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PROGRAMS WITH RESPECT. TO RELIEF· AND RESCUE 
AND THROUGH SPAIN (AND PORTUGAL) 

..... -·· 

· .:~./ ,'. :·· · ... ;'EVACUATIONS- .FROM .FRANCE 

·•· .. • i·· ·, ',g,~1:~:;~i~~~~~~~;;i:'J\j~~~(Jc:~,·~··;·:::·-~;:.·:':<;T.c:·::(.,~ 
Upon the• recommendation of'the.Board,: a •was.· 

April 12 to the :.Tewish. Labor,Gommittee permitting :i.ts:·rer:ir·e~~·~ .... , ... ,;~--·: 
.in Portugal to carry: on relief and .. evacuation.operations in 
territory (see attachment #2 to VI}.C 7, Cooperation• with the 
Department).:·· An. initial' remittance :or .$10,000 was· authorized. 
operations de:;;igned to rescue persecute~ persons from Fra~c.~,.:: .. ·,.c:.:J.,;;,·,,e::'c>>:·, • .,, 
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Hirschmnnn ·advised the Board on Fobrtiary 26 
been made with the·· Turkish· Ambassador for the 

.. refugee ·childre!l.:f'i?m· Bulgaria .to•·Palestim;·. 
150 every ten days;:lthus .. breaking',the land :r.I·an,sn.or 
had .theretofore ·existed::(Cable.·No~>J44 · 

u 
13 ?..:~M1~\:rt :;: ~ .. ' ' ·;·!;~;~; ii.:~;;d%~:;;;~k~~tf1~~·~>,·:~\.~. ~··, .. 

· · ·.On March 9 Adrriirnl: Lahd;;ordered .Myron 
War Shipping Admi~J.istrntion,•.':from Cairo to Ankara :to· 
with· the. BlnckSea:·shipping problem· (Cable No.' .. 180\:Ui.ted 
attachment #g) •. :>In'a cable ,:from. Steinhardt dated,March .. 

. ed that negotiations lu>d beguri.!for:~ the purchasei.,of; 

':, ·.· ·: ,' '• '; ', :, ··:.'f;:;.;~(";;:~r_;.~ ... }';:·~·[i~·.:))t{~~~~:t· ' : :, :.•::: .... ·. 



.· :·:.-.:>; . 
1 •• '-···-·,,;n_ .U:_ ·;,;c:UJii"'-..lil' <;·U.V_.L:>"U.' 

Jewish'·· . 
to Palestine~;· 
of children·;·: . .Tlirkis)1 authqrities:· had _ '·:i:hs 
140 children with';:IO.:aduJ;ts to pass from RUI!!ania·i.through·. 
ten. days.~ .Hirschmanb.' .. fur:'ther reported'. that. 90 · other; 

· ly reached Turlcey:from:·Bclgaria en route ·.to:P8,iestinEvand;·. 
· arriv;ed' from Greece>: Hirs'clunann: also e.dvised of: 't.he' efforts> 

w.a.ki.n!i·; to obtai.lr 'tiie''use ··of. a Turkish· ship for· .,,· ... ~ ~"·~+oi ,,,..; .• wr,.,.lr 

No.··388 dated.Harch 4; see attachrJent #16). ,:.:; ··. ·· 

:•'/';;A:io< . ' ~l;~~~ ·~~~{~~~c.; t;1~ Boa~dih~· March ~~ t~ 
·.•;J'.;;:\.\ .·is making:available the "~.S. Tari,".a.4;ooo-~~'passengef ... · 

:~~,_:·.·.·::.-~---:,: __ -:;_;·~:;·: .• ·--~---~-.'~.:,'_!'._.·.-•. ·~-~--:~·:·:_~.-.:.··. :h~~r~!~ a 0~a;~~0~e;:~~~n~~-. :t~~:~!1;ei~g!!!fr~;~t~6~:s .s . 
. ·. ~-- bul. ·However, the Turkish Government, he· said;''·woUld ··•· · perlii.it::;the; 

r;.:,:/H~~ft·. 

::_.;\,./· 

vessel to continue with this evacuation work after the 
first trip unless by that date this Government hadmade. 
vessel available. to the.:Turks (see·_Cable· No. 455 :dated. March·.• 
prising· attachment /flTand Cable:N_ci~ 472: 

· tachment filS) •.. :-Thereafter Hirschmann. went .. tci· .... · r,..1·.,uihl-I1 
. charter•· of the· Vessel'i•and' iUformedi'the J:JC>al.CQ;o<<>Jna.v\·~llcB 
Attache ~··Black· o:r;';;the}j'iar Shippirig:_Adminis tra . 

· Attache,.:,l:md he haci:'<··agreed,:that: the ·ns.s·;; 'Tari";· 
evacuation. purposes:!and:'tllltt·:iJ;>Y,ill 'san rot. . 

. plies have·.been lo,aded~''.'charter:. price 'agreed 
ana_ insilrance pl<icea~:::; Hirschnui.im. reported t.h,t. t.h,;,,;,;,rc,.M_bl 
be about. $4,000 :per.-cJ&y. exclusiv€J>or .. insurance~.. ·''n·f''·+~->.<>'•'·"r.-.i.; 
was estimated at.frcini .thirty' to'·;thirty-six days · 

. authority.to entei·il,ltO·a charter:;part;y on 'beha 

· -:.,.;> . .:· .. :Di;\W;:~: ~,, , :_.\: .. ?~'d~tj;: 





.·;Hirschrminn' 
LUL"l\..1.>111 authoritieS have 'tO 

the 
11
Tari!';:for:175, _ . . pourids (approximately-$97;200-

•. ted.'evacuatiori'voyage. _ .Eight' days are to be'a1lowed. 
_·embarkation-~_andfd¢barJr.ati6n under the arrangement~· and a·- charge 
··appro:ximately)~J~245;·per-4aY: :for 'each'-day in excess ~f eight. . 
made_~· Hirschmann has warn'ed _that delays in embarkation: are 

. and that. the :Voyage: can_ be!; completed:;within two months on:ly 
'' most :favorable .. 'circuinstances. - The representat:tve ·in Turkey 

War Shipping Administration';" who participated in all the 
'·for the "Tari~1;,:regards· the: price_ agreed upon as reasonable 

ei:xisting conditions.i:The Turkish 'Government,- Hirschmann has ... ,,u~·"""'"'-" 
-'requires a ·guarantee.•that -the "Tar:!,." will be replaced in case: 

-·>by a comparable passenger vessel, and will not accept a 
· · replacement-. covering _a cargo vessel~, In_view of the· fact 

·• 
11
Tari

11 
will. be prepar_ed to sail shortly, Hirschmann has.~·stre 

:··necessity: of;'expediting:~the: German•safe,.conduct; (Cab_le No. 
March 2(;- :see'att!t<ihment 1 '#2~}.}'!n'(:~onnection with UL-_ "-'-',"'""

5 Turkish> Government: with. a. substi tut&>:vessel. for--·.-.,_,,,. •-••m~.-< 
. . <latter .. rna:y·mak~/inore·~than orie•;:,');rip~-.a message: 
:; Winan-t _ _( Cable' N:o~,f:2516;·dated )larch':Jl) asking hini . 

i.~ assistance,: in· the('attemp't ,being':· made .. toi'obtain an Italian:. 
•-; Mediterranean. area~Jiwhich•;might: b(fchartered to the.·Turks; 
· ance·;was·tsubsequentiy:-~!niom'ised ;t;y,:the 'British through their .. rE~PI'eseirta:~:?.:'i 
. :. ~e;: (~·::~~f::i: ~~~:~t:.tv;~tY~',;/~:~~~~~f.\~~~~~: 5'AEDB~ ~-f:;f(·'·(;:)!i)·~ ; ? ; ; 

· ;_
1

c In/a ·letter:,dated .February· 25 :rrom the International'Red: 
it vias stated'.that',thr'ee Bulgariaii;,yessels, the 11Bellacitta 

:and the, 11Maritza~,n.;were available/to-, transfer refugees~ to 
, ~ . . , - . ·r , :, .. ·' , (. , . .;·~- i ' :.~- : ,-' . 



·~~~~m;;,. . :. ~(.~-~-i~~~r~,:/ 
'In; ce:Lyed.-by-
of 'l'ransnistria. - 'turned over' to .:thei,, ' 

' Hirschmann' was ,'requested , . ascerts.in whether . .-.the'Germans -""'-~ '""'C·u~'i.":"~.,._ 
~.- demand and ;if' ~oi :to dnsist that Rumania resist it~_:. Hi_rs-chJninlil'istlbsiequentlj 
, . advised the~Board<that,·_._-with ·the .approval of Ambassador 

had conf'_e:ITed on- tl}is matter and on .the generalattitude of .Rumania_ 
Jews and!-other''ffiii1orities· with the .Rumanian Minister to Turkey,~·\As.­

. -result of thes~-_- conversations, the RllP.18.nian Hinister took the•,,matter 
· w:l,th his government, and Hirschmann was advised:·tha't- the Ruma:!l;i.:an,:,G()VElril­
ment had ·pledgee!< ;itse_l:t;j•to ·facilitate·, in every possible_: mamiEn;:,,tli.e,i_E~m:l>- ,. 
gration of::Jews-'.and that it .would transfer au· Jews in rr,lil:qnJ"' 

Ruman~ap~-~;,r·/~;t )!{' ': /~~; _ ,':\ : ~ t. · , :lji:%. 
' Steinnardt .subsequently -reported the substance 

tween the Rumanian l;!inister to Turkey and the International· 
representative in Ankara late in March, in which the. former 
the Antonescu Government. was. still'. in power in. Rumania, and. u .. ,~.u,, .. , •• 

able politicaL change had taken pl~ce.. The.,Rumarlian Minis· 
'although· during :·the, :preceding: few weeks transportation 
• become very::c!ifficult;. , tlie· Rumanian Government .wasc'doitig ·eve:rv,lJnl.n!!'-..: :1 

· ·possible :.fori>the- Jevrs .in<'~ha t:\:countrn so· lqng,'as : .. ~h\') . 
Government.! remains in·.- pol'(er ;-,,it was averred .that: riot-; a.: s 

'be molest.edAby\that 'government~ ·i The Minister- stated' that ,,,._.,.,,mm 
<: transportatfon ·facilities·.perniit,· the Jews· in. · · 
·moved into: Ruman1a .proper,;, .:this· report .has bee~:confirmed 
refugees 'arriving;cin Turkey from Rumania (Cable•·No.· 581· 
dated March- 30;, 'aeeVI'G,:-~;1~ Transfer of Jewwfrom "-·".'""•-»u. 

'~~':).\yi. ~~ ·~;K\.;,;;;~:.}~. ·.· L.!:) · . .~\. ,;;{1;;. .. ··- .. -.... ".:,,., .. , .,. ___ ,,_,-,_._,_ ,. 

l' · ·1 ... ~ ~ · \,~::_~:/·;~ta_te ~~Pt.. 
·: ::elY 'R.; I:L 



',.j~:~~~4tf::J:~:·\·;~: :;,_:. ·.·· i /):' .· . . . . . '. .• . . ' . 
• B~_"Bellacitta, 11 which was said to be·a; . 

:tr·an.spor·c JfeVIdshre:ruetee : from.Mangalia to Istanbul,. was h<Jldup: by 
to secure safe-conduct from Gernany, Cables to the U~: s; Le..:·. 

·,..; ~,;,;·~:: _., gations ·at Bern. and Stockholm vrere 1iispatched, asking. that .th~~·!3wiss · 
.,_,~'!.'~i·-1;~:-:·and Swedish governments· be asked.to. support, in their own nanies···, · 
"· ' ;\;request of<the·Internaticinal Red Cross for safe~·conduct f'rom 'liE~rnlalll'l:,:• 

.. i:1:;~oie~ent,-:/:.·;,:tf::'rif.f~ii\';,:._,;····.·. ·,~··::·:.·. ~- , . ··.·•. :.>.:' _.··::.·• :·: 

i ~ .:,'j ·,.. . .. ,:.•: ··• :;· . •:In. connection •VIi th continuing negotiations with the nr•n.:-.n:.• 
.- .. •;/.{(-;/it/:'· Government for use of a· Turkish vessel, the Board was advised 

:;,:-;;~~,;,:-::i;.',':" Steinhardt that Black of the. "lar Shipping Administration had 
the opinion. that. the ._premium. asked by local Turkish underwri 

. . . riskinsuralice·.on.:the 11S,S. Tari 11 uas outrageously high. · ..... .,.,, ... ,,., 
this Governmenti_s'<guarantee to repla-ce 'the vessel, :in the. ·o;,o~..t·:.,·~f'-:\, 

· its 'ioss ;.Black suggested\that;no ·war risk insurance be. · 
.

11
Tari11 •.or::else. that:-;it,be: c~m~red :.through WSA. (Cable }jo; 590·: 

· : dated~··April\;3)-~'·'.:The Board·accordingly:·advised Ste · 
GUI~ • ··u•:r1

11 >is '_\chartered to the. Board,- the win'. risk 1'?ill hi 
•f,'LUriOlli!'Il WsA:at" a 'rate"considerably'less ·than that being asked 

(Cable:•N9:·. 306(to 'Ankara;datedApril 8). .. · · 
. ):/:: ::::··~·-~.::-; :'~i: .. ::(·:~ .. ~::-->.-:::H~·-i·</~/t~:· r·:_ ·._·,: ·:::_·.,;~:: '<3 .. :· _;· :'; : .: : · · ... '_ . -: .- . · ~ : ·-·:: :.·. . . . . 
-:•·:At the suggestion'.of ,Ste~nbardt _and Hirschmann,· the· re]:Jres"'"· ""''" ... ''·" 
the InteinationalRed Cross.in Ankara conferred.with 'the Ge:rman 

:von)apeJ:l iri Ankara~ who agreed to recommend tci his government_{:·;\_.' 
· .. :_ :,::'··::~ ... :.·:;i,;l,;f\}:.:·{;,'~;/: . •; ·'•i\~:~t·.) : ' ; :.;:i::·.:>:~·i·:· \ ·, 





vU•6 .'JJ01ir(l:fCla[IJ.91U.,JUnoass;aU<Jr.·.,, .. ,LnElll_, ~in' London;· .. ,..,.,,,,., .. ;,_; 
.possibility'·.of·~using.... . 
·a-. Swedish·vesseLhas now 

;:tlliE~:,~tPl:>ro•val becomes .orrid.ai · 
. , . . .. 'Ambassador dn Lond.ori; the' "'"""-~"'",,~,v~,"L~~•.i""'t. 

· iS/illsci.to be . , to .request' a. German' safe-conduct.: 
involved·'.'(Cable No~;·J005 ··and '3434 to. London dated ·Aprill5 

.· '-.~ C.· "T)f);~~~.:~ff.~~{N\\~~~-~~~.~~-0G~e~\:.~jita~~:) :;;,(:·~:~f:':;.:j .· · ~--··· .·.:, 
. ' ·. · Since:'.there apparently are a sufficiently large number. . . ..... "J>,.,,.,;,., .. 

to jusf:ifY'the use•of,;.ships cin· addition to the 11Tari 11 and since 
obtaining· of a G·Jrman safe~conduct for the "Tari11 is uncertain,'. 
has"asked .that the American Jewish Joint Distribution · · ·.,.Pnr'~'um~ 

• : ''tative at Lisbon attenipt1 to. conclude •. negotiations for . 
. )J(Cable-No.· 626 from.•AnJm.ra dated April 8)~; ·The JDC. has··~ :au . .L"'c'·' 
... ; representative to this .effect, and ·.the Board. has asked•. !IU.rlHl vt:r 

· >and Board· RepresentativE)"Dexter. there; to lend all. possible . sJ,:s"&<mc:e.::tr:.. 
·'in this effort (Gable No.· 1059 to Lisbon dated April, 17;:see .. 

Cooperation with Portugal), 
:,-.· 

With respect. to .further ''illegal" voyages _by ,the 
11 Mari tza 11 

'-- • that is; (evacua tiona in which .. the,. pr~per ·, 
· , Palestine::imrnigratiori::certifi'cates ,-'and Turkish •.An. T.,..,n""· 
.. visas are·'la.cking;.\Steinhardt: has· indicated ',(that•:if the .. ~""v·v~· .•. v 

,go beyond':500 .refugees·: per· ·month·; '.he ·is reasonably ·sure· tha or,,.,~, ... ,,,, 
.. transit'c!iri' be arranged:.;iiith.the:,.Turkish !U.nister:for.F 

·;· .. aS each:~C·casion arises;'' subJect :tO ,the limiteU~,carl"Jing .. v u,...u~~v,J: 
. ; ".tho railroad~ to. the Syrian f'rontier from :Istanbul;:,. u..,·_, ".' ""'"· . ...,,. 
. '>,' recent: substantial increase· iri .'the transit. to. Pales tine . 
. ·'/of refugees: arriving, 11 legally,.i•·steinhardt estimates.: ' 

. ·the maximum number of: re'f'ugees:'arriving illegally:.,each: · 
·rail transportation coul<'l.-b!" provided •. ·(See.'Cabl~)No,., 

.:. dated April.l9; see' ·also· Cable ·No, >~51 to Ankara:_da.te<.ifiu.r.c.c:·.J.-"- '· 
' . , } :&: . ' ,ij::):i:/i:\'; ·. ::_:i{ ~:-~t.i' .. ·. :: .. : r>:' 

.. :;. . ·- ,. ~: 



i··')~f'~1~f%t ::.r . 
."!~'~·cable t6 Steinhardt. was· advised that the 

obtained from the· War· Shipping Administration and from the wn·~,, an 
Economic Administration authorization to commit th:j.s (!,.,,.,.,..,,"" 

·replacement of the,11Tari, 11 in the event of the loss of 
j ected ·evacuation efforts •. · with a. passenger vessel,~ as 

1- the .Turkish· Government.~:· .In· orde·r·, to remove the'· one ··l ~en1a1.n1n>t 
~, (/·•~'\i.' .. , . the gran~ing ·of .safe-c'cinduct by .the·. German Government, 
1;- l'·;,,~;: .. : · .. asked ·.~to ·urge ,o that both: the International.· Red :r_c >ss:;,renresen·ta·ti ''19 ·''•in. 
r:.. / .• ',. · An.ka.ra.and.the Apostolic Delegater'from Istanbul: 
(,, ··;:'··.·Papen.i;±n:.person. ; Steinhardt was.·also being asked 
F <\ .. : ,when: the:: '!Tar± ll:.±s',:ready• to·: depart/; in- order . . 

•;:;;:.·::.,rr.;::f'~;I.~~-~~~~~f;j~lj\t:~J:!i~[~!-~;:_1;~:{:~·;:1~%1N.fi.~j~;•~'-·:··· ... ·: 
:.· · . ; ·.\.•.On.Apr~l. 7:-the;\S~ .s •. Mar~tza.,,arrived. a ,. 
:!:.::· with'.244:'Jewish refugees~ ·:Again TUrkish authorities were· or•t:~vl:t.wc.,u 
\'; .. · upim :to: permit. these( refugees to land and to furnish 'tliem 

;t; /(t::,traniportation 'to ·Palestine_although,'· according .to. s-r. .. 1nh,..,.,1,..: 
,.;-;.• 'a few.-of. othem had .'l'iirkish visas· and .Palestine certificates , 

\: 625 :rrorn.·Ankara.da.ted:'Aprll.8;' see attachment #33)~. ' .. 
-,_ ·: ~-.~~·:.~~~~·-~<·\ ~:·: ::: .-:.}; '·::/:~(ri~~~·l~!;~ .. ;,~::.' ·. ~ : ::-... .,..- ::· . '= ... ·.,.. . . ·• · 

1 

••• . ~f: -~.·-... 
Later" in Apnl .Ste~nhardt reported the safe· arrival · 

of the:"s. S. Bellacitta11 with 152 Jewish refugees on,board· (Cable:.: ... 
No 746 'from Ankara .dated April 25; see attachment #34)·. The Board· was­
also· advisetl. of.the·· safe ·conclusion of the second voyage of ·the. "S •. s •. 
Milka

11 
with 272 refugees on board -(Cable No. 1316 from Lisbon ·-~ 

May 1) •·' ·.A. i(otal of 907. refugees were evacuated dUring the 

t';:_;_f_.'.' ..... :_·_t_; __ .::_·~.;.-.. ·-:_·: .. '.: __ ._,' ... · ...•. : ~~~\;~~mp~;:~~~~~ t~~~~~t~~;o~!:c~~:y t~o ~:f:;tin!~l of, 

2 • • ·.:~o.ther report ·f;~~'stein.'Iardt indicated tha~ {~f~rmatiori 
the Internatioool Red Cross reoresentative in 1\nkara to .the ·effect: 
if the projected destination of the "Tari11 were changed·from.Haifa. 
Isken~erun (Alexandrette), a German safe-conduct for the ship· 

! , be granted. Inasmuch. as such a change of destination v1ould. 
. reshipping· the refugees. from· Iskenderun, presumably on 'some 

· !t > 1 
· · ·Nations' ship, Steinhardt' advised the IRC representative .:·,,c;.~·,;-'fFo change·· would be agreeable only after. all hone· of·.· · 

.:·M;};:.::. . safe-conduct to Haifa has· been abandoned (Cable No::·:n5 

~!Jr.;,~< ... dated _A_ ·p·r ... ~.· ... l ._ .. 22) •. ·_;;_,_·',· .. ·.:._·.·;,.•·;~."· .. ·· .. ~ .. --·.··.· .. ··i •• ·.:_,. .'.'. :.··.· -.·'-.• • .•.• :/.,;_.,.:: ·.:·.·.·. · · · .. ,'.·.'_ .. ··,_·'.·:·::·.·:.·.·.·.: __ •• '._,,··,:.,· .... '.: ... 

·:·~1~P ·· .. . 
'~;L7 .. 
s.~~?/~ 



Stainhardt was --ask~d to expior~- this possibility, sine~. the'. 

:::.~~=~c~~~~~\J.~Ys~:c~~~a:h~:r#»). is~~~ -:•. ~7~,rE::,:;:J-: 
In connection. with pressing-for the German ~afe-condu~t ~t(;··:H~:i.ra; · 

i)iJ~;/ f~£~~~:~~~i~[~~~~~~:~if.~:~1~:fffi~::: ,,n.fupon• 

::.;<_;_?~}~1f1~f-;:~1t~¥~j~~-~ill~~f:tt[t':~~~s~ol~c\;,;f~~t::~--~ 
c\ . '.'.-: .; later :indicated: that'· he '-has been- assured that 'the. Vatican ·w;n.-.-ho~-.;,,.,,.,~ 

hln'·' .. ::;;?~~~,~~fm~t;~m;;:).~'f;;"7d""\f~"Eti:" 
-j.:-'tf·:·~\ _ . . .:·Accordmg to.ano.ther.·report from Steinhardt,. German .5von .. , 
:·-;·,:l -, - - Papen · in Ankara· promised the .International Red Greis's representative· .there:-

·';:-;,1(',}.-'. that he would send: a fourth telegram to-Berlin requesting that: sare~conduct 
::·;:; · ' be granted for the 11 Tari'.ll: Von Papen is also reported to· have 'stated that 

_:);~~(::;- - ~e as~ed the Ger~ Minister in Ankara to take up the matter personally,· 
-:;"''r ·, · ~mmed~ately·upon.his expected return to Germany (Cable No, 744-from Ankar~ 

.,:_-:}_~_f,_'_ datedApril24')-~-_;· · ···;,'.;_·· ,. 
'I .. ·~-: t\._;~~,l<·:) .. · 

-:· 

~- . 

