




~~~~'j.;;W' ,. ,::. ·.· 
. }>i;~.II1.~a-cable· addressed.to. e,:u;S; Embassy in 

asked::;ta\ make clear,:'to . thii- British. Govermnent :that .· 
the~·war:~Re:fugee:Boafd:.represei:its,;this Govermnent • _,c.·.·~--·--··· 
out.~'effeietlvely' .. a!lci·:'without~d.eiay the policy . . 
the; two. fiovernmeilts'{to· take 'all' possible. measures, for:;:Ule.:$1leEld~r;U.~ilil.Q1 
and- relief of. t}:\e"{,yfctims of 'enemy· persecution. · .. Ambassaaor,·u~-nani>i,WaS 
asked:to' coirl'er vii'th;~ the British on the. possibility' of.· 

·.the :Boar(:l's program.::thr_ough:such a-declaration as that ··i"""'"~--lh.r· 
President and through·.instructioris to British: representati 
countries comparable·'.to the circular cable·:· instructions· sent lJV•--c.u"'", 

United States to its Missions. upon the creation of;the'·Board: \'-''W-''"'.:-. .>~o.·: 
774_ t'o.;:Lcindon d~t~d Januacy 31) •· · · 

Ambassador Winant promptly reported 
cussions 'ilith the Foreign Office concerning the Board: 
was stated that question had arisen in the House': of , __ _;,-_.~..;,, ·a;;s ~t~ci~;iv}letl!ieJ~; 
the British intend:to make a similar move.· The 
that the British· probably_ would not set up 
Cabinet Committee on Refugees already exists and 
composition has not ye.t been made public), Winant 
British wanted to· know if such measures as surprise para 
inents were contemplated in carrying out Board purp<;Jses· 
Vlar 's membership on the Board. having suggested · ,pr·olllis~aU):t:{•.'' 
military measures '.in corine.ction with · 
from .London dated;February 5)~ ... , 

In reply the(Bb~~d indi~~t-ed' that the use of coillbat' 
envisioned unless ··the rescues are '·the direct result::- of'._', U~-··-~a.r,y'~oj:I8I1aiei<l'nS 
The_ Board·again asked:.for ,the'reaction of.the· . -
proposal' that instructions, be issued . to British· T'An"'"'"fin·t"11;1 
comparable .. to.U •. S. instru~tions_of January 25: (Gabie 

· London dated February·9)~. '·. .. ·"· · · 

(cont.) ~' 



· · thiril)i.appe~ri~g. in :tha:.~~~~~~~~~~!·r~5~::;J~2~~ 
actiod.:of the'.Pres:fdent in·:~·st;ablishing·<the War 

'the-;,;Britishtci takeisimil.ar'aqtion .(Gabie No. 1222 from 
. February 12; seeJa1so'Cabl'8 .. Nci'~·:l210 from London:dated.Fe 
Cab1e:N'o.·~ 1655· fr~in·~~~ndon.dat6d February 29). . ·~ . ·,, 
-.<·~~r-';}'~};:)· ... :.._-' .. :·:~::_ ... :~:rt~~t:;:-);ft~··_f:.:':·.·;_._;.:·~: ... -~x~-:~:~·--.r--:: _: · . _ -· ·: ·:·_: -~ _ --.. · 
. ::(,~Certain· questions: raised- by'.Dr •. Nahum Goldmann of-the . 
Congress' in.cionnclction with relief and evacuation activities were .. · 
'relayed by Winant in a later communication (Cable No. 1541 from LClnd~n 
dated February 24) ~--, Viith reference to Goldmann's first question, :~tl!e 

· Board, indicated: that it had not made any d~~:islon. to ilpproach· the,;. 
blockade authorities·. concerning .. the :shipment. of supplies f:rom .tlJis·'t· •.· 
colintry to .the Jews and other.perse9uted peopl:e)f Europo.(see-,IJ>B·.· )•· 
Policy: on. the Blockade). . With respect to a second .· .. ·. . Board•{: . 

indicated that it had in preparation a sta 
among other things, of the licens-ing by th8. 'l'i•AeiR11rrir DepmrtnreiJ,t 
rescue.and relief operations in enemy and 
the .. Board further:; indicated that· it had 
othe~ organizatioi'is,iin·Great:':Britain appea.t~ng 
Go'vernriJent for' permission to'; car'ry on .and fi.na.nc.e:'OJJier·at.iclns:. 's:imtil:ar: 
those: being' authorized' by tlrl.s".·G~verrilllent. 
London'· dated March,: · ··· · 

·.:}}1~~;·~:-pb1~~from .. ·.. . . . anticipation 
· Hous~ "of Commonii'··-ori ·the. British:· Government's · 

'havirig'a:dsene\iu''·'connection :;;lith: the question of, . . . . Tt1,t_.e'ritn·uA1rn;~,. 
ment~l .Cmirrni ttee bri-Hefugees, \Wiriant advisecC that 'an a'ttemi:rt; wa's ~x.:. ' 
pected··to .be· made·· to'· show.· a·· :df.lt. between this· Government' and: the :.;. : · . 

, Bdtish on·refugee poiicy~ :TheJ[oreignOffice; Winant :eaidi .proposeP, 
.• to reply that this· was not tne ·case·, ,that the British.·and Amaricin1.: ,., 

;,• 

... -., .. · 



since-
- o'lhat they may be .n>-An•o-r',,F,:+.n· 
(Cable No~ 1503. to ,London "'"'·h.,;,.,, ...... 

a statement'•'on· the Board 1s acti 
. . . '(Cable. No~. i812 to Londo~ .dated 

-~~.!lhl~~Jt?,~) .,.- ·A;. message containing-· even more detailedinfo:timlti.on. : ... :~­
respect to;the -remittance-of funds arid similar transactions 

approved:. bY the. Boar<;! ·vias subsequently dispatched ;(Gabie No~_ 230J 
'L9J:ldo~d-~tE)d.Mg:tc:li:25;'.see ettachmont #3). __ •. - :· ,: _· .. ·· '·~' ·: .> 

'. ·-~:.- ' ·'.< .. ;·;./, 

-The.Board was'_1ater ,advised by Winant 
.. ·debated the question of funds for the InteJr~r<)VElrrJJnemt 
. _ hours/ finally. voting· the sum .~equested. by- the. r.o"\TA,C.ni!iP.na·:·_· 

the Interg-civernmental,.Committeel favored the 
c.•"·,c-C .. '-'Z.·T··••" -agency _comparable to the. Board. The Government took 

while an:international body can handle.some·matters 
agency of any one nation, there is a field for 
matters; it,was therefore pleased at the 

· -· and voiced . the_ intention of ·gi vlng its livery 
:·sympathy.;_":-' .The Government rciterated.its ·_ , .. _ 
ment _of [1.· comparable _British agency was unnecessary' 
existencEY-of a cabinet< committee already .. concerned 

· constitutional•objections:to. the ··._establishment~of. - · 
-. also .suggested. :i(See,_'Cable, No.l71Lf~omLondo!ldated,·. 

- ·. --'itl···'; ,:i~{t~~· ·~:·i~{~~~·ch .4 a~~·. ~d~~~-ss~c{ £~' ~~: ;Bcia~d · .. 
. Department it was indicated th'at concern had been~expressed 
British:over_the·finencial aspects of. the recent'licorisirigby 

. ·. -Treasury or: .. :rnternatiorial Red Cross purchases ili'enemyT·, e. rrl.G<>rv 

s.tate '¥gently, raqixested, that propOSed future tran.sactionS Cii~Cii"t<O 
·. ; . . , '· ' , : · - ' . (~ori~~)· ,_ " . 



~O!l.··l~iUgge:s'tJ.On! made. by this·· G OV03rruneirt:·j;l!a1;:'i,:~lllgi::Br.;it;!: 
· o:f. inunigratiori ·.· 

childfeni .'flO 'as t'o/peinu t 'them, ,tc) ·enter Palestine :'wJ.'til~Ilt>_.,,nu:,.; 
... alloymc!~ imder' trei)'lhite . .Paper ·~·'·;i:The· suggestion by:. .'r.,,,,:,.;,:,;.·.,,;;+'; 

· .been, made in connection witli the Swiss effort· to obtain . 
· for . Jewish • ·children in France • ;· The ·.British. replied· that · .. 
had not yet obteiried 1any promise of 'exi:t permits and had. m~mer._:no. 
sentations, to ei thEir ~the Intergovernmental Committee or. 
Government.regardin~dconditions under which they would re 
children; ··the question' of the childr(m:ts e-ventually: :g-oing 
was- regarded as entirely hYPothetical, The Foreign. Off'ice thCeri:Jf,cirE~;,.j_·:,•J 
felt -that 11it· v16uldjbe undesir<~ble· to freeze aiw 

... of certificates tor\cases which may never arise,n 
·, •: stated, however, ''thi.t it. would· give appropri'ate cons:z.utlra 
· matter ·if and when the Swiss Government Ini;erii:•5v'E:irzweuitcal.<:; 

~.~;:.; : >£; __ •. ',,_.·:=.:.::_·.·.\! ..• ,· .. 

fi\'.-~:- ,. 

•• 

·committee .for:concr~te ·assurances. The 
unused balance of the origincl quota of 75,000 Jewish. ~"'~'·"'~uu 
Palestine fixed by tho hhite Pe.per was approxima:tely_ 
corthection the Secretriry of State for the Colonies ····~··v~·--
inent in November;.'l943, with .respect to the · · 
the existing quotai.!.that those··unable·:to reach 
1944>' .would not be.•excluded il'J:'the•'time · · · 
will. be· lacking ·on:·the· part of' lfiS: Majesty's' r."''""n•mi>,r\t.c': 
their> arrival. subji>ct:: to. the , <:riterion:· of e"co. no1:nl.,~·· au"u.L· u"'-'-....' v_",."· · ..... ·_.,,,,, .. ,. 
capaciity. 11 (See Disjmtch No~·,.·l4.393 from London· 

'also attachments #2-~and 3 tey:vr-v:-..1, Evacuatron· 6t· .... ~·<lllUO.Utl!J, 
.from: Fr~nce.) :2.~-·--~ .. :f;.::_;,:,·_:> ·· .. :· ': .· , :·).'!:\) , : .:·•· , , 

···<·;: 
. • • -.. !, ' - .:~.: .~· 

· .. ' 
.. "·•/;·;:;·.:···· 



--).~ .. :: _,- •,_,. 

. . >Iiif6~~ation' aV:ailabl~ to the Board in~icated 
othe~-neutral countries contiguous.to enemy-held terri 
a position to recedve .larger l,luiDbers of children andr' ""~'"'''ri"' 
refugees f,rom enemy· oppr_ession if' facilities for addi 
clothing. and foodstuffs were granted. Accordingly~·- Winant·. . 

· undertake 1;o obtain' from the appropriate British ·autlwr;i ~ies;-.r ,.,.r.mr>T .. o 
concurrence in the Board 1 s position that definitive ···,;,,,,..,.n,,,,·, 
given to the neutrals that additional food and clothing 
through the blockade, :subject to appropriate safeguards · 

<ncient to Dieet,·iricreased needs: arising from their · · 
· .';C Cable ,No. 3953, tp jLoridondated May: 18) ~ ··• The Board· w~s • 
. ·connection: that:.a:- meeting.'held. at· ,the Ministry 'of· Econorirl.c · · 

:LOndon .in• March, .. t~ ·ctiscuss v1i th. the Swiss the possibility 
receiving _so .. 'll.rnore· child, refugees· from German:-held.·t~~r·x ·ii;or·y;,·;-t;ottctted 
upon this.:ques:t;!.on::(Dispatch No:. 14623 from LOndon 

. more. Mtaiied. account, pr. :t;'l:iis ii!atter, including iatel' 
see II·B, The.-'Blcickade.:'(,See;also II.E, Food and Olothirig' 

· · CQ~~f.ies.~.;,; .. , . ..• · · · '' .. ~ .. 
''. ·- ·. ,:l,;·· 

·,.•, ~ \.'-'. 



At the same _time the· Foreign Office indicated\i;ha. 
proposal that Sicily might be usedas ·a . .· ' 

,-1 ~- ; .• :', • • ',' : ' •• :, ; ~ •. - :· .' •• -~~--.. • 

, In 6~~ctio~ \Jith the· ~oard •i -h~iier. that 'camp Lyaut~~ 
. not. be ·-opened to. refugees from: Italy but sh'ci:ttld. be kept 

refugeas-: arriving from: Spe.in;· complete agreement r1as '· expres 
._: ... ·. :: ... -_· ,.,_·~.:~·:· '? -:: .... :/· .' -.~> .. ·(~ :;_: < ': ~: :~; -:'~ .. : ·. '~ -->.~' ·: ... ~-. ,:,_:-~ -.': --~-- .. < _; ·- ·. :_-::~_·_~--~-~- {· ~ ': 1 :-~ --.... · ~-: _:: .' ' 

With respeCt .to the. Board's 'proposal tha:t·· the. British grant 
cHrL:Lu_cates~o-Jewish refugees in 1iberb.ted It!J:l~r, ithe_,British felt'' 

:th()se'refugoes.,_aro.in an· area .ylhero'thoy are .sefe f:rom,.,._ ''::_,-... __ , 
persoc:u. 'ti_ •. ol1' l, . profer()nce; shoul9- ·be given uri.der_.tho 'l:i-mi ted quota ':': !. ,:: ~. 

···for·. _immigration irito Palos tine to :those Je\vs elsewhere whos-e/.,··:··; · 
'are still in._fl.anger as a result of &nomy'oppross~o;rt• ·Tho Foreign : . 

; ·_. : (c9~~~) . . : ··>;•:;, 



concluded_by poi~ti~g out that while considerable -···-··--·~ 
Yugoslav refugees.: from Hungary have already been received in. 
and while.it does not doubt the desirability of moving other refugees 
·southern Italy' for operational reasons, it believes that alternative.,..-, . 

. places of refuge. should be used to the greatest possibl6 extent,.· ( · .. 
Cable No; 510,4 from London dated June 28 comprising attachment #9. }··.·; ;-

,,~-- ' . 
an account 'of. a scheme proposed to the ·Board by the ,British' 

fina-ncing of rescue and relief projects, see VII A-, 
· with: the Intergovernmental Committee.; · · 

• .ai~~l±i·~/~6f~i~~:jd~ of :Ceriain Licensin~·with: the 
Appointment :or-special Representatives. · · · . . 

:Ui/ftX'~EI~~;:s·~·J:: .. : · ··:, ._ ... - ·.. · .. 
--~~·;:~ _<:~ _;,~ _.:::,,~'.-J•' _I:, 

·~ .. ·-·.' 
_.'/ 

.-:_'' 

,. ....... 

r .... _:_·,·_:_:~_-_;_·_.:-.1 ·-··;j·_..,·,·-.-->- -.~(f\1f~ .· 
' - '' 
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Btato DopL Lett_er, 1·11'72 
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. CABLE NO. 1503 TO LONDON FROM THE BOARD 
~,. 

Febr!Jary 29, 1944 

:~--

Refer. to y~~ 1554 of February 25 with tespect to 
in the.House ?f Commons on.the_.refugee problem. 

J /.---~·\;,: -. ;_,__- :. ~ •• _,·- '.•' 

previously.stated, ·it. is 'the policy of .this Government 
en.co•ur·ae··a ''andpar:ticipa_te~in effective cooperative efforts with 
·yo.ve.rnime,nt,s:'in taking all- possible measures for the speedy rescue 

of_··the Jews of.;Europe and. other victims of .Hitler's persecution •. 
Government hopes' and believes: that its actions. in this matter·.will .. -

be uriilateral and.-that the British Government. will actively· cooperate. • 
concrete measures, designed to __ Carry i>Ut this policy •. . . 
:. • ~'-'o:'f·;-.:'-: .· :).~ :'/"(!'•{f-~" ~-; ,·_ .:~·~··.' ~,., • --~·-•,· .. ·. ··- • • • - -

We agree tbEit. it v;ould- be unfortunate if this Government imd -the-· 
itish Governm'Emt-·should drift apart in refugee policy.- We hope such 

Will not be the case. Vfuether·this will happen is not of course dependent 
as much upon the expressions of policy made by each government as it is. 
upon the actual steps which are taken by each government to put these 
poJ,4ci~sinto efft;ct. - · 

Although the War Refugee Board has been·- in existehc? only a few weeks 
number of concrete· measures have been initiated for -tire. purp_ose''of , -

carrying out without delay the policy announced by tlie''President. ,,The•· 
Board is now preparing for your information and for submission to "the c. 
British Government a detailed statement of the action already: taken and:·:-. 
of the programs initiated to rescue and bring relief to war refugees~::-- We 
feel that the Foreign Office should knovr, before making. its progosed reply~ . 
in Parliament, that the Board has under consideration various ... adc'!it:l.m;m.l-­

.,.L_,,··;.-;;F steps of which we hope to apprise it in the near future, The.Br:i,.tish- ',-._.-
;:,l:: __ ~.'{~-~:~f:;; ·Government will then be in a oetter position to judge the actuarsigni- ' 

·-.C,;:.,,;_ ficance of the -policy of _this Government and to determine the steps it is 
-::: ·:1._-:Pl[i{r:>< prepared to take to· carry out a similar policy. · · i·-::c 

'4tj:j,;i%/.. ;· The War Refugee Board has no objection in principle to a 'plenary.,' :·_. 
;:::',;, " meeting o:t:·the Intergovernmental Committee, but has not definitely.formu­
:i{d1~;J}i{;A:lated its _vievrs_on•future actions which may be requested-of the.Cornmittee~ 

(::c:;;•Jf.fj;, • The War Refugee Board is pleased to be informed that the British 
(::;'rk;}:'Y.Foreigrt Office has instructed all of its ·miss:i,ons abroad to consult vrith . 
t-;·::·y;:~·.e.-:_. · United States diplomatic and consular representatives with a view to co--

Wf~l! oporat;vo aotion. . STETT!WTIB. DEcCA,_ 

Stuto Dept, Li•ttcr, l'11;7JJ 
J3y R. H. P,.;J~s . . . 

·, 
• ' h.;. -\,:_ ... 



March 10~ 1944 

.. , . . ... ' I . . - ., ... 
Following our cable no. 1503 -of February 29 you may w:i,sh to make 
to the British Government that the steps which the War 
is)aking anci is prepared to .take are in accordance with 
generaLpa~ter~s: ~ ·c _:: ·• 
-- ''"<-~-'/::;'~<~ \):~!~·-·:.._,:.: .. :· ~'t-/ 

.(1) .·The· Board realizes that its chances of 
·other victims;of erieroy oppression from death 

changi.n!( the ·actions and attitude of the. enemy, particU:larly .. his !latel.;. 
:subordinates and--functionaries, The Board is convinced that it•-is' -, --· 

'"·,···--~--- ; :tinportance to undertake a:t once an organized and concentrat'ed.'.;· . 
to"ma:ke.·clear, by. all appropriate means, to-all Axis sate:Uites->:,,> .­

the Allied-Governments view-in a most serious light their assistance·:· 
. im:y fonn·to Hitler's program to exterminate the Jews, and other similar. 

groups,. regardinf all such action as criminal participation in orgaruzed 
'murder.. The Board also believes it necessary· to make clear to the satel-

_,,;:lites by all. possible means, its intention to do everything in its power .· .• 
~;•,to res·cue. such·unfo:rtunates who are in danger of death, in order not only·: 
•~Fto give the satellites' a clear view of the attitude of this country. in · 

the matter,· but. also of the opportunities w{lich' exist for ·;lssisting in 
the execution of our policy. The Boar·d feels very strongly that a)::aiii~ · . 
paign •of this kind.· must be made through all possible channels and be •co!l­
stantly repeated at every available opportunity, The Board belleves that 

, parallel action on the part of other All:i_ed Governments would do a·grea · 
deal to assure the success of th:i.s endeavor. At the moment_ it is'_JJI-tp. ,o-,r~;,anLu 
that pressure be brought to bear particularly ori Rumania arid Biilgaria, be-::­

..•. cause in those areas there are many refugees in imminent danger.of•death ·-· 
, L ') .- 'f'\-.'/who ca:n be evacuated to Turkey and other places if those Governm~n:t;_s . --_-

~- <f r)(i. mit it. 

i. ·i,'-- ;~;}- . In ~dition to bringing pressure through various channels a~~~~k:i.ng' 
·••r-..?:);;r;' formal representations to the governments of the satellite countries, the<: 

:;j;Qf'~;::'~ Board feels that there should be employed in this campaignall available ; 
i :. f/;t:::'i':< means for effecting the widest dissemination of our_- attitude not only_ to· 
: . ~~>';r:t.>>the governments themselves but to the largest number possible of the·. 

;e.;.·.~-:c·people of satellite countries. In this connection the Office of. War In­
·';;:i;/-/ formation is. cqoperating with the War Refugee Board in bringing home. t6. · 
;;,,,_._:_·-the people in· Germany and the satellite countries the fact·-that we··con~ider 

-······~N_:_;/,;~ . (cont,} \· . . .. · - - .. 

. . . J" DECLAS§ii;'i'i;,D .. 
State Dept. Lr.-t.i:~r; !_•'rh'H 

~ It H. Pnrks Date.sJJk2 8 



matter:to be of.paramount:~portance and intend vigoro~sly' 
all possible_ means,of accomplfshing our objectivet. 

(2) 'In addition to this program designed to bring about a chan~te::;··:~· 
,,1;;,\~'-•~-~,.,·. in the actions and attitude of our enemies, the Board· is convinced ... 

'there is a real opportunity for actually bringing many of these peoples 
·;out of German· controlled territory. The Board is determined to d.o.what;. 
· it can to bring these people out, in as large ~umbers_ as :r'he·:.: 
Board is-certain that:this Government and its'Allies can find.for· 

ons t~mporary havens- of refuge;, . The Board feels very ' 
solution. of any .• problems which may arise in finding a· 'tempor~ar.,·,re-.•'•' 
for these·people,,once·they have escaped·frolll Hitler•pari' 
by~-the British arid American Governments and that•·in;: 

Dr•nO.IP.nn" JnUSt 'be SUbOrdinated.tO;.the program Of reSC\le · 
, --· .. -J::r;,_r .. : f •• -.;./:;~~1/<~~</·i}(~-/~-t~:--r~ .. l.,./' · :::~. _ •. · ... · 1 · . ' - ' 

The-following ·exaniples· of measures which have _been. 
Board: wil1'illustrate the extent to which this Goyernme,nt is 

.·go· in actually .bringing people:out of Hitler's controL;:·;' ; · 
c ••• • -,~>~i-i·i;·.~=- __ .:;_. __ ·~ -),;'_':~·-_:._,·;.-:~f·;_~,:-.-·:, -··,: --~--:.-~?ti{:~::.:.-... ~:. ~: ; 'I '.>i ~-~:)'i(<\~ .. 

(a) ·•. This. Government: has requested the cooperation 'of . the 
J<~Jrfl,n"'"" ·countries: in this. endeavor·, Thus, in order to --increase • the.' 

. of. refugees through Turkey from occupied areas this Government ;is .. 
being requested to relax border and -other controls, etc. · The Board ·is · ( 

·offering to arrange for financing· the setting· up of reception camps ',:-, '<·c·' · 
·which.would receive refugees eritering those countries and would make it · 

to take thelll on to other places as rapidly as· possible. I · · 

. . . · (b) This Government is actively. engaged in trying tg;}~olv~ 
. ;:j;; blem of getting

1 
ships to ·transport refugees. Thus, one 6f the· a. r,,,,.,,,,T"' 

c · !!>)', opportunities for. actually rescuing such people exists in the 
._;.;\_;:·': jacent: to Turkey and the Black Sea. It is knovm that in Transn~s-lJI 

.... · Rumania and Bulgaria there are substantial numbers of refugees iri .Lumu.ut:nc 

danger of death. It also appears that arrangements can bemadE:lwi 
Turkish Government to receive refugees from these areas. There' . 

. · :.';.:. ;; , ~indications that the Rumanian Government at leas't will permit· 
,i::;.;-:;;F,J.(<,''\tial number .of these refugees to leave Rumania. It is J.Il:al.s'cpe,ns:acu.et.'<<na 
'!,~;··:(!;,'\:':'~;!:means of transportation be found at once. 

"~i~~tll T~~~:;;d ~,!;,~":: ;~:::::~:· th': ~:f::;::~~!oo;'~:~:"~~~ . 
. P>c;~;,,E;;evacuate to Turkey approximately one thousand children; c.: T~t the __ ,_:;..,._,.. 
;:' h\:·<:. of the S. S •. VATAN, a small Turkish vessel, -might be ·obtained

1 
has<been'. 

· t{.;:<reported by the Board's representative in Turkey providing a guarantee~:,~::-:: 
''/'::;,'.to. replace the ·ship in the event of loss would be made to the Turkish''\'•; ·, 
{c(l;)'Government. Such a guaranty was promptly offered by this Government:.,>,:~:T_he 

j}(i~::'f ' . ,,;~t,J .,. :~-~;["i~:.::" 
~ Ii.Pnrl;;

3 
· 

. . . ' 

: , . ; : .. L-,::t·, .• :·ii;,0,i~;: :;Jlii ;(d~} :).fi,f]gi Ii~~~,;:\{; ~;·it,;i~J):' .. li:i:!JI.iil\s· ,,,:,~tc. ;,::;·~"~i-~i\''.1~ 



poss:ib:ili:t;y-7'0:f obtaining some 
· taken up, with th~ Swedish Government. 
···possibilities. ·'_;• · ' · 

ships for this purpose i~ . 
The Board is also exploring 

:·--~~;:. x· 
;: ._., 
·J. ,., ·.-•.-r 

. (c) Licenses t,'~ ;ix· 'private organizations in the United States; h~ve ; 
already been issued..by th:i;s,Governmeilt giving permissionl\to their represen-_ . 
tatives.in Switzerland, .. in order to carry onrelief and evacuation.'opera-"··, ;'_ 

·, tions in enemy territory, to engage in the required· communication: and,·.··;::~:·:·: 
'financing transactions. Our 242 of January 18, 1944· and also our A~139 · ·· 
'of January- 311-' 1944, .describe, in thi~ connection, licenses which·novi' have 

,amended ~o permit: the acquisition,. if necessary,. of local !unds·. 
:itla1rm,9nt•.incfree_·exchange ol':free currency•·notes, from persons in{e.nemy.-or · 

t~'.en.ernry-oc:·c··.up",ie· :d- territory .;:· .. •,.Four additional private agencies have:':recei ved' 
~aen.l;J..ca.~ :~J..ce:m:es. i This;.Government _concluded in· issuing these ··-licenses 

:involved 'iri .. permitting the enelT(Y to acquire such'rela 
·quantities'of'foreign exchange was far. outweighed . 

live:_~~-~~~,-~~:-':._.:~~-:·)-.-.<-<;~:·.~-::\ ·-. -~-~--:--: :_ -- --,. _,_, .. ,, .. ,,.,,,._,, 
' Mer~·~ complete ·detail~ ·,~i~l be sent , to you shortly 

well' as others which the Board has taken or is 

HULL 
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'.· . 
. March 25, 1944. 

:iJ\' 

. .. . . J:~E.:~'(:; '" 
The message. given..,b~lovf refers ·to our telegrams of February 29 and i·::: ,,·. 

March 10, 1944, nos. 1503 and 1812, which partially presents the;steps.,':-::•,',,:;~0; ··. 
the War Refugee. Board has .taken or is· prepared to· take in order .to. irnpl&-';.' . · .. · 

the Board 's:.announced policies. The more detailed sta . · · 
for ::the British and -refers to remittances. of funds. and 

-cr·arts<Lct;l.C>r.ts. ·.which have authorized following ,the Y/ar 
·:·;:-r:".,• _'-; 

A number";} ~rivate organizations in the United States 
·-·--·L·" au-£horii'y to c!O.rrj on evacuation and relief operations iri:;, · ·. , 
occ,lpied Europe; Following the Board's recommendation, the Treasury:·.De;:.· 
partment has issued licenses granting the represent.atives of these organi-: 

·•.rations in_ Switzerland permission to finance their operations by acquiring 
~the requisite local currency if necessary from persons in enemy territory 
·against the payilient of free exchange and tci carry on such communications 
.as may be necessary with persons in enemy territory. The Board, Treasury · 
. and State Departments have taken the position that in these cases :the ma1n ... 

_ _,..,'-"'·"·•··•··: consideration is ~he saving of lives. and that this is paramount to .•. •'J:.ll.e: .,:_;.,_· · 
possibility that certain ·amounts of free exchange may become available .in'.; 

. enemy terri tory~ Among the relief and rescue projects the execl.ltion·. of.,': 
Which has been facilitated by the Board and which have been sponsored ,by· 

·;private organizations are.the following: · ·· 

l. Evacuation from France. to Switzerland. 

(a) Evacuatior{ of Abandoned Jewish Children. There has b~~ri:'issued .. 
license for· one rescue program involving abandoned children in hid;ing .: · 

':·in France numbering several thousand who may be deported to Poland in: the, 
',near future. ·Attempts are being made to sustain· and keep alive .thes,e -\' ': . 

';\children in France but· they cannot be brought into Switzerland in 'large -·: · 
~:-numbers until s orne assurance is ·received by the Swiss Government ·that, .'the ' -" 
;<~children will be removed after the hostilities end. TlreBoar~~pro'--+·;.~:- · 

i/~:·posed that tpis' Governrnemt give .the Sviiss assurances that. Arnerican.•Visas 
i.'t't.,}:Fi ·will be granted. to 4,000 children from France entering Switzerla.nd and ' 
·:,cc)·.<1)"J,~~.:·• that removals -w~ll be granted for these visas as necess~y. 

~·~&~ . . . ( oont.) ' DEQ,.A,Wffid 

I State DcilL J.oltor, l-11·7l1 

! By IUJ.P,u.'ks Dat~~£p 2B 



. (b} ;~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~:!EE.:.' 
,_Also steps 

:·which several private ·orgariizations are carrying out designed t_o 
and give relief' to. political and Christian refugees and scholars .Yfho ; · ,. . ~. 
have been·urial;)leto leave.France. Upon the recommendation o:t:'the Board,. ' 

... ·the Treastiry· issued·., licenses to make funds available in Switzerland .for/ 

in-~~~ f'orw.~~'~his program.• , _ ~-Y'\:~;{~(;\;~:·f\·._. 
. (c). -World· Jewish Congress Program. YTith the aid ·of· the· Board,::the • 
World Jewish :Congress has, worked out. a program to _·evacuate_ . ••into · 
North Africa, ;Switzerland:and Spain from Rumania· and France, ... 
Departrnent::has issued licenses authorizing the necessaJry·orJer·at.ion:·up .. t•o,,• 

total~coat, of. $100 3 000• of'.which .amount $25, 000· 

.. __ .;' .. ·: ·~~~~#i~Et:~~~:M1i2i~·~~~Ir.~~? .:tJ:~t,~\~,;:~~~~;·,, :\: ·,t .. 
··Evacuation· from--Poland 'to Hungary;l•t•· , .. 

>":.{·-~-'r-~::_:,-~~J-;:;._._;.::~4{ ·:.". ~~~-.;::~:~.~,_~_d·-,::~·--~~~ .. -~ -~-·-. ,_- . ___ ;\:_{'-'" r<~! :-o:-_ - -- ... 

·-Betvieelli.the wa.r··Reftigee Board and the Union of·llr"~.hr"'ln.v 
United .States·:·and\Canada .there·' has'· been worked::'aut· a 

Jews .from'Polancl·to '~ngary •. ·,In Hungary there are •persons who··' _·._in: a 
· ·.position to:·. aid. refugees· acr'oss the Polish border . into Hungary· wheire-;.; 
-;there is. already•a.large Jewish community to help' the refugees and aid 

.,.,,._,, .. ,,,,,,,.,_ ' them to bec'ume ·absorbed i:rito 'the Hungarian econonw. ,The Union ha~ been 
granted ~·authorization to comm.unicate with and transmit funds'· to 'these " 

~i~t£41i1t,YJ~ers:ms.!);_To•':nee:t the requirements of this plan, $1001 000 has been'sent 
Switze:dand; · · · '·"·',.. ·,·'· ·· .. :.1 -

The :futernational Red Cross has informed 
.. ·. lnittee of. an'. urgent need for funds to purchase foodstuffs for' 

to internees in Czechslovakia, Rumania, Hungary and Croatia. ,_B.;.L<~~•g.t:J 
private organization in the United States provided $1001 000 at 

.,.. ·· . ,,_ an approach . .- was made by the Board.. . Under Treasury. Departm€mt 
~,:f~.~.-.~.·.l.~-~,t.".';;;·:::·~:. ·<:.this sum has been remitted to Switzerland which permits the 
,''~ ,. ·required foodstuffs not only in neutral countriesbut· · .. 

. -"-/._.·~~; :. Rumania aa well. ' , ~.·, ~ .. ' . . , . .... ~ ··,~ __ .:,, .. 
;~r.~q.~ - -. . -

,:,;;..,' ,.. '' ·. 4. Plans for the Rell~f>;;r Refugees in Shanghai ._; 

;;,.f:H¥~tfti Relier:;:UI··prese~tiibeing admini;tered tci io,boo stra.nd.ed .. r·ef'ug;ee:s 
f_[;i.;}i0:t5>· in Shanghai.'];mrsuant':,to licenses granted by the Treasury Depart111en,t ·, : 
•;,:·!?!~0\f;,;<;-· .the--request> of--the~Board to two private. organizations. Authorization i,s . ,. 
· "i ·: ,,,:·,; ' given by these. licenses for the borroVIing of funds in Shangh<>i __ .ag~iilst ·<1 · · 

~,:~r;; promioc .<Or reiW>Uroc~~t after the '='• oru~:. . "''.'" ' 
'· i:;f. '- HULL . . .·. DECLASSiFIED ' 
~~.. ,! . . . .. . ) State Dept. L"ttor;· \·lsfp 
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. e~hasise·tlmt; 't;ne:re-
Bri tis hidoverrunent. to plac;e oo-s-cac.J.e.s<lll'' 

relief':measures -on:behalf-~of -the Jews• . . 
m"""t;urP.s.: 11ave.'their full'·'syropathy/:_But .the 
are concerned 'lest-' the· en:enw should derive· I lnancla . .t.;"'-m''"-TLT.al<TA 

particular·:J,hey.·are·-most 'anxious -that .no · -cacKe>n:·,wru:c:nc 
· might constit'ute <l_ brea(:h.in agreements which 
guardingn!le possible•pr6Visiori :to the _enemy· 

. least until. full consult-ation has taken: placEi'bet:r(eeri :th<~;l3riLtilsl·i''a:nd\\S 
American· Goverrunents. : Pr_elirninary examination 

. at the end.;o.f/last year when.'certain proposals 
U. S. Tre:isury- :Ln: connection'.With a. proposed t.-r·an"f'P.r 

. nection wit,h plans for the. evacuation of Jews' 
. These propos?.ls: were considered in London arid;,: 
'CampbeJ.ll ,~ l0tter to I&>. Breckinridge Long of -
felt t:•at ther3 -need be no insuperable obj 

.:. "•.;L·U: of_.;!;he tt'nnsaction, though therEl- were;,ciertain u"-'"-lc:u_t 
h/.,-;;~\j!', it was considered suitable ,safeguards; should ··r ,.· • ·-r'"''"" 

' i:({;f0t~, an opportunity: of discussing~ the question -
:ff:((~i;1Jcgreater detail,; but in~the,meaii'Ifhiie':i.t __ ' 
:, , · · ·,referred to:;ill' the beginning~ of. this letter . -T.ri,._T •. T .. n .. 

· :,_ .,-posals ha~,been. very widely; increased; and-'. 
~·much larger .. sums,: but:. also purcha,ses; of ·supp.J.l•es 

}iJ.v\ the International· _Red :crciss ·whiclii.were_,:no-t, in<;luded 

. t~c:~t;i~·i~;~~~tt-:~~~~h:{-:ft~[;!,:t 
. ~'J;· " · ,; .r,~;~:u · · 

~~:. 
• ~ •. ·• ' 1.~ 

~,~i~1ii1afi~{i~•:'_.~.-~~~;~;Ji}KJ);1,1i;;;;;:z\s~~~~;,~~~i~.ia·.]~,_;k~~~j}~~t;k!~!~···· · :;_j-C:,l;l,::;;,,;:::M.::il,;$J~,.,.o.\.ii, :;·.j"{i~~:isis~tJi 





March 4, 1944 

~ . , . ' 
: ... ~-: ·., -~ . : ~(~~-- ' .. -?-: -~ 

o·,-· /.~:.~~.~~.~~.·'.•.!_ r • .·: ·. . 
• _. • '.<:. . ·_i:-;~:J ;-:'~< < ••• ; ; 

Mr :,:~:~~!';-\ _ 3,¢~~1~;k:., . , ·-': ( _ . ' · .... . . 
I apologize for IIIY:'e~rorte'ous · statemimt Thur'sday about 
·the ·,War sRelief ··Control' Board to,'·the President. ve:ry;:0glad;;~~o 

. 'of .~tiiei::'progre:Ss. 'iriact~:~'that' afternoon'· on: the' 

. ~r~~~~~~~;;e~.~g ;~:i~~~t~(;~i' :: .. ]~:~·~c+:t.; ~:: . . 
.-· 1!eamv!iile;' hfi:-' Thorold~ i'of the British 
my sug'gestion put' his'·'•inq~iry;ln: writing. 

, . toge:f:her with a:.;~opy of. Tiiy r~ply. 
-~·-_ '--':_";;?2~-~:'t.~~;-~~· . -:~~-$ __ ~:!:~f_)~:~~-;J~-~--~/:f\ .- ,_-'·:~-~~ --~ -·: -·. :· 
·I presented the;"matter';-to 'the Po.Iicy Committee 

a result:;.;~r:·am iilstructed. to urge ·you to communica 
:British and'tnacquaint<thEir.~ ·fully with the situation.·, ·This is an im- ',:·. 
·. portant matter. of econociic ''1-rarfare ;in. which the two. governments,' have . 
. collaborating· in the closest possible' way. Nothing should be J:Jerinit'tied 
:"C·to injure thi~·relationship, and future programs should be worked ou:t · 
:.:·vlith'this Department, Ur~·:stone of Foreign Economic Administration;. and 

Hr. Thorold, in their economic warfare aspects. Mr. :War:rei1, o;(99urse,:· · · 
can secure the views of Mr Merchant,' our economic warfarE'!'· man •. '· · · 

;_J. =-t~.'. '•" • ~-~!~; ' ·. : .r • ~. ',".,'.';~~ ~~J;<~~tT·:.- .. "- ; ' 
<,~t{.: I might: add that Mr>Thorold apparently ha.d a ccipycof the 

. t'o the World Jevlish Congress, and assumed that $100;000 v1as the total: 
authorized: I told him the sum VTas in excess of ~i250;000, · btrt, gave· 
further information. 

·,( . 

:: ;:,.,•,~::.~.:·,:,·~,·,·. ,., .... _,.J,:,., .. _,.,.,·. :··c;~~~X":L;;,;;~4f:.k~.~1k~~i~r~~.:;~::).};;;"i'J,,i)i!i.~i.';i:•. ;).,,.: :i;v,:;i-L:;;;:_,\; 
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apjJri:ived,. • 
licemsing. ·· ,.,,.,_ •n,n,rt.mP.nt. 

:or-; the State ·Department. :' ·have askecl him 
actheiy;:to• cooperate'in.the''cioA_crete.·measliras·~ 

,you khow;·'a detail13d' .. report of. the activities:or· 
Board is .being:prepared.·for·despatch'to Ambassador . 

· mation of' the•Br;itish.Foreign Office~.':• ::·· .. . . 
·· -· ': ~;\:'>t~4:~-<-:~.:- ~· ;: : --·:;·}t~t-:_:>::··.-.:~- ,:._ __:, .. : __ :;: ~(f}_\·.·:_;·:- .. :. ;· _·.::.c.;,..t.->: ::·:·.:: .. :·: ·::: .' 

. ,._,· Iri view of Mr.:: Taft's comments, it appear,s,:to. me 
_,,,,., .• ,,-c·· .·not be f~ilia,r·.,with tl1e background Of the licensing 'u.L•UU.L"JIIIO ',lTI'U'OIVf.O 

in these rescue oper'ations., The World .Jewish Congress i 
sented to this Government a proposal f'or the rescue and 

, ... in the occupied territories; did not: obtain the necess 
. . ;_:~·;;,,-;:"·'~' five months. after:the proposal was presented .. This·· 

:\.J~i:t,~;{<part to the ,objections which had been raised by _the 
.. •/:~.,;)U: on December ·17, 1943, after detailed memoranda on the· 

•·'.!'''- sented by the Treasury to the State Department~ after 
between the Secretaries of State and Treasury and after 

1 
, cable from London stating the British position, the State 

. • :.-.c.::;::: 'itself issued the necessary, lic~;Jnse-. to. the World. Jewish CnnP1"eEis 
•• !. ~~~z ~'~:J~,:~: :_ '-/ -- ~ .- t,:.·:··. _-;;~~~{.'- -_ .. -;~::T+~.J!;t_- :· . , 1 .. ,':; \-;::·;'/:;.::.:;: 

• , ••• 1;,:.;: :·-'· • Following this,•the Treasur.y Department;';wi 
, .;\(I~'J~.;.'!:', 'the State Department;::and•Without clearance,_with·\tho Bri 
·-~:.nt::?,~>< 'licenses to the Americarr<.Jewish Joint Distribution·: 

· .~;;:li_IN;,:: Union of' Orthodox Rabbis: of' the United States. and' IJ<m<m<L. 
:~,:c;.,i!iii'~liY.~organization~ toi ,cahy ~n.'~~lief' and ·evacuation' O'l:,lCI'Il.li>J.<Jnio 

; '{1f:~iK;.(i~/ occupied territory from Switzerland~ .; The 'World t,;c>n~(rflSEl:.:JLJ.C:orlse 
· ,-.;·:.t~.'>V{.}'i: .was amended; sq that the., terms would be-· J.ue•nl;J.c:a.L 

<.c~::;·~;·li;\: · tci the two 'other organizations. · · ' ' 

: >~_:_1_\_:m_~_:: .. , . . . ''"":·> 
<'·- ·.-:·~·'' •• 





· /:·~:.I,~-;:~~};, ~1.~~~~ ,_~.:- .}'-~ ~-: :1t.-:~~:r~:~~~ :~r;:;· ~ :·,t: :: 
. . Ther?::has;"been.reqei'lfed 'from the Government.: 

.r, .. ·charter aoTurkish ship.tomake::a·single trip for.' 
Ht.: a number·;of'refugees to·Haifa,.from.Constanza~: ·.This· 
:~t~;: or an urgent ''attempt tc1;:ra6il'itate ,.,the evacuation '~r ,.,f'j,a''"'"' t'Yonm::·.w;;•.·: 

'· ,:_;; .1 i'·; .. i::i:~;< · Rumania, and' :long: negot:i.a ticins between: the Government ·. 
t-:;:,~,t~i:l~e:·: Steinhardt and :the War~Refugee Board Is .representative ,in' 
"/~:;,~'('~;,: War Ref:ugee •Board has authorized<.immediate charter of:'the 
:,;.'fJ:;~;,~y::~:. order to obtain the charter the United.States Government 
' : .}~:;~';·:: replacement of' the Turkish shiP: should it be, lost on thy 

/·:~·i< • ,·. ations to. obtain safe conduct from. the .appropri<J,te f!.O·Ve:rn~rneJ~t:L 

~" '~~· · car~i:: .::~~:~it ~::Eif~e~h>Tur~f:~· G~~;~e~~ that. 
t· · · lent tonnage is chartered to them by the :United: States Cl9, ;yernme:nt.ociiGh~(;y:::F r . ' vessel referred' to will make only ~one . trip bo~caUse 

shortage. . " :,',::; :i~~;:L, . 
The War Refugee Board'is trying to meet the. 

so that thevessel.will make·more·than one trip .... 
Administration· has requested Kalloch, the muolLe.rr:"n<dRn nu,~L<~la:L 
of the War Shipping Administration, to explore the 
Italians migh~ be willing to charter to the Govern~rnent. · 
'their vessels if· arrangements !"or. carrying out tho · 
can be made.;. Kalloch, who.:is working .througl1 MEDBO~. 
Request Gibsori.Graham, British representative· on ... ~~~·~•·• 

. endeavor .•. we> request thai;•.you communicate· cas' soon• as'' 
'.British Ministry of 'rfar!Trimspor.t with a view:.to . u~.~· --~·b. 
assistanc~. ~~this ma~~~r:·}t!y:t,.' '" (,:::'' i •. '<' . 

. ~~:~~: ... -~. 
--: .. ' ::~ :; · ... 

. C--~~:L ---.----· ·~·--,, 

·,· ........ :: 

. '' . ~;·: ,:~~:. . ' ~ 

'· .· .. ~"• .. ~~ii.:;:&:;n~~~rii~t::~:MI,;;,ii;i~}i.~}Jid~&~ . ..:,,.;-.•,,;,,;.u.Jr·'·'"'''"''·"'.u'•····•:;,.,::~.r.:r.:t<i·:~ •.• ed,\c•i'~'"J.·,~.%,; 



. 'of· refugees v1ho'' have"es 
. ____ . 1-Britisli Goverrunent. It is_ 

.i·b was·~avlare of the large number of 
.-"-l:r~_V,_lll£ f'r·oillt'!icYh!!'OS.la,_v ·i-:a ... -'ii1 Itaiy-~·and' that it: ·agiees' emphav,.Lv"-L.l.:Y.•. 

' -- •'' - no :vniy'_should -(;he 'escape of ref]lgees -from' 
.. __ ItalY:fl:i~';,~.i~couraged ~~-:_lllarsh8.1' Ti to has Pr-omised coop<3r~rti.on<_ainC!_. 
, measurJliJ',as·_af:!'l·~possibl~,'-to alleviate the plight of Jews 
_ t'akeri b;Y'~the'Briti.sfi':•a:uthorities. ,_-- . · .. 

. -.·.,- •:-',:;(:~:...:.,:~~J;!;iJ.·~-~~-.--:<·\, : -~:·:./Fir:;·~· .. ; .. _·. ·. -·~ ·_ ·· .- , 
:2. ·:''The''B~itish military 'authoritias in the Middle 

.aind wili:ing:to.accorrmiodate 40,000 Yugoslav refugees in 
UNRRA has ·notJJeen able a's yet· to secure the necessary m~"-U·'-'"·-'-

.- military auth6rities doubt that they can accommodate 
who have arriVed_ in. Egypt al~eady. 

_ Therefore, the Foreign Office has_requested the 
of UJI,lRRA to !3xpedite provision of a medical staff.. __ , .. · , 

-- -_ . :- ,_ :· <-~-.r ::-}· .::; -~:·.;~ -. ;:_ .. : .: >- ~ -~' :::/ ;q;/~:::.:: ___ ·:; ~--.. ,. .. , :) -_ : . ,_ --:> .. ):~:- ......... ;· :· 
1 3. ': EvE)ry, effort ·.to carry; 'ciut· lf>lans. ilieady 'completed 

. , Jeriish_r_efug.ees as possible •fr~m the Balkans is being ~=·--··-·.:•J_, 
authorities."; As·'s6on- ·as':the Rumaniaill ·Red''Cr0ss;-.. 

. Rumimia· ;,j and \;the : Internat ~onal Red • Cross . in . conjli."lptiorr 
. agency -:for- Palestine.· can 'make,-,the ·necessary. arrangement~>-,·• 
· ·caill be · ' ' :vdays notre~ ~~o: proceed to Constariza;for 

TiEih·relf'ttflEles•'· Hov1e:ver';·.itseems that in all probabili 
._,. l7BT'man Gnver·nm'"rijC, .. _VlilL not'' grant 'the- necessary' safe 

· · of the'SS TARI for· which th,•e·~~·~~~~~:":";;;':~~~r~;~*''i''tf~ 
nHP'Cl•ulR r.,eu , •.. Ho\7ever ~· \'Te yiu·· actively 

::.'::?/·.;}i!ffi:·_.,r.x(:,0~~· • ;· :.:.···· -·. . . 



. . . . z"; · i:r, . . . ~ ···, .. . . . _ . 
4,· ·The· establ:i,shmimt o~ a-' refugee 

agrceJ. to by theBril:ish Government and 
that Sicily sl!ould beeomea dest:i,nation 

., 
5 ~';/It' is a~·eed. t·~ b;..,·the' For€dgn Office. trw:t 'camp r '"'"'+~~·­

Fechlila should not b(l':operied to ,l·efugees from Italy • as _it 
available :for thosej:efugees ·.coming from Spain. ,-'-/{;-;,;,: 

' • • • --. :· '::·,,~ ,~-~-~ ~:·.~~ t;··, -·.-~·, ~~--\::·:~~:r, f . .;; .. ~,:: I_ (' ' 1< ;' ,<;::·~ . \L;. ~-.:_'·;_ .. -~.-:<-!:- .· 1t, :, '\ ?•\ '; ' ',. ·, • ~; 
: · _-_ .. -6~),'Concerning.'the !JroposaLthat. HM Govcrnment:·'should 
. -. Palestin~•immigratiori':certificatcs.: td Jewish ~·refugeie~'/in · 

the Briti:Jh'c while<,th{;Y.tc:l.o> not doub.t;thc desirabili:t;y,2~hf' JllVv..J .. <Jt;,,,~ •• ft:>llJ 

. opeirat:i.onal,'ieasons\1:neve'rthele~s ;:f~ril. that: since 'they: . 
ther are .;si:fe~':from :: enemy"·per s'Scution' . they. . 

for· rescue ·Under; the\;liffiitod: quotas. allotted··T_<~I":.'•11lilll1J_IZI'a:c,~on 
Palestine.: to those. Jeus\'v-~ho are,still' in_ danger" of 
bo,got · tcl':,~afe'(;Y:,ou~ :-q£::enemy .e:~ntrollod terri · 
. · ~ - -::·;;: __ .')!:~F~, /~·\~,; .. ~:- ~·>1.\<~{~f,;~.\;f: :· ,: . -_: ~.\.)fN.!:;/~·1\~:-:·._-.- -· .. : .;.--:·. -,,_ ... ,~,,~· .. ·s-

The. 'Foreign: Office-;, ·concludes". by~ -saying 
considerabi:e ·number~ :o_C;Yugoslav..~:·ref1lgees from: ;ttaly. 
received:inPalestine};in. ardor_· that: Palestine cmay.be·· 
for Je11s- :(Jscaping in ,i)icreasini.numbers through TurkQy fr 
danger.,. th":. al tcrnatiy~'; places· of: r,ofugo should bci used. to 'LnmE:r,ea-Gmn;.-

. extent . . -_- ,:-.--;·~· .. --.. ~·-.. ;:_.-'· 1--:.:.:,-;.~_;_~~r}--~-\. .-·-· 
. J·:.:r:)~r·~--?.-. ·--:~·,- ·. -

WINAI\T .. 
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~ ~~~. -
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· .. l 

Representatives ~r th~ Board ~o~orr~d viith 
Embassy Pith respect to this problem~ In a snm;tmuenu- Tn·~+·,,,;.'·+n 
Board Hayter forwarded a copy of a statement t'r•N'T<nYI<'<i 

··.:to Secretary Hull onSeptember 9, , disclosing. 

the British. position in this. matter,\~~~~~:lf~[if~~~~;{t~~V~d~ 
. of this·statement o:t: British.policy:;7as 
'r'epl'esentative, in Turkey, . f'or· such. '\iso as.: could 

.. ·the admittance of refugees· to Turli:ei(Cable .No~·· 
. February,·: 26;·~ sec;als'J.'•. VI. C ,. Eyacuations .. to: and .. '.i ~hlro1llllh<.Turl<:e~~·)'; 

··. . . ·,~~;,~.·· ,, :;~)·';~iJfit .. > ••.•• ' ~ ,' \ ·;, ; • 

~~; ... -: ·: .. i_··~:' .... ~; ·,-· ·li:·J:(.::::·;(.' .. ~:~:·~~~\~~~~-~{+~~-~-~_:;_ 
~\ ; ::; I ' ::;':·::?;;.;:::~': •'; : ,', : : 

< :·~- . :.:/(: }: 



thiS • UIU.Ul.Ul~ 

