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OFFICE OF
L. A. HIRSCHMANN

June 10, 1944

Te: i», John . Pehle

“r, Hirschmenn dashed thisg off
Just before he left rnd asked
re to oo sure that 1t cot to vou,

“incerely
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BrooMinGDALE'S
NEW YORK

22 N.Y.

EXECUTIVE OFFICES

June 10, 1944

Mr. John W, Pehle
War Refugee Board
Treasury Bullding
Washington, D.C.

Dear John:

I have found Mr. Seckel, whom you referred
to me, to be a man of apparent valuable
connections and background in the Balkan
situation. He has given me some information
and letters of introduction to people that
might result in some important steps.

I am checking the validity and possibilities
involved in these when I arrive in Anlkaras,
His suggestions may be invaluable in dealing
with certain individuals in enemy territory,
and his connections baged on former large
business operations and possibilities of
exchange of connections for the future nay
be important in steps which we can make,-
gonnected with the War Refugee Board program.
If this is verified by me, I may ask you by
telegram to send him to Ankara. I do . hope -
that thls might be possible in the event that
the situation would seem to warrant such a
gtep, and you may be assured that I would
not make such a request unless it  geemed
urgent and of concrete values:

,Gordiéily yours
iahrams I. AlHirschmann’




June 9, 1944

¥Mr. I.A. Hirgohmann
BloomingdaleVa
New York 22, N.Y.

Dear Mr., Hivgohmanng

Following I would like %o _outline my ideas on: helping the viectims
of the Nazis in Murope. T start with Turkeys

In Turkey you unéoubtedly know that there 1o plenty of opposition
by influential people against the problem you are handling,
especially the new Ankara crowd.

I am leaving out of this letter all offiolal govermment continots
because I think the beat way to approach those people is your own
personallty quallfied as a member of the staff of the American

- Embassy, which hes sll the neceanary powar behind it, especlally
the very influential and able Ambansador Steinhardt. From my
knowledga of tils ocounbry I ean adviso yon never to threatsn

the Turks, bocsuse with thréate you will always have 2 bad
resctlon. A furk does not believe in threats, He believes

only in aection, ’ .

As far ag introductions are congernad, 1 met strong opposition

by the tobagco officers which Mag nothing to do with any macial
prejudioss but with the policy of the gumpanles, I pot o letier

of introduotion for yon Fron the Pronident of the Amenioon Tobageo
Qompany of the Orient which iz the purghaping company for American
Tobaceo, Pall Mall, Philip Morrla, S%ephano. There ip one obstacle
in beinging the pressure %o bear on the Anarican. Tobacco Conpanies,
and I've got to drev your attention to 1%, (orf the vecord), -'the
Ameriean cutfite have their own bax Tight with the Turkish govern=
mont and a fight on the »aie of exchunge. ~ Nevertheless, you wAll
find that Mr. Englich, %o whow the letiter ls addresded, will be
very helpful. I think you should Ainvits him %o come to -Ankara - -
vhere they go quite frequently for thelr own problems. ~‘hey have -
very efflclent Turkish lawyers at their. aide 4n Ankera. o

I hope vhen-I hand you this lehter I will get an dnfroduetion from -

. Garoy (Liggelt & Hoyors, Cheutertield); to his ehle? buyer in-
Turkey. If the Tight with the Ame:c'iomx Tg)baqeo——cr(}wd. had not. o e -
taken go much of my time I would have already been down bo. Winston="
Salem to got you an lantroduption o the third and last purchaging ;
outfit in Turkey. It 14 Glenn Company, buyers for Reynolds {Ceme1)s g
If-you;'wlsh; L am sfali willing o 89 4o Winslon-Salem and will oo .

send you the lotfier of Antrodugtion through the Refugee Board. S

provided I will be able to persuade the paople to give it.

Regarding further leiters of introduetion, I hand you my own .- o -

introduotion to Nemli Zade Mitat Bey. He ia an old friend of - - P
mine though I have nover done business with him. is the- . - vy“u\ ,
leading Turkish tobaceo men, very wealthy and Influentdal, o o ¥
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He uged to be Iresident of the Chamber of Commercae in Istanbul.
I will try (o obtain & letter from My, Schnur who used to be
hle largest customer. He owes his great success to Mr. Schnur.
I am sure he will advise you in many problems. As Pay ag I
know hie ig buying for the Britlsh, and you can contact through
him Mr. Brinn, the chlsf buyer of the British. (Off ths record,
I think Mr. primn ig not very favorably inclined toward

refugee problems.)

Mp. forwer mansger, Mr. Saltiel, you lwwe met st Baker. You
know the ‘urkish Jews in general have no powsr, but they ocan
alwaya give you valuable hints. IP :{ou need any help frou
hlm you can mention my name. It won't harm you.

There ia another oubfit which can bLe of aselistance to you.

It 18 a Bwiss Jewlsh Tirm, Oplerer, They ars the largost
private dealers in Turkish tobacce in the world, doing a
tremendous -mount of business with Ule Undtsd Slates. I glve
you my own letter of introduction which wlll bu very helpful.
Through those people you will contact & Jewlsh lawyer, Colm,

who la now called Yekinalp. Ie knows Lhe ins and outs of Ankaps
and 48 very valuable. . i :

By owan lawyer ig at present uot reliable becsuse he in working
too much witih: the Nazip, &0 I an leaving him out.

