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‘Sovlet 1ntention to eventually override it waa 1mp11ed in:

Amerioan/Conaulate General
Jerusalem, Paleatine

Ootober 6, 1944

uemorandum of Gonvoraafion with Yr. Mifﬁilov Firah

Secretary of the Soviet Embassy, Ankara, October '3, 1944.

In order to pay my respects and may "au révolr" to
the Russian Ambassador and hils First Seoretary with whom
I had been conferring at the request of the Wér Refugee
board during my inoumbency in Ankara, T visited the Soviet ‘
Embassy by appointment on Tuesdey, October 3, at 11:30 &.m.
The smbesgador was 111 at home, snd I epoke for an hour
1nformally'w1th Mifﬁ&lov with whom I had been conferring
from time to time following my conversations with the
Eulgarian and Rumanian ministers and the Hungsrian conaul.
The conversation covered general lines withbut any

special dlsclosures except the following-"

1. Miﬁ%&lov agsserted thet he: was happy that he had

advised me not to take the Bagrianov Government too seri-

ously, that {t was playing with the Nazia, ‘and that: the .

hia previous conversations. - He referred to the freedom

from Soviet direction with whicn thﬂ. new Bulgarian Govern-

ment wasg permitted to opersate, and he referred of oourae,'

'ﬁo-?hﬁf
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to the complete reinstatement of the Jewlsh citlzens ang
all minorities which, he emphasized, wes part of the
Soviet policy.

Hiﬁﬁilov gtated that the Soviet sovernment had watched
the work of Ealabanoff with interest end sympathy and that
among, §11 officlals of the former dovernments who wers
d1lsposed of, Balaganoff wag saved for {uture uaefulnesa.

lie referred, in the same manner, to Cretﬂ;ﬁq, ¥inister
to Turkey from Kumenia, whose gympathies ana ablilities he
also lauded.’ !le atates that 1t was his opinlon thaet thse
Board had worked wisely in taking these two ministers into
our conf'idence, as they have demonstrated thet thetir gsym=-
bathles and actlons have been coneiatently though carefully
oppésed to the RHazi superimposition in their rqapeqtive
countries.

He referred to the "withdrawal® of the military mig-
slona of the British and hmericans from Hnlgaria with the
gtetemant that "the Turks have played up this 1ncident and
made 1t politlcaldgs 'fWEr'; bhe Turks are‘&mﬁ% people"

Early in the oonveraation, Mikﬂ?&ov aaked whebhar I -
had any opinion on: the Arab Conferenoe, which waa ourrently o : frsw
in aesaionk with relation to Paleatlne. I replied that I '

was not familiar with the reasons for the convocation of

- theTCanerenae '
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the Conference or the complex political situation in
Palestine, but that I was plgnning to spend three orr
four days in Paleatine with a view to learning something
more about the country, the pesople ancd 1tg possitilities;
that Falestine was tpa one center where 1t‘had been 7
possible to send homeless refugees; and that 1t interesgted
me as a creative force in a world in the procesgs of war,
Mikﬁigov volunteered that he had spent some weeka in
Pafgstine meking a atudy and thsat he was convinced that
the country could not justify i1ts aims as an independent
Jewish State; that 1t was economically unsound and poli-~
tioally unnecessary. "With the United States treating
its Jewish cltizens as Americans, the British treating 1ts
Jewish cltizens aa Britains and the Soviet'treating 1ta
Jewish cltizens as Russlans, there ig no ﬁecessity in the -
future for a separate Jewish state," Mikﬂflov etated.’ He
asked whether I had any opinion reparding the hritiah atti-
tude towards the Arabs ang bhe Jews from a politioal point
of view. I stated that T did not;. though I had read a,’ '
number of oonflioting articlel about thia. Mikﬁflov then
adroltly indicsted, by 1mplication rather than by e eate-
gorical atatement, that the Britieh skirts might not be
entirely clean where -the Arab unrest was oonoernad. ‘

1i:atgﬁed
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I stated thet T hed read in n magazine, which my
memory sugrvested was the "A%}aﬂéic ¥onthly", an article
indlcating thet the 80v£;t poliecy regarding Palestine aa
an independent Jewish State had recently undergone a
éhange in the directlon of favoring such a State. Mikﬂflov
stated that he 14 not know of thie artlcls or any propa-
ganda tending to suggest this change., T then ssked “1kH{lov
i1f he ooul?d tell me the offlctal poeitioﬁ of the coviet
covernment with regard to Pslestine., Afbter some hssltaﬁion,
wikiff1ov stated thet tho Soviet offictsl posttlon, ae he
knew 1t, waa oppoesed to an Ilndependent Jewish Stste in
Felestine in view of the lacy of need for such a2 state in
the new society sn# politicsl orfentation that would be
developed in the future. »

I gethered from this statemant that—mikﬁ21ov wenq
indlcating his own definite views which unuuestfonably - “f*'"“;4‘gfwﬁfuﬂfmw44
must have pome support 1n offiatal clrcles* although My’
1mpreaslon wag that the subjJect was one whioh waa undsr con-’/~'
alderation and wes probably not- cloaed or settled in prini |
c¢iple from the ”ovlet point of view.. 7' “ :

I referred again to the- crestive force snd oontribu-_
tion that was: apparently being made in ”alectine as ‘& good .

soclety, but thege oplniona apparentlyrfallVon'barrencsoilr

— V,,,Afr—,ﬁérﬁ;;,, L e —fA’
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After ¥Mikhilov pald his respects to the valor end
vigor of the fmerfican Army andg itsAsuccbasiﬁ@ angd referred
to the Impending drives of the LTussian Armles which, he
gald, would culminate on the dete of celebration of Hovem=
ber 8, at which time all Ruselan soil would be freed from
the dazi LiLght, we parted with warm and Iriendly saluta-

tions.

/ G,

o Are’A. Blrschmann'
Specfel Attache of Lmbassy w Aheia

of ths Unltel States of America
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TOt N, ’e’iarr‘/en

FROM: Mr. Pehle

For the files of the State Departument, I am
. B
sending you herewith copies of several memoranda
v
prepared by M. Hirschmann, %ar Refugee Board

representative in Ankara, Turkey.

{8 anos) T, W. Pohld

Attachrments,

FHshd 9/21/44, :
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Dear Iras

We were ell shocked by the news of the MEFKURA disaster. It is
fortunate that you sre there on the spot to do everything thet can be
done, and particularly to make declsions conecerning future evacustions
by ses. As previously indicated, we will fully support the decisions
made by you. I hope that this tragedy will not interfere too seriously
with your future plans for rescue and rellef now that the ground~work
inside Rumania and Bulgaria has been so ably laid by you,

I um sorry that the press of every day business mekes it so difficult
to correspond personally. Cables are all right so far as they go but,
unfortunately, they must of necessity leave much unsaid. Typical ig our
cable No, 697 of August 12 (WRB No. 96) advising you that your discussions
with the Bulgarians and Humanians should be confined to questions of
immediate rellef and resene of refugees.

In borderline ecases it is, of course, not easy to geparate the poli-
tical from purely refugee matters. Psrticularly now when the war appeers
to be approaching a climax in Furope, the State Department iz likely to
conagtrue the term Ppolitleal®™ in a bread memner. In this connection the
State Depsriment takes the positlon that you were on dengerous ground in
your reference to the assistance which the Unlited States Government would
give for the rehsblillitation of Bulgarian Jewish citizenry in paragraph 6°
of the message which you hed trensmitted to certain Bulgsrian officials.
(Your cable No. 1414 of fugust 2.) Political discussions ‘apparently have
been taking plece with representatives of the Bylgsrian Government, who
are particularly anxious to obtain substantial post-war . commlimenis from
the United States. The State Department has real doubts. of Balabanoff'!s
motives in this regard. Because of the delicacy of the quuation regarding -
the post~war pericd, the State Department reéguested me to make i%t clear to
you that the War Refugee Board hes no authority to bind the United. States
Government with & post~war commitment or to enter into discussions on sueh
matters. Kather then enter into a prolonged debate, I egreed to the -
despetch of our csble No. 697 of August 12 (WRB Yo, 96). S '

Your No. 1446 of August 7 arrived in‘ﬁhshington after the despatch
of our No. 697. Paragraph 5 of your esble indicated that you did in faet -
disouss post-wor problems with Balabanoff although, of eourse, without -
making any commitmenis. . ‘At any rate; the State Dapartment apparently is
not pursuing the matter further.