~~~s~~1tfb~~)J:~;~;::t.)~ Proposal 
. ad~l~;~~~~~ ·~d opportune' 'if. the 
10~000 -. out of' ·.the now ·a:itailable 

·;;·cerctificates1 ;,;with. the .Brij;ish Consuls in' Turkey 
British· Government coUJ.q inform. the- Turkish and Span;ish r;""""~"'""'"'i:" 

Of t)1iS · action>:. WhiCh: might. Vary jJel;L. reSUlt in SaVing the .liVeS : mA·mr;.·;·,, 

.hTews -'17)1o.,migbt~'escape from Nazi-controlled Europe into Turkey · 
· :{At Pr-ese'nt,it 'is .not only:the N'azis who _make it difficult for 
'· to leave., .',There are . also·. definite restrictions of admi 

and Syain.O:. The ~ss~~ce. that such escaping Jef!S .J!ill .· .· .... 
. cates to· Palestine will assure Turkey and Spain that·. these 
'their CO)llltry::?nly in transit and they.,uill thus ease-.;the r""~'"-'-" 
· admittance: which no\7 prevail.' · · · ...... ' . . ·, .· ... -:. .. · .. _: .. · - "'· . ' .. · -· 

l'le feel· that if' this is done lJithout delay 
to help save many thousands of lives" ·I am under 

, . this proposal does not require any· change of the .. 
. His Majes.ty 1s Government in regard to Palestine, artdc'Idq·. 
: speedy·actiori'in this direction·can be· tci.k€m. · ,_ .•. - · 
......... . . _--._.,.., . ):· .. ·;:~~ .. j·d~,~~-, , . . -; ;~-:~<·>~~,:·:·_ -':·- .-.,- ·-::·:r 

. =~ ;) . -~-- /:_.:-:;· ..... J . 

