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PROGRAMS WITH RESPECT To RELIEF AND RESCu"E 
EVACUA.TION PROJECTS _-, . ;: . 

' . . . )'• 

'-·~\;\:_~.:.-.-.;-. ':,> -~·· .. :: ~ 
~· ) 

' ,:,:Hiri;.Qctoberi.l943 :the'State Department 
Embassy.' in LoriO.on ·(Airgi:ain·No~• 139ldated 
tion, received·cfrom:.;the iforlcL Jewish, Congress .. that there• YlerE} 
4,000 ,refugees ori' the Island.: of Rab :.in the Adriatic badly~ in: 
'supplies· and.·also,'~in ·danger,::of recapture· by .the' Germans. Rab,, 
portedly',occupied:'by Yugoslav Partisans;. is. said. to .have changed· 
several· •times. · . .-The Embassy. was instructed to refer the matter. .. tO. 
~tergovernmental Committee. ' • , ;{:.~)~\;;;~)' 

A reply from IGG transmitted by the Embassy (Dispatch No. ?682 
dated November 4, 1943) suggested that the matter be grought ·;to:•the , ., 
attention of the' military authorities in North AfriQ!ll'or Italy by the 
State Department:.:. While it was recognized that the militarY, forces,.,:; 
might• be unable to provide transportation f'or the refugees, ,.then .. 
mated at '1500,. it was suggested that, if funds could be gotten ·to/ 
refugees, they nught be able to procure small Italian· boats· "Gnemse.J.ves·. :•. 
The use of the camp at Bari, or · 
question of the source of funds was raised for later cons~.nF!r<tT. 
it was recommended that that problem should not 
action. 

:_ .... 
The .Chi~f~.·of .St~ff ;n D~~~~b~r 15 (as indi~ated iri '"'""''r''""·· 

A-12 to London dated' Jam.iary 3; see attachment #l) informed, .. ·.:,T.,<T.P!.'.» 
Department that no direct .assistance could be rendered by. the,:milit.ary 
at this time, since -supplies' and facilities'· for. :refugees · · · · ·· ' 
already overtaxed ·and • the· Army had no desire to· create a 
might result in a. tremendous influx; · It .would; ·hOI'Ie.V'er, 
the past; ·to care for refugees reaching safety •. · :··:!/··•, 



... ·-: .>; .~· 

~-),, 

Commander should transmit a message to the Yugoslav Partisans,.·. 
ing thil:t .the Partisans furnish local currency to the refugees . 
they might arrange. to escape to Italy, the Partisans to be re.imbm~se!d~/ 
in u.s. dollars- or such other currency as requested. It was 
proposed that,.in.the event the Partisans.could not furnish ~n·e" .. Loc:ai 
currency to the refugees, they should· be requested to aid- the· 
in escaping by guaranteeing payment to the boat owner 
refugees and that payment would be made tci.such boat·owner· 
American military~authorities upon the. arrival· of the 
Italy •. :_/(In this· connection. see also Cable No. 370 dated·. 
and Cable No. 96T:dated Febi-uary 8.), · , · ·' .,. · 

:: ;d~~;;:~bT~a;y:iiS.~it:J\~~;etary .Stims~~ ·:~Ji~'~d:~h~ 
prop'ak.al:.had beeri•>r.eferred to'.':the Combined Chiefs ot:. 
quent· report ·frop{the.:war Departn:ent dated March 12 
matter•11as. being pressed.with.all the urgency which'the 

': •/;;- ' : >i: ~··;· (, ::· . ;, .. ·. : '/~; >~:.(; \ -:~·:J,' ' - ... 
·:In ·a communication from Ambassador Winant to State it was· 

cated that the British Foreign Office had :il).formed:the, Director: .. 
Intergovernmental· Committee tqat lire would' be the currency required· 
in connection with the proposed escape of refugees 'from the Island ·• 
Ra,b •.. The Deputy Paymaster in southern Italy was said to be. able to·;: .. 
supply it. It was add'ed that the British Government could arrange. for 
the transfer of the dollar equivalent, if the Board 'had not found · . 
of transferring funds (Cable No. 1492 dated February)}3). . · , .. ;·,· 

. ' ' .· ··!··. '-'~{·;~.· •. 