Horsalter in dealing with foreign governments, whether enemy,
neutrel or friendly, it is suggested that you avoid any discussion
of post=wer problems, including the postewar relief and rshabilitstion
"of refugees., Furthermore, in your dealingeg with friendly and neutral
governments, it 1s suggested thet unless there are cogent reasons to
the contrary, general questlons such 25 the one discussed in your
conference with Mikhailov of the Soviet Fmbassy on August 7 (your
1439 of August 7; Ankera No. 120) be raised through Weghington which
is in a position to deal directly with the foreign government concerned,

I hope that these few observations will serve to give you gome
idea of the line which is being asdopted in Weshington by the State
Department and the Board and which, for obvious reasons, I am unsble
to furnish you by cable., Notwithstanding the limitations which I have
mentioned, I am sure you will be able to continue your good work in
obtaining the cooperation of foreign governments in refugee rescue
and relisf matters,

Wilth best regarda,

(8igned) J.W. Pehle

J. ¥. Pehle
Executive Director

Mr. Ira A. Hirschmann, ]
Speclsl Repregentative, War Refugee Board,
United States Embassy,

Ankara, Turkey.

'ﬁﬁ% J’WPehle:c_lg 8/18/@ V
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THE FOREIGN SERVICE -
OF THE ,
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

v
AMERICAN EMBASSY

“nkura, avgust 5, 1944

Dear Johu:

I am enclosing copies of memoranda of my conversatiops held
today with Cretzigau, the Rumaniun hinister to Turkey, «nd
Bal&ganoff, the Bulgarian minister to Turkey, relative to the
Bourd's rescﬁe program, ‘ihese repogts cover in more detsil ihe
convers&tions rgported by me to you through telegrams. ’

Cordially yours,

wpecial attache

Mr. J. 9, Fehle
bxecutive Director
%“ar Refugee Board
lreasury Building
sashingtor, D, C.

“nels,.

g ;/L_l;




august 5, 1944
N
Memorandum for kr. Kelley:

{
Subject: Conversation with M, Bulabanoff,
Bulgarian Minister to Turkey

Pluce: lHome of Gilbert Simond
42 Necati Bey Caddesti, Yonigehir

Time 5:30 p.ae

Honsieur Balabanoff urrived 30 minutes lute und immediutely appropriated
a half-dozen of my 0ld Gold oigarettes for his wife, I took no steps against
this overt uot since I determined to take meusures to make him pay for them
in large proportions. I thanked Balabanoff for the letter which he had
glven to imond for me and told him that I had tranamitted it to our government,
I requested permission to have it publicized, which he stuted had not yet been
authorized but that he would give me an answer to this within not more than
two days. I referrsd to the fact thut the letter szid less than his conversa-
tion with me wnd he replised that this wus naturally the case whers the written
word was concerned. ' ) :

I informed him of the presence of the S, 5, Vita und the o, 5, Perin
in Burgas and your arrangement with the Turkish authorities bermitting these
boats to enter Istanbul; alsc the suggestion that they continue on regular
trips as u oireuit. He mude notes of the latter and promised to inform his
government. He inquired what was helding up the boats and I stated it was
my opinion that the Bulgarian Government was walting for word from the Turkish
Government regurding their release of transit visas.

I then launched into the subjeet of the two anti-Jewish laws: I told
him that it was my opinion, and I believed that I was supported by our
government in the conviction, that the efforts towards good will which the
Bulgarian Govermment was attempting to show, as manifested by Balabanoff's’
letter, might result in the creation of 111 will rather than good will on the
part 6f our government in vievw of the technical:difficulties involved in ‘moving-
pecple out of Bulguria at this time. "It may be weeks", I saig, "before:any -
appreciable number of refugees can depart, and this railure,mightgbarinter-,
preted in Vashington as & breach of faith on.the part of the Bulgarian Govern-

ment," I said that nothing would satiefy us until the two soandelous anti-JewiSp

lews were revoked. Balabanoff reaaserted his position that these laws were to
be abandoned gradually. I inquired u8-to the reason for. such delay, in-view
of the present politicul situation, He 41d not reply to this directly, stating
that 1t was true that the political aituation had eused. appreciably in the

last week; that there was no real fear in Bulgaria of the GermanS—nowrand that
& clese relationship had developed between the Bulgarian Government and-the '
Soviet, He stressed the latter point and spoke of 1t with enthusissm, :
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In the course of the latter discussiom he referred to his pleasure at
being able to meet with me not surrounded by German sples, stating that the
&ir in ~nkara was much better now that the Germans hud departed. I agreed,

Balabanoff inquired whether much good will and publicity woulfl result
from the revooation of the two laws, and I was emphatic in indféating that
this would make a dramutic story and impress our government of the true good
faith in the field of humsnitarienism by the Bulgarian Government, In faect,
T asserted thut nothing short of the abrogation of these two laws would satisfy
us, as they were linked in our minds to the "infamous Nirenburg laws snd that
"1t wus up to the Bulgarian Goverament with one stroke at-this time to dis-
agaociate itself with this black chapter in its history; otherwise it remains
as a diremt evidence of aussociution with the Buzis in one of their most hideous
convulsions,.

Balabanoff pesmed to get the point and'replied that if it were within his
power he would revoke the laws forthwith, but thut he could only send a mnessage
as strong as my representation to his govermnment, which he would do this night,

I read to Bulabanoff a memorandum sent to me from Istanbul referring to the
puragraphs below: - ’

"In an address to an economic conferencé in Burgas, Hristo Vasilev, Minister
of Commerce, declared thut the elimination of the Jews from the economic life
of the country wus to a large extent responsible for the 'catustrophic' position
of Bulgarian economy. This statement got by the censors and was printed in a
Burges paper read by sub-source.

"Sub=-gource states, neverthelsss, that the economic situation of the Jews
is as bad a8 it hus ever been. Food rations, in some instances, are lower than
for the gypsles. The newly appointed chief of the Jewish Commissariat, said to
be Bogomil Frotioch, is alleged by sub-soures und other Jews who have hud dealings
with him to be much more strongly anti-Semitic thun Stomanyakov, the retiring
chief," - . S oo S

Balabanoff asserted thut he only knew Vasilev slightly, since he was & new
Hinister of Commerse, Here I emphasized the desirability in our vidw of Pe- -
habilitating Bulgaria's own citizens to build the new Bulguria rather tham to
transplant them with all the sttendant discomfort, expense; ete. to & strange
lend. I -stated that reports-indicated that there was plenty -of fool-im . -.= -
Bulgaria, and thet if it was a matter of financikl aid I was of the opinion that
some arrangement might be made through the International ‘Red Cross. to provider
funds for the pauperized Bulgarian citizeniry who happened to be Jews,: ‘Here I
referred to the name—of Gunev, Director.of the Bulgarian national bank, ‘who . -
is anti-Nazi und anti-Faseist, and who, according to Dr. Black's informetion,
would probably be freely disposed toward sesisting in finding looal currency
in Bulgarla, should it be necegsary to secure Bulgarian levas to be made avail-
dble to the Jewish people for the purchase.of Tood. This seemadrto;inpe;estg;
Balabanoff, : . S R S




Bulabanoff then reforred again to the fine impression that wus made
on the Bulgarian Government and people as & result of the abgence of bombing -
slnce March 20, He asked if I would be willing to make a bargain to continue
the policy of this "happy omission" if the two laws weye revokeds 7To this
I replied that I was not in a position to discuss military questions, but that
I had noted in a previous telegrum %o vashington to the effect thut the absence
of bambing had desply impressed the Bulgurian population, . ’ -

In questioning Balabanoff again on the reasons for his government's avpre-
hension to wiping out the two odious anti-Jewish laws without deluy, Balabanoff
replied that there wus justificution, especially in the lust weoks, for lack
of fear at this time since there was only one German livision now ocoupying . .
Bulgaria, and that the relations with Russia had vastly improved in the last days,

Balabanoff requested information regarding the mature of the good will
which Bulgariu might build up through compliance with the steps I requested,
egpeciully with regurd to the postwar period. He was desirous of knoving how
long the United otates Govermment would have a hand in curopemn and Balken
affairs after the war, I stuted that I was in no position to know or discuss
this, but it wes my impression that the government would be deeply concerned with

- the development of democracies and would continue to be interested in the pro-
tection of minorities. %The latter seemedto interest him, -

48 the daylight was wening and Balubanoff wus jumping from opne subject to
another, I had the impression thut a strong representation made by me through
wimond in a letter would be more logical and have more concentrated effect.

