Sweden




_".. - e e b - - R}

_Copy for the Wa.x' Refugee Board, Washington, D. C

Stocitholms: Bnakilda. Benk A,B. , " ]
Stockbholm . o . ) '

Dear Sirs: . ,

I enclose chack for 200,000 Swédlsh kronor which I
request th.at you deposit to the credit of Mr, Raoul Wallen-
berg. FPlease acknowledge rece:l.pt and crediting of - this .
check,

Smerely yours,

. . - . .
. Iver Cse Olsan
= : Financial. Attaché :

Enclosure — 1
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- Er, Iver.C. Dlasn,

L THWIRAg 0/23)/10

Dear Ivexi-

Your letter of iugast 10, 1944, marked *pareonal snd

sonfidentisl® bas boen racoived and hed been reed with great

interest. Once again I want to congratulate You onm the fine
Job which you have besn dolng for us in Swmeden. I personally
appreciate very auch the time and affort which you nmve given
to our programa, : : ’ :

The Ltoms asndlensd in your lstter reguiring forpal
Board action have besn taken cars of Ly ocables. In %his letter
I vant %o teke up the guéestion you have raised sonesrning fudurs -
Var Aefugwe Board mctivitiss and the poaeibllity of your being
Tolleved of this work in a fow montas. It iw our intention to
wind up the Yer Hefuges Bosrd 2» such as aoon as hoatilisian
casse in Jurope. ZSince thad date now tppears -ressonably: imminent,
I suggeat that you begin wow to eonsider the winding up of your
Har Hefugoe Bosrd work in Stookholn, We bave already arrasnged
Tor the olesing cut of cur work in Portugal and Spain by Daceaber 1

An view of the »ililary situstion in Franse and we ‘contampinte thed

our representatives in sther aress will gradually do.ihe same, -

 Asvordingly; as matdars now ntand; I-gee no reason why you san

not enticipate cloening up your Was Esfuges Board ‘work by the end
of Hovember, I am ssnding a copy of this note Lo Harry nite who'
*113 undonbledly write you eonowraing your Treagury ackivitiag,

| Bith kindest personal i‘oggr_dé, :
iy,

- (Stgned) Jona

Finanoclal Attache, -
United States Legaticn,
8tnokholm, Br-dmv. R
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LEGATION OF THE

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

PERSONAL AVD spmupmmums Stockholm, Sweden”
» ' August 14, 1944 '

Dear John: ‘ . . ;
Since writing the foregoing letter, I had lunch with
- the First Secretary of +the Swedish Legation in Budapest,
who is here for a short while, He is a fine chap and had
many interesting comments to make, He said Wallenberg is
worxing very hard and doing everyting possible, which itenms
he has also emphasized to the Poreign Office, He considers
the situation in Hungary far from settled but he is confident
that the Hungarian Government will continue to ease the Jew—
ish situation so long as control is in their hands a=nd not “in
German hands, This is, however, the big question. He is very
sievtical as to the possibility of bringing to Sweden the -
2,000 odd Jews who, up to now, have been issued Swedish papers.
He stated that both the Hungariansand the Germans had agrsed
to provide transit visas {actually th2 Gsrman Legation in
Budapestgave him »nersonally the official assurances), but
later the Germans said these must be a quid »ro quo, which
was that the rest of the Hungarian Jews of working age must
be delivered to German lebor camps. This chan is nositive
that the only real constructive move to be made Just now is
to zet as many Jews as possible into Sredish camnns, and then
extend the Swedish protection to as maony others as nossible.,
I thoroughly agres and thet is why 1 am so anxious to press.
the 3wedish Red Cross in this matter. He slso indicated, and‘
" please lLeep this as versonal, that we should not take without
a grain of salt the hopeful enthusiasm of the I.R.C. uman there
who apparently drinks a lot and hes delusions of grandeur, B
but very little in the way of practical judgment in. approach-
ing the problem, ' - o

2.

