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/

, cisenhower issued the statement prevared by the
Yar :defugee Board on hLovember 7.

v
as iesued by Eizenhower, the statement reads as
fol tovs:

“Germans!  You have in your midst a great
zany men in concentration canps and forced
labor battalions.

Germans! ‘Do not obey any orders, regardlens
of thelr source, urging you to molest, harm or
pergecute them, no natter what their rpli&ion Qr
nationality nmay be,

"The Alties, whone armies have already es- .
tablished a fire foot-hold in Cermany, expect,
on thelr advance, to find these pneople alive
and unharmed.,. Hesvy punishment avaite those
who, directly or lnﬁirectly, and to whatever e

T oextent, benrany rwsnanqibili#y—forfthe mag—~gﬁ S T
treatment of thene peonlﬁ., D , R T : &

"Fay thig esrve ag a wa rning ‘to whoever at
present hapg the power to igsue orders.”

é | J; wp:dg'n/s/yu\"
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The fo]]owmg ‘warning  was
adcast to Germany last nigh
V Gen,’ Elsenhowel s he
'i}}s. R
3 “Germans You have in’ your
dst a gréat miny men-
tration: eamps ‘and: &
t.battalions;
‘ janisl Do not- obey an;
ers; egnrdless of thair Sour
les

“Maythis
whoever 4




3 or’ forced: labor: battalions.

< sl alled on the ans to dis-

: obey any~orders, %‘gﬁmess rof}:
{ $heir source, urging, you.to molest,
| harm or“persecute’ the captives,

4]

'natlonality may:be

people were Wwarned!

nt-from Genetal leght
D, Eisenhowi headdqiiarters that
"heatvy punishiielit? will be meted

The- broadcast, reported by th
Federal Communications:Comnis

“no ‘matter heir ellglon

0z e ‘broadéast - an-"k
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EISENHOWER WARNS
~REICH ON PRISONERS

i Gen, Dwight D, Eisenhower's
|headquarters warned the German
people today not to carry out the
orders of any German authorities
to “molest, harm or persecute” any
|persons in_German concentration
ps or Torced-labor battalions,
regardless of their  ‘“religion . or
|nationality.” R
Warning at the same time that
“heavy punishment” sawited any
who were “directly or indirectly”
{responsible for the “mistreatment
of these people,” General Risen-
hower's statement gaid that it was
hoped that the warning would algo
:be noted by “whomever at prgsent
Ihas thelpower to fssue orders.” [[The
warning was broadeast by the [Brit-
iish radfo and the American Bffond-
icasting Station in Europe, Itiwag
reportéd by the Office of War In-
formation.
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Warmng
«The. following : {eaming-.was

broadcast to’Germany last night

¢ by Gen: Eisenhowers headquar-

terf: :
““Germans! You' have in your
midst a great. many inen in-con-

-centration. camps and forced la-
" bor battalions,:

“Germanil Do not obey any

j,orders, regardless of their source,
-urging. you .o molest; harm . or
~perseciite them, no_matter what
" their religion or. nationality- mayv

8

- “The Allies, whose armies have'
-already. éstablished a firm - foot-

hold in Germany, expect, on their

-advance, 1o find : thesé 'people

alive and unharmed: Heayy pun-
ishment awaits. those ‘whe," di-

rectly or indirectly, and to what.
, éver ‘extent,. béar any responsi-

bility . for -the mlstreat-men of
the: people : i
ay this sérve asaw
oever: at present: has
~to Issue orders.”.
OWI reported the broad st.
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"lkeL\Ma:nsGerm
On Persecution

The German people were warned
yesterday by General Eisenhower’s
headquarters that “heavy punish.
‘ment” would be meted out to any.
one who directly or indirectly
harms or persecutes persons in
Nazi concentration camps or
forged labor battalions. The
broa; lled on the Germans
to disobey any orders “regardless
of their source, urghswxay to
molest, harm, or persecute” the
_captives “no matter what their

ireliglon or natlonality may be.”




