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COOPEPJ>TION WITH OTHER GOVERNMEf,'TS ~ NEU'l'Rb.L EUROPEt.N 

SVIITf.ERI..t.ND 

.;·i 

.;\·:·...; 

Shortly af'tor thc.Bo~d -_;~s s~t up, a preliminary 
from: Minister. Harrison' in :Born· ·concerning tho refugee· situacL·un"·L.<L•=>Yr.Lu:zoe:l'-: 
land and the willirignoss.qf the Smss'federal.au'Ghorities 'to 
·on this problem~ More thaP. 70,000 refugees had. already been ·ll<Luu,_c;,=­
Switzer_land, it Yl,a& 'reported, atid more wore arriving at the 
100 a night~ Harrison advised that SVIitzerland 1 s. policy is . _ . , .... 
so far as 'ciri:llinstaricos permit, poli t:!.cal refugees, sick people,- pregnant : 
uomen, aged persons uith thnir rr.ives or husbands, 'infants -and very young~ 
children7 persons rr.ith close .relatives in Suitzerland, and wbmenuho_have' 
lost Sg,iss nationality through marriage. Tho S11iss take the position _. ~- · 
that they cannot associate themselves formally with tho Boar;d'_s prpgram_ . 
since it is that of a belligerent government, but that they_Iiill .-con,ti'nue,.' 

· to contribute as substantial aid as possible in ·specific 
independently (Cable· No. 941 from Bern dated February .f::J>)~~"--!:!~~~~!Jl~/ 

.rn ·another report from Harrison it nas indicated that 
Department of .Justice and Police had formed a consulting comrliittee of:-' 
Swiss citizens interested in refugee problems, 11h'ich. will advisb}thf .. 
Suiss Government on proposals from various sources concerhing-ref~gee _ 
matters (Cable No. 1130 from Born dated February .21,). · > '/ . · 

A report somewhat in conf'lict rrith those made by Harri~'ciri'' ~~s. ~~cei;ed 
·from the representative in S;1itzerland of the Union of Orthodox_Ra.bbis.: 
According to UOR representatives, the Swiss Government grants···a-sylurii.-ohly 
to elderly men, r10men .Hith minor children, and those who .have: relatives 
in Svr.itzerland. Yo1!l}g~:r.· men endeavoring to escape _deportatio11- to" P()land 
from Belgium; Franc.e, and Holland and who make_ thefr.vul.y ·.to the.Svr.iss ·. 
frontier, are reportedly prol1ibited entry. · UOR repres€nitat:!.Ves stresfl\ . 
the importance -of; an appeaL to the. Swiss Government" to admft . persecuted ' 
Jews and politicai refugees (Cable No. 1321 from Bern dated l'i!ar~h4j see 
also.VI._E- 2~ Transfer of Jews from Poland to Hungary,etc.). ''2-'·:···· 

· . · . · · ; · , - , . · ._. .- : · ·:· ·· :. . .. ~- . -: · · ·, ... ': r f. : .. ·•. · , •. · 

Other 'communications fr~m Iiar~ison summarize ~. xeportf;om the : , 
Swiss GoveJ."nment on the refugee problem in that,couritry (Cable No'-,; 1304 

(cent.) . . ·.. . . . . . 
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from Bern:dated March 4,-com';)r:ising attachment #2; and 
•. from Bern of·the·same date).-

'-/,-.. · 

ia~·er-~in March Harris oil's atten·i;ion was redirected to the apparent·· 
inconsistencies betv1een the official staterilent of Swiss Government pplicy 

··' .: ::-·, · forwarded by Harrison and actual practice reported at Svliss frontiers• · 
···'·.:·:_)_~_{\.·.Since the.:question appeared to .be the interpretation Svliss· authoritie~;·, 

