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: ) T DATED: -Augnst 22, 1944 - 0
Ts the Secrei},ary of State RZEC'D: Augu.st 30, 5’ p.m.

Washington, D. C.
A-1558, August 22, 2 p.m. -

Reference is mads to Embassy's despatch No. 16511 of June,ZO,'
1544 ard to previous correspondence concerning the attitude of
Brazil toward admitting refugees into its territory. -

Dr. Lesao Velloso tells me that President Vargas himself has -
now apvroved the plan to dbring 500 refugse children to Brazil,
vrovided that the Brazilian Government did not incur the expenses
of transportation to and maintenance in Brazil. He has_according-
1y charged General Ivo Soares, Chairman of the Brazilisn Red Cross,
with making sultable arrangemsnts with appropriate Jewish welfare -
agencies here to take care of them.

Official announcement is to follow shortly.

CAFFERY
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: o AIRGRAM -
Secretary of State

Yashington s
A-330 of June 16, 1944 10 a.m..

The ‘Embassy has discuss

tial Airgram no. 375 of Jun

" children with Senor Mendez,
Infencia, &
children.

Senor Mendez stated that his

cartain conditions, to place one thousand ¢
in Coste Rica and might itself be able to t
vwished to know, : however, bafors the Costa R
formal commitment, whether assurances could

~would remain permenently in Costa Rica,

families would be reluctant to accept children

to Europe after the war.

He stated that the expenses of an

taken care of by the families concerned,

Board would have %o un
Patronate take some -children,
for the budget is not large.

If the De

.. San Jose,-Costa Rica
- DATED: June 16,1944 -
. REC'D; Junezzol,lorgkq;'

partment can assure the childrens
BRica, it is beliasved that the Costa Rican Gove

able to receiving as many children ag Senor Me

DES PORTES

American Embassy

ake a smaller gquota,

ndez recommends.

]

ed the question Teported in my confiden..
e 10, of Costa Rica's receiving refuges
head of the Patronate Nacional de ia .
& geml-officlal agency charged with the care of ‘orphaned

organization would be able under -
hildren -in private homes
He
iean Government makes a
be given that the children
for he said that many private
who might be returned

v children so accepted would be
but that the War Refugee
dertake transportation expenses. Should the
all expenses would have to he paid,

permanency in Costa
rament will be agres-
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~ © UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
No. 7845 ' B ' Habana, September 7, 1944
AIR HAIL : R

" Sudbject: Cuba Agrees to Accept 1000 Refugee,Childfén,jj;%i
P

The Honorable .
The Secretary of State,
Yashinzton, D. C,

- 8ir:

In amplification of my telegram No. 798 of September 5, 7 p.m.,
I have the honor to encloss copy and translation of Note No. 2219
from the Ministry of State wherein the Government of Cuba agrees. to
accept 1,000 refugee children in France ang Hungary. -

I have not been apprised of the manner in vhich Cuba propoéeé
to-handle this matter, but I shall advise the Department lmmediately
of further developments. ) - ' L

Respgctfully yours,

- For the Charge d'Affaires é,i.:

‘(Signed) s
GARRET G. ACKERSON, JH.

Garret G. Ackerson, Jr;
First Seeretary of Zmbassy -

Paclosuresi
y 1. Copy of Foreign Office
H

note No. 2219 /Tnitted--Ed.J ’ D
2. Translation thereof . L




[Enclosure Mo, 2 to Dispatch
 No, 7845 dated Séptember 7,
1944,/ :

. TRANSLATION

The Ministry of Stats presents its compliments to the Embagsy

of the United States of America and in connection with the memorandum
from the Embassy dated August 17 regarding the admission into Ciuda -
of 1,000 refugee children who are &t pregent in France and Hungary,.'
is pleased to advise that the Government of Cuba agrees to offer .
lodzing on our soil to the indicated minors and that it is disposed -
to offer all facilities to carry out this humanitarian prbposal. T

The Ministry of State avails iﬁself'of this opportunity to

renew to the Embassy of the United States of America the assurances
of 1ts highest consideration, '

Habana, September




- DOCUMENT -
PARAPHRASE OF TELEGRAM RECEIVED

FROM:  Américan Enbassy, Ciudad Trujillo
T0: Secretary of State, Washington

DATED: ~ May 4, 1944 .

NUMBER: 219

With reference to pepartment’s April 15 circular airgram ‘Foreign
Office informed Embassy thig morning that Dominican Government would
Tecelve a minimum of 1,000 refugee children up to 16 years of age,
and a maximm of 2,000. Upon their arrival in this country, he stated :
that private institutions subsidized by the state would take care of
them., ’ o : ‘ :

 NEWBEGIN

 DECLASSIFED




DOCUMENT
PARAPHRASE OF TELEGHAM RECEIVED . -

FROX:  American Zmbassy, Ciudad Trujillo

TO: Secretary of State, Washington -
DATED: Hay 19, 1944 ' )

WUMBER: 240

"I was informed by the Foreign Minister that the Colombia Consul .
at Bern 1s merely in charge of Dominican archives and is not a bona
fide representative of Dominican interests-in Switzerland. With
further reference to the Department's telegram of May 17, 1944, No.
200 and 'in view of the above, the Forsign Miniaster informally told
ms that it was the intention of the Foreign Office to send & note to
the Embassy suggesting that the Swiss Government be advised by the
American representativs in Bern of the Dominican Governments' inten~
tlon to accept & minimum of 1,000 refuges children and tha maximum
of 2,000, It was added by the Foreign Minister that the note would
also suggest that it would appreciate the American Government ‘g
accepting responsibility for the lssuance of the visas if this is. 7
agresable to it, As goon as we have received an official communica~ -

) tion to this effect, we will inform the Departmant, ) T

HENBZGIN

DECLASSIFIED
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EMBASSY OF THE ~
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No, 2140

UNITED STATES OF AMERICGA = -

Quito, Ecuador, September 15, 1944 - .

Subject: Ecuadoran Responég to Proposal to Receive Refugee™ -
Childrsn, ST

The Honorabls
The Secrstary of State,
Washington.

Sir:

With refersnce to the Embasay's despatch No. 2053 of Angust 29,
1944, and the Embagsy's telegram No. 908 of today, I have the honor
to enclose & copy and transgla tion of an &lde memoire from the Minis-
try for Foreign Affairs indicating its belief that Eeu&dor‘would be able
to accept approximately three hundred orphaned or abandoned. children
from Europe under the conditions outlined in the Department's tele-
gram No. 680 of August 10, 9 p.m., and previous communlcations. ‘

Raspéctfully yours, -
For the Ambagsador:

(5igned) :
JAMES W. GANTENBEIN

James W, Gantenbein
Second Secretary of Embassy

Bnclosures:

1. Copy of aide memire [Omitted — Ed,]
2. Transletion
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[inclosure ¥o. 2 to. Dispatch
No. 2140 dated September 14,,
1944,/ 7 v

R4

' TRANSLATION

Aide Memoire

With reference to the aide memoire addressed by the Ministry
for Foreizn Affairs to the Embassy of the United States of America -
on August 24 of this year informing it that Ecuador wag- prepared
-to receive a group of orphaned or abandoned Buropean children under
the conditions set forth in sald communication, the Ministry for
Foreign Affairs has the honor to state that the matter, bhaving been
considered by the Ministry of Social Welfare, it is believed that
Zcuador would be able to receive up to 300 children provided that the -
~War Bsfugee Board furnished the funds necessary -for the case., .~

The number indicated in the preceding paragraph might vary,
nevertheless, in accordance with the provisions which the above
- mentioned board might make for each child, the adequacy of which is
to be submitted to the judgment of the Ecuadoran Government,
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Y  San Salvador, EL Salvador, May 4, 1944
No. 1531 ' N

S—

SUBJECT: - Admission of Jews and other war refuggés o
into El Salvador. - R -

- The Honorable
The Secretary of State
Washington

Sir:

I have the honor tc refer to the Department's confidential circu- -
ler airgram dated April 20, 7:35 p.m., end to report thet I conveyed
its purport to the Salvadoran Minister for Foreign Affairs at an inter-
view on the morming of April 25, which was supplemented by a note
later the sawe day, a copy of which is attached hereto. -

- I have now recéived from Dr. Avila a personal lett-er, the English
version of which is transcribed below: - - - o

" "Sen Salvador, May 2, 191.1,:.
My dear Mr. Thurston:

I take pleasure -in advising you that my Government
views with sympathy and in principle is in agreement with
the suggestion to which your esteemed letter of April 25
refers to the end that El Salvador would grant refuge to
orphaned or abandoned children now within the territory = -
occupled or controlled by the enemy, and that to this end
1t would construct a suitable building; but, before: reach-
ing & final conclusion it would desire to know whether the. ..
cost of the building, the feeding and education etes: of “the .’
&nildren would be borne by the War Refugee Board;. and: 750 -
finally all the expenses which that Board would be willing:+. .
to meet for more or less 100 children. S
I beg you therefore to glve me this information if . -
convenlent. - ' :

For your kindness I thank you in advance.

I am, as always your affectionate friend,

" (8Lgned)
A. R. AVILA"

DuCLASSITED




When I spoke to Dr. Avila he made no merition of the -fact: that -
his Government might expect us to defray the cost of a building in~
- which to lodge the refugees under considération, but didiingquire L . ¢
whether the War Refugee Board would defray all costs of transporting =~ ..
the refugees to E1 Salvador, maintaining them here for such time &as .
- might be decided upon, and of their eventual removal from the-country.
© His letisr makes no reference to the latter point and introduces the -
new one rzlating to the cost of the building. Sl E

Respectfully yours, . -

(Signed)
WALTER THURSTONVV

Enclosure
Copy of letter to )
Dr. Avila dated 4/25/44
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Zihclosure No. 1 to:
Dispatch No. 1531
dated May 4, 19447

My dear Dr. Avilag

San Salvador, -April 25; -

In confirmation of my statements this mornin
advising you that Wy -Governaent has now authoriz
sular officers in Switzerland to issue up to four thousand quota im-
nmigration visas to refugee children up to sixteen years. of age withoug
regard to religionm, nationality or stateless status, to close relatives
residing in eneny, énemy-occupied or controlled terri :

g I take pleasuré'in
ed the American coni’

-availability of means of transportati

migrating children will not become public charges. T
Shouid therée be Private agencies in E1 Salvad6r wiiling and -able

to undertake a program for the care of refugee children, the War ’

Refugee Board is confident that it can make

these agencies with adequate funds for the m
welfare of ag many children as the Government
¥illing to admit. Should it prove necessary,

be available to meet transportatipn expenses f
couniry, - :

funds would undohbtgdly
rom Switzerland to this

With respect to the foregoing

» it would be gratifying were the
Government of E1 Salvador to give

asgsurances to the Swiss Government:" -

Should the Government

humanitarian offer, it is suggested that the Salvadoran répresentativ :
in Bern issue the approgriate number of immigration visas and naintain
their validity until suitable transportation facilities. from SwWitzer- -

land to El Salvador become available. The special representative of’

the War Refugee Board attached to the American Legation in'Bern will-

be glad to cooperate with the Salvadoran representatives in this an
well as in all other refugee matters. : : ST

of El Salvador be willing o ﬂwﬂﬁ??ﬁhié=

!




B - '5837',—'

- I shall be grateful if Your Excellency will inform me. as quickly i
as may be possible of the atititude of the Government ‘of “El Salvador.
- ‘toward this question and, if the suggestion above presented is fav-
-orably received, what number of children 1t -1s prepared to admit into
this country. : ) IR S . .

Cordially and 'sinc.:erely, -

~ (Blgned)
WALTER THURSTON
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A d . _Embassy
' No. 1104, '

Guatemglé; M§y 15.:1944;77'
Sudject: Evacuation of Refugee Children -~
from Burope,’ oo

The Honorable
The Secrstary of State,
Washington, D.C.

{ ' Sir:

I have the honor to refer t

o the Department's circular airgram
dated April 20, 7:35 p.m,, 1944

» outlining the Department's policy
with regard to the acceptance by the United States of up-to 4,000
refugee children under immigration visas and requesting that assur—~
saces be sought of the Government to whick I am accredited that a

proportionate mumber of children would be accepted by it in like
circumstances, . N

- The matter having,been broached to the Government of Guaéemalg'
in the EZmdassy's note no, 154 of April 25, 1944, I havé now received
in reply, s note from the Foreign Office (no. 6130 dated Hay 11, 1944),

which 18 enclosed in copy and translation. it will be observed that
the Guatemalar Government hag agreed to accept up to 100 children
under the conditions o

utlined, but would prefer that so far as it
will be possible, these children be selected from French and Belgian

refugees,
Respectfully jours,
. (Signed)
. BOAZ LONG,
A( Enclosures:

1/2/ Copy fomitted — Ed,/ and translation of o
Foreign Office note no, 6130, May 11;<1944.;" :
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L:‘J'nclosura No. 2 to ‘Dispatch -
No. 1104 dated May 15, 1944-J

Translation: ' ’
Secretariat for Foreign Affairs
" Republic of Guatemala :
Diplomatic Section - ’ Ll
No. 6130 Guatemala, May-11, 1944,
Mr. Ambassador:

i B
I have had the honor of recsiving Your Excellencyt!s courtsous
note No, 154 of April 25

» 1944, in which Jou informed me of the will~
ingness of the Government of ths United States to receive in' its ter~
ritory four thousand refugee children, from those who are now abandon-
ed or orphansd in Europe, &s a consequence of the hardships of war,

I have taken due note of the conditions of this acceptance, which
Your Excellency ig £00d enough to gst forth in your courteous commun-
ication, - o

B Your Excellency Ais,good enough to trangmit an invitation from the
United States Government to the Gua

temalan Governmény to collaborats
in this relief work and to receive, in a gimilar manner, a specified
number of thege children, victimg of war; and, to this end, offers
the contribution and necessary help of the War Relief Board. '
I take pleasure in i

nforming Your Exce
of Guatemala gladly accep

In conrsequence I am pleased to beg Your Excellency's #aluabler
cooperation go tha

7 may be made for the Swigs
Government to sive provisional Tefuge t0 one hundred children, w S
will be brought to Guatemalan territory as soon as Possible; ..

I courteously beg Your Excellency to note that
this rarticipation the Goverament of Guatemala'does; not wish to.
nationality distinctions, or any of race or religibn,,itr'wquld,app
clate it if the hundred children to be given refugs in thig Republig -
might be salected,'preferably. from French or Belgian children.-

; ‘6ven. though An.

. in due time
to the Guatemalan

this Secretariat will
repressentative at the

give apprc;priate instrucfidlia"
place indicated i‘or',thq[ ;




Cosee -

issuénce of the necessary visé§ onlyhe documentsa of'thése cﬁildren;r'°

I avail myself of this opportunity, Mr. Ambagsador, to renew the .

assurances of my highest and most dis@ipguisheﬁ conside:ation;ﬂrﬁ

(Signed)
CARLOS . SALAZAR

His Excellency Boaz Long i
Ambassador E, and P, of the United States,
Guatemala, . :

hsa.
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ATRGRAM

- . Tevu01galpa, Honduras e
' ' ' Ho. A-165 o
DATEDs pril 27, 1944,
s 3 pem..
REC!'D:  May 3, 11 a.m.’

Secretary of State
VWashington
A-165, April 27, 3 p.m.

My A-163 of April 25, 5:30 pem. concernlng refugee chlldren under
sixteen years of age. ’

The Hinister for-Foreign Affairs informed me yesterday that
President Carias appears willing for Honduras to receive a maximum
of fifty (50) children, and that informetion as to the sex and age
preferred may be supplied later. I gathered that some preference as -
to racial origin (which may possibly mean that Polish, French, or
some other class of children would be more acceptable.than Jews)
might also be expressed. Acceptance of refugee children would be on.
the condition that all expenses of transportation and of maintenance
be met by other than Honduran agencies. -

Since Hondurss has no diplomatic or. consular representatives in
Switzerlsnd at the present time, perhaps the Department can suggest -
some practicable form of visa procedure.

Clarification on the following point would be helpful: - Arethe
children expected to remain in Honduras.the rest of their lives; or | ..
would they be returned to their countries of origin after termination. -
of the present war? .

FAUST

FARCTASSIFTED




DOCUMENT

PARAPHRASE OF TEL LbRAd RECEIVED

'FROM:  Amembassy, Managua

TO: Secretary of State, Washington
DATED: May 5, 1944
NUiiBER: 271

Reference is made herewith to the Department's alrgram of
7:35 pems, April 20, 1944.

The Nicaraguan Consul in Bern has been authorized by his Govern~ .

ment to visa the passports of one hundred children without distinction
of nationalivy or religion in agrebnent with representative of Far
Refugee Board there and to keep these visas valid until transporta—
tion becomes available to NlcaragLJ. ’

STEWART .

: DECLASSIFIED '
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P EMBASSY OF THE

v . UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
No. 2148 ' Asuncion,,Pafaguay3 June 3, 1944.

Subjects Paraguayan Goverrment willing to receive
- refugee children,

The Honorable

The Secretary of State,
Washington.

Sir:

I have the honor to refer to the Department's confidential
circular airgram of April 20, 1944, 7:35 p.m. to certain Embassies
stating that the Department has now authorized the American consular -
officers in Switzerlard to issue up to four thousand quota immigration
visas to refugee children, and requesting this Embassy to approach the
Paraguayan Government with a view to obtaining its consent to accept-
ing a fixed number of refugee children and giving assurances to the
Swiss Government of such willingness,

There has now besn received a note from the Uinistry of Foreign -
Relations on this subject, in reply to this Embassy's Note of ‘May 5,
1944. Copies and translations of these notes are transmitted nerew1th
and it will be noted that the Paraguayan Government is willing ‘to e
cooperate in this work provided that adequate financial assistance is:
available for the- purpose.

As respects the notification by the Paraguayan Government to the
Swiss Government, concerning which nothing is said in ‘the Paraguayan
note, it should be mentioned that the Paraguayan Government :does not
naintain a alpLomatlc mission in Switzerland,

Respectfully yours,

(Signed)

LESLIE E. REED

Leslie E. Reed

Charge d'Affaires ad interim

Enclosures:
1. Copy and translation /GuttecLEd .7 of Embassy's Note No.
260 of May 5, 1944.
2. Copy /Bamitted-Ed. 7 and translation of Note No. 461, uay 21,
1944, from Ministry of Foreion Relations,

DECT,A o‘ f'ZEE‘ D
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Enclosure No. 1 to
Dispatch No. 2148 °
dated June 3, 1944. 7

Note No. 260 - . : Asuncion, Hay 5, 191.4.—,

Excellency:

¥ith reference to previous conversations with Your Excellency
and with your distinguished predecessor regarding the possibility-
that Paraguay may participate in the humanitarian work of giving -
asylum to some of the unfortunate refugees from Europs, I have the
honor to inquire concerning the attitude of your Government with
respect to receiving some refugee children. .

It is estimated that thers are in France alone, 8,000 to 10,000
abandoned or orphaned refugee children, and the War Refugee Board is .
endeavoring to make arrangements for their care in the future. My
Government has decided to permit the immigration to the United States .
of up to 4,000 children under 16 years of age irrespective of their '
nationality, religion or stateless status and has -authorized the .
granting of the necessary visas by American consular officers. -These -
visas will remain valid or may be renewed until such time as trans-
portation facilities to the United States may be available. ;

If there are private organizations or agencies in Paraguay which
are willing and able %o care for a group.of refugee children, it'is
believed that the War Refugee Board can provide such agencies with. - - -
adequate funds for the maintenance, education, and welfare of as»'ma'ny :
children as your country would be willing to admit. Should it 'be. .=
necessary, funds would also be available to cover their transporta-' :
tion expenses from Europe to Paraguay. :

If your (Govermment is willing to’participate in this wa}c, and BN

a suitable agency in Paraguay is disgposed to assume the care of such .
children, your Government may desire to so inform the Swiss Govern-~'- -
ment. Upon receiving information of the attitude of Your Excellency's”
Govermment in this matter, I shall be glad to furnish further details '
of the a.rrangements which are being made, if such information is ’
desired, .
Ploase accept, Excellency, the renewed assurance of my most -
distinzuished consideration. - : )

His Excellency

Tr, Horacio Chiriani

Minister of Foreign Affairs and Nbrship
Asuncion
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/Enclosure No. 2 ¢

Dispatch No. 2148
dated June 3, 1944.7

TRANSLATTON OF ENCLOSURE NO. 2
Mr. Chargé d'Affaires:

With reference to Note D.P. & D. 402 of the 10th instant, I have

plsagure in quoting the following communication received from the
Ministry of Education, which states: T .

"536, Asuncion, May 26, 1944. Most Excellent Mr. Minister;”
-T have pleasure in addressing Your Excellency in order to acknowl-
‘edge receipt of Note 398 of May 8 of the pressnt year from your - -
Chancellery, as well as the authenticated copy of document No. 260
from the American Embassy which accompanies it, ¥ith reference to -
the contents of the document referred to, this Ministry desires.to
ammounce its complate conformity to collaborate in relieving the
affliction of European- childhood deprivad of homes by the present -
war, accepting the number of refugees which may be fixed in view
of, and with previous determination of our possibilities, In order
to maks possible this noble activity, this Ministry ventures to.

point out the necessity that the economic collabaration offered
contamplates the construction of a building (internado) adequate for
the purpope desired, and its equipment, as well as the amounts nec=

essary for the maintenance and clothing of the refugee children, 7
This Ministry would bear the cost of the administrative and teach-.

ing staff of the asylum, in order to assure the pupils: the banefits i
of the most complete education possible, Within these general lines,

this Ministry will remain-in the ‘éxpsctation of further information .

