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',(’, AR ,G?nﬁiemen:

, certain persons hava asserted that
der 9417, Jexempt’ perqons ‘and ‘azencies
1ef from com’olying with requirements made ' ;
1ef Control ‘Board- under the nrovisions of

here 1s ‘no overla'oning between the
in’ order to. resolve ‘any doubts in
, the Var Ref‘u_rree Board heréby.. delegntes
R’elief Control ‘Board such authority, if any,
as may' ‘have'bes transferred by xacutlve Order 9417 from. The Presi-
dent's War Helief Gontrol Board to. the War Refugee Board :

= The President's War Relief Control».

Waahi

Washington-) Buildhxg\

T '”ashing‘on foc ”’"‘”7"7“’"




by The President'

Executiva Order 9205 dated July 25 1942-»'
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War Pelief Control Board under the provisions of

i

521

Secretarv of State

H, MODGVVTHAUer.;

JOSEPE x; DAVIES :
! Chairman P W RS C B

Secretary of ‘the Treasury

HENRYrLl STIMSON -~

Secretary of War
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e VAR DEPARTNENT
'  VASHINGTON
3 March 1944 ’

The Hono rable )

The Sacretary of the 'I‘rea.sury

Dear Mr, Secretary.

)

o . :letter .of ‘ :
b the War Re' ugee Board
! their consideration,

was Feferred to the. Joint Chiefs of Staff for %" L

. 3 ) Aa a: resu.lt of T study ‘ot this matte a message _similar -
: ) i to that proposed by you has’ been dispa’cched. to the appropriate U, 8,0 o
Army Commanders, I have been informed- that: the Navy: Department has. . )

taken the necassary action to ‘inform the" U. S, Navy Gommnder concerned-

; ' o R Sincerely _/ours
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c EXECUTIVE) OFMEEH&)F THE PRESIDENT
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: P : : WASHINGTON 25.75;
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EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Gentlenen:

,'eifect the ‘relief and’ rescue’of
"with exterminstion by the ‘eneumy
that such agenecies-
cue of a number of

problem. Consequenth,
mit to it;-at your earlie »
in writing of such specific action :

of - any:project. you suggest.
““mind that the: 2 15 c
P volving the relief OT ‘Tescue of groups-ofp
—proposals limited to any. specific-individua

The Board is v’ cogn
';preparatlon of any such stutement but bt
effort thus-expende

oo Y pebruary 8, 1944

g that you are. equi ped g ake to 1end dZsgistance

Order, and’

5 i1 think
ol se.7:tions. of al
i : earliest pos




o~

ﬂrgugg9§tions'as:you may. be. prepared -to-make.: -

330 Hest 42nd Strset, Ko

R S N

thelstaffidf~thé;ﬁoard:i§fé1W§ysiavailable?fbr,discussionSLWith your
vrepresénbutives,gndzjheiconéideration"oijuch further proposals or

" Very truly yours, .

~ " (Signed)
‘J;‘W.‘

- Acting ‘Executive: Director. : .

1y Gouncil on European Jeish Affairs

the-World:Jewish
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- PRIVATE A INC REIZITTANCESVA_UTHORIZED BY
UNITED STATES TREASURY FOR WAR REFUGRE BOARD PURPOSES

COUNTRY. =~ ORGANIZATICN ) r'it’ S L AMOUNT TOTAL
Switzerland : American Christian Comnittee for B
_ . ...... Refugees =’ e 149,500
American: Frlend" Serv1ca Conmuttep B - 25,000 -~
American J éwish Joint Distrlbutlan :
Committee= : - ‘ : 13,679,000
Belglan War Relief, Ine.- -‘- — - 115,000
Friends of Luxembourg) Inges = < = — - 45,000
International Rescue and Relief o
| Committee= = = = .= 5 = . SR ?'— - 225,000
Jewish Labor Committee =~ = ~'<7n <~ 55,000
gi Poale Zion Organizatioh and Jewish ’
t National ‘Workers Alliances: === =« 18,000
i The : Queen ‘Wilhelmina Fund, Inc,= ="~ = 215,000
; _ Self-Help ‘of Emigres from Central ’ ' 7
Burope .= = = = = Simiai i Ll L 40,000
Unitarian- Service: Committee et Dt 111,000
Uninn of Orthodox Rabbis =@ &iw: = 700,000

h| 1nn . . [V

Vaad. Hahatzala Emergency Comm Jtee—

World Jewish Congressg, '":,__4237 010 -
: ’ R e 7 $16,845,610
Portugal o American Friends Service Commlttee s - 25,000
American Jewish Joint Digtribution .
“Committee~ mi-mn Sfaloato Ll o 102,000
Jewish:Labor Committeg: =< & - Z - < 10,000
V'Hbrld Jew1sh Congress—::;f”; -z --- 50,000
’ ' 187,000

—amige




L ORGMIIZATION el ' AMOUNT . TOTAL

¢ COUNTRY
Sweden
R S :
o Ital y
B o TN
P H “i
!
Turkey

 pierican ‘Friénds: Service Committes - ~# 1,600

American Jewlsh Jon.nt Dlstribution o )
Committean = = mae hodin L min W m 106,000
Americedn Relief for Norway, Inc. - = = - 520,000
Board -of National Missions- of the

Presbyterian Church= = =« &c'a « & - i5,000~ *
International Rescue ‘and Relipf ’
Commitbee= = m =im i S L L ba - 24,000
Polish: War Relief Inc.—i—_ S e - - 25,000
‘Vaad ‘Hahatzala Emergency Commlttne - - 10,000
World Jewish Congress~i~ = <= « - - - 10,000
i i o $§ 711,600
American Jewish Joint Dist; 1bution :
Comnittee= = = s imi= w e 341,000
) ; : 341,000
'American Jewish Jomt Dlstrihxtlon “
Commitiee~imi~ = oL L === 150,000
Emergency: Comnittes to Save the
Jevish -People-of- Europe*Inc.w— e 55,000~ T T
International Rescue and Reldef = : P -
Committee= = = = = 2Rl e L e e w 35,000 -
-Vaad Hahatzala Emergency Gommit’cee - - 25,000
215,000
N .
- .




COUNTRY ORGAI‘IZATICN 3 AMOUNT TOTAL
Albania ,'American Je\nsh Jomb Dl trlbutlon, ) T

Committee= = - = = <=« o ool - .8 10,000

- & 16,000

Spain ’V'Amorican Jew:Luh Joint Dlstributlon‘ . - .

Comnittees = = = = ~ == =~ -~~~ _ . 150,000 ,

‘ i , s , 150,000 :
Great Britain American Jewz.sh Joint DLstrlbution ‘ . - 7 :
; Committee~ ~ = e o lilL Lo L L L - 20,000, - -
" American Relief for.- Czechoslovakla - = 350,000
-French Relief Pwndy Ing, - - - - - - - 150,000 -
; Polish War Reli(-\f, Inc..—’- R 400,000 :

o - ’ 920,000 i
o~ : . Sk
™ SRR . o
— Palestine- - Awerican Jewlsh Joint Dlstribution ) - ]
! s Commitbee=~ = < ol Ll L - 761,353

Poale Zion Organization: and Jewish ’ :
National Workar's Alliance- == = === -.33,000 - )
,. , LT 194,353 - B,
2 — Vl&’g;gcco ~}Vaad Hahatzala E nrgency Comm:.ttee - 19,000 7 o
: : : T 19,000 -
Russla 5,200

5,200

£20,198,763




<

~ 1321 -

DOCUMENT - 505

AR REFUGZZE BOARD
Executive Office of-the Presidené

Washington

FOR RULEASE, HORNING NEWSPAPIRS, ‘ Yo, 1
Fridey, Januarj 28 1944 -

The War Refubee Board hgld its first meeting on UednesdaJ,
January 26 The meetlng was: attended br Secretaries Hull, Morgzen-
thau, and Stimson.-

The Board announced that all Unltea States diplomatic and con~
suler offices throughout’ the world hpve been instructed to do every-
thing possible to effectuate this Government's war refugee policy
as announced by “the President bearing, in mind the urgency of the
nroblem._ﬂi,_ - : - 2

”he 1nstructlonﬂ iqsued covered t\e follow*mb nointss

o A1 n1351ons wers: adv1sed u;ht instructions had teen
issued by the President o ‘tlie ‘Secretary of State, the
Secreta ary: of the’ TreasurJ, and Ll Secretary of War to. .
endeavor to ‘effect 1mrediut91v the rescue. and rellef of
Jews in aurone and .of otﬂer( lctlns of Hazi terror, Tae
‘Presidentts L"ecatlve Order, 155uéd on .Januar: 22, 1644,
conualned the followwqa 6eclar tlon.

"Tt ' nollcv of fis Governnont
“totake. alT neasures within: its vower to rescue
. the victins: ‘of ‘enemy onnreeqlon who are in imni-
nent’ danger of. death: and: otherw1se to afford such

victing nossmble reliof and assistance con-
sistentix the succefssfu1 prosecution af the
war; i el B T N '

For tne nnrnose of: carr, ng out txﬂﬂ oolicy, the
Oroer ;sebs-un aWar Refugee Board composed of the
aecreuarv of.8ta ate; tne Secretary of the Treasury, and

She Secretary af War,: This, Board: is responsible to the
P;esﬁﬁent, and foritiis gsclgwed the responsivility for
currjing out: tne molicy above: anngunced, Maile the

ard is resnon"' ) dlreCuly”for £iving effect tn the

&OLle,,it is-directed to wor‘(wvth ULFRA ~the Inter-
:-Zovernmental- G 1%tee,’.pu T "nnrovrlate inter-
'ﬁationalforgé izations;" The Plesldeﬂt made it clear that
indealing with this 1mno”t2nt and difficult nroblem he
expected: to have full’ cooperation fram the governmentsg
of the UnlueO‘I tions ‘andother foreign governments, -
The fa¢ilitiesiof the Denartnent of State, the Trecsury
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Denartment, and the War Department were direct to be em-

sloyed to lend the fullest aid possitle to victims of

Axis persecution, The President erphasized tire urgent
necesslty of frustrating the Nazi design to exterminate
Jewish and o ther minority growos in Eurove,

Cooperation was directed with all publle agencies

and established private orzsnizations in the rescue A
areas of those officers who are deéaling with this vrob- {
len, to the end-that effective programs end measures for
relief, rescue, naintenance, and. fransnortation .of per-
secuted victims may be developed znd carried out, Im-
mediate reports re"atinb to. the sitnation existing in
the countries of the rESDBCuiVB offlcers have oeen re—

the encouragement and cooner ation“given to cucq ertry,
and the'extent to.which each country does.not cooverate
in nerﬂitting entry.; ‘Where refugees are refused entry
at frontiers, the facts and reeeans for such action have
been reguested,

Reco1nend tions a§ to DOQS‘Gle 31nes of action have
been agked, wiith rotation pfspecial obstacles vhich may
hendicsp :resuce onerﬂtxons'ﬂnd metisds of overconing such
o"stacles.

ennroached to ascor~
prenared to cononerate,

Torelgn governments are:bei
tain: the extent to which:they ar

&
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DOCUMENT 528
VAR REFUGEZ BOARD

Bxocutive Office of the President

Washington _

- FOR IM!'EDIATE RELEASE, RELEASE MO, 2
* Friday, February 4, 1944,

The War Refuzee Board met today and designated John W, Pehule
as Acting Executive Director

L e R

( . Hr, Penle ig Assistant’ to the Secvetar_/ of the Treasury, and
Director- of Foreign Funds Control The: Secremry of the Treasury
has glven him ledve of absence o serve ‘as -Acting Frecubtive Director
o*” the W..r Rem{,ee Boerd.ar Y

) Penle's: \}ori as Direc‘:tdr of ‘Foreign Funds CGonirol has afforded
\ him wide emerience in’ nec'otica,i;lncr with represensatives of foreizn :
governments as’ well as with the vm’ions denartments and agencles of . .
this fovenment that will be callecl on to:participate in the worlk i
of the War Refugee Board,- His voTi 1n hese £161lds ales has brovsht !
hin into . close’ touch utn the- nroolens ,u before the Borrd, and he
is well mown- to:.the nrlvate ngencies interested in relief work =nd
the rescue of rcluge‘.s.. ) :

Peile is & career man in the uov'erm‘ nt, having entered the
Office of the General ‘Coungel of tvme Treasury Depariment upon his
graduetion fron the Yale Law Sehool in: 1954, Hé was noned Acsis—
teat o the Secretary the Lreasur;r and Director of Foreign Funds

Cont“o" ~in-1940, Co : :

. Y N
henuers ‘of the Haz: Refugee Board are: ‘the Secreto ary of State +
the Sec;c tary of the Treasury, and the Secretary of VWar,
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YAR REFUGES BOARD <.
Bxecutive Office of the President
Washington

FOR IML(EDIATE RELEASE . RELEASE Y0, 3
Wednesday, February 9, 1944,

The War Pefu{_,ee Board annou.nced today that it 1s soliciting
the written subges’cions b- all*interested nrlva’ce agencles as to
the measures that they believe the Board can take to rescue and
otherwvisge brin relie; to Jews and other victims of enemy versecu-

tion, AR L 3

A‘{he BOJ@.";J.SO as‘.:é'd:"'thét vrivate agencies advise it »romntly

“of such measures as fhey-@reequinved to take to lend assistance in
Tits work, In this cozmect:.on, the Board has advised the nrivate

abencies concerned that it Will have to-confine itself to »rojects
invol¥ing the relief or rescue of .groups of persons, The 3oard
stated-that it w111 not ‘be ab"e to-deal vith nroooqa_s linited to

- seeking out and: rascalng mJ 1nuv1<. 1al

Ip wri tlnb to tqe nriv te orb ninations concnrnea with the

aroblenm; the Boeord stated that Ativas not unmindful of the fact
that ' srivate. aE,ercies ‘have. for some-tine been seeking means tn ef-
fect the relief and rescie 6f Jews and other ainority grovns -
threatenad with e:«:verminatlon bv the' enemy, A nunber of victims of

'ene’m;,r pe secution have been reccued oY brought relief t.rough the
£r

forts ’F‘_ such- nrive,ts a,;rencws. ;

1t vas stated 'u', tne Board's offlces tou}' that although it
was believed that: all 1ﬂtere ted vrivate agencies had been solici-
ted, it was nossible that a Tow were omitted by inadvertence, A
dosu'd “Spokesman ‘stated tnat any 1nterestnd nrivc,’ce organization
that doeg.not receive, within: tne next.few days, a letter from the
Board soliciting 1%s views end coonerat1on, shoulé comzunicate with
the Board prompily, L
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DOCUMENT
YAR REFUGEZ BOARD

Executive Office of the President

WVaghington

FOR IM:EDIATE. RELEASE, RELEASE N2, 2
Honday, February 21, 1944,

John VW, Pehle, Actins mxecutlve DlrecVo* of the Yar Rafugee
Boa*d, today announced ‘that . Ira qirschmann, vice-bresident of
Bloomingdals Brothers, Inc,, ¥ew York City, nas been designated as
the Board!s snecial revresentative in Anirara, Turkey, assizned as
Snecial Attache to ‘the unbassy 1n gonnection with war refugee mat-

i, E achuann arrived in Anfara Fébruary 14, and 1s now en~
seged in the. development of: programs’and: the” 1ﬂnle~enuqtlon of
neasures for the-rescue, tran51o*t1t10n, maintenance and relief of
Jews and otqer nersecuued minorities in duroue.
¢ “Hr, Hirschmann haéfspeht,considerable'time in western and cen-
tral Europe, ~ .In 1938 he ‘atteéndesd the avian Conference zs an nb-
for the United States.Government, = Later he went o Austria
WRere -\ at* the coonerﬂuivv 32 frlends he “rrﬁnred for several hun—
§ f cegto 16&V9 tna counurv. .

Lr Hir"canann's m0°u recé t governnent service was as special

a531stant %o William DaV1s of the War Lebor Board, He is interested
in civic activities-and serves &g & member of the Board of Higher
Béucation of the City of New-Yori, .
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DOCUMENT . T 529

WAR RIFUGEE BOARD
Executive Office of the President
Washington

FOR RILEASE, MORUING NEWSPAPZERS, RELEASE N0, 5
Tuesday, Harch 28, 1944,

.

In a news dispatch from Stockholm, dabed March 25, the As-
soclated Press renorted’ that Syeden had turned down an American /
Oovernment request that-some ‘Swedish’ shipning be used to evacuate 7
{ Jewlsh refugees:«irom Rumanian and Black- Sea ports to Palestine, The
' reason given for tlhe Swedleh attiiude was said to be lack of avall-

able shipping, : The War Refugee 'Boardilcdnfirms that the matter hag
been under discussion, ‘The fact. that no arrangement for Swedish
.- __...Bhipoing has ag et proved Bossible ‘does not reflect any negative
attitude on the part of the Swedish Governmert which has continually
: shown a sympathetlc interest in humanitarien’efforts of this kind,
r- © The Bwedlsh Minister has-zssured the War Refugee Board that the
Swedish Governnment 'ls prepared to 46 jeverything vossidle to aid the
- efforts of the Board," P

S




.
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DOCUMENT ‘j 530
WAR REFUGEE BOARD
Executive Office of the President

Washington

FOR IMMEDIATE RALZASEH

: RELEASE X0, 6
Thursday, March 30, 1944

A Coldrado‘farmgr todayvgéiffﬁhe Var Refugee Board a donation
of $100 "to help finence your program" and an offer to teke in Tive
Jewish refugee”families'"when'the opoortunity arrives,!

2oIn‘a letter to John W,fPéhfe, The Board's executive directnr,
Harry C.: Rogers of : Dove :Oreek, Colorado, expressed his own and his
. neigubors'-gratification  dver the establishment of the Board and
its "humane undertaking" of rescuing the Jews and otler victims of
Hezni persecubion, Lo

"I have beeén taliing to some of my neighbors absut the relzbil-
1tation of the Jews:és a Dersonal resvonsitility md ax finding fast
resnonse, e vrote, MOur.Bille teaches us 'VWe sre our brothers's
keeper! and €his ¢all from she persecuted Jeus of Europe is the
clearest and mosh appealing 6. Christienity that has heen heard in
2,000 years, oo T

- "Enclosed is my checl:for:$100. to help finance your nrorran,
I want %o offer you ny persnnal-assistance when the oomortunity
arrives and nomes: aré souzhtifor these peovle, I will take Tive
Temilies on my own. farm and will see that ihey are sheltered under
the priﬁciples‘of the,Four“Fﬁéedes and tutored to love our con-
stitutional government ¥ - 77




Waghington

POR RELEASE MORWING LT“!SPAPEHS RELEASE X0, 7

’

Monday, April 3, 1944 - ’ -

‘The War Refugee Board 1s using all the power and prestige of
the Tnited States Government to save the victims of Kazi perseeu-
tion who.can: §t111 ve resoued,; John ¥, Pehle, the Board's executive
\ director; told 600" Midwest leaders: of the American Jewish Joint

> Distriduvtion Committes meeting.at the)Stevens Hotel in Cnicago i

vesterday, -He said the dinlomatlc, fiscal and nilitary agencies

of the Government. ag.i ell ‘ag-the facilities of the Office of War

- eI fornaiion; Vel S'm.nmng Administration, an d other agencies have
veen narsh'alec. for thc job

"1’1~e 'orecent nllltd‘y situatlon in the ‘Ballrans presents th ’ :
greatest challedge tothe 1‘o'u‘d in changing the attitude of the
eneay, ' Nr, Penle declared;. "Presldent Roogevelt's recent warning
to Gcrvmv and ‘her s:.tel‘iues ‘of . me congeguences of further perse-
“cutions in their: terutories, and “the: subsequent British endorse- o
e*lt 0% that warning-Have nrovided heavy. amrmnition on the DSy~
1

ogical varfara frAnt.L Gooner"t g with the- Yar P.e""nee Bo=rd, ' -
ffii:e ‘of War Informatibn and th e Britien Zroadecaging Cormany
carried and will contlnue £o- carr" that message.in every leng- -
Lo° every Tanu . o

Yr. Pehle emvhasized that the Board was using all metiods in
its rescue’ work: = formal and informal,: direct and indirect, con-
: entional and 1mconver\’cional ALL 6f thede methods, ne sald, have
ag their gonl the reseue’ of* nu:nen belng,s, ‘particularly Jews, from the
'barjarlen of .

the epefx,/. o

, ‘regSixx the 1rmort'3nce ot collaboratlon between the War Refugee
- Board end private sgencics oneratlub in“the refugee field, iir, Penle
asgerved that the: Var Ref‘uc,ee Board offers new opnortunities for ori-
| vate nhﬂcmuhronjef' to-overate, Sucur collaboration, he said, is
"'t_fw Dest metlo(l of” obtu:.nlnf‘ 0 lek 1~e‘sults in a desﬂer te veriogd,"

|
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: DOCUMENT 531
YAR REFUGEF BOARD o
Brecutive Qffice of the President . '

. Pey: ing 'cribu’ce to the worl' of the J D C,, he said: *It has :
~done anagh fj&gqufjg_li g,Its emerience cite Dersonnel, its noy=m—— - - .. — _ R — T
how, ‘and ibs funds have. oeen of. invalusble assistance to the work ° -
of:tne Yar Refugee Board in: rescuin{; the heloless, homeless r~nd
stateless refugees of Bnrove, ! Headded: that the War Refug
had-roceived excellent- so.,westlrms from- the' chairman of the
~urnne.m committee "\mo Jmove the probléms first hand, "

-

-
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DOCUMENT 532 |
WAR RRFUGES BCARD ’ o

Bxecutive Office of the President i

FOR RELIASE MHORMNING ;‘TIIWSPAP"QS : , ZASE 0, 8

Washington
Aoril 12, 1944

Join' ¥, Pehle, Bxecutive Director of tie War Refugee Poard,
today ennounced the . appointment of Iver G, Olsen as the Boarals !
{ : special. renresentatlve in: Sboclmolra, Sweden, assigned as special !
attache to trle Legatlon on ‘Var Refugee matter !
i

Tand i Llenent measures for tne rescue, maintenance and re]ief of

Jews - and’ other persscuted mingrities in Burove, Ira Hirschmann of :
) ‘- Few Yorl City;ivho was cles:.gnded in Fcoruarv as the Board's repre-~ ;
sentative in Turiey is duein Wasnington this nonth for M"urgent
con S‘Jl 'itwon" \Iit:‘. t}\e Bo9rc.

- Ia‘r “1 seri, a natwe oi’ Horway, hag been a financizl atiachf o
tiie ”rcasuzr*,"s Divieion: f)f Honetdary Resea wreh gince October, 1543,
Prior %o’ that time: ‘he: as” snecial agsigtant to the director of Foreizn
Funéds Co‘ trol

<A res 1uent of Gilford “ew' Hamoshire, he received his education
at Zogton,University: the bcnool of Forelgn Service, Teorzetown
University; #nd Craw i‘ord's Dlplom tic Scrool of Washinston, He isg
the duthor of- numercus articles on “banking, investments and econamic
« oroblens; g : ’

f -
i

D
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DOCUMENT 533

: WAR RZFUGHEZ BOARD
Zxecutive O0ffice of the President
Washington

FCR RELFASE MORIING NEWSPAPERS RELEASE N0, 9
Monday Anril 17, 1944

John Y, Pehle; executive dlrector of the War Refugee Board,
today annourced the eppointment of Dr, Robert €. Dexter, execuiive
director and actinz commissioner for:Burope of the Unitarian Ser-
vice Committee, a5 the Board's snecial rpnreeentatlve in Lisbon,
Portusal ST . e A

%

Dr, Dextegﬁpas bennmﬂn'Llsbon gince the fall of 1942, In his

F956%, 25 special .abtache. to tHe, Liegation on: var refuges matiers
11 worlk with ypublics and vrivate agencies in develoning nrorrams

;aed immlerenting measures 'for the" rescue, transportation, mainte-

narce: and relief. of refugees.

He hag- snent mueh o; hls 1ife abropd For seven months in the
winter of 1941 and 1942 he directed tie Unitarian Service activities
in Poriugel and ZIngland, ~In 19AO he” coent three months in Zurope
survpv"b refuges needs, . At they4ing he; visited 12 countries and

- was instrumental in’ securing the vnlease of 1,300 nrisoners in

Hungary, | In 1938 hé wag head of tﬁe C VLnsslon for Service in
slovakia. and- vas aecorated by t\e:Czéch Government-in-Srile
is work 6 witi Cgech refugzdes, . Before the war he btraveled in
Hungary ané Rumenia znd abtbtended nany :sessions-of the Assembly

- and Council oftne League’ of Nations in! Geneva.. In 1926 he was one

of+ EQ university nrofeaqors qert to’ the Hague-and Germany by the
Cerne;ve “naowmeru. -
k ”radla+e of Srowa UﬂlVCT“lb], Dr ~Dexter was for 10 years a
worker id the Thiited Stetes and"Canada and taught social
and ﬁolltlca. science at Skidno”e .061Yege and Clark University,
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"DOCUMENT 034
WAR RITUGEZ BOARD
Executive Office of the President
Washington
FOR RELEASE MORNING PAPERS RELZASE X0, 10
Saturday, April 22, 1944

Johr' W, Pénle, Exocutive Director of the War Refugee Board,
today announced .thé ‘apvointment of Roswell }cClelland as thue Soard's
svecial revresentative in Bern,: Switzerlaend, assigned as special

—atuacoe to the Legation on’war: refugee natters,

Hp, cClelland hag. heen 1dentifisd with the American Friends

-Service: Oonm.tte?s rei‘ucee vork'in Burope for the last four years.

In 1940 he‘was! in éharge of th 8 Conmi’ctee s office ir Rome, woric-
ing with Tewigh: and Cathol:.c grouns Wwho were alding refugees in leav-
:wf the country. In 194% he worked with- the Qusker Center in

isrseille, bre.nce. In:1943; he wag vlaced in chiarge of tre Com~
'ﬂitteﬁ‘s worlr 1*1 Ceneva, Swa.tzerland

In Hig nev nos’c as “/ar Refu.gee Board eppointee he will develop
proframs and ivl...ubmate meg.sul'es to rescue Jevs and other mersecuted
mirorities in ""LLLO‘)“ who -are’ in 1}nt‘i'10nv danger of death,

A nﬂtivc of Cvliforma, Moy 'HcClelland received his early
education in Switzerland, . He is a*graduate of Dulce University and
rece*ver’ a laster of-Arts. de&,ree from Columbiz University, He'is

e soit - of Ross 8%, John HeClsl 1zmd of Los Angeles, :mte""lztiona'l
Yaniker and 'engineer.
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Washington

RELEASE NO, 11

(’l'he followinn' radio broadcast by Mr,
John W, Penle, Execitive Director of
;the-Yar Refuizee Board, ond Baukhage,

. Blue Hetworzs guest commentator, on the
progran of the United ! Jevwish Appeal oo i
for Re*‘u.o-ees, Oyeérseas Needs and Pales~ '
tine is" scheduled Tor: presentation from . .
U’—ls‘lington by -the xTatlona.l Broadcasmng ¥
Gor_many oewreen- ,,_@L end 12:30 n,m., i

1s‘i‘or~re1 eage ab that time )

Beukhagd tallFing From w!as ﬂ:.n—'fton where on January 2

of this year oy érecutive order the President set up
the VYar Refigee Board cons;stmo‘ of the Secrestary of
Sm.te, the Sceretary of tha repsnr,/ end the Secretary
of War, .guote Mo fake setian for the imaediate rescue
fron the _laqs of ‘pg.many as Hos5ible of the wersecutad
ninorities of Jurome r@cf aly. relizious ~nd noliticel -
all eivilian victms'o; eqe"ly" savagery,! end ouote,
Mose wefe .’q‘;e words of the o ,1cial statement,

A full~t ime’ execu d1rector of that Board wz
annointed, " He ig: Jomn Pehle, assistant to the Secre—-
tary of the Treasury,- and on ‘leave as director of
Foreign Funds Control, hr. Penle is sitting right here -
with me' now, :

:orv 'étié;cessful effort is a
and. I vant to bring that
. ?ehle, I uant you to tel1

THe drivrxﬂ' force in
rsoﬂ..llty -.a hunan being_
rsonality before’ you, -
ne m vour own word_s so‘1e

be
e

nell in tqe flrst nln.ce,,"- 3
fc;ne”ciﬁis 30

of rescuin'r tﬂe ref .1beeq
ches £ thé enemJ is significant, It brin-s
Tomé st vre'vt “force the ur;uenc" of the nroblenm.
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Yes, I can understand that ur, sency, Ve lmow tret

thousands of persons are being rounded up every day and
shipved to execution centers like tiose in Poland,. Ve
We hear about these things, tut they seem rather vague,

Let me -tell you, Mr, Baukhage, one tynical story - a
story that began in Poland but, thank heaven, didn't
end  there, . Thers 1s nothing vague avout David, a little
boy, & Polish Jeéw; 8. years old when he saw his narents
killed. in Wa.rs;w by‘ a Yazi firing sound, He ran away
to the. woods, - For v eeks he wandered alone until a
kindly Chpis tian Iarnﬂr ‘and his wife hid him in their
hone Later the ‘vnderground helped him across the bor-~
derto Boufienia, ' There -he was caught in the genoral
roundup- of. Toreign: Jows and sent to exile in Trang-
ieh you lcnowi ‘wes:German-occunied Russia,

It wag'in tpat n’xrticu_l'lr enle, wasn't it, that over
half of 200 000 refabees died of mistreatment and star-
v‘:.t:.on. s B

That's rignt Severul months ago = olong with 40,000
fellow exiles = David ‘was ‘brought hack %o Bucharest,
s.pub on the Roumaniens %o
save the shrviving' refugees from amihilation bty the re-
treéating Gerrw..nv rr*y

A few wneks F!r-O, w1t1 tie heln »f the Jevisr Avency
fov' T’ales’ome Dayid ootumed passage on a ship which
ailed from Gonstanza across. the Black Sea to Istanbul
Tl e’ Joint Distrlbutmr\ Comriittee wrovided funds for the
voJa,ge, Dav*d had no. documents - none of the exit and
entrance nermts requiréd of travelers, But thanks %o
the ‘efforts. of Aubagsador Steinhardt and the War Refugee
Board representativé in Turkey He got through Tarzey and
on:to Palestme, “David! as: been througn fire, But now
'\e' .safe) {e fsces 1] 1n°teaﬂ 01 @.Gauh

Tha.u brm s it none But Just "oir, Mr, Pehle, does
your B *\1 funcbion at t igiend? '*Ihe*'e does 'Ia?hington )
come 1~1? :

Lucn of t’-\e wom' s ds ne t'xrow'rx dinlomatic channels
with—the7ass ) e StUtP‘Déﬁﬁftﬁenf‘?ﬁE IE_’f”"
foreim 'r aresentatives, Today ‘the United States, .as
one of the récognized 1e'1ders among nations, is in a
nocltlon 10 brﬂng,‘-mmn o ‘other -couniries - allies,
neutrals, and Aris satellites clilke =~ what fthe American
people.wint ‘doné a'bf)ut' fugees, After all, the job of

. the Yar. Refugse Board is .to carry out the desires of the
American veonle on this subject,

.
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Wnat about diplomatic vressure on the satellite coun—
tries, !r, Pehle? Can that actually be used tn save
lives?

