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Liquidation 
of War Refugee Boa:nJ · 

': ~ 

Dear Rabbi Schonfeld: 

Reference is made to your letter of January 2, 1946, 
addressed to the War Refugee Board. 

As you undoubtedly !mow, the War Refugee Board was 
te:nninated by Executive O:nler on September 15, 1945. Its 
affaire are being liquidated by this office which has no 
information concerning the whereabouts of Leo Topor who 
has been reported to have surVived the Nasi persecutions. 

It is suggested that you may wish to contact one of 
the agencies on the enclosed·l1st which are members of 
the Central Location Index. I regret that this office is 
unable to_ give 'lou any further_adviel3.~l1- the_ matter,. 

., 

Very troly )'OUrs, 

/sj (,~ Q, UL,_,_,_'JJ-

Orvis -A. Schmidt 
Director 

Rabjli Dr. s. ·Schonfeld, 
Vaa4 Hahatzala Emergency Committee, 
132 Nassau Street, 
New York 7, N. Y. 

Enclosure. 

--- -- --r---~--~-- ~-~~'"":"-~~-.::--
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·.:.·nc ··!e.1· «efugeG .Joo.rd 
;·ras};.in,3ton D. ;;. 

Dear Sirs: 

(EMERGENCY COMMITTEE) 
132 NASSAU STREET 

CftOOM 11101 

NEW YORK '7, N, Y. 

PHONII: RECTOft 2·.42~8 

January 2, 1946 

Recently. t:-le press published a picture of' Je1tish Re:f'u.~oe 
Ohilcil'·1~1 resc'.<ed by your lDe!JUriDent •. !u!lOl1[; thea \·taa one of Leo ~opor 
clesc:ri bed as .follo\·tS: 

:: Orpha:1ed by ~':azi bl·Lrt.ali ty (bnt saved by underErou~d agents, the ··tar 
Re:.'"'u.c;ec BoaTd a~1d Ohristin:1 i'riei1ds) ur1told nunbers of childre;1 such as 
these found she! ter in hones a:rter Pope Piua instructed bishops a:1d priBsts 
to Gi ·:e all assistance possi bl~ to refu~ees. Parents of' all three a1·e li9ted 
as ;,1issi:1£~· Cl:.eerful loo!:L1g LSD TOPOR (1), left, \·las sheltered b~r a Paris 

_f'c..::.lily. rtJ.s father-,~)Ur.ll_Iel, a Polish aechanic·, a1·:r.•Gsteci..,
1
L1 Paris on-· Aug·~ 2-?/ 

·19,~1, u as !ldepo!·t~d ~~ t.o a dea·~h cm;1~ fron Oonpiegne. mi J~u~e 5, .. 1?4~ ••.•• 11 

C~1e of qur f'rie::1ds thin.!::s the boy r:my Pe a.relative and ·we 
should he_ deeply ...:;ra tef'Ui, if you uould please supply us 11i ti1 adcli tional 
ini'o1·u::..tion, esp eciall.',r as to his pres~l1t \·~hereahot~ts. 

Kindly reply to ~-~rs.Gotthold, l5A ~~'ost 73rd St •. :.Tew ?ork, ~. 

- ------- --------

Yours i'ai thfull~i 

~--~ 
~ 

Rabbi Dr.S.Sqhonfeld. 

-·------- ---- ---·------~----·---------

To utilize the Possibilitie5 for re&cue of Burop_ean Je'}Jry wheYe the 
Vaad Hahatzala PrOKTam i$ especially nee·de-d;· 

., 



Liquidation 
of war Refugee Board 

Dear Mr. Mathemn 

JM5' fM6 

Receipt is acknowledged of yotir letter of 
December 31, 19451 concerning the rules for ad­
mission to practise bef'ol"ll the War Refugee Board. 

The War Refugee Boani 1fiiB tel'lniJla ted by 
Executive Order on Septeniler l!i, 1945, Accordingly, 
it is impossible to reply to your request. 

Very truly youra, 

#o~-a-··~ 
Orvis A. Schmidt 

Director 

Mr. T. Odon Matbew<s, ----""""--~--
Public Relations AdviBor, 
1616 Eye Street, N. w., 
Washington 6, D. c. 

--- ------··- -----------'---

- - -- --~------~· --------------------~- __ __:_ ___ __:_ ________ _:_:_:_ ___ __:~--~------c---+-:____ 
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"J:'ELEPHONE NATIONAL 1607 

T.ODON MATHEWS 
PUBLIC RELATIONS ADVISOR 

Chief Clerk 
War Refugee Board 
Washington, D. c. 
Dear Sir: 

1616 EYE STREET, N. W. 

WASHINGTON 6, D, C. 

Deoember 31, 1945 

Please mail to me the rules for admission to 

praotise before the War Refugee Board. 

---.:;,__ 

_Yours ver~-~~-y,. - _ 

c;{:tJJ4_~~ 
TOM/lp T. Odon Mathews 

t 

------------ - ----- ----------------i------



Liquidation 
of War Refugee Board 

Dear llr. Gurina 

JA/~ 2 1946 

Receipt is acla!owledged of your letter of December 24, 
1945, requesting reports issued by the War Refugee Bo&rcl. 

Aa you~ know, this Board was tenntnated by El!Qu­
tive Order on September 15, 1945

1 
and th1.a office 1a 

liquidating its affairs. The only oflioial. report ot the 
Board was th!t final report of itS Eaoutive Director, oow 
of which is enclosed. In addition, you may be interested 
in the enclosed Copy of the report on conditions at 
Ausolnrttz and BirkBnau which was released by-the Board-in-, -­-Novei!ber 1944~- --

Very truq yours, 

;~; o,._..,~Q.~ 
Orvia A. Sohzrlidt 

llr. Aznold Gurin, 
Director of Budget Research, 

_Council of Jewish Federations 
and Welfare Funds, Ina., 

165 West 46th Street, 
Nn rork 191 N. Y. 

Dlmotor 

___ ---Enclosures.--- ----- -

~ ~ FH:hd 1/2/46 

. I 
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!Jr. p, W.Beil 
!Jr. Bartelt 
Ur, Qaston 
!Jr, WhitEi 
!Jr, 0 • Oonnall 

•••• 
Mr. Birgfeld. 
Mr. 13lough 
Mr. Brennan 
i.lr. Br~ughton 
Mr. Coyne 
MUll Oullen 
!Jiss Diamond 
!Ar, Dietrioh 
!Jr. He.ll 
!Jr. Hanna. 
Mr, .Tulie.n 
Mr. 'Kilby 
l.lr, Lynoh 

Yr. Ye.ok 
i.!r, Maxwell 
Mr; MoDone.ld 
L!r. •Nunai\ 
.ura. 'Ro~' 
Vr. Bolimidt 
!Jr, Soho,neman 
l.lr; Shaeffer 
Mr. Upl).am 
Mr. Wales 
Mr. Frank J'.Wilaon 

· Mr. Woodson ' 



WASHINGTON 

December 271 1945 

Respectfully referred to the 

Treasury Department for ~onsider­

ation and acknowledgment. 

WILUAM D, HASSETT 
Secretary to the President 



-~- ....._ -

~­

... ~ vr'<~CIL -(:)'F ~JEW I' FEDERATIONS 
OFFICERS 

AND \t~tLFARE FUNDS, INC. 
Pres/den/ SIDNEY HOLLANDER, Baltimore 
Chairman of/he Board WJLLIAM J, SHRODER

1 
Cincinn.ati 

Vice·Presidtmls STANLEY C. MYilRS
1 

Miami 
\VILUAM RosHNWALD, Greenwich 
SAMUEL S. ScHZ'1EIERSON, New York 
DAVID lt{, WATCHMAKER1 Boston 

SecreltJry ELIAs MA YllR, Cbicago 

Treasurer IRA M. YOUNKER, New York 

Bxeculive Dircclor H. L. Luam 

./ National Office: 165 West 46 Street, New York 19, N.Y. / .. ~-o. 1r7 /i/ .; i (,·tf'o' . December 24th - /"-' ·· 
" 19 46 

Fielrl Sm1ice Director P.HJLJP BERNSTEIN 

Executive Office of the President 
Washington, D. c. 

Gentlemen a 

We are at present engaged in a study of the activities 
of Jewish voluntary agencies in the fields of rescue, 
relief and rehabilitation work overseas. For background 
purposes it would be very useful to us to have the re­
ports issued by the War Refugee Board. 

iYould you please be good enough to send us one copy of 
eaohcreport that is available? 

Thank you very muoh for your cooperation. 

Sincerely yours, 

ARNOLD GORIN 
Director of Budget Research 

agJhsm 

.I 
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Liquidation ot 
War Ret'ugee ~ 

Dear Miss ltl.llerr 

Reference is made to your letter of De~ l2 
addressed to the War Refugee Board. This iB to advise ·)'011 
that t!Je War Re!ugee Board was te:rndnated on September 14, 
19451 by Executive Order No. {1614, providing £or its liqui­
dation by the Treasury Departi!Jimt. 

