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GREAT ERITAIN:' GENERAL ‘SUMMARY

Refugee.:Board represents this Governmént's determinat
'out fiectively the: pollcy heretqfore«agreed
5 taker 11:possible measures: fo

:through sué
Pre31dent and through 1nstructlons o Britis repressntatlve
countrles comparable to the clrcular cable’ instructions’ sent by
United States to 1ts M1331ons upon -the creatlon of'the Boa

Ambassador Wlnant prompuly reported that he hadxhad informal-=dis
cussions with the Foreign Office concernlng the Board:an
was stated that question had arisen in ‘the House'of’ Common
the British intendto make a similar move. | -The Foreign Offic
" that the British probably. would not set up-such a-board’
Gabinet Committee on Refugees already exists and functions tho
composition has not yet been made publlc) Wirant also reporte
British wanted to know if such measures as surprise parach
‘ments were contemplated in. carrying out Board. purposes;:the S
Vlar's membership on the Board having suggested:-possibl promise
military measuresiin connection w1th rescue: operatl
from- London dated February G

In reply the'Board 1nd1cated that the use
envisioned unlessithe: ‘rescues’ are ‘the diréct result o }
The Board again asked- for - the ‘reaction of -the: Foreign ffic
proposal that instructions: be- issued. to British representativ
comparable . to U, S.° 1nstruct10ns of January 25! (Cable
London.dated Februaryf9) :
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réffect that: th Brlﬁish Forelgn Office expected to 1nform its repre n
tives,: partlcularlynin coutttries where the refugee question is active
of American 1nstructions to ‘itsMissions on refugee matters British.

affirmlng “the Brxglsh ‘Government s "earnest de51re and practlca

1ntentlon of assoclating ‘themselves. with the United States: Gover
: 'fugee Board: -in partlcular, in- endeavorlng 10! arry

65 : oM mden adde:

ertain questions: raised’ by ) [
Congress: in. connectlon with relief and evacuation activities were;
relayed by Winant-in a later- communlcatlon (Cable No.™ 1541 from'London
‘dated February 2Ly
Board 1nd1cated that it had- not made any dec '1on o *pproach th

- country. to the Jews and other: persecuted people

. Policy on the Blockade)
indicated that it had in preparation a statement advi 1n
among other things, of the licensing: by the - Treasurj
rescue .and relief. onera tions in. enemy. and- enemy=oceu 'ed

n: Hefugees
pected to be made ‘to ‘show" ak rift. between this® Government'and;the
"British on'refugee: policy: ‘The: FOreign Offlce, Winant said, propos '
:to reply that this<was not the" case,
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hours, flnally votlng the sum requested by the,. Governmen

the Intergovernmental Committee! favored the establishment of a Britis

agency comparable to the Board.’ The Government tcok'the :positio -th
he

ex18tencefof a’ c&binet~committee already concerned’,
constltutlonal objections:te. the establlshment f"

—‘Department 1t was. indicated. that concern had- been expressed Ly :th
1Br1t13h .over, the: financlal aspects ‘of . the recen llce_Slng by “thé
-Treasury of.. International Red Cross purchases: in enemy -territory
‘State urgently requested that prop sed future transactlons be cl
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T i-economic: warfare aspects" with the. Foreign-Economic:Adminis
and with the British,iiIn reply the Board indidated that operationsiin
this‘field heve ‘bsen in accordance with this Gavernment Vs policy
has" been established for some time; that, although, the Board, intend;
keep:the Britidhiinformed: of what 1t does and, of course, inténds
‘consider:any objéctions they may have, it does not_contenplate:¢learing
. 1ts'progrems with'them, especially since-that has not beer:its procédur

vin;this:field inthe:past, s-5576,7and 75566 8l
II.G,  Poliey on,the"Clearance

later:developments . on. his:.score

Lowed: - uny ! -} The: suggestion. by this:Governm

“been, madé”in conndction with: the- Swiss effort to obtain exit permits:
for Jewish-children in France, :The - ritish replied-that~since; the Swis;
had. not yet obtained 'any promise of xit permits-and:ha
‘sentations to either sthe Intergovernmental Committec on the. British

- Government- regardingiconditions under. which they would:receive
children,”the questicn of the children's ‘eventually going to Palestine

- was.regarded as-entirely hypotlietical, The Foreign. Office"
folt that Mit: wouldibe undesirable to freeze any substantial

.of certificates foricdses which may hever arise,". ;The Foreig

- stated, however,*thet; it would give zppropriate onsider 1ito;

. matter-if and when the Swiss Government approdachéd- the. Intergovernmenta
"Committee -for' coneréte assurances, The Board was. ‘also: advised
unused balance of the originel quota of 75,000 Jewish immigrants
Palestine fixed by the bhite Paper was approximately 2650005 n: th

. connection the Secretary of State for the Colonies indicdted a
nent in November: 1943, with respect to.the balance: admissiblé’ iinde:
the existing quotajithat ‘thosesunablé -to reach P lestine: by
1944 mould not: be'excluded by the’ time feetire’ and:that 1no

- will.be:lacking o the part of i His Majesty s’ Governmen b

* their:arrivel.subject’ to:the,critérion’ of : economicabsory

capacity,”’ (See.Dispatch” Noii¥4393'from Londoh dated: March 113

.‘valso attachments #2and 3 toVI-D L7, Evachation: of

from-France.) -/ ! RN :
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approprlateuBritlshzofflclals as sooh ‘as possible wi

asking- Britain's: representative on the Mediterranean shlpplng ‘board
MEDBO) to: aSSISt in efforts to arrangé for the charter of an I

-vessel to ‘the Turks in- connection with prOJected evacuation’ operat1

~(Cable No. 2516 to London ‘dated March 31; see attachment #8.)

fForelgn Cff*ce and. the Mlnlstry of War, Transport were approached

matter and "generally favoruble”“ ‘instructions. were sald B

refugees from enemy’ onpre551on if facllltles for ad

clothing: and foodstuffs were granted. Accordingly,

undertake to obtain-from the appropriate British’ authorltle .
concurrence in the Board's position that definitive assurandes: sho
given to the neutrals that additional food and clothing would ‘be
through the blockade, subJect to approprlate safeguards, in
ficient to meet increased needs arising from their rcceptl
“(Cable,No.' 3953, to London dated May:18). : The Board was
connection’that:. meetlng ‘held. at: the: Nlnlstry of", Ecoro e
London . in: Mapch, tordiscuss with' the Swiss the’ possiblllty f
recelving snsll nore’ chlld,refugees from German-held: rlt




In iﬁnenthe Bfitlgﬁﬁagreed to the“301ﬁt establishment. in:Tripo
emporary .camp for rergees from-southern Ttaly:.(see VI G
i Trlpolltanla and, yrenalca)

Jewish, refugées from,souther 'Italy
.camps in Pa;estine (see,VI G =3,

‘as wall as. from Turkey,lto temp
Tcmporary Havens Palestine)

£ orelgn:Office'also_lndlcated.that as soon'as_the Rum
Cross, the Swiss authorlties in Rumanla, and the Internatlonal Red Cross,

1lotted for 1mmigrat10n into Ielestlne to those Jews clsewhere whose
ives®are st111 1n danger as'a rosult of enemy*oppr6551on.




“Office- concluded by p01nting ‘out that whlle considerable numbers 0.
Yugoslev refugees, from Hungary have already been received in Palestlne,
and while .it does not doubt the desirability of moving other. refugoes fro
southern Italy:for operational reasons, it believes that alternative:
places of refuge. should be used to the greatest p0551ble extent,? (Se
Cabla ho. 5104 from I@ndon dated June 28 comprising attachment £9._

" For an- account of a scheme proposed to the Board by the Erltlsh o’
supplemcnt financing. of rescue and relief projects, see VII
Cooperatlon with-the Intergovernmental Comm1ttee.»




1503 TO LONDOV FROM THE BOARD

February 29, 1944

Refer'to your 1554 of February 25 w1th respect to antlclpated de~
ate in the House of Commons on. the refugee problem. R

: As prev1ously stated 1t is the pollcy of thls Government 0
ncourage ‘and partlclpate in effective cooperative efforts with other
governments.’in taking all. p0551ble measures for the speedy rescue and.
‘relief of-the Jews 6f. PBurope and-other victims of Hitler's persecutlo
This. Government hopes’ and believes. that .its actions in this: matter:will .
ot be unllateral and.that the British Government. will actlvely cooperate
‘in concret measures de51gned to carry eut thls pollcy.~

“ British Government should drift apart in refugee policy. = We hope such:v 7,
c-will not be the case.  VWhether -this will happen is not- of course .dependent -
as much upon the expressions of policy made by each government as it is. .-

'upon the actual steps whlch are taken by each government to put these -

: Urpose : T
carrying out without delay the policy announced by: th Preside :
‘Board is now preparing for your information and for ‘submission to- +th
British Government a detailed statement of “the action already “taken. arx
of the programs initiated to rescue and bring relief to war refugée:
feel that the Forelgn Office should know, before making its” ‘pPropose
in Parliament, that the Board has under consideration various
steps of which we hope to apprise it in the near future;. T
Government will then be in a better position to Jjudge the actua signi~
ficance of the policy of this Government and to determlne the steps it is
prepared to take to carry out a similar pollcy.

The Var Refugee .Board has no objection in prlnclple to al plenary \
meetlng of ~the Intergovernmental Committee, but -has: not: deflnltely forma~- -
lated its’ views on‘ future actions which may be requested £ the Commlttee.r_

- The WEr Refugee Board is pleased to be 1nformed that ‘the Brltlsh :
Forelgn Office has instructed all of its missions abroad o consult with .
United States diplomatic and consular representatlves w1th a view to co~"
operatlve actlon. B L
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CABLE NO. 1812 TO‘LONDON FROM -THE BOARD

Merch lO, 1944

<Board is: taklng and. is prepared to take are in accordance w1th the fol—
Jﬁﬁ owing* general pattern : :

(l) The: Board realizes that its chances of sav1ng most of. the: Jews:
and :other vlctlms,of enemy oppression fram death lies in the p0551b111ty
f. changing” the actions. and attitude of the.enemy, particularly his: ‘satel-
lltes, subordlnates and functlonarles. The Board 1s conv1nced that 1t i

hat- the Allled Governments view.in a most serious llght thelr asslstance
n any form-to Hitler's program to exterminate the Jews, and other. similar
groups, regardlng-all such action’ as criminal participation in. organlzed
‘murder .. The: Board also believes it necessary to make clear.to the Satel-
lites by all p0331ble means, its intention to do everythlng in its power
to rescue. such unfortunates who are in danger of death, in order not only
+to give the satellites a clear view of the attitude of this country- 1n
the matter, but, also of the opportunities which® exist.for
the execution of our policy. The Board feels very strongly that.a cam=- -
paign-of this kind must be made through all possible channels -and be ‘con-
stantly repeated at every available opportunity. The Board believe: that
- parallel action on the part of other Allied Governments-would do”
deal to assure the success of this endéavor. At the moment itod ~ta
that pressure be brought to bear particularly on Rumania and Bulgarla, -be
cause in those areas there are many refugees in imminent danger of ~death
Who can be evacuated to Turkey and other places if those Governme 5
mlt 1t. :

In addltlon to brlnglno pressure through various channels ari maklng
formal representations to the governments of the satellite countries,’ th
Board feels that there should be -employed in this campaign all available |
means for effecting the widest dissemination of :our.attitude notonly . to‘.,
the governments themselves but to the largest number possible’ .of “the - )
people of satellite countries. In this connection the. Office of. War. In-_ .
formation is.cooperating with the War Refugee Board -in bringing- home to.

