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DOCUMENT

Plain.

Lisbon. . - cepre e
DATED: - April 20, 1944 .
REC'D:. 3:60 p.m,

Secretary of State,
Washington,
1176, Twentieth, 11 a,.m,

Following message is from Joseph Schwartz for Wa.r Refugee Board
and Leavitt, Joint Distribution Gommittee Hew York. .

"Ba.rlas supplies following figures concerning emigration ser- -
vices from Turkey to Palestine from December 1943 to March-31, 1944,
Local Turkish residents 1084 of whom 194 raquired assistance. From
Bulgaria 276 including 46 children who arrived in March, - From Hungary
169, from Greece 176, from Rumania 285, which includes 239 SS MILCA -
passengers who arrived March. Financial statements not yet ready dut
will advise &8s soon as available, Thus far Turkish repatriates ar-
rivipg from France No. 340 of whom 175 receiving assistance which
over a period of 6 weeks amounted 14,000 Turkish pounds, Resnik
advises passengers boarding both a*eamslups MILCA and MARITZA at
Const:mza. were required to pay fantastic sums."

NORWEB
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s _DOCUMENT
c ) EXECUTIVE 'OFFICE OF THE PRES|DENT
o : © 7. . WAR REFUGEE BOARD
P . WASHINGTON 25, D.C

Y

OFFICE OF THE
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

My dear Mr. Ambassador: ,Ex‘ﬂrl:»,

Permit me to draw your urgent attentlon to the desperate pllght

, of a large mumber of Jews claiming Turkish nationality who are.in -

{ France and other areas under German control. It is understood that
the Turkish Government has recognized some of theée claims but that
in most cases no action has as yet been taken with the result that -
some of the persons involved have already been transported to Poland
and almost certain death. Information now available to the Board
indicates that an additional group of approximastely 800 Jews claiming
Turkish nationality ere in imminent danger of deportatlon from France
to Poland. . . .

It is understood that Turkish consuls in France have forwarded
e list of these persons to Anksra for confirmation of their status;.
but that as yet no determination has been _made by the Turkish Govern-
ment. While the Board recognizes that the determination of these
claims is a matter solely within the province of the Government of
Turkey, the Board feels constrained to address you on thig subject
because it is the established policy of this Government to take all
measures within its power, consistent with the successful prosecution
of the war, to rescue the victims of enemy oppression who are in )
imminert danger of death.

We appreciate that the investigation of these.claims to Turkish
nationality must necessarily take considerable time. It is feared,
kowever, that pending such investigations, the claimants; or:a number
of them, are likely to be deported. For this reason, we suggest that
the Turkish Goverrment might find it appropriate to advise German and

{ other authorities in France that upon the assertion of ‘a claim to:
Turkish nationality, the claimant is to be extended 21l the rights;:;
privileges and immunities of a Turkish national unless. and: until;
after investigation, the Turkish Government-advises . such authorities
that it has rejected such claim. The Government of the ‘Unitead: State
¥ has taken that position with respect to refugees within German—con—'rlf :
trolled areas claiming American cltlzenshlp. : =

It is sincerely hoped that the Turkish Government will find it s
appropriate to take the position above suggested: and otherwise to éx—"-"
tend its protection to victims of German oppression in France and elsge—
where. Thus, the Board has been informed that many of these c¢laimants

/
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‘claims may often depend upon an 1nterpretation of their acts. since,
leaving Turkey in the light of the Turkish Hatlonality Law. In view

this time, thé Turkish Government might find it~ appropr:l.a.te in such -

S1070 -

to Turkish nationa.h.t.y are Turkish born and that the val:.d:.ty of the:.

of the dire-consequences of adverse determinations of ‘such claims ‘at-

cases to postpone making adverse determinations in such cases until
after the termination of the war. Furthermore,- should the Turkish -~
Govermment find it possible; pending investigationm, 4o bring about I
the evacuation from Germen-controlled areas of claiments o Turkish
nationality who may be in danger, the Board will undertake to make -
funds availeble from American sources for their maintenance and support
and will further undertake promptly to find havens outside Turkey -for
such evacuees whose claims to Turkish na.t.:.onallty are. reJected by 'bhe
Turkish Government. B . -

In view of the desperate situation in which these claimants to
Turkish nationality find themselves, and the deep concern which this.
Covernment has for such victims of German oppression, I feel free to -
express the hope that the Turkish Government will find it possible to

_extend its protection in the manner suggested, or in some comparable

manner, to the persons concerned.

Very sincer;iy yours,

(Signed)
J. W. PEHLE

J. W Pehle
Executive Director

Hon. idehmet Munir Ertegun
The Ambassador of Turkey
Hashington, D. C.
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- DOCUMENT.

FMH-94 , :

This telegram must be B s rMontevideo - L
paraphrased before being "= Dated June 3, 194&
comminicated to anyone T Bec‘d 8:13 p.m.:t, s
other than a Government R -
agency.

Secretary of State,
Washington.
609, June 3, 5 p.m.

For Knapp frem Sanders

Text of "Resolution concerning the exchange of persons between
the American Benuhlics and Germany' 19 as follows:

"Whereas A, The Emergency Advisory Committee for Political
Defense .in its-resolution 20 approved May 21, 1943 recommended to
the American Bepublics that as a general policy they not permit
the repatriation of unofficial German nationals except in very .
small numbers and only for the exchange of American nationals
under German control or for similar special reasons of partlcular
importancas. . . . ST ‘}

B. Thers are in Germany or German-controlled areas in Burope
approximately 2,000 individuals, most of them presently in concentra-
tion camps, who whils identified with various European minority .
groups are nevertheless in possession of documents and certificates
which have been issued by or -in.the name of many American Republics
as well &s other non-Buropean states and which reflect a right of
admission to or of protection by such states. :

C. It haas not previously been possible to nominate such detalned
individuals for inclusion in the recent exchanges whiéh have" been
effected of nationals of American Republics for Germen: Hationals:
bacause of the strict standards governing exchange as: established ,
in Resolution 20 and because of the extraordinary: difficultiol qpa

volved in discovering identifying and communicating with such ndivi—*fﬂii

duals. e

D, The Committse is informed that the German Governmenb apparentl
belisving that the American Repuhlics and other non—Europaan States
concerned are indifferent to the fate of these individualse;’ now. ;i
intends to deprive them of any protection, and to subject them t01
the severe persecutlion, including slave labor.and extermination.'
suffered by other members of the racial and political minorities
with which these individuals are identified.

i

!
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B. The prospect -of such dire consequences 18 repugnant to
the common ideals of liberty and humanity held by the American Re—
pudblicsg and calls for the utmost humanitarian and. praventive - efforts
on the part of the governments of this hemisphere consistent with g
their own mecurity, : - :

F, Safe refuge for éni.,support' of all such indiﬂd,ﬁ'alsi, 1n- o
cluding those whose admission o the-country concerned may not bs
feasible, may be provided for mderiexisting— a.rrangements. -

* @, Thers are now avallable 111 the American Repu'blics 2 number
of German nationals whose repatriation under present circumstances..
would not materially conflict with the strict standa.rde or Resolu—
tion 20 of the Committee, .

The Emergency Advisory, Committee for Political Defense. resolves: .

One, To direct the attention of the Governments of the Ameri- -~
cen Republics to the desperate plight of those persons now in Gor=
meny or German-controlled areas who are identical with Turopean
raclal or political minority groups and who possess certain-docu-
ments issued by or which in the name of the American Republics re-
flect a right of admission to or protection by said republics. .

Tyo. To inform the American Republics- that in the opinion of -
this Committese, -the need to rescue such persons constitutes a suf-
" ficient basis for their admission to this hemisphere in exchenge
for Germsn nationals resident in the American Republics selected
with due regard for security requirements set forth in Resolution
20 of this Committee,

Three, To recommend strongly to the various American Republlcs
that they immediately take such uniform actlion in’ concert as may be
necessary to facilitate the exchange of these individuals for cepr- .
tain German nationals in this hemisphere, and in narticular

A. That they inform the Germa_n Government tlu'ough the appro- v
priate channels that the individuals who possess documents of the 7
character mentioned in the first paragraph and issued by .or-onm besl
half of an American Republic, are entitled to full protection: in: ;
accordance with the terms or customary incidence of such documents.

B, That they authorize negotiations with the Geman Govern—
ment on their behalf in order to effectuate the e*tcha.nge of “such-
individuals for German nationals from the Western Hemisphere -who
desire to be repatriated and who are selected in- accordance ‘with:
such security safeguards as the Republlcs may mutually: deem e.ppro-'
priate in the light of all the circumstances eurrounding each
particular case,

DAVSON
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DOCUMENT e
] - - dune 17, 11944
CIRCULAR R

To American Embassies o
in all the other American Republics :
Except: San Salvador, Montevideo, Asuncion,. . .
: 1a Paz, Busnos Aires. [ *7 '

In support of the program of the Department and the Wbr'Refugeéf o

Board which has been the subject of instructions by airgram to the

Embassies in various of the American republics, the Emergency Advi-
sory Committes for Political Defense at Montevideo on May 31, 1944,
adopted upon the recommendation of the United States member a reso=
Jution favoring, subject to essential reservations regarding secur-
ity, the exchange of German pationals in this Hemisphere against
certain persons belonging to the oppressed peoples of Burope who
bear documents issued by or in the name of the American,republics L
or other non-European states reflecting a right of admission to or -
protection by such republics or states. - - o

The Department feels that it is essential to proceed as quickly -
as possible with the presentation to the German Government of con- -
crete proposals based upon the Resolution in question and _hopes that
the government to which you are accredited, which has presumably by
this time received official notification of the Resolution from the
Committee, will be willing to join in this common program with the
other American republics and this Government, The Department will
be glad to learn of any initiative taken by the government to vidch
you are accredited to implement this desirable step in strengthen-
ing the common front against the Axis. : - :

A suggested translation of the Resolution was sent you on June
3 under cover of a letter signed by Mr. Sanders, the representative -
of the United States on the Emergency Advisory Committee for Politi= .-
cal Defense. The Department is-sending yow in the near future: a

copy of the official translation of this document.. There will'alsb,b~_f

be sent you in the near future an instruction outlining certain |
points of action in respect to the program on which your report is
desired. . : =

HULL
’ " JHK o

/*_7 Repeated in substance on same date to Bolivia, El Salvador;
Brazil, Paraguay, and Uruguay. :
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| DOCUMENT

ORTIGINAL TEX‘I‘ OF TEIEGRAM SENT'

FROM: - Sacretary of State, Washlngton
TO: ~ -  American legation, Bern . -
~ DATED: Yay 27, 1944
NUMBER: 1846

Information contained in your telagram of May 9, 1944 o
No. 2937 was appreciated by the. Department . and the: promlsed fur-,
ther report will be awaited w1th interest.

You are requested to advise the Government of Sw1tzerland
that the preliminary steps necessary in order to-place before the
German Government a concrete proposal or to censider any proposal
that Government may desire to make are belng undertaken by the .
Department of State. . -

Obtaining the adoption by Emergency Advisory Committee for
Tolitical Defense at Montevideo of a resolution which broadens
exchange standards in its outstanding Resolution XX which narrowly
restricts repatriation of German nationals from this Hemisphere
-at the present time, is the first step to be taken, We are ex--
pediting action to this end. ' ’

As contemplated at present time, the proposal of the Depart-
ment, will suggest the progressive exchange of all non-Germans,
including Jews and persons of doubtful nationality, interned or
othervise confined in German territory for German nationals
resident in the Western Hemisphere at the present. The suggestion
will be made that first consideration will logically be given to
those bearing passports, visas or other documentation of non=-
European origin indicating a desiination abroad. A proposal such
as this will be independent of any being negotiated at the. présent
and will suggest the formulation and exchange of lists  for prior
approval by both parties. In the main such exchanges probably :
would depend upon existent neutral passenger. vegsels’ plying
between the two hemispheres for transportatlon.

As regards your telegram of May 9, 1944, No. - 2928, you may
inform the Germans that provision for inclusion-of: close-alie
relatives accompanying American citizens will be mad uture
exchanges of German and United States nationals. - Thoss to ba ‘in
cluded with American citizens would normally. be Iimited:to" allan
minor children and alien spouses, although other-relatives mlght
be considered for general exchange also. Moreover. -exchange of-
the alien relatives still held in internment camps in Germany - of
American citizens repatriated in 1942 will be prov1ded for, -

WW
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If contemplatlng the transfer of 1nd1v1duals suscaptlble :
of inclusion in contemplated exchanges, the German: ;.
nay desire to move them to places whenee their dellvary for - -
exchange will be f30111tated rather than 1mpeded, 1n v1ew of
the. foregoing.

} Recalpt at the earllest possible moment of the Sw1ss;Govern-': -
ment!s report of the reaction of the German Goverrment to the
foregoing possibilities would be appreciated by the Department
in order to assist it in its further con31derat10n of ths possi—,'”
bility of arranging such exchanges. ’ . S
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- 1076 -

DOCUM‘:NT :

PARAPHRASE OF TELEGRA" SENT

FROM: . Secretary of State, Washlngton f
TO: Amembassy, Madrid
DATED: May 25, 1944

Nothing contained in Department's 1384 of May 16 partl-'{f 

. cularly the first sentence thersof, is to be construed ag -

nodifying in any way the policy expressed in Department's
992 of April 10. 1384 was intended to apply, as the Depart—
rzent believes you understood; only to the current GRIPSHOLM
exchange.

Use of GRIPSHOLM for exchange of other than repatrlated
nationals of the participating country is precluded by terms

of the charter. Therefore, the Department is exploring other -

rmeans of effecting the exchange against Germans in the other-
American Republics of all persecuted persons whom the German
Government is willing to release. DBearers of passports of
the other American Republics or other foreign travel docu—
ments will have flrst consideration.,

(Unsigned)
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DOCUMENT -~

PARAPHRASE OF TELEGRAM SENT - -

FROM: Secretary of State, Washington
TO: Arerican Embassy, Madrid
DATED: May 16, 1944, 10:00 p.n.

NUMEER: 1384
| _ (NIACT)

Contrary to the recommendatlons of the" United States Govern-

ment and the other American Republics associated with it, there are .
included, (a) alien relatives of American. citizens and:(b) persons.
bearing Latln-Amarlcan passports whose nationality has not yet been
established, in the list of nationals of the United States and the

. other Amarlcan Republics approved by the Germans for exchange -
against a group of 60 Germans from the United States being. repatr1-
ated on the GRIPSHOLM.

In respect to (a) and persons under (b) for whose embarkation -
authorization is contained in this- telegram, you are informed. that
upon arrival in Barcelona the Department is waiving non-immigrant
visa requirements for all alien passengers not in possession of
appropriate visas. After their admission on a temporary basis, -
those persons coming to the United States as immigrants will be ad-,*;
mitted as non-immigrants and will be able to arrange for the pro-~-
curement of immigration visas. Admittance will be granted ‘only in -
tran51t to those aliens in tran31t to Western Henlsphere destination.

With respect to (b), Pedro and Lydia Chuprine and Jules and
Anna Grunstein, bearers of Costa Rican passports, the Costa Rican
Government has authorized entrance into that country. Embarkation
on the GRIPSHOLM will therefore be accorded to them.

Authorization has not as yet been granted for adm1551on to
their respective countries of the follow1ng individuals:

Mexico . - 1. Alexander Schwaltzer
Colaombia - - 1. Ramon Morano
- 2. Alvarex Morano
1. Clementine Muller
2. Isidore-Poiry 7 -
‘ 3. Zisold de.Valdes::
4, Mario Baretto

Peru -

El Salvador - - - 1.  Bruno Hecht-Sandovai

Nicaragua - 1. Herman Zwillenberg .
2, 2zwillenberg = wife'.
3. Zwillenberg = child

e zwjllanhazgg:ggbild

DECI,AwSIﬂTD |
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Dominican Republic ~ - - : 1. Sinia. Maria Castillo
o7 2. Jacques Castillo v - i
3. Robert Castillo - = . -

The surname is given last in tha foregoing list.

Authorization is granted by the Department for embarkatlon

on the GRIPSHOLM of such of the foregoing individuals who -are LT

bona fide nationals of the American Republics and whose status has .-
béen clearly established upon the arrival at Barcelona. . You should. -
telegraph most urgently from Barcelona passport or other identify-
ing data regarding them. The Department will inform you urgently =
if it is subsequently informed by the Republics named that any of .
the above individuals, who may be unable to qualify for embarkation’
on basis of examination at Barcelona, are admissible to their
territory. -

Information has already reached the Department that admittance
to the countries whose documentation they bear will be denied to '
the following individuals:

B - NMicaragua - 1. .Otto William Strauss: -
- 2. Regina Strauss nee Maier

Dominican Republic - 1. Jenny Muller nee
Silverstein

Accordingly, authorization for embarkation of the forego:.ng 1nd1- .
viduals on the GRIPSHOLM cannot be granted.

Until they can be included in a transfer of refugees to the

Fedhala Camp, North Africa, arrange through Blickenstaff to provide S

at the expense of the War Refugee Board for care of those of the
foregoing individuals who are not embarked on the- (}RIPSHOLM.

The foregoing message was repeated to Barcelona for att.ent.ion
of Smith. : :

HULL
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'DOCUMENT ,
: * PLAIN :
Madrid. N
Dated July 17, 1944 -
Rec'd Noon,,lSth;f—~

Secretary of State
Washington

2500, Seventsenth

Fifteen members of supplementary exchange group left Trun |
July 15 by train for Iisbon., Other seven members of group.
proceeded to Madrid on same date and are now in care of .
i ‘Blickenstaff's organization awaiting completion of arrangements’
for their transfer to Fedhala. Repeated to Iisbon as 179 and
London as 596. . -

BUTTERWCRTH
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7‘—DOCUMENT
Department . . .~ .7 SoehT cRladn. oo o
Amlegation . . 7" " September-6, 1944 -
Bern - e Tt T e TR

3082 sixth

AMERICAN INTEHESTS EUROPE, REPATRIATION S

Please inform Swiss Government for guldance of 1ts represen-;"”
tatives in Europe in charge of American interests that following -
classes of individuals are established in order to permit United. ST O
States Government to designate which classes of individuals eli-',' S S

. gible for exchange are to have priority in any given- operatlon. R -

{ Lists for any specified exchange will be made up’ from one or:more .. .
of these priority groupings depending upon the administrative, -
transportation and other circumstances attendant upon each exchange.'
The priorlty groupings are as’ follows. ;

A. Persons receiving financial a551stance through- the : - .
protecting Powers under authorization of the government -~ " 7. oo
to which thev owe allegiance, and their- spougses and/or- P
children. Under this heading ungualified first priority BT R
_  shall be extended to those persons who are i1, mentally v - L ey
afflicted or aged but able to travel, ‘and unqualified S Lol
second priority shall be given to those women and chil-
dren who are unaccompanied by the head of the family: o
Among the rest, priority shall be accorded to those-ar- .. -
rested or interned over those vno are at 11berty; ' :

B. FPersons not receiving financial asslstance who.have'

otherwige been extended formal recosmition of their .
nationality through the protecting Power since thée out-
break of hostilities. Priorities under this heading .
shall be the same as under A. Spouses and/or children.
are to be included., -

C. Immediate familvy members, regardless of the state of
their documentation, of citizens of the United States or
{ of the other American republics who were repatriated in -
earlier exchanges. This heading is intended to cover
spouses andsor children. Other categories of relatives
or dependents should not {repeat not) be included under:

this heading ufiless specifically authorized by the
Department.

D. Bopa fide nationals of the JYestern Hemisphere coun-
tries, regardless of the state of their documentation,
who are confined in institutions for the mentally or in="

i
curably afflicted. This covers also the spouses and76r - ; l
!

children of such.persons, .. — — — —
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E. Igdividuals whose )ives are in jeopiardy whose cleim ¥o <
nationa;itx is not questioned but gggse riggt to p otection -
mna be uogl 1 bacausge of e ;gc_-g i n b LY
of t Western He e 80Me ler t -
_geggn thhin this category the same nrioritias ‘8hall bo

applied as under A. Spouseas and/or children shall be 1nc1udé&.?fir

Wi » the circunh
stances of whose cases preclude adequate examination of the
Juridical basis of such right by the interested government o
until peace is restored in-Furope or appearance is made befors = -

" & consular or diplomatic officer of the respective republic;.
whichever first occurs. Priorities within this group shall
be the same as under A. Spouses and/or children are included.

The Department is notifying the other American repuhlics of ‘the =
foregoirg priorities system with the invitation to Join with the
United States in its adoption and inform their protecting Power :
accordingly with the request that lists of their nationals desiring
repatriation be compiled in accordsnce with the foregoing categories.

HULL
(A43)
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" DOCUMENT .
 AIRGRAM
A-540 - R . S
5:35 P.X. ) ’ i November 9, 1944 °
_Anmlegation 7
Bern

The Department considers 1t necessary to a&d another cetegory
to the priority grouping of persons-eligidle for exchange given
in Department's telegram no. 3082, Septembar 6, 1944,

The priority groupings listed 1n talegram under referenca are :
therefore amended by the addition of the following clagsification!

children.

Please inform the Swiss Government acco;dingly.
' - ' ACTING
STETTINIUS

Acting ) .
BL - 7 :
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~ DOCUMENT

OUTGOING TELEGRAM

7 Amlegation ) Plain . Lo
Bern S December 20; 1944

4289, Twentieth

The Department considers it advisable to emend category "GM
of the priority grouping of persons elizible for exchange given

in Department's airgram no. 540 of November 9, 1944 by the insertion .

of "of American citizens and" between the words "documentation” and.
fof alien residents®. . - -

Pleass inform Swiss Government accordingly.