Very high in andere cre e, and Meg. Cwen. e 1z o Standard
01l top man in the Meur Last, She lsz = membor of the firsh
twenty Turkishfamliles in anisra. ey are faverahly inclined
toward refugees. I know they were on goed terms with Hhe Kenal
Pasha crowd. I don't Liow how they are with Ismet Ononu znd the
pregent Prime Minleter. Unless I can get some definite wopd
how thelr relabionships are I hesltate to ask her for inkro<s
ductions begzuse b con be very harmful not to use them even'-
if her ramily is at present in dlsgrace. -

If you f£ind that £ela Zain Buy Gum, formeyr Presidont of the
Turkish National Benk, 1s in favor, you ocan Just approach
hin and I am purs ‘cha'é 1T you montion my neme and remind .him
that I made all the clearing agreementis with him for tha
Austrian monopoly, e will help you. The seme spplies to
_Abdul Halik Bey. He used to be Prasident of the Parliament,
He ig a very old man, old Turkidh school, favorsbly inelined

toward refugees. If ho should bBave forgotten my name hacauas
he 1s getbing very old, tell him that I am-the Augtrdan =~ o
monopoly purchasing company'Ys manager’ and former pertner of - -
¥r, Wicks deé Zsolnay. : B TR

I hegitate to glve you any introduotions without knowing:
exactly the pregent political situation in Ankers, but I gen
advise you 6 choose a firm, after clese investigation of the
pregent conditions, with snough pull to Tind out what commersial

ways there are to get the Turkish government favorably r-molinqd— _"f
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toward your problems. If you would find thatb Mr. Dorman 18
one of the men who could do something, I will send over to you
a letter of introduction by their firm in thils country.

There are four dlstinotive, different ways to handle your
problem in Turkey)

1. Trying to find oub whab they want 1n returii. Porhaps a
hospital or school bullding or something of that nature,
You huve got to pev away from the demanding end and you
heve got fo operate as a man who does something for
Turkey too. You ghould not hesitate to give & romlse
for after the war, :

2, with this same method you can operate in ths different
provineas of Turkey. If you get one or the other Vali
o0 listen to you and you male him & preasent of sonething
for his province, thae other Vali willi get Jealous and vill
offer you his help. “hs Valis have alwayn had enopmous
influence in Ankara. ‘

3. The third method is Lo try to get a deal through whioh g
helpful for Turklsh intevests on one side, but vhere a

real Turkish fiwa gets Lie profit = go that you will be
agaured of getting things dons in pelurn.

4, Throwing in in a very nice and doeoshs Wiy, without
threat, the infivence of the Tobacco people.

There are, of ocourae, nome obher waysy oreaiing & CORMALLCY

in favor of the refugees with some influentlal Surkiash vonon}

trying to interest some young Turkish lawyers by giving them
Joba. : ' :

S0 far, I hsve explalned what eoudd ba done, acoording to ay .
own opinlon, in Turkey itself. Mow I want to . Inform you.

what you probably could get lu Turkey aas approach %9 the -
Furopean’ countries. I think that in the shori tine which we
have got before ua you ocannot seve & Lot of “people by pulling
them out of the cowntrles whers they are, but yow shounld €0 ;
sverything Ho proteot them wille they are-in “those countyisa.
In that respect I draw your attentlon te Mr. Hang Weoldimon, -
Mangger of the Deutsches Bank in Iatanbul, ap a en wWho Le
anti-Nazi, helped & lot of refugoes, and can he & roached,

If I would be over there and permitied to do 50, T would £ind
a way to meet him, Ho travels back and forth and hmg his .-
corbacts in Bulgaria. - - o : -

The second enemy:approach is tln:foumrthéﬁls.uatz'ﬂ.an;;dfﬂcgrg

of ny former companyj Some of them are wnti-Nazl and fayorably
inclined. - If handled in the right way they oan be of great - -

aasigtance.
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Third approsch to Mn. Wuleff number one Bulpgarian Nazi in
Plovdiv, This man hrs always been the buysr of the British
Amerliean Tobacco Company in Bulgoris. He is very closo to

CMr. Brinn whom you oan contugt throuzh any Americnn Tobaoco

man or Mr, Nemli Zade Mitat Dey. Another eontact you get GThrough
Mr. Aggseoff who glves hls lebter of intrmoduation %o the reprosent-
atlve of the Bulgarian Church ln Istanbul ané to the Bulgarisn
Minlgter in Ankera. I anm sure 1L you lhave the »ight contacts

and somebody who lnows condifions in the Geenan Lkmbagsy you oan
threaten som: peoplo and obtoin shielr sooperation by offoring
refuge for after the wor. You wAll £ind o man in Turkey very
suiteble for oontacts. Heo ls HMpr. Jonke, brother~in-law of
Ribbentrop =z cloge to Papen.