_the people 1n Germany and the satellite countrles the fact that we con51der

‘(cont )
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o gy : N AR Vo
this mattér:to‘be’bf.péramouniﬁimportance and intend vi "ous
sue all possible means.of accomplishing our objective, .n. .-

© (2) 'In addition to this program designed to bring about a’chang,
in the actions and attitude of our enemies, the Board'is:convincedrth;
there is a real opportunity for actually bringing many of these‘peoplgs
out of German’ controlled territory.’ The Board is determinedvto:dp,what)
it can to bring these people out, in as large numbers as-possible.: The’
-Board ‘is certain that-this Government and its Allies can find“forxphgsef
peréons»temporary havens' of refuge. “The Board feels very. strongly-t
i some solution: of anyproblems which may arise in:finding 2 "temporary;re-
,§£% fuge for_these~peoplekgnceithey have escaped : from Hitlerggan'and}mu
@it found by -the: British and American- Governments and that:in!any even
problemsfmustfbe,subordinate§~tp-therprogramvof rescue.

1

o, £ g éxaﬁbleSVGf{heésurés‘Wﬁiéﬁ'h&%é diréé y been’ take
ithe Board.will illustrate the extent.to which this Government. is pre

Ny 7

~(a) .This Government: has requested the cooperation-of. the neutral:
‘European countries:in this endeavor - Thus, in order t6 increase:-th
‘flow of. refugees through Turkey from occupied areas this.Government
*being requested to relax border and- > The Board is
‘offering to arrange for financing the setting up of recepti
‘which would receive refugees entering those countries-.and would make it
‘Possible to-take them on t0 other places as rapidly as po
. (b) . This Government is actively engaged in trying %o
blem of getting’ships to-transport refugees. o1
‘opportunities for. actually rescuing such peop
Jacent: to Turkey and the Black Sea. Tt is known that:in Transhistria;
Rumania and Bulgaria there are substantial numbers of refugees i
danger of death. - It also appears that arrangements can be madd wi
Turkish Government

The Board, in this connection, is endeavoring‘to‘arrénge'for»a
small Turkish vessel to proceed to the Rumanian port: of :
evacuate to“Turkeyrapproximately one
of the S. S..VATAN,
réported by the Board's represe
to. replace the ship i
Government. - Such a




‘pbssibil:iqﬁﬂi obtalnlng some Swedlsh shlps for this purpose is:also belng
taken up:with the~Swedlsh Government. The Board 1s also’ explorln oth
. posslbllltles._' .

. (e) - Iicenses o slx prlvate organlzatlons in the Unlted States have
'already been issued by this. Government g1v1ng perm1531on‘¢o their: represen—
tatives in Switzerland, in order to carry on relief 'and evacuation: opera
ions. in enemy: terrltory, ‘to engage in the required: communlcatlon and,
1nanc1ng transactions, Our 242 of January 18, 1944 and also cur A—139
of January 31;' 1944, describe, in thig connection, licenses which now-have
een;amended. to permit.the acquisition, if necessary, of local.funds: agalnst
ayment in; free exchange or.‘free currency notes, from persons 1n4'nemy or

More’.complete - detalls'w1ll -be sent to you shortly concernlng these

measures as well ‘as others whlch the Board has taken or.is. plannlng to
,1n1t1ate. fane ;
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“A number.o; prlva e orgaﬂ1zat10ns in the Unlted States have been

granted auvhorlty to cerry on evacuation and relief operations in

ccupied Europe.- Following the Board!s reCOmmendatlon, the Treasury De—
partment has issued licenses granting the representatives of these | organi- ..
zatlons in Switzerland permission to finance their operations by acqulrlng

he requisite Local currency if necessary from persons in enemy territory .
-against the payment of .free exchange and to carry on such communications.
as may be necessary with persons in enemy territory. The Board, Treasury
and State Departments have taken the position that in these cases the main
.consideration is the saving of lives and that this is paramount toith
p0551b111ty'that certain amounts of free exchange may become available:in
-enemy territory. Among the relief and rescue projects the executi
.which has been fac1lltated by the Board and which have been sponsored by
private organlzatlons are’ the following:

1. bvacuatlon from France.to Switzerland.

o(a) Evacuatlon of Abandonnd Jewish Chlldren. There has bee

.8 1lcense for one-rescue program involving abandoned children 'in ‘hiding
in France numberlng several thousand who may be deported. to Poland n:the
‘near’ future.  'Attempts are being made to sustain and keep alive theue

hildren in France but they:cannot be: brought into Switzerland in’ large.
numbers until some assurance is received by the Swiss:Government: “that the:
tehildren will be removed: after the hostilities end. "Ths Boaraffﬁﬁrpr
posed. that this' Government give the Swiss assurances that American.vis:
will be granted to 4,000 ¢hildren from France entering Sw1tzer1and and
that removals :will be granted for these visas as necessary.

(cont )
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“which several private orgamzatlons are carrying out” de51gned Lo rescue
‘and give relief topolitical and Christian refugees and scholars ,who:

" have been‘unable to leave France. Upon the recommendation of: the" ‘Board,"
‘the Treasury issuedlicenses to make funds avallable in Switzerland for:
‘use in carry:mg forwa.rd th:.s program.‘ R

(c) World Jevn.sh Congress Progra.m. " With the aid 'bf the‘Bsard s the
World JerSh Congress has. worked out a program to. evacuate refugees ‘into

position:to:aid refugees across the Polish border 1nto Hunga.ry “wheré
there is. already ‘a ‘large- Jewish community to help’ the refugees.-and “aid
¢ them to become -absorbed intothe Hungarian economy.  -The. Union has been
granted authorization to communicate with and transmit funds to ‘these -
To meet t.he requ:l.remen‘cs of this plan, $100 OOO has ‘been:sent

to :Lnternees in Gzechslovakla, Rumania, Hungary and Croatla ;.
private organization in the United States provided $lO0,000
an approach:.was made by the Board.. .

this sum has been remitted to Switzerland which per,

theTequesb of—the- Board to two private. orgam.zatlons. Authorlza.tlon is
given by these, licenses for, the borrowing of funds in- Shangha “ag
promlse for reimbursement. after the war's end. SEES :




CampbeJ., " .
felt that thsrs need be no insuperable objections:
of the u‘r'an..,ac tion, . though there were; certaln dif




N created by™ ‘any modification of rules which have hitherto- governed inan
cial measures:of this nature, . I should therefore. be: very grateful

you would: look into this. matter, and let me have par‘blculars £t
t,ransactlons 1nvolved, ‘For 'bransmlss:Lon to nv Governmen




IEI‘TER FROM THE STATE.DEPARTL,{ENT TO HE BOARD

~

March 4, 194.4.

. collaborating in 'l:he closest posslble way. Nothlng should be- perml'bted
to injure thisy relatlonshlp, and future programs should be worked out

with this Department, Mr.. Stone of. Foreign Economic Admnlstratlon,
Hr Thorold_, in. t.he).r economlc warfare aspects. Mr Wa.rr :

to the World Jevish Congress, and assuned. that 39100 000 -wa ,the total
authorized. T told him the sum was in excess of r»‘250,000, but gave no
further information.

: VSincerely yours,

Charles P. Taf
D:Lrector, Office -of
fa.rtlme Economl
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As - you khow; etailed, report of the ‘activitie:
Board is being: prepared‘for despatch’to Ambassador Winant’ foi-th
h

not be familiar ’1th the background of the 11cen51ng problem

in these rescué operations.  The World Jewish Congress, whlch'flrsh pre
_sented to this Government a proposal for the rescue. and,rellef o

in the occupied’ terrltorles, did not/obtain the necessary.

five months. after the proposal was presented This ‘dela

part to the,objections which had been raised by the British and £in 11
on December ‘17, 1943, after detailed memoranda on the delays"ijere. pr
sented by the TreaSury to the State Department, after several conferenc
betweon the Secretarles of State and Treasury and "after recelpt of a

he State Department,‘an swithout clearance.withithe British;
dicenses to the_Amerlcaanewish Joint :Distributio Commltt

raanlzatlons to carry on relief and ovacuation’ operatlons in:enemy
Th91Wor1d Jew1s G
& ]
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i 18ince the creation of the War
several .other- privatej»‘.organizatio_ns in -
its attention and ‘the Board has approve
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GABLE NO, 2516 TO LONDON FROM THE BOARD'

4 Margh 31,“1944 f

¥ 7. There:has been received from the Government. of .Turkey; an:offe

charter a:Turkish ship:to make a:single:trip for the. ‘purposeio:

a number-ofrefugees to'Haifa from Constanza. "This: ;s therr

of an urgent attempt toifacilitate:the evacuation of refugess: from
Rumania) and’ long: negotiaticna betweén: the Government :of:Turkey,: Ambagsador
Steinhardt and:the War{Refugee Board's representative.in’ Ankara, e

War Refugee Board has authorizediimmediate chartor: of ‘the .vessel
order-to:oblain the charter the.United.States Government: has :Buaranteed.

_replacement of ;the Turkish ‘ship-should.it be lost.on the voyage.
- ations to obtain safe conduct.from,the appropriate governments.a

Tt
o

+ -carried on.at’the present time,

%

. "It has’'been indicated. by the Turkish Government that unless’equi
Jlent tonnage is chartered:-to them by the: United: States: Government,. the
i vesgel referred’ to will make only.oné.trip because of t hippin
shortage... ' . i ; i :

+._ - The War Refugee Board'is trying.to meet the Turkish'requiret

so that the vessel will make more than one trip, - The Var:Shipping
Administration has requested Kalloch, the Mediterranean Regional Di

of the War Shipping Administration, to explore the possibility. that the
Italians might be willing to charter to the Government. of Turke ¢
‘their vessels if arrangements for carrying out the evacuation

*_can be made,.Kallach, who is working through MEDRO, ‘has ‘asked:
‘Request. Gibson.Graham, British representative on MEDBO;Y toihd

- endeaver, -~ Welrequest tha‘b'nyou-COmmunicaté-gas‘jsscion;aé.f’posls ¢

‘British Ministry. of War'Transport -with a view:t6 obtainin Gibsor
assistance .in-thls matter; ;i) i ;

¢ DECLASSIFIED
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ryiis Shared by: thGJBrltlSh Governmenf
,the ForelgnSOfflce that'lt_was

pOSSlble to allev1ate the plight of Jews in: Hungary:have
H"Brltlsh authorltles. i

and w1111ncr to accommodate 40,000 Yugoslav refugees in Egyp bu Y
UMRRA has notibeen able as yet to-secure the necéssary medicdl  staf
military. authorities doubt that they can accommodate more than hé 25 OO
.who have arrlved 1n Egypm already. : :

) Therefore the Forelgn Office has requested the European'h d uart TS
of UNRRA to, exp dlne prOVlSlon of a medlcal staff

134 1 “out plans already_ onpletod}to moveias
many Jew1sh1'efugees as posslble from the Balkans is: ‘being ma
Brltlsh authorltles.x As¢ soon as: the Pumanlan Re Cross} thb S)

’, However ;it  seems that 'in 211’ probab1 1t
i1 not grant “the- necessary safe conduct ‘in: thl
any more:than it that of “the’SS"TART for- vhich, phgrAmqglga Emb;
6 ( 'However,,we will” actlvely pursue the matte

5 DECLASSIFTED
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. :The'establishment of, a’refugee camp-in Tripolitanta has’been
agreed to by the British Government. and it is examining the pr
that Sicilg sh ecome- a destination for refugees.,,

50 T 19 agreed bo by the’ Foreign Office: that camp Lyaut

Fechala should not t pened: to refugees from Italy'as it must be:kep
available for thoge efugees . coming from, Spain.,
: ; : o S




‘certificates to Palest

- refugees would be snterlng ‘those countrles on¢y
on cntry mlght therefore be easod (zee” attachment #l)

. Representatlves of’the anrd conferred with Me
Embassy with respect to this problem, " In a subsequent
Board Hayter forwarded a copy of a statcment the British