The Board advised Winant. that the American Jewish'Jci-intD:i. 
Committee 11as uilling to make an initial.'remittance of $25,000 
Rab project, uhen adviseci as to whether the funds should be.d~lDC!Si.te.d''''•F 
to the account of' the British Foreign Offic<;i or·the Finance 
Winant was also asked to inform the Board as 'to whether lire. cto c 
the cost of evacuations Tiould be trans~itted, to Partisans in\Yugo 
or r10uld be made available to persons in Italy (Cable No. 1782 
March 9); · ' ·' .;.·.,·;;: · · · . 

. . ' "•' . .;:,~<:,:~ .. 
In reply Winant. informed the Boa~d 'thai the Embas~y 

that a check in the .. sterling equivalent should be made· out'' 
the Finance Officer: and sent to the Foreign Office.· ... Wii11int· · 
to indicate whether lire would be transmitted to the· 
or to persons in Italy~ . $25,000 Tias subsequently'remitte~ 
2251 dated March 20). · . -; ··' · 

~·· \ . :; 

Leonard Ackermann, ·the Board's Special·Representative·in. 
terranean Area, -has indicated that,· according: to information reac_n.t.ng-.. ; 
Algiers, the Germans:may have reoccupied the Island ·of Rab~ rendering 
evacuation impossible unless the refugees .who were there succeeded. in .. . 
reaching Vis. Ackermann reported that, despite this prc;>bable reoccupa-' : 
tion, the message of the Combined Chiefs of Staff with respect to evacua-. 
tion possibilities was being forwarded to Marshal Tito for his opinion 
(Cable No. 1062 from Algier a dated April 1) • · 



' ·,:. 

!.!E¥0RANDUM,TO SECRETARY STThSON FROM SECRETARY: MOJiGRNTll:A.U' 
•. ;1'1- ·• '~--•• : ::..-:<·-~- . . . . . . . - . . . ... - . 

·. ;)~Y~ , ;;,;l~1l}:;,t:·~J~~l,I
9

~:.:,';: , 

, L:wish ,to preface:;iny 'discussion by·:saying .that :m:.! Jec:emoe;r: 
. Joint Chiefs o,f_.Staff:).were approached at the instance:. Im~>er·Jiu 
mental 'Committee··on ;Ref'ugees-.wi th.' a comprehensive nr·ni"'~''"' 

. , gees frbm>t-he Island{qf::Rab/:~·.This plan would have necess:L1;<;J.cE3o 
· : assiatance;\)lpon ·the: :Par:t 'of, the·niilitary authorities . 
. of transport,, etc; ;\ ori).this ~asia :the Coll!!!landirig General 
'. African>.Theater of·'otierationa'·:decided that the ,military ·,,T.11.~T.·1 nl, 
' permit,'the operatibn, contemplated~·;); However; s:irice the. ,.,·,T'r.nr"'"'l _;rh:lcl:i'{I;~f:l,\: 

,;.;;;·
1

''·""'"'•'·'·
1
" "·· ~· am about ,to: make· is. entirely· Pifferent and· much simpler· . 

. by the· Commandi!Jg Genercil, and in Y:i,ew of, OUr Government 1s.:, N., ... ,,_y. W.l..l-IJ. ,.,,,,,_, 

respect.::i::o refugees annoUnced at thai time of the estabJ.l.s.t1!Wen1t;_ 
Refugee Board,. I- recommend the fol],owing for your 
. _;}::~r--~< .: :. ·-. ·.:-. ·-'j_.·::-~~~--, - .. ~x~:-. -~··:_.\.~ .. : ; __ , .... 

Information Y/3 have· re:::eived 'indicates that there'- are nr·ese:ilttl.v 
some 1500 refugeesc rr,o~tly J~mish;·:on the Island of Rab ~n 

\!;,;_;!_:. ::,\; ... ·~~ ~~f Y~~~sf:;m;;;~~s~~=8~ftc;~~i~~P;~::~1~r~:r~ri~=~:e!~!~~±ne · -,--,.,-,,~ 
· changed hands. sever2.l tim«s, c~'G. i'i:, ::..o unC:Jrstood to be e~gain · '\~\~:X:;;;, session ·of the Partisans •. ·: · · · · '.,, .. :•:•.• 

-~~ ~ 
,. 'i ··:.· · It is beiieve~ that many of such refugees might.·b~ able 
····;\ · •. boats to ·bring them ·to Italy if they had the ·necessary funds. 

escapes apparently have been arranged by Yugoslav refugees 
Funds are available to the War Refugee Board, and probably 
_vate organizations for this purpose and, if possible, 

· these refugees as soon as possible •.. ·.: 1 , :;,' · 
~.:·: .. :\· .. :-.,_· • .l. ·. ' -·! 