‘STETTINIUS
(2ap)
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DOCUMENT

PARAPHRASE aF TELEGRAM RECEIVED

FROM: American Legatlon, Bern ‘1 ,; :
TO: Secretary of State, Washington
DATED: "~ - December 23, 1944, 3 p.m. L
NUMBER' - 8293 L '

The fallowing concerns the exchange of 01vlllans and int—
erests of Americans in Germany. ;

Burden of the Swiss note of December<22 is aé fﬁllcﬁsf":

Concerning Switzerland's right to negotiate to include Para-
guayans in on-coming exchange, Swiss Isegation says that United
States' right to represent all western hemisphere countries in
making exchange proposals has never been contested by Germany.
Meither has the German Foreign Office ever contested Swiss Govern—.
mentts exchange negotiations for non-Swiss® represenhed countries. -
8o far, howsver, Swiss Legation has proposed exchange only for
nationals of Sw1ss protected countries, which is also true of the
50 to 57 possessors of Iatin-American documentation to be ex—

- changed in Category F. Information that the American Goverrment
contemplates spec1al German~-Paraguayan and German—Colomblan ox~-
changes. .. o

The Spanish Embassy gives consent to the. Swiss Legatlon, in
the case of Paraguay, to appoint certain possessors of Paraguayan
documents at Bergen-Bslsen for exchange. ' Thus it seems that the
Spanish representative and the German Foreign 0ffice concur in
the Swiss! right to represent Paraguayans in arranging general
exchange between Germans and Americans.,

German List A, which accompanied November 27 note,. recording
642 internees of Bergen-Belsen, is likew1se transmitted.  (Com- .=
ment of Legation: 641 is the actual count — including 45 Americans,
3 Venezuelans, 33 Argentinians, 8 Brazilians, 111 Ecuadoransy:
1 Guatemalan, 20 Haitians, 96 Hondurans, 267 Paraguayans, 33 Sal-~
vadorang, 12 Peruvians, and 12 Uruguayans); - None are. 1isted who
were deported from Vittel in April and May 1944.: Gennan Forelgn S
Office says they will later transmit List (B)-which give the: :
names of persons with relatives in the United States.;

As the Swiss Legation at Berlin has received -on g
of List A, it retained same until now to make:a careful ‘gtudy. -
and compare it with its files on Latin American Jews .go-that the
.Swiss find this list of 125 has previously been reported which
rises to 132 (including 44 Paraguayans) after  the addition of a:
few relatives. In selecting individuals to be included in-F
Category, this list will act as a basis. Ragardlng this’ selaction,
the Swiss Legation makes these observations- ’




Ciides s

Slnce it is the expressed desire of the German Fore1gn o
Office in the note referred to above that the ‘Germans 1nterned
in South and Central America (among whom would be the Para—
guayans and Colombians) be added to the group -of interness now

in the United States and exchanged with the latter, dlfflcultieé Sl

from the German side seem to be occasioned by the-organization
of a spedial German-Paraguayan exchange. It is to be noted, in.
respect to the special exchange between Germany and Colombia
that at Bergen-Belsen there are no possessors of Colombian dodu~: -~
mentation, which information comes in German not.e of November 27.' -

The names of those for whom spec:l.al representatlons hava
been made would first be proposed to the Germans by the Swiss
Legation; and last, to be compared with the Netherland Jewish
Committee list will be the German List A. The Swiss Isgation
has actually detected that there are, on German Iist A, 162 of
those named in the Dutch list as possessors of Latln—American

~documentation.

Neither the files nor any other source bear informat.ibn :
allowing the Swiss Legation to render judgment on the cases of
the balamce of those which the German Iist A sets at 400. °

Further, there are a certain number of GCategory F cases
at Iisbenau and Tittmening which, acc¢ording to ‘the Swiss Lega- -
tion, are not comprised in its list of 132, though one cannot
be assured of the fate of these Jews under present circumstances.

The Swiss Legation requssts early advice should the Depar'b—r
ment wish to include persons from Tittmoning and Liebenau in
group of 75 Category F repatriables.

More specific information will soon be transmitted bj'the
Swiss legation concerning the composition of group of '75 for
whom there is now provided exchange in categories.. :

A competent German Foreign Office official has agau.n urged
the point that German authorities wish an increase in the number
of Category F repatriables. This comes via the Swiss Forelgn

Office from the Berlin Iegationts late communication which adds ,‘ v

that the future repatriation of Bergen-Belsen internees ‘bearing’

Latin-American documentation looms more urgent when'one consu:lers,f :

the disquieting nature of their future fate. Only if the " '
American Government's interest for this category of .Jews ig-ex~"
pressed in specific exchange proposals and promptly executed,™
can they be protected from the measures directed againgt Jews-:
not bearing Latin-American documentation, Summary end. :

In Iegation's airmail despatch 10349 éf December 23, there
is being forwarded above mentianed German List A ‘and Swiss
Legation list of 132,. -

HUDDIE
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ssribution of true
ading only by svecial
el

Tne following far Hod-gdon is from Devartment and War Refugee - '
Board, o - - seoLes

 Reference Department's 438 of Yovember 15, 1944 and 15 of
Janvery 2, 1945, :

Tre Devartment and War Refugee Board would appreciaie your
erronging for the care and custody of the 50 to 75 2d hoe Latin
American vassoort holders upon their arrival in Harseilles on or
about January 18 and until such time as arrang zenents Tor their on=
ward movement can be corpleted, Philivpeville rather than Fedhela
will probably be the tempora.ry destination for wome of this group,

It is suggested that you immediately con wtsct Dr, . Josesh i
4 Arthur Greenleign of ithe Soint Distribution Committee
0w in Paris and who are prepaered to lend financial and

a sistance in connection with the imzediate maintenance.
an 4 transnortaiion of these vassports holders, Since it :
would seem to be desirable to have Schwartz and/br Greenleign in-
liargseilles for this vurnose, you snould zive them all ?osslble

as sw’cnnce in arranging travel to liarseilles, -

As soon as vossible after the arrival of these peosle in
Marseilles, Devartment and War Reifugee Board should be furnished
with z complete list of this zroup of ad hoc passport holders, giv-
ing their nemes, ages, true nationaliby, number of family units,-
ete, In ad@ition, Department and Board would anpreciate: revort ™
from 73* as to the number holding Palestins certificates and as-to’
Ltne attitude of the dndividuals fhemselves with regpectio ultlmate )

tion, . : : -

" STEDTINIUS
. (1)

| DECLASSIFIED
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: Execunvs OFFICE. OF THE PRESIDENT

‘WAR' REFUGEE BOARD
WASHIN,GTVONVZVS D ¢

 emary 12, 1005

Dear Governor Lehman:

Reference is made to my letter to you of November 16, 1944,
describing a possible movement of 8,000 refugees. through Swi‘bzer-
land. Reference is also made to MAT 435 of December 4, 1944, in-.
dicating that AFHQ and UNRRA have agreed to hold the Philippeville
Camp in Algeria in reserve for emergenciss that may arise as & re-
sult of the arrival of this group of refugees in Switzerland L

The War Refugee Board has been advised by the State Depart-
ment that there is included in a group of approximately-841 per- -
sons who ars to be exchanged in Switzerland for German nationals
approximately 50 to 75 refugses from the Bergen Belsen concentra=

tion camp who are holding ad hoc Iatin American passports which do - v

not authorize the holders to enter countries in the Western Hemi-
sphere. Accordingly, arrangements will have to be made for their
reception -elsswhere upon their arr:wal in Marseilles on or aboubt
January 27th.

It would be appreciated if arrangements could be made to
receive this group of refugees at Philippeville. The Vlar Depart-
ment has been advised in order that arrangements may be-made by -
SHAEF for the transportation of these refugees to Philippeville.

Very truly yours,

" - (sigried)
J. W. PEHIE

" J. W. Pehle

Executive Director - .

Honorable Herbert H. Lehman,

Director General,

United Nations Relief & Rehabilitation
Administration,

Washington, D, C.
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=  UNITED NATTONS - e
RELIEF AND REHABILITATION ABMINISTRATION -

1344 Connecticut Avenue B
Washington 25, D.C. . . ;: e

30 Jariary 1945 f; :
¥r. J. W. Pehle

Executive Director
War Refugee Board

Washington 25, D. C.-

Dear Mr. Pehle H

Reference is made to your letter of January 12th re-
garding some fifty to seventy-five refugees from the Bergen- >
Belsen Concentration Camp who are holding ad hoc ILatin
American passports, and who are expected in Marseilles on -
or about January 27th. -

We have informed the Chief of UNRRA's Ttalian Mission

of their arrival, and he will ccnsult with the }’thtary autho'-' -

rities regarding -their final disposition. - -
Sincerely yours, .

(Signed)
HERBERT H. LEHMAN

Herbert H., Lehman
Director General
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DOCUMENT

ORIGINAL TEXT OF TELEGRAM SENT -

FROM#+ Secretary of State, Washington::
TO% American Embassy, London s
DATED: June 3, 1944 -

NUMBER: ~ 4411

-
To Ambassador Winant, London, England.
. Repéated inquires are made of War Refugss Board cbnﬁ:’éming o
eligidility for exchange of Jews in German-controlled territory..
holding Palestine certificates. Please inquire from proper - ...
Forelgn Office officials whether such persons declared eligibls
by Britain and Germany, whether any such exchanges have actually

taken place, and if response is affirmative, the procedurs followsd
in placing such persons on exchange lists. -

HULL

DECLASSITTED
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PARAPHRASm OF TELEGRAM RECEIVED

FROM: American Embassy, London

TO: Secratary of State, thhington
DATED; June 20, 1944

NUMBER: 4889

We have now received from the Refugee Department of the Foreign -
Office a letter answering the inquiries of the War Refugee Board con-
cerning the eligibility for exchange of Jaws now in German-controlled
territory who hold Palsstine certificates, as forwarded in: Departmant'
csble of June 3, No. 4411.

It is stated by the Foreign Office that the Palestine Government
in collaboration with the Jewish Agency for Palestine nominates
persons whom 1t would be willing to exchange for German citizens
held in Palestine and then the names of such persons are communicated.

 to the German Government through the protscting power (Switzerland),
However, in practice the German Government often declares itself
unabls to trace the persons named and other membera-of the Jewish
race have been substituted by it. Two exchanges have taken placs
up %o the present, one in December 1941 and another in November 1942
involving about 350 German citizens and 180 holders of Palestine
certificates and their next of kin. . Thus the balance is to the
advantage of the Germans and to redress it we are now-negotiating
a third exchange on a basis of 280 certificate holders and 110 :
Germans,

¥With respect to the procedure to be followed in placing persons
on exchange lists, 1t is suggested by the Foreign Office that the
War Refugee Board might be told that Jewish organizations ox ‘indi~. =~
vidual- inquirers should be told to communicate names of peraons. in
whom they are interested to the Colonial Office in London, which
would then forward them to the High Commissioner at: Jerusalem and:
the Jewiah Agency for decision as to the sultability of their ‘being
pleced upon the list for exchange in the menner: which ve. above out
lined. - :

WINANT

DECLASSIFIED
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PARAPHRAS::, OF TEIEGRAM RECEIVE.D:

FROAM: r'American Embassy, London

TO: ) Secratary of State, Washington
DATED: July 8, 1944 -

NUMBER: 5396

For the attention of fhé War Refugee Boar& e

*

We have just received from the Foreign Office a communlcation '7
with further respect to the procedure to be followed i placing on’

exchangse lists Jews now in German-controlled territory who hold -
Palestine certificates, as outlined in the last paragraph of Em-
bassy's cable dated June 20, No. 4889,

It is stated by the Foreign Office that,the Coldnial Office'
has informed it that Jews holding Palestine certificates should
not apply through the Colonial Office but that all applications.
from the general public for inclusion of peopls in theé Palestine-

.German exchange should be addressed direct to the Commissioner of

Migration and Statisties, Jerusalem. It is stated that if they
are accepted for exchange, the High Commissioner will then forward
the names to the Colonial Office, and so-to the protectlnu power L
through the Forelgn Office. .

WINANT

" DECLASSTITRD




Secretarj,' of State,
Washington,:

PRIORITY , L T e

473, Aoril 7, 6 p.m

Prior to the receint today of Devartnment's raference czble I :
hed discussed with Foreign Office, the British E'n‘b?ssy: and the -- L -
S‘\Fecls" Legation the question of the 134 Jewish versons on board e )

ke DROTTNTHGHOLM which is expected in Istanbul on londay, (FEDZP— '
o, 393, Aoril 5 and Loadsnls 13, isre: 28).

Juet orior to kis danarture on Anril 5 for the San F*?nc:.f-co
Conference as a member of the Turk delezation, .lct;ng Secretary
chxe*"ﬂ Erl'in informed me these individuals were embarked on the S

D‘Luu HOLM without orior notification to or the consent of the
N iz C‘OVQITJJ"I’Xt that s_ny of %ther have any claim to Turkish
natiorality; u-.at the ™ 1°~1’c ‘10’11& Y T,-; not (zjgpe_at

) nernit th
morery stay

In coaversation yesterdsy n the Foreign Cifice officisl
wre hng this matier immediately in charge (REEMSS 450, Anril 3) I
the point of view exnressed i Erkin ¥ailch he
He stated.the Turk Govermnent had notiyel dec1ued
would taice with resmect 45 vermitting. thege’ ne"' -

above mentioned povxt of vie\\' _“s’c eveqin,v
r hefore he saw b
¢ this motter,
e informs ne t}‘.lS afve rncon t}‘e n"lt“
sramed by Suner tha

the mergons in euestion o
overnment umiertske tn vernit them to, £
sh Agbassador infornms me this O'Y'ternoon that he
Sumer furing their conversabion lest-night thed e would
to Tondon (l‘e hag since fnne ga) ren"o\‘twng instructions




sh Govnrr\"lenu ig willing $o 1e
the cuota scheme, Feterson st.:.’

“_..G. Le\ S, sche of ou.n.er nd:‘ Ol"

- he received éid not encourabe 1"1"
will e adnitted to Palestine, I Gatper he f‘ee'ls 2
ondorn nay not be forthconing 1r1med1-=ue1y, .

,_
=
o

of foregoing Department may deelre to aiseuss tnie
natter with the British OGovermment, I had discussed
with 2 Secretary of the British Hmbassy af the tinme-
was received =nd learned the cable referred &5 zhove
sh Ambassador had been sent o London, The Sscretory
\:ou__d; be informed when a renly was received., Yesterday
iiinister informed me that if the Turlish auihorities
nern nese persons to disemvork in Turkey all (’-f‘neau
-

)
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izish not on bhoard trhe DROTTILE i ghit be nrevented
cembarizing a e_‘-:en back t+ Sweden along »'1..51 thp 134 Jeuish
once“ed. - :
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Repee.ter’; to Loné,
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FROM: - Secretzry of State, Washington
- T0 Azerican Embassy, London
DATID:  Aoril 9, 1945

o R757

UP.., ZNT

Ses your larch 28 cablé ¥o, 3186, UWsr Refuzee Boerd and De-
pariment assume that you heve discussed with the Toreign Office”
Anirerals Anrdl 17 coble Mo, 29, Along these lines, vou should.
stress the desirebility from a security. standnoint of: removing’
Gerrmen nationale =nd officizle from Turkey ze soon as possible, a
view vhich the ’?‘ov'elm Office presnmably shsves. Also, it is be-
lieved by fre Denarinent to te very undegirable that any Jews re-. _
leased fron Gernany for burnose of exchenze be retnrned ul timately
tn Germneny 25 such a develowmment, anart I i almost certain hard-

'?*ersms concerned, would probsbly immeril. serisnely opend-
2 looking toward the ceﬂﬂr*ure of Jews from Germany
in exchznzes between this Governn eqt nd the Gerinn: uovcrmzo_lt,

©STERUIUIUS

- DECLASSIFIED
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CAntara o
L 0 Dated Anr, 1 15
¢ beiore veing . - : - RecH 3y
»uc':.tei £9 anyone - - .
otner then a Govnrrment

2zency, (REsShmwmiig
of State

US URGET

519, Aoril 15, 10 a,m,

I informed the annronriate Foreign Office official’ yesterday
that roons had been reserved for the 80 refugees eéx-53 DROTTHING-
U0 now on board snother vessel at Istenbul (REEMDS 503 Anril 12)
(*) more hotels in that city end incuired whether 1t would not be.
vossivle to allow them %o come ashore particularly in view of .the

=c% that no sleening accommodations vere availsble on Board the
vessel in ruec’rﬁon rnd of the fzct that e—tir*’i‘acilities on

N 4o in

boecrd wer tisfactor He informed me later. % structiions
f'l'Lov t;e refuzees to come a

PACIER
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true reading only by
special an‘angement.

)

Wzt Refugee Board © July 28 3 1944
Amembassy
Ankara
665

The - cable below from Depa.rtment and Board 15 War Refugee Board 83,

1. There follows the substance of a message recelved from Am— )
legation Bern: :

.QUOTE A note from the Foreign 0ffice, dated yesterday,
states that according to a telegram irom the Swiss Legation
at Budapest, authorization has been given by the Government
of Hungary for the departure of all Jews from Hunga.ry who ..
*holo entry pernu.ts for a.nother country s 1nclud1ng Palestlne. )

Th].s same message states that trans:.t through occupled
territories will be permitted by the German Government. As
soon as possible the Swiss Legation, in collaboration with
the Palestinian Bureau, Budapest, will take necessary measures
for evacuation. It is probably that Hungarian police pass—
ports will constitute travel documents. U\IQUOTE ’

In view of the foregoing it is of the utmost 1mportance that no -
effort be spared to induce the Turkish Government promptly-either to -
issue transit visas to every person in Hungary holding-a:Palestine’
certificate or to inform the Hungarien Government .that all such per—
sons may enter Turkey enroute to Palestine without-the formal -
issuance of visas, and to advise the Hungarian Governmen*t‘. of its: :
willingness to do so. Furthermore, every effort. should be ‘made’ wi h
Jewish Agency representatives to secure the speedy igguance of as ¥ i
many additional Palestine certificates as p0551ble to persons i
Hungary. Time is obviously of the essence and the-Board should' be
informed promptly of any difficulties that may be: encountered s

2. Since the above quoted wessage may have broad :unpllce.tlons,
please endeavor urgently to ascertain whether the Turkish- Government

will promptly advise the Governments of. Germany, ‘Rumanid, and Bulgaria®, : -

and such authorities as there may be in Slovekia (&s well as Hungary):
that Turkey is prepared to issue transit visas to’all persons holding
Palestine certificates or to ad.mit such persons enroute to Palestine .
i

i

1 DECLASS;HED




without the formal issuance of tran51t vigds. If Lurkey hasg. already

taken this position, it would nevertheless seem approprlate ‘at’ thig - -

time formelly to restate it to all Axls governments. Please- keep thar,
Department and Board advised. SRS

3. Tnere follows the substance of the pertinent portion of a
message to.Amembassy London: - - ) . ) . B
" QUOTE In further- response to message ‘from Bern, tha snb— o
stance of which is quoted above, this Government is prepared:
to advise the Hungarian and neutral governments that all Jews
arriving in neutral countries from -Hungary -will be afforded
havens in United Nations territory just as promptly as mllltary
considerations permit, neutral governments to bse given adequate'
assurances &s to the maintenance of such persons in the meantime-
and. to be requested to advise the Hungarian Government of their
willingness to receive such persons. Please endedavor to ascer—.
tain from the Foreign Office whether the Government of the
United Kingdom will join this Government in this attempt to save
lives. American missions in neutral countries are being instructed
to take appropriate action along these lines in collaboration with
their British. colleagues if possible, alone if necessary... Since
time is of the essence, British missions should be adv1sed of
Foreign Uffice views promptly. UHQUOTE :

Accordingly, you are requested to consult with yair British
collcagues and either in collaboration with them or alone; as the cir-
cumstances may develop, approach appropriate.officials of the Turkish
Government with the request that Turkey advise the Hungarian Govern-
ment that it is prepared to receive Jews released by Hungary and per-
nitted to go to Turkey. You may assure appropriate Turkish offlclals
that if Turkey so advises the Hungarian Govermment, Jews arriving in
Turkey from Hungary will be evacuated to United Natlons territory as
promptly as possible and that in the meantime the United States will
undertake to make arrangements for their maintenance and support-in’

Turkey. You should inform the Department and the Board promptlysof the»f.
results of your consultation with your British colleagues and.y' J ;
approach to the Turkish Government. X

PN ;here are a number of persons in enemy: controlled réa;
whom American visas were issued on and after July 'k, 1941y the date
wnen present existing procedures and securlty checks becams: effectlve,
who, by reasén of transportation difficulties and -the advent .of “wary”
were unable to make effective use of such visas. It is believed. that”
a large proportion of such persons are among those groups® subJect to
enemy persecution. In.the belief that tiae availablllty of new American
visas for aich persons may save their lives, the Swiss Government is .-
being requested to advise enemy governments that American consular

|




officers in neutral countries have been authorized to issue an immigra<
tion visa to any person to whom an Americen immigration vise was. issued
or for whom a visa was authorized on or after July 1; 1941, and who has |
been in areas controlled by Germany or any of Germany's allies since” .
December 8, 1941, provided that such person presents himgelf tg an.
Anerican consular officer in a neutral country and is found not to have
become disqualified for the issuance of & visa, - el
Accordingly, Americen consular officers in Turkey are hereby
authorized to issue new American immigration visas to any‘.such person -
to whom an American visa was issued or for whom such visa was authorized.
after July 1, 1941, provided that (a) such person other than a child
under 16 years of age is found upon telegraphic -reference’ to the Depart~
ment for security check not to be the subject of an adverse report
dated subsequent to the previous approval, (b) such person is not af-
firmatively found by the consul to be inadmissible into the United.
States under the law, or (c) the consul does not consider that the case
1s one wnich should be recommended for comsideration under the Committee
procedurs. : . -

Please advise appropriate Turkish officials of the foregoing
authorization and attempt to secure their prompt agreement to advise
enemy governments of Turkey's willingness to permit the entry into
Turkey, with or without transit visas, of all persons to whom American
immigration visas were issued on or subsequent to July 1, 1941. You
may assure such officials that any such persons so admitted will be
adequately malntained and that any who may be found not (repeat not)
to be qualified for the issuance of a visa will be evacuated. as promptly
as posgible. Detajiled instructions in connection. with the issusance of
new American immigration visas pursuant to the foregoing authority will
follow promptly. R - -

5. The foregoing measures represent an attempt ‘on the part of -
this Government to take advantage of the information contained in the
message from Amlegation Bern, the substance of which is quoted- above, ..
on various bases. The Board would appreciate any views that Hirschman-
may have with respect to any further action that might'be taken.i In ;
this connection, Hirschmann might consider, in the light of :-Departmentts -

627 of July 11, WRB's 78, and such information as'he may}have';hrbughf;1;"'

channels available to him, the advisability .of reguesting the Rumanian
Government freely to admit Jews from Hungary into-South Eastern -Rumani

pending their evacuation therefrom. Any views that Rirschmann may have
should be transémitted to the Board promptly. R ' :

6.- The instruction set out in paragraph marked-threé5aﬁdfé'i§

issued notwithstanding your 1287 of July 15.