“to Secretary Hull on September 9, 1943, disclosi

. the British. p031t10n in this. matter (see ‘attachments #27 an
-of this-statement :of British- polic 7
representative in: Turkey )




IETTER+T0 . THE BRITISH EMBASSY FROM THE EMERGENCY GOJ

THE JEWISH PEOPLE OF EURCPE

6, most-advisable and opportune’if- the Palestin
ome:;10,000: ~ out "of the now-atailablée: 30,000

with. the British Consuls.in'Turkey and:Spain:

, .could.“inform, the -Turkish and Spanish Gover: ments
of this-action,  which: might’ very well-result in saving :the-1ives 'of fany

~ 'We feel that if this is done without elay it will.
to help save many thousands of lives. I am under the:impre
this proposal does not require.any ‘change of the.exiStin
His Majesty's Government in regard ‘to Palestine, and: T
peedy-action 'in this' direction can be’ takén, .




zed 't diseloss it infatr “conf’; ) L1
' The,‘United: States’Ambassador at Ankara’has-al

In view of London's’ emphaéis on. sé_cx"ec;y I’am sure you wi ;
‘the importance of treating this information as strictly conf dentia




and” only.,m very speclal cases and for very speclal 2850
authorlty ‘be- glven for anJ onward 't.ransport to’ Palestm




+its own attitude toward:Nazi war crimes-and atrocitiss :
nment directed that the British Broadcastiqg Company’ . repor

t-fully in all languages

.- The.Board was subsequently advised that on March ‘30" Anthony Eden
i Secretary of; State for Foreign Affairs, in response -to:a:quéstion:aske
in the ‘Houserof. Comnons as to whether or not the: British Gov

any statement ‘to make with reference to the peril threatening Jews:in
the Balkans, called attention to:'the wholehéarted approval given b
Majesty's Government to the President's statement. ' Eden mad )
statement on behalf of the British Government. In this declaratio Eden
. noted that the Nazi program of exterminating the Jews

and repeated Britain's determination to bring. those:guilty. i

The satellite:governments'were'warned by Eden that their:continus

ance in these persecutions will not be forgotten

nor will®the people-and officials

and mercy. beoverlocoked

8ee_attachment #1)

casts to'e emy and occupied. territories and to the 's

statement was, Likewise given wide elre
ke




o
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: 15t : My Hon . will" ha
of t : 24%h March'by President: Roosevelt the!

of his question and of’the fact tha His*Majesty's‘Governmen ‘at.‘once
wholeheartsdly ‘associated themselves with the:United States Gover

in thisfmatber,. Further;action is now under dlséussion”betweén the
United States. Government ent-and. T, :

take this opportunity i ‘

following declaration

ment and-A1lied.Governm

been -halted;  The persecution: of the' Jews has. in ‘particulsr been
horror-and intensity, On this His Majesty's Goverament in'domn

their Allies, now that the hour of Germany's defeat ‘grows®evér nearer
more certain, can only repeat their detestation of Gerriany!'s’ s
their determination that all those guilty of them shall be

Justice. .But apart from direct guilt there is sbill

pation in-crime, - Satellite: governm

tions named by Berlin must knov

DECLASS
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'try to make amends for-their deeds of shame by’releaSIng thelr victins
-and making so far:'as is: possible restitution to them.. His Majesty'

. Government: are confident that. they are expressing the sentiments of ‘all;
- the Allied Governments in calling upon: the countries altied with orisu
Ject to Germany: to-join in preventing further: persecution:and cooperate
in protecting and saving the innocent,. His Majesty!'s. Government. fo

- part are- firmly resolved to continue 1n cooperation with-all: Governm

- and private ‘authorities concerned.to: rescue. and maintain:so’ fa

in their ower all:those menaced by the: Nazi:terror

very 1mportant statement -he has made’ is given the: w1dest publlci
enemy and enemy occupied counfrles and among: their satellltes and no
least among the Slovaks whose a titude ‘has ‘been’ extremely unsatlsfa
‘80 that-.the message may be “eaiﬂby: an '
ments, p0551bly by lbaflet

Mlster Eden.A Yes,j51r

F
D \L-L,um, 1-11-72







- Early in March-a request was dispatched to Ambassador’ Harrima it

* Moscow,. asking him to solicit the’ cooperation of the.Soviet \Government
. both in-general terms and in connection with certain. specific pro

on which the Board “is working (Cables. No. 554 and 555'to; Moscow dated
. March 11; see attachments #1 and 2).  Harriman in turn'indicated’tha :

a memorandum on this matter had been handed to Vyshinski. Reference’wa,

made in this memorandum to the.parallel sction which both ‘the United.

States.and the Soviet:Union -have taken and can take in trying to impress

on Germany and the satellite countries the fact that they will ‘be held
accountable for inhuman actionshagainst the Jews and other minority
groups. . Russia was requested to cooperate in'the  campai nito bring
pressure  to bear on the governments of the ‘satellits countries; partic
ularly Rumania, Bulgaria, and Hungary, since there are man refugees in:
those areas in imminent danger of death who might be-evacuate

and other places if those governments permit it.  (See
Moscow dated March 24.) Do : o

The Soviet reply stated, in substance, that ‘the pdlicyrof~thé goy
- ment has been, and still is, to aid in every way pessible thg victims:o
persecution by Hitlerite Germany (Cable No, 1326 from Moscow
April 17). . . S :

Another report from Moscow stated that, with respeet:
Russia was essentially concerned with. taking care of her
whom the German invasion had displaced.’ According:to Har img, !
immigrants likely %o receive a welcome in Russia, at least during:thes:
war, were persons with a communistic background.

dated March 9 comprising attachment #3.)

- Later in March Russia's cooperation was eolicited in the attempt’to:
obtain safe-conduct for  certain Bulgarian boats whieh the In ernational’ .
Red Cross had ‘reported were immediately available for tran porting Jewish
refugees from Mangalia to Istanbul'(Cable No. 648 ‘to Moscow. dated March 21;.

1
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-questlon as soon as. lnformatlon could be supplied regarding recognltlon
marking of the shlps thelr courses, nnd the dates of expected departur
and arrlval.rw . .

) In another communicatlon from Harrlman the Board wae advised -
a memorandum was left with Soviet officials requesting -safe~-condu
the. Turkish. ship "Tari® to evacuate refugees from Constanza (Cabl,
‘dated March. 20-.see—attachment #5). ‘Russian safe-conduct: was: sub
granted "(See Gable 04°644 from Ankara dated Aprilill.)

Copiesof the Presidentts: statement ‘on atrocities’ galn
(see VA= 1) were’ made -available to. the appro)rlate Soviet; ‘offie
. 699 to Moscov ‘dated. March ‘24). . Thé"Board, was latér. ads
- by Harriman that. .hél spoke with Vyshlnsxl ‘about- “the Presldent's ‘statemen
;and. solicited Soviet. cooperation:with the Board!s' psychological prog;
Vyshinsk1 asserted that ‘the views  of the:Soviet Government: in thi
were well knoan. He" 1nd1cated that sympatnetlc consideration wa oing
‘given to. Harriman's previous. request for cooperation from his government
(In thls connec+1on see Cable No. 1083 from Moscow dated March- 28;).

Harrlman was subsequently asked to approech approprlate authorltles
of the Soviet Union in an effort to ascertain whether, in view of the
posltlve;actlon recently. taken by both the United States and British
Governments 1n relteratlno thelr attitude toward Naz1 war crimes and

would have a profound effect upon the' leaders and’ pedple £ Rumania and
Hungary. (See Cable No. 937 to Nbscow dated Aprll l7£)v

Harrlman therefore addressed a’ letter to Vy hinskl, communlc
the text of the stirring appeal addressed by the Senate Foreigh Relatl n
Committee to the Hungarian people and. renewing the Board's reguest: it
- the Soviet Government ilssue a statement comparable‘to the President
declaration, This letter also requested that Soviet radio statio a
cast appropriate messages to Germany and the satellite countries. and-tha;
leaflets. be ‘issued.-to supolement eny such broadcaets (Cable No
Moscow dated June 14).‘ :

Harriman next reported having discussed w1th Vyshinskl the general:

i questlon of the relieéf. and rescue of v1ct1ms of enemy.persecittion; a
well as the PresidentVs: recent action in ‘setting up.ag: Emer sncy: Refugee
Shelter in this country,: Harrlman pointed out.that’ American ‘public
oplnlon has been very much concerned over the appal'lng'reports thet rhave:

(cont )




. . Vyshlnskl renlled that the. same reports had come 'bo the ‘attent
" the Soviet Government. It was stated that active study was being given
to the entire matter,-including the proposals set forth inia recent letter
‘ from the Embassy (Cables No.- 2179 and 2180 from Mos¢ow dated Juns’ 19:




Wai' Refugee Board, composed of the Secretaries: of State ""l‘reasuryr‘
War,. . This: ‘Board; has\been establlshed by the Pres:Ldent to take actio

: The Board is actlvely engagsd in .a.rry:l.ng out the’ pollcy ;of ;this.
Government’ as: announced‘ by the Presmient a.nd 1s seekmg 'bhe coopera
ion of all m'=mbe ‘b

battle from the Jaws of- the Germa.n army.. -At the-same: t:v.me -the: Board
~'is convinced thal if it could’secure tha cooperation of the: Sovie
Government in_some of the projects- on which this Government is wor,

the chances of saving miny people fron. dsath would be. greatly mcreased
‘In view ox the oubgtandlng TECUL -d. m h3 Soviet Government. in bhi

‘more than they are now doing. He 'reol however that. if the Soylé‘b
:-Government can be convinced of.the fact that we aré sincerely de

# to do what we’can to prevent the. murder of the Jewsiand other. persecuted
peoples by Hitler, they may be prepared “to cooperate 11’1 some: of: thepr
grams vhich wve have under cons‘.lderat:.on.

; There ae maay ways in which th -Soviet Government might - ba:

* assistanze in.cemisction: v tueseprogeams. The: representatlvv

the War Refugee Board in Tu.:kny, Ira Jdlirschmann, at: the: suggestl’
Ambassador Ste:mhardt has already: discussed -two SpGCZLflC -problemsywit
‘Soviet Ambassador Vlnogradov in- Turkey.:. ‘Vinogradov: vias: :mf.‘ormed ‘of:
intention .to exert pressure-on ‘Bulgaria-and or,her sa‘bslll'l‘ 5

and vas requested to take: parallel actlon.

R




‘the' policy: of this
'\:hlch we are faced

8 ny. ;
*Hitler's: program to_ xterminaté:ithe -Jews, ‘and other: smllar group‘
regarding ‘all such action as: r:.m:mal partlclpatlon in-‘organized
-The :Board’ als ,"belleves A )
: Fits :mtention ‘to do-ever Jthlng in its pover sto- es

cue ‘such. unfortunates who . are; 1n danger of ‘death, -in. order not only to: :

sta.ntly repeated at’ every avallable opportunlty ;. The Board bel:neves
that parallel 5

is 1mportant that pressure be brought “to bear par'blcularly on Ruman;.a
Bulgaria, ‘and Hungary, because in those.arcas there are many efugee .
an lmminent danger of deatl who can he avacuatod: 1:0 Turkey

place.; if those Governments permlt it.

TN addition Ta BRinging wRAEIN . ba haan 'tkm gk A &
‘on the- governments. of the satellite coumtries, the Board: foc
there shouJ.d be employed in th:.s ‘campaign’all ava:Llable ngan

governments themselves but to-.the- 1argest number p0581ble of' the
-people*’of gatellite:countries
Information is cooperating with the War Refugeo Bo' rd :m br:mgmg home.:
to the people An Germany . and th sa‘telllto countrl & h, fa

>50




CABLE NO..555 O MOSCOW, FROM THE. BOARD

March 11, 1944

profaosed pla.;rcvieﬂgned b effect.a change
actions:of .our’enemies,

nity !