It certainly can,
How? .

The -satellites no longer have any illusions about the
outcone of the war,

Thej cartalnly b oulcn't have,

They'know that Germany will be defeated, We can bring
about 2 morse liberal attitude toward the refugees by
ma:ing it crystzl—ﬂlear to these countries that the
United States and the.United Mations will bear in nind
%qeir treatment of ninorities when the time far final
seu+lenent cones. )

4°t's ses, it v s only ‘a few weeks ago, wasn'i 1t, shet
n

N ’
the President' ned Germany and tie satelll tes of the
consequences o Turther persecution of the Jews,
Thetleirighty: And e called unon all “is Sree -esnles
i+ Eairone and Asia "to onen their frontiers to 211 vie-

ms o; o“nrecslon !

hove had

anyfeffeqt?

Wle are sdre uh“t they do, althougn it is obviously &if-
ficult to mea swre their effectiveness exactly. The
fact that Roumarisg: vermitted the refugees to return
from Tranisatstria’ to Roumania proper may well he an er—
armle 6f the succcss of &nis technioue, ‘e have evi-
dence thatithese warnings have injected new life and
hope into ‘thousands. of downtrodden, tormented neonle -
have been “booster snot"" to sinking hearts,

I " the. voTL’ hich the Wa ar Refugee Joard is doing in
any viay daolic“t1nx 4the activities of wrivate agencies
such as those which are represented in, the United

Jewisn Anoeal?

DefinlteWy not —LJ Ban[ﬂhge Prlv"te arencies
<h tbe 30 rd b

done that only Government can ¢
neet  the ﬁrlnc pal ‘costs and assist 1n IunCtlnnal wavs,

“Ye need “them End they need us,
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Well, ilr, Penle, can you tell ugc a little nnre concretely

how this woriks out?

Let me tell you about Leon end Rubth, a Jewisi counle
vhose martyrdom began waen the Germans took France, For
a time they hid in the outskirts of Paris and then in
the surrounding country, Last winter they made their
way- to Spain., Their only vossessions were the clotues
on their bacdks. = After making this treacherows journey
they.were held in custody until orovision could be made
for: them,. The Joint Distribution Comnittee —~ one nf the
agencies in': ‘the United Jewish Anneal -~ secured their
fréedom: by Fusrantemm their maintenance., Leon and
Rutt;, are in Ba;:celpna now, They are candidates for
avacuation. to-a caim which the United States =nd Zreat
Britai'n’ havé -set:up near Casablanca in Yorth Africa,
" The Yar- Refucee Board- is going %o see that they get
t ere ~soon,.
: :‘ﬁmt's ‘fine!
You: see, l.r Bau’llase, the agencies in the United
Jeiwish Apveal -~ the Joint Distridbution Committee, the
Refusee
Service .~ have a.very distinguisiied record of achieve-
'nant e wart to. sundlement and reinforce their nc-
tlv*ules. “We want to ‘coonerate withr thenm vherever it -
i X P aronr1atu.’ Ue hope that those who wish to “uriher
the nrogram of . the War Refugee Foard will do it by re-
hnondlng ‘generously. to the camairns of effective pri-
vate agéncies suen as those in the United fewish Awpeal,
As President Roosevelt said, through them Ythe American
veople cen makertheir-contritution to the fight for
aecencv, Huran. 4 ’Litj, and freedom for alt to live in
De“ce. : e :

'

Yow: there‘v one rr'or‘e caemnon I want to ask you, ilr,
Penhle, Iow is the: ‘present militery situation — t‘.

e in-
vaslon we re’ a_.l waltln for » affescting your wori?

Ea

Hr, Baull Ie, e T'ealize ’m' t the exigencies of var may
sm‘ldehly revérse or. delay some of our plans, We realize
“that ihe very nature of dur nrovlen nay c‘*a_m—*e Zut let
- reassure Fou. that:ve are deternined to save as nany
n ;- as fast avwécanr—We are vrevarad b
3 ation's ‘growing power. and our coming viutqu
for the lan,ne w)Lu‘nq,ses for wnich we fight,

"‘} n_lr you very -mueh, Hr, Pehle, for giving us thiec clenr
0% the 'mart the Wer Ref‘uLpe Board is pleying in
helpin,; the: refufecs
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VAR REFUGEE BOARD

Executive Office of the President .
Washington
RELFASE N0, 12

(The following address by John ¥, Pehle,
Brxecutive. Director of -the War Refugee Board,
before the Rededication Day Rally of the
United Jewish Avpeal ‘atthe Hotel Astor, lew
York, is:scheduled for: delivery at 8330 n.m,.,

\ Eostern War: T;me, ‘Ionggg,_ June 5, 1944, and,
‘s for releass at. that t;ﬁe;)

I am verv hannv to be Vere tonl ght to . join in the Rededication
Day Rally of the Unlted Jewigh ‘Appeal, As the conflagration in !
T . ‘Durope bleazes: with new fury, it is: fittlng that the officers and
‘ workers 1n . the agencleg of thqunited Jewisgh Appeal should conse-
crate ‘thenselves aneyw to. the tag vo_ rescuin the refuzees from the

clutches: o; the enemy : ’

Yie hho ‘are here tonlcxt have pledgﬁd our minds and our heorts

to :the salvation of ninan llvos.‘ Me are concerned with this task
firet =g ‘civilized men and wonmen -end:sécond =s citizens of a country
which is dédicsted toithis uan It is one purvose in which I am

convinced” that all Anm nericans,’ reg ardleﬂs of race, creed or nHolitical
affiliation,: j01n hearts and nands. 2

IT.an ere uon1ght GS a raoresentqtlve of the Government, Your
vnv1t19u10n is a nrofesslon of: faith in the work of the War Refugzee
Board, ether ve are 1ntereste& in getting the best possitle re-
sul{s in our: 11fe- ving mission,’ “You are well aware of . the magni-
tide of tha £ ﬂics1on. : -

-Liast January. Presxdent qoosevelt by executive order set un the
ar ‘Refugee Board, con51st1ng of tke_SecretarJ of Sthte, the Secre-
ar J of..the Treagury and the Secretary of War "to taike action Tor

immedicte Féscue of .as many: ag posqlb1e Fo. the nersecuted nmlnori-
cs o; arone - rwciwl, rpligious ‘and political,¥ By cresting the
rlsod the hunted and oppressed that the United
its. power o help them, I think: the ) ) _}
e SEriking oxemvls of the American T

nave frshisoned such an instrument,

i
N
&
f

d;\.c_,

timethe Bosrd was -credted and, I am sorry to ssy, even
illinng-of refugecs we”e wandering honmeless and wnwanted,
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niding wherever they could, over the map of Zurove, 3y far the
greatest vart of them were Jews.- for Hitler has singled out the
Jews for éestruction, In the past four years millions of them have
suffered desolation and death,

EZven before the war a great meny Jewa were uprooted, Ifany
thousanés left Germany end Austria to escape Hazi persecution, ¥When
Hitler occupied Czechoslovakia great numbers of Czechs sought refuge
in Hungary,.Roumania.and more distant lends. In 1939 the Vazi in-
vasion of Poland forced snother exodus, Some of the Poles went to
Hungary and Roumania. - More. than a mllion are nov 1n Russia,

In’ 1940 t)_e invasion: o*‘ the Low Cou.ntrieq md the fall of

France sent more refugees on’ their endless march, Dukch,. Belgiansg,
and French fled befors the advancing German arnies into ceniral and
southvestern France, ~A rela atiyely small number nade their way

across._the Spanlsh oovder. ‘In 1941 when the Germans went into the
Balkans, a nwnber OI,,X\L"OS].B.VS and Greeks- escaned by way of Turkey,

l’hnse movenenus vers but -a few stro_x:es in the baecriround of the
tangled on.ctu:re of helpless, homeless, stateless refuzees who are
scabtered over: Burope todey = 2 picture painted with more shadous
than 11 - a,picvure w‘ﬂic‘.r:{ c‘.anges witk every militery action,

©Tae ngencies dn - the. Tini'uéd Jewish Anneal and the War Refusee
oard. ar aetev‘nmeé tormove these gesporaue mnted neonle %o
nlaces sgfet;r. He ?re deuermned to et =g many of them oub of
occupied Furope &s wé.csn, ag fast as we can, 2ut unill we can zet
thend cnd_we must use every-vossible mesns to keep them alive, ‘e
§ let the 'Ges.tabo or starvation get to then first,

e
of

I &1 sure you. viere -hea rte“led last Piiday, as I wes, vren
Prevnkn» Poosevelt told his wress and radio conference tl.nt sonme

of .these’ peovle. ore coming. t0:thisg country, He confirmed that con-
sideration was be1n5 gliven':to using an  2rmy camp no longer needed
for mj _.1t.,.rv nurnoseﬂ ‘asie uenmorury naven for these refugees, Th-
nignt I-am-gled bo tell; you Ha ‘plans for such 2 carp are going

forvard afifull s*)eed :

I f‘“ould ll’e tn no:.x t. Oht to ¥you e fe'r of the very blacl: smots
; cn pur "t*e'ltlon ‘is focu sged, One is Twngary, Since lerch
ig year “unr"’rv has oeen the DreJ of terrorist ilazi rule,
.m'snuotio 1s,dc,s')er9te. .You have a right to know tre
and. y g focts,  Altogether 807,000 Jewe in
H'U.\’).b.'_‘».I‘J,- wiricr had been a temvorary
Poland_and ather countries before.
: .'1urder chamber overnight., There
is no . ude to glo 1S over ‘thecold-blonded mossacre trat e ta cing
place-there, Ve .ave Tel iale informed that negoti tions arc al-
ready veing conc"‘ aded for de“)ort'ltlon to Bloand and to deatn of
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307,000 Jews who have been in concentration camns in [ungary since
the Gernman occupation, A sudden military develooment is the only .
nossible way all of these veople could be saved, There is little '
that we can do, but we are determined to do everything we can - -

and each small bit renresents hundreds of human lives, .

Reports had resched us that efforts were afoot in German-
occupied Italy to raige the anti~Jewish campalgn there to the sane
level of intensity as in Hungary, We cen 2ll thank God that the
liveration of :Rome-by our gallant troovs has signsled tae end of
Nazi om*‘ession in that great city of Burove, :

_ 'T‘nere a.re at lec.st By OOO children who rmust te rescued fron .
\ occuipied. France 'and ‘an equa.. number of children wwhose future de- :
pends unon our gettlnf tnem out of Bulgaria,

arg_]ut a—rﬂndom sam)le of our nrobleme, There are mony !
Yugos av*a, Slova;ia and elsevrere - eauslly nressing,

Wlwt ‘ve must ur\dc,rf'te.nd is that the immeldate rescue job is uwp
to.us, o nst Means it isiup. to effective orivate sgencies =1d the
War-Refugee Board - _t_o_,'/ou‘ and:.me and what we stard for, Uvon us

srests the: rusnori911ﬂitJ for ‘carrying out bthe desires of tl:e American
‘mednle to preserv:e I"LUcJ‘ decrncv, n\.u:um dignity and muman lives,

lxch-of, tne ‘J'=r Rezufev Board!s worlk is done tu
‘neh,, ‘whithithe as f‘tc_.ce of the Sizte Deoarvne*t
re uc"“ﬂuaulve“ Inagde COn‘.‘LerlOn I cannot reise
itting and wiolehésrted” efforts not only of Irs irschmann, our
akle reﬂresenue sive is returning o Anzars, bat also of Arbacsadar
Steinhardt in Turkey, . Hr) ‘Steinhe rd’c's active and resnvrceful coowmera-
tionthas mede-us all ‘grateful that he is our Arbacsadar in Turkey
at thig cmcia_ time,

Sacl in ’Januaryi the lvi"otle“ triclkzle of refurees who heé lhreen
coning to. Turkey from-the Balkans had virtually ceased, However,
the. nossﬂ)illtj of rescuing 1'1rger vm lc,r er numbers f)f ‘)01‘50'/1!‘

'greﬂs in- overcor ing: these q') tacles “n('. ore vran a
ussnd llVPS ‘were saved during the month of Anril alone, There
is: £004: Teason to hove th at the way 'is now paved for furtiaer suc-
ces‘s’ in“saving. lives '

en those whnege lives
eat—bo-give—srou-mn-iden — c —
I want to tell wmu, )
~attesmt—%o thwart - I B S

5-being dsne 6nthe nsycholo
le, whalt our Governnent is &

ThTough: the Tadio facilities of the Office of Var Information,

e
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the British Broadcasting Cormany and Radio Alglers the Voice of
America has been beamed steadily st Hungary since Merch 24 in
Hungerien lenguage short wave broadcasts, lHarch 24, you will re-
nember, was the day of the President's warning to Germany and the
satellites of the consequences of further persecution of the Jews
and other minorities, That ‘statement calling upon the free peoples
of Burope and Asia "to open their frentiers to all victims of op-
pression was the keynote of countless radioc programs, It was
followed up by nessages from Secretary Hull, various Senators end
leading Catholic churchmen of Hungarian extraction,

'I'iwe'Hunbarieh heople haive been ‘called uvon to save their
: Jewish brothers, to hide them, to nourish them, to help them reaca
K ‘ Yugoslay terrltor;y vhere American nilitary commlssions are func-
tioning, - They n'we been reminded of the Declaration of !loscou —
warned that those who have been responsible for or have taken part
1n yr001tiesr«*a"=ssacres or ‘executions will be punish ed,’

They. bave been told specnicall_/ how the French undersround :
Yas aided Jewish refu{;ees in vrance. They have been urged to '
emulate the: Greeks who in théir humanity vnonnaneous"j assisted 15,000 :
of their neig,nbors - Jew'- - to -*1de md renain hidden,

nx

he n\mfarians have: beﬂ'x told ef.—c’clv how to preserve ev* dence
the war crl"nn'als ~%6 note-:the names of 211 who itske mart

oersecutlon and c*’mer of" tpe 1.avls, t~ take mhotograniis

AR e.core b nreserve these incriminating

m

tHey can, oand to -

ay fi nally, ‘L"e/ g dinned intn their esrs that t.e
i ar is.sinzing. = that it,is now cleer to everyone, even to
Is tn.enselvcs, thet they are losing the ver on the ses, in

in the South, in Russia, and that they will soon be de-
1y and irrevoceblj.

A,ppeal The ansver 1is
Cur regcne \lor‘.: in ’l‘ul‘{e_',' is an examle of the
agencios ‘and: tie Board supnlement each other's woric,
the—Boc*’u things "_t‘e done that only Government can do.
gencies have: net fhe nrinc:.“)al costs of transmoriing the
f;o“ uou:mnl" to:Palestine and in many other ways, The
“agencies - ‘elso have teaned up effectively on the i
PLOSTAIS 'e-'—'}re—nsJ—rﬂ—ﬁj)er"ﬁon‘in*Switzerl"nd; T - T B
. 18 neut* 11 coauniries conbizuous to enesy-neld )
in‘a n051t10n to. receive larger nunberv o1 red
"’d(‘vtm*}"l 1n“orus of 070t111n* "nn fnodzuu._“’"

-
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I shouid like to clte just one more exemple of cnoverative
endeavor, Unon the Board's recommendatisn the Treasury Dewartment
‘has issued licenses which permit the JDC and other agencies to
send money to representatives abroad to nurchase food for indi-
vidual parcels to be distributed to internees in enemy territory,
and for other purooses.

Ye w..nt to emand and accelerate the helpfulness of private
agencies such as: those in ‘the United Jewish Apweal, YWe ne~d them
and -they need us, : Ve ‘nave not and we do not intend to set up a
larze governmental. organization, On our staff are twenty-five
professional employess, Vitally concerned wita the worl: ther are
\ doing, ' ‘ )
N i
Tie-agencies in'the; Dnl’ced Je‘-vish Anpeal -~ and the Joint :
Distributlo s} ittﬁer—’cﬂe 'Inited alestine Anneal, and the
S e e e T HTA)T Ref Lg'ee 1Service = -lave been in siness & long time, They
have a distinguished- Y‘eco*«'cl of numqnlta. izn achieve: ewt Theyr have
develoned well-tested. nachinery for rescuing and maintaining refu-
" sees, 1t is for us ‘to sum)lement and reinforce thelr activities
through Ainl omatic qu other c‘la:mels avazilaivle to the CGoverament,

The :Vax P.ex eerBoard is
do an emergency *00. Ye. c-':h_ €
wrongh nrivete Mer‘cue. %oz
riore st be - ; 'Asf g
St have een’ ST v

Jas o‘r\.e llJ'e is semi:" ced tuot
/¢ dn. is nobt anowst,

: oF e voluntery <o
been of in"r\ew e value to the Board is the Joint T titort
nitbed = the largest ivete ageney comerating overs

"“P"‘lE“CE is 1nvs.1ua‘ﬂe end ifs.personnel and finzncial assistance .
have‘confrivutsd’ greatly %o the progress of our wori, Just ns we heve
Yeen hamy o help enlarge the'onuortunities for rescue throush the

' ' } ' = wnerever it ig apmro—
"'n* ted JCV’l“", A*)')e'ﬂ acmely,
Tredir

As I have dipdicatec,-ong

orisbe wita thé other agencies
}‘e United PalestifeAme‘.-'anﬂ 1

. . redordiof cor\crete qcrnev._.‘tent & to evo'"/m: 1nuercr.‘n
N in ‘unm_:ﬁ.;‘ re*)rieveh At oSe neonle vho e under the Tar~i yole,

Yow wihn
0. tetray oli

5 ﬂl{‘i_,
SI0AT 1‘»"1vn‘p fad N . R e

and

(.ouo‘t —moments owhen yow vndere: A Rt
you have! otbe 11?10(1, moments wnen ou \'mdc‘*'c T
5 ifices you worth while, Troo wy

‘1ot ne '1s°‘,i7‘e Jou re,  Let me rlsy nssure
~e is Dhoing Lost in eonverti Jyour ,911': rs

vol hot no K

> o
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nrograns of relief and rescue, Trnse dollars are maizing the dif-

‘Terence benween life and death, beitwecen hope 2nd despair to count-

less human béing ESe

In creating e Yer Refugee Board President Roosevelt vaved the
way for a great service to the cause of freedom snd humanity, To
nillions of tormented veovnle whoge lives were in peril ne gave hope,
It is for us to. justify that hope, I am not satisfied with what
we have dong, I don't ever expect to te, Nor do I thaink you will
be satisflied with even the most you can do, Our only satisfaction

st be derived from ,judbln“‘ ourselves in Yerns . of hon nuch has been
done ’cA.(.t could be: done.‘ :

Tonig 1t we -Bave. et to reded.:.cate \ourselves to the great task
remaining before usg” Tonizht: e hlgalv resolve that those millions
who died in the g ohet tos and initne boxcrrs and on the nighways shall

nnt-hove died in vain, T Tonight we nlsdge ourselves end our re-
sideternination ve frce the

sources to those who yeu Aive, Vi
tosk ahead, .
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DOCUMENT T 537
WAR PTUGTE BOARD
Executive Of*lce of the Presldent
Washiagton -
RELEASE %0, 12
(S‘cétemént by Jo‘m Y, Penle, Ixecutive Direc.:,tor'

the Yar Refuzee Board, to te'released on ar-
rival of.%ae refugees, )

Tne arrival of alho t 1, OOO refugees from Italy today demon-
stra L:CS this I.ation 5- \«'1111ngness to 7>2rt"c:m te in an inter~

national “rogran o w“md havcns mr the survivors of Yazi versecu:—
- V,;v_,.;‘,_,,_,.tiog\_., e T i

In accorde_nce uith tne ter"\s 1a1t1 dom by Fresident Roosevelt
shey will Ye housed ‘ang: c'u'ed foriatb Fort Ontario, under adeau
security precautions, Watil the war is over snd- ‘they cen return in
their hones,

Tre - senctuary ‘Anerica offers this omall irowy 3
vect of the War Refugee Boardls mrogren.’to rescue and wrotect gl
n'xvsnc"'ed neo*ﬂ es o'r _Jurone.

- e refugee who lenﬁed ‘nera too...' are safe and ther are
welcone,
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DOCUMENT ‘ "7 538

WAR REFUGEE BOARD
Executive Office of the President
Vashington

FOR RZLZASE MORNING NEWSPAPERS RELEASE MO, 13A
Tuesday, August 22, 1944, ’

‘Details of the nidnight attac and subseqguent sinking in the
Blacl: Sea of -the §,-S, Hefkura, 200~ton Turkish motor ship carrying
: refugees. from: Constanza; Woumania, to Turley were revesled today by
\ John VW, Pehle, executive director of the War Refugee Board,.

Reports fron’ the ¢1ve survivorv indlc 2te that the 1ll-fated
Heflaura went do Yore than 250 nassengers
,”,~W«ﬂ4~wr4wpepisned;~-“‘” -

"If anvone qﬂd any doub s. wbout the Ger'1 an attltude toward
X erations; or anticipated a lessening in the Hazi
.-tlon, he'nov knows the ugly truth,! ir, Pehle

orogran of externs
declared,

iccordlng to al c\bTe received bJ Mr: Perle from Ira Yirschnana,
War Refugee Boerd reSentative"n Tur'ev survivors »f the
: voAcwea by three surface craft
_ ' the lengith of
tys railroad e rs, tna ﬁ*ned ; the

ired Both .crinnons and mach “ﬂ1*~ One of

st shiots exnloded tre m?C’lnerJ in tue naciine room and the
riv wes et *”lame bJ 1ncendlarf allets,

‘5

’)

“The surv 4yors cnud tnat nuny of their numter were wounded by

stell Tire; others were caugnt in‘trhe~flanes or injured by flying
ne c&wnery. The, nachine gungicontinued th rire woon many of the 3
vessengers after they hod donned life nrecervers and jumned into the"

‘Heflmras curv:wors und 395 nas<enge*s from the S, S,
3 made the trin‘a‘fe nours behind thne hefkura, are
now:en- route to'Pple stine by -rail; Slir; Penle sald, The Bulbul nas-
gengers TEﬁorted that their: ship.‘was noton the scens during the
atziacl-on fhe Mef 'ura; J“tpr:tne ar d-boats ~mnrosched the Zulbul
engines vere ; i) d_LLuJHLJt_nicbmi4u»ihe-Lve—74~f~~
t.covld he found, A storm wes

d ight have Zeen rescugd,
fire uwnon the Bulbul,
ura survivors to Ignaeda,

-
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ir, Penle stated that tae energency rescue overation vhich in—
cluded Sringing both the Meflura survivors and the Bulbul nasIengers
by oncert from Ignaede to Vize, by truck to Cherkeskoy,  and by train
to Istanbul, was conducted under the sunervision of the Turlkish Red
-Crescent,

—a i
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DOCUMENT 539

VAR RIFUSSE BOARD
Erecutive Office of the President i

Washington
K’

) : : RELEASE 0. 14

(The following address 'by SECRETARY HORGENTHAU,
a member .of -the War Refuzee Board, before a
nass meeting of the Jewish "Ielxare Fund to in-
augurate the campaigh of ‘the Community end War
o Fund of Hetronolitan Ch'cago, g% the Stevens
\ ' - “Hotelj in»scneduled ‘Tor: dellverJ 2t 9:00 PN
) Centml U'-r Time, "‘hursd“[. Sentemner 21, 1942

A readiness to: neln one! 3 fellow—-nen has always been 2 hall-
. mark of the kind of civilization which we are nov waging war to
I’ nreserve,. Never has.there Deen more urgent need for 1% than now
“when the end of the'war ig aw.mroc.cnmg. Tor we shell be able 4o
nake our vietory real only ifi we guccesd in binding un the world's
wounds, only if'ywe can. relieve and _~e'\l tve terrible suffering
wiich ’me war has caused,

This. sneci.gl :1eet~'ng oL %+ e Jmu.,v Yelfzre Fund is desimed to
encov rc,ge the Jewic’: comminity ot €220 %7 give 1ts generous swo-—
“nort. 6 the Commuailty and -War Fur\c ol the nes,rov)li an area, The
Jews of Zurome, who hove suffered ol ‘Herritly fron ¥ari SAVAZETy hove
. shecizl need of your neln,: Tt will ‘be heartening to them %o know
A4 : that in’ this commni, b, far avay froj tne. furmoil and destrction of )
the ver, Jewe ana non—Jews tobeuner are snrvv;rr to assist then, L

! - A1l of: you who: share in tn.;s grea t effort have cause for grati-
‘fication, "here is sorething logh, L think, if men ave denrived of
the 3riv11ebe of-lending 0 vy e he"m.ng hand to their fel-
low-rlen and to. the cm‘;es 10 Ahey velieve, - In a denocracy
there must aluays be Toom £hr £ ¥oluntary psriicination of indi-
viduals ae_ndlrs together-to meet. the' ")robleﬂs ofigociety, Cl"’rity,
1ik¥e merey; is twice vlessed,’ "It blesseth nin thatglves ard hinm

now under-
of human soli-

e
P
o dlrec\,oa to need
o}
a

: : s at homne,
o irmrove the mors le and <=1cal vell-heing »f sur meonle
and t‘nuc make. our country stronzér '~ in méace as well as in wer,

Wnen t'*ese beueflbs are chad overse they help to.nreserve the
" concenvs - for which: v.re are” 1.3. in hunm decency 'mL (iF"’lLt"’ .
. Thev lreep alive £He’ values of our mvilizwt;ovl |

Che o N
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Private agercies, such as those that make w7 vhe United
Jewish Anmeal, adninistering “unds voluntarily contributed, have Tor
mzny yeers been carrying on important yrograms overseas, furnishing
rescue, relief and encouragement to millions of persecuted 2nd im-

- : poverished neonle in Burope, Ye kmow that these activities have
done much to bolster their will o live and to carry on, Refugees
coming out of Nazi-dominated territory have testified that it has
been a source of great strength to them to know that America. cares
about what heppens .to them - and' cares enough to do something con-
structive in their behalf,

My conviction in: this.regard has been strengthened by the
vnole ‘of my experience irith the War Refugee Board, establlshed eight
\ . months ago’ throughi he-vision and humanitarianism of Presicent
Bnosevelt, It is my privilesge: to share membership on the Board with
- Secretary Hull and Secretary Stimson, and to serve with ite Executive
: Director, John-V—P8nle : )

In creating the War Refugee Board, the President declares:
o Mt dis the policy of this Goverriment ‘to: take all measures within
its nower %o rescug: the victims of eneny ovnression vho are in im-
ninent denger of death and otherwisge 'to afford such victinms 211
nossible relief and assistance consistent with the successfl vroce~
cition of the.war, ! SR

Yith a shal aff An Washington, henéfvl of able ren-
regentilives *gic neutral coumntries, the Bosrd has carried
2 host-of g An Telief,  in .rescue, and In vsychological

verfere = all designed to save ‘tie: lives af nersecuted -eonles,

. : SLife-ssving in'an oceupied.tountry during a war is not a
simrle matter,. - All over Européi the:Board has carried on its work
with ‘the great core nécessary-in’such complex operntions, It has
participated in the Trescue of thousands from the Ballans scross the
Black: Bea-to Palesiing ~.in the rescue of many over the Fyrences to
and’ $i¥ough Shain and Pdrtugél——'in“the~relief o many weary vic-

tins‘of'Hitler's—persecutidnfwhc had found sanctuary in Sweden ~

and Syiltzerland, 1% has cooperated. in establishing many rofuzee
ns-in Africe and, throughtﬁhe‘Président's Terdersnin, an

Befugee. Shelter at Oswego, ia the United Siates, 1t hag
ad in gending food lages from this country 4n heln-
85.in “Huropean caips. - In. the Hungarisn crisie i% ook
nich-undoubtedly helned stay the denortation of Jowve

woriceé in the closest
. nf i%s vrogrems in rolief
ave utilized the pe sonnel,  the Tunds ond the ex—
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verience of those mrivate agencies in which vou are varticularly
interested and which you are supsorting., In addition, 1t has hnd
the warnest sort of supnort and assistance from numerous non-
Jewlsh orgenizations —~ the American Priends' Service Commnittee,.
the Unitarian Service Committee, the Internatinnel Committee nf ihe
Red Cross and many others,

s

The rescue onerations from the Ballans were cctually carried
on by the Jewish Agency of Palestine and the Joint Distribution
Coxmltuee. Pnrt of the exvense of feading nersons i Funnry ond
other ocounicl comtiics has been net by JDC ’n’i‘b‘tout tiie help of

such agencies these activities migzht have been "too little and too
late, !t

“Sorie “of ¥ou may wonder wihv the work of the Var Refugee Board
hes.not been ‘carried 'n and financed exclusively by %ie Goverrpent,
Bt i 1Ty A 11 exdl?ifn hy, I ik At-beltter that it was done jointly by
. both .,rwaw a:‘enc* es: and t‘ne‘.Governmer\_u.