STETTINIUS
Acting
(cLw) -
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o - ECC-195 4 Stockholm -
Distritution of - - : - DATED: -August 12. 1944
true reading only by N I C'D: 8128 : p.m.
special agrangemént; : ) v - L
W

Secretary of State
Washington
3074, August 12, 9 p.m.

WEB No. 71.

( : Following is substance of note dated August 11, received from
Foreign Office (re Department'a 1501, July 28 10 p.m. WRB 58).

Swedish Legation Budapest authorized issue Swedish visas Jews
holding American immigration visas issued on-or after July one, 1941.
Swedish Legations Budapest, Berlin instructed inform respective govern-—
i ments that effect.

- - ~

. ’ E JOHNSON

~

B S lel i




FROM: American E‘mbassy, A.nl'a.ra

- FUMBER: 1430

 DOCUMENT -
PARAPERASE OF- TELEGRAM RECEIVED

e - Secretary of ate, -lashmg—,t'onr
TAT=ED: Auzust 5, 1944 -

With reference to Devartment's cable 665, dated July 28, 1944,
following a consultation with my British colleague and af’céfr—,béing
zdvised tkat no instructions from London had been received by him-
on the subject, this morning I discussed the matter of issusnce’ S
of Turkish transit visas %o people in Fungary vho hold Palestinien -~ -~
certificates or American immigration visas which were issued on or
subseauent to the Tfirst of July, 1941, with the Secretary General . -
of - the Hinistry of Foreign Affeirs, During the conversation I re=
cuested naving ingtructions sent at once to Turkish Consular of-
ficers ir Pungary to issue Turkish transit visas to such people
without prior consultation with Ankera, In addition, I reguested
bim to have like instructions dispatched to the Turkish Consular - o
officers in Slovakia, Bulgsria and Rumenia, The reply of the . : ST
Secretary General was that he was sure his Government would be will-
ing to tske the measures recuested 1ruex11¢,t91j. It was his hove-

that the transmortation of refugees iron Yungary could be arranged
for in such a manner that they would go to Istenbul by vessel, from.
Surgas or Varna oreferably,

Witk respect to our assurance taat the U, S, would be willing
to arrange for the supvort and nmaintenance of refugees while in
Turkey, he declared that it should be of the most:aid to the -
Turkish Government at this time when a highly increased burden hasg L
been placed on the rallroads of Turkey as a result of the halting: i
of Turkish coastwise shipoing services, if the U, 'S, could nake ..~ !
arr iente So make available a few passenger cars bo the Turkish '
railroads from one of the Near Eastern nations, in order to zccel~
erate the transportation of refuzees, It 1s my strong recommenda=
tion that WEB and the Devartment vut forth every. endeavor :t0. cortmly
with this very reasonable reauest of the Government: of: ’l‘urlfe

Referring to paraaraph Mo, five, as reported in nr'bassy 8
cable 1365, dated July 25,-1944, Hirschmann has urged Cret anu
to persuade his Govprnment to issue, vithout limit, Rumani:
it visas to Jewlsh refugecs who are departing for Palestiné “fron
Fungary via Rumania, Cretzlanu advised Hirschmenn, in another:
conversation on this matter today that the Governient.of Ru:ﬂanla,
hog concurred in nrincinle to issue Rumanlan transit visas to
Jewish refugees densrting from Hungary, provided authorization. to-
srant tronsit visas to such people has been glven by the Tur‘.ci.,h
Governmant to thelr representative,.




Refer Embassy's cable 1391, dated July 30, 1944.. " Hirs¢hmann

has collaborated with the Jewish agency in obtaining prompt -isstance

of Palestine certificates, through the channel of the Swiss Legation. -~
in Hungaryard the Swiss Ministeér in Ankara, ‘to 8,200 Jewish Refugees .
in Hungary. This is with reference to paragraph 3. of the paragraph
numbered one. ] I S

KELLEY -
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DOCUME\!T
, P‘E&EIHASE OF TE'LEGP_A_v-tf SENT

Secretary of State, Washington.
: American Legation, Bern B

DATED: -+ Mugust 24, 1944 S

YO{SEZR: 2918
Cable to Minister Harrison and cCTe'l 1a.nd. from tne De'o
of State and the YWar Refugee Board, = . - -~

(1) Reference your 4983 of Aug,ust 3 Snctvon 2. It is-not the-
nolicy of this Govermment to deal in specific numbers You may
in Jodl‘ discretion, however, suthorize the Swiss ::oreiv'n ffice
to redly to imquiry of German Legatlon, Budanest, bJ reIe’r-rinF to
the position of this CGovernment as indicated by items 2 and 3 of
Departnent’s 2805 of Ju_J 28, WRB's 94, De'oarument's 2977 of
Auzmst 21, WHB's 122, &nd Denart*nant's ?657 of Aurast 2 and 1tem :
3 below, ’ -

(2) Totwitast pding recent develonments as indicated in’
wour 5197 of August 11, tris Goverameat intends to mursue further
the remorted offers ¢f Hungarian. suthorities as wr')11°1ed by your
24604 of July 19» -

() ACCordi =1y, nle'me reruest a.ﬂroprLate oJJ.cral- of the
Swiss Government to advise enemy- governnents, particularly. Germany’
and Hungary, thet Americen consular officers in neutral countries .
have been anthorized to issue an immisration visa to the alien L
hughand, wife, varent, and unmarried minor child of an Anerican’

citizen, and the wife and unmarried pinor child of an slien resi-
dent of the United States who has been in an area controlled by~
Germeny or =ny of Germeny's allles, provided % that. such person pre-
sents himself to an American consular offiger and is found not io
te disgqualified for a visa, At the sane time, ‘nleage atternt to
secure the promdt agreement of the Swiss' Government . to advi 86 -enemy
governments of Switzerl and's willingness to nernlt the entry-into
3witzerland of mersons falling within the ce begories deser bed
above, You may azssure Swiss officials that any. such nerson
mitted will be adecuately maintained and that any who nay be::
nnt to be cualified for the issuance of & visa will be evacu
as nromtly as vossible, Similar recuests aré bemg m(.de of :
Sueden, Snain, Turker, and Porituszal, R

{2) Ccms 1lar officers in Switzerlend are nereby authori ed
to issne immigration visas to any eolien who is the husband; wi:
parent, or unmarried minor child of an American cltizen: ond o1
wnose behalf nonouota or first preference. status has: oeea estabs
lished by the spproval of the Denartment of Justice of a 1)et1uian

filed by such citlzen relative, or vho is the \n.f‘e or: umnarrled




_ minor child of an alien 1awfullv admitted 1nto tnP Un*ted States—
for permenent residence and as such is. entitled to second Drefer—
ence immigration status, The issuance‘of vises is subject to- bhe
oroviso; however, that (a) such verson other. than a child under 16

vears of age is found wwon telegraphic reference to the Denartnentf,fjff

for security check not to be the subject of an adverse report-or ,'7,
to be oven to reasonable susvicion because of the circumstances of-
the case such as those attending the relsase of a male applicant -

of military age, (b) such person is not affirmatively found by tfe :
consnl to Be inadmissible into the United Siates under the law, or
(e} the consul does not consider that the case is ‘one- ‘chh should -
be recormended for consideration under the comrittee pnocedure.,,, B

Avpropriate private sgencies are being advise@ of«the'forsé
going so that the filing of npetitions by citizen and resident alien
relatives of victims of versecution nay De- expedited, the names of
persons whose status within the categories mentinned azbove is es~.
tablished will be cabled Yo you from time to time, If any versons -
witnin such categories should arrive in Switzerland after Su1ss
have advised enemy governments in accordance with item 3 zhove,
but »rior to any notification to you of the establishment of their
status, nlease advise Board promntly of their names and of. tAe names
and addresses of relatives claimed in the United Stutes., :

(5) P1ease ‘keev Dejwr tment and Board sdvised Q¢ any develon—
1ents in this nrozrem, Reference your 5042 of August 5 2nd your
248 of Ausust 12, - - -

Plezse express to M, Pilet Golaz the anprecistion of Denart-

nent ané Board, B )

Tnis ie WEB Bern Cable Mo,
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Distribution of true . .. Bern - kel
reading only by special : Dated December 16; 1944
arrangement, ﬁw) S 7 Rec'd 4352 p.m., 17th

Sécretary of State
Washington

8177, December 16, 5 p.m. (SECFICN ONE)

Department's 3844, Novemver 11 (WRB 269)

. 7 All lists mentioned have béen received and transmittedfﬁo
(¢ i Swiss with exception numoer 222 wnicn not yet received. However,
list bearing number 220 received but not mentioned by WRB.

Swiss note dated December 7 referring to contents second . 1 -
paragraph Department’s 2605 July 28 and third group of. lists :
rentioned Departmentt!s telegram under reference states that Swiss S ©

' ’ Legation Berlin has requésted that following be brought €0 Iega-" - '
tion's attention before Swiss representative notifies list to
German Government: -

B Judging from experience Swiss legation considers:thal - e DRI S
representations which it would make to German authdfities in this -
connection would contribute nothing to assure effective protection
to persons covered by Department's 2605 so long as they cannot
participate in American-German exchanges. It would appear pre-
ferable to refrain for the present from notifying to German Foreign

. Office these lists of non-exchangeable persons to whom the American
- Goverrment is prepared to extend its hospitality because communi- :
cation these lists could only create confusion prejudicial to. o
smooth conduct of negotiations for forthcoming American-German.
exchange. Inquiry is made whether, not withstanding foregoingy,
communication. of lists to German Govermment is desired. Taa

In another note also dated:December 7 -Swiss refer to-conténts .-
first sentence numbered part three of Department's 2918, August 24
{ and to first and second groups of lists mentioned Department's
3844, November 11 and transmit following observations of Swisg i
legation Berlin: . S T

American Legation by note dated November 21 (which trans-" .
mitted contents Department's airgram A-540 on November 9) gave .
notification that Department had established a sevsnth category. :
of persons entitled to participate in American-German exchangés. - -
that is, category G which includes wives and children of alien
residents of United States or of other American Republics. -

-
End—of Section—One/
HUDDLE : i
Y A Sr R :
A A».J.VX.J,/"{*:,.'ZE)}}‘-'F{ED :
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Secretary of State .
Washington B

8177, December 16, 5 p.m. (SECTION ™O) - .
(?) (2) (?) persons resident in United States in arr»sihgle' cate~

gory such as category and accordingly eliminate distinction’
established by Department’s 2918, - . -~ -

Owing foregoing Foreign Office inquiries whether persons
referred to.in said telégram could be assimilated to category G.
If this not possible it desires know whether Swiss Legation Berlin
may be authorized defer transmission lists to Germans uritil-nego—

tiations for forthqonﬁ.ng exchange are completed. ~ . ~

Question of authorizing Swiss entry visas individually or
collectively is still under consideration by federal police. In
preliminary discussion chief of police expressed grave doubt as - -
to protective value of authorizing Swiss visas to large number of

' persons whose present whersabouts is completely unknown and -whose: -
last addresses are several years old. . His experience with Qerman
pilice led him to believe that they would take very littles action
on basis of lists in question and in view of Jewish race of per-
sons concerned disclaim any knowledge as to their whereabouts.

- In view of Swiss Iegation's observations it appears to
legation that classification of persons as exchangsable would
afford a better possibility of according protection ‘that autho-
rization of Swiss entry visas: - - :

Legati on wishes also confirm receipt WRB lists Nos. 265, 269,
and 274 which already forwarded to Swiss. ILists Nos. 276, 277, .
27(?), 302, 303, 305, 306 and two lists both bearing No. 307 have’ .
been received and their transmission to Foreign Office will be ...
withheld pending Department!s observations to. comments ‘given above
/End Yessage/

. HUDDIE

" large portion at beginning undescipherable and’ serviced.

DTCLASSIFIED
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PARAPHRASE e:3) TELEGRAM SENT

:Secretary of State, Wash:.ngton a
- AMERICAN LEGATION, BERN - :
Lecember 30, 194,4.
4398

Board and Department agree with suggestions made in your -
8177 of the sixteenth of December. - In accordance with this, .
you are asked to advise the Swiss officials that 1ndividusls
whose names were or will be forwarded to you pursuant to- .
Department's 2605 of the twenty-eighth of July and 2918 of the -
twenty-fourth of August are eligible for exchange against o
German civilians under Department's 3082 of the sixth of
September and A-540 of the ninth of November as amended by =
Department's message mutber 4289 of the twentieth of December.
Although all of these individuals might be considered as bear-
ing "“documentation reflecting a right of admission into one of -
the Republics of the Western Hemisphere® for the sake of uni- ~
formity, they should be included under category G of Department's
A-540 as amended by Department's 4289 of .the twentieth of ;-
December. In the event the Legation or the Swiss because of
special circumstances prevailing in a given case find that any.
persons so named are entitled to classification in a higher
category, with reference to the Department such reclassification
is authorized.

We hope that under this procedure nothing will stand in
the way of the speedy transmission of the nameés g:wen in the
" lists in question to tha German officials. ’ : -

This is WRB Bern cable number 346 The forego:.ng is for
McClelland,

STETTINIUS

- D& bLAoSIFIED
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Secretary of State,
Washington, D. C.,

5043, December 9, J.l a.m,
{SECTION ONE OF TWO)

Receipt confirmed of WRB lists of ‘persons in enemy occupied
('7 . Burope who are close relatives of United States.citizens on:
: ’ whose behalf petitions for issuance of immigration visas have - S
been approved (Department's 2273, November 11, 8 p.m.). ,99,,100 R
102, 112, 113, 116, 222, 240, 248, 249, ' T

Relatives of resident aliens whose verification of last-
entry approved: 104, 108, 111, 221, 224, 237, 245, 246, 250,

l Persons to whom United States visas authorlzed en or after
| - July 1, 1941: 82, 87, 98, 103, 107, 232, 234.

- - A11 of above l:l.sts have been transmitted to the Forelgn
o ' Office with exception of 248, 249 and 250 which were received i
December 5 and are being typed preparatory to submission. - 1

This our 111 for WRB and Iver Olsen.

In conversation teday with Legat:_on member, Foreign Office
official stated no action taken to forward these lists to
Swedish Legaticns in countries concerned. Swedish authorities-
doubt such action would benefit intended beneficiaries.  Trans:
mittal of lists to Budapest Legation difficult because no de-

parting courier for 2 months and telegraplung list felt impra.cti—i
cal, .

( Following reason advanced to explain their réetention of s
lists: special measures taken during last months were by Swedish
legation in Budapest is doing everything

/End of Section One/ -
- . JOHNSON *

DECLASSIFTED
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Secretary of State, 5
Washlngbon. -

5043, December 9, 11 a.m. (SECTION TWO) =

possible to save and succor a large number of- Jews under a

special arrangement recognized by Hungarian Government.  Accord-
ing to last reports Sweden has about 15,000 Jewish proteges ‘under.
this program; 5,000 of these have protective: passports. . Swedlsh
authorities are loath to do anything that in any way cowld - -
Jjeopardize or retard this venture. They are of opinion that -
presentation of WRB lists to Hungarian Goverrment would have
unfavorable result and might conceivably damage their other Jew-
ish relief work. Swedish officials further feel that no practical .
value is to be derived by presenting lists inasmuch Swedish - -
Degat;\.on in Budapest sbtands ready to aid all Jews. who apply.

i Again as respect WRB lists of persons in France s Germany,

Czechoslovakia, Poland, et cetera, Swedish authorities after
consultation with Swedish Minister in Berlin are reluctant to -
submit lists to German Govermment as it is feared presentation
of names would adversely affect outcome of the rather large
number of special relief cases already being handled. ' It was
suggested by Foreign Office that perhaps Swiss Govermment:could
hand lists to German Government with recommendation- that
advantage be taken of this opportunity to send Jews to United
States., It was recalled by Foreign Office official ‘that Sweden
in August of this year informed German CGovernment that Sweden: is!
willing to allow entry into Sweden of any person to whom an . .
American immigration visa was issued on or after: July 1, 1944.
He further stated Sweden simultaneously with presentatlon of
lists by Swiss could repea’c this assurance. .

Legauion is not optimistic concermng posmblllt" of many '

benefits arising out of present procedure-and: feels med:.sh
standpoint and suggestion have merit. :

/End Message/

JOHNSON

DRCLASSIFTED
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2537 :
The following cable is WRB 270.
Reference your 5043 of Decen{ber,é.

We appreciate weight of Swedish arguments reported there-
in and would be inclined to accept them. But before-doing so,
we suggest that you draw the attention of Foreign Office to the
fact that, after having informed German Government in August
that Sweden is willing to allow entry of persons with American
immigration visas, there would appear to be a basis for Sweden
to follow this up by informing the Germans of the names of the

people concerned. Viewed in this light, our suggestion does

" not (repeat not) involve any new step.

"The problem mainly involves Jews and other Nazi victimg
in Germany and German-occupied territories other than Hungary.
In view of developments.in Hungary, we agree that transmission- .
of names of Jews still thers would be of no (repeat no) likely
benefit, but since many such Jews have been deported to other
Axis areas, the transmission of their names may still be benex
ficial. :

Board is inclined to -share your doubts as to . the effective~ -
ress of the suggested procedure, but feels that no (repeat no) '~
possibility of saving lives should be overlooked. R T

STETTINIUS
(GHW)
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 PARAPERASE OF TELEGRAM SENT .

FROM: . Secretary of State, Washington i
703 . American Legation, Bern - i
DATED: March 7, 1944 -

NUMBER: 770

The fact that you have had approaches through various channels .
from one or more of the Govermments of Bulgaria, Rumanid, and Bungary ~
and that you have channels through which messages can be conveyed to -
one or more of these Goverﬁmehts is borne in mind by the 'Départmenta

Wo inatruct you to convey through such chs.nnels to the Govern—
ments of Bnlgaria. Rumania, and. Hungary, or any. of them to which you
have such aecess, the following informatiom

At -the present time the Government of the United. States is aware
that these Governmenta are pursuing programs of persecuting thelr '
Jewish minorities and refugees of other nationmlities who have escaped
into their territories. The persecution consists among other forms
in sending such refugees beyond the borders of thelr ows countries
into Foland where they undergo various forms of cruelty and even
death, dictated by Nazi degeneracy. Still another form of persecution
conslsta In preventing the refugees from escaping to nsutral countries
whére their lives may be saved.

The Government of the United States 1is detemined to do everything
it can to rescus such unfortunates who arse in danger of losing their
lives and to find them havens of refuge. Any continuation by these ~
Governments of the execution of these policies of Hitlerite persecu~
tions 1s viewed with great seriousness by this Government -and will. be-
kept in mind. The President, in establishing the War Refugee Board,
recently restated unequivocably the position of the United States. L
Government in this matter. (Department's cable to Bern.of January ‘28,
1944 No. 201). The Goverrment of the United States tskes the view :
that thess Governments, as well as their subordinates .and’ functionari.es.
are fully responsivle for the actions of persecution committed .on their o
territortes and in the interests of humanity they- should: désist ime o
mediately. Moreover, they should be informed that in their own 1nte est.
they will be well advised to take advantage in the future of such. = -
opportunities as may be avallable to them to allow refugeses to depa.rt
across their borders into territories of any nehtral counbries which

‘may be prepared to receive them.

Tou are requesﬁed to try to ascertain throngh apprbpria.be Jch&n’nbls :
that the Governments in question have received the substance of this - -
message, and the results of the representations; if: any.