Now I hand you the Bulgerlan problefr, For Bulpgaria I am giving
You some letters 2ddressed to Bulgovlang there wileh I sek you

to use only afier 211 formalltiss have Lesn rRecomplighed wilch
&re necegnary according to the law in this country for corres-
pondence wilth the enemy. My letter to Mr. Rlascoff in the

Germen loncuagse you wAlI vead, fad LT you agres, asend il off.

I think 4t ia the plght @y o handle this problem, Lr. Riascoff
is the number one Geruan agent in Bulgeria. He is the nman behlnd
the soenos who adviece the German govermmeut in all their problems
snd hag the power to shlift every Minlgler to his own liking., I
have orextied this man, he hug been on my Board, and T am gure that
he J8 not aware of the fact thut he bheosme a ceinmlnal and that

he ias regponalble by wis—uging hls powsr by not preventing the
Bulgarian government and Army frouw %11Lling off and mishandling
Greeks, serbs ani Jeus.

The geeond letter leg %o iy, BoJilof?, farmer Irime Minighen,

a man alweye in nower with the Germans. He used to. be -a very
good friend of mine. I wade o lob of dealsg with him. -A8. -
far as his avtltude is concemscd I pupposs he 18 no¥ awars of -
the fact that he is guildy and will be sxtradiied. : -

Third pergon, Mr. dlaroff. I give you & lebber of Introdusfion
to hin. Mr. Bigroff hac been my mansger in Bulgaria, was the . -
firat to betray me, even before ny Austrian and German: employees.
He 1g. a small man but he ¢an be threatened very cagily. . If he - °
underpgtands that Germany hes logt the war he will try to.do &
everything to save his skin. He will expect thst I shall return
to my Job and s second thought will be, besides eaving his '1ife
to gave hig Job. I daresay I will never émploy him again L I
have any power. . : " - L

Fourth introduetion. Up, Lipovanski,. member of Parliament.
Cousin of my wife, ' Favorably inclined toward Jewe. Not very
honeat. Can be bought. His laat speech in the Parliament in
1939 in favor of the Jews was simed 4% nie. At that $ime I -
wag Chlef Buyer in the French monopoly -znd he wanted to make ..~ °
a-deal with-ms.  This speskes.for 1teslf  (ams. %o Vienns to savs =
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ny wife and me (rom bthe Nazis. He wag never favorably looked
upon YWy my wife, but should be used.

For your pulidance T would like to tell you that we are all
puzzled about the new Bulgarlan government which might ohange
geveral times hefore you arrive. Buf the men in this govern~-
mant arc not killers; mostly business men and I do not expect
that they wlll abugse thelr power agalnst the Jews. If I wuld
De fthere I would finl othaer contacts in Bulgaria, ‘espesially

I sm awee that some opganization could be eatablished arcwnd
the border by cooperation through my two formor purchasing
organizationa at the borders, Bulgarla ot one side and Turkey
at the other side, and Grosce. There are goms men sapecially
sultable for this Job. I have the right apvroach because some
of wy former Turkish cmployees in Bulgaris bave been transfaerred
from Bulgaria to Turkey.

To obtain results in Bulgaria the attitude has to be 1004
dlfrerent from Turkey. A Bulpsrlan only listens %o power

and tlwreats. Ho hag no consideyasim for snybody who treats
him 1like a gentlemzn, In order to put the negesspry pregsure
on leading Bulgaviang you have to arrange with tho Oveeke in
Galre and the Russiens in Anksye that 2 list be publiched in
uvnfderground newspapers distributed in Bulgarie, with the names
of important Bulgarian people vho are gullty of orimes sgainst
minorities., Do not forget to include Important people who sat
back and c¢idn't do enything to prevent the orimes.

I left out an Antroduetion to Mr. Janséhouloff, mocond in cominand
in the Bulgarion Army.  If I would be over there I could probably
eatablish contaots bocaume he ig married Lo a Livreh cousin of my
wife. You hove smother epuroach Yo the Bulgarien Rzgenuy, and

the Regent Oyril. You c¢ould chtein cooperatlon from & lob of
people Lf you would work on a problem to save the king, with-

hig mother, Xf thig Ae an advisable step from the general A
pol;:tical aspeet, 1t has to be considered before molng to work . - -
on it%. : o R e N S o S

The Bulgcarlan Minister in Madeld Mr, Dragenoff and his wife are. e
sure o eoopepratef when Minlgter in Berlin proiected especlally -
ny wife when she wag arrested by the Gestaps. I am sure that
mentloning my name la sufficient to ‘ssowre gooperation.  There

de snother important figure in London; the former Bulperian
Ambassador, whe sided An with England from the very afart. Hig
name le Momsghdloff. If he appears aomewhere on the way you can
mention my nome %o him, I am gure he will do everything. - But -

12 you feel thay you dontt get,all the cooperation I-e¢an gend .
over s letter from & very close friend of his.X Be eeveful = = -
that Rlascoff and BoJiloff are nct left outy/ If you went us to, -
o are golng to work out & llat of thoae psdple.  Thig might

he very helpful in barfering lives and protecting Bulgarian

nov.

future I’fzfugere‘argga;ngt;jng qutims W qg WanttOP!‘Otﬁct SR R
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Nemes should be published olso by radlo gtations, As fap as 1
understond, some of the top Bulgarlsns snd Germans tried to obtain
refuge in 'i'urkey. You have to o everything to £ight those
possibilities if glven without your consent.

