transported to the 
oped·by the German Na'lJ hierarchy, -~;Ferenc Chorin, about 60, chair- New York the former general man· Hungarian elite concentration camp 
the ·Hungarian satellite head o an of the Salgotarjan Coal Mi.nes ager of Csepel is administrator of !it Kista.rosa near Budapest, where 
stnte has enabled 21 persons, tech.ni- Co. ggest in c':nt.a;,~l Europe. , ex-, t~e property which is in. e~c.ess of m the formerly luxurious manage­
cnl1y e.nemie-s of the Hungarum ecutive vice presJdei'lt of the Buda- $19.000:000. The money lS 1pvested ment building of a textile concern 
~h1te. to make a nonstop journey pest Hungarian Bank of Commerce, 1 cluefly· I~l dwel1ing real. ·.estate on a showplace was furni:ihed ·for the 
from an elite _concentration camp and president of the Hungarian l the fashiOnable East Side of New "former rulers of Hungary." ' 
dire<:! to the safety of a neutral cap- Assn. of Manufacturers. The bani< I York. . . · . : Each day at K1starcsa Chorin 
ital. They earried for him over $1,- is the financial center and parent: .· The WeJss~Horthr pattern. rir- received visits f10m von Ceitler as 
000,000 worth, of valuables to be organization of the greater part of' ue~ forward 111 New York too. C1 ell as others. Often von Geitler 
preserved in the Western Hemi- the Middle l)anube's heavy indus-~'ti'1'"-ff'~L•h"c'"·~L~-- ·- was accompanied hv the chief of 
sphere for t.he benefit of the Oeeing, ITies. 'l)e majority of its shares are ia':: St:~;~~Jd ~g~~~;~~~~,:nedu ~~= counsel for the H'orthy holding 
losers of \~·~nld War II. , held h1; the WC!ss fam~y. _ . cultural and livestock prod ts con~panr,. . 

na~tn~:; .~:;~~:1t, '~\.;£.~~; ~£\b~~;;~l~Qka1:,.,:~:,~w~~ ~I ~h(;e~~~~~·! 'B':{~;ti•~g f~;~~~;iz'd\:~~~to:~ o¥ict\.e orl~~~~ Y~.;'k' /t~~~~~laY~ t;:;~~e:;:~f 
late. Baron Manfr.ed Werss, Hun- n Bucff.pcst on }.larch !J,. 1~44, ·a~ Budapest Bank of Commerce. the We1 fa.nuly from K1~tarcsa, 
!lary ~ armament kmg whose wealth ~w days after the _formahzatJOn of 1 boa~ded a ram at Budapest s est 
IS estimated at 2,000,000,000 pen- ungary's occupation by the G¢r- I Power Insurance Statron an proceed~d to S •tt-
!(Oes (about $500,000,000), was ans, and transported to Vienna . .' I . . . . gart. In this city they were joi d 
met by a personal attorney for The partnership between the Bator, a lu.gh .. official of TJbor by the women, and until the 
Horthy. The local legal light Weiss interests and the Horthy von Eck!!ardt s _ For Indep,endent stepped from the Lufthansa planes 
whisked. them away to an unknown family began about the _time. ''.of Hungary movemen.t, ."'Pplied the at Lisbon :1-irport nothing was 
destmatmn. Jfitler's coup d'etat in Germany. funds for that pohti~·:J msura~c .heard of !hP-If movements. 

Although the Goering plan for the agent of ~he Horthy rc~1me: It "as 
:30-Day Visas centralization of wealth and ind\i's- Eckhardt s task. to play exde, ~nd 

.. _. . rr· .• trial installations in the hands 'of profe~s lo.ve for the d,emocr~c1es, 
lnquute:'i .tt the Hml 0 <lllan Lega- ] . h" f . h d , · fit thus msurmg-the regents conbnued 

lion were referred to the Portu- e ect Na~• c •e tam~ a not. Y .- power regardless of wl;o wins the 
j guese immigration authorities who ee!l put mto operahon, _as~ute .?tg . · · . 
, admitted the arri\'al of a numher of usmessmen were already >msurmg wal(, 1938 th . ·t - I . 'th. 

I 
· 1 S d . h selv s . n , e p.u ners up WI 

Hunganans rom tut~gart urmg em. e · the Horthy .family began to show 
1 the week. The Hu.nga_nan passpor~s Son Gets Job results. The Hungarian regime, £al-i bore .. 30~day tnms•t vJSas, anq, tl}eu .

01
. .

1
h. 