-

The foregoing inesség’e was rapeat;e-di %o ,G"aiiro'ifé MacVeagh as.. -
‘Greeic Series 37 and to Stockholm, Lishon, and- Ankara’ as the Depart.
ment's Cables No. 372, 713, and 177 respectively. oo

STETTINIUS
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The American Minister, Lisbon RS
T0: The Secretary of State, Washington =
DATED: - March 11, 1944 : s
RUMBER: 79

Through appropriate -channels the substance of the message cona
o tained in the Department's number 713 dated March 7 has beer. Launched
L and within a comparatively short time may be expected to reach both
the Bulgarisn and Hungarian Governments. Although it may sti1ll take

a fow more days to expedite 1t from here stéps are also heing taken to
Bee that it is conveyed to the Governmép.t of Rumania. C -

Although we have reason to belleve already that we may expect ;
b an answer in due course from the Government of Hungary, no such inti- -
mation has been conveyed as yet concerning the intentions of ‘the
Government of Bulgaria or of course of the Goverriment of Rumanla, with
- the channel of approach to vwhich we have not yet made contact. -

Thése anéwers will be sent to you as quickly as posrsibl'er when
and if we receive them. :

NORWEB

, - PTCLASSIFIED
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PARAPHRASE OF TELEGRAM SENT

T0; " American Legation, Lisbhon -~
FROM: Secrotary of State, Washington
DATE: April 12, 1944 2
NOs 1013

War Refugee Board. sends the following for the aﬁtehfion of
Minister Norweb. ) - ' :

- Your telegram of March 11, 1944 No. 779 is réferred,to herewith. -

The Swedish press carries reports that there has besn an intensi-
fieation of pressure by the Nazis on Hungary to strengthen the anti-
Jewish policy and to deport Polish and other Jews who have escaped to
Hungery, o : :

In view of the German military's reported operations in: Hungary,
we recuest that you again approach the chamnels to the Government of
Hongary that are availsdle to you and state again the position taken
by this Government and make it clearly understood that in-spite of -
the current pressure by the Nazis any action on the part .of the Hungarian
Government to infliect new and further persscutions or to eontinue: -
existing persecutions designed against foreign or native Jews or the
deportation to Germany itself or any territory controlled by Germany
of foreign or native Jews will be considered by this Government with
the graatest disfavor and will be taken into account at the.end of -
the war. TYou should also again approach the Bumenian Government
through the channels that are avallable to you and'inform'them'regard-_ -
ing the foregoing message to the Hungarian Government, explaining the '~
circumstances that the approach is based upon. . You should clearly . .’
intimate that in spite of any actions taken by the Nazis to'intensify -
the dsportation or other persecution of foreign or native Jews, which -
may result in military defeats of the Nazis or from either causes,: the
foregoing view will also be taken by this Government with respeét:
the Government of Rumanis. L B L ¥ P

(Uhsigneﬂ)

i
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Amlegation 7 Plain UL
Bern - October 7, 1944 - -
3461, Seventh ' R R S

The Department has recieved information indicating that orders . -
have been given to exterminate the Jews in three coheentratibn:éamps,
namely, Osswisein, Birkenau and FNaguss. Probavly aome 65,000 Jows
are involved. o B )

You are requested, through any channels available to you, to
convey to the German Representative at Bern that the United States
has this information. and further understands that the death order .
has been personally authorized by Himmler,.to be carried out by
certain other officiala. Direct responsibility for this proposed
erime is tims fixed, and 1f 1t is carried out appropriate COnB &
quences will follow in accordance with the declared policy of the

United States Government, and will attach to all participants.

Kindly report any developments in the situation as spc;i ras'r they'
become known to you. ’ SR

RULL, -
(swB)
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Secretary of State
Washington

4206, October 16, 7 pum. -

Substance of Department!s 2041, (ctober 12, midnight "(WRB's
105) has been communicated to Eric von Post, head of Political -
‘Department Swadish Foreign Qffice. (This is our 93 for WRB) and
he has undertaken to make every effort %o have the message con-
veyed to the German authorities, T :

i3

JOHNSON
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© Distribution of true
reading only by special
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Secratary of State,
Washington, D. C.

3149, October 14, 1 p_.r'n.'f"

This WRB 221 ,

Talcing steps through available channels'"cdnvey substanr':eryroﬁz;
telegram 2701, October 10, to German aGthorities Lisbon. Will.re-
port result later. ) ; : i

NORWEB
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FROHM: American Legation, - Dunlin

jiseH Secretary of State, Washington
DATED:  Jenuary 17, 1945

NUiBER: 9

In connection with the following message nlease refer to
Department's message of January 13, ¥o, 12, -

I an informed by 3External Affairs that in resvé&se to the ,—,;”7

inguiry made by Briscoe regarding the rumor that the Gsrmans in—'" -

tended to liquidate the inmates of the two camps in- ouestlon, tneJ
addressed inguiry to the Governmanu of Germany and then replied-as
follows to Briscoe, - o

Reply from the German suthorities. %o our ine
guirles avout the two camms, Oswiecim, and Fosg and
Birkenau, has now been received by us, The Geraans
state that the runmor that it is their intention to

exterminate the Jews in these camos is devoid .of all
foundation, is oure invention, and thet the inmates
of these camws would be evacueted if the camps were
to be abandoned, ’ e -

2n informed by Briscoe that he made no nublic su*teﬁent

he mkde no statcment on his own authority, bub that he
forwarded the above to London %o the Jewish agencies there,
this reason it seems thaet the statement in question is nerely
the reply of the Government of Germany to the inouiry of the Gov-
ernment of Ireland, which is voucned for by neltﬁer Brlscoe nor.
the Irish Government,

GRAY

F"T'fmrll.x SS]L ] lJD
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Dﬂ(‘U ’VlENT
PARAPHRASE OF. TEIEGR_A.Z’ SENT

FEOM:  Secretary of State, Washingbon
TO: American Legation, Dublin

DATZED:;  Jenuary 22, 1945
SUMBER: 20

URG'_.:.‘J EY

Fron Department and Wer Refugee Board

( Reference your 9 of January 17,

Pleass express to Irish authorities this Government's ap—
»reciation of their humane initiative in the matter of t‘;reauennd.
Jewish inmates of Ge"'m_n cemos,

I*x tais connection, Department and WEB would greatly apnre-.
clate it if Irish government could inform Germen Government thet
the renly of Germen suthorities %o Irdland has veen noted by the
Governnent of the United States, =nd ¥:is Government accordingly
emnects thot dewish and other survivors of these and other concen~ .
tion, detention and 1lzbor camms in Germany and Gembn-con.,rolled :
- i “territory will te kept alive ‘oJ German auth O"ltlDS. L : E f i’

In view of the nearness of Oswiecim and 3Birkenau to the :rqnt
it is urgent that the =bove comrmnication reach Germen authorities
with the zreatest wossidle speed, : sl e

. : ) STITTINIUS,

PSRN

DECLASSIPED |
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Dated Febrﬁa.ry 6—'
- Rectd 5:25 .p.m,*

Secretar" of Sta.te, )
Washington

26, Fnbrua.r-y 6, 2 D.m,

I have just received from Zxt ernal'Af*"airs {reference. oy
19, Januery 29,) the following inf omahon. Irish C‘.L-ar"e in .
Berlin made inquiry as instructed snd was informed that inmates " .-
of the two camps in question had been evacuated -t points in the o
interior, . Irl&xrenre:.entatlve, of course, makes no suggest:.on
as to truth or falsenood of this renly,

GRAY
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Secretary of State, -
Washington.

520, January 25, noon.
FOR WRB FROM MCCLELLAND

Substahce Departmeﬁt ts 368, Januarj :'22, was delivered in an '
urgent note to Federal Political Department on January 24.

HUDDLE
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ALTEGATION
BERS

127
The following for Huddle and: HcClelland'iS,WE5,Q35:5.:—

"In view of well-¥mown German practice of exterminating Jews
surviving in any aree previous o its evacuation, Depariment. and
VRB consider it necessary once more to draw attention of Swiss
and Intercross authoritles to the danger faced ov t e uE‘A’IiS’! SUr-
vivors in German-controlled territ tory. - :

Accordingly, 11: will be e*)‘ﬂ'et.‘,lated if you will V:Ls:l.t r\ewly,
zprointed Swiss Foreign Hinister and President of Intercross, and.
urge that coniinued efforis be nade fron now on to keep the. sur- :
viving victins of Fazi mersecution alive during the coming stages.
of hostilities in Burope, You should specifically mention in this
connection the three largest concentrations of Jews in Axis terri-
fory Imown to exist, viz, ILodz with 60,000 to 80,000 inmates,
Theresienstadt with 40,000 to 60,000 inmates, and camms near,
Tienna with 18,000 inmates, and you should 2lso menbion any other
localities or regions vhere Jews are believed by wou to survive,

In your conference with Swiss Foreign Minister .and Inter— .
cross President it should be made clear shat this Government con—
sicders that freguent and extended visits of Swiss Consuls and-
Intercross delegates to vlaces and reglons where Jews are concen—
trated constitute one of the most effective means of preventing
their further extermination, This method nroved -its-efficacy in
Budepest vhere, thanks to the presence of Swiss’ and Intercross
2ersonnel, many lives anner_r' %o have been saved, S

Furthermore, you stLla emohasize to norelgl Iilm ster a d.
Intercross President the mounting evidence of confuslon S
local German officizis & their increasing accessibil itv t B
nr-vcho‘o"lcal nressu_e spe‘ring to dlssuude them fro :

ore varticularly, in view of German consent toiperait Inter-.
cross ingvection and carc for Hungovisn Jelvs engaged in forded -

lebor in Germeny end Germen—occunied territory (encloqure 1 to
—7our despatch 10132 of December 6) please request i,nmedipts and




continuwing IY‘UPI‘CI‘OSS c.ct" n §o safegun_rd 11ve= of
group of Jews surv:.vu:g under Gerpan m_'l.e

Please endeavor 4o make éledr to Swiss and Intercross thah:{j-'
the activities suggested above: snould 'be ac oive y nursu.red as:. )
long as the danser continues,

Plezse advise Denartmenu a.nd .&'RB of Sw:r.ss and Intercross f" §
reac’clon. -

The following from WRB f‘or cClella.nd.'

It would be helpful if you 1neLuT'ec1 at "reouent 1n.tervels
wnat specific actlon Swiss 'And Intercross are taking to carry -out
the above s!“;est*ons. ’ ' -

In view of the situation ‘2g outlined sbove ard in view of . -
vour recent revorts indicating effectiveness of publicity and other -
forms of psychological pressure upon Gernan officials, you are re-
auested to make snmecial efforts through all chennels available %o
you to increase such pressure with a view to safeguaro_-n;, tre. lives
of the sarv~v1~1& chtrns of Fazi persecution, .

STETTINIUS
(car)
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FROM: AMERICAN IEGATIO‘\I BERN )
TO: Secretary of St.ate, Waghington -
DATED: January. 2’7, 1945

NUMBER: 581

The following is for WRB.

The substance of WRB'S message’ 350 has been brought to the at= -
tention of all competent authorities of Federal Political Depart= "’
See Department's
127 of the ninth of January. On the fifteenth of January, T took
the matter up with Minister Walter Stucki at this time in chargs
of Fareign Office awaiting assumption of duty of the Forsign Minis-.
ter (mewly appointed). Have approached Petit Pierre, and officials
of Foreign Interests Division. It is said by the Foreign Office .-
that official Swiss representatives have thus far not been able to

visit any of the three camps names Viz-Vienna, Lodz, Thereisienstadt.

. In addition, it fesls that there is considerable doubt of possibil-

ity of its representative making frequent or extended visits to
locations where Jews are concentrated unless it-can be satlsfactonly'
established that persons are there who legally fall under protection -
of Swiss, However, it is stated by the Swiss that every attempt
will be made in regard to this and they think that camps near
Vienna likely offer most favorable prospects as in that vicinity
there are numerous Swiss interests, The Zwiss will attempt to-take

- complete advantage for purposes indicated by you.

When interviewed on the matter by McClelland, President
Burckhardt ICRC assured him that committee purposed continue doing- =~
all in its power to aid in every possible manner Jews and other ]
surviving victims MNazi persecution still in hands of Germans,’
fore, ICRC is endeavoring to enlarge the number of its delegates
in Germany.
fort as the more competent and energetic men on spot as 1nternal con=
fusion increases in Germany the greater will be chance of 1nf1uanc1ng
officials of Germany and possibly dissuading them:from carrylng out
policies of extermination. : o

Shortly ICRC will report on extent of . supervision which it has: Do

been able to exercise over Hungarian Jewish deportees workirng :in = >
territory of Reich., Especially in the last six weeks this' super—:--
vision has been fairly sat:.sfactory in Austria but is probably less -
extensive within Germany.

, , DT A "ODQTED

There- .

Tt was urged by McClelland that ICRC continue this ef-. . il
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AMIEGATION
BERN

677 ’ :
The i‘ollcw:.ng for Fuddle and MeClelland is WRB 399.7

Refersnce your 869, 885, and 887 of Februa.ry 8, appreclate
your energetic steps,

In pursuing thenm fu.rther, will you please explain, with
special reference to your 887, that Department's 127 of January 9
had in mind indirect 1nfluence of Swiss consular officials ex~
ercised by their presence near places where Jews are concentrated
and such informal conversations which they could hold on the ‘spot
-rather than official acts of intercession. ’

GREW
(Acting)
(cmw)
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The following for Johnson is WEB 293,

In view of well-known Germen practice of exterminating Jews
surviving in eny area previous to its evacuztion, Department and -~
WHS consider it recessary once more to drew atbtention of Swedish’
euthorities to the danger ;aced by the Jewish SLIVlVOrs in German- "
controlled territory, .

Accorédingly, it wil; be appreciated if you will V‘Slt
Swedish Foreign liinister, and urge that cont*nuea efforts be made
from now on %o keep the surviving victims of ¥azi persecution’
alive during the coming stages of hostilities in Furome, You-
should svecifically mention in this connection the four largest
concentrations of Jews in Axis territory kuown o exist, viz,. s
Lodz with 60,000 to 80,000 inmates, Theresienstadt with 40,000 to

&0, 000 1hmates, camps nezr Vienna with 18,700 inmates, end camp -
Belsenbergen with 9,000 irmetes, and you should also-mention any
other localities or regions where Jews are believed Ly you to sur—
vive,

In your confererce with Swedish Foreizn Hinister it should
te nade clesr that this Government considers that freguent and ex—
tended visits of Swedish Consuls to places and regions where Jews
are concentraied constitute one of the most effective means of - -
preventing their further extermination, This metiiod »roved its = -
efficacy in Pudapest vhere, thanks to the vresence of Swe dish per—
sonnel, meny lives appear to have been saved. S

.y

iore particularly, in view'of large number of relicef
cels recently reaching camp Je“senber*eu, vith. the assistanc
Swedish YKCA and Red Cross, please urge upon these orbapizat :
tre desirabiliity of theéir delegates being stationed inlor sent on
an extended visit to that camp, to assist in the distribtution
such par"e1a, Tou may exilain informally that this sugsesti
made in the light of the above considerations with a wiew %o gaf i
the lives of over 9,000 inmates rewmorted .to be in Eelsene

thermore, please emvhasize to Foreign Hinister the mount-~
ting evidence of confusion among locnl German offi

iclals and thedir:
increasing accessibility to psychological vressure seeking ta: dis—
sunde then from executing exterminction policies ordered by. cer-

| DECTASS:




Please. endeavor %o mske clear to Swedes that- the act1v1tier
suggested above should be actively nursued as long as tLe danger 

continues,
Flease advise Deparﬁmenf,ana WRBiofVSQedish,feactién: :'
The following from WHB for Minisber Johnson,and 01Sé#;77—
Tt would be heloful if you inguired at freanent intevvals

2t specific action Swedes are taking o cerry eut the abave
sug;estlo ’

In view of the situation =g outlined sbove and in view:of
recent revoris indicating effectiveness of vublicity and other
forns of psychological vressure upon German officials, you are re-
quested to make special efforts through all chznnels available to
you to increase such nressure with a view to safegnarding the
lives of the surviving victims of ¥azi nersecution. .

N ’ STITTIEIUS - .
S (o)
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Secretary of State
Washingten

483, February 7, 9 p.m,

SECRET , . ] T R |

I have perscnally discussed briefly with Foreign Minister Gunther.
and several times at length with Von Post substance Department's 106,
January 19, 8 p.m. (WRB 293). Official Swedish reaction entirely: -
favorable but both Gunther and Post skeptical that Germans would be
in any way amenable to Swedish suggestions in this matter.  Full
memorandum of .our views was transmitted by Foreign Office to Swedish
Kinister Richert at Berlin who has replied that in his opinion ap= -
proach by Sweden alone to German Government under present conditions
would have cempletely negative results. Richert also reported Ger— )
man autzorities entertaining no requests by Swedes or others to. - K
visit these Jewish concentration camps. - Foreign Office then on - T
February 2 sent instructions to Swedish Ministers Berlin and Bern
to take up secretly with Swiss Government -and Vatican through Papal
Nuncio at Berlin suggestion that Sweden, Switzerland and. Vatican
make joint approach in this matter to German authorities pointing
out deep concern aroused by statements attributed to Goebbels in DAS
Reich on January 21 indicating lives of Jews in camps in extreme
danger and pointing out disastrous reactions on German reputatian
which would result if they come to harm., No reply -received yet from:-
Swedish Minister Bern but Richert reports Papal Nuncio considers such
approach not only useless but might under present conditions pro-- ==
ducé effect contrary to its intertions. Same opinion expressed by
Sviss Minister Berlin. : . - . R

Swedish Government keenly aware of dangers and:all- their implica=
tions. I was assured by Post that they. .are examining: every: possl-—j“ B
bility for useful action. Fact that Swedish Government has made::
these exploratory suggestions to Vatican and SWiss Govemment shou.l
be kept secrst and given no publlclt.y. :

There exists bare posslbillty Intercross mlght be able to take L .
some action., Richert expressed opinion it is only possible body R R’
which could be employed. : . :

J CHN SON

| DECLASSTFIED
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DEPAR"'!{ENT OF STATE

c Washington 25: D. Cg'
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Nd ) - February 21, 1944 . -

My dear Archbishop Cicognani:-

The Swedish press has recently reported that the present regime :
in Slovakia headed by Dr. Josef Tiso has undertaken the registration
of all Jews preliminary to. their deportation, It is further reported .
that there are about 15,000 Jews remaining in Slovakia whose deporta-
tion 18 being pressed by the German Government

President Roosevelt in establishing the Var Refugee Board clearly
announced the intention of the United States. Government to take every
action within its power to preserve the lives of those who suffer at
the hands of our enemies and to rescue those whose lives are in imminent
danger. -In furtherance of these humanitarian objectives wereérnestly
seek your good offices in presenting to the Holy See the request of the
War Refugzee Board which has full support of this Department that efforts
be made to persuade Dr. Tiso and his associates to refrain from further
alding and abetting the Nazis in their persecution of the Jews,

This Government views most- seriously and will take into account
in the future any part which Dr, Tiso or his associates may play in the
deportation and persecutions of the Jews in Slovakia.

In view of the urgency of the matter 1t is poseible that the Holy
See may wish to express simultaneously its own views on the threatened
debortations

Very sincerely,youréi'

His Excellency
The Most Reverend
Amleto Glovanni Cicognani
' Archbishop of Laodicea di Frigilae,
The Apostolic Delegate,
Yashington,
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This No. should be prefixed Febriary 26,1944,

to the answer

My dear Mr Stettinius.

Referring to your letter of February 21, 1944, and ny reply of
February 23, 1944, concerning.the welfare of the Jews remaining in’
Slovakia, I beg to inform you that I am in receipt of a reply from
the Cardinal Secretary of State on this question.

His Eminence, the Cardinal, states that he has interssted the

_ Papal Repregentative in Bratislava in the condition of these Jews. -
The Representative sent a communication to the Secretariate of State
to the effect that, although the present condition of the Jews in
Slovakia is indeed sad and st1ll uncertain, the census that was:
taken had only one purpose, the Investigzation of certain schlfic
-susplcions, Furthermore, according to a promise from the Presldent :
of the Republic, Dr. Jjosepf Tiso, the Jews will not be persecuted,
that is, will not be condemned to severs punishments, but will only
bs interned and will be. given opportunity and fBCLIiDiFs to withdraw
to some other country.

In bringing you this comﬂunication from the Apostolic Nuntiature .
in Bratislava I wish to assure you that the Holy See will continue
its interest in the welfare of these unfortunate’ people.

With highest personal .regard and sentiments of esteem. 1 beg to
remain -

" Yours very ‘sincerely,

(S1gned)
A.G, CiCOGNANL

" Archbishop of Laodicea::
Apoatolic Delegate
The Hanorable
Edward R. Stettinius, Jr.
Acting Secretary of State
Departments of Stute
- Waghington, D. C.
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OFFICE OF THE
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR-

April 3, 1944 - .

My dear A.rchbighop Cicognani:

This is to acknowledge receivt of your letters of March 35, and -
March 31, 1944, In reply, I wish to express to you, on behalf of .the
War Refugee Board, its deep apvrsciation of your speedy action in in-
voking the assistance of the Holy See, and the Board's gratitude to the
Holy See for its efforts to assist the suffering Jewa in Hungary and
Rumania,

I take this opportunity to draw your particular attention to the -
treatment of Jews in Slovakia, The attention of the War Refugee Board
has been drawn to a letter addressed by the Apostolic Delegation to . .
Dr. Maurice L. Perlzweiz, of the World Jewish Congress,.on February

- 26, 1944, ) Co A R

In this letter, it was stated that

"the Holy See has talten up the interests of these unfortunate
people, It seems that the census was made for the purpose of
investigating certain apecific suspicions, It likewise appears
that the President of the Republic has promised: that the JFews
will not be persecuted, that is, condemned to severe punishments,
~but will only be interned and will be given- opnortunity and
facilities to go to soms other country. -

"The Holy See will contlnue to take interest 1n the: sad. and
uncertain condition of these unfortunate people L

In view of this Government's deep concern for the welfara of the
Jews in Slovakia and elsewhers under Nazi domination; the War’ Refugee
Board is happy to note the assurance contained in-your letter :to:Dr,
Perlzweig regarding the interest which the Holy See takes:in-their :
condition, At the same time, the common interest which the Governmevt

of the United States shares vith the Holy See-prompts me to bring &
your attention the vliew that the assurances given by Dr. Piso to the i
Holy See, referred to in the aforementioned letter to Dr; Perlzveig,,
are not of & nature to allay any fears regarding the fate of Jews in .
Slovakia, :




Thus, the assurance that "the census was made for the purpose of
investigating certain spscific suspicions", is not without ambigulty
since it does not contain any specific indication as to the use ‘to:
which the information gained by the census will be put.

Similarly, the assurance. that Jews in Slovakia "will be given T
opportunity and facilitiss to go to some other country", s of un- B
certain meanlng since i1t is snsceptible to the interpretation that ..
Dr. Tiso and his associates contemplate the deportation of Jews to -
Poland or elsewhere, in accordance with the pattern and for the purpose
heretofore evidbnced in other countries under Nazi domination. EE

. Furthermore, the War Refugee Board would appreciate the clarifi-
cation of the meaning of the statement that "the Jews will not be per-
secuted, that is, condemned to severe punishments, but will only be - ..
interned." S .

