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PROCRAMS WITH RESPECT. 70 RELIRF-A :
AND THROUGH SPATN (AND PORTUGAL)
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ableiNo, 1120 dated-rqbrziarya;z;ﬂ'-s'ee'III;:A,\ :
£ Special Repms’é‘nta.vtivés,iighd:_a.__tj:achme t reta);i
as. sent ,'fjto,-Ambaésador:,ﬁtéiﬁhé:dt,_:r: >q U [ T '

‘Turkish Government. effootiyelimoa:
: ‘ugeeéiby;f_r'galgjci"na T

culties ,c')f’:e_v'zg.éuat 5
-the Board of: ‘any measures .t
that shipping ig availap
ment m“l) el '

-+ Beforo*this’ messnge: redched Steinhardt, a cdble yos receive
‘Hirschmenn pointing out the ‘desperate necd for a boa
gces from Constanza to Istanbul, Ho s
8,8, Vatant ‘

s -since
private Shipping - it hag refus
charter agreement unless

the mtte:p-,.was:discuss“ed'v ith
Of the: War 'S hipping Administrat

sec” attachmenti"_fg}
e
bsequently:

-DECLASSIFIED- '
Btate Dap tten, 1 é-g .




with -the. Russian Ambgssador :Ln Turkey concernmg Russiats:help 'J.n,break
Ang- the’ Bulgarian bottleneck . The Russian Ambassador. agreed to discu:

" “the- problem with, the?Bulgarian: Ambassador “in:Turkey, ™ In: connec‘l:n.on
the: problem ‘of getting Russianfsupport. for the. .Board's' reques
Turks;for; permssmn to. _usea: shlp for evacua'blng refugees, ithe I st
Ambassador suggeste

1 to. take” “up: “the - matter in Moscow (Gable” 31
dated: February 2244 80 dttaclment 46y, o -was’ subsequently done (Cablé i AN
; G, Gooperationyy

nphgg‘ﬂcm tmg ﬁugstiaﬂ (CaBlj
0" attachment'#’?)

: omprising ‘attachrent #8; menorandun: dated February-Z
o the: Mlnlster ofiSveden to the U, S,; comprising attachment #93
-No. 148 dated February 26;comprising attachment £10;-and Cable No T84
- datediMarch 7 comprising ‘attachment #11). - Such efforts, however, prover
unsuccessful as mdlcated in Press Release No, 5 dated Me.rch 2

: nchment £12)

K

ry. 26. the -Board trans'nit’cod to Hirschr
British, -letter, to-the State Department dated. Septenber: 9,‘,'
the British posltlon with 'reapect to- Palestine” certificate

. gees:-who escape-to: Turkej (see at.tach. ent 7}3 o’ IV G lb),.' ;
~with Grea’b Britain, :

leschxmnn advn.sed the BOard on robruary 26 that arrmve
been pade with the’ Turkish Ambassador for the rail- transport (o)
. refugee: children. from Bulgaria .torPalestine’ via, Tirkey atitheirat
‘150 every ten days ,,\thus breaking'the: land trc.nsport bottlenec’" wh
had . theretofore exlsted (Cable'\lo TA aa’red‘Feoruary '
f B

> 7 On-March 9 Admlral.Land ordered :Myron Black,

War Shipping Administration sy from Cairo to: Ankara to ass:.st,lesc
with’the Black Ses shn.pplng problem (Cable No,: 180 dated’ March
attachment #14).° In'a-cable from: Steinhardt dated, Mo.rch 3

ed tha.t negotiat ns had. begun'fo :




a'c;)lst, of ‘approximately. $400,000, the vessel %o be donated: to. h

ish Red Créscont:after evecuating-5 000 Jewi

sh. refugee.

‘childre

t

Rmmni’a;;tq Palestin He-,estimateﬁcl_}jbhatl the: purchase price of? ;th'is ves
sel would ‘be’ approximately: the. same as transporting 5,000 ‘chil

vesselunder-charteriand tha
Crescent.the latterm

exthe 5,000 chi

3; seefattae ;

g -.A.Hirschl_‘naxrm.

ly reached Turkey. from’
- arrived: from Greece,
- makingto’ obtgin the

-+ Hirschmann advised. the Board on March 15 that’ th
:1s meking available :the 8.8, Tari" a 4,000~tonrpasse
a capacity of 1,500 persons, apparently in.lieu of. th
vhich was-a- cargo vessel, to evacuate refugees’fro;
bul, .‘However, ‘the Turkish Government, he*said
‘'vessel to continue with this evacuation work

.- vessel available to. the Turks (see:Cable No.®

prising ‘attachment z’f 17:and Cable:
achment #18) ... The tor:Hirs

cnarver:

urkish/Government
nger.vessel, !




‘Turkish State’ Steamship Linesfo
 voyage ‘at.not.; more :than $4,000"per:
t premiumsFor :msurance ot “the

$80 000:1f " the -insuran

ST

6’ comprisingiattachment #18) s
Board cabled 'Harr1 son: at: Bern mstr,

the Board ‘discussed: Wlth‘
tter -ofthis: Government's making:
vailable to thet Turks ‘so ‘that the. 3.8, Tarit: may'
voyages to evacuate refugees after completion of"",
Vvised him that any’ recommendatlon made by:him' will recéiveisy:
‘'consideration- evenr':Lf practlcal dlfxlqu tles are_ 1nvo¢ved
-cabled its. represe
‘Itallans are will




e ready ¥ owémbark:onitén'days"_

omprising’attdchment #18)

e egdyatg\embafk*déspiterhis

al léﬂfrqm;H;rschmann.daped Mar 7
Turkish authorities have‘agreed“to ¢
(approximat

approximately § 11
ade,’ Hirsc delays in embarkation are probable:
‘and thaiAtheqvoyage;can‘beﬁcbmplepédgwithin two months. only undert
mosttfavoréble#bircumépanées. -Thé}répresentative'inﬂTurkeyioprhe :
War Shipping Administration .who participated
for ‘the "Tari " regards the price agre inde ;
»éxisting'conditiohs.f The;Turkish?Government,-Hiréchmann.has}ind te
Tequires a-guarantes that the "Tari" will be replaced in case of iIosg
by ‘a’comparable passenger vessel, and will not’accept a guarantea
'replacementucovering‘a cargo vessel,. In view of the fact that the
"Tari® will be prepared to. sail shortly, Hirschmann has; stressed:tle
naceséityibﬁjexpedit;nggkhelGermanJéafe—conductv(Cable.No{-547, a
March 27; :see’attachment #23) . T “con ion with: furnishing?s
Turkis cwi ANLT '

bd'chartered to.the Turks, -Th
ythe British through: their.z
2 board (MEDBO) Y. i

from the Inierngtioﬁél Red: Cross
essels, the Bellacitta," ‘the
" wactiia, b

i

; vy‘ : %
i)




The Board,cabled ‘Hirsehmann. concernino the use of ithese shipSt
f230 dated. March 22- gee ‘attachment #24)‘ Hirschmann' replled tha
taken no action’ w1th -respect to the "™Milka" and “Maritza" as th 1t
national Red. Gross had- obJected to-the ‘use’ of these! vessels- upon h
ground -that ; they were. unseaworthy.A With respect:t
he stated jthat efforts:. had:been- made tol ‘expedite, ‘her” departure Lrom
: Congtanza’ whlch had ;hean: delayed for’ a reason:he’ ‘had:'been unab

-4 eertain (Cable’No. ‘527 dated:March :25; see_attachment. #25)% 'leschmann
-later reported|that he. had’; ‘beén- adv1sed that the.'Milka" wouls
1n Tgtanbul n‘March 29‘w1th gome 250" Jew1sh ‘refug

t Constanza i

refus: admittance . o‘ h refugces_on.the "Wllka nasmuch
obtal ] 1 g

ion of’ Transnistria was) na'turned over to. the,Germans by,
‘Hirschmann!' was‘requested;to ‘ascertain whether,the"Germans’ “hag
.demand. and;1if 50, to: :ingist.that Rumania resist iti fHi : ubseq entl}
advised the!Board ‘that,;with ‘the .approval: of Ambassador Steinhardt; sihe s
had conferred on this ' matter and on the general e&stituds of Ruman
) Jews and'Sther ‘minoritiss’ with theRumanian Minister to Turk
“result of these: conversations, the Rumanian Minister tock th :
‘with - his government, and Hirschmann was advised;that the Rum
ment had: pledged;: itself’to facilitate’in every pooslble manne
gration of:Jews’and that 1t J

' Rumania proper

. ’Stelnh rdt. ubsequently reported the - substance of @ -conversatior

. ‘tween the Rumanian Minister to Turkey and the International:RediCros
representative in Ankara late in March, in which the former. advised
the Antonescu Government was: gtill: in power in Rumania,and. tha’
able: political . change had taken place. The, Rumanlan Minlste
although- during:the. preceding‘few weoks transportatlon conditlon !
become very.difficult, the: Rumanlan Government wag:doing: every ihg
possible - for, the. Jews in-it aticountry, so-long; as“the presen

+ Government,remains in" powér, 1t was averred.that: not
be molestedfby"that governmerit,”: The Minister stated’ that ag’rap
transportation ‘facilitles-permit, the Jews in Transnistria ar 3
moved into:Rumania propery this révort has been. confirmed by
refugees \arrivin n-Tirkey from Rumania (Cable Nos 581 from’Ankara
dated ‘March. 30' see VI Gie: l Transfer of Jew
Turkey)




: The Board was also advised‘byﬂﬁlrschmann that he conferred wi
J Bulgarian Minister, to Turkey with regard to the treatment of minor
especlally Jew, in: that: countryand that he had advised the Minist

ved by Bulgarian eitizens, ‘that the deplorabl

overnment)take 'steps. to; ‘authorize the'gr

iPalestine. orTurke ¢

'ich such. minorities ere 11ving be immediately " ameliorate

,to;proglde transport‘for all refugees who w1sh to 1eav i fo
N ‘dated .} R

thﬂvthe
lties,
axr

ingi

G rand” with the help’ of reuresentations
1nlsterhin Ankara,(the 239. refugees who'! 6ventuall;
S.S. Milkat
e 0. ‘enable ‘them to- proceed to-Palestinei (

March 30" comprising attachment £2 :
564 an ‘573 ‘from, Ankara dated Mercn 29 and 30)

ationd. at Bern.and. Stockholm were'dlepatched agking that th 1
‘and Swedish governments be asked. to. support, in their own names;

request of-the- International Red Cross for safe-conduct from the
Government

sel, the Board was advised by
Steinhardt that Black of the.

ar.risk insurance;on;the "3, Tari? wag outrageously high.' [ In
£ this Government'e guarantea to replace ‘the vessel, in the svent
‘Toss,: ‘Black: suggested vthat: no war risk insurance be: placed on
Tari™ orlelse. ‘that it be: covered »through WSA. (Cable No: 590 fror

Ankara;'dated April;3).i

,hrough WSA” ‘at’a. rat

oneiderably less than that being asked in
o’ Ankara dated April 8)

At the: suggest;on ofvStelnhardt'and Hirschmann,

-of the: International Red Cross in Ankara -conferred with 'the Gérman
ador von

were-: permitted.to enter Turkey. and rail:

ellacltta w which was said to be availablei'to
ransport Jew1sh refugees from’ Mangalia to Istanbul, was held up'by the
fallure to secure safe-conduct from Germany, Cables to the U..8. Le

YWar Shioplng Administration had express
the opinion. that the .premium. asked by local Turkish underwr1ters=for
o

:The Board’ accordingly‘advised Stelnhardt' hat
£: the: "Tari“,is\chartered to-the Board, the war risk will bz insure

the’ repres ntat

vho. agreed to recommend to hls govérnment

nada®

[}

Ambas~'
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that the i'Tari“_ be given safe-conduct and that.;_iﬁé German Government
y exercise regtraint-in its. treatment of Jews in Hungary {Cable No
---from Ankara®dated.April '4) L e o
- .. At the-game: time,.the Govamme}xtsf of. Switzerland-and Swed
the Holy"See were all .asked ‘ta support the request’ of the {‘Inj;ei'nati@nal

Red. Cross: for German; safe-conduct; for the "Tari
, for the Tari! was .requested and obtained through:
Moscow!(ses . Cable No.: 644 from: Ankara: dated -April
Cooperation;with Russia) ;¥ er
rn’thatPresident Huber
as. -to whether .Germa \ ) T >, torthe departure.t
Jewish refugees) from' any country ‘under:its ‘influence or. that. it woul
grant-safé-conduct iforiany ‘ships ‘erigaging in ‘such "pperations’(Cal

3. see_attachment #30)

- Although 1t wasifelt that: the signing ‘of the!charter party;for:ithe
'Tari” 'should’ be".delayed:as: Tong ad possible until more dsfinite w
with regard to'German:safe-conduct is .obtalned,, the Board has'authorized
' Steinhardt to use hisiown judgment in this: matter and Lo .charter ‘the
'ship when’and'if he’deems it advisable,.: (S Cable No. 324 %o’
‘dated" April 13,). R : :

] “In“another rﬂessage IItO'tha-BoardSteinhard’rj asked that
., be placed at his disposal in connection with the signing-of: the
party for: the "Tari® (Cable No,- 9/ from Ankara dated -Apri Ly

attachment #31), The Board in turn advised Steinhardt that this-had
been done:(Cable Mo, 324 to-Ankara dated ‘April. 13;' gee attachment #32

. A comprehensive report ‘on the refugee situation as it existsiin

Turkey and the Balkans was forwdarded to the Board by’Hirschmar_xrir"l?é,vfr‘or_

- his departure from Ankara late in March, A detailed summary ofy bser-

- »vations, conclusions, and recommendations was also 1submitted (enclosures
: to Dispatch No, 596 from ‘Ankara dated March 13)..S % -
quently reported -that-the Turkish Governmeht “has:tow put, into:effect:
‘plan. worked -out’ before Hirschmann's departure, for. the ‘evacuati

. refugees:from the Balkans by rail’via. Turkey, {Cable:No, 643-date

© April: 10; see attachment’ #5:%0:IV D .- 2 -Cooperation, with Tux:k""

In an:effort to.help compensate for ‘the shortag of Turkish
shippingfacilities, that . would result. from, userof a Turkish’ vess
evacuation operationg, Ambassador Winant in London was asked:ito ‘communi=
-cate with the.appropriate British officials as ‘soon gs -pogsible wit
view to their ‘asking Britain's reprosentative on, the' Mediterrdnean i

, 8hipping .board (MEDBO).'to ‘assist in efforts to. arrange for the possibl
charter of'an Ttalian vessel.to the Turks: (see attachment #3 to IV.C
-Cooperation with Great Britain) ¢ - “. -

- DECLASSTITED:
Stute Dept. Let
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empha31s, alternative ‘and supnlemental facllltles are also being ex'
plored, - X, commmication from Steinhardt in this connectlon indlcate
that a member of the. Bwedigh Legation at Ankara had. expressed +The
belief that a Swedishi¥esssl; ths 83-9: Bardaianda,"hengaged i

‘Greek relief- program.in theeeastern Mediterraneen, :might be made.a
"able “to’ transfer refugees from\Yonstanza to: Haifa., Stelnhardt stat q
that such ‘a; shlp could,be used;in addition: to the: MTdri" and:

'}requestlng-that ‘he takelup:
‘ ; ‘rBritish Gov rnment the. possibility of; u51ng the "Bardaland
'Informalﬁ pprOVal’o -
Lproval becomes officlal Winant EE
“the mat riap. w1th thefSwedish ‘Ambassadoriin’ London; the’ Swedis
: :to betasked to request ‘a, German safe-conduct for the
: Cable ‘No.:“3005"and - 3434 to. London ‘dated  April 15 and; 28;
Cooperatlon vd ).