. :, ; ·-/.{- .".: ;< .. ---.,.·-·. _.) :- ':-/ .. _;:~·::: ~-- . 

. ·> ;::··?\.;~1~:\-T'?t: ·.:·: .. ,)~((,:.· ·· . 

. ·. :c ·' ·.·: :~··::·:y :':,: ·•· '.>.,·:·-· .. ·;·.··~~-;:·:.::-·.:·.;i·.··::··.,:.·.' .. ·.· .... :.,,··:·;·:.'_ .. :._·· .• •' .... ~;_:·.··_.· ... ·.:··:_···.:·:······.··,:,.:~::·;_:,: .•. : .•.. ·-···.·····. •/i/.:;.{Vlj;.\:: >. ·.· . . ... · 
. ~- :- -~::!,:-~'-·v: .· .... ··.· .. · .. ~ .. ·-:/ .·. 

··~ -~-~:. :( :.,:· ' ·.· . ·: i, 

,·:- .,:, ··' :. :.: ....... :· .. ,, . 
~ . ' :·. ,' . . . : ::- ~-·, ' ::_1_:\' ; ·: 





The numbers to be admitted under these 
. entail any increase·· in .the total number 
- tthe period ending: ;the, .3lst-:!,t8rch; :1944: 

. ::: \. .~ ... , :\\:\~~?;~~:' ~~~!~:; .i ·~>·ii; :·:{:~:_, /-~::y -~-~::;~::/~_;:\::->·:·-~:,:·~~) c::;. i:_ :-.· 
_- ,._,. _. I-:have :been: as)ced ·'to- emphasize._:the' .nr.nf';,.l,"n-H 

., 'retter'~','-as .- secre.cy :'is'·'-essential.' iri'· the. intere. 
·. ··selvem!and-'Hia.·.-Majesty.' i Government 'intend· to 
''·merit ot::th~:~.p01icy desc:J;ibed. above •';: ·They are 
· Jawish:Agency:f'or·• Pa:lestiilei ·in· ccii:J.:ridence or'. 

----------~~J~~.~~~~~~:c_-_·~·:~~;~~~+/~ir~i~;~~-~~~"-t~~f~,i_~--t,!:': __ ~~i,i~\:!~i~;i:':"'~:'--l~y-~~-~0I,~~Ela!npbe1~~~~~:f.0~~t2~~~~Df 



. ::::\,~~:;. :~.. .. :· -r~~!-, : .', :· ... 
,•, ~< •:'•,,,;: • I:. 

·1, .. . :; _:_,,\• 

; ~'/-' ·STATEME ~: • ATROCITIES'""",.,..., .. 

·-r:IAf::;l< .,.~~rJ\~1~~-J>l~0· 
_ . For.· an.· account of'. developments· . . . 
States of'·'-the.'Preside1l-trs. statement :on atrocities' against :the· 
:v A - .1/PreSldentiaL Statement;. and attachmenti:i'#l through· 4 +.h ....... +.;,._;, 
·R·•,1"f'ii""';,.·,, .its own attit.ude toward Nazi war crimes and · · 

·.· British· Gov~rnment directed that :the British Broadcasting Company 
. the Preside~t!s •stateme)lt fully in ail languages.~ .. - : . ' ; ·._. ::. · .. :· ... 

• ·.· . r._-f':~·., -~·-'<'{:,'.·· ' :_-::::":·;·: .• : ·. •, -_'~ 

The- Board was subseque'ntly advised that on MaTch 30 A:i:Jthcmv 
Secretary::of' State for ·Foreign Af'f'airs~ in response -to· 

:~.·-:,,·• ''-"'.'"'· in the ·:House: of. Cominons . as to whether or not the J:Jr.I.oJcsn GcN(Jrnment .h~~d'\V/{::i•,•·. 
any' statement,to make with reference to the' peril_+~-.~~-"+,,~~ 
the Balkans:,· ·called attention to• 'the wholehearted 
Majesty's Government to the President's statmiu~nt. ··Eden 
statement on behalf of' the British Government. In this 

, . -;,,.,c:;_ .. ·.noted that .. the Nazi program of' exterminating the Jews: 
~;St>A~~;,;if.: . and repeat:d _Britain~ s de~ermina~ion · to bring those .~gull 
::• .. ·--·· i:'~··,.i':>The satell:t,te· governments were warned by-Eden that . ,· 

' ance in these· ·persecutions will. not· be forgotten _when. r.""'m-~mi 
~nor will' the,' people-- and officials of the. satellites._ . 'tole:ratlCE~i:;~-
:-.·and mercy be 'overlooked;;·,' (Cable,rNo,. 2647 u. m: __ ..,u,"u''" 

:~0.:•~: ,,. :·see attac~~~.~,'~l: ~;?.;::\.:}·;?i'J:(>:·(· .~\:;;·· ·• . , · 
t:<;\_t;, ... ·(;, · The ;British ·st!i,tenient. was. likewise given 

~:\~~.~;:{)~i}\~J~{!.:a~ts to_ e~j0.:an~. oc~7;_r -:~~!rf-:o_;.~~es_ and to 

1 ~\- ···~'%'''··r:' :- .. •_·_. .. . · · · · _. M~:· ·~~?· ~~·· .1;. .·J· 

·. '•; ,·' 
... l<," 



. .the 
march·. of".~events; :i.n :the. D<J!-L-""'""·''·'~"-· 

re.I.eJ~entce.· . toithe· urgerlt':and _·-Lm.·m,_·, "-'-"'"" pe.r~.L;•.vvn:~.un:;·., 
Victims•,. q:t,:;.Nazi pers ""-'· U.L•-Lu•u,.;J.n''_;,"~>!1 CIBSlc· C• 

.... ·. ' .. ·>::.·c·;, .. ,,_,,,,,;, _., 5::.--~-~:.;~~;~.!.~~iA.~:::·~ . , · ·,, 
.. · · My:'Honorable 'li'ri<>nri:'wi 

·of the statement .made : Harch·: by President; 
. of his question and of':'the· fact th~Ft. His Majesty's' fkrveJrmnArrt/at 
wholeheartedly associated,,themselves',with the United . . . G_·o ... ve:I'lllmeJ!lt·.; 
in thisimatt~r •. ~Furthe;t':iaction is now tmder discussion between .. 

· United States Government' and his Majesty• s· GoverJ,llllent arid I.-wish :nri<Fr.n ·· 

take this·opportunity'of".making on behalf. of His'Maj 
following' declaration:i;,{,·Evidence coptin'ues to reach . 
ment and Allied Governments ti:iat the. Naz:L ·poliCy. :, ... +.,·rni.'i n~ 
been -halted~ ,;·The persecution of .the· Jews has in be•en:•,~:KI:IJO:pJLeCI 
horror and ·intensity~ .On this.<His Maj 3sty1 s 
•their Allies, now_·that the hour of ·Germany's. 
more certain, can only repeat their da~estation of.GElrnlrulV'' 
their dete:;:-mination that. all those guilty of them 
Justice. But apart from direct guilt ther& is·.s_·o ... Jc.J.·,-":-'••u·'·""c:t• .. )'lbli'+.;;-.;-.;.-., 

· pation in· crime. Satellite:: governments who;:expel',.,iti7.P.n~· 
tions named by Be!' lin· must knmT that such' actions.· 

.. assisting· in· inhuman.· persecution ·of··slaughter • .'' 
<"gotten wheri· the· inevitable defea:t'::of'. the · A·. ·n. Am'l1'·'<1t~· . 

. ~:, 10 :.,. ~}~j ·;:,r,.{~<::~;;l·. • ~'y::~.'·;,l·J· •·• . .. 



··._, ... ·.. ~man 

· · ·. ~;.{/<'~:iii view supplementary. 
~· ·-:::~~~~ff~{~-i-~L -: ·;·~:··:}?-{;···-·:·:·_--, ___ ,: -: ·. . . . .. . 

'·:\:{'l:i'\'.~~t(· . ··Miss·- Rathbone: . ill the . Honorable · 
c< :··"' ·'"'"•:.very ·important . statement he has. made'. is ·given 

·; ::·:: .:·enemy and .. enemy_ occupied countries: and among .. their sauo.~"'·""·"'"u 
.. , ;: least among the Slo:ofaks whose· attitudo has ·.bee·n extremely: imsati.sf:ac_to.ry';?t 

' :-::!,~;';:::.· so that· the. message niay be rea]: by ':the people .'arid not (:mly 
-/}/~/ ments, possibly by leaflet .. as :w~U as _by radio,·:;: . 

·~.r_,J~~ ~;< . Mister Eden; Y-~~ 
1

. sir~ :r .'\:.~'?;.:. 
1_.•. . : ·_, '· "2/r.' 

t .. -'· ~ ~ .. 

\ ' -' ~J: 
WINANT_, ; 
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COOPERATION WITH arHER GOVERl~MENTS: UNITED NATIO!IS' •; 

~- --'"'.: .. 
\ .. 
l'l --\ ~: ·;·\ ·.-
~ \ {~~/ .. 

:,-
RUSSIA : . :.:;~:~·r· . 

~~t'''J~,,, Earzy in ~'~;i~.:ueet "' diepotbh~ ·~·~· 
rj_·-:_1_!./_.,;.:_1.1!_' ~~;;~:~~i~~~~~~~~~;:i~:=£1~~:· 

. _ a memorandum on this matter .had been.handed to Vyshinski. 
'Jt ···. · made in this memorandum to the· Pa.rallel.action which botJ:i<the 
,·::"···· States and the Soviet:'_Union have taken and can take if\'trying: uu·..:,c.w!J.n'"'"' 

on Germany'and the sateilite countries the fact that they will :be. 
accountable for inhuman actions' against the Jev1s and other minority· .. 
groups •. Russia was ·requested to cooperate in the campaign•to bring' . 
press_ure to bear on the governments-of the 'satellite countri,es~ partie- . 
ular1y' Rumania, Bulgaria, and Hungary, since there are many refugees 
those areas in imminent danger of death who might be eva.m.11l.ted to ..-·, ,.,.'""~~' 

. ".-. ~ ; 

and other places if those governments permit it. (See Ca'J:>.i€) Nci~-' 
Mosco;, dated l'Jl.arch 24.) "· J,;<"i!'C · 

... . _. ·.' · '.·> ;··,·:k~-'>"-:x:~:c:·.,,,., 

The Soviet reply stated, iri substance, that 'the pcilicy of · 
ment has been, and still is, ·to aid in every way possible tll€l v,..,T,,rr,, 
persecution by Hitlerite Germany (Cable No. 1.326 from Moscow-datect 
April 17). 

Another report from MoscoVT stated that, 'with.~espect:·u, .,.;.;,p,,c,;;;;;;;, 
Russia was essentially concerned with taking care of her own c:t.v:t,z<m:>·:.:.c·:< 
whom the German invasion had displaced.· According'. . · · · · 
immigrants likely 'to receive a welcome in Russia, at least: · 
>tar, were persons with a communistic background. (See 
dated Ma?-'ch 9 comprising attachment #3.) ; .... ::.-(, : ' ,>; . <: ..... ' 

L~t~r ~n Mar~h Russia 1 ~ ·cooperation v;a~ eoliciie:a iri tne':att~~pt' to 
obtain safe-conduct_ for certain Bulgari~n boa,ts v1hii::li thel Iilteruati~ni;.l . 
Red Cross had r<?ported were inimediately available ·for traris.Port:i.ng.·Je~lish 
refugees from Yangalia to Istanbul·. (Cable No~· 648 to Moscow dated March: 

• j • • . : ., . : :,., _; __ ·._ , •. -·_ :'·----,, '· 



see attachment #4)~ :· Harriman in turn .advised the Boa,d' 
Foreign, Office was· prepared to aid in the safe passage the- boa 

·question.as soon as information could be supplied regarding -r,Jcc>gxl~ 
marking of the ships; their courses, and the dates of expected-~~···-~ 
and arrival. \i- · · · 

In another collllllimication r'rom Harriman the Board ·w~s · «uv.~.,,.,u 
a memorandum was left with. Soviet ·officials requesting 
the Turkish ship 11Xari~ ·to evacuate. refugees from bonstailza. 

:'dated· March 20;. s'ee' attachment #')). <Russian safe-conduct- was ''"u"""'~''u" 
. granted~:·_~ (See Cable:•.No.-·:.644 from-Ankara dated April:\ 11.) 
'' -,,._;.,. ·::.?\:·~-~;}~\~~:. ---~- :-~--!:'; -.,:.: __ _ :<{b::j~~(;~:: ;.)>';·~~:~.::-:.: ~{~\~~'~:~ :-.;_:;-- :_-:. . . ',- :·::. :~-.:.,· ... _·:_\:_.:- .. :. 

·: · '.·:c.'.J' Copie·s .. or: the ·President Is statement 'on atrocities 
'(see V A ;..:. l) were: nia:de available to,the appr~)riate_ s·o:viet. _ 
. (Cable, No. 699 j;o Mo:'lcow· dated March:24). The Board . .was la 
. by Harriman that .ho: spoke with Vyshinski. 'about•the President I 

solicited Soviet. cooperation viith the Board Is' 
Vyshinski''asserted that the views of the ·Soviet Goverrimimt. . . 
were. well· known. He--indicated that sympathetic consideration _ . 

. given to-Harriman 1s':previous request for cooperation from his goverllJ!lent: 
-(In this connection ·see Cable No. 1083 from Moscow dated fllarch. 28,;),:.::;< ,,_ .. 

• . . . \ .· . ~:-'. -'.' i-/-.. ~--~! ;~~:·:~~ 

Harriman was subsequently asked to approach appropr;iate auth~rities :. 
· of. the Soviet Uniol;l in an effort to ascertain whether~ in view of. the 
positivecaction r~cently. taken by both the United States and British · 
Governments in reiterating their attitude toward Nazi war crimes and · 
atroc:ities, ·.the Soviet. Goverriment would take simi·lar action•· 

u_;·;c:·.,,.,,. __ , _ _ .-_ indicated its belief that such a statement on the part of 
, .. _, __ ,-, ..• _ ••. , ....•.• · would_ have a profound effect upon th~· leaders and peciplei" 

Hungary. (See Cable No•. 937to Moscow dated Aprill7,) · 

Harriman therefore addressed a letter to Vyshinski, 
the text of the stirring appeal addressed by the Senate Foreign 
Committee to the Hungarian people and. renewing the Board's 

_ the Soviet Government issue a statement comparable, to the 
.~_declaration~ This letter also requested that ·soviet. radio soaolons••oroau· 
' ·cast appropriate messages_ to Gem.any and the sat-ellite countrie 

leaflets be issued. -_to supplement any such broadcasts-. (Cable No· •• ,_,""',,.._,-~,,m 
Moscow dated June 14). :; . ' ·· . 

··-;~ ;: 



been conc~rning the persec;.ltio:n of Jews 
as to whether thors ·was any concrete action .. that. 
could take in this respect •. 

;~ .. ' I ~ .J' 

Vyshinski replisd that the same reports had come 
the Soviet Govorn;nent. ·It was stated that active study was· 
to the entire matter-, .including the proposals set forth 
from the Embassy (Cables .. No. 2179 arid 2180 from Moscow· 

::,/,IV'l/',:':'M~~~~)~~,, ;~;~g , .. ·. 
,. ·see, _aisdtirr:-A:/"AppiJ~tDient :or~·s pecial ReprElse,nt,at!Lve•s 

.. -~-~>i.-~·~; .'.. ··.- , ... :,~~~t:~)~:: . \;.~\-.fi~<~)·::, ' ·_. 
·:.:->.: \ ,: ;; .. 

~:--.~~--.:~~.:>' . 'i/' : 
..... ;~ -~ : . ·-. :.!):_;:_:_;~·.t.·!_-
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March 11,.1944 

!M~l[~~:":Not n•ra~ooOd. . .. ,,,< . • . . . .... • 
~ :j', ;' L~;:\•:\l. · Our circular airgram of January 26 described 
\,~;,, :_l'i~,;·;i,~·;· War Refugee· Board, composed of. the Secretaries of State ··'1''-'"''""",.,r::~,,n. 
:.t·,..:~.:r<'{\·~ ... War •. This Board, has• been··established by the President to 
!:4!~."it:1\!1:w. f'or the ~ediate resc\le:.'ancl re~ie£' .. 9£':. ~he Je~lish p~opl~ 
~!~;;:· .. ,I",;·;,\:;·;·. other. victJllls of: enelll$,Pers.e~utJ.<;>n~;.)·; ...... · . , ··'' ·', ·'.'• 
~·~~-~::f,"'~~~~;;}!'~~t'.'' ~ 1 ,J', ;•\ :'•\ ", 1 '•',,1~:/,'\\, ;, ':'~,l<~f,;:~~' 1 ' ,•~: ,._' '\' '•, 

i) ':·'~~··>,~; '1;'. The Board' is actively engaged :iii ~·carrying out the' 
:. ~~·; ~(;)-,:.'',Government as"aru1ounced· ~J' the President, and is: seeking the 
::·.:, ,:;·,·~:';':~·', '_tion o:::' all m3l!lberd of .the United Nations in this tremendous '_"Cas.K•l~.•""' 

11:·,;~·: ...•. '.-;l> .•. 1.~.:.:.1.\.1.l't;~~ir~tr.f1f~~~I47 2~ill~S~~. · 
·• ,:~ Government in.some of.the projects· m1 -i-1hich thi::i Government 

the chanCeS Of' SaVing' ffia:ty peorle :f:•or,: ifldh V!OUld be greatly .,nP.T''P.".>lAn • 

· •. 1. 

·In vj e71 of~ the . outstanding recvi·d oi' t.h'J lhviet Government .. in 
whol!;J &..tter ue are not sugges·~js,g th·.Lt pressure be put' on 

·more thal1 they are now doing. We i'eHl, however; that if the s 
Governmant can be convinced of. the fact that we ar.e sincerely -ctE~'CI~l'Jn;ll1etl"::&':·;;; 
to do 11hat we ··can to prevent the murder, of the Jews· and other. pe:Psi~.C1ltEJ.d,::\::;;;;:;:;, 
peoples by Hitler, they may be prepared to cooperate· in. some 
grams v1hich we have under consideration. 

There '!j~O .many ways in whic"!:i th9 ·Soviet GoYernment might 
assistai:!e ·ui CG:J.'J::..~tion · f:i·Ct! t~·,e~->8;.·i:JY 9g-...... a:ns; ,-Tho :,..,r,,..~,""""''·"'-H 
the liar ~ldugee Eo!ll'd in Twkly, Ira ,Hirschmann,. at 

·Ambassador· Steinhardt, has already· discussed t\7o ·speCific 
'Soviet Ambassador· Vinogradov in Turlcey .,.·.Vinogradov was.•-.~~.:..~.<'<~ 
intention to exert .pressure on'Bulgar:ia.and other· sate.llite•: tr.:ie:3;:;f:N,~:,,C;i/ti 

·and was ;,:equestecl to take parallel.': action. Vinog-radov was · 
of .our. effo:..•j;s to get .thp ·Tl!rkish Gpvri.rnment to give i per;mii'!S 
use of a ship f'or evacuat~g refugees . and uas asked. to. · 
quest. Although Vinogradov :agreed- to, speak to .. _ the Bulgarian 
informally, he· pointed-out that on both of these .matters· h(l .. 

:act f'ormally except, thrOugh .Moscow,' )·Vinogradov suggested th!l.t 
· should request the assistance of'. his Government on. these· tno; ·u· •rou.t.um'" 
and he agreed ~o.'do .. likoViise~: ., · · ,,. 

(cont.). 



·c~ncen 
.satellites·. 

'Vie\7 in, 'a most s ; .· assistance in any" 
· 's pl;'ogram to'. eXtermiria · ,· ·Jews,: and other' similar-"a"'n''""·'•:-:•·.· 

l:tl!c'cli'CtHH' ·an SUCh ·action.. as Criininal(participatiOU in. . ·g':Ct!l.Ll~<tltl 
·Board' also' believes . it necessary: to make clear :to 'the sace I ,, "'"' 
possible· means; its 'intenti0\1 'to do everything': in its. power '.to 

· ·auch..unf'ortunates'.:rrho .are·, :ill.'danger of death; . in order. not 'only 
the satellites; a. clear View of the attitude of this<cO\m,try in::th~ 

· matter; :but also. of the' opporttinities which exist for assisting :ill the. 
·. execut;ion' of. <nrr,policy: .. The Board f\Jels very strongly.that.a.c·ampaign 
of this lciild intis t be. made through all possible channels and be 
stantly'repea.ted.a.t every a.va1lable opportunity., The Board;be . 

-:. tha't. parallel!' action ott'. the. part o£ .other Allied Governmenti,;\,ould:"· ·~· .................. . 
; a· great deal t~ 'assure '·the:• success of this· endea.;,or •. · At:th~··..,· nm,,,.,,, ·" 
-is important· that pressure lie ·brought to bear particulady ' 
Bulga:da1 and Hungar;y-1 because in those areas there ru:e ma,;lj 
;l.n 1llUllJ.nent danger· or de&tll rih.o can, be evacuated ,to. Turkey and: 
places if those Governments permit it. -'.- · 

'In lllldition ta ·Bli~Jf~Y W'flliH!tmll 'l'.ll MM* ""WoU}tli vru~.'!.t•lli!.;<'!fiA!'ll'."-~£1:.'•'"-'v·••cJ.-'<•"'·' 
on the ,governments of'> the sate1l:l. ta · co\.Ultries·,: the .Boar.J. 
the~e s,hould'be .employed in this.ca.mpaign all available ... 
effecting the VTidest: ciissemination of' our attHude·no.t.,imly: 
govern.Iilents themselves _bu-Q· to. the· -largest ntimber possible · 
people· 'of satellite •Countries •.. -':. In /chis connection: the ; Office· . . .. 
Informatiori is cooperating,with.the•War Re:f,'ugooBoard:in bringing . 
:to the people in .Germany.and: the satellito countries 'thE) fact; tha~ 
consider, this ·matter•to be. of paramoimt importance and intend. vigorously 

f!/\; to pursue ·all possibi,e'mC)ans,.ofaccomplishingour,objective, · ·,' ·:;:· ... ,, · 

j)}(li Thi~ ~~~ic_ ... ·. -.··_ha··:·.···· .. ··:.·_· .. ~.;·;· .•. :.··:; ...... b .• ··.'_ .• ··.·_e_ .. _-:e•' .. ·~-. ·:··r· .• ·~;~~i~~ ~~: A~b~s~~dor, ~to~n~dt···.a. _t_:,·A_.,_nl ___ ·,c_ .. -~-,-:··~·.: ,' ' 

~),~f ' ~1 4':_~' • '__ au"-·-~LL~· -:~-:":~··~.:__ ... ~...:.......:...·'-_~· .:... ... ~:.-.~ __ _:__,____: __ __.___,~+-;'-JFc--'----'-:-~c-t~ 



·.,_··.:·1"-:. 
_·. ;1. •.· ... , . .,J -~· .• '· •. ';:::}~··: 

.. · .. ~:;;Ji;':::<::· . '·:1~':'i?::': ,'' ' . ;, ;~: .. \:f''' . 
· War:Refugee· Board:.·sends the following for ,theo Ambas 
:_·_._,,.·(;~,:~\~.t-r:.-~:~:~_/::~_::·~-~l:_;;(:i~~~:-n·/f::~·~::·~.-:;~ .;:.:~.-> .. -,.-_- .-- :.'_~--·- I·· 

>.The. ,t'olloWirig ;'niessage .. iJrunediclteJ.Y. follows ""'n"-rT.Tn"'''T· 

····:.~m~ttrJt·~~-~;:~;i;~~~jn;}~~~;?:\:rs:.;:::·::t···• .. ·i.·· ... ·: ... _ •• ·, .......... . 