Excellency, the expressions - .
of my special consideration, Signed: Juan Dario Quiros,;,mfpiéter‘.l! g

and proposals on the subjéct, Receive,

I take this opportunity to salute you with my distinguished '
consideration, - ;

(Signed)
KARIO FERRARIO

Subsecretary of State of
Foreign Relations, )
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¥ UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

Lima, June 28 194.4 B

No. 711 , S a3
Subject: Bringing Refugee Children from Eurofie into peru- .

T2 Honorable :
The Secrstary of Stats,
Washington, D. C.

© Sir:

I have the honor to refer to the Department's confidential
circular airgram of April 15, 7 p.m., dirscting me to approach the
Peruvian govsrnnent with the view to inquiring as to the acceptance-. .
of refugee children below the dge of sixteen without regard to

- religion, nationality or stateless status, and to ny telegram no, 866

I have the honor tc enclose herewith the translated texb of the
note of the Foreign Minister expressing willingness to receive up to
fifty children, under certain specified conditions.

In my telegram no. 541, dated April 24, T advised the Department -
of the reaction of Doctor Solf y Muro, which was to the effect that
in the absence of adequate organizations for taking care of children
he would have to depend upon the different foreign colonies. The
text of the note leads to the supposition that the Belgian and French
colonies have expressed willingness to assist in this matter. L

Respectfully yours,

(Signed)
J. C. WHITE

, DECLASSIFTED
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/Enclosurs No. 1 to
Dispatch No. 711 °
ted June 28, 1944.7

AR WL © Lima, June 20, 1944

Sir:

In reply to your esteemed note no. 29, of April 25, I have the
honor to inform Your Excellsncy that the Peruvian government, being
desirous of coopsrating in the humanitarian work in which the United
States is interested, notwithstanding the fact that there do not exist
in this country special organizations that are suitable for (the care-
of) children nor official establishments of sufficient extent to take
care of other than local needs, is disposed to receive up to fifty
Buropsan refugee children; provided that these should be of Frénch or
Belgian nationality and that they should be brought to the port of
Callao, since the absence of suitable transportation does not parmit
it to assume obligations such as might arise by taklng charge of. ’
children in Switzerland. ) .-

I avail myself of this occasion to repeat to you tha assuranceé
of my highest and distinguished considération,

(signed)
ALFREDO SOLF y MURO

His &Excellency

John Campbell White,
Ambassador of the U, S. A.,
Iima,
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7 S 59 -
DOCUMENT

EMBASSY OF THE

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

Subjset: Uruguay agrees to Admit 500 Refuges Children from Europe.

The Honorable,

The Secretary of State,

Washington.

S4ir: -

In confirmation ‘of the Embassy's telegram no. 817 of August 29,:
11 a.m., 1944, I have the honor to transmit herewith a copy of the -

_note of the Minister for Foreign Affairs, in which he states that-

authorizatlion will be granted for the issuance of visas to 500 refugee
children from Europe, in accordance with the conditions set forth in
this Embassy's mnmorandum of May 4, 1944, (copy enclosed), -‘which was

bassd on the Department's circular alrgram of April 15,7 p.m. 1944..

Respectfully yours,
¥or the Ambassador:

(S1igned)
EDWARD J. SPARKS

Edward J. Sparks
I Secretary of Embassy
unclosurea.
1. Note from Minister for Forsign Affairs dated -
August 28, 1544.
2. Embassy's note to Fcreign Office dated
May 4, 1944.

 DECLASSTFIED.
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liﬁclosure Ho. 1 to Dispatch  _ ;
No. 4743 dated August 29, 1944,/

Ministry for Foreign Affairs
Montevideo, August 28, 1944
Mister Ambassador: k 7

With reference to the confidential "Memorandum" of the Enbasay
of the United States of America dated May 4 of the present year
concerning the authorization to be granted to the consular authori-
ties in Switzerland to visa documents of minors for the purpose of -
permitting them to enter this country until such time as a refuge
could be arranged for them, I beg to inform Your Excellency that
following consnltatlon with the competent private institutions, the
figurs of 500 children has been arrived at as that of the receptive

- capaclity of the country.

Consequantly, visas will be granted for this number under the
conditions set forth in the above mentioned "Memorandum".

Please accept sgain, Your Excellency, the agsurance of my
higheat consideration.

(Signed) -
JOSE SERRATO

To his Excellency
William Dawson, Ambassador Extraordinary and
Plenipotentiary of the United States of America.
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Lﬁnclosure no. 2 to Digpatch no. 4743
dated August 29, 1945/ :

MENORANDIN

The Department of State has authorized to consular officars of
the United States in Switzerland to issue up to 4,000 immigration
visas to refuges children up to sixteen years of age, under sxcept-
ionally liberal conditions. The purpose of this authorization is to
facilitate the escape to Switzerland of orphaned or abandoned children
by giving assurances to the Swiss Government that these children will
not remain in Switzerland after the termination of hostilities in
Burope. The authorization contains provisions for the continued re-

newal of the visas until such time as adequate transportation factli-
ties to the United States become available.

If there are private agencies in Uruguay willing and.able to under-
take a program for the care of refugee children, the War Refuges Board
is confident that it can make arrangements to provide those agencies with
adequate funds for the maintenance, education and welfare of as many -
children as the Government of Uruguay will be willing to admit.  Shoald
it prove necessary, funds wounld undoubtedly be available to maet trans-
portation expenses from Switzerland to Uruguay. It is conservatively
estimated that there are in France alone eight to ten thousand abandoned
or orphaned refugea children.

If the Uruguayan Government should be willing to take similar
action it is requested that it give assurances to the Swisa Government,
through its diplomatic mission in Bern, that it will aecept up to: a
fixed number of refugee children in a manner similar-to that -of. the
Government of the United States. It is further retuested that tha
Ministry of Foreign Affairs authorize its Chief of Mission-in Bern.
to issue the aporopriate number of immigration vises and. to maintain
their velidity until suitable transportetion. facilities from Switzer—,
land to Uruguay become availabdle. The special representative of: the.

Har Befugee Board attached to the American Legation in Bern 6 will be..
glad ‘o cooperate with the Uruguayen diplomatic and -consular- officers i)
in this as well as in all other refugee natters.

Montevideo, May 4, 1944,

[ DECTASSIFTED
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DOCUMENT

PARAPEEASE OF TELECRAM RECEIVED .

FROM: The Amsrican Minister, Bern

T0: The Secretary of State, Washington -
DATE: April 11, 1944 7 '
NUMBER; 2236

With reference to the raquest of the Inter-Governmental Committes
for Refugees for children which section one of my number 1825 dated -
March 24 mentioned, the Political Department advised me that unfortun
ately they have just béen informed that Laval's dacision was negative

in spite of tha efforts of Minister Stucki. They were not able to give i o

me any reasons for such rofusal bacause no explanation wag given,

The Inter-Governmental Committee will be advised by the Political
he Governments of Britain and the United States will
bs informed by the Inter-Governmental Committes. The Political Depart-
ment in doing so will recommend that steps taken to rsply, in the very
interest of the continuation of the contributions. of Switzerlsnd in
trying to alleviates the sufferings engendered by .war, shall"b_e strictly -
preserved from any publicity both in Englend and in -‘America.

HARRISCN

- DECLASSTFED
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DOCUMENT

ORIGINAL TEXT OF TELEGRAM SENT

FROM: Sescretary of State, Washington
TOs American Legation, Bern

DATED: June 13, -1944

NUMBER; 2023

Following is for McClelland.

( Reference last paragrach your 3107, May 16.

‘Board feels that-the issuance of visas to chlldren who entered

Switzerland prior to January 1, 1944, would not accomplish the
purpose for which visas were made available since principal moti—
vating force behind the authorization to issue these visas was. the
encovragement such authorization might give to the Swiss Government -
to permit acceleration of the entry of additional children. - While
revising the January 1 date backward might assure the Swiss that

- some refugee children now In Switzerland would not remain there

after the war, 1t would not focus the attention of the Swiss to

the relationship between the availabilitv of American visas and the

admission of additional children.

For your information, action paralleling that taken in this
matter by the United States is being contemplated by a number of
the governments in Latin America. Board hopes in the near future .
to furnish you with the details of offers from those goverrments [
to the Swiss which, 1t is believed, may provide for children who
entered Switzerland prior to January l.- -

If, after consultation with the Minister and approvriate Swiss
authorities, it appears with some clarity that the movement of: i
children into Switzerland would be accelerated by issuance of visas :
to children who entered prior to January 1, please 80 ‘inform’ the e
Board.
{

Reference Legation's 2810, May 3. Please report if Minlster . s 'E;V
Bonna has received any sdditional information from’ Stucki at Vichy . -
regarding his efforts there. oy :

Thia is WRB cable to Bern no. 39, e R o S+

HULL.
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DOCUMENT =~

JMM-91 ’ o -~ Bern

Distribution of true S * DATED: ﬂrecembie'r"?, 1944 B

reading only by special © REC'D: 12:¢55.p.m. -
arrangement. h'ﬂ) . 7 Pefte

Secretary of State
Washington '

U. S. Urgent

7997, December 7, 4 p.nm.

For WHB from M¢Clelland.
Legation's 7464, November 10.

1 em happy to be sble to report that anproximately 1,355 -
persons balance of the Hungarian Jews in Camp Bergenbelsen arrived
in Switzerland during night of December 6 to 7 having crossed
frontier at St. Margarethen. They are at present temporarily.
housed near St. Gall under control of Swiss Army. '

HUDDLE
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DOCUMENT L
EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT?; 3

] ] WAR REFUGEE BOARD ) -
o WASHINGTON 25, '
v 25, D. C.

164
‘O
P

OFFICE OF THE - - 'j,’:‘:.:‘q o )
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR : . Jea , 16, 1945
. B :

Dear Governor Leshman::

Beference is made to my letter of January 12, 1945, advising you
that approximately 1,352 Jewish refugees from Bergen Belsen may have
to be moved from Switzerland to Philippeville pursuant to the agreement-
of AFHQ and UNRRA, referred to in MAT 435, to hold the Philippeville . .
Camp in reserve ;or emergencies that may arise as a result of the
arrival of large numbers of refugees in Switzerland.

The followlng cable has Jjust been receivsd by the War Rsfugee
7 Board from Roswell D. McClelland, its representative in Bern:

YReforence is mads to Department's cable no. 49 of
Japuary 3, WEB 34.

fThe sabstance of this cable was commnicated to the
Swiss suthorities. Appreclation was expreased by -the Swise
for the Board'e prompt efforts to organize the evacuation
of the Bergen Belsen group from Switzerland. The hope was
expressed by them that, pending a reply from London regard-
ing permission for the majority of these refugees to enter
Palestine, arrangements could be iritiated for the movement
of this group to France, inasmuch as they will have to
proceed there in any case, regardless whether Palestine or .
North Africa is their destination. If necessary, the Swiss
Pederal Railways are prepared to furnish trains for trans-
portation to the French port of embarkation. i

"The federal pollce deaire to correct an ommission 1n
their recent communication with regard to the number of the ]
refugees comprising the group. They now desire to include..”
the first Bungarian Bergen Belsen convoy comprising approxis
mately 320 persons. In this connection see Legation's . ‘
cabls no. 5517 of August 23. If this gronp is included. -
the total would be 1,672 instead of 1, 352.%

In view of thé fact that 1t will probably take some time befors
1t can be determined whether the members of this group of 1,672
refugees referred to in McClelland's cable will be admitted to . -
Palestine, it has been decided to take advantage of UNRRA's offer
to hold open Phillippeville for emergencies that may arlse. Agcords
ingly, pending a final decision regarding ths ultimate destination:
of these refugees, it hsa been decided to move: them to Philippeville.

|

i




The War Dapartment has been advised of the foregoing and haa baen rs-;',,
quested to arrange for the necessary tranaportation.

It will, therefore, be appreciated. 17 appropriate instmctions L
were sent by UNRBA for the reception of thia group at FPhilippeville. -

In view of the necessity that this group of refugaes be evacuated ,
from Switzerla.nd. as soon as possible, I would appreciate be:lng adv!.sed )
of the action taken in this matter.

Very truly yours,

(Signed)
J. W. PEHLE

J. W. Pehle o
EBxecutive Director

Honorable Herbert H. Iiehman,

Director General,

United Hations Relief & Rehabilita.tion Administration,
Washington, D, C,
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% UNITED NATIONS o
P RELIEF AND RERABILITATION ADMINISTRATION
v S LSS

'1244 Connecticut Avenus -
Washington 25, D. 0.

30 January 1945
Mr. J. W. Pehle Co
Executive Director
War Refugee Board
Washingten 25, D. C,

Dear Mr. Pehle:

RBeference is made to your letter of Janunary 16th requesting admlittance
to UNRRA's Refugee Camp at Philippevills, Algeria, of 1 672 refugees,
mostly Hungarian Jews from Bergen Belsen.

We have sent ths following cable to the Chief of the UNRRA Mission in
Italy: R
"Advised’by War Refugee Board that Swiss anthorities request
immediats evacuation from Swiss territory aporoximately one
thousand six hundred and seventy-two refugees, mostly Hungarianm,
recently arrived in Switzerland via Germany. Pending reply
from Foreign Office regarding permission for majority to enter
Palestine War Refugee Board urges refugees be sent to Philippe-
ville, has advised War Department, and requested it to furniah
necessary transportation.

¥Also, fifty to seventy-five refugees, holding ad’ hoc'Lafln ;
American passports which do not authorize holders-to eénter:
countries in Western Hemisphers, will arrive in Marseille .
from Switzerland circa January twenty-seventh. = War ‘Refuges
Board has advised War Department and requested transportation

to Philippevillie. War Department has advised SHAEF and SAGMED.v
to provide transport to Philippeville or altérnate.camp to' be
dstermined in consultation with UNRRA representatives in the -
field.

5¥s are asxing London to check with SHAEF on screening;’ COmpo-~
sition, arrangements for transportation, health ‘and welfare
provisions enroute, approximate dates of arrival. and: to adviae
Keeny. ] :

"Advise soonest whether facilities; personnel, food, eatc. gré
adequate to accommodate these additlonal refugees.  If not, -
can you arrenge locally on an emergency basisy = if' so, over

f
|
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what perioed?. See our 38 re suppliés e now progiammlﬁg{fof'
Philipveville, Do you recommend Italian. comp in prefersnce
to Philippeville?? S e T

We shall be glad to inform you of .whatever further action there nay
be in this matter. - o - : T T

Sincersly yours,.
(Signed)
HERBERT H. LEHMAN

Herbert H. Lehman -
Director General

R
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- DOCUMENT

Secretary of State, B “1P1ain 5

" Washington. : " “Bern- S T e
U.S. Urgent i ,ﬁDAIED' February.9, 1945
913, Ninth ) - -REC'D: 11:51-a.m. -

For Department and WRB from McClellend.

With regard Musy affair following is translation of article
which appearsd number of Swiss morning papers February 8: - "Mr.
Musy arranges liberation of Jewish internees in Cermany first:
convoy 1,200 civilians coming from concentration camp Theresien-
stedt arrived Wednesday 11:46 a.m. at Kreuzlingen. It is thanks
to efforts former Federal Counsillor Musy actirg on request of
Buropean executive Council of Union Orthodox Rabbis of United
 States at Montreux and of world organization of Agudas Israel
that these civilians were liderated by Germany. -Other transports
will follow which will all be sent from Switzerland abroad as soon
as transportation possibilities exist. (This release was sub- .
mitted to press by Sternbuch and Musy.) T

Official communique Federal Department Justice and Police com-
‘municates with respect this question 'Transport arrived rorning
February 7 from Constance and was sent to St. Gall. It is composed
of 1,210 persons including 58 children under 12 years, ~Health -
these refugees sesms generally good. There are only few slightly
111 persons among them. They will all be housed temporarily at
St. Gall for medical inspection and disinfection. - They will then
be placed in quarantine camps in other parts of country' S

M.de Steiger President of Confederation suppliee presa with

following details 'Tuesday afternoon Mr. Musy former: Federal : Council-_;”

lor visited President of Confederation and informed him he had per-
sonally obtained from M. Himmler liberation of- theve: civiliane. " It
is not excluded that liberation of other contingents may be’ obtained';s
by Switzerland and that transports can take place from week te Heak. it

Mr. Musy mcted privately at request of Jewiah organivations so !
that no Swiss euthority would be involved in eventuality these re~
oresentations had falled. Swiss aathorities only knew Musy. was
attempting secure liberation of two Vaudois named Graf and a woman-
also from Canton Vaud named Mayor whose cage was particularly: grave
of ssven other persons who were also included this-transport.: Among
the refugeas are 5 to 600 Dutch Jews and others of various nationali-
ties. Preparations for reception this convoy had: to be made. in
great haste but all went off well.
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"There is expected tonight at Kreuzlingen another transport :
of 540 French people coming from Germany and whose libteration and
repatriation were also made possible by Musy's negotiations. ~ -

President of Confederation emphasized in conclusion- importance - -
of humanitarian work alsoc accomplished in this field by Switzerland' ".-
"B111 WRB - B '
HUDDLE
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PLAIN
Bern. STl L
DATED: August 20,1945 . - -
REC'D: 10i52 p.m. -

Secretary of State,
Washington.

3939, Twentieth
O'DWYER WRB FROM KATZKI

Transport of 706 persons, holders of Palestine entry certifi-
cates, departed from Brig, Switzerland, 2t 8 a.m. August 20 by
special Swiss train. Plaenned route is via Domodossola and Novara,
Italy, -where they will be taken over by Allied railroad facilities
for onward movement to Taranto, to arrive thers about August 28.-°
The 706 persons included 34 from Theresienstadt and balance from
Bergzen Belsen. They comprised 232 Hungarisns, 160 Rumanians, 157
Czechs, 45 Poles, 11 Dutch, and 101 stateless. 152 of total number

. were members of the Youth Alijah up to age 16 and 147 were Chalutzim
(agricultural trainees) between 15 and 20 years old. In'addition
there were 30 young children accompanied by their parents.

, ) . ) o

All persons were in possession of national passports of Swiss -
Government documentation and were security checked in Bern prior
to departure. Swiss authorities provided generous rations to cover
reoalrements until AFHQ takes over tramsport in Italy. ZEntrainment
proceeded smoothly and Swiss authorities cooperated to fullest
extent, :

HARRISON
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PARAPHRASE OF TELECRAM SENT

FROM: Secretary of State, Washington
703 American Legation; Bern

DATED: February 28, 1945

NUMBER: 886 -

- In coanection with the message which follows we féferrfo the . -
proposal that Banqus Populaire Suisse buy small emounts of United.
States currency brought by genuine refugees into Switzerland.:

The Legation of Switzerland in Washington, the Preasury reports. )
is insisting on an early decision claiming that due to pressurs from- -
groups of influencs who are interested in refugee matters im Switz<
erland, the fallurs to buy such currency is causing embarrassment to
the Swiss, - The Lezation of Switzerland indicates that this problem
came up as a result of the decision of the Swiss Bankers Associaxion
to prohibit dealings in dollar currency of the United States.

The War Refuges Board this Department -and the Treasury Depart- -
ment, in view of ‘ths humanitarian considerations involved, are in
agreement that you should inform the Swiss that the Treasury is prenared.
until further notics, to countenance the buying of United States dollar
currency by Banqus Populaire Suisse on the terms given below. '

(ona) In an =mount not to excesd $100 for each person each month’
after the adoption of this plan, ths Banque Populaire Suisse may. buy
from gemuine refugs=s- from the Axls countries in Switzarland, dollar
currency of the United States. :

(two) These purchases should be confined to such dollar- curren‘
as was surrendered, upon entry_into Switzerland, -to. Castoms Officialsl
there and which, under control of the Swiss Federal Depsrtment of
Justice and Police, has been deposited with BP3; and 1t is: euggested,
that arrangsments bs made to indieate the amounts of ‘money surrendere
and the amounts purchased subsequently by BPS, . on the passports or on-:
other identity papars of those refugees who surrendered United States'*
currency. : : .

{thres) It is believed to be desirable, in order to a.vcid the
possibility that paople fleeing from the United Nations may- derive
benefit from this proposal that you be furnished with such dats re-
garding each refugee as you consider necessary (nrior to purchase
by BP3) so that you may give consideration to each case and indicate
your decision to the Swiss. You need consider only the first mohthly,
purchase. Please let us have your comments if ‘such scréening by yow:

0
I




will involve an unrédsonable quantity of work for the advantsges
gsecured,. In any event, we feel that refﬁgeeé'who -after January 1,

1945, enter Switzerland should be screened by you in a. careful manner. - -
In this connection the Treasury would like to bde- 1nformed as to the -
facts in any instance in which United States- currency in denoninationﬂ
of $500 or more; or a total of $1,000 or more-in any denominations is:
surrendered by refugees as well as any cese in which you inform BPS

that it should not buy currency from a certain refugee. Inciuded ‘in
such information should be a description of such large bills, especially
the series year and the serial number, but not by way of limitation.
Should a refugee, in any particular instance, have sufficisnt other
avallabls means, in your. opinion, and if the refusal of BPS to buy
dollar currency would not infliet hardship, your approval should be
withheld.

The Swiss may be informed by you that any currency which under
‘these arrangements is purchased by BPS may be turned over to the
Swiss National Bank and that, at the risk of the Swiss, you will -
forward it by pouch to the United States for deposit with the Federal
Resarve Bank of New York to ths Swiss National Benk's credit. As soon
as normal facilities for shipments of currency are availabtle the use of
the pouch should be discontinued. .