·' place on,the term. "political refugees," the Board.asked·Harrisqn_:to .. ': 
;· · · .·;.:._'j :. · approach appropriate officials of. the Suiss Go.vernri!ent.uith the: vieu -to 
;.··.·i·\.'·'·'' "' ·,," ascertaining· the extent to which· Swiss authorities·-- including. ~he. 1';wiss . 

~~~.,_: __ ,_ •. ·:_._·,:~---_-•• __ :._,·_-.~_-.. =_:_'_~,;-·~:_·.·.:· •• ·_·_',:.· ___ - ~'<'~· .Foreign ::Policy Depa,rtment , border guards , and cantonal police. -~)consider ./ ~-- ... . :.-\ the ;f'oHovi,ing 't<Y be ·!Jolitical. refugees: stateless Jews, Jewish :nationals .. 
of United':Natfo.ns. norr occup'ed by the Germans, Jew1sh nationals :of Germany 

' , · ·and her. sii.tel:li.tes~. and•nationals generally of United Nations now-occupied 
[' . :-.·::.~:\;_~{.;;·;:-.' by the· Germans.· At the·: . .- same time the Board asked Harrison 'tci ·make .clear 

1. _·_··.·,.:_._ .• _·-.· ..• ·-_:_: __ ·_:.~_:_~.'.-_··.--._f:'.:,_:_.~:,_··.·[ __ :_:~_~.:_·.·_·._.·_:._ ... ·- to the Smss. Government· the Board's .belief that persons·. in all· fciur._..·cir.-: 
. these .. categories shoUld be considered political refugees and should,'~\[ 

[_· ,' . , <H after appropriate security checks, be· afforded temporary· refuge._ without 
,;;,:.;•, ... ·:: regard to age,: sex; ·or the existence of close· relatives· in Svlitz.erland 

• .. ,. :,_\;' 1 (Cable No. 983 to Bern dated blare~ 24) • 

. _,_;).-~: IniJ.ine \7ith the Board's policy of bringi~gpressure to be';u;:on 

fr·_·,:_~_: __ ._:'_._:.:._i_ •• _.,·.· .•.. _,_·._·.,:_"_:_,· · satellite governments . to desist· from abetting persecutions, a request 
. "'., · uas dis'Pa,tched to .Harrison as 17el1 as to other U ~S. Missions; askin(( .· 

t · ··'ft' . that certain information be relayed through such channels as were .. · · 
:-· ---:.: ·).'. -.. ~. available. t~ ,t_he. Governments Of Bulg~ia, RUmania, an~.;~tin~a;C~.---(_~~~----v 

· ,. .. Approaches to the Satellites, and Cable No. 770 to Beri}:;dated;Jifarch"7, .• 

:.-,-·. .. -.-... 
comprising·attachment #2 thel·c".;o). · ....... , .. ' .•.;.<• .... : ·_._··.· 

One of the m'ost i~portant problems relative tq ·refugee~-~~n:·~~7ltiorUnid,: 
J.s that of ~roviding food and clothing. In a eonrrnunica:tion! f:roin the' : :.<.· · 
State Department to Hinister Hai·~-·ison at Bern before ti16·dfeation:M: the' 
Board, there •;1as trar;smitted the text of a note to -the SnisiU?ofefgl'\' 
Office on the matter of British and U ,S. cooperation in easing, the Eicorioil]ic · · 
burden on Sl'li tzorland occasioned by the large number ._of refugc(ls )'lhO have 

-made their l'iay to that country (Cable No. 190 to Born· dated' January 20; . 
see attachment #3). The· Sv1iss Gover.maont Has assured.:that'j:iritairi,and" 
the United States ·,muld give as faYorablo consideraticirt as dirclimstances · 
permit to requests .for -t,he purc;1ase and extraordinary. import'thrpugh the 
blockade of- a~ditional supplies of foodstuffs .and textiles. ;: · 

. '. ··.;., 

The Board immediately Logan prossing for furth~r 'asSJ.iranceii to .b~: 
made to ·the Sv(iss that larger trans blockade quotas of tl'lese supplies . 
uould beallocated to Snitzer;_and in proportion·to the.increasri in the 
number of refugees. received by her. ·For an a9comit. of later developments· 
in_ thi_s connection assuring such trans blockade shipments ·.sec r_r, B·;. The 
Blockade. c· t ~ . . . c con •• ,, 



_-.:. -, 

·, . 

In April Harrison re;J<Jrtcd that the S11iss Go"Jernment had 
to requesi; German safe-conduct for the 11S .S. Tari 11 in the proj ectad . . .. 
Turkish evacuation on the ground that Svliss support of such ·a request:.:.::. . 
rrould impede the efforts of the International Red Cross in that, direction·.··· 
(sec VI C, Evacuations to aad tl>.rough Turkoy) .. ·The Swiss Gover~ent:.c~ .::<. 
indicated, houevel', that it rrould not rofusoi;o consider participation:./·. : ·' 
in a joint step r1hich other neutral states. might decii,p.e to ·undertalc(r . 

·this matter· for exclusively hwnanitarian motives (CabJ.e'lJo •. 230l_[frorii~··:: 
Bern dated April .13). Harrison· subsequently reported, that~· sinlilaro< · 
position ·had been tf!k~n by ~,he Foreign Office \•lith r 

. representations .concerning ~are·-conduct for the. 11S .s· .. mH.w.·cJ.·~"EJ.'.';c:J.':'ELo.~e .. ·•·c:i 
No. 2348from. Bern dated Apr~114). .. 

···· . .'. 

HaiTi~on ;1as a:d.:,;i~ed of the· fact .that both the' o,·,teul.;;u 
Governments had acted in· support ,of· the Intercross request.:fo·r':_Gerritiin:'{y; 
saf'e-conduct. for the 11Tari. 11 It r;as suggested that · 
to bring these circwnstances to the·attention of ·the Sniss.Gc>VC)rrunein1;> 
renewed efforts to obtain an affirmative decision .(Cable' No. 1.395 
dated April 22). . · · · · · · · · <':\~- .. ~;:S~·· · 

Sniss· cooperation 
facilitating the rescue 
Evacuation of Abandoned 

Swiss cooperation 11as also requested in••bonnectiori: 
and projected exchange of cort'airi internees in 
Latin American passports or papers. ·Moreover, 
relayed to S11i tzorland, as tho protecting po;·10r·, 
protection to certain of tl18SO internees claiming U~ 
pending invc:stiga·cion of their claims. The Bo.ard · -
from Born that the S·.Iiss Ford!;n Office had ;furnished . . 
nith tho nJ.I.1es o.ncl. citizenstip claims of 162 uorsons rbJ!iovod 
Germans freD Camp Vittol to an unlmorm destin~tion (see VI F 
of Latin American Pass!_Jorts). ' 

. ' . \ .· 
In June, Harrison and 1\!cClelland uere asked to·act 

Yiith reports roachin[ the Board to the effcct'·tb.at"a: ~·;~-;.;<>.,.; ·;.,,.. 

natio~ls and perf? ODS claiw~· _ng· the -na t5_oi)ali ty· ·o_f ·­
of other. American l'epublics :1o.Y: be held in cmilps 
German-controlled territory to \7hich· tho. r)rotect'ing · 
International Red. Cross have no access'· or .else .· 
Jcind. Inoluclild in. this category arc the camps. of Bc>lilClil-Bei·~rEni·.ihe•ar 
Hannover, Bergau ncar Dresden, ·Draney near:. _Paris·, 
Tost in Silcsia. · · ·" · 

(cont.). 



This· matter was to. be brought to the attention o_f the Svriss 
as the prq,;!;ecting pouer of the United States, so that an investigahqn 
might be launched (Cable No. _2149 to Bern dated Juno 24)·.. _ ,• , :.;. 

The Board's 
Circular Airgram 
that tho.various 

instructions to Bern on this score wore repcated.in 
dated June 26 to u.s. Uissions inLatiri America·/ao __ 
Latin American republics might take parallel·.action. ',·: 

' ' - ·.;,: I·. 

In .vi~u of' the ncgativ~ response from tho !nternational Red:Or~~~ .· 
in connection. uitli the Board's proposal that the German and satellite:'; 
governments• be approached :in ari effort -to insure. more_ favorable-:.t_i~a. ·. 
of unassiritilated civilian; internees in ,enemy territory. Harrisciriilias,' 
next asked ·to aoproach the Srriss Government with a request. that. SWiss>: 
authorities transmit and .support such, a proposal in the intereSiii;'q.f._' 
insuring tho survival of. the helpless· victims concerned. (See V._·R,~.'2-· 
Approaches .to the Germans'.)· - ·' .: : ''' . · 

''"~ . -;1 . 

. Harriso'n;and McClelland •.mre also asked to investigate and:/m~ci , ~-; ':' . 
recommendations in connection nith the proposal made by the Intorna_tion'al:· 
Red Cross that stockpiles of' relief' supplies be built up in SYr,i.tzerland:,• 
to be drmm upon as opportui"lities arise for their· dispatch to relief..­
centers. (See II E, Food and Clothing Stockpiles in. Neutral Count:riss~) 

-~'/-. : - ·. . . - . -- ' - ; · .. --.. / •,-. . 

In addition to urging continued assistancq. to reliablo}relie.f- · 
organizations in S\Jitzerland, Board Representative r.\cClelli,(nd ha.i3': SU(J'fl'eS:"tca 
that if possible all publicity vrith respect to tho progress ·· · 
organizations bo avoided, inasmuch us' publicity might compromiso 
11hich neutral authorities, such as the International Rod Cross 

. officials; L1ight be prepared to lend to rescue ·and relief o' •P€irEn;:LOJ1S 
Snitzerland (Cable no. 3110 from Bern dated May 16)., 

In June, in accordance ui th the Board 1 s request, 
to the Sniss Foreign Office, for transmission t<;> tho. Hungarian Govetnment, 
a note inquiring .into the intentions of Hungary'nith resp()ct,to tho;;;,;:":· .. ,_ 
further treatment of J o;·rs, v.ith special:re.foroncc .to. forc'cd depaZ,;ta~~ons ,, . .; 
discriminatory reductions· in· food rations, and the like. Tho. not<ii·.:,;':· . 
reiterated the grc.ve viC\7 \':hich this Government takes- .i~oga~ding tho::'· . 
persecution of J'oHs and other minorities, as r:ell.as. 'its._detormination::::· 
to soc to it that those uho.share the r~sponslbility:'r~r ,such criines" a:re' 
fittingly punished. Tho Forieign Office accepted this Aote al;id agree(!. to . · 
transmit it verbatim •. Harrison recommended· that no publid.ty·beg:iven to 
this matter pending delivery of tho note and that oven then; no 
be made of Svriss intermediation. (See v B _. 1, Approachos:to.the Ll_•ac __ .·U_'lJ..lL•SB 

and Cable No. 3843 frpm Bern dated Juno-16 comprisini tittachment #15 .. 
thereto.) · · · · · · .' 

. I ~ 

(cont.) 
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Sac also III A, Appointment of·Spccial 
Evacuations to and through S\l'itzorland; and VI D - 1 through VI rr 
the latter being other specific projects involving 
Snitzorlund. 

'*' 
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CABLE NO. 

February 15,. l.944 

Department's telegram dated February 11, 1944, No. 
to herewith. 

. .,·-_ 

Given belO\T is·. a preliminary ansl7er to question~ 
_telegram of 'January 25, 1944, No. 251. 

~: :IJ~ 

1. A reply is being awaite'd by this Legation to th~-c-:ommm:u.c:a 
to the Sniss Foreign Office·regardingWarHefugee Board to 
ence is made. in my telegram of January .311 1944, No. 624~- Also:. . .. 
waiting for a reaction.to my note of February 51 1944 (supported~by• 
British Legation's concurring note) concerning burden on resource_s:.or. -
Svitzerland of care of refugees (see Department 1s telegram of JanUary 
1944, No. 190); and also we are naiting for a reply to j;oint reo-:r,-e813UiCa··<' 
tions made on 9th of February concerning Suiss reception of -selected_, " ,_ 
children from France, Belgium and other territories occupied by' the • - ;f ·' 
Germans (see my cable qf February 10, 1944, No, 824). __ Ans11ers• are_ hlso _­
pending to messages forwarded by ¥:ar Refugee Board to Internat:i.onal Red·. _: 
Cross Committee (Department 1s telegrams of Januar.y 27,and Febrilary.9,.,;: .. ::' 
1944, Nos. 279 and 437) regarding funds for relief operation~;foi\.J~n~::an.~ 
other persecuted groups especially in Rumania, Hungary, 'Thef~s:ienstadt; :·> 

-Croatia and Slovakia. c, _. :;;;; -- -· •; • 

. ·' --~ - "'J~-

2. More than 70, ooo refugees have already been .adrid tted by Swit-ier"-~ 
land (70,493 as of January 1 according to published figures). >:Please~_r;ee? 
my telegram dated October 27, 1942, No. 6729, for comparisonof e13~ii!late · 
of 63,000 in categories listed in Sniss Government 1 s October 25, 1f01;e •.. 

3. S>Iiss Government 1s general policy in dealing with refugee:: - · 
problem >'las set forth in my telegram of November 19, 194.3,- ·No-.: 7262~: ::rh·e 
Sv1iss Government still makes it a practice to admit refugees in·the fol..; . .-;~,- :. 
10\'ling categories (see my telegram of 1larch JO, 194.3, No. 2004); -politica-l• · 
refugees (defined as fugitives subject individually to arrest.or·im-·:_ ,' ;:, 
prisonment for. political beliefs); military deserters; -es_caped prisoners: 
of 11ar; physically helpless persons (sick persons, pregnant.wOinen; aged: 
persons, children and parents accompanying children}. A greatmajority ·· ;. · 
enf.er clandestinely. In order to lessen risk of detection, fugitives not'- .. '.,:. 
officially admitted are allonod to leave:. in the same manner iri·wpich. th!ly:- ·. · · 

~> -

(cont.) 
·. :.'~·: ... 

~-~---·------
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:, cross the frontier, i.e •. , clandestinely •. 

It is reported by the press that new entrants are coming in at 
rate of about 90 to 100 a night, _the bulk of them from Italy. Among 

'; .. Italians the percentage of_ Jews is very high. 

-:.-:,: 5. The_ f'ollowing factors seem to motivate the Swiss Government's 
_ . __ restriction· of entry of non-Bvliss refugees, in addition to problem of 

,_ ... > .;c:·(lodging and feeding refugees; fear of giving encouragement to anti­
·;;_:~ -~-~~'';{'.Semitism;. high percentage of foreigners in Switzerland,· about 400,000 
&!,M,:~jl~\j;or 10 percent of the total population; the belief that the admission·. 

)_ t;.:>:'·N'ftJifan increasing number of refugees who are enemies of the Nazi, regime .. 
-··p -'"i);_1,fmight compromise the-neutrality of the .Swiss (indicated in the Swiss:· 

·_ . ,.';{i!f>'Government's-November 16--note last quoted in my telegram of November:, 
· ! ·. ;;/ ;,; mentioned ab~_ve) • · · . ... · 

.,-,;-·,-· 

\> ··-•: Evidently .the furnishing of funds from abroad is less important. _· 
.. '.':than furnishing food and clothing :for the refugees as indicated by.the· 

Swiss· Government 1 s and National Bank's disinclination .to make Swiss .. ,·.,-. 
. , francs generally available for loc_al purchases against,blocked dollars. 

on behalf of refugees. 
-,_, 

:'- 6. While it,_=~s intim~teq by the foreign Office in its November-,· 
16 note that financial 11facilitics 11 rny b~ccme necessary, it uas stated;. _ 
that there was actual need for ,.::_ot~L,,:; <md blilllY:ets and foddstuffs for''_·_ · 
refugees and that ·it was hiJpAd ·cha'!: r·.,j'lil.:Jts for license to purchase _J;~i:• :: 
and transport replacement stocks of c~oGhing and food would be given· 
sympathetic consideration by the American Government. · 

7. Iatest available information concerning condition of refugees• 
in Axis and Axis occupied territory as received from informed source§'. 
has been provided continuously to the Department by the Legation. The 
Legation is giving its advice and assistance to such private organiza­
tions as the Unitarian Service Committee, the Jo:L·r!; Distribution Com-·· . 
mittee, World Jewish Congress, and others in their_ attempt to organizei 

· and finance relief in European areas from Switzerland as the c€mter. 
· Progress has been made in general and I am pleased to report .that 

federal authorities of SVIitzerland have ·sho1m no disposition to be' 
. other than helpful in these respects. 



March 4, 1944 

'',•: 'j 

. _\ . . --~_~;.\:_·?,.-·: .-. .·· :,,.,'_·1 :•.; :~:~:-'·· 

-•_•r;ljr· dear. Mini~~~~~ by-'iett~~· o.f February .2.~; ydu id.lidly ·<~ . ..-N~~· 
me of,the.decision:of'the President·of th& United States 

· ·· inter.~epartmentaLboard for ref.'ugee. 'questions',:::· At :the' ·saJne:c.titne;cyc,ti 
:. advised~. me of your.'Government•·s·purpose. in this 'niatter 
··to what.:eXteint'the.:sviias ;Government woUld be· ready:· to·<::. ol.lalJoi~at:e!)i: 

the relief' work· contemplated: by.' the Government of the;.United 
Finally~'YoU ask: for, any suggestions we·Jidght wish, to: make;•. ' 

·, -~--\_:·>·~--j --~ :;·--·-·.:_;·;~;-~L:· -. . .. --,:-.~ -::~~::_. -:,·--.-~-·,:--> _. __ -·-~-:-.. ,~_ :::·_.-~---- '.:~---~~-:~.:_::.-.---
, Concierzi.ing the'contribtiti6n'.orswitzerland to the ··~~~~·~• •. v •• ,. 

probleni; ;you are:aware~ I believe~ o.f our past and:present'et·.rorts·.·:;'..:;·,;.:-A;~:~f·r 
We have· kept you re.gu1arly in:rormed iii .this respect, I inay· th•eret!"oreui-'1 
be brief, 'on this· pointmore so·as .the political (*) fu its· 
of November-16 last .stated very exactly, for the information 
Government,. the manner· in ·uhich the problem of refugees . and n-r ... .,.,n,.,,, 
Jews.mdnon-:.Jews, ~esents itself f~r Switzerland.· · 

I. shall, therefore, restrict myself to specifyfug. 
toothe latest staJistics out of 70,500 refugees. and.inteJ~nelas 

. categories in Switzerland at the beginning of 1944,: aU'VUUO'-'-' 

which 22,000 are Jews, fall approximately .within' the 
persons referred to in your inqui.l>y~ · ·· · · 

This being ~aid, I must remind you that notwitimtimdirig 
desire of our population that our countr'/ be receptive and 
our authorities have had to take into account the. r~sk to our 
of having a massive unchecked influx of foreigners, pos 

0 

undesiraple elements and also requirements or. national ·defe:nc•3 
larly in certain regions. Seeuri.ty. of Switzerland 'in 
also security of those who have-,takan refuge. there.';-~ 

Apart from persons vrith military atatti.s,· Switzerland~ as 
nOYl, admits into its. territory as tar as circumstances permi'j;' 
ticular: political'retugees·, sick-people and pregnant:women,"' 
persons over 65 and their wives.. or husbands 1 infants:::or · 
people; persons·, with close relatives iit Switzerlandr .. "-.... ,,"-'-J"II 

who have lost their Swisa riationa1ity thr'ough marriage.wj.th. 
bands if'.,any;_ :.,, . · ·. ' .. ,;_:.····,·· .· .. _ ... ' ··:·'.·:•;.-•,·>· 

\ · :. ('jont.) 
* Apparent omrnissi<m~ 



... ,_- .. 

period of quarantine: refugees are, in Ilt"J.nc~!PJ.E~, 
camps or in hospitals .. or homes .. for adults·, 

children .or tilso in 'private homes,. Cost of upkeep of ·refugees · ,...;.._.:._· ··' 
by authorities and.by.charitable-institutions;· only·very exc~eiJtionl!lJcy 
may they· carry on ,a'private lucrative occupation •. On the other himd 
ment. in -the form of; salary is. made· to . :those who perform regular;. 

. establishments where .they are sheltered •. Refugees who have pr · 
. resources may' under Certain COnditions' liVe ln l;J.otels or· in·· RY1,,· ,.T,m·,,.,.i:<O'< 

or be_.take~:in by relatives or triends •. Refugees :natu;rally .·. 
::belongirigs./- In _thefr-:ovm _interest, securities ·and money:;; which: · 
'carry· when'· they' arriv'ii ~''are deposited in a bank and,· competimt ·a· _u.th<on:i.t:Le~ 

.. decida:~~~r._what .c?!lditions_· interested p~ties:may.-;[lispose· 
· '_ ,·._ .. · ·. : ~--~~-~-~/~://~~-\·,~: i._~;:>.~. ~\-~ !0~(-.t:t~'::>~ ·.::-;\:;~:{·-~/l'i\::; ~- ~:c~ ·>·. ·. ~,.~ ~::_. ,-: ..: ·. '".: .,.{, ~;(>.';:~_.-.:-.1-·t.;}f::._:·. : ·: .. 
' , Afterc·having- overcome·'<: difficult'· problems of' 

concern' of;:;our :authorities . is: no)'l to . occupy_ .refugees ' .. by,' 
account present situation and economic future of our·popuJ.au~cJn, 

.\ ~:-~·-?~~-:?t .. ·-.~~~~:·~- ~~~:·\ ;-:-_ :~.' .. '·,\::::,~~\.i':.(~· ----~-:~ ... :_ -... ·. 
·Having; thus· briefly summarized situation~ it T'em"'ins 

· on the last paragraph of. your ~ide· me moire. You. will 
through: observation :arid:kilowledge of our~practices over 
and it Will; certainly be 'underlltood, in Washington that· while. coJ:lui~~~•u•.mg 

. as substantial aid as possible in:.' specific cases·· af( it· has 
.. done s~ce ;the beginning qf' war Srti.tzerland by the very' ~-. L-----···~~ 

strict 'rieu4-ality cannot associate; itself formally With ... ,;~.-~ .. 
belligerent governments.,. Maintenance of' tilill_ attituQ.e;· 
ing its-effective activity and:while properly speaking 
a ruling factor, does, on the contrary tend at least to :~·tolll.Lui"c••::.••n"' 
position whereby Switzerland is· still abJ.e, in the heart 
continue its contribution to practical accomplishments in 
relief to war victims. · · -· ... · 

We could not f'ind a better medium than you to explain _to 
cah Government that while we are anxious. to persevere along 
we have traced f'pr ourselves .and to continue to give the urA,~P.••~o~·•·on~·­
wi thin our means,- limited; of :course, by existing ,..· i,...,.,,.,-,,· '~"·"""""''· 
present state, to the-. feelings: of'· humim ·solidarity:, vrhich 
Swiss people,- our. activities,must remain independent. tmd;-'.;~u·toJ:l0111J01llS~~~j:-;; 
That is ;_the:reason why:, we are: alrrays anxious .. to• ·. · · 
we give here or there from becoffiing a subject of' ~nn~~nvA~sv'hA~~~An' 
belligeJ:ents; · .. .,, _.. . ;< •• >;=:, : , ; · · 

It is 'l!ardly:~ece~sary.to'asstire 
the past we shali be ready to eY;amine in' a spirit: imbued with .. 
realis.m as·· well as sympathetic undera:tanding,. the· 13pecgic. cases.).n 
which our cooperation may, be judged compatible rrith the prmciples ~) 

.' ·;·:· '•:' • ' '· •• ,_:- ~ ' .;'' '• :•· , ~It ."v - -' '. ' • I ,· ·-.~··.+:~_;\~ 

(~o~t.) 

~- .};:;M;!;~L. 





"Thl\~~fi~~~: ·and·:~~i tis h. ~~~i;nmertts s 
')nay .be :taken of the Sr.iiss Economic Delege.t:i.onfs· 
cus13 witi(representatives•of -:the,·two governments 

;qin. conne ctioil,'Yiith thet; rd.'uge~: Probl~ll! which the 

~~:>w2~~~tL:;,J.~l~~~6 ~~.~;,.z~"~';.;".~ ""'' as ·revised '•speaks :for both goverryiicnts I tl"!e British Minister' 
,. "" ·\•hlstrrictod'to ii!form STiiss F.oroign Office .that ho supper .. 
w~~i ~1;~f~~(Jr than submitting\~p ide,lTiiical.note in behalf of his f!;,,,.,.,..,.;mnn+ 

\~~f.~~~ •.. Ji:r:: ·•··. , >. • (c6nlt) · · 
-~~"i;~~-~- ,~(~!r~.>-· · ,_ . --·-. , 
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COOPERATION WITH WHER. GO\lERNMENTS.: 

.PORTUGAL. 

'.·· 
\ . 

. ' . . ~:. ';.·! ' . . •> 

A rep~rt rec~i~~d--from Mfuisteir Norweb 'soon after: the Board' 
inception indicated,:that the Portuguese Foreign Office viewed with 

'· " sympathy u. s •· policy on· refugees: and wotild continue its liberal Ci·._ .... .._ ... ~u" 
toward refugees along· broad humanitarian lines (Cable No. 468 from Lisbon:_ : 
dated February 15; see·also Airgram No.~A-192 from Lisbon:dated.Ma:rchl4)·. 
A subsequent report:: from Norweb-_transmitted fourmemoranda relating; :to· .. /• · 
Portugal and the . refuges -problem~ -a. detailed -historical sunimary prepS:red :. 
by the Lisbon representative of' the American Jewish Joint Distribution,,· 
Committee,:.a memorandum prepared by the American.Friend!l Service Coin..o · ... 
mittee on what this· Government, as well• as Portuguese authorities might ; 
do 1 a: similar memorandum submitted by the Unitarian Service_ Committee, · .. · 
and ii memorandum along the same lines prepared by the Emigration :As so cia:-: · 
tion of the Hebrew Immigration Aid and Shelte~ing Society, A statisticaL 
sullll!l.ary of the estimated foreign Jewish population in Portugal.ip < . . .., 
February 1944 was appended to the latter memorandum~ :: .. (~ti~}Dispatch-No.-
217 from Lisbon dated February 16.) <. · :. ",< · 

· .... · 
In line with the Board 1 s policy of bringing pressure to . . 

satellite governments to desist from abetting persecutions,•_a:)'equesto: .. : 
'lias dispatched to Norwe b, as well as to other U, S , Missions, askiilg, . _ 
that certain information be relayed through such channels as Were -avail­
able to the Governments of Bulgaria, Rumania, and Hungary (Caole.~Nq. 713__: _ , 
to Lisbon dated March 7; see V B - 1, Approaches to th\3 Satellites, .. _a:hc1:.',-~ :. 
attachment #2 thereto)~ · ,, " ·: . · '.;~;-,':_;;\ i ·. ' 

In reply Norweb advised the Board that the substance of· thls g;verii~·­
ment' s warning to the', satellite g'overnments beilig conveyed, :to the .. :' ,. .• " ... 
Bulgarian and Hungarian Governments, and that pteps were alsobeing'takiin ·: .. 
to have the message- .conveyed to the Rumanian Goverriment (Cable No.:.779 · · 
from Lisbon dated ~1larch 11;, s~e· attachment #J t'o -'v- :8 ·_-.::·1}_•. ~ .:.. .>.:._,)\_/ .. :;:-:, ,- :.·) 

.- . ' . .. '·''.· .. 

Another communication from the Boa~d to N;rweb1 'i~spi~ed•byGei~n 
_military movements and intensified controls throughou~ Rumania 'and:.:, · 

(cont.) 
. -~ .. ;. 
'· 
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Hungary, urged cont:Lf:nied effort toward increasing Rumanian and· ~g~r.i~n 
resistance to -Nazi demands with respect to anti-JeV<ish persecutions. ' ·, · · . 
(Cable No. 1013 to Lisbon dated April 12; see attachment #4 to V B .:: __ 1).~ 

With respect to the President.' s statement on atrocities ag~i~st ' 
the Jews, _Minister Norw_eb reported prominent nOti_c~s· in Lisbon- and . .,.. 

·>ci · Oporto newspapers, Diario ·de Noticias ~ the largest Portuguese: daily;' ~~-" 
·'. ·<· ·,,_ · having printed the statement at the top of the front page; as did certain;::'> 
r _.l~d~.'.i,-,:·· other papers. Editorials praising the President1 s sentiments, as wen,.:,;·: 

:._.:-:_·_-_·_-_._·_;_,_•_··i ___ • ___ :_•-~_:_:• __ ._,_-.·:i·:··::.·_:_i.;_:._:_._:_:: __ ; .•. :_.:_.;·:_._:_.~-··,_i __ ._-.-_-_:_:_~_•: .. _~_:_:::-•_:.--'_~; __ ._.:i.:_: •. _r •. ~;:~~~~~!~:~l::::~:~~::::~:~1=~=~~r~~;···· 
. , __ . indicated that there.might .be a possibility of obtai.riing a Portuguese c:;':j;:;_: 

vessel for the purpose of evacuating refugees from Rumania to Turkey ' .. ': .. -. 

;·/._i.::·_~:·.: .. ·_:_:_-.::·::::;. (sebe Cabfle Nfo .• 296 to.Abzlkara dastetd Aphrilt4). Bte
1
cause of thde dinforeasing 

. . . num er o re ugees, Am assador ein ard . urgen · y recommen e · · rom · ' .. ,· . 
. [:/ ;.: Ankara that efforts l;Je made to conclude negotiations for such a vessel-·_,. 

~_L,Sil•:' :: ~~- ~~:;d ;; ~~:::~:!!~~= -~~ ~~~t~::~~g~o~~~~e~~~te~~n;:;:r a:~:~e~o a~~n~he 
all pos'~'ible assistance to the JDC representative in these efforts. 

:·:··, '-;:,:_-·; (Cable No. 1059 to Lisbon dated April 17). 

In April,- in an effort. to encou~age the Spanish ,and )?orti.l.~a~·E'!·· .... , . 
Governments. to give refuge to additional refugee children' from Fran:p~;- "· 
this Government authorized consular officers in Spain and Portugal to_ . 
issue up 'to 1,000 visas to such children arriving during' the first_siX 
months of 1944. Tho U. S ,·Embassy in Madrid was given .the respon~ibili 
for supervising and controlling t~o assignment of quota numbers to . · · 
consular offices in both Spain and Portugal (Cable No, 1008 to. Madrid. 
dated April 12) • ':. \'. 

Certain pro.r;osals on the. part of -Isaac VJeissman, rep'r'eseritative·'L 
of the World Jel7ish Congress, •. concerning the eventual destinations;:of'. 
refugee children arriving in Portugal from France, were subsequently 
brought to the Board 1 s attention by Board Representative Dexter. ·The , 
Board in turn indicated its conviction that tho problem'of where· to send 
the children who are being· rescued -- i ;e., whether they should receive 
Palestine certificates .. or Canadian or U, S • visas -•- should be- determined 
after they have reached safety, on the basis. of facilities- existing at c 

that time ,(see VI B -: 2, Evacuation of Children from France to Spain and· 
Portugal) • · ' · . . 

(cont,) 
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Detailed reports.with respect to the refugee situation in general: 
in Portugal were also fornarded by Dexter, including an account of his· 
dealings. with the Portuguese representatives of various private rescue 
and relief agencies.. · · 

-See III A, Appointment of SpeCial Representatives, particularly .the· 
a·coount ·of t'1e mission to Portugal· .of James H. Mann, Assista,nt Executive 
Director of the Board, to confer wfth Dexter as well as vlith representa.-' -.. 
tives of both the World· Jewish Congress and the American Je;7ish 
Di'stribution Committee.,_. 

See. also VI B, Evacuations to and through Spain and 

' .. !: 

·. ··,,, 
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·. :"Reports were ,r.e'cei yed, from)linister J ohrison in Stockholm '"'' "·c,".n'" .. ,.,,." 
f.orth· what ·the Swedish Goverhineri£~ has·· been doing 'with respect.· 
f'roin Nor:Wa.Y.~ Denmark;' and' other:·'col,ltltries. Among the refugees 
there';:'ilr.e an estiroElted 18,000 ·Norwegians, 14,000 Danes, and3~500,Lielrm.an·c:· 
spea.ld.rig;ref'ugees}.as JVell as:.others .from Poland; Holland; and<i;he . 
states?::\Virtually, alL Norwegian .Jews except those deported m:: the.< ear.lf,;: 

· stages: .. .o:e German. pccupation are .z:eported to have escaped to s,~eden:. All, :• 
full Jews. iri DenmarJ:::,are said .to have escaped to Sweden' except for an' · 
estimated 1,200 who·' had already been deported by the Nazis:.: .'The rescue,. 
of these.· th?usands of .refugees W~:ts reported to have been facil:i,:f;at'ed by 
the ·~:il:le;:al attit1lde; ,qf,the .Swedish Government.· (See Cable No: 4?Q dated 
February·l3 and Cables No. 481 and 50.3 dated. February 15.) . 

·:~- . -: ~. 

·i~c~rpts were also forwarded tq the Board from a recenj;:}t~pdrt .on , ' 
refugees· in Sweden by rver Olsen, Fiilancial Attache o.f the·u.·s.. · . 
in 'Stockholm, subsequently named Special Repre!'lentativeof:the '~.::...-·,,., .. , ... ,,.,., 
Sweden:·~ · · ' 

Later in February the Board addressed a memorandum. to 'the: 
o.f Sweden to the United States, asking irrunediate consideration 
part of the Snedish Government to the possibility of making certain .~ <:.;:.:·' 
Swedish ships available for the·transportation,of additional refugees'\=c:,,: :",. 
from Constanza and othez: Blade Sea ports to Turkey. Particuiaz: 'E)ffcirts; .'~ ':."' 
were made to arrange• .for tP,e use. o.f the 11S.S. ·Bardaland 11 (Cable No. 642·' 
from Ankara dated.Ap:di 10). · '· 

Ambassador. ffinant subsequent],y advised the Board :Cro~ ~ridon th'a:i/ , . ,. 
diversion . .of a'Swedish vessel from the Greek relief.fleet·had.in.formally·:, 
been approved by the: B~itish. Wor.d \vas' subsequently received th,at·~ <in , . · 

· the absence of a Gerl:!an. safe-conduct covering proposed eyacuation' ope~ a.:: 
tions ,.;.;the.: ''Bardaland" 'had sailed from Piraeus on •another mission •. · ·(See.' 

· VI C, Eviwua tions to and. through Turkey. ) · · ·' • · ;- .. · · · 
' - . . . . . . . . . ~ . • - ' . . 't 

In· line : ~1i th· tli~ Board's policy of bringi!ig pressure to be~~· ori 
satellite governments·.:to desist from abetting perse'cutions, ~ re,ques~-

(cont.) 

.·-·,'\ 

.. ·;.-,. 
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'tSL~;}'<": In lfru:ch JohnsotLreported that 
i\-(:.:::·;>::·.;:·.·. been urged totmake· a'public appeal to Germany to.perrnitrefugee en.' 1oren 
..••. ,.. ,;_t,; to come ·tO.·Sweden from. Poland, it had not taken action because of 

1/f.,\, conviction that Germany would reject any such appeai.· .A report .. v1as · 
~' .sequently>r•ecei,ved f'roni, London ·indicating that circumstances woul<l.'. a ,pJi,ear/:::3 

to 'be fawrabie . at. this' ·time. for encouraging the. Swedish GnVA'I"nlnArJt • 

. request;tb.at;·tlie Ge1:me.r{5:release up to 20,000 refugee . 
•'natiomilities··. (Cable· No, .... 2162 from London .dated· March· 16) •... · Ar.r.n·~w,no.,v·c· 
.. the BOarchcabled. Johnson, asking him to ·apjn-oach the· SvTedishr.,.,.,,,;,,.,,no·n·E,~'''• 

.. and request.'that·ittake such action. Itwas.pointed out to OUUll.<>U'U 

·::for the information of the Swedish Government, tha:t·such a.n· 
.'·'not, prejudice:.the.possibility of: refugees escaping'tlnnoticed, a . 

~4tl:J:~i previously ,;XjJressed by the Swedes, sin:e ~he evacuat~on of refugee~ 
;.•',/,;··· Denmark had. been completed. The Board :md~cated that: it uould undertake. 
fi ~§.):.·to meet the Suedish re_quest made in this connect,ion in 1943,.11ith respect 
: y'··:;: . to assurances· as to the eventual evacuation of th() children .. from Sw13de.n; 

. the de;Livery,of.additional foodstuffs for. the;ir maintenance whilo.in .. · · · 
.Sweden; and fibancial af\sistance in their maintenance while .there. 

·. No. 654 t(): Stockholm dated April 12). . . · . 

Wit~· respect to the President's statement of ~~h ?-4~,;~· 
Johnson reported a fairly general ·coverage in Stockholffi,.nElv.reTJaTJei~s 

. less· coverage :throughou-t., the rest of Sweden. Excerpts froni thE) 
·,statement were given in ·official Sv1edi~h news broadcasts in. the 

··.language over short, medium; and Jong wave lengths. - The 
also relayed through underground channels to Noruay and Deln"nrrr•k 

'thus have to come to the attention of o~~,P~~~"i~:!;~;:!~~~~~~~C2~7'7J--~i~--'-'-~.:__:~-h11 
(Cable)lo. l345:from Stockholm dated April 18) .. 

~1~:"Z ~~;~~:~=~:.::f::::::1~:~~"~~~~ awood 
g~;t!'i{)(.;i. ~every effort to h~sten action on the part of the German.s,/with respect to · ·· 
~li~~::;fi>i.\;--:~·: the granting of-safe~conduct.for._the .'.'S.S. Tari.'' ;The'.matterof safe-:: .. ·: .. · 
;,:;,})\'';\?;,:; :·)', conduct for the ns .S', . Be~lac~ ttan .was also to be. d~scuss,ed · (Cable No ~ .. 1255 ·: 
~(;';}! .. ~:,},from. Stock~ol~ dat~~ A~~-113; se~. VI, c, .Evacuat~0ns ~~oand .through 

.~~~~z:;~~~~~~:i~~~~rr.~:~.'_;:~~7~;:~~«~~df!n~:~L 
I . 



·.i 

- ., 
Finland to Sweden of certain; Jewish-.-refugees .from. 
VI E - 6, Evacuatiori of Refugees f"rpm ·Finland). 

. - ' 

Reports r~ceived .from two pri~te organi:.~ations 'in Sweden and.:deaihlg 
with the situation: of Jews and stateless refugees in that 'country;. \Vera .. ·.: 
transmitted by Olsen later ,in April. Even before the war began, ~)Veden; ... 
is said. to have supplied refuge for some 3,000 Jewi~h refugees. In,::l94~·.··::;·· · 
nearly half of' Norway's 1500 .JeVIs• are reported to have reached. Sweden;:>:· ; :: • ·:: 
the balance haVing been deported to Germany. In 1'94.3 thousands. of Dariish · 

' Jews arrived.' . . . - .. -. ' 

. <:, . . '.,, .. -,:·· . . '·· ' .' .. , . ' . ..,_, ·. . . . ·'''.', :.;- :•. 
Many ·rE\fugees have: peen able to. obtain employment in· Sweden.: : "'""''"'-·" 

Jewish.'population 'has trebled: in the- past few years~ .little 
Semitism· is repor.ted, The STied~~~ Government 'is descriJ;led as 
"constantJ::;y: shovm~ great·: understanding: and· given eXtensive: ·<in.r>m>r•tt;nnfl\•:/l;''·.;'i':·.~:,i 
· private·Jewish relief. societies_. Many non-:-.Jeuish' o~e:airti:~ai.~icn1s::a.re''~·'n:':.:'<':J:< 
·also said: .. to have· been ·of. great assistance· (Dispatch .. No. 3223 

, · holm dated A pi-n 24) ~ ·. · · · · · · 
. . ' . :_ ':;·-~~:\:~·:-- .. ___ - _:~.--.... 

• • <. -~-; :. • • - _. •• • •• •• • • • •• '/ 

In view of a repor.t reaching the Board to the effect that 
.Polish 'ships carrYipg food. and clothing originally intended ·for . 
civilian population had been tied up for 'some time: at Stockholm,· . .Tqlmson· 
and Board Representative Olsen VTere asked to attempt .to verif'y· this report.;· 

' and' in t-,l],f e>vent it. proved to be accunj. te' to report in detail: ori the ; > 
·ships and·'their cargoes (Cable No. 755 to Stockholm dated April25) •. In .· 

' response <rolmson stated that the report was apparently' in ·errorCs'ince :,· 
. there Tias; no knowledge locally of any. such ships. . JolmsQn u:~.u.}.J.ll''-ll.'""'""', 
houever, that approximately f'ive tons of' used clothing f'r<;llil 
States destiried for Polish uar refugees arrived last Jun& iri a u~•eu.1~n>. 
vessel and are noq stored in f'ree harbor pending authorizatio~ 
London and Viashington of its distribution (Cable No.1534 froni §;t•o.clcli.o'lnj 
dated May 1). . · · 

placing no obstacles in the ;my of Estonian f'ishing ·craft engaged· ill'<<~ .• 
1 rescuing ref'ugoes from Estonia and transpo;rting them to Srrede~. A 'gfea;tel: 
h:·;·1._; • :,: ._, number of Estonians, are said to be in hiding in the f'orests 'of: that~_.;'·· · 
I,J ... }>'·, : ·. · count::y at the present ~ime t~an during the Russian regime, s:i,nce most 
!. ':;1/ :_..:-:. Eston1ans desperately fear beJ.Ilg sent to Germany (Cable No. 1512 from 
!:.~·~".. Y· ; Stockholm dated April 29). · ,. 
~;:;~~;~s~ .. ·':;.~.(:~.: '· ·- -_, · · . ...\·:·.-: . .---._, __ -.\>(i 
~:~~;;~, ·;"-'·' Boa;r"d Representative Olsen also' advised' the Board· of disdi.ul~ionll •· ;,::.~:·~//~~f.: :. held vrith the Chief Rabbi of Sued en, who is described as directing the .. ··.· · .. 
1:;.<>;-:.'j·}';k:::; rtork of tuo S11edish corninittees· actively engaged in reiief operations ;for 
l!;t;s<..-;,,.·· • . .reus in Europe. Olsen's report summarized the activit:i,es of these ,two:.: ·· 
~,'~:··,,; ·· .. ;·:·.;:. ·groups ,in: Rumania, Poland, .Slovakia, Hungary, France/ and other German~ 
r:;:; .... ;~ .. ;:;.~;' controlled areas. Much of the current activities of. these committees [W';1 ~:-hr .. · , · · -·: .. , · 

· ~~l;jY a' · (c~nt. ) b,f,w.v 

I . . 
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is said to have be~n mad'e possible by the Swedish Fpreign · 
municationwitq persons in enemy and occupied territory, for 
has reportedly -been through facilities· of the Foreign 
missions in the various countries. · 

Olsen reported· that the two ·groups were short·'of funds; however, . . 
and strongly urged that arrangements be made for supplying them with·.<·~:-' . 
$50,000. •,In Olsen.1s opinion, With proper:. financial support, refugee':;<• .. ' 
relief- as well as ·.actual rescue operations from Sweden can be expanded: 
to a considerable degree. :.(Cable No. 1622 fromStoC!cholm dated Ma:y • .8> ·• ~ 

.. fu''·;~spd~se. to t~~~''i;~port; the Bo~d cabled Olsen that' .·i! , 
of financii:tg activities.of,the twoSwedish relief committees 
in need·, of funds had been.. discussed with several '.American nl"O'R.l, ,,,.,~, 
Olsen ·w~s advised of_ the' general consensus that relief and rescue_ 

·ties :with:. respect to refugees in Rumania, Slovakia; Hungary~ and southern': 
France .. cmi:-most effectively be handled from Switzerland, to which large·.;~:· .. 
sums· are::already·being remitted regularly from this country; . The Board :: :· 

• indicated.,. however; thctt certain American organizations are interested· -: 
in the possibilities of accelerating. rescue and relief work from· Sweden.­
in Poland and the Baltic area, and that funds will be made ,available by 
these groups: for such activities; Olsen was asked to report on• the po~-­
sibilities- and the amount needed in this connection (Cable No. 984 to· · 
Stockholm dated i1!ay 23).- .., · · " . · ·. · 

Olsen subsequently ~aised the question ,as to 
will have with'the.problems of bringing immediate 
refugees wheri hostilities cease. Numerous Swedish 
to be engaged in such post-war planning, and the Swedish Gc>ve•r~tm€ont TL.~~~~L-"····• 
is reported to have appointed a commission and made-a l<~ge 
in connection with promoting plans for -immediate post-war action. 
stated that the Snedish Government is obviously interested in o7hat 

~----------------Government is planning along-simil~r--l4llBS--an4-would-l4kB-t.o-~o~~~~&t~~~~~~~d---~----­
(CablE:J No. 1719 from Stockholm dated May 15). 

In response to this· inquiry Olsen ,-;as advised that· whil~· . ··.· 
itself has no assigned jurisdiction in this particular field, U. S •. ·' ' 
military authorities, the United Nations Relief and Rehabiiitatiml<'Admin"' ./' 
istration, and the Intergovernmental Committee have' alL had discussions;.·;') .. · 
and made plans along these lines (Cable No. 1140 to Stockholm dated · · · · 
June 7) • •• · . . · . . · · · · . · .. · ·. • :_ _ ' 

'. :: ~ ·_' 
·-:rn June, Johnson relayed to the Board the principal .featur~s; of rut< 

exhaustive summary of cond:i;l;ions in Hungary prepared by the S.wedish .. 
Foreign Office on the basis of reports from the Swedish Minister in . 
Hungary. and made available'.to the Board .in strictest confidence" (see·:; 
VB - 1 a, Conditions fu Hungary, and Cable No. 2187 from Stockh-olm'· ' 
dated Jime 17 comprising attachment //2 thereto). ·· 

(cont~) 
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COOPERATION WITH OrnER Gbv-ERmmNTS:· NEUTRAL EUROPEAN 
·r:.:.n· · .. ·,. 

' \.~ ' ... 
\ --.; 

:)J(~fJ:~N . '' ...... }•;: .·.···· .. ;. . .: . ·· ... . 
(?1';:/'~ ;,:-. -- A report from Minister Gray ~ ~ublin indicated: that· 
!;;J.d:;(.~;s:tr:;-;of r?c?iving refugees in ,Eire is mtlJil&tely. bound up with . 
:\•J~;-l{f~\; of m~htary .. security and· food. _ Transportat~on is, another 

EIRE 

]:'i;:litrk~i~!\(Airgram -~?S;_A-7: dated _F~br~ 1o) .; _:;;:- :· . __ :.; <; ·-__ •" · ::;- ·· · 
· .; ':iY"!'rJ: . In another communication from the Legation in . .Lre.L:9.n<l .-.<.ne 

;'}:/:f:;{contained a report of an anti-3emitic,demonstration·.-_lrl !JU:IJ.LJ.n,;. 
'Ji.-;;~,r~;· that has ·come_ to public.ncitice in Eire'. in some ·time~_·: :Al 
_ ,~ ~ ,';-~;-ji;';:: are. report~dly ·only. 3; 300 Jews in. Dublin- out of- a 'Population. 

__ ,:- 1 :,.:~-:-J ::-many Irish are ·aaid to be passionately _opposed to-. them and eX]pretss 
•:i; ... y},;..>·; _anti-Semitic feelings openly. Moreover, German radio dJlTeict;ed:•::fj 
;~-f ~u to Eire is s~:~i!-9 ~o haveyurged Ca_tl!o~ic Irish l~steners to _ ;t;:~):~.ii.;:.- Jews_, It wa~ po~nted ou·l; that the Board may w~sh to c9,nsider 
_ _ . , - Semitic feelings which are said to be Widely previHent'camong 

'' Of Irish in connection With any project for Sending Jewish re:fu,g~E~ai;td 
that country (Dispatch No.· 811 dated February 25): • .· --

. : ,. ·, ._ .·;: . ; __ :.· 

: •. - . In :response· to the implied posslbili ty. of th~ accept~nce •pf s 
·. 500 Jewish child refugees,. the Board' asked Gray to infol')ri the Ir 

- cials concerned of ·this Governmemt Is acceptance of their -humani 
offer to provide such a haven and to advise them further that• 'the 
·is endeavoring to obtain shipping facilities to transport the' children 
Eire. The Minister was also asked to raise inforn;ally with the. Irish ' 

, Government/the question of whether they are willing to take up -- · 
, ;,. __ ;,-Vichy Government. the matter of _evacuating refugee children·_rrpni 

·.' c' Inquiry was also to be made 'as to whether the Irish are at·,.,.,.,,,~,,.,'!: w•J , __ .,,.,, 
,1 'to guarantee to Switzerland· that they will accept from that c 

-·:--_ ·_the war 500 Jewish refugee, children evacuated from France' 
: -',dated March 14; see attachment #1), '·" . ____ __ 
. ' .. :· \·· ' ~.:. ·; i. 

·•. \:•· An af'f'if~ative r~pii ~;; received frol!l the Irish r;.,;.,,;~+.,,;,;,t . 
. -:- External Affairs .in :response. to the B()ard 1s rcque;;;t that 5oo· 

;/.'- . , be accepted by that country~;- The Irish indicated,' however, that·.· 
!.''- , _ :they have had no success in securing permission.for,.Jews to leEive-.. _,oc;~illoiEld-: 
'~(i';, . ~.countries •. Accordingly, it was suggested that this Government: ask 
,-1_ :,;<_; ~.Swiss Government_ vo obtai!-t" the necessary. permits, even· though the , · _: 
;_i ;(··a'· Charge d 

1 
Affaire a 1n Berlin __ has been ins t:ructed to make· a similar request 

:· •. (see Airgram No. A-16 from Dublin dated April 13 compris 
. see abo VJ D - 1, Evacuation of Abandoned Children from . 



CABLE NO. 39 TO DUBLIN FROM THE BOARD 

r- -· .:·,: .-
. ~ ·~-:.··' March 14, 1944 

·i!. :~~i\ f~' 
:~:~r·~;':~.;'~ ~··· 

i~_. ·::·{;;i(tt ...•.. 
~ ·.;:;~;'\};)(' Refer your A-7 of February 10, 1944 regarding the 

. b~M;:,V·\~{·••relief' of wa:r .fef'u~e~s. · ·.~ ·; ._; 

~ ,, . Please. inform 'the appropriate Irish officials that. r'·$ . ment accepts with. deep appreciation the generot).s and 

J.i._'r.:1_,_J.•.~·.: __ .~•.:_~· ~~~;j;;~it~~::;~~~]=:~ 
~ ~~-~~ We ,are' preseptly examin:i,ng ·the 1!19:tter of securing the shipping: 
... , "' · necessary for the transportation of' these children a,nd will advil'!~ you .· 

· :-<:- ·'~:,/ '· f'urther with respect thereto. fle are also canvassil),g the poss;ib:i.lity 

.. :.') __ :(«_t .. ~'- of assisting the Irish Government :iri Hs humanitarian end.eavor,-with: · 
l· -~ <~"' ~ respect to supplies of :food and clothing. ~ . -- c''L 

The Swiss Govei·nment has been requested to take 
evacuating children from France with Vichy, and we are co•nsid:er':l.l'ltg•:;,-;c. 
the desirability of requesting similar act:ion on the part of 
Government, as we understand that it was prepared last year or·c·"'a."-LL<><: · 
this year to take such action. However 

1 
we would appreciate 'y-Our:· : • ,·· 

informally raising this matter with the appropriate Irish authoriti~!'l 
to ascertain whether they are still prepared to make such an approach . to Vichy. 

You are also requested to ask the appropdate Irish. auth9~itie'ti 
whether their Government would be willing presently to· guarantee', 
admission into Eire after' the ·war of an additional 500 Jeviish refug.se•A;•3 
children in the event that•,they are evacuated from France to . 
land during the~war. Such .a ·guarantee would probably enable· us•: .. 
induce the SVIiss Government, which may be in a position to obtain .. 
release of' children from Vichy, -to accept. larger numbers of them:· fOJ:: 
the duration of hostilities. . . ·' 

·we will appreciate being kept promptly and fuliy advised 
developments." 

HULL 



.•'' 
' 

AmGRAM 'NO. A-16 FRCM. DUBLIN TO THE BOARD 

April 13; 1944 

.,. 
Reference to Department's telegram No. ·39,· March 14, 

Refugee- Board •.... · .. ~ :'< . .'• ·.~ · ·.: "· .. · · 
·;;:~···· :. ;-···,:~·:\':t:i ,·.:.. . .. . ·• . :·· . 

The:;.War. RefugeerBoard' s .. telegram was madec. available to· 
Department of ExternaLMfairs, and there is q11oted below· ·the . 
Mr •. Joseph P •. ,.Walshe~)Permanent·SScretary of the:.Department~ :;.·: 
· ;;D~·~ ..... :~:·.:~~.~·~\y···:,;~:r.~~.•.1~.~~;:~.:r::::·.-~-.· · · - · ;:·:·_:: :.·.~ -: - · _. 

~ , . :- <::~.<\~;; __ ~>: .:: 
. "I.;ec~ived:~~~:ir.~tter dated th~ 22nd March enclo5iilg ,.,..,n,.··n¥. 
telegram from the War Refugee Board·~· , · · · · 

.,_- I ~-: :J~ ·::< . . ·: ,' . ·_.);_; '. - _r_' . 
11 The Government will be· very. glad to receive and ~provide: 

for the 500 J:ewish refugee children.·. ·The Executive Committee 
Red Cross·have given their full agreement, and they are 
arrangements 'at oz:ce f'or the housing and reception·of the 

<1 
11 I~hotlld let·you know~ h~wever, that so 'rarwe have.had 

in sec=ing permission for'Jews to leave the occupied : 
might be better if' yo= Government ·would ask the Swiss uo·veJ~nrrlen 
obtain the necessary permits. ··However, we are instructing·· .\lr 'Gha:rti<3;;,:i'' 
d'Affaires in Berlin to make. a f1.n"ther request~· · ., · 

11I shall write you later abo~t the guarantee·concerning 
500 refugees mentioned at.the end of the telegram." 

In the event that the Irish Government has any success 
permission for the Jewish children to leave the 'occupied 
Department will be 'immediately advised.· <'· · 

·.\ 





: _:. '.· :-~~--

·,.· 
<,·:i' 

... . :')·~':. 

-:f / t' ; · .BOLiyrA 