_ and’ Transnistria,
ments’ can’ bé-made ‘with'-the Turkish Gover
these localities. Furthermore it appear
Government :will grant to a’ substantial

;Rumania.

The. Board.is trying.to arrange for a small Turk
ceed. to Constanza-in order to evacuate about 1,000
stanza to.Turkey. . The Board's representative in'Tur
that if we would offer. a-guaranty to the Turkish_iGove'"rnm_n
- ship would be replaced ‘if it were lost there might .be 08
i a small Turkish ship, . Our Gover
It is hoped the Russian @o

. One:of the’functions 5  finding: of-place;
jtempora.‘ry: havens .of, refuge- towhich bersons . now!in:enemy O]
European: countries may be"moved. ' The' cooperation of -thé: Government
£ Spain and’ Turkey. depends’ upon oup -ability ‘to.move refugees’ coming,
into.those ¢ountries to’ other places as quickly as'poss ;

Centay




‘Prepar,tions have been nmade to move. refugees nov
“which has been establlshad in North Africa in ordex! to fac111tate
entry of addltlonel refucees into Speln.v .

. Refugees ere: enterlng Palestlne by the way f Turkey
Governmcnt .of Turkey has:been requested to relax its border and o
‘controls ‘and in. bther. ways 1ncrcase the: £1low of refugees from oce
terrltorles through Turkey. The Boerd is. of?erlng 16 . flnanc th

to. take refugees, Jews and non-Jews, who-manage- to ‘reach neutral
tries from: nemy. controlled terrltorles and who could be givi n

those countries .after the end- of ‘the war, Switzerland and
covntries ‘might possibly. give more favorable cansideration:
taklng'refugéeS‘now. You should make eVery attempt in your neg
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.problems, - The breaking- ‘of -diplomatic reiatlons between Polan “and: Russi
“has ccmpllcated thls problem. The ‘Australian Legatlon hlch represents
: i

: The only 1mm1grants who are! llkely to receive a welc
durlng the parlod of the _war at ‘least, ‘ould be pﬂrsons w1th a Com unist

: I do not. belleve it w
to appraach the Government ‘of - the U,. S S R
in developlng our own sp801f1c plan of action’
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. CABLE NO, 648 70 1OSCOW FROM THE

March 21, 1944

_Informed by International Red:Gross that Bulgarian, boats
"Bellacitta,® "Milka,! Miaritza;: immediately: available:for trans
portation Jewish refugées from Mangalia to-Istanbul Stop Red Cros
has requested safe; conducts' ‘Stop: - Please try to- obtain Soviet
safe conducts and inforh:Red:.Cross Geneva and. Ambassador Steinhard
+as well as.War Refugee’Board R -




e LCRMRA R
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Srsacuvreve iy

B ',_CABI.E NO- 935 FROM [OSCO iy TO THE BOA.RD

Marcn 20 1944

questlng prompt actlon oh ‘the: matter ‘of safe conduct for the Tur
ship TART.as described'in your.cable of larch 16.tc eva.cuate refugees
from Gonstanza, Also.‘I ‘mentioned 'to him our: Government's dee

in the-subject.: by

- consideration. -
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" POLISH GOVERNMENT-IN-EXILE

~ Ambassador Winant reported from London that officials. dealing with
« refugee problems for: the .Governments«in-Exile ‘of Norway, Poland, :Czecho
slovakia, ‘the Netherlandsy and Belgium were informed of the Board s i
policy as;outlined‘and:in,all.caseS'sighified‘their desire to coope
. to the fullest possible ‘extent,.. -In addition to noting certain medsures
whose'importance'wasfstressedAby these governments~-in-exile, Winant ;
"advised that fuller reports on persecuted minorities now living in areas:
“under German control, along with suggested plans of action, were being?

transmitted by air mail (Cable No. 30 from London’ dated March 1), :,.-

: The Board has since been advised by Charge d'Affaires Schoenfeld,
. who 1s accredited to the various governments-in-exile in Londons ‘of. the"

- substance of conversations he had with Count Czapski, Deputy Sgcretary
General and Heed of the Refugee Department of the Polish Ministry of:.
Foreign Affairs, Czapski is said to be in full accord with ‘the policy
set forth in the Board!s- Executive Ordér and indicated. that the Board

" would receive the fullest possible cooperation from his government:
Stated ‘that because of the great mumber of Poles held in’ concentration:
camps by the Germans, the small percentage who do manage. o -escap
up a considerable number of people. He mentioned as“the principal
stacles interfering with the rescue and relief of Nazi. victims the
failure of some of the governments of the countrics whete the ¥ ctil
attempt to find refuge to give sufficient cooperation, the:problem:
passports, the matter- of obtaining necessary funds; ‘and th

He felt that an importaht thihg te bo done immed ately was t

- more passports entitling Polish refugees in Switzerland to go-to South’
America., -Czapski ‘stated, that the most helpful meaSurqsfthis'cherpm n

- passport and visa problem,‘and:to permit:

- funds tobe transferred’ from this country to Furope' for: relief . and rescue’
-0 mémoranda prepared by the European Division of -the wiorld :

Jewish Congress dealing with the:Jewish minority in’ Poland vere:also

submitted by Schoenfeld,. = = . S B A

‘ ";V(qon£.)




There. was ‘Subsequently forwarded. from
issued by the Polish’ Government ‘and approve N :
in which full support was: pledged o -every endeavor made by the United
States in. connection with the rescue and Telief of refugees (Dispatch.No.
599 from London. dated: May 23). - . o R

For an account of .dealing with the Australian Government:concern=

ing the ‘admission of 8 small group :qf’:Poles.’frqm ‘Russia,-gee IVC-9;

: Cooperation‘VJith Australia,




: * UNTTED NATIONS -

the Norwegiam™ Governnent~1anx1le.':
- mentls refugee policy has.the full sympathy of ‘the Norwegla author tie
- and that they would- cooperate in every.way possible. . He’ stated t
was no difficulty in the way of Horwegians. escaping. to: Sweden,onc
reached the frontier. . The chief. obstacle in. achieving their escap
-in their -inability to move.about within Norway, According Yo Dr Sewel
approximately 24,000. Worwegians have thus, far escaped to Sweden,’another
2,000 have escaped to the United Kingdom and other.areas, Practlcally
all of the. Jewish population of Norway, anountlng to about” 870'
ported to'Poland; afid thé:Norwegian Government has no knowledg
fate. The report also states that between 6,000 and 8,000 -No;
now in Germany; 2,000 of these are being held as prisoners of.
the remainder are being held in:concentration. camos or; are. 1
‘the result of courts martial,




COOPERATTON WITH OTHER GOVERMMENTS: UNITED NATIONS

and will be glad .to support any action which may be originated by: the
Board. It was stated.that, of the 180,000 Jews originally living -in

. Holland, about.140,0C0 have been deported to Poland; there are: now only
“about 8,000 Jews, recognlzed as such still left in Holland,

ing 32,000 have Just dropped out of 51ght. It is thought that

. relatively better position than ‘other Jews, since the: posse551on £ such
a certificate may assist the holder to avoid being sent 1o a concen‘bra‘blon
camp, He thought therefore that it would be helpful if it viere posolble‘
to provide more of these certificates, Likevise, it would - assist in. keep~
_ing some Jews out of the concentration camps 1f nore passports to :
American countrles could be prov1ded

"refugees have been turned back at the borders of 'neutral’ countrles
Huender said. that. some 1nstanceo vere known to the:Dutch autheritie
Switzerland, for example -- but for the most part he felt that neutral
- countries, while they'have not actively encouraged’ escape ‘acros

" borders, - have not put any special obstacles in the way. (See Dlspatch
‘No, 127 from’ London dated Harch 6)‘ : T
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' ‘M."Delierneux stated that although it was-in geneva:
very difficult for.refugees “to-edacape. from Belgium, nevertheless :

every few-weeks a’.small: number of:
) E i,v'r.sAii 7\, N . ‘“;:
As to possible opportunities for special action by the U, S
. Govermment to facilitate the rescue of Nazi victims, M, Delierneux
‘referred to_the lack of cooperation from local Spanish atithorities:
on the French-Spanish frortier and suggested that as far as Belgian
refugees are- concerned, intervention with the Spanish. Government . to
try to bring about some change in this situation would be of valilgi:
Later he observed that from the Belgian point of view perhap e most
effective single action that_could be taken would bo to insure. n-som
way that the Spanish borders were less efficiently controlled,. .There
had been cases, M. Delierneux said, where Belgian refugess. vere turns
back at the Spanish borders, and up to a few months ago those who Wer
able to reach Spanish soil were arrested and interned during long
months under the worst conditions. It was said that at the pregent
. time, however, the situation is impro¥ing and the Spanish authorit’ig
are no longer so apt-to- put people into internment camps, although
‘they still do not encourage or cooperate actively in the. entry of
refugees into.Spain.  (See Dispatch No. 109 from London' :date

. Tna commnication from Minister Norwob in Portugal the Board wa
asked to approach:the: Belgian: Government-in-Exile withithe request;that
“Instructions be issued-to its Legation in Iisbon. to facilitate cooper

tion on the. part of representatives: of the Belgian Oonvention in resc
ing adults and children from occupied territory (Cable No.. 1292 “from
Lisbon dated April 28)‘.7'; The Board therefore cabled Charge: _d'Affairés




‘Schoenfeld-in London, asking that representations be made to the Belgian
- Government-in-Exile on the matter (Cable No, 3735 to London dated.
. May 10). - - s . - . I
L LI . . . . Doy
. According to word subsequently received through the- U, 5. Embass
-in London, although the Belgian Government-in-Exile had already:in-
‘atructed all Belgian missions to cooperate fully in this Government's
refugee rescue .and relief operations, the Belgian. Foreign Office indi
.cated that it would again communicate with its Legation at Lisbon. in
order to insure complete cooperation on the part of the Belgian con
:vention there. in.connection with the evacuation to Portugal of refug
rom occup:'.‘edf‘jcerritories'-;(Ca.ble No. Belge 5 from London dated May:l!
se VI B, Evacuation to and:through-Spain and Portugal). ™ :

. DECLASSIETED.
‘ ‘.Stathethi Létler, 1-11.79
SRy R e S E




Chapin reported. that, at the same:time, the ‘spokesman’ pointed

‘one of the-chief precccupations ofthe Committee was, of necesity;:
- problem of efugees-fromrFrénée‘gpd,the'general displacement of Freng]

'ix

Chabin éisq encloée&
the Consulaete, . summariz

across the border from S ¢ mog
_Spanish refugees-have now been incorporated, at" least Lempora.
way or another, into the economy of . Horth Africa;’workingfaither fo
- industry or for the Allied Armies. s
For the miscellaneous refugees who need charitable assis
reported that there have been established in principal center
Algiers, Casablanca, Oran, T ai
under the auspices of the J
* Refugees in French North Africa,.. These societies have
funds from the United States under Treasury licenses
refugees. .. -’ S S

There' is also said to be in North Africa~a:group of. stateless
the greatest part.of whom are Jewish and of German or-Austrian origi
-was estimated ‘that there.are perhaps 5,000 pers 3
:of. North Africa.. ' '




Joint Commission., Since. that time most-of these péople,haqu ecured e
ployment. with;the American or British armies, and approximatel ] )
them are enlisted in the British Ploneer Corps. 'Early in 1944 4 group of
about 125 of these' persons were sentto Palestine through the efforts’ of.
the Joint Distribution Committee. The small number of - persons-in this
stateless group who-are uhemployable are-being maintained through funds
made available by the American Jewish'JointjDistribuﬁiqn}Cqmmittéé'
S L . -
Another group of “refugees in North Africa, “most of them Jewish,.
:. are said to.have- come from Libya,. having been expelled by the Italiang
~in 1940 byvirtue of ‘the:fact that" they were French subjects. . Of,the
2,500 ‘persons' in this group, approximately 2,000 have been.living ir
Tunisia under; the most:primitive conditions, the rdst. being scattered
throughout the back.country in Algeria. S e

peo Byiaﬁd;iarge,.aqcérding:to this report, the French .Committee ‘of
'National Liberation has.neither encouraged nor discouraged the'entranc
of displaced persons but.rather has put the whole question on thg:indi