In connection. with the possibility that the Germans· might grant'_safe•:: 
conduct to the 11Tari11 more quickly if its vpyage terminated at a .fuf~ish · 
port instead of Haifa, the Board has suggested -to Steinhardt: th'at;•the , .. 
"Tari-"·could be routed to Istanbul and the refugees could theri·remain'on 
the boat until transported by rail. It was further indicated· that,-: v1hile 
the Ambassador's knowledge of the railroad situation in Turlcey,is' 
grea.ter and more immediate than that available to the Board here:.··a~scu.s'-' 
sions with the Foreign Economic Administration would seem to indicate;. 
existing railroad facilities are sufficient for the transportation-
Turkey of many more refugees than are now being accommodated:· 
to Ankara dated May 3}. · . :;; . 

• ·:',·"<-'··· 
See IV D ·- 2-;. Cooperation with. fur key, and 'the following~ 

projects involving ·rescues to.and·.through Turkey:·-• VIc·-· 
Je•1s from Transnistria to Turkey;- .VI C - 2, Rescues .from HU'11P'"'r·v:· 
the Balkans (UOR); and VI F - 2, Rei11statement of Turkish· v~1a:~er1snt~P 
Refugees in France; · · - . . . 

··•:,.: ,f' 

See also·Iv_c'--2/co6pera:tion with Russia;' IV D- 3, Cdop~rati~n . 
with Switzerland; IV D - 5, Cooperation rlith Svl8den; and VB - 1 a tJll.ough. 
V B - 1 d, Gondi:tions in Hungary; Rumania, Slovakia, and BulgariEl:· · ;·., · ' 



CABLE NO.' ;J.46:To ANKARA FROM THE,BOARD 

Not ~~:~,~,d~r :: ,;;,J~~I~::::,19:i.· • .(:\,:,:\ ', .· 
. . Department's; 98,' Je.miarf 25; concerning War 

of February ~~·%.p.m;, conce':fning appointmentS. 

:~~,~?~(':r .. ~··.;;:t,;:;!~.~~~fHi~ . .:~{~fiB~Ks:~\~·· ':*·:.~/ . Uk!.:;;K~\ . . 
.. :-';;;Special attimtion·:should pe given t<J.>.the.: n. ' •. ' owe1n.P' 
. . ::·:\;:·~;r.;:~_~; .... ~\ ':>~;:;J,~~t-;!~,;~}~:·~·y. -~)' -· '. )~K~lJ-tV;,•J~J:,~ I ,::,:~::.';~ ;t ~i;:~~· .. < ... : . ):~~ 

, . ' ·: :'Th'e'· war Refugcie 'Btia~d··1i'a~ tesol:;;ed·::til~ t cine '.or 
''" . •:·~.·:: . should be pUshed•With greatest\speec( is .an- effort:'to. 

<W~~;;;;~: '· evacuation of as',:many;refugees':'as possible:from oc' CUPl.·ea· 

,;~~'&' ·: T~1E; ... J~~~~·M~ r~~:: :;;i~i:~~r: 6i .aCJC<Jmp.tl.Slll.ng; . .,:_ """'·""'·•-•······"' 
;;;,~l<i. - extremely urgent·,task iS: to.obtain from the .Turkish fktVF>Y'TlmF!l'l 
-.,'::;;.:;-:·:_._· 'measures· to encourage ,the entry,. of more refugees~ .. 

_ . . ).,;'ji•I·.: government should be requested (a) To relax border and other con _ ... ,, 
,. and take such other. action as will1'acilitate the entry of the, largest:.·,;_ 

possible:' number· Qf refugees from Bulgaria, Ruma.11ia·, and other. areas '. ·i:.~ ·i:' 
adjacent to the Black Sea, and (b) To make an announcement in',as· 
an official w.anner, as possible indicating what is being ···- · 
all, that entry of "refugees into the country -is permitted. 

T.he Depart~~~~ ·desir~s t~~; ~up;ort th~- a~o~e ~~~~;:~ ·~f 
and you are requested at'the earliest possible moment to actnr·oa.cn 
Turkish Government with a view to obtaining'their agreemen 
and immediate action on their- part. In addition to making 
Government's determination to dq everything within its · 
refugees and its . hope for full cooperation from the·: . · 
you may, if you deem it:'ad.visable, indicate :that. (a):).The: 
Board is prepared'to· ·take ali:ppssible measUres, .financial, 
to aid the evaclia.tion of refugees:. to Turkey';: (b). The·iBoa1;d 
to render full-~ assistance, in-:<thu· 'maintenance: _of: refugees .·in·- T.ttr~:e~r'd,!1'\rid ,l);\\ ,' 
(c). If the Turkish Government::'takes necessary steps :,to:: : 
entry of a substantial number 'of(refugees the Board .ivi11, · 
to move refugees from Turkey·to::other places if' such ·aCtion 
desirable. You may 'wish to discuss . specifically the: pos 
setting _up camps·: in Turkey in-''which refugees entering the 

:·could live. The :Board ,would,'. if. necessary,. fi\8.ke f!~rangemen 

.. .. .. . f~~~ ,;j;~l ' }';f•!,'f'y:?,EC:LA:ssiFi.En>·'·' 



ing maintenance of these camps and . 
of the refugees in them, This plan.may facilitate the removal;·.~m:a.. 
pulsory basis if necessary, of _refugees from Turkey to other p~ac.'es · 
such action becomes desirable in order to permit. the entryor"more~reru~ 

gees. ~~·tJ\:urkey' ~?~ .. ~~;~u~~e~.' ~7-~s, . :;',',',:·}(·it\~; ·-i~: 
In· connection.with the foregoing, you are; of 

. fact thit 'the refugees: remaining in. Transnistriii' ~are in. IDI!Illl.nen "" .'-!'""'~'>"'·•.< 

. of extermimition·;by';the: r.etreating.-German armies; and .that· 
tion of:;-these· refuge.es .. is a· problem of. the greatest·· ·' · 
ly, you'ishould do_· everything .. possible . to aid in the. ;deve1 "·~--,~~·'' 

·execution of.measi.u-es.to·_effect .the evacuation. of these neon.le.::t;o·'-Tutrk:ev 
Various-p'rivate organizations are deeply:interested in .. 

; ; •.. ··.·_.:~_.··· •.• :.· .. _.~-!,·.-;•_',;·:_._·:_.~,_-:._·_;~·;·.··t·,·--~,_~:,:_·.; .. ·:·.:._···.·.:·-~····_· .. _ •. ?_···. b~~ j ~~~~~e;~e:=~~= ~~!~/!~a~~ ~!a::\~~~e~;i::c~~:~!~~za . 
. :_-; T,urkey have·' been. requested to get in touch at once with Mr,. Hirsc9]Mnn_· 

for the purpose of formulating. a. plan of .'action •. ·You have prev~ously·' .. •. ··"?::~:,'(;;:· indicated that the basic difficulty of evacuation is one of transporta-
tion, The private organizations interested in this project are making' 
all efforts to secure ships and you should give them every assistance, 
In~addition, you should advise us promptly of any measures which'can , 
be taken by the United States Government to see that shipping,·_ : 
neutral. or otherwise, is available, Above all; you ·.to:,- .. 
secure the full cooperation of .. the Turkish Gove:mnez;t · 

· · · Efforts should, of course, also be made as soon as 
increase ·the flou of refugees from Rumania to. Turkey, 

The Department ap)rcciates that your ovm activities 
rna tter may be someVTha t restricted by the terms of the· D,,,~.,..t.,.;,,,;,;.,-~t 
February_ 7, 7p,m., and that it may be necessary for you to ar·ra(ri~tei~f<>r·< 
Hirschmann· to take the principal initiatives. You· should. use :·:~ rottr,;:qe•s 
judgment in this regard._' You will realize, however,·~ that th.esei . 
tions are on an entirely different. level than.- those,. relative'•.to ~-•-• ... c.-_, 
role in the war; and that·this Government is simply' addr<;Jss · · · 
tarian-/l.ppeal• to the ·Turkish Government, as to ·other•.EZover· nm:en.ts:·:•i'ra 
than a request that they take certain action favorable· to us. 
sacrifice to them •. f· · >;;i.'{(>':'~ 

Please l;'t:iport to the .Department the 
in this matter, indicating the practical measures that.uill 'be necessary 
to put the· plan in· operation, .obstacles encountered> ·and such action as 

, you think the Government of the United States should take 
tlje opera tion,o · · 
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. . . . ' . 
~:--- . ' . -_, 

.. ::::ii~~:~i\~&@j;~g~,:s::0;\7~:';;~)( 
, I.,am gradually;_ge~tmg·~a~picture of pu;~;,.LuJ .. u. 

_ of the. ~DO!'lnOUS diffictuties•facing OUr WOrk; 
themselves' as·_ sympa the 'tic: :thus·- far they: have· been:· .. b.eJ.pf'uJ 
limited.'extent. ;·They•n•.tty•'be due to som~ of 'the cl.rcumstances 
below •. $,"In:;dealing uith the_.Ti.trks I shall-rely 

· -_ S teinhardt-mho: enjoys their-; fun· confidence.- ___ <· > ,. !U', 
·- --- <:~ ;;_·;~ l~.-~:_--1~-~·,-_ .- > -_,:·'t\f~~~) _-:.-~:·-~;,f.!J/Y~- ·~ :·)>"~) :·-... _._~:~--·r~:::r r- -,·:-_ ->y>:-:~~f!Y --

-Bulgaria 'through :which .'almost all refugees frcim "'"~n.,o.· 
kans must:pass in _transit.tci Turkey.or beyond has for quioe,.s<JmEl~,;~rrte 
past been·withholding transit visas for -those· cioming_from 

-Europe and.·.the Balkans and Vlitholds exit visas from-Jews 
Bulgaria. • In the past fortnight only one Jewish family succ•ee,~e,~:·:m· 
leaving,Bulgaria and reaching· Istanbul. _ -

. ~:;: 'I . ' - .. ~ .. _,\ . - , . 

While· I -hoped that TTe would not have to avail 
of the special authority to deal with the enemy I feel. 

< ,, . ington and ue here will be compelled- to use this· means _ · 
:···f;•;.;_·- . '_.-.:~: ... , '·-, .· ·. . ·._ ··.- ~. __ -_,·'·!'·· ·--~~:--.. ~-:.: 

-~;~;'{f~~!. ··most ~i~~;e~;i,~~i~~:;~i~~e~::~~~s H:g~~· e~=~i\~~dAllief! •. 
must exploit this· a,nxiety a.t cince. VIe must bring·-evcry · 
to bear through neutral agencies or any other means at your 
as uell as by direct contact >lith the representa'tive of the 
tioned satellites. They must· be given to _understand-in "~•n<•~1-~ 
terms that unless they take immediate steps uhich will'. 
work the· Allies will' look upon ,them as real=.enemies' - 'cU'tl• .L U.L.L.\ 

laborating uith the Nazis: in tho-ir work or' 'extermination, 
__ \?ill be held against them ·_when',the war· is .over~·j;;,It: sho.uld- oe.: .. rntaot_e:,;.~.L• 
to them that no apolog'ies -or· extenuations will;be,:accopted. 
to telegraph you more fully about the Bulgarian .. bottle.· in. 

. I thi~ it uo~.~1~{ ·~~ :~elp;~l- i~ you ;b~ld ;~~i~(~t:f~~-_, .. _.,,._._...,.;.,;:,,.:-i:Jr;.-,;' 

bassador in Washington to 'request pf him that he cable'his_ go·\TeJmll!entt.\i-Y..-\' 
the determination of _,the United States Government .to carry 
program 11i th all- energy .and resources and that_ immediate· a,id. on.': 

--
(cont.) 



.. ~ ·, . 
of the T=kish 

I am informed that· in, viev;, o:f. the· Bulgarian impasse 
agency officially dealinc;. 1ii th transportation of Jewish 
the Balkans has extremr.{_difficulties with land.route 
Bulgaria~ ·:.:They obtained' pr~mise of provisional charter 
3700 tons.-owned by. Kalka\'~an:Riza .Tlll'kish shipmmer :who .. is. 
take her:\7ith-Turkish to'Gonstanza ,to bring out to Istanbul 
refugees·;~mainly childrerJ .. froni Transnistria-whom Humaniall3 · 
uillingi¥.J_rG·lease, :·;·bUt_:.'who:_·may -B. t- ·any':: inoine~ ~~:be :· . "~·······" · ....... · 
and death~~;jinternationai}Red Cross promises ·to·_ . ·;s(LfE){c~on.diici~?:ror' 
this ship1from aU· bellig~ront ,powers'.ccmcorned~-·rThe. 
ment fully/controls all':private- shipping and is fa6ed·;wi 
port difficulties . of its 'own, It refuses·. to permit, ovmer 
Charter _Agreement bocaus~~:?f-_ danger of, lo~s of sh.~P,.even~-11/hEln·'.urtde 
conduct a~'. has occurred.,~~ r 1-{ ,;_~- · ~.! · f~P. (~tf·~' . 

' :~ '~~:·-::_L'·;· ..,,.;:• ,--J\, \ ; .. ,;·}t -. ~~..l; • :'I,,JJ·~r ~ ·,f'.'~~· 
. To-_ov'ar "c-ome ~ietY:_ ';;_~'-to p;~~ibl~ .'l~ss-of ~hip, \7e ,. •. ,,.~"''··· 

immediate .. offer of g'Uaran't;eo by the;United States ·-to the T=kish'(_~"'''"'""'_. 
mont to ropl8.co ship, ·.Hill you cable us authority to offer _this· 
guarantee of: ship roplacei.ant immediately from nearest waters­
designate-in yo= reply in.'order to rE>open negotiations on this'' 
of Turkish ship, · Have reasons to believe that this guarantee 
offer basis·for roopening:question, As an alternative there 
Suedish. ships carrying. foo0. from· Canada to Greece under· ~he 
of S'iTedish Red Cross. . ThEi. exact number is unknown here·~·~:, C 
formation on this is availi.lble only at Stockholm which:'! sugges~: 
procure at once. These empty Swedish ships could possibly n.,..o·,,.,;'l 
Greece toConstanza and transport some refugees.· Turkish 
suggest this alternative plnn. We prefer first plan'. as _i 
time in a situation >lhic:'l can disintegrate quickly,. Also 
ship is allowed the first voyage and accomplishes ·voyage 
>le can work to continue these: trips to save. additional 

- · ·--.·l_-). . __ ·:· ~:-;~. i1··. . .. _:~~::.i'.:-= .. - ·. ·-.::_.~ ://:U:_: .. _-,·; 
Please·also explore'at once the.'possible.-use'·of 

ships from Portugal or Spain.'!; The pci:i.nt is ;:that 
circumstances get a sh,ip,a_t or:ce.·-·:-:F;·:{l;:_i'' 

Pl'""' :·vi··, ,~~t~,r 1 :, ., ~ 1 
. ;·: .-; '~;:~\: ·. . _;i·: ·:; __ y 

' 



-:~~: r MEI<l~~~;;~~;_'~1~ ~HIP,~;~G. ~MlliiSTH.;TI~N. ~R?M . 
\.·;{ '),- ,. ..;: ; ~y:~, · ,,·.:_:F_._~ e_b·.··rua·--,'--.·,:··,·· __ -·,···:···--:~.--.' .. ·:-:,,-_.•--• 2J, · 1944 ' ·. __ ·.·:·~_-_;_::_._~~--.---.. :~.:···_.:;_· .... _-~_-· . ' . -. : :~.-\::,:' . \_ . 

-.\> _.,:· ... ____ ~.(ili~i(~L.-v :_-.-'i:·: i:;,::~;\,: ._ ! . . ··.:~,. 
·Attached is .a'cable ,received:- from Hischmarui, •rElm~efJell'ta 

the:war-,Refugee Board ;i.ri Turkey: who was appointed purs)lan 
President's •Executive.-. Order; of< January 22. declaring:. thatc 

· policy{of this .Governmen-t; _to take all measures .vii.thiii .its 
. consi~_tenit wi :th;,p1~;;:~1:wcessful~ prosecuticm or· .the :~ar)to .­
'.victims: of; enel!ny;'oppression.- who are. in imminent: 
· :_.'_: !\::{~-~~~~~tiJ_-:;~:~~>~-- ··_·_ -~~~wt~:t,;~Ti~*}~;~\i~-~--~i::~~~~)f;~y\~:~~.:t~:ir>::: __ _ ::\~~\:- -~ b::~.,_: -:_;~:·~~~ .. · 
.\ ~;.:_.{;Y.ou.:will 'note, tha t-:HiTschniann;:indicates tha 
rescue;._soo to l,ooo;·.Fefugees ,';:mainly. children; . 

. are·'m3danger or:·starvation'and :aeath:·if;;the _,_,_,, ___ 
::owned :b:y:· KaDcawa,:i:~tza;·: T~kish-'shipowne~/can, b~Y 
· apr;earsr.tha t 1 the:,. Turkish Government refuses/to· permit. _ un•u"'''>•·\N 

. into-.:the'.- charter:; because ·o:e::-_the · dariger of;:: the los8.-::9:Cthe.-· 
International R~d :cross.• has·· promised to secure safe/' .. ' . 
ship -from all the.'_belligerent. powers concerned. • ffirschinann::~ .. ·~~,-~,,., 
that -lf. we could offer. to the Turkish Government' a guaran 
the shii) ·if lost, :there are good. reasons ·to believe- that 
Govertiment might perniit·.the· use of the ship for the purpose· 

. - ' . . -- --~-- . . . . . . - .. : ' 

. ·': ~· .~ ' -_ ··. . ' 
.:,:._ 

.... .. 

··_,-=:· 



'.•.· ,• ',. 

. <f:: .i;\ · F ~ broory. 23, 

.. ·' ','' ' ;;:~;ti~<~ .. li]~~~:.,. 
This·· is· .. in• reply.~ to. your memorandum of""'-.. '"-~~; __ . 

copy o.f 'the· :cable rece' . froni H . ., ""'"""''"''• 
Refugee )icard , in~ . · · 
.' / .·-~ ;~. ~ ... :;):~:~~}:(~:;};~ ;r(:~~~:-~-::: 
· ;; . ·· · In. saia.: cable'· 
.t~ the Turki~h . . .. guaranty.\to replace'; .. . . 
• ,therein;;-;i.f·/.~he' same;,. is ·lo~t, it,:·is:~l:i~lieved thit:.~. · .. 

"might permitcthe.usej:.~f th~ ~ship:for:~.the ;purposef\\i.ndicated~ 
.. , _ ,._ -:_:·:: ·: ·.;~)~~-:~~<-~·~- .'· ... ;·/~-;-~v · ./·_i- .. . j··;~j :-~-~-:~:.-\~~ -;s~ _-t-,;-T:}\~- ~<\:~1~~~:-:_-~ ~ .... _~:_ ~~~r!~~=~-:-~-~-) ~:~v.{ ~. 

< ·The War Shipping.' Administration may, .as a lend;lease·'·' '·""'',.'"""' 
with the .. approval M.•the F.o:reign Economic Administration, repl.ace·-;,"!;11i~s:,;o.,,\ 

. vessel i.f,the:same .is."lost~'.C:with a vessel ·as similar and fron: .. . . 
·waters as may .be· available. :.~The Har Shipping-Administration wilT·replace .. 
·the vessel under those:'Circl.imstances' and you are authorized·: to ·commit." · 
·Administration tci such'!a, replacement plan~ .. It is understood tha . · · 
. •the ·vessel is ·actually replaced, the:·conserit of the Foreign Economicc:•·.:< 
Administration will be· obtained and the War Shipping tioh :wi:J.l· 
be reimbursed for the reasonable va~ue of any vessel · ·· 

:, _. ~ .-. 
>: 

'_.:!i 

' ~ .1_ ' I . 

..... ~·:.(:·~r~; ~;._::· . 
. : -"!":._.,. 

:·. 
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i,'~li~~:',~(.· .. 
·· .• Ref~r:yo~ 282/februar~l'J:S'' ·and your 299, 

~ .~.- :;~~:< .r_,~~~(:.;. ·! __ ;_- '-.-:->:<:·::)\~~tt ;;~W~t;:/~~--; :4 ,:~:,ht·~~~~:~1~~~:{!~:~~_::r:~f .<J::_-:;·: -~ ~:- !~'\: .. :.+~ -
The1Uni.ted States Government, through the 

tion ·and:\~he F oreign{E.c'oncimio ·:Adni'inis.tra tion'' 
.. vesselpr~ferred w,; •. 0\youJ;. ~S.Z:.'l:f/the :~same' is· . 
. furnish·:,Y.ou .wi th:,an:;<,~;XB.ct:tdescr:i;ption .at this 

. 'selwhich.:irlll be'· used as_:: a ·.replacement, .'the 

. 'assured\tbat this;vesiiel' Wili be:'as good or be~+., ....... +.l1c 
. and that''i t will' be,;ci'btained it:rcim as :nearby; wa 

. . . • ·:'ii.\:t~Si~~~~!~~~~::~~~i.'~~:1ii3i'~l~l~ ·~i1D~e 

. 'thus enabling the proceeds of/.th~:'insurance ,to be·.usecl, 
with the :replacement{.;:iFor.'your: information; the War "-.. ···--·-

. if necessary,. arrang~_~,:f.or t~e',\'insurance o~ .c.the ,S~S ~ ,yATAN. ·.•· 
-=· :} <>::<·- -_ .. ~->_=~f;~~t~:.::· \'~~\y~-{\ l;-.:~~:::\ . ::;xfi:~-:~1;-:.·:~-"~ · . .:~ri_.:;r~\"(~: _ __ ,.:_r .. 

, .. , . The Foreign Econ6niic Administration has;advised,.us that 
representative in Ankara, Michel Cardoza, can be of. 
in effecting necessary arrangements with the Turkish.GclVF!rrlmen 

. Fcir'!;;ur ~o~~l~n a~d .. :~~~--{~o~matio~ ~f-,i'•' , 
advised that if the s;s~' VATAN·cis'' actually replaced/~the· 
be done under lend lease. authority and could. be .·done 'in one ' 

· ... .CCS.'•.'o.'i<.·. Either the reolacii:tg ,vessel: could be turned ,over;'as .·a: nornial'.'.I.t,U<.L\•.~t"' 
transaction o~ could'' be sold to the Turkish·Governriient··for,' 

It is expected that :>ou will take this· opportUnity· 
Turkish Government~ the sig!!ificance of. the·. concrete offers \whiclii~~t 

Government has alreaa;;,:me.e .to~·them .in.connection.·\vith · 
Refugee Board •. :~;:r_q;~~ddi..t~o~i~·th~ presenti _. ·.: '. 

S .S. VATAN:: if· .losu .. irt:\con."lectioil'.':wi th• ·the • carrying.; . 
'we have•' previously :off~rer'!::':tci.·arrange· for f · · 
maintenance of r~fug.ees/coming ;intci ·Turkey. We' 

. Government:. will a.ccordingly make : .. the . S .s .. · V /lTAN 

foe t~':i~~~~on>~j~~~~~~i'{;: > 

-'----- .. ---... 



.. Tiith . 
·'the evacuation:'of 'Jewish re:ru!ree 
hopeful/on thi;· situation 
concessions ·':fro~ the ... pre 

·. futile/,·;r told him of our 
countriesand~asked·him to 

. .~ ~-:.)-~~: :~~~>: -· .. · .. ··._' :\ .• .. 
On the:.'niatter of: supporting our request of the .Turks 

to use a. ship' for. evacuating: refugees, he was. also pe . 
that .the Soviets. had had no:: success 11ith the .Turks in any ,...,,,,.,,,., 

. above·.matters he· remarked that he could not' act 
vllL"'u"'u Moscow. He suggested that you,. acting for 

'""Cr<>bll"; your board, should telegraph Harriman t'o ·~· onnoor. 