The above program has been discussed with the British who ars not.
willing to enter into & similar arrangement with regard to sterling
notes; however, they have indicated that they can Justify their position
to the Swiss eveon though the above plan is adopted by us in view of the
different policies followed-in the past in regard to curreney. It shounld
be emphasized in discussions with the Swiss that purely on lmminatarian
grounds the present action is being taken and that in ‘no othar 11ght

should it be considared.

Some of the refugees who have entered Switzarland or who may
enter Switzerland may be flzeing from the United Nations ‘rather than
the Axis, 1t i3 recognized. This matter is of corcern to-the Treasury:
not only as it epplies to the buying of dollar currency by BPS but = =
also as it applies to the overall problem of preventing people: who
flee the United Hations from securing any benefits -through the - .
United States or from this cowntry. A public ruling to the.effect
that nationals of enemy nations (as contrasted with nations occupied -
by the enemy) who leave such countries or who have left. such countries .
after some specified time mre 8till deemed to be enemy nationals snd
will not be entitled to the privileges, amongst other things, of
General License 53 and General License 32, is undar consideration by
the Treasury. Hecelpt of your views with regard. to this problem
along with your suggestion as to a sultable cut-off date would be
appreclated by the Treasury.
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In order that London mey advise the Brltish 6f the: action taken. .

this message is being repeated to London. In view of the fact that-

this matter has been discussed in London already the Embassy is heing )

asked to inform the Department if it is not in sgreement with the.
procedurs herein described and to repeat its comments to- Bern so that:
if necessary, action may be withheld. - o

GREW
(Acting) -

NOTE:
The foregoinz message as Department's 1542, has been repeaﬁed
to London with an introduction as follows:

In view of the urgency of the matter discussed in the
following message, it has been sent to Bern. OCareful con-
sideration has been given to the British comments set forth:
in your message of January 23, No. 814, and we have decided’
to proceed as outlined in the message to Bern in view of the
special circumstances, From your message No. 813, we assume
that no further objections will be interposed by the British.
However, if the Embassy feels for any reason that this pro-
cedure 1s objectionable in any way or that it requires fur-
ther discussisn, plsass request.Bern to withhold action: until
any polnts at issue have been ressolved and please cable - -
comments as promptly as possidle. It wonld seem desirable %o -
cable Bern that the Ehbassy is in agreement, if that is the
case.

GREW
" (Acting)
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DOCUMENT

LFG o ' 7 : February 23, 1945
Distribution of true : Midnight T .
reading only by special

arrangement, A(’W)

Amlegation -

Bern :

819

The cable below to Harrison and McClelland from Department
and War Refugee Board is WEB 418.

The following 1s_ text of memorandum of Erecuti#e Director of -
War Refugee Board which was unanimously approved at Board meeting
Fabruary 20th:

QUOTE Memorandum to: Secretary Stettinius
Secretary Horgenthan
Secretary Stimson

Our best informatlon indicates that, while the enemy has cban~ -
doned wholesale extermination of detainees, large numbers of the =
physically unfit are now in imminent danger of death due to starva-
tion, exposure and deliberats neglect. The actual numbers ars un-
known and are belisved to be changing dally. - . '

Food, medicines and clothing must be distributed to such de-
tainees at once if their lives are to be saved. They should- ba
removed, if possible, to safety in Switzerland without unuecesaary
delay.

The International Red Cross is our only means of direct contact
with the camps. Operations can best be conducted from Switzerland.

The YWar Refugee Board is reouested to authorize 1ts repreaenta- :
tive to obtain the necessary cooperation of the Intarnational Red” .~
Cross and the Swiss Government.

The War Refugee Board is further requested to approvs that the i .
necessary food, medicines and transportation equipment be mads:
available to the International Red Cross by the Swise Government :
agalnst our promise.of repayment or replenishment after the wary:
It is understood that private funds are available for the necﬁ%sary
Tinancing. .

(Signed)
WILLIAM O'DWYER
Executive Director

!

DECLASF‘»IFIED |




APPROVED: - (Signed)
JOSEPH C GREW . = C
Acting Secretary of State o

(Signead)
H. MORGENTHAU, JR. -
Secretary of the Treasury

(Signad)
) HENRY L. STIMSON
[ ' - Secretary of War. UNQDOTE

You will note that the program epproved envisages (1) furnish-
ing food and other relief through the Internationsl Red Cross to
physically unfit unassimilated detainees who are within enemny-cone -
trolled territory, and (2) their removal by the International Red

. - Cross to safety in Switzerland as scon as possible.

. The Executive Director of the Board plans to go to Switzerland . %
in the near future in connection with the foregoingz progrem. " In the o
meantime, you are requasted to do the following immediately. . ST :

1. - BExplore the availability in Swi%zerland of food and
other relief supplies as well as transportation equip- . ;
ment. Plsase advise thse Board and Department at once Lo b
whether relief trucks are permitted to move from Switz=
erland to Germsn-controlled aréas and return to Switaz~-
erland for reloading of supplies;

2. Approach Intercross with a view to obtalning their
consent to deliver the relief supplies in enemy territory:
and to organize and effactuate the removal of detainees
to Switzerland.

3. If Currie mission: concurs pleasa approach the Swiss

{ . Government for the purpose of obtaining its consent (a)

: - t0 make available to Intercross now the necessary suppliea
and equipment for the foregoing relief and evacuation o
progrem and (b) to admit all detainees who reach Swiss -
borders and house and maintain them under guard until we
are able to sarrange for their evacuation to Allied ter-"
ritory. TYou may assure the Swiss that this Government’

. wlll arrange for the replenishment from the outside of .
" 811 supplies made avallable by the Swiss for this purpose : - ) S
and compensation for use of equipment. Please report’ : i i b
all dovelopments to Department and Board.

GREYW
(Acting)
(oLw)
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PARAPHRASE OF TELEGRAM RECEIVED
FROM: American Legation, Bern - : B
TO: Secretary of Stats, Washington®

DATED; March 8, 1945
NUMBER: 1481

mhe following message from McClelland for WRB and the Department
is transmitted. N . ) .

Please refer to cable from the Department dated February 23, Yo, -
819 and cable from the Legation dated March 2 No, 1345, ’

It was revealed by a conversation on March 6 with Burckhardt of
ICRC that Himmler has now made ¥ndwn his willingnesa to meet on March
10, 11 or 12 with Burckhardb, Therefére, accompanied by Bachmann, his Ry
personal secretary, Burckhardt will definitely leave on March 8th or i
9th for Germany. These conversations will be #ith the SS exclusively, ,j
chiefly Kaltenbrunner and Himmler himself. Statement was made by the ;
intermediary who extended the 5SS invitatlion that he had been directed -
to inform Burclkhardt .that Hitler himself might be present at a part of o
the discussions, the Fuhrer's health permitting. T

The forezoing paragraph is fof the strictly confidential informa-
tion of WRB and the Department.

1t is the plan of Burckhardt to ralse the entire gquestion of relief
to all categories of Schutzhaeftlinge and to prisoners of war, regard« . -
less of their religion, race or nationality, Especially there was brought =
up the relemse and removal of physically unfit people. S

On March 3 IGRC was officlally informed by the Government of Ger-" -
many that that Government now agreed to the exit from Germany.of:elderly
penple, women and children, of, Nordic extractlon or,natighalitiés,:ahd',, :
of French nationality, who were unsuited as labvorers, 'Itfisjnbt c1éayf1~f:, . %
whether the Nazis include Jews among the people of French - natlonality. o !
A vromise was made by me by Burckhardt that he will try to secure the' = - E
releass of Jews as well within any national group if the Germans desire - : i
to 1imit the evacuees to certain nationalities, for reasons which are . k o
not clear, - RN i

v

Twanby-five trucks with fuel and orisoners of war parcels left ; i
Switzeriand for Zermany on the 7th of March according to the-plan re-
ported in our message No. 1345. Permission for the entry of as many
trucks ‘as ICRC wishes for prisoners of war rellef has now been granted
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by the Germans OKYW. -Whether this authorization inﬁludeé trueks- éarry;r
ing relief to Schutzhaeftlinge, is not clear, -On this point Burckhardt'
will make an effort to obtain favorable d661810n,7f

At the present time the number of trucVe potentially available in.
Switzerlend to' ICRC are .way inadequate to any extraordinary relief pro- .
gram for POWs, not to mention Schutzhaeftlinge, and also would bYe in— .
sufficlent if the Nazis agreed to allow the removal of ‘any-considerable
number of Schutzhaeftlinge from Germany.  ICRC has, in all, 50 Canadian
trucks, of only three tons capacity, and 48 United States trucks -of
from seven to eight tons capacity. -

- I understand that SHAEF has now agreed to furnish fuel, not for
transport relief to unassimilated groups but only for traqsportfng To-
lief to prisoners of war; you m;ght desire to take up with the Har :
Department this matter.

There is a yosﬂ.hiliuy that we may be confronted suddénly with
a major technical and transport problem if the Germans agree to release
8 larze number of Schutzhaeftlinge (who might conceivably amount to
several tens of thousands) following the negotiations of Burcithardt,
Under present conditions 1t is ‘most unlikely that the Swiss wi 11l be able
or willirg to transport them to the Swiss border,

At the pressent time I am working on the problem of transporting
our 60,000 WRB parcels to unassimilated groups in Germany through the’
ICRC Division of Speclal Assistance and through private Swiss trucking
concerns, If tires can bse furnished from the outside, or at the very
least, their replacement within a short and definite time limit can be
guaranteed, thers 1s a alight possibility of securing filve to eight
wood-burning truska, An average of ten heavy duty tires and two Bpares
ver truck must be estimated. . -

With reference to the entry of new and larger grﬁups,of refugees -
ICRC was assured by vonSteiger, President of Confederation that’ to: the -
limit of its possibilities Switzerland in nrinciple vould  admit ‘such

groups,

HARRISON
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DOCUMENT
Secretary of State, R 7 " . Bern N R
Washington. ... DATED:  April 13, 1945
2175, April 13, 2 p.m. REC'D: 6 p.m.

Burkhardt of ICRC called special mseting afternoon of Anrll 12
concerning current possibilities evacuate “Schutzhaeftlinge" from
German concentration camps. (Prom MeClelland, Legation's 2130 April'
11). Practically speaking after several weeks of ICRC negotiations.
with them Germans appear to be willing permit exit from Germany of "
only (only) civil detainees of French and Belgtan na fionality in- ex-
change for similar groups of German civilians now held by French and
Belgians. Germans, however, do not insist that exchanges be on a
head for head basis. These exchanges are to be limited as previous-.
1y reported to women, children and elderly people {over 65) of Dboth.
sexes. Within these national groups Germens do not seem to be dis--
criminating against Jews since convoy of 300 French women (there
ware no children although this was originally announced) included
7 Jewish women.

Kaltenbrunner of 55 informed Dr. Meyer, ICRC delegate who ac-
companied trucks which brought women from Ravensbrueck, that ICRC - -
could evacuate all remaining French women frem this camp as soon ‘as’
Committee wented. There seemed, however, to be only 300 morse French:
women actually still in Ravensbrueck, whereas last fall -(October) )
there were at least 3,000. Apart from those who have died (certain-
1y 50%) this leaves many hundreds unaccounted for who are probably -
in worx companies detached from camp. There is no (repeat no) evi-
dence althouzh ICRC continues to negotiate for this that Germans
will be willing allow evacuation of womeén who are being used as - .
labor. In case not only of these French women but of civil detain-
eas in general this probably constitutes majority still alive. Tl

According to sober revorts from these French women,whorpQSSgd y
through here from Ravensbrueck Kazis are pursulng in that camp {and”

ons has every reason to believe this is true of other similar grouns,;ff ?ﬂ;
of Schutzhaeftlinge") a policy of simply working detainees to death.; o o
Winen they are no longer able to work this human material is 1itera11y—g=

discarded.

In ligh% of this information ICRC is now making special effort
to obtain immediately a few buses from Swiss army $o supplement lim
ited number of POW parcel trucks available for such evacuations.
ICARC i3 also examining possibility of using blocked POW parcel train
ao0w at Moosburg for similar purpose. Committee has hopés. that outs
side of French and Belgian detainees they may be able to get some of
other nationalities on an "ad hoc! basis depending .on attitude of

“individusal) camv commanders.

%11l keep you informed.

HARRISON
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Secretary of State, Bern : .- S
Washington. DATED - April 19, 1945 - °
Priority : REC'D . 9:30 pex-

2290, 4pril 19, 7 p.n . .
For WRB from HéCIelland.

Kasztner, Sternbuch, Musy and Swiss police all informed me thst - -
small group of 69 Jewish refugees apparently mainly from Bratisiava
reached Konstanz yesterdsy and wonld be admitted to Switzerland today.
It 1s not clear due to whose efforts these people reached Switzerland:
although Musy is already claiming credit. ) : T

Sternbuch has undoubtedly reported this ma.tfei' by wire to Vaad :
Hahatzala. ’ . . o

Kasztner arrived in Switzerland yesterday and according to report
from Nathan Schwald of Hechaluz, after an extended trip with Xurt Becher
of S5 which reportedly included Thereseinstadt (April 10) and Bergen-Belsen
(day or so vefore lideration). Kasztner apparently has considerable in- .
teresting information on Jewish survivore in Austria, Slovakia and There_.
sienstadt where he stated there were 20,000 Jews ix@clud-ing meny new
arrivals from Austria and Slovakia. According to Kasztner Becher "organized™
capitulation of camp of Bergen-Belsen with all inmates remaining on spot.
Kasztner further reports to be bearing important proposals concarning
possible rescue of Jewish deportees in camps still under German control,

As 800n as Kasztner is released from Vtemporary Swiss custody, 1
shall secure all details possible and report to you. B

HARRISON -
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DOCUMENT -

PARAPHRASE OF TELEGRAM SENT
TO: American Legation, Stockhoim )
FROM: Sscretary of State, Washington

DATE: April 12, 1944
~ NO.: 654

The follmng is WRB No. 2 from War Rafugae Board for the
Minister.

Tie refer to your telegram of February 13, 191.4, No. 4807;' :

You stated, inter alia, with reference to the Swedish treatnent
of problems a.ffect:.ng refugees that the Swedish Govermment's refusal
to approach the Govermment of Germany with an appeal  that refugee
children be allowed to come to Sweden was based on the bslief that the
Germans would refuse the request if it were made. The report of
January 20 from London expressing the opinion that it seems to be
worth while to encourage the Govermment of Sweden to make an approach
t0 German authorities and request that up to 20,000 refugee children
of all nationalities be released has been noted by us.

When concern was expresued by the Swedish chernment that the
possibility of refugees escaping umnoticed might be "jeopardized by an
approach to the German Govermment on this matter, mass evacuation of
Dares was in prograsss, which evacuation has now been fimished, Since
the conditions outlined in your telegram of May 19, 1943, No. 1610
will by met by arrangements which the War Refugee Board will undertaké
to make with reference to the suggestion, such alarm should now. be =,
obviated. We request you to approach the Government of. fSweden on the
basis outlined above. :

It is req..ested that all developments in this matt.er be. brought e
to the attention of the Department. .

(Unsigned)

DECLAS mm
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DOCUMENT

PARAPHRASE OF TELEGRAM RECEIVED

FROM: The American legation, Stockholm
TO: The Secretary of State, Washington

DATE:  April 18, 1944
NUMBER: 1342

An appeal to the Goverrment of Germany to permit refugee

children to proceed to Sweden has repeatedly been made by the
Government of Sweden during the past year according to Soderblom

(War Refugee Board's number 2, number 654 dated April 12 from the
Department). It appsared for & while that arrangements would be
‘successful for the evacuation of large numbers of Belgisn and - -
Frenoh refugee children but the Govermmeént of Germany at the last
moment on the ground that transport facilities for the evacuation.
of the children could not be spared, stopped the proceedings. "It ..
was added by Soderblom that the Govermment of Sweden is constantly -
following the matter and as soon as there seems to be a sporting
chanes that thes Germans might consent the question will again be
preased. Since military requirements are now so overburdening.
transportation facilities that it is mctually almost an impossi=. = . .
bility for a civilian to get permission to travel, it is Soderblom's
opinion that there is no chanee whatever that the Germans would
consent %o make them (fransportetion facilities) available. It was
Soderblom's desire that the fact be emphasized that the Govermment

of Sweden 1s not overlooking any opportunity
and will continue to appeal to the Go

Sweden of refuges children.

JOHRSON

Tarnmen

that it has appealed.
‘to allow travel to
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PARAPHRASE COF ‘I‘ELEG‘IAM RECEIVED
FROM: The American Dagatlon, ‘Stockholm

TO: The Secretary of State, Waahington
DATE: March 16, 1944
NMBER: 908 -

This morning a member of ths Iegation staff received a visit = .
from a Finnish lady who was interested in the welfare of one hundred
and thirteen Jewish refugees who in 1938 and 1939 had come to Finland
from central Europe. IV was claimed by the informant that permission
for these refugees to enter Sweden had been refused by the Swedish -
Foreign Ministry and in view of the establishment of the War Refugee

Board she requested my aid in urging the Govermment of Sweden to admit -

these people at once so that they would be saved from what she fears -
will be demination of Finnish pro-Nazi elements when the Finns make a
final decision to contimue the war agalnst the U.S.S.R.

This refers to Departmentta number 131 dated mdniaht Janaary E
25 and to Legat:.on's number 481 datad 6:00 P.f., February 13, 194.4.

I mentioned the Lady's visit to Boheman this afternocon and also
told him what she talksd about, Boheman was fully informed about it
said that the Government of Finland had made application for the

admission of these Jewish refugees. ..The Swedish Cabinet has considered

this application twice and has made an adverse decision. The Govern—
ment of Finland was advised that denying admittance to these refugees .
at present was not because they were Jews or because of any urwilling-

ness on Swaden's part to admit refugees who were in:néded or in’ danger i .
-but that their being Jews and leaving Finland at this time-the Govern= . -

‘ment of Sweden believed would be very bad propaganda for Finland:
abroad especially since in faet no urgent necessity for their leaving

Finland existed, Confidentially Boheman added that Sweden would admit ' -
them immediately if this group of refugees should in’ fact be pliced: in’“' :

any danger in Finland due to the situation which my. Finnish caller
feared,

JOHNSON

i+




L 619 U

: DOCUMENT
 PARAPHRASE OF TELEGRAM SEN?
FROM:  Seoretary. of State, Washington

T0: American Legation, Stockholm
DATED:  April 25, 1944

. NUMBER: 749

War Refuges Board sends the following for Johnson and Olsen.

Reference is made to your telegranm of'April 11, 19417.,71‘(0;_']7.235.

The importance of Hellsted's statement concerning extent of
danger from Gestapo in. Finland to many Germans, Swedes and others .
is appreciatad by the War Refugee Board, The Board is charged with
reaculing "the victims of enemy oppression who are in imminent dan-
ger of death" regardless of religion, nationality or stateleas
status. Accordingly, the Board would warmly welcome Swedish action
to afford reseus to all groups in Finland which would be especially
endangersd as the result of increased German influencs. .

" Conecerning Hellsted's remark that permission to refugee's and -
others to enter Swedsn would amount to discrediting Finnish Govern-
ment, the Board suggests that you refer him to Boheman's statement
reportad in your cable No, 908 to the effect that the Finnish Gov-
ernnent itself has applied for admission of Jewish refugeea.

Wiith reapect to the questions reported 1n your cabls No, 1235,
the Board holds that all persons referred to in our 724 of April 21
are in dangsr, It is prepared to make arrangements for the evacua-
tion from Sweden, as soon as practicable, of all persons,- other than-
Swedes, who may be accorded refuge in Sweden, and for the. mninten-
ance in Sweden of such refugees who cannot claim ‘the aupporb of "
their governments. -

Ths Board appreciates the action ta’:en by Sweden (reported in

{ your telsgram of April 21, 1944, No. 1379) in authorizing one hun=:' -

R dred visas to Central European refugees now in Finland as & starter, -
The Board is deeply concerned about the danger thraatening ‘113 Jew=:

to in our cable of April 21, No. 724,  The Board fully supports: your
repressntations reported in your telegram of April 8, 19/.4, No. 1209.

In light of your cable No. 1379 referred to above, it is assumad
by the Board that the Hellsted statement does not modify in any way
the confidential assurances given by Boheman and reported in your -

_ cable No, 508, Please obtain confirmation of said assurances and;

DECLAD SIFTED

ish refugees from Germany and Austria and about 20600 others referred.- (~




E should you consider that danger is imminent, please press for imma- )

diats action.

Reference is made to oisen's no. 3. 'The Bd'ard' is gratd.fied by ,
favorable Swedish reaction to his appointment and the- statements made .
to the press are approved by the Board. -

The foregoing is mw cable No. 4. 7

HULL
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DOCUMENT

PARAPHRASE OF TELEGRAM RECETVED

FROM: - The American Minister, Stockholm
TO: The Secretary of Stats, Washington -
DATE: April 21, 1944

NUMBER: 1379

According to Hellstedt Swedish visas have been aunthorized for
one hundred Central European refugees now in Finland, as a starter
~--please refsr to mumber 1235 dated April 11 from the lLegation. It
was stressed by Hellstedt that visas are being granted for humani-

tarian reasons since the refugees are panicky and not (repeat not)
because the Government of Sweden belisves there 1s .any danger.

JOHNSON
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DOCUMENT .

PARAPHRASE OF TELRGRAM SENT =

FRQM: - Secretary of State, Washington

~ TO: American Iegation, stockholm
DATED: June 30, 1944

NUMBER: 1301 , ~N

Reference is made herewith to your talegram of June 29, 1944,
No. 2371.

1. Approval is given to your proposed course of action and it is
requested that you proceed expeditiously.

‘2, Information has been received by the Dapartment tha‘b Canadia.n,
Belgian, British, and Italian Governments have accepted the repatria-
i . tion of their nationals and have instructed the appropriate missions
at Stockholm to communicate with the Government of Sweden. - You are
- requested to correlate your action with them and urge them to take any
necessary action to the extent that they have not done 80 alraady.