Irr addition,_to.O:.the·· proposed' plan designed' 
tude a~::well. a;:(tlle:actions .·of . our :·enemies,, the Board · 
there': is·, an: opportunity :r or 'actually moving:: many. of 

. of'. enerni·: contr~lied areas •. < 'rhe Board believes~ .. that 
close· to·;:Turkey·<:an.d.:the Black: sea there exists one of·T.nR .. mo"" 

iPJrorni~drtg,,.· olp··Porttinjties:: f"or actually'accomplishing.·the 
·.Itt-is. .knoivn,that .there are considerable numbers of·.,· . .,t··no·"'"•>~··•••'·<::·; 

Rumania, .Bulgaria: and Transnistria. It seems possible that' ro_TamE~e-;· .. ) 
ca·n· be -made ·wi tl:i' the Turkish Government to receive refugees·· 

these localities •. · .Fur.:t;hermore it appears possible that the Rull)ari:i.an 
. :.'Government ,will grant to a substantial number of these · 

· s;i,.'on to leave,:Rwnaniq.. ,· The need for immediate means. of trartsnortatJ 
imperative~.' . · , :c_:::-

. • Th~ -~~aid is trying.to arran~e for a ~mall Tur:k{·ih 
ceed to Constanza in order to evacuate about l,ooo' childien.: .. U"IJ!It IJlJU-

:.stanza to Turkey ... The Board r s representative in' 'fur key has rE•po•r,t.ea, •• ;,; 
that if· we· would offer a· guaranty to the Turkish. Government. 
ship would be replaced if it were lost there might be '.ir 1' .. ·u.•oa'-l.u•.u .. .L 

._,, chartering the S. S. Vatan, a small Turkish ship, .. OurGo,verni!tent;pl~pinpi~:J.~',;;,,;g( .. ~~ 
~J.:·,',:;:.J,:.~.t~~~.:,,offeredsuch a g?ranty •. It. is. hoped_ the Russian.' G<JVE3rl11ll<3n1~\ina;ri,J)e'·•':o:r .. :,::,::•:; 
t.'i,'·\~~iM:!i'.ii~ some assistance :m our ~egotJ.atJ.ons, Vll.th the 
}.i~:lu\·l~i~Ji:'/.:~he possibility .of using Swedish-.ships for thi~ 
:-~;;?Pii;(~;:: ·:.of negotiations· between this· Goverrunent·. and: the .·r,,•,..,,,rnmP.n,t;·•o.f 
'· i!W.-i~, ''t :During the idiscus sions yrith the Soviet. Government you .are· ~eq ue~teid . 
:: .. :\'.'-' '"<.keep i:q-mind.:'that .this:· pr<;>blem of .. ,transportat~on:. seems, tg be~'th~. · 

~~'· ~Ji)': ev::.~:::~;,::,~· o:0:he~::~d ie the f~ri~ci~ ])~J2;~i~'; 
lf'.~,.:·•rt;JP:~···:temporary. h~ven~ . o.f,_ refuge to wh~ch persons no:r .m ei,Jenw dot)llnatE)d. ,;_'>: 
\~:/.1,}; •. :/.i,l},·; •,: European· countr~es may be ·moved, The· cooperatJ.on of.· the Governments:: : ; 
1/E\::.~!!;;:,;l:::::?f Spain :and Turkey dePr,nds' upon our ·abili~y to move refug(3e~· coni0g·_ ;. 
~1)\,)'ii.'Vt;it--:Lilto ,tho~e .: .. ?o,untr:lE)s to other places as qu~ckly as po;>.~tbJ:e.; ;;~ '; · · .;. 

i\i:·ii-:{~Hf ~ :.(·;': · .. ' (Cont.) 

\ . ( 



.. Prepill-ation~ have been to move. refugees nou,•in 
uhich has been established in North Africa in order· 
entry of, additional'·refugees .into Spain~. ·. . . · .: 

.. ,,,_,,,.,.,,._, ,: . ·,_ (~-' : ·, ·\"1·~. ('··:.::)· .. :~ 1 ·,:'!/\ <·- 'i .. , ' I' • _ _ ., ;··"·· • :. 

. . Refugees ere.entering Palestine by the 'ilaY. of Turkey 
.·'i_ Government. of Turkey'has·,been.rcquestod to relax its border . 
. ·.controls ·-and in. ethel". ilays increase·' the• :flow of refugees 

s··.through•Turkey.:· The Board is offering'.to 
. establishment Of reception Crunps •tO accommOdate·'·'' •ot'l1.CJ'O>~ ... 
Turkey·und •the Boar.d .. iloUld •arrange for. their .transport\]. 

_,?~s~t~~\~ft:~~~~,~t~~in;~:~i?;~jJ;~f;;{~~1~~~:hH;>·: :;· .... •· · · · .· · 
_·, .. '·,!t.;seems-,ta•th6:.Board.that: . .it. nould be ·ne . . . 

temporary plac~s·::qr :refuga·:in ·a.··number ·of places. 
of ai'substantiai nUmbei".''af;':•refUgees Cf!n' be \:if;fected .. 

~rs~fr9JU negotiations' \1ith.:.the Sv:iss Government~ that.· 
nor~;acce'pt refugee/children if•: a guarl'.ntee ·can:be 'gi · +'hn+·•·.+lh.,;,;. 

. . be~ rem~ved·· lifter-, ~hE;) 'mor. ;';W'~ "are making every 
Switzerland· .with: a·ssilrances which·:·'l'!ill meet her re:Qttix•enterttf;~,:;;; 

_ -_: _ __ . . :.J,~· --::~.. ·-· <-c::qt·r~:~.. ~: _;· :'}~?:(~/i_ · . -..... ' :, --· -;~.~;·-".;; 
It would·· greatly.•increa:ae•';the possibility -of. 

numb,ers of .refugees if the: Soviet' Government were 
. take refugees, Jews and n6n.::.Jews, who· manage to .reach 

s from~ enemy controlled terri tor ie s and who could- pe ' 
. a terii'porary' refuge: in the. Soviet· Union after being cransu•or 

across the Black Sea from the Balkan countries. If.;the 
'Goverllllient woUld give assUrances that she would take ·.,..<•+''"'''"' 
those countries .after the end- of::the war, Switzerland :fo·tl:i(§'f;>'{::)}iiH!)~i::/<;:'::,,E, 
countries might possibly. give mo~e favorable.considerati~n 
taking_·-r.Erfugees- .now. You should make· every attempt in your 
tiations with the Soviets to obtain their complete coopera 
seems that they would be willing to accept such 

.. . . ·temporary. basis. 

J}';::-f; . . ·' Fr~~ the foregoing, .particularly taking . :: 
:. ':~·l;i~::·~'.time and physical factor to be contended with:, you· can 
·!;':·11~:.;'( a number of the obstacles which' we are encoun'tering: 'could 
:.~·'(.;:\:'solved with the Soviet -Governmentts ·aid. If you will . 

_;:··,i:r;'{(and prompt, attention _to,this matts:r'i,-it. will be 'greai:;ly .. 
>;-_·q~\~.t'~-;·_:. . .... ·!_:.· :- -. -'<.:!. ,f;.l;\ \'c_.·· ·~;(>.:: ·:.\><_/.. . ; ......... ,• .. . 

.-'/;;e::?: ': . ·•· The foregoing mefisage' ha~ bee~ repeated 

r~t:t knbassa~OJ::' Ste'inha.·. r.~t,·_,-{_-~·, ··: ... ,.-. •.·.-... · ,, .·. l . ' ' • 

i': :HULL' 
·;· 

· .. !·: -~. •:. 
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· \-i :.·: Ma:rch· _91 1944 

I 
:-..::: ._ .. , 

'r 
•
..... '' . l ·, . ,· .. ~:<<{.~: .. ! ... ':~·.·,',•.:,'.·,·?.,\~~ H-!.:,; • .-:~·;t'!' ;~ l_ :: -. ·;·;--;,' • --~ . 

···· ··:.. . '-' ... ,n<{f<:< .. ~~Y;.<.· .. 
The·'follovlihg mes'sag~ ·refers to. circulin·. air 

, ~ ; 
19,L,4':.~.~~~;~7,~:,{~'~f~~~~{~~-7.~ar~:\-;~;t;.:!.;\,.~. ' . ·., .Lr·tc''·<·.':\'.Oc"~t.·.'>l·S!.I 

; .. ·. . There:;13.r& no private·(or public:agancies in 
•in bringii:ig,;!fwar·, refuge~is ·into the -':c'ountry: so far .::a·~s~~ ..•. :~~::r•·:.;;::;::::; 

.. out• The en'ormous refugee'iproblem .~f.'·taking\care, of.' 
Soviet citizens whom the:.;G6;r-nian· inva.sion displaced~'is 
Russia is essentially. ·concerned·~ · . :: . · · ·:.:.· .:: 

. ' ' .. _:..:. ' - (' ·:,l .. ·_,: "· 
:\·!·\-l: ' .. --'!,-~~ .. :..:-~ : . ,_ . :· -:;;:_! ' .. _;-i ·_ 

The. relief of' the.: Jews and 'the Poles whom the Gove:~Illl~erlt 
5. S.: R. sent to Siberia and. Centr~l Asia fro~ the 

Poland which the Russian; forces occupied in· 1940, is· another· 
problems. The breaking of diplomatic relations bet11een Poland.: 
has complicated this problem •. The Australian Legat;i,ori,'which'repre 
Polish interest:;; iri the. U. S. S. R'; has been abie· to.'secilr'e exit· .. 
for only a very' few although many of the iliehtiol}ed' 
like ~o get out of Russia. 

Step~:~o 1repatriat~ Russian war'refugees from· 
by the Government of t~e U. s. s. R. you may .r· ememoe:t>.· 

The only immigrants V7ho are' likely to receivE(~ ,.,.,,.H,Oilt<v 

the period of the war at least, ~:ould be persons v1i 
background and entrance into the country in .all probabili 
desired by ':'ery feu· otherf!.•, · · ,·, • ., · ··· '' 

.~;-_.. . ; ,' <!·=---~ ·- .. ·' ,~-; .; ·;-,·:\ . . ~· ;' 
I do' not. believe tit' l':ould be 'advisable 

to ap.;mich the Government.of the u.·s .. S. R. on 
' in developing specific plim. ~f action I/8 

~; .. '·' 

· · · ~ L:' .J~{:~k~fih; i£i:::,::::·.:::·>?i;' ~\::iMtfi&·.\~~):;;ilt,;;~~:~;i!\'S:(;•1iiii:\\~,.\\~;:~\'i!};~\\'c::J;\fs•:)A:d3~E;l::~di:: ~~,~\f:·~W\\' 
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648 TO l110SCOW FROM THE 

March 21, 1944 

.. ,:_;_, 

i .• ."·tXt}~~- Informed by Inter~ational Red· Cross· that 
:~ ·_ .. -:;;\~~-i~HI;:L"Bellacitta 11 11Miika ·u .: 11!Jia.,.itza· tr·., 1'mmed1· ate:ly-. 
"!.-~~-~l},'~-.~·~-1'_[;'\• : ' ' 1·~ .. --...., , ____ . . 

:: tU[\~~;s\ portation Jewish refugee~ f:r:cirn l1lar.galia to Istanbul 
~::- ·.··d;:~~R~'t~>has request~d safe~ con~~cts,.~: .. Stop:··-.. Please tr;r to--_obtain 

·::,;,;;{/:.':~;:,·safe conducts and inform. Red Cross 'Gemeva andArnbassadOJ;" i:>t;e.l.rumz~a 
~:l;i{i·;t..::·. as Yiell as Vlar Refugee 'Board·::? ··.; •. ·'· · ..• '·.j 

::: --~·;>~'?:~;~. ' · .. ·, _ _._-. 

' .. . .f ·~ • - . 

~x·· . 

.. ··· 

___ ; 

.• 

:,') •.!-.':···· ·::,. 
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CABLE NO. 935 FROM i-IOSCOW TO THE BOARD 

March 20, 1944 ,. 

·):-

<.'\i;'-;. '!'• . 

. · ~.'.'~:t%j~L: T~~ _following~ iS,~)~ personal ~es_ sage for th~ ,..~ba~sad~r;:'<'.-:r:/ ; . 
~: .. .';·.,H.M::.:' ·. Ia~t-·night. ± sp~~~-.t~ M~lot~v.and left. ~lith -~-'a merrior~~d~· 
:: /{'M~'{);~·· questing prompt· actiori on. the·matter of sa:(e- conduct for the Turkish. 
' -'~' .• jS 1

•
1\i:'· :ship _TARLa's described' in· your cable of March 16 .to evacua:t;e._ · ugee. s•.•.· .• : •. c 

,:· ·:'tf::·~;: ·.o from Constanza. Also .. Tmentioned 'to, him our•·Governnient 's deiep·J.n·t·"'""'''~'-~' 
<~\·:.·:._:_;,~_i_· .. I:.~ .. ·:_ •. :_:_J.:_.,: .. i·:··.·_; in the subject, I vmii':;told. by him that the matter .. would be gi · 

. ; consideration. · : ;';i)Jt';: ·. . · . , ·· · · 

'j:~·r·.: The ~~~~e messag~:ha:s be~it se.~~ to Ankar~.~ 
~'1· ? -·. . ' 

.J.·;_ 
.~_.-

:j ,·,. ~-.~ ...... 
-'I 

--.-,. 

'·.: :·. 

,;• 

i 



UNITED NATIONS · 

PQLisH GOVERN!vlENT-IN;.EXILE_,: 
.!,.'. 

. . _-- . :: :-:/~?,;:F > .,._ . -.. 
,Ambassador \Unant reported. from London that 'officials·--dealing, 

;,::-refugee problems for the Governments .. in-Exile of Norway, Polandj .C · 
_,-~\slovakia, .•the Netherlandsr and -Belgium were informed of tlie Board-'s· 

__ . :' policy as._outlined ·and .in. all cases sighified -their desire to· co· ' 
·- ·_:.:_.;_:_;;$~~-~}'_;,· to the fullest possible extent-;,-. In addition to noting certain m .. ,,,,.,.,.,,. '-· 

whose imPortance was 'stressed.by these governments-in-axil~, 
-;:;,'-~}. :i' advised that fuller reports on persecuted minorities now living_ i:il =~a.o_ .. ,., 

-:\{}~~tfJ~~:··-_ ~~~~:;~~:u b;o:;;o~;i~l{~!b~! t~0 ~~}ge;;~~ i~:~n:o~a ~~~i~~;c&e~) • b_eing·}_;. _- :: 

-~}~_-"_-~_: ___ -_-__ :'_,_~_:_-_-,_: __ :.· __ ·_>,_' who i~=c~~=~~ t~\~i~~: ~=;~o~~v~~!~r:e~~::r~~~~!a~~e~o~~~~:~;l~~e -_ ·_, __ 
substance-of conversations he had with Count Czapskii Secretary_ 

; -'- , ,, ·_;~,. General and Head of the Refugee Department of the Polish - of 
-_,./'' Foreign Affairs. Czapski is said to be in full acc_ord with· 

set forth in the Board's Executive Order and indicated that ~ne'tl011ra .:-,/{·!:: 
-•<j would receive the fullest possible cooperation from his government;-

- ·· :-- stated that because o:t the great number of Poles held in cbncentrat:i()li;',: -: 
camps by the Germans_, the small percentage who do manage _to escape:iriakes'· 
up a considerable number of people, He mentioned a::(the -prinCipal'-ob..,_'.: 
stacles interfering >lith the rescue and relief of Nazi victims- the -.-•;<,:.~ _.­
failure of some of the governnlents of the countries where the victims::,-. 
attempt to find refuge to give sufficient coopera,tion, the- problem · 
passports, the matter of obtaining. necessary funds,· and the vis·a pro 
He felt that an importaht' thing .to bo done iminediatoly<was to provi~f{, 
-more passports entitling Polish refugees in Switze-rland to go to Squth 
America. Czapski stated,that the most helpful measures this Governmont-_: __ 
could take for the rescue ·and. relief of refugees •.would_ be· to inte~.c-ede :'·;: -c: 
>~i th the governments of ·those countries in which the. United States, is · ;,', :.·. ;:: 
represented to assist with the passport and visa problem, 'and,':tq~permitO:~,~~·::- . 

-funds .to .be transferred from this country to Europe for relief and ;rescue'<:~\: .. ~: 
work.- ·fuo meimorailda prepared by the European Division of the Jiorld• . -
Jewish Congress dealing uith the.Jewish minority in Poland V16re also 
submitted by Schoenfeld ... ·- · · · · · · 

· (cont.) 



There was ·subsequently forwarded. from London a. c~py a n.,,l.,.,..,-r.;n,•·" 
issued by the Polish Government 'and approved by the Council_ of 
in which full support was pledged to-every endeavor made by 
States in cormection with :the rescue and relief of refugees 
5~ from London dated May- 23).. · · 

:J. 
For an account of-dealing with ·the Australian 

ing the admission of a small group of' Poles 
Cooperation· with · 



COOPEP.ATION \'liTH atHER .GOVEreJ1!ENTS: UNTIED NATIONS 
··' -.· 

NOR\'i'EGL\N GOVERIDIENT-IN-EX.ILE ·; 

'\. 

; .:~ '_, . 
. ;:.· ,_·,. 

~'-..._ . :·:.'t:' .,, ' ·> 

Another report:.from 'charge dtAffair~s 
sations with Dr •.. AlfSewer.iin.> who is in charge of refug~e ·m,>-r-.1·."y .. ,· .. 

. the Norwegian ·aovernr:~ent-:-in-Bxile. :; .. Dr • Sewerii.n· stated ·'~''",,,..,,_ 
mentis refugee poli,cy has.the full.sympathy of the Norwegian:· a ,ul:.norJ.:):O:Liss;;; 
and that theywouldcooperate in every.Yray possible~·- He· stated: n"-r-'·.·-r-.n,.,,.,,..,._, .. 
was no difficulty in the· way of Noz:vegians. escaping to; Sweden once.theiyj 
reached the frontier. The chief obstacle in. achieving their escape· ·lies. 
in their -inability to move. about vr.i..thin Norvray, According to Dr·.-·· · · . 
approximately 24,000 No:Faegians have thus, far escaped to Sweden; another.' 
2,000 have escaped to the United Kingdom and other.areas~ Practicall;v'­
all of tl1e,Jewish population of Norway, amounting. to about 8?0, .vras de-·' 
ported to' 'Poland) and the Norvregian Goverrunent has no knovrledge of, t):J.eir 
fate. The report also states that betvreen 6,000 an.d 8,0,00 No;t'Yfegiana·· are·.·· 
now in Germany; 2,000 of these are being held as priso'ners of· while,. 
the remainder are being held in concentration.camps or. 
the result of c'aurts martial, · · 

'. ;,-;:. ·~;. ·-··./ 



UNITED NATIONS 

NETHERLANDS GOVERNMENT-IN-EXILE''",. 
' .... ·· .. ,\: 

A repc;rt· was, rec-eived from Charge d'Affaires Scho,enfeld in. 
indicating the>substance of a:·conversation with Dr. H., Huender,' 
the Bureau of. Post-i'lar Problems in .the Netherlands Ministry of 

·.Affairs.· Dr~ Huerider is reported to have indicated that Dutch <>n+.h,:,.,.;;.: 
-'ties are in agreement. with the ·policy of the President's Executive 

, • and will be glad . to support any action which may be originated by the . : 
· Board. It was stated ,tba:ti of the 180,000 Je1vs originally living i!l ;;/. 
·. Holland, about 140,000 have been deported to Poland; there are now only' ' 

'about 8,000 Jews, recognized as such still left in Holland. The remain-·' .. :• · 
ing 32,000 have just dropped out of sight. It is thought that. some, rilay -:: 
have found refuge inFrance or made their way to Switzerland, but of 
them are probably stiil llvirig in Holland in concealment with 
of the non-Jewish population. ,, 

f(ith reference to .Jewish victims, nr;·Huender said that. 
in Holland who had been provided with a Palestine .certificate 
relatively better position than other Jews, since the.possessionqf ... 
a certificate. may assist the holder to avoid being sent to a 'concentration:' i. · 
camp. He thought therefore that it YTould be helpful if ·it \'1erepos's · 
to provide more of these certificates. Like\Tise, it would assist 
ing some Jews out of the concentration camps if more passports to ·.;:,o:u"n••\.·. 

· American countries could be provided. ,1 · •· · · • . 
:\' . : ~ 

Discussing the question as to Hhether any i·nstarices ':nere kiimm . ·. . .• 
refugees have been turned back at the borders of: neutral countries;·enr~:· .· 
Huender said that some instances 11ere knmm to the Dutch authorities··.::-'): 
Suitzerland, for example .-- but for the most part he felt that neutral'•" 
countries, Ylhile they have not actively encouraged escape across ;their· > 
borders, have· not put any special obstacles in the "~Y~ ·.:.(See Dispatclf · · 
No, 127 from London datedMarch 6), . · 

··-~--··---~--: ,. 



COOPERA;riON WITH oTHERG~NTd:' 
··!·'' 

-'{>·- .· 

BELGIAN, GOVERNMENT-IN-EXIlE ':'-· 
.. _, ·-:>=-:·:_.<·.· ·< \,\ ... ' 

,. ' '•' J ..... ~ : :~ ... , .;.\,· ,·: ', • 

_. _, -:· -_:·_,;;··\(,:);{ft:i;~j,t~~f<~:r:~.- -:. _ . . . . ::f~_-·.:--·· : -__ 
.. . Charge diAffafres·.:Schoenfeld has reported from London,the 

tance of l'lls'conversation ~and __ correspondence with Monsieur A.·. 
Delierneux,. :chief, of· Cabinet in' the; Belgian· Ministry of Labor: · 
Social Welfareo;·:··M.-''Delierneiuc stated that although it was· in _ 
very difficult for refugees. to- escape' from Belgium, nevertheless .. 

·every fe11·weeks a·.small. number cii';;'.people do manage to get thrciuflh. 
:England, Fra11~~.' and ·S?ain •. ";., ., . ::!:, .. _ . -• _ ' · ... . . .. , ' ' 

' .. . ' :"f ·' ; . ~- .- -'.. . ' . ' ., . . . -· ,' . . ·. :· < 

As to possible opportunities for special action by the u. s.• · 
. Government to facilitate the rescue of. Nazi victims, M. Delierheux. . 

·: referred to7 the lack of cooperation from local Spanish authorities.;' ;~f·: 
.·-:'on the Fren6h-3patiish- ·frontier and suggested that as far as Belgian ~; ·· · 

refugees are- concerned,· intervention with the SpaniSh Government:_to 
try to bring about some change in this situation would be of' val,.]Jei 
Later he ·observed that from the Belgian point of view perhap~: the_ · 
effective single action that_could be-taken uould bo to insure in:· 
way that the Spanish borders uere.less efficiently controlled. 
had been cases, M. Delierneux said,· where Belgian refugees uere . 
back at the Spanish borders, and up to a few months ago those r1ho: · 
able to reach Spanish soil were arrested and interned during long 
months under the worst conditions. It was said that at the nT'P.SIAr>t. 

time, however, the situation is improving and the Spanish 
" are no longer so apt ·to- put· people into internment camps, although--: 

they still do not encourage or cooperate actively in the entry oi' :' 
refugees into Spain •. ·. (See Dispatch No. 109 from Lon~on dated-· 

In a communication froinMinister·Norweb in Portugal the B~ard· 
-asked to approach the 1\elgian. Government-in-Exile with. the request 
"instructions be· issued to its Legation in Lisbon to fac:tlitate -"'""u"L··~--,-,_,. 
tion on the part of :representatives oi' the Belgian Convention in rescu:,:. · 
ing adults and. childrenfrom occupied territory (Cable No. 1292-from.-·;·;_.' 

_Lisbon dated April 28~. -1'he Board therefore cabled Charge d'Affaires· .. 

_•Jc '(cont.) 
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·in London, ~sking that representations 
Government-in-Exile on the matter. (Cable No, 3735 

. May 10). · 
I 

. According to word subsequently received through the U,· S, Embassy. 
in London, although the Belgian Government-in-Exile had already ~n- >\ · 

, , .· 'structed allBelgian missions to cooperate fully in this Government•s·:· 
!' :._ ,' ;-.... refugee rescue .and relief operations, the Belgian Foreign Office indi-1 
>~:1;1Z.;)/•;": .. cated that it would again communicate with its Legation at Lisbon. in·· 
if~~\1:'·'\~~·~\),· order to insure c'omplete co.operation on the part of the Belgian · 
t~ \;.t;'•:;vention there .. in,connection with the evacuation to Portugal of n•.l.uJ~et•;:;,• .... • 
·t:, .'from occupied· :territories'; (Cable No. Belge 5 from London dated 

,',see VI B, EvacUation to and:through Spain and Portugal). · :, · 
\~·: ' : '• - :•.- : ,-:~.: • : • • • .~ ,.~· ,_:··,:( :;:; -,, • • - • I ' { .~ .. .-.~{~'·; ~ :~\~{t: ·l-~' •i(:·-1: 

t:·n:~~~J~;[·~~~·· J 1 / ,; ·. · ·· 
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COOPERATION WITH arHER GOVERNME.t.'rS: 
···- -- '' 

•: . 

. _ ... _ 

·., 

/ . : . ·:.. FRENCH NORTH AFRICA • 

'', :;<i< ··_,\e;0:;,t(: ·, •' ' ,,: ', 
. :_. ·. -~--··.:_},:~·.:_-.r~_J,·_; __ l.~., .. ·:. ~-:_~_ ~-~'-- _- . ,"~ ;··:t· :: -;~ :_·:_~\:::;--: . ~ . 