' : When ,thve 'Boerd \.} s firet establiched, it wes obvious
sneed was essentisal, Hillions. of 1mfo*t\m...ue nesvle were
of ‘suldden-violent deauh or. de*)orue.umn. The ace of tue
dicated that gudden Anili tary. and . dinlomatic moves werc. in
There was the terribli z‘os ect tret in the last doys o7
trol, hlt,.e'r‘ wonld ¢ 7. undertake new messurce o1 “evcesition

termination, sneedy mnchinery be en-

te male ant,
in vo‘vm- andue deloy,
eTmc.ref*+ t;c.v Yhere were nonor'ﬂ)le, seassned srivate
eld: WY were auinned with everything excent
c:‘ could co e onl" from the Governmrent of the
g WL,.J a. ‘Il};OI‘O 1S
a1l

ne.c; itv Con:mpic tlD“ chay ‘r.c'lﬂ
on: :ac111tles ~ wrerever these

vledsze, secgoned neroonnel, long
le fyrade,

(8
l

1n WES 6D sneedily arranged, 21 Refu-tee Bonré ori
)edite,c‘_,'— otla.ted. and -cnebvled; wrivate -~

o

ng, and wu\.e”aed to those wroctical

ncies did twet

Tne WAL, For fheir part the srivste- - — -
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It i5 irmoss sivle, in ny Judgment, to nay too ni
t2e worl done by the organizations represented here this eveni ng,
There has teen no call m'wde uvon then by the War Refuges Board whiich
they did not enswer with ardor and gererosity, Taere has been no
anveal from the beleaguered humans in Hitler's Zuropean dunzeon to
which they did not respond with zeal and vigor and com passlon, They
overated under terrlble handiceps and against terrible odds, Yet
they nmanaged to nluck condeémnéd. nen from the hands of execubi oners, .
They menaged to bring children - youngsters vhose whole lives had
been svent in the shadow. of perseciution - inbdo the light of freedon
and O\)T)Ol‘vu.nltj #nd honeg; _’”'Ize" did More than seve lives, They up-
held the faith of manking in" t-“e ersentlal values nvon whick our

: civiliza t*or\ is Iou\ded

t‘le llberation of ‘u'me, there will be =n even more com :
ne“lmg nond for these services The activities of the Vox Rembce
Board are 'arnrelaﬁen..e.nckav‘e connncd prifarily to the regcue of
—-—~A~~—~~——~~-'"—ref\f‘ees Trom 'enenJ countries, Wien the ovnressors have bveen over—
thrown;, the liberated vednlés v.-ul1 be in-desverate nesd of 1sten'ance
' and encouragensn Beyond - the hely which will be given to t 1 by
) the military dut: rities, URA and the Inucrgovc“naevual Co"’q teo
on Ren Teesthere will.he 8 ,ren’c need L£or the ltind of core whieh
only vo"mtc.r" 4;,.,'1(:1 es e provulo,n

tn the

v moprulation,
ness nersecuied
13(3 dupliczted

In Rome tod "e'*cofv*ﬂe, “the EDC ig
nceds of desnerate. and.- brolen rer nw:mt
There sy e:)ecn el *10‘(1 'n Iood
weonle,” And
in Francey in Rel 1 -01 and. sy, in 211
the lends where thé rr\arf.msml"c 6ol has urOQ. hlbel‘ tion \-1111
1 ':nllwvl,, yoar o‘)-)oruu.nities Zto be of service, I would te ‘
¢ to desert the great. canse n For the tag: whicn ou are
called upon %o su: mort is 1~1dlsnensmb'le to the creation of bLhe rind i
of world . in which we" hooe to 'llve

13y

oF W
£y e

Ay

g‘ith' shane and anger and hesri-
bres have been wnfolded ae the

> li';ex"ntvon ot “Zurove Thas: *'V'oLie Ho hminen heing; lonst of 211
an ‘Anerican "no lms oeen m‘o1 ,w Uy’ to 1‘cq‘wect freedon and the

~these acts wi thout

Jr"xll of /ou, I

o ey,

Ve vho have beon- snared these Horrorsiave
those vho -exmerienced: then =-an obligation

& solemn obl
irmogsed unsn us by sur
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common humanity, We have an obligation to those millions whon the

war will hove left homeless and hngry, uprooted and driven to dig—

tant places, bereft of any means to start thelr lives anew, We
cannot turn our heads aside and look the other ways The basic
tenet of the civilization we cherish 1s that a kinship exists among
all men, . .




6% Anerica the. g*ovnr:ments of the neutrsl

orintiall the detail
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DOCUMENT
WAR REFUGEE BOARD

Zxecutive Office of tne President
Washingbton
RELZASE Y0, 15

(The folloving address by John W, Pekhle,
Bxecutive Director ‘f the Yar Refugzee Zonrd,
Yefore 4 dinner: neeving of ‘the Combined
Jewisn Anoeal at #he Statler Hotel, Boston,
is scheduled’ 1“07‘ delivery at 8 ., ., Bastern
‘Mar-fime; Sunday. 0o bober 15, 1944, and i
Lox release ab tliol tine,)

"Tonignt: I Wad't b ‘tell. you something 2bout the reseue -rt
gram wivieh ‘the; ’fa.r Re'u;'ec Board has been carrying on for tre nast
eight nont:zv with heln ox the voluntary ")hilar\ ooencles

grownd. of Eurooe, candn
> oW s one

af tlhe vor':
tn the

oxermles - taken “fron
vohas ,Fone a:. r‘L.’

~.

In Goihent ;urt-,, 'S\mdevx, lo,-\OO food parcels froom Amorics vere
recently wnloaded :~~'destined Tor helnless inmates of internpent
CENIDS ¢ .0 ?3u OOO more A cel- are novw on th

“In s Bald an country a hum e.m t,r isn volunt
saf status, orestige fand funds to
secubion <+ o His Tirsbact ie to
izéog Ty :‘e Tseevrrently using »
America tow)rova.de fond -

o neny (*')m'irar vc enteved wie Bel
rcacue refuzecs, soune: e been.¥ehoried nlgsiy
treir arri, VF'l &d 6»t31er have av en lost their 1

4

tic Ja:x Ltyries to
1¢

anle Car~

540
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refusees arrivin
their way from

2 on foot and in sn2ll bo-ts to cross the couwntry on
w Balkans to Palesti

Sl

In 2 neutral country a prominent pergonase writes o nersonal
letter in longhand for delivery to Horthy, asking that there be a
stop to the dewortation and extermination of Jevws from Hungery , . .
As a result of this and other protests, the British and Americen
goveranents accented the ‘offer of the Hungorian government to re-
lease Jews and egreed  to c rc for those resching United Motiong or
neutral  territories,

~

ALl over Burope listeners to-secret radios hear stctemenbs of
.L

nrotest and werning against nefsecut*on of Jdews issved by Presicent

Roo"cve‘ t, Secrebary of Siate Hull, and two Congressional comaittees

0-&‘

of the United States.; e 'Pve_rf;pln,let" dton over ungary waral

retribution for hér ‘in_hu. 'conﬁuc,t.

~~I5 “Southern I’Gzﬂ N cn A.r‘eric'n ¥

1ns arrenge for the esezie in

fragile- snms of. tne doxmvrodden‘lrom Yugoslavio across the
Adrie s Sone OJ. those escaning later ampeor in
Afyicen reé Luee cams: m‘ in ,'"1 .‘-L..er.ic:)n Refuzee 3helter,
at Cas ance. sever'ﬂ..::u_ldred vande
at 1 ter.mqrgry haven: ;.
DoTenLe
w0,

zte the denarture
me srrive in Pol

, n a conmitbee rigets
refugees,\-."ﬂo Lave corie from France

sovernnent officials, Anerican and
international.organization tn exed

In London nig
join officers of
cue o'z“~re:€ugees.-

In Polzmd, us in other "o‘ccrnﬁed coup*"* es in Zurone, uwnder-
wees by hiding then, by diszulie-
e-toplace,

-giory 0f the current war
m"r‘m-‘ﬂ.r' device tn contect
e

eft ort Aﬂerica Yo
tre- enen' Ls'barbaric ﬁpterm
the worldls non-combatant 1 oul

nlete secliong of

_L-n'ﬂ‘

nay

. L'e o doubt tler |
to erxberniarie

: .rro; i an X
; Ancln.r_;in;; nortienlarly

s we o from fle evidence at Tuplin and ¥nnriov
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-

from rmch unnublished nateri al, hss not bean co ned tn the

ews In cuvious nreparation for another war, t:e Gernmans hove
'111 ed large numbers of non-Jewish intellectusl and <:ul‘c1u"~1 leaders :
f Poland, Huge segments of the Russian civilisn nonuvlation have
e
av

5 U5
9
=
"

v r_‘w

en slaughtered, Iatire groups in all the other occunied cruntries ;
e fallen under the crushing heel of Hitler and his follovers, ’

b'co

Ana tbere have been teng of - thousends of individnels who have S
been selected for death srvm"J because they kept on being them- i
selves ~ which meant’ 'bem? an’anti-llazi preacher, a true democrat, )
a cou‘a,geovs patriot, an- hone st journmlist or & humane citizen,

Ve have been shock ed to’ the e*ctreme by this war of e::t-rwma—
tions -Fhe barbarity of -the enen/ Has erstised the conscience of |,
Amerlca, It hasg ﬂobil;.zeu our smab iee, and it has insgnired the
Government "of the Unlted Staves to do 21l that can be done to reg-
cue the 1nueﬂded ri A.r'csf n'em, 1aughter.

: SpecifiCally,‘ a Anerica has exwre

i ) cinovhe 6"‘9'11:'1011 'c'ji" the’ «xlar Relu"ee ’>o°r<5‘ b‘r Precident

" 1% has been ny nrlvile se %o serve ‘as- fxecutive Direcin

3oard, ‘the meavers 6 which arefSec‘fetar;' null Secreta
thau, and SecreuL,lw' Sﬁnso i

In 'creating the '»':'ar ?e- feo Eo:ra t':".e Prest
1s the policy of this Government t') 211w
nower 5 rescue t‘ﬂ‘e‘v‘éti' gt oL enen‘/ o*)nr
denger of dea’th and ¢thervise €n"
velief 2nd as 1s+'mce donsisient
of the " R et

all nossid
21 arosecuting

THe crestion of:the Bov*‘L and the statement of this 02l are
landmar‘:cs 1'n the h*manlt a1 hi tr\rv of ‘8merica, Twe Government
ed States tesued ar solemn statenent of nolicy

and. 'c w.q.f.ed ‘cu,eo g Tmers 02 the Cabinet

g Ol.LC‘f.

B ne Boeaxd, I heve eone t5 en-
& h/")lCLll 4 Anerlcon malities in {fheir
i‘cénce. ‘Trhave 1e°rne(‘ thot Anericens are ble of
niignptlf)n whén  bar barities sre comritted curing: the
And T naverlearned that our inericqn v s nernite
e trs«"cl ted into .-Actmﬁ =oAnctine of war no less

rend cnri anS-Pl“' ~blic intereet in
nerilous co vmtibn,of, _.m‘o*)ecm refw ecs, 1t would lnv
alfrieilt ¥
tony of t

“their: 11ve="co Americﬁ.n sr“m tl‘v/

énﬁl Anerican ef ort.




There is evidence that the owwr ssed znd endengered meovles of
Zurone ore keenly aware OL America's interest and America'ls zcbivi—
ties, Ira A, Hirachmann, War Refu sec Zoard representative in
Anizara, has told us of a recent incicdent that illustrates this awvare-
ness,

Following the recent break in relations between Turkey and
Gernany, a number of individual Germans, Ausirians and Czechs,
Imown to be anti-Nazi,  found themselves under a threat of expulsion
from Turkey because.they were: tecnrlcq17v Gernmans in ‘the eyes of the
Tarkish authorities, - Some- apnrosc ched the War Res fuges Board renre-~
sentabive for aid, 'They recsived it end I am hepoy to say that the
Turtzish -Government has dealt’ Jﬂnauae»ically with ‘these cases, One
of them was a woman.who had llvea in: Turizey $or-d3.vears and who
was accormanied by a one-year old ch11a\ When asked why she had
come to the Uﬁlued%Sg?tGQ o*;xclal she replied; "Where else
should I zo? Iu seened on1d_nauurw1 tn cone here, Who else really

IO ¥ L Y F |

Arotbe”'tvnica o Amerlcqn 1nst1vutwon whose imortence ha
energed cléarer  than’ eve* Ag tne vq’untar* »hilanthronic ag
A quick and effsciive nrosram.of: the War Refugce Loard wns
nossitle by geaerous con trioutlons of b estions, wersonnel, and
funds by vrivete agencies Lrat had o 110qu, exzisted ir the field of
internauionx1 rescue ann\“e1le

tn these anencic
revelonel, e
,?nedltlwu plateiys

0ld, refora and ortno—

I want‘to p' oy uranl
their senerous swwort, As L@tters
Board hag eerved as r ceniral o L)
agencies — Jewish and non-Jewis
dou,‘so;u—saoken aﬂd subgnoken,

pdieS'woﬁldy,é lmpossible, Bui I wan® to
entiagencies of the United Jewish &npesl

e 1tio

- the 1 al, the: Refugee Service, and
nﬁ“v1c1 1y h JointiD Su*’but itsee -
have. contritud findg’ that

&

rave carried on rescue znd
,1ocas ‘ands unstlnued cnoneration have also
from other ﬁgod01ec, such 28 the Yorld

re1Le» pro ran

'_r'mrpose, o:
ese’ by Hiv
tic nalicy by

01.un1 kv

tb wany- no
1"'Lsh
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iends Service Commitiee and the Unitarian Service Coz-
made immorient contrivuilons, as have other Prolestent

The record of the Catholic Church in this regard nas veen in-
spiring, All over Turope, Catholic priests have furnished hiding
places and protection 6 the persecuted, His Holiness, Pove Piusg
XII, has interceded on nony occasions in behalf of refugees in
danger,

In this. country, ton, ve have received help from Cabtholic
leaders, At a most c*itic}l point in the Hungerien situation,
Ariehbishop ‘Snellman wrote” truly ‘imvressive supnlication to thue
Catholics of that country-to otect and help the Jews, Tiis nov-

ing stetement was. brocdonst ;n Hungarisn, and reorints of it were
{rommed over_hungary, ’

i TR

£ é*éht'assist? 1ce, 100, a statement of »rotest ngainst
Hungarian atrocities prepared by the late ‘Alfred Z, Snith in con-

Je

Junciion with over 100 other ﬂon—u wish lesders,

mmwwtreyﬂt0f~ﬂltheeﬂbrw
-1c:nt con»rwr“twon 1n the reﬂcue

é. ACuuall/ tt uaans oL nnrsons were rescued Trom ene
ory, ~There is reason ©6 believe that sevarsl hundrsés of
nds escaped CEuvd ins the ocgunisd countries as the resuli of
vchological a 6rts of the Bonrd,

)

rr“ms, intthe
betwean ,rlvute
qx;lrmeu - in’ word ana in actlo

In tAe 1utuer of nhllantnrowlc effort, thnere is da

Tining 0u1°elwev to nast or to ULO nresent,

uents, thaﬂluq1ia They must he frghioned
Ier.us shend - days of livera-
tic”

in the field of post-
We: Prnw, siint URBA
‘pn Hefubees ed out

ul I s
QG0 oW

oy volun-

e -heve Teagon Avete Tounc
COﬁulnue to Ay 2y Annor tant oot irmmorient that
volunt ary’, ﬂ‘encios Le smhoried fully Ay ;e nerigd thnt lics
xefore us,. o -

i
I



Tnis var has brougnt wnteold suffering aand sorrow ts the neonle
oI tre world, It has been varticularly severe on the Jewish nonu- o
lation, which hes.béen reduced nearly one-third oy the atrocitiecs °
of RZitler, Jews and Christians alike have shed dry, bitter tears .~
at the unsneakable atrocities committed on the body and nind of tian ¥
The tinme for tears is almost over, The tine for constructive actmp
is near, Determined men and women must goon wick un the nieces of
our civ1lization, reassemble them, and move forward into a world
of vmeace, where hunan Gignity and ’che brotvleraooc. of man nay once !
more nrevail, @

ST , . i
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RELE ASL M0, 16
Wednesday, Octoher 25 1944

On “ondey, October Po, in‘a wpeech at Denver, Solorado, Governor
Bricxer of Chio assailed- the &ction of President Roosevelt in nro-—-
viding terporary haven in the’ United States for the duration o° the
var for apwroximately 1,000 re'rug,een from ‘Italy, . These are the ref-
ugees who were branQU to tue Unltea ‘States in August 1944, and are
located at the Fnerzoney Ref ugee Snelte1, Oswego, New York, The
nﬂJor"t" are; vomen and unWldren. :

s sha tere.u, the Ver Refugee Boord
receive d nurerou" 1nou1r1es frow the nresd ag tn whebher
Governor Bricker- 301ned in the: anpeal’ to the President in May, 1944,
by the Waue A fred E, me n‘ur gsing the’ PstaF’Lcnmewt of temmarary
refugee hevensiing the Uaited .Sta ates, re follows the full text
of" the avvealiand & conﬁTe eliilist: of' ; ne-,, 28 transmisted %o
the Board on th 26 1944, by qoverngr Snithe -

'"The c*villned wor ld ig

tpp 1le@ b7 the news of new

ik ate Yo evtnv“inate

hat have lntely
mﬁnoﬂy""ﬂ

lion livo Men, . wouen and ol ~ildren,

vho have Co $ed no rPcognlﬂed erin wiose only of-

fense ig an ahclﬂnt»linezqe and a Al morﬂl cade hated by

hie Hazis, are bet s. There,

“in - défiance of 211 the 1aws of eri"tlan cvvvllvaulon, they

are aboau to be efternt ated,

: “ang, dﬂioeTievers in th
doctrine of the' oanctltv ve canot remain
silent while those: shocizing ng connitied

buu areforced by our aeooeat conv1ct1on~ Lo nro+pet

e 1 i bqru ”1ules. i

"%n citizens 5% 8 £

Me Eall Umon. th
ell-the Allicd’ ati
f.7i" ﬂr@ ti eif

28

Hrarninss to
»no nerson wno nortici-

e?tP]l.L

ritles snall

-‘1’7‘! ig 'Hw:

Al ’i \7!\\707‘v‘|~ﬂrzwt o n~\(1'1'—

anle? of,tne skup ite countr1es thrmlr
3 d oy “hhe Unit 2d Yations
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and to warn their puppet officials and other collabo-
ravors through neuisral diplonntic channels that the end
of the war will bring swift retridbution unon all those
gullty of atrocities,

“Furthermore, it is our velief that the veonle
mexked for death must be informed that they have friends
anmong the free nations of the world. By word 2nd by con-

- erete act, the American oeonle and their allies must let
them know that there are hearts that understand their
sufferings -and honds that are eager to heln them, If
‘they are convinced-that the free end democratic neodles

( : " -recognize’ then.as: 'brotbers under God, it will zive them
hope -and “the courabe 40 use every means within reach to
escﬁne ditler' torture chamber and death traos,

"For tnose reasons ‘we endorse the ldea of estab-
liching in tnlsﬂcountry temoo_“ry havens of refuge for
- - - B A N 1 oT6 £-1- \%o are brought ‘out of Europe by the Wer Refugee
) -“Board, =1t 1s 2 moral obligabion of the United Siates and
) 811 other f*eedom-10v1n? nations to erect termorary ha avens
where” the refugees may find sanctuary until conditions in
thelr netive Yands enable. them to return and telke un their
lives in the ab rosphere of respect and decency and cqarltJ
th t our certain V1ctory Ulll creabe,

(erned) .

L i

,,,,,.,,,;,Alfred;E. Smith. w0 mlliis s 5
Chauncey Sparks, Goversor of Alabama
Sisney P, Oshorn, CGovernor of Arizona

1
!
Jokn C, V1v1uﬂ, Governor 6f -Colorado
G Snessard Li Holland,: Governsr of Florida . -
0,74, Bottolfsen; Governor of Idaho
,Heﬁry ¥, Schrigker; Governor of Indiana ’
“Simeon Willis, Governor of:Kentucky ]
‘Herbert .3, “‘bonor, Governor of Haryland ;
- Tponag U, Balley, Governor of Mississivoi !
p, Robert 0, Blooc, Governor 0f New Hamshire
Welter B, Tdge; Govermoi of Mey Jersey ‘
T Broughton, Governoriof Torth Carolina
John W, Brickmr, Governor 67 Onio !
'J.fPoward icGrath; Governor-of Riode Island
01 D, Johnston, Governo* of Snuth Caralins
“H Q. Shurue, Governar °¢, South Dako ta
Hatbfhew M, Neely, Boverisrof-West  Virginia e = = e B
T RS dunt Governor of-Wyoming . - S
—Ererles G, Daves, ;ormer:"lce-PTEEILent of tne United Stetes - ;
Frank Muroliy; ‘Assseiate Justice of the. U, S. Supreme Court
Rovert F, ‘Vagner, U,=8. “Senator® from Few York

e

v
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vares A, Farley, former U, S, Postmaster General
Oven D, Youngz, chairman of the General Electric Cormpany
Judge John P, Mclorty, of Chicago, Illinois
Frank S, Hogan, District Attorney of New York County
Basil O'Connor, of ¥ew York Clty, former Law partner of
President Roosevelt
~ Dr, ¥Vicholas Murray ‘Butler, President of Columbia University
and“co-winner of the 1931 Nobel Peace Prize
Dr, Irving L..ngnuir, of Schenectedy, ¥, Y., winner of the
Coe .. 1932:Nobel Prive in Chemistry
Dr, ‘Robert A, illlr"&‘.ﬂ. of Pasadena, 0alif,, winner of the
i .1923 Hobel Prize in Physics
Ir, George R,: nlnot, oi: Broo&llne, Mass,., co~winner of the
: 1934 Novel Prize in Medicine
Or, Hafry WVoodburn Chase, Ghamcellor of. Mew York Unlvnrsz.tJ
George K, Smxster, Pregident.of Hunter College
qarry N ﬂrlrht y. President of the Colleve of the CitJ of

e T v Mew! York .
Frenl-. P (:r;_ﬂam Prevident ot tne Unz.vsrsi b7 of Yorth
. < Carolina-
Rooer G Sdroul President’ ‘of the LX’IlVF‘l’ 1’cy of
Callfornia i

Willisn P, Tolley, Cn«,.ncellor of Svrﬂcu se Universis uj
z’uy’"onu R, "Paty, Preqident of the University of Alzbans
Homer P, Ravnev Presidentiof’ tme ‘University of Texas
R,-B; Von rﬂ"lnS'JlL., President 'Hf the Universi ty of
Southern California
Ver-r Rev,.H, vJ, O'vonnell “Président of De Paul urvormw
2. C Bolton, President of Africu_tural and iiechanical
Collése of ‘Texag: ..
L, ¥, Duncan, President of Alaana Polytechnic Institute
J'o‘m Ty che_ on, President of Our Lady of Lake College
" San Antonio; Texas
Prm, Eugeng h, Byrne, of Colunbia University
Prof; Harry-d, CJ‘T&I, of Columbla Unlvers,lty
Prof, ‘Helen O, ‘Whnite; of ‘the Un1vers1’c‘/ of VWisconsin
Thomas H, .'chmer'xe,f, Chmrmn of the ¥ational Dairy Products
; -~Corp, - :
Dm. Samue ICC ea Cavert), General Secreuary, Federal Coun011
- " "of the Gnurches of Carist in Americe
 Jenes 8. Acems;. President of " Stendard Brands
'Rooert GaJlord President 4f the Notional Association of
Monufacturers
A, Ler01er, of Chicago, 111y

Presic’ent of the Sou’mem

S Pacdfic Ratly S
“Presicent of the Olzlerhonma

:Ia,)vcxx_xJ, of=Tulszy Ok
) “. Power. & Yatér .0
=BGy La‘lllnFLI’,j HE" "’ulsa, O"la., publisher
Will iam Green; President;  Anerican Federaion of Liazbor
Janes B, Carey,. Seeretary: of ’me CI0

Cormany— T C
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Samuel Seabury, Yew York
Zdwerd Skillin, Jr,, New Yorlk, Editory of the Commonweal
Quentin Revnolds, war correspondent and author
William Rose Benet, New York, poet and editor
udna St,- Vincent. Villay, Poet
argaret Culkin Bamning, Duluth, Minn,, novelist
John B, Collins, editor of Me Pilttsburgh Catholic
’ n?u_rice T, Doneéc.n, former. Chief Justice of the Suprene
: ~Couft: of «Tova,
‘tin Quigley, New Yorlk Clt,/, editor
D'unel lxahoz\ev, Hiani; Plago i
. Lgo-Considine, Oklovlorna Ci%y7,  Okla,
. .Andrew T, Fealv, Niami, Fla, o« \* i
{ Thomas' ¥, ‘JicDonald, St Lovi 8y mo,, attornej
Janes J, “ligors; ﬂe\r—for’l" Tity
T T T T T Rrarew By Burn,, Sen, T"r:,ncu-co, Calif,
George W, ur'—u.e, Houston,; Texas"

e
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Sunday, Jaunuary 28,1945, - Release No, 17

The War Refugee. Board announced today that John W, Pehle
has reslgned as Executive Director of the Board. The Board
made publie Mri Pehle!s-letter of resignation and the Board's
acceptance (coples attached). . :

“Hr. Pshle was déSignﬁﬁéd Acting Executive Director of

_the Board shortly—after its creation on January 22, 1944,
Later, on March-24,:-1944, the Board, with the approval of the

President;'des;gnated_him*permanent Executive Director.

Aé explaiped,inlthégletter of resignation, Mr. Pehle

" résigned because of the increasing burden of new duties which

have beén assigned to him as Assistant to the Secretary of
the Treasuryy. i o

At -the, same time the Board announced the selection of
Brigadier-General William 0'Dwyer as the new Executive Director.
Genersl O'Dwyer,iS“beihg,returned to inactive status by the
%ar Dévartment torhandle this tssignment. General O'Dwyer is
District AttorneyrfoeringsﬁCQunty, New York, on leave, and
recently returned ‘to the United States from Italy where he
served as Vice “resident 'of the Economic Section of the-Allied
Contrql“CQmmission_for‘Italy, with the personal rank of

'Minister§,




A L e L A e

" Execut _ o
“immediately.ﬁ?AsfAssisténtrtofthe'Secretary of the

.creasingly:heavy burd

Directcr, .

January 27, 1945

MEMOR ANDUM TO THE WAR_REFUGEE BOARD |

T

-hereby submit‘to!you my resignation as
ive“Direétqr,of@the‘War,Refugee*Board effective

Treasury ‘there has recently been assigned to me the
supervision - of . the operations of the Treasury Procurement

Division;thichﬂihcludgsﬁthéidifficult task of disposing

- -of the surplus: consumer. /goods turned over to the Treasury

Department by the. Army: nd‘the Navy. . In view of the in-
eavy. dens ilmposed on me by this new assign-
ment, };navegﬁeundfit“necessaryvto resign as Executive

It has given me deep personal satisfaction to have
been & part of the vital worlk undertaken by this Government
to save and.protectntheﬁinnocent victims of Nazl persecu-
tioni While many 1ives have beén saved as thé result of

3Qur~éff0rt§,QWG;hEVBZnot,fofgcourse, met with complete

success. However, ‘I am proud of our achievements in the
face‘of‘therdifficulties”gncpuntered. :

I 'have.been reluctant to-take thie action and leave
the,Board_because'offthe.important work which remains to
be:done. "I no longer-hayve this reluctance, however, in
view of Brigadier;Generalwwilliam O'Dwyer's willingness
to assume. the responsibilities of Executive Director.

). J.W. Pehle




R T P U T DR
B R S L

January 27, 1945

Ca

MEMOKANDUM TO -JOHN W. PEHLE -

‘viéétef‘offresignation dated

o Inview
other duties,

of"your:-request and the pressure of your
your resignation 1is hereby accepted. The
L Board appreciates the servicés you have rendered and
(" - your-devotion to: the great and important task assigned
o s to.this Board by the Presideént, .

R R e w1~/~fffff*7ﬁ(s)»tJoseph Cy. Grew
T : ’ : R .Acting:Secretary of State

f(é)f.H;‘Morgenthéu, Jr.
. Segretary’of the Treasury
(éS{»HenrizL, Stimson
~S€cretary of War

MEMORANDUM T0' BRIGADTER-GENERAL WILLIAM O'DWYER

v.gYouja£é hereby”app§inted:Executive Director of the
fiar. Refugee Board effective immediately.

) : Weféré“Sufe wefcan7réi§fon?§bu to carry on the
TV important task assigned to thls Board by the President.

by ‘ PR fVKSJ~}JQse£h»C; Grew
‘ “Acting Secretary of State

%~:(sx;;H. Morgenthau, Jr.

‘Bécretaryof the Treasury

S T e e e e e =S Tson R
s8ecretary of Var

000

——arr -
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Executive Office of the President.

Washington

RELEASE NO. 18
(The: folléwing,address by William 0'Dwyer,
Eiabuti#ewDiréctéfyofithe Vlar Refugee.Board,
e§q:efthe;openingﬁméeping of the:1945 .
agpaign,gfétheiﬂnitedeéwish.Welfare Fund

Los Angeles,iatithe Hotel Ambassador, Tos - .. -
ngeles;iis;éondulbdgfor delivery at 9 p.m. -
acific:War Time) Tuesday, May 1, 1945, and Lo

or release at that time.

2"It is'a high Privilege :for e to be here tonight to help the United
ewish Welfayg_gggg,ofiLGSﬁAngélégiraise~the funds required for its 1945
fbgf5m§7”‘l hesitatedrbefdre_acoepting‘your‘invitation; because of the
‘great responsibility that it entailed; but I felt that it was my duty
‘to present to; you;: no matter how inadequate my words may be for this
dccasion,_the'immensityjpf.thé heeds: of -the: 1,000,000 Jews saved from
the "enemy since :1939. Tiam-ig a;position.to know that it is largely

. through your generosity, and of the Jews: throughout America, that so many
- .Were ‘saved, P : : g

I am.deeply ‘appreciative of=the\fact that funds are needed for the
Crelief of Jews'now' in coun riesother -than Europe. When the war actually
* ° .began in 1939, more “than 800,000 Jews had ‘already been rescued from the -

| grip of ‘the Nazis-and removed ‘to. safety.. ‘They have had btime to take root
in the countries of thHeir adoption and today do not present problems of
emergency proportions: It was'a good ‘thing that Palestine absorbed more
than' 300,000 of; these people and ‘provi ed'them with the opportunity to
ecome self-respecting human beings, g :

A Phe emergéhby‘fo?'l945iislC}Eaﬁéd'by‘the_million Jews saved since
939 and now in Burope, broken down in body and spirit who are in dire
need of special’ an "‘mmediate'caré;f‘_v SR ’

During thézlast;several.War'Years, :
‘that have been made to you, has been placed on the work of rescus from
.enemy ‘control,. The time has.come when, thaiks to our armies and thanks
—toleVeryone who has aided-‘in the ¢omplete victory over the enemy, this work
of:rescue is coming,té'én_end;[5Théﬁemph33i§vt6ﬁight must be directed to
" the task of keeping alive ‘and rehabilitati ¢-saved-people. -

He-emphasis, “in the appeals

itating

. in order‘for‘uéjio féélize‘the emérgehdy'character and immediate need
7 ;of the one millionrJewsfih:Eurbpe;savedfsince 1939, we must fully undeir-

. stand what -they have ‘gone through.: Twelve years ago there were 6 million
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Jews in Burope, outside of Russia, living with their families in reasonable
security and happiness. They had fheir work and family problems just as
you and I. Then suddenly out of ‘the depths of -tuman depravity an evil
force struck with unprecedented ferocity at these 6 million defenseless
men, women and children. The greatest military force the world had
-+ heretofore seen; a’vast scientific knowledge, and the methodical German

.- mind were directed towards the'complete extermination of these people.
At least 5 million Jews Were destroyed and turned into fertilizer for
- enemy soil, and there remainrtQng oﬁe million Jews in Europs, alive.