He agreed to do 1Dce\7ise. Please 



Referring to •m:r telegram of Feb;rnary regarding -the clc,,rlloi7•"-i;" 

need for a· boat immediately to evacuate refugee13from C 
Istanbul. further explorations' indicate that:,Turlf:3~.afe. 
slow in making .decisions ,or taking action even though 
secure from you authority. to· offer to replace the: ·ship, 
event. of 'loss. · · .. ,:· ·.. · 

While I 'would not ~der any circwnstances sugg~\;t ; 
your efforts in trJing through. every means to help uil·. 
I now believe that our best immediate hope ;i.s to get," 
Swedish Government 'and I would urge ·that to put· more empnas.J.s,·ml.<.l~otU' 
effOrtS in .thiS direction than indicated in mY• n' ... · RV'l('\11~ 

seeing, the Sy1edish\ Minister here· with. Red -Cross: 
' you ·will:push action ·through Washington.to S1'1ederi.·vlith~itll''vigof~·clso . 

you will ibe interested to· learn that ;Ambassador Steinhardt ··had: a>ta1k;' · 
on February '18 .with .the British Ambassador ,,whoi;has ag~eed to~ send 'a':<::.:· ·, 
note· to the. Foreign Office concerning. the plight:·a~ :Jews _in Franc.e\·a:e· ::< 

:.· Turkish o:r;.igin. The note will be presented to one,;. <;if ,the higher·.:;:·t;.:;,::·, .. 
. · · off'icials of .the Foreign Office ·by a member· of his staff who in. dis-;.:' 
.·.'cussing the ~ubject vlith·him will indicate that -the. British Governmin1t ; 

,: supports. i;~e. request made by Ambassador. Steinhard~ on two previous ... : . · · 

. . :;.•<''" ·: · . '; '• · .. (coni.)· . , :_L'•i;;'::: . D~CL;~~;,: .. 
~\l.hi U,Pt. J.etter,_l-11-~i · 
- .. . .. ··. ··.SEP 2 

·Dv.te-



occasions on 
to the Vichy 
from France. 

the Foreign Mi.Uister to males the 
Government that Jews of Turkish 

i _-; 

.: . As 'you undoubtedly know the 10,000 "Jews were allegedly ,_ .. , .... 
divested of their. Turkish nationality by operation of Turkish law.> 
We are importun:i,ng'the Turkish authorities to interest themselves· 
the point of protecting ,these 10,000 Jev/8 of Turkish origin 

: France ',to-- save :them-from being deported to Poland. 
'-~;\~Yr·~~~-~~~~-t:.-:_ ::;·:::_:~-;~z~~\::{:~·~:\::·?;.~~ :~ ._ -.--:.-.· ~·t·:;. · ~ ;_~- .. -~_-./_,: -. -:· 
.-,_,:,:.);·.Also I have~asked the Soviet-Embassy here•.to help 
of securing detailed information regarding the causes of 
situation in Bulgaria.~i·. ·. , .. 

· · · · .·- :w~f;:~:l{;:-·· \~.· ··-
- -,. ~<\;1" ~- ·-··- ;f:; ~ -, . ~ 
-~· [f-\· . -. ;. '·' .-- ...--·,)-,:~ 

:t:?-=:· 
.) 

: --~ 

--.-~- ' 

,_ ... _,.... -;: 

:_.,sjJ.A~~~~{if:r~\fS~.-1.il;~):~d~~Q{~'i!~.;:;:~tt;~~:i-{;i~Jki~t~~i}f.t~:}:·~J\--_~ J.~;~:ti:i.;~::~:~~-~:::);~,:[J,il 





u\\I"Ul_L~IH f~ri1<'AT'nniArlt :has, been .mald.rig·:r.n,·niP. ITI. 

. . . .'The Boru.:d: takes . . 'oppoi~tunit 
. . convey;';to ·your·. Government', the. Board1 s appre 

· .t~~;~~j11~;;;~fi~~f;;~~ .. ;1.~t;:~~~.{~s~~~~~·:,;l.;s _:;-~ · · · : 
., :. '•:•The Board-is·'cohvinced:that:one of ·=·aai~est'"··~~.;...:,:,-f'.;,-;;; 
· SaVing, mD.riy liVOS•leJdsts' . iii' thei;;_ren~: UU.l aeon 
-Sea. i)It: is knol1Il·.·that-cui,Trimsriistriu, -R1llD<m:ia'-aJrld,-HllJ.,gari•a:''tliere+are 
substantial numbers of 'rofugees'in.,:Lmminent' danger. ofu~'"'''"•·•·'·'··~ 

. appoo.ra-;that arrarigemezi.ts: can' be. made vlith the . 
. . receive· refugees from these.'areas. '·There are strong_· 

· ·the .Rumanian· Government at .least Hill permit a ·.substantial·m·ombh:r-·''rif 
• these :refjlgees to leave Rumania.'· . It is. indispensable- that 
transportation be ·found· ~t once, Arrangements are being: 
smaJl Turkish vessel to pro<;:eod to the Rumanian port of 
evacuate approximately one thousand children. to Turkey. . 
are urgently needed to effect the ovacuation'ofrofugees 
to Turkey. , •i' :~:~:'::; . . 

Knolri.ng the s~pathet:i.c '~ttit~do of your _11.r~tr<>·rnrnP.rtt,'t.orn•rn!ol·t. 
nholc mat+..cr, ·tho Board desires.'. to request· the . 
your Govern.:.:·:mt in h::>lpir.g to ,solve this :L'illllcdiato:. T.T''""""''n.,..r.~·r." ,,,_ . .,_,""''·' .. 
problo;n. Tho Board understands that a number· of S;:rodish 
the auspicoa of the Sv18dish Rod. Cross arc being used to· 
from Canada and. Argentina .to Grecco.:,· It has•,boen ,sugge~ted. 

,·Bonrl.1s,:rcpros.ontatb·e in,'l'urlcey 
1

' after consultation·, 
Government, that those. empty S·iiCdish._ships · 
Greece·' to Constanza. and ·ather .. Black· Sea ports 
of transporting r'ofugeos ·to· Turlwy~·'!\'·.:.:; · 

. ·_ . . Jl:,);';/:·;::.'i.l.·;:·"·:!W.'i<!;:~l_;~::;,··~-:!~: ..•.. 
. ~' -·: • f' . . ·. : .... ~> <~-~~-·. 

'•' ·' 
... ·;:_·1:_f·.·:-\,::~:;:·. 

:. :.::;_,~·: ~ 

-------.---· --~----~~~~-
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__ ·,, 

Not paraphrased. 

• !' ~.- • 
GAR' (,:ct';• ., . 

. This-·telegram must,:oe:, ~--. 
'paraphrased before-being­
conummicated to anyone 
other-:, than -a Government.: 
Agenct.;};':,(!'JR) ,;} 

U.S. URGENT 

To:-_ MmMBASSY, 

·i- ANKARA; 

- -~148 

February 26, 1944 

·.'-• '. 

,' t'~ . ... 

-FOR HIP.SCHMAl'lN FROM THE liAR 

We recognize fully the importance 
problem and are doing what we can here 

11e have discuss~d with the Swedish Minister her~ 
ot: using Swedish vessels to evacuate refugees from-n 'L"'"c--.-. 
The Swedish Minister is cabling his Government __ J lJIDI~ecu~ll;~u_y 
that- consideration be given to this matter. 

With respect to the guarantee which this Government:has 
to replace the s.s. Vatan it: lost, we would like immediate 
you as to- the possibilities ot:. obtaining other Turkish· v"'~,,-., ,.c:;•."u_,, 
similar'iuaranteas were given:to.replace 

·. ·I ~ 



< • ,. .- • ~. ~ • .., 

.t;.-' -- I ' .. •' 

, . 
GABIE NO •. 784 FROM STOCKHOLM TO THE BOARD 

· . :,, . March 7, 1944 -

.·· .. : 

·, ., . ' .-· 
_ {- PARIU'HRASE OF TELEGRAN RECEIVED_ 

. :• ··_··, 
FROM: ::t, ' American · 
To: -. i: ~secre ri~i-l~-::s:t-~?e~~r~iili~iil~an~~~"~~-~~--,-_~?"t,;m~1Yt:z10,;t: 

7~~~?~i.'h,,t~~i~~l,\lt,:t;t:'~' ··; ,,;~,~~1~¥~.·' 
The' Legation- has· been inforin'Fid by the Foreign' minis tl"J . _ 

War Refugee Board recently approached the Swedish Government ·on:tuo 
6ccasion:ll·relative-to~Swedish assistance in rescuing Jeuish childr_en · :. 
from Southeastern:Eilrope. --The board's representative in Ankara~made_· 
the ·first approach'· to the Sl7edish Minister _there and this <?as, folloned 
up by an ·approach to·:tlie S'-'!edish Minister in Washington by ~Jir. Pehle;:;/: 
the board 1 s director;: On both .occasions it was urgently requested~·by. · .. 
the board that permission be given for one of the Greek relief ships:: 
which;=ocalT at Salonika-to proceed to C 
eight huiJ.dred to 'one·Jthousand Jewish children transportation to 
Istanbul•·· It ~as understood that the Turk Government ia willing to 
permit transit through Turkey,.presumably en route-to Pal~stineand 
intention was to make_ an urgent approach to German, Bulgarian, Rumanian 
Governments to allow -the children to leave if the shipping .question'.· 
could be agreed upon in principle. 

The chairman of the s~edish Shipping Committee was consUlted· 
Hr. Thyberg of the Foreign Hinistry and the chairman remarked that. 
Greek relief ships are not fitted for accommodation of passengef:,i 
Hr. Thyberg realizes that this objection may be. minor in the · · 
circumstances. Instructions have given to the Swedish 
Washington to suggest:: that the- matter pe taken up uith other "!''"~:..__~•c.u 
and British agencies-·•concerned by the War Refugee- Board~ ·. _ · 

1'/i thout takin~oi{~t~ a~co~t . th.e fact. that· Ge~~~-,:~<lnsent _ 
is lacking for three additional vessels to enter Greek· relief traffic::··. 
in order t6 transport.increases· granted recently (see my'telegram· .. of·;/_\­
.January 28, 1944, No •. 291), ordinary ·deliYeries from Canaua to·Grooce:'.\·:;.~·­
have fallen behind.·: It is felt by the S~1ed:j.sh Foreign Hinistry' and by.'' ' 
the British Legation that any extraneous delay in the shipping schedule 
for Greek relief must have serious- and -depiorable effect. and this· ,. 
Legation-- agrees. · · · .::,!' ;'. 

').,. .". 
Johnson 

. ,.,., ·' 

:'., di.~.;~_~;,... ",att;:~;i::::~ .. . ~:.:::,};;J,:~ili1~~~t\iHtiA;i~i; ,,.' 'tl .. 



. ff.a.rch 28, 1944 . 

' .. ~.-.. 
'.,,· .• .:? - ··-I ""·, • ', 

1• /---,··-- •• ~.~-:~~~- l''. 

- . - .-: § •:; . .\· _,..::. \: -...•. -,.- . WAR· REFUGEE BOARD 

·jJI~f!~1l1II~I~IJ~;~~~~·~~:.:'C;~~ ~~~~+~'~Fc'c~r'ri 
~"''i~\"~7.:; ';;,~~{~~i'~!z}~:t~:'; •; } ; ' .... ,,, 

In a· news · disna tch· fran( Stoclr..holm, dated l'iarch . 
Press· reported that Sweden· had ·,turned· dawri.B.n America,n r.;.,,,...,.,,,,,~+'' 
quest that some s~wdish ·shipping be used· .to· evacuate Jewish ··l ~ef'ue:ee.s 
Rumanian and Black Sea ports to· Palestine~:::; The :given 

.S17edish attitude uas said to be lack of . 
Reftig~e Boarcl confims• that the matter has been under 
.fact that no arrangement for Swedish shipping has as yet _proved 
does not reflect nny:negative attitude on the part of the._ · 
Government IThich has continually shmm a sympathetic inte'rest 
humanitarian efforts· of this kind. The Srredish Minister has 

· V!ar Refugee Efoi.>_rd that the S17edish Government is prepared. to 
thing· possible to aid the efforts of tho Board. · - · · 



Since telegra]Jhing y<m. last we have brok_en 
of Jet;r:i,sh refugee children from 

.; ~urke:L··~k.tsh,,at~s~~~ti~s ha:ttoday given 

refugee 'children. ,;ill be transmit ted 
'everJ ten days beginning next week. 



d,eemed necessary. ,..- ..:_.· : -···'.':. 

· Pl~as'~ ·inf~~\i~:a~ once. -~f an~ and. ali deYelopments r.e~~r~·~~g· 
shippirig "problems~;\ ~.This problem is a most· important one ahd 

'that. ne can solve it. uith the assistance of the War Shipping:;naJlu.m .. s~:.ra.-
tion 't'ihich has been;·most helpful. . 

'·'· 

... ; . ·~ .• - ' .. ' 



, :March '17, 1944 

OF' TELEGRAM SENT : 
... 

Hirschma!irlls 
·~P-~:~. f".l~~(:~·~~< ·, ·. . -~, 
Y01.1:J;~'cable ::Jf }.larch 3, , no. 80 is referred to 
·->:>:~~:>-:·~ _'_ ··~~·<."··<··':;.~ ... - .· . . 

1'1e ·.greatly appreCiate the: splennid cooperation Ambassador Steinhardt : · 
has given: you. Also we.· apprewiatei your sue;gestions for action, your ·· ·. ·· ·. 
reports. an4.the 'step~· being taken by you and the Ambassador, We·-i-rill · · 
keep you-'efu.rently--iilformed of~·olir-progress --in· foll=ing up the points 
made by'you. · " 

• -:~,;\.:;- -,. "t ·'~ 

1. : ;~iotiationsare being continued by us with the Gover;;ri;·~~t of:. . 
Smiden in ·an attempt to .obtain its agreement to make vessels ·for •thiS 
pro_ject·availa~Jle. , The immediate prospects in this connection ·are· 'not 
encouraging but_ you will be informed of the developmeU:ts-as 
place. ... · 

.?le still believe that all possible steps should be taken· 
Turkish vessels. ·.Tentative consideration is being given to 
whereby.the United.States Government would make a vessel 
the Goverinnemt.of Turkev,.at once.:if, in your·opinion, the GcJVEH"J1l!1<3irt'.·of, 
Turke" .would ·'media tel.'~ make. available an equal amount of uUlllJI<o<~:c •. •J. 

,.:.the purpose>>or evacuating.: refugees in accordance with the 
~·the Board has formulated, .. -It is. requested that. you infor.m. 

:~ such an()ffer from 't"is: Government l'lould,. in·your. opinion,' make' a~:;:·.),:.,.-' 
. .' .,Turkish ·vessel for refugee work available quickly. :>As s.oi:m·as ue .(•;;,·.·:: 

i.·:< received'·from '.'OU ·a nositive indication that SUch' an arrari::(ement as:,:; .· . 

il~ '""""'~~~·b=e w~cidbo o~ =be~:~:)holp, ~will Wro;~',0L.~ .. :~.~e~<.r .... .,,.,.....,..b 

LI~~~t;;;:~, 



·,':;--·· 

. :_'·:'. 

up uith.the 
approaching 
ment 

·. : ... ~:_~(·;(, .· .··.. . . 

authorities. Your reply vrill.be 
War Shipping Administration or other a·.o·c,roorla 

. We request your urgent advice~ 
·,./ .. :;~~---v·/. ·,-;-.:.·- .-

. 2;L~-'Tf o.rrc.nger~ents uhic;h ure' satisfactory· to you and ·"""u'""'~"uu~c 
Steinhardt.' con be oode/ the. neces.sary· funds will!Je.fo,rt_;hcomtin,g·\ 

. the. Turkish vessel'.SS'NECAT for_·about $400,000, :it being 11nrl_ .,.,.,+.rin.~··· 
the' yessel nill·:be .donated to, the•.Turkish Red .CresC"ent". '.The ""· •illt•~·"·'""" 
Janish Joint !Jistribu.tion'Committee. has indicated an ,interest'. 

·. ,ing: tha{p,U.cruise i.pi:ica ,·of, tho .. ship .. if it appears reasone.bly,-,.,,,·"T.,,n,_· 
· :tho ·.yesselcwill· be> nblo·· to. transport.· from Rumimia:·to: Pales 

J enisli';:chii~.rcn 'ai,:.iri.dica ted; :j.n. your refcremce cable~:?· The. 
:quired•;·~lhe'thcr. tl"icy: .. m.u have to· boar .the ri.ddit:i.onul ·.,.x: .. _porlot•"·: .... wvu~.vou· 
in .transporting, .tho:;:cnUdren ,:•.-·such': as ,-'uages; ··cost: of fuc 

:we·:commr.:m th·:~coilr;;suggestiori_'that' ~t. v10uld. be, most.des. 
' . to obfuin,_; :!;he Turlcisl!-: 9C?v,ornmen t ' .. s . ,conscin t to continue . 

. opcrationcfor: thc Ptll'pose of transporting .additionaL rRr "'''"F'"' 
5,000· children haye:·boon:.trimsported :l.'.s plD.nned~ .• ; ';''; 
... - -j_~~~-\}{;_:S;)<:- :;'·~;Y.f:i~~,;;.~~,\;~,_.., :.,_ .: .. : ·. ·.; ,· ;r ·· . ___ 1;_:_.:;_,·.; 

· I't?:is furthar';-~~gghstec. by: ~s thct you g.ot ·in tou~h ·with. · 
Rcsniclc/ropresontci.t:ivo: in Turkey for J .D.C,, in connection. 
proj o(},1'.};,,_~:.:·l· ·. :- ·. __ -.. ;~~~:/!{;>-:-:;: ·. _ · · .. 

;· \:~;;; :)/:ti!?~~~- -_: .. •.·. . ~ '.-
·;' ~:·: ,-_._) ·. - ·' 

··. _:,.- - ~-

·.- .. ~-; "?,.'. 
'·:·· 

t·.:;,:i~~~;;;;_)f(~'; . 



.... ' ~ 

-•• ,_I; 

._ . ' -~··;~:~~~-~:/ ,, 

,- :_::~-:.::~~<~:~ .. : ::· •'- .·- - .• ·-~· ··.. . ,·· . ." ~- . ,: . ~ : ~-:: t :~ :_:··.-·:-- : .--} . '· . _.,.- __ '.; ~. 
'':,,:--;-FOLLO"ll!G-FOR·PEHLE FROWHIHSC'1i'•TAN.' -

T~~r:;. <t::T i ved . ~~~L.-~i~ -~~s t~nhul the :first gro~p ~- cif 
from Bt."L1::;;ari2. a.n~c. ort Ponday they leave for Aleppo lJy train 

.;-;;~ "i \ .~:·· ';·1•:- -1 

Bula~;ian and Gesta~o officials and bureaucrati~'d~lays 
ce~·tific;tes ·of release for these ·children for g months. -'It. 
belief that. this constitutes the beginning· of:.a fa:j.rly. CO•nc~lrlU(JU!3 ,•ll.\01 

merit of chilr'cren provided nerr :olJstaclos do not interfere,· 
assur~d. today bY Turkish- authorities tl;mt they-have issued . .L"'""''·w~~Jcu'·'";;!: 
for 11,.0 childre~ with: 10 ·adults to piss from Rumania· through 
tl'To grou~s of 75 each every 10 days. until furt!1er notice; .,, 

. I..l"l the lE.st 10 days ninety refugees came from Bt.;.lgaria 
to Palestine in addition to the above •. Ftirthermore, 
fu.gees cmne to. Izmir.-.from Greece;', .. The stoppa,:;e •irl: .. 

' through Turkey which':.,had existed since·. tho·. first• of:· ''.Ja:nu:ar:i :hhs.:'il?eci, 
overcome • .>Tie are nO''!.:: directing~ o\1r efforts: towardS •'"J Cll<~rea.SJLTI•:;:·a:G!lce,\iffi<)V 
mont.·: l'le·.are "ho'JefuLof"i.obta.ininr,:: stea.dily. . 
na.r Refugee Board r s. continuinf,; Ul'!Comprond.sing Rnnnm•r.-

. efforts~. J->lorcovar,,' a':·:sol~tion in··.Turkc"Y.-'crf_a more•• 
situation than· can ·possibly be understood ·in Wa 
formula for other· parts 'or the-worlct":¥rhera.:siinilar· 
arG being- ma.de by the- Board. ·. . · ' · · '.' '· ''' 

.. ,: . :.::(;con~:) .. 
. \ ' '. . 

·'· _:,; 



2 -

This mo=in; -~'!lbassador· Steinhardt was notified b:r 
Office that t~•o :i.rmediate charter of the '3s· VAT.J\jiT for a 
fro!'l Constanzc> ..-:-2.s approved in principle by the Foreign Office and :-that:'· ... 
the earliest 'Jossible moment the matter would be submitted Tiitha:favor.:.', 
o.lJle recow.Tie!!c'acion·:to the Council of I'inis:ters (tho eqcivalent .. of-:our . 
cn1Jinet)_ r.rithrJt•t·tha aporoval.'of _Tihich no vessel may be .. · 

!Y!,!i'.i'\•'-~~'"''F ' . ,.·--.. ' . -~2!' .,_- :" . ~ 
TilC Am•Jassador'::.:ras further in.formcd b:'r .the Forei;:;n 

h"d ta!cen this .:>.ction: as ·a pe!'sonal. cou!'tesv to him subject to 
shmding that if ·the.:vessel is i·dcsireq for additional: tdps it: 
noccssnrv for the A.mbi>.ssador to. discuss l7i th tim Foreign Office 
burscrnent for tho ',financial lOSS resulting from tho ,Turkish GC.t'J.'C!T.,TTIP.Tt't. 

continued st'.crificc.':·or one of·. the very .ferr ships uhich -it 
for canying its products.-·/,;.,.. ·;- ,, 

.·r;:- . ~~)r)·. ·;- .· f:.. :r-
It is estiillfl.tecLby us that on.each,,trip the SS VATMT should 

to cnrT'r. a· maxiT!ll1f.l of eight-hundred .'-arid'·a-:ininir.!um of six-htmdred 
gees •.. As yet -,e have reccdved no information concerning ch:>.ngcs 
may have ·to be nado·· in the vessel to accomodata passengers since .·it:- is 
freighter • A Sl.'.bstantial agrccmont has been reached <!i th 'tile armor' as 
regards the charter price. Ha_7evcr, th.:;re tTill be thG -matter of qhtaining 
from tho Russic.n and German Governments safe conduct for 'G'1e vessel'und · 
attcm:0ts to oljf.ain this throu<sh Geneva are boin~ made 
Rod Cross rcurescntativo hero. Inforn2.tion rcsardin6 
n>2.tter uill be sent to you. 

. · ..... 

..-. 



CABLE ~!0. 455 TO THE BOARD FROM ANKARA 

March 15, 1944 

FRON 
' ' ' 

... , .. 