'·•· : ... ~[;'-:;j·:;:,··. ; :<}&~-6~.:.::.__ ·, ' ' 
. / IIi··Februazy Counselor.,Chapin of the u. s. ConsUlate ;in 
advised the ·Boar(Lthat: a spokesman. for. the French Committee 
Liberation;' had -•indicated that; the Committee woUld gladly . 
itself with.· the relief and rescue work·with which the _Board. 
Chapin reported that, ate thet same·time, the spokesman"pointed. 

·:one of the·,chief preoccupations of._the Committee was;' of · 
problem of:.refugees.from France and.the'general displacement of 
nationals~'.\>· 

1
.' · · .. :· -;: _: ··.·:· '. ' :i :' . . : .- ' ... · · .. 

} . 

Chapin also enclosed a mem~randum p;epared by a ~litary att~che of_ 
the ConsUlate, -summarizing the r~fugee situatiori.in North Africa.' . .s.cco:ra·-· 
ing.to,this.report, the refugee probiem in North Africa.began·as:far 
as the early part of 19.39, when thousands pf Spanish Republicans _ .. ,; ·i< · 
across the border from Spanish Morocco. i't was state~~that most of .. the'se 
Spanish refugees-have now beep incorporated, at least"'tempeirarily, -
way or another, into the economy of North Africa,· working either 
industry or for the Allied Armies. · · · · · 

For· the miscellaneous refugees who need 
reported that there have been established in principal 
Algiers, Casablanca, Oran, and Tunis - amicales or mutual __ .. )oCieties .. · 
under the auspices of the Joint Commission. for PoliticaJ. P;dso'rie'rs and: 
Refugees in.French North Africa. These. societies have -been receiving':' .... 
funds from the United States under Treasury licenses to heip· nEiedy_ SPa-nish· 
refugees. , :·. · ' · ·, . : . · · ' · · ; :. · ,,,,·::;-:· ·,,_.(> 

There is also said to be_ in North-A£r:i.ca a ·grdup.of: st~t~less • .. 
· the greatest part -of. whom ·are Jewish and of German or ,Al.lst:riari origin.,:• It . .' 
was estimated 'that there. are perhaps 5,000 persons in this, group in all·: ···~ 

. of. North Africa~. Some of these people had served in the French army. during'. 
the war s,nd had been interned following the . fall of France. . They, >vere later 
transferred .to internment camps in North Africa, andv;~;re subseq1,1entlyr':'- ! ' ' 

leased after the Allied. lan~ings, largely through the activities of the· . ,_y·· 

(co~t.) 
···.':.·: ,·:-
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.. 
.. 

.. -·' 

Joint Commission. ' time most of these poople 
ployment. with;:the'American. or British armies, and approximatel7 900.' , 
them are enlisted ·in the .British Pioneer Corps. Early in 1944 a ·group "of. 
about 1~5 of these· persons were sent to Palestine through, the efforts','of .·· 
the Joint Distribution Committee. The small number of persons in this 
stateless group who are unemployable are bt:ling maintained through:·rurida:·, / 
made available by the'A~erica_n Jewish Joint ;Distribution,Go,rnmittee·. •';.;:··;? · 

. . / . . . 
Another group of refugees in North Africa, 'most of them J 

are said to: have-. come from Libya, having been expelled by the J.vCI..J..LCI.II::; 

in 1940,by·vfi..tue of the· fact that' tliey were French subjects •. 
2,500 persons'· in this group, approximately 2,000 have been livi.Dg 

::• Tunisia:under;tho.inost primitive conditions, the rest:beingsca'· C'tEl:(Od 
. throughout the back country ,in Algeria. · · · 

_: \' ,:;,-: . . . . .~·. ~ .l:j; ... ~ .. ''-._. ':_... - . . 
. By_and. ''large,. according to this report, the French uuuu•cL"''"" 
'National·Liberation has neither encouraged nor discouraged enxrari~e,;;,";.: 

Of displaced persOnS but'. rather has put the VI hole questiOn OJi th~• ..LillLL-·.·c·.' 

·; · .vidual case< basis, ·.the· real decisions being made by American, British 
.· and French·m'ilitary security officers, working in cooperation~ . ,;:. i ·: / 

-.,,-

C~pin s~ge'sted t~t in order to encourage the French Gortonittoo •.: 
to allow displaced·persohs· to enter North Africa moro freely, a: plan.:· 
under which. probable ultimata destinations could be indicated lVOuld•l:ie:\i~_:. ne&SssarY·~ n. - . r • ·'· • •• _, •• 

,··· '.;i'· ::-i 

Inasnnich. as the Moxican Government has reportedl~,;9:fferod to a~;ept: 
immigrants from the Spanish refugee community in North: .Africa; >it' 
stated that.French authorities would be more willing to.receive·· 
refugees in French North .lli'rica if this Spanish refugee .emigration prci""'t':'>C,~'·'f' 
ject were ·carried through as soon as possible,, Lists of·~tho~se';vho.:h,'"" .... ,,,_.,, 
expressed a desire to go' are reported to have' been ·sent to Mexi.co'City, . 
through U, S. State· Dopartment channels for consideration by\ti1E> Mexican 
Government. (In this connection see VI H - 3, Permanent Resettlement. in.:· 
Other Countries.) ·. · · · '•·': 

. -- ... ·.-· 
If similar arrangoments for. certain refugees could .be . ar:r;anged 

other countries, the attitude of the French Coinmit,toe ·of National 1.u.u••n•c~ 
tion would 'probably be correspondingly more receptive-to additional ~Arn.~"·~~·~·: 
Chapin concluded, (See· Dispatch No. 122 from Algi!jrs. d.a:te,d J!'ebruary:•22_ 

. . - '.' .. 

Another dispatch fr~~ ~lgiers indicated that the question cif the 
issuarice of. special instructions by the Fronch Conimittee to implmnent 
cooporation \ilith this Government· on war refugee ina.tterswas_ disclosed· 
IVith a French. official. The issuance of a declaration'_of policY. siiiti.lar 

(cont.) 



. to ~hat.·;on~·ined f'n: Executive' Order creating :the Board. was l"Anrl'rt..>r'l' 

·to be under considerati~m. (Dispatch No. 169 from Algiers dated. 
: ·, -.~~· ' -· ··' . .·. ' : ,. . .-.' 

With'-respect to the President s statement on atroCities 
Jews, Leonard Ackermann,,the Board's Special Representative :in< 
terraneanArea, has reported widespread publicity; both in the 

''over the {radio, through.:the Office of .War Information at .!I.J.gJ,~I'S 
·.of the statement were:· repeated in French, German,. Italian 
on the United Nationst radio,::anrl favorable comment 'was 
prominent'·French offiC'ials. (Cables'.No. 1018 and 12'44 -from u .. ~,,,,..., . 

.., March 28 jand ApriL 14;~:see also ~A - 1, Presidential' Stat•eJru::ni;J 
-~if.;.}Xi-_:_;( .. -.-·· >t~ :;!~:~~.~~(~:i.:~./ __ :-. :· .. :,::·_::.:~--~~,- .. ·: ,;> .. -.. · .. < , 

In Jillie• _Ambassador :Robert· Murphy and 
to bring:~'t'o)the-·attenti~ri-or' the French Committee 

. by the Fi~s'ident in :setting up an,Emergenoy Refugee Sne.L"Ger .. ~:n:}om 
country (see. VI G, Temporary Havens~ in the United 'Sta 

. Ackermann•;are to ex.plore:carefull;Y-';vlit!-1 the Frendi .Commit_t 
means .by: w,hich refugee:· facilities- in\:the Mediterranean ,area: 

·. increased:,-(Cable No.::l879 to ·Algiers'idated June 14). ·. '. , ,.· · · 

. . See'~~ B- 3, E~a·~~at~o·n~·r~~i~·painto Ly~~~e;, ior a detailed, 
account of' the evacuations- now in .process of refugees· from: S];Jain '·to· 
Camp Lyautey near Fedhala. · .. · · 

-?.;, ·------:·· 

See also III A', Appointment of :special Representatives!'· 

.,·-·· 



. ;.· COOPERATION .riiTH OTHER GOVERNMENTS: UNITED NATIONS 

-.' -·~ 

·:··_ ·' 

~~f~;E~bo,: ;o=r;f ~h~:i:t::nio:=.~:~, t~:d~":d ~:"~!: vana.a~.anl·,:p; 
i> ! : \!'J: by the Canadian lviinister of Mines an~ .Resources. In addition to n_:oo.n~JrJ£1'· 
;. -~;<D·,~·h'certain changes effected in the work of the Intergovernmental Commi 
r: ,·;,;;,:·):··to which the Canadian Government had given its consent, this.sta . 
;<. ·y ',:t'' dicated that a furth'er movement of pol:i,tical, religious,· and racial_ _ 
:. • J • · :i gees then in Spain and Portugal was being facilitated- by means of_ the:re~ 
C1 ~ ,: .{: •' opening in Lisbon of an office of the Immigration Branch of the Department 
}::·J~-- ·. '/•. of Mines and Resources, through which the necessary visas could be issued.::,.-

i 
{ 

!' 

i 
I 
k._,. 

I 

fr r· 

4 .communication from the u.s. Embassy in Ottawa-'dated Febttiary ·15' '­
relates the substance of a conversation with Fir. R. A. Robertson of _the· : :· 
Canadian Department of External Affairs. Mr. Robertson sai\:I' that il) 1940 
approximately 4,000 refugees were admitted to Canada fromj;he UnitE)d.-King-:_' 
dam, many of these being classified as dangerous. Aboutrl,OOO of these:_-;··· 

. have since left Canada and about 2, 000 have been interned,· leaving only·. 
_approximately 900 v1ho are at liberty in Canada. Only a trickle of rerur!ees.,f-:,;'-'-:'>: 
reached Canada in 1941 and. 1942. Mr. Robertson referred to the fact _, 
last October Canada sent an Immigration Agent to Lisbon with ~,>utlio~ity't() •--· · 
admit an initial group of 200 families (a figure not for publica:tion). 
It wqs subsequently reported that there seemed to be only 600 or. sci ,refu~ 
gees in the Iberian Peninsula who desired to leave and it nas therefore ,-;_ '..' 

:; doubtful v1hether Canada would be able lito find as many as 200 · familie~ • 1 ~ /';\ ' 
. ... -.. . . . . . . . ··-. . . . . ~ . -;~~_::::·:,·<.);:_,;)~,::~~:·-~;~~-:-;~,.,-. > 

In another communication from the u.s; Embassy in Ottawa, in. response--: 
·to the State Department's circular airgram of February 29,.the Board was:'\ 

•· . advised that a statement is expected to be. made in the Canadian House: or·<.·.· 
Commons on the entire refugee question, probably within the next six week!"·. 

· (Airgram No •. A-9 dated March 11). . · . _,· .... •, \_';'::{:_;:;:; 

A report from the U. S. Consul General in Tor6nto\n .response. tb ;': -. 
State's o:dginal circular airgram indicated that, whi:lo no.specific cases 
of discrimination against Jews in the matter·or immigration:have:been. 

(cont.) 
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- -. . . . . '~~ .. - . . . - __ ::-;.:_ - . 

b~ought ~o ~~ ,att~~uori: of t~: b~~~ul,~te, according ~o ~ reprose~tative , 
'_of the Jew:!_sh Immigrant Aid Sciq:l.et;r•iri Toronto, Canada's restrictive':llllllli.-· 

gration policy :l.s inore rig:l.dly oni'oi'ced in the case of persona of Jcnish.:.' · 
· extract:l.oh than in the-c!{l-Se ,pi' ahy other race admitted to that country c, • , 

(DispatcllNo. 1490 f~oni~Toronto dated March ~7). _ ·• •· .·,· • . _ _ , ;:::;~~{~} _ 

•. - · · A reply was subsequently received from tho Canadian Sec;z.-etary of/'!'· j:,'; .: . 
State for External Affairs,· in response to a note sent by the U. s.· Lega.;; ·.·' ' 
tion, the~e outlining _the position of this Goverriment on the subject .of•: .: :: . 

to w!!.l.·'refugees.j;;This reply called attention, to the declaration:, __ . _ .· 
made by the Canadian.Prime Minister on July 9; 1:94.3; and· · 

·;.taken by the- Canadian Government in that ·direction• :: r.t·a:Lscf.fre"".·';·: 
.thB.t consideration be given by· the United States' to permi _ _ _, 

into this country. of :900 refugees now in Canada,· who had been'sent} : 
· .country fr~m'the United Kingdom and who are anxious: to proceei:l7to,. 

United· States· because of the presence here of relativ~s or close .~-\/.~<.::,;·• 
u,T_r,.mn'" : :(See Dispatch No. 8.'35 from Ottawa dated March 18.) i :-.;·_ ·c· :.-;;;:·.: ·, 

· ~,- ··:·~- ._-:.:.. . >. -.. · ~:-~':·, - _.';-~~,\:.-:!:_'_~:~~Zt~)~,: 

In anceffort t~:·{:,btai.il action ... by the Canadian Government parallei' tci -
that taken' by. this Government, the Board has receri.t:J,.y c·abled the U~ · S 

· .. gation at 'ottwa asking that appropriate officials .of the Cailadiap. Govern-.' . 
ment be advised of the instructions issued to U, s. consular offices in 
Suit'zerland, authorizing_tli.e iss1,1ance of 4,000 immigration visas to refu~ 
gee -children arriving in that country from France.- It was suggested thatc:; 
the Canadian Government take similar steps with respect:t<;> 1,000 children,\ . 

·.Canada having previously expressed to the Intergovernmental Committee its-•. 
uillingness to accept such a group of child. refugees.. ·{Iti thi~- C6l1Jlection; 
see VI D - 1, Evacuation of Abandoned Children from France'; see aiso ·. : ', . 
VI B - 2, Evacuation _of Children from France to Spain and _Portugal_. ) ':·:: ;· . . \._, _- . 

.--. ·.:''.,;_-:.;·~-~/:::: _, )". ,; 



\ 
I 

'! 

·.'!, 

. '·'.- :· i· . . 

. ·. i~{'':·.:. ' ?~1~fti::~"\;\~;,~}:;;:;t· .•. . ' .. 
·:: • Minister-..John8ori~;i·:Ui:responaa::to state.'s' circtiiar ·.,..lJnn·am 

reports '.littl~· interest): on ;the: part: o:f. the Aus G6ve:rrune1it;fir1;-~;:;;~ 
problem' of' rescuing 'o:r':assisti.Dg re:fugeea. (this 

memb,3rflhi.p·,.::.o· n·· the .. Interiwv'ernmental.Coinmi ttee). • ·Johniion's. report. 
'nn""'"-·"· ·however; that·. the .Australian·. Government proposes· to~ . 

eviish ,children from S>iitzerland~ :r. This 150 is in. addition· to a·· ·. . ··· 
for;· whom' pernlission: Yla·s granted over a year .ago but who hav<~:·'not · 

. been able 'to get to Australia •. ·.The children are -to be' the f:ull res 
bili ty. of :t;he· Australian .r ewish Welfare A~;~sociatiori which, with: its· 

· ciates in Great Britain, made the arrangements for· their admi13sion.;., 
.. children have .been or.;:are to be admitted to Switzerland from:France~·--on: 
''the promise. 9f the AustrE>lian Government to grant:cthem entcy when trans.,.· 
· portation can be found~ .. (In this connection see VI D - 11' . . 

, : · :, Abandoned Children ~rom Fran,:ce. ) ~::.; , . · ·. · , : · , 

i;, --~·~·, , . Johnson also rep~;ted that ~ofii~-'~ime ago the :.Aust~~ii'~c~ Gove:r.qin~rtt~_; 
!' · · '1\."\':, agreed to admit a small group of Poles from -Russia.ori · 
1 

· ' : -'',' .. · apparently unwritten, that Poland t~ould repatriate th~se ·ne:rscms ·.c.-....... ~'·"'' 3"",/ .• ,t, . .-.. ;·;.,._,.,_,, ... k: :·;··or· . ~~e h:!:' b~:~:d:~/~:n;~~ish T~~n:~a~~!:~~is i~Q~~~:;~ · 
supposed to have reached Iran, but nothing further is knmm 

; . . ... , . (See Ai.rgram No. A-6 received February 26.) 

':~W~\ftJ{:';).· ·. ·. In e. c:~le to C~n~e;;;:a the Board aubsequentiy tequested 
{~(;!>:{Aii:\\:\f'priate Australian officials be advised· of the n~cessity' <i.f . . R"su..L·-····' 
'{',;~,)i:01f,;;:,._ances to neutral countr~es- contiguous to occupied E';P-'op~; that· ref1,lgees·,~ • 
ftk-')~1;(1··. accep~ed by sue~ countr~es :mci v1ho do not return't~ tm.u-.homes a:fte~,the .. , , ., 

f~~I)\1·;.').:~<,\'.F .. i·w. ar. .Yil.ll be :.adm~tted. as imm~gr .... ants. to. other. count·r. ~~s'.'.· •.M.~ ... n .. i .. s .. t.~ .. r .. ·•·.· .. :r .. o.~n ... so.n: ·.'~\·-.·' .. · ·· r·}h;•.;i:-,J'•.was asked to. po~t- out :.to .. the. Austral~an Government the .steps_ .. i;hat .. have<.- •.-, ' . 
,tAlt'S''t.;_;;-,1, been taken by. this. Govel'nment ,with respect to the issuance of' 5,ooo ,visas \ 
l~:¥£;•;\iYUl'•for ·children •ar:rvi~ in.Switzerland.and Spain from Fl:"ance~ ... It· 'vms also · · · 
!·1t::;·:<'.1..'~' reque~ted .. that J.nqw,ry, be _made• as to·uhether the, Australian Gove;r:~unent ;·:· 
fb);.:-: .. , ·. , will :take parallel action in -order to induce these neutral countriles· 1;o 

l~_{; ~.'·;,·~-.,:;_'..,: · · . . . : .. (.con~.·,). · ' •· · ', .... · ···~: · 
~::ii~1 ",: '• ' I.· t''; , . :;. -:• :;•;.> 

_ ii!.J •. _:~_r ( f1 1
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INDIA.'.:-.'· 
.·' ,_.:·,>· -_ . - ~- ·. , -,:,r\ 

.. -. :; :~ ·:·:):~~~!-;];~;-<; -· .. . . . . : \_.'~ .. ; ' . . . ~- ' '- -':"•-. ->~~<-:; 

·.· :.'i ·•i:~£H::~;(~_·c'·: ; ;,~:,.,.·:::J.]:~~g~\i,Ji;~j '/.:·, ' -:~ .. ~ 
'. :'Cci~sitJ;_f~eneral Patton;pas ; reported ·'fro~·· lctlt't;a_ ,;.tha:'t:.1;hetreia: 
dest:tttite::'Jews ·or :other.: persecuted minonties. from 
thatj~oU:~ular dist:7i~t~'ino~: is it considered, a -sui . 
. refugees <:because ·.of.".:the?famine of-1943 1 . its ,a:ftermath• 

.;contagious and'•infectious disease~/as smallpox,' r.no.ue:r·,•· 

JDa.J.aJ~J.a"·;,, and' the pOSSibility Of.\a Bimila:r Situat:i,On d\.u'ing .L'1Mc·.Ollr 

No.: A':..26.dated FebrUary 2,3.).:. · . ' .. _, 
:,~.__:-\;~·;.·~ :·.~-!" ' ' -~--- .-<~·.::::.\ ~: ~--'-'>_-~-~~:- i.·~::->~-~ .. i~(·./.-, 

A repor.t received .f~bk 'th~ u. s: Mission at New·De1hi 
that India has aCC9l,)ted the invitation to become a: member of. ,the 
governmental Committee, subject to approval by its.LegislativeAssemb:Ly 
(Dispatch No.· 394 dated .March 23). · ·. · · ·. · · 

'Tht&;~;d·G~s ·~~b~~~~e~tly ~dvised of the receipt. of .a 
.the Indian. Gov:ernment in response to the Mission.1s note· · 
'operation in war refUgee.matters. India's refugee 
this reply,· is 11 probably greater· than that of any.other;'allied · 

. country."· Ali official. statement accoinpi:mying the replf·.iridica 
·. in addition to some 500~000 evacuees from British colonies· iil.so•u"G.ne•il.S'!iicY 

'Asia and from China, an estimated 3500 Poles and a scat 
peans of various other nationalities have been given refuge 
since the outbreak of hostilities. The Indian reply pointed 

, .. bility of a "further liability for 81 000 additional ;E'oles•''· · 
· that the advance of the Allied armies into ·Burma·--,,.·.,..-..,.-

a renewed 'flow of refugees: from Burma .. into India.;) 11In 
the present food and· accommodation problems and; the gEmeral e_conomJ.c :.~' 

·situation" the Indian Government coricluded:that ·it is riot in 
· to accept more war refugees (Dispatch ·No.· '404 from New. Delhi 
Ma;ch 30)~ ,·· · · · . ,':, ;::.<:,:' ::· · . ·. : i. ; . ,, ' :: }.1: 

In a later 6~mmunicatf~;;· from the u. s. Missiori 'iti':Nf:iw. ))elhi 
was suggested ,that• in vier!' of ,the statement. previously forriard,ed · · 

· vrould be iiW.ppropriat!) _at the moment to proposo that ·rndi!'i.riow 
::,' >, ,· ;. ·- .. ,\ __ , . ·,_;~--~-. -----.-~----- :;;-._. ;_. ·-·.:--~-

., '\··> 
'. ··.\ ··, '·, (cont~f 
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. Iru.Q. 
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.-·,.·;-·: ... , 
..• , . . :.~: -.~ : !- '. - . ··: . 

N:~;:~A~tt:~,t-~. ,. 
~ ··:· · l.linist~r Hende~son re;~rts (Airgram No • 
.'?:! .. that "so far as the Legation has been able to ascertain no Jv"'~"'"··"''•' 
(~~·;,;:,]!'r~"'7<'{6r other refugees from Nazi persecution desire. or have ·lie sired· 
~((~;;{ ,find a refuge.or to.estabHsh a·domicile'in this country •. The 
~fC: .:refugee problem which has faced Iraq;·,therefore;·.has.been that. 
i,!'•;,\·!l, ~.';refugees· in transit. .··.The Iraqi Government has in general -··--··--" 
r;';:c: :~~~ ··!··' -~a policy of permitting these refugees to pass through the country 
~~ · .···:;·:t:;:e;_~:unless they hapneneci to ·be Jews traveling to Palestine .:to settle · 