It is the view of the War Refugee Board that no assurances from - -
Dr. Tiso and his assoclates could be considered adequate unless they -
include undertaklngs that Jews in Slovakia will not be persecuted,
and that under no circumstances will they be removed from Slovakia to-.
Germany or to any territory occupied by the German military forces
These observations are submitted in the earnest hope that they
may assist the Holy See in any conversations with Dr, Tiso or his .
assoclates proceeding from the Devartment' of State's letter of February
2lst last to the Apostolic Delegation with respect to the Jews in
Slovakia,

Very sincerely yours,

(Signed)

J. W. PERLE

J. V. Pehle
Executive Director

His Excellency
The Most Reverend
Amleto Giovanni Cicognani,
Archbishop of Laodicea di Frigia,
The Apostolic Delegate,
Washington,
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April 25, 1944,

Mr, J.W. Pehle.
Executive Diractor
War Refugee Board
Washington, 25, D.C.

Dear Mr. Pehle:

Referring-to your letter of April 3, 1944, and my reply of
April 4, 1944, I wish to inform you that I have received a reply. - . B
to my commnication to the Cardinal Secretary of State to  the effect
that Monsignor Burzio, _Charge d' Affair of the Vatican, has beén

directed on acting for the interests of the Jewisn ueopln in Slovakia. : 

When xurther information about this matter is received, I shall
impediately forward it to you.
Wlth sentiments of esteem and every Dest wigh, I remain

Yours very sincersely,

(Signed) .
A.G. CICOGNANI

Archbishop of La,o,d.ic:a'a;
Apostolic Delegate
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- No, 581/42 Sy
‘This No, Should be Prefixed to the Angwer

ﬂ!rﬂfﬂ!!¥'ﬂ!ﬂﬂ!!!!llii-v
Mr. John W, Peahle
Executive Director

"War Refugee Board
Washington, 25, D.C.

My dear Mr. Pehle:

Eeferring to your esteemed latter of April 3,_1944,7regardingjr¢;‘,
treatment of Jews in Slovakia, I beg to inform you that I have * -

1 from the Cardinal Secretary of State rela-
tive to this matter, I am informed that the Apostolic Hunciature = -~
in Slovakia has notified the Holy See that competent civil authori- -
‘ties in Slovakia have glven assurances to the effect that the Govern-
ment absolutely has no intentions of taking other measures against
the Jews in that country, and that the question is considered -ag
definitely settled, T

Confidentially, the Apostolic Nunciature adds that, despite
assurances, the Possibility of new reprisals cannot be -excluded,
Holy See will continue to interest . itself in the welfars of these
Jews and will do everything within its pPower to protect and agsist
them, ’ L s

With sentiments of esteem and highest personal.regard; i”fe@ainf
Yours very sincerely, '

(Stgnea) =

A.G. CICOGNANI o

Archbishop of lacdiced =
Apostolic Delegate - ..
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My dear Archbishop cricrognani:: ' :

Referring to Mr. Stettinius'-letter of February 21, 1944, and -
my letter of April 3, 1944, with respect to ‘the plight of “the Jews
in Slovalda, I regret to report that information reaching the Boardfs & -
representative at Bern indicates that the authorities in"Slovalda = -
are now resuming the forced deportation of Jews. Lo

Since, however, the reservation contained in penultimate paras:
graph of your letter of May 24, 1944 (yourNo. 581/42) has been borne'
in mind, the -renewal of deporta‘biops by Dr. Tiso and hig associates
"has not been altogether unexpected," Nevertheless, the resumption of .- .
deportations by them makes it appropriate, for.ths Beard to reiterate . -’
that this Government views most seriously and will . take into account -
in the future any part which Dr. Tiso or his associates-have . played
in the deportation or other persecution of the Jews in slovékig,

Wo are advised that Caral Sidor, a menibezf of -Dr. '_IiSQ'sxén—"._‘
tourage may yet be at Vatican City. 1 express the earnest hope that -
the Holy See may find it appropriate to inform Dr. Tiso f{;h:jotx’gh,}ﬂz-._,

Sidor or other wise of the views of this Government, 7
Very sincerel’j ybu;"s;, '

(signed) -
J. W. PEHLE

Jo W. Pehle- il
Executive Director:

His Excellency,

The Most Reverend,

Amleto Giovanni Cicognani,
Archbishop of Laodicea di Frigia,
The Apostolic Delegate, N
Washington, D, .
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- - September 23, 1944 - - .

My dear Mr. Pehie:

) I wish to acknowledge your estesmed commnication of September -
21, 1944, informing me that according to reports reaching the War-
Refugee Board the authorities 1in Slovakia have resumed the forced.
deportation of Jews, ’ ’ ) . ’

1 shall inform the Holy See without delay regarding the attitude -
of the Government of the United States in respect to all ‘authorities
responsible for -such deportation or other persscution of Jevw in-
Slovakia, and I trust that appropriate representations will result -
in some benefici'al'changé in the situation.. Lo -

For your confidential information I way state that Justrrin thege
deys I have received from Vatican City o delayed despatch, dated May

20, 1944, in answer to a particular request for news of certain Jowigh - :

persons interned at Theresienstadt, Bohemia,  When the matter was
presented by the Apostolic Nurcio in Berlin to the German Foreign
persons ‘involved
could not grant the Tequest: to furnish
news of them, The Holy See informa me that in.all similar cages it
has been impossible to obtain any positive result in dealing with the :
German authorities, o S 3

With the sssurances of my highest consideration and ‘gf Ty desp
personal regard, I remain e - Lo

Yours very sincersl 9
v L

(Signe’d) ‘
A.G. CICOGNANT ‘"

Archbishop of Léodicéé S
Apostolic Delegate
Mr. John W, Pehle

Executive Director, War Refugee Board
Washington 25, D.C.
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APOSTOLIC DELEGATION -
United States of Americs

Mr. J. W. Pehle
Executive Director

" War Refugee Board

Washington 25, D.C.

My dear Mpr. Pehie.

I have just received from the V.

State a response to the radiogram

of September 23rd, I despatched regarding
tion of anti-Jewish measures by the Gover

B ;'1136' o
DOCUMENT

October 2, 1944 = -

which, &= I advised in-my lettérzrj

informed that, even prior to reeelp :

- these reports, the Holy See inmediately mads r
» and at the same time
their work of relief on behalf of the -

the Slovakian Government
of Slovakia to increass
victims of racial -discrimination.

Myron 6. Taylor, has been duly ad¥ised of the st

remain

exhorted the Bishops

In addition, HisiExceilency, Mr,
eps thus taken. -

‘With sentiments of esteem and with every besst wish I

Sincereiy yours,

(Signed)
A. G. CICOGNANI =~

Archbishop of Laodicea
Apostolic Delegate
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APOSTOLIC DELEGATION 3339 Massachusette Avenue.: -
United States of Amertca thhingﬁéﬁ.'ni?c;;j:
Mr. J.¥. Pehle o " October 14, 1944.

Executive Director
War Refugee Bosrd
Washington 25, D. C.

Dear Mr. Pehle:

I have received the following communication from the -
Secretariate of State, Vatican City: The Holy &ee has continued
its efforts in favor of the Jews in Slovakia, According to the:
= Apostolic Nunciature in Bratislava, on October 5th the Minister
of Foreign Affairs notified the German Legation that the Slovak
Government could not consent to the deportation of Jews since they. .
- &re under the protection of the Constitution and Laws of Slovakia.

Likewise, Mr. Carcl Sidor wrote as follows to the Vatican:
Jews having American citizenship, who have asked the protection of the
Slovakian Goverrment, have been gathered together and are living in , o
e castle at Marianka where they are protected by Slovak police., - . '*i]

Referring to your letter of September 21, 1944, I wish to.
say that the Secretariate of State assures me that your message for:
Dr. Tiso has been transmitted to the Apostolic Nunciature in Bratislava.

Any further information that I recelve concerning thése.
matters will be forwarded to you immediately. :

With sentiments of esteem: and every best wish, Irrémainr'

( Sincerely yours,

(S1gned)
A. G. CICOGNANI

. ' Archbishop of Laodicea
: Apostolic Delegate
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" United States ofJAmerlca

Mr, J. W. Penle
Executive Director
War Befugee Board
Washington 25, D.C.

-Dear Mr. Pehle:

. I wish to convey to you the substance of a—mesaagé,iéce@t;y
received from the Sebretariate of State, Vatican City: L

The Apostolic Nanciature in Berlin has been directed
N ' to take further and insistent steps with the German
: ~ Government to permit Jews interned in Germany, especial-
- 1y those from Lithuania, to receive packﬁges-containing
food and clothing. - ) o

The Apostolic Funcilature in Bratislava has been directed

to insist anew with President Tiso in the neme of the Holy
Father, who indicates the obligations incumbent upon him
as a priest, that he act to vprotect the rights of Jews in
Slovakia and to assure them of just and equitable treatment.

With sentiments of esteem and every best wish, I
remaln

Sincerely yours,

( 7 o (Signed)
A. G. CICOGNAHI

: Archbishop of Laodicea.
; The Honorable . 4postolic Delegate -

Edward R. Stettinius, Jr.
Under Secretary of State
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FROM: Amerlcan Delegation, Vat:.can City -
TO: Secretary of State, Hash:.ngton e
DATED: December 1, 1944 ’
NUMBER: 393

See number 56 from the Department of the twenty s:.xbh oi‘ October -
and 64 of the eleventh of I\ovember. - L '

B

In raply to my commumcatlon a note dated the *bwenty s:l.xt.h of :
fiovember from the Vatican states that unfortunately Nunciatore in
Bratislava has not been able to secure dasta concerning the whereabouts
of 400 Jews who were, 'in fact, transferred to Germany toward the . :

middle of October from Slovakia. On being questioned repeatedly by
Nunclatore and local representa.tlves of International Red Cross Com--
mittee, the Slovakian Government invariably resporded that it was
1gnorant of the current. whereabouta of these 1v1d1v1duals.

In addition, the Vatlcan note states that Holy See has 1ately

" renewed its appeals through Nunciatore to Slovakicn Government that
the Jews in Slovakia be treamted in a humene and Christian manner and
has approached tae Slovakisn Legation here in same sense expressing

- the regret that removal of Jews should have occurred conirary to as-
surances given before.

The Vatican note finally states that the Holy See will contimue
to do everything possible to relieve those suffering because of their
race in the future, as in the past. L

TAYILOR
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| Miren 24 1944

My dear Archbishop Cicognaxﬂ.} )

,There i herewith tmﬁsnitted a copy of the statement issued today -
by President Boosevelt, R R

Recent svents have brought new tragedy to millions of people in
Hungary and Bumanla, The occupation of these countries by German mili-
tary forces will spell added persecution, if not transportation and
death, to nearly two million Jews unless ‘the people and such native
rezines as may continue to exlst take measures to protect them, Conse-.
quently, the War Befuges Board earnestly seeks your good offices in
presenting to the.Holy See the suggeéstion that action by the Holy See,
through the Nunclos or otherwise, may be effective %o foster and facil- -
itate the adoption of such measures of protection. The War-Refugee
Board is cognizant of the Holy See's deep interest in the welfare of
these unfortunate people and ventures to hope that the Holy See will be
able to take all appropriate action, - ’

Very sincerely yours, -

(S1gned)
J. W. PEHLE

J, W. Pehle EAEEE RN
Acting Bxaecutlve Director .

His Excellency
The Most Reverend
Amleto Glovanni Cicognani, :
Archbishop of Laodicea di Frigla,
The Apos¥olic Delezate,
Washington,

Enclosure [Omitted, - Ed.]
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APOSTOLIC DELEGATION
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

3339 hbssachnseéts Avenue
Washington, D. C. :

March 31, 1944 -

My dear Mr. Pehle:

In reply to my recent communication to the Cardinal Secretary .
of State, Vatican City, mentioned in my letter to you under. date of
March 25, 1944, I received the followinz messaget

" The Holy See has taken advantage of every possible occasion to
bring assistance to suffering Jewish people., Sometime ago ‘the
Apostolic Nuncios in Bucharest and Budapest were called upon to .
interest themselves in the lot of unfortunate Jews in Rumania and
hungary. The Appeals to these Nuncios have been repeated from time"
to time and now further insistent recommendations are being made by
the Holy See, although, sad to say, no great assurance can be given
that they will succeed. . : o

If other information regarding this matter reaches me, I shall
notify you at once. . .

With assurance of highest personal regarde and with sentiments T
of esteem, I remain

Yours very sincerely,

(Signed)
A, G, CICOGHANI

Archbishop of Laodicea
Apostolic Delegate
Mr. John W, Pehle

Bxecutive Director
War Refugee Board
Washington, D.C,
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TAOM:  Secrétary of State, Washingbon
TO0: Apericen Legation, Bern
DATED:  Hay 26, 1944

LUMBER: 1819

‘For American Renresentat:.ve Harold H T*ttman, Jr,, Vatica.n
City,

Please deliver tqe following message :E‘rom the Government’ of
the United States to the Cardinal Secreuary of State:

) "The wave of hate which has engnlfed -uU?ODe and the conseguent
nass persecution, enslavement, devortation and slaughter of help= -
less men, women, 2nd children have, we know, sorely grieved His
Holinegs, We know also trlat His Holiness, with great compassion-
for the sufferings of -af large vortion of manikind has labored unceasing-
1y to reinculcate a decent regard for the dignity, 5F man, So, %oo,
we know of His Holiness! tireless. efforts to alleviate the 1ldt of
the persecuted, the hunted pond the outcast, His Holiness, we are’
certam, ig avare of the'&(‘an seling of abhorrence which the per-
secutlons, mass devortstions, opslavemenis and slaughbters in w*"‘I'e.m:;e,
Germany, Poland, Czechoslovaizizdi the Balkans, Worwey and elsewhere
have aroused in the Americen neovle, lils Holiness, we ere confi-
dent, is 2lso aware of the deep concern of the Government of’ the
United States with respect to these reversions to usages o ancient
barbzrism, and of its constant efforts to nrevent taeir recurreace,

In view of the common concern of the Foly See znd the Govern=:
nent and people of the United States with such matters, we believe
it anprooriate to call to the Holy See's attention the seemmvl_,r
authentic reports that the vresent authorities in Hungary have
underisien to persecute the 200,000 Jews in Hungary merely. because
they are Jews, and are nlanning their mass slaughter both in
Fungary and after devortation to Poland, The CGovernment of the .’
United 3tates has warned the authorities and people of Hungary of
the rmeterlel consequences that will follow the perpetration of” such
inmman acts of barbarism, We believe, however, that it is both-’
timely and fitting that the Hungarian authorities and peonle should -
be reminded of the moral wvalues involved and of the spiritual conse- :
cyences that must flow fron *ndulgence in the nersecubtion and mass=
curder of nelpless men, women and cnildren, To that end we earn~ -

K est that Hig Holiness may find 1t appropriate to express”
nimself onthis subject to the amthorities and vneople af Hungary, -
nersonally by radio =nd through the Yuncio and clergy in Hunzary
as well as through a representative of the Holy See snecially des-

patched to Hungary for that ourt iolinessy—w eply hovey

-DECLASSIIR D
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,A.‘PO.:TOLIC DEL EGATION ' . 39 Hassacnusetts A' o
L UNITED SMHS OF AIFRICA E . Wash:\.n ton, 8, D
Mr, John W, Penle  July 7, 1944

Executive Director -

War Refugee Board’ )
Executive Office of the President
Washington 25, D, C, )

¥y dear Mr, Penle:

- In recent weeks I have had vm'ious requestg from Jewish org'"li-, .

zations and individuals asking me t6 seek the intervention of the -
foly Father in behalf of tae vergecuted Je.-rs of -mngary. ’

I communicated these zppeals to His Eninence, the Cordinal ‘,
Secretary of State, stressing the desiretility of public action in
order -that the Bishops, clergy and laity of Hungary would cooperzte:

to impede the massacre and versecution of the Jewish Donulatlon of -
that country,

His Zminence now replies that the Anostolic Nunciature in

‘Budapest has been carrying on an intense activity in behalf of ’che

non-Aryzn Hungarians,. and in every vay is seeking to aid and-to
nrotect them, ’

On Sunday, June 25th, the Holy Father addressed an open tele-
Zram to Regent Horthy o voice his personal zopeal that the Regent
do everything possible in favor of the fiany unforitunate persons who:
are suffering tecause of their race or nati Onulit.f,

The Regent responded to this telegram, glving assurance trxat :
he will do everything in his power to cause the demsnds of humazll—
tarian and Christian principles to prevail,

I have already commnicated thé substance of. this letter to, ;
tie Union of Ortuodox Radbis of the United States and Canada, t6°
the Zmergency Committee to Save the Jewish People of Zurope, and -
to the Eonorsble Josevh Y, Progkauer, President of The America.p .
Jewlsh Copmitiee, il

In each instance I have requested that no ")U.Dliciuj we piven =

to the foregoing lest unt1ne1y nublication prove a detriment. to uhé e

wors of the Holy See for the cause of the Jewish peovle of Eurone.

I te_fe this occasion to assure you thet the Holy:Father ner-—r'
sonally, the Holy See and 1t<; Aenresentatives throughout Euro*)e




S will coﬂti:nue to “take every 'oosslble measure to lessen -and. 'bo im—-
pede the Dersecution of the Jewish peovle, and I-ardéntly trust
that their eﬁ‘orts will be prouuctivs of beneficia_ results.

¥With the assurances of nmy highest cons derat:.on and. of my'
deep nersonal regard, I remain e A .

Yours vez‘y ‘sincerely

(51zn ed.) o

A, G, CICOGNANT
Archbishop of Lacdicéa -
Apostolic Del egate

P, S, Just now I have received your letter of July ’7 194_:4, which
I believe answered by the foreg01ng. AG-C
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APOSTOLIC IELECATION = . - 3339 Massachusetts Avemus
UNITED STATES OF AMHRICA . _ . Washington 8, D. G,

My dear Mr. Pehle:’

in further reference to my letter of July 7, 1944, concerning the
plight of the Jewish peopls in Bungary, I am pleased to inform you -
that I have received anothar commnication on the subject from Eig
i Eminence, the Cardinal Secretary of State, Lo
His Eminence states that according to a commmication of July 15, .
1944, from the Apostolic Nunciature inm Budapegt, the pergonal appeal of -
the Holy Father to Regent Horthy has lead Lsig/ the latter to assume &
pore determined attitude of ‘opposition to the. racial laws, Likewlge -
the members of the Catholic Hierarchy were encouraged to earry on a’ =
ho more intense actlivity in favor of victims of racial laws. ) -

1t seems that the G'ovarnmentrof Hungary haa now givnii iassuranco to
- " His Eminence, Gardinal Seredi, Primate of Hungary, that deportations of -

Jewish peopls will ceage. The 4Apostolic Funciaturs adda that in fact
the whole ractial. situation ia somewhat improved,

With the ;5surancea of my highest conslderation, and of my deep:
: personal regard, I remain K - Coe

Yours vei'y sincerely,
(Sigmed)

“A, G. CICOGNANT

A. G. Cicognani

Archbishop of Laodicsa
Apostolic Delegate

-

Mr, John ¥. Pehle,
Executive Director,
War Refugee Board,
Washington 25, D,C.




EXECUTI\?PSPN%F THE PRESIDENT

7 WAR REFUGEE BOARD
Y - . WASHINGTON 25, ,D-, C.
: October 20; 1944

Lo
o
F=)

OFFICE OF THE
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

My dear Archbishon Cilcognani:

As you are undoubtedly aware from the vress, the Jews remain~
ing in Budapest and other parts of Hungary under German control,
variously reported to nurber between 200 000 and 300,000, are once
more threatened with imminent devortation z:nd cxec.tn.

The situation in those areas is now such 'c.‘f\.at it seems unlllrelJ
that avoroaches to the Hungarian authorities would have any benefic-
ial effect, On the other hand, the Board feels.that a oublic ap-
peal broadcast by the Holy See to the people and clergy of Zungary,
urging then to 21ld to the utmost of their zbilities the tem ¥
concealment of Jews end to ownose devortation and e\teminr,tion,
may well save neny lives, -

In bringing this suzzestion t5 vour atsent the Zoard: is
that you will u:r;‘entl_/ Jr'me'vt it, wi m- favor-
ommendation, to the Holy See, waiich Eis

and Your Zzecellency nave s‘*‘nm in the nast iA the cause
wless Jeuc of Fungary nmakes us hopeful that, in te ores—

12T,

viOIl we nay once more have JO’LJ‘ C‘eﬂ.erous coonera

-Very sincerely yours,
1 BN

(Signed)
J, W, PZIE

J, W, Penrle .
Executive Director

His Excellency

T-e lnat Reverend

Anlets Glovenni Cicognani
Arcibishop of Laodicea &1 Frigla
The Anostolic Delegate
Uashington
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DOCUMENT,

DELEGATION L . 3339 hessa.cnusetts Avenue -
ates of America - - . “Wasl inﬂ'ton., D, G, :

:VI-Io{remb er 4, 19“:4-

¥r, J, W, Pehle .
Zxecutive Director
War Refugee Board
Washington, 25, D, C.

De=zr Hr, Pehle:

I wish %o acimowledge vour letier of Hovember 2, 1944, and I
assure you that I haove slready Sransmitted toe substance of your
commnicaiion -to the Eoly See by radiogram, I am sure that every—
thing possible will be done for these- Jews, N

I.taxe this occasion to enclose a memorandum containing a mes-

‘which I have just received fron the Vatican ralotﬁve toractivi-

in fovor of the Jews in Fungery, - N -
esteem and every best i-:ish, I renain

‘Sincerely wours

(signes)
A, G, CICOGNANI

Archbishon of Laodigea :
Apostollc Delegate




CUEBMORAYN

In resuvonse %o numerous anneals Trom various sou.rcps the Holv
See, through the Secretariate of State, Vatican City, ‘had trans- :
‘mitted the following definitive comnum.catlon relatlve to actlv* tv
in favor of the Jews in Hunzgery: . :

Whenever reoorts, that the 51’c1.at10n of the J ews in .Iu'ngel,‘y' :
was becoming worse, reached the Holy See, steps were imn edia’ce’ly,:',
taz:en to assist these peovle znd to alleviate their condition,. The

Eoly See gives assurance that it will con tinue t“-act in favor of
these Jews,

Following instructions from the Holy See the Avsostolic Tuneis~
ture in Budavest has repeatedly intervened with the Yungarian :
Aukhoribies so that violent and unjust measures would not be talken -
against the Jews in that country. The Bishops of Hungary have en-
geged in. intense activity in favor of persecunted Jews, - The action
on tne part of the MNunciature and the Bishops will continue as long

- as it is necessery, .