> vidual ‘case! basis, the real decisions being made by American, British
and'French'nﬁlitary sechrity'officers, working in'cooperatign;

- 'Ghﬁpiﬂréﬁgéeéﬁéd‘thét_ih order to ehcourage'fhe:fféhch?C6mmittee
to allow displaced “persons to enter North Africa mors frqely,;g»plan,
. under which probable -ultimate destinations could be indicated would:b

= A R £
necessary, -

s would be more willing %o, receive additions.

refugées in French North Africa if this Spanish refugee emigration: p
Ject were ‘carried through as soon as possible.. Lists-ofithose:
expressed a desire to go are reported to have been ‘sent to I
through U, 8. State Dopartment channels for consideration by ! ‘Mexi?an
Government., (In this connection see VI H- 3, Permanent Resettlement. i
Other Countries.) &= . ° : L

- If similar arfangémehtsAfor,certain.rafugees could be arranged 7ith
other countries, the attitude of the French Gonmittee of -Nation :

" tion would ‘probably-be correspondingly more receptive to additio

¢ Chapin concluded, (See’Dispatch No. 122 from Algiers dated
Anothér dispateh from Algiers indicated bhat the question. of thi
issuance of - special - instructions by the French Committee to implement
“cooperation with this Government on war refugee'métterS'wgskdiscl_Sed
~with'a Frenchﬁoffigig . The'issuancg“pfia declaration of policy similar




,to that contained 1n,the r.,xecutlve Order creutlng the Board,was reporte
to be under conslderatlon (Dlspatch No. 109 from Algiers dated Marc

terranean Area, has reported w:.desnread publlclty, both in the press and.j;,

‘over the’ ‘radio, tnrough the Office of War Information at Alga.ers. " Pa

~of the.statement were repeated.in French, Germany- Italian, and English
on the United Na't:lonst ‘radio,ard favorable comment was -obtained from

prominent” French oﬁ‘lcials (Cables No. 1018 and: 1242, from Algler da
March 28] ; 1,.

: President in settlﬁg ﬁp a mergency Refugee Shelter. i
country (see VI G, Temporary Have s‘1n ‘the United States)

See vI B - 3 A Evacuatlons from Spaln tu Lyautey, :
" account of the evacuations: noy- in-‘process of- refugees from S
Camp Lyautey near Fedhala.~




COOPERATION WITH OTHER GOVERNMENTS: UNITED NATIONS -

CAHEDS: -

On;February 11 there vias forwa”dﬂd to tne Board from the Canad1

Embassy a copy of the Statement on refugees made to the’ press in July:194
by the Canadian linister of Mines and; Resources. -In addition to nothin,
‘cartain changes effected in the work of ‘the Intergovernmental Committee
“to which the Canadian Government had given its consent, this. statement:in.
"dicated that a further movement of political, religious, and-racial’ refu-
‘gees then in Spain and Portugal was being facilitated. by means of thé're
opening in Lishon of an office of the Immigration Branch of the Department:
of Mines and Resources, througn which the necessary VlSaS could be issued.:

A communlcatlon from the U,S. Embassy.in Ottawa dated February 15
relates the substance of a conversation with Fr. R, A. Robertson -of-thé
Canadian Department of External Affairs, Mr, Robertson ‘said That 1n 194
approximately 4,000 refugees were admitted to Canada from the Unlted “‘Kin,
dom, many of these being classified as dangerous, About: 5000 “of - these

. have since left Canada and about 2,000 have been interned,” 1eav1ng only

. approximately 900 vho are at liberty in Ganada.  Only a trickle’ of Tefug
reached Canada in 1941 and. 1942, Mr. Robertson rcferred to.the fact-that’
last October Canada sent an Immigration Agent to Lisbon with authorit
admit an initial group of 200 families (a figure not for publlcatlon)

“It wgs subsequently reported that there seemed to be only 600 or:

- gees in the Iberian Peninsula who - desired to leave and it was ther fore
‘doubtful whether Canada would be able ”to find as many as 200 families

) In another communlcatlon from the U. S Embassy in Ottawa, in‘respons
to the State Department's circular airgram of February 29,:the Board was
 advised that a statement is.expected to be.made-in the Canadian House: of”
-~ Commons on the entire refugee questlon, probably W1thin the next 51x weeks
- (Airgram Yo.. A-9 dated March 11)

- A report from the U. S Consul General in Toronto in responseat
State‘s original circular airgram-indicated -that, while no. specific
- of dlscrlmlnatlon agalnst Jews 1n the matter of 1mm1gratlon have been

(cont.)
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‘brought to the attehtion:of the Condulate, according to a representative
of the Jewish Immigrant Aid Sceiety ifi Toronto, Canada's restrictive .ifmi~
gration policy is more rigldly enfotced in the case of persons of Jewish:
_extractioh than in the case:of ahy other race admitted to that.country
(Dispatch Nos 1490 from-Toremto dated March 17). - - . o .-

A reply was subsequently received from ‘the Canadian Secretary of

tate for External Affairs, in response to a note sent by the U. S. Lega
tion, theto outlining the position of this Government on the subject o

id to warirefugees. i This reply called attention.to-the declaration: of,

by the Canadian Prime Minister on July-9, 1943; and reviewe

‘also!

that takez;f by.this Government; the Board has recently cabled the U. 8,:L
/gation at Ottawa asking that appropriate officials of the Canadian Govern--
‘ment be advised of the. instructions issued to U. S, consular offices.in
- Switzerland, authorizing the issuvance of 4,000 immigration visas to<refu-
! geechildren arriving in that country from France. It was suggested tha
the Canadian Government take similar steps with respect /o 1,000 children
. Ganada having previously expressed to the Intergovernmeiifal Committee its
willingness to accept such a group of child refugees,: = (In thi
see VI D~ 1, Evacuation of Abandoned Children from Fr

© Staté Dept. Latter, 1

g: _l-;uri(s Dat




to Statels circular airgram'of anuar
26, reports little interest on \the part' of the Australian quernm f'_b in,

‘been. able to get to Australia “:Thé’children are - to be' 'bhe full respons:.-
-bility.of the: Austrahan Jewish Weli‘are Assoc1atlon wh:.ch, With its asso=

“the -promise. of the Australlan Government to grant “them entry when tr ns
portation can be found,” (In this connection see VI D =1,
Abandoned Gh:.ldren ?rom France.)

apparen’cly unwritten,  that Poland would rspatrlate these- persons -
the war, paying all expenses. -The arrangements for these’ “pergons
to have been made by the Polish Consul Gereral in Sydne,/. “Th
supposed to have reached Iran, but nothing further is knowm of

: (See klrgram Mo, A-6 rece:wed February 26 )

been taken by.this: Government’ with respec‘b to the issuance
for chlldren arriving in’ Sw:Ltzerland and Spain from I‘rance




According to:another report from Ganberra the U. 'S. ‘Legation:.there
has sent a formal note-to‘the Australian Minister for External ‘Affair,
stressing:the urgency of. the refugee question and asking for Australia

ooperation.:: A reply:stating .the position of the AuStraliaanovepnmeht h;

been promised at-an -earl; te (Cable No.. 48 v ‘

v




of‘such'contaglous and 1nf.‘ectlous d:.seases as sxﬁallpox, cholei'a,
g 1944 (Alr

. A.“report recelved from the U. S
: that India has accepted the :ann.tation to become a memher of. ,the Inter

voperatlon in War’ refuges . matters,
:this reply,’ is “probably greater than that of any ot
“eountry,”

A

to ‘accept more war refugees (Dlspatch Noy
March 30) : L




: Instead, it was proposed that :anun.ry mlght
be made-as to -whether, 1n case the suggested liability for 8,000 Pole
should not materialize India would be prepared to accommodate H’com
parable number of other Eu:ropean refugees (Dlspatch No. 426 ‘froi Ne
Delhi dated. Apr:Ll 10) o




Hlnlster’Henderson erorts (Alrgram No. A-8 dated February 18)
that "so far’ as the Legation ‘has been able to aseertaln no- Jewish,
or other refugees from Nagzi nersecu+1on desire . or have-desired to

(. find a refuge or to esta bllsh a‘domicilein this country. The ‘only:
Y'refugee problem which has faced Iraq; tﬁere?ore, ‘has’ been that of,
refugees - in transit. . The Iraqi Government has in veneral nursued
»a policy of permlttlng these refugees to pass through the countny
unless they hapnened to be Jews travellng to Palestlne to settle
there... :

"The con31derat10ns which promp+ the Iraql Government to refus
_ visas to.Jewish refugees bound for Palestine appear to be: ‘based on
natiBnal policies of so vital a naturc that in ny onlnlon no .-
approaches of the character Suggusted...would alter them : The maln

. 1on with a view to the fornatlon in the not distant. futurc oflsome
.+ kind of a union of Arab states in this area. - The Iraql'GOVurnmon
-is convinced that if the Zionists are able to achleve their goal

of setting up a National Jewish Staté in Palestine: this ObJ
.cannot be accomplished and that the succcss of: the: Zlonlst jo) {gra,
would mean the non-realization of Arch hopes for the futuru

= 1is believed that unless backed by foroign armed forces™ it woul
~almost impossible for any Govermment to survive in Iraq Just nov
-which would take steps to facilitate the travel of Jewish' ‘sottler
to Palestine, and it would be difficult to convince local Arabs
- that Jewish refugees’ bound for Palestine w1ll not: eventually sottlo
-trere,”

- DECLASSIFIED
Stute Dept LLLtor 1:11- 72




, COOFERATION-WITH OTHER GOVERNMENTS: *

@

S L : ! s :
- Membréhda-dealiﬁg,w;th-the present. status . of :Jews in’Greec
been forwarded:to.the Bogrd from. the American -Con ul.Geher:
Dispatches-No, 2458 and: 2680 dated:February 19 and March:18).:

;report from.the Consul. General deals:with-the escape: o fugees

\.Greece through.Izmir (Smyrna), Turkey,. including a review:. of:the
'since the occupation:of .Greece - '(Dispat h.No, 2628 fr T

¢ TS S

.- According to a report from the U..S. Legation in Caire,: tha Crse
Government~in-Exile in Cairo has issued & declaration stating that it
fully shares the views and feelings expressed in-thevPreéident‘s=recept
'staiementgon‘atrocities against the Jews and requesting all ‘Greeks:to
‘assist in the escape; .to neutral or free countries, of Jews and: othe:
victims of Nazi tyranny. . OWI and the Greek Government
reported to.be-planning to:broadcast the statement to
..publicize it in the local and foreign press (Dispatche

from Cairo dated March 29 and 30).;§;n

4 memorandum left by the Royal Hellenic Governmen ]
in Cairo stresses the great hunger and other hardships:visite on i1
Greek people as a result of German occupation. The memorandum.also poi
out that persons in danger -can escape from Greece with relati
cause of that countryls geographical positiony..:(In this’ connecti
Dispatches No. 86 and 90 from Cairo- dated April:3-and April’

.~ Ina recent report from the American Consil Geneérallin: stan

Beard was advised that3the-task.ofirescuihg'many,hundréds'df;Jews.in
Greece now threatened with deportation ‘and ‘death:is. primar]

-of organization and financial support, - The Consul:General: has beén!agke

to develop in greater ‘detail his. suggestions for: the 3
escape services operating in. that area, The Board h 578l indicated th
it believes it possible to arrange for the necessary funds and assistane
(Cable No. 257 to Istanbul dated April 26);. - e