It is suggested that you may wish to refer 10111' 
problem to the National Refugee Service, 139 Centre Street, 
New York, New York. · A-v-·"' -~·-·"-·_-;:c.~.,. 

l!1se Regina_ Uiller 
2310 Creston Avenue 
New York 531 No York 

Very truly youra, 

~~----- -~--·------ ·- ----

FHodel1 gmb 12_-14-45 

. I 







Liquidation or 
War Refugee Boaro 

Dear !Jr. Funkz 

December 14, 1945. 

Reference is JDrui6 to· your letter of DecelliJer U 
addressed to Mr. John w. Pohle~ Executiv'l Director, War 
Refugee Boaro, with ~spect to a report of the activities 
or the Board for inolusion :In tho forthcoming issue of your 
Year Book. 

The War Refugee Board 1mS terminated by Exe\.'Utive 
Order on September 1,5, 1945 and this of'fioe iB prsaently 
liquidating ita nff'airs. 

In view of the termination of_ the Board it is 
proposed that no material be submitted for inclusion in yoll:t" 
1945 Year Book. Horrever, for your information there :1.a en­
closed a copy of the Final_ Summary Report at the Executive 
Director of' the Board, 11hich has been released to the public 
and which m~ contain material of interest' to you. 

llr. Charles Earle Funk 
Editor 
The New. International Year Book 
354 Fourth Ave~ 
New York 10, New York 

FHodelJ gmb ·12-14-45-

-I 



THE NEW INTERNATIONAL YEAR BOOK 

EDITORIAL OFFICE· 

CHARLES EARLE ·FUNK, liTT.D., EDITOR 

Mr. John w. Pehle, Executive Director 
War Refugee Board 
Department of the Treasury Building 
Washington, D. c. 

Dear Mr. Pehle: 

FUNK & WAGNALLS COMPANY, PUBLISHERS 

354 FOURTH AVENUE, NEW YORK JO 

TElEPHONE: LEXINGTON 2·7850 

May I again ask your cooperation in preparing a brief report of 
the activities and findings of your office during 1945 tor in­
clusion in the forthcoming issue of The New International Year Book? 

Enclosed is a copy of the material which we printed in the previous 
volume, covering the year 1944. We will assume, unless we hear 
from you to the contrary, that the space will be approximately the 
same. 

OUr deadline is not until January third, but our work will be greatly 
facilitated if we can arrange to send your article to tlie printer 
during December. You will have ample opportunity to revise the 
proofs during January in order to insure the completeness· or the 
material up to the end of the year. 

The authoritative coverage or governmental material has become an 
outstanding feature of the Year Book and we shell, therefore, g~eatly 
appreciate your continued assistance. 

CEF:Rl!' 
Enclosure 

Cordially yours, 

., 
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.-:~WAR REFUGEE BOARD, .On Jan. 22, 1944, President ! 
! Roosevelt by Executive _Order set up the war Ref- II 
, ugce Board, consisting of the Secretary of State, 
the Secretary of the Treasury and the Secretary of 
\Var. They were directed to take action for the im­
mediate rescue from the Nazis of as many as pos­
sible of the persecuted minorities of Europe-ra­
cial, religious or political-all civilian victims of 
enemy savagery, The Board was established in the 
Executive Office of the President. John \V. Pchle, 
Assistant to the Secretary of the Treasury and Di­
rector of Foreign Funds Control, was given leave 
of absence to serve as Executive Director. 

As set out in the Executive Order, the Functions 
of the Board include development of plans and 
programs and the inauguration of effective meas­
ures for (a} the rescue, transportation, mainte-

~~~~ea:dd( b)litl~e 0!s:!bu:~~:~ ~j b~~~!s ~f1;:: 
porary refuge for such victims. The Board was 

~!iftJ~~cs~atJi~h~S~~~~t':i~~g~!!t::o~cs ~~~~~s ,:~~ 
refugee problems, 

Early in February, 1944, the Board solicited the 
written suggestions of a:Il interested private agen­
cies concerning the measures they believed the 
Board could take to rescue and otherwise bring re­
lief to Jews and other victims of enemy persecu­
tion, and it asked the private agencies to advise it 
of the measures they were equipped fo take to 
lend assistance in the Board's work. Throughout 
its existence the Board has directed its efforts to­
ward channeling, stimulating, and expediting the 
work of other established operating groups, both 
public and private. 

From the beginning evacuation and re1ie£ opera­
tions have assumed a position of major importance 
on the Board's agenda. To facilitate these opera­
tions the Board appointed special representatives 
in strategic spots in Europe where evacuation was 
possible. Those representatives were: Ira Hirsch­
mann and Herbert Katzki, 'J;'urkey; Roswell Mc­
Clelland, Switzerland; Robert C. Dexter, -PqJ:tugal; 
Iver C._ Olsen, Sweden; Leonard Acker.¢11Iii:~} Italy 
and the Mediterranean area. · - ·- · 

USE A SEPARATE SHEET FOR TABLES 
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Copy for THE NEW INTi. ... ATIONAL YEAR BOOK 

rt ·with the cooperation of neutral countries, .the 
·t lnoard has participated in the rescue of thouSan s_j 
~ Of refugees from the Balkans across } 
\ to Palestine; in the. rescue of many . 
~ ~otf:r refugees frof!l Belgium, Hollan 

'w were brought to Switzerland 
P} enees to Spain and Portugal; in the rescue of 
m ny victims of Nazi persecution in Norway and 
th Baltics who found sanctuary in Sweden and in 
the rescue of thousands from Hungary, Czechoslo-

vakia, and Northern Italy to Switzerland. As a 
direct result of the Board's efforts over 40,000 ref­
ug~ were brought back from Transnistria to R~ 
rna a; additional evacuations were effected fro · 
Yu oslavia to Italy, Aid also was brought to seve." 1 

~~~ ~1rae:o~~~~~3i~e~.r;~~ tl~~o~~httl~~~s:oJ:;:~Jrn 
of 1e Spanish and Portuguese Governments, which 
were persuaded to recognize responsibility for 
these exiles of 450 years' standing. 

\Vith the cooperation of other American repub­
lics, the Board has taken effective measures to safe~ 
guard the lives of thousands of persons in eflemy 
Europe who had secured passports and other docu­
ments issued in the names of Latin-American coun­
tries. In conjunction with the State Department, 
programs have been set in operation to facilitate 
the rescue of husbands, wives, children,_ and par­
ents of American citizens and the wives and chil­
dren- of aliens resident in this country. A similar 
program has been devised for the protection of 
those to whom American immigration visas had 
been issued after July 1, 1941, but Who, because 
of war conditions, were unable to come -to this 
country, 
. President Roosevelt charged the Bo3rd _ \vith 
over-all responsibility for bringing nearly 1,000 
refugees from Italy and establishing them for the 
duration of the war in an Emergency Refugee 
Shelter at Fort Ontario, an aban~oned Anny camp 
near Oswego, New York. The Board has also sup­
ported other countries in_setting up refugee camps 
in Africa. 

\Vith the cooperation of the American and Intei­
national Red Cross, the Board has carried .on a 
program for the shipment of hundreds of thou­
sands of food Packages from the United States for 
deliveiy to civilians interned in Na~i concentration 
camps. The Board has also facilitated and spon­
sored large-scale feeding programs financed' by pri-
vate American relief organizations. -

. involve the purchase of food in neu 
for delivery by the International Red 
tel'!,lees irt ct?ncentration camps. 
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Second only in importance to evacuatiOnfO:Pefa~ 
tions has been the Board's psychologica11Warfate1 

l
i).vork. In this area it has worked hand in: handt 
;Jwith the Office of ·war Information. Fresid~t 
![Roosevelt's warning of March 24 to Germany d 

/f~~~i~~~e~itfue0je~: ~~~s:~~~"~fa~~~~~~~:~ 1: e; 
press and radio around the world, particularly in 
German-controlled Europe. Listeners to secret ra­
dios in Europe .also heard statements pf w~rning 
and protest against the persecution of the· Jews 
from Secretary Hull, the House Foreign Affairs 
Committee, the Senate Foreign Relations Commit­
tee, Archbishop Francis·J. Spellman, and_ Governor 
Dewey, As the Nazi program of deportation and 
extermination of Jews got under way in Hungary 
in March, 1944, the Office of War Infonnation 
beamed its "Voice of America" steadily-i:il-Hun=-

~~ryu:: :~eg~~-j~~fi~:sg~~~~r:~~~e~ro,~~~:~~ 
the Hungarians of retribution for their inhuman 
conduct. Gen. Dwight D. Eisenhower's statement 
of Nov. 7,1944, urging Cennans not to obey orders 
to molest, harm, or persecute men in c~nCentratio~ 

1 camps or forced labor battalions was widely pub-

,, lic~j~~~g~e J::!s i:U~oraa~g;~~s:!;sure of- the 
:g~~~~ili:SB~!rJhl~a;~0i~ J'~is~~~~~i~:o~~~~\ 
indicate that the deterrent effects of the repeated I 
warnings have been Considerable. 

USE A SEPARAT~ _ SHEE! FOR TA~LES 



"" llal.u liltflool of 1!1Rk •• b l!lnlber~il!' 