This morning Ambassador Steinhardt and the Foreign l·~inister· held a· 
personal conference-and as a result the latter definitely committed-the 
Turk Government to making Rvailable to the Ambassador as a personal_. _ -.. , 
courtesy a Turk rye.ssenger vessel :-rith a capaCity for carrying 1500 ... people ;-.­
to make a single trip as soon as possible, to and from Gonstanza to- cvac- · 
uate refugees of Jewish nationality. I have been informed by the:)',m.:.:·,;;;· · 
bassador that the Foreign r:inister gave the· necessary· instructi<ms ,·iii 
presence to the l!il'!ister of Communications by telephone. As. they arc·: 
botFt cargo vessels, it would appear from the Minister's promise· of ~a·,_ 
passena,er vessel that neither tho VATMJ nor the NECAT nill be used • .' 
Valuable time will be saved by placing a passenger instead of cargo 
vessel at our disposal as refitting of a cargo vesse1 for pas · · -
se:rvico in this area, would involve inordina to d->lay. in yierr 
of material and labor available for that purpose.: -!·::';t·f >: · 

'.-:1 --~ .'_ . .. ,:; ··: ,· .-~ c:,·;· __ i!·.'\~)<··:,''.: 

The Ambassador was informed by:Numan that as' the ve'ssol' hn-rn-a-··:,-, 

. at his. disposal nas --one of_ the· very feu ships available: to Tt:trl<~}.:,;_'.';·.::·:<•_; 
Government for its vital commerce it could not continuo to uva~ua.c~ 
ugees from Balkan ports after the trip in question 11riless·: 
States Government made available to tho Turk Government-a ~,,.,~.,_,.,.,.,.,.., 
vessel by tho time of termination of the initial trip/:>It '7as ca _ 

·gorically stated by him that if tho United States Government nould'malco 
<;- ~hip available on a loan basis to tho Turk Government by tho __ time\the_ 

~, ·. 



·'··-· 

.. <.' 

.. \ 

_., .. •.· 
·-2-· 

initial trip is completed, he would put 
commerce after placing the Turk flag on ,,. ' ' 

By this means he would b~' ~ermi tting the ,;~ssel assigned. t~ us for'.· 
the initial trip to make further trips to Balkanports to evacuate refu-.·. 
gees, but that failing, a substitute vessel·only as. in the voyage·-·to .and~· 
from Constanza could be permitted.· Because of the desperate;.situation· 
which the Turk Gove:r;mnent finds itself for lack of ships,· he added. that . 

: no amount of. money<could be accepted in lieu· of a substitute vessel and:· .·· 
·that· ifwe desired.'.'the ·shipabout tci bemade·available· to us'to.make::~/· ;. · 
repeated 'trips .it would be' riece'ssary_, as soon as possible' to provide a '' 
substitute vessel~ .. :':Niuuan referred to the fact that even a single'voyage 
to and from..Constariza;represented a.· genuine sacrifice OJ1.the•part·_of,_, . 
Turk Government. <·rf the representatives of .the International Red, Cross.- ....... : 
encountered new difficulties,. in regard to obtaining safe _conduct'.for·,the · " 
vessel, _the ForeignNinister·agreed, at the conclusion of their :talk, .t6 · 
intervene with the German Ambassador in Ankara, · · · .. ··,;\~:-;.;,< ,;::-

;· __ . . ·:; -=;--/,;~>-- ' . ·~ .._ ... l· ,(~~~ 
The foregoing:infom.ation has been co~unicat~d to Simond, ·of the 

International Red Cross who is at once taking up the matter of safe 
duct for the vessel.with the belligerents, 

Barlas of the Jerrish agency ha·s also been informed by me of 
perative necessity of having the refugees available at the port of Con~ 
stanza on the arrival of the vessel so that there may:, be no undue·: delay • 

. :1-;"f·!:(.: -. . ,_.., 

Incumbent upon us is the burden to continue this Turk vess-el in 
regular operation for the evacuation of refugees by the promptloan,i;o 
the Turk Government of an American vessel in substitution therefor; as_ we ... 
have now reached a point at i7hich the Turk Government has· given evidence.:>' 
of its willingness to cooperate by plac.ing one of the very few vessels ·:' 
available to it at our disposal for the first ";rip •. After the f'irst, trip 
has been completed by a Turk vessel it wilLbe ( *) lf not impossible ~o · . 
persuade the Turk Government· that the· United States Government with: its·: 
large merchant fleet ·and construction of over 1,500)000 tons pei-'mo;;,th·/ 
is not in a position to provide one vessel o£'6,000 to 7,000 tons',to'">'· 
evacuate refugees which ·it desires.-to rescue, .r. have-no doubt::that:- '' 
a vessel would be made available. promptly_ if it were possible for ,an ·.;::. ' 
American vessel to proceed to Cons'tanza. Satisfactory explanation to·'> 
the Turk Government why an American vessel unable·· to proceed to Gonsi:.anZa 
should not be placed at tho disposal of the Turkish Government' while '·its 
vessel undertakes the_ regular and continued evacuation pf the_r~fugees,-
would for this reason be difficult. ' ,·, :•:. 

·' ··. ·; ·'.J\_ ~,1.:.~ _.:. 
j•;,. 

STEINaARDT: ;· * Apparent ommission. 
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: ilarch i6, 1944 .. ·.; 

FROM HIRSCHMAN FOR ATTENTION OF, Vf.AR RE:F:UGEE,BOARD. _,.,_,,"''·;r,· 

·~.~f~i~i~:~c~· .. · ::: .. ~~~;5~;:~~-:~1: 1:~•~~.·ji./.,;;\;;:'·· I~.-_·,. :_.:{J:Eh:/:·,, 
T~l~.s:::mc-rning'•tha,;Ambassador ...-ias· ·informed by·_ Turk· 

i• the pis~~ngel~ vess'e·l, Ss', Tlli~T of 4000 tons,: o-.ined ,by . ... . .. .. , ..... _. · ....... ·' '. ' . . . .. , ' 
: an:i r:o:;r;~~~;:J-Bt-9.nbul;·_has been. placed at our dlsposa:l .for 

· ·, · C c:2h i:J?,~tza:~·;to ovacua te,.>.Tcmish refugees.·: A, request. :has 
. Bri'cis!kf~ircl authod ties in:Istanbul. a~ to 'the maxim~ 

gees -;:,:·.ifJ':'Ii-9BSel can: 'carry safely.:. In' this conn'ection 
immediat.:i:ty:be made. of tho life. saving devices on·this, 

, c - .:.- .•· ,; '.1~~·~~:t~ti'~f:;.'~:··. • ;.~ :.;: :~.'_!.';:<,~\ ;~-/~~::~~;·,\:~t!~·:t::f·. ' .:~· :/i::':·:>;; ··.v::'· • .~.'·. •f·,'\)~~/ ' • 
· · ·· >· A .dtbie. is being ·dispatched· today to Geneva i'or~ Simond. . ""''"'meeT·~··' 
· natione.J':Rea G'ross asking for safe conduct. for the vessel from· 

.belligerent po11ors exce.pting Russia,. Today request was made: by_the 
bassador: of the Russian Amb>.!.ssadcr ·in Ankara to obtain safe . conduct. 

·from his governnent and he has also telegraphed Harriman · ·. ··· · ·· 
him __ -:,to··give .. tho·Russian._Ambassador's· request ·supp~rt., ."·· . ,' . •. .· 

It is suggested by us that the Board concurrently 
man safe conduct through ;the S>liss. ,.,.,_ 

>h.·· 

Tomorrow I am leaving fer J;stanbul to make the -11-tecessa·rv.- ,T . .,.,,..,..,.,;...-. 
ments ui th Turk steama~'!.p authorities which will, nvn11-u·"' 

things the ·cha-~t:Jr p::J.c•J~ fi,9l, food, pa:>sengcr acc.omoda 
mth the B:d.tish nav.,.l ctt~thor.i.ties which Hill invol-ve 
savin[ devic·e"l .. safe c-:>"!:5uc~. cv~. In Istc-.nbul I'-;dll 

,,_; Simond. I.nno-=>dia tely upon ~~rri·val of Black (VISA) whose 
Anka~a is expected shqrtly:· he;: 11ill, be requested by· .. 
ceed to Istanbult<::> assist me • .> " · · • 

:.'_---·~,.·.· '-'{.i.~ .• ·.-;?.(':/ - ,· ;.· ·.
1
· ·.·~7Z>. 

We were· astonished .to,·learn from· Barlas 
informing him-that~we anticipated the.departure• o:f:the SS; 
stanza under. safe ccinduo·~·"in the: veiry .. near -future>to( · · 
refugees; '·that in spite i'bf' his repeated assUrances., that a', 
ber'of'Jewish refugees uou~d at any time be.available 'ror 

·.in 10 days notice, he nol'r asserts 'that ,there will •be .,.,,n,,;,.,n 
· 5 or 6 weeks. before a ._sUfficient number will be_ · 



· .. _\ 

. CABLE NO •. 501 (SECTION ONE) FROM A..li!K,'\RA TO THE 
') '':! 

·. M~rch 21, .1944 
. :~ ( :ftl~-i 

--:: r 
~ -,-. 

~-.. 
Not l?!l;aphras~d~~:?(·. . ·. ~-; 

.·.- .· 
BE..:561 

FOR WRB FROM HIRSHMlu'\f 

I returned today froB Istanbul after coBpleting prelioinary .. 
cussions \7ith IJirector General of Turk Sto,te Steamship Lines·regarding;.1:c 
churt~r of SS TAR! placed at our disposal by the Turk Governrne!ft.·:;:'f';L :i 
Naval A tto.che, Black of VISA British Navd Attache and I are 'il.grced··t,F:)s·'.'-.. 
vessel flhich is in regule.r passenger service is sem<orthy highlY;::~.:~::'£!,;'_{, 
desirable for our purpose and to our e.greeable_,surprise·:c.lready;;eqilipped 
uith life sr:wing devices for 1500 people. She will be propared·'.to,····· · 
sail·for Const=zc. as so.Jn as adcq=te food, fucl.c.nd other supplie. 
have been loo.dod 1 chc.1•tc.r price agreed upon, sc.fe conduct obto. · 
insurance for voy~ge has been plc.ced. The Director Generl:!.l es --·--·-:c.-. 
about ·five days to·loc.d nec"'ssary supplies. As· you lli:.ve been:a·qv.;is<')ai;(\itit 
sc.fe conduct hc.s bcic.n 1·ecycsted of ,belligerents.. Insofar· as·.· c ·,c· onc:er•n 
insurance the Director General estimates thB.t if pll:!.ced, Tlith· 
cor.tpe.ny for tho tr':ip to Consknza· to He.ifc. and return. prerniUI:l. 
o.no=t to $8o,ooo: (repeat ~i80;ooo), Bol:!.rd ma.y c.ccord.ingly. nish_ .. r.,, .. .,, ..... _, 
consider pl2.cing insurance elsewhere not~;i ths'tccmding. delny tha 
resUlt, Regarding. chc".Tter price uhich the I•irector.Generul 
he nas ·not as yet ina. position to quote,- durCltion of 
at a minimu.-:~ of 30·l:!.nd maximum of 36 days unforseen 'delays e:li:cllU(ie>d,;. 
Having regard to prohibitive prices at present prevn~ling in 



%1,+ 

war zones, minor 



. . . . . ;,~ ,,~(, ·' ,~,!J!if~jt' : 
· ·:rnternaticma Red Cross requirements,· 

passengers~. etc;\, Acc,orc1il1gly .J request. authority', t~ :enter 
charter; party: ion behalf~ of:; .the',VIRB ;wi th;.the Turkish' ·State· 
Lines:ror.:.the 'charte£/of/theSS'.TARI. for. this voyage\ at 'a' DLLCti'!.UL.' 

· th8.!L $4000, per, ·aay.;~:;:rn: this 'connection r 'shouid,'apprec 
-, . tion.:·that 'the ,guarahte~' given::.the :r.ur'kGovernment .· . 
: ment of<.thS;' i'eol8.ceimant or: :the ·SS _VATIN;,±ri.; the event: of ;Loss· 

· apply :t<J )he SS TAR!.'.: as her' ,'substi'tute··±n ',the eyent .of her 

-.. -,;; ~:·~:~1~~i~r;:;s~~f,~;~w;~~;;.~~~:.:~);:~:~i~~?i<.·:.:.:~~;i)·:. :.~~ali;r~y_::~~ ·· · · 
, ...... • : Iri 'v:iew-~'of. ·the~ steadily .deteriorating si tuatiori in , ______ ·,·c 

-'·· Ambassador and T.urgeritly request· an irninediate reply authoriz 
to enter. into th~ Charter: Party along_ the lines outlined 

. >.· .. -f·,··,: <\:--·r<-·<::\-~:_~.:;:-:}~-~~-~-~;-- . , ·-L ·,:- ,j"~ ~ -. 
, __ (END OF. MESSAGE)'! .. '·:>>. · . · -'! ·.i~.d,:~·:~i:o:>:'. 

_.,._._- ,,•_;·_.~l,,-,_·.·c,-.\ ,' -1 .,1'!..~.' '..,·!·'. ·:~t"··' .:~:;~· 

'<:· '·,' 

.. _ ... l. -· 

-'··' 

. .:.::,=,.,; 

.. /)i~\~j' . \ 
.. · .. . ,,• :~-: 



:. ~ ·::· ·w~·:;.~~{:%}~}r\:. :· 
;, .. , 

;_ :· ·-~ ! -~ 

j• :#~; 
. ~ \\;~~-

para~-~sed. :_.-:-_;--'_.:--~ :\···'· 
·-·--r ~--~_;_· ··.-;.,:·/~-~:.f:;:.~··-.:·--··- ''·-:_\~~--·,,._,_~:··.. : _ .. .,, .. - ,~-. 
·, :·.· .~::.\ ·~\., ·" .. · · . .r(: :ORIGlliALTEXT 'OF. TELEGPAM. SENT ' c .. 

. . ' '::o>{~\;'·.:;'::>;,:·:;::'~:; )( .. :,~·::>\~ ,·:,:< ';;';:; ,,'- ' · .. ·:.{~·~ 
·.FROM: .~·:,:;;;-secretary· of.·State·;·Washington •. "<;· · :'· 

, .• TO, ,:)~i~~;~~~l~~t;¥;;,,;~.,·:,. \;{(~,Jt •. ~{:' 
, FROM· THE. WAR REFUGEE BOAHD iFOR THE AJIJBASSADOR: AND HilJ.SC.HM.1iN 
:: '.-.; ·::'·, ··i:.· _/:/\•,)'· _::. r-.• ~_:,..-J)~~:;;;~::.--_: /.·'L~~~~\\~~p;~:: __ ·:: . .:.,_:_~\. )>~: ·i:; :_ -- --_, .- i··Sf9~}>~~~ ·- . ~ 

Refer yam- 'No~d50L'f:lar'chi21. You are authorized to 
charter partj" for SS .. TARI at·.pi-ice indicated. Place insu:raricE>.''in·.;'Tu:rkEly. 
Advise us total amotint.o:f funds·needed for charter"and 
form in·.which such .funds should be remitted~ .; . · '. 

... .. ~ .... ~: ., . ,i\ft:, 

.Aitho~li· the,p~i~e. indicat~d seems to be 
which other neutral vessels have been chartered, 
have consulted inth Myron Black who has had much 
negotiations and that· you feel that we cannot do 
stances. -

-. , . 

.•, - . ,; ~} l ' ' .. \. 

·You are also authorized to confirm to the Turkish Government 
the guarantee of replacement given in the case of SS VATAN is 
to SS TARI. That is if the SS TARI if lost on the projected vayage·. 
United States Government uill replace her with a cargo vessel ·.of,com­
parable tonnage and age. 

It is assumed.·that there· is.' so~~ assurance .that when +.n.o .. ·""'""' 
.undertaken there will, be refugees available for .evacuation,c.:;::r·n<:viAw'·o·r:·t 
·yam- estimate as to·possible!dm-ationof,voyage,·; it is also 
that the Board's•,:liability under:;.the charter will not be 

to ·~, • ·.·•• ,, ;:' ;i'ii~:,?i·.: . . . . . .~·cf 
~--r:,_·: - >:.. ·:·. -. 

···,· ··.,. 



i >· 

-. :_-__ . __ ·_-._•,_;,,-_.:_._~~-_-_.:_:_P_,_,,·_A_,•-_RA•,-_-.P 'ikasE. OF TEIEGP.AM _SENT' 
-- . .. .. ::t ·~:·;/<~=:- · .. 

FROM:'"< ; .•. SECRETARY OF. STATE, 
• r ': ·~! ·... ' 

···:.' 

j·.• 

,. 
-.:·; •·i·:' 

, _ .. following· Board r s . -
: cerns th~ mattcr_of''til:)t._.,_ining\shipp.ing'for 
·Balkans referrecJ:to';Ln<yotU'-(:ables no. 455~ 458,· ., _ _ , .. 

. . -_--_ ~: :,;~·~~~9-;t is\~~~ .rna~~~ ·~i\'~;· ;w~~~. Gover~~~t ~o . ~~pport . it~ -···· 
. own name -.the efforts-uhich-the .Interna tiorial Red Cross is making, to· ob- · 
tain safe conduct for, the SS TARI l'lhich has been placed at your. disposl:'.l 
to.:.evacuate Jellish refugees from Constanza, Also-.~ the Swiss Government · _; ~=:._: 
and International Reel Cross have ·been informed by us that this. Government'·-
agrees to_wha tever safeconduc t the British irants. ._,. .;'C'·::>?\ . 

, . . . . , .. ,, .. ' f' . - ·. (/;<' . ·.i'(! :; . 
We have. had discussions with War Shipping Administration -vdtn·:res· 

to the proposal_that a substitute vessel be ~1de_available by. Go.ve·~··· 
ment so .. that repe-ated voyages to evacuate rofugees.mi\y be•inade.--by 
·ss TARI. War Shipping Administration has cabled Myron Black,req~es+.;.,.,·,. .. ;.·"-'-'.;-l'. 
further inforll'..c.tion as to one, the type of vessel needed and:·,.here "it_-~·-:· 
uill trade; t>JO, informo.tion as to Hhether the vessel will be;'c;:ortsidered 
by the enemy us a Turkish vessel if it is to trade in enemy oori,trolled · . 
areas and-also uhether safe conduct Hill be_needed, .' Informuti<inohas 'been 
received by _us to th~'effect .that sympathetic 'consideration,wiii·;;b_e·given• 
by War· Shipping Administratiomto such recommendations as Blnckiriiily-.:;·._._• .. ·­
mlce even if_ they -:involve practical difficulties~;,; Hovmver ,: Wdl:/Shipping · 
Admiilistrntion. believes -that the situation :coul~: be/best handled:' by•: .'-.· . _ 

· treating it as· a problem .of allocution by l7hich un :attempt eould:_be.·llk-ide · .· 
to work out an arre.ngemont by which tho use of-' Turkish ships ;woulcl' bo 
conserved through--making equivalent space available· on an Allied;v~ssel ·; 
proceeding, tQ a port in the Eastern· Modi terruneun. ,,~ War·Shipping''Adminio • 

. stration is.ulso sencl.ing a· cable to Kdlock,' their :representative ,in · 

•... .• (~nt.) . •! '/ • ']'ii~tr~ 
·. · State· Dept. I:ettor, 1 ;.l1:7a · . 
. :BY~.r? '· Stl-' .. ;:: s: 



·.,., 
•.) 

Algiers, asklng t!W.t'.they be info~ed. 
the Meditort'ruloa.n a.ny smo.ll. freighter which 
er by the Governmont .. of Turkcye ·· ·: .·- ,;·c_··:{· , . 

.. · ;: '·· i:' ~~~~;era ti~;{:'~~~~. ~;i~~k :you. shci~a • fu~e·~1~~~ ~~. all .. 
tie~ 'of this situation,' •i:Wh.'l.tever. plan is finally proposed 

. invoiving ·tho least. delay: since. time·. is most .. ·essEmtial. 
·· mili ta'cy: ~ituatiou·;··,:war Shippi.Dg Jidministmtion·\has 

prac'ti'Co.l difficulties'· regarding ;.the : o bta':lning ;.>1i . 

. . •· '~}'"'~~~t~ti~k~~i,~~~:~:{i}"'i':~~··,;t";";,'~/i' r:·.-.-i ·.·' ,,.,,n,c:t,ri:< 

gLi ~ .. o. do· whatever· ue .ce.n to·cnrry out. . .. 
~you. may: ii-=tkil· 'nrter all . the ·difficulties: involved. have:· 

you and: BLick~· :Should the\f'irst voyage' of the SSi' .. 
thin Q 'Shbr~(pBriOd~p£: time ,:,YOU Tl'ill· realize thO. t an···l.'l. GLAmr>L•'· 

,tO suppl;i:;~he; TP.rkish-'Government·wi th a;:v~ssel· by thq.t.~,time,. .. : 
. uould; .. encounter ··coiisiderable·>'difficulties; .. Talcirig into consideration·:,, 
. the shipping situatigh-, uo bolieve that a much more feasible arrange-'. 
ment YlOuld be to reac'h an. ag:[:eeinent, if ,possible,: ·With the Government' 
of Ttirkey· uhereby .. this Governnent uould give assurances that sl:10uld , 
the SS' TARI be made. (:IV.:tilable 'say for a period of three months;' there 
would 'be nnde available to the Turkish Government equivalent space on 
an Allied vessel for. a coli!purable length of time not howeveJ:' necessarily 
concurrent ui th the period during which the SS TARI wol'\ldrbe 

• • I'" • ~-.'"L..:.r ' ~~;_. ... ·, . . . - -

With respect tC;:.,the suggested plJTchase of :the ss NECAT . 
donation. to the Turkish Red Crescent, it has been· indicated by· 
Government of Turkey. th.'l.t it uould not be possible to- 11i · ' 
vessel.from those at the disposal of that Government,. If it· 
that it is not possible- to 2.rrunge for repeated voyages by 
please advise us if you have investigated the possibility of ·=._~ .. 

5 
... 

Ss NECAT immocliately after tho first voyage of 

has .. -·~_,-<;T~f·f.,!:!• •,. :·. ~: . 
. \(/~:~/~,;,_;.;. 

·.-:' ' 
'!,'A 0.0 
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Marchl5, 1944 
-~ __ '; 

. ~ ' 

' ; . : : •, ~ ::. 
·, ~~ ~~~ -:.\/~-> =- :· \-. -~--~,·>:.; ... .,:-· ~ \r· -~~ -·>. _. , ~ .. _ . : · ,.· __ · ~-· __ \ .. 