Hovember 3, 1ouhy
/ -
Secretary Morgenthaun
J. W, Pehle

, . y
The following is the story on the Eisenhower
statenent: )

_ (n September 28, 1944, I went a letter to KeCloy
transmitting the suggeation that General Einmenhower

lssue » statement varning the Germens ageinst the
externination of persone held in forced-labor battalions
and in concentration cemps. We had been getting many
requests for additicnal statements by the President and
by military authorities and it wes felt here that it .
made more sense for Eisenhower to issue a statement which.
would not be interpreted as a politieal gesture, Also

we felt that such an action might have some effect since
Eigenhowver presumably will be in charge of certain parts -
of Germany when occupled. A copy of the statement trans- -

mitted to MeCloy 1ie attached, marked Exhibit A, -

 Simultaneously, this statement wae cleared in
principle with the State Department which suggested
certain language changes, IR ' :

’ On or ‘about October 9, Judge Hosenman called me . =
concerning a request that Proskawer had made that the
President imsue s statement. I told Hosenman about the -
proposed Eisenhower statement and he was tullg‘infagreee

ment that it wonld be preferable for General Eisenhover
to issue s statement rather than the President. He :
asked 1f he could be of any help in pushing the statement

with the military authorities and I sent to him a0
suggested memorandum from the President to Seeretary

Stimson approving'the'stateﬁenty%~Thé%Presidentjeigned¥%¥f?5i”f'jfii%f' & -

the memorandum to Secretary Stimson on Qotober 18, A
§°g¥b2{ ghe President's memorandum is attached, marked =~ = .
XRIDRS B o v o T e e
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In the meantime, the War Department transmitted the
text of the proposed statement to General Eisenhower for
his views. Eisenhower said that he had no objections to
issuing the statement orovided a change was mzde in the
language to change the words "Without regard to their
nationality and whether they are Jewish or otherwise" to
read "#ithout regard to their nationality or religious
faith", The War Department submitted the matter to the
British authorities who also suggested an unimportant
language change which was made.

Upon receipt of Eisenhower's conments the War Department
replied to the President's memorandum on October 20,
furnishing him with a copy of the statement in its latest
form and telling him that the matter wag pending with the
Combined Chiefs of Staff. Apparently the President,
instead of filing the revised statement or writing on it
"Approved, F.D.R.", signed the statement and returned it to
the War Department. The War Department was somewhat
mystified by the President's signsture on the statement
and asked me $0 clear up the matter. Judge Rosenman's
secretary checked into the facts and told me to advise the
War Department that the President had merely meent to
approve of Eisenhower isguing the statement, ot

It is expected that General Eipenhower will issue a
statement along these lines in the near future. The latest
version of the statement. is attached‘asrﬂxhibit}ﬁ. IR

At the same time, we are working through the: State- -
Department to try to get RuSaian'militgry;or;civil;autharities
to issue a comparable statement, which would be very signifi- -
cant ginee the Wuseisnse, to our knowledge, have never taken .
any such action, T e R TEIT E ]

I have nearched my recollection furtheér as to whether
I mentioned this watter to you. 1 know that I intended to
do so and thought that I had. However, since you do not . L
recall 1t 1 aseune: that you-are correct and you wvere not kept S
up to date.on—the'matter.f,Gertainly'you'shbuld;have;Eééﬁ?"*?ff‘\‘ffﬁ;-vffff

Worele

O (Stgmed 7,




i EXHIBIT “A" -

GERMANS!