4!:amllrlbge as. ma~~. 
LIBRARY 

LANGDELL HALL Decenber 6, l~)ll5 

1h•igndier Generiitl \'!illiam 0 1DtrJer 
- 4Al5 Trev.sury Buildinc 

·\'!;qshington1 D. 0. 

Dear S2.J.·: 

1!e have in this librn.l~~r a CO!JY 
of Ho. 19 of the lh1· Refucee Board Press 
Releases. 

''/auld it be ;)ossible for ~rou to 
send us all the Renleses before No. 19? 

~le '''·::n~.ld be ~t;;rate:ful. if you ~Cc>"i.lld 
cor.l~Jl~r ui tlt our l'equest. 

AC?: ells 

Yours ver~- truly, 

~c OUL) 
Arthur c. Pullinf; 
Director 

-· 



'I 

·.:-

'· 

DMr Kr. PlilUDga 

Retertllce ia ade to ;yoUI' latter ot DeOIIIbe~ 1 
mquuting copiu ot all ot the war Refugee Board Pl'UII 
re~ea. 

I regret to hava to adt1.se you that oop1a of 
th ... nl.aasea are no lGage~ &vai.l.ele. u 10U Jrnow., the 
1Jar Retupe Board w.a te1'1111Dated aa September 15• 1945. 

Ver,y truly youl'B• 

/s)oc)_S 

Kr. ArUmr c. Pulling 
Director 

On1a Ao Scbai.dt 
Director 

LD School of Hanard UDiverai ty 
Culbr1dge 38., ...... obusette 

FHodel:gmb 12-~~45 

. ' 
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J~ .. 
i!Aill S>tbool of ;9nrl . ., 'ltnfbtrllltp 

~nmflrlbgt 38, ~~~~~. 

. LANGDELL HALL December 1, 1945 

~/ar Refugee Board 
Executive Office of the President 
l•!nshington, D. C. 

Gentlemen: 

1'/e have in this library a co:.oy 
of your PreSs Release No, 19, 

Wou~d it be possible ·for ••oti to 
send us aU the Releases before l!o, 19 and 
Release No, 20 to d.ate? Ve 1muld also like 
to have the name of this library plE>.ced on 
your mailing list for all future Releases, 

1•/e ,,•oulc'l .. be grt>.tefu~ if you could 
co11yly tdth our request, 

ACP:ehs 

Yours very truly, 

/).-,Lj ( (7 /4 . 
UJWEt#( .v~ 
Arthur C, Pullino; J 
Director 



·_ r 
/-

. · ·· Jl:alu l§>tfloo! af ~lltl , Wnibtr5itp 

·c• .. Camflribgt 38, man. 

y 

LANGDELL HALL November 26, 1945 

Mr, Orvis A. Schmidt, Director 
Treasury Department 

. Foreign Funds Control 
Liquidation of War Refugee Board 
Washington 25,_D. c. 

Dear l·lr. Schmidt: 

Thank.you fo~your letter of November 1~, 1945, 
it~ 

We appr~ciate~our kindness in sending this 
library a. complimentary copy of "Final Summary 
Report of the Ex~tive Director, ~Tar Refugee Board", 
September 15, 1945, 

:. ;J: ~~ 

I am sure· that-we will find this ·report of in­
terest and,··value fi{ the library • 

. ,_ 0 
-~·: 0 

Yours very truly, 

... ~,~;(?~ 
Director 

amb 

. I 

··~. 

;·-. 

·~--

---:-~~.t-~1~· 
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Liquidation of 
War Refugee Board 

NOV l5 1945 

Dear Jtr. Pulling 1 

Receipt is acknowledged of your latter of 
November 5, 1945, addraaaed to the War Refugee 
Board, The Board was terminated by Executive 
order on September 15, 1945, and this office is 
handling ~he liquidation of ita affaire. 

The only public report of the Board is the 
enclosed final summary report of the Executive 
Director. 

Very truly yours, 

Orvis A. Schmidt 
Director 

lfr. Arthur C. Pulling, Director, 
Library, Langdell Ball, 
Law School ot Harvard thiversit;y, 
cambridge 38. .V.sa. 

Enclosure. 

£-rp/~ 
FH:hd 11/13/45 

. I 
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U /~ ''"""of ...... """""" , ~i 'o /' 
~ t; , 4tam{lribge 38, :fflall'l!'. 
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LIBRARY 

LANGDELL HALL November 5, 1945 

1rar Refugee Board 
Room 2426 
Deuartmeilt of the Treasury :su·i:lding 
1ra-;;hington, D, C, 

Gentlemen: 

1•fould it be possible for you to 
send this library complimentary copies of 
all your publications and reports? 

We would also be grateful if you 
could place the name of this library on 
your mailing list, 

1'/e ~10uld appreciate it very much 
if you co~~ comply with our request. 

Yours very truly, 

~r/l~ 
Arthur C. Pulling } 
Director ACF: ehs 



Liquidaticin of 
War Refugee Boanl 

De~ber 51 l94S. 

Relel'll!lce ia ~ to ;?our COIIIIIWI1oat1on of lfonllbtr 
. 1 

I l'WSNt to adviee 70u that press l'Wl.eMN of the 

War btugee Board are 110 longer &Yailaba. Aa :JOU know, the 

Board 1111s tel'llliDated on Septaber lS, 1945. 

:tlocuenta Divia1on 

Veq ~ "{)_ra~~ 
0./l/1/l/.1 ( 1-1-f} 
Onia A. · Salalidt 

Director 

Uniwraity- ot Cal.U'omia Lib:ru;y 
Blrkel.q 4, CalU'omia 

FHo.del! gmb 12-5-45 

. I 



• We sh~ll be grateful if you will send the publication noted below wbieh 1ve \ 
need to complete our file. If yon cannot wpply, will yo!! kindly in{ol"m !!Sf 

Please address: DOCUME.Nn . ' · '~ 
DIVISION' THE UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORlfiA LtimAnY, 

BERKELEY 41 0AL1FORN1 , 

November 2B, 1945 

U,S, War Refugee Board. 

Release nos, 17 and 18. 

G3-10m·11,'43 (8744) 

. ' 



Li.quidation ot 
War Refugee Board 

There ·is fol'IIIU'ded to you herewith for 
. ' 1 

appropriate reJI]¥ a letter addressed to the President...._. 

by veata ShulaUer aonaeming the :retugeaa at. :ron 

'lhe Secretary of the Interior 

Enclosure 

FHodellgmb 12-5-45 



---._ 

President Harry Tnunan 
\'ihite House, 

1'rashington, D, C. 

rear Str: 

Nov, 29th, 191,5 

1419 E, Elrr. st. 

Coshocton, Ohio 

l'le are concerned about the Rcfuge8s at. Fort 

Ontario in N. Y. Could you ple,se give these 1000 people 

AL.er.ican citizenship, Yle feel they are the type of people 

who wo · 'ld rr.alce valuable citizens. Send ng ther; ·back to 

Europe. would wor.k a needless hardship. fucerica has not done 

her share of taking in refugees, and th·[s wo,.ld be a kind 

gesture which we cah afford. 

Sincerely, 

/s/ Vesta Shumaker 

c 
0 
p 
y 

' I 

I 
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·.,_ 

Liquidation of 
war Refugee Board 

·c_ ----------

,, 

November 16, 1945 

My dear 11r. Keator: 

Reference is made to your letter o£ November 10 
addressed to Mr. John IV. Peble, Executive Director, War 
Hetugee Board. This Board was terminated by Executive Order 
of President Truman on Sapte!Wer 151 19451 and ita affairs 
are presently being liquiliated by this of£ice. 

In view of the foregoing it is suggested that you 
may wlllh to '-lU!licate With the Department of State concerning 
your program for Jewish refugees. 

Mr. Edward o. Keator 
100 Five oaks Avenue 
Dayton 51 Ohio 

FHode1:gmb 11-16-45 

Very truly yours_ , _- /) r /1 L 

(iO~O-r~ 
Orvis A~ Schmidt 

DirectOr 



FARM ••• 

COAL MINE ••• 

FARM AGAIN 

Bt•eausl.' nil a~:ail.thlc fuel ". In this l,·ay, flr~tain Ju1s tap
1
wd 

is nccc!t•d .to kt·cp war industries Slzahlc new rcscrn•" of fuel. .-\ mil-
humming and home Jin_.., burning, l~on ~ons were strip-mined hy a sing It! 
this sct'nc ha_s become t\'pi~al in war- f1rm m twelve months. But the ~ton· 
time England. <locsn't end there. \Vhco the co;;l 

Big "Caterpillar" Diesel Tractor.:; h:1s ~een rc~cwcd,- the· same husky 
and scrapers '>trip the topsoil from machmes haul- tl_lc earth hack ·into 
Lumhmds in the \Vest Hiding of placc-suhsoil first, then topwil-
y.,rkshirc, and pile it can·fully aside. and lc,·c! it off. Once mOre it isfann-

~,~~~h~h;c;~,~~7r1c~;,{l;~:;~ctt·. ~~:e~ la';'i~ reh~~!~'f;~~'~:"~·n d figlning 
times 6o- f-eet of earth must_ he _dug fronts, _"Caterpillar" Diesd equip~ 
away to_ reach the black deposit. tncnt has done \'aliant $Cr\'icc in-thiS 
TI1en the tract!?rs, equipped with war. \Vith the- comiOg of peitcc if 
bulldozers, clean tbc face of the coal. will be ready to tackle the even 
Power shm·cls loaJ it into wago_ns, - tougher jobs of world reco_nstruction.­
pullcd by "Cotcrpillar" Diesels. · CATERPILUR TRACTOR CO., PEORIA, ILL 

A REVEALING CRITERION OF AMERICAN "DEMOCRACY": 
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Yr. Edward 0. Keator, 
108 Pive Oaka Avc.ue, 
Dayton, Ohio, 

Dear Yr. Keator: 

RHS:KL 

INDIANAPOLIS, IND. 