: Since there- appa_ently are a sufflclently large mumber. éfug
“to. Justify the use- -ofighlips “dn addition to the "Tari" and'since the.:
obtaining of a Garman safe-conduct for the "Tari? is uncertain,’, Stslnhardt
"~ has.- -asked .that the American Jewish Joint Dlstributlon Committee repregene’
“tative at: Lisbon attemptito. con¢lude: negotlatlons -or a; Portugue yossel:
(Cable.No. 626 from. ‘Ankara dated April 8)..,TherJDC ‘has”cabled its.iLisbo
representative to this" ‘effect, and'the Board. has. asked: Hlinister.
and. Board: Representative: Dexier thére- to lend ‘all’ possible assistan
in this effort (Cable No.- 1059 to Llsbon dated Aprll 17 ‘se
Cooperation w1th Portuaal) :

With respect to further “1llegal" voyaoes by the "Wllka"
"Maritza" -~ that is, evacuations in- which.the, .proper, -maritime paper;
Palestine- immloratlon ‘certificates, and Turklsh entrance. and, translt
visas are‘lacklng,,Stelnhardt ‘has: indicated ithatif .the number
.20 beyond™500. -refugees- per month;he ‘is reasonably sure- thatrentryiand

nbe arrangéd withithe: Turkish Hinigter: for. Foreign Affair
‘as each’oceasion arisés subject 10" the limitedy carrylng caoacit
the railroad:to.the- Syrian frontle* from: Istanbul "Because: of the
recent ‘substantial increage-in:the transit to: Paleatine from “Totanbul
of ‘refugees.arriving’ "leaally," Steinhardt estlmates that thls 500115'
_the maximum-number of refugees’ ‘arriving illegally. each,month o
rail transportation could be provided (gee- Cable‘No.‘
dated Apri' 19 :




.—fn.a'cable‘foﬂ

‘replacement. of the !

jected~evacuatioﬁ:éffortsl

"625 from:Ankara. date

BN

" Iater-in April

of thelvs;is.‘Belléditta
- No 746 'from Ankara dated
--also’ adviséd. of the-safe-
Milka® with 272 refugees

May l) .,::
4pril from “onstanza
have

Alexandre
be granted,
reshipping'the-refuge
"Nations!.ship, Steinh
change would be agres
.safe-conduct to Haifa
.dated April. 22),

. ThéBoard cable

Haifa, if-the voyage

il . .

A
Ankara

Inasmich. as such a-change o

Tari," in

~land and to furni

11.8;" see abtachment #33)

on board -{Cabls No,

across ths

tte), a German safe
es. from Iskenderun,
able only after. all h

has been abahdoned'(
kB o :

Cabls N

ayed. information received thr
representative of the Jewis
ers to convey refugees fr

" (cont, )

L . Steinhardt was advised. that the Boa
" obtained. from the War Shipping Administration and

Economic.Adminigxration'authqrization to commit this' Governmen

; ale ugh;iaccordingitq
,a'few“of;them'had;Turkish%visasiand;Palestine'certificat

April 25; sée attachment: #34

conclusion of the sscond voyage of the

-Palestine,

ope’ of -securing. a Germ

i “Steinhardt: that hig action with res
proposed ‘ehange of destination hag its approval, . ¥
however," the Board rel
effect that the Turkish
arrange for coastal.gchoon

rof th

e "Tari" were to torminate at Iskenderun

from the Fore

sh:them wit
Steinhardty on

Sﬁeihharat:fepofteaffﬁé'séfe'arrivél in Istanbul
" with 152 Jewish refugees on

-conduct for-the ship might
£ destination would:involve

‘board“(Cable:
Y. . The Board: was
Mg.'s.
- 1316 from Lisbon.dated
A total of 907 refugees were evacuated during the mont

Black Sea to Turkey, ~ All of:¥
3bgen.permittedVtransip,through Turkey to 9

25" from; Ankar

actto

ough the' JDC ¢
hhgency: 17T
om Iskenderun o

'

or his:informitisn;’




Stelnhardt was asked to explore this posslblllty, slnce expedltlng the
German safe—conduct naf become a paramount issue (Cable No. 377 to’

In connectlon wlth presslng for the “German ‘safe- conductzto Haifa,
it was reported that the IRC Tepresentative had. conferred; with “von;Papen
.- on-three occasions; the:Turkish Minister for Forelgn Affairs, als
152personally tw1ce requested such a’ safe-conduct

talk;thn the .Apostolic.Delegate in Ankar:
*he has been,assured that - the Vatlcan ‘will

‘Panen in’ Ankara’ promlsed the International Red Cross representatlve,there
“that he would -send: a fourth- telegram to:Berlin requesting that: safe-001duct

" be granted for the "Tari.": Von Papen is also reported to have stated: that

" he asked the German Minister in Ankara to take up the matter- personally, .
- immediately upon:. his expected return to Germany (Gable No, 744 from Ankaras
dated Aprll 243 - . R

In connectlon wlth the Dos51b111ty that the Germans mlght gran safe:
conduct to the "Tari' more. quickly if its voyage:terminated at.a Turkish
port instead ‘of Haifa, the Board has suggested ‘to Steinhardt: that: he
“Tari-could be routed to Istanbul and the refugees could then- remaln on
the boat until transported by rail. It was further indicated: that _while ¥
the Ambassador's knowledge of the railroad situation in Turkey is’ undoubt dl
greater and more immediate than that available to the Board here,discus:
sions with the Foreign Economic Administration would seem to -indicate .tha
existing railroad facilities are sufficient for the transportation. acros
Turkey of many more refugees than are now belng accommodated (Cable: Noi.
to Ankara dated May 3) C e

See IV D - 2 Cooperatlon w1th ”urkey, and the ollow1ng.
projects 1nvolv1ng ‘rescues to-and'through Turkey: VI G -~ 1,: Traﬁsfer of
Jews from Transnistria to- Turkey; VI €.~ 2, Rescues.from Hungary -and:
the Balkans (UOR)j - and VIF - 2, Relnstatement of r"urklsh Cltlzenshlp-to
Refugees 1n France :

See also Iv. C’-'2; Cooperatlon with Russla, IvDp - 3, Cooperatlo. b
with Switzerland; IV D - 5, Cooperation with Sweden; and VB =-1-a through
v B - 14, Condltlons 1n Hungary, Rumania, Slovakla, and Bulgarla.

Dl‘ 8. A.J\»H"IED
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Turkey

Government!

~could live,

Not Qa;aghraéed.
s Dépértﬁént*s:éS,iJanﬁéiy 2!
o of February 12, :

£ The War Re)
should'be’pushgd
evacuation of a

o 'jThe‘Boardffééléfthgﬁrfhe mos
.extremely urgent’.task ig:t

possibléTnumber‘gf'refugees from Bu
adjacent to the Black Sea, and (b)
an official manner.as possi
all, that entry of'refugees

and you-are requested
‘Turkish Government with a view to
and immediate actio

refugees and its hope for full
you may, if you deem it'advisab
Board 'is prepared’to tale al
to aid the evacuation o

setting up camps:in Turkey “infwh

Pl

diels i '

:with greate

" The Depértﬁent'desirés,tb éupﬁért th
at ‘the earliest pos

n on their part,
s determination to do ever

The-Board would,.

0

CRER IR AN {
efugee Boardzhasfresqued‘x

lgaria, Rumania, and other areas’
To make an announcement in‘as-

ble indicating. what is - being don
into the-country .is permitted

cooperation‘ﬁromAthéwTurkishAGoyer
le, indicate ‘that. (a) The War Refugée
prstible'measpres,}financialgand

kes necessary steps’to.facilitate
firefugees the Board

bat one ‘ot thb projoc
effortito fdcilitate. th
upied areasto

e abé&q-program'éf‘th‘>B;
sible moment to approachithi

obtaining their agreement. to’thei plan
In addition to ‘making clear ‘thi
vthing within its

. power. to:ressu

(b} The:Board¥is; preparec

:ﬁhe*maintehancelpfvrefugeés;inuTurkey and
ta,




ing the’establishment and maintenance of these camps and the support:
of the refugees in them,. This plan.may facilitate the removal',"j;o_n ¢
pulsory basis if necessary, of Trefugees from Turkey to other: places:
such action becomes desirable in order to. permit. the entry o

gees into.Turkey from occupied .areas. -+ - :

&

L ; ‘ g and otherwise carrying ou :
; project.'}'_;_Representa;tives‘fof‘at lease some of ‘such’ organizationsiin
Turkey have’been requested to get-in ‘touch at once with Mr,. H
for the purpose of formulating

. 5 you sho

secure the full cooperation of the Turkish Governmen

Efforts should, of coﬁrse, also be made ag soon as"‘possibie b
increase the flow of refugees from Rumania to. Turkey,

. The Department ansreciates that your own éctivities regarding. this.
matter may be somevhat rcstricted by the terms of the Department!
February 7, 7p.m,., and that it may be necessary for you to arra g
- Hirschmann to take .the principal initiatives,  You: should use:y

- judgment: in this ‘regard, 'You will realize , however,;t ! ogoti
tions are on an entirely different.level than- those:.relativelito Turkey's
role in the var; ‘and that-thig Government is simply:addressingiiaih
taria.n-,a.ppea—l:'to the Turkish Government, as to other: ;
than a request that they take certain action favorabl
sacrifice to -them, s ) e

" Please réport to the Department the. progress that it is being made
in this matter, indicating the practical measures that.will ‘be necessary -

“to put the plan in'operation, -obstacles -encountered; ‘and such action as
- You think the Government of the United States should take to-facilitate

the operation, IR S L I PIREe SL N (R

f
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‘themselvesias’ symoatnetlc thus-
limited extent, " They:may ! ‘be: due to some of “the’ c1rcumstances recit

In: ealmg mth the Turks I shall rely entirely on:Ambassador
Stelnhard :

While T hOped that we would not have to avall ourselve Immy 1ate1y
of the-special authority to deal with the enemy I feel that yo
' mgton and we here m.ll be compelled to, use thls _mean

The Sa.telllte countrles namely Hungary, Rumania and ‘Bulgaria‘are
" most anxious. to whitewash themselves in the eyes of .the Allles
must exploit this anxiety at once, We must bring-every press:
to bear through neutral agencies or any other means at your dlsposa
as well as by direct contact with the representative of ‘the abov
‘tioned satellites, -They must be given to .understand-in no uncerta
terms that unless they take immediate steps which will: facllltc.te our
" work the:Allies will look upon :them as real-enemies. wh
laborating with the Nazig: Hn- thelr work. of extermmatlon and
7ill be held against:them’ whenithe war- is .over ::should. b madeselear:
to them that no apologies or’ extenuations will/be: ‘accepted
“to telegraph you more fully about. the Bulgarian bottle in a’fev

I think it uonld be helpful 1f you would ‘callionthe: Tur]
bassador in Washington to- request of him that he cable’ hlS government
the determlnatlon of the United States Government .to carry. out i
. program snth all’ onerﬂ'y and resources and that immodlate‘ aid

DECLASSIFIED
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agency Offlcla.lly doal:m« x' th transoor’t,atlon of Jewish refugees fro
11cu1t1es wlth land route bottlenecked in

3700 tons owned by Kalkawan Riza Turkish shipovmer who.. is: willing
take her; with: ‘Turkish. t Constanza to brlng out to Istanbul 800-:t9:1000

Telease, but;
Internat10nal’~Red Cross promlses to - procure safe

immediater.of fer of gua.rantec by the- ‘United States “to the Turklsh_Govern—
ment to replace ship,- Will you cable us authority -to offer this. speclflc
guarantee of, ship replacen'cnt immediately from nearest waters - Whlch ‘pleas
designate in your reply in order to reopen negotiations on this questlon
of Turkish ship.. Have reasons to believe that this guarantee would
offer basis for reooenlnE, iquestion, . As an alternative.there are’

“Swedish. ships carrying food from Canada to Greece under the- auspic
of Swedish Red Cross,  -The. exact number is unkmown here Gomple.te_, in-

- formation on thig is- avalla.ble only a.t Stockholm which I suggest?-yo
procure at once, ;
Greece to Constanza and transport some refugees, -
suggest this alternative plan, - We prefer first plan as 11‘,'
tlme J_n a situation whlcﬂ can clslntegrate oulckly. :