el RN
He sald that even he did not believe some of - the: atrocities/
until ne himself was an eye—witness, He went over to-a: brick ;
~factory where they had over 10,000 Jews herded in. an. area so
small that they were forced to stand up closely ‘pac¥ked together
for five days, old peosle and young. children alike, without
any sanitary facilities. ‘He saw them himselfl standing there, o
and zlso being loaded into box cars, sighty (he said 80 were. . |
counted out very carefully) into each cary after which ‘the
Coors were nailed shut, He said many disd just standing:in - T
th2 hrick factory. He also said that young girls-of 14 and 15 - - SRR
vers Soing stolen on the -sireets, taken into other aress where il ERRTUR
they had "war whore" tatoded on -their -arms, ~ Some of them,. X '
joung Hungarian Jewesses of good family, had-been ohserved as
far vy as Hamburg, He'lamented'verjrmuchcthéftbtalflackiof' :
courage anong the Hungarian Jews, since they could 4 sso much
to help themselves even when they Xnew it was only wterof : T
a short time before they would bs- killed. - He-spid -4t was very = | - T
difficult to-escuape dnto Humenia or Yugesliavia bacause-the : S
country was too @en and tha Jews ars too. terrified.:  He mentioned
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that all Hungarian Jews escaping into Rumania are greeted
with open arms by the Rumanian authorities; sign long state-
ments as to how badly the Hungarians treated them, and how
well the Rumanians greeted them, The Rumanians will produce
these after the war, .

Pd
Ve

Sincerely,

%;,\
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Exdcutive Director .
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‘ PERSONAL AND YERNUNENSNANEN " Stockholm, Sweden

fugust 10, 1944

Dear John:

Another letter for the purpose of giving you some of
the background with respect to the situation here, which
it is not possible to supply in my various cables, First
of all I want to say how much T appreciate the strong
support you are giving me on the various programs, It not
only has been a great help in keeping things active here,

but has been very important to me personally for reasons
which you will understand,

I have continued +to be terribly busy, but just now
things seem to be much better organized and I'm able to
push ahead on my various other Autiss ag well, The next
time you write I would like very much to get your views
as to what you consider future W.R,B, activities will be,
I have been going on the assumvtion that it will wind up
with the close of the war in Europe, It is important to

. me since it soon will be a year since I've left home and I
! Wwill be most anxious to be back with my family towards the !
" end of Wovember, even if I have to g> back to the field -
after a while until matters are cleansd up. Consequently,
I thought that perhsps you should be thinking abhout g re—
placement if you have any long-term plans, I anm raising
the same mattsr with Mr, Yhite shortly, as well as our
.other friends; since I don't want to walk away and leave
anything until appropriate arrangements have béen made to
carry on whatever work is essential, On. the other hand,
I am sure you will understand that -T am disturbed about
being away from Mildred and the boys too long without re—-
turning at least for a whils, g S : i

Jith the longer nights now arriving, - my Baltic opera~ S
tions are now begiming “to: show results, although tliey are
very difficult, "4s I cabled you, I Tost my man- Vokietaitils, -
which upset me very much, and had. a most gerious effect on:i ix
our Lithuanian operations, to say nothing: 6f “losing our best ™
source of Baltic intelligence.‘”He'had'shipped_intojLithuaniaﬂ
to complete all the rescue arrangements:nersonally, and the.
first hint .of bad news -came when he or anyone:else‘failedftb"
show up at the appointed place when the boat went after him
the .following week, The same thing happened when the boat
went the next week, and it was on the third: trip that the -
evacuees reported-he. had been captured and shot -by the Ger— -
mang,---He-was-a-hell of a'fine,-fearless fellow:and  tue most -
skillful operator T had; ‘There are several ‘things I:could .-
dO’td_tryjand_rescue,him,-but,I,am afraid to:.do it :in éase . -
(a) ne is simply caught behind the lines for.the time being,
in which case anything T did to stir things ‘up would only > -