I suggested that with hir, ®elley's permission I might address a letter to Simond
covering the points made ubove, and others., Balabanoff suid he would be pleased
to receive sueh a communication through Simond, :

Balabunoff intends to remain in ankara for the present, He promised to

communicate the replies to his telegrams on the above subjects through Simond
lmmediately upon hearing from Sofia. : T :

CI. Ae Hﬁ,rs’chmam'if' '
Bpecial sttache

TaHIVE -
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.
Yemorandum to kr. Helley:

oubject: Conversution with Cretziunu, Rumanian
binister to Turkey

Place: Home of Uilbert oimond
42 Necuti Hey Cuddest, Yenigehir,

Time; 11:00 aema

Uretziunu introduced the conversutions by reading to me whut were
purported to be the contents of a telegrum received today by hinm from Istanbul
in reply to his urgent request of his government to (a) fecilitute the move-
ment of the three lurkish ahips now in Constanza; (b) to grant transit visas
for all refugees srriving From Hungary to humaniu, e aepologised for the
inoonolusiveness of his telogrum, steting thut it hud been somewhat garbled
in decoding, and that he was asking for it to be repeated.

The contents were, in effect, that (a) the departure of the Turkish ships
had .been delayed by the Turkish Government for technical reasons; (b) thut the
lumanian Government would agree to grant transit visss for Humania %o the
hungurian refugees rroviding the Turks will grant tremsit visas for entry into
Turkey. hegurding {a) I informed him of the arrival of the three Turkish
ships in Istenbul watoers today and thanked him for his government 's cooperation.
In conmection with (b) I reud to him some of the contents of the #Har Kefugee
Hosrd's telegram No. 88 und purt of the reference of 827 of July 11 reloting
to the Rumanian Prime kinister's broadeast connected with the intended permis-
sion for refugees to enter Rumania., I read to kim alac Burlsg' transmission
of Lissu's telegrum unnouncing the Rumanian Government 's agreement in principle
to permit Hungurizns to enter Rumania, :

I thereupon emphaticully urged upon Cretzianu to impress upon his govern-
mont the essential importence ut this time of permi tting the lungarian refugees
to snter Humsnia in spite of “"teohnicsl wulls" which could be constructed, - :
I informed him of the pressures from numerous govermments and the. Catholic.
Church which hud succeeded in breaking the will of the Hungarian Goverament
. under the Nazi yoke to permit the emancipation of Hungarian Jews,. I referred
. specifically to the owedes' agrcemont to accept all Hungarian ¢hildren under
‘the age of 10. ' : : } :

I called Cretziunu's attention to the good will which his goverument k?d c
built up in smerica, beginning with the abolition of the ZTransnistriuen csmpy, -
and that eny bruke on this policy now with relutlon to lungarian Jews, especiully
with the eyes of the c¢ivilized world upon Humenia, would serve to discredit “bhe
lattor’s former tendency in @ humanitarien direction and oreate d backlog of -
111 will, . 0 R
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Cretziumn stated thut he personally agreed wholeheartedly with-the need
for this move but that his goverament, nov handicapped by serious bombing,
would find it aifficult to absorb a large foreign population and to supply
tho necessary transit facilities, food, elothing and housing. To this I replied-
thet the International Hed (ross would be, in my opinion, empowored to supply
this need for the refugees enjoying temporary haven in Humenia, without delay.

Cretzianu reasserted the fact thut his government hed agreed in prineiple
to grant trensit visas for the Jews arriving from Hungary, snd. thut the second
step regarding havens must be strongly urged by him, which he sgreed to do by
velegram today. Le indicated the pheasure of his government to interpret the
appurent desive of the United States Goversment to remove the oppressed
liungarian citizens into Rumania a8 & temporary haven, us recognition on the part
of our government thut Humania, in contrast to Hungary, now congbtituted a safe
country for persecuted peoples, To this I replied that the results in Rumania
related to the wbove would speak for thamselves. : :

4 - of replies irom suchures
¢retziunu, whe is leaving today for Istanbul, agresd to notify me/through
" the Intercross representative, either in Isteanbul or -nkara, depending upon
the duration of his visit to Istanbul. I had the further impression that he
was making 411 possible efforts to us8ist in the rescue program in &nd through
Kumania, and wuas strongly urging his government to take steps in thut direction.

I. & Wrschmenn - -
Special sttache
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kemorandum to MNr. Kelleyx ' Hé" V

Subject: Conversution with Cretzienu, Rumanian
binister to Turkey

Place: Home of Gilbert Simond _
42 Necuti Bey Cuddesi, Yenigehir,

Time: 11:00 a.nm.

Cretzianu introduced the conversations by reading to me whut were
purported to be the contents of a telegram received today by bim from Istanbul
in reply to his urgent request of his government to (&) facilitate the move-
ment of the three Turkish ships now in Constanza; (b) to grent transit visas
for all refugees urriving from lungary to hKumania, Hs apologised for the
inconclusiveness of his telogrum, stating that it had been somewhat garbled
in decoding, and that he was asking for it to be repeated.

The contents were, in offect, that {a) the departure of the Turkish ships
had been delayed by the Turkish Government for technical reasons; (b) that the
Rumanian Government would &gree to grant trunsit visas for Rumenia to the
Hungurian refugees providing the Turks will grunt trensit vigas for entry into
Turkey, FKegurding (a) I informed him of the arrival of the three Turkish
ships in lstanbul waters todsy and thenked him for his govermment's cocperation.
In connsction with (b) I read to him some of the contents of the #War Refugee
Bosrd's telegram No. 88 and purt of the reference of 627 of July 11 relating
to the Rumunian Prime Minister's broadeast connected with the intended permia-
aion for refugees,to enter Rumania., I read to him also Barlas' transmission
of Lissu's telegrum announocing the Rumanian Government 's agreement in principle
to permit Hungerizns to emter Rumunia,

I thsreupon emphaticslly urged upon. Uretzienu to impress upon his govern-
ment the essentiul importance ut this time of Dermitting the Hungarian refugees
to enter Humupia in spite of "technicsl walls™ which ocould be constructed, .

I informed him of the pressures from numerous governments and the Catholic
Church which hud succeeded in breaking the will of the Hungarian Government )
unde? the Nazi yoke to permit the emancipation of Hungsrian Jews. I referrsd
specifically to the owedes' ugreement to ageept all Hungarian ehildren under = )
the age of 10. . ’ o D c

I culled Cretziunu's attention to the good will which his governoment had’ - : -
built up in smerica, beginning with the sbolition of ther’l’ransnistrira;n camp, , e
and that any bruke on this poliey now with relation“to ‘Hupgarian Jews, especially -
with the eyes of ths eivilized world upen Rumania,-would: serve to Glscredit the
latter's former tendency in a humsnitaerian dirsction and create a backlog of .

111 will,
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Cretzisma stuted thut he personally sgreed wholeheartedly with the need
for this move but thut his government, now handiocupped by sorious bombing,
would find 1t difficult to absorb a large foreign populution and to supply
the necessury trunsit faeilities, food, elothing a«nd housing, To this I replied
that the International Red Cross would be, in my opinion, empowered to aupply
this need for the refugees enjoying temporury haven in Humania, without delay.

L

Cretzianu reasserted thoe fact thut his government had agreed in prineiple
to grant traneit vises for the Jews arriving from Hungary, and thut the second
astep regurding havens must be strongly urged by him, which he agreed to do by
telegram toduy. Le indicated the preasure of his government to interpret the
apparent desire of the United States Govermment to remove the oppresged
hungurisn eitizens into Rumeaniu ss o temporury haven, us recognition on the part
of our government thut Kumania, in contrast to Hungary, now constituted s safe
country for persecuted peoples. To this I replied that the results in Humania
related to the ubove would speak for themselves. '

Cretziunu, who 16 leaving today for Istanbul, agreed to notify me t hrough
the Interoross representutive, either in Istanbul or -aokara, depending upon
the duration of his visit to Istanbulse. I had the further impression that he
was making all possible efforts to ua;i}e\{&:\ze resoue program in and through
Rumunia, and was strongly urging his govern L 0 take stepe in thut direction,.

N
st RepirEs fROW BUCHAREST,

I. &, Birschmann
Speeial sttuche
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THE FOREIGN SERVICE
OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

AMERICAN EMBASSY

Ankara, July 25, 1944

Dear John:

The attached mekmorandum concerned with my interview with
Monsieur Balabanoff about which I ‘telegraphed you today, 1s one
which I believe you may wish to have in complete detail for
your information and files. By the time you receive this I
trust that the suggested action referred to will have been taken
and w#ill have resulted in the rescue of many more refugees,

I am attaching also a memorandum of my conversation today
with Mr. Mikhellov, First Secretary of the Bussian'ﬁnbassy in
Ankara, relating to the political situation connected with
refugee rescus operations.