_Please ’advisé,'
- N -k

DFCLASSIF]ED
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- “Attached is a‘cable received from Hischmann, representativeio
the War Refugee Board jin Turkey:who:was:appointed pursuant:t
. President!s Executive;Orderiof. January 22 declaring:tha
policyiof’ this.Government to'take all measures within

consigtent wit

za, Turkish ‘shipowner, ¢

aprearss that,the)Turkish Government refuse
. into-the" charter;b
Interndtional Red’
ship from all the:belligerent. powers concerned
_that ifiwe could offer to the Turkish Government
the ship-if .lost
-Government might. p




: S R
VAR SHIPPING ADMINISTRATION

'FeBrﬁary. 23,1944
LA S

. 2 Thisdi m:iepl (to“yoﬁr; memorandum-of 'February 23y attaching
copy- of . the ‘cablé ‘received from Hirschmann representative; ofth
R«\ef;ugee' > * y

5 o : B 3
The. War Shipping'Adninistration . may,. lend; ransaction
with the approval of “the Foreign Economic Administration,” replace
vessel if. thesame .is 'lost; with a véssel as similar and from :as héa,
waters as may-be available,. The War Shipping Administration will replace’
‘the vessel under thosercircumstancés and you are authorized.to ‘comnit this
Administration to suchia.replacement plan, . -Tt is understood” that’ befors
‘-the vessel. is actually replaced, the‘consent of the Foreign Economic
Administration will be obtained and the ¥Ylar Shipping Administrationiwill.
be reimbursed for the reasonable value of any vessel. deliveredias-aire
placement, ~..%.; . - : P g

Sincerely. yours

i8]
{33
mﬁ?




the same. is.'lost
ionat:this time <o

It g VATAN.will'be insured against logs

thus .ena proceeds -of the insurance to be“used in connection;
i or.your: information,  the War R :

. ; . _'_ N : fa ~
_.-The Foreign FEconomic Adminigtration hasiadvise
. Tepresentative in Ankara, Hichel Cardoza, can be of

05 twa'wa
Either the-. Feplacing vessel could be turned .over:as. a'hormalilendilea
transaction or could:be s0ld “to" the Turkish-Government:

It is expec'ﬁed that;sou will take this opi:;bz:'tunlty to

1

7 the Turkish Government.the significance of.the-conc




‘concessions ‘from the present Bulgarian Government to’date ‘had"been
-futile, T told him. of our dntention to exert pressure on’the. satellite
s: andasked him to take paralled action, .- L e

fon this situation since:he stated that Sovist:efforts: to:secire

To On “the matter of! suppozj'ting our request _'of'i the _Tﬁrks.'i_'oi'_ permission
to use a.'ship'foz{évaé',qating"refugees, he was also pessimistic, statin
;that the Soviets had had-nc. success with the Turks in any request

OUH fithe abave’matters heiremarked that'he could not act: formall
-except tireugh Moscow, ' He suggested that you, acting for the combined

secretaries wf your board, should telegraph Harriman to request assist
wance from loscdy, He agreed to do likewise, - Please advise of your

action, *

"' DECLASSIFED
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Not_paraphrased

co Referrinc to my telegram of February 18 recardlng “the desperate‘
need for a boat immediately to evacuate refugees:from Constanza' to

. Istanbul. further explorations’indicate that; TurkSAare con31stent1

‘slow in making decisions .or taking action’ even though' we hope'¢

. ‘secure from you authorlty to offer to replace the ‘ship VATAN-in th
-event of loss. : :

Whlle I would not under anJ 01rcupstances sucges that yo
your efforts in trying through every means to help us secure “this: bqat
I now believe that our best immediate hope is.to get ahoat: through' he
Swedish Government and I .would urgs" that to. put more- emphasis.on
effprts in this direction than indicated in my: previous telegram
.am seeing.the Swedish!Minister here with.Red Cross™ ff1c1a- ‘and‘truat
you will: push action ithrough: Washington.to Sweden:with: allrv1go
you willibe interested tolearn that Ambassador Steinhardt ‘ha talk
:on February ‘18 .with the British Ambessador; whoﬁ’as agreed toisend‘a?
noteto_the Foreign Office concerning the pllght of Jews in Franc
,Turklsh,orlvln. .The note .will bé presented to one’of ;the- higher
ofrlcials ‘of ;the Foreign Office 'by ‘a‘member of* ‘his'staff who in.di
\cussing the subaect with him will indicate’that the British Government
supports th request irade’ by Ambassador Stelnhardt on two prev1ous




occaSions on the Foréig'ﬂ Miﬁister to make tl;.e neceAssary repréééntétlons
to the Vichy Government that Jews of Turkish origin be not expelled 7!
from France,  toviii o ettt :

: - Lo : i 5

% As'you undoubtedly know the 10,000 Jews were allegedly ... .
divested of their Turkish nationelity by operation of Turkish law
Ve are. importuning” thé.Turkish authorities to interest themselves to

- the’ point of -protectingithese 10,000 Jeus of Turkish-origin now -in
"+ France:t hem:from. being deported to Poland, .. -

RIS »'I~. - " NG 3
“Also I have'asked -the Soviet Embassy here:to help in the matter;
. --of ‘securing detailed.information regarding the' causes of the bottlenecck
:situatiqn‘ in Bulgaria S e L L

: DECLASSIFIED .
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‘As you lmow, the War Refugee.Board, consisting 'of the S :
of State,. the Secretary ‘of .the Treasury and.the: Secretary of War “has
‘Tecently been’ established by the President of th -United Lo balk
immediate action 't rescue the Jéwish people of Europe:and othet
of .enemy : oppression:ho 'Mﬁ.ﬂ%\ﬂl&nﬁ_&ax?ger'_dﬁﬂeﬁfh

whi, !
these persecuted pedples,.*The Board.takes this 'opportunity
to, convey:'to -your Government ' the. Board’s- appreciatio >
treatment: of tho, war T

" The .Board is _conxiir_xgegi,j:hat_g one .of -the greatest, opportuniti;
saving mény livesiexists:in the’areas adjacont.to:Ti rkey andjtha:]
“Sea. {yItiis known. that_in.Transnistrie, Rumenia'and.Bulgaria’ths
substantial numbers of ‘refugeesin imminent! danger: of ‘death G
‘appoars~that. arrangements.can’ be made with the Turkish Government.
--receive refugces from thosc arcas.. There are strong findicaticnsithat
! the.Rumanian Government at|least will permit a substantial ‘numbersof:
: these refugees’ to.leave Rumania.’ It "is indispensable that moans’ o
- transportation be found at once, Arrangements are being made fort
small Turkish vessel to progceod to the Fumanian port of Constanza an
cvacuate approximately one thousand children.to Turkey, * Other: boats
are urgently needed to effect the evacuation’of refugees. from thi
to Turkey, .o - i : - ERa : :

Knowing the sympathetic attitude of your Governmenttowar
whole maticr, the Board desires.to roquest the urgent assistariceio
o your Governmant in helpirg to solve thic immediate; transportati
© "% problem. The Board understands that & number ' of Syedish ships und

) the auspicos of the Swedish Red Cross arc béing used to: carry’ foo
from Canada and Argentina.to Greece.! It has’been :suggested. b
‘Board!s, representative inTurkey, aftér consultation LFrith-thoTur
Goveramont, that those: empty Siedish. ships might proceed; fro
Groece-!-tb-Gonstanz&.‘a.n‘d,b'othcr..vBlack-S" a. ports. forybhc: purposes

of transporting rofugees to: Turkoy,

¥

victim,




2.

The Board is pfepared, té'arrangei for the financing of the il'sei',o
any Swedish vessels which can-be.made available for: ‘this -purpose:and:
would appreciate a prompt consideration of this matter by your ('ioverrm-xerﬂ:J

" -7, W, Pehle
cting Exe cutive. Director;




CABLE NO, 148 Tb ANKARA FROM THE BOARQ

February 26, 1944

H

. This.telegram must, bs: .
. paraphrased before ‘being
commun

ys L

FOR RIRSCHUANY FROM TIE yiaR REFUGEE BOARD. - .
We recognize L

fuily the importance and urgency of the
problem and are doing what we can here to solve it,:

ke given to thig natter,

With respect to the guarantee
to replace the 5.5, Vatan if lost
you as to-the possibilities of. ab
similar guarantees were given to.




- GABIE NO, 784 FROM STGCKHOIM TO THE BOARD
T March 7, 1944 S

i T . ‘,'. £ . ¥

" The'legation has been informed by the Foreign ministry that:th

- War Refugee Board recently approached the Swedish Government ‘on- two
becasions relative to-Swedish assistance in rescuing Jewish .childrer
from Southeastern:Europe, " The board's reépresentative in: Ankara’ made’
the -first approach“to:the Swedish Minister there and this was: follo
up by an 'approach to the Swedish Minister in Yashington by Mr, Pehle,
the board's director,” On both-.occasions it was urgently requested:by.

the board that permission be given for ome of the Greek relief ships

which-eall at Salonika to proceed to Constonzaand—take—or=board—fit
eight hundred to one“thousand Jewish children for- transportation to -
Istanbul,:- Tt was understood that the Turk Government is willing to .::
permit transit through Turkey, .presumably en route to Palgstine and“tle
intention was to make an urgent approach to German, Bulgdrian, Rumanian
Governments to allow the children to leave if the .shipping.questio:

could -be agreed upon in principle, )

The chairman of the Swedish Shipping Committee was consulied by
Mr, Thyberg of the Foreign Ministry and the chairman remarked that:
Greek relief ships are not fitted for accommodation of passenge
Mr, Thyberg réalizes that this objection may be. minor in the
circumstances, Instructions have given to the Swedish Legation
Washington to suggest:that the matter be taken up with other ‘Ame
and British agenciessconcerned by the War Refugee Board; . -/’

Without taking,into-account the fact.that German ‘consent still
- is lacking for three-additional yesséls to enter Greek relief traffic
in order to transport.increages granted recently (see my telegram of -
Janvary 28, 1944, No,"291), ordinary deliveries from Canada: to: Greece
have fallen behind,” It is felt by the Swedish Foreign HMinistry and by
the Britlsh Iegation that any extrancous delay in the shipping.schedul
for Greek relief must Havé serious and deplorable effect, and this
Legation agrees, 7 e R L

“DECLASSIFIED -
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BOARDPRESS RELEASE NO,' 5

. March 28, 1944

rom:Stockholm, dated March.25; :the Associated
nhadturned down-an’ American Government' s
quest that some Swedish shipping he used ' to'evacuate Jewish refuge
" Rumanian ‘and Black Sea ports. to-Palestine.’ The reason given: for:%

Refugee Board confirms: that the matter has been under discussion
fact that no arrangement for Swedish shipping has as yet-proved p
does not- reflect any negative attitude on the part of the. 5
Government which has' continually showm a sympathetic inteYest in
humanitarian efforts-of this kind, The Swedish Minigte “hag: agsure

" War Rofugee Board that the Swedish Government is ‘prepared to-dérgve

~.Swedish attitude was said to be lack of availabl e shipping, iThe War:

thing possible to aid. the efforts of the_Béérd; :




IRSCI‘EJ!MA )

" Since -telegravhing you last we have broken. the bottleneck for t
land transport of .Jewish' refugés -children from Bulgaria to'Palestin
Turkey,:: =; e ek :

The Turkish authorities have today given assurances that
refugee children will be transmitted through Turkey at the-ra
‘every ten days beginning next week, R

" DECLASSIFIED '
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Admlnlstratlon.s Forelgn Service Division, who As now in Calro, %o
proceed. inmediatelr to Ankara to survey with you-the. éntire sl'u.pplnc7
‘situation: | Although-Mr, Black can .remain "in Turkey.-only a fe ;
he w1ll rran”e to have someone. detalled permanentTJ to Ankara £rom- tne

- ":_Please ‘informi-us: at brice of>any and all developmonus reg rdlnb\
lshlpplng'problems. This problem is a most important one and: itiis Hoped
‘that Ve -can solve: it with the a551stance of the War Shlpplnn Adninistra=-

DEC ASSIFIED
State Dept,




" CABLE NO.' 21,70 ANKARA FROM-THE BOARD
' Werch 17, 1944 '

ARAPHRASE ‘OF TELEGRAM SENT

SECRETARY OF STATE

1944, no. 80 is referred: to- herewit)
e .greatly appreciate the splendid cooperation kmbassador Bteinhardt
has given you,. Also.wexapprépiaté~your suggestions for action; your -
. reports: the stepd being taken by you and the,Ambassador.' Werwill "
.. keep.you current1y4ihformed'ﬁf‘ﬁﬁf’progréss‘ ‘following up the points
. made by you, . . - - ; : . oL :

: ‘rNégotiations‘vre being ‘continued by us with the Govéimm nt. of
Sweden in an attempt: to obtain its agreement to make vessels fo thi
‘project-available, , The- immediate prospects in this connection ar not
encouraging but, you will be informed of the developments -as:they)
place, E e : o RN

Fe still believe that all possible steps should be taken'ﬁo obt
Turkish vessels, . entative consideration is being-given to'a pla
: whereby3ﬁhe_United,States Government would make a vessel,availablé

, the Goverrment . of Turkev-at once-if, in your‘opinion,.the Goverm
,Turker would immediatels make available an equal-amount-of tonnage
‘the purposes of evacuating refugees- in accordance with the program:ir
the Board has. formulated," Tt 1is requested that, you inform. us whathe
such anoffer from’thiS;Governmant'would,‘in-your.opinion, make!
JTurkish vessel for refugee work available quickly,i As soon-as.-we

_received%ﬁrom'vou'alnositivejindicationvthat such’an arrangenent ag
suggeste £ substantial help, we will talke -this
et sERAL Aelp Rt .

. DRGLASSIFIED - -
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‘irment agencles. 179 request :your urgent adv:.ce,

Steinherdt :cen be made, the: necessar" funds Will: be _forthcommg\to buy.