~~~111~J~~~i12'~1~®f~;"~rn. '.l 'a''"'"';,:•·".-::·'·~:i,'"·''oi\' 
was advised~ that :it; is;:;praotieally.:impos teJ~Inj.ne::.lind13z<;:p.r 

·,, circumst'arices (and;/_as'.\:direct8,d~:',.'\rLthout aJ:•proacn . .ml?:.; 
authorities) ·to whattextent Jewish•'wilr- _,,.·,~~0 "' 
Bolivia •• :·:.~ Iri the·: course !of': j:lrevfoui:" ,correspondeilc\l.:J;t:J19\I;'~, 
volutionaiTgoverrunertt:•is'i-eported to have. 
of the: ~tergovernmental Gommitteei;.':ni:ts 0 ." .nrtnn;,· .vdi;b': rElSJJei(~t·.··tt):: 

. will be'· 'irr• accordance· :with: that: adopted· by 
contmetit •. ;, Witnm .the ,country, nationals and.: 

· the same' guarantees under .the Political. Constitu 
dist:trJ;ci;iori a~ to Jlll~t~er they ·are.~:Jew~ or not •. •:,< 

, The President 'or the B(Jlivian Revolutionary.Junta. isi:r·ep•orte•d\;toi: .. ~.;;.) 
have remarked that he., has _rio, ariti..;Jewish prejudices;. 
cated that ,the only/'cioncernll of. the E~livian 
m future immigration persons who -are 'technically ,·C [U8Lli1'i,ed' :td\;t'),l.l!·.:LJ:J~.;:'( 
the needs· of the Bolivian economy> Iri this .connection ~~~:l~~~::Er~t:~:=~~J:.1{~;· 
a general resentment •that Jewish. immigrants admitted·. to B 
years have competed with established Bolivian merchants 
keepers when many of these immigrants Vlere officially · 

·understanding that they were to engage m agriculture, 
No. 3122 from La Paz. dated February. 10.) . 

.. In May the Boliy~ ~~v~rnme~'t)\vas ·ap;;~L~h;~d.;\ · .... ·, "·n'u""' ·' 
Embassy there,, m an· endeavor tci securE'! its:agre" .. . ;,;;;;n·';;+.<,;.;i·,·;;"·l''c 
grounds, .. to take· no· action .until :after. the ·· ,J re'10lce·, .. ;6ari.ce''l'i!r 
OtherWiSe impair the\ eff~Ctiv~iiess· O.f p.asa~.n~·•·a:m-' <.;VLJ"U.L".L 

by Polish Jews and !Jther; persc:ms :now. . emy-'occupi:ed.'\Efu'o)::ei·~ :'(~\',;', 
At the· same'time:Bolivian.support.was. to 
this Goverrtinent .' s approac(i; to~, the German, ·r.." '"'"".nm,<in·t-.: •.iGm·oullh 
channel!Jj ·. With' ·a VieW. tQ. 'arranging an'. exchangei maLn, ll!~.C . .l.U.<U:1;1-ti,,;/': 

m. the Western Hemisphere of ·,mternees:'holdmg· 
and papers (see .VI F - '1, Recognition of Latin 11mer:Lca.n 
the attachments·.thereito; see also· A:!.rgram Nci. , 
May 16 and Airgram No; J\~221 to· La Paz. date(l .June 



'.'1-.. ._.; .. ·:_.·, .. ,· .· ,!i ., 

'·h}:: . ..-:~ .. :~·.. \ .'-:'~:_~:·_~· .. : ·:~;-.:· :,1 
I. _: ·, : ; ·. •.' ~~ ' . \ ;(1\~~ .. :· , .. >:_ 

''·. .'o,;,:~.l.',':'~;J .. ~::.: 

.··xfi{~·;,\,~~~;f:!~i~~i~~2ie: ;t.··. ··•· 
Ac.~o~i~g to-lli.!"~port/ro~ th~ tr~:.s. -~ba~sy 

State•sc~nrcular, .. all'gram;of.,January 26, -~mm~gra.~. LOil'dJIL·u 

practically .cea'sed", siiice ·.the: early.'part·of 1942 ·as: 
.of AprU,ls~: i942";.:rorbidding :the>grariting of visas· t ·O·:·Jna1;l.Oina.lf1·: OI; 
natives'·.of.' Axis or: ~s-~os:cupiei:l;bountries, for· s· 
attitUde; of; the .. Cuban,: authoritieS .tOWard the refugee· nroo' I.Bm 

_: cribed by'' Ambassador· Briggs. as. "indifferent; .. if. .not.. . 
· with little more than lip ,service being accorded to its·:·r mn~aJ:J:l.t:ar:t?-11·•'!.'' 

aspects11 ,(Dispatch .~ro. 6i49 dated j\'tarch 1) ~ : :: ::· ·:::.:.; . 
. ' . ·. ,. ' ··~:'i ·;; ·~: . : ,; ' . -~ · .. : ~- ': .- . . _, .... 

.. . In an ef;.fort to ; induce the. L~:i:,in· American republics 
· to Switzerland similar to those·giveri by this Government tnroug.n_:it:~;:Ln·,~~ 
. structions to· u •. s. consular. officers there authorizing' 
Up to 4,000 immigra:tion 'll'iSaS to refugee children froniAx:iS•4<9l'l~.~~;bry';j:;.'f''~t 
a circular airgram was dispatched to· the u. s. 1\!issioi:t:i'iri.' .. 
Latin American· countries with the request that these governments,' be~;':esked 
to give similar assurances to the Swiss Government ·(see.VI D.:.;.:i,i'.Evacua'"i:·:;;~· 
tion of Abandoned Children from · France, and the Circular ftirgrani. 
April 15 comprising attachment #4 thereto). 

;: Ambassador Braden -in Havana in turn indica ted· his belief . 

. 

·.!.:.~~.;···;.·_· .... _-· .. ··.~ .. ::_.:.,.~.:.:.:._.::::.·~·- ~~~~ o~:~~~!;:~i~::h:;~~~~!El;:~~~~~~}!~2zi~~~a~~cal· 
_, '· : ·he approaches the Cuban Government on :the. matter of· givii!g'. 
:j; ':~ :! t ':_-the assurances requested> i tshould be 'ascertained:.Yihetht;ir\ ufi't>',.IUlllt>r:.L.ClBip,,·,,:,~::) 

: Jewish J oi~t Distribution Conimi t tee w9Uld . be prepa;red; );,o . 
· children through the; Joint Relief, Committee in Havana ,:al;td. 

latter r1ith .the necessary ·funds.· ( urinumbered airgram.··from · 
April 22).,- · · ·(<';;::;;,.:('·/'':'>'··'· ·~ 'J ~~~ .. '.·,:· ·.· 

A commitment gua:tantying'tne maiiite'nance of 

'•. ·~ ,, : :.. '. '<-~~~i·~') .' 
-~ 

' . • ! ~; 

,;;;~:fft~}},~ . 



sequently obtained by"t.he Boa~d.from the JDC, 
(lirgram No. A-835 :to Hava.na dated May 22)·. 