‘("‘. -~ For yearg;'thes§ supvinrs have.lived through torments and agonies
that our-minds.cannot ‘Gomprehend, Some of them were born in cages and
do not yet know that there are.'in this world people of great hearts and
gonqrggiLyJ“whoqareﬁreaﬁy'ﬁb bring to.them oil for their wounds, food

and clothing for:their-bodies, shelter from the cold, solace for their
soulsy and hope:for the future, 1 - '

Tﬁesé'helplésgidhesiwho;'ﬁp to~how have attracted the sympathy of the
humane world, must not:be: forgotten in-the joy of our imminent complete
victory overithe‘COmen~enemy in Earope.

Lot .us-go back tc that evil'day, 12 years ago, when Hitler and his
gang pinpointed their atiéck on the Jews .within Germany. That attack,
it-is now récdgnized,byiall,jWasfdélibcrately planned and exescuted and the
beginning of the morsd - gensral attack against the freedom-loving peoples
0 the world, :

A : In the first phase, the Nazis successively took away the property

' of their Jewish victims, denationalized them and forced them into slave
labor. - In-thé.second phase, coming to a peak in 1943, they used the
process. of extermination camps, gas.chambers and crematoria.

You:must ‘romember that diring a1l these 12 years, the survivors
of this holocaust have lived throligh every bit of that Nezi program,
do¥n to . the-daysiwihen they SaW their friends walk into the gas chambers
(” and théir ashas ‘taken out of ‘the crematoria in'buckets. Thore was never
a‘day.in the Jast 3 or 4 years when thése agonized people did not feel
that 'eacn day was their last on'this éarth, alive.

Thé'agcncieé'fhgifare;ésk{hgfféf your ‘support: tonight saw the
hwm@mndmmoftm;&msprmbmhﬂggémoamiUwvammetotm:,f e e e s

“ULoccasiony UThe :steps: they ook to save ihese.people can not be told in
the short time at my:disposal. -

-Ascountry:after country in Europe was overrun by the German military
machine, private'agéncieS'brought;out as many as possible to safaty. Up
to October; 1941 it ‘was still-possible; in some cases, to obtain legal

_ exit from German-occupied. countries but in that month, legal oxit was
‘stopped by express German command.. From that time on no Jew within €

1
vaC

-
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German lines had any hope of escape, except through the underground and
resistance movements,

These underground and resisﬁance groups had to be financed and your
agencles took care of that. Hevoic men and women of the underground

- accepted their dangerous mission with outstanding stoicism and energy. _@

The leaders were tracked down by the Gestapo; as they well knew they
would be, Theyfwara;tortured.andjgxecuted and they foresaw that too.

Z: Ard when they were gone, new leaders, well knowing the fate in store foi
them, arose to carry-on, . < : .

At this point, T want -to pay humble tribute to the heroic leaders
of Jewry within enemy: lines. - Many ‘had visas in their pockets and could
have gone out to safety but ‘refused.to abandon their unfortunate brothers.
Just think :of '1t, many of- them actually came through the lines to Portugal

and other neutral>couqﬁgies,$6%cpnéult‘with representatives of your

—-agencies. Tiwy Were begged not to go back to certain death, but they

returned to their ‘posts in German. territory to bring aid and comfort to
their people, &Qme;ofvthe;martyrsrwhd died at their posts were Hirsch,
Meyerheim and Seligson of /Germany; Raol Lambert of France; Friedman of

‘ Gzechoslovakia; Neustadt and Gilterman of ‘Poland and innumerable others,

I bow in reverent memory to these heroes who went to their deaths in
defense of humanity. . I . -

In developingwundérground”resgue,iprivate,agencies had to guard
against any.activity that might - impede or endanger the war effort and
the war. dims:" I can-say .for them thatitheir first concern has alvays been
the winning of the war. ' '

You know how, forrexample;-wheh_thé soup kitchens in German-occupied
Poland were -established, your agencies:devised a method to do this without

. allowing the Germans to obtain any American dollars from them., You know
chow German maris were accepted from’Jews in Germany in return for dollar
“eredits which they vould recelve when they left Germany, and how these
“German marks were used to purchasefPolish:currency with which to buy the

food for the soup:kitchens,

The establishment of the Wiar Reftigee Board on Jamuary 22, 1944, by
our late President was an-important event ‘in the viork to save oppressed
people from the hands of . the enemy. . The directive which President
Roosevelt wave injsetting,upfthejBoa;&»Was to ‘carry out the policy of
this government "to take ‘all ‘measures within'its power to rescue the
victims of ‘cnemy.-oppression who are in imminent. danger of death and o

,,chgrwisé;to;afordtsuch?victimS“al;fpbséipLe:rbllef and assistance con-

siastent with the successfdl—prdseédtidﬁfofzthe’war;" 'Thus, it bccame the
expressed’ policy of the government of ‘the United States to save the lives
of civilian victims From the eremy and to utilize its full forco and
prestige to that ond.: Tt vas & unilateral action, and thercfore unique in
this war which i5 a.combined operation ‘of meny nations.. For Presidont

‘Roosevelt, it vas & symbol -of “our high purposes: in entering the world war,

P
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and history will understand the heart, the mind, and the humanity that
was Franklin Delanc Roosevelt, .

Immediately after its.establishment, the Viar Refugee Board called in
the private'agcncies. The Board thereaftor coordinated and directed all
programs for rescue-and relief, The War Refugee Board enlisted all
governmental agencies, including United States. diplomatic missions, that
could help to carry out: this government!s policy to save the oppressed

- minorities under. German control, . Tt now became possibls for the agencies,
under special licenses; to comminicate with persons in enemy countries,
to transmit fdnds.through;underground channels, to facilitate the passage
of refugess through neutral ‘countries, 6nd to ship food purchased in
( ‘neutral ccuntries»into_the,conéén%ration camps.

% This partrership of‘the'WarfRefugee Board and the private agencies
was responsib;gfignfthér;§§6ue‘from the enemy of many thousands of lives,
——-——=-d-haveTting to mentisn only a: few of the outstanding projects, Ve have
; here_thrillihgfstories ofgcdurage;vtenacity, hardship and tragedy. Seven
thousand Jews Were{brought-out”from the German-controlled Balkans to
safety and a ngw. 1ife in Palestine,” To rescue these people, the Jewish
Agency for Palestine, in cooparation with the Joint Distribution Committee,
chartered tiny boats in Tuskey which sailed the Black Sea without the
" protection of safe conductS'and'qvérloaded'with people willing to face

any hazard to.attain g safg haven. Tragically, one of these small vessels
¥ias sunk by enemy- fire just off the Turkish shores, and over 300 Balian
refugges. were lost, B

- Many thousands bf'persecutadﬁanﬁi-Nazis Wwere brought across the
Norvegian forests'tcfsafetywinxSweden. This program was organized and
sponsored. by labor groups.in ths United States. Several hundred persons
in-Baltic. countries under German control were brought out to Sweden by small
fishing vessels and motor launiches clandestinely Plying the Baltic Seas.

Thousands: 6f Jéﬂs’ware:broughtifrom German-occupied France and ,
Czechoslovakia;iand fromfAustfia,Qndeungary to safety in Switzerland and
Spain, Their-rescue Wasfeffédtedﬂbyvmany American relief agencies,
Christian and‘Jewish:aliké,'including the American Friends Service

Committee,'the'Uhitatiap‘Serviqeijmmittee, the' International Rescue and
Relief Committed, the Viorld:Jewigh Congress, ‘and the Union of Orthodox

Rabbis.,fThe_Joint DistributionACthittee poured millions into these
hazardpps operations, : o ’

- Several f}

e e v;by;means:ofifﬁn&éfsgnt“frﬁmfSwitzgyléndjunder special licenses of this

Governmcnt.T7The_funds were used to maintain these children in convents,
schools and priyate_homes,by compassionate Christians, Catholic and

- P;otestaﬁt.alike;

V'Many;tbguéandéamorc of the‘ohé?millioﬁ'surviving Jews in Europe owe
their lives[ipﬁlaigcrpart to the ¢xtraordinary measures taken by the Board

ousend . orphaned_Jewish children in France wore-iept alive- - -
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to safeguard and protect them.while they remained under enemy control.
The full story of these messures cannot yet be told. 4

I now want to tell you of a striking example of the democratic
workings of our government that fell within my own persoral experience,
When I came to the War Refugee Board around February lst of this year,
“the Allies were closing in on the enemy, and the distance between the
eastern and western fronts was dally getting shorter and shorter. It
became: obvious. that the continuous. success of the Allied armies was rapidly
decreasing- the:housing facilities and food supply available to the enemy,
disrupting his transportation, and. causing a huge concentration of people
. in his remaining territory. Ws considered it certain that, under these
( ) conditions, the Nazis would decide that it was easier and more expedient
. to let"their‘victims dierf,ekposure and starvation, instead of exterm-
inating them directly,: These victims now included all those whom the Nazis
. no_longer coild-use7ds slave labor, as well as those already in various
T T  stages of illness.” Fearirg that that would happen, I as Executive Director
of  the Viar" Refugee Bodard, on the 20th of February of this year, presented
" the following ¢ the Boards, = :

"HELORANDUM o Sécretary Stottinius
. U ~Becrétary Morgenthau
~S€Cretapy Stimson -

o "Our best.information:indicates that, while the enemy has abandoned
wholesale extermination’of~detainees, large numbers of the physically
unf'it ‘are now in-imminent danger-of death due to starvation, exposure
and deliberate neglect. -The adtual numbers are unknown and are believed
to be changing daily, R

"Fobd,'ﬁeﬁicinés and ciothing must be distributed to such detainees
at once if their'lives are to be saved. They should be removed, if possible,
to:safety in Switzerland without unnecessary delay.

-~ MThe IhtefnatibnaivﬁedkCrOSS is our only means of direct contact
with the camps s JOperationsscan;besttbe conducted from Switzerland, -
: - MThe Yiar Réfugee'Boara'iS requeétéd~to authorize its represertative

to obtain thernece§Sary~cooperation of “the International Red Cross and

of < the Swiss Government, .~ & ,

"The Viar Refugee Board is further requested to approve that the
necessary foéd;,mediqines;and,transpnggﬁign_equipmentwbefmaderavaiiable——' -
e e ‘to'the”Iﬁtéfﬁéﬁionél,RedinQSs"by the Swiss Government against our
promisergf,repayment'dereplénishment after the war. It is understood
that private_funﬁéVa:égaVailgble’for'the necessary financing,!

B : ,Heh and{theré:on,ﬁhat date, the Secretaries of State, Treasury and

,War,:thermembersrofrthe}Board, approved this propesal. We found that in )
order to get food into the enemy's territory we had to have trucks{ gasolens, .




~-correspondent who actually:
as late as ApriliZlst:
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fuel, oil and tires, and on March 2lst. our War Department recommended to
General Eisenhower that he provide the Board with 2,000 gallons of gasolene
weekly and oil and some tires. This General Eisenhower did. Shortly
thereafter, trucks were rolling out of Switzerland for German concentration
camps with many tons of War Refugee Board food parcels.

Early last'menth; the Board was faced with the exhaustion of the
1,000 tons of food it had sent to Sweden and Switzerland. Soon it would
have trucks, but no-food.  0Oncé’again the United States Army saved the '
situation. -On request of the Board, the Army sold the Board 1,130 tons
of food already. in:Switzeriand. .

This foed is now-going forward ‘through the International Red Cross
to the concentration camps in'the SoUth of Germany. The International
Red Cross now has.representatives stationed in the major coricentration
Ca@g§dfgp_;bgﬂpurposejof"sﬁﬁérvising‘and distributing. this food.

I suggest’dnd strongly contend that himanity will not forget the
Americaof otr ray whizgh, daAspite ths demands made upon its human and
material! résources by.this greatest of all wars, still had the interest
and the will to bring aid to those who would otherwise have been forgotten

‘and . have. had ‘no hope of survival, -

A great pert -of ‘this evening, T have talked about the efforts of your
agencies and yhur govérnmentfto,save victims of Nazi oppression. We are
coming to.the‘end of ‘the war im Europs which will terminate the work of
the War Refugee Boardy .o«

It.is true that even now the govermments of the United Nations are
giving consideration:to. the' final relocation of the people displaced by
the var,  We have no doubt that sooner or later an orderly solution will -
result. We“must,remember, however, -that. ¢ombined operations among nations

" aré ‘complex and require time. Tt is most fortunate that there exist
private ‘agencies which are ready immediatély to step into the breach.

Vie mﬁst hot)for‘a moment‘forgéf*that'the million Jewish survivors while

living are barely alive: Too many of these first victims have lived so
+long and. suffered so mich undeér Nazi cruelties and starvation that they
need -immediate and- extraordinary. care-to have even a- chance to attain
normal physical or mental health.’ Reports of eyewitnesses dispel any
‘doubt that may exist a§.to the:condition of all who survived.the Nazi
concentration camps, I will read.you“ohe report by an American war

"I sawrﬁelsénlia'its piles,of:iifeless dead and its aimless swarms
of ‘living dead., Their great eyes were just animal lights in skin-
coversd skulds of “famine, :

_spoke 1o those found at- elsen— . |




"Some were dying of typhus, some of typhoid, some of tuberculosis,
but most were just dying of starvation. Starvation - the flesh on their
e bodies had fed on itself until here vas no flesh left, just skin covering
bones and the end of all hops, and nothing left to feed on."

General Eisenhower with his usual wisdom invited representatives of
the Congress of the United States to view these hcrror camps and extermination
centers in Gq;many.‘ The reason is simple. Neither oratory nor the written
word, nor the"motion pictiire can tell the story in quite the same way as
~actually‘seeing it with one's own.eyes., I know that from having seen and
smelled the 350 bodies of civilian men, women and children, machine-gunned
’ and sealed-in a catacomb in Italy, I was there the day the tomb was
Lo ~discovered, -

5
4

. Lwish all'of us in this room could be shown the camps through which
o these people-have passed so that we might better understand their terror
T T T TSR Yesterday-and their hopelessness of today and tomorrow. But since

- this cannot be'done, I wish that each one of you had in your own home, at
5 - your opn-fireside, one of " these ‘agonized survivors. His presence, his
very -appearance, would-tell the story of his sufferings and his needs
far better than can be done by words. You could then see how sick he
is in his mind and ir+his body. You could see his terroy of the past and
his dread of the darkness of his unknovn future. No words of mine could
match that appeal. : -

Those ‘people are orly half alive. It will take everything that you
can give to bring them back!to normal health., Your agencies, particularly
the Joint Distribution Committée and the United Palestine Appeal, have
therexperienqe and -the ‘trained personnel to do a good job, They need
money with ¥iich to.do it and ‘you must see them through.
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DOCUMENT - 544
EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT

WAR REFUGEE BOARD
WASHINGTON, D, C.

GERMAN EXTERMINATION CAMPS ~— AUSCHWITZ AND BIRKENAU

It is'a fact beyond denial that the Germans have deliberately .
and systematically mmrdered millions of innocent civilians — Jews
and Christlans alike - all over Europe, This campaign of terror

p and brutality, which is unprecedented in all history and which
() even now conbtlmies unabated; is part of the German plan to subju~
gate the free peoples of the world, - : )

. So revolting .and:diabolical:are the German atrocities that
e e - bhe mind s of "6ivilized people find it difficult to belleve that
‘ they have actually. taken place, But the govermments of the
. United Statea.and of other countries-have evidence which ¢learly
t substartiates. the facts

The War  Refugee Board 18 engaged in a desperate effort to
Save a8 mayy as. possible:of Hitler's intended victims, To facil-
AR § itate: 1ts work the'Board has representatives in key spots in
AN Europe, - These representatives have tested contacte throughout
Europe and keep ‘the Board fully advised concérning the German cam-
paign of .extermination and borture,

Recently the Board:recelved from a representative close to
the scene two eys-witness accounts of events which occcurred in no-
¥ torious extermination ‘camps established by the Germans, Ths first
o report im based upon ‘the experiences of two young Slovakian Jews
who escaped in April, 1944 after spending two years in the Nazi
. concentration camps at. Auschwitz and Birkenau in southwestern
7 Poland,. The second’ report is made by a non-Jewish Polish major,
the. only survivor of one group imprisoned at Auschwitz,

RISk

The two reports were prepared independently and are. repro-
duced exactly in tha form they were received by the War Refugee
Board, ‘except for 'a few deletions necessary for the protection of
persons who may -sbtill be alive, :The flgures concerning the size
of the Jewish convoys and the mmbers of men and women admitted
to the two camps cannot be taken as mathematically exact; and,
in facl, are declared by the authors to be no more than reliaple
s appresaimabions, THeY &T9 accepted 8o such by the Board,

The Board has every reason to balieve that these reports
prasent a‘true ‘picture of the frightful happenings in these
camps, It is making the reports public in the fim conviction
that . they should-be read and understoed by all, Americans,

November, 1944
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_ THE EXTERNINATION GAMPS OF AUSCHWITZ (Oswiacim)
e A ' »
and BIRKENAU

in Upipef ‘Sllesia.
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v FOREWORD.
o N A Qe

Two young Slovak Jews.--whose names will not be disclosed for
the time being in the interest of their-own safely — have been
fortunate enough,to escape after spending two years in the concen-

__tration comps-of BIRKENAU, AUSCHWITZ and LUBLIN-AJDANEK, where
77 they had been deported in’1942 from SLOVAKTA. ¢
1. One-of - them was sent on April 13, 1942 from the assembly camp

of SERED directly to: AUSCHYWITZ and then to BIRKENAU, while the

other was sent from the camp of NOVAKY to LUBLIN on June 14, 1942

and, after a-short’stay there, transferred to AUSCHITZ and, later,

10 ‘BIRKENAU, , SR '

The. following report does not-contain everything these two

men experienced during their.captivity, it only what one or both
togethor underwent, heard, or experienced at first hand. No
individual impressions or: judgments.are ‘recorded and nothing
passed on from’ hearsay, S R

-~ The report ‘starts with the story of the young Jew vho was
removed: from SERED. = The account ‘of his experiences in BIRKENAU
begins at the time the second Jew arrived there and is, therefore,
“basad on the statements of both. - Then follows the individual

. harrative:of the second Jew 'who was sant ‘from NOVAKY to LUBLIN
and from there o AUSCHWITZ. S :

The declaratians. tally with-all the trustworthy yet Lfragmen-
tary reports hitherto received, 'and the dates given vith regard
to transports to warious camps agree with the official records.
These statements can, therafore, be considered as entirely credible,
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| AUSCHTTTZ AND BIRKENAU
On the 13th April, 1942 our group, consisting of 1,000 men, P

wag loaded into railroad cars at the assembly camp of SERSD.

The doors were shut so that nothing would reveal the dirsetion

of the journey,-and when they were ‘opened aftor a long while we

reallzed that we had crossed the Slovak frontier and were in

ZiTARDON.. - The train had. intil:then been: guarded by Hlinka men,

but was now-taken over by.S53 guarda.: "After a few of the cara

had been uncoupled-from our convay, we contimed on our way :

arriving abt night at AUSCHVITZ, where we stopped on a sidetrack,

The reagon-the other 'cars wers left- behind was apparently the

lack of room at AUSCHNITZ.: :They joined us, however, a few days

later. -Upon arrival we wera.placed:in rows of five and counted,

There wore 643° of ugs ' After a wallof about 20 winutes with our

heavy packs (we had left Slbvakia well equipped), we reached

v

_the concentration camp.of AUSCHWITZ. -

. Ve were at once.led into:a huge barrack where on the one
side ‘we-had to'deposit all-owr lugpage and on the other side
i , completely undress,:leaving ouriclothes:and valuables behind.
. Naked, we .then proceeded to an adjoining barrack where our
~heads and bodies were shaved and disinfected with lysol, At
- the aexdt. every man vas -given a number which began vwith 28,600
( in comsgoutive order.” With this number-in hand we were then -
\ herded to a third barrack where so-called registration took
place. This consisted of tattooing the numbers we had received
in the second barrack on the.left side of our chests. The ex-
treme brutality with which this was effected made many of us
faint, . The'particulars’ of our identity were also recorded,
“Then we were led in proups. of a hundred into a cellar, and

B - later to a barrack where we were issued striped prisonerst
clothes ‘and’ ywooden clogs,: This'lasted until 10 a.m, Tn the
afternoon-our prisoners! ‘outfits were taken ‘away from us again
and replaced by the ragged and dirty remainsiof Russian uni-

- formsy. - Thus equipped e were marched.off +to ‘BIRKENAU,

~ “AUSCHWITZ ‘is a concentration camp
under ‘so-called "protvective. custody." At the time of my arrival,
that-ds in April of 1942; ‘tliere were about 15,000 prisoners in
the camp, - the majority of wnom were Poles, Germans, and civilian
Russiang wnder protective: custodys A small number of prisoners
cane under -the categories of ‘eriminals: and “work-shirkers,"

for political prisoners

SN

AUSCINIITZ camp headquarters controls at the
- yiork--camb: of " BIRKENAU ag-woll as tho-f IENSES
ML the prisonérg arrive first at AUSCHWITZ where they are pro-
vided with prisonérs! dimatriculation numbers and then are
elthier kept there; sent to BIRKENAU ‘or, in very samll numbers >

to HARMENSE. - The prisoners receive consecutive mmbers upon
-Arrivoly' Every number is only used once so that the last number

-same-timethe - —— - .- | —- - oo
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alvays corresponds to the mmber of prisoners actually in the canp.
At the time of our escape, that is to say at the beginning of
April, 1344, the mumber had risen up to 180,000. At.the outset
the nunmbers were tattooed on-the. left breast, but later, due to
their becoming blurred,: on the-left forearm.., . - .

A1l prisoners, irrespective.of category or nationality, are
treated. the same. . Howsver, to facilitate identification, they
are digbinguished: by .various coloured itriangles sewed on the
clothing on the left breast under the immatriculation mumber.
The first letter indicates the nationality of the prisoner. )
This letter (for instance MP!:for Poles) appears in the middle
of the triangle.: The coloured triangles bave the following
meaning: ST LT e .
political prisoners under
. protective-custody -

green = % . profegsional’criminals
black- .~ 0 Mdodgers"’ (labor slackers), "anti-
S o socials® (mostly Russians)
pink- .. " -homosexuals i 0T ' -
violet- - members 'of the religious sect of

o MBibelforscherh -

The, Jewish pi‘isonérs dii‘f“érk ifrdﬁ the Aryan prisoners in that
their triangle (which:in the majority of cases is red) is turned
into-a David's star.by ;adding-j‘ye_]low‘ points.

Within the enclosure ‘of .the cemp of AUSCHWITZ there are
several. factories:” :a war, production plant, Deutscher
Aufrilistungsweri (DAW), a factory belonging to the KRUFP
vorks’and. one: to the SITRMENS concern, — Outside the boundary
of the camp is, a tremendous plant covering several square
kilometers named "BUNA{" " The- prisoners work in all the -
aforementioned ‘factories. - i Bl

* The: prisoners! actual living quarters, if such a term may
at all be used, ingide the camp proper cover an area of approxi-
mately 500 by 300 meters surrounded by ‘a double row of concrete
posts about -3 mebers high which-are .connected (both inside and
outsids)- with one another by a: dense netting of high-tension
wires fixed into the posts by insulators. . Between these two rows

of posts, at intervals of 150 meters, there are 5 meters high

vatchtowers, equipped with machine guns and searchlights. In :
front of the inner high-tension ¢ircle there is further an ordi-
nary vire fence. ' Merely touching this feénce is answered by .
a.‘stream of bullets:from the vatchtowers. . This system is called
"the small or inner chain of sentiy posts." The canp itself is
composed -of - three rows ‘of “hHouses. = Between the first and second




RougH GROUND PLAN OF AuSCHWITZ

e 500 Meters - ey
'Xw—smr'iey Posrs—:—;&-,\x_ R X e SENTRY PoOSTS —=X _T
|
i

BARRACK | | '1'1&0_(» o, I,

~ ST -

Meters

XL _ CAMP STREET x| o

| TBARRACK s e o I R

X INNER OR SMALL CHAIN X \ X INNER OR SMALL CHAIN X1

‘?f"&ENTRI\NCE




SCALE: vyso doo

4

ODERBERG

o 4 2 3 4

Witamsrams

BRUTUEN

KRakau

SkAWINA




-~that the prisoner has not. beer

- 1377 -

1
|-

row is the camp street, and between the second and third there
used to be a wall. The Jewish girls deported from Slovalia in
¥arch and April, 1942, over 7,000 of them, lived in the houses
separated by this wall up to the middle of August, 1942, After
these girls had been removed to BLRKENAU, the wall between the
second and third row of houses was removeds The camp entry
road-cubs across: the row of houses, while over the entrance
gate; which is of course always heavily guarded, stands the
ironic inscription: “Miork:-brings freedom."

At a’'radius of ‘some 2;000 meters the whole camp is encircled
by a'second’line called Mthe ‘big,or outer chain of sentry posgts" -
also with watchtgwers every 150 neters. Between the inner ang
outer chain:of sentry:pclsts,are the factories and other workshops,

.. The_towers: of-theifiner chain’'are only manned at night when the

high-tension curfent is switched into the double row of wires,
During daytime the garrison of ‘the dimer chain of sentry posts
is withdrawn, and the men talke ‘up'duty in the outer chain,
Escape through these sentry posts - and many attempts have been
made -, 1s practically’impossible. Getting through the immer
circle . of posts at night is -completely impossible , and the
towers of the outer chain are 50 close o one another (one
every 150 meters, i.e, ‘giving cach tower a sector with
a-75-meter radius'to watch) that approaching umnoticed is
out -of the question. ~:Theguards. shoot without warning,
The garrison of the outer: chain is withdrawm at twilight,
but only after it“his béen ascertained that all the prisoners
are within the inner cireles If the 1011 call reveals that
a prisoneris nissing, -sirens’ irmediately sound the alarm,
The men. in the outer chain remain in their towers on the
. Lookout, the inner-chain is ‘manned, and:a systematic search is
begun. by hindrads of 88 guards and bloodhounds. -The siren brings
the wholesurrounding countryside to'a state of alarm, so that if
- by miracle the escapee has been: successful in getting through
the' outer chain he is nearly cértain to be caught by one of the
nunerous”German police and S5 patrols. The éscapee is further..
more handicapped by his clean-shaven head, -his striped prisoner's
outfit ‘or red -patches: sevm on his clothing, and the passiveness
of the thoroughly intimidated inbabitants, The mere fack of
neglecting to give information .on ‘the whereabouts of a ‘prisoner,
not to speak -of " extending help, is punished by death.— Provided. -
en:-gaught sooner, the garrison of
-thé outer chain:-of ‘senbry posts remains on the watch for three

- days and nights after.which delay it is presumed that the escapee
“Hag succegded in breaking through the double circle, . The follov— -

ing night the cuter guard is withdrawm, If the escapce is caught

-.alive, he-is-hanged in the presence-of the whole camp; but if he

is found' dead, his body '~ wherever it may have been located .. is




-1378 - - , 'V///’

brought back to camp (it is easy to identify the corpse by means

of the tattooed number) and seated at the entrance gate, a small
notice clasped in his hands, reading: "Here I am." . During our two
years! imprisonment many attempts to escape were made by prisoners
but, with the exception of ‘two'or three, all were brought back

dead or alive. Tt is not kngwn. - whether the two or three . escapees .
who were not- canght dctually managed to get sway. It can, however,
be asserted that amohg the ‘Jews who were deported from SLOVAKIA

to - AUSCHWITZ or. BIRKENAU we " are’ the only two who were lucky enough

to save ourselves. =

As stated previously, we weré transferred from. AUSCHWITZ to
BIRKENAU. on: the day.of our -arrival. :

" “Actually there is no such district as BIRKENAU. Even the
word BIRKENAU. is. new in that it has been "adopted" from the nearby
»Birch,Forest%(BREZINSKY).j[The district now called BIRKENAU was,
and is still, called PRAJSKA" by the local population. The exist-
ing camp center .of BIRKENAU lies 4 kilometers distant from
AUSCHWITZ.  -The outer control-zones of both BIRKENAU and AUSCHWITZ

meet and are merely separated by a railway track., W& never found
“anything out‘about,NEW—BERUN,'pfobably about 30 to 40 kilometers

aviay which, oddly -eénough, we Had to indicate as postal district
for BIRKENAU. : .

Atvthevtime of our arrival ﬁn BIRKENAU we found there only
one huge kitchen for 15,000 people and three stone buildings,

- two of ‘which were completed and one under construction. The
‘buildings were surrounded by an. ordinary barbed wire fence. The

. prisoners were housed | in‘these buildings and in others later

constructed. - All ‘are built according to a standard model. Each
house is ‘about BO‘EeterS'lbng,and,S to 10 meters wide. Yhereas

" the height of,tha;walls'hardlyTexceeds>2‘meters, the roof is

disproportionately;high ~.about 5 ‘mebers: ~ so that the house
oives the'impreSSioﬁ ofia Stable?surmountgd by a large hayloft.