. the Turk:.sh vessel' 5SS NECAT for - about &400 000, it e:l_ng understoo

the' vessel will-he donated to, the’ Turkish Red .Crescent; * . The Amerlcg
Jewish:Joint 1str1b' tion Commlttee has indicdted an lntorest Ax: furnlsh—

foperation for the: purpose of transportl_ng addltlonal efugees ‘afte
5,000+ hlldron have::

It is f'urthcr' ugges‘ted by us t‘mt youw got in touch w:.th.Mr
Rosmck represent.t




,efforts, .

’ulparlan.and Gestan
certificates ‘of release for. tHese chlldr n ?or 8 months.
belief that this constitutes the beginning ofia falrlv contlnLou
- ment of children provided new obstacles do not- 1nterfe f

_assursd. today by Turkish. authorities: that they- have is ued 1nstru
for 140 children vith-10 adults to pass: from’ Rumania’throu
'two grouns of 75 ‘each every 10 davs until further notlce.

mbn' Ve
Uar Refugee Board's. contlnulnp

In the last 10 davs ninety refuvees camc from BulfaLla via
to Palestine in addition to the above. 3
Vfuqees came to - Izmir(?rum Greece..

re qonefuT

Woreover,: g solution i

sitvation than-can ppss;ELybo
" formula for other: parts of the::
are being'mage;by‘theVBoara :

ah-Tux

Purthermore, sevent‘ £
The stoppape Ane refupee




This morninz Ambassador- Suolnnardt was notlfled by tHc rore_gn b
Office that the irmediate char+er of the 33" VATANM for a SlP“]O vovaye

' "l'lle' Am’oassado g as' further nf orm\,d b‘r the Forern Olflcc tha
had faken this action.as a pe“sonal courtesy to him subject to-th
standing that if- the;vessel’is! de51red for additional: trips it wi

cessary for the—Ambassador to dlscuss "1th the orelgn O“che re

to carrv. a
gees, .. As Vet e

ave- rcculvcd no 1nformptlon concernlag cqpnwcs

may have-to be made:in the vessel to accomodatc passongers 51nce,  i

freighter, A svbstantial agrcement has been reached with “the o
regards the charter price, However, there will be the matter of.
from the Russian and German Governments safc conduct for
attomnts to obfain this through Geneva are being madd by the T
Red Cross rcorescentative here, Tnformation regarding the
metter will be sent. to you. =

STETNZ ’XDLDT

the vessel and -
sernational




CABLE ¥O. 455 TO THE BOARD FROM ANKARA ~

March 15, 1944

PARAPHRASE OF TELEGRAM.RECEIVED

“American Embassy, Ankara

FROM HIRSCIMANN FOR THE ATTENTION OF PEHLE
This morning Ambassador Steinhardt and the Foreign Minister held a’
personal conference-and as a result the latter definitely committed-the
Turk Government to making available to the Ambassador as:a porsonal
courtesy a Turk wassenger vessel with a capaeity for-cafrying 1500 cople,
to make a single trip as soon ag _possible, to and from.Constanza to ovac-

uate refugees of Jewish nationality. I have been informed by thehm
bassador that the Foreign linister gave the necessary instructions!in his
presence to the Minister of Communications hy telophone, As.they are i}
both cargo vessels, it would appear from the Minister's prémise of ‘a
pbassenger vessel that neither the VATAN nor the NECAT will beused,
Valuable time will be saved by placing a passenger instead of ‘&- cargo

- vesscl at our disposal as refitting of a cargo vessel for passehgor:
service in this area would involve inordinate dalay. in view of

of material and labor available for that purpose,

The Ambassadotiwas informed bnyuman that as:the

| ; inue to-ovacuate
ugees from Balkan ports after the trip in question unless the United:
States Government made available to the Turk Government.-a substitut
' i X trip Tt was Teatés
if the United States Government vrould make
a ship availablo on a loan basis to the Turk Government by tho time:the




initial trip is completed, he would put it in operation to carry Turk
commerce after placing the Turk flag on the vessel so 1oaned,

By this means he would be permitting the vessel assigned.to us for”

the initial trip to make further trips to Balkan ports to evacuate refu-

- gees, but that failing, a substitute vessel only as. in the voyage-to and

from Constanza could be permitted,  Because of the desperate:situationiin-
which the Turk Government finds itself for -lack of ships, he added. that

no amount of . money:‘could be accepted in liew of a substitute vessel ang
. that if we-desired.the -ship about to be made’available to us “to. make

repeated ‘trips it would be necessary, as soon as -possible, to.provide’

substitute vessell’: Niman referred.to the fact that even a single?
" to and from.Constanza .represented a genuine saérifice on thepart-of . the
- Turk Government. " If the representatives of the International Red;Cross i
“-encountered new difficulties.in regard to obtaining safe: conduct-for: the

vessel, the Foreign Minister -agreed, at the conclusion of. their talk, to
intervene with the German Ambassador in Ankara,. . - -F0C

Thé'foregoingiinformatioh has'been'communiéaféd fd Simond, of the
International Red Cross who is at once taking up the matter of safe con-
duct for the vessel with the belligerents, . . B . il

B

Barlas of the. Jewish agency has also been inforﬁed”by ﬁe,éf-the’im-
perative necessity of having the refugees available at the port of Cone
stanza on the arrival of the vessel so that there may:be no undue . delay

Incumbent upon us is the burden to continue this Turk vessel:in 5
regular operation for the evacuation of refugees by the prompt loan to™
the Turk Government of an American vessel in substitution therefor, as we
have now reached a point at which the Turk Government has given evidence’
of its willingness to cooperate by placing one of the very few vessels.

) available to it at our'disposalrfor the first *rip, . After the First trip
o has been completed by a Turk vessel it will be (¥) if not impossible o

large merchant fleet and construction of over 1,500,000 tons per month
1s not in a position.to provide one vessel ‘of 6,000 to 7,000 tons“itoii T
evacuate refugees which it desires.to rescue, -IL.have no doubt:that:such
a vessel would be made available.promptly if it were possible for an.::
American vessel to proceed to Constanza. Satisfactory explanation: to .
the Turk Government why an American vessel unable’ to proceed to Constanza. .
should not be placed at the disposal of the Turkish Government while “its
vessel undertakes the regular and continued evacuation of the refugees,.

would for this reason be ¢ifficult ’ A '

* Apparent ommission,

STEINHARDT -

DECLASSIFIED L
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" CABLE Nof’ 4% FROM ANKAFA “TO.THE BOARD
T LT DHaren 16, 1944

. ot
1

FROM HIRSCHIAN FOR ATTENTION OF VAR
Reference my 455,
\mcrning LUK 2uthor
. vessel’ : owmeq. by the..Turk.
; .placed at’_our'dispbsa:l"lo__‘ ke
p chish';ref};'gees‘.2-.',A,i'equest.gha's',bee} made’ o:
authérities in:Tstanbul.as to the. maximum number:

2ssellcan: carry ‘safely,” In'this ‘connection’an ‘inspection il

¥:be ‘made. of -the life saving devices on'this e

le.is being dispatched today to Geneva for’Simond of ‘the;
:Red Gross-asking. for safe conduct: for-the vessel from-ith
- belligerent. powers ‘excepting Russia,’ Today re
bassador-of: the Russian Ambass
- from his ‘governmeént and he has ;
him to-give the Russian Ambassador!g- request -support,

It is suggesteé. by us that' the- Béai’ci cohcurfezitl'y‘ equest
~man safe q‘opduqt ‘through the SVIis_s. X .

Toinbripw Ian leé.viﬁg 'f;?‘I"ZI,sta_nbﬁi to "makév‘:thevn'ece sary.
ments with Turk steamzhip authorities which will involve among:ath

things the cha-r.tcr pric Tuel, food, passenger-accomodation

1
e

’i@’

3,

~with the British naval atthoritics waich wiliinvolve indpect " of,
saving devices, safe conduc ete,  In Istenbul I will be joined. by

Simond, JIamediately upen crrival of Black (¥sa). whose arriva
Anka—a- ig oxpected shortly, he;will be requested by
- ceed to Istanbul to assist me.: - ’ "

o 'evacuate s

hat in spitejos

“his repeated assurances, that. a’ sufficient n

ber 'of Jewish refugees would at any ‘time be -available for enbarkation

5 or 6 weeks before a suffi nt: number - be.ready. to. embark

in 10 days notice, he now asserts that:there willibe required, gt Ye;

as
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1 (SECTION ONE) FROM ANKARA TO THE BOARD
. iNerch 21, 1944 R A

Not paraphrased
BE~561 '
Thistelegram must.bo :
paraphrased before;b
comnunicated to/anyonc ™.
otherithah o Governmental

-Secretary of S
Washington

o

HMAN

My %72 March 16, and 487 March 18,

cussions with Director General of Turk State Steamship Lines Tegarding
charter of S$ TARI placed at oﬁr’diqusal by the -Turk Government
Naval Attache, Black of WSA British Naval Attache and I are‘agree
vessel which is in reguler passenger service is seavorthy highl;
desirable for our purpose and to our” agreeable .surprise:alreadyyeq
with life saving devices for 1500 people, She will be préparedsto
sail-for Constanza as soon os adequate food, fuel and other suppli
have been loaded, cherter price agreed upon, saf'e conduct obtained;:
insurance for voyage hos boen placed, The Director Generpl estimat
about ‘five days to-load nccessary supplies, As you heve been: 3
szfe conduct has becn recuested of belligerents, . Insofar as:condern
insurance the Director Ccneral estimates that if placed with ‘ur,

-compeny. for the trip-to Constanza to Haife and return.premiun
amount to $80,000(repeat £803000),. Board may accordingly. wis
consider placing.insurahce: elsewhere notwithstanding delny that me;
result, Regarding. chorter price which the Director,General stated
he was not as yet in a’position to quote, duration of voyage is:estimated
at a minimum of 30:2nd maximum of 36 days unforseen ‘delays exclude

Having regard to prohibitive prices at prescnt prevailing in Turkey

I retﬁrned today frém Istanbul after completing prelimiany-dls—

;' DECLASSIFIED;::
- State‘Dept; Latte 1.1




for all connodltles partlcularly churter of vessels it is- probc.ble we
may be required to pay about $4000 a day exclusive of: insurance, --This
would include among other things compensation for crew for nav:Lg‘.tJ.ng‘
war zones, mlnor alter'vtions to accommodate 1500 people po:.nt:mg

o Dﬁcmsert‘mn
‘State Dcpt Letter, 1-11.72

B.Y R. H. Parks DateSEP 20 ]972




International Red Cross requirements,”
passengers, e’cc. Accordmgly iy request a.uthorlty‘j_to enter intor
, charter: ‘party;on beha VRB,with;the Turklsh State S‘beamsh:.
vof, fhev ss’ TARI for this voyage.at-ajpric :
connectlon I should appreclavt

In view-of theisteadily: eteriorating - ‘situation in Ruman
Ambassador ‘and I urgently request an ‘immediate reply authorizing: me |
to enter -into -the Chi rter: Party along the l:mes outlined above’,

DI‘(‘I ASSIFTED, "
itter, 1:11- 7"




ABLE N0, 250 TO' ANKARA FROM THE BOARI

‘March 24, 1944

I Refer your No ‘Marchi21, You are authorized to ente
‘charter party: for:8S .TART at'.price indicated. Place insuranc
. Advise us total amownt of funds needed for charteriand insuran

, form in .which such.funds should be remiftedy A -
3:71ce‘7ifndicapé<‘i seems to be almost double ‘that ‘at
¢ ' , it is assumed that!

negotiatlions and- th
stances, ’

<. "You are also aﬁ'ght')rizfed to
the guarantee of re
to SS TARI,

your.estimate as to'possible’duration of voyage,' it is also aasume
that. the Bqard'sliabili‘t}y.—under he charter rwill_:ngt. be: unlimited

Btate Dept. Latter;:1*
By R. H Pm:ké‘D.até‘ SE
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ARAPHRASE OF TELEGRAM SENT

3

STATE, WASHINGTON -

 ¢erns the matter of
Balkans 'réferred"to‘ ‘

e g : 85 Government-to.support in its
-~ -Own name-the efforts which'the.International Red Cross is making.to: ob=~
., -tain.safe conduct for the 88 TARI which has been_placed at. your, disposal.
" totevacuate Jewish refugses from Constanza, ' Also-the Swiss Government . .
and International Red Crosa have ‘been informed by us.that this. Governmen
.agrees to whatever safeconduct the British grants,’ . - S
~ We have had discussions with War Shipping Administration
he proposal that a substitute vessel be made available byith G
" -ment so.that repeated voyages to evacuate refugees . may  be:made; by the
85 TARI. War Shipping Administration has cabled Myron Black:re uegtin,
further information as to one,. the type of vessel needed and here "iti
will trade; two s information o
by the enemy as a Turkish ves 2
‘- areas and-also whether safe conduct will be .needed, " - Informatio!
received by us to the effect. that sympathetic “consideration wil
by War Shipping. Administrationito such recommendations as: Blac
make even if ‘they -invelve practical diff icultiesy i However, W
Admihistra_tion.bel_ieves -that the situation.could: be/best handTed by
‘ treating it as a. problem.of allocation by which 'an:attempt conld. be: made
to work out an arrengemont by which the use ofTurkish shipsiwould:be .
conserved through: malking equivalent space available on an Allied wessel .
- proceeding to a port in the Eastern'Mediterrahean: War Shipping Admini
-stration is.nlso sending a cable ta Kellock, thei ' Ancre

(‘cAo;nt,')‘:E :




Algiers,. é.gkiné; “that they be informed vhether there is air':xilable.‘lx‘l:
- the Meditorrancan:any smll freighter which could be used under charte
er by the Government.of Turkey, = s~ o - T 2o