. YUGOSIAVIA "

. Ttiwas: stated that Yugos av.diplomatic: representatl es’and; othe
ructions to give all.possible aid
“to Allied-and.international bodie
: (A:Lrgram No. A~l9 from Calro date

tive in thal area, had been sent to ITtaly to obta ain- mon' ta
format.lon on this acore: (see v F =5 I‘taly, see. also VEE e




s s

5

{to receive- and prov1de accommodatlons for up to 700 Polis

from the Middle East. (See Adrgram-No. A-30 from- elllngton datéd

In kay the Board was- adv1qed by the U.S.. begatlon in’; New- Zealand

“of the appeqrance in a Welllnvton ewspaper of an editoria

prof9551ohal bu51ness;
of New Zealand.u

at while’ th ‘rehabilitation of- her fig'tlng men must:b
New Zealand's first . con51deratlon,h




;" UNITED NATIONS

S'OUTHl..A‘.FR’ICA.A

1ntroduced by a'maaerlty party'member caillng fbrrlarge-scale
‘1mm1gratlon, to whlch an amendment ‘was added speciflc&llj bar

orphans uhder:tén years of aae "from . countriés from
the Union have sprung." Debate ,on the proposed{leglslatlon WA
to bedn progress (Dlspatch No.“




seriously with the im
as- is: known; there'is
refugges,i.f:rg_q _,Ta nes

borders, ; - -

.- Ttomas sta.ted-:‘that,n‘o Jewish ._p;;oblexﬁ"exls si
.- The condition of refugees generally'in both ocoupied
" is reported to be serious, but not more so than that

' .themselves. There is said to be no evidencs that ‘the apanese:
maltreat refugees in occupied areas, a statement seemingly bor
by the report that feyw if any refugees in Japanese-oc;cup
appear to.have made any effort to.emigrate to:undceu

No. 2345 from Chungking dated March, 22) . -7

- The:Chinese Minister fom Foreign Affairs
made by, the U, S. Embagsy in Chungking; “subs
support- ‘of the ChiriésewGovernment_';‘:;'_;;“thef

care. for' the victimg of onemy oppression, . Tl
the Jews and other mitority




oncerning
: ate: in the rescue ‘and relief.ofJew:
> Y winorities.: 'The'Vice Minister: of ForeigniAffairs
. .however, is said.to have.informed ‘a;'member  of * the. Legation's:s

" -that, since thé: country- is’ still.engaged in reconstruction effo ts,

. the ‘assistance’ it could: afford refugees -is necessarily Timited i(Air

-gram No. A-20 from’ Addis:Ababa dated May 24}







- COOPERATION WITH-QTHER' GOVERNMENTS: NEUTRAL EUROPEAN
E 2 T L

was asked’ to approach the Spanlsh.Government, .expk in’ the’
“U. 8. refugee policy,i‘and+ ascertain.’the extent’ toiwhic Spa,
- paredtocooperate - (Cable: No.: 207 to- Madrid: date January..25
ment #1'to. IV B; Genera ] . )
that he-did . not. conside hig’ "an\opportune moment!.in" this country!
relatlons’w1th Spaln.to approachithe Spanish Government in: th
“suggested: (Alrgram Nov:A-59 from Madrid ‘dated: :February 15;
ment #3-to VI B Evacuatlons to and: through Spain

) In a second communlcatlon the. Board suggested that: Haye .explor
the p0551b111ty of Spaln's relax1ng hereborder control:so as:io admlt

" that he felt these steps might not. be desirable;: he suggested;
that any approach to the Spanish: Government. should be in térm

- that government to request the German authorities to pursu :
liberal policy in 1SSU1ng exit permits allowing réfugees. to 1eave
held territory for Spain. He questicned, -however, vhet)
opportune for even such. a . limited approach (Cable No. 68

dated February 28; see attachment. #5 to VI B-

from Nadrid dated February 15).

covering : certaln évasuation operatlon
Harch 18; see -attachment #6. to VI B) * Hayes decllnedpto “tran: 1, thi
. license to the JDC representatlve 1n Spaln (Cable No%




wd's willingness to make financial arrangements for.sich
and 'to assume responsibility for transporting refugees: from
The Board has taken the position that immedigte arrangements
should be made for the removal of. refugees in Spain to'a camp set up i,
-in North 'Africa, even though such removal might have to be on an’ invols
untary basis, inasmuch ag the removal to.other areas of refugees alread;
in Spain would facilitate the desired flow into neutral Spanish -ter
tory of refugees,in»moresimmihent~danger'of'death.}rln response - to
-request, the Board also wndertook to clarify:the term Minvoluntary
-removal, (Cable No, 799 to Madrid dated March 23; see attachment #

1 k e s: med :the. Boa t He feels tha o 8ug
{ to furthe#ﬁthe;evacua;idn'of r'fugees:to.and'through-Spain{shgul¢v

‘put- into. effect until’ ‘becomes::apparent: that efforts:
influx’of;refugees  will'render insufficient the faciliti 3 existing
vt - According to-Hayea the facilitiss available =’ thatiig;
Blickenstaff!s organization - are adequate to cope with present:iproblem
‘and have' the support:of. ‘the Spanish: Government:i: The ‘latter, in Haye
:opinion; would look with disfavor-upon the plan-outlined by the Boar

See Cable No. 1195 from Madrid dated April 6,): ' 7
) 'Wifh,;éépect to“thef?reéideﬁf}érstétémenﬁpéf?Méfchi24,uHayés;
reported that}&ncopy,wgs}transmitted,tthhefSpanisthinistry'of For

Affairs, with the request that it be given the fullest measure:of pub
licity in Spain. The only mention reported to have 'been made
subject i the Spanish press to date wasthat containe in a-brief s

- dicated article appearing in Madrid Newspapers. (Digpa
irMadrid dated Ap;il 5);t; o g TR L

- " Early 'in April the Board acquainted ‘Hayes' with -t a
~-Latin American passportslproject, particularly the reported .de
of internees from Vittel, Hayes was asked to make clearto
Government the fact that this Government expected Spain;~in:th
" of humanity, to do everything possible to save:these
threatened with death through no fault of - their.own
ically requested that Hayes ask the Spanish Goveirnme

in Madrid and in.Berlim, and that”instructions.b gi
Ambassador in Berlin to-afford these people-allposs

(Cable No..992 to Madrid:dated April:10)

. - DECLY,
. -Stal.fo Dept




" the facts "with a viéw téwafd endeavoring to ,arrang‘e. £ oi;,, the Tetur
those refugeeg.® .(See Qable No,.\1397 from Madrid dated:April 2

- matter and he was asked to-report promptly on any progress made in:these

" approaches. - Hayes was- also advised of the Vatican!s efforts to work: out

: relief measures for-the internees in question. . Hayes-was ‘asked ‘to’ac

=" jointly with. the Papal-Nuncio: in)Madrid, or-on his own; if joint action
were. not.:immediately: forthcoming;: in.pressing.Spain to’extend ef fec ti

protection’through the Spanish; Ambassador: in: able

Madrid dated April:i7) A

On April 27 Hayes' abtention was again dram to the urgency’ of “the
e

S
E

Hayes. subsequently transmitte the: text: of a note'received:from’ th
Spanish’'Ministry of Foréign Affairs:in: thig connection. ' This ‘no t
in substance thatsince Switzerland is chargedl with, the protection.in
Germany of North -American interests, as well .as “those ofthe majorit;

. the South American Republics, .except- for  Bolivia and, Paraguay,’ it would
- be advisable-if ‘the Board's.request were directed ‘to'the Swiss Governmient,
5 "thus avoiding any misinterpretation-which ‘might.arise: should; the:Spanish.
" Government carry out the desired intervention." L

... Charge d'Affaires;Butterworth has _reported that, in reply; he ini
formed the Sparish Ministry that representations have ; in fact; already
been made to the-Swiss. Government on this score. »Butterworth ‘pointegd -out-
that-the request addressed to the Spanish. Government had been r
on a humanitarian basis.  He al$o. indicated that there was:reason:
"lieve that.'the Vittel group contains a number of.‘persons: holding'q
" tation issued in thé names of the.governments .of certain: American:Repibl
‘with whose interests ‘the Spanish Government has been entrust d: (Dispati
No; 2459 from Madrid dated May 11). B Tt ET e

. For further details with respect to these negotiations see’
Recognition of Latin American Passports,' : TAUGLE :

. e
\ o b

up to 1,000:visas to suchchildren arriving during the first six month
of. 1944. It was requested that:the -appropriate-Spanish’airthor]
advised of these’ instrudtions. -Hayes wag also agked to.inform:the Spanish
;. Government that -the Board will undertake. to arrange: for+any  financing: that
", may be necessary -to provide maintenance -for refugees’ from r .

‘arriving in S§pain (Cablé No. 1008 ta.liadwid dated Apxili12;
2, Bvssuatisn of Bhildren Prom Frande to Spain; and’ Portugal
. Evacuation of abandoned Children from France 'to-Switzerland)

(oont.)

“PECLASSL
- Btate-Dept,

“By R H. Parks Dato




In the attempt to forestall deportation “and. almost certain death't
some 400 Sephardic Jews, Spanish nationals residing in Athens,- the: Boa.r
asked Hayes to approach appropriate Spanish officials and enlist their
aid in obtaining Spanish recognition and protection for the refugees co

- cerned_(Cable No. 1108 to Madrid dated April 215 see VI F - 3, Recognition:,
of Spanish Jews. in Athens). ,To date, no word concerning affirmative action
on the part of the Spanish Government or even-concerning representations'
by Hayes that such action be taken has been, received.,., .

For further detalls in connection w1th the: problem of removin
from Spain see VI B, Evacuations to.and through Spa.:Ln and Portuga
VI B -lthroughVIB =




 GABLE NO. 799 TO MADRTD FROM THE BOARD

March 23, 1944

;

With respect to your telegram of February 28, 1944 no., 683 we
;.appreciate the comments and suggestions with respect to ‘the War Refugee
Board contained therein. The War Refugee Board wishes to p01nt out that:
amp Iyautey will not be, the only haven to which refugees be: remove
Tom Spain. . The Board now has negotiations in progress for other -havens
1,\tamd you should assume and. may “advise.the Government of Spain that there,

will be removed .from Spain all refugees from occupied: areas enterlng
pain. The.Board was pleased- to- learn that no obstacles. are being; placed
y the Spanish Government in the way: of stateless or other refugees Rk
ing to enter:Spain. from France with or without proper papers and’ the‘
“Board hopes in the future that Government w1ll ;ollow a. generous pollc
~in that regard IR

The Board knows that the number of stateless refugees enter ng
Spaln from occupied areas is extremely small at the present time but the
Board desirés to inform you that.it is taking vigorous steps :at the’
present time vis-a-vis Germany and the satellite countries whlch t is
-confidently expected will stimulate the flow of refugees into Spa n ar
other neutral countries from occupied areas. The Board will co
. take all possible action to this end. In any event, in the coming
months when the snow melts -in the Pyrenees the flow of refugees 1nt
- Spain is certain to increase.

nurbers of refugees *h1J coring rlné as a result of the pressur ‘no
“being brought to bear on the Axis. The Board is extremely desirous t
..the Government of Spain be relieved of as many problems asg posslble cons
nected with this influx, including flnance, supply and supervisio X
refugees. Therefore the following plan of proposed operations in Spa
.ig submitted by the Board for y jour con31derat10n, adVice and _commentia
such action as is 1ndlcated .