The twenty-ninth of October was desiznated as & of 1
for refugees by His Zninénce, Cardinal Seredi, Archbishos of
Strigonia, The Holy Father took $his occesion to & mersonal, onen

. telegranm %o the Cardinal and in thig communication His Holiness
azein manifested his heartfelt intere: £t in nromoting the welfare of
211 those who ars exmosed o violence and narsecution becanse of
their race or religion or onaccount of political mtlves,

The ghove communication clearly indicates fhe attitnde of the
Eoly See relative to Jews suffering in Hungery and. gives the assur—
ance that the Holy Father will in the future, as he has in the past,
do everything mossible in favor of these neonle, whether they be in
Hungary or in any other Muropean country,

Ylovember 4, 1944,

Yachinzton, D. C,
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| OFFICE OF ..

THE UNTER SECRETARY OF STATE- - -

C
o
P
I ¢

WASHINGTON

February 5, 1944

Dear ¥r. Pehle: ,
Mr., Jom Rnséeil, Second Sec;-etary of the VB!ritish Elpbassy;:
has just called at the Departme.nt énd left m.th us the,atfac'hed V
copy of a telegram dated Ja};uary 25 sent to thé'British E:nbassy :
) rhere by the rBriiv'.irsh Foreign Office. You will note that a z{eply .
» is requested and we should greatlsr:appr'eciafa the ad:vijée' ;f t}_xe"
War Rei‘ug;éé Board as to the réply. |
With besﬁ wishes,
Sincerely yrours,—' :

(Signed)
HAYDEN RAYNOR

Hayden Raynor,
Special Assistant to
the Undexj Sacretary

Enc,

Mr. John W. Pehle,
Acting Executive Director,
War Refugee Board,-
Treasury Department,
" Washington, D. C.




[Enclosu:erﬂo. 1 to - T
letter from State Departmenty].

Executive officers of World Jewish Congress in London have for = .
some time been pressing us to give favourable consideration to & -
proposal that United Nations should issus-a new declaration concern- -
ing continuing execution of German policy of externinating Jews in Furops.
They have recently reverted to this rroposal and.in favour of it have
maintained that deportation of Jews from Greecs, Bulgaria, France. and
other parts of Purope and their mass execution in Poland are being
systematically continued and that situation of Jews remaining in occupled
territories and satellite countries is becoming increasingly perilous.
They maintain that omission of any specific reference to crimes against
Jews from Moscow declaration on Garmasn atrocities has caused despest’
anxiety and disappointment among Jews throughout world.

2. H. M. G, are not in favour of issue of any new declaration specif-
i¢ally - concernsd with atrocities against Jews, their attitude in-
matter was made clear in their declaration of 17th Dec. 1942. :‘Thére.
is nothing that could now be added to that declaration and it seems
unlikely that any repetition of 1t would dbe any more successful than
was original declaration in restraining Germans. There is - 1ittle
evidence that 1942 declaretion perceptibly lessened persecution of
Jews. - On contrary it seemed to indicate to Germans a means vhereby
they could distress and embarrass Allies while among Jews it raised

hopes and expectations of far-reaching action whose fulfillment has - . ..

in circumstances of war proved impossible as U.5.G. will be aware
from their experience at Bermuda conference and after. World -Jewish
Congress may be moved in part by a desire to secure from Allies some
statement which they could represent as constituting a measure of |
recognition of separate national status for Jews. L o

3. Since however World Jewiéﬁ Congress is mainly American ‘in ingpiia—

tion and in view of pressure which they will doubtless -sesk to. bring*
to bear on U.S.G. in election year, we should prefar, before turning

down present proposal, to have an indication of U.SiA.'s views ana - | -~

1f possible eome assurance that we may count upon @hélrfsﬁpppgtﬁ,ghbﬁid:
a similar request be made to them, - T ; i




UNTTED NATIONS DECLARATION

. December 1'7, 1942 j",;rr’r N

' The attention of the Belgian, Czechoslovak, Greek, Luxembourg, .
Netherlands, Norwegian,  Polish, Soviet, United Kingdom, United o
States and Yugoslav Governments and also of the French National - -
Committee has been drawn to numercus reports from Burope that ..
the German authorities not content with denying to persons of .-
Jewish race in all the territories over which their barbarous
Tule has been extended, the mogt elementary human rights, are
now carrying into effect Hitler's oft-repeated intention to
exterminate the Jewish people in Europe. - -

From all the occupied countries Jews are being transported -
in conditions of appalling horror and brutality to Eastemrn .
Furope. In Poland, which has been made the prinecipal Nazi .
glanghterhouse, the ghettos established by the German invader -
are being systematically emptied of all Jews except a few highly-
skilled workers required for war industries. Nome of those taken
away are ever heard of again, The able-bodied are slowly worked
to death in labor camps. The infirm are left to die of exposure
and starvation or are deliberately massacred in mass execution.
The number of victims of these bloody cruelties is reckaned in
nany hundreds of thousands of entirely innocent men, wamen and
children. ’ ’ -

) The above-mentioned governments and the French National
Committee condemn in the strongest possible terms this bestial
policy of cold-blooded extermination. They declare that such .=
events can only strengthen: the resolve of all freedom=loving - i
peoples to overthrow the barbarons Hitlerite tyranny.. They = =, -
reaffirm their solemn resolution to insure that those responsible -
for these crimes shall not escape retribution,: and to press on’
with the necessary practical measures to this end," E

v
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" OFFICE OF THE
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Dear ¥r, Stettinius:

Reference is made to your letter of Feb:mary 5 enclosmg a’
copy of a telegram dated January 25 from the British Foreizn 0f=- -
fice to the British Embassy here, concerning the issuance of 2
declaration regarding Eitler's extermination of the Jews of
Burope, The advice of the War Refugee Board is reguested, - -

There are of course two important phases of carrying out the:
announced policy of this Government to take all measures within
its power to rescus the victims of enemy oppression who are in im-
rminent danger of death, One 1s the taking of actlon designed %o-
get the Hitlerlte forces and particularly their subordinates and
their satellites to cease comnitting atrocities against the’ Jews
and other civilian victims of enemy savagery, The other is the
teking of action designed %o rescue the persecuted minorities of -
"u.rone from death despite the attltude of our enemies. B

The essential feature of the first phase of this job, a8 I
see it, is to convince the leaders and the veople in Germany and.
Ger: 1311"'5 satellites that this Government and other nembers of -
the United Nations view most seriously the policy being followed
by the enemy and are determined to. see o it that those responsi-

~ ble will be punished, This involves not only the making of ap-.
vronriate statements and representations, but:alse making them-
under such circumstances as will convince the:lesders and the.
peovle 1n enemy countries that we mean business: and .seelng to it
~that such statements are brought home to these groups., i

A program of this character offers the 'Dest note} ial ties .
for saving hundreds of thousands of lives, . The mumber-gf:
we can reasonably hope to rescue despite the attitude 6f bws
enenies obviously can not be compared with- the) far greatéi‘ nunber
vihich might. be saved from death by changing the attitude of énemy ™
governme-xts and particularly thelr functionaries r.nd suhordinates,;
M) 1£ 4t 1s a fact that, as the Brivish state, thg}: jis Tibtle
evi‘ﬁel;l}’fé that the 1942 declaration perceptibly ledseroes
secu’\:i of the Jews, the question arises as to whe
decl:.r%ion was 1lssued under such circumstanceg. and vasg:
such pdblicitys the enemy countries as to ma.ximize he ei‘fec—
tiveness of; kha was said in the declaration, .

o

57
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In this connection, it must be borne in mind  that-the 1943
declaration was issued at.a time when Germany and ‘her satellites -
had high hopes for victory, & declaration issued at a time when :
Germany and her satellites kmow they have lost the war has poten~: = . °
tialities 0 great that it can hardly be compared with the dec-

laratlon which was issued in 1942, R N
The statement by the British that the 1942 declaration ;
seemed %o indicate to the Germans a means whereby they could dig=
tregs and embarrass the Allies is not fully understood, ‘So long .
as any government participating in such a declaration is deter—:
zmined to do 21l in its power %o prevent the murder of the Jews, . - - =
and this fact is made clear to the Germans by action as well as- el
worés, 1t is difficult to see how any such statement could em- -~ -
barrass such government, On. the other hand, 1f the position of . -
such government is that expressed by certain Britigh officials
fo our Zmbassy in London in December (ses Gsble 8717 from Winant,
December 15) =~ in simple. terms that they were apparently willing
to accept the probable deeth of thousands of Jews in eneny terri-.
tory because of "the difficulties of disposing of any considerahble -
number of Jews chould they be rescued" - and 1f this atbitude ig.
¥nown toc the Germans by virtue of the =sctions 'if not the words
of such government, then the contention that a declaration might

exbarrass such governmeat has some .significance,

~ ¥ith respect to the statement on the punishment of atroci- .
ties issued at the Moscow Conference, there is merit in the con-
tention that if this declaration had specifically mentioned the
atrocities against the Jews, Hitler and his cohorts night have
been more convinced of our attitude on thelr treatment of these -
veovle, In this connection, it is noted that the British them= .
selves place chief reliance on the 1942 declaration rather :than .
the Yoscow declaration, In view of the fact that Hitler has L
always speclally singled out the*Jews ~ reserving, as Secrefary.-
Hull stated in his address before Congress on November 18, Mfor. -
the Jews his most brutal wrath" - there is much to be said for. « -
the fact that any statement on our part which onits any .specific @
reference to the Jews loses much of its effectiveness: in- Germany
and among her satellites by reason of the omission, s S

We .2re now mapping out a program of action vhich we.feel :
that tkis Government might take desiemed to get Germany and-her - =
setellites to desist in their persecution of the Jews and other °
mlnority grouns in Furope, In this connection, we have bHeen hce
tively considering the issuance of a strong declaration  relating
soecifically to the murder of the Jews, L Pt

We expect to have ready in the near future for submission




&5 tl:e ':.e:bers of the Board a éeclaratlon wh
s Government., It is snticipated,
the Fac“ aration would be issued by the President
In the mec.ntl'ne, it is sugg,ested that a renly alona “the l:Lnes',,
of the attached be sent to the 3ritish Bmbassy here,. This ,repl‘/ -
hzs hesn clesred with the Treasury Department and, upon receipt of -

your approval, I will be glad to clear it with the- Mar - Denar*ment L

Vhen the reply is sent to the British, 1% is suzgested that -you
send the text of tze reply, together wiith the text of this” letter,
- to Anbassador Winant for his use in discussing this matter wi 3th-the
British in London, . !

I am sendir.;
1’eCloy of the Var

ve Direcior

Yonorakle Zdword R, Stebiin us,
Unéer Secretary »f State,
Demnrinert of State, :




HEMORANDUM .

The War Refugee Board has congidered the messagée recently- iv
from the British Embassy at'Washington'inquiringfas,£0’the,Viewsj6frk‘7
the United States Government with respect to the issuance of a new
declaration by the United Nations concerning the continuing: execution
of the German policy of exterminating Jews in.Burope.: R :

The War Refugee Board, which has been charged with carrying out
the announced policy of this Government to take all measures withim® .

its power to rescue the victims of enemy oppression who are in imminent

danger of death, has under consideration the type of action which this
Government might take, designed to prevail upon enemy-governmentsa and
particularly their subordinates and satellite governments to desist from

persecution of the Jews and other minority groups in Furopes )

The War Hefugee Board has under active consideration  the issuance
by this Government of a strong declaration relating specifically to the -
murder of the Jews. It is the view of the Board that the leaders and - .

people in Germany and in the satellite countries must be convinced that

this Government and other members of the United Hations view most -

seriously tune policy being followed by the enety and are determined to .

see to it that those responsible will be punished. The Board believes
taat eppropriate statements and representations should be pressed hone
to tnose to whom they are directed end should be issued under such eir-

cumstances as to achieve maximum effecitiveness.

The reasoning of the Board is that a program of this character:
offers the best potentialities for saving thousands of lives.  The num-
ber of persons who can be rescued despite the exit controls imposed by
the enemy will be small in comparison to the number of persons. who would

- be saved from death in the occupied areas if the poliey of enenmy govern-—

ments could be changed. Obviously no step can be left untaken which - -
might serve to change this policy or to weaken the will or their func--
tionaries and subordinates td .carry it out, PR - L

The Board having considered the comment of the British‘Géygfnmentj i

With respect to the ineffectiveness of the 1942 detlaration, -points out -
that the 1942 declaration was issued at a time. when Germany had hig
hopes of wictory. In contrast a declarstion issued.when Germpany ‘and

the satellite governments know that they have, lost the war hgsfinﬁinitely
greater potentialities. Further, the Board lacked sufficient information. -
for full understanding of the comment of the British Government “that the &
1942 aeclaration seemed to indicate to toe Germans & méans whéreby'théy'k

could aistress and ewbarrass the Allies. In its view no: embarrassment
can possibly result to United Nations governuents, participating’in’ .
such a declaration under discussion, determined to do all in their power.
}
i

ived = -




'—,to nrevent ‘the murder of Jews. "'Tﬁ,e]Bo'éIcl ‘has ‘confiderice tha
acti on on the vrojechs” ‘currently . under - chqcuss:.on 'between th
British and United Stutes Governments will sérve.to ress tm.s
deue*n_natmn home effect 1vely to the Germans.

‘The issuance of such.a d.eclaratlo!i is undeér active considers-
tion by the War Refugee Board and when'z ‘decision has been reached
the British Government will be informed, - In the event that an sf=
firmative decision is taken by the Government of :the United St tes,
the British Covernment mzy wigh to reconsider the vositlon stated i-
in the nmessage under discussion 1'1 order tn?t they nay take ;ﬁz'al- o
iel action, - S

Department of State,
Washingbon,
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. THE" Moscow CCNFERENGE DECLARATICN OF GEB.HAN ATB.OCITIES -

November l 191.3

The United Kingdom, the United States and the. Soviet Unicn have-
received from many quarters evidence of atrocities, massacres-
‘and cold-blooded mass executions which are being perpetrated - -

=
by the Hitlerlte forces in the many countries they ‘have overrun

and from which they are now being steadily expelled. The brutald .~ - -

ities of Hitlerite domination are no new thing and all ‘the peoples
or territories in their grip have suffered from the worst form of - )
government by terror. What is new.is that many of these territories. v
are now being redeemed by the advancing armies of the liberating
Powers and that in their desperation, the recoiling Hitlerite

Hons are redoubling their ruthless cruelties. This is now . -
evidenced with particular cleamess by monstrous crimes of the
Hitlerites on the territory of the Soviet Union which is being
liberated from the Hitlerites, and on French and Italian ten’ltory.

Accordingly, the aforesaid three allied Powers, speaking ' .
in the interests of the thirty-two /% h1rty—three7 United Na’c.lcns, E
‘hersby solemnly declare and give full warning of t.heir declarat:l.on
as follows:

At the time of the granting oi‘ any armistice to any govemment
which may be set up in Germany, those German officers and men :
and members of the Nazi party who have been responsible for, or
have t aken a consentingz part in the above -atrocities, massacres’
and executians, will be gent back to the countries in which their
abcminable . deeds were done in order that they may be Judged and
punished according to the laws of these liberated countries and

of the free governments which will be created therein. -Lists
will be compiled in all possible detail from all these countries
having regard especially to the invaded parts-of the Soviet
Union, to Poland and Czechoslovakia, to Yugoslavia and Greece,
including Crete and other islands, to Norway, Denmark, the =
Netherlands, Belgium, Luxemburg, France and Italy. )

Thus, the Germans who take part in wholesale shooting of .- :
Ttalian officers or in the exscution of French, .Dutch, Belglan ,,:ff k
or Norwegian hostages or of Cretan peasants, or who have shared
in the slanghters inflicted on the peopls of Poland or in - .
territories of the Soviet Union which are now being swept: cleaz" :
of the enemy, will know that they will be brought back to:thé
scene of their crimes and judged on the spot by the peoplas :
whom they have outraged, Let those who have hitherto not

i




imbrued their hands with innocent blood bewars. last they join
the ranks of the guilty, for most assuredly. the three -allied-
Powers will pursue thém to the uttermost ends of the earth and
will deliver the.m to their accusers in ordsr 'c.hat :justice nay -
be done. :

The -above daclaration is without pre;judice to the case .
of the major criminals, who offences have no particular
. geographical loealisation and who will be punished by: the
Joint decigion of the Governments8 of the Allies. = -
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CTELEGREH SENT -© .
Amlegation. ! - o 77 - 7 “Plain
Bern . N
991, Lwenty-fourth

For the Hinister from the Var Refugee Board.j'

Tonight's radio bulletin contains an 1mportant statement by the -
President on refugees and Nazi persecutlons., T - .

The War Refugee Board is convinced that it is of utmost importance .
to undertake at once an organized and concentrated effort te make-clear,
by all eppropriate means, to all Axis satellites that the Allied Gov-
ernments view in a most serious light their assistance in any form to
Hitler's program to exterminate the Jews, and other similar groups, o
regarding all such action as criminal participation in organized murder..
The Board also believes it necessary to make clear to the satellites by
all possible means, its intention to do everything in its power to
rescue such unfortunstes who are in canger of death, in order not only-
to give the satellites a&.clear view of the attitude of this country in
_ the matter, but alsdo of the opportunities which exist for assisting in
the execution of our policy. The Board feels very strongly that a cam-
paign of tuis kind nust be made through all possible cuannels anu be
constantly repeated et every svailable opportunity.

You are requested to see that the utmost publicity be immediately
ziven to the President's statement in local newspepers, radio, and in
any other manner feasible. Please make every endesavor tbrhavé this
publicity included on such radio broadcasts for foreign ¢onsumption as
may emanate from the country to which you are accredited. It would be
extremely helpful if you could obtain favorable comment from prominent
governmental or other personages with respect to the statement for iuse
in connection with the publicity program. ST .

For your information, in'view of the importance of the statement
and tihe program which it implements, the Office of War Informatlon
expects to employ its full facilities in calling this matter and’ ap=-s
propriate comment thereon to the attention of Ax1s, satelllte -ang - other
countries.

You are reguested to report by cable s soon as possibl» the :
measures you have taken to comply with these instructions together w1th [
the results thereof. oignificant clippings and offieciulicomments should
be sent by airmail. It must be borne in mind that the: eifectlveness of -
tiis statement will depend in large measure upon the. extent to-which' -
adequate publiclty can be obtuined for it, partlculurly in German con—.—
trolled burope.

This cable has been cleared with the Office of War infermatiqn.

HULL
((ju'v'c)
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ORIGINAL TEXT OF TELEGRAM SENT -

FROM: Secretary of State, Washington ~
TO: - American Embassy, Londm )

. DATED: = May 17, 1944

NUMBER: 3934

American Ehnbassy in Moscow has been informed of the’ contents
of your 3641 of May 4 and has been requested to endeavor to have
Russian broadcasts in appropriate languages beamed on Germany. -
and German-satellite countries transmit warnings to German and-
German-satellite military and civilian personnel carrying ‘out
deportation proceedings that they personally will be held
responsible by the United Nations for their actions and the
deaths that may result from deportation. The Russian Foreign |
Office is also being approached in an attempt to use its .
influence upan the satellite governments and populations by all
possible means to cause their resistance to German demands for .
the dep)rtatlon and persacutlan of minorlty groups under thelr -
control.

Please make similar endeavors with regard to the Mjnistry
of Information and the Foreign Office. Please consult with
Schoenfeld in this matier with a view to having Czech Government
request Moscow to take all possible action to protect Czech
nationals in &Jb‘-Carpatho-Russla.

For your information, the OWI transmitters are carrying
similar warnings. The Embassy at Ankara states that the Turk ..
Consul at Budapest had sent the Foreign Office word that every
Jew entering Turk Consulate there was arrested as soon as he
left and transported to an unknown place. -

The Vatican is being approached with a view o obtamihg i
“its support in applying pressure on satellites, parbn,cularly
Hungary, in this matter.

Action beingz taken on your 3642 through Ank'a:'*a.f,
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Amlegation - — S 77‘ : S Plaln'f .
Bern ’ - .- o un “29, 1944
2215, twenty—ninth -

The cable below is for marrisen and Mcclelland from War Refuge
Board. . .

. The following is the text of a statemeni by Francis J. Spellman, -
Roman Catholic Archbishop of New York, released today by ‘the OWI:  This-:’
statement will, of course, be short-waved to appropriate areas but such
additional use as may be made of it by local papers and radio stations
wiil be nelpful, and to this end pLease make ! apyroprlate efforts. Text
follows: . :

QUOTE: Almost on the feast of Pentecost, the daf,on which thé )
Church' of Christ emphasizes the supranational,; supraracial character of .

_her mission, we learned that the government of Hungary had agreed to

enforce against the Jewish people & code of discriminatory laws. We - -
were 1old that this unhappy segment of Israel in Hungary is being ;
herded into Ghettos after its homes and its shops had been systematlcally
looted and pillaged. ’

Thie announcement has shocked all men and women,who cherishta,ﬂ .
sense of justice and of human sympathy. It is in direct contradiction
of the doctrines of the Catholic Faith professed by the vast majority
of the Hungarian people. It is a negation of the noblest pases of
Hungarian nistory and cultural tradition.