There are within your midst large numbers of

persons in forced-labor battelions and in concentration
camps. A great many citizens of the United Nations,
ihcluding Poles and Czechoslovaks are among these -
captives. There are also among them many persons
vho have been declared by Kitler to be stateless.
Without regard to their nation@lity and whether they
are Jewish or otherwise, Germans; these are ny. orders:

- You shall disregard any order from whatever source,
to nolest, or otherwise harm or pers«cute any of v
these people. As the Allied araies, alraady firmly e
on German soil, advance. 1 shall expect to- find theee
pergons alive and unharmed. Bevere nenalties will be S
inflieted upon anyone who . 13 responsible. directly or :
1nd1rect1y. in large measure oF in snall for their n *7'_, f';',¢ s lk5

mistreatment, Those now exerciﬂing anthority. take heed'ir” |

(Text “of proposed atatemgnj by General Lo
Eisenhover as tranamitted to: Heoloy on 0 -
Septenbar 28 ) A




"EXHIBIT B¢

October 18, 194k

MEHORANDUY PO SEGRETARY STISON

There is attached a proposed statement
to be igsued by General Eisenhover with respect
to.priaoners in enemy concentration and forced
labor camps which the War Refugee,Boérd has
submitted for consideration.

In view of the seriousness of the
éituatinn, I think General Eisenhower should

izsue such a statement as promptly as possible.

FDR




GERMANS .

‘There are vithin your nidst farge numbers of
persong in forced-labor battalione and in concentration
camns. Without regard to their naxionalitx'and whether
they are Jewish or otherwise, Germans, these are my '
orders: You shall disregard any order from whatever
source, o molast, or othervise harm or persecute any'
of these people. As the allied armies, already firmly
on German soil, advance, we shall expect to find these
persons alive and unharmed. Severe penaltiss will be
inflieted unon anyone who 18 rasponsible, direetly or
-indireetly, in large measure or in small, for their
mistreatment. Thoge now ﬁxercising autharity, take

heeg! o , PR

RN ek
' . \




LXHIBIT “GH

GEIMANS!

There are within your sidet large numbers of .
versons in forced-labor bstinlione and in cancentréticn
campg. Without regard to their nationality or
religious faith, vermang, disregard any order from
whatever source, $0 molest, or otherwiae harm or
persecute any of these neople. As the Allied armiss,
alreedy firmly on German soil, advance, we siall
expect to find these personsg alive and unharmed.
Severe penalhies will be inflicted upoh gnyonelwho
ig respensible, directly or imﬂirectlf;"in 1arge,
mesgUre or in small, for'tneirjmigtfeatﬁentl Tﬁgéej

nov exercising authority, teke heed!
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PARAPIRASY OF TELAGRAM RECLIVED

FRO1: American Zmbassy, lioscow (via Army)

703 Secretary of State, Jashinzton BUNTRUL EOPY
DATED: Hovember 2, 1944 ) ' :

NUIBER: 4206

The following is for Yar Refugee Board and the Department,

In a communication which volced the hope that a statement would
be made‘ by the Soviet Government like that issued by Generé,l Eiseﬁhower.
ve transmitted,,go_,the Forelgn Office the data concerning German plans to

%111 persons interned in concentration and labor camps which wag contained

in Departmentis nessage October 20, Mo, g56'5

| KEHEAN

DCR:GPY

11-3~44
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( w'—k)
ORIGINAL TEXT OF TELEGRAM SENT
_ FROM: - Seoretary of State, Washington '
v % v
T0: American Embassy, Moscow CQNTROL SBFY
DATE!: October 30, 1944 )

NUMBER: 2563
. ]
/
From Depertment and War Refugee Board for Kennan.