3. The expenses in connection with the’ evacuation of any refugees
included in the movement and in connection with their maintenance while
in Sweden are guaranteed by the War Refugee Board. The War Refugese
Board also guarantees to arrange, when circumstances permit, for their
ommard transportation from Sweden. (Department's telegram of April 25,
1944-’ No. 749) s -

"4, Tt is hoped that arrangements can be made by the Gowiernment
of Sweden to transport Swedish or other nationals on the return :
voyage of the vessel and to diminish proportionately- any ‘charges .
against this Goverrment for the operation of the vesgel if it is:
impossible actually to evacuate any Americans and associated nation'
from Helsinki owing to force majeure. FEEs

f N , " HULL-
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VVDQCUMENT
MB-774 _ ‘Stockholm - :
istribution of true DATED: September 29, 191.1..
reading only by special “REC'D: 6 20 p.m. :

arrengenent. UEENY)

Secretary of State, R
Washington. ) : ) : 7 S
3955, September 29, 5 p.m, : o ] -

Every effort will be made to anter into any practica‘ble I
arrangements that will mitigate circumstances described in WRB 86 .
(Department's 1883, September 20, 6 p.m.). Following may assist -
Board In obtalning insight into problem as we have encountered it
here. This is our 87 for WAB, .

" Tremerdous difficulties and hazards of taking any helpful
action in Iithuania perhaps are best suggested by fact that in
-course of Olsen's rescue operations which have brought. less than -
150 ILithuaniana here, 4 boats and almost 250 lives were lost, .
These operations have recently become so dangerous and appropriate
communication with other side so erratic that it was decided to.
stop operations this week. Not a single Jew has been reacued.
Iithvanian refugees arriving here say Jews .are too terrified to: -
‘move from present hideouts, either because they fear German trap, R
are afraid of almost cextainty of belng spotted by Gestapo ard e
shot or are very much afraid of undertaking the dangerous escape. S
A Lithuanian Catholic Priest, one of the refugees brought here
through these rescus operations, stetes quite a large. number of
Jews wers able to get into Lithuanian-territory occupled by the
Russians and are sald to be treated extremely well. Many others,
in some cases entirs familles, are being hidden by Lithuanian R
farmera. He states many Jews have been given false birth certifi- -
cates by Catholle Priests. According to him, there were only about’
500 Jews in Krotingen on July 1 of this year and he does not. believe
there are any more than that now uhless there has been: heavy demand N
for conscript lsbor in that avea.

Operations in Estonia and latvia were also stoppe’dﬂ'this:we'ek-'— ERR R
and the boats ordered to be delivered to Olsen hers. Action wap .= . 7.0
due in part to the military situation in that area as well as to: STt O
* the difficulties of controlling the types of people who wers to bse 5', [P v
brought out. There are literally hundreds of thousands of people - R
on the Balitlc coadtal aress, of all political followings, making -
every panlic stricken effort to escape. The last boat sent to - - -
Estonia was almost capsized by scores of people swimming arourd in
the sea trying to.climb aboard., Somewhat over three hundred ‘were
rescued from Latvia and approximately 250 from Estonla. Here again,
however, 1t was not possible to bring out a single Jew. A full re- :
port of all these rescue operations will be forwarded in the near
future,

Rl AR I A




A1l available channels will, a3 they have in the past, be used

to forestall further massacres in East Prussia anmd Poland, although.
we are extremely pessimistic that much can be accomplished since the
contacts we haye had in the past are not abls to exert any-influence. -
upon the severe military control presently being maintained by the =~ -
Germans. over such matters. Threats of reprisals are meaninglesa to-
this group and it may be assumed that -should any proposals ultimate-
ly be fortheoming through Kleist or other intermedisries for the :
Germans, such proposals will undoubtedly involve totally unaccsptable
military implications. e are pushing these negotiations as gtrongly
as possible, neverthelsss, simply to stall for time, - - -

* JOHNSON
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DOCUMENT -
1C - 286 o - ’ : Stockholm
Distribution of DATED - July 17, 1944

true reading by : BEG'D 8.40 p.m. v
special a;rangemsnt . -
. W .-

Secretary of State,
Washingten,
2652, July 17, midnight.

This is our 54 for War Refugee Board,

The following summarizes the pertinent features of report
filed by Trammael and Evensen in covering refugee astivities in
Norway.

Of the $50,000 originally received (second $50,000 received
last week) approximately 100,000 Swedish kronor were used to pur-
chase 328,000 Horweglan kroner. This Norweglan currency was pur-
chasad locally from Norweglan refugees who had brought the ecurrency
to Sweden and it was stressed that there could be no possible. bene-
f£it to enemy from these transactions.. Of this Norwegian currency,-
approximately 50,000 kronsr has been sant back to Norway through’
the underground for relief purposes including the support of fami-
lies of persons in concentration camps. The balance of this cur-
rency is still on hand. Group also has approximately 75,

Swedish kronor on hand from firat transfer.

It is reported that about 850 Norwegians eacaped int.o Sweden:
during Juns despite a severe tightening of border patrols so -that
operations were difficult. During July Norweglan refugees are °
coming into Sweden at the rate of approximately 65 a day and the -
mo7rement has been organized well to overcome recent obstaclas. T
Almost 10,000 youths who failed to respond.to the Nazi labor mobi-
1ization are hiding in the forests in the vicinity of Oslo. Funds. - °
supplied by American Relief for Noxway are esslsting An’ ma:lntain- .
ing these groups. Other expenditures include the. purchasa;:l'n L
Sweden of food clothing and shoes for severe ha.rdahip cas
Norway.

Tranmael and Evensen appear to be ex’c.remely consc’ientidu‘s':in o
handling thé funds end carrying out the program involved, They
have established en administration committee which includea -Edward-
Stenklsv of the Stockholm Secretariat of the- Horweg:lan ‘Labox" Union )
end Irygye Nilsen, former chairman of the 0slo Iabor Council.  The: -

accounts are kept by Hans Heeg, former chief cashier of the Nor-
weglan Iron and Metal Union, and expenditures are. audited by George-

Jacobsen and Karsten or Kildsen, former auditors of tha Normsgian
Labor Union.

JOHNION
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- 350 o " Stockholm ot
Distribu‘hion of : - DATED:. August 19, 1944-

true reading only by - . " 'REC'D: ,9'28 a.m,
specisl arrangement. - hw) ) S

Secretary of State,
Washingtom.
3199, August 19, 11 p.m,

Second Teport of Evensen-Tranmael group has. besn received '
covering activities for July. Principal features summarized be-
low and full reports going forward by pouch. S .

One, Group assisted in a variety of evacuation opera.t:l.ona
which brought approximately 1,000 Nomegians :I.nto Sweden dnring
the month.

Two. Organizations for maintain_tng 10,000 youths hiding in
the Norweglan forests now well established, with good channels
for food amd clothing supplies, and plans are in readiness for
their evacuation should it become necessary .

Three. Food packages, clothing,- shoses and other critical )
supplies are being sent in to families-of prisonera, children and
othsr groups in great need of assistance. In addition 125,
Norweglan kroner have been sent in to needy casas.

Four, Sscond installment of $50,000 was received du.ring July
and balance on hand after July expeniitures was 232,000 Swedish
kronor and 161,000 Norwegian kromer. Third 1nstallment of $50 000 :
was received in early part of August.

In general it is clear that these Norwegian operations are
progressing very well and that mmch is being accomplished

Olsen is considering the possibility of transferring the Ve
sels in Baltic operations over to Norwegian operations of a ‘imi= o
lar nature at such time as it becomes impossible.to continue activ= '
ities in the Baltie. Prospects of success could be extremely good. -
To date approximately 600 have been evacuated from the Baltic cdun-':
tries through our facilities and a few hundred mors through:the
assistance of our rescue organizations in those areas. It does-
not seem likely however that thess operations can be carried-out
much longer in the light of the military situation in the Baltic
at which time the question arlses as to the further use of the
vessels provided they are not lost in the meantime. ~ Your comments
would be appreciated. This is our No. 75 for WRB. ‘

JOHNSON
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DOCUMENT
KEM-324 7 Stocknolm
Distribution of trua . DATED : September 25, 194!.,

reading only by speclal REC'D:  7: 50 p.m. RN
_arrangsment., _—‘ﬂ) i -

Secretary of State,

Washington,
3864, September 25, 5 p.m.

For WRB

Following is third report of Evensen-Tranmael group covérihg
rescue and rellef operations in Norway during August, and is our -
No. 84.

To balance on hand of 232,000 Swedish kronor at end of July
was added approximately 210, 000 kronor equivalent of $50,000
additionally transferred from the United Statea during August.
Approximately 100,000 kronor were expended for food and clothing
supplies, which were sent to the Norwegian home front, relatives
of prisoners, persons working for the refugee transport organiza-
tion, and to the students hiding in the forests, As of September
1 there was a balance on hand of 351,000 Swedish kronor. About
125,000 Norwegian kroner were sent into-Norway. for a variety of
relief and rescue purposes, and 115,000 Norwegian kroner are atill
on hand.

Approximately 750 Norwegians escaped to Sweden during August,
of which about 500 came through faoilities financed by American
labor relief,

JOHNSON
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IFG-956 . Stockholm L
Distribution. of trus - e .. DATED: October 25, 191.1., P
reading only by speclal - REC!DY 2:20:m.m., 26th
a.rrangenent. W) P Ve i

Secretary of State,
Washington.
4348, October 25, 8 p.m, -

During aep‘bember recoived final inat-al]ment of initial
amount of $200,000. (Following sumsrizes Irammael-Evensen report
on Norweglan operations for September., This is our No. 94 for War -
Refugse Board §>e Experditures during month were approximately = --
2,000,000 Swedish kronor leaving on hand as of October 1 approxi~
mxtely 380,000 Swedish kronor and 150,000 Norweglan kroner. About
600 parcels were sent into Norway through regular license proce-
dure. These included 4000 kg. of food, 560 kg. of clothing and
200 pairs of shoes. Considaerable other food and clothing was sent .
in through underground chanmels. Approval has now been obtained
to serd to Norway monthiy an additional 400 packages. Approxi- .
mately 60,000 Norwegisn kroner were sent in to needy i‘amilies in
verious districts in Norway.

largely through equipment, supplies and f\mds prov1ded by
American labor relief, epproximately 1000 Norwegians were brought
to Sweden in September. Olsen is now exploring with them a pro-
gram of evacuating refugees by sea routea, In general the Nor--
waeglan situation is now both tense and critical.,

JOHNSON
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DOCUMENT
BAS~245 S Stockholm .- '
- DATED: November ll, 1944

Sscretary of State, . ) ‘REC'D: ~ 23 32 p.m.
Washington. . e
4620, November 11, 3 p.m.

This is our Ko. 104 for War Refugee Board.

Trammael-Evensen report for Norweglan operations during
October containa the following features. An additional tranafer
of $50,000 was received during the month, to be added to the :
381,000 Swedish kronor already on hand on October lst,

During the month approximately 1000 packages were sent under
license to Norway, including 7750 kg. of food, 700 kg. of -clothing
end 250 pairs of shoes, Through underground facilities an sddi- -
tional 3500 kg. of clothing, shoes, food, and tobacco have been

~ sent Into Nomy.

. Refugee transport facilitles were supplied with necessary

equipment, food, clothing, and Norwegian monsy, 45,000 Norweglan

kroner teing sent in during the month, Through the escape routes

equipped and financed by American labor relief about 1260 Nomegian

refugees were brought to Sweden in October. {- R

Suitable vessels have now 'been acquired to expand sea escape

routes and necessary arrangements with Swedish authorlties con-
cluded, German control of see areas has been tightened consider-
ably, however, and difficulties may be anticipated.

As of November 1 about 415, 000 Swedish kr. and 105,000
Norwegian kr., were on hand.

JOBNSON
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DOCUMENT
. TR-1320 . " ‘Stockholm '
Distribution of true ‘DATED: December. 18 1941,
reading only by special ’ REC'B: 7 46 p.m.
arrangement. ) : : :

Secretary of State ,
Washington ] )
5167, December 18, 5 p.m. (Section One of Two)

114 for WRB

Summary of Trarmael-Evensen report for the month of November
on Norwegian operations follcwa.

Expenditures for the month were approximately 292,000 Swedish
kronor for clothing, footwear, food, licensing of packagea and
refugee transportation, and 133,000 Norwegian kroner. 559 licenaed
packages with about 6,625 kg, of food, 750 kg. of clothes ard 250
pairs of footwear were sent. Also 22,000 kg. of verious foodstuffs
ard a mmber of other commodities were sent in a different way.

The Norweglan kroner were sent for various purposes and to differ—
ent diatriets in Norway. Neceseary equipment of clothes; bed-
clothes, focd, money, et cetera, ‘have been placed at disposal of
crews on boats &s previously.

| DECLASSITIED
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PARAPERASE OF TELEGRAM RECEIVED

FROM: American Legation, Stockholm
TO: Sscretary of State, Washington
DATED: Dacember 18, 1944

NUMBER: 5187 (Section Two)

Refugees numbering about 800 -have arrived over the routes which
the Committee maintains, Money has been placed at the disposal of -

refugee relief in ths northern districts aince the situation in the
northern part -.of Horway has become so acute,

Since the Committee has racesived no new contribntibns during
November and all available funds have been contracted for, it is
felt by the Committee that if it could be sure of a certain amount
each month activities could be expanded since distress among families
of prisoners, refugees and those forced to evacuate is on the increase.
The Committee desires to have these views communicated to the Amer—~
ican Relief for Norway, Inc., and they forward at the same times their
heartiest thanks for the confidence and great economlc support which
has so far been given,

We are sending by pouch a full report regarding this.

JOHNSON .
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BAS-1884 - T Stocknolm
Distribution of true o C DATED Februarv 7 1945
reading only by special - REG'D - '11i42 a.m. . ;
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Secretary of Stats,
Washington.
463, Fedbruary 7, 11l a,m.

This is our No. 122 for War Refuges Board.

Evensen and Tranmael report recelved covering Norweglan opera~
tions for December. Approximatsly 325,000 kroner werse expen@e&
during month. Through legitimate licensing channels 1,350 packages
were gsent into Norway containing 18,000 kg. of foodstuffs, 2,700 kg. -
of clotking and 470 pairs of shoes. Through underground channels an -
additional 10,000 kg. of foodstuffs were sent into Norway and 300
pairs of shoes,

Bescue opsrations are continuing and in the first three weeks -
of Dscember over 600 refugees were transported to Swecden through
facilities financed in part by American labor relief, . There are now
six vessels engaged -in evacuation by sea routes. - '

" The Norwegian labor group is now virtually without funds and
Olser has loaned them $50,000 of funds held by him for other purposes.
This will presumably be repaid by $50,000 schednled to dbe trangferred
to them in February which will again leave them without funds. Sincs
the group is presently engaged in operations which will rsquire.
$50,000 monthly please advise urgently whether this program-can be ..
financed or whether it will be necesqary to curtail operations. :

JOHNSON e 7————:f'77{, i
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Secretary of State,
Washington. '
781, Febu-uary 28, 10 p.m.

This is our No. 127 for WRB. Trammael-Evensen report for
January operations in Norway indicates that approximately 160
packages were sent through regular licensing channels during
& : month, containing 22,000 kilograms of food, 2200 kilograms of
clothing and 360 pe.irs of shoes. Through underground channels-
were delivered an additional 13,000 kilograme of food, 1,100
pairs of shoes, considerabls clothing and other articles. It ia ST
estimated that 1,100 refugses were brought to Sweden in January = . !
on the evacuation routes financed in part with furds of American o A
labor relief. , , IR

No furds remained at hand at the end of January and t.he - - !
loesl lzbor group reported themselves indebted to the extent of ‘
50,C00 Swedish kronor and 34,000 Norweglan kroner. This latter .
problem has been raised with you separately. - R

JOHNSON

' DECLASSIRIRD
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Secretary of “ta‘be,
Washington. -
1298, April 7, 2 p.n.

Report has been received from Evensen and Tranmasl covering

their operations in Normay during February. Through regular . o
licensing facilitles 675 packages were sent into Norway contain- ST i

(' . ing about 10,000 kg. foodstuffs, 2230 kg. of clothing and 350 :

B pairs of shoes. Approximately 28,000 kg. of foodstuffs were seént
in through underground facilities, as well as a considerable amount s
of clothing, footwear and other materisl. This is our 133 for WRB.. T
In addition the group sent in through the underground about 2 tons -
of clothing and other supplies for certain Swedish organizations. -
Approximately 1100 Norwegians were brought to safety in Sweden
during February through underground routes financed in part by
American labor relief.

. Due to lack of funda oparations were- necessarily curta.iled )
during this period.

JOHNSON -

DECTASYITFIRD
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Secretary of State,
Washington, .
1490, April 21, 5 p.m.

This is ocur number 136 for War Refugee Boa.rd in :reply to

WRB 354 (Department's 694, April 18, 2 p.m.).

Problam ‘of finance has been discussed with lacal Ndmegian
lebor group., They received last $50,000 installment from the -
United States in March and these funds will probably be insuffi-

- clent to carry them through April operations. Olsen promised to
make available to group 75,000 kronor of $98,500 transferred to
him from WAB confidential funds in Ankara. Homaver, except for
such additional funds as Olsen may make aveilable from his spseial
furds, loeal group w11l lack funds for May operatlons and st111

owe Olsen $50,000 prev:.ously loaned them,

‘Trammael and Evensen have supplied report covering March
operations in Norway, translations of which are- being forwarded
by pouch. During March 1,135 parcels were sent into Norway through
licensing channels, containing approximately 15,000 kilograms of

food, 3,310 kilogram of clothing and 300 pairs of shoes.

About

9, 000 kilograms of food and clothing were sent in through under~
ground chennels, as well as other suppliea contributed by Swedish
organizations. During March approximately 1,100 Norweglans were -

brought to Sweden through escape facllities financed in part by

American labor reldef.

JOHNSON -

PT(T AR

o Lid

SIFIED
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| : AMERICAN LABOR RELIE'E
) Vallingetan, 21, I,
Telephone: 10 87 17

Attache Mr. Iver Olsen,
American Iegation,
Strandviigen 7 A,
Stockholm,

Re: rican Relief for Ni Chicago

© Report for April, 1945.

to Norway.
€70 pa:Lrs of shoes,

list.

that 1,246 refugees have arrivwed.

Fnclosure /Omitted - Ed,7

" Stocknolm, 25.5.45.

American Labor Relief for Normay, Stockholm.

In April no new contribution has been received. Of the most .
important expenditures, we mention: changing of Norwegisn kroner:
about 24,000.- Sw. kr., clothing: sabout 12,000.- Sw, kr,, licensed:
packages: about 13, ¢00.- Sw. kr., trs.nsportation expenses 36,000:~
Sw. kr.” In this month 137,000.- Norweglan k:roner have baen -sent.

In the course of the month 663 licensed packages haver been
sent, with in 211 8,212 kg, foodstuﬁ'a, 1,989 kg. clothing ard

In other ways 2,331 kg. of foodstuffs have been aent, plus
clothing, footwear a.nd other commodities as shom in the enclosed

Along the routes financed by the Connnittee, we are reported
(Signed)

LARS EVEI‘SEN

Lars Evensen. R
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AMERICAN LABCR RELIEF S £
Vallingatan 21, I o o R L
Tslephone. 10. 87 7 - Stockholm;, June 8; 1945. :

Attache Mr. Iver Olsen,
American legation,
Strandvéigen 7 A,
Stockholm. s

Re: Americsn Relief for Norway, Chicago -
American labor Re fs) I\IO Stoc!

Report for Mav, 1945.

In May we have received Sw. kr. 80,000.- from the War Refugee
Beard. Of expenditures we mention particularly the purchase of
clothing: . 6,700,-, foodstuffs: about kr..5,000.-, packages:
kr. 9,600.~, ref“ugee transports well over kr. 14,000.-. Ths lat=
ter item chiefly refers to the final liquidation of the transports
which were in process at the time when the peace broke out. The
.refugee relief this month amounted to kr. 32,000.-, the most part
having been used for extra relief to political prisoners who wers
repatriated via Sweden.

s

) In the course of the month we have sent 640 hcénsed;piackages >
containing in all 7,520 kg. of foodstuffs, 1.10 kg. of clothing and
125 raira of shoes, .

In other ways we have sent 7,530 kg. of various foodstuffs,
‘plus clothing and other commodities, which are: referred to in the ;
attached list, .

(Si'gned) . 7
IARS EVENSEN - .

2 _enclosures. /Umitted - E4.7

.
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'Secre'bary of State,
Washington.
1953, May 29, 6 p.m.

FOR WAR HREFUGEE BOARD
In response to WEB 368 (Dept's 949, May 23, 1_1 a.m.)

- Have discussed fully with local group reprasenti.ng American
labor relief for Norway their ideas as to future relief program
local group is extremely anxious to continue Norwegian relief -
activities and are firmly convinced of necessity of continuing
operations from Sweden in view of advantageous supply factor as
well as prompt délivery facilities. They have advanced a five-
point program covering relief and gsneral asslstance to the
following groups of the more severely distressed ca.tegory.

(A). Yorweglans returning from concent.ration ca.mps in

: Germany. .

(B). Prisoners released from Grini. s

(). Prisoners released from other concentration camps
in Norway.