Tarough the stormy ages Hungarisn Catholics have beéen loyal to the
lof'ty principles of justice, mercy and charity proclaimed by our DlVlne
Lord in the Sermon on the Mount. They have been stesdfast whebher
under attack by the iongols and the Turks in centuries past or in our -
o#zn times under tne bitter persecution of Bela Kun and hlS cruel cohorts.

It seems 1nc1edlbLe, therefore, that a nation which has been SO’f
consistently true to tne impulses of human kindness and the teachings
of the Catholic Church should now yield to a false, pagan code of .
tyranny because of blood and race. How can men 6f good will: fall o
heed those solemn words of Pope Pius XI: INNERQUOTE Abraham is called
our patriarch, our ancestor. Anti-semitism is not compatible wi
sublime reality of this text. It is a movement in which W
cannot shere. SpirituaLly we are Semites. END INBLRQUOTL

One of the great lessons to be learned from the llfe of hungary's
king and Patron Saint is tuat no minority should be oppresged. . For '
injustices of whatever kind can wrecx and destroy: the 1nteérlty of_any
nztion's life. . .




dearly a tnousana years ag o, St Stephen, Klng of ungary, re———ﬂ-
ceived nis crown from Pope Sylvester II.  He-realized that Hurigary -was
aesiined by the very exigencies of geography to be the: crossroads of
Europe where diverse racial stocks:'would necessarily meet., 1 Stephen'
pledged himself and his people to llve as common chlldren of a lov1ng .
mother country. L L . )

The same saintly national nero dreamed always of Hungary as a -
INNERQUOTE regnum Marianum; END INNERQUOTE as a reslm of Mary. -To
this day, the coinage and the postage stamps of the country bear the
figure of i#ary, the ilother of Mankind. It would be all the more -
tragic, therefore, if a people so -devoted to Mary, the Jewish Maiden
who was the Mother of the Messiah, should freely countenance’ cruel
laws calculated to despoil and annlhllate the Tace from whlch Jesus
and Mary sprang.

t is incredible that a people with such profound Christian faith,
with its gloricus history, with the oldest parlismentary tradition on -
the Continent, would join in a hymn of hatred and w1lllngly submit to
the blood lust and brlbanaaae of tyranny.

No man can love God and hate his.brother. HNo one ﬁho hates'his
brotier can be a faithful follower of the gentle Christ. UN&UOTE

You are authnorized Lo bring tais statement to the attention of X
Hung.rian ‘and other savellite authorities tnrougn such chennels as nay o
e avallable to you.

Sent to Bern. Repeated'to Ankara, Lisbon, Madrid and Stockho;m.

HULL
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mws - - v June 29, 1944
Distribution of true - S T pemeti o ol
reading only by special
arrangement. :
. Amembassy,
. Ankara.
583
Congressman Bloom, Chairman of the House Committee on . -
Foreign Affairs, has introduced the following resolution in = -
" .the House: - . o

) QUOTE Recognizing that the United States Government_has .
dgmmst;a-ted its determination to take all measurss within its
- power to rescue Jews and other victims of enemy oppression who . -
‘' are in imminent danger of death at the hands of Nazis by its

actiona; and - o S . x

o ;.Recognizing_:th:at full advantage has not been taken o»i‘—'t.ha -
- great opportunities for the evacnation of refugees in the Balkan.
countries through Turkey, be it-therefore Resolvad: ' :

_ That the Secretary of State be reguested by the House of ]
Representatives of the United States to urge thait the Government.
of Turkey facilitate, in the interests. 6f mmanity,; the entry

. of refugees who can escape fram the Nazis into Turkey and =~
establish a refugee camp in which such persons can be temporarily
sheltered on its territory. UNGUOTE ) SRR B

i If it.will be helpful, in your discretion, this pending
resolution may be used by you in bringing further pressare on
the Turkish Government and given local publicity.

This is WRB cable to Aakara No. 58.-

WLL
(G.L. W)

o DECTASSIFIED -
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cmcmm JUNE TRENTY-EIGHT = -

The cable belaw is from ‘War Refugee Boe.rd.

The following :I.s the text of a resolution which was:
unanimously approved today by the Committee on Foreign Affa:l.rs o
of the House of Hepresentatives; s

QUOTE Resolved; That the Hause of Representatlvas hereby
expresses its deep concern over the plight of the threatensd )
millions in Nazi-occupied and Nazi-dominated territories.. - “The’
House of Representatives expresses its approval of the activities - -

of the War Refugee Board, which is facilitating the actual rescue R

of persons so exposed,. ﬂzrn:.sh:l.ng relief to such persons by
making available food and other supplies, and attempting to -
influence through psychological and other measures the att:ﬂﬁldes
of both the leaders and rank and file populations in those
territories where exbermmation of minority groups is- 1mm1nent
and be it further -

Resolved, That the House of Representatives is not content
merely to join with those who have expressed their horror at
the barbarism of the governments involved in the cruelties
herein condemned, but hereby expresses its determination that ~
the eriminals who are guilty of this inhuman conduct shall be
brought to Justice, and hereby requests the Secretary of State.
to convey, through such means as he may find appropriate, this
concern and. determination of the House of Representativas.
This concern and detarmmation, while addressed to all Nazi=
-controlled territories, is particularly directed to Hungary,
where the lives of a million Jews hang in the balance. At this
historic moment, when the tide of military battle has turned )
decisively in favor of the United Nations, the House of - :
Representatives of the United States of America calls upon the }f
Nazis and all their satellites to stem the tide of mhumanlty .
toward helpless peoples. UNQUOTE.

You are resquested to convey the contents of this resolutlon
to the appropriate authorities and to use all possible means fo .
give the resolution the widest posaible publicity, pa.rticularly P
in E).lrope.~ The cooperation of OWI should be soliclted.

In addition, through such channels as may be available to
you, this action of the House of Representatives should: be brought :
to the attention of the Hungarian Government. :

Sent to London. Repeated to Ankara, Madrid, Lisbon,
Stockholm, and Bern. : -

HULL
(GLW)
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This telegram must be
paraphrased before being -
communicated to anyone -
other than a Government
agency. (B

Amlegation
Stockholm
Circular

QUOTE ¥e solemnly declare that the Hungarian peopleiin'their'”
immense majority condemn with horror and disgust tlhie abominable crimes
perpetrated by Hungarian Quislings and tnexr subordlnates aEalnst the
Jews and other people in Hungary.

QUOTE Vie emphasize that these crimes are committed in flagrant
violation of the Christian, humanitarian aad liberty loving spirit-
and traditicn of true Hungarians. :

GUOTE Consequently, we have felt it our duty to give & solemn.
warning to all Hungarians from the highest to the lowest and remind
hereby every. ilungarian who may be a perpetrator of or an accessory
to tnese crimes, that 2e will have tu bear full responsibility for
his acts and will not be permitied to invoxe as an -extenuating cir-
cunstance the fact tiuat ne nas only carried out orders of a superior
autnority. o

QUOTE We address ourselves to all true Hungarisns® who -condemn
ihese ignominious cruelties and request them to extend all possible
assistance to their persecuted ana turtured fellow-countrymen. - END
GUOTE -

HULL
(HSF)




ORIGINAL TEXT OF T"I.EGW.AM SENT

“Secretary of State; Washington
_ American Legation, Bern - o
-Qctober- 24, 1944 e
"3&8;,» 2 L

The follcwing from Department and War Befugee Board is for
Harrison and MeClelland.

Reference is made to Seeretary Hull's statement of October 10, -
1944, reported in the Radio Bulletin of the same date, .

For your i.nfomatlon, Governor Thomas B. Dewey, Republlcan
candidate for President, issued the follaw:mg statement on
October 19, 1944;

QUOTE Information comes to this country from unquestlmabl;y
reliable scurces that ‘the Nazis, trapped and lmowing that they
are .faced with inevitable defeat, are now resorting to the lmown
gangster terror device of threatening to éxterminate thelr -very
vietims - Poles, Jews and other non-German nationals == now.
imprisoned by them in their horrible concentration camps in .
parts of Poland and other countries still occupied by the Nazis.

The ¢ivilized world is:now in a position in unmistakable
terms to warn the Nazls — military commanders, members of the
German Government, their aiders, -abettors and supporters —— that
certain. and- inevitable justice awaits them for these brutal and
wanton m.u-ders if their schemes should be carried out.

I am happy to note that ocur State Department has issued a:
warning that INNERQUOTE-if these plans are carried ot ‘those .
guilty of such murdercus acts will be brought to’ justice and pay

' *the penalty for their heinous crimes END INNERQUOTE ‘American .. .
public opinion will fully support the statement 1ssued by our
Department of State. UNGQUOTE. : o

You are requested to convey the ccntents o.t‘ the foregoing s
statements t o the appropriate authorities and to use all possible :
means to give the statements the widest publicity th.rcugh any
channels that may be available to you. -

This is WRB cable No. 231,

i DECLASSIFIED
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EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
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0FFICa o"'m: INFORIATION.

. X'I'ASE_ IHGTON -

vr, J, W, Pehle i :
Sxecutive Director . ' N R . s
Wlar Refuzee Board : o T
Washington, D, C,

Your letter -of Janusry 6, 1945, drawing to our attention the
lztest inTormation on the concentration of Jews remaining in Germsn
terrisory, is much svureciated, The OWI will give very careful at-— “
tention to your estion avout nreparing our Gernen programg in

s

% have the grestest vossitle effect in preser rving the
ives of %these likely victins of ¥azl wmersecution, ~ . v = -~ '

to CGermany, I agree with ing weriod
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~

vs

our German ouiput,

Sincerely,

(Signed)
. WALIAGE CARROLL

Wallace Caroll
Deputy Director, Area l’
Overseas Operatl_ons
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OnIUIuAL TEXT OF thLbBAA SENT

FROM: becretdry of State, Waghlnﬁton
TO: Amlegation, Bern.
DATED: Aprik 29, 1944
NUMBER: 1498

From War Réfugee,Board for Harrisom. ~ -~

This is WRB Bern Cable No. 10.

Following for Intercross:

QUOTE 1In full agreement wlth interested Amerlcan welfare agenc1es
War hefugee Board requests Intercross to approach the German and satel-
lite governments, through appropriate and expedient channels, to bring
about with respect to Jews and other persons, detained, interned; or
y otherwise confined because of race, religion, or political.belief:(1)

' treatment equal to that accorded civilian internees to whom Gereva =
Convention is currenily applied by analogy or (2) equal treatment of R
such persons to the extent at least that reception and distribution. - -
of packsges under Intercross supervision be permitted them under
guarantees egual to those in effect with respect to the civilian in--
ternees referred t6 in (1) above. War Refugee Bodrd feéls stronglv
that (1) above is preferable and suggests that (2) should be onl if
in the judgment of Intﬂrcrosp (1) is unobtainable.

Furthermore, War Retugee Board reyuests Intercross to make every
effort to obtain, wnerever possible, for Jews and other victims of
hazi oppression {who though they may not be physically interrned have
been singled out for persecution) facilities and opportunities to ob-
tain food and other necessities on the basis of equality with the
local population both from local or domestic sources and through Inter—--
cross channels. In addition, War- LKefugee Board calls attention to the
Board's efforts to bring Jdews and other persecuted persons out of
German controlled territory in as large numbers as 90331ble. The -Board
urges that Intercross, through appropriate approaches to . the: herman and.
other suthorities in German controlled territory. and turoush any .other
neans possible, do what it can to assist.the departure of these per—‘s,
secuted peoples to neutral countries. g

—

Tne Boerd is cognizant of unceusing efforts of Lntercross Hns the
airection of wmaking this general program a reality and’'is appre01at1ve G
of the humanitarian activities of Intercross. The Board is’ reuuy ‘o
assist Intercross in every way to- eflectuate the Ieallzatlon of all of
the foregoing UhQU01u -

Dv (‘T, \””ITTED




- Following—for'ﬁarrison.

© war nefugee Bohrd considers the prooosed apnroaches to “the German
and other authorities through Intercross are of utmost - 1mportance 1o
the suceess of its program. In view of recent military" qevelopments,
including the reported situation in Hungary, Bulgaria and Rumania, the .

Board is conv1ncea that special emphasis should be placed -on efforts i:ii

to persusde the Germans to improve the condition of Jews and other

similar groups within occupleu territories. Accordlngly, you are re-,‘g'

quested to do everything possible to support the proposals being made
to Intercross. If at any time you:believe that the Swiss Government
would be willing to meke similar approaches to the Germans or other--
wise assist in the program outlined herein, you-are authorized in-
formally to make a request Ior ‘such action to the Swiss: on behalf ‘of
this Government. -~ .

HULL
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-PARAPHRASE OF TELEGRAM RECBIVED = &

FROM: °  American Legation, Bern

TO: Secretary of State, Whahington
DATE: May 17, 1944 : .

NUMBER; .3l44 .

Kk ___ 2
A fifteen paragraph lstter dated May ‘12 -has been received from

the President of IRC, Mr. Max Huber, in Teply to my May 2 letter

which contained information set forth in April 29 telegram No. 1498

from the Department. My May 17 telegram No. 3147 transmitted first -

thirteen paragraphs of text of Huber's letter under reference, in

which "subjects” means "the Jews"; "umpire” means "German authorities";

"league” means "world Jewlah Congress"-'"resnondenta" mean "the . -

International Committee of the Red Cross"; and "inquirer" means
"War Refugee Boards”. g

The following is & paraphrase of paragraph fourteen: Neverthe-
less ‘so far as conditions permitted IRC have been instrumental ‘in
facilitating emlgration of Jews from some southeastern Buropean
countries to Palestine. Memorandum dated Yay 5 describing work done
has been furnished U. 8. Legation at Bern by us. * (Noté from.Legation:
If and when mailing facilities permit, copy will Be forwarded by
microfilm.) As regards responsibility which we can assume primarily
in matter of safe conduct for vessels it does not depernd upon oursslves

but rather on interested governments and on circumstances.

As regards fifteenth paragraph. It is desire of IRC that War
Refugee Board be informed but that since any publicity can be pre-

Judicial to some persons we are trying to help, it requesta that com-
munication be kept confidéntial.

HARRISON

DECLASSE
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DOCUMENT

Secretary of State
Washington . )
3147, Seventéenth

One. I beg to thank you alncexely for your kind Lettpr of 2 Way,

1944, in which you reproduce message from INGULALR requestlng respond—li,_:'x

ents to approach certain governments witih view to obtaining for sub-
jects and other persons interned treatment comparable with that which.
is accorded to civilian internees to whom Geneva Convention.relative
to treatment of prisoners of war is applied by analogy or:failing such-
treatment that such persons be placed on equal footing W1Lh 01v111an
internees as regards’ permlsslon to receive relief.

Two. Ve desire in first place to- point out that steps of this-
n2ture by respondents would go far beyond limits of their traditional
capacily and that governments to whom such -request might be addressed-

-would ot fail to view this proposal from that partlculur angle.

© “Three. In provisions of international a:reements responaents
nave only slender basis upon which to found their humanitarian activi-
ties. Latter are therefore dependent upon goodwill of bellizerent
states anc can only taxe practical shape insofar as they are accepted
or solicited by governments concerned. .

A Four. Consequently respondents might lay themselves upon to ob-
jection that they were going beyond limits of their competences and
trespassing upon internal concerns of state should they attempt to act
on behalf of certain categories of persons whom that state con31dered
to be subject exclusively to its domestic legislation.

Five. Lxceptional position of respondents as neutral inter-—
mediary between belligerent countries precludes their seeking other
solutions than those which offer practicsl hope of realization’ through
appropriate action in quarters where best results may be expecned.

Six. Trpe proposal contained in point one of message from lNQUIRER
has we may add been submitted on several occasions to respondents by
League. On sach occasion respondents were obliged to answer the
numberous endesvors tney had made on behalf of subjects: had 1nvarldb1y
met with negative answer with exception of certain concesslons w1th
reguras-to relief measures.




Seven. Under these c1rcumptances we must admlt that. pgllcatlon
by respondents to umpire in tnls matter would. not- only e 1o~ prosnect
of ‘success but might even in eyes of umpire appesr - guite: un;ustlflable
dictated by polltlcal rather Ehan by humanltarlan motlves

Elght-— We deeply regret having to confine ourselves to purely Te~ .
lief activities on behalf of persons who do Hot-enjoy protectlon of .con~ =
vention applicable to prisoners of war and: clVlllan interneegs. Thig
circumstance is not due to absence of endeavors of all. klnds by resl -
spondents on behalf of such persons - irrespective of race - with view.to -
their assimilation with eivilian internees by reason of their enemy’ :
nstionality. Unfortunately not.one of these approaches has been’ success—.
ful. : -

Nine. As regards point two respondents are compelled in view of
experiences in this field to admit likewise fact that such application
wouid be considered incompatible with domestic legislation of detaining
power and moreover would constitute serious menace rot only to. general
activities of respondents on behalf of prisoners .of war and civilian
internees but also endanger limited possibilities which we enjoy of
assisting few groups of persons who are not protected either directly
or by analogy by international conventions. Resyondents must it will
be remembered take extreme care that province in which belllgerents
have sccepted our mln_atrat_ors should_ not be closea to future action. .

Ten. Same observation applies to groposal contained in last para--
graph of message from LiQUIREK "to rescue from the occupied areas sub-
jects and other persons wno are victims of persecution®. Any such:at-
tempt by respondents would at once hzve most unfortunate oonseguences
lor tnelr entire work - an evennudllty wnlch they cannot consclentlously
env1sage.

‘Eleven. Since repeated and conclusive experience in this field
leads us to suppose that any steps of this kind would not only be al-
together fruitless but might even do more harm than good respondents -
must to their regret abide by progosals they have already submitted-
to authorities in Washington and to Inter-Governmental Committee in
Lonuon. After careful consideration -of problem. and -exploration of all
avenues in other fields of action respondents are in-other: Vords com-
pelled to confine themselves strictly to rellef work w1th1n 11m1ts
winich circumstances preSC‘lUc

Twelve. Scheme for relief of civiliun'war v1ctlms'1rreapect1ve of-
Tace ant religion with which INGUIKER is familier is to:our mi
for present only province in which action by respondents can’ produce
useiul resulis. ilorecver scope of such action can-be:widened An: obedl—
ence to conditions prevailing only insofar as publlclty of: any kind is
avoided. In this connection we are happy to stress fact that- resoondentv
have achieved encouraging results in field of" relief: worko:s It was largely

aue to kind support given to our SuégeotlQnu by quUlLLn short tlme ago




that relief sctivities on béﬁalf'of:subjec ts- in certain cound 1e,
- could be undértaken., This. WOTK is worth belng pursued.;,r

Thirteen.  As regards other countries ment;oned in message o
INGUIRER aund in which respondents are also engaged actively here’ 400

" we must confine. ourselves to questions of purely material: relief: and"*x”

we shall be pleased to receive as soon as pOSSlble any assistance: -
INGUIRER-1is able to give us with view to our taking practical actlonf
along lines we have submitted to tieir congideration on behalf of :
civilian war vietims without distinction of race or creed.{'

HARFISON °




o ' DEPARTMENT OF STATE
-0 Wééhingtbn 25,,D.G;,~,
P - ) AT

Y SURERNE S
June 24, 1944 - -
My dear Archbishop: - <o

In recent months, the Holy See, and Your Excellancy personally
' have given the Government of the United States repeated indications -

’ of the concern with which you view the persecution of Jews in ter-
ritories controlled by Germany and her satellites, and of your: readi-'
ness to take measures intended to alleviate the sufferings of these
victims of oppression. Consequently, this Government feels it -
appropriate to refer to you another aspect of the parsecution of
Jews in Axis-controlled areas in Europe.

4s you are aware, the food situation 1s desperate for Jews and T e
other persons detained in camps by the German and satellite govern-
ments for reasons of race, religion or political belief. These .
people are exposed to starvation snd are in imminent. danger of death., - = = .

- This Government feels strongly that steps should be taken at once to - -

sustain their lives. Specifically, 1t i3 felt-that the- plight of- CL
these suffering people would be greatly allevaited if Germany &nd
the satellite governments would permit them to receive treatment
equal to that presently being accorded to assimilated civillan
internees of American and British nationalities. It is the hope
of this Government to secure this treatment in full or at least in
part -—— a hope undoubtedly shared by the Holy See and by you personal :
1ly.

In view of the extremely critical condition of these people, -

this Government would greatly appreciate it if you would be so good

as to present this matter to the urgent attention of ‘the Holy See.
/ It is hoped that the Holy See will find 1% feasible 'and ‘appropriate

- ' to use 1ts good offices with the German and satellite governments:

to bring sbout, with respect -to Jews and other PArsons- detained, o .
interned or otherwise confined because of race, ‘religion or political_}
belief, (1) treatment equal to that accorded civillam inte:
whom the Geneva Convention is currently applied by analogy
(2) equal treatment of such persons to the extent at.least that:
raception and distribution of packages ‘under the Internatioqal

His' Exgellency !
The Most Reverend
Amleto Giovanni Cicognani
Archbishop of Laodicea d1 Frigla
The Apostolic Delegahe . R
Washingtons Dsli— —— 0 = —— e
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Red Cross supervision be pérmitted"théﬁ undéf gusraitéeé equal
those in effect with respect to the civillan internees referred to
in (l) above. : :

‘We feel strongly that (1) sbove 18 preferable and suggest that
(2) should Be shought only if in the ;]udgment of the Holy See (1)
is unebtainable.

In view of the gensrous interest and. sustained activity of the
Holy See on behalf of all persecuted minorities, it is hoped that
this matter may be given favorable consideration.