. . . .. .- .. '-. -~ ', . _"1f-· . • -.-- ·:' : r > .'_ ' ... _- _-. __ . : ,-;:· ._,. ·, .:_ ·! ·,_ . , 

According to a ·report from Minister Harrison· in Bern~· ,u.-~ ... '"'"''"""'·'i· 
"';.;.'i: .. ,:. Governme11t, in response to an inquiry from. the Vatican; 

;.., ·.i;<· passports· issued in her 'name to Jews. in German-held terri-r.n-ru· ,.,.,, 
• • .:·,: ->> recognized.by Cuba"if Great·Britain'and the United States 

;,:·',:,"L.·~~. :~·-.• ;J,!~-.;~ .. :·,··~~~.·.;.:.·_ .. : (Cable No. 2282 from Bern'• dated April 13; see VI F ..;: 11 . J:\I~C(JgriJ.~~J.cln,'-
.· •: . :;;.:, Latin Am~r~can Passports, :and attachinent #8 thereto)"·~·. · 
f. :m~;l)~f.~i.-. in Havana was. therefore proroptly~ins:t,ruct.ed· to< convey ~o .. 
. ::·;:,.;q;m.H · ·. authori tie_~··.this ~oyerilnient' s .aa5urance tl!at it had no .. obj ecti·on-:;:~:;i:,if·<~ub 
·i;"i· ~:''/)\'if· recognition of such documents· (l'drgram No. A-738 to Havaria 
:·:. · .... _"'~;:~:~A.t', . · .... .'~: ~ .. · :: .. ·-: · : ... \~~- ·_ ~.~-.:: ·· ·· ·_ · . ·_, · .. ~: ... ·. · _ ,: \ ,_.. ,_._.\ 
;: . · ,;,ii;i>~t} . Ambassador Winant il"1 london was .asked. to. request that. 
:;·· • . i''.··.) : • . assurance. be given•by Great Britaiil·to Cuba (Cable.; No.­
. :. ·./:(.),;'.:~:.dated May 6)"~ :Winant.: subseque_nt.~y reported that :the .. 

. ';:\ ;)•' Havana had. been'instrU.cted:to extend. such assurance (Cable, 

l.

'··,·.:.: ___ -_:.:_;·.•.·•·_ .. ·.·.·.··_:~.,·· .• -:_••~-·-·~~:_':._:•_.~ .• :·:·:,_·_.·~.".1 __ ·.•· ~:~a~~~~~;~~~~~.:~~~~::t~;~::,::: ·' _ ,_ . in. the Western Hemisphere of. internees in Axis· territory nu.Lu.Lug 

Americanpassports and papers. '' 

..... 

~· 

' According to a later· report" from the u.s. 
Ministry of State indicated that it had been apj:l:t~·oached on· 
:the Netherlands Embassy inTiashington.rather than by the 
its answer was that the question. of the validity of passports ·.L::;::RLeLl, 

name of Cuba would not be raised by the Cuban Governrnent . for ·the. "'' .... ' ,.,._., "'" 
If the German Government should ma.ke an issue of the fact that·cert.ain 
these passports v1ere improperly issued, however, it v1as ·reported . that the 
Cuban Government would be "unable11 _ to extend i"!;s protect:j_on •.. 

No categorical ~nswer. regarding the· possible· eve.zitual.-:·• LDDn:LigTll"G:LO:tl. '"9.->!!'i: 
Cuba of bearers of. illegal passports .appears to have.' been> 
Netherlands Embassy. ..\i;.ccording to the Embassy's- report, 
Vlill·defer ·solution of tl}.is· problem until. the. persons: . 
enemy territory (Airgram No •. A-968 .. from Havana dated 

The Boa~d ·in' turn c~~~~~~~~':.i;~· ~~ildeh i is~ d~~cE.rn 
that Cuba would be 11unable~1 to. extend. her protection in " 
German Government·· should c!ilillenge ·the validity of ·certain 
issued in her ~me·. Braden .vras · aske.d to. approaCh the. 
again on this score'· as.:well as with: respect to, taldrig~ 

(cont~) · 
'•' .. 
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actio.ns. previously- requested~·) cuban· officials. •mre 
in any exchange· negotiations.'entered' int.o,. it would of' course 
stood that unquestioned citizens-'·!Jf Cuba are to be considered 
Government· as being in a category' :entitled to priority over u"''""~·~··''· 
(llrgram.No. A-84,2-, .. to·Havana datedMay ?2). ,· .. '··~ · ":\:· .. 

-- -· .. <)\·.f: ~·- :; .. :-~~-~~:-~~::~/~~~1/~·:<\(:~ :.:-~-:·.j_ fh~\<:~-~;;:~·;:: <._<·::;-·,>_:-- ... ; :: . ~ :: .. . -,--\ ~ ; . -, 
Braden·later iriformed the'Board'that·he had been'advised 

MinistrY,•: · · · 'with ·:the ).:mbassy1 s repr•es~~ni;at 
the · · · instructed to.· 

to. the>oJoi<uu"" 
.. to: oepo1~1:;e' 



J'• DOMINICAN REPUBLIC. 
-·.-; -,-5. 

··.-. ·~----~~:;:·~-::2. ;_· ' ':':: ~~-
:· . . ,_, · .. ·. . ;{~( .. ":!~·· '! 

.,.''· 

- . . .· : . ... _·; :: : . .-·.~~., .. ii;:·.'-::0:.'.:~·--~·;.· -· .. ::. ;, , .. : .,. ' -~~~-.t~~-r~::·!· -· .-.. ~-~~,. -:\):. 
·. _::,·'\?~~-->~-, ~-- ~--:- I : __ ._';~--.\}?J:;.F\;·~.:~/~;·~_\·._ .. _ -~~;:\-::.<··/.: ~~: ·:- :~ .:· .-~~- L:-. -. 0 

~Prior.~ t? the 'rec-eipt cit: ari, official response from .the uv'"'+'' ...... ~ .. 
, ... , ,. •. _. ___ · · the;. U ~ : S •. Embassy: ;there. reported that ·the, an-U'Al•nn,AncT. 

t:.the .present time)itithout restriction, sucij' 
w" . .UJ'""'.u''"u.:by· Various U.- s·.;organizations ·(Airgram No; ··---<-"r·-<·-~--

-•~;of,•:';/,'i~~.J);:[/N~~·\;. - . - -- . 
, The .Foreigil Office subsequently indicated'•that·. it would 

:~·fully with··theo.wai-_refugee policy of this Government. The United . _ 
·.policy, the· Doininican note asserted,· coincides with- that followed by the· .. 
·.Dominican Government since 1937 when, on the occasion of the Evian Con:-;··:;,:·· 
·.ference, the. Dominican delegation was instructed to 'indicate, that· the ·: · 
~ Dominican~Republic was prepared to receive up to 100,000 European immi,..': 
:grants-;( This policy '\'las put into practice a short time afterward,: ·-, · · 

-....·. accordiiig to the Foreign Office;· with the signing of a contrac·t- with the :·'.:';. r' Association ·for the E:?tablishment of Colonists iiJ the Republic, by v:i.:(.tue . 
,, .... - ...... or which a: great number of refugees are said to have been.:provided >f . . .. 
;'~>/iU:;_~l;' refuge (Dispatch No. 1635 from Ciudad Trujillo'dated Mai'ch 27). ;':;c;} 

·-.. · ., In an e;ffort to induce the latin American republics to,give assur.,... 
ances to Switzerland similar to those given 'b'<J this Goverrum:lrtt'throt!gh· 
its. instructions to U. S, consular officers there' authorizing the ·• · _ 
issuance of up to 4,000 immigration visas to refuge-e children frb'nl.Axis 

. territory, a circular airgram was dispatched to .the U, S. Missionil\in'·i 
h:-r:~';,.;:-·:·the Dominican Republic and other Latin ~ericax;_countries \Vith ;the'· .• ~'.-,:;' 
~~\')~~;~;:·:, r~ques~ ~hat .these governments,be acquamted m.th the facts and aske(l.to:A;,;­
:~~>:rt,t{;.:~;:,~- gne Sl.lllJ.lar assurances to the Swiss Government (see VI D - lf Ev~cpatlon ·: .· .. · 
NY'-~~-::,.,,~·:· ~of Abandoned Children. from-France, and the Circular Airgram dated April<",. 
'!2~) ;iF;;:;,{:;-;,:15 comprising·attachme~t;#4'.thereto). · · · · . : .... ·, 

MJ~)~~SY{~i:-'; Inres;6hs~ to ~e~r~~~~~~ions made by the u, s. Embassy . ' 
.c;:;·:·::~{;;'f''{-Dominican Foreigil Office indicated that it would receive :a minimum 
mL;,:;;r.~t-~::l;ooo refugee children up to 16 years or age and a-maximUm 'or 

~i~i:,. . . CiOnt. ) 



.. , 

their arrival inthe D~~i~a.'n Republic, it was stated th~t ~-i~te., 
stitutions subsidized by the State wollld take care of them (Cable No;; 
from Ciudad Trllji11o dated May 4). . . , . . •.· : :;~'; 

This Gove~ent's sincere. apPreciation .of the Dominican Re~~Jci~i~ 
generous offer.·was promptly _indicated. ;At the- same time the_ u •. -s:;· · :' 
Mission there VIas requested to ascertain.whether or not the' ForeigJ:t.-,v~.~.L'-"'·-'v: 
had instructed its 'mission in Bern to notify the Swiss Government~-_--,_.-···-··._, 

., Dominican offer. In the event that there had been.-no formal · 
cation~ 'the ,Foreign_ Oi'fice:was: to be asked to take :such · 
No. 200 to'Ciudad Trujillo-:dated May 17). - . · -_ .· _, .·.• • 

. ... ~-··:·· ... ;;.-~(;~~](!~;~~~~~- ~-...... _ .. > . '- ,:-: ~1-~~:l.~:?/' ~- J. < ~/;·,:' '/ .- . . .. · .. 
_ Accord:blg·-':to _the Embassy's' respons~-, 'the Foreign. 

;· mally indica:t;ed; that,_ sinc-e(the'Dominican- Reimblic has .no -~L'""'.I.L•ui':.u,,.,, 
. Switzerland;;Cit: is his intention to send a note to :theU~'S,,.l!;nibass:y:,:ir 
the Dominicani:RepUblic requesting that the. Siviss Government be .U.l~'-IL'lllt;U 

::of the Dommican ofi'er through the U. S. Legation in Bern. It _ 
. indicated_ that' the proposed note- would suggest that this · _ _ 
responsibility for the ·actual 'issuance ·of the visas (Cable No~- 240 :from:. 
CiudadTrnjillodatedMarl9).- · · · -.- '''j'·_:r.:,. 

- , ·.:{$~~~IF:.[;,~ 

· .. \-

.-, . 

. ' 



cOOPERATION WITH OTHER GOVERNMENTS: 

' ,;~i1·~~·;~··.' ;,;,,·, .·· ' .... ·.·,, . ..· ·.'. 
: .collllllUilication from: the .rr. S;. Embassy in Ecuador.,_the. Rn,.,.,, ...• _,,;,;.., . .,, 

advised. that . there/are ·no special restrictions in · · 
entry'·of·Jew~ into,:truitcountry on national or religious 
like::all·_other immigrants they are required by law and 
enter for: certain, specified· purpos.es; more particularly, 
agricUltural activities. or activities related to essential 
to be ~echnicians ,. ol:;.to. engage in_pi'ofessions. 

'. "!' ·_{,:--. 

Insofar· as physicallyfit refugees are concerned, it was rep.ort'ed 
that there Would. seem to be opportunities in Ecuador, as in other·',.· 
relatively undeveloped countries of the Americas having land suitable 
for agricultural exploitation. With respect to non-agricultural:refugees, 
the Emhassy's report suggested that it migi).t be,Jireferab],e'to establish 
temporary camps for_ the duration of the war, ma:4ltained' l:iy'· governmental 
or philanthropic ·funds~- · ··· · ··c·.. · ,_:p,~ :_ .. 

·.·} 

The Embassy Is report concluded VIi th the statement that it •woul~ .. :bo 
helpful if this Government ~auld present some concrete plan to·;th€)-'·.';' 
Ecuadorian Government on the subject (Dispatch No~: 1041 fromQUits>' 
February 7) . · · -;. 

···\" 

In an effort to induce the Latin American repttblid~'to'give assur.:. 
ances to Switzerland similar to those given by this Government-. through 
its instructions to rr~· S. consular officers there authorizing the i. ,. : 
issuance of up to 4,000 immigration .visas to refugee children from· AXis 
territory; a circular•'airgrarn was dispatched· to the u~ S •. Missions in:·· 
Ecuador-and other Latin. American countries .with tho request that_these· 
governments be acquainted with the •facts and asked to givo similar · .; . · 
assurances to _the Swiss Government. (see VI D.-. 1, Evacuation of Abandoned 
Children from France; and the Circular Airgram dated April 15 comprising. 
attach!nerit #4 thero~o). :· . .· · · : .• . . . .· , . · · . . · · 

.,.',. 

;(cont.). 
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·' - . - ·: \~ ; ;~ ~ ·_· ~ ... ' . ,., . ., . . . . 
'According to<_a·comnrunication from the U. S~_Embassy in E01aac1or 

this matter uas _referred by the Foreign Minister t~ tho 
President; and'a·docision-was expected momentarily '(Cable 
Quit~ dated May'l3) •• · \:., 

',.·' ,. 

Th~ Board. also asked that the Government ·.of E:quador 
· thr6ugh.•the U. S;.Mission there;. iri an endeavor to secure 
on humanitarian grounds; to take no action;untiLafter the 
cancel/or, otherwise-impair-the effectiveness of' passports 
papers. held by Po_l:tsh,Jews. and: ,othe;r persons' riaw interned 
occupied:,'Europe'; ~.·\;Ecuadorian a.p)?Toval was also .to. be sought 
with' ·this.: !}_overninent•_s · ·approach .. to ·the· German_:,Goverrunent , .. _th:t:o1.Igli;a•ppr,o 
priate:,'chBnnels;,;Yr.Lth, a: view to 'arranging, an exchang<il· ag:afns'h;~!e;r'lliani:(qi: 

· nationals-;'::lli•'th&,. Western· Hemisphere of n_ teJrnEles.~o-h.ol,dillg ·Iati.Ji!{AII!ei':triliil 
·. passpo~t~~arid;;pape~~''(see· yr: F,.;:;;.\1'~~-Recogrii 
ports i 'and:: the attachments cthere..to J. . 

. , .. ;f:,- .:\;~ ~·~:J~. ·. ~-!-; ~·· ·>~:-:·-'·:}:~{-.>,.~t'·~·;__ ·:;-.·~-.: ·;·t;:\*ftt\,;.'>_ .. . -·, , - :-: .' ' ~: -~:;~'!·: ::~:-· .. :::r~ . 
·._' The; Ecuadorian: Minister ·for Foreign Affairs~·, when aoor(Ja,:ne•a 

matter~'/isc s!i.id ;to have referred. to a reply given on March 
BritishMinister- fu response' to a similar inquiry• · In this 
Ecuadorian Government is said- to have stated that: it is not -~~~'""~''" 

·, confirm the.,validity of unauthorized passports, but that~it 
cancel·auch·documentsprior to': the date their.holde:rsreach 

· safety~.:-, Ecuadorian· consUlar• officers , abroad are said to· · · 
advised"of the.Ecuadorian p<isition on this matter. (Dispatch · · 
from Quito .dated Aprill8). ,.::. · · - · , · : • · 

.. ,., .. :· . .- .. ' ·. :.-

. I~' ~as subsequ~ntly reported· that' Ecuador wa~ 
the German Goverriment, through the SWiss Government,· 
rights_ofpersons claiming Ecuadorian nationalitybe 
respect'to the-proposed exchange negotiations, inquiry was made 
course of discussions as to uhat country >muld bear the expense 
exchange. Consul Gantebein indicated to the Foreign ll!inis,ter 
standing that the United.States would bear all of._the e:J(:peJlSG•'·ilnliclfar;:'ils'•,\:.·\0 

· the American republics are concerned (Airgram No•;•·' 
·:May 

1
6) .:, ·.:, > .- :· · . ., .. ,. ,. · ··' · · · 



GOOPERA'l'ION
1
WlTH OTHER GOVERNMENTS: 

; ~ .. ~·:·-,~-~ ._,:~.r, : :-~r ~--

"':;:~~i_;~:,.~.·,·.,i.}_:'>K,:;· •.. r; .. : :-.~::~.' .. ';: .. ·.: ... >: ... ··.;· .· :·~·-. -;_ ... -
.::.:"':t -. ~ ~ :-. ~ \' ' ',' ,. -- -~~-:,~;;~~~~·-··, . .;,. 

~ ..... ~, . . ___ :~.~-.... - ., ..... ~' ' :.~·,,/:·.:,::~ 

·:~~t ·- ·· J ;j:t~,:\ _ ._<;n;:.~\~;,·': "::i.t~¥;~}f{~:;·_:)~~:;,":;:.;;);t~~i;. :, ::: 
~f ''J V ··.·.· .: The: Isr~~li te 'Co~ity.';i'_: El -S~l vader,. "-". :r._.nrnTn" 
.:/"L 'J/:~~t1 