. focus attention on the fact that h s’ over -there, or:{b)q
i3 .in a German prison;.in”Which,o;Vefanythingilrdid:might?
blow the story he has told the Germans, and.get hia shot. 2
stroightaway. Conzequently; ‘all I-ca1'd0»just*npwvisptdvkeepj

"the,boatggoihgf'ﬁith;theahopé”he—willi"bw?up;'*There,is'éa.%”

“pm

Stale D




- mand of the areas in which rescue overstions in: their

_troubla—m akers,

“got a promise-from ‘the Swedish ¥

tremendous numoef of political, religious and racial refugees
hiding in the Lithuanian woods in the greatest possible peril,
and these next two weeks are about all we have to work on, .

The Estonians are doing very well, and I'm damned pleased
with them, They are excellently organized with very good
technicians and equipment, including radio, and know their
business., Through secret arrangements with the General Staff,
which avoided a few score years of imprisonment for espionage,

I spoent several hours at their operations base in restricted

territory on the Baltic coast, and must say I was impressed,

They have already gotten about 100 people out of Estonia, and

through their excellent organization have made it possible for

2 or 3 hundred others to get out on boats not ours. I have

been getting a list of the persons gotten out and without ques—

tion they are people who are much wanted by the Germans, Thos

who are not politically compromised with the Germans are 1ntel—

lectuals who are certainly worth saving. As a rule, however,

most of them have had very active connections with the redently

organized Estonian National Committee which not long ago declar-
ed war on both Russia and Germany. This has somewhat complicat-
ed the picture, but I have continued operations on the basis
that these persons are most seriously comoromlsed with the Ger~

mans - over 700 of them have already been arrested and/or shot

by the S.S. and Gestapo. The Estonian operation looks like

it will last the longest, which hardly can be more than a month,

The Latvian operation is not going very well, although it
is just now starting to show a few results, This is due in
large part to the fact that there are very few Latvians in
Sweden, as a result of which 1t has been impossible to recruit
thor ourhly competent crews to carry out fhe opsrations Also,
I continue to be very uncertain of Salnais, both-as to hlS
voint of view an? ability, which sitwation I have made quite
clear to him with the hope that he would make every,effort to
show me that I was 1050 percent wrong TP can expect some. re-—
sults, but they will not be re 193V3316 7T am still satisfied,
however, tnat we put our chips on tna’oest Jocal bet zvailable,
even thougin it wasn't sureflre_J The Latvian show will al 3,in
211 srobadbility, be washed up in a coupleof weakg orAso;i' .

I have made it clear to all thres grouns :tijt tF ff‘boafs,
nust be delivered to me in Stock nolﬂ wnén denand;-andthat such
time will come at the latest whenever the Russiang: Hre'in com—~

Tkl

countries can be carried out, and when it ig: cl'm “the -

danger of Gsrwan persecution has cleéred. = L maof SENS 'hpwever;

that I feel very. sorry for these-Baltic »ecples tnev'a', 78
hell of a mess and- I s=22 no answer to-it. Sonm daJ Trwill tﬁll
you about it, I like the Istonians and ‘Lithuanians. vary mucb

they are *cglly fine. erpWe who can ‘moke this a. bntuﬁr world

Adive in, and betler because thov are 1njf' I don't arh uite)
tiie Latvians very much; largdely lLecauss
Zencral - tnndcnoj tovbe gulte wnrelinble,ai

“in; qulLP o:le
any: mo”o,; “e wP thu“w, 
‘,unatr4hanevnr B
Einlanﬂ (they hs

Hith the: PlnnLuh ultu tlon 100
not »ushing our nrogram in that ar

they undertake to nvacuaba bh@

rﬁonaotlvc"'