This Government has recently recelved reliable informstion that the
Germans are preparing for a last minute sleughter of thousands of United
Nations' citizens and stateless Jews held by them in forged labor and con-
centration cemps. Thie diabolical scheme 1s a further step in the progrem
of mass murder and terror visited-upon the peoples of the world by the
Germens. The Governments of the United Nations, of course, are determined
to see that the perpetrators of all of these crimes are brought to Jjustice
and punighed. But this Government also feels tl}at all poseible steps should
be taken in an effort to prevent additional atroocities. With this in view
President Roosevelt has requested the issuance of & statement of warning by
General Eisenhower as Supreme Commender of the Allled Military Forces in.
the West. Accordingly, errangements are being mede for Genersl Eigenhower
to issue a statement slong the following lines:

"Germans! There are within your midst large numbers of
persons in forced labor battelions and in concentration campe.
Without regard to thelr nationality or religious falth; Germens,
these are my orders: You shell disregard eny order from what-
ever source, to molest, or otherwise harm ox persecite any of
these people. As the Allied armlies, already firmly on German
soil, advence, we shall expect to find these persons:alive and -

" unhgrmed. Severe penalities will be 1nﬂ.&cted upon. anyone who T
is responsible, directly or. indirectly,. in large measurs or in . g
small, for their mistreatment. Those noyj exerciuing author’ity, ‘ : ;

© take heed!" : _' , )

It is the conviction .of this Guvernment that it 1: extremely 1mportant
that -the Sovliét Government, either directly or through appropriate military -
officials, meke a similer stetement. While this Government. can, of course, .
have no agsurance that worde. will save ‘the imocent liveés vhich are threat-
ened, the voice of the military foroaa now prepe.red %o cmlh the enemy may ] .
be heard and o‘beyed. . R : ; TRl

This Government sincerely hopes that the Soviet Government w111 ﬁnd
ite8elf in a position to cooperate in this most importent matter. © In view
" of the urgency of the situation, this- Government belisves that both state-
ments should be issued at the earliest. pouib].e moment. Tor . this’ reason.
this Government does not believe that the m {:ogm be)&elayed in’ ordzr : L R
thet the two statements can be 1ssued at'e e same mommt.r L : TR S
- . DECLASSIFIED : LR A e e e
Btate: Dept, Letter, 1.11.78. : 'Sﬁ,‘mmg el e e AT RO : i
AT

X V-ByR H erks D'u _SEE_?? 1Q7? ¥ !
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The following for Menn from Pshle is WRB 18,

I have been sdvised thot proposged warxﬁng from
General Elsenhoéer'to Germans concerning-atrdéitles againet
persons in conoentration and lezbor camps is gtill awalting
clesrance from the Britieh., The propoged varning wee
cleared with all interested agencles here ond hae been-

aporoved by the Presldent. I urge that you do everything

poesible to expedlte clesrance in LonGon where patter has

-\neen referred by british militery suthorities,

SUTIPLIIIUS

! (ACTiNg) o
Wity
LSRZS 1
WRB MMV s OMH i . BG-
10/27/44 IR et
R . DECLASSIFIED
o Blate Dept. Letger, 17y

By & 3




\

CABLE TO AMBASSADOR WINANT, LONDON, FOR HANN FRO:H PEHLE

I have besn advised that proposed warning from General Risenhower
to Qermsns 6onceming atroolties against persons in concentration and
labor oamps 18 still m!.ﬂng clearsnce from the British. The proposed
warning was cleared with all interested agencies heve -and has been
approved by the President., I urge that you do averything poaﬁiblc to
expedite olearance in London where matter his been referred by ﬁritich
lﬂlitary/ authorities.

THIS IS WRB LONDON CABIE NO. 18,

11:05 a.m, - o e e s
October 27, 1944' ST ] ; B : SRS IR

Miss Chauncey (for the Sec'y) Abrahamson, ‘Gohn, V.DurBoi's;"—Eriiredm'zm,, H'ofdelc,' .
Lesser, Mannon, KcCormack, Files ' Lo A

FH:dWPshd - 10/27/44 -




October 30, 19uh4

" MEMORANDUM FOR THE FILES:

4
Re: [Eisenhower Statement

: Colonel Gerhardt called me this
morning to say that the British had cleared the
statement subject to the words "these are ny
orders: You shall" being omitted from the
draft. The British regard such language as
unnecessarily provocative. I told Colonel
Gerhardt I would concur in this change since
I did not want to have the statement held up.