FROM: .':,·•/·! .. :·Amer~canEmbassy, Ankara·.,.:,· .. 
. TO: ... '::((;J)c\Secretary or. State~ ,yrashing~?~· . ~f.;.; .. i-.i.l .. :l, •. : ... i ... ·;'._.~.;.~.'!_."-) .. :.. . . . . . . \\'.,/;':;0t;i:{N:·., 

. ";'._ -__ -~- . ---~~·-.. ·!: ';\,/~_-,,(~··t-;·~~.!-~-~ .. ' 
· .. Refe.r€mce is· herein to my cables of 

. dated M8.rch~l5. · · :.' ·. ·.i,-~-~.-:~~~:\,;;~ ... <'-,~:~·.·.o:,'.-~.'.~:,;i·.{~~--. _·;,i·.~~~~~:f~{~~·~:.::· .. · ·,, ~ •,!'\•, -~·,'~;:~·,,,- I 

:·Reference was,- in my· conversation this uKJnur•g 
for Foreign Affairs;<to 'my ·previous conversation the Minister, 'or··.'·. 
Commuriications concerning the possibility of the 'ptirchase by the War--.'.-.·.': 
Refugee Board or.·tha·::ss NECAT at a cost of approximately $4ob,ooo, 'the·· .. ·:. · 
vessel tO, be donated/to 'the Turkish Red.Crescent and 'to become.its . ,. 
prope~tY B.fter completing the transportation to Palestine Of 5,000:: 
Jewish refugee children frotn Rutnania under auspices of the;Internation-'.·· 
al Red Cross, In reply Numan stated .that the Minister of .Qommunicat.ions 
had discussed the subject with him,and that as·the;Turkil'Jh.GcJverpmeri~.· 
had now agreed. to _malta a passenger. vessel aVailable .to· me at once, ;to<'. 
withdraw a second vessel from the very few ships at.the.disposal:·or' -,·-.,.·.,.,,. .... , 
Turkish (lovernmeht would be impossible;· Numan added>that'there iVas: .. 
some question as to whether the Red Crescent cou.ld accept tl'ie-;donation 
of a vessel tmder the conditions su;;ge'sted by me •· ·.Inquiry Was·:then · '·:: ·. 
made by me as to whether he could devise a means ·whereby the Red::cres...; ; 

· · ·. cent could operate .a vessel under the Turkish flagfor the continuous' · ;~,:::Ji';::·:·:· evacuation from Balkan ports _of Jewish .refugees., :La.te:rin .the· ' 
~f.: .•. \.··,:.:_~:.I'_:.!_f_i-.i,'~ .... ~1.:.~.~-'.;•i.:,::.::.~· Foreighl!linister,telephoned me and 'said that he had 'obtained . 
<.''' ''\ • . -sent of ·.the Council' of. Ministers . to· proposing that: .:the·An1ei~ic:aii: t;·mreJ"Ii·-: 

ment donate· a vessel to: the Turkish Red Crescent· which 
'".to operate ·it under; the Turkish flag for the purP,ose of. 

!:•;:~·;. · gees from Balkan ports during:.the continUance of tlie.·war·; 
,\(.· thereafter _to remain. the. property o£:., the Red Crescent, 

;:;'::rf0~,t~.;;:· ·. . . Hi;~~~ann. and" r ·~~commend that the f~reg;idJ :;;~p:sal· be .. · 
r:<.ft.W;;~:.:>· ' and ~ COUSldermg this proposal the. War· Refugee Board may 
(i·C:;:~'~!?<X:'~:.· in mmd the present .exhorbitant cost per capito or· evacuating .,..,,f',""'o 

f;A~~: ····· (oont,) ' . • '' ; • ' . 

--.-~----~-------·---~--~----·--· 



March 2?, ,'.1944 
',_ 'i 

.a:GoverniDerita'i>~;';:~f;.;,\;.r ·. :vt·~~~i .·~R~~rd.~i/-.::·9 a. 
( ) •I \ ', {• ,~ ";,, '{, ', 1t•

1
• :X.tr',< I •} •'{:\, :\."j', ,'>,;i,l:\_r:i rt ' •

1 scoo .:\' '1"1')~•/,~~~'.·',"l;r~.r···'\t;d'•.; rt!k,"~~·'·,., _;i.o; ~~"'\ .,~· ., 

,,:',':''!~~n~~~~1~~~~~ ~,f:'i:.· .... ·.· ... 
. (One}:. The:Turk:;aut!iorities· have now· agreed to a' charter price .of 

175,000.Turk pounds (approximately $97,200} for the·::projec:!;ed voyage,·.· 
eight days being allowed for· embarkation and debarkation. For any ·\ .. 

·period of time in excess of eight days required for embarkation or de­
barkation we will be required to pay 5833 Turk pounds' (approximately·_'·'· 

· $3245) ·-per day •· ·In view of. the fact that the .rewish 'Agency for 
·had made a· firm offer;of $250,000 (repeat dollars} "for the· P.nln·'""-"" 
the SS VATAN for the·,projected voyci.ge a,nd was merely ·~n•n.,,.,.,.,., 

·of the Turk Government.to·the charter, and that we have 
able passenger vessel in' lieu of an old cargo ship which 
required the installatio:r: of rassenger facilities entailing 
t11o months 1 and which could not have carried more .than half 
gers. the SS TARI uill take, >7e consider the price now agreed 
extremely favorable~:ha;,ine; regard to the exorbitant prices d•~llJJ~l'l•deld:for·.:i, 

: c.harters •in these ua'te:Ps. Our. financial negotiations, were· 
··cult by the price- _offerecl--the'·.·Turks.:for·-the SS VATAil' •. :, Black· 

·present .. throu[;hout. t!w negotiations, regards •th,e, price 
·upon as• reasonable· under• all. 'of the· circumstances. 

· · · : ·, • ·. · -.,.:; (~· :;:,_._<.<\:,.-';::· :~'/·;·:,~::!,._..;, I;' . -.. , ·! .'i\:'~:;!/,t·;-.. · : 
(Tl7o}: The Turk• Government will. not (repeat notJ'accept 

. ·ment guarantee· on the.,ba.sis ·of 11 a''ca'rgo: vessel of comparable· 
· .. tonnage~~" for the ss TAR.r; which is :one of its si,"'l:· available de 
· passenger vessels •.. The· Turk Government requires a guarantee -that· ... , 

i'i'';!.\'.,'f.l\i'u,;_ss TARI will be rep~ced. with_a similar passenger vess,el of compar~~.le ),,:· 
age and tonnage. · • ' : .; · , , , . . .. , .: ; ., ; -: 

' •; ~ ,. _· ., ... .'' :,,, , ' .·• :-.-,~;'.'-!,-'-.\'t:··i\· .. :1,.'·' ' :, .::•_•. · · ·._(cont.) ,. 

-------·-----·--·-·-----------~ 
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: ··•· :<F'6ii~w~g for; Ifirsc!Lm.nn 'from War Ref~ee 
, •. :~ ... ~~)>.-. ,;._- ·, :·);,;~{~~:: ·~(·;,( ?:.:~'>..-'_:·'f.-{~.-:.~\-~~;'!_:·~~~,:,-<< .~-

'.War,Refugee,>Boaid ,cable• no•·. 7 . . .. 
'.\~--<~ .. -,-.' . >-~-;-:··~;)Ji:i~~j'>-.\:'·-:·:,:.::.,~.= .. ;~-;·~·-:·;·~.\_ .. ·-~:·.·~·.· :··-.-·.- .,-, . 
It' is stated"' in a lettEr dated February 25, from ·Inter..:.c 

the "Bellacitta11 ,:a BUlgarian.vessel, is available:to 
at the ·rate of 150 per ueek to'.Istanbul presumably from IY!tl.ut<<L.u.u 

Cross also informed· us· that tuo' Bu~garian vessels, 111\1ilka11 and ·:'JVJa:.L:.L.v<O•a,' 

are also available ·to Jenish.organizations for this.purpose'but 
Turkey· is not allowing more than ·150 a t/eek to go to Palestine 
it is prestimed that ·the last .two mentioned boats will not be.·.,;·;;·,,hHl":'l' 
since the IIBellacitta'! can. fill .. the limit .imposed. Fled Cross· 
mediary will give notification of sailings you are requested 
everything possible uithout lessening efforts coneerning·Swe 
Tirrkish boats. ·Red ·cross has requested and the United States· 
granted safe conducts for the "Bcllacitta" and cable is being 
the American Embassy at l.Joscow requesting that the Soviet 11r'"~•,..,.,mc,n+. 
take prompt action the British Government's safe · 

•: -~ ; 



: -~·~.//t;~t 
. . . . . hive . ai·:are; pf the desire .. 

individu,.1.J;s :to make;oitse: of 'Bulgarian boats ·MIIKA and. 
transport: J e11ish refugees . from Con stanza . to Istanbul but, due.· 
objection 'of InternatioP..al Red· Cross .representative-in 
to use of'thcse:two··vessels.as unseaHorthy;· have taken·na·e.c 
the matter. On.,.the' oth~r hand, since the BELIASITTA is regarded 
seauorthy; .we are attempting to expedite her ~om Constanza 
being delayed from day. to.. day for. a reason which 11e. have· been uni~D.LEN~· 

.. to discover• Either the failure to rcce.ive Soviet safe ··n~.~"'"~+ 
· far or some connection: with illegal traffic ':in refugees· 
reason f9r · d7lay •. -: · · · 

. . ·.:,· 

.. ,. 



.I 

L" • ;\ :>• ;1 " ._,. _
1
·::;, ~--~ ( 

''-·:~\:'·. ' " ·,:.: ';< ., '{ 

.. ' ., , , , · · '>.: PAi'tAPHF'JlSE OF TEIEGF.AM RECEIVED · 
'i 

Following is":'Ankarar.s No, .lO·from the Ambassador. 

Pehl~;~i,~l~~?ge~J;i:~~~~d-:~\;.·\<8fi\; ': ·' ~·{}, .· · }:3·:;:};·:.: :· 

The';Ankara representative, of.:the International ·Cross 
representative ofo:j;he' Jewish agency in Istanbul inform us.·that·· 

· Bulgariari SS !HLKA ;will. arrive· in Istanbul March 29 with· 250 J 

refugees ;:from Cernowitz who:embarked at Ccinstanza •.. In order·.·t~t .. l m•~·'·::.:~!••,;;;:''i': 
250 refugees will. be· permitted to land in Istanbul, we have ·assisted: 
in arranging for.the:issuance of Palestine entry certificates, This 
was done onithe assumption• that the vessel declared to be unsaa·~~·•+h •• 
by the International Red Cross (see my cable of llarc}l; 25

1 
No, 

·arrive safely, Also,.·.we. are helping to arrange for..transporta 
through Turkey to Palestine for these refugees, .{• , ,, , 

.· ·::· {: :; 



GABIE. NO. 564 FROM ANKARA' TO THE BOARD 
: ( ... ' 

:;: ·. ' , __ -. j. ~;· -.-.i, 

• < ~'!?:-. \ .. ·:: '.. ', 

Harch 29, 1944 :.· 

.,-. 
_:: :::·.( -.-.i' ;- ,};·. :::_:: 

.. './·,PARAPHRASE op·. TElEGRAM RECEIVED:: 

..... · __ :·>-,;/i 1 .:~\\ ·> .!.~ ~·::-1~;;'i\-\ :·.·. :: \:: ·-->=\---_ :~--~-~-\:::{, :~·-~-.;-: .. 
FROM: ~··;.'/; ~he. fn;e:~~~~~,~~~~~s~~ ;~y~~~.:\7-fy.: 

1 
•.. ; • .-.;:-;· ._,,."<:<, ,.,_~;·,: 

.TO:· .(':.;•;>The Se'?re~ry:(?f State;·,Washingt~m 

~Am,;;"<i:~~)~~l~f~~f,11'\~~~~~t\~ ••. 
·· .. ·The' 'following: message is fl;'om Hirsclunan,n 

and is .:Ankara Is number;\13. 'Please 
19':4: ·;~::,~~;(s· )i~\\~·fil:.;;~Jf::: : .;}ct~~;~;:, . ,· ··• 

·On ·:the grounds·_.;that..they. left Constanza wi . 
is the :intention O:f·. the· authorities. of Tilrkey ·to .refuse· fJ"'".rn"'-"".J..vLJ••·• 
for the· landing izi·rstanbul of the approximately 250 Jewish. 
on the-SS MIIKA and.-:they have so advised the British.··.··rn im 
to obtain ·a reversal.of e.ecision the British r~Iinister is ca 
the Secretary General of· the Foreign Office and Ambassador S ~--~-----. 
is calling on the Minister for Foreign Affairs~ · ' 

_.}: .. ;:· 
.. \··: 

Mindful of the foregoing, if consid~rable.numbers 
arrived without visas it uill be extremely difficult 
authorities o£ Turkey to a5ree to a further increase 
transit visas to be· 'granted Jewish refugees from the 



1944 
'··-~;_:, ~ ',: · .. :,_:; :_.:-\_;·:· 

--·,:,. ... 
~:\::; PARAPHRASE: OF TELEGRAM RECEIVED: 

~·,• :;_-·:·_.:_ i:_~::\~::i.(:·:;;·~.!,· ·.-·-'' _--~''·'{~--.. ,;.:>.· ' .. · .. -.~ ··-:· -· .. );_ .',.~L 
FROid:·.-_:,\· American.·•Embassy, Ankara ., >' . , 
TO: :\·~- Secretary,o.f State~ .Washington 

=:~~~~~;;~~~m:,i~:~~-: ::,~~~t~~~j\W<i;~:; 
· The'following\isJ~nkara_1 s;;No;.~3 _from .. Hirschri!ann ·ror 

_ ·Since •our ·dire6t'fapproach :-to _the Rwnanian,Minister:'in. 
(see ®r;telegrams :ofjMarch.':IJ):nd March 16. Nos. 440 and 474) n,..,,m'""'' 

·:satisfactory· resul ts·;,f it ';was' deCided·. by the Ambassador' and. me: 
equally 'sati'sfactory, results7: inight: pe. produced by· a. silllual­
approach t0c the- Bulgarian Mihister here. , Therefore,' ,acting ,,,r~;,.,.., .. ,,: 
authority \1hich the Secretary•· of ,the Treasury vested in me ( 
Department's telegram:. of February12·, 1944 No •. l20) S:i,mond. 
to arrange a meeting, at Simond 1 s home between Balbanoi'f; ·s 
myself. -:r made it clear' to BalbaxJOff at the· beginnilig._of· 
satioq•:.that my sole,·function in. Ankara ·was as VIRB- renr·esen.ta.tive-:.tQ:.i;··:, 
deal With refugee problems; that any-discussion which we 
would be confined to this subject exclusively; and that 
struction placed on OUr talk by him or h:i.s Government .... 
occasioned by deliberate distortioD:i•. · The reply- was "made> 

·.that he understood.that it would. be limited to the subject 
and that _he welcomed a frank. · ( *) Balbanoff was Wormed by· · . 
the reports of the.:- brutal treatment accorded ·to the miD:orities. 
Bulgaria, especially the Jews,· had outraged the government· and. 
people of -the United States_ and that Bulii;al~ia would be called .. ~ . ..; •. '•~:.:;;; 
the near future to answer therefor. I then informed him that '', ;. ii)i/ . Government Ylas determined to do everything possible to· . trle~;e;qu:.:i:; 

'•-,l~:·r,:i;. · people' who were.:-in .danger. of losing:their:lives · r,md _to, 
·'' ;•' -~-refuge.'-for them and;;that. an;)"' continuation by· the .:Bulgarial1 Gc•ire•rnunel# 

l". ·of the :execution of.~these policies\ of 'the.·Naz:Lpersecutiori.' "'' uu_,_u,_.u., 

born in mind by ow::: Covernment);in.the future-and'· i: Go.•veriime:n· 
f,,. would be wall advi:;;ed ,'in its ov;n.,. iriterest to take.•~~·~ .. ...:~-;, 

·_:· _ _-_-_· __ :_,_i_·.;_•~ __ :~_.'_•:_.f_~l-_,-:_~:·-·.-_·.i_.:•-:_ .. :.~_~:._.:·.--~_.:: __ ·_::·_·{_ .. ;_ .• · __ ·.-... ::r~:!~!~~~;~.)1t'1~ii~;;:;.n hnl"rl,.,.. •. ,._,"" 

_ -_ *Apparent ~missio1_1 .~if."_\,.: .- .. i.}cor;,t.) 

··- · ;::G~;<·... -.;·<u;;: ... · · '.~rf:.'{t}\:;;,_· 
,.,.,r. :,[' 

.. ~ ~ 



I ::ruggest~d at conclusion of my remarks he 
to m.~ OovCJrnment. It wag Stll.tl:\cl by Ilalabanof'£ :l..n reply- that ,th<;>·;·::r :' 
milltrelitment bf th9 millot-Hies k Ilulgad.a had resu:Lte<l from the· 'c";.; :•> 
policies o£ Gabrowsk.:t, the former Minister of Interior, 'who he asserted. 
had been.a. tooL of the Germans and was ·no longer a inember of the~-·;~.,: ·.--. 
Government~.: It-wa; then. stated by him that' .of late the Jews hB.d.:b~en:­
given much. better.treatm~nt ill· Bulgaria and that .. he had reason.t~; :­
believe'. the: "pressure" agaillst'tb.em would continue to .relax •. '·!.,_It-:w~s .. 

· -suggested by me ;that Balabanoff dispatch to his. Government Urgent · · 
•• -message recommending. that-~.the; same treatment as 'that,;recehred; 

·, .;: Bulgariaii..'citizens' be accorded'·henceforth to the Jews and an·'other 
·minorities ,in Bulgaria and.,the·'deplorable conditions under which· · 
Jews 'imci.::other:·minorities.' 'are; living. in: concentrat,ed 'camps : ~··e--a··lll' 16.l~c•ra 
at onc_e and that;the,·Bulgarian._Government take irrimediate steps•to 
authorize the _granting'o:r.:.irisas" and to provide· transportation for 

. refugees -who wish~,t~-1eave·.i'or -Palestine or. Turkey~·-•. ·, -,: - .. 
·-- ····+.\;i-~; ,.;'':~.;·,_;:e:;•~,·:_.;;<:~/';;.,·i,;/>, ,· ;: .. _·_•- . ···" . , '·<- ... .-,· -,._,·_:u·~ jj··.•.'l '"'''''·'"'-'''':·~~\.' • 

. . <::~I 'was assUred by Baiaoono:ff at the Close of our :talk that he 
sympathizes fully with my;_.suggestions,. that he would cable his Govern­
ment urging it to comply~with them, and that he would send to So:fia ,a · 
full report o:r our talk viith further detailed recommendations and 
soon 'as. he received a reply. he would request Simond for _a :further 
me,~ting with me. . . ·. · · 

.:-:;· ,_.-. 

-.. , ,.-,···. 

. . 
__ ,...,. "! ~ ·•· STEHfJ:fARDT 



.:::>{::~f:> 
'•,~f ... ,>::· -:- '\ :-'_:· __ : •. ·.j', __ 
L~~~{~\~i\.~--- ... 
•· · •· " The .r;ilm-iing·~ 

~~;f ~l~; ~b"'"•~ ror .t,h··~!,o:::;,:ii:*~''J,:· 
., ., .• • • ' : J. :., r:,: ,. "< :~.\~(': . .:·:.:!,·-'.·'"'i••·l~i~i;ec;;.~;;,,\:•~:.-(.;'."X··,.,_•.\·,~ 

.. _ • ·>. This _a:ft~rnaon itp:e: _ _ . . 
. \!:.~--~,.~.'}::" · · said .that.' in . the . case ·.of,, the· a pPx-oxima tely .. ho: m:rna:rE,a. 

';\;~:;t11~~~1Y'· ~~~~:f~~!h~~t~~~~~h:~~=~:- ~~i~!~s{~n:ake an exc-eption 
·. ·'' i/1;'· .. Minister. -:said also.·.that ·he··! had. issueddnstructions .that ;the ··.-·J ~efcui!·Ges, 
;;:·;\:.: ~·.-·· ·. are to be allowed to·land':in ,Istenbul: and.: that in ·oi-de:{.to 

: ·>,-l\:;i the refug~cs he had asked::'the'Minister• of Co~nication; to · ·;~!t ~~:"'~:::;;r '~' from the oOmi-•:•kl$ Mat;:~::~~ • 
'.~\·- :·- ..... '·'• 

.-- i1sTEINH.!JillT/_;:. ~-:~ ._ 

r.i~t.r : 'r.( 

;_-

. ·~- . ,.·f' . 

-,--, 

. _;;· 

... : 
.·; -

' ·. · .. :·- ~- ~_/;::~::y:·.~:\)1;:·;·)' 

~ '·.·;:.;,,_-_'.~-.-_-•-.·--~.-.'.' .• __ '_,: __ .-~-.:.:_,··:.'·:j;~~. c·,:;-' -.•r;. ' .. ;.-.... ,., 
.. ; . :~, ~',.; I ~-,'.'' ·. ~ I 

, .. ;_:'- 'l''' 

·:;' 
\ -·~ ·. 



\:April J, 1944 
~~):_::~~~. \,. ---~-~-_:').' ·.:,, -.. ~ ... -~-;.~ .. -.-' 

.· ' \:; . ' ' : ::i' .;: ~ ' ~:'~::_: __ ·_.·_.~,-.·~._-.:_:·~ .•• ~:_:_,;·:·.'' ... ~;:~_:··.~::.·_-.-.',:;·_ .. _· .. :1·:·' .• ··-~~.·-f······.·i_~:._.·.· .... ··,· ... ; .... _. --;--.~~:;?}~:::;·;· __ : __ ;' •.i -
--r~:; ;~~~,~- .. ~, ~,.... -~,._; .:' '\' ' ~' ··<·~ .. ·:/'),·--~: ~. _·:·;..',;' '_, 
On March 25 the contents ·.of: your message number: 

uhich ,gr<i_nted 'safe( conduct. for. ·.the steamship T/,RI i ·\Jere· 
ICRG;:,(leneva, .. Hcivi<Jvei:·)~o reply rui.s bemi · · 

;~::,;~j;(:·~re·yt;·:~!~f!~i!~;1.f':~'/)~;.~~:/~:-;~m:n:::·>·i··"'~::·)':::~ .. · :· ... 
: .<·In·;a•rcply: dated March· JO ':President Huber·,:. 

·a tion' of,' the American'' Government.' s pesi tion not .'only 
but also~)he· refuge~ :position·· with which:. fie states· ICRC 
boon ·deeply,-concerned ::\<President Huber· states.· that upon "'"""'.1.n"' 
information. from/its: delegate: at· Ankara'·i t directed ·a ·reque 

.. to the Government/: of Germany for safe conduct for a: .voya'ge Irornt·•:J.S't.antOU.J.'n 
·to Constanza and~·fetlirn .by the steamship Ti.RL' According 
charter':.contract·'for TARI.is!.depondont·on obtain;ing not J.a'tEir·.T.ntan 
/,prillO·all safe,":conducts and that' ICRC cim extend to 
insignia:.·protection only· if sai,'o conduCts- arc obtained~, SllmA,,...:.;,;;ri>.6·''·','':· 
\7ould _also have to ,he:· carried by Tl.RI. · , :. ': · · 

;·:·advise~ ~;-~u~<~; that he is most doubtful that the r.nvi>.,..nmA1n+.•::-·-:·.:~i 
of Germany 11ill consent to the departure of JEmish 
cmmtry:under its. -influence or that it· will grant 
pointed: out by Huber that last J'anuary'the Germans, vie1~o 
ICRC 11ith a request for safe . .conduct for the. Bulgarian. 
This vessel is notr: at Constariza and whenever the · 
are obtained it· is· ready to ·clear \7i th the refugees .. · 
Germany in spite of several requests has ni.'\; ansvmrod 
conduct for the BELLACITTA has been granted by the C"n'trm·nn,An~.cr·=o:r· 
Britain· and !JDerica.··; 

;·.·r-.' - ,J/i:l)/(\ _ --;···· ~)>.::.-
'(It'fs further/stated by_.Huber that. ICRC , 

the prospect of. obtaining_ safe conducts' ·from Germany. 
is not at. all hopeful:and.·thati-thero appears tciibo :li 
organizing J'ewishd)migration~ On .. a SOund ·baSiS for. :the OEl.U<laflS 
ICRC.has done everything in its'.·pewer for . . . 
for emigration .before· it ;,1as ~too late, Huber· 

rcgret~.able;· ' ,:}lf,{i·}~::;·;;_:/,·;,_.~, 1:.·~.--.. ·,;./_:~ .. ·.::, : , 

. ' ; '' ~. . ;_, 

.· ... _,;:,;,·.; __ ~-.-•.· :· . . ' 
_: ,: ! .. ';·: ·~; ~: 

·'h\'::.··::1'' 
.. : ·-,'::· ... ) ~- , . ;- ·~ ..._::. ,··: 
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" i 
·'''::: ... · .<}::' 

"; __ :;_-~:,.~l?I.~.·.:::,_._ •. :.:·--·----·.-.-_·.· .. N··. ot A~¥>": ·, 
' :~J;~::¥t'·' 

. FROM WARf:REFUGEE . 
. < ·_This~~::c<l;ble t~: 

! ::;~~~) Pl~'{iffi~' to .. c: •• ;~ . .-,";.-.. ·rT··'c•elc 'with !~bas· . 

impossibility of' replacing :TLRI 'with: passenger ship-and MnDELS~:aa.o~ 
:::~~JrliF~ . his Goverri.T.ontc accordingly. '. Turl{ish J:.mbassador hero U0\'1 

. (

;"'•:;_·.(·):/ · ·the Turkish Goverru;iont:.is no .i·anger· insisting on guarantee ·to:· 
rri th passenger boat )ut 'will accept. gu9J'antec of cargo ;vessel . 