S Toam

W
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made very complete plans}, they would include in their trans-
portation nlans the evacuation of the Pinnish Jews, Heretofore,
however, I have had some hot goinz on the Finnish program, and
terporarily had almost the entire Jewish community in Sweden
mad at me, The truth of the matter was that they were dragging
their heels in the most unconscionable way, on one oretext or
another. The following is for your information only, but it is
only too true that the Swedish Jews don't want any more Jews in
Sweden, They are very comfortably situated here, have no anti-
semetic problems, and are very much afraid that an influx of
Jews will not only be a burden to them, but will create a Jewish
problem in Sweden, Consequently, vou will find them very inter-
ested in Jewish rescue and relief operations, so long as they
do not involve bringing them into Sweden, For example, the fact
that thousands of Jews got out of Denmark was due to a boldly
conceived and executed plan of the Swedish Socialstyrelsen ~
the Swedish Jews were most apathetic, In the case of the For~
wegian Jews, they were even frigid, since all these were of the
Dpoorer classes, They consider themselves a sort of Jewish aristo-
cracy and they do not want it watered down, No more striking
example could be found than the fact that a year or s0 ago about
thirty Jewish children, orphans, arrived from central Burope -
finally were taken into Christian homes, The Swedish Jews did
not want to be vothered., This was again illustrated in conneg—
tion with my recent cables regarding tha possiblity of getting
some Jewish children out of Finland - less than Tifty,” The
local community did not want to take any steps until full guar--
antess of American financial supsort were supovlied, There should
have been five hundred comfortable Jewish homes here available
without a moment's hesitation for these children on a temporary
basis. Their disinterest nay be further suggested by the fact
that not to this date has g representative of the Jewish com~—
munity ever been down to the pier to receive any of the evacuees
from Finland as they dribbled in. All of this has been done oy
Filseth of my office, including getting them through'immigration,'
customs, the Socialstyrelsen, and then to camp. .Only Filseth
kas been to the camp-to see how they ar gebtting along,

Another hsadache has been the Wolbe ‘gro
neaning but the most hopelessly-helpless-g
ed with. A1l thay can talk about is. Shanghai  and Ecuadorians 2
bassports, despite .my assursnces-that the~War}Refugee'Bqard'is
exploring all possible bets in that connection, and thst their
big task is to devise .something that Will’help'in,Lithuahia;j';*?;,
ilolbe's comprhension of the urgency of‘this problem perhaps hest -
may be suggested by the fact that the day after he received .
+10,000 for Tithuanian
vacation and. I haven't seen . hHim sinoe;-1This¢vaCationfitem;»by,_, .
-the way, is something “that. the Swedes take”Veryrseriously, and- v 70
is mo laughing matter if you are tryingitb'get;somethingrddﬁe,,‘
during that period, I '¥wag really-surpriéed;th&t~thefGormans L
rhavonl%~qaughtfdn7$andvdidn'tfté—éfSﬁéden’ianuly»,Sihcé?ﬁh‘fe’f o
was - scarcely -a bra n-left in: town ot gny time, ' Since & Swedish . s
General has approximately the individual ‘authority 1
of an Americanrsergéant,il,amfsurérthatithq:wholé.defehée'formula :
would have been-atrophied atithe verysstart, = .- PR e

up;;genuinelj:wéilf ,
roup. that 1 have work=

Phe Hungarian situstion o
not bvelieve that regcueon ev
consequence, at . Lo ; .

Voksrmudhvbettér;;alihcﬁghf,
acgation’0p9r,tiops’willﬂbér]
7.'{1,1;;1‘1}1{',"17(}6}17':‘1 wrbrangih ovia

rescue operations he went off on -a month's . -

cand initiative il

i
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. It looks like the old game of the Germans permitting their )
satellites to make a fine variety of gestures for the record,
but clamping down themselves at whatever point they become
involved., However, the situation is much better inside
Hungary wherever the Hungarian authorities have contact, but