There sre two mors posslbilities in Bulgsria. First 1s Knothe
and hig half=brother Peters. Both ere top Nazis. I saved ths
£irat one from hankmuptcy by getting him in the year 1924 ths
apency of £kods in Ozechonlovakia. Znternational man, He knows
certalnly that the war is lost and 16 Jooking sround for his own
protection. So is hls brother Peters. He is an agent of the
Geatapo and 1s a Colonel ln the Geviman Avmy. They ave familiarp
figures in Bulgaria and after they operatied in France after the
Oceupation they are sure to appeay nov in Bulgaria in high
positions. I am surc thai 1 I were in Turkey I cculd contact
fthem and got thaw o eooperate to protecot Jows in Bulﬁarﬁ.&. oY
gourse, aiways in the event that I were permitted by Americun
authorities to do g0.

pyo other powerful figures are Ul two Dushner brothers. They
are powerful Gestape people, poth of them, . laobor Buchner
osme into Greene ss the head of the Geatapo when the German
troops entered Salonika in the firat tank. The other Buchner
Ag in Bulgoeria. The partner of thelr Tirm in this country

is Mpr. Hellas, This oubfis sold the Hobacco in thig country
which they originally selzed from the Jowlpgh fizne in Huropo,

I nan probably get an lntcoduction Lrom Me. Helles, who i8

a Hungarian Jew by blrth, %o chem, +hls introdustlon will .
be very powerful bescause 1 am sure thet they have close financlal
contacta bhetween them. Mr, Hallas ls now s Americen olt Lzen.,

As far ag Rumanla is coneerned, J am nob informed, but eventually
Af you agk me to I can talk with Mr. Otto Stern, who hes been
President of the Bhell oubfit in Rumanla, end was very powerful.
Yo sre old school mates, and he le in thils QoMLY . T L

Hungary is one of the mosb aAffiouls problems-to-hiandles Bealdes
the usual charmelg, I think I could get some “1ittle cooparabion -
_from Hungarizne in Turlsey, especlully if therc are any ROnopoly
officers in Turkey. But I sea only one very efficlent way of .
protecting the Jews in Hungary Atself. The only way to do.. .
something efficlently, according to my way of '!;hinkm%' “ia-bo-
approach Otto of Hapaburg. T have renaon to-belleve i’nt—he will
use hils Ainfluence with a greab many Hungarian, Austrlian and - -
Gzechoslovakian government officlals. To pring aboug gome -’
contect he should make s spesch on 2 paccrd -and_have pome .. o
leaflets printed with his hame, I am aware of the opposltion
but this has nothing to 8o with future politieal developmentd.
and 43 purely an. expeditive method. I know that the Hupgarian .- .
Department of the OWI and the Avetrian Depertment, and gome .
men An the Btate Department will be hipghly oppoged Bo thig.- " -
method 80 I do not dare to do the next step without knowing -0

officially that I have obtained the consent and that this method - i
w411 be used. I think I oan get an offer from Otto.to- help ,w;tl;gut_ i

his being solioited to help by any govermmsent &geNGy.. . -
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After finishing this report I want to draw your attention to

the fact that any success which you obtain in rofugee questlong
1s a politleal sugeese. Any contact whioh you make with import:nt
people will help the war effort in general. Through the Invasion
and a lot of other events, political developments move fast.

The influential people change thelr posts vory quickiy and a
great knowledge is anecessary to keep pacs with this.

Do not overlook yourr Hussisn contacts in ALnkara, They &are
very helpful begause the Turkish aiplomacy moves very fast.

A threat of the Russians! 1y very effiolent, but you have
got something elee to ncecmplish with the Russlans. You
have got to arrange for proteetion of refugees from Lhe Lroops.
moving in. You will £ind : Yo% or Grouble if {he Lroops move
in to proteet consentration camps and to arrange matters in
such a way that the onpressed people are not mighaken for
German natlonals, snd on the other hand you will Find & oot
many Germen Hagzie trying to nose =s victims even wearing the
Staxr of David, -nd by those methods they will give rise to a
lot of sugsiclon agningt the vigtime. ngpacially the Russisn
soldler 1F e moveg in ir nob going ko know who is who if no
precauticns Jv.ve been nade alwad of time.

I am govry A% has beon decided timt I cannot ageompany you on -
your lmportant misslon. Naverthsless I am at all times at your
disposal Lo coopsrais with you Irop this country. Anytiing I

can do 1 shell bo only hoo glad to do, and that means if conaitions
change you can ask my advice, new Lntroduehions s eto. I¥1l always

£ind a vwey o copresch anyboly An the gountries in quegtion elther
directly or indirgotly. : PO o

I wish you in the interast of humanify every success and gouod
luck in your pgreat mission, whiech I Ao not doubt will be an
unforgettable fask in fhe menorles of the veopie who regeive
thelr assistance through you. ‘ » :

g Véz'y’ 't:ru'ly yours

fwsram ' - 7. W v sré’réké,l:
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~gar ¥r, Seckels

As you know, Hr. Ira Hirschasmn) 2eclal
Represontative of the War Refugee Board at the
American Esbasgy at Ankara, iz about to return 4o

-his post.