There is no inner ceiling, so that the room reaches a height of
7 meters.in the center;. in other ‘words: the pointed roofing rests
'jdirect1y~qn the'fourfWalls.jfThe;rbdm~i3‘divided in two by

a ‘partition running its whole

‘dength.dowm the middle and fitted

S owithian opening,$oﬁenablercommunication between the two parts

thus separateds- Along'both~$idezwalls, as well as along the . _____

,Qmiddlefpartition;-twquaraiiéljflﬁbrs, some 80 centimeters

apart; have been builf whichare’in turn divided into small

cells by vertical partitions:: Thus there are three floors:

the .ground- floor and thHe two built in the side walls. Normally
three people live in: each cubicle.. As can be judged from the
dimengigns_indighted,.theSe cubicles are too narrow for a man
to Tie st tched,qut,and*notrhigh enough for him to sit upright,
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There is no question of having enough Space to stand upright. In
this way some 400 to 500 people are accormodated in one house or
"block," as .ij,hey are also called,_

The present camp of BIRKENAU. covers an area of some 1,600 by

500 meters which ig surrounded - similar to AUSCHWITZ - by a so-
called small 6r innér chain of sentry posts. Work is now

“proceeding on a still larger compound -vhich’is to be added

later. on to the -already’ existing campe The purpose of this
extensive plamir;g is nq’tilmpxm O Use =+ ¢

Vithin a radius of 2 Idloneters, as with AUSGHVITZ,

BIRKMAU is. also surrounded by an outer chain of senbry posts
with the same. type of watch System as at AUSCHIITZ,

“The bﬁildih‘g;s",wé“founa,oii"r'éﬁr”arrival had been erected by

112,000 Russian prisoners of vas brought there in December, 1941.

In"severe winter Wweather. they had to work under inhuman condi-
tions as:a result: of vwhieh most. of them, with the exception of

a small number: employediin the. kitchen, died of exposure. They
were nwrbered,from,,l;to“l2,CO_jSn & series which had no connec-
tion with the ,brdiﬁia:"y,camp ﬁmnbering system previously described,
#henever fresh convoys of Iussian prisoners arrived » they were not
issued the ‘current AUSCHWITZ prisoner numbers, but received those
of deceased Russians in the 1 012,000 series, I% is, therefore,
difficult to estimate how.many prisoners of this category passed
through the camp. . Apparently. Russians were transferred to
AUSCHVITZ or BIRKENAU on disciplinary grounds from regular
prisoner-of-war-camps, W fowd what remained of the Russiang

in a terrible state of destitubion and neglect living in the

or rain.’: They.died en masse" . Hundreds -and thousamis of their

bodies were bm‘iédlsupe_fficié.l}ly, spreading a stench of pestilence.

later: we had to-es upe “and burn’ the corpses,
A week before our arrival in AUSCHNITZ bhe first group or
Jews -Yeached the camp s ,_'(the'".'/omcn were-dealt with separately and
received numbers rarallel tg those of the men; the Slovak women
received serial mumbers from 1 %o 8,000) 1,320 naturalized French
Jews from Paris,” - They were numbered: from 27,500 omwards, It is
clear; §{herefore » bhat between this French group and our convoy

:no" other men arrived.in ,AQSCPHHT25__’sincuve-h&vevaﬂ.—readrpoiﬁﬁea' T

~rout:that - our numbers sbarted with 28,600, Ve found the 700 French

Jews. viho were stillalive. interrible condition, the missing 600
having:(rli,ed.wj.thinra;"week, after-their arrival, o :

The following'caﬁégo'i'r:i._és were housed in the three completed

_buildings: ..
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I. The so-called "prominencian: professional criminals

and older Polish political prisoners who were in charge of the

administration of the camp. . -

II. The remaincier of the_ French Jews,.namely some 700.

III. The 643 original Slovik Jews to whom were added a few

days later those who had been:left at ZWARDON.

IV. ‘Those Russians who were still-alive and housed in the
unfinished building as well .ag8-in’the open air and whose numbers
diminished so rapidly that as a. group .they are scarcely worth
mentionings T N .

N A L B ST S
Together with the remaining Russian prisoners the Slovak
Jews worked at the construction of ‘buildings, whereas the French
T T T T 7 géws had to dospade.works After three. days T was ordered, to-
: ' gether with 200 other- Slovak Jews, to work in the German armament
i factories at” AUSCHWITZ,  but :We continued to be housed in BIRKENAU.
We left early in the 'mornin_g';returning at night and worked in the
carpentry shop.as well as on road construction. Our food con-
sisted: of ‘one litre of turnip ‘soup ‘at midday and 300 grams of bad
.. bread in the evening. Working conditions wera inconceivably hard,
so that the majority:of us, ;weakened by starvation and the in- .
edible food,. could not stand it.: “The mortality was so high that '
.eVery day-our ‘group of :200-had 30 t0 35 ‘dead. Many were simply
beaten to death by the ovérseers - the "Capos" - during work,
without the slightest provocation. . The gaps in our ranks caused
" by these deaths were replaced.daily by prisoners from }IIRKENAU.
Our return-at-night was extremely painful and dangerous 3 85 we
had to.-drag along over a distance 'of 5 kilometers our tools, fire
‘wood, - heavy: caldréns s.and the ‘bpdies of ‘those who had died or had
‘been killed ’during—the working day.? With these heavy loads we
were forced-to:maintain a brisk pace, and anyone incurring the
displeasure of "one of the "Capos! Wwas -cruelly knocked dovm, if
not beaten to death.” Until the arrival ‘of the second group of
Slovak men some 14 days later; -our original nuiber had dwindled
£6-150. . At night we were counted; the bodies of the dead were (
piled up ‘on flat, narrow-gauge cars ‘or in a truck and brought to
" -the Birch- Forest (BREZINSKY): where' they were burned in a trench
' 'several meters. deep ‘and about 15 meters long. - Every day on our
“way to work we met vorking party:of 300" Jéwish girls from
Slovakia who were employed ‘on ground work in the vicinity. They = ___ _ .
~.Were dressed-in 61deussian%unif*" ags. and wore wooden clogs.,
Their heads wers shaven ‘and, “unfortunately; we could not ‘speak
to. them., - o SR T A S
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Until the middle of May, 1942, a total of four convoys of
male Jews from Slovakia arrived. at BIRKENAU and all received .
similar treatment to ours, . .. .

From the :first and-second transports. 120 men-were chosen
(incluwding myself)-and placed. at: the disposal of the administra---
tion of the. camp. of ‘AUSCHWITZ, vhich was in-need of doctors, -
dentists, -intellectuals s and clerkss, This group consisted of
"90 Slovak and 30 French Jews.  As I had ‘in the meantime rnanaged
to work my way:up to algood position: in BIRKENAU - being in
. command of a-group of. 50 men, -which had brought .me consideratlc
advantage — T at first felt reluctant to leave for AUSCHWITZ,.
However, I was finally ‘persuaded ‘to go and left. After cight
» days, 18 doctors and attendants as well as three further persons
—--.-Were:selected “from this group“ef 120 intellectuals. The doctors
were. used:in the Msick building! or Mhospital® at AUSCHVITZ,
vwhile we three were sent back to BIRKENAU. My two comrades,
. ladislav Braun from Trnava and Gross from Vrbové (?), both of
-whom have since died, viere sentto the Slovak block while I was
“ordered to the French section' where we were erployed at collect—
ing "personals datat 3~and'at;.‘,"nursing(the sick." The remaining
- 99 persons: weresent to work in the gravel pit vhere they all
{ died within.a short time.- -~ .. - .

N

. Shortly thereafter a so-called "sick-building (Krankenbau)

was. set up, i Tt ,}wade‘es’c._ined Aobecore the ruech dreaded "Block "
‘vherc -at first I was chief attendant and later administrator.

The chief of-this Winfirmaryh as a-Poles Actually this building

gy wag nothing else than an'assembly cehtre for death candidates.

A)Ll prisoners.-incapable ‘of working were sent there. There was no
- Question of any medical: attention oricare. Ve had some 150 dead
“daily and their. bodies were:sent for cremation o AUSCHWITZ,

At the'same tims the so-called Vselections™ were introduced.
Twice weelly, ‘Mondays “and: Thursdays, the: camp doctor indicated

; - the number of‘prisoners who weré to'be gassed and then burned.

\ Thesc Mseldctecs" were -loaded into trucks and brought to the
“Birch Torests Those:still alive: upon arrival were gassed in
a'big barrack erected near thé trench used for burning the
~bodiess  The ‘Weekly "draft' in dead from "Rlock 7" was about -
2,000, "of “whom 1,200 died ‘of “M™atural:death" and about 800 o
through Yselegtion.”: Tor: L hose.who had nob.-been-Mseleehedt—— -~ —— - - |- I

" a deabh certificate was issued-and sent :to the cenbral. adminis-
tration at’ OMANIENBURG; whereas for the "selectees" a special
‘register was kept with the. indication “S.B." (#Sonderbehandelt! -
Speeial treatment). Until--Januasy 15, 1943, up to which time
“I'was adninistrator of "Block 7" and therefore in a position to
-directly: observe “happenings, some 50,000 -prisoners died of
"natural*deati! or by Mselection:" . -




127,400 ~ 28,600

+29,7007="32,700

37,300 ~ 37,900 ' 600 Poles (
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As previously described, the prisoners were mumbered con-
secutively so that we are able-to reconstruct fairly clearly
their order of succession and the fate which befell each
separate conyoy on arrival. : : s

The first male Jewish transport reaching-AUSCHWITZ for

~ BIRKENAU was' composed, as mentioned, “of 1,320 naturalized -

French Jews. bearing ‘approximately the- following numbers:

28,600 ~ 29,600 In April, 1942 the first convoy b
S Slovak Jews (91‘11" convoy) .

29,600 - 29,700 100 men' (Aryans) from various concentra~-
: o - tlon camps,s - -

3 :Vc‘ompl'si:;r'el 'thvoySi of Slovak Jews.

32,900 - 33;100 400 professional ‘eriminalg (Aryans) from
“Warsaw prisons; . : :

33,100 - 35,000 1,900 Jews £rom Cracow.

35,000 - 36,000 1,000 Poles ‘(.A'ryans) ~ political prisoners,

36,000 ~ 37,300 Tn May, 1942 < 1,300 Slovak Jems from
 LUBLIN-MAJDANEK, ’

3 (. yans) from RADOM, amongst
them 'a few' Jews: ’

375900 - '38,00(5; 100 Poles from the concentration camp of
= ' DACHAU? e

38,000 ~ 38,400 400 French naturalized Jews who arrived
Ay with the’ir_ifam’_il‘ies. : . -
This whole convoy consisted of about 1,600 individuals of
whom approximately 200 girls ‘and 400 men: were admitted to the
camp, while “the remaining 1;QOO=pepsons» (women, old people,.

... -¢hlldren as:well- as men) wers sqnjb-rwithqut further procedure.

““men and-.5 percent’ of : the women Were allotted to the' camps and

~the remaining members were immediately gassed: This: process -of
‘rerxterminatibnihadialzfeady been applied earlier to the Polish' Jews.
During long months; “without interruption, trucks brought thousands

of Jews from the various Mghettos? dire‘g_{t to the pit in the -

“"Birkemvald i




38,400 - 39,200

39,200 40, ooo

40,000 = 40, 150
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800 naturalized French Jews, the remainder
of the convoy was - as previously described -

_ gassed. .

809 quésj(Aryans), political prisoners.

‘156>516§ék:Jews-with their:familiesq

Outside of a group of 50 girls sent

~to the women's camp, all other members

were. gassed' in the Birch Forest. Among

},the 150 men who came to camp there were

a-certain Zucker (Christian name unknown )

SR 4’“and Sonnenschein, Viliam, both from

40,150 = 4’32‘895

43,800 ~ 44,200

*Eastern Slovakiao -

'Approximately 4,000 French natufalized Jews,

almost-all-intellectuals; 1,000 women were
directed to the women's camp, while the

~balarce of  about 3,000 persons were gassed
:1n the usual mannera

400 Slovak Jews from LUBLIN, including
Matea Klein and No. 43820, Meiloch Laufer

from Fastern Slovakia. This convoy

arrived on: June 3051942,

44,5200 = 45,000

xzooisiovak‘3ewso The . convoy consisted of

1,000 personss . A number of women were sent

“ to the womsn's camp, the rest gassad in the

455000 - 47,000,

47,000 = 474500

Birch Wood.' Among the prisoners sent to

“camp weres”- Jozef Zelmanovic, Snina -

Adolf" Kahan,: Bratislava ~ Walter Reichmann,

,oucany,— Lsther Kahan, Bratislava.

2,000 Frenchmen (Arydns), communists and

‘other, politlcal prisoners, among whom were
““the brother”of ‘Thorez and the young brother

of Téon Blum, - ‘The latter was "atrociously

ftortured, then gasspd and burneda

500 Jews~from Holland*“in‘thé'm§36f1ty

- German emigrantuu .The rest of the convoy,

47,500 = 47,869'

- about, 2 500 persons, gassed.

’About 300 so-called Russians under pro-
jtectlve custody°




48,300 -~ 48,620
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i
<320 Jews fram Slovakia. About 70 girls were
transferred to the women's camp, the remainder,
some 650 people, gassed in the Birch ¥ood. This
-convoy included about 80 people who had been
- handed over by the Hungarian police to the camp

“of SERED.  Others from.this convoy wvere:

42,000~ 64,800

64,800 = 65,000

65,000 ~ 68,000

i 7 71,000 ~-80,000

Dr, Zoltan Mandel (since deceased) - Holz
(Christian name unknown), butcher from Piestany,
Miklos Engel, Zilina ~ Chain Katz, Snina, (his
wife and.6 children were gassed). .

> 155066 n-atura.’l‘iz'ed'li‘rench, Belgian, and Dutch
Jowg. This flgure certainly represents less
‘than 10 percent of the total convoy. This was

_.between July 1 and September 15, 1042. Large

" family convoys arrived from various European

counbtries -and were at once directed to the

Birch Viood:  The special squad ("sonderkomnando!)

-~employed for gassing and burning worked in day and
night shifts, Hundreds of thousands of Jews vere

gassed during this period,

200 Slovak Jews. Out of this transport about 100
-, ¥omen were admitted Lo the camp, the rest of them
“gassed and :hurned. Among the newly arrived were:

Ludwig Kabz; Zilina — Avri Burger, Bratislava —

Poprad: (wife dead) - Mikulas Steiner, Povazska

‘Bystrica’~ Juraj Fried, Trencin — Buchwald —
-:Josef 'Rosenvasser, Fastern Slovakia — Julius

Neuman, :Bardejov ~ Sandor Viertheimer, Vrbove -~

Misl VWertheimer, Vrbove — Pela Blau, Zilina.

Naturalized French, Belgian, and Dutch Jews.

Not ‘more. than 1,000 women were "selected" and
sent:to:the camp. The others, at the lowest

estimate 30,000, were gassed.

“Naturalized French, Belgian, and Dutch Jeuws.
The priscners brought to the canp hardly
represent -10 percent of the total transport.
A-conservitive estimate would be that
approximately 65,000 to 70,000 persons were

R~ T A M A
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R On December 17, 19/,2, the 200 young Slovak Jews, the so-
called “special squad" employed in gassing and burning the
conderned, were in turn execubed at BIRKENAU. They were
execcutbed -for having planned 4o mubtiny and escape. A Jew
betrayed their preparations. This f{rightful job had to be
taken over by a. groupof 200 Polish Jews who had just ar-
rived ‘at camp from BAKOW,

- The men belonging 'bo the Mspecial squad" lived

separately. - On account of ‘the dreadiyl smell spread by

them, people had but- litile conbtsct.with.them. Besides

vhey were always filbhy,destitube, hall vild and extraordi-

narily brutal and ruthlesss. . It was not tncommon to sée one T
of ‘them kill anobher,  This.was: considered by the others ;
a sensation,! a chany me,suxply—recorded that number . 1

— mm s e — S0<and=So had dled - R

. Once 1 was .an eyc—w_v.tness when ‘a youn{; Pohsh Jevr named
Jossel demonstrabed s scientifich nurder on.a Jew in the
presence of: an S§° guard. He. used no wcapon, merely his bare
hands; to kill his v:.ct:un. e

Hos 80 000 mar)\s t}‘e begmnmg oi Lhe sys'oemat:.c exberru.—
nzbion .of the oll.;h ghettos.

80 OOO -~ 85 000 Approx.mat.ely 5,000 Je\.'s fron vanou.: ghettos
in MLIAVA = hAAO'\/ - aIClLL:NO;I =~ LOMZA - GHODHO -
BIALOSTOK. .

Tor fully:30 days’ trucx-—convoys arrived
- viithout interruptions - Only 5,000 persons
’ were sent:to-the concentrat:.on camp; all -
the -.obhers verc gassed ab. once, The
“'special-squagh worked -in two -shifts,
- 24 hours-daily. and was -scarcely able to
cope with the passing and Liwrning. - Without
e‘cagneratlng it may be:said that out of
these’ convoys. sone :80,000: ta 90,000 received
Mspecidl “breatment M These ‘transports also
7 brought ina. coml(.erable driount oi nonej
- ‘ . ‘valuaoles and prououg stor.cs.

85,000 -.92,000  -6;000 JCl"u from GQOD.IO ?II\LOJI‘OK and C‘MCO‘:I
- Yo as well as 1;000 Ary?h Poles, The majority
aofthe Jem.s‘x convoys were directly gassed
and ‘daily:about 4,000 Jevis vere .driven into
the gas chambers

R
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On December 17, 1942, the 200 young Slovak dewis, the so-

called "special sguad enployed in gassing and burning the
conderned, were in turn executed at BIRKENAU. They were
execubed for having planned to mubiny and escape, A Jew
betrayed: thelr preparations, This frightful job had to be
baken over by a-group-of 200 Palish Jews who had just ar—
rived at’ camp from MAKOWS - - :

The men' belonging to the "special squad" lived
separately. - On account of the dreadful smell spread by
them,  people had but 1little jiacith them. Besides
they were: always I 1ild and extraordi—
narily’ brutal z Sl a2 to see one

R others

nce I was ‘an-éye~witness when a young Pol
%.-demonstrated Mscientific" murder on a Jew
fenceof an 85 guard le used no weapon, merel
nds, 0. kill his vietin .

Nos 80,000 marks - the beginning of the systematic
notion of théaPoli,sh’fghettgs,

80,000 —-85,000Approxm.atoly 5,000 Jews from various
in MLJAVA .~ MAXOV — ZICHENOW ~ LOMZA
BIALOSTOK.

For: fully:30 days truck-convays arriyg
vilbhout inserruption, Only 5,000 pe
were sentito the concentration car

the' othels were gassed at once. 71
Uspecial squadh worked in two shifthy
R4 hours’ daily and was scarcely g
cope: withithe gassing and burnin
-exaggerating it .may be.said that ;
these convoys séré 380,000 .to 9
"specidl ‘treatment.? These t

brought in. a:considerable amoufyt
valuables; 2nd.precicus stoncs.

vhout
of
raceived
Gports also
of money,

85,000.-192,000...6,000_Jews  Cron GROMIO, 3EALOSTORand-CRACON
: aswellias. 1,000 Aryan Poles. The majority

of the ‘Jewish :convoys. were directly gassed
and~daily--about 4,000 Jews were driven into -
the gas chambers.
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uring mid-January, 1943 tkree convoys of 2,000
i.:persons- each from THERESIEMSTADT arrived. They
-bore the designations' "CU®™ WCEW ang wE» ({ The
-neaning of these signs is unknown to us).
~These markings were also stamped on their
~luggage.) -Out of these 6,000 persons only 600
-Ien-and. 300 women were admitted to the camp.

-The:remainder were gassed.

"100, 000 Fndfpf January, . 1943 large convoys of French

and Dutch Jeows arrived; only a smpall proportion
) ) .., of them reached the camp. .
100,000 = 102, 600" In February, 1943, 2,000 Aryan Poles, mos tly
L ek huintellectuals, R

102,000 - 103,000 700 Czech iryams. Later, those still alive
S " vere gent to . BUCHEMALD. .

103,000"+ 108,000 3,000 Franch and Datch Jems and 2,000 coles |
i (Aryans).

‘During the month of February, 1943, two
:‘contingents arrived dasly. They included
Polish;. French, and Lutch Jews who, in the

-“main,were sent to the gas chambers. The
number! gassed diring this month can well
be.-estimated at 90,000. -

e

. At the end of February, 1943 a new modern crematorivm and
‘gassing plant was -inaugurated at BIRKINAU. The gassing and burnirg
of ‘the bodies in the Birch.Forest was discontinued, the whole Jjob
' being taken over by the. four specialiy built crematoria. The large
¢itch was filled in, 'thé. ground lovelled, and the ashes used as

before for fertilize: -at“the farm labour camp of HEIMENSE, so that

today it is-almost:j possible to find traces of the dreadful mass
muriler which-took place here. T . -

- it present: thererare four crematoria in operation at BIRKENAU,
two;large -ones, . I and IT;:and 'two smaller ones, IIT and IV. Those
of-type T and II consist of 3-parts; i.e.: (A) the fumace room;
(B) the large hall; and (C) the-gas chamber. A hupe chimney rises
from the furnace’ roow’ arcind which are grouped pine furmaces, eaeh - —-— . -

i -having four*spenings: E3ch opening ican take three normal corpses
.at. once and ;_-'fte,r'.an Hour:and a half the bodies are completely
-burned.  This corresponds ito. a ‘daily capacity of abont 2,000 bodies.
-Nextito"this is. alarge."reception hall® which is arranged so as

to give the iﬁ|préssion of ;the antechamber of a bathing esta’blish—r
ment, "It holds: 2, 000 people-and. apparently there is a similar

[ROFETS.
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During mid=January, 1943 three convoys of 2,000
bersons each from THEAESIENSTADT arrived. They.
bore the designations “CU" WGE and YE." (The-
o . meaning of these signs is unknown to us ).
. L These markings were also stamped on their
- luggage.: Out;of these 6,000 persons only 600
- men ‘ant;300 women were admitted to the camp.
. - ‘he remainder were gassed. :
99,000~ 100, 000 - “Erd. of ' January, 1943 large convoys of French
, : . .srand Dutoh Jews arrived; only a small propartion -
100,000 ~ 102, 0QGi% Poles, mostly
o gctuals, i g
el £ ¢~ 34 ¢ O R g 700 Czech Aryans. Later, those stillfalive
P T were sent to ‘BUCHENWALD. s
5000, 3,000 French and Dutch Jews and 2,000 Poles
(Aryans)e © v ’ ‘
During the month of February, 1943, two )
. contingents arrived daily. ‘They included \
“Polish, French; and Lutch Jews who, in the
main, were sent to the gas chambers. The
number-gassed during this month can well
be esﬁima?ted.at 90, 000.
hlithe ‘end: of February, 1943 -‘a new modern crematorium and )
AF lant was. inaugurated-at BLRKENAU. The gassing and burning
ies:in the Birch Forest was discontinued, the whole job
n_over by the féur Specially built crematoria. The large
filled ‘in, the ‘ground levelled, and the ashes used as
EEfertilizer at-the farm"labour camp of HEIMENSE, so that
today i ti484almnost impossible to find traces of the dreadful mass
murder'j.v""‘y,ﬁook' place here. - . (
At pres "‘theré,‘ar‘jé"v_fo’_ur',cramatoria in operation at BLRKENAU,
two:large ones,*I' and IT; ‘snd.two smaller ones, III and IV. Those
of type I and Il consist of J.parts, i.e.: (A) the fumace room;
(B) ths large hall; -and - (C)-the gas chamber. A huge chimney rises
from' the  furnace room arcund which.are grouped nine furnaces, each o _
hav,in'g;fpm:,;opeﬁings;;:..,.EachgcPémingfe%’eakeﬂtlmee—nomHI‘édrpéé’s’ T
- @t once.and ‘after “an” hour and a ‘half the bodies are completely
- burned.” ‘This corresponds to:a-daily capacity-of about 2,000 bodies.
Next:to ‘this dis+a large:Vreception hall¥ which is arranged so as
togive the impression of the antechamber of a bathing establish-
ment.. It holds: 2,000 people:and apparently there is a similar (
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waiting room on the floor below. From there a door and a few
steps lead down into the very long and narrow gas chamber.

The walls, of this chamber are also camoufldged with simmlated
entriaes to shower rooms in order to mislead the victims. The
roof is fitted with three traps which can be hermetically
closed from the outside. A track leads from the gas chamber
taowards the furnace room. The gassing takes place as follows:
the unfortunate-victims are brought into hall (B) where they
are told to undress. -To complete the fiction that they are
going to bathe, each person receives a towelkand a small plece
of soap issued by two men clad'in white cbatd. Then they are
crowded into the gas chamber.(G) in such numbers that there

is, of course, only standing room.. To compress this crowd into -
the narrow space, shots are:often-fired to induce those already
at the far end.to huddle ‘5till closer together. When everybody
is inside, the heavy doors are closed. ' Then there is a short
pause, presumably to allow. the room temperature to rise to

o e o -8 -Gerbain-level, "after which: S5 men. with gas masks climb on

the. roof, open the traps; and.shake devm a preparation in
powder form out of:-tin cans labelled "CYKLON" "For use against
vermin,, "*which: is manufactured by a Hambu¥g concern. It is
presumed. that ‘this is a "CYANINE" mixture of some sort which
turns into ‘gas-at’a certain temperatura. After three minutes
.everyone in the chamber is.dead: No one is kmown to have .
survived this ordeal;. although’it was not uncommon to discover
signs of life after the primitive measures employed in the

) Birch Wood. - The ‘chamber. is" then.opened, aired, and the

"special squad” carts-the bodies o flat trucks to the
furnace rooms wheré the burning takes place. Crematoria ITT
and IV work on nearly the same principle, but their capacity
is only half -as large, ‘Thus-the total capacity of the four

1 cremating and gassing:plants’ at: BIRKENAU amounts to about

6,000 ‘daily. - ; e : ’

© *On_principle only Jews are gassed; Aryans very seldom, as
they are usually given "special treatment" by shooting. Before
the crematoria were put:into service, the shooting took place
in the Birch Wood-and the bodies vwere burned in the long trench;
1ater5'however,ﬁexecutions_tbokrplace in the large hall of one:
of ‘the erematorie which has been provided with a special instal-

lation' for' this pirpose.’.

Prbminent_gﬁests,ffomaBERLIN were present at the inauguration
of the first .crematorium in:March) 1943, The "program" consisted
‘of the gassing and burning of 8,000 Cracow Jews. The guests, both--— ... . .. T e

officers and civilians, were extremely satisfied with the results
-"and the special peephole fitted into the door of the gas chamber
was in: constant.usei . They were lavish in their praise of this
newly. erected: installations -
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109,000 = 119,000 A% the beginning of March, 1943, 45,000 Jews
arrived from Salonild. 10,000 of them came - :
to-the camp, including a small percentage [
of the women; some 30,000 howaver went

.+ Straight to the cremating establistment.

+-0f the. 10,000 nearly all.died a short time

.- later.fron a.contagious -illness. resembling
‘malaria. They also died of typhus due to
‘the general -conditions prevailing in the
campy’ . .

ro e M, T

Malaria among -the Jews and typhus took such toll among the
prigoners in general.that.the “selections" were temporarily
suspended, .The contaminated Greek Jews were ordered to present
. themselves and in spite of our repeated warnings many of them
© o e mee s egdid, They were all keilled by intracardial phenol injections
administered by: a..lance—(:orporal‘ of the medical corps,

.,/‘\

, ‘Outof ‘the 10,000:Greek Jews, same 1,000 men remained alive
and were later sent, together with 500 other Jews, to do
fortification work in Wei'saw, A few weeks later several hundred

B came back in-a pitiful:state and were immediately gassed, The

{ remainder presunably died:.in Warsaw, Four hundred Greek Jews ‘

i suffering from malari& were sent for Wfurther treatment" to i
LUBLIN after the phenol injections had been stopped, and it -
appears-that they actually arrived, Thelir fate is not known to
us, but it can be taken for granted that out of the original
number of 10,000 Jeys not. one eventually remained in the camp,

e Simltansously with the ‘stopping of the Yselections" the
‘ nurdering of. prisoners was: forbidden. Prominent murdersers such
ag:  the Reich German professional criminals Alexander Neumann,
Zimmer, Albert: Haewmerle, Rudi. Osteringer, Rudi Bechert, and
the political prisoners Alfred Kien and 4105‘.3 Stahler, were
punished for repeated murder and had. to make written declarasion
that they had killed so-and so many prisoners.

~~

At “the beginning ‘of 1943 the political section of
AUSCHITITZ received 500,000.discharga certificates and we thought
with ill-concedled joy, that at least a few of us would be
liberated, . But the forms were simply filled out with the names
of those gassed and filed away in.the archives., !

T 119,000=120,000 1,000-Poles (Aryans) from the PAIAK
) penitentiary din Warsaw.

120,000-123,060‘ 3,000 Greek Jews, pert of whom were sent to
- - replacé their comrades in Warsaw. The
remainder quickly died off,
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123,000 ~ 124,000 1,000 Poles (Aryans) from RADCM and
. TARNOW, ' : :

124,000 —--126‘,_0.994'_-- 2,000 .f.‘rommixedAryan convoys.

In the meantime, ceaseless convoys of Polish and a few French
and Balgian Jews arrived.and, without exception, were dispatched
to the gas chambers.  Among them was a transport of 1,000 Polish
Jews fram MAJDANEX which included three Slovaks, one of whom was
a certain Spira’ from Stropkow or Vranov, '

The flow:of ‘convoys abruptly ceased at the end of July, 1943
and there was a short breathing ‘space. The .crematoria were thor-
oughly cleaned, the installations repaired and prepared for

- oo further uses” -On-August. 3 the killing machine again went into

7 operation. The first convoys consisted of Jews from BEIZBURG
; - and SOSNOWITZ and others followed during the vhole monbh of
August., ) AT !

132,000 - 136,000 .0nly 4,000 men and a very small mumber

~of women-vere. brought to the camp, OQOver
35,000 ‘were-gassed. ' Of the aforementioned

" 744000 men, many died as’ a result of bad

" ‘treatment, hunger or illness; some were
“even murdered. : The main reaponsibility

-+ for these tragedies lies with the criminal
TYN (a Reieh German) from the concentration

_ . -camp of :SACHSENHAUSEN and the Polish political
o . ‘prisoner No.: 8516, Mieczislav KATERZINSKI,

from Warsaw.