the trouble is that in too many places the Germans have con-

trol and the Jews are simply disapnpearing, T talked with a
chap from Hungary yesterday wno had tried to find some Jewish
families. He said that the Jews are moved from camp to camp
until trace.is lost of them,;  He said an awful lot of young
Jewish children, particulsrly girls 14 and 15, are being stolen
on the streets and completely disapvear., As you know, anybody

has authority over them, The Jews are so terrified that they

now are simply hiding in their homes, He believed that if the

Jews weren't so terrified, the best thing they could do would

be to take off their yellow stars en masge, which would cause

80 much confusion, particularly because of the air-raids around

Budapest, that many of them could escape out into the country

wherc they could be hidden., He said that about 80 percent of

the Hungarian metropolitan population are quite unmoved by the

Jewish persecutions, and simply shrug their shoulders. The

others are too frightened to help., In the country, however,

things are much better. R

I get the impression indirectly that the Swedish Foreign
Office is somewhst uneasy about Yallenberg's activities in
Budapest, and perheps feel that he has jumped in with oo big =
splash. They would prefer, of course, to approach the Jewish
problem in the finest traditi.ng of Buropean diplomacy, which
wouldn't help too much., On the other hand, there is much to be
saild for moving around quietly on this tyne of work, In any
case, I feel that Wallenberg is working like hell and doing some .
good which is the measure, In a veek or so the Swedish Red Cross
is sending three men delegates to Budapest to: congtruct camps
for the Jews, which I think is the most tangible,thing—that can
be done for the moment, I have a stake in this orogram, T have
also arranged with Count Bernadotte that the Swedish Red C :
handle all negotiations. with Kleist and‘Boening'with,regardfto.'
the evacuation to Sweden of aoproximately 4,500 Jews in Germany
with South American visas, . It is understood that Berlin has
agrzed in principle to the idea,’but,the'nature'9f1the? !
tion involved will neot be available for a:few ‘days. Trcertainly
hope that it is sowething that can’ be considered, since it would-
be a substantial accomplishment,rbut am—rather‘dubious; e

It seems to ‘me thaot I must have run-down a thousand ‘or. 50,
straw possibilities in trying te’ obtain doncrete;results;;and{
wish that more of ‘them could have panned out; - You mizht: be
interested in one of them, which I did not repert for certain:
reasons, | As you know, Goerin,
vizo the 3wedish Countess von Rosen, through whieh marrTigge ol
Goerirg acquired a step-son, now a’ strajsping; nice chayp of” absut: -
'W25,uwho;isﬂxhehapplefoi;hisfeye = 'This’ step=son; Wwho ¥ S

Sweden {3wedish citizen, of course) visits Gosrin
and, in:fact; has his own}flat1infG0ering‘S'hOMQj,W'

well=known fact, even told o ne byrJews;whoikneijoariﬁgfpérf'
“the Jewish-

sonally, thaﬁ’Goeriﬁgrhas'been gre&tlygoppo3ed to

versecutions. but hasg nbt-been,strong,éHOUgh,to'stQp'th'a=:

sequantly, just before this step—son went to v tiGoering i
i brand had: s

g=3

Lliveg-dn

the latter part. of June, I?had'him'ovhhfhd:ﬁ o

rogss -

Proposi~ . -

g's Tirst wife (her second marrisge. )

“Cope—

i
!
i
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very strong talk with him. I pointed out that Goering would o
soon be on trial for his life and, after Amsterdam, Rotterdanm, j
Varsaw, etc., he would not exactly have many people on. the : :
other side of the fence who will testify as to- his beautiful :
soul. I suggested that both from the point of view of his own )
Swedish humanitarian instincts, as well as his affection for his
step-father, he should urge him in the strongest possible manner
to_do what he could to ease Jewish persecutions in the Balkans,
Poland, Thereiedstadt, and elsewhere, and to urge hiz to take
steps that would permit young children and 0ld people to get out
of Burope. This chap.seemed very impressed and said that he would
press the matter with Goering to the best of his ability, I
haven't seen him since, but without anything to base it on, I be-
" lieve that some guod has been done, . :