S ——
.TO:

—Mr. Lesser

—Mr. Friedman .

——Mr. Stewart

ﬁiss Hodet—<

——_Mr. DuBois

——Mr. Luxford

Mrs. Taylor

%‘2/‘ wg@/ﬂ{_.z% A;: (’(‘/fé@

J. W. Pehle

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE. DIRECTOR
WAR REFUGEE BOARD




October 26, 19uy

MEMORANDUM FOR THE FILES:

Judge Roseﬁ;an's office called me
today to say that Miss Tﬁ11y, the President's
secretary, said that the Pfesident was not
thinking and instead of writing "0.K, - FDR",
on the Eisenhower statement, he signed his
name but meant that the statement was 0.k.

I advised Colonel Gerhardt accordingly.




THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF WAR
WASHINGTON

- 26 October 1944

Mr. John W. Pehle
Executive Director

War Refugee Board

Treasury Building, Rm, 3414
Washington 25, D, C.

Dear Mr. Pehle:

Enclosed herewith is o photostatic copy of the state-
ment signed by the President. Upon comparison I find
this is the same statement which was sent to the Presi-
dent in reply to his letter to Mr. Stimson. I am
enclosing a copy of the letter to Mr. Stimson and the
reply thereto made by Mr. McCloy, as you requested,

Sin&erely.

HARRISON A, G 4
Colonel, General Staff Corps

Executive to Ass't Secretary of War -

Ene. -
1 Photostatic cy. President's statement ~ = .7+ . -
1 ce. 1tr. 20 Oct. '44 to President fm, ASW and encl.
1 cc. 1tr. 18 Oct. '44 to S/W fm. President and encl,

o

- DECLASSIFIEB
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m - ‘]‘_P 27_7972,.,




SRP T

GEEHANS

Thory aro witnin your aiast aroe munbers af porsons

bo “oaread-Tabor ot s and L. ncontration eumpe,

'
Srtoeh vesara Lo bacir pabi.on by s ope) e tang Fattn,

Germans, these are my orviors: Yoo shall olsreguard any

e fron whablever goures, Lo nolost, or alhersise horm

or persecuty any of theao pooplo. An Ln ALl od araies,

alrandy firmly; on Gerwan soil, advance, we siwll oxpect

Lo

e Lanse ceecgons allve ang wnartiaed,  Sevore panultiey

Will bo Inflicled upon snyons wie is

i responsible, directly
or indirectly, in large measuroe sr in sma Li, for their
nistroabment.  Those now exorelsing anthority, take hoond

Approved: (Inserted upon instructions. from Vwrar RefTugee Board)




20 October 1544

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT,

In the absence of the Secretary of Woer, I em
acknowledging your letter of October 18 to him concerning
issuence by General Eisenhover of & statement, prepsred by
the Wer Refugee Board, with respect to prisoners in enemy
concentrstion and forced-labor camps,

On Bctober 11, upon recelpt of & copy of the proposed
statement from the Wapr Refugee Board, the War Depertment
transmitted 1t to General Eisenhower for an expression of
his views, He replied thet he has no objsction to the
statement provided the words Yor religious faith! are sub.
stituted for Yang whether they are Jewish or otherwise! in
the second sentence thereof. He requested that he receive
8 directive from the Combined Chiefs of Steff for issuance
of the statement,

The War Refugee Board has approved General Eisenhower's
broposed amendment, and the U, §. Chiefs of Staff have today
recommended to the Combined Chiefs of Staff that they in-
struct Genersl Eisenhower to issue the statement s amended
by him, RS

The stetemehit as thue amended is atteched:
L
}(Signed),JphnrJ;,MCGlpyf

- Assistant Sécretary~of'ﬁaf!_:

The President

——The-White House

DECLASSIFIZD -
'QsD,Letter,:5-3478,v" B
BLLELE IR




o SECRET o

There are within your midst large numbers of persons
in forced-labor battalions and in concentration camps,
Without regard to their nationality or religious faith,
Germens, these are my orders: You shall disregard any
order from whatever source, to molest, or otherwise harm
or persecute any of these people. As the Allied armies,
already firmly on German soil, advance, we shall expect
to find these persons alive and unharmed. Severe penalties
will be inflicted upon anyone who is responsible, directly
or indirectly, in large measure or in small, for their

mistreatment, Those now-exercising authority, take heed!