: :; Ambassador ,:Thurston:,-. has . indicated. ~ ts wiHingness ·. ,.,n,..,.,.,.i, .. 
~~~.ick;r;:',\J:(:; Jewish refugees o:r. any. nationality: until: they become. .:r-·sulsc:almng:·i:{i:i,i: 
';f~;:~}/¥:~~\:\ Governmezrt·:· of El . Salvador is·: r~llortec}, to have expressed· "· vinria1hh,rif'<">r 
;j:~,_~f7Jli.''.' cause but . .to .have st~ted that" popular antipathy and. dense 
.:;~''i5:'::fi~f<' "caused. it••t6 impose'certain restrictions sharply:linu:cing'. 
·:•- _;::;:.•' · immigrants.admi~tedto ,that coimtry.•. The possibility of. a 
:;f ' { .. :' the refugee ':Problem at a forthcoining- Cabinet. meeting in El.-m I Vl'ln{JI'''TIH 

·'': · .. _. ).,~> noted (Dispatch·No.l230 .dated February 2). :.\ ···.·,: :· << .. ··.·:·., ".,,,,, 

r~·g' ~=~.~~~i!-;~hr~~~i:mt~: 
in each mi.se, of certain aged Jeus closely related to. --~····-~-•o· no.Vlnf!c/:o·.~".',,,:;;; 
resided in El Salvador for ten years or more and able· .tcr.:filj.ppcirt\il;liieirii;'\; 
This arrangement is· also said'to include children .-w .• uo,L;;_.u'-''"·" 

gu!ll'dianship or charge of immigrant Jeus. Certain refugee n~na'"""'':·,. 
technicians are also reportedly permitted entry(Dispatch N~. 
San Salvador dated February 8). · · · · 

In an effort to induce the latin .American republics to gi 
imces· to Switzerland similar to those given by this GoverruJi.ent 
its instructions to U. S. consular. officers there.;authorizing·th.e.::·:i<i.':/?,, 

issuance of up to 4,000· i.Iimugratiori visas •to rei\igee':childi>ert . 
. ter:t'itoryt a CircUlar airgram•WUS• dispatched to ·,the U; s:.'MiS«,lOl"F'lJCI·> 

· El Salvador: and. other<Lat:i.n·.Amedcan countries V[ith thereoues,i;·'•.i;hiict;=::;'c{'=iti; 
. these governments be. acquainted :with': the: facts .. and . asked 
assurances- to the. Swiss Government (see VI D - .1, .. · _· ··. 
Children from France, and the .Circular Airgram dat~~·April 
attachment.<,#~ thereto). · . · .. ,. ,·,, :.•.;::.:,: '-:: ... · :~ 

El Salvador in t=n expressed. sympathy with· the :Board's. 
this respect and indicated that it woUld be willing to' accept .. o_ ........ v.~· 
mately .100 children; Inquiry. was ma4e~ howeverj ,as to whether: 

' (cont.) 



:I 

of constructing a suitabie building and other maintenance' expeJlscJs 
be borne b~the Board (Dispatch No. 1531 from San · 

. <'::·:..:·.~t~·.: : ..... :· .... :~ .. · -~- . -.·· ': ;'. 
The Board also asked that the Government of El SalVador . 

through I the·. u. ,s •. Mission there' in an endeavor to. secure i 
on h\.urianitarian grounds'; .'to: take no. action until ;~ter, the· 

·' -· cancei,··or otherwise impair'the ef.fectiveness .of passports' 

:_: __ ;·._.,':~_.·.:; __ '_._·'~tfti~.-.. ~.; .. __ -,·,:i·;·.:····;·.'· __ ·.·•.···. ·· ~:~:~~~~~~~~rol~~h s;~~:;~~!~:~:~sons. now. ~!e~-~~d · 
. ·:. . tion w:ltJ:i this Governm,en;t:,s.i,approach to.· .. 

appropria~e·; chaririels, ·:. wi th,~a, view . to . an.\e.xclil!ll~gE3''llg~t:iJ1t~ 
nationals·.\ in·. the.' Western :;Hernia 
:passpor_ta::~d;',papers: {see; yr· . 
. ports, . and;i'<the.·'· . : . 

.' . :·;·::':t;/~.:~~/-~~-~-0 ...... :_:·._. • __ ·_I· ~-' 
Ambassador .Thurston ;subs 

ter for Foreign Affairs;•has reported havilig auc:u:e•ss••a·, 
Spanish. Minister ·there in support: of proposed ex·ch~m~;Ei ,·negp·tilitj:iJn:s,' 
Germany and :with respect to the.-'. Protection in 
holding passports . issued .• in the 'name of El· :-;, '""'rt~,.,., ... "·'''h~ ;;;J:,anlsltblitt 
is said:to have acknowledged'receipt o.fthis· 
stimably been duly. informed (Airgram No,· A-:186 :z.rcJm•uSil•ua.t.,,a~oz:,,u<Ol. 
May 3) · · · · .: ... _.. · · · · 

j 

:·,;. J 



:HAITI 
~·· .. , -. '·r-·· 

;;·~!;~J~ .. ·. . •. . ([;f~~,~~~~\;fui;J;:;')i;~i,)f~,~~;, .•.•. 
. ,_, .• ,,y_.,,, ... , .. ,,.,.. . . .In replies.\.to the Board·'s<odginal circular.airgr.ani: 

:J';-'\!(ii~~-ri;:~.: ,: ·=a~:~f~i~~~~e~~a!~! .~:~~=:~~:=~~~~·t1:ea;ft!t. 
· :•, ).t:';;.~,~·:>, to the Committee·.;~· President·-Lescot• is said· .torhaye. turned·"'""'·"'"" 
· ·-~,;· ·/ ... '.;',".' ,r • most. of which'represents .th~ proceeds· from a showillg:, of~ a: 

> •:'·'·'''··. · President·:r.es(1ot 1s Visit' last<, fall 'to Canada~. the. United· 
'·' · :<:>.::- . Cuba, At: its first meeting on'February 7 the, Coimri.ittee; is -o-~•·+,,,., .. 
.. , ... /_> .. ·· .. :_ ..• _:···:., .. ·.·,.. not oniy. to:have·· endorsed the: '6bjectives of this, ·· · · 

.·.; ... · to refugees~:but also to have• voted'· to .obtain'f~ds: bY; a 
;· · ··· '..: lottery for $10,000 and. by a ·special issue of.. .. · , 
';;}.r' stamps. 'It wasreportedthat monies obtained in these 
: 'J., "·' ~·, devoted to 'refUgee projects, perhaps ··through. t]1e. United 

Relief Fund. . ' :(• · · •· · 

According· to Wh:!, tei, 
· Jews as such iri.to• Haiti.. 

In ·.a·subsequont' message to White' .th~Board asked-thaAmba:3S.~Ic:lc•±: .• 
convey; to President Lescot· the Board 1 13 ,satisfaction· )lpon· • "'"u'n'n" 
his plans.. The Board indicated .that, while it is· aware· 

· .. · possibiHties· .i.i:t Haiti for evacuations to that cotintry~ r.te,rer·tbtel.ess•;:,;:'~ 
. it is hopoful that at least a small ntinibor of refugees cim 'be; 
by that Republic. (Cable No. 104: to P6rt;..uu-Prince ,dated March 2'7); · · 

- ' ' ' -• '- · .. ' ', • I , .. .· , .'i r .. ,',. , -· .·.r ', ' ' t_, • .• '- , ' •• ·:;·~.:-. 

·(ccint.) 



·. Ch~ge· d I Affaixcs 'Chapin. subsequently reported that a . 
was received from President Lescot with respect to Haitian nnnner:a.t·ior·L•:<c.Y;•.\' 
infWa.r refugee matters.· ,Lescot pointed out that; contrary· tor n:r'e'ITi<m~r·•:!-·);"··c.: 
reports, it was his intention that Haiti's contribution- in 
of: profits .from the state lottery·- ·be made available to the.Na.ti•Dnl~.: 
War E).md, United Nations. Relief Wing,, rather than to .the War Refu,ge~~";t 
Board. Lescot indicated, however; that 'the Haitian Govejrruner.tt 
looking into the possibility 0~ organizirig through the loi;terv ... ·~·.\ 
a. special :draWing:, .from which all· profits· would be_. 
Board (Dispatch Na~. 271Q· from.Part"'au-Prince dat·ed · 

~·:'·,': . ,~;·:';":: ... _1·;-~---~--~ ... i<:: \ .. . - . :.·. <~-~ _:;· ,_(· ... '~;.: ,,!':. · . . ; .. ~•::J ~··-i j~: >" 
. The Board subs;CJ.u~ni\Y: asked that Arilbas~ado'ro' whi 

. Haitian Go:verrunerit .. in .·an . endeavor .. to secure its · · 
tar ian fi:rolind~ 1 t?' ~aka no: a ct~On:{pntil arter the . · 
or otherwise :unpa:u:::, the effect1.veness ·of passports, cu:lu.'··'"o'"'H.u<..,·;; 
held by Polish Jews and :other persons. novr interri~(f' 

. Europe~· Haitian approval was' also• to be sought. in." :o_n_nBil>l.:LOn 

Government 
1 
s approach .to the German .. Government;··.~thr_ougli i:l.nor<Jm~ia.te 

channels·, 'with a view to arranging:an·, exchange. against Gt)rnian m•.v ... ·vu,..,,~''"'' 
in the Western Hemisphere·or internces_holding Latin American n~~~-M~•T.<:.:~• 
and papers (see VI F - 1, Recognitiqn of Latin· American Pas' , 
~he attachments thereto}. · · · · 

. ~· - '· ' - . 
According to Embass~rep~ts, the Haltian. 

approached, t~ok a negative positio~ with res 
the Haitian Government-of the-validity 
of that country~ Blariket approval of ou·tsi;ahidi:ng do,cUJmerrts 
contended, .. might'prejudice later bona' fide cases 
and A-248 from Port-au-Prince dated May 3 :and 4). · 

As a result of repeated representations, however, 'th~: .. . . 
Minister for Foreign Affairs proposed that this Government transinii;_ 
the Spanish Government, in support of u. s. represeJ:ltations 

that the Germans in. turn be asked to:.accord all persons' ... :{~i-~:.~~~i2;~~;m~~t;~W::',i}, passports the rights· of Haitian nationals untn:.the·_ -r A_< n:ie~irot. 
Haitiah .Goverrunent of· a:,report on., the validity ,of' the.: .. · _· . . , 
question (Airgram ·No •. A:-:286 from Po.:r:t,.,au-Princeda~~d;May' :24}.·. 

, ____ ! ..... -·l 

In response to'·this reiport, 'the Board'·has fhdidat_ed 
zerland is thil·protecting power'· of. Haitian interests··m · 
the Haitian approach shoUld be made through SW:itzeritind. 
through S.IJain; , ' ·, ' • .. · ',·· .. ..- _' .: · " ', : , .. -...·: 

(.>'·--· 
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• The u.Ls. Embassy'in,-lfonduras l~as ;eport~d;_tci'the.l3darcL+h.~+··+-•·~ 
innigration' of' Jews .into.· Honduras --is :not encotiraged because 
experiences .?rith Negro.s,''Syrians, ·and· other .nincompatiblell. g:z::oups ;The 
Embassy indicated that .. it preferred to rualce no official requests;•,tci•the·. 
Hondura!l: Government pending clarification of State Is. airgram .or··,_,, ... ·:;'./;: 
January 26/particularly as to·'the· extent to which the United States· • · 
expects'to· admit refugees, how much is expected in the way of· 
outlay'~ .imd 'just: :what cooperation is sought. (Airgrani No, A-38 dated 
February I)·~ · · ,.. · · · · 

.. A circuia~.airgram dispatched to the u, s. Missions 
and other Latin American countries partia1;t.y ansi1ered 
In an effort to induce. the Latin American~republics · 
to Switzerland similar. to those given by this 
instructions to U.s. consular officers there 
of up to'41 000 immigration visas.to refugee children 
these governments were acquainted with the facts and 
assurances to the Suiss Government (see VI D - 1, Eva.cuatipn 
Children from France, and the Circular Aireram dated ApriL15 
attachment #4 thereto). · · · 

. . --~ :; . ~:_, ~·-r.-:/· _-.:·;. 
The U. s. Embassy in Honduras in turn r~portedthat th.~' w;,t,t~r:,1J~d/.:;.; 

been discussed Ylith the Minister for Foreign_Affairs, who: appeared::to be·· 
sympathetic· to the suggestion. Consul Faust indicated his belief:.tha.t' · · 
the Honduran. Government could. probably be persuaded to. ac6e'pt a'few' · 
refugee children -on the. basis of an adequate financial guarantee . .'··.·' 
(Airgram No;_ Jl.-163 from. Tegucigalpa dated ·April·, 45). · .. · . < ··~< · 

In a subsequent c~~unication fromE6~d~ra~\he Bo~rd. 'wa~ a:d~{:~~ . ·. 
that President Carias appeared willing for Honduras to· rec:eive, a' marl:. • 
mum of 56 children, Acceptance of these chilctren·;\"Toul(l· be qn COJ1dition 
that. all transportation. and maintenance expense~ woul~ be.·. met; bY:: 9ther .. 

· · (cont.) ' . •' ·..-.: '''-•' 
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than: H~nduran agencies.''. Inas~uc~ as Honduras has no<diplomatirior·rcnn..;,i·:•:,,.,."lr;, 
sular representa t;l:ves in Bwi tzerla11d, the Board rras · requested to: .sl.tg~(e~;:r,;.,;.. 
some .practicable form of' visa procedure. ·. Clarif'ication was also·:,· •en"""'"~"·' 
as to whether the.· children would be expected t() remain in no•nuuras· . .o:~·;i'l"' 
would: be. returned .to·. their countries of' origin_· after·, the · 
No. A-165 from TegUcigalpa dated April 27). ··<1;: 

' ' ·.:: -- .... :\··\;-:···:,- .•.•. ·_:_.- _;> .. :· " •. 1_.... ··: 
· ·The Government· of Honduras was also~ approached, '"_u,·n"""' 

Mission there,·. in ·an endeavor to secure its agreemE')nt;>pn ucw"'u'-L·"''-' 
. grourid.S:j . to take . rio:;, action until after· the . \7ar to . . 

otherwise' impair: ,the. 'effectiVeneSS· Of paSSports< or COllolLJ.<U: 

held. by>Polish. J evrs. 'and· other persons now· interned in 'en.emy-oc·cu:pi(~d 
. Europe.;i 'At the sainei•.time }ionduran suppor.t. was to be 
·· tion .with' -!:his.· Gove!11ment 's .· app:toach. to the .. German Gn.vern.mc:nt 
·appropriate channels·, ,with a view to: arranging im "'·""·h,.,n,.,~. 
German:' nationals, inr the 'ITestern;:lfelnisphere• of' internees: no.LUJIJig 
American, passport&• and .paper.s .(see VI F - ·1, Recogni tioh' nT· .. ,,,-r.u•: 

American Passports,:- and 'the attacliments thereto) •. •. ·; •.:t,'' < 

· , > •. ;±~~;esponse ::i~:ih~~ 'app~;~;~·.~h~· Hon~uran. ~ov~;nmr~r- .... ,·.····•·"··:·:·''·' 

cooperation in connection with the projected exchange~·. ·nu•HUUL'""'' 

agreeci to approach the GerlllEU1s~ :through the. protecting povrer, · 
demancl:·that'·the ·rights of internees holding Honduran ·o· asJsoc)r1;s 
claiming citizenship on' the. basis' of consular ' esp(jqt.ed::) :-~~' 
(Cable No. 127 from Tegucigalpa dated .April 25;:see. attachrnerrt·· 
VI F.·": 1) •. · · · .. ,, . •> .' "'"'''·"' '·'"'•"·:·····, 

\n-the 'course of conve;~~ti;ns leading to tl~os~·~dccisions; 
Honduran Minister for Foreign Affairs is said to have indicated .th,.<.:t·'-'"'·"";···>. 
nhile no inquiries concerning the validity of passports.· ha<i 
ceived from the Spanish Government, he proposed to ignore 
inquiries as might la'ter be received (Cable No. 127 from .~.ui'\u.,.,.~.""-'-~"'«c 
B-ated April 26). Since the Board. believes that• ignoring 
might lead Spail'l t~ give Germany misleading information · 
to the Honduran attitude, Ambassador Frost' has boon · ' 
gest that in case· of inquiries by Spain, the· Spanish: 
be informed of the substance· of' the Honduran· notes. to. 
on tho matter (Airgrain No • .A-100,.to Tcgucigalpa·.dated, 

-:' {-~· .<.:/' . -' . . :.~.'~. ,.,. 
. ', ;-J ,-:·: ·;_. . .. -.·-.;~ . 

,: '~ . ·, . ' ~ 

_·,;;z~~kJJf,,;. ;, ,;, "}. %~~1~rt)~[k).;);L;;(,)!~V:~J&:;£~;~ti~.fii.:\~~fl( 



LATTI! ALIERICAN 
·,·.· 

;~--

. MEXICO 

:::-· 
' i .·: . ~- ,. '; • 

. ;:· .. , :· .. ~ ... ,:/·.,~.;rri(s:· ... ·;'_::;. ··· ..... 
.., Ambassiul.or Me~sers~ith~::in o~tiini~g>the ·p;ssible Mex:i.ciui RT.Ll_l"UClA'•: 

with respect.to·the;lre.sctie.!lnd~relie:r.of,refugees, reported·tci• 
the substance o:r ·certain discussions with a:.spokesniari for the·"'"'"':-\·""'"····;;,, 
Ministry> for Foreign~Affairs (Dispatches No. 15,.781 and,l6,0ll 
City dated. February G·arid February 18). So faJ;'. as the question o;r,•Metxi.cru~;' 
hospitality to Jews.•is.,concerned,., Messersmith reported that 
particular problem' there, Mexico h~ving afforded refuge to 
of refugees without•question,as.to their religion.· Messersmith--·--·····--·· .. 
ever,. that while Mexico is entirely iri s;impathy with its proposea · 
ties, it probably would be,unable· to take· any active part in ._T.n,,. .. ,r.T'<m"-

portation' of refugees ~to this: continent to assume any ty,, 
the mai:(ltenance of. such refugees in Mexico. Mes'sersmith pointed,.()ut· in. 
this connection that-Mexico is aiready affording hospitality to large · 
groups of Spanish refugees, as we·lJ., :as to large numbers of::'other. 
from Europe, many of them Jews,·in addition to cooperating in · 
ment in Mexico of approximately 1500 Polish r.efugees •. It was 
marked that Mexico is stinting herself in order to make her 
contribution to·UNRRA., despite the fact'that large sectionsof 
Mexican population are themselves in an impoverished, condition<,' ;· 

. ·, '.-- .. •·. 

A subsequent report from Messersmith stated that he had learned 
through the Polish l.1inister that 489 .Polish refugees are soon to bo · 
brought to Mexico from India. Messersmith repeated his previous: · · 
mendation that no more refugees be . brought to Mexico (Cable No: 
from M~xico City dated Aprill). ~.. · 

In an effort to induce the Latin American republl{:s 
surances to Switzerland similar to :those ,given by this Government·. 
through its instructions. to u.' s.· consulru:: office'rs .there 

_the issuance of up .to 4,000 imniigration vit'las to refugoa 
Axis territory, a circular airgram ·was dispatched. to ··the U •. S; '"'·L'""'.l."'""" 
in Mexico and other Latin·Ameri~an countries with the ,request . 
these governments bo acquf!.inted:.with the facts and. asked .to· :give·:o.._..,.._.._..,,. 



.:'. 

·--·· .... 
·., __ _ 

assuranc-es to the Swiss Government (see VI D - 1, ·Evacuation of Aban~· 
doned Children from France; and the CircUlar Airgrrun· dated April· 15 
comprising attachment #4 thereto). 

Ambassador Messersmith in .. turn reported from Mexico-City that, . 
order to secure anything like· a favorable receptimi toward the sugges 

. that Mexico give such guarantees to·the' Swiss Government·,. 11it Ylill. 

· necessary' to prepare . the . grotind carefully in the Mexican Go·Ve•rncmEJ•nt 
among the highEJstofficials. 11 Messersmith indicated his 
no immediate reaction: from the Mexican Government ·could be..:<'>Y1n<>t•"t.c•rt" 

.. ,. :this matter (unnumberecf airgram fr.om Mexico City dated April 25,_ •. ,, .. _._.._,,_,_., 
~-i ' ... _ ... :·;<.·'.:.,;:: _._.'· .. "' ... ·.':<·~i·:t·~~ .. :~:t ~:: . ·. ,: .. ~-~-: ·:;·<-~:.. . ' :· .·:·.-.- ... ·=.·.\ ;-··-~-::- .:-... _:~·:_··. 
. . .. In: a later dispa,tch Messersmith reported that, as: of. 

· ·official reply had yet been received. from the r.qex:i.cm:i .Foreign, 
responsei to the Embassy's memorandum of March 24 soliciting;. in gc:.~·'"'·L.".a.l-;;:.;-~;,:-;:: 
terms·, Mexican coopiirat.ion.·in war<refugee. matters. . · 
dicatod his reluctance,to approach-the Mexican Govornroent;with 
for affirmative·_ collaboration. beyond tho issuance of a ·general de•cl:ax·a~/.):''-' 

· tion on refugee policy., , : :, -

'iiith respect to the Board's efforts to induce. ",the various ".L"T.,_n.· 

American coUntries to guarantee.visas for child refugees, 
stated that hE)._had not approached the Mexican Government bc<3aU!Se . 

. feared that tlic answer . to such a proposal "made in,. this way. at 
uould be negative. Messersmith based this fear on an 

sation with tho Minister of Foreign Relations, on the J:l~,~~-~-~~~~~r;~~;5,~t;;~~~tj.­
in nhich the Mexican Government was said to be at tho moment, 
was described· as personal knowledge_of _the lack.of facilities 
accommodation of such children. 

Messersmith concluded vrith the 
arc concerned, the lliexican Govorn!'lont is not in 
rate for tho present" and reiterated his belief 
visable to urge any specific moasliros on Mexico 
from Uox:i.co City dated April 2.7). 

·~· .. '!:., 

·.;, 

-_·,_ ' .. 

. ~ ' 



COOPEP.ATION WITH OTHER GOVERN~;iENTS: · LATIN ABERICAN 

.¥'., 

~ICARAGUA . · 

:. ,;·;y·,;~:L . v-. :~:;-:;,;}-.:::· .. : 
. . . .,·: ·<-··.:·:.: (._ :-- · ... . :::.·.' 

, 1 , "< ,.. The Nicaraguan. 'Government; according to a r~p~~t to, 
, .:){{::.Charge .d1 Affairos Finley of' the; U ,. S •. Embassy ill' NicaragUa, 
'~r:,··~Jjj/1\;' that "it will: parmi t the entry of war· refugees undcrr .tho' s · 
!(":~rt>r/· .as tho United States and .in a. number proportionate, to, the. 
·. ··.·.):,\::·'.;···both countries 11 · (Airgram· No, . A-85 from 1:ianagUa, dated l''ADruarv 

:.:~)tr:i~~::X : In a:later. co~~aiio~ Finle; advised th~t uhilq no. 

~;:~~· ~ ~:~·~ :~· ·:~ .> 

[¥(·~ 
entertained there .as to .the sincori ty, of tho NicaragUan .r!n,,rn.~n.m~,,+ 
with respect. to .refugees, i.mder'the conditions named, tcc\lnicaJ, . 
cultics could uell prevent ·tho arrival of any ·considerabl~ numbo:l\of;· 

.·persons i!l, .. jjiqaragua. After discussing this subject further with·thc,:: 
NicaragUart<'ForeignOffico~ Finley advised that inf9rmation · · · 

:regarding .the practical steps envisaged by the Boar.d,. to 
mont's policy into effect, including data regarding the. nr·ol:ia'tll.cl~rtbiilbEl!<\'.,,;l·· 
of parsons to be received by the United States,. + .. ,..,,...,,,,,.,.f:,+.·; nn 
available, tho time of the expected evacuations, 'the ria 
refugees, · etc. Tii th rcforonco to tho probability of the Hj,c8ll'illgtlart:i. 
Government's issuing a public statement on tho subject, Finley 
admittedly without having explored tho sit,uation -- that ombaras 
might rosult from requesting that such. a statomont bo made.. A 
anti-Semitic incident, as tho result of' nhich a Palestinian 
assaulted an Axis Sympathizer, had been roundly \'lobated in· thiJ•.JU<)al:aEffiaill'.' 
press and, as a .result, anti-.Jowish.sontimcnts wore. 
It nas suggested that because of the peculiar ,..,,..,.,.,,,r."''" 
be placed upon any of'ficial'doclaration at.this. 
a statement VJOuld have little chanco· of' 
l1IanagUa dated .March 6) • ·:: ....... ,. 

In an effort to ind~.~o 't~~. La til\ America; ro~~~lics ':to g:i. 
surancos to Sl'li tzcrlanil· similar· to those. gi von by :this Govbrnmont·,+h..-n.i>n·h 
·its instructions to: u, s. consular officers thoro authorizing tho'.~ ,,,.,.,y,~" 
of up to · 4, 000 immigration visas to rofugoo child ron froni .Axis tm:ritor:".f 
a circularai:rgram \'las dispatched to the t!• S, Missions: iri Nica~a~a: kmd 

( co~t,;) <.': 



.. · 
[_,' 

.·· ._. 

';~''(·' 

other: Latin.Ameriqan countries with the request,. that these gove.mmeJilt·s 
be acquainted with the facts and asked to give similar assurancea,to'the 
Swiss Government (see VI D - 1, Evacuation of Abandoned C_hildren froni · /:, · 
France, arid the Circular Airgram dated.April 15 comprising attachment: 
#4thereto) •. ;,:_:',' __ .,,-0::. .· _-. ·- · 

·, :~ 

·The U. S. Einba;~y- in Managua subsequently advised the BoS:ci .th~ 
a result-of the ·representations made, theNicaraguan.Consul in.Berri 
authorized by his GoVernment to grant visas to 100 refugee · 
out regard for natioriality or religion, and to k~ep these . 
until ,triinsportatiori.,to Nicaragua becomes available· (Cable 
Managui:t'dated May. 5}~.: .. . · · 

: ,~~,~.u·.~;';.·~i·:':. :- . :·i~ ~:~:~~:.:,~·~?·:;·~:.\i·:::.r .::' .. ,· - ;,- - - . - . ._·,: _: . , .. ··, . , 
.: -The.· Board ·.also:·asked that the· Government. of Nicaragua be ·appr1::1ac:he•d 

thl-ough·: the. U. ·_s.)Mission there;· in an endeavor to secure its· a' greeme:tlt.;·~~: 
on humaiii tariari.. grounds,'. to taka, !10 action until after the .war 
canpe11:\or otherwise impair the:effectiveness orpassports or."corisulill-.' · 
papers ·held by Polish''Jews and other persons now interned. in · · · ··. : ... _ 
occupied Europe.· N~caraguan approval was. also to be sought in."_;... •. n_·n·,o,·r.,Hi>n'·"· 
with this Governme·nt•s. approach-to the German Government, .through· 
priate channels, :with a view to;~arrangi11..g an exchange agains.t:German _ . 
nationals in the Western Hemisphere of internees holding. Latin· American 
paSSlJOrts and papers: (s.ee VI F - 1~ Recognition of r..a __ t_in.·Al)le.ric_Bf. p. as.·s 
ports, andthe attachments thereto}. · ... ' •· •. -'.'·•,:o,··::-: 

· . The Board was. subsequentlY,:advised of a statement 
Foreign Minister• to··tho effect· that between 125. and .. 15;0_·:tfers'On:f:ir 
pied Europe are believed to .have obtained . t,;,:.f',rlliidr!:::~!'i.·,·,,rc 
lently. It was also reported truit the practice of the 
mont had generally been to decline to confirm the validity 
documents when questions were· asked by the German · · · 
protecting power. The Foreign ~.!inister was reported to 
hovrever, to discuss \'lith the President of Ni0aragua the· 
approaching the Germans through the Swiss with. a :rfl·nllcos-c 
terests .of all bearers of Nicaraguan passports be' 
Foreign Minister is said to have' expressed• his· belief, 
v10uld agree to such,·an approach. V1ith. respect t'o · A'X··r.n;m"'" 

it was indicated .tha(in~smuch as· Nicaragua would11ot be 
physically to admit any of the ho],ders, of. SUch travel do· CUl'llelltS 
Nicaraguan President would also probably support this Gove:rntnertt 
negotiations for. such an. exchange (Dispatch No. 2137 from 
April 17) • · ,_ .':. ' : ,;: · . . · .. : I;>: .,·,;:~;: .: 

•( . ·. __ . 

According tci a 'subsequent·airgram from theU, S" 
the .N:icf!raguan· Foroigrl. Office has .listed certain oi. ,. 

. (cont.) 
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~ > ': : 

.. ;·:::/f.\. 

"o:;~~tti~:~', .. 
. P~k·~~~ · Go.;,ernment · reported:: by\~e 'U;. s .. Em bas 
'. experie'nced .• considers ble difficulty with Jewish . refUgees 

R.nmrr.T.••n. becaUsekof the competition:"with ·established .. busineases, 
and .the. Govertiment are reported to be' l.!risymp~thetic ,to. . .... :. . ..c·.·,,,,. .. ,. 

take·'ori.anyniorEi at tl:iis.:·tinie. j,t present a:.strict decree' 