(D). Specisl relief program for residents of Finmark,

(E). Support of widows and children of above groups. of :
prisoners,

The group has advenced a minimum program which wﬂl i‘equire o
spproximately 100,000 kronor monthly to finance. This will- sup-f':
ply appmimtely 30,000 KG., of essential foods monthly as well:
as medicines and clothing. All necessary arrangements hay been
made both as to pr ocu.rement of supplies and as. to shipmen -

Local group has been advised of contribution of $50 000 by
War Refugee Board for relief operations in Norway (WRB:370, Dept'
973, May 25, 5 p.m,) and it wishes to express its deepest SRR
appreciation for this generous support.

JOBNSON

DECLAS SH‘IED
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this program to the amount of $10,000 per month as the ‘foregoing seems.:
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- DOCUMENT

PARAPHRASE OF TELEGRAM RECEIVED

FRQA: American ILegation, Stockholm
TO: Secretary of State, Washington.
DATED: May 19, 1944
NUMBER: 1772

Following message for War Refugee Board is our No;' 18.

Tast night a lengthy discuss:.on was held by Olsen with claes ST
Westring, Swedish Censulate General in 0slo who is returning today to .= -
0slo. He has been activsly concerned with Swedish relief activities: .-
in Norway ard the evacuation %6 Sweden of several Jews in concentra-
tion camps in Norway have been personally arranged- by him. He states
that at the present time the lack of local funds in the right hands to
carry out the operations is:the main obstacle to effective relief
activities within Narway as well as further evacuations to Sweden. As
outstandingly distressed groups, he mentioned tlie families of those in
Norwegian concentration camps, the families of Norwegians deported to
Germany and the familiss of clergymen, members of tha Supreme Court
ard intellectuals who are interned as a result of compromising them=- .
selves politically., The families of many of these people are complete-
1y without funds for living.

In emphasizing to Westring the. anxiety of the United States -
regarding this matter and the steps we are.preparing to take, Westring
said he was willing to act as intermediary in getting funds ‘both fozf .
evacuation operatlons and for relief activities into the hands of -
appropriate Norwegians. Plans were worked out under which any funds
obtained from America. would be turned over to an appropriate person :
in the Swedish Foreign Office who would make available to Westring the
Norweglan equivalent. Also plans were made whereby there would be:.
channeled through another appropriate official in:the Forelgn Office ’
communications to and from Westring,

It is stroﬁgly urged that the War Refugee Board find éu}ﬁﬁorfifér;. .

to be an unusual opportunity for carrying on certain essentlal opera-‘:-
tioris through responsible and skillful channsls. .

- JOHNSON

DL T ‘A’*" T
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FiE-850 - Stockholm BRI
o DATED: - November 7, 1944

Secretary of State -~ REC'™D: 2:20 p.m. -
Washington. - o T
4548, November 7, noon.

Reply to yowr inguiry was deferred until most recent informa- -
tion could be obteined from Swedish Consul General in Oslo, who has
" now been in Stockholm for a few days. Thia 1s our No. 102 for War:
Refugeo)a Board in reply to WRB 220 (Department's 2128 of October 23, .
9 p.m. : ) .

To date 50,000 Swedish kronor have been deposited at Foreign
Office for account of Consul General Westring, against which depos=
it he uses equivalent in Norwegian krorer obtaired as consular fees.
Vestring 1s working closely with Central Rellef Committee of Iuther- .
an Church in Oslo, and supplies this group the necessary fumds to
bring urgent relief to a carefully selected list of most needy cases.
-These cases in almost all instances comprise families of men who
have elther been deported, imprisoned or shot by the Germans, and
include perhaps a dozen seversly stranded Jewish families. Thia )
type of relief is totally illegal in Norway, subject to ‘punishment

. by imprisenment, and it 1s extremely important that the whole mate
“ter 1s kept strictly confidential, particularly as to Swedish €OoOop~ -
eration and assistance, Westring informs that this work. is accom-

" plishing an enormous amount of good, that conditions in Norway for .
such families are becoming increasingly difficult, that considerably
more could be done along the same lines if funds were available,’

Have supplied 25,000 Swedish kronor to certain officials of
the Norwegisn Legation here responsible for home front activities,
Thls was for the purpose of supplying necessary medicine, clothing :
and food to the home front groups as well as the Norwegian students : i

hiding in the forests. This program also is moving forward ard: 1s. - s B
connected with other operations concerning facilities established: S i

to rescue these student groups. when and 1f necessary.

Third program with which American Relief for Noi-m.y funds ér; TS

belng employed has been worked out with pestors of Norwegian: Luther-: SR

an Chureh in Sweden. Amownt of 25,000 Swedish kronor. has been made
avallabls to them to permit more or less pennilass Norwegian refu- - : . 7 -
gees here to send food parcels back to relatives. in Norway .particu- ' :
larly for Christmas, Same group being supplied with 50,000 Norwe-
glan xroner which they will serd in by underground to needy cases’
in the more isolated Norweglan parishes. We believe this to be an
excellent project, - o Sl s

American Relief for Rorway Amay be interested in knowing that.
one of its founders and former member of its board  of directors,
tfigurd Arneson, presently assistant M1litary Attache to this




Legation, has been consulted fully regarding the - disposition of .
these funds and not only feels that & tremerdous good is being -~ = .
done but considers that the ‘need is greater than ever befora. 17 B

JOHRSON
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Secretary of State,

Washington,

891, Merch 7, 7 p.m.

THIS IS OUR 130 FOR WAR REFUGEE BOARD

One of Sweden's leading néwspapers, DAGENS NYHETER, of March )
6, contains a front page interview with a Hungarian Jew who recente -
1y escaped to Sweden. He pays tremendous tribute to Swedish relief
ard rescue activities for Hungarian Jews, particularly that of
Raoul Wallenberg, and states "Budapest Jews were saved by the
Swedes,! : . )

The article describes one instance in which an hour's urgent
conference by Wallenberg with Szalasy personally caused the latter
to reinstate the validity of Swedish protective pessports. It men-
tions that Wallenberg quartered 5000 Jews in so-called Swedish
houses and one evening, when an armed patrol entered this area to
remove some of the inhabitants to labor camps, Wallenberg met the
petrol ard, after advising it that it was trespassing on Swedish -
territory, informed the group that it could not trespass further
without first shooting him, adding "noné leaves this place as long
as I live." Iater the same evening Wallenberg was advised that 11
persons with Swedish passports had been arrested by the Gestapo
and had been loaded on & labor train destined for Viemma, It ..
states that Wallenberg raced to the railway station but the traln
had departed, Wallenberg then chased the train until it stopped.
at station just short of the German border and he managed to.re-::. .
move these 11 persons from the train, : IR

The article pays remarkable tribute to Wallenberg's courage -
and day and night effort to help the Jews, despite the fact -that .. -
there was a constant objact of personal attack and anonymous: e
threats of bodily harm., The article will be formarded im- the '
next pouch.

JOHNSON




: '—'Stockholm ST
DATED:. April 19, 1945
REG'D,: 10:17 a..m.';

Secretary of State, -
Washington. :
1447, April 19, 1 p.m.

For Department and WRB.

Approximately 5,000 Danish and Norwegian Jews arrived in
Malmo yosterday from Germany and are being sent to an especially
arranged Swedlsh internment camp. So far as is known this group
comprises virtually all Danish and Norwsgian Jews in German con=
centration camps ard their release is a consequence of certain
speclal negotiations conducted by Count Bernadotte du:ring the
past Beveral weeks. . ) .

The Swedish Forelgn Gffice i1s endeavoring to secure the :

release of Norweglan Jews in Grini, under the same gua.r&ntees of
special internwent in Sweden.

JOHNSON
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REG'D 4124 Do .

Secretary of State,
¥ashington. - -
1635, Yay 2, 4 p.m.

Our 1476 of April 20, 6 p.:n. nade reference to 500 Danish-Jews
instead of 5,000 as stated in Departmentts 774, April 27, 3 p.m. S
) Informed local sources indicated that 425 have actually arrived here )
{ to date and that this group comprises the living remainder of: )
: approximately 525 originally deported from Denmark, the balance
having died in concantration camps.

JOHNSON
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Stockholm ™ -
DATED: May 3, 1945
REC'D: 9142 Pote - -

- Secretary of Stats,
: Washington., )
1669, May 3, 9 p.m.

For Department and 'FIRB.

Supplementing our 1547, April 25, 8 p.m., We are informed that
{ approximately 3,000 women have now arrived in Sweden from the concen—
tration camp at Ravensbrueck,” 6f which number about 1,200 are Jewesses. -
We are also informed that approximately 3,000 additional women from
Ravensbrueck have reached Denmark and are expectéed in. Sweden by this.
week end.

Approxdimately fifty Norwegian Jews from a concentratlon camp. in
Horway arrivad today. . .

B ; JOHNSON . N S
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Time: 6:40 pom. iR R
. ) ’ Jenuary-3; 1944 - -

Amembassy

London

With reference assistance to refugees on Island 'of Rab your 7682
November 4 following is quoted from letter received from J01nt Chiefs o
of Staff dated December 15, 1943 quote- ’

The Commanding General, “North African Theater of Operatlons, has
been consulted with regard to this matter and, pursuant to his
recommendatlon, it has been determined-that the military situation -
does not permit the military authorltles to render any direct assis-
tance to these refugees &t this time.

The Theater Commander has reported that supplies and facilities
for displaced persons in Italy are aslready overstrained, and that
demends for these items should, if possible, be reduced. Aside from
the fact that operstional needs do not permit the rendition of & -
assistance to these refugees, it is considered that to take such
action might create a precedent which would lead to other demands
and an influx of additional refugees for the care of whom the mllltary
autnorities would be unable to provide facilities and supplies. Al-
though recommending that no direct assistance or funds be provided,
the Theater Commander states that he will continue, as in the past,.
to care for any refugees who should be able to resch: Italy as a
result of their own efforts.

Our latest.information is that the refugees on the Island of‘ :
Rab, together with those at Otocac in Northwest Croatis, total’ ap- :
proximately 1,500, and that the magorlty of these Iefugees are- Jews
unqguote.

Since receipt of letter in reference Department has off1c1al e
information Germens now hold Rab.. . o

Please transmit such portions of the above communi eation “ag: you
msy deen appropriste to the Directorate of the Intergovernmental :
Committee and if the present information of the Committee suggests -
meang of aiding these refugees Department should be informed. )

HULL
(GiB)

DECLASSIFIED
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F:{ ' MEMORANDUM FOR SECRETARY OF WAR STIMSON
. PEB, 1 1944

Re: Making Funds Avail&'ble to Reﬁgees on Island. of Ra.'b

I wish to pref‘ace my discussion by saying that in December che

_Joint Chiefs of Staff were approached at the instance of the Inter- o

governmental Committse on Refugzess with a camprehensive project to
rescue refugees from ths Island of Rab, This plan would have neceasi-
tated direct assistance upon the part of the military authorities in..
volving questlons of transport, etc, On this basis the Commanding
General in the North African Theater of Operations decided that the
military situation did net permit the operation contemplated, Howev‘er,
since the propesal which I am abeut to make is entirely different and
much simpler than that rejected by the Commanding General, and in view.
of our Government's policy with respect to refugees announced at the
time of the sstablishment of the War Refugse Beard, 1 recommend the
follewing for your urgent consideration.

Information we have received indicates that there ars presently
some 1500 refugees, mostly Jewish, on the Island of Rab in the Adriatic
off the Dalmation coast. They apparently were taken thers some time -

ago by Yugeslav Partisans after being freed from internment, The—Islanlr

has changed hands several times, but it is understood to be again in ]
the possession of the Partisans, i sy

It 1s belisved that many of such refugees might be able to hire .
boats to bring them to Italy if they had the necessary fu.nds.'r SimiIa.r

escapes apparently have been arranged by Yugoslav refugees now 1n Italy.'"

Punds are available to the War Refugee Board, and probably. ‘als

Crom

private organizations for this purpose and, if possible, should’ be: sent' o :

to these refuzees as seon as possible.

As a method of accomplishing the feregoing, I sugg‘est the follcw- .

ing possidility. If means of communication exist between our armed ::

" forces and the Yugoslav Partisan leaders, it is suggestad that you: or

the Theater Commander transmit a message to the latter requast:lng -

(a2) that the Partisans furnish loeal currency: to°
refugess on the Island of Rab so ‘that the latter may by their
own offorts ar-ange escape to Italy, it being understood that
such expenditures will be reimbursed in United States dollars
or in such other money as the Partisans reouest;.

(b) that the Partisans, in the event they cannot
furnish necessary local currency, ald the refugees in arranging
escaps by guaranteeing to the boat owners and other persons

i

2t . o
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assisting in the escape that payment will be rade to themi -
the American military authorities upon arrival of the refugees L

in Italy;

{c) that the Partisans keep the appropriate American
military autherities ad.vised of their operations in this ﬁ.eld

It will, of course, be necessarv‘ for the Theater Commander to
make arrangements for payments in Italy in certain cases to persons
bring ing refugees there from the Island of Rab, and possibly for cer-
tain other financial transactions. It.is also essential that the
Theater Commander continue his poliey of caring for any refugees whe
may be able to reach Italy as the result of their own efforts, Such
- pther assistance as he may be able to give will, naturally, be extreme-
1y valuable. It may be made perfectly clear that the War Refugee Board. -
“assumes full financial respensibility for this appration and will reim..

- burse-, all outlaya, )

If you think that the procedure indicated is feasidle, I am sure
that you will sgree that it should be executed as promptly as possible
“in view of the uncertainty of the continued possession of the Island
of Rab by the Partisans, - -

This has been cleared with Mr. Stettinius who 1is in agroemsnt,

(Signed)
H. MORGENTHAU, JR.

(Carried by Secret Service Agent)
2-2-44
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. American Mission, Algiers
Secretary of State, Washington
May 3, 1944 :
1450

From Ackermann for attention of WEB,

No. 17.

In connection with the resscus of Hungarian refugses, MacVeagh in
Cairo reports that information has been received from the British
Embassy indicating that Marshal Tito has promised support. Tito )
will assist them to join his forces or to be evacusted when possible.

The help that Tito can furnish partly depends’ upon the assistance
given him is my opirnion.

In order to get more information on shipping and related probléms
1 will leave for Italy on the advice of Kallech as soon as arrangs-
ments are completed. While there will also follow up Pito proposel.

Since reception facilities in Italy are again becoming overtax~
ed the Army here is issuing a directive prohibiting temporarily .the
transport by Allied vessels of Yugoslav refugees., The dlrective will
slow up the refugee flow, but it will not be stopped. -Arrangement of
additional evacuation areas in France or British North Africa will -

~depend on whather the Army restriction will be relaxed,  An- immediate-
effort will be made to arrange such additional. areas._;'*' e

CHAPIN
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- PARAPHRASE OF TELEGRAM RECEIVED ~
FROM: 7 American BEmbassy, London

TO: ' Secretary of State, Washington - -
DATED: - June 28,"1944 e
NUMEER: : . - 5104

We have just received from the. Foreign Office a memorandum with .
respect to the wish of the War Refugee Board and the Department to
remove refugaes escapad from enemy territory to southern Italy, as set- -
forth in Department's cable of Jume 3, No. 4413, The memorandum. goes
into detail with respect to the points which Randall, head of the Refu-
gzee Department of the Foreign Office, mentioned as reported in Embassy's
cable of June '7, No. 4557. There follows the substance of the memo-~
randums g

- 1. The anxiety of the President and the State Department for the
speedy removal from southern Italy of refugees who have escaped from
emny territory is shared by the British Government. It is stated -

by the Foreign Office that it was aware of the large number of refu~ -
gees arriving from Yugoslavia in Italy and that it agrees emphatically -
~with the view that in no way should the escape of refugees from the
Balkans to Italy be discouraged. Warshal Tito has promised cooperation
and such measures as are possible to alleviate the plight. of Jews- in
Hungary have been taken by the British authorities. vl

2. The British military authorities in the piddle East were pre--
pared and willing to acccmmodate 40,000 Yugoslav refugees in Egypt but
since UNERA has not been able as yet to secure the necessary medlcal
staff the military authorities doubt that they can accommodate more:
than- the 25,000 who have arrived in Egypt already. AN

Therefors, the Foreign Office has requested the European head- :
quarters of UNRRA to expodite provision of a medical staff,: - i

3. Bvery effart to carry out plans already completed to move ‘agl
many Jewish refugees as possible from the Balkans is being: nade by th s
British authorities. As soon as the Rumanian Red. Cross, the Swiss
authorities in Rumania, and the International Red Cross in conjunction-
with the Jewish agency for Palestine can make the necessary arrange-
ments, a British ship can be ready at 30 days notice to. proceed to.-
Constanza for the evacuation of Jewish refugees., However, it seems that.
in all probability the German Government will not grant the necesgsary-
safe conduct in this case any more than in that of the SS -TART -for-
which the American Embassy to Turkey had negotiated. ~However, we will

!

i
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gctively pursue the matter,

4. The establishment of a refugee camp in Tripolitania: hés' ‘been
agreed to by the British Govermment and it is examining the proposal

that Siecily should become a destination for refugses.

5. Tt is agreed to by the Foreign Office that’ camp Iyautey at i

Fedhala should not be opened to refugees from Italy as'it must be kept -

available for those refugess coming from Spain.

6. Concerning the proposal that M Government should grant Pal-
estine immigration certificates to Jewish refugees in liberated Ttaly,
the British whils they do not doubt the desirability of moving them

‘for operational reasons, nevertheless feel that since they are in an
area where they are safe from enemy persecution, they should give pre-

ference for rescue under the limited quotas allotted for immigration -
into Palsstine to those Jews who are still in danger of their lives ,

and can be got to safety out of enemy controlled temtory.

The Foreign Office concludea by saying that this means that whlle

considerable numbers of Yugoslav refugees from Italy have already besn -

received in Palestine, in order that Palestine may be kept. available
for Jews escaping in increasing numbers through Turkey from places of
danger, the alternative places of refuge should be used to the. greatest
extent. .

WINANT
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CRIGINAT, TEXT OF TELEGRAM SENT. -

FROM:  Secretary of State, Washington

TO: _American Embassy, London
DATED: June 3, 1944
4413 o

HUMBER s ) - T
Facilities in southern Italy for caring for refugees who have
. escaped from enemy territory are becoming so over-cromwded that 1t is
{ essential to remove refugees rapidly to other areas. It is particu- -
larly important that this be done ‘without 'delay so that the flow of
refugees into southern Italy is not in any way discouraged or impeded.
The following cable which has been sent to Robert Murphy in Klgiers
indicated more fully the nature of this problem and its importance: °

"Our information indicdtes that refugees have been arriving from
Tugoslavia to Italy at the average rate of over 1800 pér week and ]
that this flow is expected to continue and may well increass. It also.
appears that unless these refugees can be removed rapidly to other
areas,-the military authorities are fearful that-the facilities in
southern Italy for refugses may beccame seriously over-taxed.

"The whole matter has been discussed with the President who has .
made it clear that under no circumstances should the escape of refugees
to Italy from the Balkan countries be discouraged. The flow of réfu- -
gees frem Yugoslavia to Italy is important not only from the standpoint
of saving the lives of Yugoslavs but also in vrder that as many tefu= -
gees as possible from other Balkan countries may be able to escaps. < .- -
through Yugoslavia. In this comnection, Cable No. Yugos 102 from= it
Cairo, dated April 29, indicates that support in rescuing Hungarian = . .-
Jews has been promised by Tito. In view of the plight of Jews today .. . . .. =
-in Hungary, it is essentlal that we do what we can to faeilitate their
escape. ; : IR R

"We recognize that the crux of this matter is finding suitable
places to which these refugees can be removed, In this comection,
the following should be borne in mind, :

(1) As many as possible of these refugees should bs
moved to camps in the Middle East. UNRRA is .making
every effort to supply sufficient medical and other
- personnel., : :

(2) In so far as Jewish refugees are concer-ne._d,—_preaent: s '
plans to move as many as possible to Palestine should be
carried out without delay. In this connection ;1;,"‘5};9@@ S

P
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be borne in mind that in tha case of” Turkey, the Br:.tish
have adopted the policy that all Jews escaping into Turkey
from the Balkan countries will be permitted to go to - :
Palestine. These rsfugees are then placed in camps in’
Palestine where they are checked for.security purposes.

(3) For some timé we have been pressing the British
to establish with our cooperation havens of refuge for -

these people in Tripohtania and Cyrenaica, but without . T

any results to date.

(4) The President suggested the possibility that schie -

of these refugees might be taken to Sic¢ily. This-should

be carefully explored together with the possibility of a -
substantial expansion of facilities on the Italian main-,
land,

(5) while we do not consider it desirabls to bring
refugees from Italy to Camp Lyautsy at Fedhala since all

of the accommodations of that camp must be kept available
for refugees from Spain, the possibility of establishing -

should, of course, be borne in mind,

"Bearing in mind that the flow of refugees into Italy from the
Balkan countries must not be interfered with, you are requaested to
submit as soon as possible your views and recommendations as to all
posaible havens of refuge in which these- people might be temporarnly
placed.

other camps in French North Africa for rafugees from Italy ] '

Plsase convey the .contents of this cable to represahtativ:eéﬁ_of o :

UNARRA and- Ackermann of the War Refugee Board, as well as the :appro=-:

priate military authorities. You should discuss this whole matter: . L

with them and cooperate vyith thom in golving this most urgent proble

According to the best information available there are in isouthéfn".,’, o

Italy several thousand Jewish refugees, The prompt removal of these-

refugees to Palestine would constitute an important step in ‘helping’ to

solve the problem indicated. Accordingly, the Department and. the War -

nrefugee Board would like to know at.the earliest possible moment. .
whether the British Government will grant Palestine certificates to. "
thesae Jewish refugees -and will facilitate their prompt removal. to
Palestine.

in taking up this matter with the British Government you should
bear in mind the following. .