I am keeping very careful records of the funds you have sent
me to be used in my ‘discretion, and am now thankful that I have
- them, I will be gble to account for all of them, and I have

receipts for virtually the full amount. This is also true with
respect to my Baltic operations, where I have been able to get
excellent accounting and receipts against a large proportion of
the expenditures. Out of the funds which you have placed at my
versonal disposal the following are +the more important outlays, -
actual and proposed: ' ’ -

(A) Wallenberg left in a hell of a hurry with no E
P ) instructions and no funds for preliminary expenditures, i
. such as purchgse of easily carried barter articles for |
Hungarian relief, I placsd 10,000 kronor at his dis—
posal, 1In order to channel it through sn organization
so0 I could get a good receint, I gave it to hisg Aunt,
Countess Bondé who is head of the "Committee Ffor 4id to
Belgian Children", sarmarked for "Specizl Hungarian Re-
lief Activities."™ . . .

(B) On the basis of seversl urgent requests that Chief
Rabbi Ehrenpreis rsceived: from Bucharest- for relief ;
funds, I gave the Executive Committeelf0r~Relief,¢f," .
European ‘Jews 25,000 kronor, They.were able to get - 5

about 12,000,000 lei. for this, which will do'a lot. of .
good, The need of Rumanisan Jews for'food,and.clothingt'
is really desverate and it would be impossible te-do
enough. ‘Excellent channels are'availableffroh1Swede§;11

(C) I am trying to'get_QS,OQO tB'Wallenbérg,fhfough G
intermediaries who are in a:pogition to obtainrfavorable,

pengo rates on a satisfactory basig, . -

(D) I turned over 2,000 kronor/to lirs, Andersen for L
"svecial tranglating work and other services" with which .°
she hired a{Latvian,fiShing'bOatrto'go over:and=pick up.
20" anti-Fazis -in hiding. Thisg seemed a very:cheap gamble =
end-I will know the outcome -in s Few days; oot 0

(E) I—ihfbrmed»Count,Béfnadotte ‘that “the War Refuzee . S
Board was very interested in the'gerQSal;bf,cOthructing
camps for Mungarian Jews, and “thot we would donate™50;000. .. -
ot kronor to’further,the,program:Whén5all d¢tai157WQreQWorke'f
. ed out, . They were most appreciative and 1towill help = =
push early action, B : ST T




{F) I have told Mr, Cedergren's Committee, "Hjilp

- Krigeds Offexr", that I would place at their disposal
a special fund of 5,000 kronor which can be used +to
send food packages to families in concentration camps
of refugees here in Sweden who are penniless and have v !
no means of sending packages, This will be a strong o o
morale boost both to these people and their families.

_.(G) The only unreceipted expenditures are my own
personal outlays of about 300 kronor or so monthly.
in furtherance of our program, which heretofore I had
been charging to our friends on Constitution Avenue,

I surely hope you will continue to feel that everything
is going well here and will be satisfied in every respect. I
can assure you that I'm doing the best I can but it is dsmned
complicated going. One thing I would like your reaction to
is my idea of using the "Baltic flest" for Norwegian evacua-
tions when Baltic operations cease, which looks like it will
be about the first of September., Rescue operations through
- the Norwegian forests get very dangerous as soon as snow gets
" on the ground, but on the other hand sea evacuations should be
quite easy, with proper skill, during Sentember and October.

Perhaps you will be able to indicate your reactions,
My very best regards to 211 of you.