from· ·a:u enemy' or 'eriemy-occ)lpied ·.territory~. ;, Gharge: d '= . .u·, ,_u-.,o;-.. · 

suggested'the likelihood that;,only persons. capable of·and agree-· 
to the opening of' new agricult'urai terri tory would, be acceptable 
that it would be impolitic to exert pressure f()r any.other 

. time '(Dispatch No. 5133. dated February 4). '·. · .. · ·· 
:·-;:·;.~·'1_:·-·· ' ) 

.. ; : •: A.memorandum from the Panaroaniii~ Foreign'Offic~ 
~ .. ·.:)(transmitted by the· Embassy in ·connection with ""~.-· ""--,...~ 
: .~;i';~;:i.':'·cooperate with.·this Government in'·wl;lr refugee· this···miem•n·~m.·~:+.~ 
.:':'(::·'{Cdum·.the. Ministry of Foreign Relations ·indicated 
,., .. ·,•.'·~< "11decided cooperation" to the realization· of 'the. 

the Board's uo'rk (Dispatch No. 5166 froni Panama. 

In an effort to induce the Latin American republics 
.-to Switzerland similar to those given by this Govern!iient .· cu,,-u,Llg•r•<:·'-"'"·' 

: '· · <' structions to u. s. consular officers there authorizing the 
iJrM;i'~J:.up to 4,000 immigration visas to· refugee .children. · AXis,+o,.,.·;+.r'"'~" 
~J\Wb'/\,/circular aifgram was dispatched to the U; S.:. .,-,,r.h,,,..,, 
l;~~1_/;:';L~tin Anierican countr:les 1'1ith the request that these .7overnments 
'J~~;:.)i,~; quainted vii th -the .facts and asked 'to ;giv:e simi,lar.·'< • .,., UI'an'"""· 
;{:'f/(~>~:;iGovernmen~ (see: VI:D ,. 1, Evacuati~n. of Aband?n~d. ·"'.'·""'"'u·•'"'" 
;r:!:k:.~.\''·e,nd · the Cucular·.Augram ·.dated· Apnl·l!) comprJ.sJ.ng . ltl!;,' .'?>: . . ... . . .. ' .•.. 
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,·1,-~~~~i~t'fy';t~il~::,::fl, .... • .. 
ThE! ·u .. 'S~ Embassy.'·.iri' Pa:raguay was informed by 

· meht 'thai :it'. :i.e_ ,;.nx:ious:' ~to acc:>pt. such .~ef'):tgees as ,";.;oul<the .. , ::ttt"lli'isclii:c 
open up new agriculiiural::l.and;:~, ·according to. a repcirt··;to,'the 

.. _·,_' 

· Ambassador·,Frost (Air gram No~ A-45 from Asuncion date'd li.,.,. hY',,;,;, • .;,r• 
. . . -' later message: stated that.•: the col6D.izati6ri and immigration ' ' ,' 

t'SJJf\F!·:!''::.,-~, ·,guay are in':the hands of.'·the Minist~r of Agr.iculturelwh6,. .turni·'"'·"·-·•·····'" 
' ,' referred the .problem·.to the Coordinator's Food Project;' supervised 

. American experts •. Definite.recommendatiotis·.are expected .. shortly · · 
,: ' will serVe as a basis for· Paraguay's position on the;·re;('ugee · nrnoc"m 
·. gram No •. A-8~ fr.om .(i.suncion dated March 11). : , ·. · .:·,.::•· •·.:>":. :C•:-::::-::.,,.:•::::::,':.•.·: 

...... ~.. • •• ~- • - 0 ~- •• ·-- ·::O:.t-;·... . . . -~-. ,.:. ',;·;:, :' • - ·-

. . In a'd<e.tfo;t to in~uce the 
"to Switzerland similar to those given by this 

structions. to '·U. ,S. consular officers there auth<or:iz:lru!::1;hel. i.;'lsuartce 
up to 4,000 immigration visas to refugee children 
circular airgram was dispatched to the u.··s. 
Latin berican countries with the request that .these ,.,;,,,:..;.,.,,,;.;,-;+:, 
quainted with the facts and asked to give similar a 
Government (see VI D - 1, Evacuation of Abandoned Children 

' · · the Circular Airgram dated April 15 comprising attachment, :., ·-'\.· ,· . - -:. 

~.:_(·.··&_ .• :,··~.' : The Board also asked. that the 'Government of p~'a_~y he "nnr<,ac,nF!U 
.•. through the u. s. Embassy·there, in an endeavor to.sec1JI"e :j_tt'l_· agre:9JilE3nt>~ 

::.''''':::.;.·, on hoo.anitarian grounds,. to take no action until after the 

-~,i_~.:.'J ... :;·· .. ~.-.:_::._._: ... :,'_:·.:,:.:.··.:.·_.,_ •. ,:•:·· ~:~~~!\~Id 9~~e~~~:h~~:~~~~~e ()~;~~c;;;:~~~s nb5 i!i!~~~~s 
. . . Europe. ; Paraguayan suppor-t ·was also to' be sough.t. in 

<~~~; ·.·.·~1;~:;~:;;;1~~~]:;;~~:~[~i;~t~,.;~;femr•nr>i<i.it"' 
(' 



. !·~t· • . ' . ..:··. 
According' to a report from the u.S. Embassy, the Paraguayan 

Minister stated informally that his Government vrould ·steadfastly 
until after the war. the validity of· Paraguayan passports· held· by. in·teJ~ne,es 
in Axis territory.. The Paraguayan. Minister was also· reported to· 

.a ·favorable attitude.with respect to the.projected exchange 
.. , although no formal affirmative decision was forthComing in ei 
, (Airgram No •. A_:..p9 froinAsuncicin dated April 22).: "· , 

. • .· . .! \- ·.~· ·~:, '.: ·. ·• . .: .. · • '; . . · .. :;;:· .• '. . . :.-, . . . . \ . . ,. ) ;· ; . c -~ - "; :''.:. • . " ·• 

Ambassador Frost··later ·reported that the Paraguayan Fcireigrt'·l'll~:ru:5"t;€'r 
orally bilt.officially,confirmed· the fact that his Government.,.,.,.,.,~''"'"' 

·. proposed ,exchange negOtiations (Air gram No. A-148 from .. · .... sunc:J.ol:r .. cta 
. ~pril 2~?:~· ·;:'/(' .. ·.· ·· ''?i-i . , ·. · ' · '• · · · ·· · 

. . . Ambassad~r Frost ~ubsequently'reported that; accordil-Ig' to. 
Under Secretary of Foreigzi Affairs, a note was dispatched 1;6' 

.. Charge d'A:f:t'aires at AsUilcion for trarisniission to. the. German Go·v'CJ~DDlel1Lt>: 
· · · admonishing· the GermanE! to respect the rights of internees hoidirig ra:ralruEtva.n 

_>:.-~passports.: ; · · : ~ · ' •::· · · • :' . ,·' . :.• ' ·. ~. ><:i ;_,,, 
··.\' .· 

Frost also transmitted a copy- of a note to the. Paraguay~h'}oreigri·. 
Office from the.Po:).ish Minister at Buenos Aires, :r:equesting protection. 

· .52 Polish Jews co~ined in Camp Vittel and for one copfined a1; 
·This note stated that the persons in question need not . . 
·accepted for· entry- into Paraguay, . since .. they hold Pales 

· · . The Under Secretary of Foreign .Affairs was said to have . 
·.as in the ·case of the approaches· previously made by the Board 
· nection, Paraguay's position would be an affirmative one tlith .,.,,.,,.,o~·'~'· 
the Polish request (Dispatch No. 2052 from Asuncion dated May 

In another communication Frost advised the Board that tl1e 
Foreign Mii:rl.ster is extremely anxious to obtain a reply r.m~(·,er·hiruz 

· .. possibilitY' of inciuding the· proposed exchange two girls~ nati Pa:ra1W1iye6i 
... · citizens.residing in the province of !;lannover, Germany, ,~_p:we;q:, · 
;.:~·'.Dutch nationals related to· a prominent·ParagU.ayan (Airgram Nq~'!A 

;:~;.,;: Asuncion dated May 20) •. · · · · · 

~;c~.~:.~·~-~ ... 

I;:' ... · .,.· 

.··. 

1.L.·,:,·.~.·:~ .. (···~n:•'·'}~,~~·::, •. , .. ,.):, ... · .•.. :· •. :;.~ .... ·;:;··l'.·.··.·,,··.·• ·.· .. ·.::. 

0 
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LATIN AMERICAN 

PERU 
, •• r .•. : ~~ 1 1 · 

. . ·-' " ... . ,. ·, ' .·; ~.---~· 

··:_ ~-~-:~"'!:<~;x'<(.:;~;~i __ ~ _:: t _, (".'\~:.\. ".:. . . 

. . ·, .. ;· '.;,/(;'if ./';, ~:.}f:\-:I·.:c<·/1 :;, { , _ . , , , , 
A report.'·has been received f'rom .Charge d 1Af'f'a:i,res Butler of' 

... -.L ••• c·. in Pertt·with respect,to the Peruvian attitude-toward the 
of' .'the Jews of· Europe and other victims of_ enemy pers-ec·ut.iolll~ 

td~eiiU~.llll thee recefpt of a f'ormal reply on, re.fugee policy from the. PA'Ml'tri·<>ri'••C.\"t; 

,,_.,., n:u:T...-v f'or Foreign Af'fairs (which .the Embassy expects' to he non-cornni 
.negative as well as delayed), the Board was advised. that little·assis . 

or real sympathy can be expected f'rom Peru. According to ;r'eport, -.the·-;-:, ·· 
class in Peru !'ears Communism, dislikes Jews,; and does not. w;;mt .;::· 

_·.admit into the country any elements that might aggravate national; •i-eu:.:·_: 
gi01,1s, or social problems. 'For_ all practical purposes·, the Board .. was ad~ ;' .. 
vised, Jewish refugees ·are not permitted entry into Peru. So f'ar as is;· · 

·known, there is no restrictive policy operating against other no_n-Axis · 
nationals, bll!t iil actual practice all applications f'or visas. are,-:.lo·s-eJ;:y;,;:i,::;,·0<'-;·;;;/: 
scrutinized f'or security reas-ons.' Moreover Peru ,..,nn,,..+<>n 

·:icouragement to the entry of political refugees, particularly.· 
. '.'cooperation in this-problem being limited .to a routine · ,-'---.L'-'-' 

_,.·.the activities of the Intergovernmental Committee. · -

A memorandum on 
Embassy to the Board 

~(i'}\~: !,; :: · The E~ba~~y has since been informally advised by a Foreign:_.( .i .. f'fir.e:i;:.;_.•>,'ii·>,> 
f ~b;.' )of'ficial that the_ admissibility into Peru _of war refugees has_ not·:cl1atlge•d ''(_~:~·~ 

:,:\\·:-:since 1938, v;hen the Peruvian Government informed the ·nt;,.,~·vr'". 'Ar'n"'"r't"'l 
;,'.'.\Committee in London of the· inability of Peru to absorb any refugee~ 
:::~than agriculturists (Dispatch No. 9203 -from Lima dated March 10) •. ;c • 
j ~ t . ., i. ., · • · · · _ · ' · ·r ·' ', · · · · · · , · · -- .. · -,. :· = · -··. r ·. · -· --- ·- ---.- · -· -

;:;X:J. In an effort'':to i~duce. the. ·La,tin American repuJ;llics . t~ giv~ ~ssuranc~s ". , 
};,_.··•,to Switzerland similar to those 'given by this Government through its in-:- · _ ~ -'· 

of,:,~:·.-;< 'structions to- u. s. consular of'ficers there authorizing the_ issuance.pf up __ 
~~l}h::: :. , to 4, 000 immigration visas, to-· refugee. childreri f'rom Axis ·terri tory~ .• a• Cir-__ -_ 
!~f£-;i .:-,:.,cular airgramwas dispatch~d to. the u. S, M;issions· in Peru and other_LatiD:­
j&:{;{·;·. American countries, with the request that;.thesa' gover·nm· .. ents be_ acqu-ain-ted •.: 
: ~l''l~· .·with tho facts and asked to give similar. assurances to tho Swiss Gover!:\-.. · 
~-~!~~<(;'; .· ._ --· . ' -- . " .·. ' . -. ' . ·- . ' .... 

(cont.) 

DECLilSSIFIED' 
, _, " State Dept. LoLter, i_.n. 
;~~.~:! ' · , . , -;: :,: · :• .:Ey .R ~~ Pa;ks ,_,~·~ -- . .,.-,..;.,~~-· 

;· . ·j·~;~[;;j:::;~i:.;.,;i{:,~:{~t~.l~~~~~fiiJ~~:~::~){t~~1iil¥~~~it.~~].;:Lll:.;:~~l~~~;ii:'l.!!~\~;:;:{j',:<-., ·+\i.~h\.i~j\(;;,t::.;·;,;;:;._;;;,~~~'":i.\I;<.t,,it&1ic<~~1u,;~:::f~~·"!~ll:f.j 



. ·~;.-.:: ·.; . .. . .... · .. ; . . . . .. ~.; .~: ;·:~~i: 
Tho Peruvian Forqign Minister subsequently requested information.wiou.-., .. ,.,, .. " 

to the nationalities ·included in the prospective child .:Lillln:L!~raL-· .• 
Cable No,: 5*-·f'rom Lima dated April 24) •. In response to this. 
the Board" indicated its. belief': that, f'or the' most part,. ~ v ........ ,..,. 

· Belgian, and stateless children of' German and Austrian w ... L"'·"''·" 
be involved.~ .. /'l'he. Board urged emphasis, hm7ever,.'upon. 
aspec't of'· :the:'cotion suggested (Jlirgrain No. A..:JJO to 

'. ) • , B·~~~!·:~f;~:!fi~1·:~l~J.: ~Lt\~he .G~vo~e~t<~ ~·:~2· b~ 
U~/s~. Jlilission 'there,. in an endeavor· to securo · 

. grounds; to )take 'no action. imtil af'ter.the . 
. or otherwise. impair· the-:ef'focti.veness. o:f passports or. cum"4,1.'u' 
held' by·Polish. Jens and othor.'persons how interned in ·an.emyo.,oc.~u"' 

,.,u-cw••-' ; :f'eruvian .support· is also being sought' in· connection .wi · 
Government's approach: :to the German. Government, through mmz·op>r~a~e. 

,_UC.U.""'·L<>). with a View to arranging an exchange against•, German 
hemisphere of' .. internees holding .Latin Ame:dcan '""'""'"v'. "" 
VI F. ':" .l;. Recognition o:f Latin American Passports 

a T.1~""'hmRn·~s , thereto) • . · ·~ J ·< ' 
·.'Fi-;:~i;~:·;:.·;·~/.·~~~~'( .. ~ · . 

. According, to a reporttrom the u.s. Embassy in Li~a in };.]1is 
the Peruvian Foreign Off'ice'has indicated that the Sw:j,ss 

some three months ago submitted a list of 4S perspns .interned' ,n ................. "". 

'·'········--·- countrieB 'and inquired a.s to whether P~l'tl would hono,.;':,I>.;ru1d.ari\ua.ss•~''""·'"' 
held' by thBS8 int!ll'llQQg_ Thl! Pl!l'\lVian aovernmentls ,:re,rlrcwa•( . 

TII:!JZ!ltiVO, .!HI fl!.~ .it!! :!:.hose J,J! persons were concerned.; cJ;n, reSp()n:>~, 
.. to this Government's recommendation that in the :future :>uch passpOr\ts 

honored for humanitarian reasons, a Foreign Office spokesman is repbr:f;ed 
to have expressed sympathy with the suggestion (Airgram No. A;.357 fr/>m ...•. 

Lima datod Apri110). , · · · )/~)~{\;;• 

.;-:· •.·.·.-.: 
. ~! '/f. 

-::_· .... :.~:l.:~:~/L~?~·;>~.·.~·!:, · 

1JEGL_,'}::-.·':ilJi'1E·D . 
. Stahl Dept: '·*"'• hl l•~t'l :· :· •· ·il./ .. . . 



COOPERATION WITH OTHER GOVERNMENTS: LATIN .AIIlERICAN 

'lf· 

URUGUAY 

~·: ~ .. --. 

•', 

·-,.-

'• ~- . . ,_ ' --} ' .. - - . 

The Urugi.tayan Government, whlle indicating its wiJ,Iingness 
cooperate, stated in a note' to. the:U. s.· Embassy at Montevideo 
it would prefer.·,to have this country take the initiative and acquaiJI).'t! .. ~;r 
Uruguay with the :na.ture of the program in connection with which 
cooperation is sought. (Airgram· No. A-96 dated February 22)., 

The Uruguayan Under Secretary for Foreign.Affairs has since 
:. informed the Embassy that an off'icer of the Foreign Office has been·' 

.:,;• ... ,.·;··.c.· •. directed to prepare· a declaration of policy to be issued, by the 
··, Uruguayan Government. It was expected that this statement would be 

1,,. ·similar,:cto· the.declar[ltion issued by the PreEident upon the creation,:. 
,~ , of th. e War Refuli\'~e Board. (See Airgram No. A-183 fromldon~.evideo ·· 

dated March 28.) . 

{' 

In an effort to induce the Latin .American republics t6 give 
assurances to ·switzerland similar to those given by this G·overnment 
through its instrUctions to U. S. consular officers there 
the issuance of up to 4,000 immigration visas to refugee 
from Axis territory, a circular airgram was dispatched to 
Missions in Uruguay and other Latin American cmmtries 1vi th i;he 
request that these governments be acquai_nted with the facts and askeic:t.\:;: 

.;·to give similar assurances to. the Swiss Government (see :yr D ~.· 
Evacuation of Abandoned Children from France, and the· Circular: m.rf!•ratm:••. 
dated .&pril 15 comprising attachment #4·ther.eto). 

The Board. also asked that the. Government of Urugriay. be . 
. through the u. s. Embassy there~ in an endeavor to secure its; a, ,gr:ee:me•nt~·.c .. \" 
· on humanitarian· grounds, to take no action until after the war· 

revoke, cancel, ·or otherwise impair the· effectiveness o:C;passports·/·<';· .. 
or consular. papers. held. by Polish Jews and other pers.ons 'now interned>·, 
in enemy-occupied Europe. Uruguayan approval was also to be sought ... :.<• 
in connection with this Government 1s approach to the German Go'Verriment, · 
through appropriate channels, with a view to arranging. ari exchange\: 
against German nationals in the Weste:hi Hemisphere of :i.hterheea holding ,'f; Latin American passports and papers (see VI F - l; ·Recognition ·of · · · 
Latin Junerican F~ssports, and the attachments thcrvto). 

(Col1'·t.) 



· .... ,. 

In a cable from Montevideo the Board was subsequently informed 
Uruguay has expressed its readiness to cooperate fully in passport :tecogo.: 
nition and in support of the proposed exchange of interness (Cable No,. 
457 from Montevideo dated May 17; see also Cable No. 427 from Montevideo 
dated May;,6) , 

.-. .:: 



COOPERATION WITH OTHER GOVERNli!E!NTS: LATIN M1ERICAN 

VENEZUELA 

t~~f~f{ .. 
~f~~- ::" ,::::., ~~~::~!:~~;!~:~~~g:E~ b;:~;;\!;~::"~i~i 
>;·:,,.·,.. visas for Jews are reported to have been discontinued. Applicants 'for . 

.. . :.,:\:;·., visas of any kind are now said to be required to state race, religion;· 
:; and tin tionali ty; if the applicant is Jewish or of Jewish origin· .the ··: . . . 

.. ;{-; applications are· denied (Dispatch No. 5464 from Caracas. dated February 4)· •. · 
··..... ---~-. ,-,· 

In response to State's circular airgram; the Board vias advised that ·· 
the Venezuelan Government has expressed support of the idea inspiring the 
Boan}1 s creation •. It was added that appropriate official organizations ·,_ · . · .-. 
are studying the possibility of giving "concrete form" to the c.ooperatiorr ·- .. 
Hhich Venezuela could render (Disptach No. 5643from-Caracils dated March'lq) ' 

In April- in connection :with 'the rep~rted deport~tiod~~~ t~~­
. Germans of internees from Camp Vittel, the Venezuelan Government· .LlJIU.J..""""~'"" 
· its intention of cooperating fully vdth this Government in demaridllig: _ 

the rights of such internees holding Venezuelan passports or• c . ~·-;_}, .. 
papers be respected, and i11 negotiating for an· exchange agains".t German- ·. · · 
nationals of all internees holding Latin American domurientation,.(Airgrain <.­
Ho. A-323 from Caracas dated April 15; see VI F - 1, Recognition,·6f, Latin· 
American Passports, and attachment #9 thereto}. '"·''' · ·" 

;· ·.<·l;~:~J·t.:<~.:~-
Ambassador Corrigan in Caracas subsequently reported' to 'the,'Boa'rd' > · 

that the matter of requesting protection for the holders of pas.sports issued:.·. 
in the name of Venezuela was taken up through the Swiss Goyernnielit. "A.· · 
copy of the memorandum submitted by- Venezuela _ih this con11ection yias.>· 
forwarded to the. Board (Dispatch No. 588l.from Caracas dated May 9; see 
Airgram No. A-381 from Caracas dated May 2 and Airgram'No~· A-245 :.to · 
Caracas of the same date). : · · ·. · · · -'' ;.~ 

-:·. 
. . - . . . -· .. ·r . 

In a later communication Corrigan reported having again conferred 
Vfit\1 tho Acting Foreign Minister and having urged further ilrgent reprosen- · 
tations byVenezuela in Madrid in support of representations made l;Jy tho 
U. s. Embassy there (Airgram No. A-453 from Caracas dated t,la:y 20). " 
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COOPERATION WITH OTHER' GOVERNMENTS: lATIN AMERICAN 

BRAZIL 

The Board has b~~n adVised by-the u: S. Embassy ,at Rio de 
that it has been assured. by an. official of the Brazilian Forei 
that tha'refugee question is now under active discussion 'by the JIUn~:s'tElr.•. 
of Justice o.nd by the National Immigration.Gouncil; -II; uas pointe 
that, while-there are _many conflicting currents of public opinion with. 
respect to permitting the entry of European refugees into BrEJ.zil; that 
country's policy in the past has been, in general, a liberal· one._ Ac­
cording to this report, the National Immtgration Council at a recent'<.:_ . _ 
meeting passed a resolution :urging that the Brazilian'Governmen~ consent c"'; 

f: _ ·e: ·. to receive a group of 500 Jewis.h refugee children from Franc)e {Dispatches · 
( \ Y·No. 14~61 and 14890 from Rio QB.ted February 12 and March 11 • {;_~i!- · 

·\-. In a communication to the u.-·s~ Emb~ssy in Ri~'the Board has ~~~ed. 
that the Brazilian Government ·be informed of _the authorization_, 'by'this 
Government to U. S, consular officers in Switzerlahd; of the iss1,1ance;'C.; ) 
of up to 41 000 immigration visas toreftigee chilQ,rern from enemy ter#.:Y• • 
tory. The Embassy has been asked to approach the Brazilian- Governm~l1t, .. 
and request that similar assurances be g~ven to .the Swiss Goverlln1en~·:- -', 
with respect to Brazil's 'Willingness to uccept the 500 Jewish children_· 
whom the National Immigration Council had urged that Brazil admit;'a:long 
with as many more refugee children as Brazil may find it'-.p,ossible-to'--:c_ - .·. 
accept (Cable No. 1215 to Rio dated April 14,; see VI D ... 1,; Evact~ation :·;, . -
of Abandoned Children from France, and attachment #3 -thef:eto) ~ - ·~ .>,~;:-;,;~~,., 

In this connection a report Y~as received. by -the -Bo~rd 'that Sig~?;;'gJ::' 
Juan Alberto, Minister-of Economic Coordination, .recently stated in a' : 
private interview that he believes that Brazil could reasonably under<-, 
take a progressive-five-year program for the settlement of _Je'Wish'and'-·:._ 
otherEuropean refugees, beginning with 100,000 during the first year{~~~ · 

-- ,---· :;_:!7·.·, .. ' 

-DF.CLASSIVTED 
l:ilnte D"pl. Letter, 1-11·'!2 

By J{. H .. ;Pnrku b~te~ 

: ! ·' _· • •• ·_-.-___ ',-.-.~;_-.·_:_:_.·_;_:~~.-~:i,',-~,,;:~.·.:,;,·.-.. ~-: •.. --,---.·.· ,,_,,· '. __ :_, ... _,·!,_·--~, ~~··,· ,--~- ·.,·.,-· .-_ ,·.•-~;-,-'.-.·-•. _ .. j 1Y,c_: __ . .-_.:·,~
0

••1:.~~-;_
7

_S.:· .• ~~ .. ·- ·_, _:;_ · 
~5.J.I ...... , . _,, .. ;._~;!Ji:. - - · -. . - · ·· · · - - · - , - .. · •· 
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lATIN AMERICAN 

,_ :·',· 

.t,:-·' 

--- ... -.-~· .. :J,_;~(-~~--·--r-~ -~L; .-._ 
' <<~.:\;4~:··:. ·,,\ >. 

'-··f··;.l'':O.,'~f-t.''.~' -.-.:···;~;~~_-, .... ___ : :_ ·-· .. · .. - ,_.-... 

,;il!ii;•l~ii'S'/',; __ Inresponse·,to State's circular airgram of January)26,AnJOatsf;l!cloi~)~.J:,! 
_ ?:\•:~.;,;;'} Long advised:;the Board that.little .or nothing was· being ·do~e. 
: \}t~}:{i'\~··; in Gua te~la ·toward the: rescue . and relief of persecuted elenie)lts · 

·,-:·::. ;t;,~);<'r}:,: Europe,. although· since 1933 .permission has been granted for ·s()me 
· "/)":{\ 1,000 refugees· to enter· Guatemala~ i.-.The Guatemalan Government· repor'C·ea.J.y•,::•:r:,~-7·,.~, 
'', '/','/;'- ·.permitS the .. eiJ.try -Of refugees· for 'permanent- residence Where: Sll.C'!D·- ,.,BT:l'lO,.A!;' 

._:.·•,::~:::/::_ are able•to- obtain a guararri:.'ee of support from relatives -
'· '',:;··-J · 'or nationals of- the country; in some- instances refuge'es have been able· 

··~:_;:_:,.:·:;:·.to gain entry.for permanent residence without local sponsors • 

. -J(~'· ;~~a~;~:s L:~:r~i~h ~=~!~e~n~ha~f~::Ui~o:;i~~i- ~~e!he Guat•~nu:lla,n-
establishments, act as agents,, or engage 'in any remunerative·n'""'n<'t't.1:nn 
except agricUlture without express permission from the Guau~·~~-~·· Go·vel~n·~-
ment. Alleged \abuses o.f the ~ntry privilege led to a 

· March 19.39, closing business establishments owned· or n ..... ~,..,r+.<>rl 
·:\· ·. and requiring -the registration of business houses and li-,cellsi.ng 

agents working on .a commission ba-sis~. 

Ambassador Long indicated his belief that if anyreprese~tatfons 
are to be made to the Guatemalan Govermnent with respect to the accept- · 
ance of refugees, the chances of success- would be enhanced if_ any-~.,. ·- : 

--.proposal is presented in specific terms,-particularly-vlith-
. number of persons proposed and their probable length o£ stay•. 

No. 1002 from Guatemala dated April'-5.) - - · · · 
. . . 

. A circular airgram subsequently dis~at~hed 't~ the; u. S<mJ."i:J•;L<Jifii:J•c·J.ll'·>i"·:·:·:;:'. 

lr;/~ 

· Gua tew.ala and other Latin .American -countries partially satisfied·,· . 
suggestion. In an effOr.t to induce ·the ·Latin American l'(jpublics. to 

·assurances to Switzerland:'similar to those given by' this Governme'nt•_.i ;!ll~mm!l'•'· 
its instructions to~ U' So: i:ionsular' officers there_ authorizing the l"li:JUti:U:tue 

. of up to 41000 immigration .visas to refugee children from Axis .territory,_ 
these governments were to be; acquainted with the facts and_aSkE)d to giVe\: 
similar assm~ances to the Swiss ·Government (see VI D ~ :L, Evacuation o£ 
Abandoned Childi:-em from lfranoe, and the t:ircu18.r Airgram dated A!J:t'il J.? ::: 
comprising attachment #4 thereto). · · -- · '• .. · · · · · ·- · --

(cont.) 



\ 
;_:_;· 

.-.-< 
, Ambassador Long' has since reported from Guatemala that' the .uu!R.T.Am:'l ,,,., 

Government·, in response to this proposal,. agreed to· accept from. '""n T'"'R•r "'""w 
up to 100 child refugees under. the conditions outlined. · 'It · 

· that Guatemala woul4 prefer .that, insofar as possible,· these 
select~d from among_French ·and Belgian refugees (Di:>patch No 

Guat~i~.'dat~d ~~-1.~)~-- .·::;:, ·,. ._·; .. ·~.: \-_ >:: ·~:·!· 
•, The- Board also asked that the Guatemalan Government be appr•oac~held 

thr6ugh\the u~s~:.Missions there, in anendeavor.to see1rre: 
on, humanitarian grounds, to take no action until after.the 
cancel,·, or otherwise impair the effectivene'ss ~of;passports' 
papers )leld by Polish Jews: _and~ qther persons. now ~interned: 
Europe.··. Guatemalan: support was/also to_ be sought in ·,.r.nnAr>'T.i 

Government's appr.o13:ch to., the German. Government;., · · ,..,,,.,..o,,,..;.._t,.,;,_,,,,.,,,-,; 
with a ·.view to. arranging ·an exchange against German 
Hemisphere- of internees holding· Latin American· passports· 