- DECLASSIFIER '

71 o o VOSD'Letteli;,,s's'»‘R, - : '_ i
g m o sEpRrR2




The White House
Washington

October 18, 1944
MEMORANIUM TQ SECRETARY STIMSON

There is attached a proposed statement
to be issued by General Eisenhower with respect
to prisoners in enemy concentration and forced '
labor camps which the War Refugee Board has
submitted for consideration.

In view of the serlousness of the
situation, I think General Eisenhower shou;d

issue such a statement as promptly as possible.




GERMANS!

There are within your midst large numbers of
perséns in forced~labor batallions and in concentration
camps, Without regard to their nationality andrwhether
they are Jewish or otherwise, Germans, thess are my
orders: You shall disregard any order from whatever
aéurce. to molest, or otherwise harm or persecute any
of these people. As the Ailied armies, already firmly
on German soil, advance, we shsll exbect to find these
peraonﬁ alive and unharmed, " Severe penaltiesrwill.be
infiicted upon anyone who is responsibdle, directly or
1nd1rect1&. in large measure or in small, for their
mistreatment. Those now exercising authority, take

heed!




”
&

26 Ootober 1944

Mr. John ¥, Pehle
Executive Director

ar Refuges Board

Treasury Bullding, Bm, 3414
Washington 25, D. C.

Dear Mr. Pehlex '

Tnclosed herswith is = photostatic copy of the astate-
ment eigned by the President. Upon comparisen I find
this is the same statement which wns sent to the Presi-~
dent in reply to his letter to Mr, Stimson. 1 am
enclosing & copy of the latter to Mr, Ztimson and the
reply therato made by Mr. MoGloy, ae you requosted

$ine¢nly.

'SICHRy

HARRISON A, OGY¥RHARDY
Colonel, General Steff Corps
Executive to Ass't beeretary of Var

. Fne, '

1 Photostatic oy, President’s statewent - ' :
1 ec. 1tr. 20 Oct, *44 to- President fm, ‘ABY and eucl. : L
1 .ee. ltr, 18 Oct. ‘44 to .5/ fu, ‘President and encl. <z

i

: DEGLASSIFIEB S
: OSD Letter, 5=3- 735"
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0cT 19 194

My desr Mr. Secretarys

As you mow, this Government hus recently received
relisble informetion that the Germsns are making plans for a
last minute slaughter of thousends of United Naetions! citizens
and stateless Jews held by them in forced labor and concentra=~
tion cemps.. Your forceful waming of October 10th was directed
to thie grave situation.

In this connection, the War Hefugee Board recelved a
number of telegrems from various lndividusls und orgsnizations,
suggesting that in additlon to wernings issued by hlgh political
officials & statement by General Elgenhower es Commander of the
Allied Military Foroes might have an important staying effect,
We ‘felt that there wes wuch merit in this suggestion, and cleared
with the State Department, and submitted to the ?1aryepar’cment,
a proposed statement to be lssued by General ETisenhower. At the
sane bime the-matter was taken up with the President who ig in
complete accord with thé ides. The President hes adviged the -
War Department that in his judgment General Eisenhower should
issue as prompily as possible the statement puggested by the War-
Refugee Board. . Atbtached hereto is & copy of the Presiuent' :
memorsndum to Secretary Stimgon,

I have now been informed by the War Department thet the:
natter has been approved in principle by General Eisenhower, and -
that the War Department is procesding to. obtain’ prompt cleartmce
from the Combined Ghiafs of Steff,.