The "selections" vere introduced again and
this time to a murderous extent, especially
in the womén!s-camp. . The camp doctor,
-an 58’ "Hauptsturmflthrert and the son or
nepheir of the police president of Berlin
{we forget ‘his name) outdid all the others
in brutality:  The selection system has

.. been continue'd. ever since, until our escape.

137,000 = 138,000 At the end of August 1,000 Poles came from

138,000 = 141,0003,000menﬁ'om :'v:a;rious Aryan transports.

W,OOO—]AS;OOOﬂﬁthebegmmng of September, 1943, 3,000
' Jews arrived :from Polish working camps and
Russiari"px'iSQners of ‘war, B

bhe PAWTAK rison and- 30 Jews. from-Greeees - - --—

_—~
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143,000 - 152,000 During the week following September 7,
1943 family transvorts of Jews arrived
from THERESIENSTALT. They enjoyed quite

" . an exceptional status which was incom-

- prehensible to us. The familics were
‘not separated-and not a single one of
them received the customary and “normal'
gag treatment, - Their heads were nos ecven
shaven, thoy viere able to keep their
lugzage, ‘and were lodged in a separabe
‘seghion of the camp, men, women and
children together. “The men were not
forced Lo work ghd a gchool was even
- 88t up: for tlie .¢hildren under the

Loo-direction’ o8 Tredy HIRSCH (Makabi,

T om s e E “- Prague) s “They were allowed to corre-

spond freely, . The worss they had to

- undergo i was mistreatment at the hands

) cof stheir Medng eldest,! a certain pro-
fessional ‘crimingl: by the name of
Arno- Bidiy priscner No. 8. Our
astonishnent increased when we learned
" of the official indication given %o
this special transport:

TN

9S3M - transport of Czech Jews with
si:-:‘mont,hs!"quarantine_ - R

fe wery vwell knew what "SBY meant
(“Sonderbehandlung"—), but could not
understand tne’long period of six months!
quarantine:and the gene rally c¢lement
breatment this  Eroup received. The
longest-quarantine period we had wit-
nessediso-far was only three weeks.

, © Towards the.ond of the six months! period,

\ . however, we' becatie” convinced that the fabe
ofibhesg Jews: would ‘be . the same as that of
oSt of theiotherg s the gas chambedr, Ve
“tried ‘to getiin tolch vith the leader of
this growp and ‘explain their lot and wmat

~bhey hdd %o oipects Some of them declarcd .

o e (eppeedaldy s Fredy- IERBCH o seemad B enjoy

“utherfull confidence “of *his companions) that
Afs bur:fears took shape they would organize
resistaices “Thus, some of bher: hoped bo -
instigate o peneral revolt in the camp. On

s Nareh (6771924, we héard that the cremaboria

were being propared to receive tha Grmanl, To
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I hastened to inform Fredy HIRSCH and
bagged him bo take immediate action as
thoy had nothing to lose. He raplied
. ‘thap he fecognized his duty:. Before
. .nightfall I again crept over to the
Czech camp where I learned that
Fredy HIRSCH vas dying; he had poi-
soned himself with luminol, The next
day, March 7, 1944, he was taken, un-
©consclous,. along with his 3 5,791 comrades
vilo" had arrived-at BIRKENAU on September s }
1943 -on trucks, %o the crematoria and (.
gassedo : ;The ‘Joung people went to their ’
. death singing, bub to ouwr great disap-
. _...pointment nobody revolted. Some 500
T e s elderly people had died during quarantine,
0f all these 'Jews only L1 twins were loft
' ‘alive,. ' They arg-being sibjected to various
medical tests at AUSCHWITZ, and when we laft:
BIRKENAU they were still alive, Among the
gassed was Rozsi FURST, from SERED. A week
before’the -gassing, that is to say on ’
March 1, 1944, everyone in the Czech group
in the camp had been asked to inform his
relatives :about: his vell being, The letters
had bo be-dated March 23 to 25, 1944 and
‘they were requested to-ask for food parcels.

153,000 = 154,000 1,000 Polish Arjans from the PAVIAK
. weivioo - penitentiaryes i

155,000 = 159,000 “During Qctober: and November, 1943, 4,000
e 0w persons “from’various prisons and smaller
transports-of:Jews from BENZBURG and vicine
ity, who had been driven out of their hiding
places;:al5o a ‘group of Russians under pro- !
testive ‘custody from the MINSK and VITEBSK ! !
“Pegionss -Some more Russian prisoners of war )
arrived and, as stated, they as usual received
. mumbers’ between 1" and 12;000.

"160,000 -~ 165,000 In Decemnber, 1943, 55000 men originating from )
. - ,,,,,,,mtd,;ﬂenchr,———Belg-ianf'braﬂspertrand,—for‘thE”’ T

£irst time; Italian Jews from FINME, TRIESTE
and ROME, - Of these at least 30,000 were immedi~-
ately gasseds-~The mortality among these Jews
wag' very high and; in addition, the Mselection®
system was'still ‘decimating all rgnks, The
bestiality of the whole procedure reached its .
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culmating point between January 10 and 24, 1944
. vhen even young and healthy persons irreapective
.of profession or working classification - with
the exception of doctors — were ruthlessly
"salectedyy :
Byery single prisoner was called up, a strict
control was established to see that all were
present, and the "selection" procseded under
~ the supervision of the same carp doctor (son
. . - or ‘nephew:of the Police Prosident of Berlin)
< g ' and of ths' Commandant of BLRKENAU, SS
kK ) "Unterstumﬁifihrer" SCHWARZHUBER, The
"infirmary" had in the méanbime been trans-
ferred from "Hock 7" to a separate section
e e e ST 0F the camp where conditions had become quite

'
i
bearables Its Anmates, nevertheless, vere i
i

gassed to the last man. Apart from this group,
bhis general action cost some 2,500 men and
.o over. 6,000 women their lives,
165,000 ~ 168,000 - On' December 20,1943 a further group of 3,000
( . Jews arrived from THERESIENSTADT. The convoy
B .. was listed ‘under the same category as the one
wnich had reached the carp on September 7, :
i.e, "SBY L ‘transport, Czoch Jews with six !
.. . months! queirantine."_ On their arrival, nen,
- viomen and childrén-all joined the Septenber
group, - They enjoyed the same privileges as
s their predecessors. Twenty-four hours before
) " “the-gassing ‘of the first group took place,
-the latest arrivals were separated from the
rest and placed in another part of the camp
- where they still are at present. Their
quarantine ends on June 20, 1944,

169,000 '-4'1’70;60(5 1,000 people in small groups, Jews, Poles,

~and Russians under protective custody.

~

170,000 = 171,000 1,000 Poles and Russians and a mumber of
S . -Yugoslayse ’ .

171,000 = 174,000 At the énd. of ,F@bituaz:y_ancbbega':mﬁ:ngwf—lhrch; e
D S ©TEI3,000 - Jews Lror Holland, Belgium, and for the
: “Tlrst bime® long~established French Jews (not
T _naturalized).from VICHY, in France. The
~<greater.part .of- this transport was gassed
Crimmediately vpon arrival.

-
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Small groups of BENZBURGLR and SOSHOWLT4ER Jews, who had been
dragged from hiding, arrived in the middle of March. One of them
‘told me that.many Polish Jews weres crossing ovor to Slovakia and
from there to Hungary and that the Slovak Jews helped them on
their ‘way through.

- -After:the gassing of the THERESIENSTADT transport there were
no further arrivals until ‘March 15, 1944. The effective strength
of the ‘camp rapldly diminished and men of later incoming trans—
ports, especially Ditch Jews, were directed to the camp. When we

. left on April 7, 1944 we heard that large convoys of Greek Jews
G were expected.' ‘ SN |

The camp_prBIRKENAU consists of three building areas. At
S e — - mpreEEn b only sections I and IT are guarded by the irmer chain of
sentry posts,. whereas' section III is still under construction and
_ uninhabiteds - At'the'time of our departure from the canp (the be—
i -gimning of April;: 1944), the  following categorieb of prisoners
were in BIRKENAU: = -

Section T (Wbmen?s:éondéntration camp)

Slov. Jews  Other Jews Aryans Remarks

Ta and.Ib :“‘app. 300 app.. 7,000 app. 6,000 TIn addition to
EEE : TR e the 300 Slovak
: Jewish girls,
app. 100 are
employed in ool
the administra-
tion building
of AUSCHYITZ.

o~
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Section II (Women*s Concentration Gamp) . : ‘

Slov. Jews . Qthexr Jews ~ Aryans Remarks

IX¥a Quaran- o R R A R
tine. camp 2 app, 200 app. 800 One of the two
- ) B : Slovak Jews is
T Dr. Andreas
MULLER from
Podolinec {

(block eldest).

e TIb I Jews from

Jews are all em~
ployees of the
-building, namely: . :

THERESIEN=- . e
.- STADT . T 35500 - With a six months!
' B : e L ‘Quarantine.
IIc - At present: -
- uninhabited L Sleimia -
IId "Stammlager" 58 M 4,000 " 6,000
Ile ‘Gypsy camp = = . . = " 4,500 This is the re-
o C B mainder of some
16,000 gypsies.
They are not used ;
i ' ) . for work and die :
: : off rapidly. i
IIf . Infimary 6 " 1,000 " 500 The six Slovak ;
r e i

Nos. 36,832 Walter SPITZLR, block eldest. from NEMSQVA, . (
: came ‘to - LUBLIN. from BLEKENAU. ;-
" _,:29,867 Jozef-NEUMANN, ("overseer" of the Ycorpse crew!)
“iow o from SNINAL i
Mo 445989 “dosef ZEIMANOVIC, “st.aff“ from SNINA. -
=77 Cham KATZ, Ystaff". from SNINA.
Soe e oW 30,049 “Tudwig SOLMANN, WGIerk" from KESMAREK.
ue T 325407 Ludwi.g EISENSTAD’ILR, tat.too:.st from KHEMPACHY.
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The internal administration of the carmp of BIRKE&AU is run
by speclally selected prisoners. The "blocks" are not irnhabited
according to naticnalities bubt rather according to working cate-
gories. Each: block is supervised by a staff of five, l.e.,
a bleck-eldest, a block recorder, a male nurse, and two attendants.

The blnck eldest EE fﬂ o . ~? i

He wears an arm band w1th the number of his black, and is
responsible for oxder: thereo ‘He has power over life and death.
(Q . Unbil February, 1944 nearly 50 percent of the block eldests ware
S : dJews but-this was gtopped by order of BEALIN. They all had to
iresign with the exception of three Jews who, in spite of this
order, wevc able 1o keep their posts,

rrhc hlack reco;der

b : he is tke block eldest's right' hand, does all the clerical
viorks kanp1ng theindex ¢ards and records. MHis work is of great
responsibility ard Be 'has'to keep his ledgers with painful exacte
itude a8 the irdek cards only indicate the nupber and not the

: _name of ‘the prisoners; errors are fatal.” For instance; if the
! reaorder has -noted down'a ‘death by mistaks - and this often
_oceurs with the. Lnusnally high'mortality - the discrepancy is
simply straight ened -ouk by killing the bearer of the correspend-
ing mimber. . Corrections are: not adwitted. The block recorder
oecupies-a k°j posf wh¢ch 18 o*ten misnsed.

o hu“31ng and "rcon“ dutles

~ I
They ¢on s*st in: keep ng the ins de of the barracks clean and }
barrv1ng out small manual jobs in and around the block. Of course
theére is no questlcn of raallj‘takipb care of the sick. .
... Thecanp elde t superv1ses Ahe whole camp; he is also
© 2 prisoner. ﬂla ‘post is at preaent held by

N

Franz DANTuLH, mo. ll,*82 a polltlcal prisoner, from
CFOoNIcSHYTIE , Upper. blleula., He: 1s undisputed master of the whole :
carip: and: has -power: o noninate or “dismiss block eldests and block-
zeuo*d:rs. band out JObS, etc. e

b\uﬁner we: ha~@ B “chlef recorder" vhose positlon is undoubted—
Ay oneof the most powerful in the ‘camp. He is in direct contac :
“with camp- nrudauarteru, recelvirg ‘their orders md reporting cn all i
ratterss ALk camp regorders are. directly subordinated to him and ,

~ “have 1o suhw;t r;l theﬁr regorts to him. - The chief recorder cf
- - BIREEMAU=18 5 : - ’
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Kasimir GORK, No. 31 O"9, a Pole fron WARSAW a former bank
clerk, .
The supreme control over- the blocks 1ies in the hands of

six to eight "block leaders," all 53 men. Every night they hold
roll call, the result of . whicli is communicated to: .

The Canp Lea.der, "Unterstmﬂihrer" SCHWARZHUBER, from the
Tyrol. . This individual "is:an alcoholic and a sadist. Over him
is the camp commander who-also controls AUSCHWITZ where there
is a second ‘subordinate camp leader. -The camp commander's name
is: HOIBS., i )

The Chief of a. work squa.d or group 'is called the "Capo."

"Durlng work the Hcapo" has full aut.horltj over his group of
prisoners and not :mi‘requently one of: these "Capos" kills a man
working under him.  In"larger squads there may be several "Capos"
who are’ then inder the: orders of a “Capo-in~-chief." At first
there were many Jewish "Capos " but an order from BERLIN pro-
hibited their be:mg employed

Suprene control over ‘,\ork is carried out by German
specialists.

1T, L[AJDANEK

On-June 14, 1942 we 1811:. \!OVAKY, passed through ZILINA and
arrived ‘at-ZWARDON toward 5 o‘c.l.ock in the evening., We were
assembled, countedy -and 55:men.took over our convoy. One of these
guards vomed his surprlse at:the fact we had made the ;Journey

‘wibhout water by shotting: . YThoge Slovak barbarians, give them

no vateri"-The journey continued and we reached LUBLIN two days
laters Here the i'oJ_“Lomng order was issued: "Those fit for work -
aged between 15 and. “50° are:to: 1eave thé. cars.~ Children and old
people ‘remain,".  We struggled out of the freight car and dis-
covered that the statlon ‘wag- surrounded by Lithuanians in SS
uru.foms, ‘a1l ammed. with ‘automatic pistols. The cars containing -

+he™ children: and old people were.immediately cloged and the train

moved “on. We do not know: where they venu and- what happened to

) The SS troop deader in command J_m.ormed us that we had a long
way - ahead - of ugy..but. ,that ‘whoever wanted to take his Iuggage with
him“could do:so.: Thosa vho preferred to put it on a -truck would
certamly receive it later; "So some of us dragged along our

luggage, “vhereas others loaded- it on the truck.
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Belind the town stood a- clothing Lactory called the
"Rakleldungswerke,® In the courtyard waiting for their noon
mesl some 1,000 prisoners in dirty striped clothing, obvicusly
Jews, were lined up and the sight of them was none too encour—
eging. ~Arriving on a ‘small, hill we ‘suddenly sighted the vast
barrack camp of MAJDAMEK surrounded by a 3-meter-high barbed-
wire fence. Mo sooner had we gone through the entrance gate
then I met’a prisoner who warred me that all our personal
belongings would bo taken away. Around us stood Slovek Jews
in a wretched condition; their heads shaven, in dirty prison

clothes and woodon clogs or simply bare~focted, many of them
having: swoller feeb, -Thay begged us for food and wa gave them

what we couwld spare, knowing very well that everything would be

confiiscatbed-anfiay, Ve were thea conducted fo the Stocik room
vhere we had o leave everything we nossessed. At double t me
ve viere herded into danothar barrack where we had Lo undress,
viere shaved;: and glven a shover, After this we were issued
convich outfits, wooden clogs and ceps.

I vwas-asgigned ©o Morking section Mo, 2% as tie whole
caip wag dvided into three such sections separsted by vire
forces,  Bection:Now 2 yas cccupied bty a number of Slovok
and ‘Czech Wewa, . For fre” foll days we were havghs how to re-
move ard pih on our caps when we meb a Germens. Then in the
povring radn vie practi sed -roll calling for hours.

- The earvack ‘accommodations were quwite ortinal to say the
least,’ Three long tablas (nearly ag long as the varradk itsels)
had' been. placed. one en top of the other, These comprised cur
“bunks™ (4.£fldors of ‘them, that is ground floor plus the three
tazles)y A snall passage.was kept open along the valls,

S 0ur food-consisted of & fadrly thick Psoup" ewrly in tbe
marring. which had 4o be ‘eatén with the handa. tie got the sane

5000; in’ at-Tunch. " The événhing mezl consisted of o brew callect
i N

teay 't 300 grams of bad-bread and come 20 to 30 grams of marmelade
Tartificlal: fat of the wérst quality. )

[¢]

Great dmportance vas attributed during bthe first fear days to
N
[

the learning of ‘the "canp songs ! For hours we stood singing:

S esnes oo From-thevhole-of Fureps emme T
o fe Jowis to Lublin

\ orik has to bo done

Cdnditkis is the beginning.

To nanzge this duby
Torget all aboub tho past
Tor in fulfillment of duty
CThere is comwmmnity.

{ o
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Therefore on to work with vigour
Let everyone play his part :
Together we want to work
At the same pace and rhythm,

- Not all -will understand

©7" Why we sband here in rows
‘Those must we soon force
To understand its meaning.

_‘~Modern times must teach us

" Teach’us all along {
= That it .ds to worlk

i And-only 4o work we belong.

S et . Therefore on to worlk with vigour
" " Let everyone play his part
| ’ "Together we want to work
At -the same pace and rhytim.

(Th::.s is a?litéral translation of the song),

Working section Noj Iwas occupied by Slovak Jews
i

i M LT u W Slovak and Czech Jews ;
u u WoETTT S ® Parbisans ‘
“ " IV & V was being built by the Jews of Sectors :
: ' R I& IT

, . The Partisans in section III were locked up in their barracks
[ without having to work and their food was throwm at them ag if
they had been dogss* ‘They .died in great mmbers in their over—
crowded barracks and vere shot at the slightest excuse by the
guards. who did not-dare venture too near them.

The "Capos" were Reich Germans and Czechs; whereas the
Germans-were brusal, the Czechs helped wherever they could.
The camp.eldest was a gypsy. from HOLIC by the name of GALBAVY. v ’
His adjutant, a Jew from SERED called MITTIER, certainly owed i
his post .t his brubdl-actions.  He took full advantage of the '
povier. conferred upon him to' torment the Jews who, as it was s
already had their fiull share of hardships. The ovening roll call
brought ‘us ‘more brutal treatment from the S5 men and for hours
we had 1o stand in the open after a hard day's work and sing the - - ... - T s s

SR S Meamp Song.t ‘AJewish orchestra leader was forced to conduct from

thé roof:‘of one-of the bérr"gcks, This was the occasion of much
hilarity ‘among the S5 man. - :
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During these “concert parties® the S5 guards were very gen-
erous with blows and physical punishment, A tragic end befell
Rabbi ECKSTEIN from.SERED who was suifering from dysentery and
once camg-a few mimtes too late for the roll call.. The group
leader had-him gseized -and -dipped head first into one of the -
latrines; then pcured cold water ovcr h:.m, drew. his revolver
and shot h_'l.m. E :

Thn crematorium was located betvween working sections I and
13 end all the' bodies were. burned there. - With an effective
vmenotn a£6,000 108,000 men per working section, the mortal-

Atyiwas about 30.a day., ‘Thig figure: later increased five and
isi¥fold, # In other ingtances 10 t0. 20 immates were removed from

the sick voom, brought to the'crematorium and burned, after

~“raring-been pu% "Fo death in’a manner which T have nob been akle

to find outsi: This crenatomun" wa.s elecumrally heated and the
uenuants Wev'e RU.SSJ.E!IIS» -

Illynesue incroased as a result of the bad feod and intoler-.

~able living COl’LdJ,'blOllS. Serious shomach troubles and a seemingly

ingtrable foot disease: splead ’cln'mlghout the camp. The feet cof
the ¥ictims swelled up to’ the point where they could not wallk.

Hore ‘and.more ‘of the ‘siclc were now being taken to the crematorivm

and vhen ‘on June 26, 1942 the numbey thus treated rose to 70,
T decided - to ‘teke an oppcrtunuy which was offered to me and
apphed for a bransi‘er 'bo AUSCHHITZ.

on Ju‘e 2%, 191.2 iy dl.,carded iy pmqoner's'cutfit and

"fléWcllOd to AGSCHVITZ in CI'V'.L]_’Ltm olothes.

Af er a Jouz'nnv of 48 bours during vhich we were couped up
in freight cars without food or: \.ater, ve arrived at AUSCHTITZ
half dead. At the -entrante ga‘oe thie huge poster, “Work brings
frecdom, Vs greeted ussiiAs thé courtyard was cleen and well kept,
and- the ‘brick buildings made; a ‘good. impression after the dirbty

‘and: primitive barracks of LUBLIN, ve thought that the chmge vas
“for the best. - We were: talcen to acellarvand received tea and

bread. " Next day, howemr, ‘our. ‘Giyilian clothes were taken away,
our heads wers.shaved, and ‘olr. nimbers -were tattooed on our fore~
arms in the ustal viays Flnal.ly, we:were issued a set of prisoner's
¢lothes similar o those we had worn in LUBLIN and were emrollod
ag rpoli tlc<,1 pmsoners" in fhe concevt‘vatlon canp of AUSCHWITZ.
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Ve were billeted in "Block 17" and slept on the floor, In
an adjoining row of buildings separated from ours by a high wall,
the Jewish girls from Slovalkia,.who had been brought there in March
and April of 19425 were quartered. We worked in the huge "BUNAM
plent to which we were herded every morning about 3 a.m. At nidday
our food consisted of potato or turnip soup and in the evening we
received some breads During work we were terribly mistreated. As - -
our working place was situated outside the large chain of sentry
posts, it was divided into small sectors of 10 x 10 meters, each
guarded-by an. 55 man, - Whoever stepped outside these squares during
working hours 'was immediately shot without warning for having 2
Nattenpted 1o escape. . Often it happened that oub of pure spite (‘
an-SS man would oxder a prisoner to fetch some given object outside
“his square,: If he followed the order, he was shot for having left
= e —oo—higTagsignéd places: ‘The work #as extremely hard and there were no
regst. periods, The way to and from work had to be covered at
. a brisk military trot; ‘anyone falling out of line was shot. On

- ] my arrival.about 3,000 people, of whom 2,000 wers Slovak Jews, wers
working on-this emplacements - Very few could bear the strain and
although escapa: seemed hopeless, -attempts were made every daye

The result was several-hangings. a weeks

- AMter a number of weeks:of painful work abt the WBUNAM plant

a terrible typhus epidemilc broke out. . The weaker prisoners died in

hundreds, - An imnedidbe‘quarantine was ordered and work at the

"BUNAY. stoppedo - Those still:alive were sent, at the end of July,

1942, to-the gravel pit bub there vork was even still more

strenuous, - We were in such a state of weakness that, even in
ik trying to do our:best, we could not satisfy the overseers. Most

of us.got swollen feets ‘Dué to, our inability to perform the heavy

worlk demanded -of: us our squad was &ccused of being lazy and dig-

orderly. .Soon after a medlcal comission inspected all of us; they

carried out their job.very: thoroughlys: Anyone with swollen feet

or particularly weak was: séparated:from the rest. Although I was

in great pain, I controlled myself and stood erect in front of the

commission who passed me as physically fit. Out of 300 persons

examined, 200 were ‘found to” belunfit and immediately sent to {

BIRKENAU and gasseds I ‘was.then.detailed for work at the DAY

(Deutsche Aufristungswerke) where we had to paint skis. The pre-

scribed minimum o be painted each day wag 120, Anyone unable to

paint”this many was thoroughly flogged in the evening., It meant -

working very hard to avoid-this punishment, - Another group was em— .. _ . . —_— e e
T w7 ployed et making ‘cdses for hand ‘grenades. At one time 15,000 had

’ . been -completed but it was. found that they were a feow centimeters
too small, - “As punishment several Jews were shot for sabotage.

- Somewhere around the middle of August, 1942 all the Jewish
girls-from:-Slovakia who lived next to our quarters, on the other

slde of the wally were transferred to BIRKENAU. T had the oppor- (
tunity to talk to them:and was able. to- see how weak and half-starved
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all of them vere. They were dressed in old Russian uniform rags
and wore wooden clogg., Their heads were shaven clean. The same
day ve again had to undergo a strict examination and those sug-
pected of having typhus were removed to the Birch Wood. The
remainder were shaved. afresh, bathed, issued a new set of clothes
and fipally billeted in the barracks the girls had just left.

" By chance ‘I learmed that there was an opening in the 'clearance:

squad! and I handed :.n ny apphcatlon. I vas detailed to this
tuska :

Thls squad cona::sted of about a hundred Jevish prigoners.
We were gent to'a far -corneryof “the camp, away from all our CoOlm
rades, Here we. found hige sheds full of knapsacks, sultcases,
and ‘other luggage. - We™had: ta open each piece of baggage and sort

—the contents into large cases specially prepared for each cate—
“goxy: of goods,.ise, .combs, mirrors, sugar, canned food, chocolate,

mud;LcJ_neu, ‘ebe. The ‘cases vere then stored away. Underwear,

“shirts and clothes of all kinds went to a speclal barrack, where

they vere sorted ottt and packed by Jewish girls. 0ld and worn
clothes were addressed to.the "WIEXTILE FACTORY! at MEMEL, vwhereas
he usuable ga.nnents vere d_spatched to a collectmg center in
BERLEN, - Gold, money; bark nok tes, and prec:.cus stones had to be

handed ‘over %0 the political section. Many of these objects were, .

however, stolen by the SS pguards or by prisoners. A brutal and
vile irdividual who often struck the women iz commander of this
su_uad., He is 'S5 "Sch:xrfdnrer" YYKLEFF.

“Eyery day thﬂ glrls who came to their work from BIRIENAU de-
seribed -to.us' the terrible’conditions prevailing there., They were
beaten and-.brutalized :and their mortality was much higher than
among the men, . -Twice a vegk Mselections®’ took place, and every
da, } néw glrls reulaceu than who had dlsappeared. )

Darmg a nlght sh:.ft I was able to witness for the first btime

" how incoming convoysiwere handled, The transport I saw contained

Pelish -dews.. . They: had 1ece1ved no:water for days and when the
doors-of “the .freight cars vere open we were ordered to chase
them: out with loud shouts.. They were ubterly exhaousted and about
a b\mdred of-them had . diéd during the journey, The living were
lined up in rovws of fl*'ep Our job:vas to remove the dead, dying,
Ing ‘the- 1urgﬂce from the carss - The dead, and this included any-
ore ‘unshle to. stznd oii his feet, were piled in a heap. Inggage _.

&hd parcelsiwere. collected: ;and stackéd up. Then the railroad cars

had +to:be -thiorous }Ly’clcaned so that no trace of their Trightful

~loadvas. 1e1r. behind. . A commission from the political department
“proceeded with the “seldction® of approximately 10 pexrcent of the

rien: snd 5-percent of the women and had them transferred to the
cam “The rer*:tinder vers.loaded on trucks, sent to BIRKENAU,
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and gassed while the dead and dying were taken directly to the
furnaces. It often happened that amall children were thrown alive
into the trucks along with the deade Parcels and luggage were
taken to the warehouses and sorted out in the previously described

Between July and September, 1942 a typhus epidemic had raged
in AUSCHWITZ, espscially in the women's camp of BIRKENAU, None of
the sick received medical attention and in the first stages of the
epidemic a great many were killed by phenol injections, and later
on others were gassed wholesale, = Some 15,000 to 20,000, mostly
Jews, died during these two monthss. The girls' camp suffered the
most, a8 1t was not fitted vi.th sanitary installations, and the
‘poor wretches wers. covered with lices. Every week largs “selections"
took place and the girls had-to present ‘themselves naked to the

Wgelection committee;" regardless of veather conditions, They

waited in deadly fear whether they would be chosen or .given another
week!s graces Suicides were frequent and were mostly committed by
throwing: one' 8:-gelf ‘against the high tension wires of the imner
fence, This wenty on until: they had dwindled to 5 percent of their
original number,. -Now. there are only 400 of these girls left and
most of them have. been able to decure some sort of clerical post .
in the women's camp. - 'About:100 girls hold jobs at the staff build-
ing in AUSCHWITZ: where they.do-all the clerical work connected with
the administration of the two camps.  Tharks to their knowledge of
languages they are also used as interpreters. Others are employed
in the main-kitchen and lawndry, 'Of late these girls have been
able to dress themselves quite well as they have had opportunities
to complete their wardrobes which, in séme cases, even include

silk stockingss ' Generally speaking they. are reasonably well off
and are even allowed to'let their hair grow, Of course this cannot
be said 6f the other Jewish immates of the women's camp, It just
S0 happens that. these Slovak Jewish girls have been in the camp the
longest of ‘all,  Bub if today they enjoy certain privileges o they
have previously widergone frightﬁﬂ,i sufferings.,

I was not to hold this comparatively good job with the
"clearance - squad® for: longe’ Shortly afterwards I was transferred
bo. BIRKENAU. on_disciplinary grounds and remained ‘there over a year
and a half, -On April 7, 1944 I managed to escape with my companion.
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Careful estimate of ‘the number of Jews gassed
in BIRKENAU between April, 1942 and April, 1944

(according to countries of origin).

(; ; Poland (transpbrte.dr bytruck) weesosnesessdppTOXimAtely 300,000
' e NN gmain L deeseessess u 600,900
S N ,,.W,I;!ol;land;‘-.uu_'- ".f...'.,'.,e_......' " 100,000
Groece .‘..k.,.‘.‘:’.‘;.’ '.,2‘5.:.:..1.“.‘:.';,;.....”nn " 45,000
' dessshetevsmsnennsenese W 153,300 !