F'ebrD.ary ,12, 1938. 

Ll,HOtl,lt<DIA'•A. 
.. O,.ON,".R. 

c "'•n.P "-" 
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CHRISTIAN COUNCIL If European Jews Can't Returit To Palestine, 
I fOR PALESTINE AID Am ica Has Many Places Fm· f Hl Citizens 
~ 1--------BY PHILIP IV 1 LIE-------

World Conference Asks Action NEW YORK, No,·. 3,-Many Americans1945 What nhout Georgia! Georgian land 
With British on Immigration o! ever)' political vi<wpoint and PConomic desprratrl)' nco<l• reclamation, Georgia is 

-Wagner Hits Barriers Rlatu:; are hitt<'r ahnut the rc(u!'nl nf the malduJ! a ::plrllllill f:trugg\1! to t'mf'TJ::'e from 
WA~~~~~~~~~~:w;;o;.,T1~~1_~5e., J'riti:-h to allow the Jewish people to return its ignnrann•, its hrutalit>' and its higntrr. 

Jnnnd that the United States share tn Palr:-tinr. A h1uulrl'fl thouFand nPw citir.Pn!l, ~ay, whn 
with Great Britain the responsibtl· Thl" mnth·~> of thP!ie .A.ntPril'ans is dl"cf'nr>·: WI"Tl' w('alth-nratinJC anri tniPranre·tl'arh· 
~t~d~~tW!~:~iaf~ ~;!\~:ft~e~V~~~.~ a. promise !ihnu\d be kept; rondemning the irif.!', would .!:wift\y pu!ih CiPorgia into the li:;t 
000 displaced Jews in Europe !en· ,lews to lin! where thr.r ha\'P. been lmntPd of t~>p, progrrs:;ivP. stll.tu, 
lures the closing session today of Jikr. Animals is vicious: if mRn elMs not 

;, ~~~eli~~~~\~~~f~!~hritian Confer· imntNlintely ceR!'~ his inhumRnit:; to man, 
Other demands embodied fn a the human rare will not last out thP rentur~·. 

, resolution adopted at the closing f'lc. Moi-enver, a11 evrr~· Amr.rirlln knows, 
I scs!'lion called !or the removal of thnsr. Jewish people who wrre pt'rmillrcl to 
jf ~~~;!!r~ii~~ingre~~ri~~~.~s to a~~\~~~ !=Pitlf! in Palestine turned in an aslo11ishing 

An in!Prl'!'ting ramli1lat" wnu\d hP Ma~· 
J>admsf'tt~. This slate wa . .,· R hirlhp\l!,ce o( 
tnlrrancl'! and enlightenment. It. b now 
~lipping b;u·kward so /a!lt that onr. wondrrs 
\\ hy it doe!>n't Fimply requisition man)" 
thousand pC'ople of such JITo\·en quality, tine, repeal of anti-Jewish land TPcr>rd. They were tolerant. They made 

~ laws in Palestine and prompt pro· friend" wi\h the Arabs in the area. !hey 
vision of transportation and other brought prosperity to those Arab.!:. They 
~~!~!~e:n[0{0 ~h~e~1i~~h:~~~~tion also brought education to them. .The Jews 

At a final dinner that filled the built beautiful, modern cities. They set up 
presidential and congressional h~·droelectric plants and irrigation systems 
rooms of the Statler Hotel tonight, "'hich supplied power to the _region and 

, ~:;t~t~ ~~~'~'r\r~~~;'a[;~~·m~~m~f which reclaimed \'Sst areas of \ani: that had 

There are _many blighted areas. 
Gentiles who feel that segregation is neces­

sary arc at liberty, ol Course, to continue 
s.,gregating thcmseh'eR in their so·cal\ed 
"restricted" clubs, societies, hotels, apart­
ment houses and so on, Thel'e voluntary 
gentile ghettos dot the land and an)·body 
who is not a Jew can get into them. Just 
anybody, I am a gentile so l know, 

the connference, told the gathering been barren for a thousand years. The)' 
that as a member of the upper pro,·ed themaelves fine farmers, teachers, 

~~~!sl:!i~e t~~~l~'g "~r~~~~r~t~~~: governon-auperb citizensJ in s~o~t. 
ish good faith." 

"Infamy of Repudiation" 
Senator Wagner said all Ameri­

cans paid generous tribute to Great 
Britain for her fortitude and stead. 
fastness in standing alone against 
the-Nazi hordes. 

"But the failure of the British 
~ al_nce the war's end to repudiate 
~~ the Chamberlain White Paper has 
t ahockerl American public opinion," 
L he sai~. "It has fanned the flames 
1 of cynicism and disillusionment 
L that have followed every other 

war." · 
Recalling the Chamberlain White 

Paper of 1939 setting aside the 
Balfour Declaration, Senator Wag­
ner s8.id that "the infamy of that 
repudiation now hangs over the 
foreign policy of the Attlee gov· 
ernment of 1945." 

Dr. Daniel Marsh, president of 
Boston University, said that as a 
Chi'istian and an American he fav-

1 ored unrestricted Jewish coloniza· 
tion rif Palestine. 

Other .spe'akers Included Senator 
Owen Brewster, Republican, of 
Maine; William Green, president of 
the American Federation of Labor; 
Senator Gabriel Gonzales Videla of 

. Chile; Mrs. Lorna Wingate, dele· 
gate from Great Britain; Dr. Dan· 
iel Poling, editor of the Chri11Uan 
Herald, and Senator Arthur W. 
Roebuck, delegate from Canada, 

TEXT OF RESOLUTION 

Q}j,·iopslr. it all the nobly-motivatf'd 
Americans !iud t11at the British continUe to 
rf'(Ul'e to let the Jews go home, it Vdll be 
in•·umbrnt upon th!'m. to do something. 
Otlwrwise, their irlralism will h;n:e been pure 
l1luhbrr·mouth. \\'hnt they logically ought 
tr rln is In try to g~t thr~f! Ya.\uablr. prop\e 
hrnught tO Ame-rica: e\·er:; t_lling these Jews 
han~ ~hown themselvep: Able to acrorriplish 
j,: rlef:perately ile~ded here. _ ThP. nne argu­
ahif~ point would be, who mo!il neeM people 
of such demonstrated abilities? 

NeYada, for ·in.!:tance~ That's a·--drE:ert 
region with plenty of ~nom. It -is badly 
in need of- modern- citi:!s and irrigation. 
P.-.s!!ibly, also, it- nP.cds moral tone, in \'iew 
flf its legalized ~bling, pro.stitution, i~s 
di\·orce mill, etc. And the natives need 
education. The l.:tc Indians, I mean.· 

'fcxas? Here, again, dust-bowl-tamers 
,,nuld be useful. Furtheimore, Texans _a~ 
constantly pointing out the ambitiou!?ness of 
their state, the \'scant spaces in it, J~,nd the 
J.:Pneral _bigness-particularly of Texan 
h,..arls . 

I do admit, ol course, that Palestine may 
be- a pawn province in tl1e -Arab·wooing 
intrigue and that the ArabJ> may be a pawn 
pcnplc in the oil wrll ,;chemes of our great 
humanitarian statesmen and industrialists. 
From this WP might deduce that the petro· 
!rum husinr>!ls is not controlled by Jews. In 
!act, we might deducl'!' that the JPw.ll don_'t 
conti-ol anything because all they ha\'e hcl'n 
able to rlo fnr -the last derade i8 g~t 

murdPred -~~Y" the million111. Poor evidence of 
th... "secret power'' which· anti·Sern_ite. 
attribute tO thtni!. IndPed, this provu once 
a-glihl that all a-nli:Semitel'l are crazy people. 

Rut this iii a crazy world. It's got e\·ery­
thing0hut princip\_f'S. It work!! for e\·cry­
hndy rxrept penpl_e. Some of the Ameri· 
l'an:;, for instnnre, who like to blame Britain 
!Or- not letting the-remaining 1c11.'S go home, 
wouldn't lin in the !=arne block with Ein· 
~leiil.---Thirlk of that! And think-- of the 
pat~Ptit plight of our oil magnates, ,;hould_, 
thPy hrar snm~'-day .that in about ~0 minutes 
throv will ~e oR the receh•ing r>nd o( a test 
dr·n~onstration Ja-u-:.l~il~d b)' competitors- who 
oy;~ ura~um mine111! 

'home'ln' Pii~stine and the- imple· 
mentation of this pledge Is now a 
world reaponsiblllty. 

(4} This international Christian 
conference for Palestine In gener­
al usembly i~ Washington de-­
mandll 8JI the only ju!lt and praC· 
tlcable rolutlon of the Jewl.sh 
problem: 