With good wishes,

Encls.

Mr. J. W. Pehle

Executive Director

War Refugee Board

Treasury Building o oL
Washington, D. C. ’ PR R




July 25, 1944
Memorandum for Mr. Kelley:

Subjects: Conversa Monsleur Balabanoff,

Bulgarian Minister to Turkey
Thanks to your assistance with Monsieur Simond of the International Red Cross,

an interview was arranged yesterday between Messieurs ﬁalabanoff, Simond and myself
at 5300 P.M. at the home of M. Simond. The interview lasted about an hour and twenty
mwinutes., M. Balabanoff entered the room in a buoyant mood. He imediately pro-
claimed that he had good news. He asserted that in his previous conversaﬁ.ons with
me in Merch and April he could not offer me any encouragement .because of the policy
of the old regime of the Bulgarian Government. The new regime, he avers, is liberal
in tendenoy; headed by Bagryanov who is an agriculturalist interested in the people.
(He mentioned that there had been ac;me difficulty in selecting a Prime Iﬁ.x;ister
-and & Cabinet.) This regime, he said, is definitely cheanging its policy regarding
the treatment of the minorities and the Jews in the following respects: .
(1) The status of the Jews will be returned.te them as before the war. For
the present there will be "no peisecutions, no abuses; the treétment Vwill be mild;®
() Facilities are being granted to permit therJéws tév leave the coimtri,
and all unnecessery . formalities in securing the visa's:vare lbein'g eliiminat,ed; e ‘
(3), The heads of the Jewish commnity have been éal;ea in oy ﬁégfyénoy end gs B
Draganoff, and the annoxmcément of the new policy t&.)'war,ds ~the -'Jewst wasmade to fheif .
latter's satisfaction. - ” 7 SR S |
Balebanoff revealed that the absence of’tne—bomb/ing”af; ,séfiij'arirxruﬁ ‘the last i@th
had mde & deep 1mre§sion oﬁ the new regime :and had someindireotcon;xeciionwith '
the above stated polioy. . i |

I reminded Balabanoff of the two severe énti-Jewich lews which Treduce the Jows

to economic pariehs and requested informtion regardmgtherepealofthem - '
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‘Balebanoff asserted that these laws would be eliminated in a short time, but that
the cimnge of policy would have to be graduel in order not to "fly in the face of
the Germens.® 7

I then requested of Balebanoff his interpretation of these new laws as related
to both transportetion of refugees by boat, ship and rail. Balabanoff stated thet
all instructlons would be given for boats, preferably from Burgas, to depart for
Istanbul without delsy, aend that my request for 400 tb 500 refugees & week to be
peroitted to depert by rail would be granted, provided of course that the Turklsh
visas were available, I mentioned that I had been informed of the technical
difficulties and delays involved in securing the necessary certificates to permit
departure from Bulgarie, to which Balabanoff réplied that the strictures regarding
these were being withdrawn. I inquired whether it would be lesé onerous to secure
such certificates for children. Here he asked for a definition of a "ochild®, '
stating that the word had been &fined as "up to 18." We agreed that & child would
be éonsidered for these purposes as under 15. -

On the subject of the §,8,Teri Balabanoff was definite in stating that he had
requested of his government the permission for this ship to sa.il from Burgas to .
Istenbul and that he had secured consent, but suggested that it would be,better

strategy to have the request mede by the Ankara representative of the Intarnational
Red Cross to the Sofie representative of the same organization, to which Simond
assented. ‘ SRR St

Balabenoff was at pains to emphasize thé'{—attimde bi‘ the ';ie;zregi’mf ds taking .
& coumplete reversal of position in the mtter of minorities and Jewa. I requested

that he hand to Simond a statement of this pos:.uon of the present Bulgarian regime

= ’ . . .
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for me to transmit to Vashington, to which he agreed, stating Vthat it would be
in Simond's hands by Tuesdey, July 25 at 1300 P.M, At ny suggestion to give such -
a statement wide publicity to develop good will for the present Bulgarisn Govern-
pent in America Balabanoff requested that I wait until he had autnorization for
such public release from Sofia, for which he would make inquiry at once.
Here I promised that action of amy sppreclable and especially drametic nature 7
resulting from the new poliéy of the government on the refugee question would be
given M@ publicity in Americe, which seemed to interest Balabenoff exceedingly.
Mr. Balabanoff questioned me on the attitude of the American people regai‘ding
the new government, to which I replied that I could not speak for the Americen
people or the government on this question except releting to the refugee question,
and that only the results of action of the Bulgarien Government could bring any
required good will in the next cruciel months. In this comneection I inguired of
Belsbanoff the nature of the relationship of his government to the Nazi regime.
Balabanoff replied that the effort of the government was to gradually "ge'l;, out fromr
_under® and that there was definitely a closer affinity with the Soviet Government,
which they do not regard without fear. )
I referred parenthetically to the Bulgarian intereat. in tobacco mrkets,
stating that it might be possible %o encourage. the reintroduction of those Bulga.rie.n
nmarkets for 4dmerican business after the war, which subject seemed to 1nterest '
Balsbanoff. Lt Tl e e T
The total impression gained in the :lnterview cen be sumd up as an apparent‘ » : ‘
effort on the pert of the new Bulgarian regime to gradually about—face and to - : Lo ‘ ’

tring their J‘ewiah subjects step for step back to their former st.atus, prcvided
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that it does not interfere with Bulgaria's present tenuous position with the

Nazis, and to achieve for itself under the quickest and best possible cirocum-
stances good will in the United States.




July 25, 1944

Following the atteched interview with the Bulgarien Minister, I arranged
for conversetions with Mr. Serguel Mikhallov, First Secretary of the Soviet
Enbassy in Ankara, Mkhallov was informed@ by me of the steps taken in my coaver-
sations with the Rumenisn and Bulgarian Ministers. The Soviets concurred in the
desirability of these discussions but warned me that too mmch could not ‘be
expected in terms of practical results, especially from the Bulgariens. ,In
the instance of the Rumaniens he steated "these people are fools for not baving
accepted our terms for peace. The terms were even milder than those offered
to the Finns,® '

In response to my inquiry regarding the "color! and status of the Bagryenov
Government, Mikhallov replied that 1t was assentially under Germen domlnation,
although there were remote reasons to belleve thut efforts were being made by the
‘regime to gradvslly pull away from the Nazi yoke. It would seem that the Russlens
mintsin little respect or intimate connecition with this Bulgerian Government a.nd
not very much faith in its espousals in the direction of & liberal pblicy.
Mikhailov was not unaware of the Bulgarié»ne' desire ‘to covet good will in the
United States, He asserted that it was the Soviet's iméressioﬂ:r}:;héi ‘the. Germens,
as a dolibera.‘te policy, were permitting ';.he Bulgariens to display 'a: face of
alleged liberalism in oi'der to use Bulgarie as a pivotffor :l.t.séii’ 1n the vmlkans," g

especially aince Bulgarie retained its neutral status with the Russiens,

NOTE: Ve should not, in my opinion, confer any premtnréﬁed‘al‘a—or-amnge any - '  f ) :

publicity of a good will nature towards the Bulgariens until they have demonstrated e
with specific results their intentlons to cesse the abuses of the Jews and - T
minoritles and sctively assist in the evacustion of them by ship and rail.




THE FOREIGN SERVICE
OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

AMERICAN EMBASSY =~

Ankera, July 24, 1944

Dear Johnt

In our efforts to break the deadlock in the interior situstion
in Rumsnla concernad wlth the release of vessels containing
waiting refugees, I deem it desireble at this point to send to you
through the pouch the enclosed memorandum covering my conversation
of July 21st with Alexandre Cretzianu,”Rumanian‘Minister to Turkey.
The major points connected with the memorandum will have been
received by you through telegram from me, but the situation is so
involved and subject to Yremote control” that I wanted you to have a
play-by-play report on it. By the time this reaches you it may be
atale (I hope). You msy be assured that Katzki and I are pushing
with all viger and resource to break thls bottleneck.

Moy I seize upon this ocossion in writing to you to tell you of
my satisfaction with the wark of Mr., Katzki, and also of the two
gtenographers who have recently arrived. Mr. Katzkl is an able and
loyel mssoclate who is giving devoted service,

Cordially ypurs,

Mr. J. W. Pehle

Executive Director ﬁ/m NS Be /»7 D
War Refugee Board : T AR

Treasury Department
Washington, D. C.