6
, lowing the German pattern ill man)' 

Jdesti!~ation \\as booked as over- B~c.ause of. the n•lh;r~.. . . i of its economic as well as..political 
. seas. . . umhons husmess, the \;'\ eJs~ fam~ I measures, set up a holding com--
1. It ·"'"' poss1ble to. estabhsh tJ:e ly had a~ way~ been \'ery fn"ndly, : pany for heavy industry, patterned 
ulenhty of tbe followmg persons m o the reg1me m power. Chorm w,~s on ·Germany's Herman Goering 
the. party: _ clos.e .personal friend and c~~~.f , Werke. · . · · . _ 

~-Barons Eugene and Alphonse nanmet .of tbe poh.llcal campm~.ns This holding con>i>anv; known as 
Wmss, sons of the late Baron Man- f longtrme reactionary Prerm."r the Nicholas Horthv Jr.' State Iron,_ 
fred and present heads of the fam- ~tephen Bethlen. When neo-fasc1st Steel and Machine Works swal·' 
ily. ~lphonse; ab~ut 50, was accom- ~nd Hitler-admire~ J'!lius Goem- lowed Csepel at one hi~~. The 

1 pa~1ed by b1s wrfe .. Eugene, more "oes became pre'!'wr m 1~33, ~he holding companv, though- carrxing' 
;actiVely c~mcerned 'r:',tlie.manage-p!ornent had anwed. to esta~hsh in its title -the designate "state," is: 
, ~ent of b~sJate fathers w1despread lmbreak~ble bonds .w1th the h,1gh- owned .50 per cent by the German, 
-mtere~ts, JS a year or two y~mn~er.~st poss•hle authonty tha~ should 1ferin. an G. oering Werke and 50 per I 
and was accompamed by h1s :w1fe ~urv.JVe all changes of reg1me. cent by the_Horthy family. -
and two teen-age ch1ldren. _ · I Smce tbe ·armament plant1 the .. - · · J · .. h C t 1 · 
· ~Baroness Daisy- Weiss, an· un- :csepel Works, was a personal nold· . ew1s _ 011 ro . _ , 

married sister of about 45. · ing of the· family (not a corpom~ The fact remains, however, that; 
1! Knight Oscar Wahl, abonfc65, 'tion) one of tbe regent's sons, l!_espit<> t)l,most str·ingentof/e)yish; 

. oldest son·in-law of the late muni- Nicholas Horthy, Jr., \\•ho, in the laws in Hungary; the· aetua moin·T­
tion king, accompanied by his wife. late twenties had·warked in the.: 'agenuint .Qf the•Weiss .interest$ re·i 
- h . - Fprd. plant in Detroit was invited i mained' the Saine, without change~; 

Anot er Son-m-Law into a position in the directoraie ... I' 'rintiLMarch, 1944. (The Weisses' ,l Baron Moric- Kornfeld, another . He was soon _given a _partiiers~iJl *"' Jews under the_ racial theory.; 
son-in-law and . in . bis own right 111 the enterpnse tha_t em~loyed 1 Many of. then1, howev?r•. ar.l~hil- i 
chairman of the board of the Hun- 40,000 wo!·kers on. an 1sland m i!)e; drel) of ~onverts to Chnstiam .J. j 
garian Ge.neral C1:edit 13. ~nk; -a pow- Da.nube .RJVer. Thts was to prol(lct : . .0 __ · n_ .t.lus d_at_e,_ tli~-- Ge.stap~, ctrng! 

. erful finance -en hi)' · whwh- was an the holdmgs: already a member o 1 • . tl•_ 1ts _ usual speed . a fm~ ours 1 
: ~the Rothschild inter~e Internatwnal Steel Carte e ! i~fter the f()rmal occupation of, 

the'middll' of D-a-nub.·e. _v-alley. He!Inte. rnat~on __ .•I_Pi-pe_._c_. artel an-d ~e.!I!J_u .. di_p-.~~t •. a,.rr.-est•~-d C. ho .. ri_n-. ~vhd h.a_d! \vas --accOmpanied :by his ·wife andllnternahonaJ Muml!ons C~rtel; }n ; S?U~~~~ asylmn m the .chapel of "I 
t:Wo children. __ , : :~---• ----. ·· · --~· mostcordml r~lationsh1ps 1 p~11hcall)':Powerful fnend s est_ate. f 

--- ;exJSted betw<;en Csr:pel in~gary1 .! 