As a method of accomplishing: th~ foregciing, ;r sugg 
' possibility. IT means-•'cif commuriication exist ·oet"Neen. 

and the Yug=?sl~v P.:trtisan·lead«rs·, '·it. is s~ggested 'that 
Cornmander,.t.ca!lo;mi:t '<!-~message to: t-he •.latter.:requestdng :.'...;,, .... ,.,,,,., .. "", .. , ... , 

;~ . 

. ·. . • ,' . . '; ... ·' ; . : ,. ' ; ' •. ! . \ . . . ' . . : - .' i . : . . ._' \ . '\ -~·- ·~ ~1~ ' .• 

. . (a) \h~t'·~he • P~ti~·ans furni~h local '·' > · 
refugees on the Island of Rab·so that the latter·may by 
own .efforts arninge _escape to Italy~ .it. being understood 
such .expenditures-will. be reimbursed in United 
or in such other ~noney as the P~tisans request;. 

,· _c •• ~·, : 

.'\ (c~nt.) 

"1, . 

. ~t:.·;~.11fifi:1f•i::\. ''' 
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, . AmGRAM_. No~>A-i2 TO LONDON FROM THE STATE DE'PAR:Tl.ll~NT·:··,: .ii\t . 
·:. '.~ .. ~ . 

, 'i:-':.</ . January 3, 1944 . , _ 

. ·· .... ,:·.j~l~\;l;:;:t.·;,-~,1] : . . ..... 
With:referencec .. assistance. to;re.fugees .on Island.' 

November',4 following\ is iquoteo.::·from lette~~ I'filcei ved; 

· .s:<1:i;et*~)~8~~~~~~~h~r{~;~0i0~0tk~~~~\>.:,:;r/:·'':·.·· .. · .·.·•· · 
. ' ·:·::·.:The> Commanding•. General, ·North :African The uo••u··•no.1. 

consulted:'with regai:'d{'\;o: this' :matter.' and;' pursuant OmJ!IleltlU<lt.l~Orl>Ji 
it has<been ·determined <that .the military situation does 
military authorities. toib;ender any.' direct assistance <to. 

this t.~e· .. ~' •'. ·:·'~;·h?i~~~k<:''' . ;:t)iitt:·· .... ····\·iV';~,··· . : 
The·Theater Commander: has rep~;ted 

displaced.·persons in Italy~are already overstrained; 'and that.a .. errtanta~t.· 
these, items should,. if possible, be reduced..·. Aside···from the · 
operational needs do not permit the rendition of assistance-:.to 
gees J it is considered that. to take SUCh action might create a DrACAd•en·t.• 
which would lead to other demands and an influx of additional 
for the care of. whom the: military authorities would be.unable'i,to 
facilities and supplies. ; . Although reconunending tha,t no direct• 
or funds be provided, the Theater Commander states thll.t; he. 
as in the past, to' care for any refugees who should be. 
as a result of their· own efforts. 

. , 
Our latest information is that the refuge·e·s on 

together with those at Otocac in Northwest Croatia, 
1,500, and that the majority of these refugGes are .Jew~;· 

Since receipt of.letter in reference 
formation Germans novr hold·Rab~;:. 

·.···· ··.·. 
Plea.9e transndt'.such· portions: of the·. above· CCtlTI!IlU!1~<~a·t~on 

deem appropriate to the;Directorate·of.the Intergovernmental· 
and if the present. information· of the·Committee:suggests 
these refugees Department.· should be informed. · 

• • . . :- '1 i ; •· ~ .~··':. 1:: . ,. 

HtJLL:/. 
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~ (b) .that the Partisans, in the event they . 
furnish necessary local currency, aid the refugees in arrang~- >::: · 
ing escape by guaranteeing to the boat ovmers and other persons ; __ ,_,; 
assisting in the escape that payment will be made to· them· by_.\::;:.. 
the American. military. authorities upon arrival of the · 
in Italy; ·.; ,, .... 