Istanbul
July 22, 1944
f conversation held at 7:00 P.M,, J 21

8 glan J 1

At my request Monsieur Simond’/of the International’Red Cross arranged a
rendezvous between Alexandre Cretsianu, Minister from Rumania to Turkey,
Wr. Jaquinet and myself at the apartment of Simond's sesistant, M, Beratta, 7
32 abdul Hakhamld Caddesi, Talimhane, Taksim, Kuouk Palas, at 7:00 P.M., July 21.
Oretalanu had not been informed that I would be present and seemed somewhat
®deshabille.® He seemed nevertheless pleased to ses me and was Intensely
interested in the representations and requests made by me conneoted exolusivaly
with the refugee situation vis-a-vis Rumania. I first thanked him for the
aopy of the statement issued by Mahai Antonasou of the Interministerial Comsittee
which Antonesou had set up for dea.ling with the transportation of Jewish
refugees, telegraphed to you in my No. 132i of July 20. OCr. asgerted that this
was the first time that the aforessid resolution had besn divulged to anyone
outside of his government. I informed him that I had sent-a translation to
Washingbon.

I then referred to the abgence of any referanca in tha above menorandun
of the enigmetic Mr. Zissu. Cr. stated that he had mde a speoifio point of
reguesting informetion about Zissu and wag ‘also a:l.nilarly aurprised. I t,han
requested Cr. to determine if possible for us the status. of Ziasu in his ra]at.ion-
ship to the Rumanian Government and the planned novement cf refugees fron .
Constanza, I informed Cr. of the successful - arrival of the S, 8. Eazbek in
Istanbul, ‘ths unexplained delay in the release of th.a th.roe ‘l‘m'ld.sh ships now
in the port of Gonstansa., and the information which I had been given concerning
Zisau's allagationa that the Rumanian Government had :I.ndiea.ted its preforenos
to gend Rma.ni.an ehips with refugeea. Cr. nade 'hs.t appeared to be copious notes
ofmy convarsation and - prom.sed to send a- nessage to- Buoharest to aecure furt.har

advice for ms on ’ahe above
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I then informed dr. of the recent reports that the Hupgarian Gow}emmnt
'had determined to permit ;Tewish refugees to depart from Hungary provided that
they had -certificates permitting them to ehter Rumenie and Palestine, I re-
ferred parenthetically to some trivial t]llegal movement of refugees acrose the )
Hungarian border into Rumenia which Rumanians seemed to be aware of, and urged
of him that he request his government withoni; delay to isaue thousands of
transit visas for Hungarian Jews to move into and through Rumania to be embarked
at Constanza for Istaubul, OCr. was unaware of the news regarding Hungary and
asserted that it was his impression that his government, ﬁght demy at the sugges-
 tion if it would mean thet the Hungarian Jews would remain for any length of
time in Rumania. I emphasized that the ship movement from Constanza was obviously
one which the Rumanian Government was now encouraging and facilitating which
would in effect guarantee that no congestion of Hungarian Jews remaining in
Rumania would result, At the conclusion of the discussion on this point Cr,
assured me with bointed emphasis that he would "warmly and strongly recommend it
by telegram tonight.,* I promised Cr. that such a move would be received in
Waghington with enthusiasm and would be widely p\iblicized in Amér:l.ca a8 an earnest of
good ~will on the part of the present Rumnian Government :I.n ter-e of 1te :
humenitarian interest, R S ‘
On the aubjeot.' of the engagement of shipa toleaveConstanza, 'Greﬁzﬁnu :
and I discussed the alleged requsst emnating from Rxmm:l.a. that the sh:l.pa de-'
parting from Consta.nza be of Rumanian reg:l.stry Iindicated t.hat a report'. had
mched me that there might be an :Lnterest on the part of sons Rumnj.an '
political figures to embark on these vessels wit.h the rofugees. Gr. a.sserted i :
that he wes not wnaware of this possibility and: u. s not without possib]a B Hie '
fowndation that some political figures tn Russnia would &% this time prefer to <
leave tha country.. m this po:l.nt he was rather 'nhzmant and iudiractly discloaed L - ' - """“’W

.to me for tha ﬁrat t:l.mo his identity w:l.th the so-cal‘l.ed liberal raotj.on 1n

Runnian politios. He stated that there were two categories of Rxmnian




politicians, (1) those who would like to *"abandon the sinking ship now?, and
(2) those who would remain to *'fight it out." He asserted that he had no syupathy
with the first category and he could see serious involvments ocouring with
refuges vessels that would include members of suoh a group in that’ they would
not have Turkish visas and would not be permitted to enter the country, I
retorted that this was a matter in which I coul«i not be eapeoiaily interested;
that 1t was outside my province and our government's interest, but I hoped that
no action would be taken by theso politicians which would interfere with the
“successful exbarcation of the vegsels. I atated also that, in ‘the event that
monbers of the second category of so-called liberal Rumnia.ns reguested to coms
to Istanbul for political reasons which might be of value to a "new government®,
they would be assisted by me with the Turkish officials in rsécur,ing visas, in
the event that Or. requested it of me. This, I asserted, I would atbempt;ﬁth
the advice and agreement of Mr. Kelley in Ambassador Steinhardt's absence, as a
sourtesy to Or. for his cooperation in refugee intters. Cr. made detailed notes
of these points.

I then imparted to Cr. some of the contents of the telegran No. 641, July 17,
WRB cable No. 82, in which llinister Johnson had advised the WRB. of the efforts
ofr. Aurel Theodoru to. arra.nge negotiations for the pﬁrcbase of the ce].ebrated
Rumanian vessels, the 8 S transzlmg and . the S,S. Bessarabia, Cr. rea.ffirnad
the desire of his government to sell the boats for the pm'pose of tr-ansporting
refugees, with a view to repurchasing them after the war.r T indica‘bed to Gr. S
that the door would not be closed on this quastion provided that., as a condition 777
ofsale; safe: conduct by &11 goveraments would be ineluded. Here Or. insist.sd V
© that it was his. Judgment that the difficulty of securing safe conduct would be on- i
the part- ef the Russ:.ana and not the Germns. The natter was left with nv
--statement that I would explore tha' subjeot in Ankarq with ths Ruseia.n Enbassy. L ‘
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The subject again turned to Mr. Zissu, and Cr. volunteersd the following
interpretationt It 1 possible, he averred, that Zissu had some finanoial
stake indirectly comnected with the charter of Rumanian boats. He (Cr.) was
algo of the opinion that the ebsence of reference to Zissu in the Antonescu
memorandum was significant, and that he would secure for me specific ini‘ormtirop,
from his government regarding the ausplces of Mr. Zissu end other Jewish
representatives connected with refugee movement. I._' informed Cr. that we .enter-
tained & high regard foi' Mr, Fildermsnn by virtue of his reliable aﬁd devoted
ef®rts in the field of hunen welfare.

Cr, left with the statement that he would commmnicate with me through the

International Red Cross immediately upon receipt of informetion from Bucharest

in response to inquiries end representations related to the above.
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THE FOREIGN SERVICE
OF THE i
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA JUL 23 RECD. . a

AMERICAN EMBASSY

Ankara, Julv 22, 1944

———

Dear Ira:-

Mr. Simond has just informer me that your
appointment wity iir. B. is fixed for Monday
afternoon at five o'elock. 1T told him that you
would ~et In touch witn him sometime before that
hour, after your. arrival from Istanbul.

SiﬁoereW Ty

Robert F. neiley,

Charze d'Afiaires ad interim.

Ira A, n{lrschmann, _.squlre, : . ' ) ' B
Care of MAmerican Consulate General ) : '
Istanbul, _Lurkey

. “DECLASSIFIED:
~ Btate Dept. Letter, 1: 11 72
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SUBJECT:

THE HONORABLE
THE SECRETARY OF STATE,

WASHINGTON.
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lranslation of 1etter to Jaguinet from Simond, July 19, 1944

.

iy dear Jaquinet, ) Wl

Just a note which you will receive through the American
Consulate. _

This is what it is ebout, and 1t is under the headling
of strictly confidential:

Mr. Hirschmann, delegate of the War Refugee Board of
New York, would like to meet agein with H, B, Monsieur
Cretzianu, Minister of Kumania, These gentlemen have already
met several times, in my presence, among other times once in
the apartment of Beretta in Istanbul.