11Ar!"_~IT9n_.g_;v_._-Jcker_s~~ani]~~IJ<l_ I M_ll:sr_busJur fal'an; - __ - · , :: ~ 
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CO~TROL COPY 
FROi\h 

PARAPHRASE OP TEI,EGRAM REJEIVED 

Ameri-&'art T!Jn'ba:,ay:, Lh'bon 
'l'O t 

fJATE: 
Secretary or State~ Washingto~n L. . . 

July 29, 11144 

NUMBI~R: ralo1 

The message given below concerns the German sponsor·od 
j 

arrival here of Weiss and refel's to our July 1 cable No. 2064. 
J 

C.lrey has been in.forntec'\ in coni'idenoe by the Assistant 
j 

Chief of the PortuguesE~ Inten1e.t1onEJ.J. Police that the 
I 

Portuguese visas pl•ovided the Weiss party are false, and 

I tt>..at e. telegram pu1•porting to have come fl'om the Portuguese 

Consulate General in Berlin sent to the police here is false 

also. Indications from the same source are;that·Portuguese 

Foreign Office is now formulating protest concerning the 

matter which will be presented to the GermanLegation shortly. 

NORWEB 
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lo R~f®~ D8p&rtm~nt 0 6 1246 ot Jan® 23p WRa 6s 30~ 

pcmultimat$ paragl"aph. Jl.lf':t"Gid Hmlau, l:ludafX)et, sald. to bo 

secn:··Q~t,ary general t:•f printers v vmicm& l!lUggeetGid by Ignats 

5r.bultR whoa~ nt~e should bo used. 

2. E~p1~ese Boar<!!.' s nppl',~Ci&'Uon to i·lallcnbe:rg tor 

achial'VfllmentOJ ment1ono1l in JTO'Vlr 2'1"79 o.f July 25p to WRB munbGJ:t> 

594. Would ,qpp1•uiete oouma·lie ot liloat ot 6perating suggestmd 

exper1ml!lntal camp as woll all your> v.h-&rlll QS , to thEI ~xtent to 

lr.bJ.ob it might b~?. X'inanc~i!. w:\.tbe~ttt fl'i.lpply1ng tre0 tor•eign 

oxoh~nge to the ®f!f!ifllll'o N<VI!ld ot protecl.i1on would appeal• .t;o ·be 

propex• basis ot' melect1on. 

3. Rofe:r you,. 23916 of June 30 1neorporat1ng your 12-to 

' L!sbon ot aama <late. l~mbera ot' same~ fafllily ~v" arrived in 

Switzerland ~nd Amlegation Be~n states: 

'./,UOTli: Ft'om a reliabl@ source 1t is stated that the 
Jevish CU.rector o:f ~I u,. one Wilhelm B1el1tz, 
organ1Et~d the depa:rturo of these per~ons and 1o now tr;r.;. 

. 1ng to &Jf3me heN h1mectlf. UN~UO'l'E · 

Wallonbe~ may t1nd it advantageoue to contact him. 

NOE 

.:.r.;.~: .. _·r~~:)::·~·rr s -~­
~-~· _(!t1ntt · 
( :'I.i,') SE . S/CR 

DECLASSIFIED 
. State Dept. Lette.r,.i-11-72 

B.vR.:a Parks,Dated SEe .2 7 
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SEcrEtary of StatE; 

v1a shington. 

2975, August 6, 7 p.m. 
> 

Da 

~ravElEr who lrft BudapEst July 5 gavE following 

information to dissidEnt hungarian LEgation hErE 

(rEfErEncE paragraph thrEE of ~RB tElEgram 66 rEcEiVEd 

as DEpartmEnt's 1551 August 3, 8 p.m.): 

v 
jEWElry. In rEturn hErmann Goring \•ErkE was givEn 

v 
all factoriEs of ManfrEd ii;Eiss Company inHungary. 

Thus all csEpEl camE into GErman. hands. In addition 

I•Eiss family paid GErmans onE and onE half million 

bwiss francs.·/ 'l·ransaction took placE bEhind ba_cks 

of Hungarian authoritiEs VlhO thErEforE rEsEntEd it. 
. -. 

Hungarian JEws arE also EinbittErEd by vlEiss casE. 
t 

End of travElErs information. 

AbovE. 

DECLASSIFJRD 
State Dept. Letter, l-11•72 -
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-2- #29?~. August 6, 7 p.m. from Stockholm 

AbovE rEport which is tElEgraphEd as of intErEst 

to WRB in conm; c tion with LEgation 1 s 2396
1 

JunE. 30, 

9 p.m. (sEnt to Lisbon as 12, JunE 30
1 

9 p.m.) is 

includEd in LEgation's dEspatch 3782 of' July 27. 

JOHNSON 

BB WSB 

' . 