·: ·cS: that th~:'';~Usan~ k~~~- t'he app~opriate ·;uw~r·J,can 
'military authorities advised of their operations in 
,;:; .· . ., !<;,FH:'·.·i'J.<' i :/~,··,, / ; . ' : / ···- .. ·. , 6<U?f .'-''!;<;~;;{~1if.~~ii··i~~:.:{ 
·It vrill,.,_.of 'course,· be necessary for the Theater Commander' 

arrangements for payments in· Italy in certain cases to persons·)ir.ing . 
refugees there from th9_: ls:Land:· of Rab, , and possibly for certain··other 
financial transactions;'.~ It is also essential that the· Theater · · 
continue his policy o;f ~aring .I,' or any refugees who may· be able to :reach: 
Italy as the result•of'their.own efforts, Such other C\ssistance:as:he'' 
may be able to give. win,· naturally, be extremely valuable,., It. may be 
made perrectly clear that the War Refugee Board assumes full financial•·'-:-:; 
responsibility for' this operation and will reimburse all.- · 

If y:ou think that the procedure indicated is feasible 
1 

·ram. sure. 
that you will agree that it ·should be executed as promptly as possible 
in view of the uncertainty of the continued possessio'n of the ·Island of: .. ,· 
Rab by the Partisans. 

This has been cleared with ~fr, Stet tinius who is in 

H~ Morgentha~, Jr, 

DECLASSIFIED 
By Authority 
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PRCGRAi\'B UTHRESPECT TO RELIEF MID RESCUE OF REFUGEES: 
PROJECTS .. , .:; · 

·.:>·:;\{ .. ·· .. 
. :::::-,~;~~L)t;-~{f::i: .. ~::;·;.~:~\n;~/~ . . \ -:: ... , •::. · 

'<'X'.•:''"''~n.luV>~£ ''n :' ciF.il:Jiws.;FROM. POUND TO lilJNGARY ~: 

';~~~;:;;~i{~;:i;,~i~(~t.:;;,,' . . .•. . . 
; Accord:ix)g; to ... a• letter:· of Janilary: 21. to the 

,Department, it. was. rep.orted by· the. Union. 
States· and.Canada· that.:'since' Hungary ··arid .the Polish.G.ov.·A,.nm:Ant-•in-E;;.:1.1A 
'are not at·. war· and Hungal"'J. hlis>tacitly .agreed to give refuge tO:.: . 
Jews, many thousands of Je;us now in hiding along ·the' Polish borders. 
be saved· .. if funds were made available for.rescue.work. ··· 

Atcordinglf, vdth the consent of th~ State .Department, ·a 
license was issued to the UOR on Jamiary 22, 1944, for $100/000 to 
warded tosternbuch, UOR agent in. Switzerland, who was to arralige·:for •. 
evacuation· of persons in .enel':l'J or enemy-occupied territor:f'\vhose lives·.are · 
in imminent dang13r (Cable No. 229 dated January 22,; see also the memo elf·'· . . 
January 28 addressed to Secretary :liiorgenthau by Mr: Paul; which' appears .,lis· 
attachment til). The license provides that the money' transmitted might: 
also be used to sustain lives pending such evacuation. · 

The license permits procuring foreign currency by 
Sl'litzerland, (2) in enemy or enemy-occupied territory with o.Lucl<eu 
subject to payment after the war, or (3) in emeny or enemy-:-oc,~UJJJ.E•a<..;\·'·:'.;:~··l>cio".:;,; 

. : territory .with free exchange, if necessary.. The license ·.,,,v,"·••· 
· six months of 1944 ·and transactionS pursuant to· it are to• be···, "0 ''"'•+.c.r1 

through- the Swiss Embassy.. . 
.. · .. · 

Ths license was received by Sternbuch on Januacy:27 and 
Minister Harrison reported the purchase of 300,000 perigees; . 

. turned over to three persons in Hungary for use iri .that 
1054 dated February 19 and Cable No. 157$ dated March 15). 
ments were pending with regard to Slovakia. · 

In a message communicated to the'Board through Harrison (Cable,N~: 
dated March 4) a report is made by UOR representativesconcerning.funds 

(cont.) 