I would be very much obliged to you if you would-be so
kind, upon receiving this note, to make contact, on the one
hand with My, Hirschmann at the Park Hotel, and on the other
hand with H, &, Monsieur Cretzianu, who lives at Suadiye,
telephone 227. These gentlemen have been informed as to your
personality, so asrto place you. It would be preferable if
you made contact first with Mp. Hirschmann at the Park Hotel,

and that with the greatest prudence. #gpecially, no conver-

sation over the telenhone on this subject,

When, on the other hand, you telephone to H, b the
Minister, would you be so kind as to tell him that you were
charged by me to transmit a message to him, and that Jon this
account, you would appreciate it if he: came to Istanbul. 7
Arrange for an exact rendezvous, 80 as not to miss each other,
since you.do not know each other.. 7 L .

» As foy the rendezvous, I 1magine that it w111 take place .
in Beretta's -epartment. N, Hirschmann may arrive first, orrr: 7
else you: yourself with H B, MonSieur Gretzianu.' As 1 told

: you,: both of" them‘know the place of the- rendezvous.r:r;'

I have confidence that you will conduct this affalr
under conditions of extreme pux ‘pru dence, and thank you

heartily in advance.,r e :

L donfirm my arrival 1n Istanbul on

the 26th
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To Jequinet from Simond -2~

. Kttached herewith is the "Transportbewilliguné No. 2745 T
relative to the shipment of supplies for France. ¥ould you
bs so kind as to convey this authorizetion for transnort as
quickly as possible to Mr. Thommen. 4 thousand thiénks in
adveance.,

Very cordially yours, setc., etec.
(signed) Gilbert =, Simond
Lelegate of the International ified
Cross in Turkey
P. 3, I would be grateful if you would burn this letter
as soon as read, and not make any copies for ybur files.
Yours ete., '

(signed) Gilbert >imond




THE FOREIGN SERVICE
OF THE i o
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA : e

AMERICAN EMBASSY
Ankara, July 16, 194kL.

Dear Ira:

I was informed by Simond of the International /
Red Cross yesterday that Mr. B. is expected in Ankara
toward the end of this week (commencing the 16th).
Simond said he would let me know promptly when Mr, B.
arrives. I shall of course relay such information

to you.

Rt v |

= e
7

Sincerely yoursj ' / :

i

o .

Ira A, Hirschmann, Esquire,
-, ‘Special Representative,
“War Refugee Board;
“. - Istanbul,




Mr, Ira Hirsohmanm,
Special Representative,
War Refuzes Doard,
Washingten, D. O,

Dear Nr, Hircchuannt

Referonce is made to your memorsndum of Hey 23 with regerd 4o
the situation of the Jewish population inm lugah.

Thie will confirm your understending that sll the inforzation
you have given ms on this subjest has Yeen conveyed Ly me personally
to the varicus officials of this Government nentioned in your memorandum,
_ and that this information has deem duly moted, I should like $o add that
thig Governuent continues to have a desp concern in the situation of Jews
in Rumania and conseguently will observe with intercet any further steps
- which way be taken to protect these people,

Very truly yours,

7. W. Pehle, -
“Exesutive Birecton

8

BB - 5f2l/W




Hay 23, 19hY
Hr, Pehle

Mr, Birgchngnn

O Apr1) 23, 1944, I nangea you a mor:ndu vith regard to
Alexandre Orot{lm. Runanian Hinister 8o Ankara, and hig cooperative
attitude towards the worx of the Har Refugee Board in Torkey, I glg0
handed yon o conmnication dated aneh‘ls, 1944, safd %o be from liche}
Antonesmu, stating the Position of the Bumanian overnnent with regara
%o $he Jewish popwlation 1n Rumants,

1 now understana from our conversationy that you have oeniam to
Hr. dolph Berle, Assistans Seoretary of State, and 4o other titersateq
offiectals of the Bovernnent, my memorantus of 4pril 21 and the subatance
of my Veonvernuous Fegarding the friemdly ;nultuae’mlfe-t_erd,ﬁ,ﬁorﬁm :
! vhsh also to thank you sor bringing this tnforantion so ,e‘iu'g'{guu&f -
of the three uembers of the Wer Befugen Boar;i,r'gaij:g:‘-ﬁ@iagiy tour

Bay, Seoretary of State,




‘EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT ) . )
W AR REFUGEE BOARD ' Q\&‘F -

INTER-OFFICE COMMUNICATION
DATE April 21, 1944
T0 Mr, Pehle

FROM {r. Hirschmann

I refer to my verbal report t6 you in confirmation of
my telegrans relating to my conversations with Alexandre Cretziam,
Rumanian Minister to Anlcara, Oretzianu manifosted g frank and
friendly interest in the efforts of the War Refugee Board to help
extricate rofugees from the Rumanian and German yoke. He arranged to
have Antonescu take concrete action, which I have specifically reported,
and vhich has been confirmed by refugzees coming out of Rumania,
Mr, Kold, the Rumanian Representative of the International Red Cross
and the Office of Strategic Services,

Cretzianuls father, I understand, was the formeér Minigter
of the Rumanian Government in Washington, Alexandre Cretzianu, I am
informed, has ambitions to follow in the footsteps of his father, In.
my conversations with him I implied that I would indicate the degree
of his cooperation in helping us dbreak the strangle—hold_on the refugees
in Rumenia, My impression of Croetzianu is that he is forward-looking -

and sympathetic with the aimg of democratic governments, ' . e







MR, FRIEDMAN: u/21/uk

.For your information and files.
I should like to .see a translation of
the document in French. Please make
no further covies of any documents
relating to Hirschmann's discussions
with the Rumanian and Bulgarian
representatives. : :

JWPehle
0o o o Tramelalionw

e .-
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COMMUNICATION DATFD MARCH 15, 1944

(1) On March 13, 1944, the Rumanian Government decided to trans-
port the Jews in Transnistria to Bumanian territory (in Bessarabia and Buch-
vina).

(2) The Rumanian Government is prepared to give all cooperation
in aiding the emigration of the Jews.,

(3) The Rumanian Prime Minister ad interim, Michel Antonesco, de-
sires to make the fact known, moreover, that he has always favored the opinion
that the emlgration of the Jews should be facilitated, :

Furthermore, in 1940, in his capacity of Minister of Justice, he
categorically disavowe 4 the outrages to which the Jews were subJected both

in respect to their persons and their property, and he ordered the arrest of
the gullty parties,

In March, 1941, on the day immediately following the rebellion, at
a moment when the internal political situstion in Rumania was s8till troubled,
Michel Antonesco took the oceasion to declere to the special envoys of the
German Goverument that:

(a) The Rumanian Government is opposed to violence amd
measures of coerclon and does not recognize crime as a legal
institution and method;

(b) The Rumanian Government will approve only measures
economic in nature which in the commercial field will have to
be applied very slowly, ) Lo

Subsequently, representations to the same effect were made withfhé liuxﬁania‘nr

Chamber of Commeree, Up to this day, no Jewlsh property which was expropri-
ated in 1940-1941 has been placed on sale, .

The same view was later maintained before the German Government
at the time that that Government, through the intermediary of the Minister-: .
ial Counselors, von Ritgenk, Richter, and Hoffmen, and the Minigter of State,
Pfleumer, demanded that Rumania abandon control over the Jews completely to-
Germeny, inasmich as Germany desired that the Jewish question be. solved on:
an international basis, The Humanian Government refused to accede to this: :
demand, : . : AR - ;




The Emi-~
gration
question
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The Rumanian Government has authorized emigration every time that
application was made for a positive departure, In 1941, departures of Jows
were orgenized by certain persons of Jewish origin who unfortunately took
edventage of the situation to exploit their co-religioniets. The "Strumal
affair is well known, painful, but true,

In 1942, when the British Government requested of the Rumanisn
Government, through the intermediary of the Swiss Minister in Bucharest,

- whether the Rumanian Government would agree to authorize the devarture of

the Jews, the latter government replied in the affirmative,

During the summer of 1943, when the Rumanian Government received
a note concerning the same question, which originated from the British Govern-
ment, the Rumanian Government replied similarly in writing that it did and
will always favor the idea of emigration, but that these undertakings will
have to be organized qulckly in large groups and with all the earnestness
implied in such business,

A similar reply was glven to the representatives of the Interna—
tional Red Cross,

During the fall of 1943, the Zionist Gongress, vhich met in Rio
de Janeliro, addressed & personal telegram to Michel Antonssco requesting
authorization for the departure of the Jews, The Rumanian Prime Minister
replied that he was fully in accord and that the Rumenian Govérnment de~
sired to ald particularly the Jews who had been tranaferred to Tranenistria.