You have suggested that 4r. Hirschuann might
receive substantial asslstance in hie efforts to
save the lives of victluos of enesy persecution if he
#ere to secure the cooperation of Turkish governmental
agencles who have trads relatlonshins with American
tobsceo concerns. In view of your extensive experience
in Turkey and in the tobacco business, we cannol take
your suggestion llghtly. For this reason, we-would .
appreciate 1Y very much if you would undertake to atraage .
to secure for Mr. Hirschmann several letters of intro=
duction from American tobacco companies, signed by
appropriate persons, addrezzed to such sgencies in Turkey,
and reguesting that they extend all vossible assistance to
#r. Hirschumonn, - SRR

Veryérulj yi’qurs, o
G WP
7 &, %.VPeﬁié ) .

‘Bxecutive Director.”

Hr. F. ¥. Beckel”
40 Central Pari South
Kew York City

A3 S LA e

LSLesse :als'6/l/44




~aar ¥r, Secksly

Ae you know, #r. Ira Hirschmann, o scial
Repregsrtative of the ¥War Refugee Hoard at the
American Esbarsy at Ankara, is about to return 4o
his pest.

You ‘have suggested that r. Hirschaann uight
rocelve substential agsistance in his efforts to
save the lives of victime of enemy persecuiion if he
szore tc secure the cooperaticn of Turkish governwental
agencies who have trade relationships with American
tobaceo concernd. In view of your extencive exverience
in TuPisy and in the tobaces businesns, we camnot tuke
yeur suggestion lightly. For this rearon, we would
apyreciate 1t very much if you sould undertake to 'areauge
1: ssoure for ¥r. Hirschaasnn geveral letters of intro-
duction frem American tobaccy companies, signed by
appropriate persons, addrezsed to pueh Agencies in Tuvkey,
and requezting that they exbend all oniible assistance o
dr, Hirschaens., B . o : e

‘V?ry tr\ﬁyVQéufs,rlrr;; :' 7{

J. . Pahle -
Exvoutive Uirsctor

o v
Hr, ¥. ¥. Seckel )
43 CentraliPark South -
Kew Yoric City )

N oifef
7 " s

) 'YV") 7 | LSLesserials n




TO
FROM

Subject

TREASURY DEPARTMENT

INTER OFFICE COMMUNICATION

DATE May 29, 1944.
Mr. Lesser

W
T. H. Ball

v
Friedrich W, Seckel,
40 Central Park South,
New York City

In accordance with your request of May 25, 1944, we have
o‘btainpd the following information concerning the subject:

He was born December 17, 1890 at Hamburg, Gernany; sl
naturallized as an Augtrian citizen. At the beginning of 1939 he and
hig wife, Angelina, resided in Paris and remained in France until
September 17, 1940. , In order to escape from France he assumed the
name Frantizek Sobotp. For the same reason his wife assumed the

-neme Anna Sobota. The subjeet entered this country on April 28, 1941

on an immigration vigs and sscured his first cltizenship papers on
Octobe: 20, 1941 in New York City. .

Government, in which capacity he negotiated trade and bm'ter_ag'ree”-f’

In_ 1942 the subject was an officer and director of Treborn: .’
Agsoclates, Ine., a New York corporation 1. o -




ir, Ball : Moy 75, 1944

L. 9. Logger

I would apprsciate aﬁy information you can got me from official
sources concerning Friedrich K. Seckel, 53 years old, of 50 Central
Park South, New York City.

¥We have the following information whieh might bs checkeds

uring the first World War Mr. Seckel was in the German
Foreign Service and was active up to0.1917 in the commercial
affalrs of Germany, Switzerland and Bulgaria, particularly
in relation to tobaceo. In 1920 he establiishéd his o
firs in Bulgaria, and up to 1927 had had interests in
Greage and Turkey shere he lived for certain perleds of
time., In 1927 his {imm was tagen over by the Bulgarian
Tobaceo Honopoly, In 1932 he #as made honorary Consul
General from Austria (o Bulgarla, Greece and Turkey. FHe .
was naturalized an Austrian eitiszen in 1936, At the time
of the Anschluss he was arrested by the Oernans and wag
forced to sign over all of his property to the Gormans.
His wife was alsc arrested in Vienna but due te the
intercescion of the Milgarian (overnment, ithey were both -
roleaged and they left Austrie illegally aad went to o
Holland and Franee. Mrs, Seckel lg a Bulgariam, aou-Jawish.
In 1939 when the war broke out, the French Ministry .of -
Economic #arfare esiployed bim, and he likewise was in. B S
England shere he consulted and adviged with the British ) R
Hinistyy of Economic Warfave., In 1940 ke eame oul to Liahm
— -and 111 1941 he enmigrated tc the Un!.ted &tatos.

This mttor 1s gowewhet \u'gent.
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TC: ir. John . Faule

v
FROK: 1. A. Leavitt

REH Friedrich %. Seckel, 40 Central Park South, New York City.