• ! ·c;~ ,:~. is asking confirmatiO~;of this ··rrom his .government~-~-·-AS v16 ·"'''"'"'n'' 
No. 250,:of March 24., th,f).- United S.tatos Government; in .. viou of: 
necessities is not· (repeat not) :i.n a position torcplace·theSS_ 
nith a ·passenger vessel. It 11e.s ·accordingly suggested that:,yoti 
issue squarel;~' to the• Turkish Govorn,'llont Hhethor it is. · · 
coopprate ·by chartering tho 'SS T!JU: VIi thout further n••l ,,;r.·~:;n~l: iin.cin·'·t:hil 
basis of tho guarantee 'alroudy offered, namely a 

· compar51ble age and :tonnage. ;,: . _,,· 
: ·-.; ,~- 1 ; •• ~ '· 

2. · Transfer: of $160 ,COO to. Ke'n~y: as 
has been arrangea. These are confidential 
Flind of .the President and may-be disbursed 

· usually--required in.government disbursements. 
to Mr·.<Pehlo, ·Executive :Director ;of·: the Board; 
but should kcon'carcful'records mid' obtain. 

···-':: -_ " /~~,-:··>::~~-~~ ...... -... -··:-. ~ '.:~· .. /):-~~,)~.'-- ' ': .'-,. :-· 
)". ,, The char.ter:;.party ·should.; be'. signed. in>· tha:iria.mEi.\c>f'.; 

Refugee Board. •J,mb.ussador- Steinhardt. or any ·m•omlh'"'"' 

by him is hereby· at.i.thorizcCJ: to'' sign·' t.he charter 
the War Refugee ~()~~F<( :\: , , , 

"- __ :,. __ }::J'i;.~~tr~::_::, · · · :_h:~~\( >> --~::> :<.-J:~_, 
'•· ';'With reference to German and Russian saf'e:. 

steps hflvo been takon,_by ,the BoarcL':· The Govornmonts;'of""'"T·""'"""> 

· ·.. ':{i~(lf(::>;f.:.;·.:_,!:.:~.;/(~.:,;?~r(·) · · ...... 
-!_;· 



and Sweden have bee; asked to support tho 
Red Cross for a German safe conduct· •. Tho· J,postolic· Delegate 
has been requested to ask similaraction by the Holy·.See, · 

.: , ,, . · Government !1as already indicated its >:illingnoss to approach . 
· ·r· Government;.·· Minister Harrison isa\"taiting a reply from the 

.. ·.:· .. ·.· ... ··:,:;··.J·.·:·i .. ·".·,.;_·~.·:.:,.:.·,: .. ::·'~.:.·.:·· .. ·.• ~~r=~::o~;~i:~ R~:sr~~ ~~~;n!~:t B:~~ ;~;~:~~~~o~-:~t=~~~~;. 
~·: . from that .Government •. ~No. roply. has as yet bem1··;rece.ived in '"1~s,ruJr~g:omr~.: .. ;J:'· 

., .,,.,,,, .. None. of·yotir cables uith respect to· the T/JU indicate .,.w ... ~.· .. ~-·-·~· 
~--~·:/::;)~:;~,·. nature. of ,the safe ·conduct that has- been requested from, 
\-'IJ"~\1[;::·/:,:·:.·· However;•;wo.havo been advised .by Minister,Harrison in Bern-. 

: A~ l*::~;;; ·;t Internatiorial: Red .Cross'i;has requesteid a safe conduct 'for: . 
i ],,,, ~j~1:;;r·,'voyage from. IstimbtiJ_ to.'·Constanza andreturn. iJ,i:co~ingly 
\ ·; :~,n~~M1(;',::· to the Sui~s ·and tho Smides have been couched in .the,:.sa'!le T.c.,..n,,., .. ,. 
i ;~~:!-1;;\li;~~)'.'-;).: vieu of: the .ono indication contains(! in your No~ 501' crt'' , 
• •• : ;1 (:;~~~,::.: ·• the voyago..·may be froin Constanza tci Haifa it is ·suggested 

: '>'~r.\l.{:·<\ immodiatelrwith· the Intevnational Red:Cross delegate. >tith· 
' '',_lf};V;\,;·:.; seeing uhothor the safe:~ conduct. request has _been }U"<?per'ly: .. : .. u.u~u .. u.'"' 

.t:;:rPk·:.·. advise-.t~~}o~~~t:~'<;::~Jr;t:;;{l:·.~· .• _ :.· .. t;::i~'),<···•· /Y~'i4}~.~·.:::.··· ... 
. ':' ·:;· "· · 5; .·Tho• Boa.rd.'f'ully·,concurs that the·· signing of. nh~-,.-~o.,.,: 

;- p.:,·,?·,· should be delayed· as_ long as' possible pending 'iJioredCfinite nO\IS .. '-"~-·---·+•·•"·"··.·. 
·.·.·····.·_.·.; .. ~.-.·.--····.,··.·.',_... German saf(r. conduct.:.· However you are· given full. authority to 

~· . .,... in your judgment circumstar1ees dictate. Wo realize:. the,. . 
t the sit'tiation. !md that 'risks must be ta!mn and you· are· fUlly 

· .-~-- to charter tho Tl..RI ";7hon and if you deem it des~_rablo .~:. Vie J"cel . 
you are in a'bottor position-than ue to make a judgment on tho mH:r;t,er•:'l::·: ~ .. ' . 

·t'·: 
.~)-.. 

·:~ 

and rm accept and have full confidence in vthatevor decisions 

·~. :.: 

.~ . 
·.·: .. ,. 

'; ,· 

., 
. • 

'• 

<• ·-. .:."(_ . 





•! ·,· 

~ :\_~\;; ... . , ~ I ., . ,. ' . ' , 

. ... :._· , .'.-~· April 25,., 1944 -~. t··· 

' !VJ -::- ,_ .i' . -:' ~ \;:.~-' . ~ . ,I .. ' ·t~.': 

'~(\_·:·_:.·-_:::~-.-. :_ .. ·. r.• .. ·.::_._· .. -,··.··_·,,·_;:,:•,;:,-~ .. •i_; ____ .·· .. :_.: .. _.···_l,:_.~ .. ~.·~.;._ •• :_.',:_:

1

· __ ·;:,'.;;_r,.'._-~--;;_; .. ;\_.,·.; __ -::_/;.r:. · · .: : .. _ · :j;;\._;_\:·~~;_ 
c~- ' " ; ' ; . ' ,;, ' , ; ; !,,) ' ,,,~l.ii?ti, 

( )'o~'~:~itb;{ ~-~~b~lnoR -~~ .. No. 46~·::\(;_: 
·'. :_i~::t::;;'' ··:-~ .. \; .;':"<;;' )\!':::: .. ·:~· ~:;;:::" ::w .. ;t, :'•);;_•<J~~~':i;:;< 

. •·. The·:; Bulgarian ss·:BELLACITT~1 arrived in Istanbul ~o.,+~.~ri."r· 
·with 152 Jewish refugees T9n board~ . :As stated in my: telegram 
.. 19, .I do not: anticipate: any difficulty. arranging 'for the. 
; of these refugees .to. Palestine; .. ·;' . - ' . . 

. . ..• ~01,'i( ,/ w~~~<~:\t~r 
:: :_ . . · .. . \.V·l~;i~_)· · 

·.; \. .. ~:>··!:'"_:.: 
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i} /' CABLE. NO. 

.-, __ ,-·:- .,,._ --

April,27, 

'- ';-; ·. -.--~~~~.·.~·;·.,~:,·;_:,·~-.-)'. , , , I :'-i ·._-1 

:~. . ._,.- - - ':.~·:.;-,_._s ., ; . : 
. - :-. ~ . ~~ ~ '.'.: ·J:: '. 

-::\-.:.·:-(-:_t, ·" -·:. :,·,1-,~~.:~ .. \: :,J}-:··_,:;-;.··~:{~:· 

Not ParB.Ohrclsed,t .···.·.~~,:'· .. ,: ... ··.;,:.·.\.'.:.:,~1·1•·.·· .. ·' .. :.:.=.1;.:.~J ... ~.· .. -.. ~· .. ··.~. ··:;" " .j' : · 
-_~_,_<!.·,···-~- .. ~~\ ~ 7''~- \'~}~ :;~:i/:·.';t,i 

FROM WAR REFUGEE.BOMD:.To A!v!BASSADOR STEINHARDT; ·-.. ·--·-·, 
........ ;--~_-_: .. - -',\ :\ :·:.\{~~-:-;?·:::~,~---: .. ~.--~f_.~. {~~: .. _ >~\~-;1?\ --~'r:!~..tJ;;._>:\':-_~--1;;~-:~>:-. 

This: is YiRB Cable to· Ankara'·No.:"·3U'· ·,;!, ., ·<;.: :•.•';;,:,_. 
'· -·. :)\ ,:_:!_- <·. -'• . _-:·:{;~ ~:-~·~.- .- :·i- -_~::::~~~)!.::·.·. ~,:_ : :\~) ... :~~\~· ' . -.- ''!':' ~ ·_::-~y-~~-~ . ·--.::· :\; : .. •· '. 

Please'referto your,·No. :.725'of April''22 with'respect to 
f'or SS TARI. :, Your action ·is. approved. , However,;. for your information, ' 
Joint Distribution Committee:here has advised us that Barlfis 'of Jewi~h: 
agency can probably.arrange f'or coastal schooners to convey refugees:· 
Iskenderun: to Haifa· ii' ·voyage:. of ,TART were to terminate at Iskende;run • 

. Accordingly it is suggested that you take 'this matter up ,.at once ·with. ::, . 
Bar las in order ·to see if he can arrange. transportation of' refugees" from:· 
Iske!lderun to·. Haifa. If this can be done it may. be advisable. to 
with' Turks and·. Intercross to change route of SS ·TARI in order that 
saf'e conduct may be obtained promptly, · ' · 

·; 
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PRCGP.A!ilS WrTH RESPECT TO RELIEF AND P.ESCUE OF REFUGEES:. 
AND THROUGH.TUFKEY 