~~}-~'j:f~(Lthere, •.• . · - · . · · ·· 

~~~;;{'.-·"· :· - "The considerations l'!hich prompt the Iraqi Government to refuse: 
~\i}'\, ( .. vis~ to Jewish refugees· bound for Palestine appear to be based on' 
~~-:-,·.'l':. , natfonal policies of so vital a nature that in my opinion no . . . 
'' approaches df the character suggested, •• would,. alter 'themi.:: The m1iii:i . 
i' ·obJective of Iraqi foreign policy ill to promote closer A:r'7.Jb coopera--

tion with a view to the fomation in tho not distant f]ltlir'o of's8ma,';, 
.. ld.nd of a union of Arab states in this area. Tho IraqLGovornmont 
·.'·is convinced that if the Zionists are able to achieve their goli.l . · · ............. ,, .. ,. .. , 

of setting up a Nation£>1 Jewish State in Palestine. this objqctive . 
. cannot be. accomplishoo ~nd that the success of tho Zionist pro'grf)m 
would iTr3£'n tho non-realization of Ar~b hopes for the futuro ~-~ .• It 
is believed that unless bncked by foroien armed ·forccs·i:t wouid-.·J?o'; .. 

-almost impossible for nny Government to survive in Iraq just n6?n·' 
'· i which uould take steps to· fncilitate tho travei of Jowishf3cttlcz:s 

~/ · ~:.:if:;.to Palestine, and it ~10uld be diffi-cult to canvincG ·locnlArabs · .· . 
·:··:· ci'~·,: that Jewish refugees bound for Pnlesti!le will not eventunlly sottlo·',' . 

.', ·,.;. tl:ere, 11 
·-.·j" 



COOPERATION:wrffi OTHER .GOVERNMENTS:·.,· UNITED NATIONS 

.~·-

'!·.-

i' .·. 

.·,: 
GREEK GovERNillENT.:,IN-EXILE ·, .. 

. :,,-.:·:·· .... 
. ',.-1 .. :~'. • ,. •' . •• 

,;·~:(.-~: ,/,-~~'" ·. . • I • ·'· t<· 't - ,;..·· . .. - .. ' ., ' . --·-,. ' t .. :-~, . .. · . . ·-

... : :~:~·~r~: , ,: . · .. ::~r;~:·i~;~;~\f11~;·.::::x;~~~f;gF . . : .· / 
lf.emoranda dealing :with :the present.· status 

·been forwarded· to the·Board ·from. the.· American.· 
. f::'(Dispatches.No. 2458 and.268o dated-February 19. 
'~'"'· . ?'report from.the· Consul-General deals·,with·the eseape:.: 
\<;f:~~:~~.\~)1~ Greece through.Izmir (Smyrna), Turkey,. including a .n.Avl "'"· 

~:~;,;::;-;'~?;~;;-~~ :, 8-i:nce the _occupation·. of Greece (Dispatch .. No.· 2628.-f''"""<;r;,t,.,.,,h;,,, 
7:?~~)~~:;-~¥:-~~-;\. . . ._: . -. . _ -, -. __ :··.. : -._ .-. ·. ;<· .. L;\\o~!;'~··+5·:Kl>:, 
::_.;;i\. :':\<'.~~;;'it •. _ According ·to a. report 'from the U. S. Legation 
f''Ni.~ ·~:·; Government~in-Exil~ in Cairo ha~ issued a decl':'ration st~~ingT.nAT.· -~T. 
·l<'( ··. fully shares the v~ews and feel~ngs expressed ~n.the Pres~dent 1 s·-~~n·n+·"_,.,, 
t}'1 :··.'t~'-.:·:: statementol!·atroci:t;ies against the Jews and requesting all· 
· "' · .·.:··assist in the escape, to neutral·or free countries, of_Jews arid_ 

;-: .. :,victims of Nazi tyranny. · OWI and the· Greek · .. 
· reported to be planning to broadcast the statement to .. 

.. • . publicize it in the local and foreign press (Dispatclie 
-··· , from Cairo-dated March 29 and 30). · · ··-. 

A memorandum left by the Royal.Hellenic qnv,,rr•mA,nt 
in Cairo stresses the great hunger and other nH.rnsn11 

Greek people as a result of German occupation. The memrrr•tnrlrnn. 
out .that perspns in danger can escape from Greect;. with . 

of that country's geographical position~. ~In .this 
·.Dispatches No. 86 and 90 from Cairo dated April 3 and 

In a recent report from the American :C.onsul ' 
Beard was advised that· the task; of ·rescuing many. hundred:f o.r·-,,.m,, · ~.n.-.,, 
Greece now threatened with.deportation and death :is:primai:-ily 
of oreanization and .rinanCial support·. ·. The Consul: General his · 
to develop in greater :detail. his' suggestions f'cir the, evactiat:i. -··: ""''· ,n ___ , •.• 

Jews and non~reek refugees·in cooperation with .l.ocaljatricit~ 
-':. 

1
• ... escape services operating in that area> The Board. ha~ also . . 

· it believes it possible to arrange for· the necessary·.funds.ahd 
.(Cable No." 257 to Istanbul dated April' ~6); · ·; ';'': 
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COOPERATION; WITH OTHER GOVEIOOlENTS: 
','•· .. ··· ··,:._. 

·:.• ... _.,·,' 

. :Ji• ·.::· 

'.·: 

;'. ~ YUG03LAVIA.. ·., 
i-··- .. ;_\ -'•· 

'_! : >.~ ... :· ;: :•- ' 
:.~L.- "" ~ -· _-, ,_·; . .- . -.·; ;, ~-.-~.~':,_:.'~~::.. ; . ':,:• ... :-.-~·,: > _; \!;'!:'· _-·::-: :_· ·: .'. 

. . . . . ··.:.:: •. /.·.'·,:~:.. . .... :·s·.~~iF·.'.,;.l;·1~·· :'.:~:.·./:·;.',.~~; .·~ ···~ ···.:.~ .• · ·· .::;;· ... :·5i\.;, .. 
:!;;. Through· Ambassador)AB.cVeagh; in. Cair,o .the Boarci.·has 
~· .. 'of a co~cation .. froin·,the·:Royal .. Yugoslav Ministry. of. . 
:,:in which !l.gr:eement was:Axpressed,idth ·the refugee policy. of.T.his .. :c;ovP. 

\ ment •. It \:was.; stated that Ytigoslav. ciiplomatic· representai;ives . 
,.::organizationS have' receiVed' inStJ:uClJiOnS to giVe allpossible· o L.t.uc;,:•··S<I; 

,._. ;, .. 1 ..••• ·to Allied and international:'bodies concerned Vlitb..'V?arc . . . 

~~§~}~' '"'':,:::~A,:::::c::;:~::~;.ht·xi:J lt'~~l !.· ... 
if'' ... · " · sans soliciting advice .and active:.aici in coimecti'ori with two 
.\.'" •..... · :. involving· the rescue of refugees.;' :The' first· inst~(Jlil. rela 
.if~·.:;, ;;:)/ resuce of an .estimated. 1500 refugees .on an island ·;iii the 
(it,':':;;~:.:-{).1/;~~·~;;VI E ..,. ·1~ Evacuation of Refugeesdrom the Island of Rab)~ 
~~:.::·.- <lj·;;.:.'_:· . . ·: . ' \ . . . . ,. : 

' In the second ~a~e~ the British Foreign 6r.f±l(:~ ;FI'I~.,.,,,n,·+.,n. 
· ,. - h<J,ve instructed its Yugoslavian Embassy in Cairq,(,tci'a·-ool~oa~cn ~~CO·i>~J,'~>Lll\';..:,<;.~·~.: 

a vieu to his facili";utiiig .the es~ape of refuge\:ls ·ll.JC:Ls.-::ne.L'a. .. '~OJJ!l':r.':c,:f!l:'.,\i 
tries through Partisan territory~.,·:, Ackermann, thel. 
resentative in the Mediterranean Area, had 
great potentialities nith respect to the 
through Partisan territory, and James Saxon, 
tive in tha·~ area, had been sent to Italy to o 
formation on this. score (see IV F ~,51 Italy; 
ations to·rtaly and.the Mediterranean Area). . . - . ·' . . 

'"· .:· .- . ;. :·::~>:· .... ·. ·, \:. 
::_\::;'., 

. ~-.. . . 

""0''' A, ~,,~fu~t ,, . ;;::"t\f~ft~,;~~iif~rr.~;,;,, . 
,~·.::_:"r 

. \ ·-~-·: 



.· .. · . Zealand.; . . · · .. · . ., ;,w·"""' .. "'v 
. persOnS .. Stif":Cerilig":perse.cution .. UJ.S_!JJ.;_>LC•"U.'··.l..~' .. <JUl'• 

.or·:'rE)sidences./:.<It, :was estimated that ·bf1tween· 
the total·. nurill:i'er .of immigration·. 'permits issued ''Was· fu ··exce 
mcluding'·permits for· nearly: 500 Chinese ,refugee VIOmei{ . 
This total 'does ·riot include evacuees from· PacifiC· r.Pl""'ll. ',()T'l F!~ "''"''-M-"'-'.3 

hosptiality:iri'· New Zealand, who, were ·estimated 
.·and 600; nor does it include· some·65 Poles.f'rom 
agreed. to give· 'temporar;{ refuge;· ":.file. granting .of.: 
has, of. coi.trsej,beerr. S:ffected by the spread of'the· 
but it was indicated thiit·:within ·:recent months· N£m .ue-a..1.an:u 
to receive-and provide accommodations for up to 

the i\iiddle East.'· (See Airgram -No. A-30 froffiJ.)[eJLli.ngto:n•'cia 

In !:iay the Board was .. advised by the U.S .. Legation 
·of the appearance :j..n a Wellington. newspaper of an edi 
-the conce;rn 'expressed by ,:returning:~servicemen over . "'~''1''""', ..... ..,..,,, 

.. professionai';•,bus~es's,<and industrial · · .. ' 
.. 'of New Zealand;· The editorial .is· said .. to' have 
. nationaLs~ale· or· the;· extent! and .effect-of 

... Anoth:~·\v~~lin~t:;~·;~~~j·;~t·o;y:' ;e~o;ted by · 
statements: made 'by .. the.·. Pdnie;'Minister of Nevt £>t:d.l.W1U. 

st-war iumligration;· :-,The•'Prime Minister. is' 
.his belief that while. the'·. rehabili ta tiori df 



./.\'-: 

.. ::"f;!&L,f<: 

. . . 

. -.· ... .• __ .- .: ~: .. 

-:~_:_----~- ·::--!.-~/;::/\:'- _·_·:,. 
\ 1,1·._, :.:·-." 

, ... ' 

· •• '-. -·;. . • ~ p•\ •• • ·,: • '•-, __ '. 

:~f~·: <;~{~~~~itt'::;ipl{~l.!i~ •· . . ... 
· ';;Jn response:;,to:i:~tate1s: circular airgram of,\J 

_advise,d:, early in-.March by: the·.u;.>S ;..:\Legation' _iri the;rtlnio'li .._ ... __ .,,.~,-; ... ,~:.­
that::tid~official:~reply had thus";.fa,r,l;liJen received, ... · .L.V>CU. '"-'"" 

Government. "with respect to 'possible cooperation ·-in 7'P>f'111irP>A ''"..;,, ... ,,,.~ 
The question of post-war ·immigration into the: Union _ . meanwn:ue):: 
raised in _the South:'Africari House· of Assembly;':hoy;ever:,O:in 
intrOduced ·by ·a majority party:'member:calling for large-so 
immigrat'ion' to 'which'. an. amendment .was added specifically. 
Such. a·.res.triction ;was said, to be -favored by· the ty 

~political parties; .. · Another: aineiidment provided ,for· i m•mi•:rr•it.iori·-··oJE'": 
·'orphans- under ten years of age II from countries 

the Union have spr1lng. 11 Debate, on the prpposed:_.Le•g1.s.t.ac.l.a•n 
to be ·in progress· (Dispatch No~·-483 .from ·capetown .,, ... ,,,_,. 1 • 

•, . ',' .. - ,;- . .,._:,\:-:~b' 
-:, -.-; ,.-._-· ;~-' ;:·' .-· .. _,.-



.,:··:/·. '',Li;'::;:.; 
··;;.••:-·,1: I,-,. 

;bl; . ;~~~\!;;:'' '.};;','~:,' 
· -~·-: .... ~r/.·:·~-, .·. -:. :_'._·.:~,{~2-~.-~,:;::;_•.~~-~-~\.·t.'_l_ ·J_ ..... ):~:?:~:-:}; ;;.;_':,-,_.. ·-~ 

' ·._·_-.·-, .• ·:.,~,_--._·.·.·,::,; __ '·,'.:_:.··t_.·_. __ ,';_'::.·,:_._ .. ·:_-.·.·._·_·.. . ' ' ' ··:·: ' .. \' ·-/::;1 ; .. ,., ·~;_.;-,_._ ·.' -; .. ! •• 

.·_ · ·.: ~L~~~;;}~:: · ·. · ·:' : ;~\i![~~~~{~;(;?~~::';·-::·{~t':f~{~_J{.: .':} ·_, • c· ~ 
·:; .·,_;,t;+According·.to• reports·:trarisinitted ·from u~pJ.<DID!l«J.c 

.. officersjin · KunriJing'~:~Sian, :arid,' Chengtu; . 
Chine·s~;<toward '·the•,,entry- of _,wa_r.!):·efugees. is :geneJraJ:.J..y .,.,,,,."'"''""' ,._,,,.,." 
or: tlie:-:;tremendous\;'relief problems faced. by . 

. respect':.-to' its own'(homeless and'destitute 
·doubtful 'if:. the ·Chinese reaction:: would be:f'a1iTOl,;:._l:tle 
proposar··iri.vol'v:ingi;,tlie···.a.c;eptanc&::·and · 
refugees.; •:_. Moreove~}!:.transportat:i:on facili 
said-to be so limited\tbat any ·refugee traffic:. 
seriously With- the :importation, o:t;._essential .. materials ., :However 
as is known; .there '':is:;'nci specific .bar to the' entry pf Jews: and 
re:f,'ugees,frQm Japanese:...occupied areas into·imoccupied'China;' 
any cases been repo:r:t'ed of the turning,_bacJc of siich'refugees'•atc:cnle,c,·,;o:.:.,:)(:~,,,, borde_r_s •. -.-~-- · · · ·-~·.::-· · · -·"' · ' ·· ·· ·· · ·~· ·' 

·,i_ •• •· i·l:;~:::J~s·~~i~li~ <--; . 

. It. was stated' that no J ewishproblem exists 
The condition of retugees generally::in both occupied 
is reporte·d to be serious, but not more so than th<it 

. themselves. There is said to be no evidence that , 
maltreat refugees in occupied areas, a statement·~eem'~''g"-~ 
by the report· that few if any refugees in Jananes•B-IJC<!U:i)iE:d:. 
appear to. have mad~_any effort :to-. emigrate toun1occup~·ea,: 
No. 2345 from Chungking dated March. 22). ' ' 

.·:-:.-- ',t '' 
The Chinese Miri:f;·~ter for' Foreign 

made by,tbe U. S •. 'Embassy in Chlingking; ·subs~'-'"'~""-~-'. pled1gei~ ,lGh<i:;'c:oll•pl'e.t€ 
support of: the Chinese-·Government::-in· the: 
care. for' the victiiris' •of· onemy op:Pression. ·. 
the Jews and other: minority peoples. of Europe . 
homeless· and ·wandore-d :to China." . · Hirticularly ·:·~ (r8,ti.f'y:ing: 'to/tllie Qlti~tes:e,;;t 
Government was the. ment.ion of .rescue arid relief. for. 

' .. enemy persecution',uincluding the victims of' Japanoso 
No. 2436 from Chungking dated April: 15). · · · · 

. _:: .. · ;.. ; '.: ~-:-f. ·. ', ; .-:. ·'·. ~- . -~.. ,. ' . '-. :-_ ' •. ::;~ '~ 

,. 
1'. 

l,;.•_·.:. · __ \. 
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COOPERATION WITH~OTHER· G~~S:· 
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-~ ~\.~-::·!::_; ·····. 
' . ,· ':1' •). -·. ETHIOPIA .. ' 

, .... , . ;- ;(i:}:·wr~s: . :~·r!\;~:i:~c-i·. . . . :: ... · 

···At:.;: ...... ·tJ~j~~~·.: .~k~i;;i····: 
, , ''/~;:,j.According+>to lan; airgram.'from the. U;S • .UI~g<~~Jcon 

·- .. • reprEis.entations.::a:nd·repeated inquiries····have .. -··-- ··­
. ·' any·:'st'atement·~:',from::,the :-Ethiopian. Govemmeiit :·< ~orJcElrnlin.g· 

. which: it . is . prepared: to<cooperat& iil the rescue· 
·:and·. other persecuted miilorities .: ·The· Vice Mihister' 
.however; is said. to have .informed a member .of; the. Legation·•s 
: that~ since, thai, country is. stilL engaged in recons o;•·n·,,..T:~ 
the assistance:'' it: could'- afford refugees ·is necessar.ily limi 
gram No._ A~20: from .A.<l.dis.Ababa dated May 24)., -,+" 

~ < -.. 

.) 
'i 

,:_.:- ,· 

-;::: ·.;•' 
~-, .. 





,''I-.:.,>·;' ... . --: .. ·: _· ·: 

. COOPERATION WITH~OTHER GOVE&'IMENTS: 
~ . .f 

r ~· . 

-·::: . ; ~; . ·,. ,. 
''\'~':.;~--.' ~ "1·-· ;~ .• 

. ;·~·-1· ·, .• ._!:\: . .:. -~ '· ·· .. -~; :,:_.- -~~-~--

~:l)·1i~*';·;f{-.: .. ~:,:N%~·~i:;%< .- ;>\;'{:.~f!-~::,_: ':; : _ . . .. · "·· ':·,: ·, 
· - . ·In the' Board 1s· odginal:comimiilication to MadridAmtbassad·cir•Hii:v 

' ·. ~ . _SPAIN 

was asked. t6 ··approach/the. Spanish;: .. Government, ': explalri 
(• ? , · U. S. refugee. policY';:i''and·· ascertidii. ·the extent; ·.. · . 
•·· ·. '')'>;:.(;' · pared•tci'~cooperate .(Cable· Nci. 20?/to :Madrid dateu~:Ja,nuary:25 
·· -':::~:r:~~itL. ment #l'to. IV B, General'Instructions _to u, s-.. :Missions)-.·~,: J.!,,,.,..;:;:i~.>-,,, .. ~,~~#;· ;~!::!i~1!E::~ffifi~~~~~:::~"FJ:;f~~· vn:e:.se.us·~·· 

.·.:;·;· ment #3·· to :VI B, Evacuations to· Bnd. through -Spaili_,:a,n(l_ 

. ·' .>1\ · -r~ ·a's~corid co·~~i~ation tll~,~~~rd sugg,~s~~rihat 
(, ___ .,,;::,' the possibility of Spain 1 s relaxing her: border conl:;rol·sp as 

more refugees' arid of Spain I s making a public announcement. ·.·:·:· 

:···._· '• ,· 

ingness to aliow refugees to enter:the country:_(Qab'le No•~ 
dated February 18; see attachment·}J4 to VI B) ,'\'.Hayes in:+·: ,,;.,,•···iinn•;·,..,;t·,.t~ 
that he felt these steps might not .be desirable;: · ,,· "'"'"1""rl .;~~ ......... ..-­
that any approach to the Spanish Government should: 
that government to request the German authorities to ~;~;;,;.; .-.,· 
liberal policy in issuing exit permits allowing 
held territory for Spain. He questioned, hoi'!ever, 
opportune for even such a.limited approach (Cable 
dated February 28; see attachment #5- to VIE; see aJLSCL,Jl,ll''gram--.l~·o~···'.ll.••J 
from Madrid dated February 15). ·,· · · · · 

' -' .· '_. ._ .· : -'~---· .. _, . ' . '·.'~/-·--"·. ,·'·, 

On l.!circh 18 the Board cabled';to-' Madrid . . 
issued by· the Treasury to_ the American Jewish'• Joint: . 
covering:certair.i evacuation operati6ns(Cable.No.;752 .. 
l1larch 18; see attachment -#6. to VI :B). '.Hayes declined 'to vL:<o<-m•1u•·" 
license· :to 'the JDC representat:i..v~ in Spain (CablE') ~o• 997 
dated.March-22, comprising attachment /17' to VLB; se~e' 
Evacuation of Children from France·:to Spairi andiPortugal 

: ' . ' . •. ;! ; ' -~. ,• . ' ', . ; - . '. 

-. In imother-communication the Board r~qU:ested,'tli~ 
Span:LshGovernmerit to.establish·reception_c~ntersfqr 

(c~nt.). 



:th~ .Board 1; wfllingnes; 't~ in~ke financial 'arrangements. 'for-, 
. and, to assume responsibility for transporting refugees froni> ... 

Spain~"' The Board has taken the position that immediate arrangements· .. , 
should be made for, tile remova::!, of refugees in Spain to a camp· set up :'·'·' ' . 
in North ·Africa, even though such· removal might have to be on an··involo..<, 
untary basis, inasmuch as the removal. to other areas 'or refugees · · · · · 
in Spaiil would facilitate the desired flow· into neutral Spanish ·ter.i'i;:., 
tory of refugees in more. i:nmi:iient danger of death. :. In response ·t·o . 
request, :~he Board also tindertook to clarify: the term n,.., .. · J .. uu•ua.~., 
removal" '(Cable No. 799 ·to Madrid dated March 23; ~"'-'·=~=:::::!~f"' 

I >.\'IJ..,.,:,.\.\t\.!,0 ~ ~ ~ ~,--tJ,::~~~' 1 .'. , 00
1 ,'' -.~~ I • J ' 

In ~·~~pl~ Hayesc .fur~~m'ed ::th'e Board that l:ie feels 
to further,<the:evacuation of refugees to. and through·Spam 

, put into. effect _untn;iit .b,eCOlltes:apparent:'that 'efforts tO,·. u.J.IllU,Lai,B,;' 

influx of:~refugees·will''render insufficient the facilities 
for their·'care• According to Hayes the facilities available - ·-vrla~.,.~Er~·· 
Blickenstaff Is organization - ar:e adequate to cope 'with' present..· .. \ broblems-·{: 
and have· the support· of. 'the Spanish. Government•; .The :1atte1', ih 

. Opinion; WOUld l00k With disfavor UpOn 'the pla!l OUtlined by the DU'"-L'IU.o.>':•': 

(See CableNo. 1195 fro rei Madrid .dated April 6. )· · ·· -· · .· 

With t:~spect to th~Preside~tls.statement.of:March 24, Hayes, 
-: . ,t,§ported that a_ copy ;yas :transmitted. to :the Span:i,sh. Ministry of 
·.Affairs~ vlith the request that it be given the fullest, measure: 
licity in Spain. The only mention reported to have been made­
subject iii the Spanish press to date wasthat containe(f'in 
dicat~ article appear:illg in Madrid Newspapers (Dispatch No;' 
Madrid dated April 5) : · · · ' ' ~" · 

Early·in April the Board acquainted Hayes with 
Latin American passports'project, particularly the rAhortMl rlA:n~lrt;~ 
of internees from Vittel. Hayes was asked to make clear 
Government the fact that this Government expected Spain, in, 'the 

. ·-(':;'.-' of humanity, to do' eve-rything possible to save.· these people ;\vho · 

._ .. '; __ ~:"·:.i..:_·._.:,/_ .. ~.:',:_i .. :_.·.~ .. ::,, threatened with death through no fault of theiJ:: o\vn_. '(Th~' ]3bard 

. . .. ically requested _tnat Hayes ask the Spanish Governme~t· to ;act' """n,rnlnP'L.v 
•.. " . .,.,. .. ·in Madrid and in.Bernn; and·that>inst:ructions be. given 'to orJal1l·~s,n·: 

,.,,,,,.( .. c!:/J:,(,_ C~~~f!a~~~ • ~2B~.~l:~fd.~~~:~ 1~;~~-•',i~)~le ~-~\.po~;~-ible pro 

• >\''.':''(, Hayes subsequentl;V'.advised the· Board 
·_ \~ . Spanish Government had been: made and that this.' approach•CiriCluded repre.:. ,. · 

:,.):,;-:,. sentatioriswith respect to the return of, the 238 internees from yi~te1 ;: , 
·.:'·;·A foreign Office .official is reported to have stated that· the.Goy6rntnent • 

- :':;; · ;,· .. : of Spain had no 'information on tho reported deportations, although assur.: 
.,. c:'•,it,:·'-' ance was said to have '_been given th~t ~n- attempt would be made to.'1earri · 

·•·· .• (cont~) · (J~i ---~- . 



the facts 11with a .;,iew toward endeavoring to arrange for. the .,.,.T.mr-n.-·n• 

those refugees. 11 {See Cable No •. ,1397 from Madrid dated '.April 21:· 
.:·;.• 

On April· 27 Hayes 1 atte.ntion was again dra?m to the urge'ncy' of th~ '· 
matter and he was asked to report promptly on any ,i?rogress made :ili: . · · · 
approaches. •. Hayes was--also advised of' the Vatican~ s·. ef'forts · to• .work, 
relief measures· for· the. mternees in question •.... Hayes· was asked ::to·· 

.. · · jointly·with. the Papal ·Nuncio.• in• Madrid; or on his ovm;• if j . ~u·-···•·•·•· 
: ·t;K.\•_were. not :immediately·forthcoming;:in pres'sing· · :extend·." ·.~..._'""'·..a.y 

,,_-~\. ,. ··i: protection':through the Spanish .. Ambassador .:in. ·.No . -. 

.:~:i/.liladrid d~0ft fPr~~·:~~Ik\!~:~fH('h?t:~, .. ,~:-.... · ..... '· .. , . 
.. .i:(•:•.:-'!:'. ~ · Hayes-. subs equentlr: transmitted' the: text of . a. 

. ','~;!'\\:_'.:: Spanish Ministry of: Foreign Affairs: fu this conneCtion:·.· 
· ::.:};!;): in substance that·since Switzerland is chargea with. the;,.,."T.''""r.' 
-.:-;;;;\::'·'Germany of._ North Americ~ interests,•·as well a~ ·-those·or.the 
·c:,:s-~:'i; · the South American Republics, ,except for· Bolivia and;Paraguay,:· 

·.{.:{:.· ·be advisable. if the Board 1 s request· were directed to: tlie Swiss Go·ITeJ•nritim.t 
. ;)_·:_.:;_~.--'.' Gn thus avotiding any mt its.hintderp:eta t~ont . whicht. 'mig~t. ari~~ should. the ., y•mJcs':l:;: 

. overnmen carry ou . e es1.red Jn erven 1.on. ·. ·· 

:: ~f1~:. ·.. . Cha£g/ d'Affafre~~Butte~o~th ha~ '~eported t~~i;·i fureply; 
·;r(''. ·, · .. formed the Spanish Ministry that· representations have, in fact; 
·/,... been made to the· Swiss Government on this score. · 
. . that the request· addressed to the Spanish. Government had . 

on a humanitarian basis. He also indicated that there was. 
··Heve that .. 'the Vittel group contains a number of. ·persons. holdirlg d<lCUI)llen-':\i'<: 
tation issued in the m•mes of the- governments of certain American,·nt•J:JLLU,l .. !-c'"'··'''''' 

· with whose interests thtJ Spanish Government has been en-J<rusted: 
No, 2459 from Madrid-dated May 11). 

For further details with respect to these negotiations 
Recognition of Latin American. Passports.· 

·. '(~_y:_:_:_i> · In an ~ffort to': encourage th~-~ Sp'anl~h ·a:nd 'Port~~ues~ GiJ,vernniejn.t:~·;,:;1~9 
,. give refuge:; to additional refugee_: children from Frarwe; this . Ga,ife,rn:me,n:t:>.:.· 

· ··· .:· · ; ' has recently: authorized· consular. office:r;'s· in Spain· and ·Portugal 
up to l,OOO·irisas to such children arriving during .the ;first · · 

· ' , of 1944. It was requested. that· the appropriate Spanish;author 
advised' of these• instructions. ·Hayes was also asked to 
Government that the Board will undertake. to arrange· for''· 
may be necessary. to provide maintenance for refugees f,'rom .. 
arriving in svain (Cablg No. 1oog il'l :Lfa.ddd da:l::ed .Ap.r.tL1~; 
2, EttactiaHon. a!'. lJI.d.ldren Pro.;. Francie to spain .!md ·I'o+tuga.J.':o and_ vijD 
Evacuation of abandoned • Children ;fz:om France to Sl'l:i.tzerland). · · 

(cont.) 



In. th~ attempt to- forestall deportation and almost certain 
some 400 Sephardic J:ews,· Spanish nationals residing in Athens, the· 
asked Hayes to app.roach appropriate Spanish officials and enlist their , 
aid in obtaining Spanish recognition and protection for the refugees con~. 
cerned (Cable. No •. llOS .to Madrid dated April 21; see VI F - .3, Recognition· 
of Spanish Jews in Athens)~· .. To date~ no word concerning ai'firmative 
on the part of the Spanish Government or even·concerning representations: 
by Hayes that such action .be . taken has . been received.· . · · · < 

. For i~ther det~il~ in connection with the problem' of 
·.from Spain see VI B, :Evacuations to. and through Spain. and .t'o:r'tllga•i).,(;!l.llld 
'VI B -l·through'VI B ~·4, the·latter being specific·proj 

rescue:·of .. refugees·~.·.: ..... , .. '·'· ;~ \:. ... . '· ,: \" 

S~e;;,:J~X II~ ·A,·:'~ppbintmentor· Special Rep;e;~~ta~ives; 
account:there of .the proposed special mission· to Madrid 

on the. Board.' a· behalf, . . 
:~-;.;·<-'. ~-- ·. ·, ~ .. ...:·. -~ ~ 
···----~: 

:., -: 

·,,_ 

·._. 



·.CABLE NO. 799 TO MADRJil FROM THE BOARD 

March 23, 1944 

·- ·. ·, 
: .·· , . I'Tith respect to your telegram of February 28, 1944 no. 68J we .. 

. .. "cji,:;;~ . appreciate the comments and suggestions with respect to ·the War, 
....... ,, .. ,., Board contained therein. The War Refugee Board vlishes :to point 
!·· :,~'{.:~Yx~;;.)Camp lifautey will not be. the onlyhavem to which refugees can be'.T'.'Rmrnv·Rn.·• 
,, 'i:i;:;i~~;;.!;: from Spain~ .. The Board now has negotiations in progress for other·. 
l '::;/;'(\l~·a~d you should assume and may'advise·'the Government of Spain tha . 

c{'f.;~':"'W'if WJ.ll be removed . from Spain all refugees from occupied •. areas . . 
· ,·l::>i'}\Spain. The. Board was pleased to· learn that no obstacles are' being, JJ.L.a..~'"u'"·'·'/r 

:,;:';;,f';..:.:.by the Spanish Gover11r.1ent in the ••ay· of stateless or other ~-·•···•m•o• 
'<;~~· 'ing to enter" Spain. from· France with or without proper papers and 

'·,, ·i<•:'Board hopes in the future that Government will follow a . ~::·c:· in that regard.. . 

·· ..... 

·- .. ,. 

The Board knm·1s that the number ·of stateless refugees entering · 
Spain from occupied areiJ.s is extremely small at the present time but.·. the 
Board desire~s to infgrm you that it is taking vigorous steps at the .. •· 
present time vis-a-vis Germany and the satellite countries which it i.s ; 
confidently expected will stinrulate the flow of refugees into Spain and ·:. 
other neutral countries from occupied areas, The Board will continue· t,o, ·t .. · 
take all possible action to this end. In any event, in the 6omil::tg · · ;,·,y;: 
months v1hen the snoVT melts in the Pyrenees the flow of refugees il1to))S'(~ {:(<' 
Spain is certain to increase. · >' ;c.:h''' 'i ., .. 

The Board believes that Spain is most likely to receive 
n~ber~ (yf ref'..tg8e-s this canine spring as a result of the pres sur_~- -riO~f:..-.­
being brought to bear on the Axis. The Board is extremely desirous. 
the Goverrunent of Spain be relieved of as many problems as possible··. 
nect.ed v1ith this influx, including finance, supply and supervision'. 
refugees. Therefore the following plan of· proposed operations · 
is submitted by the Board for' your· consideration, advice and. ·cc)iillilel'iti'aii)d 

·such action as is ·indicate'ct. · 



. ' . 
the Fr~nch border should the volume 

·'warrant~ ''·-At each of :these centers ·a supervisor with "' .. "n''r'L"'~'"'~-
work should be inytcharge. Each supervisor yrould ?ave a s~~l: 

·There would also be attached to each center a med~cal off~cer. 
. . . small nursing staff.:·. A import-ant member of the 'staff .ot ' 

be ·a. qualified, Security. Officer . approved· by tbfj' _ ' .. · ·_r lPr">.,..+.m•m~r/: 
. These Semrrity Officers vtould be attached to•the recepticm-. 

_workers instead ·or being assigned. to. the: Offici~ ,of.' 
tache .in, the· Embassy:·,· The dual responsibility. of 
to scre~n refugees: in. search; of possible;, enemy 

bomi:ride. refugee's, information of'a rirl.litary 
and.':FigueraS. ,ara\tentative;ty suggested . 
locaiith~s rriay'.b~'"'agreed' upon: .. ia: tar . 

those· 'crossing the.';Pyrenee·s ,;'1\\.\< . , 
':- -~;~\$)!::~.' ~-:; ~-; ,: :_ "\ \~-:~?J.h ~~-;:.;.. _ .. ~::(}··\\i~ -::~> ' ' ··_, .... ';;- . 

The Board is or· the.'.opinion· 'that these. centers 
rather than. the' interior .for.~the .following reasons:>,.''· : > 'i"/ ::- '_ .,_. ._:~~:i:'-{~j: ,- -~- .-_'. , .: .. _-··f~~~::.';-:;\:' ... -:_ ;; i - . >", __ : _·._ : .. _:~,. .;--~-.:"\-: 1_ .- ~ .· 

(l): ,'The nearness :or the centimi to. the frontier would 
the time during which the refugees would be in th,e.' 
authorities. · · · · · · · :-.-

(2) _·_ Th13 refuge~s; ~:illrequir~: immediate relief iri..'.:r(;,~d, · c..~.uy.tu.J.•g:;. 
· and medica!~'httent:i..on·· once they have crossed the 'Spanish · 
· of them will have previously been in hiding in Franc~ and "'~,··~ '- 0'-e-
jected to· the strenuous travel over the mountains· on c foot, --,..-.;..p,,d.aQ' 

would be, kept out of the principal population centers, -~"'"·. • ""'" 
as far as possible. The attention paid ,to the presence'.of- retflllge(e1;t' .. '11rou 

>'also be reduced by the remoteness of the proposed cent'ers;. 

(3) The location of the centers near the border' ·would-
close cooperation between the staffs of the centers and the 
frontier officials. The refugees ·would remain in the cente;rs 
long as to assure medical officers that they are in condition·· 

· <:~:'g};0_to allovr.for preliminary security screening and to · · 
~· :;:,~J:~w:w.ever travel ;documents. might be needed, . . ._ , 

~\~~-~lr~~;~;rom ~~~;i!~e ~:=;c t~1~~r!~ · ~r~~~~ a!h~!;i~~~u!:ensu· R"' o.L" 

jf;~j:;')'~~th<i.t the Frenqh authorit-ies will assign to the r P.F>nt:Ar~J·c::g_;., . 
. :;_;;,r ·,t~. special details; quaiified officers to screen the 
,,:-·,:~:cz:)and to affix to their .trave'I .documents the necessary.: . 

.. ' ·· ·· the problem of screening, ft is of course possible and: probable .,._n,,.,._, ... _., ... __ ,._ 
.(·.·>-··.- eneey agents may try 'to enter Spain as re:f,'ugees; .Theirefore it . 

'-" ';":/desirable tlUJ.t vrhen enemy agents .'are .identified; by the 'Security . 
\;~- . ·>. . ·-C~ont.) · . , ' . · ,_;: ·:c ·_-... ·· 

'I. 

·;; ,-',. 

' -~~~,;ffi~]J&.<~ ,_-: 



such id~ntification not b~ disciosed in Spain but the ~gents .· 
•,.to North Africa for apprehension. 'This policy has been used 

with respect to enemy agents and it is clearly preferable -.that: un•ev•.:.ce~··, 
held in restraint in United Nations·. territory. rather• than be 'at 
in a neutral country.. · · .... · :. . ·' 

. ~' .· 
. . .- ' . . . . ... ·. . -·: ' , -~: .. ·i\:·. 

. It· is requested that you report any objection· which 'i>':r,-,.,-,,,t.lii·rik'."in,...,: 
·be raised by the Sp~sh Government ~o the establishment· 
. in the foregoing manner·and to their- financing by the Board 
for operation'probably will' J:>e provided by·priv8.te __ ---,-_--,-.. 

States- As wilLbe noted by you;' this- plan.:PedU<~es· 
responsibiiity :' o.f·-'the. Spailish Government~': Your "'"""'Pol'1T. nn ·.wlh .. ir.hP•'I" 

staffs;, of, the centers; shoUld be· known: to' the' Spanish Go·ITei•nni,en't.'.:~Ls 
. ' employees• or . the: Government:' or' as representatives. of . .amt:r:l.C<UJ 
'private weli"are organizations will be· appreCiated by •the Board~ · 
dentally, -~he. American Red Cross· is >reluctant to participat:e. in 

1.'lll.'? .. ,:mE!raLtion:s•· of the centers;at this :time.· · '· ,;::,., :_.,-~'·.;_.·• · · 
--·: ~-:·~:·:. --· . .,_:·_·::·:·~·:_{·~~> . _--~-!'-:~ --.i~:--- _ - ~-- ... _:.~;!;:'-: _;r~~~:!f·- ·: 

-~-1 • • 

· .. "' 

Clarification· of.the~meaning,of': 11involuntary.removal11 of. 
: was requested by you in Section I ·of your· telegram: of: · 
No. 683. We anticipate.~that many"of the refugees ·will: wish to• ,..;n,,nc.o..l' 

; to other areas than North Africa onqe they· have escaped from''uu<l;UIJ.I.CU,•·., 
·'.areas. However, :flheBoard feels that it is un9-es:Lrable tha£,· 

· refugees remain in Spain; They should proceed to North Africa: : 
· they may make arrangements for travel elsewhere -riith ·great~r: · 
·for themselves and ID.thout embarras-sment to the Government· 
. :which might be caused should they remain there. It is nr.nm>s"'n -~nau-r···--, .. , 

the frontierofficialsand policeauthorities direct 
the centers;·.providing them ·uith permits to .trave.l only. 
of apprehension to the nearest center. · 'Je hope that the· r,e. :ru:get~:;~-,,Wil.t\-~ 

· be advised by the Spanish officials that their presence in 
be tolerated only so long as they conduct themselves in 
this program •. After arrival at the centers, it will be 

,. the refugees that the Spanish authorities have released them· 
·care of the centers• ·,Every effort would then be mad~ :'to 'coJrlV:m<'"·' 
·refugees that the. travel of' other refugees through' Spain• depeJad:s' ilplm\.jl!;:j~·/• 
the rapid. departure from Spain of those who have already: '·.,n·t.,~·ed 

· niight be further explained that· after leaving· Spain the .. ,..,,f',"""'"' 
be under the :care of UNRRA officials rdther than 'd:l.i-ectJ.yun.deJ•\:Frencll:i::', 
control. It is believed. that such· apoiicy will assuri:vthe ' 

. voluntary departure f'or North Africa· of. all refugees. t7ho · 
.in crossing the Spanish border if' it is' handled skilli'ully 

· resentatives of the Board, · ' ' , ; ;:'' ...... , :. ;: , :: . , :;:·:.:::.<:::::\\::·: 
The Board hopes that you wi1lgive your prompt<personal 

to this proposal and that yoi.lr comnients and suggestions wil'l ~El ·-~~·~·~~ ...... ~,-.. 
as soon· as possible •.. : 

Vfr.r and State Departments have approved this cable. 



_:April 6,.. 1944 

.. 

. '; -

·.{.· .. ~_,·,·.·.·,::;_.~;·····.·.· .... i_·.· ... : .. ~ .. ;_·.·.~·-·.:?i::·,:_:' ..• ··~···_i .... ·.··'::··.·.'.·.. ;'f(' ' ,, .;::.\i: .· .. : ;:. ''.•>.'.>i. . :· '!'"":·\ ., ;. . . . ' . :. ·'· .. ;•:····;:(. ;:. ; 
':-j;;\~i(;!.v·::l,i>r do !~i· ~==~o~~ai0~:~:~:~~;ui~ -~~- %~!!g.~o~~~~e~ui~f~ate·d-,:,.;:~+.;;,.~~-:~~;:;;;2;(l,:· 
,;-.t;ot: ·:any such.plan.:of operations as .that which:was· prpposed.. T1 

'.(:·~;:: ·inessaga numbe:r-'(;799, dated. Maroh 23 until and 1,1!11ess .it'be 
~l_:.::j·' ,clearly evident that -the War· Refugee Board 1 s ·efforts: to 
'' .~::\;, the. exodus :of unprotected· and ·stateless refugees from,.ue_r!!Ul_I 1~_c •cc.up~ec 
·:.~·;:;}}r .~erritories,~.will. result :_:l,n fact· in;,an increase ... in ·the. number 
.• ;:. : :15' ' . fugees' entering Spain.>sufficiEmt\to. tax the. facilities 
/;.:'~)}... . exist for.;their care.' -~My• strong recommendation is that .the 
·.: !}h~;j ·;~ttempt: to .take' fUn.' advantage. of ,·the. already proven facili 
}!_'i;;:;f _. ,,,•,are already: :i.n _existence; in the form of Blickenstaff's · "~<:Jn_ "~lrl-•·:'·.'i'·"" 
. '-;:-.: ;<.iJ:;~~:';qstead of endeavoring to se:t;up an elaborate organization on the . .. 
'\ ··c·/:'~:.:c; that it will be justifiE!d by future· developments,,:an. assumption w~ .· .. 
i · .•. :,:~;··:';; :w_ hich ~.·am. ·,. n. o_t pre. p<tre·d· to .. agree as_ y.et: Bl~ckeniit.a:er_ .. 's orgam..· ~ .. a· tion. ! · ,,·,~ ... ~- ; .shown 1.tsE!:Lf -:to be· fully capable of cop~ng w1.th the prob:).ems wh~ch have 
j'\ .,, •.;q\(arisen s6'~ar"iri connection with the care of stateless refugees imd' ~t 
' · J, ''· ••: ;-·.'.·has also already obtained the confidence of the Goyernment of Spain.:· 

··-; ·.;:;· · i It is ·essential that the wishes of the Soanish 'Government in the· 
,- ;:\;\''~ be not disregarded inasmUch as the. succe~s of the activities,•.p(. 

' :;~:/::(\;: Board in Spain would depend in a large part· upon the. ,n_.~-_.L~J~grll:lS·B .<J.L,;·CIJ . .,.;·:.:_.•;:;,\', 

;. · .. :'·:',·,_'H':\'.; Spanish Government to--cooperate and although it would quite va·~~~ni!.~'Y 
····:·:;·::.recognize Blickenstaff as a representative 6f the Board I ·can. 

';:·with assurance that the Governinent of Spain would. prefer· that: 
work be left in the hands of Blickenstaff and his organiz 
Government of Spain would be suspicious of and disfavor 

. . on the part of the Embassy to set up in Spain such an u.L'"""''"·""' 
: .. ·.;: is envisaged_by the Board so long as the problem of stateless .,.of'n.o.o,,, .... 

-~<. :, >::-'(,i:;·,;,, . can be hand.led adequately without such an organization and an' .-+-'"""'"''''::: 
;::~~ ·xX:!({~$:\: :effect on other more important obj ecti vea .. might. well ,be, ,caused. 

::? :;t:!;!.\'(':); an attempt; ·i~In· the absence of' any apparent need fo).' the-pres 
•I 'i;i:;(~(:·· ~he nume:ous, personnel.,mentioned by the Board; a. :equ~st. for aclmj.S~Jiclli·:''F 

,:.;:-;;;::.\;:' ~nto Spa1.n. might ·ror· .. example prejudice the adm?-ss~on of other ·m•m.arl-

. "' :·.YiV~-;11el whose l.Inportanca .·to· the. war. effort is more direct;', · : 
-: _:··: ·;.~~~;-~)-~-: ':~. ·;. . .. l ·:J:,~;. 

· · ·· • · ·· . ·If the existing facilities fqr the care of :stateless and . . 
· ·,, ·. ~·'.\?f( refugees' shouid be· overtaxed ahd if a situation should develop in: the ,, . 

·. :\::3!·~h f~~:-~~~~;~iYB~;~~~:;s~:,:n~~~~t~~s:~!~e f~~ti~~~=~\~{-·f~ai~ t~~d t~a{i ... ;··· .. 
r(,·e.. ' ., ' ' cant~ ' . ' .":·· '· ./'~/'·': 

·~-"; ··c . . i·l ( . • ) • .._. .DECT;~V~SIPirm< .. , : -
~Lnt-o D•·w-· ... · · _ ·_ ,· 

: > ~ ,., J,r.!tU::J:, -Z·11--7n 
lJ., l' .I. . .. · ·"'. 
~- '· LPark, 

•. .c-•u.:......._JU 

. ,, .;:~;.i .. ~~~~i;J:,·;; .;,~ .. :, ·;;i,.t:iii'iNJ.;~~:~t'i.t~t\i1;);:jr,:,~~<~inj!R) ;: ;;;F:t~(::~(~~,i-~:. 



no good purpose 
·· ··' · the Board until 

The _efforts of the Board to assure further destinations 
' . these refugees can proceed s~oUld be of the utmost 
';·,..arrangements· made for their:care within Spain. During ·past 

-;_;;'·'::·'most important·· single obstacle to the complete· effectiveness of .oJ..J..<O.n.t:u­

. :<\:(;,staff's work 'has been the lack of .such destinations. It .is, to 
.. ·:'i:i:h;if~~in this connection that :the French authorities have rejected 

;, :t':~~;f1.~;fourth of _tile,- Fedh~la. applications v1hich have been s.ubrni tted 

Il1~orlh "fJ%{\'~L/pprovol. <• . ~"' 0 

' , 





; ,., . 

· .... 
.·•:'' · .. TURKEY 

····;; 

. ,.-~·; ::~-: .;. :. -·. 
< .:._;_ •• :,:~:; •••• ' ••• 

.. '·" . . . . . ··.:.·. ·,:- ··:~,:· . 
.-·· .. , ~.-:··:~1,/(:·.·:,·,.-:.;: .. ·· ·:·-~·· .. ·:<~·-.Y:-.. ._.'·:·-·'_:, __ .. · ':.~~-. . · ... · 
· •.:_ -:.'. · ·.At ,the instance' of:.the Board· the Turk~sh Government 

. to encourage· the _eritry· bf more. _refugees from Bulgaria:. ;.tl.l.liD!lll:La:i.,!lllCl_;o 

Bo.ikan· countries by '.relaxing border and other. controls_ 
.. • publicly',that the entry Of refUgeeS .intO Turkey' WOuld be f1PY'tni-t.-h>il':_':·'',';.~'h 

·, Board also ·indicated . to the _Turkish Government tJJrough aumac:;Bia<Jcur·.:.,;, 

-: .hardt'.that it would.·.take all measures, financial and·otherw:j.se/ . 
. . . - in_ evacuations to Turlcey, to ma:intairi refugees in Turkey, and to -

-., for theii:- removal elsewhere- if such- is desirable ·(Cable No. 146 
-dated February 25> see at;tachment #1 to VI C, Evacuations _to and +"·~-·-·-" 

Turkey).' · - · 

\;-Followiilg' the .appearance in U. S. newspaper~ 'of an 
dispatch to the effect that a high government official 
dicated that Turkey was willing to cooperate viith the 
and Allied diplomats ih assisting Jewish refugees to 
the Board asked Hirschmann, its Special Represen:ta,._, . .,_~- ·•~-
full information on the Turkish position. Hirschmann 
as to 'the desirability of publicizing the Turkish 
(Cable No. 142- to Ankara-dated February 24; 
Hirschmann advised the Board that such assurances as 
given should be considered "meaningless until they have. been 
by specific action" by the Turkish Qovernment, Steinhardt . 
urgently recommended that no publicity be given to possible: 
operation inasmuch as ·any such publicity might. cause the .. _ . . 
ment to feel that it had already sufficiently placated Ame:dcan' public · 
opinion and thereafter-. lose interest in continued cooperation::.(Qal:Jlef .. · · 
No. 345 from Ankara dated February 26; see attachment 1/2)•, 

Th~ • Board advised· Hi~schinann that, while ·it vias\~ ·rsene~ai·',·,-m·ec•m<mt;· _, ... , 
that rio publicity should be employed which would. in any way iD.terfere 
the res,cue· of. refugEies, publicity gtven to real acts o~ 'ccj~peratiali· · 
neutral countries might- be helpful ifl inducing assistance _from other :: 
countries. Hirschmann-was asked to.informthe.Board.of 'matters>iii:this 
field; which might properly be publicized . (Cable No •. 19S to_·An~arad.a,ted 
March 1?; see attachment 113) • _ · · · · · · ·· · · ' .' · · ·. · 

(cont.) 



. ·In a report submittedin response--to the Board 1s 
cable (Cable .No.'. 68 from Ankara dated Jammry 25) Ambassador ~1;einll•ll'd 
stated t_hat for the pas.t ·•two years the Embassy in. Turkey has been en.aeavor-•-
ing to f~cilitate .the transit of Jews from the Axis countries thrcnigh .. " 
Turkey en route to Palestine, but that the tv10 major obstacles hav~ been 

. the unwillingness of the Axis countries to permit· Jevrs to depart···and- · 
difficulties- of transportation. He recominen<:J.ed thatthis Government' 
_be of assistance by guaranteeing to the Turkish Government that .if: ' 

'· , Turks made a.'vessel. available for evacuation work·. imd it were 'lost 
. would be.replaced immediately, or by·arranging to make a ship tl.v:aJ..j ltl.u•J.e':< 
. .for evacuating refugees:. L He further re~commended that this r.a.uAT'nTnE'!Tit.' 

bri):J.g to.;:t;he attention·:. or:~ the Axis :peoples the fact, that 
mately~be; held'accotintabli{ for their:- mistreatment of the··Ja'ils. 

· · '-(Dispatch:: Nd.-:·574 from Ankara dated February 20)' •. ·-·: 
.-:-l~S:i;<~x:-; __ ·=~: .. ::· /t·-:·:·~~::,~·~:·:~~~-,>J;:.~---- · ·-... -~:.:-~' __ -.. ~~-:-\{;_:· -_-:· --~ .- <<.:~_··_:_,,.-. _ .... -.. ,~~--~!- · 

· 'According: to Ambass.ador.Steinha:fdt, the -priJ1CipaL 
. ·refugees· froni.cthe -Balkans: to and' through Turkey has not 00'':_-H,...;•.·:,, 

· . reluctance' ·of.·the l'Urkish.Government/ to. cooperate but. rather .. the . · 
of the authorities. in the Axis-controlled Balkans in preventing 