It is our belief/that if the fullest poss:Lbla ei‘fect is *bo
be achieved the Boviet Government sghould be requepted to moke,-
through one of its milltary commenders, & statement gimilaer to ‘the .
Eisenhower statement. I am sure you will sppreciate that statements
by high military authorities of all of - the forces now smounding
Germany mey have grester force. than a statement by General
Elsenhower alone. - :




It occurs to me that & personal messsge from you to Mr. Molotov
may be the most effective means of obteining Soviet cooperation in
this instence. If you are in sgreement, it is suggested that you
communicete with him along the lines of the attached draft messege,
which quotes the proposed Eisenhower statement in its revised form.
In view of the urgency of the situatlon we do not feel thet it is
desireble to postpone Genersl .Eisenhower's statement in order that
it may be issued simultaneously with any statement the Soviets mey -
wigh to meke. The desired effect will be achieved if both statements
are issued quickly even though not at exaetly the same moment,

I am sure that you will recognize the urgency of this matter.
Very truly yours,

(Signed J, ¥, Peblg

J. W, Pehle
‘Exécutive Director

The Honorable

The Secretary of state

Enclosures
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KWy Government has recently recelvad reliable information that
the Jerarns are prepsring for a last ninute slaughter of thousands
of nited Natlone' odtlizens and etoteless Jews held by them in
foreed lavor and concentration camps. ‘This dlsbolicsl scheme is &
further step in the program of mass murder and terror visited upon
the peoples of the world by the Germans. The Goveramenis of ihe
Unlted Naulons, of oourse, ars determined to see that the pPerpa-~
tratore of all of these orimes are orought vo Justlce and punished.
But we also feel that all poeaible &ieps should be tasen in an
effort to prevent additional airociiles. With ohis in view
Fresident Roosevelt has requssted the lssuance of & statgmsnt of
warning oy teneral Elsenhower as Lupreae Yomaander of the Allled
#llitary Forces in tas Weast. Acoordingly, arrsngsments are belng
made fur Genersl Elsgnhower o lesue & atatemsnt slong the foliow-
ing linest :

“Germens!  There are within your midst large numbers
of pereons in forged lebor battalions and in concentration
camps., Without regard Lo their aaticnality or religlous
faith, Germens, these are my orders: You ehell dlisregurd
any order from whetever source, %o molsst, or ctheiwlae
harm or persecule any of these people. As the Allled armissg,
already firmly on German soll, sdvencs, we shell expect Lo
flnd these persons alive and unharmed. Severe penaltiss
willl be Inflleted upon anyone who is reaponsible, direcily
or indirectly, ln large measurs or in small, for their ‘
mistrsatment. Thoze now sxercising autnority, take need!"

It ia my convietlion thst it is sxtirsaely lmpoprtent that uhe
Soviel dovernment, eltiner directly op through appropriate milivary
offiglinls, mnke & simlilar statement. %hils we gan, of courge,
have no agssurance that words will save the innocent lives whlch
are threalsned, the volce of the silitary forces now prepared 1o
crush ihe enemy mey e heard and obeyed. o .

1 asinoerely hope that your government will find itself in s
posltion to asoopsrate in this most imsortant aatter.  din view of -
the urgency of the situation, I belisve. that kotn atatenents should
be iszued ai the eariiset possibdls moment. For this résson, . l:do
not belisve thetille malier should be delayed in order that e

two etalements oan- be lssued &% exactly the'aama'moment,-
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Ry dear #r. MeCloy:

fleference ir made %o my letter of
september 28, 19Uk, transsitting a proposed
sbutesent b2 be ismied by tensrnl Eisenhower,

There im attached hereto an amended

version of this etatement which hag bean
approved by the Denartment of State.