~~~~~:nof0tr~~1coB~it~;io~~~! ~. 
~~~\~~est~;:~a;~~~~~?:~s~~le ~~; 1 

· Land Law Repeal Urged 

settlement in Palestine of the I 
100,000_ Jews now In Europe who 
are the object of fnterces!lfon by 
President Truman to the Govern- · · 
ment of Great Britain and- that 
the United States- expreaa Us 
willingness to share with Great 
Britain the obligations Involved. 

·{e) We demand Of the organl~· 
tlon of the United Nations that 
Palestine, the hi11toric mother· 
land of the Jewish people, become 
as JIIOOn aa possible_ a Jewl!lh 
democratic 11tate. _ 

~ ~ j~;, Jews of the world a national Pale•llno mandate and in per­

- f.-

Thle conference· cal111 for the 
Immediate and-ac~ive cooperation 
of the governme~ta _of all nil· 
tion11 by direct action and within 
the United Natlon11 OrgS:nlzation 
In making effective the re11olu~ 
~iOn of thl11 conference, the pur­
PO!Ie: o! which Is to re11cue -the 
J cwish people from their tragic 
plight. --

~~ ~~ ~ 

-·-------.,..;i-.~~--~ ~ 
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JE.WISH REll'liGEES 

between the Arabs and Jews 
o settle in Palestine, I 
I can readily understand 

I am strongvopposed to em­
troversies, and inasmuch 

we n!'led, .. I see no reason 
Ao eo and can supply 

le here in America. 

, I specialize in that 
excavation and haulage, 
years of experience,-

in strip mining operations. 
explain briefly the process. 
other minerals and metals 

1 methods are employed, 
pictured and described 

ctors and scrapers, then 
that haul._ it away. That 

equipment in England. 

land is so plentiful that 
acerage under production 

permanently destroyed by 
top soil is first removed, 
the coal is removed. The 

cost, but not necessarily 
a that are much more 

t destroy the land· 
ourse I brought these 

bv••nmFont. authorities but 
scarcities to hold 

co-operation. The Ohio 
u can see from Lt. Governor 
th@ strip mine operators 
by a handful of the .largest t,; 

changes tending to 
a with them, and ao 

.Hn·""'"~"'"• after :mading Philip 
entitled nif European Jews 
Many Plao~s ~or Good Citie•ns" 

': 

@.Jlt;i).).. ~~JH!t~~ 
~g hmtb ll:§i 

p.\L,L M HERBERT 

···l'. 
Lir' . 1·: 
~:.:.(·t J:.i 

~es··l~ Jn~·rertsj in y~ur ~ctt~r of 
i t:.s -::n.cl·JS'lre s. 

~;-:r~ S t '.:.1:r ~:; Y~ ;~:~~~ ~~~~~;;-:· ~; ~~,;~ ~~~E ~ J ~;i ·~t~·~~.=~ti·~Z~~:)lt tf 

~·~~~~~~t~·~:tio;~ n~h~~li ~~ ~~.~~* j.0~~ ~~~~;~~~~~5~lr~:iOi1 
t·;l·!a~;~ l·:~~~;i t~~~s~~~.t ::;~~;!;~;~:~e i.~~e;~~.~f;~:~io:I 
~assii,l~, tJ !t~ o~i~j~al ~tate aft~r th~ stri~-roininf 
a;)5ration J-3 ... Q):iplr;t.s(!. 

YJu ~!aV3. :·:ade 3. vcr:: i.r:t-3nsiv·~ study ·.)r this 
·.··LJ.ie .serious ·•:ooblst'l, -·.:1,_:· c.'lfl do 03·· ·:-reat- deal -tv brir:~ 
tJ t~:e att.~j·r~-tio~l Jt" th-? ::·J·:.::lic ":.he u~:·gent ne.ed. f~Jr a 
cJrrec~iv~ p~~~rarl. 

"',:7/~. 
.. ,._., , ... ~.lB~,{T 
Lie~tenant t';Jvernor 

. I 
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EDWARD 0. KEATOR 
Constllting Engineer 

Exca'Yaticm 
108 Five Oaks Avenue 

TelephoneFUitont!OS4 

11/10/45 

Mr, John W. Pehle, 
Executive Director, War Refugee Board, 
Care The United States Treasury, 
Washington, D. c. 

Dayton 5, Ohio 

S!JB.IECT 
RFXlLAIMED STRIP MINE LAND FOR JEWISH REFilrGEES 

Dear air: 

Regarding the current troubie between the Arabs and Jews 
in connection with the lattera' moves to settle in Palestine, I 
have no desire to debate the issues but I can readily understand 
the viewpoints of both aides. However, I am stron!i>'oppoaed to em­
broiling America in any more outside controversies, and inasmuch 
as we have more land here in America than we need, I see no reason 
for not inviting all Jews who desire to ,4o so and can supply 
certificates of good character, to settle here in America • 

. As you oan see from my letterhead, I specialize in that 
class of construction work commonly known as excavation and'haulage, 
and in this capacity I developed,-after many years of experience,­
improved methods of tremendous importance in strip mining operations. 
Do you know what strip mining is? I'll explain briefly the process, 
·It applies to the recovery of coal and other minerals and metals 
lying withini70 feet of the surface. Several methods are employed, 
and the method on the left hand herewith pictured and described 
consists in uncovering the coal with tractors and sc_rapers, then 
excavating it and loading it into trucks that haul._ it away. That 
is the way it is now being done with American equipment in England. 

Here in the United States where land is so plentiful that 
the Government has taken a hand to reduce acerage under product~on­
in orderm hold up prices, the land is permanently destroyed by 
strip mining, whereas, in England, the top soil isc:first removed, 
stored and then put back in place after the coal is removed. The 
British method is more expensive in first cos~ b~t not necessarily 
because I developed improved stripping methods-that are much more--­
economical than the current American methods that destroy the land­
and that automatically reclaim the. land. Of course I brought these 
improvements to the attention of the Government authorities bU:t 
since they are currently interested in creating scarcities to hold 
up prices, I was unable to secure their co-operation. The Ohio 
State authorities are intere"~"t-1:-as you ()an see .from Lt. Governor 
Herbert's. letter also on the , but th~ strip mine operators 
havc:t a po~erful organization controlled by a handful of the .largest 
operators; and they are\'Opposed to making any changes tending to 
place ~he small operators on a oompetive basis with them, and so 
far, I have been unable -to :get eotion.&!Iowever, after leading Philip 
\Vyl~e's article of Nov, 3 onthe right entitled "If European Jews .. 
~~dn ti.dHdet~.rn to Palestine,· America>,Has Many }>laoeac~or-Good Citiotns" -,;eo e .,o write you. Hence this letter< · · 

, CHRISTIAN COUNCI 
FOR PALESTINE A 

World Conference Asks Act 
With British on lmmigratic 

-Wagner Hits Barriers 
.!ipetlll !o THt !itw Ylli.Y. TINts. 11 

2--A 
st 

responsl 
transportattol 
Palestine of 1 

in Europe J 
session toda) 

Int•ernactiorlal Chritlan Coni 

··-::C. 

Llf'. -'i 
:;:ctJc; 

st•. 
o~Jere.tj 
rec.J_::trr~f 

·.·lll J.! 

to sa•Jc 
~ossii,J 
·J~eniti 
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Located in various States, but mostly in the Middle West, 
there are more than 1,000 strip ooal mines alone in current 
operation, some of the largest of which EACH destroy ANNUALLY 
as muoh as 160 aores of land much of whron-ia capable of 
producing 100 B1 bushels of oorn per acre. Of course the coal 
operators are doing everything in their power to belittle the 
importance o~ this destruction, but unbiased experts say that 
with the strip minable depth constantly increasing aa machinery 
is improved, it is quite likely that in due time strip mining 
can be practiced economically to a depth of 160 feet; and at 
this depth, ·a.a much .as 26 1 000 1 000 acres of arable land will be 
eventually destroyed,-more than the entire tillable area of 
Palestine! So you oan readily understand how this destruction 
fits into the "economy of scarcity" practiced by the New Deal. 

On the right hand herewith are copies of two letters,-first 
and laat,-out of a oorrespondance extending, with conferences, 
over a period of 7 months, with the Central Indiana Coal Co., 
one of the largest strip mine operators. You can see from the 
letter of May 20, 1937, this operator recognized my familiarity 
with the strip miners' problema. And you can see from his letter 
of Feb. 12, 1938, that he did not want to introduce improvements 
that would make his expensive machinery obsolete. Actually, that 
was not his reason for declining finally to co-operate with me, 