1y Seckel is 53 years old, was born in Hamburg and educated
in ;ondom@ﬁ; ring the first World War kr. Seckel'was in the Jerman
Q
1

Foreign Sefvice and was active up to 1917 in the commercizl affairs

of Germany, Switzerland and Bulgaria, particularly in rélation to
tobacco. In 1920 he established his own firm in Bulgaria, and up to
1927 had had interests in Greece and Turkey where he lived for certain
periods of time, In 1927 his Tirm was taken over by the Bulgarian

"Tobacco Lonopoly., In 1932 he was made honorary Consul General from

Austria to Bulgaria, Greece and Turkey. -He. was naturalized an Aus-
trian citizen in 1936, At the time of the #nschluss he was. arrested -
by the Germans and was forced to sign over all’ of Nis preoperty to -
the Germans. His wife was also arrested in‘Vienna'but:due?to,ther;‘,L
intercession of the Bulgarian Governmerit, they were both released and -
they left Austria illegally and went to Holland and Fraice. ¥rs, .
Seckel is a Bulgarian, non-Jeéwish. - In-1939. when the -‘war broke out,
the French Ministry of Economic Vlarfare employed him,”and he. lLike~
wise was in England where he consulted and advised with the British.
NMinislry of Bconomic Warfare. In 1940 he came-out to-Lisbon and
in 1941 he emigrated to the United Statss. '0@#" e

- : g

: Yr. Seckel is -well-known to- our State,Department;gnd’other, :
branches of the government, as well as: to the British authorities.
A-very thorough checking of him'has'convinced'responsible people
that he is honest and reliable. T spoke with him for a short while
and was greatly impressed- by his knowledge of the situation in the
Near Fast and by the "substantial nature .of tHejmana.personality.

He 8 well-knovn to the leading politicalrfigufes,iﬂ'iurkey, Bulgafia
and Greece.  His wife is a relative of-one of the “Ministers of Bulgaria.
I believe that,it,would_be very:helpful if you,hadjaﬂ'Oppcrtuﬁity'ﬁor"

meet. with him and: form your own judgment.,







' Monsieur Nemli Zade Midhat
Istanbul,Turquie.
%o — B o L i ) i} B




F. W.SECKEL

40 Central Park South
. New York,N.Y.
UyS.A.

New York,le 8 Juin 1944

Monsieur Nemli Zade Midhat.
Istanbul,Turquie.

Cher Monsteur,

Je me permet d'introduire par la présente
auprés de vous Monsieur Ira Hirschmann qui se rend dans
votre pays comme envoyé spéeial du "War Refugee Board"

I1 est attaché & l1tAmbassade des Etate-Unis
a4 Ankara. :

Le War Refugee Board est un dépatement spdeial
des bureaux 'd8 Président des Etats-Unis,Monsieur Franklin
D.Roosevelt et se compose de trois Ministres des- Et&ss-Unis
Affaires Etrangdres,Guerre et Finance. : :

Je vous serais trd¥s reconnaissant de faciliter”
la tache de Monsieur Hirshmann,qui est de sauver et = -
protéger les victimes des persecutions des minorités en -
Europe. :

- Aprds mon arrivée d'Autriche en’France'enf1938;‘”
Je n'al plus eu le plaisir de vous revoir.J!'éspére;que o
Madame et vous, &tes en parfaite santé. LR

Tout en vous remerciant 3 1l'avance de tout . .
ce que vous ferez pour faciliter la mission de Monsieur =~
Hirschmann, je vous prie de recevoir,cher Monsleur,mes
meilleures salutations, AT TR e

ey

o




ALID MHOA MAN )
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Son Excellence Rushti Arras
Ankara s

Turkey




D.SCHNUR

Le 9 Juin 1944

HOTEL PIERRE
NEW YORK CITY

Son Excellence Rushti Arras
Ankara .
Turquie

Excellence,

Je me pe rmets par la presente d'lniroduire auprés
de vous Monsieur IRA HIRSHKAN du ar Refugee Board.

Nonsieur HIRSHMAN se rendra en Turquie dans 1!
intérét du War Refugee Board, et je vous serais infini-
ment reconnaissant si vous voudrez bisn étendre votre
valeureux sppul 4 son oeuvre de charlté.

En vous remerciant d'avance pour tout ce que vous
voudrez bien faire pour aider Mr., HIRSHNMAN,

Je vous prie de croire, Excellence, &4 ltexpression
de mes sentiments les meilleurs,

- - rd
Votre €8 devoue




ALID MHOA MAN
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Monsieur Mithat Neml
Mlnerva Han S
Galata Istanbul
Turkgy
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D.SCHNUR Le 9 Juln 1944

HOTEL PIERRE
NEW YORK CITY

Monsieur kithat Nemli
liinerva Han

Galata Istanbul
Turquie

kion cher Monsieur Nemli,

Je me permets par la presente d'introduire aupreés
de vous Monsieur IRA HIRSHMAN du #ar Refugee Board.