Belgiuﬂ‘. orc";.n.;v.‘.‘.oconv-n’oonne“e_g"o}zoaoo‘oaoo;o: " V:T'O}‘:;SU
( ) Gemaany uc-‘fon;.,r’v‘c‘gc‘nug‘io'véwé,éaca.o‘etnaa # 6,003 :
fugoslavia, Ttaly and NOriay weessssssessee W 50,000
Lithuania’ ov“.‘.ﬂ;«;':.“a.’f‘.v.‘-;’ . o\‘a;oingucuo n © 50,000 -i
a  Bohenia, mérAvié and AUSBTEE teseniaaresnes " 30,000
DNy s _ i
Slovakia assessessessasssssian ij.‘.'..,..,“ W 30,030 !
Various camps for foreipn Jews in Poland .. noo- 300,000 i
( ' I v approximately 1,765,000 ‘
- , i
T L

V'On‘,'l\ugust 6,191.1, v:§~i;epbi;b was fecoived in Switzerland cover-
ing ‘the happenings: in-BIRKENAU during the period betwsen April. 7.
and 7 R e ) ) was dravm up by btwo other young

: -.This Secondreport
Jews who succeeded "in -éscaping:from this camp and reaching Slovalkia,
- K Lo A i D
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Their declarations complete the first report, particularly in re-
gard to the arrival of the Hungarian Jews in BIRKENAU. They also
add certain new details not contained in the previous accounts.
It has not been possible, however, to check the origin of this
Usecond report* as closely as it was the fivst.

u)
o] o

After the flight of the-two Slovek Jews from BIRKENAU on
‘April .7, 1944 great excitement reigned in the camp. The
nPolitical ‘Division' of the Gestapo inmstituted a thoroughgoing
invéstigation; and the: friends and superiors of the two escapees
iwere closelyﬂquestloned, although in vain. Since the two had
“"held posts as "block recorders,t all Jews exercising such func-
tions, by wey of punishment and-also as a precautionary measure,
were removed: and, as the .Gegtapo suspected that they had suc-
ceeded in éscaping through Building No. 3, the outer chain of
sentry posps was considerably shortened so that now it cuts

“‘through the middle ‘of Building No. 3.

[o]

- o] o

At the “beginning of the month of April, a transport of Greek
Jews arrn.ved, of ‘whom -about; 200 were admitted to the camp, The
remamder oi‘ clrca l, 500 v'ere Jmmedlately gagsed.

Betv.een the loth a.nd l5th o:f.‘ April some 5,000 “Aryans! arrived
in BIRKENAU, mainly Poles, sone 2,000 to 3,000 vomen among.them
:being from the abandoned camp of LUBLIN-MAJDANEK. They were given
numbers runmng fron appro:c:.ma.tely.

1'76 OOO to 181,000 Among the vomen were about 300 Jewish girls
‘-from Polands - The greater part of the new
©arrivals: were ill, weak, and very run down.
‘According to their information the healthy
“ones had been sent from LUBLIN to German
“concentration camps. Concerning the fate
of the Jews held in the camp of LUBLIN-
= . MAJDANEK, ‘we' learned from them, especially
e Promothe_ Jewish girls, that on November 3, -

1943721l Jews in Cthis camp, that is some
11;000 .men’ and 6,000 vomen, vere killed.




- 1407 ~

|

Ve recalled that atout this time the SS !
in BIRKENAU had reporxted that LUELIN had |
been attacked by partisans and, in order i
to fight against the latter, a number of ]
the 58S personnel from HI.RKENAU had been i
temporanly transferred to LUBLIN. It -

was now clear to us for what purpose our

88 had gone to LUBLIN.

Apparently the Jews had been compelled to
dig a long, deep grave in Field V of the
~camp - of MAJDANEK and on November 3 they
‘were brqusht out. in groups of 200 to 300,
_shot and “thrown inbto the grave. Within -
9, .7 24 hours: everythmv was over. During the
) EREE ‘ execution loud nusic was played to drown
. ,,,,out -the hotuai
anee hundrcd gn’lu who were active in
LUBIZ[I\. o the Yclearing-up Commando" and
as Tecorders were left alive. Three days
o . tafter. their: av¥ival in. BLRKEWAU they were
Tall g,assed and burned on special order of
“.~BERIIN, .S Through'an error on the part of -
) “the Mrecorder! itwo of the girls were not
{ - sent o the gas chamber. This was dis—
B : wLecoveready however, the next day, and the
glrlu uere Armediately ahot and the re~
o coraer replaced.

3 The fate of “the LUGLIN Jews caused great
' depressxon among-the Jews in the camp of
“BLRKENAU who ‘bdcame .afraid that one day
the whole ‘of - BIRKINAU would suddenly be
"l:.quldated" in the bane waye

Approximately ' :Tovard the end oi‘ Aprll more Greek Jews

. Ho.-182,000 C . were brouoht o BIRKENAU., Some 200 were ¢ 7
i : ¢ admitted to the ca.mp and about 3,000
L extermnated.

18 OOO to 185 000° At the bng:an.ng o_{‘ Nay 1944 onaller
.~ bransports: of Lutch, ‘French, Belgian, and
“Greek Jews. arrlved as well as Polish i
L S MArwans Melost of - ~themwere put—bowork "~~~ <l
. 7 ins the BUHA plant
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On May 10, 1944 the first transport of Hungarian Jews arrived
in BIRKENAU. They were principally from the prisons of Budapest,
including those who had been arrested in the streets and railroad
stations of the city. Among the women were:

“Ruth Lorant
~Mici Lorant

~'Ruth Quasztler
Irene Roth
“Barna ‘Fuehs

The transport  was received in AUSCHWITZ snd BIRKENAU accord-
ing to the well=known procedurs(heads -shaved, numbers tattooed,

etc.) The mén were -glven numbers: beginning with 186,000 and the
women were placed in the.womenl's camp. About 600 men, of whom some

150- viere-betwéen the ages: of: 45“¢énd 60, were brought to BIRKEMAU
vhere: they were divided up -among varlous work detachments. The re-
mainder- stayed: in. AUSCHWITZ where: they worked in the BUNA plant,

The members’ of-the transport were all left alive and none of
them, -as had been customary, were sent directly to the crematoria.
In the postcards which they. were allswed to write, they had to give
"Waldsee" as return address; - .| ' ,

On May 15-mass-transports from Hungary began to arrive in
BIRKENAU. -Some. 14,000 to 15;000 Jevis arrived daily. The spur
railroad. track which ran into.theicamp: to- the crematoria was com-
pleted in great haste, the crews working night and day, so that
the transports could be brought directly to the crematoria. Only
about 10 percent of. these transports were admitted to the camp;
the balsnce vere immediately gassed apd burned. Never had so many
Jews been gassed: since thé establishment of BIRKINAU. The "Special
Commando't had-tobe-increased . to 600 men and, after two or three
days, to 800 (psople being recrulted: from among the Hungarian Jews
vho had arrived first).-“The size'of the "Clearing Commando" vas
stepped up from-150 to 700 ‘men.  Three crematoria. worked day and
night: (the .th was: being repaired:at. that.time) and, since the
capacity of ‘the. crematoria was not-enough,: great pits 30 meters
long and:-15 meters wide were once more dug-in the "Birkenwaldn
(as in'the time before the crematorig) where corpses were burned
day “and- riight. - Thus the “extenminating capacity" became almost
wnldmited, . e TR

. The Hungarian: Jews who were left alive (about 10 percent) were
not included inthe normal camp "enrollment." - Although they were
shaved .and’ shorn and ‘roceived.convict!s clothing, they were not
tattooed.  They were housed in @ separate section of the canp,
section "C!, and were later transferred to various concentration
camps in the ‘Gemman Réich: Buchenwald, Mauthausen, Grossrosen,
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Gusen; Flossenburg, Sac‘benhau.,on, etc. The women vere temporarily
quartered in the Mgypsy camp" in separate blocks and then also
transferred elsewhere. Jewish girls from Slevakia were "block
eldests" there.

"‘he first Hungarian tranuporbs came from: bunkacs,
Nagyszollos, Nyiregyhaza, Ungvar, Huszt, Kassau, Deregszasz,
Ma rr\.arosszn.get IIagyberezna. . Among tnose remaining alive were:

"' "Robert” and Erv:Ln Waizen
~.Stark-

- Ehrenreich

""Kat.z Clrmi.n

The lash two have alreadj boen transferreds The parents of the
w, i

Waiz e*x brothers were gassed.

Ehe-t*ansnorts of Hungra*':r.an Jews were undsr the particular
control of the ;orrer Canp Copmander “Haupbstumbannfihrer {Bss
1o bravelled con 1nually betveen nUS(;H"fI'QZ and Budapest. The
Cormandant of Birkenau-at tiis Sime was HOSS' former adjutant,
,"P"upwtumfuhrel’" I\RA}IH:RA)

l“’] OOO to 189, OOO 1 600 French “Aryans," almost cxclusively
J.ntellectuo.ls and prominent persons, in-
cluding a small numoer of Polish Herigrés .t
-hmong the French were high ofﬁcez-s, menbers
of leadlng Trench financial circles, well-
lmovm . jovrnalists and politicians, and even,
‘it was said, former ministers. On their
‘alrlvb.l some. of them retelled but wers put
down in an exceedingly brutal fas hion by

- the us some of them being shot cn the spote

-, The Ei‘ench were very courageous and self-
possessed, - They werc strictly isolaied in
BURKINAU and no one was allowed to have any
~c‘onga0u vith them. After dwo m.el(s, on
orders. from Berlin, they vere sent to

5\

. tauthausen (near Linz, in Ausiriz.).

! ulncc ble mddle oi‘ ay the newly arrived Jews no longer re~-

ceived consecutive numbers -ag formerly. A new numbering system
vias ~naucmr;.teu b gl niring wuh Ho. 1 preceded by the tatbiooed
Tebtter VA e do not-know the reason for this measure. At the
Ainesrof ‘our. i'llght. on: Hay 27, 1944 about 4,000 Jews had received
he 4,,000-were composed of 1,000 Dutch, French;
and: Ttalian :Jovis “and 3,000 Jews from TI’l'EPdLbILA‘lDLAD"‘ vho reached
BIRZENAU "on May 23,1974+  These were treated exactly as bhe
previous: two transporw from THERESTENSTADT,. Thoy were quartcred
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(unshorn) with the members of the previous convay Lfrom
THERESIENSTADY (who have been in BIRKENAU since December 20,
1943 and wipse "quarantine“ is due to be up on June 20, 1944) in
Section IIB. :

Accordlng 'bo the statement of a Jew :ﬂrom the "Special
Commando," "Reichsfilhrert Himmler was said to have.visited
BIRKEEAU on the 15th.or 16th of Uay. On one of these days
I myeelf. saw three automobiles'and five men in civilian clothing
drive toward-the crematoria.. The Jew vho made this statement
declared that he, as vell:as: others, recognized Himmler, who had
visited crematorinm No, 1 and after a stay of about half an hour {
had again driven off with'those:accompanying him. On the day N
after there was -an acgount'in the Silesian newspapers of Himmler's
v151t to Cracow, 50. that«lthis report could be true.

; One ot.ner hapuemng shom.lo. not be forgotten vhich was told to
us by the menof the "Special Commardo.". In the Jate summer of
1943 a-commission-of four Dutch Jews - distinguished looking men -
came -to AUSCHVITZ. - Their visit had already apparentl been an-
nrounced: to “the: Camp (,ommand—*'r, for the Dutch Jews in AUSCHNITZ
received better clothes, as well as regular eabing equlpment
(plates; spoors; etc.) and better food. The commission of four
were very politelj received and were showvn over the camp buildings
and. particulerly those.portions which vere clean and made a good
impression, Dutich Jévs from the camp vere brought to them who
reported that only a portion of ‘thé Dutch Jews were in this camp, -
the others ‘being. in other similar camps., In this manner the four i
ren vere sabtisfied and signed a sbtatement according to vhich the
commission had fournd everything in good order in AUSCHWITZ. After

the signing the four Dutch Jews expressed a desire to see the camp
of “BIRKENAU and pm'tn.cularly the' crematoria about which they had
heard: some. stories: The ‘camp duthorities declared themselves quite
mllmp to show them ‘both BIRKENAU and: the crematoria, the latter
being used;’ they said, to cremate those vho @i 1 in the canp.,
The cormission vas then taken . to BIREENAU, acc. ipanied by the camp
" leader; Aumayer, and immediately to crematorium No. 1. Iere they
weore ‘shot- from behmd. A telegram was. supposedly sent to Holland
reporting that after leaving AUSCHYITZ the four men had been
nctms of an mmortunate automoba.le accudenu. :

Tz,ere is a blologlcal 1o.ooratory 1’1 AUSCH#ITZ winere 3S,
civilien, -and internee doctors are occupied. The vomen and girls . . . . S
o whoR experiments’ arve-performed are housed in Block 10. For
a’'Jong.time the "block eldest!: there vas lHagda hellmger from
Micheloves and a’girl naned Rozsi (family name unknown) from
Humnené e - E}’pemmen‘cv viere carried out only on Jewish girls and
women, :2lthough-to-date no Slovaﬂan girls have been used,

-




--1411 -

O S
periments were also performed on men bub the latter were not
housed separately. A great. many died as a result of tless
experiments. Often gypsies were used. Hlock 10, where the
"subjects" of the experiments are housed, is completely
isolated, and even the window openings are walled upe No one
whatsoever had adm.ss:.on 'ho :Lt. :

Thc Comanaants of ADSC}WITZ and BIRKEVAU have been to

date the followings - AUMAYER, SCHVARMIUBER, WEISS, HARTENSTEIN,

H5s, and KRALER.
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TRANSFORT

On March 24, 1942 we were gathered together in special
“assembling cell® No.. 2 of :the Montelupich prison in Cracow, We
knew that.our group consisting.of 60 men.was to be sent to the
concentration camp of OSWLEGIN:(AUSCHWITZ). At 8 o'clock the.
next morning,. two.S5S guards _appeared.with lists and started

“counting.those present,. . We ‘had to undress and wait. Finally’

the doors were opened. and we - caught .sight ‘of two colurms of S5
guards ‘and policemen with fixed ‘bayonets. . In the courtyard two
trucks were parked -in each of ‘which 30 men had to take their
places. - These itrucks. were qulte small and the space on the
inside was divided in two by a chain running across the middles

. The first to enter had to:stand with bent heads, whereas the

others crouched down between the legs ‘of -the standing men. In
this way.. 1t was possmbla,to flll up the very small space with
and kicks. “In the second separated section of the truck, two

58 men ‘atood guard with machine. guns... -We departed. Behind us,
at a certaln dlstance, followed motor—cyc115+s with machine guns.
Our-trucks were hermetically. closed 80 that there was no pos—

Csibility of seeing.where we were ‘going. " OQur journey lasted

1 1/2 hours vith several short-stops.  Qur limbs grew stiff as
there -‘was-no- possi blllty of changing one's position, and one

of ‘cur men who was ‘up agalnst the i chiain became unconscious. He
was brought ‘back to:lis . senses by blows from the guards. &t

last we-arrived,- staggered to the ground, and found curselves

standing in front of .a’gate over ‘which'we could read: ™lork
brings freedom. "’ Inside,- an orchestra was playing.  This was
AUSCHIITZ and it appeared that weiwere. expected.

Yie. were llned up in columns of five (a system applied on
every conceivable occasioniin the: ¢camp) and the names of the
"nevicomers". were once: more read; out. The man called up had
immediabely ito Tum over to the ond reading the roll and place
himself in‘a’line wlth those already summoned, after having
received his number from the hands of ‘an assistant. From this
moment on, ‘names were renlaced by numbers. This system of
dreception! was malntalned untll “4the ‘summer of 1943. lLater,

“all the prisoners: (w1th the exceptlon of -Gérmans) had their

numba*sitattooed on“their. upper forearms, . which -had been the
practice in the case of -the Jews ‘from the beginning. This
vhols nunbering system was apparentlj applied to lessen the

. possibility of éscape .and. Ao make: 1h,ﬁaalardtodldentii;_$hegd47, [

bodies. -These numbers were. handed to us~by the “block leader®

- named uTUHA, after which we. “went bareheaded and accompanied by

the orchestra into” the camp itsalfs '.The clock stood at
11 a.m. ©After a short visit to the "stock" room, we were shut
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up in a barrack until 5 p.m. There we were visited by a number
of old inmates who earnestly begged us to give them our watches,
rings, lighters, and cigarettes to avoid their being confiscated.
Any food brought with us should be eaten at once, as it would be
taken away as well, In return, the prisoners promised us bread,
soup, etc., once we were officially incorporated into their ranks.
At last the Capo (a'sort of ‘camp overseer) arrived and delivered
a short talk in which he stressed that a prisoner could not exist
4in this camp for more than two months without the help of his
comrades; and this was tobe confirmed later on by numerous
examples,  Oub of ‘the 60 originally in‘my group I was to be the
only survivore S A ‘ ;

Ab 5 pom- We ~Wéré_ herdedout into the corridor. There we had
to. undress and ‘pack our clothes into bundles provided with our
respective numbers.” We stood there naked. -All we were allowed to

“keep were d belt and ‘two handkerchiefs. - I wanted to keep a small

holy picture, ‘but one of “the ‘prisoners who acted as assistant in
these operations’ dissuaded me, sayings: “It isn't worth while;
yowwill merely be laughed at and it will finally be taken any—
ways¥ First; our-halr was cut short and then our heads shaved,
after which wa were glven 'a bath. : The water was very warm. All
these preparations. prior:to.being admitted as an inmate to the
camp’ took place in "Block; 27." Next, although 1% was snowing,

we had to runitc "Block 26% where the clothing room was located.
There Wwe were issued-our:prisoner's outfits which consisted of

a shirt, underpants, shoesy socks, a warm Jacket, trousers, vest,
cap,. and blanket. - 'Everything was. filthy, patched, and practically
worn out. My Jjacket, for instance, -could-be buttoned up in front,
but the back and sleeves merely consisted of black strips of :
cloth patched 1o gether, Finally this operation came to an end
and -we were again lined up in'rows of five and taken to one of
the "blocks." - There vwe were awalted by the "block leader (most
of  them were ‘Poles from Upper Silesia) who initiated us into the
mysteries. of barrack dutiess - We were instructed in sweeping and
cleaning the dormitories, in taking-off our caps when commanded,
and how to keep in line and step. Orders were given in German

‘and. when -badly carried ott the block leader grew furious and

struck people: right and: left.”:The.eveningroll call finally put
an end to these exercises. " The:block leader then assembled his
people in front: of théir respective blocks and, in turn, all the
block leaders-presented their figures. to the chief recorder or
clerk. - If the number. of. prisoners tallied with.the records,

rothing else:butione of the:rimerous-ways in which the

prisoners -were mistreated. - During 1940, 1941, and 1942 the roll
call was usually:expected ‘to. last at least an hour in all
weather conditions = frost; Taln, or snow - the prisoners having
to wait patiently with-bare heads. ~If an escape was reported,




. ~November; 1943 th
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which resulted in a "mancos at evening roll call, all those
assembled had to wait outside until the result of the search
was knomn. The search parties usually returned three or four
hours later and with disastrous consequences for all the
prisoners' health. In 1940, for example, one escape cost the
lives of ‘a hundred inmates,. It was. during severe winter weather
and the prisoners were forced to stand out of doors from 3:30
in the afterncon until 11 o'clock the next morning, as a result
of .which a,hundred»tqtallyfbr half-frozen men were counted.

w7 After the roll call;we returned to our blocks where we were
alloted “rooms;%iwe*sleptjthree to a bed. Old-timers told us that
the -best thing to:do! was to use our clothing as a pillow; other~
wise domething was bound to be stolen. So we lay down without
having.-had thé slightest bit of food the whole day. The

_.Mregeptionihad been 8o strenuous and exhausting that all of us

immediately fell asleep,

;Atf&;a;m;Jﬁé'Wéré'awakéﬁ?d by a gong and frightful confusion
ensued, - ’About 100 people were compressed into the small hall

space and-in.awild stampeds .each oné first tried to tidy up his

,bed'(the'bloqk leader:would not tolerate the smallest wrinkle in

the bedding) and ‘dress himself. ‘There was no question of wash-
ing. " Ten minutes: after the gong had sounded the "room eldest!”
arrived-and kicked ¢veryone out into the corridor as the “rooms"%
‘had to be cleaned, The ‘corridor was thronged with people who

- flocked together from all over the block. Most of them had
" managed t6 get dresseds  :There was really scarcely room to move

in this.crowd and we were pushed against walls and squashed

~into cornérs~aﬁd‘ofﬁen kicked or hit for no apparent reason.
~After having been: in the. camp for over 24 hours, we finally

recelved ‘some cold, unswestened coffee, after which there was

| furtherJWaithf,oneﬁand one~half hours until roll call; then

all the prisoners iere taken to work. The newcomers were at

first told tdffill'iﬁ?questionnaires in which they had to

indicate'an!addrassjﬂhera they desired,their letters to be sent,

It was strictly forbidden not to give-an address or not to write,

as ."they" obviously needed an:address to which the death of
a8 prisoner . could be pépqried when the need arose.

Eééthf.us°was:i§shedva piece of cloth with a2 triangle and

‘his number’painted;bn_it5”which,we were instructed to sew on our

tunicss  ‘Prisoners

were numbered from No. 1 onwards,. and in-. —
t ‘consecutive serial number had reached
in- quéstion were of different colors,

170, 000 -; The -triangl

..each representing a category of criminal or prisoner. The
 MAryan® triangle ‘was red, the red corresponding to a political

',prigoner, green to professional criminals, black to "work-
¢ shirkers;" pirik to homosexuals (according to paragraph 175) and
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violet to members of the "Bibelforscher® religious sect. In
addition, a large latter indicated the'nationality of the
prisaner, such as WP® for the Poles, etc. For Jews the
insignia was compesed of-a yellow triangle on which was sewn

a second triangle whose color: corresponded to the Yerime,"” the
whole forming a Jewish star, From this marking system one
could therefore rapldly pilck out, for instance, a Polish Jewish
political prisoner or-a Jewish "work—-slacker," etc.

Vihen we had finlshed sewmg on our triangles and numbers,

we were herded over ‘to the:’infirmary" where we were to be
"oxamined” by & German:doctor regarding our physical aptness for

work, ~Again-we had to’ widress and stand in a chilly corridor

for almost three: hours, shivering,-as the weather was still very

~_cold even at the end-of Mareh, ' We met old acquaintances who

were working in the infirmary and’ their first concern was to have
nevs .of thelr relatives, Upon the doctor's arrival we had to
present oursalves in:groups, standing stiffly at attention. All
that was required of-us was to Stretch out an arm, move the
fingsrs, tum’ around and’ march Offo The examination consisted
of nothing more and all of us were; of coursé, considered fit for
work, = Hadn't %ve-‘come here ‘for this very purpose and besides,
didn't "Work bring freedom?“ -Vl knew only too well what it

meant to be cons:.dercd wifit: for works: being taken away and
condemned to Vliquildation'. by gaso At last we received our first

“warm nourishment in’ 36 hours. ©.Tha 'camp food consisted of coffes
or cold tea (made from acorn leaves,: etcs) in the morning and
soup, thick or thin'as:the:case m:.ght be; &t midday. From the
time of our arrival at the’camp we had soup made from water and

" turnips during Jtul],v five months. - After evening roll call we
recelved 300 grams. of bread, although its weight was usually con-
siderably diminished by the ‘time’’it reached the prisoner. On
Mondays and Saturdays,.300 to: 400 grams of cheese were dis-
tributed, . Itiwas somé sort of a crude home-made, peasant chease
which often cont.alned mor'e WOIMS. +than cheese, - Rations further
included 1/2 kilo of: margarine for twalve persons, distributed
every Tuesday, Thursday, or: Fnday, ‘and ‘blood: sausage or red
sausage on Wednesdays and Mondayse. - THese rations represented
gpproximately 300 to. 400 grams. In addition to margarine on
-Tuesdays and -Fridays we also received a: spoonful of marmelade
per. person: Since.the barrel;. however, bore a.label stating that
the marmelade -was destined for the camp, ‘its quality was corre-

-~ —sporidingly-bad; _Ihecrnetlcally_,tthaiboveﬂre—%hmrat—mﬁ&each~

inmate received but, practically; a good part of them were stolen
before they were-actually.distributed.. In the evening, tea or
coffee was distributed with the breads The soup had to be licked
up, as most of--the. prisoners did not possess spoons. I forgot to
mention: that we. had to eal our food squatting on our haunches as
R punlehment by -the room eldest 40 us newcomers for having cmwded
around "the ‘soup kettle during distrlbution.
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“frightfully high, But:it seemed ‘to-be the aim of the camp
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After our meal we were sent to the identification service
where photographs .from three different angles were taken. So
on that day the camp picture gallery was increasad by 60 more
criminals! One by one we were celled up, and I noticed that my
comrades came out of the’ photographer's room looking frighteneds
Beware! It was my turns’: I wag- sgated.on a .chair and photo--
graphed.” When I tried’ to ‘geti up, the floor started moving and, .
losing my balance; I was:thrown against the wall. It was
& practical joke played by the photographers, (all of whom are
Poles) in setting the revolving platform in motion when one got
up.. It was not surprising that they sometimes- had to have soms

We then réturned to our’ ‘quarters .and’ by that time the roll call -
was again ‘due.’ S0 ended. our, sacond day in camp; and the next
moxning. we -wers to be.. mnched off to work with all the other

AJ.'L tha pmsoners had to work except the gick, ‘those :Ln
"quaranting, ¥ and those confined: to their cells.  The total
camp strength was divided into: camp ‘commandos or squads which
were each headed by a: "Capo,“ or 1eader, and several foremen.
At-the ‘head of large working v.nlts wasa-¥Chief Capo% who was ‘
assisted by several. "Capos” and foremen. :The. size of one of these
squads’ varied from one to several hundred men. Although the Capo
wag really in charge, a foreman often took over a group of ten,
twenty, or thirty workmen, “The head ‘6f the labor administration
chose the: "Capos, ! with the consent :of ‘the "Chief Capo," the
prisoners being asaigned to: suuads sby the : central administration.
Work started after the morning roll call, i.e. in summer from
5 a.m. t0 12 m. and’ 1 p.m. to: 6.p.m.; in winter from 7 a.m. to
3 psm, Without interruption. ' There were workshops for craftsmen,
farmers, industrial:workers, and various technical trades. Many,
particulerly those in favory worked in the camp administration.
The - camp was. provided with an "1n.firmary, ¥ a Mcanteen,®
a laundry,” a bakery, and a slaughter house, ~ Thus prisoners with
certain ‘technical training could; in principle, work in their own
trades. = “Intellectuals, 1iberal professional men, shop keepers,
or office workers were the worst off and they represented fully
70 percent of- the total number: ofi prisonars. The latter were
all employed ‘as: hnnkllled labor in the worst and hardest jobs,
such as the coal and gravel p:\.ts. The mortality among them was

g a&ntstratxmﬁrtﬂ of

5 rﬂlv as possible.
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II.. 'MY FIRST DAYS IN CAMP -~ THE "INFIEMARY"

My first job was with a demolition squad. Since the area
surrowunding the- camp of AUSCHWLITZ had been evacuated for
a radius of almost.100 1cllomet.ers ».8ll buildings, unless taken
over by the camp,. -had to be torn down. Even new buildings were
demolished: ~Our work consisted in tearing down such houses and
was exceedingly strermous, particularly since we were expected to
work at- top speed.. A squad consisting of 50 men was supposed to
demolish a large bu:n.ld:\.ng within three to four days; and we were
instructed to salvage all building material. The roof of a house,
for instancé, had to be carefully taken down and all planks, !
beams; -bilesy" etc., stacked awaya Nothing was to be broken; in
.faet,, the' sllghte_sj; damaga to anything resulted in an immediate
e -severe-beating. with ‘a shovel or pick handle. The walls had
to be broken_ dovm ‘literally by hand, brick by brick, the cement
sticking-to each brick being afterwards removed and the bricks
" piled neatly upe: “Even the ‘foundations had to be torn out and
¥ "the-ground dfterwvards levelled so that no trace of the house
_remainéd,- Many ‘men died at this work, not only from exposure
and -the -straing but from i‘all:mg walls and beams - especially
those who ' were elderly or slow, From the 50 who set out in the
morning seldom more than 40 returned on thelr own legs. The
remainder were aither brought as corpses or in a state of com-
" plete collapse-in wheelbarrows or on boards. These poor souls
. still were: expected ‘to: appear &t evening roll call, after which
they were baken to. the mi‘lrmary From my worki.ng corrades who
went there: I never saw one alive- again.

Lo My work with this’ squad ‘lasted over a month. I was then
‘t{ransferred to the ditch-digging squad. Trenches of from 2 1/2
to 3 metérs deep had to-be dug, and for the last 50 centimeters
we worked standing: in water. We . Were, of course, not allowed
to 1éave the ‘trench: dur:.ng wor,c, ‘and this job was considered as
~“one of the Hardest in’ the camp. Many died at it daily. -Some
time ‘later I:was shlfted to:ithe Meoncrete squad” where I had to . .
heave heavy -posts’and s5acks’of ‘cément; but after the arrival of i
new prlsoners I was: detailed: tothe mald.ng of concrete bricks.
This had the advantage oi‘ at least being work under a roof, which
was. very- uxportant :|.nasmuch as’ work went on ragardless of the
weather., : . i :

- U

In addlf.lon, t.he pnsoners Wwere continually mistreated and
struck by commando leaders, Capos, and foremen. In general, any-
one holding 8 mmand:_ncr position in the-camp liked to give
spec1a1 emphau to: h:Ls position of superiority. Naturally, the
character of the person concerned played a considerable role; but

~“the fundanental rule was. the direct responsibility of the superior
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for his inferiors, each individual being in turn responsible
to the collectivity.