and, as a matter of fact; my improvements do not make current 
equipment in the stripping obsolete because it is not the stripping 
industry_ b-ut the_ undergroun~ or shaft, minin-g that dictates the 
price of coal. Only about llffo of all coal is now mined by the 
stripping method. However, my methods place the small-operators 
on a much better competitive basis than now, and it might be that 
here is an opportunity for the Amg.,ioan Jewish Societies to make 
a deal with the Government to allft~hem to buy up all strip mine 
wastelands now idle and non productive and start reclaiming them 
for Jewish refugees to settle on. This is an eminently practical 
proposition and there is little doubt that if the Jewish Societies 
seriously undertook to reclaim this land, .... they:· coula:c.!ll'l'a:nge__:: 
with State and _Federal authorities to make American citizenship 
for refugees placed on it contingent on their staying on the land. f 
Well, there isn't the slightest doubt about .the fertility<of the 
reclaimed land, so there need be no fear of their abandoning it. 

The various locations named by Philip Wylie, -such~evada, 
and the Texas dust bowl haven't enough water to grow crops regularly, 
but he also mentions Georgia which does have possibilities. However,­
there is no land in the world better sitnated for farming or better 
supplied with water than the middle west where strip mining is carried 
on. The Jewish societies have their experts who are well able to look 
into this proposition from beginni:D.g to end, and I would be very - · 
glad to meet with them and discuss the various angles in connection 
with the ~~plamation of strip mine land. I am certain too, that you 
can secure the ready co-operation of the Governors of all the States 
involved. l have no regular fee for this kind of consultation se~vioe, 
and yon would be under no obligation to me unl.e's:S we entered into a 
written agreement. Let me hear fr~m yon. . . 

., 

I ;j .·· 
I 

'I 
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Liquidation of 
War Refugee Board 

l8y dear trr. Secratar;n 

Thera ia fomarded to you haraw:i th tor 

appropriate repzy a letter addressed :to the President 
}-'' ·. ,. ). j-. 

by(Charles Bra~)conceming~~is relative~@ at the 

Emergency Re.fugee Shelter in oswego, New York. 

The Honorable 

Very tru~y yo~mg ~ ~ 

11~ (7-1-J) 
Orvis A. Schmidt 

Director-

The Secretary o£ the Interior 

Enoloau:nl 

FHodel:gmb 11-16~45 

-\ 



mn in'1 ~ini_r thi. f! let.ter ard &.:~. ro!ppea~ lr:t_; tr. JCT!' g0od 
~-~.ntJ_:;·r: and heart • 

. [ iid-·/c !.·Jt. r:;e9n fi!J• ~:i Gte[~ ~~Ld !lB1' i'wd.ly l'(.r 2~~ years. 
'i'hn~· have h~mr, :m~l st i.ll are, :Lt! tltn 0m·mb0 ]f~.fUf:HC C_arr.p for 
riot·~ than {i yP.ti'C -r1ow~ I. wo1tJ.a l1c th~~ i::{J.;ip-1.·-!:i, mm: ·in- U1f' 
·,·:u;,--JJ if I cc•nlj see :r:y si!;t~?r and !ir-~r- :'.:.:.nr1.~.?, {;;rt. I aid a 
ver;; .:rLd<. ITIH!·l, with r~ !wart c::.:rid-;_ti.(m, ~n:.l iiO cir;ctcr gi·;es rr.r~ 
:·:tn·.rrli:;c~ O!i t0 ~.r.1vHl s·.~ f'ur to s1~e he::, ~ 1-::!~~w t)-.ut you m:P. 
thl'-1 .r,.nJ.y lfi~tl on oc~rth t!1u.t cc-uld helr:. r:1e. .;.ihennvGr· we :--~~~.qd~;J 

~i:J.Ra;~. ~h~u~~ ~,~:~d~e t~~:va~~~dcl~;. ~~;~- ~~~·r:\~P~~~~t:~~n~c.;:~;;v~~~ t, 
hls pl:-1CCJ l?1lt 'fU'J E;hrmJ.tl hi.!V8 l.or:._;~"!l' ~~r~['..t·e t.c J.ive U·:r.:.I• 1-,e 
:~1J. /,!f:~r:i 

·::-i,; ~: ~J: Ai' · 1 .~--.:r ._::ru.L0!:'ul to :,·:)~J., j_f ;r·J~· -,·;c-lJ]d t:r&r:t 
my request, a.r:d release my s1~;tf!!' .snd l~r3r .l.'i:DJily .l'!~orL thr. 
Cs1"1Pgo R;:!'u.gtH~ Camp. Tt1eir name is: 

/:-;/ Lr. ·~h:rcl~s Uruun 
JO]l \Jright.on 5tr. St. 
l!··x·kl~,-T:, ;.; . Y~ 

-\-



Liquidation of 
War Refugee Board 

Dear Mr. Greenbaum: 

NOV 2 1945 

Reference is made to your letter of October Jl, 
1945, addressed to the War Refugee Board. This ia to 
advise you that the War Refugee Board- iirila t-erminated 
on Septl!lnber 14, 1945, by Executive Order No. 9614, 
providing for its liquidation by the Treasury Depart­ment. 

It is suggested that ymt refer yoor problem to 
one of the member agencies of the Central Location 
Index, the names and ad.dreaaes of which appear on the 
enclosed list. 

Nathaniel Greenbaum; Esq.,c 
Counselor at Law, 
66 Court Street, 

-Brooklyn, N. Y. 

Enclosure. 

FH;hd ll/2/45 

Very truly youre, 

Orvis A. Schmidt 
Director 

-' 



NATHANIEL GREENBAUM 
COUNSELOR AT LAW 

War Refugee Board 
Washington, D. c. 
Gentleman: 

66 COURT STREET 

BROOKLYN, N.Y. 

PHONE T~ 5-;g:~ 

October 31,1945 

I am interested in ascertaining the present where­
abouts _o_f Chaim v. GranatoV!itz,also known as Granatovich. 

This individual was born in Lomza,Poland where he 
was at the outbreak of World War II. From a soldier who 
returned to the States,it was ascertained that as lata 
as August,l945 Mr. Granatowitz was in Modena Refugee 
Camp #24, Modena,Italy. 

The relativasof this subject are very anxious to 
do what they can for him and most anxiously await word 
as to his present whereabouts. I will thank yol]_for 
any assistance that you may render in_.ascertainingand 
reporting to me this subject's whereabouts and full ad­dress. 

Thanking you in advance for any courtesies you 
may extend, I remain 

NG/fd 

Very truiy yours, 

ex.__., - 1!-- (J . ·--_ .. __ - A -

q~~ 
NATHANIEL GREENBAUM 

'I 
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Liquidation of 
War Refugee Board 

Dear .ito. Wells: 

Re~ipt is acknowledged of your letter of October 17, 
194.5, addressed to the Wall" Re.tugee Board. !hie 1e to ad­
viae you that .the War RefUgee Board was terminated on 
September 14, 194.5, by Executive Order No. 9614,· providing· 
for ita liquidation by the Treasury Department, · 

It is suggested that you oontaot one of the agencies 
on the enclosed list for assistance concerning imml.gration 
to this country of your sister and bar sen. 

ltr. Egon P. Wells, 
44-1.5 4Jrd Avenue, 
Loog Island Glty, N.Y. 

Enclosure. 

FH:hd 10/22/45 

Vary truly youre 1 

Is/ ()~·a;~ 
Orvie A. Sobaidt 

Director 



THE 

Executive Office of the 
War Refugee Board 
Washington, C25) D. c. 

AGENCY AT 

SOCIETY 

October 17, 1945 

Attention: Office of the Executive Director 

Gentlemen: 

Referring to your letter from September of 1944 in 
which you stated that my sister and her son,· ALICE BOLGAR and 
!ilCHAEL BOLGAR were in the category of people you have under your 
special protection. I would like to inform you that I received 
a cable from ·.tlllm that they are living at their old address 
32/5 Damjanich Ucca, Budapest VII, 

Will you please be good enougl_l to let me know ii' you 
could do anything to help them as they are in need, o~, if I can 
do anything please let me also know what I can do to bring the'" 
over here and if I can communicate with them through your office, 



Liquidation of 
Will' Refugee Board 

; ' ~ --. . " .. 

Dear Corporal Maziarz: 

ocr 221945 

Receipt is acknowledged of your letter of September 19, 
1945, addressed to the War Refugee Board. This is to ad­
viae you that the War Refugee Board wae terminated on · 
September 14, 1945, by Executive Order No. 9614, proViding 
for its liquidation by the Treasu~ Department. · 

It is suggested that you contact one of the agencies 
on the enclosed list for assistance concerning immigration 
to this country of your wife. 

Very truly yours, 

/5/ (j~ Q.~-
Orvis A. Schmidt 

Director 

Stephen Maziarz, ASN 31088196, 
Cpl., Btry B, 902nd F.A. Bn., 
APO 77, 
San Francisco, Cal. 

EnclosUre. 

., 
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Honorable J. 'II, Pehle, 
Executive Director, 
1'/ar Refugee Board, 
Washington,2~, D.c. 

Dear Sir: 

19 September 1945 

I am writing again to tell you that I have had r/Ord 