Monsieur HIRSHMAN se rendra en Turquie dans 1'intérét
du Yar hefugee Board, et je vous serals infinliment recon-
naissant si vous voudregz bien étendre votre valeureux ap-
pul & son oeuvre de charité.

En vous remerciant d'avance pour tout ce que vous
voudrez bien faire pour aider lkr. HIRSHMAN,

Je vous prie de croire, mon cher kongieur WMithat, &
lt'expression de mes meilleurs sentiments.

Votre rous -




Messieurs Hermann Spierser & Co.
Istanbul,Turquie. e




F.W.SECKEL

40 Central South Park
New York,U.S.A, -

June 9,1944

Messieurs Hermann Spierer & CO.
Istanbul,Turquie,

Chers Messieurs,

Je me permet,par la présente,d!'introduire
auprds de vous Monsieur Ira Hirschmann délégué spéeial
du "WAR REFUGEE BOARD" ,

- Le "War Refugee Board® est un dépariment
spéeial des bureaux du Président des Etats-Unis et se
compose des ministres des Affaires Etrangdres,Guerre et
Finance.

Je vous prie d'assister dans toute la mesure
du possible Monsieur Ira Hirschmann dans sa mission
hautement humanitaire. b o

Tout en vous remerciant de'tout'éeJQuejvous
pourrez faire pour faciliter la tdche de Monsieur Ira:
Hirschmann ,Jje vous prie de recevoir,chers Messieurs,

mes Salutations les plus amicales.




Mr.Marco R;I.a,s,'cof’fr ,




F.W.SECKEL

June
ath
1944

Sehr geehrter Herr Riaskoff :

Wenn ich Thnen heute nach langem ( aus verstaendlichen
Gruenden) Schweigen diesen Brief schreibe, =o geschieht
dies ausschliesslich in Ihrem Interesse und im Interesse
vieler Ihrer Freunde und Angehoerigen.

Ich glaube, dass es kaum einen Menschen mit Verstand gibt,
der daran zweifeln wuerde, dass Bulgarien sich politisch
uné militaerisch auf die falsche Seite geschlagen hat.
Paran und an den Consequenzen laesst sich heute wenig
aendern. Wenn man ueber die Hauptschuldigen sprieht, so
hoert man immer wieder Ihren Namen. Sie werden geradezu
~als Drahtzieher bezeichnet., Hierdurch sind Sie direkt und
indirekt mitschuldig geworden fuer alle Verbrechen, welche
Bulgarien gegen die Minoritaeten und meine Glaubensgenos-
sen begangen hat. Taeuschen Sie sich nicht ueber die Con
sequenzen. Ich habe es am eigenen Leibe erfaghren, was es
bedeutet vor einem Auslieferungsverfahren zu entfliechen.

Als Freund rate ich Ihnen : Versuchen Sie nhoch im letzten -
Augenblick fuer sich und Ihre Freunde gute Taten zu setzen,
die Sie in die Wagschale werfen koennen. Aendern Sie-so-
welt es in Ihrer Macht steht Ihren Kurs. Viellelcht kann
Ihnen dann noch geholfen werden.

Venn Sie in dieser Peziehung den Wunsch haben sollten, mit-
zuhelfen, so koennen Sie sich an den Spezial Delegierten: .

der Amerikanischen Regierung bei der -Amerikanischen Bot = -
schaft in Ankara wenden und sich auf mich beziehen.  Die::-
© Adresse.ist : Herr Ira Hirschman, U.S.A. Embassy, Ankara, -

Turkey. e - : ;

I ch hoffe, dass Sie in dieser Angelegenhelt sovidl leisten
wercden, dass ich .Ihnen ‘in den kommenden. schweren. Stunden-
- werde beistehen koennen. . R AL A




Mr.Dobri BoJiloff




F W.SECKEL

-June
9th
1944

Sehr geehrter Heprr Bojilofr
Ich schreibe Innen heute um Ihnen die La
“and und sich selbst gebracht haben,
Ein dann von Ihrem Weitblick kann sic ¢
verschliessen, dass die Abrechnung fuer alle Handlungen
vor der Tuere steht. Wenn Sie sich vielleicht auch keiner
Girekten Handlung gegenueber Minoritaeten bewusst sind, so
haben Sie nach Ansicht aller X nner als Minister Praesident

nltgewirkt., Bs ist daher sehr wahrscheinlich, dass Sie zup
Rechenschaft gezogen werden :

ge in die Sie Thr
vor Augen zu bringen.
h der Tatsache nlcht

Sollten Sie in Ihren Gedanken nach einem Ausweg fuer sich
und Ihre Freunde suchen, £o rate ich Ihnen noch im letzten
Augenblick zu versuchen gute Taten auf Ihr Credit Conto zu
bringen. Dies bedeutet, dass Sie so schnell als moeglich

mit Threm Einfluss den Minoritaeten und meinen Glaubensge-
nossen in Bulgarien beistehen.

Wenn Sie in dleser Hinsicht etwas zu t
Sie sich bitte an Hern Ira Hirschman wenden, welcher als-
Special Delegierter der Amerikanischen Regierung.an”der*
Amerikanischen Botschaft in Ankara, Turkey sich mit dieser

un gedenken, wollen

Angelegenhelt befasst.