TRANSFER OF JEVIS FROM TFANSNISTRIA TO TT.Jll.KEY 

.. ·:!/I. -,l_ ·, -. 
--~··.~_;- ;·~· 'J·._.·_.-_ ::.·-~-. . .. 
~~~:.}'~;-:> ~·-· .·.-.~-~-~::>-·: f .-' .... ~:· - .;. 

The Board has been.'working on various programs to 
Transnistria to-Rumania in order to save them from the path of:there ... 
treating .German Army~· A report was received that the Germans had ;,taken·. 

_ over from· Rumania the administration of· Transnis tria, which, · if true, ._, -: 
makes ·immediate evacuation of' refugees from that area essential. ·~A .. ,_-• 
cable was . sent to Hirschmann asking him to check on this report· and·;' if 
verified,: to insist •that Rumania resist this German demand (Cable_No. · · 
194 dated March 13; see attachment #l). · ·1/ .. 

).~·:--·-:;·. 

·Hirschmann has advised that, with the approval of Ambassador·stein-
hardt and through the offices of a Suiss representative of the Interna• 
tional Red Cross in An..'!{a.ra, he conferred with Gretzianu, the Rumanian 
Minister to Turkey. Hirschmann advised G retzianu of the out:raged feel­
ing of this Government concerning the brutal treatment being accorded 
to· Jews and other refu.gees in Rumania, and of 'this Government!s ·de:­
termination to do everything in its power to ·rescue these people •. , He 
further advised Cretzianu that this Government will·keep in niind i.my · 
continued collaboration by the Rumanian Government in the execution of 
Hitler

1
s persecution programs and that the Rumanian Governmertt'in its· 

O'illl interests nould be well advised to permit these refugees to depart 
from RUJr.ania. Cretzianu stated that Transnistria, nhere most of ·the if 
Je;•Tish refugees are noH located, is a military zone· and· that, if the • 
military cornw.ander in Transnistria rec~ived instructions from Antonescu,· 
he uould protect the 'refugee population. .The rapid advance of· the·-:·: . 
Russian Army touard Rumania might provoke the German· military authori:ties,: 
to take over control of Transnistria, . according to Cretzianu; . if' there 
11ere suff'icient- time to control the situa,tion, he Has ·certain that'·n~ · 
bodily harm would be done to these ref'ugees. Cretzianu, however,. gave 
definite assurances to Hirschmann that on the arrival of' evacuation··­
vessels at Constanza t~ embark up to 51 000 Jewish children, the necessary. 
transportation and exit visas would be provided promptly. Cretzianu · 
agreed to send an urgent message to Bucharest recommending that efforts 
be made at once to transfer the Jewish refugees from Transnistria·to 
the in~rior of Rumania although he admitted that might not be possible, 

(cant,) 

I: 
L.J;d&;,;;L,'" 



'.\ ·-2- .' 

because of the military ·situation there. Cretzia~u ~ss~ed fl 
that he Yieiuld keep him advised of'any .reply he receives from nu~euar·e~ 
(Cable No. 440 dated March 1.3; see attachment #2L · .. ;: 

~. \ '-.~ '·.' . 
Hirschmann was· Worined on March 16 by· the Rumanian· . .., .utu""'"'"'U.V.L, 

Turkey<that the latter had received·a reply from his government'. 
effect that it had. decided to transfer to Rumania, proper. all 
Transnistria at the :·present time and •.thci. t. the Government 
facilitate •. in any··possible;•nianner·~he: emigratiori:of Jews .. ~ble· · 
474 dated March 16; see attachment #3) ~·i··. The'International 
reported,tc;able No;.497~:dated.March 20}'.' that. this movement 
nistria,·.;;to Rt'JIIania•has.'alread;<,r and that 4S,ClOOJ 

had. ~~,~Y~r ·;p .1.~:,· .. ·:···'7·'·;.·.· .•. o;·:.t.r .. ·~.:: .. :·.r· ·. . :;~:?:: , . 
'/·.·<~/ -
~-~ ;·;i.:: -... -- <.'.\..·~: .. it~.~--:~·· ·,1 

; ~-· \ 

.: '. ~ 

·.•. 

~ 1.'·· 
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!Jarch 13,. 1941/ 

'.PA-RAPHRASE OF TELEGR11M SENT 
.·,':: :.·._· -~(~(f._:~:~:·;: .}.': ;:~ ... 

, ·.::::(.The follmring::'to- Hirschmann:' front" War Refugee: Board. 
': :·\::~}~ :J~~i;~-:· 3· - -:; /~\~;:~ ;?.:J~;~_-·;;;-:~.· ·: ~;-:·: ;; ~-:~- -:.-;~.:·:r:;:_~~ ·X~-.'-;~::~. /. >.~: .. :~-~- :.,~>1.}_:~~.~:: 

_ i')Davila suggested_ that an- investigation be- made by you 
report that admiiiistration 'of Transriiestria has been turned over _ 
the: Gernians. by Ruinania~·: in which event it is indispensable that-
Je\7s ;l:ie- evacuated:,to-Rumania or elsenhere>_ immediately.- You are­
requested to LrJ.Vestigate the report that tho Gernuns halted the 
earlier·,:evacuation:_froril Transniostria to Rumania; Our insistence·:. __ ... :--.:··,_,,,._.,,, 
that this German-demarid, if made, be resisted by Rumania is a matter 
of impgrtance• _This Government is making appropriate representations'' 
to Rumania 1 Hungary;' and Bulgaria through various channels. You: - · ' · ·­
should Lrnmediately.cable to us any information you 
the present_ situation in Transniestria • 

:. 
r.·:• 

STETTINIUS 

. " ~- .,: 
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Cl\BIE 1'{0~·440 (SECTION ONE) FROM ANKAPJ\ TO THE 

March 13, 1944 

Not paraphrased, 

Ankara· 

• -~; _!. :~ r , ~·: ~--

)J~t~t\; ... ~.y :c\i~ti~.:S . . 
Dated·.; 

,;FRO!.L HIRSCHMMlN.,FOR PEHLE WAR REFUGEE BOAPJ) ' ' u :> ,i· '· ')·~·-·-;r~:_:_j_>-:.,_-_.1:,. . . ·':.., , . ~("' . 

'After consultation with Ambassador. Steinhardt •it v1as dec 
it was .preferable,to'make a direct approach to Alexandre Gretz .. 
recently'-appointed:Rumanian Minister· to Ankara rather· than to·rnake·.an' 

:indirect approach to .. the' Rumanian Government which. would have 'entailed',: > 

deJ.ay, .. the possibility of a misunderstanding as to the motive of ',the.':··:.:.) 
approach <fud uould have ·made less of an impression on the Rumanian-:~-,~:,:/ .. , . 
Government. Furthermore the unexpectedly rapid advance towards Trans-::-:: .:·:: ~:·> 
nistria with the ensuing probability of drastic measures by HUll'.ania :· · .· · ·· 
and German authorities throughout the threatened area, seemed ·to cull: 
immediate action to bring to -the attention of' the RUII'.anian Government.·· 
in Bucharest the message contained in the Department's telegram under 
reference. I . Accordingly' acting under the authority vested in me by_ ::the' 
Secretary of Treasury. (see Department's 120, February 12) ,. Gilbert_/:'~·~.:·:;,-;, 
Simond the Swiss representative of International Red Cr0ss·-in ·Ankara 
requested to arrange a meeting between Cretzianu, Simond and royse 
Simond's home. . . .,,,·,·£·,·"·~·''·' 

Cretziana is reported on good authority to enjoy the confidence 
Uarshal Antonescu. His syrnpa thies are said to be pro-Ally and his 
disposition humanitarian. At the outset of our conversation I ·"~vv,,,, ... .,, .. , 
it unmistakably clear to Cretzianu that my sole· function in 
as the representative of the Har Refugee· Board .to deal .. with. ~of'nr.a . .; .• ,: 

:problems; that any _discussion between·us would. 
,to this subject; and.that any other construction.pluced.oriour.•r.,,.c··nv 

him or his Government could. only be occasioned by a deliberate n. , "T.nT'- . ., 
tion. Cretzianu said he quite understood the situation and tha 
welcomed a frank discussion of the JeTrish refugee pr,ol;Jlem in r.cillJ<mJw 

with a view to its clarifia:tion and efforts towards an immediate anleJ.J.ct­
ration. After outlining .to him the outraged feeling of our r.rovooT'Tomront 

. I 

{cont,} 



a result of the b:nxta:l·.trea tme~t which has been' and .is being 
Jeuish ·minorities and refugees of other nationalities in Rumania. and''. 
Government's determination to do· everything in its power to rescue.~.these 
unfortUnates· uho are in danger of death and to. find havens of. refuge.· · 
them, and that our•.Govern;:Jent will keep in_ mind in the future· a-ny; .. 
ation on ~the part.of'the ;tumanianGovernment o1 _the execution of': 

· .policies ,of Hi tleri te_ :persecutions, ·and that. the' 'Rumanian. Ga:ve·r hment/ 
· '.be uellJadvisec. ·in'itS·'oun 'interest to take' advantage. of such .·mmcrr1;n, 
•ties ,a's ilnay ·be aVailab},e~tO. it in the future ,tO permit l"A:f111Q"AIAl'l' c•tF-•nH" 

part ac~oss.': i ts..borders ,;:I, invited. him . to report. the 
. · Governmezi. t•.:;. :- Afte'~?~'ta. tiilg his:; long standing . ~es ire , to. {find 

.. factory:.• solution Of.!'.the:·Jewish .problem-in Rumania he. made· 

~ 'J~ff~~\t:~~:til~~~~~f~tt;[!{~f~t~~s'.~~'l!_~·-: I:NHARriT 

\ ,_.c:-· ·.•. ·--· 
-. :- ' . . . ~ • . 

. ' ~··~ .... 

!--?-,•.· 

.)·. !_,: 

! l. _.,1 



March 13, 1944 

.... · ;-:::.-
(4) ·crctzian~ giv~:me ·~definite a~·s~ance 

a vesseL or·vesse1s at Constanza to embark up to 
children· the necessary transportation and exitvisas 
promptly. 

(5) Cretzianu agreed to send an urgent telegram 
recommending in the strongest terms that efforts be made 
transfer the Jevrish· refugees from Transnistria :to. ttte,. irltEor:ior;o:(){i:J; 
R=nia ·.proper expressing the res.ervation, · 
be practical' to Cffect''soi large a ':transfer DB•IU>r..,r·,.T,flH 

:( " r·'; hindered: f-0:h~r. m~~:;~r:~}~:h: ;'.!)· ;/{~(\~·.· 

·:·li~{~~~t ·to meA;m!~~i~~~~; ~!/~~~i;n;~~~~!:r~; ~::t;~om 
.

·.·•.} .. '~.·.;·;,t .. ·~ .. i·(···.·,;:.) .. · ... a further meeting v7if(;,0j'}hrough.~~~ond~ · · · 
·. . ' :'. . :y·;:,j:,. 
'_·./!+i..,. 

+·. :;y~~:y, 

r~".•, 
··, 

. :/·~:~-­

.. ~.:~~l?i~:~;~f;·::~; > -_; ~' ';:~;~).~~:,{i.:iJil~J;~~~;,j~,~!/i~·!E~'IT.~I~i\\'~l~;:lVii<V.:ivi,•:i\f.!@;';llll .t:.>:N·iii>l'\i'i\!~'.lh!.·'!.~J,:,3'lit.ii:l.·i•;;'''£i;r,<lW. 
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PROGRAMS ViiTH RESPECT TO RELIEF AND RESCUE OF REFUGEES: 
AND THROUGH TURKEY ' 

~ 

·- · .. 
,' i 

RESCUES. FROM HUNGARY AND. THE BALKANS 

The Union of Orthodox Rabbis, upon the recommendation of 
has been licensed by the Treasury to communicate with persons in enemy. , 
territor-y and to carry on the requisite financial transactions involved· 
the projected rescue of refugees from Hungary and the'Balkans (Cable No. 
311 to Ankara dated April 8). An initial remittance -of $25,000 .. to·the 
UOR

1s representative in Turkey was authorized to begiri such operat;!.o;ns·. 







,:_. -.: , : . PRCGRA!m WITH RESPECT TO RELIEF AND RESCUE OF REFUGEES: 
SWITZERIAND 'f· 

: ,::~~·~,~~:~:~.~.-~~ •:•_ • • .. ·r, ,._ 

; .. ::?6~:~L:T·r The Board is. attempting to make-·~t possible for refugees, 
L-§?:;lf}X;-~lt: 'larly children, '-to • go- to. Switzerland. from all surrounding European , . 
',' · · ·>.'.territories:\ Toward .this 'end .every ·effort is being made to satisfy . 

. f/Swiss- Government.• s · c-b~cern regarding the removal' of refugees ·after. the :; . 
?~~war .':o Moreover ,:.arrangements: are being made for their .maintenance· while · 
;~:::'in Switzerland.!•,: (Iri.~.t):lis connection see IV D - 3, Cooperation with ., 

,, ,,:iff''"~i~t~%.~Z~fro!:.;_,nd1~\Lpatoh N~. 144~ datod <~o~ •. · · 
.• ~:x:tJ;;~~?'\t.here were'forwarded. tci ~the Board memoranda submitted by Lord Winterton,' 
';i:}L~;/~:';-\Chairman or the Executive Committee of the Intergovernmental Committee, 

·, :•!\~f}i';(,,~- on subjects growing out o:f the recent visit to Switzerland of Dr. Kullman, 
· :).;:-/;.:" Honorary Deputy Director of the IGC. It was indicated that Lord Winterton 

~;.}~-- ·had requested an opportunity to talk with Ambassador Vfinant about certain 

\ 

de:finite gnd confidential proposals contained in these _memoranda,_ relating 
to the fifiancing of' refugee relief work inside Switzerland as -well as ·. 
rescue and relief activities using Switzerland as a base. (See VII A, 
Cooperation with_Intergove~nmental Committee.) 

See also III A, Appointment of Special Representatives, and· the~- . 
'following detailed summaries of speci~ic projects involving evacuations 
·to Switzerland: VI D - 1, Evacuation of Abandoned Children from France;':. 
VI D - 2, JDC Operations in France; -VI D - 3, VIJC Operations in France · , 
and Rumania; VI D - 4, Rescue of Refugees from Frand\3 and Italy (~~); 
and -VI D - 5, Rescue of Refugees from France (SECE). · ··:_:;:__ ··: 

· ... -

DECLASSIFIED 
Stnto Dept. Lotter,- 1-11-7~ 

By R. H. Pa.-J;a Du_to_ S E P 2'8 1972 





-···· 
PROCHtMIS, ~TH·RE~PECT tO RELhw At'ID RESCUE or. REFUGEES:. 
SWITZERLAND . 

. ·:· .... ·'' 

::' : .. -~ ... ~· '. 

~.~¢ ' ,·., EVACUATIO~ ," ABANDO .... CHilDREN :·; FRANCE ..• 

f;l '-,·',;);;'~;?'i·;:(·> ' '. '.. .. 

: ..• ;:_._.:_.:·~ ..... ~·_!,i:.'i_._'::·r .. _·.· __ ;·:.··.·.:~-._·.;."~.·;.;~_;· ... ~.~:._·: .. !·;·)_.·~-.-~.:·~ ... ··•.::.' .. _.:_._.··_':~. '. ~~~:~1~~~=~;~t:~~:::~~:::~~::~,E~~~:;ho 
- c · :-., - likewise face deportation or death at the hands of occupying ·authorities-

unless they can be evacuated immediately. A.mong. these reports .. ·a;z.e· memo..o 
·'./:\i' randa to the Board froll!- /iloses. Leavitt of the American Jewish Joi.Ut Dis"':···· 
' ·-''·· ·· . tribution Comll!-ittee; from the American· Committee of OSE (a: French, -~hild- · 
-'i·' care group), and from Donald Lowrie of the· YMCA i7orld.1 s AlJ.iance. · . .'. · : :; <~~-:-~;\.· .. 

~: •':1. · r . T]le desperate plight of. these. children is further ~evealed iri 
:''l:V <' various official reports from the u. s. Embassy in Bern. In one in­

stance in the. fall of 1942, approximate1y 4,000 Jewish: children,_betwemi' ~· 
the ages of :C and 14 are reported to have been deport~d;to undisclosed ~.f. 
destinations in windowless .. box-cars, without .food or :\'later. Moreover, :.. . , 
official and 'other. reliable reports indicate that .the French poliqe, ~-\: .. '>;/'' . 
under German orders, are currently completing a census of abandoned< ·,· . " 
Jewish children still in France, this registration being preliminary'to' 
their eventual deportation or death. :·~·-···· ·"~' 

. ;..··, . ~ . ... . 

''8~-'., 

'·. ,· i ,;?.;~/".' 
A program was worked out by the Board with the 'Americari''c'Jewish 

Joint Distribntion Committee for rescuing thousands of these·~children:. ".' 
by means of evacuation to Switzerland, 'as well as for helping· sustaili"'' : . 
the lives of other child-.victims of enemy oppression until evacuation 
can be accomplished (see· VI·D- 2, JDC Operations.in.France).·.:,:c· .. , ,· 

.·. ;' 

·While efforts al:'e. being directed tow~rd taking_full advanta'ie'~of ~l 
possib:!.e places of ·a:s;jrlum other than Switzerland, ·the latter, beeause' 'of 
its proximity and s.tatus, represents .the most feasible immediate refuger 
for thesevictims-·of enemy oppression. To date,· .. some 3500such. children:,. 
are reporteii'to have reachedSwitzeriand. Because. of'economicand other 
considerations, however,· the Svliss Government has demanded adequate 'as·- : 
surances that such children, whether already ill. Switzerland or td·:be... · 
admitted in the future. will be evacuated after the v1ar, before it ·will 
agree to permit the entry of additional child, refugees from F'rance .... 

(cont.) 



In connection th~ eventual evacuation of these' ~u~~u~~u 
Switzerland it is significant. to note that during 1942 the· :LO.I.J.•ow:Lng:-: 

countries ·had offered· asylum to _child· refugees, variously cona:Lo·:Lonea~ .. :. 

·.·H-.•.· · Argentina, up to 1,000 visas for ·children under l4 years of age; . .tl.U.<>-'-'.L'"-L~"''-'"'''" 

.: .... '_,_·_· .. ~.:~:-~.::r·: •.• ".·.·.·_; __ ':·;·:··.::_,_'.'.·.·.·.:_:.·:,·._:_._.:_·:•-.:_·.:.·~- . i%~ g!:!~~, r:!~r::i~~i~~;~o f~~~l~;~~ u!~:c ~8 b;::;:n or:g:~~~~!; . ' 
.. ' immigrant status-and:for ·the duration of. the war; Chile, admissicm,· 

smalL number; Domini_can Republic, . transportation and asylum for:.:3-500 ... · 

· children: from Fr~ce; . Palestine, · 1, 000 certificates' for unaccu•n~'""·"u 
children Under: 18;; South Africa,' temporary stay to 200 Youth· 

ricate hoiders ~·.no· ·passports· were available to Palestine;· 
Kingdom·,: .. unlimited.niimber havirig near relatives-'(mother; . 

· parent;·'\incle, alin~~:'·,brother~ '()r'•sister) :in the United 
~ ·~~~;~\·,~:- . 1··' t ~-.. -;·:! /~·~~ ;[;~-:~- ?J·:.-~ ~-.--~:; :·{~· :.~>:~~:. <!. > · .. :. <?-;<..:·., ~. ·:,,. = ~-r~~: ;.< Y-.:";c_-

. It<"-.is hoped:~that the, Governments· of these ·and·· 
persuadeif. to make~ oi•,r:enew ·such. offers of asylum.::\As; one . . 

,.. direction the•Board: reopened .with.Eire•;the ·question of whether· 

· · -~ country: was prepared'•t'a admit 500 Jewish 'child refugees, and · · 
_·;]~~. : tive reply was received· (see IV n·::- 6, Cooperation 'wi,th' Eire n~.rr.:'n't.'f'D 

< ,_,_,,, .• ,.,.,, ments #l:and 2.thereto).· .·,:;_,: .-.' · .. ·.,,.-~ '. :.··; .'.·;··{: 

!-; .Ci.3-~.' .. ~::• l~~::::;~t~::th~~;E~· ::;~~: B~:!:§#::'!ivWg ~~=:~:, •• 
~ ?to neutral countrie~ contiguous to occupied Europe that refugees accepted .. 

· _w.,_· by such countries· and who do not return to their homes after the war 'will···:~:· 
be admitted as i!llllligrants to other .countries. The.:Australian Governme!lt .. ·; . 

was to be advised o:( the steps· that have been takEm ,by this Government' in··, : 

.-~. ';., 
·.';(, .. 

. : .t~· +;~~:t:~tf~ ~.:. ~~ . 

an effort to help solve the problem; notably the is~Uahce of.U •. s.~· 
to refugee children reaching Switzerland. The Board also. asked:·i.Unis 
Johnson to inquii:e: as to whether the Australian G.oi.rernment would. take,•'t ···:. 
parallel action in order to induce these neutral countries .·to · ' ad.,. /{', · 

ditional refugees from Axis territory (Cable No. 40 to Canberra · '· 

April 12; s~e IV C- 9, Cooperation with Australia). 

In recent correspondence between the JDC- and the 
with respect to .the_,issuance of immigratimi: certifi~·a . 
for refugee children' who escape 'to Switzerland, the« British. 
the absence of. representations on the part', of. the·. Svriss'· •m:rf'!T'fiflCIRn.L 

either· the Intergovernmental Committee· or the· British: · ,,_. 
tire qliestion was-',1!hypotheti~al." :Under these ci!-cumstances, ·the')r~ 
indicated that .they. could not make such commitment's: for the' futtire;:-1><: .·· . : · 
particularly since- the' children for whom. :it was. proposed that sucl:i<certif-: ' 
icates. be reseryed·.:'·11might not everi wish·. to proceed. to Palestine·,·,after ,-the._.· 
war.';·. A letter.·of·February 18: from tho Brit~sh Foreign Office;';:t9'",:the~ ..... . 
U. S. ·Embassy in ·London. cin this subject (see Attachmmt #1)· was ·furwarded .: : . · 

'· . · · .. ( c6nt·. ). .·. · ··' ·';":!f::Y:~}(;\:,:: 
.. 



.·-- .--: . .! 

.J 

to the Board along with a report on the matter' (Dispatch No.-.i4~39J.f';~m, 
london-dated March.ll)..· These objections were likewise presented bYI. 
Mr. Hayter, of the British Embassy· to the State Department in December 
1943. A cable dravm by the State Department .in reply to Vlina.J\t 

British reconsicl:era t~~~: of this matter.. . ·.,· :··~ ·'.c't':•·:·'.··i~\·''·!i;'('<,>,:, 
As for the ·United. States itself, arrangements were made in·. 

of 1942··.by the U. :S~-Committee for the care of· European Children,\ 
the approval of the;Attorney General, ,for the evacuation of.I;OOO' 
refugees from France .. to · the. Uni teci: States·. . · Later ' in. 1942, : as .arr;.·w.lgEJ-:~ 
-ments were being completed with the 1Jichy regime·, to allow.-··- .. ·--,"...,.. 
. of the fir'st· 500 of'ithese.ehildren, ·came the. coll)plete. oc,cu·i~a,,.~.~·u.·.u.L.;;' 
France py :the Nazis~.~~ ,ThfiJ entire projec·t. thus ·appears .. to 
at least·.,on ,t)le.dipl6matir: level~ .. , · · · · 

• -!·. -~,, -.-~;. _., . ' ; ,. ' •. , .• _.::·: -,. ~· . 

.. fu March, in an. attempt to expand evacuation-efforts-~ci· .. 
such guarantees as the Swiss demand, authorization was given to U/:s."·· .. 
consular· officers in Switzerland to· issue during the ,present · · 
up to 4,000"immigration visas to refugee children.arriving during:'the 
first half of 1944. Such visas are to be -replaced as they e'xpire;•so -·-· 
that except for children who in the interim reach.Jhe age of.l6;'. the.·. 
child refugees concerned will hold valid'visas for the duration of the 
war and for six months thereafter. Harrison was also directed ~to ad:. ·. 
vise the Swiss Government· that Switzerland will in turn find it. possible' 
to relax her border controls and to ta!{e such other action as· will· eri-. 
courage and facilitate the entry of refugee children (Cable No.· 89l".to 
Bern dated March 18; see attachment_ig). , .. ;•P. ··,?:: 

In an effort to induce the Latin· klericil.n rc:publics to giV~ 
ances to Switzerland similar to those ~iven by this Govern~ent.~·v,ucv•~··•• 
its instructions to u. s. consul offices in Switzerland authorizing 
issuance of up to 4,000 immigration visas to refugee children · iving: 
in S>7itzerland, instructions were dispatched to the U.S. ivlis ·· 

.Brazil, Panama," Cuba, the Domjnican Republic, Colombia, Pe.ru;:. 
Uruguay, Mexico, Costa Rica, ·El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras·;.,mlc.~lp<lgtla'j 
Ecuador-, and Par,il.gliay, 1dth the request that the governments· or:·, 
countriE>s ·be· asked to give ,similar· assurances to the ,Swiss· ·· ·. · ..... 
Those LatiJl. American governments which do not have consular<ce'pr&sent.:,~:.. .·. 
atives in Switzerland qualified to issue visas were·:,to be. advisedjtHat.; 
U.s. consular offices·.arc · pre'pared to issue· such visas ··on behalf .. ·of:, the . 
respective ·Latin American. governments; r:here·.such assistance.•.is desired. : ... 
(See Cable No. 1215 to· Rio de .ra.neJ.l.o dated April 14' comprising attach- .·• ·.· · 
ment #1 and .the Circular Airgram dated April 15 compri~:ing ~ttachment #4.). .· 

\" ..... - : .. :·: 

' Minister Harriso~ advised the Board that despite repeate(f informal·· 
representations on the part of the Sniss Government to· thE') Vich;y-regime 



with.~~;~~ct 
France; Laval's decision was neg3.tive, with no eJC:p.L.an.ac.~o·n 
It was· urged that· no·.publicity be given concerning Swiss' inteJ:i.re:nt.ionJ:ii 
.this matter or,. Vichy's refuilal,: .. fcr Tear of halting further: 
the Swiss Government in' this direction (6able No. 22J6.from 
April. 11;. see also.Cable No •. 1342 from Stockholm dated· Apr 

::.~·~ ;-··.-- ; \ .. :·:-~·?:'\(_~\i;/~- ~'- ~- -· ·.·. ·.:. .. ! ' . . • . 

oMl.Iiisfer Harrison 'and Board Representative ''1\t~:v.!.e.!.J.ama 
asked' to' request.· that .. appropriate 'instructions be 'issued 
gatioz(:at:Vichy·with'respect-to' a .formal :approach: to;LavaL 

' The 'Board,:;is also,'reques ting ·.the u. s. Ministers, in 'Lis bon: an.a.-.lJUDJ..J.D,.t,' 
: approach;\the':Portu.gueseYand Eire-Governments ,with 'ts·· 

.. ac~~~;~i;1~~;{;,;:,: :,l .. }(·.! ... " ~~:~;;::;;~,HiM/A -' : :s · <){-': ~H.·_ 
A • · Accordi.ilg ta a:r·eport-:rrom,t:tie JDG representative. 
the· past:~ 'four or: tlve···weeks·' over· "300 such ·children.. · Fi;i:UJLce~e.'have:'i~Yl;:i'!t 
reached·,'Switzerland)i:landestinely:and are· being car.ed 
(Cable;·No;'.'.ll55 froin.·:Lisbon dated' April 18).'' .· \ .:'.'·' 

--~·:_.,,~~):·<;,· . _- -:~;:;k~V~.'-,-- -i----------: .. _·:·-_:- .. :-_.··~·-' __ ·.:_--,.~-
. According to a:!repcirtfrom' J\mbassador :white.=· .l.JJ.!Wa.c 

approach·. to the Peruvian .Foreigzi. Office along the lines '"'""'~";._,, 
Foreign)llinister: subsequently requested information conceruJ.n>~ 
alities. ,included in'the· proposed immigration •.. In response· to .. 

. quiry the Board-indicated its belief that, for the most pa:rt; Polish 
French,\~Belgian, 'and stateless children of German and llustricill: origiri· 
would be involved •.. It was tirged, however, that emphasis be placed· . 
the humanitarian· aspect of the action suggested ,·(Airgram Nq.': JO·.tq< 
Lima dated May 1). 

·-.- _, .. 

Ambassador Braden.'iri.Havana has indicated hls·belief 
care of' child refugees were left to Cuban authorities~~ 
ities would probably occur, particularly in connection with 
;i;:hg: that might be arranged by the Board. Braden has. th<3rEl.f ~or·f'l<:su:'(gE3s:l;ed': 
that, before he approaches the_Cuban Government on the 
Switzerland the assurances requested, it should be as:ce~t;a]ne:ct:wr~t;helr.).~tF; 
ti:ie American Jewish,Joint. Distribution Committee wou1d. 
for such children thro-ggh the Joint Relief Committae:··ill.l. H. ·a.van;a..'!l.ml};1 
provide. the -latter; viith·. the .neces;')ary funds (unnumbered,: a:ir~:t'a[nff:ro;rii 
Havana dated: April).22);;,, . ,, , . ' ·: · 

>i.t~ -·:- --~·~·-·~!~ .::, ..... 

. The·U. s. Embasty' 'in Honduras. lias 
similar assurances'<. to Switzer:tand ·with respect to"child 
cussed with the· Minister for :F'oreign Affairs, ·who appea:reil'· 
thetic to the suggestion. Consul Faust indicate4.his 
Hondurari Government. could probably be persuaded to accept 
children on the. basis: of an 'adequate financial'. guarantee' 
A-163 :rrom Tegucigalpa dated April25),;· · '' ' 

,_.,1·; 
'(c~nt.) 



.. · ·- . .. . . -. . - - .. . ·Y :~. 
Ambassador Messersmith.has reported from 11!exico.City. 

to secure anything like a favorable. recepti~n ,toward the · 
that Mexico give such'guarantees.to ·the Swiss. Government, 
necessary: to prepare the ground carefully ·in the Mexican r.,.., ... ,,~,..,,;.>,,+.··:· 
and among the highest officials." •.lllessersmith.indicated.,. 
no immediate reaction from the.!llexicanGovernment;.could. be. 
on this. matter. (unnu:nbered. airgra.m froui Mexico City dated 

. .' ., i ' ·:: , ... ·. --: -.' .~---... ~. ,' .... :~:· ); -:::: . ·. _· :.:/::;}~;-~t_~: .. ;;~··\\ .!./ ·>·-:·:\:.-. ·; ... _.,'. ·<·_~---·>. 
Minister Harrison·anQ Board Representative rucv~~~.Lw1~ 