In cooperation with Bla g 8’
Jof this situation, s;Whatever plan is finally proposed must
involving the ‘least delay: since. time: is: most.essential in viey
tay X Y, War Shipping Administration has.” :
" practical:difficulties regarding:ithe ‘obtaining,
igvdilable i iediterranean which;could b

bove X 3

: ‘attemp
; overnment with a'vessel by that*time
nsiderablexdifficulties: . Takinginto- consideration
o ti0h, we. believe that &’ much more-feasible:arrange~
ment would be to redch an’agréemént, if - possible y with the Government
" of Turkey whereby’ this Governmént would give assurances that. should.
the»SsiTARI,be:_made' vo.ihble'“say for a period of thiee ronths,”’ there
would 'be mde available to the Turkish Government equivalent .space on
an Allied vessel for.a comparable length of time not however necessarily
concurrent with .th eriod. during which the SS TART -wouldsbé: us

With respect to.the suggested pyrchase -of -the SS NEGAT fo
_ donation:to the Turkish Red Crescent,; it has been'-indica
Government of Turkey that it would not be possible: to-withdraw:a se
vessel.from those at the disposal of that Government, -If it d relops
that it is not possible to arrange for repeated voyages by, thé SS TARI,™:
please advise us if you have investigated the possibility of. malcing: the
S3 NECAT available immediately after the first voyage of . the. 88/

hz_ls ‘been .completod,




CABLE. NO. .58 FROM ANKARA 'T0 THE BOARD

Maroh. 15, 1944 -

3

| on-this morning with theiMinister
0 ‘my-previous conversation ‘With the Minister of
Communications cong rning the posgibility of the purchage by the W
Refugee Board of the'SS NECAT at a cost of approximately $400,000, “the’
vessel ‘to.be donated’t ish Red Grescent and to become ity
ansportation to Palestine of 5,000

he subject with him and t S 3
" had now agreed to -make a passenger vessel available to me at once,
"withdraw a second vessel from the very few ships at 'the’ isposal:of.th
Turkish Government. would be impossible, " Numan added that: there: fag
some question as to whether the Red Crescent could accept the ‘donation
of a vessel under the conditions suzgested by me,. :iInquiry was' then
made by me as to whether he could devise :

Later in” the dayith
had ‘obtained th
inisters to-proposing -that! the Americas; Govein-:
the Turkish Red Crescent: which would-unde '
Turkish ‘flag for the ‘purpose g
8 during:the continuance of tk
€. property. of, the Red Grescen

{ - Hirschmamn and T recommend “that the foregoing: proposal be accepted
S and in considering -this proposal ‘the. War Refugee Board may wish. to
-in 'mindﬂ the -present ‘exhorbitant cost per capito. of




the SS VATAN for the:proj ‘ g the:consen
‘of the Turk Government to - the charter, and that We - have- obtained
able passenger vessel in:liew of an old ¢

two months, A :
gers. the SS TARI will Jake, we consider the price now agreed upon; to
extremely"favor"able.:}having regard to the. exorbitant_prices,démande"
charterg:-in these’ vaters,  Our. financial neg or , ‘i
--offered theTurks. for- the S8 N.'\ Black,; whothag

»throughout. the nego tiations,:regards «the  price final

agreed ‘upon as‘ reasonable-under: 411 of the circumstances,’ :
S i o o




> (Three) We, 100, are assuming that there will .be-refugees available
- for evacuation when:the voyage is amdertaken and are relying.on‘assur
ances to-this effect from the representative of the Jewish Agenc
Istanbul, the representative '6f “the Internatidnal.Red Cross -in Bue
- and the Rumanian Minister-in- Ankara;:,Obviously having no controll
the movement and‘departureof refugees Rumania at this time AT
no better. position: he':Board to ‘give positive assuraices.é
subject," s

- have now:taken:every‘step wh
the Gefman safe c¢onduct,

“Red Cross in Ankara ‘inforn
that there will bei

will not be permitied to!ds he
-.. forthcoming, we urge: the Board-to'excrt évery pos
expediting the German safe’conduct, .~ :
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CABIE NO, 230'TO ANKARA FROM.T

March 22, 194"

e
AR SR

o 1 AN :

"1t is stated:ina etler: dated February 25, fro
the "Bellacitta®, ‘a Bulgarian vessel. 1 1 s

-at the rate of 150- per wveek- to'Istanbul presumably - from Mangalia’® Red
Cross also informed: us: that two! Bulgarian vessels, "Milka" and "Maritza
are also available to Jewish organizations for this purpose’ but.sin
Turkey'is not allowing more than:-150 a-week to go to Palestine: by
it is presumed that the last . two mentioned boats will not be.usabi
- since the "Bellaci\tta“ can 111 ‘the limit.imposed, .Red Cross-as:
mediary will give. notification-of -sailings you are

everything possible ‘Without lessening efforts conce
Turkish boats, " Red Gross has requested and the Uni
granted safe conducts for the "Bellacittat
the American Embassy at Moscow
take prompt action .on the Briti

A

ted States: has:
and cable is being sent:
requesting that. the Soviet Government
sh Gove,rnment’srsafé'éonduct' : 5

DECTA
Bl:abe De




"these tvo-
- the matter, Onithe other hand
seavorthy, we are attempting
being delayed from day to. day
~to discover, Either the fail
far or.some connectiorn with
reason for'delay,:

0 expedite her Svém Co L
for.a reason which we "have"been_unabl
ure to receive Soviet safe conduct;
illegal traffiec in re_fugeés’:may be







CABIE. NO,- 56/ FROM" ANKARA ' TO THE

March 29, 1944,

< _The?fblloﬁiﬁg}mgésage‘1s;fx
and*is!Anka;a'srnumber

13, - Plea

to obtain‘a reversal of decisio
the Secretary Genéral of the Fo
is ealling on the Minister for

n the British Minister is calling on
reign Office and'Ambassadorrﬁtpinhar
Foredign Affairs, o ;

Mindful of the,foregoing,
arrived without visas it will
authorities of Turkey to agree
transit visas to be ‘granted Je

e iy

Jif con31derab1e“numbefs‘of such’ refigee
be extremely difficult to"persuads th
toa further ‘increase in: the numberioe
wish refugeés from the’ Balkan




‘Amerlcan Embassy, .A.rﬂcara :
Secretary:. of State) Washlngton

A S

S

PRt

: Slnce' iour - dlrect' ipproaéh‘ to" i:he Rumanlan\M:LnJ.ster in Ankar
(see our; telegrams o;' darcn 13 and March 16, HNos. “4L40 and 474) p du

equally ‘satisfactory, re:
approach:to: the. Bulgar:.an Minister here. . Therefore >
_authority which: the Secretary~of ‘the. Treasury vested 'in me (see sthe
Department's telegram:of’ February 12, 1944 No. 120} Simond. was requ ‘bed
to arrange a-meeting, at Simond's ‘home between Balbanoff, Slmond a.nd
- myself, I made it clear to Balbanoff at “the beginning of our’ conver
sation; tha‘b my sole:function in Ankara was as WRB- representative:to:
deal -with refugee problems; that any discussion which we mlgh’c have
would be confined to this subject exclusively;:and that an; )
. struction placed.on our talk. by him or ‘his Government: coul,
occasioned ‘by. deliberate distortion®, -The ‘reply was made;

s

s

24 :
" that he understood that it would be - llmltad to the. sub,]ect of ;'eftlg ]
"and that he welcomed a frank, (¥*)- Balbanoff was informed:. by ‘we: that
the reports of the brutal treatment accorded to- the: m:.norltle in

poople of the United States and that Bu] zaria would be- called upo'
the near future to answer therefor, I tnen informed him that our!
_Government was determined to do, everyth.mg possible to: rescue.'the
people:who were:in danger of losing:their lives: ‘and:, o find hav
refuge:for them andithat. any’ contmuaulon by the: BulgarlannGove:mmen
7 of the ‘execution: ofithese pollcies\ of “the Nazii persecut:.o .
born in'mind by ouxr Government#in.the future- -and:that ‘his Governmen
would be well advised Jin its Gwms interest to° take. ad antage £ such
¢ opportunities to- permlt rei‘ugees to’ depar'b across it8 borders
: mlght be ~ava11able'-t

DTCLAS?TF’HID
tata DEPt. Latton, 11




I'suggested at the co
to his Government. .It wag
-Baltredtment.

 then, stated by him that'.of late ‘the Jews had.been
given much. better:treatment in: Bulgaria and ‘that . he had reasonito
believe: the- "press}lre", ‘against. them would continue’.to relax It was

AL ¥ f P
Ce s I,was_*assured'by, Balabanoff at the close of our- talk that he
- Sympathizes fully with my, suggestions,. that he would: cable his Govern--
ment urging it to comply:with them, ‘and .that he would send to Sofiaa
full report of our talk with further detailed recommendations ‘and’as.: 7
soon‘as he received a reply. he would request Simond for a further - -
meeting with me I T R PR

e DECLASSIFIED -
State Deapt, Lattg

By R H. ParksD
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.~ CABLE NO..579.FROM ANKARA TO THE EOARD &

the- fpprokinately. two: b
visas.'or Palestine entry:

"DECLASSIFIED
Dept. Lot :




) ;’?‘ﬁgﬁ/‘%‘ i3

f;Otharéh-ZS.the;conto‘ts.6£iyoﬁr'méséagé number: 970 ‘da't:
onduct;fofﬁtheisteamship.TLRI;jyere¢giyen§b

- which:granted safe’ :
. ICRG,".Geneva, .Ho ver: no reply has been received.from.the Foreign.0

eoInsasroply dated. March: 307 President Hube , eXpresses
ation o T sition not only concerning T/

but alsor.the’refugeeiposition®with which ho stateés -ICRC. has:for; mor
been deeply, concerned i President Huber states.that upon. receiptiof
information fromits:delegate’at Ankara it directed-a request; on:March
_ to the.Governmentiof, Germany for safe conduct for -a'voyage from:Ists
to Constanza andireturn-.by the steamship TARI. ~According to. ICR!
charteﬁfcontract‘"br'TARI}isidependgnt*ohzpbtaining'nqt‘latérg han
April-10:all safe.conducts ‘and that ICRC can extend to. TARI: Committe
insignia’protection only if safe conducts-are obtained: “Super-~cargo
vould -also have t6 be: carried by TART, & .. &)

o

" ‘I'am advised by Huber that he is most doubtful that the Government
of Germany will consent to the departure of Jewish refigees fro !
country:under its.influence or that it will grant’ safé“conduct ;i It vas
pointod out by Huber. that last January’the Germans wer approached:

ICRC with a request for safe:conduct - for’ the, Bulgarian stoamer BELLLCTITA
This vessel is nowiat Constanza end whenever thé . needed
are obtained it'is ready to-clear with thc refugees.:The :
Germany in spite of several requests has nd% ansviered ‘although safe
conduct  for the BELLACITTA has been granted by the governme

Britain and fmerica.y = - a0 : HE

A e : - R i i} E
'is furtheristated by, Huber that. ICRC regretsvery muc
the'prospcct.of.obtaining;safeAconducts“from.Gcrmahy_for‘thés

is not-at.all hopeful and.thati‘therc appears toibe-1ittle: prospecty
organizing Jewish:omigration: a sound -basis Tor. the Balkans

ICRC has-done everything: in'its:power for months;past to hasten

" for emigration.before;it'ﬁaa'tp_’laté;;Huber;séyé
regrettable:. /7 . ! ) v
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GABLE'NO. ‘594 FROM KNILRA TO THE BOLRD

D Aprll'A;’i944

The following messag
fis Ankara!§;humber 30 this

-th éf}plécing’$160;QOO~étﬁtﬁgfaispgsgl
ter: party for, the'ss ARIﬁshouldﬁp':reagy: or;
extiitvo or ths :

N : L :

R I v my-suggestionin:view of Hirschman! eparture: tom
that these.funds be -placed tothe credit:iof:Kelley. in’the Same,waj
. funds transferred.for':ith Embassy's operating expenses;unless. the
. Department ;perceives someiobje : :

ety ,




324 10’ ENKARA FROM THE' BOARD.

1uth passengeL vcssel
issue squarely to the Turkish Govcr
cooperate by cnaruerlng the 'SS- TARI:
_ basis of the gug.antee alrehdj offcreu,

jcompar ble age and tonnage

2. Transfcr‘of 9160,000 to Kelley as

hes been arranged. . These are confidential T
Fund -of .the President and may-be disbursed »
'usuall rnqulrod in. govornnent dlsbursements.

. Re fugee Board.
by him is hcreby autno
the War Refugee Board




W

i

and Sweden have been asked to ‘support tho request of .the International
Red Cross for a German safe conduct. The Lpostolic-Delegate in Washin
has been requested to'ask similar action by the Holy-See. ' The Swedish
. Government has already indicated its willingness 4o approash thé'Germa
- Government.” Minister Harrison is awaiting a reply from the ' Swigs
Foreign Office. . As -you know, the Board requested Ambassador Harr:

to approach the Russian. Government with ‘respect: to'oht i '
from-that Government. : : Jhas _ 1" in:Was]

‘Hone, of"your - cables with respect to the TLRT indicate’clesrly:th
' nature. of “the safe -conduct’ that: has: been requested from the Germans
Howeverwe have been ‘advised. by Minister Harrison in Bern ~that’t
» International-Red :Crés§ihas- requested.a safe- @:onduCtr’forf,'i;hé'T_ARIr
voyage from Istanbul to:Constanza and return, Lécordingly our.Tequost,
to the Swiss and the Swedes ‘have been’couched 'in the,'same;term

view of theTone indication’contained in your Vo 501701 March~2
the voyage may be from-Génstanza to Haifa “1t"is -suggésted that
immediately with the Intcrnational Red.Cross delegate. with:
~seeing vhéther'the safé.c request has been. properly’couche
~advise.the:Board S

- 505 Th Boé.fd'fullyxcoh'curs that “the signing . of . the charter’ par
should be delayed as. long as possible pending moré. Gefinite:news.abou
German safc-conduct. ”However you are given full authority to actias
- +im your.judgment circumstances dictate. We realize. the'difficnlty o
. the -situationiand that'risks must be taken and you are’ fully authoriz
to charter the TART when and if you deem it desirable..  VWe feel that
you are in a:better position. than we to makc a judgment on the
and ve accept and have full confidence in whatever decig
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", CABIE NO. 746 FROM ANKARA'T0 THE BOARD

April 25, 1944

- ' TheiBulgarian SS"BEL]
"with 152 Jewish refugee,_
19,.1 donqtﬁgnticipate1any

1of these refugees to Palestine:

plvyestefhay‘af THooN
n my; telegram 713;7April
ging for the. prompt. transi




E NO. 377 TO ANKARA FROM THE BOARD .