from my brother·in Poland and he informed me that my wife 
and family are alive but have been reduced to utter des­
titution from the effects of the war, They are still re­
sidins in the village of \vola Wadv1aka, Town of Mielec, State 
of Krakow, Poland, Since the rmr in this theater is nor/ over 
too, I expect to be sent home in the near future, but I would 
like to knovl if there are any steps I can take out here that 
rlould hasten the entry of my wife into our country. Please 
excuse my undue anxiety, but since I have heard that my rlife 
is alive and living in extreme circumstances I ~/auld be moat 
grateful if you can inform me of any necessary formalities I 
can take care of before I am able to return. 

Thanking you again for your sincere consideration and 
kind cooperation,_ I remain 

Slncerelyf!o s, · 

-4u m /17Z~rJ.Y5 
Stephe f.!aziarz ASlf 31088196 
Cp1 1 Btry B 902nd F A Bn 
APO 77 San Francisco, Calif. 

. ' 

,/ 

·' 
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Liquidation of 
'll'ar Retugee Board 

-~ 

Dear Jfro. Liekofllkys 

Reoeipt is acknowledged of ;your letter of October ll, 
1945, oance:rning your interest in ·the organisation and 
aohie-te of the War Retugea Board. 

. A cop;y of the final report o:f the Bxeoutive Director 
of the Board is :forwarded to you herewith. It ill hoped 
that this report w:Ul be of assistance to you. The records 
and filee of the War Refugee Board have been traneferred to 
the !latianal Archives. 'l'hs Board was term:lnated by B:uoutive 
Order an September 15, 1945, md thie office is handling its 
liquidation. 

lfr. Sidney Lieko:fllky, 
199 Raat 3rd st.:reitt, 
Hew York, N.Y. 

Enclosure. 

FH:hd 10/17/45 

Very trul;y yours, 

k¥ 0JWC:... Q. s-~",t-l~ 
Orvis A. Sahmidt 

Di:reotor 

• 



War Refugee Board 
Washington, D,C, 

Dear :lir: 

199 East 3rd Street 
NewYork, N.Y. 

October 11, 1945 

I am contemplating writing a stUdy concerning the 
organization and achievements of the War Re·fugee Board, I 
would want this to be a thorough and scholarly piece of work, 
to be incorporated as part of a doctoral dissertation on a 
related theme, It would not be advisable, however, to begin 
such a study unless the necessarydoouments were available to 
me. 

I would appreciate your informing me whether, where, __ and --· 
which of your records I could consult. Of course, the more the 
documents that could be sent to me to keep, the more my work 

·would be facilitated, 

Respectfully yours,· 

.£~ __ of:~ 
Sidnay J.'kofsky- ~-/ 

'--0 



MAX GOTTSCHALK 
PmiJtm 

JOHN 1., BERNSTEIN 
Chairman, Exuulive Commiurr 

ABRAHAM HERMAN 
Honorary Seut14ry 

LOUIS OUNGRE 
TrtaJiirtr 

MBMBBRS: 

lSAAC L, ASOFSKY 
SOLOMON DINGOL 
SAMUEL A. TELSEY 

EXECUTIVB DtllECTORS: 

JAMES BERNSI:EIN, Ut~Dn 
EDOUARD OUNGRE, Butnos-Airts 

EXBcunVB StCRBTAllY: 

ILJA DIJOUR 

Affiliattd Commhuu anrl 
Correspondtnls: 

CANADA 
CUBA 

·JAMAICA 
MBXICO 
PANA!tlA 
ARGENTINA 
BRAZIL 
BOUVIA 
CHlLB 
COLOMBIA 
ECUADOR 
PARAGUAY 
PERU 
URUGUAY 
VENBZUBLA 

•AUSTRIA 
•BELGIUM 
BULGARIA 

•CZECHOSLOVAKitl 
•DANZIG 
•DENMARK 
ENGLAND 

•ESTONIA 
•FINLAND 
FRANCB 

•GERMANY 
GRBECB 

•HOLLIIND 
•HUNGARY 

ITtfLY 
•LATVIA 
•LITHUANIA 
•LUXEMBOURG 
•POLAND 
PORTUGAL 
RUIIIANIA 
SPAIN 
SWEDEN 
SWITZER.LAND 
TURKEY 

•YUGOSLAVIA 

•CHINA 
INDIA 
IRAN 

•JAPAN 
•MANCHURIA 
PALESTINE 

•PHILIPPINE ISLANDS 

ALGIERS 
EGYPT 
KENYA 
MOROCCO 
PORTUGUESE ElfST AFRICA 
TANGIER 
UNION OP SOUTH AFRICA 

AUSTRALIA 
NEW ZEALAND 

~LYCLOSru 
~ 

HIAS-tGA EMIGRATION J\SSuGIATION, INc. (HICEM) 
i186 FOURTH AVENUE, NEW YORI1 16, N.Y. 

CABLB ADDRESS: 
HICBM-NBW YORK 

European Headquarters: 
"HICEM" 

TBLEPHONB: 
~!URRAY Hu.t 3-2845 

Rua Rodrigo Da Fonseca 49 
LISBON, PORTUGAL 

September 27, 1945. 

Miss Florence Hodel, 
Assistant Executive Director, 
War Refugee Board, 
Washington 25, D.c. 

Dear Miss Hodel: 

Thank you so much for your 

letter of September 14th enclosing documents 

for us which arrived through the United States 

Consulate General in Istanbul. 

jdB 

J·~r .. ··. 
Ilja Di~ 
Execut1'1 Sec~ary. 
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Liquidation of 
'Pr Refugee Board SEP 2G 1945 

1M 

JCY dear llr. Secretaey, 

There ie forwarded to you herewith for appropriate 
reply a letter addressed to the Prea1d8nt by Leon II. 
De spree. 

AtJ you may know, the 'lllr Befugee ·Board was terain­
ated by Klte011tive Order Ho. 9614 of September 141 1945, 
providing tor itl liquidation by the 'lrea111117 Dllp .. t11111nt. 

.The Honorable, 

Very truly youre, 

Is! 'ht.t: ~~ 
K. L• Hotfllln 

Acting DLreotor 

The Secretary or the Interior. 

FB:hd 9/26/45 
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Law Offices 
m~SPRF;S AND LANg 

'17 West -iiBshington St, 
Chicago 2, Ill. 

President harry S, Truman, 
4he ,fui te House, 
Washlngton, D, C, 

Dear Sir: 

September 20, 1945. 

Recently I chanced to spend the night in Oswego, New 
York, and visited the excellent War Reloc.J.tion Camp. there, I 
;vas deeply impressed by the high level of the persons living in 
the camp. They seemed to be unusually gifted both in their per­
sonalities and in their cultural achievements, 

l am >~Tit:lng to ask you to do whatever you can to make 
it possible for these persons to rema:ln in the United Stntes so 
that their contributions can be_added to our society, Although 
some of them desire to return to Europa, most of them have lost 
the_ir European connections so that a returri to Europe would be 
almost an act of inhumanity. I believe that-a:service would be 
rendered this countr; by doing everything possible to keep those 
residents who desire to stay. 

Sincerely yours, 

/s/ Leon 1!. Thspres 



Liquidati.® ~ 
111r Re.fllgee Board 

S£P 26 1945 

Reference ill made to your letter of September 24, 
l94S, addressed to the 'lil.r-Refugee Board. Thia B~rd 
waa terminated on Septeiuber 14, 1945, by Executive 
Order No. 9614, providing for ite liquidation by the 
Treaaury Department. 

Your letter haa aooordinglybean referred to 
llr. Howard K. Travers, Chief of the Visa Division -ot 
the Department of State, tor appropriate reply. 

Han. F. Edward Hebert, 

Very truly youra, 

Jsjrn·L#o'F 
Ill. L. Botrm.n 

Aotirig _ Direator 

House of Representatives. 

FH:h.d 9/26/.45-9--61 r 

"' 
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Liquidatim of 
War Refugee Board 

-;-

vtP 261945 

Dear .ltr. Traveraa 

'l'liere is .tonrardsd to you herewith tor appropriate 
reply a letter ad.dreuad to the War Refugee Board by 
Omgree111111n Habert 'llbo hae been 8dv1eed ot th1a retarenoe. 

As you may know, the War Ha!ugee Board wae tel'lllln­
ated m SeptBIIIber 14, 1945, b;r Executive Order No. 9614, 
prov1c1:1ng tor 1te liqu1c1at1m by the Treasury llepartmmt. 

Very truly ;voura, 

lsj /t..rf: +I~~ 
J(, L. Hoftmln 

Aot1ng Diraotor 

.lfr. H Qlllll'd K. Traver a, 
Chief, ViA D1v181m 0 
Departmtnt of Stete, 
Room 5~-o. Stmdard 011 Bldg, 

1 
3rd & Cmat1tut1m Avenue, 
lfaeh1ngton, D~ O, 

Enclosure, 

'Vii~ .. · 
FH;hd 9/26/45 
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·+ War Refugee Board 
Washin~ton, D. C, 

lliar Sirs: 

CCN G!VIilS OF TilE UNITED STATgs 
House of Representatives 

Washington, D. C. 

September 21,, 191,5 

Attention: Mr. Axkin 

With further reference to my telephone conversa­
tion w1 th you on December 20, 1941,, relative to the 
Petitioo for insusnce of immieration visa filed in behalf 
of Urs. l!.1.izabeth 1'.'olber, r>ow residing at KolnEhrenfeld,. 
Ger1:1a11y, I would deeply appreciate your advice as to 
the status of this request at the preseht time and if 
it is possible to assist this lady in her request, 

The petitioo was filed by Mrs. Henrietta Wolber 
Brmm, 458 Borckonbraugh Court, New Orleans, Louisiana. 