Recently, persons of Jewish origin who were sui’ficiently 111-
advised to make use of Communigt agents in order to organize departures
were liberated as a result of the intervention of:the International Red
Cross Delegate, This:was done for the sole purpose of demonstre.ting that -
the Ihmanian Government is. not opnosed. to the emigra.tion movemen‘b

The German Minister of I‘oreign A:ffairs, von Ribbentrop, having
1earned. of the Rumanian Governinent's approval of the emigration movement
and of the exchange of notes on this subject with the British Government
sent a note to Marshal Antonesco stating that Germany had rejected simila.r
requests because of her desire not to diepleaee the -Arabs. - The German - -
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Government counseled the Rumanien Government to do likewise, In his reply
to the German Minister at Bucharest, Michel Antonesco stated that the
Rumanian Government does not slaughter the Jews, that 1t does not intend
to solve the problem by annihilating the Jews, that it favors the idea

of emigration, and lastly that the Rumenian Government asked von Ribhen-
trop to have at least the same regerd for Rumanian sensibilities as he
had for those of the Arabs,

Unfortunately, the lack of organization regarding the departure of
Jews for Palestine continues, The Jews of Rumania plead a lack of monsy and
ships, Insofar as Rumanis is concerned, she went so far as to open negotia-
tlons with the Turkish Government (as early as the spring of 1943) with a
view to studying the possibilities of meking use of the Rumanian ships
"Transilvania® and "Besarablia', which were anchored in Istanbul under &
neutral flag, on condition that the immnity and the title of these Rumanian
ships be guaranteed,

The Rumanian Government desires to point out once again that it
is completely convinced of the desirability of the departure of the Jows
for Palestine and it will do everything in its power to aid those wishing
to leave, , .

Jews who became established in Ruménia. before 1919 know that those:
vho have rendered services to the state are deemed. under the law o be
Rumanien; as for those who became established .in Rumania after this date,

only those expressing the desire to leave will do: 8oy unsetfled elements who
have arrived in the country during the past ‘8ix years wlll have tbrlveave.':

In conclusion, the Rumanian Government :dieﬂerpiy desires: to 'brgan'i"zle;‘
as quickly as possible the departure of the-Jews; -to this effact: _ =
(1) it authorizes the departure of the Jews - children
and edults, particularly those who un%il now have besn- 1n

Trensnistria, This statement is an undertaking;

€2) 1t 1s ready to reopen without delay discussions -
concerning the use for this purpose ‘of the motorships,
MTransilvania® and "Begarabia", on condition:of-certain .
' ‘guarantees, ST e

(Translation from the French)
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American i 458y, Ankara,
April 6, 1944,

v
MIMORARDUM TO TwF, AMBASSADOR

o : v
Mr, Simond arranged an appolntment with My, Balabanoff, Ministey .
from Bulgaria'to Turkey) for me at Simond'a hom

8, and below 1s the gist
of the discussion that ensued between uss .

¥r, ©. stated thet he had no direet word to his telogram und Jong
mamorandun to his goveriment resulting from our talk saveral weeks ago;
that “he had only word indirectly thut they were relaxing their attitude
toiards the minorities and especially the Jovis; he g

aid it should be
understood that he could not receiva any word with Se
from the bombardments,

He reforred to a eustle outai
which had boen styuck

and destroyed and sald that thi
mont was only strengthaning the resistance of the Bul

fia almost destroyed
do the militury zone
3 neadless bombard-
garian reople,

At the same time, he sald that they were permitting the Jews to
leave by both ship and train; that he himeelf had received s visit from
a Ur. Isage Mitrani, a Palestinian Jaw, who gave nim a list of 200
Bulgarian'refugess which he, Balabanoff, had transmitited to his govern-
ment with recommendstions to redse them,

i

He stated again that Christoff, one of tha leaders of his govern—
ment, had expresged himself in letters to him asgympathetic with the
Jewish refugees, He took pains to atiempt to Justify the outragaous
acts of his people in the persscution of the Jews stating that it was
done only by a minority who got out of control when the GQermans cane

in and that his country was now cornered,

I inferred that they had mede the daclsion about Gerﬁany,and that
all I asked wag thut his

government tske the opportunity now to.make &
friendly gesture by resisting a tendeney to persscute or annihilats
innocent victinms whe coul .

d not help them win or loss the war,
He apologized again for not having direot WQfd'frémrhis govern~’

ment and begged me to receive such a message vhen 1t would come any
day through imond in Weshington which 1 promised to do,

: ;-'A.,Hiradhmannrf 3

IAH/éb

e

e
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American mmbassg, Ankara,
April 6, 19yl, _

MEMORANDUM TO THE AMBASSADOR’

’

-

) v/
Upon returning to Ankara today, Mr. Simond transmitted

furtner data regarding his talk with Von Papen;, the German
Ambassador.,

, After importuning him regarding the SS Tary” and the
release of the Jews, V. P, is alleged to have said, "I
don't understand my government when it has the opportunity
to release these people and it fails to do so. They can be
a dangerous fifth column besides everything else." V, P,
is even worried about the children to be relessed asking if
Simond was certain that they would be properly taken care
of in Palestine. V..P. also said that he could not under-
stand why the requests for safe conduct in other instances
had not been forthcoming. He promised imnediately to send
a straight cable to Berlin to the effect that, "You must
let these people go. It is not a military question."

V. P, said that he had already sent a report to his
government protesting the German government's policy in
molesting the Jews in Hungary., "Why kill them", he said,
"It would be much wiser to put them in camps." Simond also
reported that V. P. indicated, but not in any vwords, -his lack
of sympathy with the Hitler government; that he had never
expected it to last so long; that as an aristocrat-and a
Catholic, he could not be in sympathy with it, and that
V. P. has indicated on a number of occasions his record:
that he is not anti-Semitic and that in epite of what- -
others say, he left many good friends in Washington among -
‘whom were some Jews, \ oo R '

At the end of the conference, V. P. said to Simond,

"You can trust me--the ship will go."  He made no . = :

restrictions whatever and did not resort to the usual - .-

reservation of promising subject to his government's = -
authorization, Simond-had,tne'impression2tnat;V; P, had . -
- heard about the War Refugee Board's work and that V. P, vas
Fooy aware of the United States Government's profound interest ..
in the subject. Simond sent a cable to Geneva covering the:
above situation. If he does not hear from Von-Papen within

- a week, he will go back to him.. : ) : ey

- Simond volunteered and'WQSVrétnér §mbha€1of1h;hisféfaté;fﬂrﬂ, N
ment that if and wnen_Irreturn;,itgwouldjba valuable thh&V?,J

a talk with Von Papen and him, e
' B "~ L. A. Hirschmann'
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; f h . Ameraun Embassy,'Ankara,
A fooslinde = /it /gy, AR 6, 150

MEMORANDIM TO THE AMBASSADOR

Upon returning to Ankara today, Mr. Simond transmitted further -
data regarding his talk with Von Papen, the German Ambessador.

After importuning him ragarding the 55 Tary and the releusse of
the Jews, V. P, is alleged to have said, "I dontt understand my
government when it has the orportunity to release these people and
it fails te do so. They can be a dangerous £ifth colwnn besides
everything else." V. P, 13 aven worrled about the children to he
relessed asking if Simond was coertain that they would be properly
taken care of in Palestine. V. » also gaid that he could not
understand why the requests for safe conduct in other instances had
not been forthcoming, He promised immediately to send a straight
cable to Berlin to the effect that, "You mist lot those people go,
It is not a military guestion,n :

V. P. said that he had already sent a raport, to his government
protesting the German governmentts policy in molesting the Jews in
Hungary. “ihy kill them", he suid, "It would be much wiser to put
them in camps.” Simond also reported that v, p, indicated, hut not
in any words, his lack of sympathy with the Hitler governmenty that
he had never expected it to last 80 long; that as an aristocrat and
a Catholie, he could not be in sympathy with it, and that V. P. has
indicated on a nwaber of occasions his precord that -he is not anti~
Semitic and that in spite of what others 83y, he left many good
friends in “asniington among whom were some Jewgy i oo e

Ab the end of the conference, V. P, said to Simond,  "You can-
trust me~-the ship will go." ' He made no’ restrictions whatever and
did not resort to the usual reservation of,promising:subject:tothis
govarnment's authorization. Simond had the impressien that ¥,: p.
had heard ahout the war Refugee Board!s work and that v, P, was .
aware of the United Stutes Government's profound: interest in the R
subject. Simond sent a cable to Geneva covering thé: above situation,
If he does not hear from Von Papen within a week, he will go -‘back to
him, ’ : : R

“Simond volunteered and was réthér'emphaﬁicjinrhis statement that. o
if and when I Feturn, it would be valuable to have a talk with-
Von Papen and him, : B R

o 1,'£:~ﬁir;chmnnnéi LA S ‘;rrgefrfx;r e =
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Americ.. Fmbassy, Ankara,
April 6, 1944,

-MEMORANDUM TO MR, PACKER

Mr. Simond of the International Red Cross is going
to be the liaison between the Rumanian and Bulgarian
ministers with whom I have baen confidentially talking, -
a8 you know, exclusively on the refugee question, RBoth
these ministers have promised to transmit to Simond
information from their respective governments on the
progress of the situation in their countries relative
to refugee emaneipation.