“April 27, 1944 -

_ No.M725"0f  April®22 with respect to’safe’condus
“for 8S TARI.:Your action-is. ‘approved, - However;: for- your information,
Joint Distribution Committee here has advised us. that Barlas of Jewish-
agency can probably.arrange for: c'oastalvschponer_sfto convey: refugeesifro
Iskenderun to Haifa. if voyage 'of TART were to terminate at Iskenderun
-Accordingly it is suggested that. you take ‘this matter up.at once with
. Barlas in order to see if he can arrangé'transportlation of . refugees’ from
Iskenderun to Haifa, . If this can he done it may.be:advisable’to arrange’
" with’Turks and”Intercross to change route of S5 TART in order -that Germa
safe conduct may be obtained promptly, . .. : CEES

" DRCLASSIFIED - ., -
'Stale-tDapb.‘Le er;,-1-11-79

EP







PRCGRAMS wITH RESPECT TO RELIEF AND RESCUE OF REFUGEES: EVAGUATION TO
AND THROUGH TURKEY . . ' ' L ‘ :

TRANSFER 'OF JEVS FROM TRANSNISTRIA.TO TURKEY

The: Board ‘has been working on various programs to evacuate Jews fro
Transnistria to-Rumania in order to save them from the path of the Te=
treating German Army, . A report was received that the Germans had:taken

.over from Rumania the administration of‘Transnistria, which,-if true,
makes ‘immediate evacuation of refugees from that area essential, . A
cable was .sent to Hirschmann asking him to check on this report and,if:
verified,’ to insist ‘that Rumania resist this German demand (Cable No.-
194 dated March 13; see attachment #1). . o -

: " Hirschmann has advised that, with the approval of Ambassador ‘Stein-
hardt and through the offices of a Swiss representative of the Interna=
~ tional Red Cross in Ankara, he conferred with Gretzianu, the Rumanian
Minister to Turkey, Hirschmahn advised Cretzianu of the outraged feel~
ing of this Government concerning the brutal. treatment being accorded
to-Jews and other refugees in Rumania, and of‘this Government!s ‘de-
termination to do everything in its power ta Féscue these people,..- He
further advised Cretzia this Government will- keep in mind-any - .
the Rumanian Government in the .execution of -
ms and that the Rumanian Government in its -
advised to permit these refugees-to depart
from Rumania, Cretzianu stated that Transnistria,. where most of "the ¥
Jewish refugees are now located, is a military zoné and that, if:the S
military commander in Transnistria received instructidhérfrom-Antonéscu,
he would protect the refugee population, The rapid advance of “the . - :
Russian Army toward Rumania might provoke -the German military authorities::
- to take over control of Transnistria,‘according to Cretzlanu; if there .
- .Were sufficient time to control the situgtion, he was-certain thatino -
- bodily harm would be done +to these refugees, Cretzianu, however,:gave
.- definite asgurances to Hirschmann that on the arrival of evacuationr-
vessels at Constanza to embark up to 5,000 Jewish children, the necessary -
transportation and exit visas would be provided promptly.. Gretzianu - )
.agreed to send an urgent message to Bucharest recommending that efforts
be made at once to transfer the Jewish refugees from Transnistria- to
the interior of Rumania although he admitted that might not be possible,

(cont,) o
- DECLASSTFIED
Btate Dept. Lo,ttetl'? 'l'gf

By R. H. Parka




becauser' of the ﬁlilifary "situation'ther-e._‘ Crétz‘iavnu‘;assvui‘éd Hirschmann
that he would keep him advised of ‘any reply he receives from Bucharest

(Cable No. 440 dated Harch 13; see_attachment #2). 7
_ leschmann v7és",-informed on Maiﬁhl 16 by At'hé' 'Rﬁménian 'Ambéssadp'
" Turkey -that the latter had.received-a reply from his. gavernment:to.
effect that it had.de¢ided to t 1 y all’
the: emigration’ of ‘Jews (Cable o,
#3) 25+ The" International. Red; Gxos
pfated. March 20): that. this movement ‘from:Trans
Sady begun‘and that 48,000 Jewigh' eg

DECTASSIEED -
t.




the. Germans by . Rumania, :

- Jeus.be evacuatedts. Rumanla or elsevhere. mmedlately.»

requested to J_nvestigate the report that the Germans halted: the
earlier-evacuation.fron Transnlostrla to Rumaniay - Our 1ns:.stence
that this German-demand, if made, bo- rosisted by Rumania is e’ mabte
of mportance. This Government is making appropriate representatlons
‘to Ruma_nla, Hunﬂary, "and Bulgaria through varlous channels,’ - ou
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(SECTION ONE) FROM ANKARA TO THE BOARD

March 13 ’ 1944

SCHMANN. FOR PEHIE WAR REFUGEE BOAR

consultation with Ambassador: Steinhardt 1t tas decide
s .preferable; to'make a direct approach to Alexandre Cretzian
recently;appointédaRumanian;Ministerzto'Ankara rather-than to-
» indirect approach to’the Rumanian Gow

it wa

nistria with the ensuing probability
and German authorities throughout, the
immediate action to: bring to -the atten

in Bucharest the message contained in the Department's telegram under
reference.‘,Accordingly, acting under the authority vested in me b the ™ -
Secretary of Treasury. (see Departmentts )
Simond the Swisg representative of Inte i
requested to arrange a mesting between
Simond's home, i :

threatened arca, seemed -to éall; for, -
tion of the Rumanian Government - -

Cretzianu is reporte
Marshal Antoneseu, His g

d on good authority to enjoy the cohfidénce‘of
dispositién humanitarian,

ympathies are said to be pro-Ally and his

tion, Cretzianu said he qu
- welcomed a frank di




-a result of the brutal treatment which has been and is belng accorded the
Jewish mlnorltles and refugees of other nationalities in Rumania-and our
Government!s determination to do-everything in its power to rescue:these
unfortunates vho are in danger of death and to find havens of. refug for
them, and that our;/Government will keep in mind in the future .any
- ation on_the part’ of the uunanlan Government of the executlon of :th

1 in 1ts ovm 1nterest to take® advantage of such opp
ies as:may be ava11ab1e to it in the future to- permit. refugee ]
part across;its-bord TS ;1 inv ted him to report the foregoing:ito his
i : to .

After/stating hi




CHBLE NO.. 440" (SECTION THO) FROM ANKARA TO THE BOAR

" March 13, 1944

. ‘Not Earaphra—:se

Crotzianu stated:was well lmown to im. an
if he:received appropriate.instructions from Marshall:
protectithe: refugesipopilation, ‘carry out:thes
Pefficient:and sympatheticimanner' : i

might result. in‘a’s :ua.-—
tary authoritie ) tak

S retzianu madelthe’ categoric statement that provide :
time enough to control‘the situation he could ‘assure’ me that "ho;bodily

" harm will.be done to-anyiof the Jewish refugees in Transnistria®

" this connection he stdated: that,steps hid recently -been. taken by Mar

‘Antoncscu "to improve tas si%ustion ruong the Jetish refugces even to

. the extent of providing elothing and medicines,- .-

o . (4)"'Crétzianu gave.

| a vessel or:vessels at Constanza to embark up to. 5000 Jewish refugee
children the necessary transportation and exit visas would.b !
promptly, .. = . . ST RN N,

7 ,(75) Cretzienu agreed to send an urgent telegram to Bucharest
recommending in the strongest terms that efforts be made at once.to-
transfer. the Jewish' refugces from Transnistria to .the.interior; o
Rurania. proper. expressinz: the reservation, however “that it

“be practical to effect’ soilarge atransfer befor :

hindered further movement’, &.." *

) At the close of ptm:rtalk‘vcrre:t‘z‘mnu stated t;hat_ he : woul¢
- to me immediately any. reply received by him from Bucharest

‘a further meeting with me" through:Simond,. ..




‘gained the: impression that Cretzianu
was deeply.with the-importance ‘attached by our Government to theiprogr
.. of the War Refugee Board: and to" the.seriousness with ‘which ‘our! Goverr
- ment would. regard.’any. Jer ' ;

regard. any; further mistreatment. of /\Jewish refugees

&
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: . cided
to:Rumania:proper fromIransnis
».Transnistra -4t thé presént time







PROCRAMS WITH RESPECT TO RELIEF AND RESCUE OF REFUGEES:
AND THROUGH, TURKEY : S

The Union of Ortliodox Rabbis, upon the recommendation of the Board;
has been licensed by the Treasury to communicate with persons in enemy. .
territory and to carry on the requisite financial transactions -involved i
the projected rescue of refugees from Hungary and the 'Bdlkans (Cable No.'
311 to Ankara dated April 8).  An initial remittance .of. $25,000.'to;‘the' -

UOR's representative in Turkey was authorized to begin such;ioperatiq’ns’.-
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. PROGRAMS WITH RESPEC
- SWITZERIAND ‘s

.~ The'Board is. attempting to make it possible for refugees, particu~
larly. children, 'to go-to Switzerland. from all surrounding European':

territories.y ‘Toward  this‘end .every-effort is being.made to satisfy. the
Swiss: Government!s: concern regarding: the removal ‘of refugees ‘after the
war .7 Moreover,! arrangements are being made for their maintenance while
“in Switzerland In- glis connection.see IV D - 3, Cooperation with.':

1z (R} USRS - ) E .
¢ ~In'a commmicationifrom London (Dispatch No. 14413 dated Maro
. there were- forwarded, to tthe Board memoranda submitted by Lord Winterton
Chairman of the Fxecutive Committee of the Intergovernmental Committee, :
‘on-subjects growing out of the recent visit to Switzerland of Dr. Kullman,
‘Honorary Deputy Director of the IGC. - It was indicated that Lord Winterton '
had requested an opportunity to talk with Ambassador Winant about certain
. definite and confidential proposals contained in these memoranda, relating -
" to the fihancing of refugee relief work inside Switzerland as well as
rescue and relief activities using Switzerland as a base.- (See' Vit A,
Cooperation with Intergovernmental Committee.) :

- See also III A, Appointment of Special Representatives, and the o
following detailed summaries of specific projects involving evacuations_
to Switzerland: VI D ~ 1, Evacuation of Abandoned Children from:Francej:
VID - 2, JDC Operations in France 5 VI D - 3, WJC Operations in France ;
and Rumania; VI D - 4, Rescus of Refugees from Franck and Ttaly. (IRRG);
and VI D - 5, Rescue of Refugees from France (SECE). B
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", tribution Committes; from the Ameriecan’Comm

PROGRAMS WITHARESPECTVTO RELiEE AND RESCUE_QF REFUGEES: EVACUATION

SWITZERLAND ~ -

" Various'reports ' have indicated that there are-'in France between
8,000‘and‘lO§OQ0 Jewish’ children who_wefe~forcibly;abandoned'by their
parents.upon, the seizure or deportation of the latter, and who now!:i%i
likewise: face deportation or death at the hands of occupying ‘authorities

" unless they can be. evacuated immediately.
- randa to ‘the Board from Woses. Leavitt of th

. care group), and from Donald Lowrie of the YilGA #orld!s Alliance

- .The desperate plight of these.children is further revealed 'in ]
various official reports from the U. S. Embassy in Bera. In one: in---
stance in the fall of 1942, approximately 4,000 Jewishichildrenﬁbgtween ]
the ages of 2 and 14 are reported to have been deported: to und selosed i,
destinations in:windowlessgbox-carg,,without.food or-water., ioreover, :
official and ‘other relisble reports indicate that’ the French polics,
under German orders, are currently completing a census ‘of abanddned:
Jewish children still in France, this registration being preliminary o
their eventual deportation or death. . RERTREEEA o

A program was worked .out by the Board with the ‘Americ 1. Je
Joint Distribytion Committee for rescuing thousands of :these™e 1
by means of evacuation to Switze:land,fas,well»as,for helping stain
the lives of other child.vietims. of enemy oppression-until evacuation
tan be accomplished. {see VI.D - 2,'JDC*Operationsuin3France)

"While efforts are, being directed. toward taking full edvantage:of all
possible places of ‘asylum other than Switzerland, the latter, bécatise 'of :
its proximity and status, represents the most feasible immediate -refuge .
tor these victims of enemy ‘oppression. To date,;some-3500fsudﬁ.childrenf
are reported’to have reached Switzerland. Because: of “economic: and other

- considerations, however; the Swiss Government has demanded adequate Hs- :
surances that such children, whether already in. Switzerland. or td'be " <.
admitted in the future will be evacuated after the ﬁar,'before,it Will -,
agree to pernit the entry of additional child refugeesﬁfrom‘Erance;;
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Switzerland it is 31gn1f1cant to note that’ durlng 1942 the' following
countries had offered: asylum to child refugees, varlously conditioned
_Argentina, up t0-1,000 visas for children under: 14 years of agej- ~Australia
150 Jéwish refugee:children from Vichy France between-the ages of.7'and’
14; Canada, admission.of 500 children under 18 years: of age, "under: hon
immigrant status-and . for ‘the duration of the war; Chile, adm1551on,of a
small number; Dominican Republlc, transportation and asylum for! !3500,
“children:from France, ‘Palestine;" 1,000 certificates: for unaccompanled
children under 18; South- Afrlca, temporary stay to 200 Youth’ ‘Aliyahcerti
ficite holders if no -passports were. available-to Palestme, ‘and-+the: United
'unllmlted umber: hav1ng near relatives’(mother;- Fathe \ d
'brother; ort slster) n-the United Kingdom

: s hoped :that ‘the.Governments: ‘of: these-and’ other: countrieS'can e
persuaded to make or-renew ‘such’offers of asylum. 4s' one - gtep in

direction the-Board:reopened with Eire#the question. of whether “that
country:was prepared to admit. 500 Jewish child refugees, ‘and’ flrma
" tive reply:-was received- (see IV D“7 6 Cooperation w1th Eire; and;attach=
-ments #1 and 2. thereto) :