Sincerely,

CD e

P,3, Just got very good news that my Tdithuanian program is’.now
in good swing, almost 100 have gotten out, and Vokietaitisiap—:"
parently is safe, It looks like he got everything:organized - snd:
then got out through Latvia,. -~ =« = - SR SE R

1.6.0.
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Dear John: R | '},7 /

. I have been very anxious for some time to get settled
down so I could write you a personal pote as to the general
situation here. You will note that I“have not been sending
in monthly reports. as to W.R,B, activities since it was my-
conclusion that while the Program was in formulative stage
you would be able to get a rather clear i a of our activities
from the numerous cables we sent in.outlining specific pro-~.
jects, Once these programs get under!way, however, I will
keep you constantly advised of the results, I hope you will
find this arrangement -satisfactory, since I really have not
been in a position to do otherwise, : ’

‘The past two months have been extremely difficult, not
from the point of view of finding cooperation, but instead
from the difficulties of making the most of the cooperation
that was extended everywhere, and trying to shape it up into
something which would produce concrete results, Ag you prob-
ably have found, well-meaning people sort of kill you with
kindness in this type of work, and waste an enormous amount of
your time, On the average, I would say that my conferences
produce about one part of workable facts to nine parts of well
wishes, but the formula goes part and parcel with the problem
and cannot be avoided. Consequently, the only way -to' cope
with the problem has been to put in some terrifically long
working hours, and all along the line to peel off everything .
except the most essential phases of my various activities,

I also peeled off twenty pounds, but can't see that I'm exact-—
ly ruined, However, I must say that it is with some relief
that the major rart-of program development appears completed,
at least on the basis of current outlooks, and: that ‘it will be
possible for me to adjust my work so that everything will move
smoothly, . Z TR

In general I feel that things have gone very well  and that
good results will be obtained. Oneobstruction has:been the
Jealousies between various -relief organizations and the direis -
culties of bersuading them to work together towards an unqueg<. .-
tionably mutual objective, ‘Another hag been the difficulty-of .
making a:sound appraisal of the capacity of: certain. groups: to L
really carry out a complicated program and,obtain'therintended;*?
results, ~This has been particularly true of the Baltic group, -
They are  somewhat of a-eurious group aﬁdﬂI'am_npt]Entirely,suré,fi'
of their. attitude. However,: T am sure that these were ‘the only: -
groupsin a position to carry out the operations in question, so -
it became a matter of imposing the¢stfictest-pdssiblevcontrbls ST
upon ‘them ang then “simply hoping for the best, I am-least sure -
of -the-Latvian group, - due" to arvariety'of:elements.%fFor'dneﬂf
thing, there have been violent]anti¥semeticielementsjin Latvian. - .
politics, . and unquestionably the Latvians.themselvethave,shared}'

. greatly in the wars extermination offJews;-flnternal;pOliticsfi?, =
- are-so complicated that It is difficult to determine}with'whomff;i'
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political refugees are politically compromised. Similar dif-

ficulties are involved with respect to intellectuals. Consequent=- 1

ly, this program will be watched very closely as to actual results.
I am working on a substitute Latvian program through Storch, which
is somewhat fantastic and involves rescuing a group of Jews from
the Latvian ghettos through measures which will not endanger the
lives of the others, You will be advised when something takes
definite shape. It has possibilities and is a C,0,D, proposition,
So far as the Egstonian and Lithuaniam programs are concerned, I
consider them to be in competent hands and should produce results
in about two weeks unless the war situation in the Baltic cuts.

off operations,

‘Prospects in Norway look good and you will be advised. of
concrete results soon, In this instance we are benefiting from
excellent organization and communications. There seem to be no
current requirements in Denmark at the present time and my only -
Danish activity has been consulting with the local Danish relief
office with respect to providing parcels to Danish deportees in
Theresienstadt, Blockade authorities have recently permitted the .
shipment of food packages, but just at that time came several
rumors that the Germans had taken all occupants in Theresienstadt
of working age, or able to work, up to the age of 60, back to
Germany, I have suggested that the local office at least send as
many packages as possible to the older group, and make a sample
shipment to the others, So far as Poland is concerned, there are
certain groups heré quite active in Polish relief and seem to be
experiencing good results along limited lines., It is my definite
impression that we could expand these activities through financial
support, and a specific recommendation along those lines will be
furnished in the near future.