'VI F ..;'1, Recognition-of, Latin·.,Ainerican Passports, and the. 
theret~).7 . · · · · · , , · , 

Ambassador L~ng in tlirn tep~~ted.that~ following a . 
discussion with the 1\linister for Foreign Affairs, eht~e agreement was 
indicated with U. S •. 'proposals in this respect. Long. indicated.tbf!t the ::. 
Government of Switzerland 1 as. the.-protecting; power. for Guatem11la)1,(ii tizens 
would be requested by the Guatemalan Foreign; Offi<::e ·to assert phe rights : . 
granted to .interned civilians in . conformi'):.Y .Vii ~h. the Geneva Cony(JI}tion~ ;:·'\, · 
The Foreign Office was also saicli;o have'indicatedthat•if. it should be;, 
suspected that any of the passports were incorrect, the Guatemalan .. · ::,. 0:, .. _. 
Government would maintain its right to cancel or invalidatei.thern,;but.·.- ; _ 
that it would take such action only after the bearers had 're;iCJleg .places · 
of safety. Agreement to the proposed exchange negotiations. VJq,S on 
basis of the understanding that tl..J bearers ofsucli.passpprtswho· 
not desirable as immigrants to Guatemala would .not be o'admitted 
(Airgram·No. A-229 from GuatelllG:la dated May 8};- -;-. ... :,·. > .. /i>~-· ... ·· 

'· -". -.. . .... ,.-.;.,' · ' · · · ; .. :. ,·•. · ·:•<·.:--~:'_.·· '• ·. ·· :• ··:··.;·,:,,c.-y:~~;:,:.c· .... <f,:.-.{;, 

The·.- Guatemalan Foreign. Of:'ice · subsequ€mtly-requested . ,. ~ . ..,~~.u·a.u.vG ..... ; 
of the u. S, Embassy there in transmitting to, the .Government '.ofAffi;?: · 
land, as the protecting power·, its request~ that all persons ;in the· 
terri tory ·holding Gua tel!'.aJ..an ·documents 'or: claiming Guatemalan· na.-v~.on1a.t.~ c.y_ · 
be. accorded the fullest proteqtion and. rights. (Air gram No.· ... 
Guatemala dated May.l9) ... :; '·· .. · . ·.·i' . : .· -<;:o.\ 



.;, COOPERATION WITH OTHER GOVERNME:NTS: LA.TIN AMERICAN 
._;(+; 

CHILE 
:\-:· 

f'}?.ij:~!i~rf{} The U. s. Embassy kt Santiago, in reply to 
:3/i::i;~!it: reported tm. t. during 19.39 Chilean .conihllar officials are said to h"v"'''''.-': 
• ·:--)?- ", :>;::y· waived legal requirements. frequently· in•. the. case -of immigrant 
'.·,;,;:•,-.---:;- allegedly for considerations in some-instances •... As· a result;;the . .t.JJJ"u..g.~.:a-··: 
.;;.:, . ti~n laws of that. country-are now quite-rigidly en£or·ced1 : ,,·,.,,rrn,.,,,., 

;_.f· \ this report, ... although the. Minister--of Foreign Affairs denies ·any aJ:sc:ro.Jll•·---~\ 
,_, _ ·.nation against Jews. No definite sta-tement as to _future policy as· 
-- bears on t!i~ refugea._ problem-.was forthcoming •. · 

r-~~,>--~; ;~·­
J\\ ... _ ~;;·: 
~!.-. ~t::~-J-:~r-_ --

,:. . 

A considerable number of victims·of Nazi oppression, Jel'lish and 
oth§rwise, are said to have migrated to Chile in the past~ Some- latent . 
anti-Semitism was reported to exist in· Chile, spi:ipging- from the:fact tl1at . 

. · a. large portion of the population is 'German or :or German descent, and ; '< · · 
. ·.Nazi propagandlagents ha'(e been active among th~il.element over a per:i;od, 

- of years. Some fear that immigrlmts of the refugee typE'l would timd':to· . 
concentrate· in urban centers and upset local economy was also· reported::'' ' 
(Dispatch No. 9105 from Santiago dated March 11).- . · · · :, · 

1. 

In an effort to indUce the Latin Americanrepublios to g:i;ve 
to S\'litzerland similar to those given by this Goverrurient through, 
structions to u. s. consular officers there authorizing~:t;he 

. up to 4
1
000 immig~r~a~t:i~o~n~ .. p~-~·~s~aese~t~o~r~e=f~u~g~e~e:t·~c~h~i~l~d~r~e~n!_~fr~o~m:·~-AX~-~'i~s~-~~~~~~0t:t~2J~~~~~r---~~r-circular airgrlj.m 

·Latin American countries with·the request that 
· acquainted, with the facts and aske!'l to give sinular surances to . 
---Swiss Government (see VI D -·11 Evacuation of Abandoned Children from'': 
- France, and the Circular Air gram dated Aprill5 comprising attachment· ' 
#4 thereto) ~ · · · · - · - · -- · - · . : " , 

. _In a mtble from Santiago the Board wa.s' :-;ubsequohtly advised th~tr the>:\ 
Chilean Foreign Office has reported- that. consideration is .being given. to. . .­
the suggestion that Chile guarantee visas for .child refugees reaching' . \ · 
Switzerland. A definite reply was promised as :-;oon as -t;he necessary. 
study can be made (Cable Ji'o. 851 from Santiago dated May 16). 

··ntcC.\s~·,r;.-!r;L) 

Stale. Dept. LcLler, l-il-72 

: .• :,k.:"'"'·"·O""" ,~; .. :;t,:~ .. ·::~;,.!,E{KA~~~~;·,i~·· .. ·. 



··COOPERATION.: W!Tlf OTHER .GOVEaNME!i'TS; ' !A TIN AMERicAN. 

<> ,• 

COLOMBIA' 
(~. 

' ·:·:~· \- ,. ,,;_ . 
I': .. ·.. ·-·.;:·- ..... ,;: ,. 

_ .. ·,~ .. J}}~f./Yit·~·:··· .·· ... ·;·{i(?·~i';;;:~?t{';·,~,~··:, .. :-:·:. 
The. u~ :~s:., Embassy~ at~ Bogota, >in response· 'State Is. 

· . .;..,,.,mct.<•n tha:t·,the Colombian Government. has indicated .'a· general w~ .. L.L:LI1€:ness 
C001"li~l'.,t ... an extending .humani tarian .. assistance. ·to European 

.ac:c:corn, ncr: to·.a.. Foreign Office spokesman, no iegal. obstecles·: to :~.•mn:JLDT"H 
in.. Colombia at the present. time· other than ordinary wartime conuro.Ls 

transportation difficulties have,:prevente'd any great number: of.. 'ra>·n~O<>O 
reaching: that country• · · Colombia 1 s post-war policy is. reportediy­

study1.however,. ·and plans are l?eing drarm.up to restrict.immigra 
persons fitting into the local economy.. It is felt that ~ny co v. ,.·,. ,.· •• v•.v~ 

on refugee matters l7ill be subject to the limitations imposed by this 
when definitely: adopted (Dispatch No. 3321 from Bogota dated: · · 

February, 4):;.:~-:: · -.. ·. .. · · ·, ;r ~: ". · ·. ,, · '" · 

'"._:-:~· ,1.' _-. { ' : :; ,-, . 

In a· ·later dispatch from. the u. s. Emb~ssi in Bogota the ·Board 
· ·advised that the Colombiilp. Government had been approached with the· """"''"'r.H>n. 

;that Colombia impiement its cooperation dn war refugee mattei's:·bY .. : LSfl1l:l.nJl:.·:.:• ... •.:; 
. a· de<llaration ·.of policy similar to that issued by this. Government a. 
a spokesman for the Coioinbian Ministry: of Foreign Affairs was reported ta··· 
have appeared sympathetic- to this suggestion, he ~as noncommittal with' ' · 
respect to the proposal that instructions along ·the same lines be ~sent· 
to Colcmbian diplomatic and consular officers abroad (Dispatch No. 3511 
from Bogota dated March 27). 

to Switzerland similar to those given by this Gover~ent +h·~~i&h 
· :·:·structions to U. S. consular: officers there authorizing ·the. itlsttartcEi','cclf 

Up to 4,000 immigration ViSaS ·tO refugee Children frOin J'.XiS. T.,T'T', T.,nT'';TC 

.. circular ·airgram was dispatched to the U. s. Missions in Colombia• .· 
· Latin American countries uith the request .that. these goverrurients .. 

acquainted with the. facts and a~ked to give similar assurances. to, 
STiiss Government ·(see:VID ;.. 1, Evacuation of Abandoned Children 

''"·'··'".·'··•·~~~ France, and the Circular J,;irgram dated ll.pril 15 compr~sing att,·~clmie,nt 
thereto).:·.·. .. · ... · · · · ·. :' , 





COOF"illATION WITH OTHER GOVERNMENTS: LA.TIN AMERICAN 
:~. .,-·" 

. . ~;' .. 

COSTA RICA 

'.J 

;··· 
.. 

. ·r_.·.-_:;····:.' -.... . - -; .\_ - .. -·; -,. ·' ·.· . , . , .. _,. ,: . 
. ,. . . Iii ,a'n :'effort. to· 'indu8e the Latin Jlmerican r . ..,pi.J.U~.J.C .. 

ances to Switzerland similar to those given by this Govelrmoertt'ith:t'Ciiagll\:'ri~~:;· 
,-its instructions to U. s. consular. off'icers there authorizing-. 
: of up to· 4;000 immigration visas to refugee children< from ·Axis. r.R•·r•T.nT'v_· 

· ··s circular air gram was dispatched to the U. S •. Missions in :Costa Rica: .• 
·other Latin .1\mericim countries with the request that. these. governments , , ... 

. be acquainted with the facts and asked to give similar• assurances to the ;'< : 
,, Swiss Government (see . VI D-1, Evacuation of Abandoned Children from.· ' :··. " 
Franc~, and the Circular. I.irgram dated April 15 comprising ·attachment· · 
thereto)~ '.'.• · · ·· .. ,.•,:~~ · . · ,.··"'·''"·•'":·.:· .. ·.+ 

. The Board alsiJ ~slred that the Government of Costa Ri~a:bo appr•:ac:h• . r ;_ ed,through, tho u~ S.' Missions there~ in an endeavor to secUre its ll.ETEoerrterrt~ 
, c·:,;_. on humani.tarian grounds, to take no action until aftortl1ei'uar ·to 

'•;.;:,_. 'cancel, or. otherwise impair the effectiveness of passports: or cnnsutar· 
' ··· · ·papers held by Polish Jews and other persons now internoa ill ·en•em~'{-<Jccoupieci 

Europe. Costa Rican approval was also to be sought. :in conne.ctiqn:wi 
this Govorninent 1s approach to the German Government, throughappro:pria 
channels, ;1i th a vim7 to arranging an exchange l:!gainst -.Gorman . n8tioMls . 
in the VIe stern Hcmisph<ere of internees holding Latin American papsports 
and papers (see VI F - 1, Recognition of Latin American. Passports}: and 

i~~/VX~:t'•:·~ the attachments thereto). - _, 

''}F.:i ! ' The B~ard n~s :ubsequently. advised that the Costa: ki6Ji Ministbr':5;'\•;'' 

~~t~ ;+r{ ;~~:~~e~!~l~~a;r:~~~r ~~i~~~~! ;~;~P!;t~a~n~~~dh!~d oi!g!~:~ri~~e~~e- :. = 

~i:'t,:Mf·/~, h~~!~~!, 0~h~3~~;re~f i~t~~r~;v/':t:t~~s:!t 0~/~~:d r~~r~:~~~!!o~~~ ~ '· - :. 
:-~,,,;::<)H' .cooperate along the lines recommended in view of the humanitari':':n ·_con~( 
d'/i:T/>' siderations involVed (Dispatch No. 1279 from San Jose'dated ,kpr:i.l 17)~ 

ltf~.: . .· . . (ooot.) . ·• 

I . 
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li. later communication from the U. S. Embassy in San Jose indicated 
· that the C9;ta Rican Government has now formally agreed to uphold . the.· . 
. validity of all Costa Rican passports held by persons 1'1hose lives may, . 
. otherwise be in danger. It was stated· that such persons may also be 
declared eligible for exchange, .on the understanding that Costa Rica. 

: , will not be. expected physically to admit them (Cable No. 304 from .San .. 
~·'.Jose dated May 16). A copy of the note from the Foreign Office on this. ·, · 
·matter was subsequently forwarded· (Dispatch No. 1400 from San ·Jose dated 

May 16). . · , . \ · ·' 

The. Board· is rtow pressing for· mqre specific aq.tion~ 
approach.by Costa Rica to'the Gerinan Government through the 
power along. the 'lines preViously sugges'ted (Air gram No. 

·Jose dated May 10). 

'.!·· .. 
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COOPERATION WITH OTHER GOVERIDi!ENTS: LATIN, l4'\1ERICAN 

l.RGENTINl> · ... · 

.. '-~ 

_ In ro'sponse to State's circular airgram of January 26 the U. S •.. 
·Embassy at _Buenos /d:res reported that thl: consensus. of· persons active'. 
in Jevlish rescue an~ relief work is tm t· so long as the present reg:i.r.ie_·. 

- remains in power, no assistance 11hatsoever can be expected. fr.om the . · 
Llrgentine Government in refugee matters. Certain Je11ish organizations . :._._ •. 
in Argentina are said to own large tracts of land 11hich Llight easily . ·: _ 
support several thousand refugee families if there should come a radi~­
cal change in the .l'..rgentine Government under which such immigrants 
could be admitted. Argentina itself is said to be- capable of absorb-
ing millions of immigrants, but 11no conceivable political change would.-
make possible the 17illing acceptan,cie of a very large proportion of 

Jews among those proposed millions11 (Dispatch No; 14,547 from Buenos 
Aires dated April 21). 

..: l \. -~ .. - ~ -

In another comnrunication from Buenos J~ir~_s_~t~e Board has been- .. · 
advised of the visit to the Er.~bassy of a delegation from the Argentine 
Jewish Associations for the purpose of expressing their appreciation 
of the President's statement on atrocities against theJovrs •. ·Very.i· 
favorable treatment of tho President 1 s statement iri the n:ims ciolwnns'·- - . 
of L'l PTcDS'l 'lnd lx'l iTacion Has also reported (Disp;:;-tch No. 14,3_5_7 :f.'romt_.: 
Bucilci's -i:ir~ da tcdfi.pril 3) • 





·.', 

,. ,. .. 

.. . ·,::;~~it./~~it~~::~EG~J~\\:;;:''... ·... . . 
, In·.reaponse\to· the S:tate; Depar-tment Ia· Cll'cular "•;,.,,.,,m' 
26~~Ei-report · uas r:eceived from;Miniater- Kirk:in 

irgram No~~l\~84' dated February 18) des'cribing the. refugee::· 
· :that country~: The government of EES'JPt. is reported: to have· 

attitude touard the r_efugee .problem in the ·Middle East 
v.uu"'"'"'u by ;its. permitting the •entry of. various_ groups',of. Pole!'i· 

.. sponsored by the .Middle .. East Relief and.Refugee ·"!IIJLJu." """''-·····.··. 

·Kirk 'reported that at one time. the. Egyptian GO:vernment a 
. ' permit the: entry of several thciusahd Greek refugee:_'children; . 

evacuation frO!ll-Greece, however, uas balked by the Ita;t.iall Government. 
·and, it has. not yet been possible to rescue them • In all :these groups·; 
there uere Jewish me.mbers. ::'Nevertheless,· the Governrnel1t is repQI>t-ed 

, to have made. it clear that. the sojourn of tliese refugees in · · · 
· be 11in transit", although it'has not reached the. 

tP~ ·period meant b~ this· term. ·'; 

In line ·with the Board's policy of bringingpres:mre,t·o 
·satellite governments to desist from abetting persecutions';~.<! 
>ms dispatched to Kirk (Cable 1lo, 37 dated ll.'1rch 7; see V R 
Lpproaches to the ·Satellites, and attachment # 2 thereto),as 
to. other Missions, asking that certain information· be relil.ye 

·such channels as were available· to the Governments. ofBtilgaria,· 
,and Hungary. · .. _•.1 



OTHER COUNTRIES 
·-·:· .. · 

-<::' 
"-'· \'. ·;.-::: 
. 1 ·:·.~---.-

' )'~i)l;~::~!~··,;. -:-·,·_:.,---·.,:.-.--. __ : __ ; ___ : __ -.. :. __ ·_.-_-;_:·_,:·· ___ --_-,_._··_,--_._-.. ,-_t_--;:,;_~:"·_:_-:·_··_:--:_-.. ··_··:_.,-~::_-.'-;:_-.·_,_:· ____ :_·._-' ____ --:_-:_: __ ::.~-:!_ .• :t_: .. _.-;.} __ :·_-_.:_.~CE'~'~ r; .·.· J;~~g\ .··, ,, ; '\ ; .::.·:' ; ·... . .. ·. 
In a repart:·from:Minister _Morris (Airgram No. A-19· dated FAlbruiAr•li-'' 

it is reported that: there· are· 11no 'Icelandic Jeu13 11 arid no-
existed ,fr:Jr. Iceland. actually to encoUrage the .. entry of ·F.n-rn'"'"" 
or other victims ·.of enemy persecution. into Iceland.· In an h·•·,~n•n 
sion with the Icelandic Minister for foreign affairs, Kirk renn·rbi--.'c•-: 
. pointed-' Out that Iceland was a country 11of. por:Jr economic' resourc-es.,_ 
small homogenous population-~ho had lived in a. state of semi-

:;·,J\i~f~ex•cl1lsllon from-:·other Europeans for centuries. It, therefr:Jre, could not~_:::­
_expected that the Icelanders could quickly adjust themselves to a } . 

ba:-sically c:Hfferent viewpoint in respect to foreigners. .On the_ other :_·•::{-:; 
·hand, he felt that there was no anti-Semitic feeling here and that __ - • 

•:, ~:r_celanders in common 11i th other decent free people synipa thized with and · 
\',\·:deplr:Jred the fate of Jewish and other victims of Naz;L-ai:td Fascist·mis..;: · 

: ;!;\;:treatment • 11 -·· • 
'-.\. <~-f~·::·~~~ " 

~ ,· ·. ' 

. ,. ~. 

~--.J, -, .. :-: ·,:~: '~-~ .. 

il~~~~~;,;:,!ti~~L1i·&~i;&{~1i:~!~~· 



St.UDI - b.Rf,BIJ. 

1.-,_. 
-' ••• : :':- :.~_.;- !_ •• ; • '. '· ·'. 

__ ;i,.:::-;~::·;_~:-·-;·:_ . ' "),\··.l-_ \1' .,. '<·.: :;:;,:.;;: ,·:·: ._ __ ; ·; i::<:,.'"' 
., ;~/-':\/>-·> -.-. .<k<~~~>:{:, ._ ... •'J ~· t;·-·~_,y·.... ; ! .•• ~·~:_c.: 

Minister Moose,;reports" (Mrgram No. /i-10 dated Fe 
t there• :are. no Jews .in Saudi-Arahia. ·' !ccording: to;:this 
nature.:: of the·';country,. the iuiture of·its inhabitants,-· the .. · _ 

prevailing religion (Islain) and the local' adverse- reaction.' · 
~~-u"··~·w, ."combine to· make it certain. that- "no Jews will be.' permi 

Saudi.-Arabia unless- a special reason exists for• doing so. 
reasons· make it unlikely that ·Jews will apply for •admission· 
f:rabia. 11 ' •. :_:·,. • · · . .,. 

--. ,. 

._:; 

·, __ .;-· 

·:_,_. 

';"• 
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.,. GOOPERATION:V/ITH OTHER GOV'"LRNMENTS: 

. ' . . . 
''·;; 

.. ;;-_.(; ~: ~: ,: ' 
·.·,, 

-~--
TANGIER 

~.::·=. . ·',•/'. ;·· .~::~~~-: .",(,· ·'-'.; 

:/.?~~<:·~:-,., . --~.--~-: \ . <- ~:.:: :. ·~·-)""··.:_;;,;~:- )~~--{. 
··..;/·(... ::·-~=. :;_::].~.:/·:._· :,:.·,;:',·:::.--

A r~~b;~: recei~~~-~~~~. If~·J.co~~sul E~~rick'in'Tarigie~ ~-- -·-"'"·~ 
·State's circular il.irgram·cif January 26'indicated·that:since 
'occupati-on 'of Tangier in .JUrie 1940, no. refugees have entered . 

. It was reported, that Spanish' occupying authorities do hot e. n' c'oural<e·. 
cooperate in. any .way either by permi tt:L"lg ·the entry of refugees· n~"·:>,,. .• ,.,,, ·.,···v·

7 aiding. those who arrived prior to tha~ date; .. · 

The> :(lefugee Aid Committee of th~ Tangier .Jewish. 
ported to be assisting some 571 individuals nith cash grants, clothing;: ... 

·food, and medicines, :These operations are said tci represent: an exPendittire 
of rn():re than ~10,000 per month and are met entirely by :remittances··fram · ... 
the American Jewish Joint Distribution Committee, A .TDC repre.seAtat:lve <,:·: 
is nou said' to be examining certain family g:r,pups and indi vidualfl ·Who .'•1 .:; . 
have evinced an interest in emigrating tb Pa1estine·; permiss.ion.for a 
few to proceed to Canada is also anticipated (:Airgram\NO·~ A, -48 fropi . 

·Tangier· dated March 7). if• .. , • 

. . ~ : ... 
According to a later communicatioi1 from the'\U.0. LegatHl-h'iri Tangier~ 

favorable, consideration has been given by the Hir;h, Conjmissiorwr there'tto. 
the request of :the Je'..'ish communities of Tander ar\d,Tettian that 500· 
refuge..; children be permitted to go to Tangi~r temporil:Hly 

High Commissioner is said to have state(i. that sirice Madrid 
to make the final ciecision, the request·. was'· forwarded( by him vii th: 

'favorable recommendation. The important question, .. it.rtas said, 
so much of a financial .. one as· finding ~he necessary:supplies 'l'"'"c,;·,,,.. 

the children (Cable No,. 157 from Tangier dated June 2). 
f'·---

. ' ., > l 

. . , s,i~\Wi~I:,~~,k~;";: · . 
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ooPERATION Willi· owER GOVERJ~JEN~S: 

ITALY 

., · The ·Board received .. through the u •. s. Embassy."inAlgiers a report concerning ·conditions of Jews··. in Italy,.· Sicily, ana "'"""'~¥-1•'""";: ·m·errar·ed by ·.the Displaced Persons· Sub .. coinmission of the vv"'"'"-'"'"-'J"''"' :·This report/stated. that the. Sub-Commissioil had uanUJl"u ·.3,000 Jew:i in liberated· Italy'.· Among these Jews ·.who had. been·'either released 'from internment or u.Lsu•.Lau"u . norlna.l. places.:.qf' residenc~· ·by reason .. of military ·.r ,., ..... <.+.i• n•··" from .Germany~ Poland, Austria~ Czechoslovakia; ·.e.nd .m,ns.Lav,a o reached . .Italy be.fore or;: during the viar; and refugees .riwe . the Dalmatian Islands •>· These refl_!gees were cared for in .. camps at Ferramonti ( Cos·enza) and Palermo (Sicily), in camps: at Bari: . and Naples, and irz transit.· camps in Li)cce Provi."Jce;.•, ·c . . ,.,: -. ~ - ··< ;~.-- . . . ·_ :··.- . ~- . ..-.: ':; .. _,_ ··.( . -. i_-. i .... - ._ • Prior to the Allied landings, .the Union of· Jewish Committees, Delasem,.; < with.a central office in northern .Italy,- reportedly cared for Jewish · · · · . immigrants. · Contact with this organization, however, ended in October · · 1943. (See Dispatch No. 106 :(rom Algiers flated February 11.) 
' .,, - ~ . \· ;' . : ·<.. . In March James Saxon, Special Repr~~eritativ'e of the Boa:r,'d in Nortl:\ · ·:· ·F"; ·Africa, went to Bari in order to· examirle the Balkan. refugee problem in .. ; ;\':<Italy (Cable No. 1036 from Algiers dated March: 29). Acll:errna!Ul, ·the · Board's Special Representative in the Iviediterranean. Ar'ea, l~te,r' recoin­mended that Saxon be recalled to Washington in order t6.report· in ,_deto;il on the refugee situation, particularly with respect to' tlie possib~Lities of rescue operations in and through Partisan tef~.itory •. Partisan repre-. . .. sentatives, according to Ackermann, claim tohaveLdonemuch already in·· ;;:;,,;,.!'.,i ·\ this direction,. but they are ·handicapped by lackof' ships, :supplies:,:;( ~~;:r.;:J':·;::;:;.,,,;and money. •. (See Cable No. 1173 from Algiers .dated·April 8.) .. - · ·:< ;;~;x:_y;;t;f', · Certain recommend~tions of Saxon'. s were relayed to the Board ill' a·;;~:i•<<t .. .< person by Michael Hoffman,· TreaSUFY representative .returned from Nortit !i;'?.•:Jo,:;;t:;i~;.t. Africa, _through whom· a written report .from:Saxon was also transmitted~< !~i;}/~:t;);ni~~:~\~~---- . ·.<- ... ____ -----:- · -_ --. ___ ;' .. ·---- .. _:~ _, __ :-_,~--~-- _, -::--,_-- ____ -__ _ --~ _._· ·-;_, .;;::;-;·;,<::·.~;·'.·::·:,' .:. According, to a report.from Minister Harrison in'-Be:tn1 efforts were :·· ·:i}t~))ii,.:) afoot in northern. Italy .to raise the mti-'Jewish campaign there to the . ~j(;::v,>:·:·;r::) same level of intensity as the Ge:r!l'an-inspi~ed campaigns in Hungary,.:! :'1'):);'/\);}\f?/,Slo':'akiat.and other sate].lite countr~es (Cable No• 2677 from Berndated ~ ..... ,,.,,., .,, , ..• Apr~l 27) • ; : '< .. ·, _. ~f ('l;:Y'''' ·. . . ' .·. '. ,. 

:;·.·!\ .. , "" · See also III A, Appointment of:Special Representatives and Evacuations to and through Ital;/, 
. . ' 

~sfj{~i;Jfi::ttt\(V).1::Y)ii,~~r~~~1',:~.~(;:c~1\v~~Ektii~tt!L-i:h,:;,,;,~~:;~~~'L'h:,~-~:::::.•:L.,,-',.:.,.·-.:,~ .. ·.,, .. ,,",,, .. , .... ,.,,.,;:z:;,;:;:~T:;.;;-;;tXi.,:,,t.,:~:i;.~~.~i!·:::i!J.j~ 



CYrnER COUNTRIES 

FINLAND 

. report received f'rom. Minister Gullion·. in H<>· '""''"' 
'Tl''"'~_,T·""·. _.cooperation that· may be expected f'rom Finland. 
out Board objectives.,. At' present, according to the report, 

.no actual of'f'icial discriliunation against refugees in Finland. 
the entry of refugees is not encouraged. by the Finnish Goverliment,, 

·are not tti!-ne::i back·at the frontier. On the ba.sis of inf'ormal 
· Minist"l::: Gullion reported his belief' that the Finnish. Governm~nt. would 
_at this time :;be strongly attracted by any opportunity to associate 
itsel::' 11ith Western democracies" -and· would in all probability iilstlil a 

·declaration with respect to its willingness to facilitate the movement . 
of refugees. This statement 11ould not, hmmver, stigmatize the German 
(Cablesdlo,_ )03 and 341 from Helsinki dated April 3 and 20). . 

In a cable to Helsinki the Board has indica-ted agreement with 
·the tJ. s. Legation's suggestion that the political factor!'l,,ifivolved~' 
in connection with obtaining an official Finnish statement on Har' ~ 
refugee matters·outw:eigh any advantages that might accrue through.-tho 
issu'lllco of such a statement at this time. · 

W.th respect to tho evacuation of minority groups in Finl~nd',i:{hose·· 
live"~ ;·:r-,t::.d be endangered as a result of incroasoc! German influence) 
tho ~ .. '!txi.iun has been advised of tho report from Minister Johnson ii:C 
Stock.'x·lfl that refuge would probably be extended by Sweden if~ the ·mn1sn•"'-:. 
Go78rnme!!t requested the Sv1edish Government to allow such entries. on··" :h<•· •'·" · 
grounds that·the lives of the persons ·in question wore in jeopardy·in 
Finland .. Accordingly, the Legation has been authorized to approach· the< ~J(·/~: ~c· Finnish Government in its discretion, in the event developments· make i~ 

if/ .. :.;':; ·, desirable to evacliate from Finland pot-ential victims. of tho Gestapo' 
:.r.•. ':·-.;: Ldcablc No. 104 from Helsinki dated March 4). ' . · · '· · ··• .... _:_ .. · ·•···-• :_-; , ___ .:"' _/ '· - . 

if~ .:.:.:: .. •·: . As a result ~f Board .representations, the Suodish Goverrunontims :;:;. . 
;f'P·:_;:;·. authorized the issuance of visas permitting tho evacuation from Finland· 
(::.~·.::;.:.,:·, to Sweden of 100 threatened Jewish rofugcies from central Europe (see 
~i{Js'~r:>>,vr E - 6, Evacuatio11 of Refugees from Finlnnd). · 
~~~--'.:.':<. . . 
':(· '· 