Sinqerely yours,

(Signed)

Wﬁ/ o “EDWARD R. STETTINIUS, .m. S
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° U ’APOVS'I..‘OLIC DELEGATION -

: 5; : 3339'Hassachus§££srAmagué'
Y o Hashig'gh;n'.r;l).c. :}—;7 B R
o B "'Jﬁvmrz?,; i944? C

My dear Mr. Stettiniﬁs:': el S

- In further reference to your note of June 24, 1944;%'c¢:z;cernihg
the status of Jews internsd in Germany and other Axis-coutrollad_ B
countries, I am pleased to inform you of the content of & communica. -

tion just received from His Eminencs, the Ca;-dii;al Secretary of’ State,'”'"ﬁ' '

His Eminence informs me that the Holy Ses hastened to ask. the
interest of the Anastolic Nunciatures in Germany, Roumania, Hungary,
and Slovakia, for the purposs of obtaining for the tinf,ortunat.e ’
internees in question treatment similar to that granted to.civilian
intsrnses to whom the provisions of the Geneva Convention are applied. .
by analozy. - .- B T :

To the present Eis Eminence has received a response from the
Apostolic Funciature in Budapest, informing him that the Government
of Hungary will authorize the sending of packages of foodstuffa )
through the channels of the Red Cross to persons internad in -concenw
tration camps. < CL- :

I am confident that as soon as other replies are received from -
the various Nunciatures His Eminence will inform me of thelr con=-
tent, and I shall be happy to tranemit them to you. .*: < . 7

With the assurances of my highest cons'idéi{'a,tio;i:;ghﬂ.: of my‘deep.- -
personal regard, I remain: LT

Yours very sincerely, -

(Sigmed)

A G. CICOGNANI =
The Honorabdle A, G. Cicognani” LS
Edward R. Stettinius, Jr. Archbishop -6f Lacdicea:

Under Secretary of State Apostolic Delegate -
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- DOCUMENT -
- APOSTOLIC DELEGATIQN . -
1339 Massacnusstts Avenue :
‘.{ashlngtcn, D.v, :

No. 581/42 o 7—:°§— July i, 1944

My dear Mr, Stettinius:

Following my note of July 27, 194.;, on the sub;;ec’c “of the o
status of civilian internees in German v and other Ax:Ls-controlled
countries, I received another comm\micatlcm from His minence, the
Cardmal Secretary of State. :

His Eninence informs me that the Apostolic Nunciature in Berlin -

has expressly treated the question with the German Government in an
efforb to obtain more favorable treatment for Jewish and other

internees confined to concentration camps. - The Apostolic Nuncio
earnestly insisted that the status outlined in your letter of Jime
24, 194.4, should be accorded to those persons who are mtemed for -
raclal religious or political belief.,

In reply to these representations the German uov-ﬁmmen+
answared that the Protecting PoWPrs have free access to concen-
tration camps.

With the assurances of my highest cons:\.dpratlon, and of my
deen personal regard, I remain -

Yours very sincerely, -

(signed) -
A. G. CICOGNANI:— 7

A. G. C:Lcognani
Archbishop of Laodlcea' 2
Apostolic Delegate T

The Honorable
Edward R. Stettinius, Jr.
Under Secretary of State
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true reading only by “...7. .. .- _Reechd 5:l0 pi
ial arrangement - : Tl

T R

Secretary of State, -

Waghington, :

7998, Decezber 7, 5 p.m.
TOR VEB TEOM MCCLELLAND,

I ha.ve received assurances from B-u.rc_.ha.rd.t novw IGRG presi-
dent that German Forsign Office-was definitely approached on =~ . - -
October 2 by comaittee with request that Reich Government consi~ =
der extending to so called "schutzhaeftling" (detainses for se~ -
curity reasons) treatment granted by analogy to Gensva POW con- . -
vention of 1929 %o ‘enemy nationals in Germany and German occupied
territory, As of December one no answer had yet been received
from Germans, ILate in November when delegate of German Red Oross
Hartmann was 1n Geneve this question was thoroughly discussed with
him, German consul at Geneva was alae urged a few days ago by
ICRC to press German Foreign Office for an answer,’ (Department'
3925 Nevember 18, WRB's 281), '

I personally fear that little or no posltive results will be -
forthconing from this approach, past experience with Germens re-
garding similar questions, particularly the Jewlsh ons, having:
shown fairly conclusively that nelther Germen Foreilgn Office nor
Germen Red Cross exerclse any real control ever political ‘de— )
tainees and deportees both non-Jewlsh and Jewish (*) such control:
belng in hands of S5 "raichssicher heitshauptamt® at Berlin, . .

With refer=ace %o a somewhat similar intercession to be made
by neutrals headed by Vatican (Legation's 7170 October 28 from-
Sternbuch to Union Orthedox Rabbis and Department!s 3788 November
7 WHB's 259) initiated through Papal MNunclature in-Bern, 1% is:

impertant to nois this is motlvated by desire 1o secure ‘rediprecal
treatment of German civilisns in territory already orishortly to
be occupled by forces of Allled nations, Reciprocity is to be-
based on Geneva Convention and gusranteed by neutrals and Va_,tican.
In return for this guarantee it is hoped to gecure variolis con-
cesslons from Germans Concerning treatment of non-assimila
tainees under their control., In speaking of Allied nations An, 1o
Donati, author of propesal, had Soviet Fugsia particularly Ani
mind, To this and he has subsequently attempted to bring project
to Moscow's attentlon by various chanmnels: through tiwo wnofficial -
Soviet citizens in Switzerlemd Sokolin and Tchernialk: renutedly :ln
contact with Moscew and through Togliatti Italia.n Comxmmist -

;‘DECLA STFTED
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leader at present ia Rome.. If ‘guarsntes could be obtained from -
Busslans $o accord Geneva Convention treatment. to “German  éivil=
lans in areas occupled and to be dccupied by them it would in-":
deed constitute a powerful lever with which.to gecurs counter-
concesslons from Nazis,. Many months ago ICHC unofficially ex~ . .. B
pressed to me their belief that any concesslons which might be
extracted from Sovists with regard to German FPOWS (even Russian -
egreement to deliver lists of names of those alive and well) ‘would :
. be invaluable in securing from Germans more favorable treatment
of categories of detainess and deportees including Jews in theixr
hands, - ’ . T o

HUDDLE

(*) apparent omission
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This telegram must . LT
bs paraphrased before -
belng commanicated to any-

one other than a Government
agency,. (BR) :

U, S, URGEMT
AMFRICAN LEGATION

BERY
279

FOR THE INTERNATIONAL RED CROSS, GENEVA, FROM THE WAR REFUGEE - .

BOARD, We are familiar with the report (contained in your cable

571 of October 12, 1943, to your Washington Delegation) concern=

ing possible feeding programs in Bumania, Thereslénstadt, Slovakia

and Croatia and the need of funds. therefor, We desire immediate

information concerning what areas you could operate in right now, :

- assuming that necessary funds are made availsble to. you, to pro-

' vide food and medicines to Jews and other persacuted groups in Ger—
man~occupied areas who are denied the facilities available to the
rest of the population. Please advise where food, nedicines, and .
other supplies con be purchased snd how much money 1s needed, - We ' . . R

-are prépared to see that funds are made available at once for neces= .
sary operations, - B S )

HULL
(a4B)
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Dear Sirs;,

“‘ollowing won our letter of February 17th, 1944L 60 H,E, the
Americen Minister in Bern, we venture to submit for your. co*xs:.d.era—
tion the following narticulars- concerning relief action in- re'ard. to
which the sipport of the War Refue,ee 30ard of “the United States would
be highly desirable,

The War Refugee Board, in accenting a suggestion made bj us to
the Intergovernmental Conmituee Tor Refugees in London last autumn,
was good enouch to notify us that the equivalent in Swiss francs of
100,000 dollars would be availsble free from restrictions as to
geogranhical sréas, for use in Hungary, Rumania and neuntral coun=.
tries, and that the licanse had been issupd under the nase nf the
"Joint Distridution Comaittesl,

nierna ioqu_ COxﬂlutEP have

ng

.
e "Joint", and we agsume the
1y lMayer %ic discuss with us
sum, - We feel, however, t mc.J Te JSr-‘I\.l
“h & scheme which has been drawvn un by the "Joint L.ellef,
of the International Red Cross (Commission ilixte)", Sub-
agreement being reached with the "Joint Distritution
Comzittee, this scheme would nrovide for the ubtilizotion of a sum
of 429,000 Swiss francs for the benefit of grouns of Jews vhon we
rsider to be in great need, This scheme aims at speedy action,
i thout awaiting the putiing into ef? ect oI any vrojects w 11 ch
nt be evolved sub senuentl,/.

R}

We have thought it advisable to 'm*)lj certain ruleg ;‘Lri draw=
hig wrograrme, : S

.e peculiar posibtilon of Jews in the Axis coa.ntries is not:.
sed one, and-the possibilities of ex tending I‘Pl.l.ef to
exlst at any given noment mmy suddenly é&i saprear,” Itiig-
therefore necessary to proceed by test cnses in the s bsence of any -
basis vhich is firnml; established by international law, We have ]
been able more than once, by menns of testas, to open uwp frash i an=
nels for the distribution of relief, the facillties o;lered to us
being very variable and differing from one ares to another,  We
stould therefore very much svpreciate if a cert ain-— nronort’ on—of

DECLA Ss.’r-mpf ;




the sums which are placed at ou‘ dlsnosal was tn ne set aslde f‘or,
test consignments the despateh of which would be -xtue ted t'”oub_w.
hitherto untried chaannels,’ ’herea.s ‘we are able to state ‘almost .
with certainty that relief consignments to u:nan*a, to . Tneresign= -
stadt and to the WJudische Unterstutzungastelle® in Cracow will o
resach the benefic:\.a.ries, we cannot vouch inthe’ sane way Ictr/tne
delivery of relief to, say, the Jews in the comp &t Westefbork~ . -
(hetaerlamxs;, in the camws in “ra:zce and in- cer’ca:m caros 1n Unner{- :
Silesia, where we should like to make the test, )

2, 3Being avprised of the views of the blockadej anthorities as
regerds transfer of o rrency to Axis countries, we shall endeavour -
to reduce to the lowesh nossible minimum any purchases which may
have to be mada in Hungary and Pwuania, and to procure voods ag far
as possible in the neutral countries of Zurone (nﬂ:irr'aceutif'm Dro=-
ducts and some foodstuffs, which have however become very reruied).

this connection, we should like to lmow if we could count on ad— -
cnal funds if they were %o be used exclusively in Switzeriand,’
tuzal, Sweden and nossibly Turikey,

3. In order, however, to linit as far a3 posszidls the purchage’
ich would be made in Hunzgary and Rumania, we wonder if the Var
consider shivoning fron oversess relief in kind
‘stock in Geneva, and unon wihich we would draw ac-~
vere reculred, Thais nethod wouldd have the ad-
b‘ ing us to seize as they occur certain ownortunities
of aesn“t cining relief supalies, without hsving to send out fresh ap-
s on each occast 0*1. ~ The stock whi wvould thus be vuily wh in
under ite conwol of the VWer Refugee Zoard
tarouwg: their renresentative a2t the American Le""twn in Bern,
would authorize us to drav umon these reserves to the extent of the
cmounts nropossd in the schemes and wrojects which would bs sub-—
nitted oy us, o

The articles which are most urgently reguired are:

a) warn clothing and widerwesar, Certa1 grouns of Jevrs in
Trangnistria, for instance, whom our delegate has been able to~
visit, are vnractically cormmletely denrived of clo umn{,

b) boots (large sizes for men),

It would meet one of the most: urzent neuds if, as
Refugee Board proposes to do, we had several th isand

2ule, contad ning each an assoriment of clothing, anderwvear:

sibly 2 vair of strong boots (parcels mads up sévarately

nz

ing as they are intended for men, women or cm.luren (notiing Fants),

A, :
for food parcels, perhans several tens of thousands. of -thege -of
naximum weight of 2 kg, 1/2. The distrivution of relief . to

4, The same system of warehousing could useiu‘Lly, be €




.Lneraswenstaat is most eas11-r ca_mled out i ’a-
:)—..rcels. ‘Taese should contain ‘only articles which-wil )
time {canned goods,  sugar, condensed milk, ovaltine, efe These-
parcels could be sent also o the camps in Upper Silesia (if this 1&
found to be vossible), Croatia, the Petaerlands ‘and. France. If, on
the other hand, the "far Refugee Board do not see their way to enter—'
taining our provogal that cl othing and food varcels he- sent. to us- C
from overseas, we ghould be compelled to make - them up. ourse‘l ves,,wh:.ch
would unavoidebly entail the pur chasing of certain :ood.stui‘:s in: S
Hungary and Rumania, and tﬁls woa_d. mean transfer of Swiss francg
to Axls comntries, IR

Snonld the gquestion of tonnage be an obstacle in the w"y of tne
War Refugee Board accepting our provosal to Dlace food parcels at -
our disposal, we should be willing t- have these cons:ngments -con~
veyed, against reimbursement of the freight charg zes, and in so far ag
tire available tonnage would vermit, by the shins vhich are at present
nlying under the sign of the Inuernntmq'ﬂ Committes of. the Red: Cross, :
and which carry slmnlies for the allied nrisoners of war between the =
United States, Cenada and TLisbon, on ihe one hand; and Tisbon-Har-
seilleg (aeneva), on the other, ) )

5, As a2 general rule, we siould like to stress -thsat in® this

natter of relief for Jews, we nroceed very discrestly, and that we
endeavour to avoid any form of *)u011c1tv g far as our oV WoTX 1§
concerned, The reasgons for this are i o

2) the fact that the various Jewish associations, for cer-
tain reasons, prefer to act indevendently the one from the other,
and it would seen-impossible to_succeed in centralizing the various
relief undertairings vhich are orgzanized by each of these.groups,. It
1s therefore not in the interest of trhe aim in view to revea.l to one
Jewish organization what is done by another,

b) Feither is it in the interest of the Jews "Jhon
to rescue from a critical situatinn to draw too.much atient
the nrovosed rellef action,. In view of ceriain tendencies
to be feared that (,..L.t'lOI'].th./lO”lS vhich already exist ':ﬁ&,nt ‘be
drown and new difficulties raised if this »lan to sav certai,
groups of Jews were exnloited for vropaganda ourposes,

II. Relief for concontration cmmm(}ermny..

.

This desire to avoid as far as nossible atfrac*“lnb attentlon ;
to our scheme has led us to propnose relief work for certain- Erouns™
of civil war-victims, Airresnective of race 2nd relizion.. The ‘.h.r




Refugee Board willingly 2credd to this orincinle, and werare-thers—
fore venituring to nmention certain EXouvs v, we feel,-areedeséIVf—
ing of assistance by the War Refugee,Board'inflike_manner—towthe
Jevs, - ’ ST - N .

These groups include nationals of allied countries (Belgians,
Duteh, Vorwegians, Poles, Greeks, Czechs;,etc.)»who,havg”heen de~-
norted and-are detained in the prisons and concentration camms in-
Germany, - T ST

Political vriseners are detained in Germany in'concentration
camms which are under the control of the secret molice. The regine
is more severe than-in the prisoner of war and civil internment -cams,
and all the information we receive corrobvorates that the fgod in -
these carms is inadequate, The International Conmittee therefors,
‘in response to the urgént evpeals which they receive from ithese
political wrisoners and from their next-of-kin, avolied on many oc-
casions %o the allied authorities and Red Cross Societies, witn the
object of obbaining permission to reforward food parcels to these
concentration camps, as is done for allied »risoners of war and
civilian internees in Germeny, To their zreab regret, the blockade
uthorities firmly refused %o authorize these consignnents, insist~

as zn essential condition, for such an authorization. that these
s should be assimilated with nrisoners of war, i,e, that the

tions of the Geneva Convention ghauld he apnlied to: them, "
a neasure denends, howvever, wion the Gerpen aubhorities; vhich
efuse to allow thie assimilation, The Internztional Committes re-
zret that fthe blackade aunthorities should have laid down this condi-
wes rellef entirely denendent upon a decision to he
taken by the detaining authorities and vrevents -the detainses from
Teceiving what are very necessary food sunlies, '

Judging that the blockade anthorities are nob opnosed. on prin-
cinle to this cabegory for peculiarly afflicted war-victims receiv-
ing assistance, dut that they are concerned chiefly with preventing
the detalning country fron deriving any benefit from the fogdstuffs,
the International Committee have endeavoured todiscover ™ means.
of guaranteeing the safe disbtribution of. relief invthese.camys;fiAt;
the same time, they have sought to provide the- blockade anthoritiss
with guarantees which would be esuivalent (if not suvérior ;
meens of control which are vrovided for under the‘Convention of ;
Geneva, the latter being unfortunately inapplicable'inrthe-”rgsenﬁ—f
insteonce, - L R T

These giarantees are the following: thanks to.certain small::

vhlch have been received in Switzerland, we have been able to
sernd some percels to the princinal concentration: camvs in Germany.
and even to certain canps and nrisons in the oqcupiéd’countries,}'
asking that aclnowledgments be returned to us versnonally by the -
beneficlaries., In certeiln camms (Oranienburg and Ravensbruck),'qur

delegates have been able to nscertain on the snob that .t areels——




- . - - - - - - - i3
were actuaily deliversd, snd that %here was no reason-to fear thﬁy.
had been mismpropriated, Ve ave’ thus able 2t present. to send v
cels to Horwegian (also to the students from Oslo), Dutch, Polish,
Belgian, Greek, Gzech and other deportess in Dachasu, Buchenwald, -
Sachsenhausen-cranienburg,rRavensbruck, and’ in certain ‘other camps; = -
but for lack of funds and narcels, we are not in a.position. o e
develop this relief action on the scale vhich would bé necessary; - -
at present it is still in the stage of a test pfocess undertaken: fo -
furnish the blockade autnorities with evidence that the scheme i
feasible, znd that fully adeguate guarantees could be supplied and
vhich we should be resdy %o submit for the attenbion of the revre~.
sentative of the American Legation, should the labtter be interested
in these varicus test cases, ’ E :

Although the detaining authorities declins to supnly the In-
ternational Committee with the names of volitical prisoners and ‘even
with information on the stremgths of the carms, this action kag had
a noteworthy result, The parcels which we have nevertlieless bsen
able to deliver to certain detziness have as a matter of faet atted
as a snowtall, and the next-oi-kin, in the home couniries of the
devortees, having doubtless been no

tified by letters from the camps,
are row advising us spontaneously of thé names snd addresses of ihe
Cemortees, Thms we vossess the nomes — and we would ask jou to .treat
thls.as strictly confidential — of nearly all the orwezians 1

eng, Muich-
and a large numder of Poles vho are political -risoners in

e con-
camzs, Consignments could therefare ba ‘organized systemagt-
we wuld ever e in & nosibtion to receive aclmawledgenents
»risoners' rewresentatives - similarly to the wrocadure ap-
prisoner of war camos - for any collective consignments

t be despatched,

i~ -

oroblen would be to send food supplies by. woans
els %o several thousand political Drisoners (ap-
50 Yorwegians, a thousand Dutch men end vomen, -oxr:
thereabouts, and as meny Polish men and women), We do not kmow the
strengths of the other nationalities, but fesl convinced that s
world have their names communicated to us. if we were able
to undertake tnis relief action,. )

ie

We are nrofiting by the ovnortunity afforded us. by the’ s
Refuges Zoard, thankg o their generous supvort, of drawing Shelr:
attention once more %o this very ursent wroblem, ond of warmly rec
omrending that they contribute to supnlying a perticularly deser
end severly striclzen category of war-victims with relief whi "
be insirumental in saving the lives of nany of then,

hinmlgng s

III. Relief for children var~victinmg, narticularly in- Serbis and:
Slovenia, , . o e

Fronm accurate information received from Belgrade we hear: that
there are at present in Belgrade and several other Serbian tg\ms
more than 80,000 children who have escaved from ‘the areas which

. used to be included formerly in Yusoslovia, and which afe now ate




tached to Croatia. "hese ro*ucee cnﬂdren are: 1n a pa:rticul
critical condition; they are undernourished and- rea‘nre cloth
Their health condition is pitiful, It would beé necessa ‘r':r to or
Banize energtmc,f relief actlon for thelr benefit

The same may be said of cbildren in Slovenia. (the northern 5
section of Yugoslovia), This area was first. annexéd by Italy which
undertoo& to sunnly it . The situation \mlch ‘was alreadx"serious ha.s

’_an 100 OOO chlldren are suffering “from malnutrition )

such as milk, sugar, ckocolate, ovaltine and other strengthening
foods-are entirely lacking., Here too relief consigrments are ur-
gently reguired, -We enclose a distribution vlan in case it shoild
orove useful, : i - o

The.-Internationsl Committee of the Red Cros-s and. the J'o:.rt :
Relief Commisszion (Commission ulxte) undertske to apply in any fubure’
c"on - as in the vast - measurses of control as strict as possible,:
and Yo prevent any misapvrovriation of relief consignments,  We shall
sroveed to carry out relief only when we have gained the conviction
es Tar as vossible that the detaining authorities will not derive any
direct benefit from the relief swolies,” We shall subnit to the War
Refuzee Boerd - if possible thro:;;‘p their renresentative at the
Anerican Legation in Bern ~ all the evidence which we can gather
vouciting for the safe arrival of relief supnlies, and resorts on ’c’eir :
c¢istribution, in =1l cases where our delegates have been able %o be
‘zresent, Thus.ihe War Refusee Board will be in a position o ‘judge
vhether 1t is vossible to cerry out a svecific undertaking or not,

Fyurther ve do not think thet rizid regvlations for control are
medient; we nave alrea dy 1*'em,:Lone‘" the examole (of, woint II) of
itw cal prisoners in German concentration camns to whon the blockade
:.orluies do not consider it mermissible fo send relief narcels so
ong as they are not assimilated with nrisoners of war, : The criter-
ion to be selected for control should, in our.opinion,. Ve as-flex-
e as the relief action itself; one vwrinciple musi-however be -
tly axmlied,.i,e, that relief must benefit only,.txose for whom"
intended, : L O
Ve are at the entire di s‘oosal of the Yer ReﬁJﬂee Bobrd to su
them with any additidnel information- t..ey ma‘/ desire ts:

Yours truly,

Carl J, Burckhardt
jiember of the Invernhtmn'ﬂ_ Gommibtee .
of the Red Cross. :

.z