; A message sen by the Board to the U. E:R Legation at Canberr .
also significant. in’ this connection. - The Board requested that: approprl
ate -Australian offlclals be-advised of the necesslty of giving assurance
=to neutral- countrles contiguous to occupied Europe-that refugees accepted
" by such countries- and who do not return to their homes after the war will®
be admitted as 1mm1grants to other countries. ThelAgstralian Government
was to be advised of. the steps’that have been taken this Government in’
an effort to help solve the problem,; notably the-igstance “of: U,AS.,v1sas
~ to refugee children ‘reaching Switzérland. The Board ‘also. asked i
Johnson to 1nqu1re as to whether the Australian® Govérnment would. take:
parallel action in order to induce these neutral-countries: t0 acaépt!
ditional refugees from Axis territory (Cable No. 40 to Canberra aate
April 12' see IVC -9, Cooperatlon with australla)

In recent correspondence between the JDC. and the Br
with respect to the: issuance- of 1mm1grat10n certlflcates»int Palestine
for refugee children: who escape to Switzerland,. -tHe: British: ‘heldi th
the absence of representations.on the partiof the; Swiss’ Government ko’
either the Intergovernmcntal Commlttee or the:- Brltlsh Governaen: hieren-
tire" questlon was-: “hypothetical " “Under these clrcumstances, Th 3
indicated. that they could not maké such commitments. for the-future, .
particularly since- the children-for- whom it was proposed that ‘such- ertlf
icates be reserved:Maight not even wish-to proceed- to Palestlne after the
war." "4 letter of February 18 from the British Foreign. Offic : ;
U. S Embassy in London on this subgeot (see Attachment #1) was forwarded
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to the Board along with a report on the matter (Dispatch No. 14,393 .from
London- dated March.1l).' These aobjections were likewise- presented by -
Mr. Hayter:of the British Embassy to the State Department in Decembe
A cable drawn by the 3tate Department in reply to Winant urge
British reconsideration of -this matter. - - . oriy
N - i LA 4 FE e : K M G AT
As for the»Unitedeﬁatesvitself,_arrangeménfs were made in'the fall
of 1942 by ‘the U, .S. Committee for ‘the care of Burepean Children,’ with
the approval of the Attorney General, for the evacuation of . ;000 chil

refugees fromﬂFrance;tbfthe:United:States;'j i '

- ments were being completed with the Vichy regime:ito ‘allow:the departure
~of the first 500 of hese children, ‘came the.complété.occupatipnﬁ £

France by the Nazis.=:The entire project. thus ‘appéars. to. have: n. halted;’
at leastuon the. diplomatic levellr.- . .- ., i:fris

.+ In'March, in én,attémp§°to'expénd'e%aéuation;efforts and’ provide

- such guarantees ag the Swiss demand, authorization was given to U.S,

" consular officers in Switzerland to issue during the—present.quotgnyear

_up to 4,000 immigration visas to refugee childred{arriving during:the
first half of 1944. - Such visas are to be replaced as they expire;iso
that except for children who in the interim reach.the age of.16; the s
child refugees concerned will hold valid 'visas for the duration of the -:
war and for six months thereafter. Harrison was also directed fo ad-
vise the Swiss Government that Switzerland will in turn find it possible’”
to relax her border controls and to take such other action as will
courage and facilitate the entry of refugee children (Cablé No. :
Bern dated March 18; see attachment_#2j., - - :

In an effort to. induce the Laﬁin'American:fepubiiéQEtq’g;vefassur_
ar to those given by this Government. through’:

its instructions to U. S. consul offices in Switzerland authorizing. the
issuance of up to 4,000 immlgration visas to refugee- children arriving

in Switzerland, instructions were-dispatched to the U,S. Mission

- -Brazil, Panama, Cuba, the Dominican Republic, Colombia) Peru,: Chil

. Uruguay, Mexico, Costa Rica,’El'Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, Vicaragua
Ecuador, and Paraguay, with the request that the governments of: thése:

‘countries be-asked to give similar-assurances to the -Swiss- Governmert:
Those Latih‘American:governments which" do nbt-have donsularrrépr' nt-
atives in -Switzerland qualified to issue visas were:to be: advised:that "
U.S. consular offices are. prepared to issue~such?visas’bn;behalfgbfgthe'

respective: Latin American. governments, vhere-such assistance:is- degired

* (See Cable No. 1215.to RiG de Janeiro dated April-14 comprising attaeh- .
. ment #3 and the: Girdular Airgram dated April 15 comprising’ attachment #4.)

' Minister Harrison advised the Board ‘that despite repeated informa
representations on the part of thé Swiss Government to: the Vichy regime

(cont.) - - I 7.“i;2 e
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with respect to the rplease -of abandoned’ children facing deporta I
France; Laval's decision was negative, with no explanation being given
- It was urged that no.publicity be given concerning Swiss interventi

" .this matter or Vichy's refudal,: ’ 3 r

_the Swiss Government:in‘this direction (Gable No. 2236.from Bern dated
April 11j; see alsc.Cable No. 1342 from Stockholm dated: April; 18

: i\ R T AR S
. _iMinister. Harrison: and Board: Representative MgClelland: ha
asked -t request’ that.appropriate instructions be. iasued to:the Swiss'l
-gation’at!Vichy with respect to”a iformal approach: toilaval.on ‘the':matte
'is ‘also:requesting‘the UsiSs Ministers:in:Lisbonand: Dub
igaese and Eire:Governments with requests: fo

the-JDC representative’in:Lisborm;

the' pastifour or: Fiyeiweeks’ over:300 such -children. from France:

réached, Switzerland landestinely and are- being cared. £o; bl
(Cable;No:=1155 from i‘s'bpnAdrjc_xtfediApr:'glAlB)' :

” According to airéport from ‘Ambassador White in. Lima: following
approach ‘to thé Perdvian Foreign Office along the lines suggested;’
Foreign Minister: subsequently requested information concerning “the’
alities included in:the: proposed immigration. -In response’ to ‘this-ih
-quiry the Boa.rd-indicé.ted its belief that, for the most part; Polish®
Frenchf Belgian,: and stateless children of German and- Augtrian origin
would .bé involved.. It was urged, however, that emphasis be "placed upon
the humanitarian aspect of the action suggested {(Airgram No,iA-330"1
Lima dated May 1). .- o T T T '

 Ambassador Braden in‘Havana has indicated his: belief: that.
care of child refugees were left to Cuban authorities, local’irregular
ities would probably occur, particularly in connection with any ‘finan
i%ng- that might be-arranged by the Board. ug
that, before he approaches the Cuban Governmen
Switzerland the assurances requested, it should be ascertained:
fhe American Jewish Joint. Distribution Committee.would: be prepar,
for such children through the Joint Relief Committee™in dyan
provide the latter;with the necessary funds (unnumbered: airgram; £
Havana dated Aprily22)ii. - 4 L 0 s SRR

RSN . - L. FEEE Lo
) ‘The-U.. S. Embassy’ in - Honduras.has indicated. that the. matter-ofggiving
similar assurances'to Switzérland with respect +6"child refugees;was
cuaded- with the Minister for Foreign Affairs, ‘who-appeared’ to> Symp:
thetic to the suggestion. Consul Faust indicated his belief ‘that the:
Héndurari Government: could probably be persuaded to accept a fev refuges
children on the. basis of an adequate financial guarantee (Alrpgram
£-163 from Tegucigalpa dated April 25), R

leontl)
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Ambassador Messersmith.has reported from llexico City that.'in‘order
to secure anything like a favorable reception toward the -suggestion
that Mexico give such’guarantees to the Swiss. Government, "it will.b
necessary- to prepare the ground carefully-in the Mexican Governmen
and among the highest officials.V: Messersmith ‘indicated.his feelin
_no immediate reaction from the Mexican Government:could. b :
on this matter. (uzgnumbered, airgram from k{léxic City -dated April,

Minister Harrison’and .Boa;r—ci_ : Represe‘n{:s.i_:iv‘e, McClellan

.- for clarification as ‘to-whether ‘the'Swiss’ Government's approach
: i fugees;:




LETTER?TO u.s. ENBASS¥,FRQM THE BRITISH FOREIGN OFFICE:

| February 18, 1944

[iiiYour letter’of 29th January
. -at the request. of the Inter
children‘ﬁo,lgavejFrance. )
L Béfbré‘feplyiﬁgnl:thought‘itabest to explain our position a greater,
" length to Coville,.and I.should-now like to confirm this as follows:.

-~ - Our understanding is that the Swiss Government has been requested
to-try. to obtain exit permits for. Jewish children from France, . If.thes
are given the children will receive hospitality in.the United: States:
(5,000), in Canada and elsewhere, and there will be negotiations with
the Spanish and. Portuguese Governments to get the children in question
through. those countries in order that they may proceed overseas. . The .=
Swiss Government: will be asked to grant temporary asylum to ‘some of ‘the - .+
children, but it.seems more practicable, in view of the number of visas:
offered elsewhere, that the children should be directed through Spain
and Portugal. = ., - S S :

So far the Swiss Government has not obtained any promise-of -sxit:
permits. - They have also made, so far as I am aware, no representation
to the Intergovernmental Committee or to us regarding conditions: on -
which they would receive ¢hildren in their own territory. The question’
of the children going eventually to Palestine is therefore entirel g
hypothetical, and the feeling of our authorities is that in £
cumstances it would be undesirable to freeze any ‘substantialsaum
certificates for cases which may never arise, as this would
stock available for the regular: allocations. which are»madejin’b 211
with the Jewish Agency.: Of course, if the German Government“agree
give exit permits and if as red in’ countries other than Swi

proved impracticable  to transpor
children-to those countries, and if the Swiss Government then agreed-to
take a certain numbef of  children themselves only on'the'conditiOnxthat,
the children .in question were received elsswhere at the end of the war, -
it would be open to the Swiss Government then to go the-Intergoyérnmental
Committee, which would have the duty of seeing how far-the Swiss: Govern-

' o e s X 5 A
ment's condltlo? coy;d be metﬂ- In this concrete Sgggésg gIgg}ﬁlgh
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Government could be approached in respect of Palestine or other terri
tories for which it is responsible-in exactly the same way as other
‘members of the Committee could be approached.  The mere existence'of
* the Intergovernmental Committee and the fact that Switzerlandi ‘a:mems=;
ber of it would appear to be a sufficient assuran >
ment that they will not have to shoulder the present: - burde
of refugees:in Swiss. territory with no prospect -of international“assist
ance, but ‘the assurances your Government and mine have given the
Government of sympathetic consideration over.
- -uance. of” the Swiss Government!
. apprehensions-rather unreal, .
* ~In:the ‘light of the ‘above,’ I hope you will agree ithat .ourirelilctances
".to freeze Palestine permits in apurely hypotheticalicase'whdré; on
crete action’or objection has been:raised.by. the- Swiss Government should
. if properly understood, IOW.
- being made by -the Interg A Srnm
-to persuade the German. Authorities to allow children to depart,-and
" should be ‘grateful. if this. explanation could be conveyed to. the State
Department. .. We are very anxious that,the'balance,of!immigration-permis-
sible into Palestine should be used as far as possible for refugees from. -

v.\ Nazi terror; our concern is to secura that it is used to the bést;advaq-

tage and that permits should not be frozen For people who-may not be-
able to uge them.: . . ' (R

Yours sinderely; .

A.7.G. Randall

Since writing the above I have heard. that the Swiss. Government. °
have undertaken to receive 1500 children from France if they :an
reach the frontier, and no conditions so far as ‘I know have.béen
attached to this offer. . - - SR :

1




1ot this year and before July
Specific 1nstruct10ns'fr m,the' Department may ‘extend; this 1atte :
The “visas'ar tq,b without regard fo. rollglous natlonality
atateless status and wi thotit: regard to the questlon ‘of ‘availability of
means »of “tTansportation’ to the: United States. . The children which' this
< :mstruction covers-‘shall. be u.nder 16 years.of age at the time the visas’
are’ issued;and of course are ‘stbject to the statutory immigration:
rrequirements of Section 3 of the Act of February 5, 1917 except that’
- they may be considered to mest the public - charge- requlrements sinde.th
* Attorney General has found that satlsfactory arrandements for ‘their:
support have been .mad .