, .. for clarification as to• whether :the'Swiss Government' 
'in connection .. with allowing_ the·.departure of child r·e·: tu;~ee•s 

'· . · consist, 'of:' forma.Lreq_uests~~for.': children .. or:' a ·re'que 
. be allowed\to go·: t'o. Swit~erland 'tempOrarily'.>. It · 

·,,:: 

-, .· 

t. · .. ;;..-..-_: '' 

~- ( 
-~·-· 

that the;. Board· woUld. welcome any:·addi ·- , 
the resc~e .fro~ Frande . of' orphaned''. and: abandoned 'cn.L.Llll'tlils 

,enemy· perS.~.q~tion; ( Cab,~€>; Nci. 145.9.YJ~ Ber~ dB:.tea · 

;;}~:~1~0 'R{~~}j)~? /'?~;J'r~;if:1'0:~ ... , ................ , ....... . 

. ; .. ·.tr~w~· . '·· . 
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LETTER_TO U.S. E~~ASSYFROM THE BRITISH FOREIGN 

. rebruary 18, 1944 
:~~ _,, 

·.t ::.:~: .. 

"'{~~~m·:~~(&;:~::Lv ' .·· .. , . . .•. " • . 
'.'!');Your letter·:or 29th January about the Svliss 

at the: request of .the .Intergovernmental Committee' 
children to leave:France. · · ·.• 

. - ~~·.-,~l·' .. : .. ,· '. - ~ : ... ,;,_;_··. ~--:· 
_,.: ' .. ::..: .. ~:·.·_..?.;_',;'.~: .. ~· ·. .. .. ; --- '·-·- -... -.. ~~~·,, - . 

.... Before·replying-I .thought it..best to explain our posi 
length to Coville,.; .and I. should now like 

. \Our und~~s~:~~~g is that the Swiss Gove~nm~nt has be~~ ~··o·.n,•oo+c>A 
to try. to obtairi exit permits for Jewish children from France •. If' ... 
are given the children will receive hospitality fn.the United· States·.: 
(5,000), in Canada and elsewhere,; and there will be negotiations with .. :-:. 
the Spanish and. Portuguese Governments to get the children in question . ~ 
through. those countries in· order that they may proceed overseas •.. The · 
Swiss Government·will be asked to grant temporary asylum to some, of.the 
children, but it.seems more practicable, in view of the ntimber of visas 
offered elsewhere, that the children should be directed through 
and Portugal.. . · · :. · ;_\";l'ic\'·· .. ·,·, "' ........ '"'·-· ,_ ,. 

So far the Swiss Government has not obtained any promise 
permits. · They have also made, so far as I am av1ilre, no representation_s 
to the Intergovernmental Committee or to us regardlng conditlon<t on· 
whlch they uould recelve children iri their ovm territory. '!'he question · 
of the children going eventually to Palestine is therefore · 
hypothetical, and the feeling of our authorities.is that 
cumstances it would be undesirable to freeze any 
certificates for cases which may never arise, as . 
stock available ror the regular. allocations which are ·made· iii. ag:reenient-r; 
with the Jewish Agency. ·.,or course:, if the German Government· 
give exit permits· and if asylum offered in countries other than·. 
zerland proved insufficient or it proved impracticable. to transport 
children· to those countries, and if the Swiss Government then agreed . to;, 
take· a certain number' or· children. themselves only on the ·condition. that 
the children ln question were received elsewhere at·the end of the war,· 
it would be open to the Sv1iss Gov13rnment then to go the Intergovernmental 
Committee, which would have the duty of seeing how far .. the Swiss Govern-,._, , 
ment'scondition could be met. In this concrete case,. the Britis.h ;; .·· <i. 

. DECL11SSfFIED. · · • · ·· · , · : 

(cont,) By Authority of f?ri b' :J...- , 



Government could be approached in resjJect of' Palestine or other .terri- . 
tories for 11hich it is responsible· in exactly the same nay a~ other.<;·,~ . 
members of' the Committee could be approached, The mere existence 'of'.,::;;;:;.· 
the Intergovernmental Committee and the fact that Switzerland is:: ·main;_: 
ber of' it would appear to be a sufficient assurance to the Sriiss·,.~·•M·~~·­
ment that they rill not have to shoulder the present· or future 
of' refugees in S'1Viss territory with no prospect of':internationa1':a'ss 
ance, but the assurances your Government and mine have given the·:, 
Government of' sympathetic consideration over any,obstacles .to · 
uance of'· the Swiss Government's hi.unani tar ian action. surely 
apprehensions 'rather unreal~ ., :~:.;; 

--: :. :·~;~J\:!:? ... -~:·\· '.~-_-.'i_·(·::.~.-:~:J·<{·,:.~-<:<.. ·-·\-1'-l.f~:/: .. ;-' ':·,::,;.,, 
·In the .. light of' the above/ I hope you rd.ll 

. to freeze Palesti.J1e permits in a ·purely hypothetical·. 
crete· action. or objection has been: raised by the Swiss· GrrvE,rrnnEm'l;~~s:hrru 

'·' · if' properly Understood,. prove no hindrance. to the efforts 
· ·being made ·by ·the Intergovernmental Commi ~teE! and the Swiss ·Gnve.· ~nrnertt:· . 

. to persuade the German Authorities to allow children to depart.;:· 
should be ·grateful .. if' this explanation eould be conveyed to. the Sta ·· ... 
Department. ·. Ue are very anxious that the balance of'>immigration ·permis-. 
sible into Palestine should be used as far as possible for ref'ugees·f'rom 
Nazi terror; our concern is to secure that it is used to the best. advan­
tage and that permits should not be frozen for peop],e who-may ;not be-
able to use them. : · · 

P.S. 

A.Vl.G. Randall 

Since Tiriting the above I have heard.that the 
have undertaken to receive 1500 children 
reach the frontier, and no conditions so f'~ 
attached to this .offer. 

/' .,·· 

. ~ . 
. ·'. 

.... .. 



aggregate 
have. arrived· 'in Sviitz,P.r'l ru1d''if'I;cirn 

· this: year and before . .Tuly 
IJFm~•rT·.moon-c .may;extend::.this: 

t regard to.religioi.is. 
· ·:to the question :or .availability 

"or:· transportation to thiL United States • . The.· children which ·this 
·ii instruction covers'shall be· .. tirld.er 16 years of age at the time the visa~-· 
.·are' issued;and of course are subject to the statutory immigration. ;, '. ·'~!.':' 

· :requireJl!ents of Section 3 of the Act of February 5~ 1917 except that> ·· 
.. , they may .. be considered to meet the public . charge' requirements' since . 
. ··Attorney General has found that. satisfactory arrangements· for the 
· support have been. made.. . . · . ,Jlf: .:•:·,;,.>:'•:·eMi.fii,h<.:o.~ 

. .- :·.;:J.::.~.:.;::. _1\,!i:::<- .. _1;·::·;;~:··-.·~:.:f:::<· .l . . - . . ~---:~: \~:,;:.-~~r~1~--~~j~-
·wHh'respe"ct·tothe determination of questions'under. 

'of the Reguliitions of November 19, .1941 as· amended,. concerning 
· entering. the United Sta tea, no consideration shall· be given •to · 
existence of' the relationships described in Section • 5B.L,S· thereof'·· 
During the same quota year replace visas may be issued to.:thos 
who are still qualified therefor under this ~struction· · 
still under 16 years ,:·of'. age at. the date when·.' such replace V:tsa:s'•''•ri-~~;:;;:~X;;!l;:;;<, 
issued~:;·.::rt is the~intention·.or. the Department; :.subject 
laws,:ta·:;assign.nlimbers from the quota for next·year:.to. ··.c.·.c.····'' 

·: issued\,jiursuant to· this:; instruction under the 'quota· for··this 
to repeat ;this; process each' yeiir. until' at.'least: 6 'months; after:·, 
~.,...,.,.,n+. hostilities .. between· Germany. and· the United States: have" c.· e"'"'"~. · 

. intended: that children'to whom visas. are issued' in a'.cc.or·a-
witk this instruction, except children who; in .th~ illterim _ _ _ 

years of,-age~·-·wHLcontinue:to hold visas until tr~sportation'is'· 
vailable to the Uriitea·States·,····Furthermore,··11he. foregoing assumes' 

• :{',[/~~.; ;\\i~{~~~lE; \ ·:;; > ( oont, ) • . . . 

.~ .. ' 

I 
l 
i 

,.j 
1 



o.L~a<~"€'a .quota· giving 
:'of child;;:··quota . ·. date and place.of .issuance·.· A reques .. .· 
. should'.be 'made by cable:,if' additional quota numbers of'' the; countries·. ' 
·mentioned· or of any ·'other· country are desired. An estimate ·of quota ·;:,. :: . 
numbers·;needed for.the'::fiscal year '1.944-1945 should be· submitted by\., ...... ,. 
cable:·before 'June• 1.'. Consular officers in Switzerland.should 'be inf,O:rine(i. 
You should;advise the'app;i-opriate Svriss al!thorities. <;oncerning this in-·. 
structi"on and state that this Government earnestly hopes that the Govern.- ·, 
ment of•Switzerland, .. will promptly take such acticm, direct·., or' indirect, •.:· 
as wilL facilitate· and expedite the· movement· of· children to Switzerland ·· · 

. from France;;.· Furthermore,-.you may advise the Government 9r'~witze:t'land 
that .the War Refugee Board· will undertake to arrange for ·any financing ... 
that ·niay be needed to provid,e maintenance· for refugees frqm enemy·, · 

·arriving ;in, that .country. '· '· . . . .· ·. . ; . 

It is requested that you report the reaction of 
developments in this matter which may be of ;interes.t, 
Department. · · ., · 

-- · : .·r · ·.' !. \·:;,.~ (_;·-~-,:t::: .... " ·--·~;·~..:: 

< . ..;~:;> 
··· .. · .. -!\,·. 

-: .. 
,, ;:.·. il; 

,.~ .. 
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~~~~;• 

-.... ,.-::~ .. ··-
. . :;.f' C.'\.BLE NO. l21S TO RIO DE Jf.NEIRO FROM THE BOARD· 

·. '·:· . · .... :, ~- ., ,·_.. ' i 

.. ;})tr · ·· · ;{< · · April14, -1944 

. 

par·. a. PGi~~--:~_~. •.·._·,.i_ .. :_:_.,:._.',·;_·_.·_:·:'!.:l._.\:_1:i_.f .. ~.--.:•: , •· • : ;: ' .·. ·. 

~-:.~·t<dJ: ;.~~~~:;; ~ji?i_1• ;::_.. • ·~ -~~ ~. ' ~ 
, . :i',' FROM' .. Wl'..R REFUGEE:iBOARD TO Mt!ERIC!'.N Mi~:J!i~;::H 

:<~r~~]ltl~~;~j~i1l' .. '~~~·:~~~;~~f;;:: 
· .. With:ireference to';th·e·;·Department's circular a~Jrgr·am 

p~ffi~:·aria'to your despatdi,~·no. 14890 of March 11,. 1944/you· 
.. that·. the ·DePa-rtment- has I now 'authorized . the: American consular ' 

Switzerland: to issue up.to?four thousand quota-immigration 
refUgee· children,under sixteen years of'age without regard. 
nationality':or stateless.'status, to close relatives·residing in 
enemy-occupied-or controlled territory, or to the availability of means 
of transportation to the United States. The purpose of this authori­
zationis to facilitate the-escape to Switzerland of orphaned or-abandoned­
children by giVing assurances to the Swiss Government that these children 
will not remain its chargecafter the termination of hosti+ities in·Eilrope. 
The authorization contains···provisions forthe continued renewal of~the . 
visas until such time as adequate transportation facilitieif to the United. 
State's becomes:available . ." -Private sources have posted bond 'with ·the·:•;:.~.:. · 

t 
I 

Attorney General to assure th;is Government that the immigrating . ,. 
are-not likely to become public charges. 

-.. 
If, in addition to those children mentioned in your despatch 

·14890, there are private agencies in Brazil willing and able to'._._,.mu.or·- ··.·_,,,,,,.,-.· .,,,, 
take a program for the care of refugee children, regardless ofre~~.g~on~'"''''';':'' 
the War. Refugee Board is· confident that it·can make 
provide .these agencies with adequate funds for the maintenance,-.. , _ -,, . 
cation and welfare of ·as many children· as 'the Brazilian Governmont ;would.-_· 
be willing to grant entry.,;,Should they prove necessary, funds'woilldf;;. , , 
undoubtedly be available- to meet transportation expenses from Switze:dand ·· :_ ... 
·to Brazil,:' In view of. ,Senhora Vargas' knovm interest in· charitable 'under- · 
takings,_: the Vlar Refugee Board hopes that you v1ill be able to approach · 
her regarding this program with a view to obtaining such cooperation and 
leadership_ in.Brazil as _she may care to give, '.<}'··:·\' \ - ·. :~ .t· ·. ~-- ·-~:":-

.·Would you_ approach. appropriate officials· of. tne' Brazili,an Govern-'· • 
ment informing them of the foregoing and requesting-them t? give. 

(cont.) 



assurances ,to the Swiss Government. through their diplomatic mis 
Bern of Brazil's willingness _to accept .the five.-hundred _Jevlish c:u.L.l.uL·uu 

and as man;)l", rnorf?, :refugee· children as may be possible1n :a 
to this Government's offer•,. For the information of the orazl..J..Lo.tJ .. l><>vt•ru.-·.···-•··· 

ment, it is conservatively estimated .that. there are in -France ~----- ......... _. 
·apprmcimately eight to ten. thOUSand abandoned or. orphaned·. r ·e· fUJi:!eE~. cn.L.Hllcert.· ' 

. Should, the Braz'ilian Government be willing to inakc , this further nuliitaru­

.tarian offer, 'please .request 'the Minister orForeign;l\ffa:±rs to 
its Chief' .. o.r·. Mission ln .Bern :to issue the. appropriate number ~of:lmuu.·-v,-.. , ..... ,_ 
gration visas~ and to,:maintain their .:validity ,until s'i.1itable· 

. tion facilities ;from;Switzerl&ild .to Brazil become .available •. : 
. Brazilian: Government rriay be, informed . that the special repros en 
of the· War·RefugeeiBoard,~attached· .to .. the American Legation· in Be 
be glad 'to'::_ cooperate'·, with );he Brazilian diplomatic . ' -'f'f'~ .•• nY·~·.,;· 

this ia's' well as· all'-the :other.-.refugeliJ matters •. :• .· 
. . .-; ,;.'~- .J~:} ;~-~::.~:-k ::-' ~-. ·:·_:, :'X;~;-~~~:-:~·~:?ft\~~:~~-,:· ::·.-:--~~-~.:.}::~;,;".\: ·/:~:/;·~-~ ~- ·.--~-·I . -/~~ . 

· . Please report by_ telegraph whether this cn~"'.o"''' 
'·favorably· by the. Brazilian.,Governrnent~ and if 
· children~ it-,_~ is· :prepared to admit. -!: :_- ··, 

1
,. . :~.\-- .. ·,·:--::··~~--{,.: • •. 

. · : :;)'1;\~f.K· • . <~ .. -, 
·A report. has beep received by ·.the War Refugee Board that SP.Jnhc>r·:.' 

Juan f\.lberto,;Minister of Economic Coordination, recently stated in a.· 
private interview that he believes that Brazil could reasonably under-
take ',ll progressive five-year p'rogram for the settlement of ·Jewish and . 
other European refugees beginning with one hundred thousand during. the ; .. 

·first year; ... The state of Goiaz was suggested by Senhor Alberto as.,:).· 
having climati'c conditions and natural resources suitable-ifor colon:i;.:. .:,-
zation by Europeans. It is understood that the Ministcy'':is · · 

·a plan for trimamission to the War Refugee Board. Any further infor_. (;: 
: mation concerning the plan that the Embassy can submit, together with·~ 
its comments thereon, will be appreciated by the Board. · ·. · 



I 

.... , .. ·.,;~,tt·i,}~.t:/~~~n 15, 
:-- ._,; :.··: .. ~-- . . ' " . . . 

.
•. ::.· .. ·'.·.· .. ' .. -),·,_~,-~ .. --· ... ~ .. -,:~_:_ ... _··;·····_.,:_· .--~:_._·:-~- :; \'. ,' .(/-~~-~- ~. _:; ~;.;~/·;; __ : ·.. . . 
- ."" ·- ~-. ~- .. ~" '. {-. '_;'_ .. ?,·_.:,_·,:_;· 

· .:' .; ~:::i·{;:~:, x~j ~~1\~; .. _~;~,;;h\:~)l~:;.,_~: ;:, ·· · 
. ;.·(REPEATED TO COSTA.RICA,' EL SALVl.DOR,"· GUATEMALA, 
'\N~;~~:fii/i'Si:_NICARAGUA)':cECU.ADOR;\MlD, PARAGUAY. ON APRIL 

.. ·", :.··.·.· ··'~.~::,;JtJ~t~~::,tl~~it~;··.fr;r ':•· · ... · .. 
: {lt/>;;·;;·~< ,· With :rurther,,referenc~:;.to ·the Department's circular airgram:. 

· .. ·,· ...• : ...... ·:·:·:_,··: .• ::.::· .. ·.·.···"·.·:· .. _.:_,~._-·.:,i,l.~.t.·_· .. ·.·• .· ~I:i?.~~t~(:~~~!t~~~:~;:~~;r:~g~u;;~~~h~; 
.~·-. regard: to religion," nationality or stateless status, to close relatives .. · 

residing_ln' enemy, ·enemy-controlled or occupied territory, _or to the . 
availability of means of transportation to the United States. The pur­
pose of this authorizat:Lo'n is to facilitate the escape to Switzerland· 
of orphaned or abandoned· children by giving assurances to the· Swiss ... 
Government that these children will.not remain in Switzerland after the 

·. termination of hostilities in Europe. The authorization contairisc!ifo­
visions for the continued renewal of the visas until such time as 'ade­
quate transportation facilities to the United States become available.· 
Private sources have posted bond with the Attorney General of the' ·· · 
United States to assure this Government that the immigrating·children 
will not become public charges. · 

·If there are private agencies in the country to which· you are· 
accredited willing and ;J. ble to undertake a program for the. care 
refugee.children, theWar·Refugee Board is 'confident that it 
arrangements. to. provide ·:those .. agencies v1i th ·adequate funds· for. the 
maintenance, education and welfare of -as many children as the· 
·or that country would be .willing to admit. Should it prove necessary; 
funds would undoubtedly be available to meet transportation expenses : ;::· 
from Switze:;-land to ,that..,country. ..J.·~(<f'<;:O: 

Kindly ap~roa~h appro~~i~:~~ officialf! of' the Government to which. · 
you are accredited, inform them of the foregoing and request then! to 
·give assurance to the Swiss Government through their diploma'tic mission· 

· · . DEcr,M~~;i;ri : .•.. 
State Dop(·, L~:tl:or, 1-11-7?. . 

B.Y 1t. H:.l'or~ta 1;,;,. SEP 2 8 

(cont.) 

., ··--:··:~~· ,:; ; .; ., ' . . . .... . '· ~\ .. '. 

'·~,~J~~~fi;;,·;(.i:,:•;:,:.:jJ~~J~~zi;~~j~!;f~&&~~gi]E~11U~i~~!;.i.d::~~z,;:::,·:;;' .. /~:;.::-:.·::;.;;~·:::A:~:-irr.!:s.,·~; ... /.t:;·,;"'V)' 



·.' .····.)~:: 

in Bern: th~t they will a:ccept up to a 
in a manner.· similar- to that of' this Government. 
the G()vernment to which you are accredited, it is eonservatively.'asti­
mated"that there are in France alone eight to ten thousand abandoned 
or orphaned raf'ugae children. Should that Government be willing._ to · 

·make this humanitarian offer, please request- the Ministry of". Foreign_· 
Affairs to.authorize its chief of mission·in Bern to issue the·,···nn>"o·n""·!,icA 
number of.immigration visas and to maintain their validity until .. , ""-""lor" 

. transportation f'acili i;ies from. Switzerland to its •country become ·,_v,,n IL-·' 

; · able. :-~:.The :Government may be informed that the·· special· representa 
. of the War·. Hefugee;. Board :attached to: thG: f,merican Legation in •_ . · 
· be glad :;to :cooperate· with the diplomatic and consular off'icers.;of·. 

other•American-Hepublics'in this.as well.as in all.:other: · 
.. -.:_.~:.:.':f};~ifr~~~-~·~::·.":..~:._ .-· .. ·~· ;;.f;::_~:;'::~· ;_-~-~·f.>·· . .;·:_:~ ~--' :;."!: _·,. -: .: ; .. ·:;·)~·: ,:~y~ .' · :· ·.·.. : 
·Please-report by.telegraph whether this suggest;!.on. has 

·ably: received by the Government to which you are·.accredited 
the number·o~;',children.:i.t-.is prepared to admit~ · 

. :;~F>: ~:_}_.:_'.~·:•.·. · .. I, .' :;·:\:-.',· :-/:_}. ;_. • • • -

~.(:_-;'-· ·.· ·-~1 ._- =~5'~)1~_-..-;_':. 
~-~\~-' - ~ ··,.:::, ' .. ~ :- ~ 

--~.( _,· -'·. -_ ~<' '· ;<. \'. 
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PROGRAMS WITH RESPECT TO RELIEF J\1-'D RESCUE OF REFUGEES: EV/,CUJ\.TION TO 
SWITZERLIJJD 

JDC OPERATIONS IN FP.ANCE 

The Board has worked out with the American Jewish Joint Distri­
bution Committee a program. to evacuate 5,000 to 6,000 abandoned Jewish 
children from France to Switzerland and to sustain their lives pending 
evacuation. Licenses were granted in January 1944 permitting these·: . 
operations up to a total cost of $600,000 for six ·months. An initial·' 
remittance of. $200,000 was sent to the JDC representative in Swi tze'r'­
land and operations are under way. (For further evacuation details · · · 
see VI D - 1·, Evacuation of Abandoned· Children from .France.) 

"·.; :The license issued to the JDC was broader than that originally{· 
given to the World Jewish.Congress in that it.permitted;expenditures 3 

for relief as well as for evacuation work (a difference r··P.mtov~u 
by the broadening of the license to the WJC). : · · 

·. In February 191,.4 the JDC lic~nse \>ias 
that issued to the Union of Orthodox Rabbis, ··so· 
chase of local currency against free .. exchange,.'· 

·necessary to acquire the local· currency (see· ·.tt.achn:1en1:t 
G :- 7, Cooperation with Treasury Department) · 

' ;,·L I • :; •.:.: -.~ ''f -- , ~ ,: ;_ -• ._,·. ,. < • • • • ," • 

.· · ·· :<se~··~iso VI A - 2~· Relief 'Ln:r-mun~.· 
·~VI E - 1; Evacuation ·of Refugees, 
·projects the'JDC has VE)mitted funds~···, •·•:,,,, .. ,.,.,,.," .. " 

:ty··:<·~:~vr~;~\' ··". ·<.:::· 
·::··>.::.:·_;):_i' ·· ... ,._.:/ 

- ,·~-:- .: 

~ '.· •'- :~... :- . 





,,;~~~~ •• WJG OPERATIC~ •· 

I ; _,·>-:-.~:~ _•·'"\:;.;:::·,__, - _.,, .. "" . : .-·. 
July 1943> · iri. response· to a report that Runiania 

upon. t6 release' some 70,000 Jews; the Treasury reviewed its pos i 
regard· to the licensing of· evacuation and relief operations. in 
The proposed evacUation was said to require $170,000 and was ·to 
by. th!H'Torld Jewish Congress. The Treasury declared _that it was nr!lna~rel:v,_ 
to :license the transaction provided· that (1) no foreign exchange· or other - · 
benefit accrued to the enemy, (2) blocked accounts in this country for- . , 
the payment of such funds >~ere subjected- to extra safeguards, and (3) the - · 
past.arrnership of the local currency was established •. 

--~~ ·- . . : . ~ 
In September the U. S. Minister in Horn wad instructed 

license to the WJC authorizing it to undertake transactions 
the evacuation of Jewish refugees from Rumania and Fran(le~ R€1irrtbursement-,~ 
for the purchase of local currency' was to be made f'roni'blocked accounts 
tho United States· Or S11itzorland, created by the deposit of funds. by · : 
private groups in this country. Funds wore then to be allomitod, to tho 
persons furnishing the currency, such persons to bo certified by the WJC 
No payment from such blocked accounts >Tould be permitted until tho end' 
the war a_11d >Tithout the f<Pproval of tho VIJC, and no assignments of intero:st 
in such blocked accounts uould be permitted. The acquisitioli-•uJc. __ ,,w,.,,.,._ 
ship of the francs purchased 11as to be checked. This license 
isswd by the u. s~ Minister due to British :Opposition;' ~on,g; ..,+,\,n·...-··H.~ 

Vlinant advised that, ;hile the British Ministry of Econ~mic _ 
was· prepared to· agree in principle with the financial arrangements-
posed by Treasury, the British :Foreign Office saw- grwe objections _ 
ceruse of·the di£ficultios V1hich they perceived in the evacuation of nany · 
considerab+~ number of JeV1s from enemy-occupied territory in.view of the 
problems of ~ 1shippingn and of "finding accommodations _in i;he· countries 
of the Near East." · · .... _ 

The license was. finally issued in December 194J and the 'first 
$25,000 remitted~ · J/ total amount of $100,000 covering rn pe:riod of ·six 
months,_ as requested, V1!lB licensed. (In this connection see Cable No. 
242 da~1ed Ja.nuary 10 to London) • 
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In oonnmicatioM from Bern through. the State DePartment 
No. -1160_dated February 26 and Cable No. 1851 dated,March 25) information 
bas been relayed to theWJC concerning disposition of certain of the 
funds traruimitted f'or.these relief' and rescue activities. 

an: Maij:5 the' £l~-.'~~c~~se was further amended, permitting among 
otherthings·the-remittanceto Switzerland: of' the'Swiss franc equivalent 
of another $loo;ooo f'or;evacuations from France, Rumania, /l.lld other 
territory'.(Cable No. 164? to Berndated May 11). 

•' :,.-,,· 





Th~ lice~e' subsequ~ntly issued (see Cable No. 839 to Bern d~ted 
·March ]4) contains the same provisions as do the licenses. issued. to the 
American Jewish Join~ Distribution Committee (see attachment #1 to VII . 
C - 7), the World Jewish Congress, and the Union of Orthodox Rabbis, ... 
except that in the license issued to the IRRC it is specifi~d. that the· 
total amount authorized for the six-month period beginning-February 15, 
1944, may not exceed Swiss francs 255,000 or the dollar equivalent·there 
(approximately $60,000). . · · ./ ' · · 

... · 
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PRCGRAMS l'IITH RESPECT .TO RELIEF AND RESCUE OF REFUGEES: 
SF!ITZERLAND 

.. ·.: 

OF REFUGEES FROM FRANCE (SECE ) 
•,· .. ,..1-

... •. ~~~:::\;~:~' 
···~· :.> 

Since.l937 a group known as Selfhelp to Emigres 
Europe,:: Inc., has operated primarily for the purpose 
of Nazi oppression, many of them of the intellectual group. Though 
committees in Prague, Brussels, and Paris hav~ had to be dissolved, 
Selfhelp of. Emigres still continues its work in Switzerland through its 
Zurich committee and through the Comite pour le Placement de Refugies 
Intellectuals in Geneva. · 

Through urgent Red Cross messages; it was learned that ·a gre~t many 
refug~es from Hitlerism now in France are in desperate need of money, 
partly in order to buy food, partly to facilitate their liberation from 
camps, butlargely, it is inferred, to enable them.to make:thedangerous 
trip to such neutral countries as Switzerland and Spain. ,Because of 
limitations imposed by tre Tradingl'1ith the Enemy Act, SEilfhelp o( 
Emigres had to restrict its work in recent years to the assistance of. 
refugees as had already reached Switzerland. In early February 1944, 
however, Selfhelp petitioned for a license to permit the transfer of 
funds to its repres•mt3tive in Geneva to be used for the rescue. of these 
refugees in France and other enemy-occupied countries -- includil'!g Italy,­
Belgium, and Holland -- and for their relief pending EjVacuation;;\\c;;,:': .· 

. . :: :,.c,.:.::~·:1··~~:.';,.'.1<·. 
The license subsequently issued (see Cable No. 782 to Bern· dated 

March 9) contains the same provisions as do the licenses issued .tci the· 
American Jewish Joint·Distribution Committee (see attachment #1 to VII C-
7), the· World- Jewish Congress, and the Union of Orthodox Rabbis, ex~ept· 
that in the license issued to the SECE it is specified that thetotal 
amount authorized for the period ending August 31, 1944, may not exceed 
Swiss francs 93,618.or the dollar equivalent thereof (approximately 
$23,000 ). . 
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