Since the, closing of the Bulgarian-Turkish frontier in May: 1943,
the British Government has been following the policy of authorizing,

1
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after a preliminary security éheck in Turkey, fhe’_ omra.rd jbré,néport: tor
Palestine of all Jews who succead in ‘aseaping to  Turkey from eneny "
territory. "Once in Paléstine the British pléce_t_t_xes&p’ébplé'ih' camps

where another security chack is mads, and if found satisfactory, thay

are graduslly released as legal immigrants to Palestine against the
current half-yearly immigration quota. - Tt is' apparent that “the appli-
cation of a similar policy in the case of Jews now in southern Italy

- would maks possible the prompt removal of such refugees to Palestine.

Please advise us urgently of the attitude of the British Goverrment
in this matter, ’ T ST

~ This message has been 'repeated to Lmrphj, Chapin and :Ac'ka_rman'n,in' .
Algisrs, s - k : R

STETTINIUS
(Acting)
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DOCUMENT

ORIGINAL TEXT OF TELEGRAM SENT

Secretary of State, Washington
American Embassy, London :
June 12, 1944

4641

At his press conference on June 9 the President announced that
the higtoric Army camp, Fort Ontario, at Oswego, New York, hss been
set aslde as an Emergsncy Refuges Shelter. A group of 1,000 refugees
are being vrought immediately from Italy to this country outside of
the regular-immigration procedure, and will™be placed in the Emergency
Refugee Shelter where they will remain for the duration of the war,

‘The President released'the text of a cable which-he had sént to
Ambagsador Robert Murphy in Alglers on June 8. " The text of this
cable is as follows: S

(Insert text of attached cable) - B

The President also revealed that while thP War Refugse Board is
charged with the overall reasponsibility for this project, the Army
snall take the necessary security precautlons so that these refugeés
will remain in the camp and the actual administration of the camp ia
to be in the hands of the War Relocation Authority.

For your information, the War Refugec Board regards the action
which hag been taken by the President as a great step Torward in the
efforts of this Government to rescue victims of enemy oppression in
imminent danger of death and to afford such victims all possible
relisf and asaistance.

The significance of this step can only De nrouerly appraised
against the baclkground of the numerous vigorous. medsurés taken: by
the President and the War Refugee Board since January in an intAnsiv
effort to rescue intended victims of Hitler's brutality, . The fur
actlon now taken by the President in bringing refugees more than ..
4,000 miles to this country to a place of safety should again clnarly”‘ <
demonstrafa to the world that our efforts to save re¢uge°s constituue
a real and most important Government policy.

With today's announcement we should be in.a s*ronver posltion to
urge Allied and neutrel countries to expand their existing refugee
facilitles, This Government is confident that an intensified Joint
effort of all Allied and neutral countries can save manj additional
human lives.

i
i




To the extent that the President's move becomes Friown in the
occupled countries, it should have an important psycholog1Ca1 ‘effect
in convincing the Nazis and their minions throughout "Europe that this

country means business when it says that the fate of nersecuted neopleér
is one of our deep concerns,

Thers is already svidence that the efforts of this Government in -
the refugee field have brought new hope to the oppressed peoples of -
Europe. The President's action yesterday should serve a2s a further

- concrets manifestation to all oppressad peoples of the sincerity and
effectivenass of this Jovornment s humenitarian policy.

With the above in mind, please takes the following action asg expedi—
tiously as 90391ble‘ .

(1) nrinr to the attention of the British Governmant theziction o
which hag been taken by the President, emphasizing the signlficance e
of this action in the refugee field. In exploring with the British - 3
Governtent the question of expanding existing refugee facilities in
the Mediterranean area and finding new havens of refuge for these .
people in that area (your 4557 of June 7), you should make clear -
that this Government is determined to find havens of refuge for all -
persecuted peoples who can escape from German contrfolled territory,

In addition to the possibilities mentioned in our No. 4413 of Juns 3,

- the President hae also suggested the possibility of taking refugees
to Cyprus. As the President indicated in his cadle of .June 9 to
Ambassador Murphy, it is most important that efforts to take*refugees
from Italy to areas close by be intensified.

(2) To the extent possible, consistent with the military: situa— g
tion, every effort should be made to give publicity to: the- President' e LT
action and its significance, particularly in the neutral countrles : o )
enemy territory, :

HULL
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Circular Fourteenth
For Norweb from the War Refugee Board.

On June 9 the President announced to the press that the
army camp Fort Ontario (swego New York has been set aside as
an emergency refugee shelter to house one thousand refugees.
who are being brought to this country immediately from Italy
outside the regular immgration procedurs, Refugees will
remain in>the camp for the duration of the war. The text of
the cable despatched to Ambassador Robert Murphy in Algiers
on June 8 was released to the press by the President and
appeared in the radio bulletin of June 9, The War Refugee
Board is charged by the President with overall responsibility
for this project. . The army has been directed to take the
necesgary security precautions to insure that the refugees
remain in the camp during the war. The War Relocation Authority

© .is to bs responsible for the actual administration of the camp.

The Board regards the action taken by the President as a great
step forward in the efforts of this Goverrment to rescue .
refugees in imminent danger of death and to afford all possible
relief and assistance to such victims, This step can only be
properly appraised against the background of the many vigorous
neasures taken by the President and the Board in the intensive
effort to rescue the victims of Hitlert's extermination policies.
The action taken by the President in bringing refugees from
Ttaly to a place of safety in this country should again T
demonstrate clearly te the world that it'is“an important ‘policy
of this Govermment to rescue as many refugees as possible.: 7 -
Folluwing this announcement this Goverrment should bedn &> =h
stronger position to urge Allied and neutral. countries to ‘@xpand:.
thelr-efforts-onibehalf :of refigeds:::iIt is the confident. hops = -
of this Government that through the joint efforts of Allled and ™ "
neutral countries many additional lives can be saved: “Hopefully,

the President's action will become known in the occupied areas- - ...

and should have an important psychological effect in convincing
the Nazis and their subordinates throughout Europe that this - -
Goverrment is serious in its deep concern for the fate of i -
persecuted peoples. Evidence is already at hand that the
efforts of this Qovernment in the refugee field have’ brought

new hope to the persecuted people in the occupied areas-and

the Presidentt's action should serve as a further manifestation:
of the effectiveness and security /Sincerity7 of the himani~-
tarian policy of this Goverrment, -
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The President has also directed, in addition to the action o

indicated above, that a survey be ma.de immediately of the
possibility of enlarging existent refugee facilities in the
Mediterranean Area and finding new havens of refuge in that
area for these people. Movements to increase the quota of the .

refugee camps in the Middle East fram 25,000 to 40,000 are being .

made. The opening of a camp in Tripolitania which would
accommodate about 1,500 persons has been agreed to by the

British Government. We are canvassing the possibility of ta.ld.ng
refugees to Cyprus together with possibility that some southern
Italy refugees may be cared for in Sicily, pursuant to the
President?s suggestion. We are also exploring other possibilities.
The above represents an effort of this Goverrment, -in coopsration
with the British Govermment, to find places-of refuge in which
shelter may be found by all persons escaping from Italy. -

You are requested, keeping the above in mind, to act as. -
expeditiously as possible in the following manner. The fore~
going should be brought to the attention of the government to
vinich you are accredited, the significaunce of the action in-
the refugee field being emphasized. The determination of this
Govermment to find havens of refuge for all.persecuted. pecples
who can escape from German-controlled arsas should be made
clear to the government to which you are accredited. = Please
explore carefully therefore with such govermment all possible
means by which further aid in the rescue and relief of victims
of enemy persecution can be given by it. Consisbtent with the-
military situation every effort should be made: to give publicity -
in the neutral countries and in enemy territories- to the .
President!s action and its sigmificarce. :

The results of the action which you take pursua "’oo this O

telegram should be reported immediately.

(czw) o
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KD-174 o oo Caserta

Distribution of true ' DATED: August 11, 1944 -

reading only by special ' BEG'D: 8:15 p.m., 12th-

arrangement, ~ W)

Secretary of State,
Washington.
106, August 11, 2 p.m.

For War Rafugee Board from Ackermann No. 105.

Just returned from Bari where survey made Hungarian Yugoslav.
situations. Discussions -with British American Partisans indicate
responsibllities from bungary not (repeat not) favorable presently : .
becanse Tugo~Hungarian border toe well guarded., I am informed
Partisans now control isolated region their side Drava River where~
Hmungarians are safe if they reach there by own efforts., A handful
have reached safety in last few months. Allied and Partisan forces
in this area not even sufficient for intelllgence purposes but 51t-
uation expected to improve.

Yugoslav situation improving. In July over 2,500 refugees evac—
uvated, 900 being orpran children, by air from interior baldnce old -
men, women, children by boat Ifrom coast. However, there is great
immediate need for supplies to be brought into liberated areas. to
prevent several million people from starving or freezing to death.
Approximately four million are homeless., Tents would aid tremen— .
dously dbut require plane transport. Many without proper clothing,
Some small boats available from time to time to bring clothing to:

Vis for distridution from there by young ren who evads Bozeer guarda’.
regularly. Latter statement by Partisans confirmed by Allied authori~
‘ties. TFood and medicine also urgent, particularly dry or condensed,;'
milk for nursing mothers and children. Much difficulty envigaged.  :
to get transport thess supvlies but believe there will be space'.f -
occasionally for small amounts. Again urge that stockpile be created
80 that if transport available or Germans pull out this aid-could bs
carried immediately, Will discuss with Murphy, Army and UNRRA repre=:

sentative next few days but urge you do all possible your end.- Propérb .

agency for procurement supplies appears AML now Cairo but this” may
change rapidly. Will advise. Report also comes by pouch.

.
~

[ MURPHY

 DECLASSTFIED
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DOCUMENT
BJR-977 : © Caserta I
Distribution of true. DATED: October 6, 1944 .
‘reading only by special REC'D: 2:1l p.m. Tt

arrangement . ’ W)

Secretary of State,
Waghington.
653, Octover 6, 5 p.m.

Ackermann's 113,

Following is summary of situation evacuation refugees Irom
Yugoslavia referred to in WRB 50, On September 18 only 29 evacuated
and none since then, Delay .due in part to bad flying weather but -
may also be caused by political situation which has reduced number
of planes substantially., Board may wish to discuss latter factor with
State Department. When and if plane traffic commences a&gain it is .
planned to resume evacuations but it is expected this will take sev-
eral months since wounded and airmen have priority. Balance of ap-
proximately 650 refugeas are in nelghborhood of Topusko where I am
informed they are relativaly safe from Germans unless retreat should
g0 through this section. In such case danger will increase substant~
ially since this group with many old persons and children is difficult
to move rapidly. Representative of British Military Mission which
has handled preliminariss on this matter stated he would recommend
allocation of additional planes as-urgent humanitarian measure if
retreat goes in this direction, He believes, however, that temporary
relief he is trying to arrange will suffice meanwhlile, I suggest you -
follow situation slosely and if you learn that this area is. about to - .
become path of German retreat you recommend to appropriate’ authorities.
your end allocation of edditional planes to back up our récommenda= " .
tions here. Approximately 20 transport planes can do JoU in'one ! -
trip. . :

XIRK
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vocumenr

PARAPERASE OF TELEGRAM RECEIVED

- American Delegation, Home
Secretary of Stats, Washington
September 8, 1944 -

317

See my 302, September 4, 5 p.m. anerepartment’a 114, dated
August 30, 7 p.m. ’ : .

The following information was obtained from a note dated the )
elghth of September from the Holy See! The Pope's approach through
- Vatican channels to the Government of Germeny reouesting that approxi-
mately 9,000 refugees in Northern Italy be released and transported
to Southern Italy or elsewhsre was made by Nuncio in Berlin (see
“Maylor's 309). The result of this request was that Germany claimed
that in the Italian Socialist Republic lay the authority for these
individuals. It was furtier indicated by the Vatican that with
that body they had no communication. 4 complete text via air follows:

KIBK

TTOT A “CTRTT

MY
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ATRGRAMN

FROM: American Embassy.

Madrid, Spain- ..
DATED: February 15, 1944 -
REC'D: February 25 1.peme. = ° .

Secrétary of State,
Washington. ) ,
A-59, February 15, 1944, 12 noofis — — ~———> -

I do not consider this an opportune moment in our relations
with Spain to approach Spanish Government in sense suggested in ..
Department's 207 January 25, midnight. Spanish Government has -
during past year become thoroughly familiar with our policy with
regard to rescue of political end racial refugees fron Nazi- .
occupied Furope and Departasnt has been kept informed as %o extent
to which it has cooperated in this work. In this connection T
Department's attention-is called to my confidential despatch 1967
of January 31 summarizing evacuations of Allied refugees from '
Spain in 1943 in which it is pointed out that Spanish Government
during that year facilitated evacuation of well over. 20,000
refugees out of estimated 22,000 who entered Spain, most. of
remainder baing stateless for whom destinations could not be
found and of whom 567 have since-departed for Palestine as
reported in my airgram A-39 of January 27. :

Pending receipt of separate report Department's attention
is called to following despatches submitted by Embassy during: past
year which it is believed contain most, of information desireds v i o
643 February 16, 960 May 31, 990.June 10, 1165 August 5, 1391 = -~ — -
October 1, 1692 December 7, 1943; 1932 January 24 and 1967 -Janu= "= L
ary 31, 1944. o : e

When a better opportunity presents iftgelf I shall speak to
Foreign Minister along lines suggested in Department'srtelegifam B
but formal representations at this time would be less helpful: = 17
than they will be & little later when the present crisis in ‘our
relaticns with Spain has been successfully passed. i

HAYES

| DECLASSIFIED
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DOCUMENT

PARAPHRASE OF TELEGRAM SENT

FROM: Sacretary of State, Washingta.
TQ: Emerican Embassy, Madrid
DATED: February 18, 1944, midnight
NUMBER: 463 -

The foregoing is for the Ambassador!s attention.

Pleage refer to the Department's telegram of January 25, 1944
no. 207 with reference to War Refugse Board.

The Boa.rd has resolved, in formulating a program of mmedlate -
action, that an attempt to facllitate the evacuation from occupied
areas tc¢ Spain of as many Jewish refugees and others as posgsible -
is one of the projects which should be pushed with the greatest .of
speed. It is understood by the Board that French refugee movement -
is well organized and functioning and that some thousands have -
already been transferred to North Africa. Furthermore the Board
understands that arrangements are being made at the present time
to transfer to North Africa stateless refugees and those lackiung
protection of their own government, -

It is felt by the Board that the most feasible way of
accomplishing this extremely urgent task is: (a) to remove
refugees now in Spain from there as rapidly as possible,. ‘thus
making room for more and (b) to obtain from the Government of
Spain tha greatest possible relaxation of the border and-cther
controls and other action designed to enccurage tha entry :Lnto
Spain of refugees. .

The Board has agreed upon 'bhe following concrote proposals :
with the object of increasing the movement of refugees from: "
occupied areas through Spain to refuge elsewhere. (1) A =
gsubstantial number of refugees now in Spain can be moved to a. -
camp in North Africa which is now established and which is ready
to receive refugees and the transfer should be facllltated.

(2) 1In order to care for new refugees who will arrive in -the
future, especially stateless refugees and those lacking pro-
taction of thelr government, and to effect their removal ~from B
Spain, if necessary on an involuntary basis, the government of
Spain should be requested to maintain reception camps in which
future arrivals may remain until they are transferred to North
Africa. As a basis for obtaining the necessary action by the
Government of Spain, they should be informed (a): that necessary

. . | :

i
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arrangements will be made by War Refuges Board to finance the -
maintenance and support of such stateless and unprotected refugees =
as arrive in Spain in accordance with these arrangements until-
they can be removed to North Africa and (b) that responsibility -
for arranging for the transfer of stateless and unprotected. B
refugees to North Africa as rapidly as possible will be assumed
by War Refugee Board. The Government of Spain. may be.reminded
in this connection of the recent evacnation of refugees to
Palestine and of arrangements being made at the present time for
. the removal of stateless refugees to the North African camp which
(. has already been established. (3). Tou should request the Sparish g s
- Government in the sirongest manner possible to take effective ) H
steps to encourage the entry into Spain of more refugees. Besides . R
relaxation of border control and the taking of other actions, it :
will be extremely helpful if steps will be taken by the-Government.
_of Spain to facilitate the spread of information to the occupied- .
areas that Spain is ready to grant asylum to refugees until they
are removed to another country. : B o

The commitments given above are not intended in any way to -
replace the French Committee of National Liberation's activities
- or responsibilities with respect to the flow-through Spain of -
French refugees. ’ C s -

We anxiously desire to support the Board's program given
above and it is requested that you approach the Spanish Govern-
ment at the earliest possible moment with a view to obtaining
their agreement to the plan. It is requested that you report ds
soon .as possible regarding practical measures that would be
necessary, including the requirements of funds, to put: the
proposed plan into operation in Spain, R

Of course it will be appreciated by you if these negotistions
with Spain are on an entirely different level than the political =
and economic negotiations being carried on with that Government. -7 -

( - This Government is simply addrsssing to the Spanish Government a - .
: humanitarian appeal rather than a request to take certain action - S L
favorable to us at a sacrifice to them. Therefore we desire that -

the proposed negotiations with respect to refugees should be

carried rapidly and effectively t6 a conclusion without ‘becaming” R T
entangled in opher pending problems being discussed with the
Spanish, -

Furthermore it is important to remember that it is this
Government's policy to move to Camp Lyautey promptly as many

|
I




stateless and unprotected refugees as fac:LlJ.t:Les allcw. Con=- - -
sequently you should make every attempt 10 encourage the -voluntary
migration to the camp of the greatest possible number of eligible
persons in Spain at the present time. Of course this evacuation
operation should be exscuted as rapldly as possible. )

The progress being made in this matter should be reported
to the Department as soon as possible. . :
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FMH-57 o Madrid - S
This telegram must be - S . DATED: TFebruary 28, 1944°
varaphrasad bsfore being o . REC!'D: 1.32 8.l )
comuricated to anyone : S March 1st. o

other than a Governmental
agency. {(5€.00)

Secretary of State-
Washington
683, February 28, 6 p.m. (Section One)

Proposals for war refugee board outlined in Department's 463,
February 18, midnight, raise two separate questions, first that of
evacuation of stateless and unprotected rafugees now in Spain, and.
secondly that of the facilltation of passage of further numbers of
such refugees into or through Spain from German occupied territories.

(1) With reference to first question there are now estimated to
be in Spain approximately 1300 refugees who might be classified as-
stateless and unprotected. Of this-number sbout 400-are Spanish.
Sephardic Jews who have Tecently been brought to Spain from German
concentration camps undsr sgréement between Spanish and Usiman - .
governments for evacuating elsewhere but whose travel to further desti-
nations has not yet bsen arranged; it is expected that censiderable-
number of these persons will apply for admission to Fedhala center.-
Another 450 have already anplied for evacuation to Fedhala and esti-
mated 250 have received or will soon receive visas for other desti-
nations principally Canada. Most of remaining 200 prefer to remain
in Spain.for one of the following reasons: (a) to be near families
8t111 in German occupied countries; (b) to await visas for desti-
nations to which they cannot =t present time proceed; (c) because -of
feeling based on distrust of the French, that they will be better off
in Spain than at Fedhala and inability to vroceed to any other desti-
nation.

Responge of rekugees to offer of evacuation to Fedhalsd: center :
(*) astic [dnenthusiastic/ dus largely to this distrust ond to fear -
that Lyautey will turn out to be French concentration Cuipans *fLCamp
ang/ under instructions from Department we have attempted no.means- of
persuasion beyond acquainting them with nature and conditions of pro--
nosed preject. French authorities have moreover insisted on subjecting
all aoplications to detailed scrutiny at Algiers and Rabat before- al-
lowing psrsons to proceed from Spain and present indlcations-are that. .
considerable numbers may be turned down on securlty and other grounds;f‘
It eppears therefore that under present circumstances this projact may.
not prove solution_of vrodlem of clearing residus of :staleless refugees
out of sea in ** [Spaipn/ and that there will remain question of desti-
nations for those who either do not choose to accept this offer of
evacuastion or who are not considered acceptable by French and Allled

* Apparent omission.
** Apparent error in transmission.




authorities. ' (In this connection I should appreciate clarification -
of meaning of ®involuntary" removal of refugees from Spain). It
may be mentioned with reference Department's 512 February:24 that

. present delay in completing arrangements. for departure of refugees ]
for Fedhala is due principally to above mentioned requirement that = -
applications be submitted to North Africa for prior approval. : :

' _/Ehd of Section One/
HAYES
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American Embassy, Madrid
Secretary of State, Washington

February 28, 1944
- 683

(Section Two) ] i

Stateless refugees in Spain, as previously. reporteu, are at )
present being well cared for by private American charitable organiza-—
tions represented by David Blickenstaff, who has also been instrument- .~
al in arranging during the past year the evacuation of approximately -
900 such refugees. At present the number of statelESQ and unprotected'
refuvees entering Spain is negligible. e

(2) It should be pointed out in referencs -fo-the problem of
facilitating escape of additional numbers of refugees from German
occupied territory into Spain that reduced rate at which such refugees
are now entering Spain is not attributable to Spanish border control,
but is considered due rather to difficulties of reaching the P}renees
frontier from points within occupied Europe.

Virtually no refugess of this type, so far as is known,. have been
prevented from entering Spain by Spanish border control or turned back
by them to German authorities and by encouraging a further relaxation
of this control there would sppear to be little advantage gained. On
the contrary there are definite arguments against such relaxation:
principally that it would facilitate the undetected entry of German
acents into Spain at a time when one of our major objectives.is to rid
Spain of such agents and would render. increasingly difficult the con-
trol of smuggling activities, which directly impair our preemptive -
purchase program. goreover, it would give to:the Spanish authorities .
convenient excuse for closing their eyes to such of thebe act1v1t1es
as they might wish to let pass w1thout notice.’