A1l the Board's operatlons in Spain, including the'sé ing up:

. maintenance of refuge camps, would be supervised by the Special Attache
to your Embassy under your -direction. He would have: assigned’ t0. him*a.
small staff which might include transportation, supply -and: flnance

- ‘officers. . As a base -for: operations the Attache and his immed

) mlgnt use Madrld It 15 proposed that as many as three rece

(cont )
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a small.nurelng staff."" A important member'of the ‘staff of each- center
would be” a quallfled Securlty Ofxlcer approved by the Whr Departmen\

Attache Ain;the: Embassy.
be to screen refugeeer n: search\of p0551ble eneny agents ar
EﬁL from bona:fids. refugees, information of'a: mllltary natur
gﬂ Tolosa and Flgueras.arejtentatlvely suggested as receptlon‘centers
3 J‘Other 1ocalit1ee may.be‘agreed i i
jlto those crosslng the,Pyrenees

he nearness,of the centers to the frontier would red 1
minimum the  time durlpg-whlch the refugees would be in the’ hands ‘63 %he
Spanlsn authorltles. TN i

(2) ,The refugees Wlll.requlreAlmnedlate rellef in.f
and medica.

; (?) The locatlon of the centers near the border would &5
close cooperation between the staffs of the centers and the Spa
frontier officials. The refugees would remain in the centers: only so
long as to assure medical officers that they are in ‘condition: to trave
to allow for preliminary security screeni.

gver travel documente might be needed =N

Slnce the ba31c plan is to. .move those refugees who' ‘miy “er
=from occupied areas to-North- Alrlca as ra,
thdt the.French -authorities: wi

;DbbfASanED
© Dey Lobiai: 1.




such ident:.fication ﬁot be. dlseioeed in éﬁam but the aéents be rem
to North Africa for- apprehension. ‘This policy has been used in the pas

for their operation probably will be prov:.ded_ by private ‘sources in
United States... As will be noted by you,*this’ plan reduces

No. 683. 'We ant:.cipate “that many of the refugees: will wish to: pre

to other areas: than North Africa once they have escaped from: occup:.e
-areas, ' However, the Board feels that 1t is undesirable. that

- refugees remain in Spain.  They should’ ‘proceed to North Africd where.
+ " they may make arrangements for travel elsewhere with greater ' ‘sécurit;
f£or themselves and without emba:rrasqment to the Government of, Spaln
which m:.ght be caused should they remaln there. It is propose

the centers, prov1d1ng them with permlt., to travel only- from thi
. of apprehension to the nearest center. . We hope that the- refucree
“be advised by’ the Spanish officials that their presence in Spa

the rapid departure from. Spam oi‘ those: who' have alread
might be further explalned that af‘ter 1eav1ng Spaj_n the




. For reasons'pointed out in my message number 97A,dated March. 20,
I.do not'feel that steps ‘should be-taken toward putting into:effe
any such’ plan ‘of” operations as.that which was: proposed in. Denartment'
medsage numberu 99 dated March 23 until and unless. it becomes ‘more
learly. evident that’ the War- Refugee Board's: efforts: to stimilate
the. exodus=of - unprotected ‘and “stateless refugees from ‘German-oceupled
~ini@n increase;in- the;number £
fugees nterlng Spain‘sufficient;to. tax the’ facilities which: already.
ei iMy<strong recommendation-is that:the Board
ttempt’totake: full advantage. ofthe already provenﬂfaclllt s'whic
are already ‘in”existencei.in the form of Blickenstaff's organization in;
tead of ‘endeavoring to set up an elaborate organization on-the: assumption
that. it will be justified by future deve;opments n. assumption wit
which I am not,preparsd to agree’ as yet. Blickenstaff's organization ha
f.to be- fully: capable of ‘coping with the’ problems which have
arisen gof arein connection with the care of stateless refugeés-and it::
.has also already obtained the confidence of the Government of Spai
Tt is'éssential that thé wishes of the Spanish Government in the matter
be not disregarded inasmuch as the, success of the activiti
‘Board in Spain would depend in a large part: upon the willYingness of -the
Spanish Government to: ‘cooparate and although it woulds qulte willlng
- recognize Blickenstaff as a representative of the Board I:can state
-+ with assurance that the Government of Spain would prefer’ that
work be left in the hands of Blickenstaff and his organizatlo
Government of Spain would be suspicious of and disfavor any ‘endeav
on the part of the Embassy to set up in Spain such an orgenization as
is envigsaged by -the Board so long as the problem of stateless fugee
can be handled adequately without such an organization and’ an ungalutary
effect on: other more 1mportant«obgectives might. well Jba; caused uch;

refugees should be: overtaxed ‘and if a situation: should develop:in th
future - as the, Board fbresees doubtlose the Government ‘of Spain ould :




no good purpose could be s rved by, eﬁdeavoiingrto press‘the:propbsél £
- _the Board until such“time arrives, .. o o N

The efforts of the Board to assure further destinationsto whic]
these refugees can proceed should be of the utmost value regerdless of
-arrangements made for their-care within Spain, During the past year the
most important- single obstacle to the complete-effectivenessjpf-ﬁliéken

.'staff'a work ‘has beer







 COOPERATION WETH, OTHER® GOVERNMENTS: - NEUTRAL EUROPEAN

i fithe Board the Turklsh Government was requested
to. encourage the, entry of more. refugees from Bulgaria, ;
Balkan countrles by relax1ng border : and other. control and: by.an o

“dn: evacuations ‘to Turkey, to maintain refugees in Turkey
‘for thelr remcval elsewhere if* such-is deslrable (Gable N

dicdted that Turkey was w1111nn to cooparate vith the Pal
and -Allied diplomats:in asslstlng Jewish refugees to:leay
. the Board asked Hirschmann, its Special’ Representatlv
~full 1nform4t10n on: the ”urklsh p031t10n. leschmann it

(Cable No. 142 to Ankara.dated February 24, see attachnnnt é

Hirschmann advised the Board that such assurances as those reporuedly

given should be considered "meaningless until they have. been implem nted

by specific action" by the Turkish Government. Stelnhardt,and Hi schmann

urgently recommended that no publicity be given to, possible Tarkish GOt

- operation inasmuch as'any such- publicity might cause the Tarkish: -
- ment to feel that it had. alreadj sufficiently. placated American :ubllc

.opinion and +hereafter‘lose interest in conulnued cooperation

No. 345 from Ankara dated Februar 26, see attachment #2)

The Board adv1sed leSchmann that whlle 1t was 1ﬁ
the rescue. of .refugees;’ publlclty g{ven to real acts 6f cooperatio by
“‘neutral comntries - ‘might-be helpful ih inducing assistance from other
:countrles. leschmann was asked to 1nform the. Board of atters in thls

VMarch 13, seo autachment #3)

(cont )




‘In a feport- submltted in response “to the Board‘s orlglnal circul
_cable (Cabls:. No.,68 from Ankara dated January 25) Ambassador Stelnhardt
stated that for -the past “two years the Embassy in. Turkey has been endeavor
» ing to facilitate .the-transit of Jews from the Axis countries through. i
Turkey en route to Palestine, but that the two major obstacles. Have been:
-.the unwillingness of the Axis countries to permit Jews to depart
difficulties- of transportation. He recommended that this Government could
"be of assistance by guaranteeing to. the Turkish Government that ifthe
- Purkd made a-vessel.available for evacuation . work.and it were lost, it
would. be .replaced immediately, .or by arranging-to make a ship avai able
for evacuating refugees.’i He further recommended that this Government
bring toithe attention’ of: the Axis.ipeoples the.fact, that- they.will ult
mately:be-held’ ‘accountable for ‘thelr:mistreatment of ‘the: Jows &
i : i Y 20

.refugees}from departlng from these countrles.' Whlle'transporta on: i
a'major problem-in ‘the evacuation of these refugees, Steinhardt. reported
that the:Turkish authorities have authorizéd the issuance of many'more
tran31t visas and has offered to provide rail transportation facllltles
£0F, many.more. pergons than have been utilized until now

Turkish authorltles, he said, feel that it would serve no useful.

‘to discuss the possibllity of additlonal visas and ra acilities-or the.
. establishmént. of refugee camps until the f30111t'es off

utlllzed (Gable No. 380 from Ankara dated March- i

#4)-

Reports from Hirschmann 1nd1cated that the botulen_'
transfer of Jewish refugee -children-from Bulgaria to Palestine’via Turkey
had been broken (Cable Mo. 388 from Ankarae dated Harch:4; see atuachm _teﬁl
to VI C, Evacuations to and through Turley) Continuous ef
by leschmann ‘to obtain shipping facilities to evacuate refugees'from
: Balkan Black Sea ports (see Vice and attachments ther to)

¥gatellite: governments to de31et from abebtlno persecutlone,
-"dispatched ‘to Stéinhardt. (Cable No.:177 to Ankara. dated: Marci
-1, Approaches ‘to-the Satellites, and attachment “#2-thersto),
to other V.78, M1sslons, asklng that, certain 1nformat10n be. relayed. throug

and’ ngary.

(oonta)




Inga.further,attempt'tO‘1nduce the Governments of Rumania aﬁd’Bulgar
. to cease persecuting Jewish refugees within. their borders and ‘to permit
- them to.depart, Hirschmann, with the consent to Ambassador Steinhdrd
discussed the refugee problem in those countries with their Minister
- Turkey (Cables No.-440 and 499 from Ankara dated March 13 and March 2043
.see attachment #2 to VI'C '~ 1, Transfer of Jews from Transnistria 4o
Turkey, ‘and: attachment #28 to VI C, Evacuations to'and: through Turkey
".The Rumanian Mindster’took the matter up with his government and: Hirs
mann was:advised. that’ the Rumanian Government pledged. itgelf to fagili-
tate in every possible-manner the emigration of Jews, and. that "it'wonlds
’transferyalljJewsfin;Trénénistria,to‘Rumania proper: (Cable No, 474
Ankara-dated March 16; see:attachment #3 to VI G 1) Subsequent 1
‘ports:indicated. that this. transfer;. involving many, thousands of.ivefy
sway :

. e: Board suggested that Steinhardt take vp with the Turkis;

‘ment; .as & test case;” the matter of ‘two refugees’ inable: to procée
Hungary:to’ Palestine because. of. their inability. to procure Turkishtransii
visas, desplte the fact.that they had.Palestine: ertificates and:transit
visas for all other:countries. through which they sould be-required to %
pass (Cable Mo, 272 to Ankara dated March 28), -7 v

LAl

- Tlith respect to the President's statement on atrocities- against: the

g, :Steinhdrdt advised the Board of wide publicity in the Turkish and
Balkan préss and over the radio, -“Information reaching Steinhardt:indi
cated. that' the statement made a deep impression on the“people: of R

- Balkans and central European countries (Cable Ho. :568. £rom Ankara dated

| March 29). -

‘According to one. communication from Steinhardt, a lengthy’editoria
appearing on the front page of a leading newspaper of:Tg anbul :
the Turkish Government to take all measures possible: to aid . J ishs
refugees from the Balkans in their efforts to reach Falestine (Cahle
No. 597 from Ankara dated April 4). : - TR ey

A ‘comprehensive report on the rofugee situati n’'agyit’ exist
Turkey and the Balkans was forwarded, to -the Board by ‘Hirschnann:befd
" his departure from Ankara. A detailed summary of observations} con
clusions, and recommendations was also submitted: {enclos
patch No. 596 from-Ankara dated March 13). In'a
- Board was advised that'the Turkish Government had
. plan of evacuation of refugees from the Balkans:
this plan having been agreed upon before Hirschmann'sg:
United States (Cable No. 643 from Ankara .dated April:10; see:attach

v

“ment #5).




refugees arrlvxng aboard: three: dlfferent ships - the "8.8." Mllka,,
which made two voyages, the' "5.8. Maritza," and the "S.S. Bellacitta
were permltted to land:in: Turkey and proceed to Palestine.. A tota‘
7907 refugees were - evacuated durlng Aprll from Constanza across th
“Black Sea t0<Turkef. \