m:cr.,\sf;ficmu · 
·State Dept. Letter, l-11'7Z 



COOPERATION WITH OTHER GOVERNMENTS: OTHER CODzyrRl:ES 

AFGHANISTAN 

~~~~1ir~;·: . According to a r~~~~t from the u. s. Legation 
'i}{;·;<;:;;(icj<;''. is little chance for any. substantial number of refugees to be abs 
':\)!ij):;?d~:·K\'.'. into the Afghan economy, !lOr is it likely that they be welcome· in 
;,'~{':ft/:;:'/fanatically Moslem country:· Because of the primitive economy and 
. '),;::':(,;',~':i>··: standard of living in Afghanistan; there is said. to be practically no 

;-;'.· ,: ·' · ·~ opportunity for Europeans in the fields of domestic commerce, 
or the .service trades. , It was indiciJ.ted, ·however, that since the Afghan 
Government. has iri'the past welcomed· the coming of. qualified technicians·;·,· .. 
and profe·ssional men, it is possible that a small number ,.. perhaps fifty:-,>· 
such refugees· and their dependents might be accepted· in Afghanistan. 
It was suggested·that if the names and qualifications of refugees proposed 

··"' for settlement in th8.t country '.'/ere'. to be sul)mi tted,, the Afghan Government 
.. 1vould be approached by the Legation and the matter discussed with them.· . 

.. ,: ·., 

In this connection it was added that although Jews are "not pophlar11 in 
Afghanistan, there has been no serious aiscriminatic)n a:gai'nst them . 
(Dispatch No. 405 frc;Jm Kabul dated March 5) ~ .• · · 

. DECLA~slFIF:D : .• · . 
State Dept. Letter, l;ll-72 
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