~~~.'~1!:/f•if0>::•-:: .refUgSSS, from departfug;,frO!l\ these ::countrieS, \'!hils '• transnn·rT.<>T.1 nn 
a·major:Pz'oblem :L.'l·the evacuation of these refugees; Steinhardt~o.Yin.~.,.~.-.. 

. that the'.Turkish authorities have authorized the issuance of many more. 
~tlit~l~i~.Gii1•;:<- ;·~ transTt visas and has: offered to provide rail transportation. ' 

fa~ many-.'Jnqre ·persons, than have been utilized .until novr,: In vlSl<- of . 
Tl.u7kish authorities, he said, feel that 'it would serve no useful ,.,,,..,.,,,.;~,;·,· 

. ··::,c-. to discuss'the possibility of. additional visas ,and rail'.fa:cili 
· establishm€mt of refugee camps until the facilitiesof.~l'lred '-------·'"-~~"' 

utilized (Gable No. 380 from Ankara dated Marc::h -3 .corriprising -~~~~!.!!.< 
11.!±) • •. ; . . . . . ·, . . . 

Reports from Ifu.~·~hmann indica ted that the -bdf:tl.en~CI~ · 
transfer of Jewish refugee ·children· from Bulgada to Pales'tine 
had be<;ln broken (Cable No. 388 from Anlmra dated March 4; see a 
to VIc, Evacuations to and through Turkey). Continuous efforts 

~-~--~-;_) __ -~;.:,1:_:_~·;::_·:.~.~.-_:_·_·,;_,:_:_ .. :_:_~.~.;·!_,_:_:.~_l.'~·.:_, __ :_~_~_:.:_,:._:··. ~,::!:;'~~:;:;:" s~ ;:,.~;"(::!P~;"~ !:';! :;;:~m!~t:vili';!:.. )':'~It;I;.r 
,,1 , -.·. . in 1~~·~1ith the:.Bbard 1s poli~·; cif bringing·pr~~s~~ io·b~~t:(;L 

satellite governments. to desist from abetting perseyutions, a -request 
dispatched to Steinhardt. (Cable No. 177 to Ankara dated March. 7; see,v 
-1, Approaches .to .the Satellites,.and attachment#2thereto), as-viell. 
to . othE:r U .• ' S. Missions; ·asking· that certain -informati(m be relayed. :~;ru .. ·atl"tt·:····•;.•·:• 
such channels as were available to the Governments of Bulgaria; .R11num:La', 

Hun15ary;. · · · · · 
·•. -'•.··' 

,. 