Mrs. i3rol\n has sent on to me copy of letter which she 
received from the Immigration and Naturalization Service, 
dated October 21, 1944, advising her th<tt visa petition 
had been approved by them and fonvarded to the J:l9partment 
of State together with a copy of the communication of their 
office to the War llefugee Board advising of the ection taken, 

I would appreciate yo\lr advioe in this connectioo. 

Sincerely yi:lurs, 

/s/ F. Edw. Hebert 

. I 



Liquidation of 
War RefUgee Board 

·':f· 
Dear Mr. Keating: 

/' 

SEP 24 1945 

Reference is made to your letter of September lS, 
1945, addressed to the War RefUgee Board. This is to 
advise you that the War Refugee Board was terminated 
on September 14, 1945, by Executive Order No. 9614, 
providing for its liquidation by the Treasury Depart­
ment. 

It is suggested that you refer your problem to 
one of the member agencies of the Central Location 
Index, the names and addresses of which appe·ar on the 
enclosed list. 

John M. Keating, Esq., 
Giddings, Keating and Reid, 
41 East 42nd street, 

_New York 17, B. Y. 

Enclosure. 

(JJI~ ~-· 

FH:hd 9/24/45 

Very truly yours, 

II. L. Hoffman 
Acting Director 
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.JOHN M. KEATING 

GEORGE F. REID 

H. STARR GIDDINGS 

FREDERICK .J. WILKENS 

GIDDINGS, KEATING AND REID 

ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

41 EAST 42N_o STREET 

NEW YORK 17, N.Y . 

TELEPHONE VANDERBILT 6·4~14 

CABLE ADDRESS: KEBRAM, N. V. 

WASHINGTON ADDRESS 

726 .JACKSON PLACE 
WASHINGTON, O;C. 

September 18th, 1945~ 

The \'far Refugee Board 
Treasury Department 
Washington, D, C, 

Dear Sirs: 

Att: Mr. l•!cCormick 
Re: i'lladyslaw, Stefani e and 

Jadvriga Natanson 

During the early part of 1945 I 'rae in communi­
cation with Mr. Akson of the l'iar Refugee Board, inquiring 
about the above named persons, Under date of February 
7th I received a letter from Florence Hodel, Assistant 
Executive Director of the i'iar Refugee Board, stating that 
the people were deported from Vittel with the second 
transport in May, 1944, From Vi ttel they_ '~ere apparently 
transferred to-Drancy, a camp in a suburb of Paris. From 
information which we have, it appeared that the second 
transport went east, that is to Poland, but nothing more 
definite than that could be ascertained, 

\aii you please advise whether at the present 
time any further information is available on the possible 
whereabouts of these refugees, 

JMK:B 
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Liquidation of 
War Refugee Board 

Dear Miss Reiman: 

Receipt· is acknowledged of your letter of September lB, 
1945, addres3ad to the War Refugee Board. This is to ad­
viae you that the War Refugee Board was terminated on 
September 14, 1945, by Executive Order No. 9614, providing 
for its liquidation by the Treasury D3partment, 

It is suggested that you communicate with the Depart­
ment of State and the Inmigration and Naturalization Com­
mission concerning your study on refugees. 

Miss Eleanor Reiman, 

Smyrna, Delaware. 

FH:hd 9/24/45 :JI./ ·~ 

Very truly yours, 

M. L. Hoffman 
Acting Director 

-1 



Mr. John W. Pehle 

War Refugee Board 
Washington D. c. 
Dear sir: 

Smyrna, Delawa 
Sept.l8, 1945 

I am worklngon a project in school 
concerning refugee!?. If you would be able to 

supply me with eny material on this subject I 
sh·~>uld be very grateful. The main questions 
thH. t [ shclUld 1 iKe to t:.no\', are: ( l) Where are 
m.1st of the refugees being kept,(2) vlhat will be 
d·.)ne :>l ;.h them no•.-,· t.h<;t the v,ar has ended, ( 3) 
wh.> mee"~s t.he expenses required to take care of 
the tEe •>eO[lle, ( 4) c. bout ,•,h,;t are the number of 
r\lfugees here n<lW and fr:Jm v.hat countries are they? 

I hope th•..tt you will be able to help 
me rd th the answers to my questions. 

Yours truly, 
(Miss.) Eleanor Reiman 

Smyrna Delmvare 

. I 
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Liquidation of 
War Refugee Board 

SEP 24194~ 

-,j, 

Dear Mrs. Case: 

Receipt is aoknmvledged of your letter of September 19, 
1945, addressed to the War RefUgee Board. This is to ad­
vise you that the War Refugee Board was terminated on 
September 14, 1945, by Executive Order No. 9614, providing 
for its liquidation by the Treasury Department .• 

It is suggested that you contact one of the agencies 
on the enclosed list for aeaietancs concerning immigration 
to this country of your mother and sister.·. 

Mrs. Yolan .Case, 
1576 Pearl Street, 
Denver 5, Colorado. 

Enclosure, 

FH:hd 9/24/45 

Very truly yours, 

U. L. Hoffman 
Acting Director 

., 
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Executive Office of the President 
War Refugee Board 
Washington 25 , D, C, 

Mr .lU. W. Pehle 
Executive Director 

Dear Mr.Pehle: 

ilept.l9,1945 

Thank you for your encouraging letter of October 19,1944, 
On Nov.7,194l,my Mother Mrs. Irma Schoen and sister Miss Margit 
Schoen were issued immigration visas, by an American officer at 
Budapest, Hungary. ·. 

I just received a letter f'_rom my mother and sister. They just 
returned from two different german concentracios camps to their old 
adress: Nagyatadi Szabo St. 5o fsz.2, Budapest, Hungary. 

Please advise me-;what can we or you do for them and what are 
the chanches about facilitating their early immigration to the u.s.A. 

Thank you very much f'or all the trouble y.ou went into for me. 

Mrs. Yolan Cass 
1576 Pearl Street 
Denver 5, Colorado 

Yours very truly, 
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Liquidd.tion of 
War RefUgee Board SEP241945 

Dear Mr. Huber: 

Receipt is acknowledged of' your letter of September 18, 
1945, addressed to the War RefUgee Board. This is to ad­
vise you that the War Refugee Board waa terminated on 
September i4, 1945, by Executive Order No. 9614, providing 
for its liquidation by the Treasury Department. · 

It is suggested that you contact one of the agencies 
on the enclosed list for information and aasiatance in 
connection with the immigration of your brother'to this 
country. 

Mr. Joseph Hubsr, 
900 Riverside Drive~ 
New York 32, N. Y. 

Enclosure. 

~-
FH:hd 9/24/45 

Very truly. yours, 

M. L. Hoffman'-:·-·-­
Acting Dit;egt<:r 

-::-.-. 

-I 



Joseph Huber 
900 Riverside Drive, 
!~ew York 32, NY. 

War Refugee Board, 
Washington 25, D.c. 

Gentlemen, 

Sept.l8, 1945 

The u.s. State Department referred me to your Agency 
for your kind assistance in rescuing my brother, Mr. Felix 
Huber, from Europe. 

Only a few days ago· I received a letter from ·him, the 
first since the war had started, It is a tale of horror 
and suffering, death and destructions. Suffice to say that 
for 8 months he was an inmate for the notorious Exteemination 
Camp Oswiescin• Auschwitz, now prominently in the news in 
connection with the trial of the murderer Kramer of Belsen. 

PresentlJ he is located at the Center Deggendorf w~ .• 
Oberbpyern, Vermany and I am unable to correspond with him 
directly and·give him any assistance, especially cannot 
even .try procure an Immigration Visa for him .. ,s no U.s.· 
Consulate is operating in Germany. Furthermore I fear that 
my own resources may be fonnd not sufficient under the rigid 
rules of the Visa Dept. 

Therefore I ask you for your kind assistance and advise 
in this matter, i. e. the quickest way to bring my suffering 
brother out of the hell of Germany to the u~s. to join us, 
my mather and me. Perhaps you could arrange for an Emergency 
Visa or other Wfi.Y toshorten the time until he can come to 
the United States of whom I am proud to be an Citizen. 

I thank you very much fpr any advise y.·ou may be ab~e: t tqo 
give me and meanwhile remai~. ~ 
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