It is considered by mesto be unnecessary o suagéSt°to‘£he:SpéniShl!fi%

Government thet it facilitate spread of information-to: Germarn-occupied -
areas that Spain is prepared to grant asylum to.refugees in’ view of. ;
the fact that any changes in Spenish policy toward refuge (*) [yetug es/"
are known throughout occupied Europe by means of undergrouna grapev1ne,“
‘dlmost a5 soon as they are known in Spain.  Moreover, itican hardly
denied that a broadcast offer by the Spanish Government ‘of ‘asylum. to
persons fleeing from German suthorities would have polltlcal impli~
cations over and above its primary humanitarian purpose and it is not
illogical to suppose that one of primary results of such a step would

be immediate tightening of German border control along tié, Pyrenees . and
increased surveillarice over routes leading toward that frontier, &
development which could seriously jeopardize the chances:of escape: of
American and Allied air forces personnel forced to land in German held
territory and make escape iore difficult than before for all refugees.

* Apparent omission.
(¥rc of Seetion o)
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RAZA1LS ' * Madrid - el iE '
This telegram must be . DATED: February 28, 1944

paraphrased before being . ~ REC'D 1l:44 p.m.,'Mérch A

communicated to anyone
other than a Governmental
agency. {5C-GO0)

Secretary of -State (Section Thrée)_
Washington

It is my feeling that Spanish Government could best expedite re-
lease of refugees from German controlled areas of Europe by directly
approaching German Government with offer to grant transit or temporary
residence visas to refugees wishing to leave those areas in muéh the
same way that il has recently effected release of above mentioned
Sephardic Jews. the ultimate destinations for such refugees to be
arranged by the War Refugee Board or other such arganization.: It
should be emphasized, however, that sympathetic consideration of
Spanish Government to such a proposal can hardly be expected until
there is found more adequete solution to problem of destinationg for
these refugees than provided by Fedhala proaect in order that effec—
tive evacuation of stateless refupees still in Spain can be expedi-
tiously accomplished and assurances given Spanish Government that all
refugees admivted to Spain in future under such an arrangement would '
be removed without delay to further destinations. This would neces-
sarily involve postponement of screening of refugees until after their
departure from Spain although it is eppreciated that adeguate measures
would have to be taken at some later point to sift out agents which
Germans would be certain, as in the past, to plant among'themi

I have no idea as 10 what reaction of Spanish Government- would be‘f~'

to such a proposal or how successful it would be shouwld.it: agree to

take up matter with German Government. In view of fact that prlnc1palﬂ?f7  o

obstacles to escapé of refugees from German held territory appear. to’

lie within that territory rather than at the Spanish frontler, however,'”' i

I feel that this approach would come closer to heart of ths- problem.:,

I am, for the present, meking no approaches to Spanish Government
on subject of department's telegram pending consideration of . p01nts
raised herein. I may say in this connection that it is still my . *.°
opinion thai present, political and economic crisis with-Spsin is apt
to have adverse effect on receptivity of Spanish Government even to
proposals of purely humanitarian character.

Repeated to London and Lisbon and by pouch to Algiers:

HAYES
(ZD oF HES SAGJJ)
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FRONL Secretary of State, Waghington
TOs American FEmbassy, Hazdrid
DAT=D: Februsry 25, 1944

YOUBER: 530 - * IR

You ere referred herewith to the Denmertment!s telegran of
January 25, no. 207, regardinz the establishment of the War Refu-
gee Soard, Jobn W, Penle, the Acting Txecutive Director of the-
Spord, has informed the Department that in corformity: vith the
President’s order of January 22, it-is provosed by the Board to ep~
point ¥r, David 81 3ckenataff, reoresentative of the Americsn’ -
Friends Service Committee in Viaarid, as the Special Revresentabive
of the Boasrd, and to be designated by the Depariment as Snecial
tiache to the Embessy on War Refuzee matters, It is provided. in
the President's order that the State Department- shall apvoint such
Snecial Attaches unon tne recormendation of the Board, that thelr
duties and responsidilities shall pe defined by the Board in con-
sulbation with ithe State Department, and that they shall have.

dinlomatic status, .
It has been indicated by the Arerican Friends Service Com—
ec thot it has no objection o ¥r. Blickenstaff's rccepting

T
s apnoininent,

m

it
ni
After digcussing the matier with Mp, Blickenstaff, if this ap=-
pointment meels with your apnroval, you shonld advise hin that he
is sn designated and thal he is to have diplomatic status, It-is
scsuned that on the pert of the Spanish Government there will be
no objection to this designation, although you mey informally ap--
proscn the Spanish autrorities, if, in your discretion; iyou. con=
sider it necessary or advisable to do'so, Ve requesh thatiyou -
firm by telegren Blickenstaff's designation or that you advise us.
- promtly if trere is any reason Wiy the designation should not
becsme effective ab once, ST

Tou spould inform Blickenstaff thabt

the resvonsibility and’ Quby:

{a) He is charged with
zrems of the Board. in

of carr;,'ihg out tne volicles end Dro
Spaing
e Anbassador and- should

{b) He is responsible to” th ’
and oroblens

regularly and fully discuss his activities
with hinj :
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(¢) The necessary communlications facilities '
-required for the carrying on of his official duties
- will be provided him:by the Embassy;

(4} He shall extend all possible assistance to -
the Ambassador in carrying out the instructions contained
in the Department's reference telegram;

(8) He shall work with and give all possidle assistance
to public and private agencies operating in Spain in this
' ] ) field regardless of whether such organizations are American.
' international or foreign;

(£) He shall devolon and assist in the develonmeut of
program3 and implementation of measures for thé rescue,
maintenance, relief and transportation of refugees:

(g) He shall forward recommendations and. fraguent -
- renorts on prozress of work and di’ficaltles encounuered o
- “to the Board; ) . - : R

(h) In so far as the Trading with the enemy Act is
concerned, the War Refugee Board and its representatives
in the field have bsen vested by the Secretary of the
Preasury with full authority to communicate with. enemy )
territory in carrying out the purposes of the Order. "Also
the Secretary of the Treasury has delegated to.the War.
Refugee Board and its representatives the power to authorize
eny public or private agencies,who may be subject to the- )
provisions of our Trading with the enemy Act, to" comrunicate .
with enemy territory for the murpose of carrying out the™
Order. Bliczenstaf: is authorized to act. accord ingly.

Purther detailed instructions will follow from time to" bim'
after receint of confirmation of Blickenstaff's designatlon.

STETTINIUS
(Acting)
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'D‘GCUMENT oo B - 132

Ci~145 : - Madrid o
This telegram must be : DATED: March 3, 1944
raraphrased before being e REC'D; 6:17:a.m., 4th
communicated to anyone Lo
other than a Government

agency. (SC00)

Secretary of State,
Washington.
378, March 3, 11 a.m.

Before discussing with Blickenstaff contents of Department's 530,
February 25, 10 p.m., [ should like to be advised further ag to pro-
prosed relationskip between work of War Refugee Board in Spain and that
of the "representative in Spain of American relief organizations", :
As reported in my despatch 1932, January 24, latter is joint agency
representing private American charitable organizations engagad in
refugee rellef in Spain and is under Blickenstaff's direction.

Specifically I should like to be informed as to whether, in the
event of Blickenstaff's designation as representative of the board, he
Would be expected to zive up his present work, .The agency he now
heads 1s at present bearing virtually entire burden financial and
other wise of care of stateless and unprotected refugees in Spain and
it is my recommendation that it be allowed to continue to do so and
that Blickenstaff be permitted to continue asg-itg dirsctor while’
serving concurrently zs board's representative with designation as
Attaché. T e -

As I have taken great pains to point out the.problem of -the- care
of these refugees is belng very competently handled by Blickenstaff
and his organization which was- set up at my suggestion to unify-
efforts of participating private agencles and I-wish to AVQidranyrb
chenges which might impalr effectiveness of thiswork, I am in
thorough agreement with the board that Blickenstaff is highly quali~.
fied to represent it in Spain, but I wish to make sure that his:ser-
vices will be utilized in the most effective manney possible;: . it

Repeated to Lordon by pouch to Lisbon.

BAYES
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OCUMENT =~

PARAPHRASE OF TELEGRAM SENT -

FROM:  Secretary of State, Washingtan
T0: Mmembassy, Madrid =~ -
DATED: March 23, 1944, 5 p.nm.

NUMBER: 799

With respect to your telegram of February 28, ‘1944 no. 683 - )
we appreciate the comments and suggestions with respect to the

War Refugee Board contained therein. The War Refugee Board wishes

to point out that Camp Lyautey will noi:-be the only haven to which

refugees can be removed from Spain. The Board now has négotiations

in progress for other havens and you should assume and may advise

the Government of Spain that there will be removed from Spain all = -

refugees from occupied areas entering Spain. The Board was
pleased to learn that no obstacles are being placed by the
Spanish Government in the way of stateleéss or other refugees
wishing to enter Spain from France with or without proper papers
and_the Board hopes in the future that Goverrment will follow -

a generous policy in that regard. . : .

The Board knows that the number of stateless refugees
entering Spain fram occcupied areas is extremely small at the
present time but the Board desires to inform you that it is
taking vigorous steps at the present time vis-a-vis Germany:
and the satellite countries which it is confidently expected
will stimnlate the flow of refugees into Spain and other
neutral coumtries from occupied areas. The Board will continue -
to take all possible action to this end. In any event; in-the =~
coming menths when the snow melts in the Pyrenses the:flow of . ..
refugees into Spain is certain to increase, * i Tl

The Board believes that Spain is'most likely to receive -
Substantial numbers of refugees this coming spring as a resxlt™
of the pressure now being brought to bear on the Axis. ~The: - .
Board is extremely desirous that the Government of Spain ber
relieved of as many problems as possible connected with ‘thig. 2
influx, ineluding finance, supply and supervision of réfugees, - -
Therefore the-following plan of proposed operations:in ‘Spain
is submitted by the Board for your considerationy advice and-

_comment and such action as is indicated. =~ i

A1l the Board's operations in Spain, including the setting
up and maintenance of refuge camps, would be supervised by the
Special Attach& to your Embassy under your direction.”  He would

DECLASSTITRD
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have assigned to him a small staff which might include transporta--
tion, supply and finance officers. As a base for operaticis ‘the-
Attaché. and his immediate staff might use ¥adrid. It is proposed
that as many as three reception centers be established dlong the- -
French border should the volume of refugees so warrant. At cach .
of these centers a supervisor with experience in refuge work
should be in charge. Each supervisor would have i small staff,
There would also be attached to each center a medical officer-
and possibly a small nursing staff. An important member of the
staff of each center would be a qualified Security 0fficer
approved by the War Department. These Security Officers would
be attached to the reception centers as welfare workers instead
of being assigned to the Office of the Military Attach® in the
Embassy. The dual responsibility of these officers would be to
screen refugees in search of possible enemy agents and to obtain
from bona fide refugees information of a military nature. -
Marillo, Tolosa and Figueras ars tentatively suggested as
reception centers. Other localities may be agreed upon later
as points readily accessibls to those crossing the Pyrenees. . -
_The Board is of the opinion that these centers should be

in frontier areas rather than the interior for ‘the following
reasons: ’ B

(1) The nearness of the centers to the frontier would
raeduce to a minimim the time during which -the refugees would
be in the hands of the Spanish authorities. Sl

(2) The refugees will dequire immediate relief in food,
clothing and medical attention once they have crossed the . - .
Spanish border as many of them will have previously.been in ‘-

" hiding in France and have been- subjacted to the strenuous trave
over the mountainsg on foot. The refugees would be kept: outiof:
the principal population centers, such as Madrid; as far asg--o
possible, The attention paid to the presence of refugees would
also be reduced by the remoteness of the proposed. centers. .

(3) The location of the centers near the border would. '
result in close cooperation between the staffs of the canters:
and the Spanish frontier officlals. The refugees would remain
in the centers only so long as to assure medical officers that
they are in condition to travel; to allow for preliminary
‘security scraening and to supply them with whatever:travel
documents might be neaded. "

Bince the basic plan is to move those remgées’who' mé&'
enter Spain from occupied areas to North Africa. as rapidly -as

i

|
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possible, it is hopad that the French authorities will assign
to the reception centers as special details, qualified officers
to screen the refugees for security and to affix to their. iravel
documents the necessary visas. As regards the problem of ~ )
screening, it is of course possible and probable that enemy .
agents may try to enter Spain as refugees. Therefors it is most
desirable that when enemy agents are identified by the security
officers, such identification not bs disclosed in Spain but the. °
agents be removed to North Africa for apprehension. This policy
has been used in the past with respect to enemy agents and it is
clearly preferable that they be held in restraint in United
Nations territory rather than be at liberty in a neutral cmmtry.

It is requested that. you report any ob;]ectlon which you .
think may be raised by the Spanish Government to the establishment .
of these centers in the foregoing manner and to their finanecing
by the Board. The funds for their operation probably will be
provided by private sources in the United States. As will be
noted by you, this plan reduces to a minimum the responslblllty
of the Spanish Government.. Your comment on whether the staffs
‘of the centers should be known to the Spanish Government as
official employees of the (Government or as represantatives of-
American private welfars organizations will be appreciated by -
the Board. Incidentally, the American Red Cross is reluctant
to participate in the operations of the centers at this time.

Clarification of the meaning of "involuntary removal® of
refugees was requested by you in Section I of your telegram of
February 28, 1944 No. 683. We anticipate that many of the
refugees vr111 wish to proceed to other areas than North Afriéa
.once they have escaped from occupied areas. Hovwever, the Board -
feels that it is undesirable that these.refugees remain in:

Spain. They should proceed to North Africa where they may m.akei P

arrangements for travel elsewhere with greater security for :
themselves and without embarrassment to the Government of Spain :

which might be causad should they remain there. It is proposed " -

that the frontier officials and police authorities direct the :
refugees to the centers, providing them with permits to travel -

only from the point of apprehension to the nearest center., We' =~~~

hope that the refugees will be advised by the Spanish officials
that their presence in Spain will be tolerated only so long

as they conduct themselves in accordance with this program.
After arrival at the centers, it will be explained to the
refugees that the Spanish authorities have released them into .
the care of the centers. Every effort would then be mads to
convince the refugees that the travel of other refugees through




S e76 -

Spain depends upon the rapid departure from Spain of those Who ]

have already entered. It might be further explained that after LT
leaving Spain the refugees would be under the care of UNRRA . . R R

officials rather than directly under French control., Tt is-
believed that such a policy will assure the quick and voluntary’ -
departurs for North Africa of all refugees who may succeed in: - -
crossing the Spanish border if it is handled skillfully by .

the representatives of ther Board, - -

The Board hopes that you will give your prompt personal’
attention to this proposal and that your comments and suggestions
will be cabled as soon as possible. . R

War and State Departments have approved this cable.

' The foregoing is for- Ambaséadbr'Hayesi attention.

HULL
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DOCUMENT -

. PARAPHRASE OF TELEGRAM REGRIVED =

FROM:  The American Ambassador, Madrid BN
T0: The Secretary of State, Washington - o
DATE:  April 6, 1944 BPE

NUMBER: . 1195
.

For reastns pointed out in my message number 974 dated : R

; March 20, I do not feel that steps should be taken toward putting o
into effect any such plan of operations as that which was proposed
in Department's message number 799 dated March 23 until and unless
it becomes more clearly evident that the War Refugee Board's o
efforts to stimulate the exodus of unprotected and stateless )
refugees from German occupied territories will result in fact in .

- &n increase in the number of such refugees entering “Spain suffieient

L to tax the facilities which already exist for their care. Ny ' .

strong recommendation is that the Board attempt to take full .

-advantage of the alrsady proven facilities which are already in -

existence in the form of Blickenstaff's organization instead of

endeavoring to set up an elaborate organization on the agsumption

. that it will be justified by future developments; an assumption: -

) with which I am not prepared to agree as yet. Blickenstaff's
organizaticn has shom itself to be fully capable of coping with
the problems which have arisen so far in connection with the care
of stateless refugees and it has also already obtained the con- -
fidence of the Government of Spain. It is essential thatithe =
wishes of the Spanish Government in the matter be not disregarded
inasmich as the success of the activities of the Board in:Spain
would depend in a large part upon the willingness of the Spanish:
.Government to cooperate and although it would quite willingly -
recognize Blickenstaff as a representative of the Board I can: -

. state with assurance that the, Government of Spain would prefer =
that this work be left in the hands of Blickenstaff and his -

- organization., The Government of Spain would be suspicious -of” :

\ and disfavor any endeavor on the part of the Embassgy to .set-up - K
in Spain such an organization as is envisaged by the Board -8o0-long -
as ‘the problem of stateless refugees can be handled adequately
without such an organization and an unsalutary effect on ‘other ;

i more important objectives might well be caussd by -such an attempt,’
In the absence of any apparent need for the presence of the S
numercus persoinel mentioned by the Board, a request for admisgsion
into Spain might for example prejudice the admission of other
personnel whose importance.to the war effort is more direct.:

'

R

: DECLASSI I'D
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If the existing facilities for the care of stateless and )
unprotected refugees should be overtaxed and if a situation should
develop in the future as the Board foresees doubtleas the :Govern=- -
ment of Spain would look favorably upon the expansion of such
facilities but it is felt that no good purpose could be served
by endeavoring to press the proposal of the Board wntil such -
time arrives. . - -

The efforts of the Board to assure further destinations to
which these refugees can proceed should be of the utmost value -
regardless of arrangements made for their care within Spain,.
During the past year the most important single obstacle to the
complete effectiveness of Blickenstaff's work has been the lack
of such destinations. It is to be noted in this connecticn - .
that the French authorities have rejected nearly cne fourth of
the Fedhala applications which have been submitted so far to
North Africa for final approval. - .
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DOCUMENT -

. ' COAIBGRMM ol Bt
h : " 7" FROM: American Fmbasey,

- . ’ . Madrid, Spain o

Secretary of State, ) DATE: Augnst 16, 1944

WYashington, D.C. i - REG'D:. August 29. 1944 - :,
A-387, August 16, 1944, 4 p.m. - - o

A group of 410 French refugees departed-from Spain for North
Africa via Gibraltar on Bugust 14, bringing to approximately -2,400
" the total number of such refugees evacuated from Spain since begin-
ning of year. It is estimated that not more than 200 French refugeea
remain in Spain as of this date.

BUTTERWORTH
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: DOCUWENT
. AIRGRAM
" FROM: Américaﬁ Emias@f'
Secratary of State, - . : Madrid, Spain -~
Washington. ’ ' ‘DATED: May 10, 1944
A-188 May 10, 1944, 7:00 p.m.  REC'D: ~May 20 1Y a.m. .

Group of 221 French rsfugess sailed from Algeclras
May 7 for Horth Africa, bringing to 906 total number of such refugees
evacuated from Spain since beginning of yeer. It is estimated that -
O approximately 650 French refugees remain in Spain as of this date,
with new ar‘"ivals crossing frontier at estimated rate. of 10 a day

BUTTERHORTB

" DECT.ASSIFIED.
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DOCUMENT

PARAPHRASE OF TELEGRAM SENT

FROM: Secretary of State, Washington
TO: American Embassy, Madrid
DATED:  -March 18, 1944

NUMBER: 752

Given below is the substance of license No. W=-2L55 issued to
the American Jewish Joint Distribution Committee of New York City
by the Treasury Department. It is requested that the substanca:
of this license be transmitted urgently to Mr. Samuel Sequerra, JIG
representative, whose address is Hotel Bristol, Barcelona. .

(A) Notwithstanding General Riling No. 11 aithorization is
hereby granted to your.representative in Spain, together with such
agents as he may appoint, to commmicate with persons in enemy or
enemy-occupied territory by any means which he may deem expedient
or necessary for the purpose of arranging the evacuation, to sich
areas of safety or relative safety as may be selected by such. -
representative, of persons in- such territory in imminent danger
of their lives and to arrange for the safeguarding and sustenance
of such persons until such evacuation is possible and to pursue
any other action which may be appropriate for said purposes,
including the payment of funds to persons in enemy or -enemy- )
occupied territory who may have provided either goods or services
in connection with the foregoing. . In order to acquire the
necessary local currency for the purpose of financing the opera=

-ticns referred to above, the following three methods are authorized.

provided that method No., 3 should not be used if it is:feagible to
use either method No. 1 or No. 2 to obtailn the local. currenéy .or
exchange. (1) The currency or exchange of the cowntry ‘or =
countries in which the operations are to take place may be ..
purchased in Spain if your representative is reasonably certa:!.n )
that the sellers have held such currency or exchange since: before
the date as of which such countries were frozen by the Government

of the United States or, if dequired subsequent to.that time, that‘ -

the seller acquired such currency or exchange under clrcumstances
which were not beneficial to the enemy, your representative to-
consult with the United States Embassy in Madrid when possible :Ln
such cases. The sellers of such local currency or exchange may ’
be reimbursed in pesetas at the prevailing unofficial rates of
exchange in Spain. (2) The local currency or exchange of country
or countries in which the operations are to take place may be
purchased in enemy or enemy occupied territory provided that ;
reimbursement is not made until after the war. Reimbursement to

" DECLASSIFIED
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the seller of such local currency or exchange subsequent to the
war may be insured by the establishment of blocked accounts on. "
your books in -the United States or such blocked accounts may -
be in a bank in the United States.or Spain, . provided that therex— :
shall be no assignment of any interest in such blocked accounts - .
" or payment from such blocked accounts unless specific approval -
is given by the Treasury Department in each case. (3) Necessary
local funds, exchange, goods, or services may be purchased in - - .
enemy or enemy-occupied territory, the reimbursement therefor to
be made in free currency notes or foreign exchange, provided that.
such reasonable steps as may be possible are tsken by your
representatlve to prevent such foreign exchange or free currency - -
notes being acquired by persons who may give them to the enemy.