(cont.) 
''"·~ : •• > < 



. -. . { ' ,_. . . 
a further attempt to· induce the Governments Rumania 

to cease persecuting Janish refugees within. their borders ;J,nd 
them to. depart, Hirschmann, with the consent to Ambassador , 
discussed' the refugee problem in those countries with their Ministers. 
Turkey (Cables No,-440 and 499 from Ankara dated iVIS.rch 13 and i.rarcti·< 

.. see attachment #2. to VJ: C ·- 1, Transfer of .Jews from Transnistria 
Turkey, and; attachment '#28 to VIC, Evacuations to.and through·~ ___ ,__. __ ,, 

. The Rumanian Min:ister·.took the matter up with his government and;Hn~sch-' 
'manri.was:.advised that'the Rumanian Government pledged. itself .to f 

' tate )n ,every possible·,manner._the emigration of Je'ils and.'that ''it' 
'trarisfer,ali.Jews ·in Transnistria .to Rumania proper·. (Cable: No,: · 

. :Ankara::dated March 16;. see attachment -#3 ·to VI Q: -'.!.1) ~ _ 
ports· 'indicated, that', this transfer_,'. inVOlVing l)lan;./ Cl,·L~·IUOi<UILUtl 

.· ' .•. ~~:~~I:r; i~1~~;~1i~J:i~~~··;:!Ji~~~rdt'', take ·u; ·. v:i th.' the' ~ u~· ""-"'" UIU·V'tHu-

'' ment; ,as'a,:test. case-;"the·'matter of .two refugees unable to 
Rungary-.to' Palestine. because of. their inability· to procure 

· · visas, despite the fact that they had. Palestine< certif;i.dates and· vL'aH:,..._,.,,,,, 

'>visas for all other' countries through which they .-10uld be. required 
(CabJ,e No. 272. to Ankara dated March. 28) ~ · 

_,·-

' ilith respect. to the President's statement o~ atrocities 
Jew~; ::Stein.hardt .advised the Board of wide publicity in the 
Baik:an press a."ld over the radio. Information reaching St,einhard 

... cated that' the statement made a deep impression on the .PE!ople 
Balkans and central European countries . (Cable No. 568. f;to[n'-
Mareh 2.9). · · · ,_ · : .. · _ 

According to one communication from Steinhardt; C1.1~ngthy 
appearing on the front page of a leading newspaper of·'Istanbul · 
the Turkish Government to take all measures possible to aid _Je~'rish. ·:. 
refugees from the Balkans in thdr efforts t; reach Falestine('c(Cable 
No. 597 from An1mra dated April 4). \'< ... ,, 

. A 'comprehensive report cin the refugee situ~~:i.on'as,,lte~~x~~·,irl 
TUrkey and the Balkci.ns was fornarded to the Board by Hirschmann be:fcire · 
his departure from Ankara.. A detailed summary' of ob'servationd> 'con-: ,. 
elusions,· and recommendations Yras _also submitted. Cenelo:'lur_es to .. Dis-<''' 
patch No. 596 from Ankara dated March 13). In a subsequ~nt c:able i;he:,:: 
Board 11as advised .that' the Turkish Government had· put ·intq· effect. a..;'>.? 
plan of evacuation of refugees from the Balkansr.by rail via 'l'urkey,:·:\ ' · 

·''C:. · this plan having been agreed upon before Hirschmann'.s return. ;to the · 

lit~t5',' ~~~!"£,);"'"" (oa;~a No. 643 f~m t.nkm datOOAprU )0; !!om attaih.; 

. ~]:;.~~~- , (cont.) 
'\< r ') 



' ' 
·efforts of Steinhardt 

-·~ivhig aboard three·. different ships -.the "S.S.! 
which mads .two voyages,: the 11S.S. Maritza, II and the· 11S.S. Bellac . 
were permitted. to land •in· ·Turkey and proceed to Palestine. A 

· 907 refugees wer13 evacuated during April from Constanza across .. 
·Black Sea -to Turkey. (See VI. C, Evacuations to and \;hrough Turkey 

detailed .. summary of __ these, operations.) 
·-:.~-._:-;·:r~~:·'~ -- ._-._~;~:-. ::.. . . -· . - . . . 

Efforts':·:;'¢. tire' rurkish'Foreigh Office were 'enli13ted iii 
obtain Geririan safe-conduct for. the 11Tari11 through German Ambas 

von Papen Ankara (yable ,No. 726 from Ankara dated April 22; se .. , 
'<;:~··~":'•/.J•:· -.<:-~,- ·· .. - _: ____ . , ••. - ... ·., .. __ :,\;, - :i !·•:·1; "'.·''-''·'-"''''"'·' 

"-·c:.+;"'i'Y·"'·" ,of: Boai-d:r.epresentations, Turkish repa:triatea··,.,.,..,•.••.·"'-·'' 
ce.·arr~Vlll>!'·.Lrom France iii groups of 50 or so ai1q. at"'"'!SU..I..CIJL':'!c 

from Lisb.ondated April14;' .see· VI 
temeirtt'>i~~,.~l\u~~j_sh Citizenshfp _,to ·Refugees ill _France),::';.~:,;,·: 

.,.:·· '''"""',_,-~;?-'-.~ ~ .. ~- ~ · ~::,:-; -:.r.~·~i~i_~:~-:t_~:-r. ~-:-.~.:-~:~~~;t ::----\~~:~ t. _ _ _ --:., -_\'} i\2~ .----<:.~._-: ~ ;--/~~ :;::· . 
. a 'resolution 'vras': introduced in the House i of RPnl"P<I<>n' 

·.ucm~rre,ssman Bloom,':chaii-man :of. the House Committee 
• ;_,;,This ·resolution called. upon> the Secretary' Of .Sta . 

. , the'_Government of:Turkey ·uin the interests of humanity 
·the entry'_into f'urkey of refugees, who 'ean escaue frq:n the Nazis 
establish ''in' Turkey a refugee camp. ·in· which 

·:_ly .sheltered·.'\ . -- · · · .-
. ·-. -.- ----.:-:~~A>'i ·:~ . , ·-·'; -<·-
·. •. ·Ambassador Steinhardt was instructed to give this. 
tion such.:icical publicity in Ankara ·as· he might find 

, use it, in: his discretion, to bring·further pressure 
.·.Government~: >{See Cable No. 583 to Ankara dated June 29 

ment #6;, seE/"alsoGables, No. 51JJ<to London; 1282 to Sou""""'"_.""• 
,,.,_,.,,.,,,-,,,.,,_to illadrid;!.•2228 to Bern, and 1861. to Lisbon, all .of the 

;'_ . __ ,_-.,-·.. ·.-·. .- - .-.-'· ' 

. ,.., 

For m~;J detailed information concerninr. negotiations -,~:i-d/ · 
Turkish Government designed to facilitate the evacuation of 
from the Balkans by land and by sea, see VI C, Evacuations to 
Turkey. See also III A, Appointment of Special Representatives; 
Transfer of Jev1s from Transnistria to.Turkey; and VIC 2, Rescues 
Hungary and,th~ Balkans (UOR). · · · · ., 

... . '! ·.- -~' ~' .. ·. \ . . . 



-~-
February 24, 1944 

;.:.·: . 

. ·:·._.!.;_:_, 

· .. :::;:--:~r~~-: i~·. . , . 

TO ·smNlfAm>T AND HIRSCITh!AN FROE THE VIAR REFUGEE BOARD. 
n'rs,reported here in the papers that a high gove:rrunerlt: .. offj 

in Turkey .told the Associated Press on February 1.3 that Turkey was.' 
willing to-cooperate with.the Palestine Commission and Allied diploma 

. in assistirig Jewish refugees to leave.the Balkans. Vle would appreciate·,.· 
. immediate confirmation of this report •. Please give us full information.· .. :· 

· at once on the. present position of the Turkish Government on this matter~· 
, -.. -.. -. __ ---': . - :. . - : - .· ---:-.r.- :\ <."-;""'. 

The War Refugee Board is desirous of making public the cooperativ~ . 
atti-tude of neutral countries on this matter, and unless you perceive 
some objection, we would like to be in a position t,ci publicize at once: ·. 

·the attitude of Turkey. . . · . . . ,' '···· 

It is extremely impo;tant that we be kepf currentl/":ihformed 
, all develofments i.n. Turke;r rel<>t.:ing 1'9 i-ll~' iWl;i.Vii.i-ii.vii ·.vllll 
. ngy~ ~~vg~yga numerou~ inQQisiga from priv~t@ ~g@TIGi0 
above mentioned press report and have· been ai'!aiting. 
to ·its accuracy. 

STETTINIUS 

. I 



CABLE NO. 

February 26, 1944 

Not paraphrased. 
'.·' 

... ,·, .. 

. '' '-i1~~:~~/<; 
. _ .. :.~~(!~\ir~~:~;(--- . . .-." . _ _ _ --· ~-· 
• :.,.I arrived: in Ankara on February 14. In the -intervening· 
have; sent· five ·telegrams Nos. 282, 286, 295, 306 and 314 

Hfull information on ,the present position of the·. Turkish Govei:nirlent'!::an,d_ 
have kept.the board· cilrrently informed -of. all developments in TUrkey' .. · 
relating.-ta··its activities •. Those ·telegrams natconly informed- the board 
fully but: contained detailed suggestions of action that should be 'taken 
by the board to support cUI: efforts here. Thus far I•have had.noreply 
to these telegrams. 

-~~s to-the· press report published in United States con~.er~ing~~ch 
the board has been awaiting advice from me as to its accuracy, .may· I . 
remind the· board that press reports sent to the United States fr.oni . -
Ankara are nat shown to Embassy or myself andthat·Americ~ newspaperf:J 

.''.~_-.· /.l_,_:,~_-_:.·_·.'~~--.-'. _-_ •.. __ :_··. __ :~! v~/t:s:e:~:ie~;:t!:; ~;e:u;~b~~:!i~:~ar~~ur T~:l~:i:s;~~d!~ir~,.; /. 
of the Associated Press with whom I have talked today states ;that the·•:";·. 
press despatch sent by him on February 13 was based ori an ;intervievr witll 
Dr. Herdog, Chief Rabbi of Palestine who had previously talkeQ. with ail.>· 
official of the Turkish Government who among other things revieweil .the 
situation in Nazi controlled Balkans and urged the need for a 'ilhip to.· .·-······ · 
leave Constanza under safe conduct of the Red Cross to transpott-.thousarids_ 

r~t~t; . . of J~·::::: :: t:~::t::going it ···~ d"irabla that t~:. d~~t:, 
:._·i• __ :: ..•. _~;_·_-~-~:-.~.(:.~: __ ;_·_~:.'.·:_._.;_:_~_··_--~·-_:.~_-~._-_;,_;_;:·. ___ i_•_; . ~;~~~~;~l8~:~d ~F;:;~r ~~~~::~~:w:~E~:~~~ ~:~~:!;~:~:~~t 
'·, ~ . to the casual remarks of an individual government officiaLto anewspap¢r .. 

---~j;._~;_,~~ .. ' 
,o.; 

. ..,--;~ \·~; __ ·" 

:i~;~~ (oont,) 



_,·· 

::. ,; ·.1.~; :l~ ;;.~~~ ~/~~- ... : 
: :.:t¥~iV~ 
~/.i/~.g\.! ' 

~!i'; 

2 

GJ\BLE N~. ~45 (SECTION TwO) FROM ANKARA TO THE BOARD 

February 26, 1944 ;_ 

-\f~_i_:' ·1_! __ :,~3,:: . 
. . -~ ·,::\~~ -!~ .. ~~:!~---:- -~-: ~-- ~· .. ~ ~ ' . ·. . ._·· . . . -· '. · ... -, 

spondent, 'in"thatc·any-Turkish official speaking to an IDI'"rJ..c:wr. 

. newspaper::correspondant would obviously assure hini of the 
'of Turkish_ Government'._to'do everything within its power to 
Boards' objectives;'' Such assurances. intenil.ed. to obtain. f'Avo:l"RlJl A 
licity for Turkish·.<Government in the· United States··are' meanin,glelsa 
until they -have be!m implemented by specific action by .Tuirl<:l.sh· Cfover:Jl~' 

• - ~ ·i.'/ri ... -::.: .. kc) .. ~-~ ... ~,:.::.i:L:' . ,:-..:.;;i;,i.''. :~" ---- . . ;; c· • . t,,_,_,,;:.:;_;· .. ·1·J; •• 

Referring to' Boards ·desire to' 11 publicize at once the . _ " 
Turkey11

• " Ambassador. and I: urgently reconunend no (repeat no publicity 
of any kind be given at this time. to possible Turkish cooperation. ; ·.: . 
Any such publicity may cause the Turkish Governme~t to feel that i~:has . __ 
alrt;lady suff'iciently placated American public opiriion, and .. thereafter to, '· '· · 
lose: interest in continued cooperation. Furthermore, it is important. ~ 

·to note that negotiations are going oh from day tp day·wi:th Turkish · .,., ... · 
·officials and that as they are none too· enthusia.stic. to c:).o anything•for::, ;·> 
Balkan refugees they must constantly be prodded and.r:~mihded _tha~.the .. ::·i,, . 
possibility of adverse publicity in .the United States.hangs over .thEiir;\J'?,:·} 
heads. It seems to us much more important at this time to get JeW;ish c,:; '' 
refugees :out of' the Ballcans into Turkey and Palestine than; _to'--!ir'aisei_the; 
Turkish Government which has thus far contributed little- -to our 'effort:'!~' 
Premature publicity on this subject in the United States fav6rable to••- · · 
Turkey is more likely t.o be harmful than helpful to our efforts; 

,~-:-.~}!7, 

·. STEIN~~ ,•;;\/!::·:; (_;~ 
•' .. ,·; 

. . DECT.ASS!Io'IED 
, State :~~pL: l.ci.t?r; 1·11·72 

· D;y &'H. I';uk:a ·~,-·~·~--,.;.~..;.:,\ 
. 't .-

.1~/P~~::;:i·~:~\di.j:·~:.:~~\:', . .,.: . ·:i:,;_J!r!.11NriM'!m!;i~~~1~sifi~!J~i!~ 



... ~ -'' 

.March 13, 1944 

ATTENTION OF STEINHARDT AND HmSCHMANN .. 
. -.---: ''•<·:;· .. 

.. ~~·; : ·';0~~';,f~;;~{ifJi' .. . ·. 5:1::. 
It is·stated. by you'that the. Department's 142, February 

tted when the 'press story r3!'erred to was the Board 1s O:lly. 
mation on the situation.in·Turke;rand before reports were'received''from 

The Board has greatly appreCiated your suggestions for action, and. 
your· full reports have received immediate attention.' We advised yoli'of ::. 
steps taken by the Board in our cable numbers 144 and 148; GeneraL in:..>. 

, structions to Hirsch.maJln were contained in cabl~ no. 120 and suggestions,: 
for the approach to the Turkish Government were contained in· cable no;. · 
146. Information from the British for Hirschmann's attention with. ref< 
erence''to refugees who may escape to Turkey was contained in our cable . 
no. 147 of February 26 ... At the Board'·s suggestion, the Br1tish Foreign 
Office has-instructed its missions abroad to work with memP,~fs ofc.Ame:d-" 
can missions in carrying out the program of the Board; ·'''''' 

• .: ,h . ' ·' : •. ~-i.: 

The Board is actively engaged .in' following up other _suggestion:{' 
which you have made. Strong representations· are being made .through_: 
various channels to Hungary, Bulgaria and Rumania on the subject',of' 
their treatment of .Jewish and other refugees and to bring pressure mi · 
these Governments other methods vlill be utilized. A cable has bean· 
prepared for transmission to our mission in Moscow and is now be1ng·· 
cleared with the War and State Departments, which outlines the Board'.s,.,· •. ,, .. ,,. ___ .. ,,_ .. , 
activities and details the problems which 'have. to be solved •. · Harrim"!-ll.'.· . 
is requested in this· cable· to· advise. the Soviet Union .. at once of ·tJ:ie· \!;': .:· 
Board's activities and·to obtain its assistance· not only in·spe'citi'c:>'c' 
_matters suggested by you·but·in the: program generally.,: This; capl_e will 

., ·1 .;,. : be repeated for your information to Ankara when it .is actually _trans':":·; 
.,. ; ; . mi tted. · :: . ."./ t . 

•, ·.:J':.:;_ The Bo,U;d is in agr~eJnent thS::t ~i, publicity which interf~res vdtJi> 
iJ; ··:· the rescue· of refugees .or in any way impedes such rescue:'should be .. - · 

employed. There is· no intention .on .the par:f; of the Boa_;d:to. publipize: ;' ·::;!,-.;\.; 

::~~-~~:·: 

(. 
•, 

< (emit-.) 

... · 

. _- ... -.:.:.:;:f.gi!:V:1:.;r~u:;i~t£i;il~~kf::~iM;rh.;!NvJ~~::-;it~:;i:;:•.~·:.•· 



~- ' " . . . - . . . - . ·; \ . . 

any expected actions of"cooperation by the Turkish Government 
~:··~".: .. / r is cOnvinced that4 the Turkish. Government haa tak~n 9f~ectiye steps:_ 

.'.
·.·,.·.·,•.;,;.: ... ·\:,; .•• ·.: .•. ;,~.·.~.~ .. ;.;·~.-.:.':.:,~ ..• :.:.'.·.· ... · ; ~i~o~~n~i~!~:tfo~~: :~i!:. ~~1;o:!!~~ :: .~~~~~. na~:;:~!~·~. 

>~'· -. Board desires to restate its view that appropriate ;publicity•in :1-'"'Jc;uocJ.u 

,\ .. ·features 'of the program can be of enormous help. : •·•''\ . , ·· · · · 

We cite one ~;i~c~. :'A~.'t~~·B~ard's request,. the owi 
a campai'gn :·directed ·specifically\towards · the ~satellite;. go'ITei~nnrent~>:jJl·· 

·order .to· . .'press home '.to.• them.: and their people the :seriOus . 
. . take of·.:their collaboration' with: Hitler in the 
'-_.and~ Other• minoritieS, ruld OUT, determinatiOn through every: .iJU"l>,l.U,-L~,{tU.l..CI>' 
.. ' 'to rescll:e these .pnrortuiuites::;;~.J:ri ~c'onnection with ~ther featur. 

program,.publicity. may. also prove ·helpful, particularly tha . 
itself .:\·,To illustrate, appropriate .publicity. given. to ·Sincere ·,..·;.,t.d.:·.'n•P"•'•'·~'·''' 
cooperation ·by• neutral and other· Governments may· be extremely · 
in certain cases in'<securing assistunce from.other . . 

· ..•.•..•..•.•••. •.~ .•. :.~.·.~~~\;~.·-.L.l·,·;·:·:··.·.··: ... :.·.······.· .::i~~~:::::::.~h::::::::~:::::::;::7::::d~b.ev16el5.o. prn,eh.ts·:\~' 
.·· -~ representatives -in the field, the Board intends to~number. i.ts 
. ."".,.. each representative 'consecutively commencing with th:i,s cable;; 

refer to these Board numbers in your replies to Board. ca1Jles •. , . 
please: nilmber consecutively all of your cables to ,tlie Board •. : 

• • • • • , •• - 1 ' -: •• , - __ ,:,.'. 

The foregoing message is War Refugee B~~d 1 s· 'I{~. 
is in.reply to your cable of February 26, no, 345. · 

HULL 



. ' . _. :_~! 
·,· ···.·:· '·" :.•-;" 

·.· .: 

; .. ldarch .3, 194 

•. /; 
·., .. _,. 

·. :,?{1·1~:/L···. :-: .;;'~.'," ·:._:> .. :,·: ... 
':R.;:yoU:r;cable No.l46oi'February-25, 

'• _:-.·.:-:l~.:.,.!.~;l_·_ .. ':_ -.. ·.~_.·. :.-·:t.\' .. ~ .; ~~··,. ·-.. -~·. '. . .. . ·, 1 . 
. : · Jtid~iii;i' from :telegZ:~m~ .. which I ~have receiv~d ·and also nJ.rs•cmnarl, .. J. 

appear~;::;1'J;at the Nai' R~fugee. Board is. under_· the.: ~is taken 
· the;. pn_ncJ.pal obstacle •to: date has been· the TurkJ.sh Go·velrl1llner.Lt 

. . tance .. :.t;o \.cooperate.>. This. is not so-~., .Our greatest ;t_c):'::cia1~e:-h(lS 
. · been. the ~Axis. authori tiesj in .thB-·'Balk~ms ·who refuse .:to 
. , -J emsl::i/:i:~fugees. i\·'Al thpugh tr~nsportation ,is'~'\ of 
. problein;(itiis. not;, impossible .to~_ solve it so long :as it'· 
.·bring ab01it, the departure ·,of. J:ewish refugees from: the oa . .J.K.am•·· 

· .. cre~si~~~.,~0'~e~~~ :··,)::~:}·~·;;:.;~\;.\·: / <;~: •.. , . :., .. . . 
. ··In r_egard, to ·sea• tranSportation, negotiations have 

into with:,~he Minister of Communications with whom ,I :.~·-"'··-··~"" .. 
, Ue discussed .. -the proposed purchase of the SS NECAT by the War 

.. Board at· a\'cost of approximately ~400~000. It· is contemplated, . · 
· ship will' .lis'' given as 'a gift to the Turkish Red Crescent after"the ·com.; :.;·1 . 

pletion of.'·the transfer. to Palestine of 5,000 Jewish refugee · · · 
from. RoUinaiua .:Wider the:·aiispices of the International Red. · 
purchase price'.'of this-vessel is estimated to amount.to 
it would· cost to carry.,the 5,000 children on a charte,red 

. hopeful 'tliat_if this ship·is donated to the Turkish. Red Cre . . . ... 
society may be pursuaded' to continue to use the vess~l to carry:~:.:> ' . ' . . . 
additional-refugees after the completion of the transfer of. these\5'1000~ · . :· _, ., <'· > 

Re evacuation of Jewish refugees from Roumanian or Bulgarian por~~' 
the Turkish representatives are amenable to reopening negotiations re-.:. . 

·lating'to the chartering of the SS.VATAN, provided that suchneg'otiaO:':;::: 
.. :-tiona are conducted on the basis .of. the guarantee _of replacement;.' · · ·' 

:·vessel: in: case.' of loss~ . · I have made such a guarantee to the -Tu· ir' :ld.sb(\/' '::.'":!.'<' 
Government· in ·VIriting •. :;·' · 

" . ·.·. I str~~ly urge. tha~ a Swedish vessel, p~ti~\WU-ly ·:i_r' 
~;;~ • ·in Near Eastern waters, .. be chartered at once .by the. War o~ .... ~,o-
i': ,,,-,_ ~,y,_:;,, and sent to Istanbul as soon as possible. The 

/i~~( r::.:;~· ,!~,:c~~:~~:'~::::~:.:.'u~~:;:~~; a 



Re rail· transportation, the Turkish authorities hav~. ,..,.,,n,:~>n 
portation visas for 5,000.Jewish refugees on their way to tine but 
until now, because of the reluctance of the authorities in the Axis oc- ·. 
cupied countries to.grant exit visas and because of administrative de­
lays, only a.small portion of such transit visas have been utilized. 
Bulgaria has very recently relaxed somewhat the restrictions•which· 
hithertofore have prevented departure of J~rish refugees. It is hoped 
therefore that unless new obstacles are encountered, it will be.possible .· 
to increase the refugee_!Uovements to a large·degree, in t~e ,near future.; 

·:i' '.'··. 

The Turkish authoriti~s'have authorized the issuance of many more: 
transit visas.and also:have-offered to provide rail transportation 
itl.ea for. many more persons ths have been utilized until now. ·:They are . 
of the.opiirl.on thatuntil~the visa and rail facilities already offered · 

' have been,.iitilized~ it. serves no useful purpose to discuss the pas · 
ty of additional visas and rail facilities or the establi'shment ... 
refugee camps~- The Turkish. authorities. have assured me that when. the .o· 
visa ar.d.railway facilities. already offered have been utilized they. will . 
be prepared· to enter into ·.negotiations. for a further increase .in such.:_;.·. 
facilities···:,. '· ,_:·, ,.,_ ........ . 

~~ . 
This whole subject matter has been discussed thoroughlynith.the 

Minister of Communications, the Foreign Office and other high Turkish · 
officials. I felt. free to do this in view of the Department's opinion· 
that'.these.discussions are unrelated to the Turkish role .in the war~ 
The policy of this Government, of which the Nar Refugee Board is an 
instrument, has been made very clear to the Turkish authoriti~s and I 
have felt free to press them for the most complete c·ci;operatio'n. :~ . 

·;.'fp.· - . > 

In the short time that he has been here Hirschmanhas ac~liired a 
complete grasp of the situation and is extremely activeand diligent;·• 
It is my opinion .that in the past tv10 weeks considerable prog:ress has : 
been made. 

STETI~!WIDT 

, .. -··' ·: ' 

·. DECI.ASSffiEU · . 
Slnh~ Tl.:!!'L:L~Ltcr, L·11·7~ 

By R. H. p.;ks Dnte~ 8· 
; -~ ' 

{;; •. : .:.:.-~ ..... ,• ,J, . ',, :;·~: ~' ' :; . 



CABLE. NO. 643 FR0!1 ANKARA TO. THE BOARD 

April 10, 1944 

The following message is from the Ambassador for the 
Board and·.:is. number 32 from Ankara. 
.. :.Fi/::·. . ·.>· ' .. . .. . . ·. 

. . .. · I have· been. advised by the Foreign Office that the Government 
·.Turkey has;.now put into effect a plan for. the evacuation of the. 

gees frorn ·the' Balkans . by· rail via Turkey which was agreed upon 
·Hirscliinami:left and that'three. 11 convoys 11 have already departed 
Turkey· frorii-:Hungary ~ · · · · 

.- ·,\:-·:~:~~;:·~~·· ... .:.\'=. 

Please advise Hirs~hrnann 'i.~-tat- his plan is 
when he arrives in Washington. The details of the 
before the board by him. 

'l; 

STEINHARDT . 



June 29, 1944 

·--.'; 

. Co~gressman .Bloom, .Chairman of the House. Co~ittee 
introduced the·follouing resolution in the.House~· 
. ~.~~:·.~·- .._ ~1{,: . .( ... -.. : - J,·, -_ - ,:?:-·::<:~·-'<~_:1·--- ·: ... 

-:. QUOTE"•Recognizingo that the United States'Gcivernment has 
'its.dotermi~ation to.t!Ue all measures rrithin:its power to rescue' 
and othor·yictinis·'of, enemy oppression 11h0 are ill imminent dangerc; 
at the hands of NazJs· by its actions; and · · · 

•.• ,'!. 'i 

Recogni~ing.that full advantage has not boon 
. opportum tics. for. the· ,evacuation of refugees in the 
through Turl:ey; . be it -thorei'oro Resolved: 

That tho Secretary of State be requested by tho House 
· of the United States. 'to urge that the Government of Turkey facilitate, .. :· 
in t~9;;interests of humanity, the entry of refugees 11ho can •. escape from ... 
the Nazis into Turkey and establish a refugee camp in'rrhich such persons · 
can be temporarily sheltered on its territory.,,. UNQUOTE :, · ' · · 

If it· Hill be helpful, in your discretion, 
may be used by you in bringing further pressure on 
and given local publicity. 

This is WEB cable to J,nkara No. 58 • 

. HULL 

P.y R 