For more detalled 1nformat10n concerning negotlatlons
Turkish Governmeﬂt designed to facilitate the evacuatlon of refuge




* BABLE NO. 142 TO JNKARK-FFM.THE BOARD

' February 24, 1944. )

TO;STEINHARDT AND HIRSCHMAN FRON THE VAR REFUGEE BOARD., .. -
It‘18 reported herein -the papers that a high government;officia
“in Turkey told the Associated Press on February 13 that Turkey was.:

‘Wwilling to .cooperate with the Palestine Commission and Allied-diplomats
in assisting Jewish refugees to leave.the Balkans. We would appreciate
immediate .confirmation of this report.. Please give.us full information
at once on:the: present position of the Turkish Government on this matte

. The War Refugee Board is desirous of making public the’ cooperative

“attitude of neutral countries on this matter, and unless you perceive:
some objection, we would like to be in a position to publicize at once

the attitude of Turkey, .-~~~ - - T G

L. It is. extremely important that we be kept currently informed of
a1l developménts in Turkey rolaving Vo VYhe aetavitace ef-the Doards 1t
‘have recelyed numerous inguiries from private agencies concerning:the

. above mentloned press report and have been awaiting advice from jou as.
- to its-accuracy, o . S SIeN




I arrived: in Ankara on February 14. In the :Lntervenlng eleven:day
I have’ sent"five -telegrams Nos. 282,5 286,.295, 306 and 314 which et fort
P11 mformatlon onithe present pos:LtJ.on of the“Turkish Government!
bave kept: ‘the board currently informed -of .21l developments in Turkey
relating to’ -its activities. Those ‘telegrams not only “informed. the bo
fully but: contained detailed suggestions of action that: should be taken
. by the board to support our efforts here. Thus far 1 have had no reply
. to these telegrams. ‘ : - .

*As to- the press report publ:Lshed in United States concern:mg whloh
the board has been awaiting advice from me as to its ‘acecuracy, may. I
remind the: board that press reports sent to the United States: from
Ankara are not shown to Embassy or myself and “that American. newspapers
arrive here several months’after publication. Your telegram was bhe
fore my first knowledge of any such press repert.’ The,corres;)onden
of the Associated Press with whom I have talked:today states that:th
press despatch sent by him -on February 13 was based: on-.an view wit]
Dr. Herdog, Chief Rabbi of Palestine who had previously ta ed with:
official of the Turkish Government who among other things revieve
“ gituation in Nazi controlled Balkans and urged the need for:a i
leave Constanza under safe conduct of the Red Cross to transpor thous E]

of Jew:Lsh ch:.ld.ren to Palest:_ne.

. In con.nectlon w1th the foregomg 1t seems des:_rable that: the:
- await my reports and those of the Embassy rather than, be, :.jnflue
newspaper. stories. ‘Even had the interview been with."a hij
- official in Turkey" it. would be unwise to attach too much
“to- the casual rema:rks of.‘ an 1nd1v1dua1 government off:.cial to-a ewspape

DD(‘LAS‘B'IFIED
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‘correspondent, ‘in.that any-Turkish official speaking to an. American
‘ewspapericorrespondant would obvicusly assure him of the intention
‘of Turkish Government'to- do everything within its. power to facilitate
Boards” objectives;’ .Such assurances- intended.to obtain favorabld pub
licity for’ Turkish;»Government in ‘the United States are meaningless
until they:have been.implemented by specific action by :Turkish Govern
ment. K P oy RIS Ao wralen

- Referring to Boards desire to-fipublicize at oncethe attitude.of

Turkey". Ambassador. and I urgently recommend no-(repéeat no) publicity
of any kind be given at this time: to 'possible Turkish cooperation,ii:

- Any' such publicity may -cause the Turkish Government: to’' feel that it has

already sufficiently placated American public-opinion: and thereafter. to
losé-interest in continued cooperation. - Furthermore; it is important

" to note. that negotiations-are going-oh from day today with Turkish

officials and that as they are none too enthusiastic to do- anything:-for

Balkan refugees they must constantly be.-prodded and. ninded that:the
possibility of adverse publicity in the United States hang :
heads. It seems.to us much more important at this time to get Jewis
refugees ‘out of the Balkans into Turkey and Palestine than: fc

Turkish Government which has thus far contributed 1ittle to”our &f
Premature publicity on this subject in the United States Favorable to
Turkey is more likély to be harmful than helpful *o our effort




CABIE NO. 198 70' ANKARA FROM THE BOARD '~

-

| March 13, 1944

T Itids t’ated‘by:ybu_that the -Department’
g mitted when the press story raferred to
mation om.the situation.in Turkey and before !
-you. The Board has :greatly appreciated ‘your suggestions for ‘actio d
your' full reports have received immediate attention... We advised youiof
“steps taken by the Board in-our cable numbers 144 and 148, General in~
structions to.Hirschmann were -.contained in cable n0..120 and suggestions .
-for the approach to the Turkish Government were contained in-cable ‘no
146, Information from the British for ‘Hirschmanuy's attention-with ref-7:
erence “to refugses who- may escape to Turkey was contsined in our-cable
- no. 147 of February 26. .. At the Board's suggestion, ‘the British Forei
" Office hag-instructed its missions abroad to work with: members o !
' can missions in carrying out - the program of the Board.

The Board is actively engaged in followin
which you have made. Stron
various channels to Hungar
their treatment of Jewish
these Governments other me
prepared for transmission

g up other suggestions
€ representations are being made. ‘through
¥, Bulgaria and Rumania on.the- subjectiof

and other refugees and to bring pressure on’
thods will be utilized.

.matters. suggested by you:
“be repeated for your inf

but in. the: program génerally.  This. cabl"e,wl;
' mitted,

o'rma,_i_:ion'vtdf_Ankara.‘when it 4 "actually— tirang

-~ “DECLA
Btate Dop,




a.ny expected acta_ons of coopera.t:.on by the Turk:Lsh Government until-it
is convinced that® the 'I‘m'klsh Government has taken effective steps in:
support.of the program and in'this matter the Board will naturally take
".into- consideration the advice of ‘yourself and. Hirschmann However'; ithe
- Board desires to restate its view that appropr:.ate' ublicity -incertain
features of the proga.m can be of. enormous help.

We c1te one mstance. 2 Atithe Board's request, the. OWI has initiate
a campa_lgn ‘directed speclflcally towards: the satellite, governments"m'
.order to-press. home’tosthem:and. “their people’ ‘the ‘serious’ v:.ewi:whu.ch
take of their ¢ollaboration with  Hitler in the persecution.ofthe: y
and other minorities and our: e'berminatlon through every: 'DOSSlbl.
'to rescue’ these unfortunates In' onrect:.on with' other feature
program- publlc:.ty may. also . prove: helpful, partlcularly ‘that: of rescu
itself. v To illustrate; appropridte publicity givento: -sincere’ ‘detsiio
'cooperat:.on ‘by: neutral and other; Governments may-be extremely ‘help!
:in certain cases -in“securing assistance from.other Governments
be appreciated by the Boerd Af you will Treep it adv:n.sed of: developments

representatlves -in the field, the Board mtends ‘to- nu.mber 11;5 cables to;
‘each representative consecutlvely commencing with this cablel” K:.ndly
. "refer to these Board numbers in your replies to Board cables.
o please number consecut:r_vely all of your cables to the Board”

i DFCLA
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. an,-
appear that the: Uar'Refugee.Board is:under the’ mlstaken impre551on that
“the; prlnclpal obstacle ‘to-date has- ‘been-the Turkish- Government's
.cooperate.,‘Thls -is-not: so., Our greatest. obstacle't
.been:- the ! Ax1s authorltles in the Balkans Who refuse torgran
to’ Jew1s 3 efugees W >

is: not. 1mp0551ble to solve it so long as it'is p0351ble
‘bring- about ,the departure-of Jew1sh refugees from-the Balkan

"into w1th the Mlnlster of Communlcatlons with whom I conferré yesferda};

Ve dlscussed the ‘proposed. purchase of the SS NECAT by the ¥War: Refugee

"Board at: a ost of approxlmately $400,000, Tt is contemplated;that: ‘the:
£ t}

from.Roumaniavunder thejauspices of the Internaticnal—Red,Cros
“purchase prlce ‘of this;-vessel is estlmated to amount to the

‘Re evacuation of Jewish refugees from Roumanian or Bulgdriah’ﬁbr_‘b
the Turkish representatives are amenable to reopening negotiations re
"lating ‘to the chartering of the 8S. VATAN, prov1ded that such: negotla

_in Near Bastern waters, be chartered at once by the Har Refuge”
and gent to- Istanbul as’ soon as p0531ble. The negotlatibns

DECLA
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Re rail transportation, the Turkish authorities have grahté
portation visas:for 5,000. Jewish refugees on. their way to Palestine but
until now, because of the reluctance of the authorities in the Axis. oc-
cupied countries to grant exit visas and because of administrative de=
lays, only a.small portion of such transit visas have been utilized. -
Bulgaria has very recently relaxed somewhat the restrictions:which -

hithertofore have prevented departure of Jewish refugees. - It is hoped .
therefore that unless new obstacles are encountered, it will be.possible
to - 1ncrease the refugee movements to a large degree, in the near future.

) The Turklsh authorltles have authorlzed the 1ssuance of many more
‘transit visas.and also: have.offered to provide rail transportatlon fa011—
ities for’ many more persons than have been utilized until now.* They are
;of the .opinion that. until:the visa and rail facilities already offered. ™
have been utilized; it.serves no useful purpose to discuss the possibil
ty of addltlonal visas and rail facilities or the establishment. of.
refugee camps,. ' The Turkish’ authorities have assured me that when the ’
visa and. railway facilities. ‘already offered have been utilized they will
be prepared: to enter 1nto negotiatlons for a further 1ncrease 4in such.
f301l¢tles. S . S

ThlS whole subJect matter has’ been dlscussed thoroughly‘w1th the
Minister of Communications, the Foreign Office and other high Turkish -
officials. ‘T felt.free to do this in view of the Department’s opinion

- that these discussions are unrelated to the Turkish role in:the war._’
Thé policy of this Government, of which the War Refugee Board -is an

instrument, has been made very clear to the Turkish authorities and. I

have felt free to pz'es s them for the most complete cooperatlon.‘

In the short time that he has been here leschman,has acqulred =h
complete grasp of the situation and is extremely active and- di.
It is my opinion that in the past two weeks con51derable prog)
been made, - ; .

STEINHARDT -

DECELASSIFIED .
State I)cnt “Liglter, L 11—73
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' CABLE.NO. 643 FROM ANKARA TO THE BOARD .

o ,'*April_lo, 1944,

Q'Thegfolioﬁing heséége is from the Ambassador for tﬁé Viar Refug
1Bogrdfand‘ s.nqmber 3% frbm Apkara. el . ' 3

‘ﬁhatEHis plan is alreédy in‘opefation
The details of the planrwill>bexput

: . Please:advise Hirgchmann
when he grrives-in Washington,
' before the bba;d by him, " -




Recognlzlng that full ad:antage has not boen ‘taken of. the grea
.opnortunltleS~Por the evacuation of refugees in the ralxan coun'rle
,throub 'nur*ey bc 1t tneroxore Resolved:

: That the Sccrotary of State be requested by the House of chresentatlv
- of the United States. to urge that the Governmont of Turkey facilitate,

in thg.interests of humanlty, the entry of refugces who can:escape from.
the Nazis into Turkey and cstablish a refugee camp -in‘vhich such persons.-
can- bc “temporarily shelt orcd on 1ts terrluorj.; UNQUOTE

If it will be bclpful ‘in your dlscrctlon thls pend

may be used by you in brljglnﬂ furthcr pressurc
and given local publieity. :

This is WRB'cable to Linkara Mo, 53.