(B) The total amounts represented by claims established '
against any blocked account established in accordance with this .
license, plus the sums paid out or otherwise obligated pursusnt
to this license, shall not exceed $100,000 or the peseta equivalent,

(C) A full report should be made to the Unlted States Embassy
in Madrid concerning the financial transactions completed pursuant
to this license and your representative should insure to whatever . ~
"extent possible that the sellers of local currency or exchiange’
are persons acceptable to the United States Ewbassy at Hadrid. -
Insofar as may be possible, your representative should be gatisfied
that any payments made %o such persons will not be: of benei‘lt to
the enemy.

(D) Pericdic reports with respect to the operations con= .- .
summated under this license should be filed with the United States
Embagsy in Madrid by your representative,

It is requested that you inform Mr. Sequerra that Dr. Joseph
Schwartz, the JDC representative in Lisbon, will-give him -
instructions with regard to beginning the operations enusaged

by license W-2155 and that he should comply with such mstructions.,‘f ; o

The operations envisaged by thé above quoted license are approved
by the Treasury, the Department and the War Refugee- Board and we °
request you to take such reasonable steps as may be necessary . to.
facilitate carrying them into effect. Furthermore, you are ...
requested to report to the Department at once with respect to = %~
any difficulties, especially in connection with finsancial opera-
tions, that may be encountered and an indication as to progress :
made should be contained in your report. You should promptly
forward to the Department reports filed with you pursuant to
paragraph (C) of the licenss.
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Delays are to be avoided:as time is frequently of the essence’
in matters of this kind. To this end you are requested to make " -
liberal interpretaticns concerning the authority granted under -
license, reporting any such interpretations to the Department'

- as and when made. It should be noted in this connection that.
- i license W-2155 is substantially the same as license issued pre— L
: viously to this and other private agencies for the purpose -of. - "~
carrying cut similar operations from Switzerland. We wish o
specifically to call your attention to the provisions-of paragraphs

( . (A-1) and (A-3) of the license. Paragraph (A~1) has already been -

- construed as allowing the purchase from persons in Spain of local ~ .
currency or exchange irrespective of where the currency or exchange -
may in fact be located. You should note that even though under
paragraph (A~3) foreign exchange may be made available in enemy or:
enemy-occupied territory, this method should be used-if, under the
circumstances, the relief and evacuation.operations which the - .-
license permits can be carried into immediate exscution most
effectively thereby, although either one of the first two methods
should be used in preference to the third method if operations
will not be prejudiced in any way. i

‘This Government considers the saving of lives to be of -
paramount importance, as will have been recognized from previous
communications concerning the War Refugee Board's programs, : L
although a vital part of our ecomomic warfare is still preventing :
the enemy from acquiring foreign exchange, this consideration is
to be subordinated to the maximum fulfillment of the rescue programs
being undertaken at the present time, of which the operatlons .
envisaged by the license discussed above are a part. :

The Treasury Department has issued to the JDC a: llcense T :
authorizing operations from Portugal which. is identical in all SR T
respects with W-2155. The JDC representative in Lisbon,. Dr. Joséph s
Schwartz, is expected to return ‘to Lisbon in: the near future,:. and— -
the operations by Mr. Sequerra in Spain and the operations Ine s
Portugal are to be carried out under the general supervismn of
Dr. Schwartz.
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DOCUMENT -

PARAPHRASED OF TELEGRAM RECEIVED

FROM:  American Embassy, Madria =~~~

TO: Secretary of State, Washington
DATE:  March 22, 1944 B
NUMBER: 997

I have not transmitted tHe substance of Departmeﬁt‘s 752."7

March 18, to Sequerra; JBS representative .in Barcelona, by reason -
of the following conslderations:

(a) David Blickenstaff is understood by me %o be the principal
JDC representative in Spain, and not Sequerra; all business with-the
JDC has been transacted by the Embassy through Blickenstaff.f‘ :

(v) Ssquerra's loyalty to the Allied cause is not considered to
be beyond doudt although apparently this fact has not been brought
to the Department's attention. Sequerrs 1s a neutral subject (Portu-
guese) and although he has apparently done effective work in the field
-of relle? of refugees, we have no basis £or assuming that he would not
deal with our enemies, particulsrly if pressure is apnlied. Until
recently, Sequerra had a personal representative in Madrid - who was a-
disreputable individual to whom a Palestine visa was refussd by the
British on the grounds that he was suspected of having given informa-
tion to the Germans. It therefore appears to me to invite-obvious
and unnecessary risks which could have the most serious repercussiona
to entrust a person of this type with the responsibility of carrying = -
out the operations deseribed in the Department's telegram under refers
ence. : S Tt E

. {c) PFor any Amsrican charitable orgaenization or 1ts repressnta<’
tives to engage in clandestine operations of the tyve ‘contemplated by
the license conld ‘well jeopardize in Spain the entire position of :these
organizations. The work of these organizations has in the past been
contralized in Blickenstaff'a office, and with the Embassy's support; i
they have won respect and confidence of the Spanish Government, which -
has enabled them to do valuable work on behalf of unprotected and . .
stateless refugees. This has frequently caused extreme ‘discomfort < . T
to the Germans who want the Spanish Government to suppress the activity
of these organizations, and welcome every pretext to bring force to -~ -
bear %o this end. We must assume that the operations:contemplated
by license W~2155 would soon become known to the Gormans and a pretext
to apply such force to the Spanish Covernment would be provided. by
the participation of the organizations in such operations.

+ DECLASSIFIED |
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(d) On the other hand, if the Germans considered that these
operations could bs turned to their own advantage, they might ac=
complish this purpose by using these operations as an additiornal - .-
channel for getting their agents into territory controlled by Spaln '
and -the Allles.

(e) My most serious objection is the danger that existing under-

- ground facilities within German occupied territory for accomplishing
the escape of American and Allied airmen who have-thereby been enabled
to reach the Spanish frontier without detection, may be compromised
by these overations. I am firmly convinced and determined that no
steps should be taken which might in the slightest measure Jeopardize
the chances of escape to safety of thess alrmen whose safety must be
given first priority by our Government (prior to that of any other
class of rnngaea) irrespective of humanitarian considerations, with
which last I am, of course, in complete sympathy. :

(#) In view of the inevitable military eignificance which must
be attached at this crucial time with any activities involving com-
munication or the passage of persons into or out of occupied France,
and having in mind the’above consideratlons,,l feel that the Joint -
Chiefs of 8taff should give prior approval to the operations envissged
by the license embodied in Department's telegram under reference, and

that my views in the matter should be conveyed to the Joint Chiefs of

Staff in connection with their considsration of the matter.
T—-
Pending consideration by the Department of the points mentioned
above, I intend to take no action on Department's telegram 752 under
referencs, ;

This telegram has been repeated to Lisbon and ﬁondbp;

HAYES
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DOCUMENT

TELEGRAM SENT
o . o o April 12, 1944
This telegram must be R 9 pem.
paraphrased before being .
communicated to anyone-
other than a Government ) -
agsncy. (SC00) - - o

Amembassy

Madrid

1008

L -~ 7 -

In an endeavor to cause the Spanish and Portuguese Governments
to give refuge to additional refugee children from France, the follow-
ing special instructions relating to the issuance of visaa to refugee
children are issued pursuant to Section 58.55 (a) (16).0f the Regula~ - -
tionae of November 19, 1941 as amendad regarding aliens entering the
United States.

Cnnaular officers in Spain and Portugal are aubhorizad to. issue
during the present quota year in the aggregate up to one thousand
immigration visas to refugee children from France who shall have
arrived in Spaln and Portugal on or after January 1, 1944 and before
July 1, 1944, This latter date may be extended by specific instruction
from the Department. The visas are to be issued to tha children without
regard to the question of availability of means of transportation to the
United States and without regard to religious, nationality or stateless
status. The children covered by this imstruction: shall be -under sixteen

years of age at the time of the lssuance of the visas, &nd are, of course;:m

subject to the statutory immigration requirements of Section 3 of the
Act of February 5, 1917, except that they may be considered ‘to meet-

the public charge requirements in view of the fadt that: ‘the. Attorney
General has found that satisfactory arrangements have bsen mada’fo: B
their support. In connection with the determination of: qnestions under ;
Section 58.47 of the Regulations of November 19, 1941, a8’ apended,
regarding allens entering the United States, the existence -of - the
relationships described in Sectlon 658.48 thereof shall not be conmi=
dered. Heplaca visas may be 1ssued during the same guota year to e
those children who are s%lll qualified therefor under this 1nstruction -

and who are still under sixteen years of age at the date of ‘the. 1ssuancs~*i?"l'

of such replace, visas. Subject to the quota laws- it 18- the Department's
intention to assign numbers from next year 8 quota to:-cover visas: issued
pursuant to this instruction under this year's quota.  The foregoing
further assumes no pertinent adverse change in present quota laws.
Cases of children who have passed their sixteenth birthday in the’
interim desiring to obtain new or replace visas should Ve reported .’

to the Department for farther inmstructions. -Children under 14 years

of age need not be ragiatared and fingerorinted.

N

1
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Tae Frbassy at Madrid will be the supervisory and control
office for the assizmment of guota numbers to'.offices in Spain ;

and Portugal, Tor this purvose the following inclusive non"orefer-z -

ence quota numbers are alloted to Madrids::

TN/ o, German -
to, Polish -
to, Belglan
Fo . Ne therland
-
to, _ Czeckoslovak and
to French quotas

The visas may be issued at the rate of one—thi'rd of eacn; 2llot—-

ment per month, Consolidated gunta reports should be suomitted.

by telegraph by Madrid at the end of each month returning any un-’
used numbers and giving name of child, guota number, dste and
vlace of issuance, If additional quota numbers of the countries
mentioned or of any other country are desired, they should be re-
quested by telegraph, Submit by telegraph before June lst estimate
of cuota numbers needed for fiscal year 1944-1945, Inform consu-
lar officers in Spain and Portugal. Advise the svpropfiabte Svan-

ish and Portuguese authorities regarding. this instruction and: state

that it is the earnest hove of this Government that the Spanish
and Portuguese Governments will promotly teke such action, direct
and indirect as will facilitete and expedite the movement of chil-
dren from France, You m may also inform the Spanish and Fortuguese
Governments that the War Refugee Board will undertake to-arrsnge
for any financing thet may be necessary to provide maintenance for
refugees from enemy oppression arriving in Spain and Portugal,

Report Spanish and Portuguese reaction and keep Departmeént ad-
vised regarding develovments in this matter which may be oi‘ inter—o: :

est Repeated to Aevatlon at Lis'bon.

HULL
(EBC)

* Omitted.
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DOCUMENT

LFG-737 : o ~ Lisbon - e
Distribution of true " DATED: July 8, 1944
reading only by special - ) REC'D: 2:06 p.m. -
arrangement, ) ) R STl

Secretary of State,
Washington,
2110, July 8, 1l a.m., (Section One)

This Measage for Pehls from Mann \

During my visit to Spain the Embassy received your message should
not undertake trip and suggested that I take up with the Ambassader
provlems which MacDonald was to have discussed.

Among other thinga matter of boards sending special attache for
refugee probvlems to Spain was discussed at length,  Ambassador Hayes
stated that he was not convinced that thers was any necessity for
such a representative since refugee matters there had besen -ably .
handled by the Embassy and Blickenstaff organization, Furthermore, :
he mentiored that many agencles desirad to have representativeg in -
Spaln and that in such cagses he had to determine which should be: - -
represented on the basis of necessity and their contribution to the
war eifort since he could not approach Spanish for all who decided to
coxme as attacnes. It is clear to me that there ig a necessity for
a board representative and I gave the Ambassador my reagon for the
appointment of such a person, However, my reasons did not convince

him and he stated that he was not prepared to agree that there was
such a nscessity. -

In our conversation I suggested Saxon as a possible representative -

but stated that I was not certain that he was available and that .t
board might have other plans. I took the liberty of suggesting.Saxon . -
as an acting representative because- (1) my observationa indicated

that hs possessed the operating qualities neceasary to do the Jobv,

(2) his experiencs in the field, (3) he is familiar with éertain °
difficulties in North Africa which thus far have affected the.t. -
Spanisn evacuation program, (4) I considered it important that we™

have & representative in Spain immediately. Saxon is near and I

could talk with him without necessitating too great delay in hig.s - -
arrival, N SRy

/End of section One/

DECLASSIFTED
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Distribution of true
reading only be special
arrangement, (TUEEEPY) .

Secret:az;y of State
Washington .
2110, July 8, 11 a.m. (Section Two)

After some discusaion the Ambassador stated he could not agree. .
to accrediting him to the Spanish Government but would welcoms Saxon's
coming to Spain to make a thorough study of the.situation not %o exceed
two months and if at that time Saxon could convince the Ambassader
that & WRB representative in Spain could perform functions not being..
performed and that the performance of. such served & useful purpose .
the Ambasaador would ask to bave him accredited to the Spenish Govern=—
ment as Attache of Embassy. If he did not convince the Ambassador
he would leave at that time. While Saxon was mentioned it is ny be-
lief that the Ambassador would accept any gqualified renresentative
on the same conditions.

My lack of knowledge of present board plans makes it difficult for
. me to comment fully on the above proposal, - However, I do ‘emphasize

the importance of a board renresentative going to Spain soon if one is
to go there, -

At present fewer refugees are entering Spain than at previous
times. Some no doubt are waiting to see progress of invasion. French
resistance is said to have cut rail communications with sduthern'border._,
Also rescue operations do not appear as active as might be -expected.

It seems likely that if invasion moves slowly and CGermans increase
persecutions as in Hungary the Pyrenesa will erupt with refugees ’

attemoting to escape., The new problems with which'weé may. be confront-;

ed thore makes 1t imperative 'in my opinion that' we have a repreeenta—— e
tive in. the area, = S

" Pursuant to the Dractice the two Embassies; copy of this beinr "
sent Madrid,

(End of Message)

’
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DOCUMENT

HM43
Distridution of truse

reading only by special
arrangement, h W)
Secretary of State

Washington - .
2479, July 15, 5 P.m.

As consequence of Embassy's representaticns Spanish Government
has authorized issuance of visaa to 500 Jewish children in Hungary
whom Jewish organizations in Tangler hope to transfer to - temporary
refuge in Spanish Morocco (Tangler's 157, June 2 to Department and
Embessy's 2389, July 9). Spanish Legation Budapest has been ‘inatruct-
ad to do everything posslble to facilitate travel of this group to
Spain and 1t is understood that Vatican has requested papal raepresent-
atives in Berlin and Budapest to ugs their good offices to same end.

Sent to Tangler in pouch.

BUTTERWORTH

DECLASSIFTE

D
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S—— o ' Madrid, Spain, July 25, 1944,

) - :691 -
'DOCUMENT-

EMBASSY OF THE .
UNITED STATES OF AMERIGA

Ro. 2790

Subject: Transmltt1ng copy of Note to Minister of Foreign
Affairs on subject of reported delivery of refugees hy
Spanish border officials to German patrol.

The Honorable
The Secretary of State,
Waghington,

Sir:
"1 have the honor to enclose a copy of Note No. 2809 of July 24,

1944 which I have addressad te the Minister of Foreign Affairs con=
cerning a series of frontier incidents reported to have tzken place

-during the early part of June 1944 in the Province of Huesca, in the-

course of which a number of refugees of French and other nationalities
are reliably stated to have been refused entry into Spain and to have
been handed over by Spanish frontier officials to German border patrqls.

A high official of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs has informed
a representative of the Embassy, in tkis connection, that immediately
upon recelptof information concerning these occurrences the Ministry
issued drastic instructions countermanding the provincial order upon
which the action of the frontier officials concerned appears. to have
been based, and that a careful investigation of the circumstances :
surrounding the issuance and execution of those orders is now in’
progress. He expressed the personal opinion that the reported inci-.-
dents may, 1n fact, have been the result of the misinterpretation: by -
local border officials of orders intended to apply to attempted incur :
slons into Spain of armed Spanish dissidents, the presence of “dich -
groups on the frontier having been recently reported. (Embéssy's :
telegram No. 2472, July 15, 1944, noon.) It was, of course,-made. .-
clear to him that this circumstance, even if true, could in-no . way .
be considered as condoning or excusing the conduct of tha. border
officials concerned,

The incidents in question have been made the subject also: of
forceful representations on the part of the British Embassy and the
French Mission in Madrid, and it is the Embasgsy's opinion that the
Spanish Goverament has been gufficliently impressed with the gravity:
of these incidents to do everything possible to prevent their recur-

. rence,

- DECLASSrIED




It may be mentioned that & copy of the Minigtry's Note Verbale
No, 701 of November 17, 1943 to which reference is made in the - e
enclosed Note was transmitted to the Department under dover of the-
Embassy's despatch No, 1692 of December 7, 1943, ’

Respectfully yours, .
(Signed) -

W. WALTON BUTTERWORTH
Chargh d'Affaires ad interim

Enclosure;
Note No. 2809, July 24,
1944, to Foreign Minister
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lﬁnclosure to despatch Kq; 2790,
July 25, 1944, from Madrid,/

No. 2809 v : - Madrid, July 24, 1944,
Excellency: 7 ' ) i

Although Your Excellency has, I am certaln, already been fully -
acquainted with the circumstances of the recent frontier incidents
in the Province of Huesca, I cannot let these deploreble occurrences.
pass without conveying to Your Excellency, on behalf of my Government

as well as for myself, an expression of profound. shock and deep re-

gret that they should have been permitted to occur,

According to informetion which has come to my attention, an order
appears to have been issued on June 9, 1944 to frontier guards in that
- Province instructing tham to turn back certain categories of- refugees
attermoting to enter Spanigh territory without proper documentation,
with the consequence that & considerable number of refugees of French
and other nationalities were, on and. shortly after that date, refused
entry into Spain and turned over to the custody of the German authori-
ties from whom they were fleeing. ) - -

According to this information, a group of approximately 23 persons, . -
including a considerable percentage of women and children, arrived at
the frontier town of Sallent early in the morning of June 9, 1944,
were temporarily detained by the Spanish border authorities ‘at that -
point, and were several hours lster given false directions to Canfranc
waich, 1d fact, took them back into German-held territory. They wera:. -
prevented from falling into the hands of German patrols solély by T
their chance meeting with another group of refugees travelling ‘in . tha-
opposite direction and, together with the latter group, returned te.
Sallent where they arrived on the morning of the following day. It : -
1s reported that ths 12 men included in this party were thereupon .
placed by tke border authorities at Sallent in a motor truck and - :
driven back across the frontier into German-occupied territory toa’
depth of five kilometers whers they, together with 26 other refugees
who hed had the misfortune to be encountered en route, were handed
over to a German frontier patrol, It had been subgequently reportedf
that thege 38 persons were then taken in German custody to the.con~
centration camp of Oloron where & number of the women and children-
were released and the rest of the group sent on to the Fort du Ha'at'
Bordeaux, & place of detention understood to ‘be an habitual stopping’’
point for such prisoners on the way to Germany, ;

Other incidents of the same sort have been reported from other
border points in Hueaca Province, but in these instances there appear..
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to have arisen circumstances which led the ] }
to refrain from carrying out their expresged intention to return-the
refugees concerned to German custody. It,is—repdrfed; for example, L
that a group of refugees arrived at Bielsa on June 1lth, and. that the -
order for their expulsion was rescinded
in the facs of public indignation on the
"village which arose following the attempt
cerned, a Netherlands subject, to save him
committing sulclde, Frontier police at So
stood to have endeavored on June
of the United States and a statel
suaded from such action only afte
the refugess concerned,

part of residents of that
of one of the refugees con= "
self from sych a“fate by
mport, moreover, are under-f~:,v
12th to send back to France a citizen -
838 refugee, and to have been dig~ )
T prolonged argunent on the part of

Your Excellency, vho, I am confident, has been ag shocked ag I~ -
at what has occurred, will not fail to recognize the grave implications
of these incidents, which have amounted to open conrnivance on the part
of Spanish border officials in the persecution and p0331b1e'&ssassina—
tion by the German authorities of innocent persons attempting to find
on Spanish s0il asylum from Nazi tyranny, and, in view of the reiter—

" ated assurances which the Embassy has in the past received from the. . .
Ministry of Foreign Affairsg, particularly in the latter's Note Verhale .-
No. 701 of November 17, 1943, to the effect that no refugees would be.
delivered against their will to the German authorities or expelled

e frontier of their own choice, I should
nces from Your Excellency which I could

uredizte and effective steps have been
taken to engure agalnst a repetition of such incidents and -to make

certain that the abovs mentioned assurances of the Mifistry will in -

the future be scrupulously and unfailingly respected by Spanish-of-
ficials at every level of authority, - - - .

couvey to Government thay i
my

Spanish territory entitles them, b
prehension lesst the denial of this
delivery into enemy custody of citi
eventuality the effect of which: on
should not be underegtimated,

ut also from its ever-present ap~ .
right of asylum result in the

I avail myself of this o

pportunity to express to Your Excellency
the renawed asasurances of ny :

highest consideration,.
Hig Excelléncy
Lieutenant General Count Jordana
“Miniater of Foreign Affajirs,

(Signed) o]
, W. WALTON BUTTERWORTH
Chargé a'Affaires ad interinm -

Spanish border authorities 7

by the border euthorities only - -