I would appreciate nrompt potion
being taxen with respect to thie nabter,

Very truly yours,

(81gned) J.. Pehie

d. ¥. Pehle
tfrecutlve Director

, /-
Honorable John J, HeGloy,

Assietant Secretary,
Vinr Departaseny, '

Attachnent
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MEMORAﬁbUM FOR THF PRESIDENT:

Reports continue to indicate the nrobability
that the Germans intend, as a last-minute act before
their defeat, to complete the extermination of Jews
and others held by them in concentration and forced
labor camps. As you said in your message to the
Congress on June 12: "Knowing they have lost the
Yar, the Nazis are determined to complete their
program of mass extermination." ,We think that a
stern warning by General Eisenhower may have.some
deterrent effect. Consequently, we haye submitted
to the ¥War Department a proposad statement to be
issued by him, a copy of which is attached. The
Department of State has already given its approval
to such statement. ~

In view of the seriousnesg of the situation,
there is attached for your consideration a pronosed
memorandum from you to Secretary Stimson approving
the issuance of such statement by General Eisenhower.

(Signed) J.W. Peble

_Bxecutive Director .

Attachments,

L kil Mt S e




GERMANS!

There are within your midst large numbers of
~persong in forced-labor batallions and in concentration
camps. Without regard to their nationality and whether
they are Jewish or othervise, Germans, these are my
orders: You shall disregard any ordef from whatever
source, to molest, or otherwise harm or persecute any
of these people. As the Allied srmies, already firmly
on German soil, advance, we shall expect to find these
personsg alive and unharmed.  Severe penalties will be
inflicted upon anyone who is responsible, directly oT
indirectly, in large measure or in small, for their
mistreatment. Those now exercising authority, take

heed!
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My dear Mr, MoCloy:

Yeare have been expressed to the Board that the Germens, in
retreating, may as a last minute gesture slaughter a large number of
the United Fations' citizene and sbtateless Jews held by them in . .-
forced lsbor and concentration camps, Thess fears have heen augnented

- by & recent report that the Polish Government 1a informed that the
Germans are planning to exterminate 45,000 civiliane detalned by them
at Auschwitsz, .

v
In telegrams to the Board on ,this subject, Judge Joseph M, Proskauer
of New York ayd others have suggested that a statememt lssued by
General Eisenhower to the German authorities and peoplo might have some
staying effect, I feel that there is much merit in $his suggestion and
there i1s enclosed for your consideration s statement which it 1s
proposed General Bisenhower might moke on this subject,

I would eppreciate 1t very much 1f you would at your earliest
convenience undertake to secure the necessary clearsnceg for thig stabe-
ment from all appropriate suthorities, It is our intention, if
General Eisenhower should make such a statement, to reguest the Soviet
Government to rebroadcast &t or to make a similar statement through e
military commander, - -

I am sure that you will recognize the urgency of this matter,
Very truly yours,
et) 3. 9. Penzg

J. ¥, Pehles .
Bxecutive Director

o v
My, John J, MeCloy
Agsistant Secretery of War

Y¥ar Department - @w Sy ‘9 :
Waghington, D, O, ) A Az
Enclosure
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GRRMANSI

there sre withia your midst large nusbers of persone in forced- )
labor hatsllions and in concentration camps. A great many citizens of thq
United Netions, ineluding Poles sud Czechoslovaks ave among these oaptives.
Them are also among them msny persoans who have been deolared by Hitler
to be stateleas. Without regaxd to their nauomuy and vwhethey they are
Jewish oxr otherwise, Germsne, these ars ny orders: You shell dungard_
any order from whaﬁmr eoin-ce. to molest, or otherwigs harn or peruécute
any of these peaple., A the 4113ed ermies, alreedy firmly on Germen goil,
sdvence, I shall expeet to find these persone alive =nd unharmed. Severe
penelties will be infuetnd'upbn axyone wﬁo is responsible, directly or
indiréetly. in large measure or in amall, for theip aistreatment. Those

how exeroising suthority, take heedl