Nothing definite has shaped up with respect: to the Balkan
countries as yet, but I am convinced of the opportunities of
initiating certain actions from Sweden: which will be .generally
helpful Progpects appear the brightest w1th respect to Hungary,,

~since good contacts are being made.

You soon will be receiving con51derable materlal cOncerﬂlns
what happened in Latvia, who was responsible, and who-is: known $o:
be alive. This information is being supplied to me by a-young *
Latvian Jewess who escaped about-a month ago. : She is truly 3,
pathotlc figure, has ‘seen her father, mother and sister murdered,
and is fighting a very strong urge to commit suicide herself. AI,
have - given ‘her several little asgighments: for her to:do.to keep
her mind-occupied,. and give her: period pep-talks regarding the
importance of her-assistance, to keep:her morale up, " Her's is a-

most unusual story and certainly keeps you mindful ‘of the fact that”

not for a-thousand years should anyone forﬂet ‘what these murderous
Nazis have domne in Europe

I dopreciate: very much Jour thouﬂhufulness 1n maklng certaln

: funda available t0 me in:furthering the activities of the Board; - :
and will make expenditures: from such funds: subgect to the- strlctestﬂ”;

possible accountlng. As of this time-T:don't expect:it- to:-be".

necessary -to. ‘draw.upon them much but. it: ig .reassuring to have. “then
Heretofore, certaln 11m1ted expendl—”—
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tures related to Board activities have been furnished out of
funds with which you are familiar, and it will now be possible
to avoid that. I hope, in this connection, you will find an
opportunity to tell our friend R. how appreciative we are of
his wonderful cooperation.

Your weekly summaries of develovments in Washington are
most helpful to me in keeping abreast of Board activities, and
are greatly appreciated, I am very much impressed with the
strong lines of action taken and.how well things seem to be )

-organized, I have noted with great interest your appointments
with the President, which are reported in our radio news bulle-
tin, and the implied confirmation of the importance being attach-
ed to your work. : : '

The WRB "Bible" was also received., It is an excellent job

and very useful,

Best regards to you and those associated with you, and best
wishes for a successful program., Needless to say, I think about

all of you a great deal and not infrequently wish that I was
there,

Sincerelya/

s

Mr, John W, Pehle
Executive Director
War Refugee Board .
Washington, D, C,

P, 5. As a specific illustration of the difficultiecs of working ...
with some of the local groups, you will be interested in the fol-.

lowing., After the conclusion of negotiations with the TLatvian -
group, I considered it ‘desirable to give Storch (Balticum Committee
and World Jewish Congress) the picture of‘developments on-a. secret’
basis, since I was afraid-he would be running. into other  directions:
and break up everything, He immediately was very critical, stating

that some of the group. had belonged to’ pro-~Nazi and anti-semetic ;;;éf:?

I asked him if he thought I should stop the plan, and he. said . no .
‘since he thought it had a chance of: success. . I asked him if he ~+7
could suggest another group and he said noy -: I agked him if he Had .~
a plan of his own which might-have ‘better prospects, and he said- .
no. Later he came in and said,that”infhis10pinionfthe*former,, )
Latvian Minister here was dishonest, also his associates, and be- i "
lieved that there would be much graft in the operation: I asked .
him if-he would serve on the committee and-assist in supervising )
the controel of expenditures and he said ‘he  didn't want to share

any such?responsibility,withdut,complété'control;'?Hejthen'said' ,,‘,
that the group would riot make any ‘effort to rescue Jews, I asked: o
him if he would serve ‘as a consultant to the committee and provide:
them with lists-of Jews, and their whereabouts, who-could be rescued:
He: said no, ‘since-he didn't -think prospects of succesg were good;. Vi1 0
I agked him again whether he thought .I-should. abandon ‘the program,. -
and:. he said no,:. The whole thing is, of course, related to person
jealbusies}’i%ﬂ‘are’terribly,ékaspe:af'” L nothing of :¥ime:
conguming:. .- S T L A