These. circumstances- fostered the "stool pigeon" system.
For. example, one day a working comrade discovered a few pieces
of twnlp which he carefully hid.. He continued his work but,
from time to time, -took surreptitious bites off his treastre.
JMnother prisoner having "squealed” on him, the Capo arrived
a few minutes later. It must be remembered that the Capo is
absolute master of his’ comnando, and that everybody tries to

“get into his: good graces. Unfortunately, this favor often had

to be attained to ‘the detriment of the well-being or sometimes
aven. of the lives of other prisoners. The Capo. proceaded to

seatch our com'ade and; “finding the pieces of turnip, knocked
the' weakened man o the ground, hitting him brutally about the
_head andifdace and in the stomach. He then ordered him to sit

- up, hands outstretched in front of him on the ground with

a weight of’ bricks on:each hand; the pieces of twnip were stuck

“ in his mouth; - ALY ‘the'men ‘'were then assembled and informed that

the unfortunate: man-was to stay in this position for a whole hour.
We: were warned that, this' punishment would befall any member of
the comuando who committed ‘a similar “offense." The condemned
man underwent this ordeal . guarded by one of the foremen, very
eager to £ulfill His task to the satisfaction of the Capo, so
that he hit our’friend every time he trisd to shift his position

._slightly. After-15 to0; 20 minutes the man became unconscious, but

a bucket: of water was poured over him and he was again forced
into his.original position, . After he had slumped over senseless

for:a second time, his body was thrown aside and nobody was

allowed to. pay further attention to him., After roll call that
evening ‘he.was taken to the ¥infirmary"” where he died two
days: latera s

Orumrotheri éxaiﬁpie: ‘i_’"o'n Baster Monday, 1942 the weather was

“extremely bad with a heavy snowfall. We were sitting in the mud
o.scraping cement off bricks; frozen half stiff. Suddenly the
'Comando Chief - appeared and barked the following order: “Discard

caps,- coats and jacketsl!  'Sick with fear for what might follow,

we -obeyed: and’ continued: worklng in our shirt slseves. The Capo

sneered at us: - "You dlrty Poles, now you can celebrate!l™

A young: prisoner, ‘not mors. than: 16 years old, had hidden in
& trench." He was-terribly thin and so trembling with the cold
“that: he evidently dd not hear the order. Or perhaps he didn't

“while stapggered off (he was half drunk) since he didn't intend

cgére-whether he: ..aaaaé:%tgqrqmt.‘MpQ;:MverT “had” mean-—

to remain out-of<doors in this wretched weather. As a matter of

‘Tact;  he cared very 1ittle about the prisoners; the sooner they
~'died,:the better. :The snow had stopped falling, but in the cold
sowind we froze in’ our:shirt sleeves; certain death awaited us.

Nobody knew. when-“the Gapo might come back, perhaps in a moment,
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perhaps in a week, or in a month, While we waited, the snow
started to fall again. A few foremen came rumning in our
direction from a stove around which they had been sitting,
to see how we’are-getting on with our work. One of them
discoverad the 'hidden youngster-and. shouted: "All your
clothes of f, “at once, -you swinel®.As . thé kid did not react,
the foreman pounced:on- him and ‘startaed beating him: "“Undress

+ or I wvill beat-the life 6ut of you or, better still, T will

report you to . the-chief." '“At-that moment the Capo arrived.

A sharp-blow. of: a'whistle: - MFall int" We formed our colums
and knew that it meant Usticking together." We were led

into anopen’ space where we:sank ankle-desp in mud. Now the

“Msport” - starteds. v"Dovm& Upl-: Qu.'Lck march! etc." We literally
‘rolled.in the muds ‘"Flatten out! Jump! HRun! Hands out fronti"

We were ‘coveraed-with-mud" from hedad to foot and scarcely able

“£¢ stand.-.The  Mexercise" had now been going on for abou} half

an: hours ©To. i’:.m.sh we had to-do "push up" exercises, alternately
1y1ng down“flat and: supporting our bodies on our hands. “Up,
Down, Up, Downi™ ~ The' Chief of . the Commando inspected the rows
and- saw.aniold man, who:was" unabla to. continue. . Immediately an
85 guard threw himself upon him and-kicked him in the head.and
face with:-heavy hob-nailed boots. When at last the poor old man

“'gave no’ further: sign of-1ife, he was, left alone. We were then

allowed to. stand. uptand. continue: mth our work. The badly
injured marv-was c:u‘ned over to d ‘dry spot among piles of
brickss - He opened his‘eyes, tried to say something but couldn't
utter-a word; and we had to leave him as in the meantime the
order. was given to’ resume ‘work.. “The result was that at the end
of ‘the day:ve carried home another corpse. Bubt we had grown used
to it, . We- marched and sang:jolly German songs, as the Capo
wanted it to-be:i 0. " The Cormando -Chief walked alongside the
group;fhe grinned- “iou do ﬂng well'“ -

© o Durdng my work in the: "concrete squad” I caught pneumonia
(as was found out later).: ‘At the beginning I avoided the
Yinfirmaryh. and hoped: I would get over it.” I knew too well

what ‘happened there  and that seldom.one left the place alive.

But I .became ‘86.weak ‘that: I ecould hardly move, and finally had
bo give.in. -1 became completely indifferent. In one way I was
1ucky that ny frxends -in.the: Minfirmary" took care of me so that
I-was -then:able *to- enjoy: "oriviléged" conditions. Vhen I entered

-bhe' "Krankenbaiit it was composed of: three different buildings:
.. Block- 28,— inveraals 1llnesses =Block—26—=—infectivus illnesses - -~

‘Block 21 =-surgery. . Later on three new - "blocks" (Blocks 19, 9,
-@nd. 10) were. attached to the Winfirmary.% They. composed the
. -80~called: YHygiene Instltut.e"" Here; sterilizing by X-ray
treatmenty’
- experiments ‘on blood transfusions were carried on. - Male and

artificgial: insemlnatlon of women, as-well as

female prisoners, -especéially Jews, served as Yguinea pigs" for

- these experiments. . This. "block" was- completely isolated from the -

rest of the’ camp:so that mews from it reached us only very seldom.
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It was not easy to be admitted to the "infirmary,"
as the "minimum” symptom was a fever of from 38.6 to 39
degrees ((). Iight cases of fever were not admitted. All
applications for transfer to the "infirmaryY had to be sub-
mitted to the.chlef of one's own "block;' who had the right
to reject.any such request... Then the sick person haa to
-wait. for hours.in:the .courtyard of the ?infirmary® before -
being called.in’-for preliminary examination. If the doctor
(a-prisoner) considered him worth treating, he had to un-
dress._and .usually take a cold bath before being presented to
' the .German: doctor, after further long hours of waiting. The
' sick were:classified into two groups, "irysns" and Jews.
P These -groups” were.again subdivided into further groups, of
: which the first includadithe sick who were to remain in
‘hospital,: being considered "curables  The Second consisted
of “extremely run-dovn’patients, chrenic cases, and the half-
" starving or mutilated whose recovery could only be effected by !
a long stay in: the hospital. This group was practically
y ) ‘condenned:to death by phenol injections in the heart region.
‘Facizl considerations' played an important role. An Maryan®
really had-to be sericusly i1l to. be'condemned to death by in- :
Jjection; whereas 80:t0:90 percent of the Jews Yhogpitalized® '
- there were Meliminated"'in this mamer. Many of tiiem knew
about this method and: applied for acmission as su-called
Ysuicide ‘condidatesi™ not having. the cournge to throw them—
selves:on %o the high tension wires.

- This-situation lasteéd during the whole of 1942 until the
time -the mass: extermination of interned Jews at AUSCHWLTZ began, !
Danger of death by injection’ did not only threaten the newly-
arrived hospital ‘cases or casualties. From time to time
(usvally once a month) thé German doctor used to effect
a‘minute:controlof all the sick. In each ward an atbendant
(usually a doctor)-had to Ypresecnt" each patient and give full
account of his illness. : If.the patient's stay happened to have
exceeded ‘a-month, ‘or:if he were very weak, he was listed.
Tre -German ‘doctor &lways. kept the sick records of the condemncd
{ 80 _as-to avoid any attemptiat interference on the part of the i
‘ prisoners themselves. '!kach.such special check-up by the German |
1
|

| doctor usually resulted in-a list of 200 to 400 men condemned
) todeathy- while the: "normal® death list of the daily routine
inspection varied from:20:to 80. " The. injections were given on
: the sane day.. “The new patients who were bocked for the “syringe®
e o olesHt Wasscalled - in-bhe- cemp—jargont-received mo-clothies wnd had 0 -
; to’ remain watting in’the corridor - naked. ‘They were then led
from:Elock ‘28 to- Block!20 where the "operation" took place in
a-special Tooms A SE man by the name of KIER, a shoemaker by
Profession; gave the injecticns. He had taken up this post in
:‘the hospital as’ e simple SS private, but was later promoted to
o B 'Ssh"g'roﬁp-‘léadep;u “although practically - moron. _He also
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received supplementary food rations and was awarded the Iron

Cross., There were days when this psychopath picked out

victinms from the wards on his own initiative, without in—

structions from the: German . doctor, on whom to practice his

¥techniqus." He was a complete sadist, torturing his victims

with animal-like-brutality before putting them to death.

Later it was decided that his nerves had been strained by

Yoverwork"” 'so an "assistant" was recruited, a Polish volunteer,

by the name of PANSZCZYK, No. 607.from Cracow, who was trans-

ferred to Germany during the winter of 1942 where he presumably
~ dieds  The injec¢tions were then sporadically adninistered by .
"Sanitﬁtsdienstgehilfenh‘! or given by the chief of the Yinfirmary.» '
For a-certain ‘time, another Pole named JERZY SZYMKOWIAK,
No. 15490, -"functioned® voluntarily; he died in the swmmer of
1943 i e R e e s

The injections were not only administered to the weak and
111, tut :also to-prisonérs in the political section who were

! ....: condemned 1o :death. -Apart from-this, on one occasion, two
-groups (the firat composed of 40, the second of 80 prisoners)
of.young ‘and"strong youths between the ages of 13 and 16 years
were put:to death,.on the ‘grousid that they were "orphans" and
could not bé conslderad in-the camp as full-fledged workers.

In the autumn of 1942 came the massacre of the LUBLIN
- transports which-caused great unrest in the camp., One of the
sanitary service attendants refused to administer injections,
stating that-le was an.85 man and not a murderer of children. :
Another attendant had to be summoned to carry out the job. ’ i
n This ‘affair-caused:a lot of talk and stir as at least 15,000
t0.20, 000 people :lost their lives and even BERLIN asked for an
explanation-of ‘the high'mortality rate in the hospital. The head-
doctor, WIRTZ, ‘disclaimed all knowledge of such events and laid
the blame on ‘the-camp doctor whose name was ENTREST, a German
from the POSEN district. A mock inquiry was held at which
witnesses from.the hospital acministration had to testify and the
lists of the "deceased" were chacked. ~ As "punishment" the camp
doctor. was ‘simply" transferred in the same -capacity to the WBUNA,.M
Ag a 'result of all this, murdering by means of injections stopped
for a while, although it was resumed on a smaller. scale soon
‘afterwards for hopelesaly sick cases. Many of those condemned to
the Msyringe" were used as.exporimental material in the "Hygiene
Institute" (Block.10)s ~The injections doubtlessly frightened the N B ,

-prisoners-from-asking to be adnitted to the hospital

1
. Another major danger: in the ‘camp was -"delousing," as it was !
euphemistically called.” The whole camp obviously was covered with i
lice and fleas. and large disinfection programs were carried out.
.However;..the results were never apparent and our "washing" always :

. ~came ‘back-almost as’ full of lice:  Aetually, the "delousing" was
. ) | | |

-
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designed to combat typhus epidemics which had become a real
plague at the camp. During these actions everytody was

examined and those with bad complexions or in weakened bodily
condition were, according to the camp doctor's mood, destined to
be gassed. They were simply led to the "infirmary" from where

40 to 50 percent were “evacuated." A "delousing” action which took
a particularly large toll in victims was conducted in July, 1942,
During the: course -of this "purge" the weak, those ill with typhus
or in post-typhus quarantine, were all sent to BRZINSKI without
exception. " This method was considersd the most radical for
eliminating typhus.: The way in which those condemned ta the gas
chambers were transferred to their doom was exceptionally brutal
and inhuman..’ Serious qases from the surgical ward who still had
their bandagea ony’ “and-a procession of exhausted and horribly
emaciated patients, even’ ‘convalescents on the road to recovery,
_were loaded=en-to" truckso ~They were all naked and the spectacle
“was dreadful-in ‘the extremss . The trucks pulled up at the
entrance of the block ‘and “the- unfortunate victims were simply

.~ thriown ‘or plled on:bysthe attendants (I frequently witnessed such
tragie transports) A hundred people were often jammed into

a small truck. They ‘all knew exactly what their fate was to

be. The large majority remained conpletely apathetic while
others, mostly patients ‘from the surgery with bloody and gaping
wounds or- fr1ghtful sores, -struggled frantically. All around the
“trucks 88 men milled. about like madmen, beating back the howling

= ‘crowd trying to lean: ‘outy Every time it was a terrible experience
1o have to drag our frlends to the truck. Most of them were

quiet and bid us- farewell, but never forgot to remind us: ®Do
not forget revenge." :Under such conditions men's hearts tum to
stone. Imagine & prlsoner's kKilling his brother in one of the
wards- so- as to avoid his: hav1ng to undergo the dreadful trip by
truck, (I happento- know the names and immatriculation numbers
of ‘these two: partlcular prisoners). It can well be imagined that

- we just-shrugged. our .Shoulders when told the German fairy tales
: reg.rdlng the KATYN 1nc1dento

»,_I'I,i.v  THE JEWS

Origmnally; the canp of AUSCHWITZ was intended only for Polesu
CItiwas ‘guarded- by a group of Germans (no more than 30 at the be-
glnnlng) who  had :beén transferrec from a:German concentration

- Campo—- They Were prlsoners aSAweli—butAHﬁmqrwmﬂerans”“ —dfsuch ar

expression may-be iised.  Most ofthem had been imprisoned as far
back-as 1934 ‘and wererall more-or less professional criminals.

. Butas time’went on AUSCIMWITZ became more and more of an inter—

“‘national ‘camp and:the first Jews started to arrive in 1941. Thay -

vere imediately Separated from the “Aryans” and quartered in
spe01al "blocys," Although at the time systematic executions were

N
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not an established rule, it can be stated that as a result of
bad treatment by SS men, Capos and foremen (the majority of
German origin but often Poles who were enlisted by force),

2 Jew - irrespective of his physical condition - could not last
more than two weeks. A young Jew, for instance, who was robust
enough to be able - to do his work "on the couble" (for example
pushing a heavily laden wheelbarrow) would most probably be
unable to keeép it up in the long rm. If he should show signs
of holding out, he would. inevitably be killed sooner or later
by such mistreatment as being beaten with a shovel or pick
handle.

-In thoss dajs all the ‘Jews had to work in the "quarry
squad," At 2. trot they had to bring gravel on vheelbarrows
from a p).t “about 15 to 20 meters desp up a steep slope. At
the top, S8 men and -Capos:checked their work and the speed at
vhich it was carried out, and anyone considered as "oafing®

- was sxmply pusﬁéu aver backwards when he arrived at the top so

that he crashed back down.the incline with his fully laden

barrow... This: was ‘one ‘of. the” guards' favourite pagtimes. Such

treatinent of ‘Jewish prlsoneru prevailed from the 'time the first
Jevs -arrived.-atthe camp until' the spring of 1942, when the
first large- transportu of, Jews (tens of thousands) began to
arrive.and the extemmatlon campalgn was getting underwey. At
first there were few Jews! at the camp, most of them of Polish

) orig).n, who had been sent there along with other Poles. They

were mmedlately ..weparcxted from the latter. They had been
arrested not-as a consequence of their being Jewish, but for
offenges direécted ‘against.!the security of the German State."
(;nly from the spring of 11942 on were they rounded up and

‘exterininated “Yen masse" on.racial grounds. Certain large scale

preparations had to be’'made to-receive thess mass transports and
a special concenurat:_on camp was opened at BLRKENAU (the Polish
name of the village is "RAJSKQ). - Administered by Germans and
Poles, ‘the.camp; was guarded by SS detachments. Conditions were
appalling. ~Thé camp had no.water, no drainage system, and not
even ‘thesmost . elenent.ary hyglemc installations. The Jews
remaxned incivilian clotheu vwhich were marked with red paint.
Food was supposed to be distributed to them on a basis similar
to that prevailing in' AUSCHWITZ, but abuse was flagrent. It
often-happened -that the: irimates received nothing to eat for days
and:then only a small part of the rations they should have had.
#ltogether they were mhumanly treated. The slightest complaint
viag punlsbable by death. :

i ”The f‘ st large convon arrlved from I“rance and blovakla.
thulcally able menvand women = those without children or “the
mothers. of Fro.mup children ~ were sent to the camp of
BInhLNAU.' ‘The ‘Femainder,. 1.e. old or weak men, women with




amall children, and all those unfit for Llabour, were taken to
the Birch Wood (BRZEZINKI) and killed by means of hydrocyanic
gag. For this purpose special gassing barracks had been built
thers. These consisted of large halls, airtight, and provided
with ventilators which could be opened or closed according to
the need. ' Inside-they were equipped so as to create the
impression of bathing establishments, - This was done. to deceiva
the victims and make them more manageable. The executions took
place as follows: --each death convoy consisted of some 8 to 10
trucks packed with the “selaectess;t the convoy was unguarded as
the vhole frightful drama took place on camp territory.
A private car. containing the camp doctor followed each truck
. convoy since it:was compulsory for him to be present at these
" _ mass executions,. - On their arrival at the gasging establishment,
B which was surrounded by a-double barbed wire fence, men, women,
and children had to completely undress, Rach of them was given
a-towel and ¢ g_p;i.r‘eqeloifb s0ap, © Then they were driven into the
s =5 oo haprack tatdl it was completely (filled up. - Bverything was
hermetically closed, ‘ard specially trained SS units ‘threvr
; hydrocyanic” bombs. through the ventilation openings. After about
ten minutes the doors were opened, and a special squad composed
exclusively of Jews had to c¢lear away the bodies and prepare
for.a new group of #selectess.": The crematoria had not yet
'b’e’én"con‘strubted'_,falth'oughv—t‘nere was a small one at AUSCHWITZ
viich, - however, was not employed for turming these bodies. Mass
graves were dug’at that time into which the corpses were simply
thrown, This continued into the autumn of 1942. By this time
extermination by gas was being intensified and there was no more
time even 'for ‘such’ summary burials Row upon row of bodies of
nurdsred Jews, covered only by a thin layer of earth, vere
widely dispersed iin’ the ‘surrounding fields, causing the s0il to
become almost marshy through the putrefaction of the bodies.
The smell ‘emanating from these fields became intolerable, In
the autumn of 1942 -all that remained of the bodies had to be
exhumed and tha tones collected and burned in the crematoria
(by.that time four had been completed)s An alternative was to
gather the remains of the unfortunate victims into heaps,
" pour ‘gasoline over them, and.leave it to the flames to Ffinish
. %he’ tragedy, - The immense quantity of human ashes thus collected
“vas carted away in every direction to be scattered over the
fields where these martyrs had’ found. their last rest,

‘. -

-~ In the meantime, the crématoria had been finished and the
number of ‘arrivals was‘steadily increasing. Gassing and burning
wers. carried out at record speed but the supply of corpses_became

o S 'so*’la;rg*ézftﬁaf'oﬂ'pcfais&iénal;lfy they had to resort to the old method
of -open-air cremation. It is estimated that approximately
1 1/2'million Jews were exterminated in this manner., With the
exception of the Polish Jews, the other Jews had no idea what
was in store for them at AUSCHWITZ. We were told by Dutch and
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French Jews that the Germans had informed them that they were
leaving their country to be transferred to Poland where averyone
would be able to continue work in his own profession or, still
better, where for each shop,.concern, or factory seized by the
Germans an equivalent source of livelihood would be put ab
their disposal... They were to take .their whole fortunes with
them and-liquid cash for at least.six weeks. This resulted in
considerable amounts of: money and valuables being brought to
<+ AUSCHWITZ (most of ‘them by Dutch. bankers and diamond merchants),
mpst of which was stolen by the camp staff, SS men, and
~prisonerss  The condemned Jews generally faced their fate
calmly, although those arriving in 1943 had a clearer idea of i !
“what awalted them,. The sporadic attempts at rebellion and mass
- escape, when the freight cars were unloaded upon arrival, were
~“bloodily -Tepelleds  'The" spacidl railway siding reserved for
_the convoys.was-surrounded by searchlight and machine gun posts.
‘On one occasion ‘these unfortunate. people scored a asmall success,
, . It must have been during-September or October, 1943 after
(s - a transport of vomen had arrived. Thé accompanying SS men had
ordered them t¢-undress.and were about to drive them into the
gas chambers - This mément was always used by the guards as
a good opportunity for looting, and rings and wrist watches were
torn off women's  fingers and arms. In the donfusion resulting
from one-such ‘attack, one-oman managed to =natch the pistol of
35 Groupleader SCHILLINGER and ‘fire three shots 4t him. He was
- seriously wounded: and- diéd the next day. This gave the signal
. .for the others to attack the:executioners and their hench-
‘men, One S5 man had his nose torn off, another was scalped, but
- wifortunately none. of the women vas able to escape. Although
. an attempt was made to.keep this incident secret, it resulted in
an ‘order's being issued whereby. 53 men were not allowed to remain
incamp after G.pem, 1o o L -

The “extermination of: Jeiis: continued relentlessly; although
- in the camp tension relaxéd to 'a certain exbent, The fate of
those Jews admitted to the camp.has been described in the
- ‘sections’of my’ Peport dealing with' the gassing and killing of the

111 by means of ‘injectionss

Until the: summer -of 1941 AUSCHWITZ was mainly & Gofcentration
eamp in which N6’ exeoutions had %taken place so far. The first
executions came as.a surprise for the majority of the canp' s
‘immates,  They began+in the summer of 1941 when one evening after
roll call; various numbers were called up (I well remember there
were 18 men from Gracow alone). The men whose muibers had been
called were ordexéd to the ‘stock room, where they had to give up
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their clothes and were given old rags (a shirt and pants) in ex~
change. Then they were taken to the gravel pit and shot with
pistols at point blank range. The other prisoners were not
allowed to be present at the shooting, but the execution was so
arranged that practically the.whole camp could witness the
proceedings. After the execution a special commando was
designated to bury the bodies,  This incident caused a great

deal of unrest within the camp, as we had assuned until then that
deportation to"a concdentration eamp excluded the death penalty
for offences against the security of the German State. From

this day on executions:weré carried out at more or less=regular
intervals, the victimg being called up on Tuesdays and Fridays.,
Iater a special.place of .execution was set up within the camp's
bouridary, . an:.open’ space batween "Blocks 10 and 11" where .
executions took place.generally in'the morning.

" The index cards of ‘the coﬁdéninéd: men were sent from the
chief clerk's.of fice to ‘the respective "blocks®and in the

" morning, immediatély. after roll call, the numbers of the

prisoners: were -called up by:the. "block recorder. If the
index card bore the inscription. "to report immediately after
roll -call" and-the signature: of the Mrecording clerk," it .
meant. that the prisoner-called up was to be shot. The "block

--recordert-assembled :the victims and ‘Brought them over to the

chief-clerk's office.. : There the numbers, names, and dates of
birth were chacked again.  Ordered:into rows of five by the

camp eldest and “the block eldest (also ‘prisoners), they were then
marched 1o the place’of execution.: If the:shooting was only to
take place a few Jhours:later, the.men were locked-up in cells,

If the execution, however, was to be carried out at once they
were taken first to.the washhouse.: They undressed and their
numbers- were marked on. thelr thighs with indelible pencil. After
these preparations,: they were again lined up in fives and then

-sent out’ to the, execution wall (first-four men and then tvo at
.8 tims)o The:-men ‘were led out by.the block eldest of "Block 11

or then by the Capo of, the cell black (a'Jew), who took hold of
the hands-of the condemned: and’ dragged ‘them out to the wall
where -hg“stood between the.two.  In the:beginning the condemned

were forced to kneel and bend their heads forward, but later they-

were usually shot standing.. The® executioners-shot their victims
in: the back of:-the head with.a short-barrelled rifle which made
amuffled repoite ;. ... o R O : S

3 )

- -After the-execution the "body bearers” went into action and
removed: the ‘corpses to & nearby stable where they were thrown on
a heap of straw. - The blood stai were’ removed and the emplace~
ment prepared” for the exécution 6f two further victims. After
the whole. group had been. liquidated, the bodies were kept in
"Block 28" until.the evening. ‘At dusk all the bodies, including
those of ‘other prisoners deceased during the .same day, were :




- 1431 -

piled on to a big cart and pulled to the crematoris. Later,
the corpses were also removed from the Pplace of execubion in
coffins and, if a considerable number were inwlved, a truck
was used for this purpose... Thesa. "death transports" always
took place during hours.of -curfew, as the camp authorities
wished to keep-the executions as. secret as possible, in which
they were, however, not particularly successful.

As mentioned before, such executions started during the
oy summer -of ‘1941 and.reached d peak in 1942 with the transfer of
P "disciplinary companies® from AUSCHWITZ to RAJSKD (BIRKENAU)
¢ : towards:the end of May,.1942.:. Together with a large group of

Mfuselndimer? ("Muselmana was a term applied in camp jargon
to convicts utterly exhausted by starvation or over work) . X
.-many. young-‘and Stirdy men:were selacted and drafted into these {
"disciplinary companies.". They weve all marked with a large
red dot; as-in these special groups. the immates were dif ferentiated
by red dots on their chests and backs for offences comitted in
civil-life and by black circles for “crimes" committed in the
camp itself, -Such:"companies” were made up of .about 500 men of
whom, every second day, 10:to 15 were shot. .The rest of them
had to work’extremely hard and await their tum. At the same
{ time mass’ executions started. in AUSCEWITZ (middle of May, 1942).
Oncey twice, or-three times:a week, 40 to 60 men were simply
picked out and shot, ' Restlessnass increased in the camp, when
by the middle of June the situation had not changed, to a point :
approaching. open rebellion, especlally after one mass execution :
which cost the lives of 120 prisoners, The camp adninistration
" ’ apparently: got wind of ‘this)and,”during a roll call sometime in
. . Juney: it was. announced that executions would cease and the
death penalty would be abolished. Tt was true that the prisorers
Teacted with deep distrust, but on the whole the news had
a quieting effect on everybody,: Aud, in fact, there was a pause
of 1 %01 1/2 months after which executions began again, although
less often and only in small .groups., This state of affairs -
. -.contined until Octobery 1942 when one of the largest mass
o executions’ ever-held took 247 viétims y all Poles from the LUBLIN
and’POLHALA districts.  Terror broke out in the caip as a result,
although agaln many reacted with “complete .apathy. -This ended
a ghastly series. of executions, of prisoners who, upon arrival in
. the camp,  were.already condemned to death. But some of them had — - — — — — —
— - —been .ul umvwﬂmtmmigfﬂgq . . S

= —ealready 'sealed.” IE-6TtEn Happened; for instance, that a prisoner
selected for:execution would be 1ying 111 in the hospital but,
as the sentence had to be carried out, he received a deadly
~injection in his bed.- The famous Polish actor Witold ZACHAREWICZ ;
was murdared.in’ this way. .- .. ) |
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M1 this, of course, did not mean that .October, 1942 saw the
end of the exscution of prisoners brought to AUSCEWITZ with death
warrants already signed. ~ Only tha method underwent certain
changess In the early days; for instance, the Aryan prisoners had
always been ‘given numbers and then incorporated into the camp,
Later a new method was evolved consisting in immediately dividing
the newcomers. intotwo groups: '-thogse ‘condemned, to -death and
those who were to remain as resular inmates. The first group
was not alloted serial numbers but directly transferred from
the Whlock leader!s! central office to the cells in “Block 11.M .
The” executions took place:théers and the arrivals were either shot :
at once or a.few days later. 'This procedurs was adopted in an
- .attempt to keep the whole-matter -secret, and executions were only
carried out late abt nights -In addition, the camp irmates were
led to believe that only Vcivilians" viere submitted to thig
- ~radical treatment (it:must: be stated that only a permanent canp
e e YA VTAS ered a “prisoner," whereas newcomers, without
- nunbers -and-who hdd not-yet joined the ranks, were still
designated as'"eiviliansh), 50 as long as only “eivilians" were
execubed ‘the regular inmates Wers not ‘particularly upset.

“Exgcutions of "prigoners," however, did not cease altogether,
The camp administration;was: extremely severs regarding discipline
and. respect of camp xuless  For the slightest omission one was
marched off t0 the execution cells’ and,. of course, never returned, /
Things became even ‘wrerse when ‘tha political section (meaning the )
camp Gestapo) decided to take charge of the punishment of petty
internal offences.’ The frequent resilt was that they decided :
questions. of life and death according to their own Judgment.. i
Bribery became the order of the day, - Among the “offences" for
e : being locked up in the ‘éxecution cells were: being "politically
' suspect!. on the grounds ‘of having contacted Yeivilians® in the
’ camp, spreading political news or:commenting on the German High
Command!s. commmiques, drunkenriess;: theft (foodstutfs, gold,
preclous stones), premeditated escape, etc. The death cells
were alvways overcrowded and every now and then they had to be
YovacuatedsM -This took place as follows: the camp leader, chief

of tho political section, GRABNER by name, dashed in, accompanied
by a mmber ‘of 55 men as drunkas himself, They went from cell

to celly taking down the ‘particulars of each occupant!s case, )
~.the reason for his punishment; etc. " If the camp leader had a list
.of thosa condemned to-death-in-hand; the prisoners-could sider
- themselves Tucky, -inasmuch as it might not yet -be their turn. ]
- But usually no notice was taken of uch'a 1ist.  What-decided-the — — — - - T
lindividual prisoner!: - fate was mainly the impression he made on
“this gang of ‘drunkafds and the mood “in which the camp leader
happened to be,:: Thars was no ‘question of ‘considering the actual
“penalty. . If the impression ho made was not too unfavourablae, the
prisoner remained in his cell to await his execution at a later
date-umless he vant to -his death voluntarily, The whole
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inspection was accompanied by a great deal of vile language and
brutal treatment. - Usually 85 to 90 percent of the death cell
occupants were "evacuated" and shot in front of the wall so that
space was again available for new arrdivals. The camp in general
was, of course; never informed of this secret justice nor who
were 1ts victims. It is true that the relatives of the victims
were duly infommed, but the cause of death was always given as
being "natural."  An incredible amount of paper was wasted 3
complling fake records of illnesses, fever charts, etc. s desatined
to justify . each single death. Death amouncements were
PR telegraphed-never more.than at the rate of two a day so as not
{ ' to arouse suspicion:ion the Youtside.® ‘From the beginning
the .executions were cartied out by a single man: first, by
soberscharflihrer PALITSCH, who was later sent to an officers’
training céanter, and thenby “Scharflihrer" STIWETZ, who still
performs ‘these duties: “Executions of women were reported from
- - e e = T RUSCHWITZ, but in’ small numbers. On thé other hand, great
humbexrs of people. were:shot after-having been brought in by
truek syraight from freedom or from prisons. In two instances
‘whols families .were executed, parents together with their
children's ~In-one. case, an infant a few months old ended his
short-life in-the amms of-his mother before the execution wall,
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