Simond has asked me if he can send telegrams through
the Y¥mbassy to me or the ap Refugee Board in ¥Washington.
Since I alone, with the Ambassador's approval, have been
dealing directly with these gentlemen, Simond will discuss
this with you, Of course, we know that any messages will
have to have the approval of the Ambassador,

The follow-through on these discussions, I think you

and the Ambassador will agree, ars of transcendent im~
portance just now,

I. A. Hirschmann
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PARAPERASE OF TELEGRAM RECEIVED e > ,@ 2

FROM: American Embassy, Ankara M{%fw@

TO:  Becretary of State %&/5{74

DATED: March 23, 1944

ROs 509 M .
. CONTROLCOPY

The follovwing message is No. 6 from Hirschmann for
Var Refugee Board. §

‘The Department's telegram of March 20, 194'& no. 221,
cites n case which temis to conflrm rumors current in

'~ Istanbul for some time as well as statements a numher of

Jewish refugees recently arrived in Turkey made to me that

_representatives of Jewish Agency give. priority to palde-up
-members of Zionist Party vith respeot to exiy vises from
>the Balkans and entry eertiﬁoaten mto Palestine and that ‘

difficulties in obtaining certificates into Palestine and
in deperting from Balkans are encountered by Jewish refuéeéa
in the Balkans who are not members of the pm-.y or a\rfbvéd“
Zlonists. Since I recognize the 1mpncat1ann 1nherent in -
these persistent rumors, I have taken paina to mveatigate

- the aeemcy of those rumors and I am. now aatiafiad th;t ve

nuat soon give serlous cons.tdmtion t.e elimina.ting grounds
ror any sueh complaints. If we assume that these reports
are well-rounaed, they would reflect a poucy vhich

obviously oould not be . carrected or evan controlled from

. DECLASSIFIED. I
State’ Dept Letter, 1 11. 72

S P27 1972

: By R.H. Parks Date
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Ankara or Istnnbu; by the United 3tates. I intend to
meke & detailed report to the Board along with recom-
mendations for remedial steps vhen I return since the
subject cannot be dealt with here.

The Board is referred to my cables Nos. 344, 388,
K40, 455, 466, UTH, 478, 497 and Ag9 with respect to
the attitude of the Rumanian and Bulgerien Governments,

The Axbassador and I urge for obvious ressons that
until I have had an opportunity to discuss the matter
vith the Bog.rd, the contents of this cable be kept |

seoret. U ..

STRIRHARDY







COMMUNICATION DATED MARCH 15, 1944

(1) On March 13, 1944, the Rumenian Government decided to trans-—
port the Jews in Transnistria to Rumanian territory (in Bessarabis and Buco-
vina).

(2) The Rumanian Government is prepared to give all cooperatlon
in aiding the emigration of the Jews.

. (3) The Rumenian Prime Minister ad interim, Michel Antonesco, de-
sires to make the fact known, moreover, that he has always favored the opinion
that the emigration of the Jews should be facilitated.

Furthermore, in 1940, in his capacity of Minister of Justice, he
categorically disavowed the outrages to which the Jews were subjected both
in respect to their persons and their property, and he ordered the arrest of
the guilty parties.

In March, -1941, on the day immediately following the rebellion, at
a moment when the internal political situstion in Rumania was still troubled,
Michel Antonesco took the occasion to declare to the special envoys of the
German Government that:

(a) The Rumanian Government is opposed to violence and
measures of coercion and does not recognize crime as a legal
institution and method;

(b) The Rumanian Government will approve oixly me&sﬁres ‘
economic in nature which in the commercial field will have to-
be applied very slowly. R —

Subsequently, representations to the same effect \Vwerebmad'e' with the Rumanian-
Chamber of Gommerce. Up to this day, no Jewish property whlch was expropri—
ated in 1940-1941 has been placed on sale. .

The same view was later maintained before the German Government
at the time that that Government, through the intermediary of the Minister—
ial Counselors, von Ritgenk, Richter, and Hoffman, and. the Minister of State,
Pflaumer, demended that Rumania abandon control over: the Jews: completely to .
Germany, inasmuch as Germany desired that the Jewish question-be .solved on
_an internatione.l basis. - The Rumanlan Government; refused to-accede to this -
demand.




The Emi-
gration
question

-2 -

The Rumanian Government has authorized enigration every time that
application was made for a positive departure. In 1941, departures of Jews
were organized by certain persons of Jewish origin who unfortunately took
aedvantage of the situation to exploit their co-religionists. The "Strume®
affair is well known, painful, but ttue. -

In 1942, when the British Government requested of the Rumanian
Government, through the intermedlary of the Swiss Minister in Bucharest,
whether the Rumanian Government would agree to authorize the departure of
the Jews, the latter government replied in the affirmative,

During the summer of 1943, when the Rumanian Government received
a note concerning the same question, which originated from the British Govern—
ment, the Rumenian Government replied similarly in writing that it did and
will always favor the idea of emigration, but that these undertakings will
have to be organized quickly in large groups and with all the earnestness
implied in such business. g

A similar reply was given to the representatives of the Interna-
tional Red Cross. . '

During the fall of 1943, the Zionist Congress, which met -in Rio © -
de Janeiro, addressed a personal telegram to Michel Antonesco requesting’ =~ -
authorization for the departure of the Jews. The Rumanian Prime Minister:
replied that he was fully in accord and that.the Rumenisn Government de-- i
sired to aid particularly the Jews who had ‘béen transferred:to Trangnistris. : o 2

) Recently, persons of Jewish origin who:weréfsufficiéﬁtiy'ille,
advised to make use of Communist sgents in order to organize-departures - - . G o
were liberated as-a result of“the intervention of the International -Red ™ 7~ RN LTI

Cross Delegate. . This was done for the sole purpose of demonstrating- thet -
the Rumanian Government is not opposed to the.emigration movement. .

.. ~The German Minister of Foreign Affairs; von  Ribbentrop,- havisg
learned of the Rumanian Government's approval of ‘the emigration movement
and of the exchange of notes on “this subject with ‘thé British Government,. -
gsent & note to- Marshal Antonesco stating. thet Germeny had rejected similar . .
requests because of her desire not to displeasefthe'Arabs.‘mThe'German :




® R

Government counseled the Rumanisn Government to do likewise.
to the German Minister at Bucharest, Michel Antoneseco stated that the
Rumanian Government does not slaughter the Jews, that it does not intend
to solve the problem by annihilating the Jews, that it favors the idea
of emigration, and lastly that the Rumanian Government asked von Ribben-

trop to have at least the same regard for Rumanian sensibilities a3 he
had for those of the Arabs.

In his reply

Unfortunately, the lack of organization regarding the departure of
Jews for Palestine continues. The Jews of Rumania plead & luck of money and
ships. Insofar as Rumania is concerned, she went so far as to open negotia~
tions with the Turkish Government (as early as the spring of 1943) with a
view to studying the possibilities of meking use of the Rumsnian ships
"Iransilvania® and "Besarabia", which were anchored in Istanbul under a

neutral flag, on condition that the imminity and the title of these Rumanian
ships be guaranteed.

The Rumanien Government desires to point out once sgain tﬁat it
is completely convinced of the desirability of the departure of the Jews

for Palestine and it will do everything in its power to aid thoge wishing
to leave. .

Jews who became established in Rumania before :1919 kuow thet thoge
who have rendered services to the state are deemed under the law to be o
Rumanian; as for those who became established in: Rumsnia after this date, - -
only those expressing the desire to leave will do ‘so; unsettled elements-who
have arrived in the country during the past six years will have to leave, .

In cbnclusion, thé»Rumanian Goverhmentrdeeply‘désifgé4t6 drgaﬁiée
as quickly as possible the departure  of the Jews; to-this effeqt:'

(1) it authorizes the departure of'the'Jews,Ef children - -
and’adults,-particularly those who until’ now have :been-in - -
Transnistria. This statement ig ah;undertaking;r,fiff : T

(2) it is ready to reopen without delay discussions
concerning the use for this purpose of-the motorships, -
"Transilvania® and "Besarabla", on condition of certasin

- guarantees. . . S :