‘With respec - to the’ determination of questlons under Section
“of the Regulations of November 19, 1941 as amended , concerning ‘aliens
-entering the United States, no consideration shall be given-to..the
- existence of the relationships described in Sectlon 58.48" thereof

'It is the'intention of the Department, subgect to the quot
laws,: toiassign numbers from thé quote for: next: year: to cover visas
issued? pursuant to-:this:instruction:iunder the' ‘quotafor-this.
to repeat’ this: proceSs éachs ‘year:until'at. least 6 months® afte " th
present hostilities.between’ Germany and'the -United States have’ ceased
Thus it ig: ‘intendéd’ that children®té whom visas are issued in accor
ance with' this. 1nstruction, except children who!in the interim reach
16 years: of ‘age, will continue’ to hold wvisas until transportation®
available to the United’ States,” Furthermore,’ the foregoing assumes na
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pertinent
to the De % ! _ ,
_ ; sthedr: g1 i ¥ in the interim desiring’to’obbain’
new .visas or replace:old 'ones.. There is no-need. to registerrand'fing'e‘r
Tint ‘children under 14 years.¢ : il :
e Zurich Consulate General will be-the Sipervis ory and;control,
-officenfor, the dssignment jof. quota numbers’ to offices. in SwitzerIand
equipped: for. issuing ‘immigration visas or to. which Furich can’ Purnis
~equipmenty, iThe £olloving’ inclusive non-preference.quota’ numers are
1116 igthis purpose; .t 65-t0'" 234 265+

o514,
etherlan
oy

~mentioned-or of any gther country are desired. ‘An’ estimate of quota
numbers;needed for- the) fiacal year1944-1945 should be-submitted by L
cable’ before ‘Juné<1.: Consular officers in Switzerland should be informed,
You should_jadvise*the'appi'opriate Swiss authorities, ¢oncerning .this in--:
5 that this Government earnestly ‘hopes that . the Govern-

ment of-Switzerland, will’ promptly take such action, direct:or’ indirect, *
as willifacilitate:and’ expedite the'movement'of'children,to;}S,witjzeVI‘lazid—
from France.. ' Furthermore,- you may advise the Government sof Switzerland
that the War Refugee Board wil : nancit
~that may be needed to provi

sion arriving in that country,.. -

It is requested that yoﬁ. report the reaction of the 'Swiés_aﬁ_d hat
developments in this matter which may be of. interest, be sent to .t
. D}épartment. FRE o ; :

Stato por LSSy




\ epartment‘s circular airgram.of Januar

7 p.m.'and to-your despatc 0, 14890 of March 11, 1944, you'are?® nforme
that. the- Department hag,’ ‘authorized .the. Amerlcan -consular officer: An
Switzerland:to-issue-up toifour thousand quota-lmmlgration visas to
refugee children under slxﬁeen years of ‘age without regard. to- rellglo
nationality-or statelnss ‘status, to close relatives residing in enemy,,
enemy-occupled or controlled: territory, or to the -availability of means
" of transportatlon to the United States. -The purpose of  this authori-.
zation is to facllitabe ‘the escape to Switzerland of orphaned or-abandoned.
children by glving adsurances to the Swiss Government that these' children
will not remain its chargeiafter the termination of hostilities in: Europe.
. The authorization containgprovisions.for-the continued renewal of :the
visas until ‘such time as adequate transportation facilitie sto the United
. States becomes-available,’ "Private sources have postod bond ‘with “the
Attorney General to assure-this Government that the 1mm1grat1ng chlldr
are -not likely to become public charges.

If, in addition to those children mentioned in your despatch no

~14890, there are private agencies in Brazil willing and able to under-:
+ take a program for the care of refugee children, regardless of ‘roligio
‘the War. Refugee Board is' confident that it-can make arrangements:t
provide these agencies.with adequate funds for the maintenance. edut .’
cation and- welfare of "as many children as the Brazillan Government oul
be willing to grant entry.:;Should they prove necessary, funds ould
’ undoubtedly be available: to meet transportation éxpenses from Switzarland
“to Brazil.:"In view of Senhora Vargas' known interest in' charitable: “under:
takings,  the War Refugee Board hopes that you will be able to approach
her regarding this program with a view to obtalnlng such cooperatlon and
1eadership in Brazil ag- she may care to give.

"Would you approach appropriate officials of . th LBrazillan Govern-
ment informlng them:of the foreg01ng and requesting them to give
. g S
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agsurances.to the Swiss Government through their diplomatic mission:

Bern of Brazil's willingness to accept .the five hundred Jewish .children!
and as many more refugee children as may be possible:in’a’ manner: gimilar
‘to this GoVernment's.offer.. For the information.of the Brazilian Gové
ment, itlis}consorvativelyvestiméted,that~thereAare'in!Frangé'alone
approximately eight. to ten.thousand abandoned or.orphanedgrefugeegchildren
,Should:the Brazilian Government be willing ‘to.make-this further humani:
‘tarian offer,”please request the Minister of Foreign Affairs to authorize
1ts Chief  of Mission in .Bern:to issue the. appropriaté: mumber:ofii

gratlon visasiand to maint

tion facilities -from:

Brazilian:Government:may be. inf : ]

of the War Refugee: Board attached.to the American Legation'in Bern will
be glad.to’cooperate:with the Brazilian diplomatic and’.consular officers

[ PR e 3

. Please ‘report by telegraph whether this suggestion has been received
favorably by the Brazilian;Government,.and if $0,- the number- of ‘additional
‘ children-it.is:prepared to admit, ., ferd

-A report.has been received by ‘the War Refugse Board that ‘Senho
--Juan Alberto,:Minister of Fconomic Coordination, recently stated in a.
private interview that he believes that Brazil could reagonably under-
:. takesa progressive five-year program for the settlement of ‘Jewish and
other European refugees beginning with one hundred thousand during the
" first year. The state of Goiaz was suggested by Senhor Alberto as.
having climatic conditions and natural resources suitableifor colon
- zation by Europeans. "It is understood that the Ministry'is preparin
a plan for transmission to the War Reéfugee Board. -
matlon concerning the plan 'that the Embassy can submit, together with
its comments thereon, will be appreciatsd by the Board. - o

..
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CIRGULAR>AIRGRAM TO PANAMA, CUBA DOMINICAN REPUBLIC COLUMBIA
. PVRU CHILE URUGUAI AND MEXICO ! :

April 15, 1944

g : : o' the Department's clrcular a rgram
January 26, ‘7 pem andito’ subsequent communications on refugee matters
you are:- informed “that.ths Department has now. authorized the ‘American
consular ‘officer in"Switzérland to issue up-to four-thousand quotaiims:
" migratlon visas to refugee children up to sixteen years of age without.:

regard: to rellalon, nationality or stateless status, to close relatives

residing in enemy, “enemy-controlled or occupied territory, or to the o

availabllity of means of transportation to the United States. . The -pur-.

pose of thils authorization is.to facilitate the escaps to Switgerland-
of orphaned or abandoned-children by giving assurances to the Swiss
Government.:that these children will not remain in Switgerland after ™
. termination of hostilities in Europe. The authorization contains. .pro-
visions for the continued renewal of the visas until ‘such time: as ade~ -
quate transportation facilities to the United States become available.
Private-gources have posted bond with the Attorney General of the . )
United States to assure this Government that the 1mmigrat1nu chlldren
‘will not become publlc charges. :

‘If there are private agencies in the country to wnich you are
accredited willing and able to undertake a program for the care of';
refugee.children, the War Refugee Board is confident-that it can make:
arrangsments. to. prov1de ‘thoss-agencies with: adequate. funds- for' the
maintenance, ‘education and welfare of -as many children as the Government
‘of that country would be willing to admit. - Should it prove necessary,
funds would undoubtedly be available to meet transportatlon expenses
from Sw1tzsrland to that_ ountry. : . .

Klndly approach appropriata officials of the Government to which
you are accredited, inform them of the foregoing and request them to .
-give assurance to the Sw1ss Government through thelr diplomatic mission’

. '., T DE(‘LAOSUH'ED
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in Bern- that theyrwill'acceﬁt ﬁﬁ fo a fixed number of fefugee»ghildpen.
in a mamner similar to that of this Government. For the information of
the Government .to which you.are accredited, it is '

mated”that there are in France alone elght to ten;thousand,abéndéﬁedr

or orphaned refugee children, Should that Govcgnment be willing to
;make-this'humanitarian'offer, please request the Ministry of

Affairs ‘to authorize. itg chief of mission-in Bernh to issue -t







PROGR/MS WITH RESPECT T0 RELIEF AND RESCUE OF REFUGEES: EVACUATION T -
SWITZERLAND o o . B

ol

JDC OPERATIONS IN FRANCEVV:

The Board has worked out with the American Jewish Joint Distri-
bution Committee a program to evacuate 5,000 to 6,000 ebandoned Jewish"
children from France to Switzerland and to sustain their lives pending
evacuation. Licenses were granted in January 1944 permitting these: :
operations up to a total cost of $600,000 for six months, An initial’;
remittance of $200,000 was sent to the JDC- representative in Switzer
land and operations are under way, (For further evacuation details

~8ee VI D - 1, Evacuation of Abandoned- Children from France.) -

“The license issued to the JDC was broader than that originally
given to the World Jewish Congress in that it permitted:expenditures
for relief as well as for evacuation work (a difference ‘since remo
by the broadening of the license to.the WIC). Sy

- In February 194 the JDC license tias anonded. t
" that issued to the Union of Orthodox.Rabbis, “so’ £
: chase of local currency against free -exchange;where :such’ actio

‘hecessary to acquire the local- currency (see attachment #1 16
ooperation with Treasury Department)
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=1, Evacuation of Refugees’ rom
projects the JDC has vemitted. fund
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PROGILUIIS WITH RESPEGT TO THE RELIEF AND RESCUE OF REFUGEES EVACUA"I‘].ZON
TO SWITZERI_AND

'

| WJC_OFERATIONS -

S In‘July 1943, in
upon to release’ some 70,000 Jews, the Treasury reviewed ite positionmwiths
regard to the. ]_'lcens:r.ng of evacuation and relief operations:in Europe
The ' proposed evacuation was said to require $170,000 and.was to be handled
by: the -World Jewish Congréss. The Troassury declared that it was: repared
to-license the transaction provided that (1) no forcign exchiange or other:
benefit accrued to the enemy, {2) blocked accounts in this country for
the payment of such funds were subjected to extra safeguards, and (3) 'I:he

-past, ownership of.‘ the local currency was ostabllshed ~

In September the U, S. Minister in Bern wag mstructed to issue &
license to the WJC authorizing it to undertake transactions necessary for
the cvacuation of Jewish rofugees from Rumania and Fra.nce. Relimbursement
for the purchase of local currency was to be made frém blocked: -accounts i
the United States'or Switzerland, created by the deposit of  funds. by -
private groups in this country. Funds wore then to be allocatéd. to’ tho
porsons furnishing the currency, such persons to be certified by the WJIC,
No payment from such blocked accounts would be permitted until the end-of"
the war and without the approval of the WJC, and no assignments of interocs
in such blocked.accounts would be permltted The acquisition of. - Gtmes
ship of the francs purchased was to be checked. - This license. was nob.
issued by the U, S M;Lnlster due to Britlsh npposition, amon S

Winant adv:Lsed that whlle 'bne Brltlsh Mlnlstry of Economlc Warfa:r
was-prepared to agree in prmc:r.ple with the financial arrangoments- pro=
posed by Treasury, the British:Foreign Office saw grave objections be-
cause of the difficultics which they perceived in the evacuation of “any
considerable number of Jews from enemy-occupied territory in.view of the
problems of “sh:Lpp:mg" and of "flndlng accommodatlons in the countrles
of the Neur Bast."

The license Was flnally issued in December 1943 and the flrst B
$25,000 remitted. A total emount of $100,000 ecovering a ‘period of ‘six
months, as requested, was licensed, (In this conncction see. Gable No.
242 dated January 10 to London). v
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In Januery this license was amended so as to permit free exchange ..
being made available in enemy territory, if necessary, to obtain local i~
currency,sthereby makmg this license similar to that issued to the - -
Union of Orthodox Rabbis, - A subsequent amandment permitted operations
in Y“enemy or enemy-occupied terrltory" in place of 'hhe orlglnal "France

and Rummua." . ;

In oomunlcations i‘rom Bern through the State Department (Cable

No. 1160 dated February 26 and Cable No, 1851 dsted March 25) J_nformation

. has been relayed-to the WJC concerning disposition of certain of the
funds transmltted for- these rel:n.ef and rescue ac'b1V1t1es.

OmMmy the WJG llcense WeES further amended permlt.tmg among
other  things the. remi‘btance to Switzerlend of the’ Sw:.ss frane equivalent
of another $100,000 for<evacuations from France, Ruman:.a, a.nd other enemny
terrltory‘(Cable No. 161.,0 to Bern. dated May 11)
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FROGRAMS WITH RESPECT TO RELIEF AND RESGUE
SWITZERLAND -~ . ° 1o o

. Early in vFebrua‘ry'l'%l, the’ Interhational\ﬁescue‘.and Relief Committee
~.Inc., requested ‘permission:to-send $60,000 over.a period of"six :months !
~to its Swiss representative in Zurich for use in connection with the
:rescue and ‘temporary relief” of certain refugees trapped. in France and
northern Italy, = = -~= i .= . T

‘. “The license subsequently issued (see Cable No. 839 to Bern dated
March 14) contains -the same provisions as do the licenses issued.to the
American Jewish-Joink ‘Distribution Committee (see attachment #1:to VIT
€ ~7), the World Jewish Congress, and the Union. of Orthodox :Rabbig, .
except that in the license issued to the IRRC it is specified. that the
total amount authorized for the six-month period beginning-February 15,
'1944, may not exceed Swiss francs 255,000 or the dollar equivalent thereof
(approximately $60,000). L o S S .
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PRCGRANS WITH. RES
SEITZERLAND '
: S

FECT 'TO RELIEF AND RESCUE CF REFUGEES: EVAGUATION TO

. Since-1937 a:group'known-as Selfhelp ‘o Emigres from Central R
Europe,’Inc., has operated primarily for the purpose of agsisting victim
of Nazi oppression, many of them of the intellectual group. Thoughits
committees in Prague, Brussels, and Paris. hawe had to be dissolved, -
Selfhelp of Emigres still continues its work in Switzerland through its

Zurich committee and through the Comite pour le Placement de Refugies
Intellectuels in Geneva. . S RS

Through urgent Red Cross messages, it was learned that a great many .
refugees from Hitlerism now in France are in desperate need  of money, .
partly in order to buy food, partly to facilitate their liberation from
camps, but largely, it is inferred, to enable them to make the dangerous.
trip to such neutral countries as Switzerland and Spain. Because of -
limitations imposed by the Trading with the Enemy Act, 'Sél1fhelp of. - o

Emigres had to restrict its work in recent years to the assistance of ‘such *
refugees as had already reached Switzerland. In early February 1944, ’
however, Selfhelp petitioned for a license to permit the transfer of R S
funds to its representstive in Geneva to be used for the rescué.of these .7
refugees in France and other enemy-accupied countries -- ineluding Ttal;
Belgium, and Holland -- and for their relief pending evacuation L

. The license subsequently issued (see Cable No. 782 to Bern dated-
March 9) contains the same provisions as do the licenses issued.to: the -

. American Jewish Joint-Distribution Committee (see attachment #1 to VII C

), the: World Jewish Congress, and the Union of Orthodox Rabbis, “exg¢ept -
that in the license issued to the SECE it is specified that the'total: -
amount authorized for the period ending August 31, 1944, may not exceed

. Swisg francs 93,618vor the dollar equivalent thereof,(approximately"\
$23,000). : S S
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