Versaeumen Sie es nicht und machen Sie es
Freunden nicht zu schwer si
einzusetzen,

5 Ihren ehemaligen .
ch in der komménden Not :fuer “Sie




ALID MMOK MEAN
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Bishop Andrey Velitchky
Bulgarian Exarchat
Istanbul,Turkey

L




JACQUES H. ASSEOFF . » - 40 GENTRAL PARK SOUTH

NEW YORK CITY
TELEPHONE
RESIDENCE: PLAZA 8-3247
OFFICE: MURRAY HILL 3-4496

Crxnuii Jago Amapelt,

Hz»berno Bu e,xaxmo IIpesmaenra ma C. Martn &. I. PysmerTs,3arpux .
XeHD 38 CXN0aTa He MUXMOHHUTS GRRAHIM, XePTBY Ha OYNymamata CTPaXOTHA
BolfHa,e CH3NAND CHEUMANSHL"War Refugee Board® ¢b 3azauaTs Za 6xXnaTs
CHACeHM KOIKOTO Ce MONe N0 Bewe THMR HeBMHHO CTDPAANRM. -

Tocnopuns_A#pa_ XMPMMaHD, @ ZHA IDOMMHMOHTHA EUWHOCTE Ha aMeph-
HBHCKaTa OGMEeCTBEHOCTH,Ne SaMuHARA OTHOBO 38 BAMBKUX W3 TOKB,HaTORADEHS
Ch GRATrOpPONHATA MVUCUA,3a CUACSIBAHETO X 06NeTHABAHETO CXACATA Ha npi-
CIeABAHUTE HemacTHRMIH.

Ho3rapaitky oTiNuHO BamATA XYMAHHOCTH,OHBTOCTL M OT3MBUNROCTE,
u KATO NBPBUKTH NDIEACTaBMTEED Ha CmBTarTa Haponma IIpamocnamua Yeprsa,
a3% CU NO3PONMBaMDL X& BM upinopxusaus,nait ropimo’ T, X upEMaHE, > MONGa
Za HANDAEUTE BCHUUKO BABUCANO OTH Bach,38 MOANMOMARraHeTS Ha Heromuthk
¥enoRBROXNGUBY YCUIUA, :

KarTo nmoxenamaus BaMb M He OnaropojHaTs, By mafixa wpinxo sapash

¥ macTue, udnysams gdcauuara Bnu, 9 ’

Ho-Jlopxs 8.VI 1944 r.




Traduction du Bulgare:

Cher Ptre André,

Comme vous le gewez,le Président des Etats-Unis,Mogsieur
F.D.Roosevelt,inquiet du sort’ de millions de réfugiés, victimes
de cette terrible guerre,a formé un comité spécial le "WAR REFUGEE
Board"dans le but de sauver le plus possible de victimes innocentes

Monsieur Ira Hirschmann une personnalité trés en vue
de la société américaine,se rend de nouveau dans le proche Orient
chargé d'une mission humanitaire sbour sauver e soulager le sort
des malheureux persécutés.

Connaissant parfaitement vos sentlments humanitaires,
votre bonté et votre empressement 3 &tre secourable,et en qualité
de premier représentant de la Sainte Eglise Orthodoxe Nationale, je
me permet de vous recommander trés chaleureusement Monsieur I.
Hirschmann: en vous priant de faire tout ce qui est en votre
pouvoir pour 1'aider dans ses efforts humanitaires.

Tout en vous souhaitant,ainsi qu'd votre tris estimée
mére,bonne santé et bomheur, je vaise respectuensement votre main.

Votre :




GARY TOBACCO COMPANY
630 FIFTH AVENUE
NEW YORK, N. Y.

¥r, F., A, Turner
Gary Tobacco Company
Istanbul, Turkey

Tahir Xvali.Han
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GARY TOBACCE COXMMPPANT
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GARY TOBACCO COMPANY
630 FIFTH AVENUE
NEW YORK, N. Y.

.

Kr. F. W, Bell
Gary Tobacco Company
Istanbul, Turkey

fenir Xvall Han
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ALID AUOXA MIN .
HINOS HYVd TVHLNAD OV
JJ0HSSY "H SANOOVL » . \
. - : . : s

Monsieur N.Balabanoff
Ministre Plénipotentidre de Bulgarie
Ankara,Turquie.




THE AMERICAN TOBACCH COMBANY OF THE ORIENT ORIENT 18

INCORPORATED
g, BUETH AVENUE
New Yory, N

kr. 4. M. English, Branch Janager

Izwir Branch '

The American Tobacco Company of the Orient
Posta Kutusu 222 :
Tzmir, Turkey




Ko AvEN e
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June 6, 1944

Mr., J. M. English, Branch Manager
Izmir Branch
The American Tobacco Company
of the Orient
Izmir, Turkey

Dear Mr. English:

This will serve to introduce the bearer, Mr. Ira
Hirshmann, who is Planning to visit Turkey in the
near future, - .

Any courtesies you may show to Mr. Hirshmenn during
his stay in Turkey wil; be appreciaeted.

With kind regards,

: P. H:. Gorman~
SHB President