I~t~;, in •• O~b"q~;~~,~~;;;;,.,oati~ to·~:= {~mbl; No. 843 
. ··• , in response. to a mes.sage .. from. Harrison (Cable No. lJ21 .. 
•:·c::rBoard requested that.•Sternbuch be advised of. the 
:\;:of the,_use :of: fundsc;already- remitted: for the -Purpose : 
•,L tion·'azld.; relief ;Opebi.tions ;in ariy 'eneufj,-;::.o'ccupied ·.· ··e gl.on.:.W'ha'G_s:oeyerjV.:tn" 
;:~:;:elUding .Franca,. Holland,·, ai:ld Belg:l.um~::;Jihile· the. J.J.•oertse· '1sSUElct,~,oy:,;::tJ1a)· ~;~ Treasury, to :the· UOR permits '.operations: throughout:. 
t Sternbuch' s ',previous· ins:t~ctions from :the UOR .. had.: . 

iL~~~d· ~~:y.~:i~·i\{'J:::<_·\~)~·:r ,.,~~:::~ . . ..:_;f.ii;i;[Y·>> ··.~; .... 
,.\'~:; -: :··Although,the money;,f'or ,this project was 

:~?-•. method: provided ·in .tha,: . .li'cense, Sternbuch has. b.een advised 
. . . not be unduly 'concerned over. the possibility that· currency· may 

·1P~~ :?J~i1o:r~;~rw:::~t:~L!!HJ: :~~~~~':.;r~=:r 

--... 

"· · In March application was made by the UOR through the Board for: 
mission: to forwar<;l another(lOO,OOO for relief and evacua;t'ipn nm~·, ,n.'""' 
this permission v1as. granted by. the Treasury on March 21_,-:<:;> . 

. , 
; 

···'·, 

· . _jjf~~Uv~ .,;;3ic~i~#J1.r~i£t' '•tM,~1,%ilMJ~~;;,{;· .· .. .-.. !: ... C·i~t~;'~~;:r;i.J.l}~~iv&~~ 



: r:·:~:~~ .. ~·-. 
;c-_ ... -·1 

<~ ,' · .. 
-· 

Congress': and the · ·· ·Je'wish· .roint 
. certai.J1;.'relief and:evacuation operations in 
will,be•:interest~cL':.~a·;,know that, at State~s request~. ign . 
troL'has issued'a··license.•to.the Union of O:rthodox Rabbis·of'the. 
States 'and Canada:l.t'O-:\mde~take :'the, transactions necessary to . 
evacuate to Hungary . .'fnirnbers' of Jews 'who remain hidden in the forests · 
Poland':'and Slovakia·;'..'.The ooeratlons will be carried on- through. 
ground :channiO)l,s_by a committee -of three persons in St. Gall, Switzer~ 
land·,. acting as the·,representatives of' the Union. · Initially, ·the · · · 
tions will cost about .$100,000, 

T'ne license go~s f'urtper tha~ the two previous on~s ·ifithat. 
necessary· local f'unds, . goods and sel"vices w.ay be acquired from· 
in enemy or enemy:..occupied territory against payment, in'free .,., ..... .,·.,.,,,

5
.,.,, 

OJ' free CUTJ'ency notes, T'nis represents a·change in OUT basic 
with respect to trading nith the enerzy problems~ rt· is, of': coUJ's'e,. · 
limited to case's such as thes·e which involve the· saving of lives. · · 

. ·~ 

Without clearing with the British, State has agreed to cable 
text of the license-. to Bern stating that the operations under. ·~~··~;::;j;:~:,';;:·;.;:;.~'i·>-h:~ 
license. have its 'appr,oval, as well as that of' the. Treasury•··. 
State •·s ·approval ·an a'< license :going this far, it is,·felti;hat .+li • .,.!.v"""' 
haS. been· Cleared •fOr: the licenses ·Wh:i.ch Will be necessary~· in. fUlTI'V.l.Il<>' 

out the. relief and::;evacuation ·operations .envisaged. under .the. 
Board~;::.;:· · ';\fi':' . .' · , . •· ;:' ' · · ,:t .. ;;\::2-.:. ·.··n: .• ,,,,.,,,., 

:.\;~~ :: '·' . 
·.\' 
-,_-,·. 

. .. -

DECLASSIFIED 
By Aut:hori ty 



. :.¥" ~CABLE ~0. 856 TO BERN FROM THE B9.ARD . 
.... l 

' .. ,".'i,:,_(··.··Marchl5, l944 

., •..• , i' > ••.• ;.~'~.,~;~f~:·;:;~, ·;.,;:{':;;, .•. ' ' .... ·· ....... . 
· .. , Vi ax Refugee i~Board;-_sends -the .following:::;'·. . 

.··• >:(:·.,;_'i'f;i\:'')<u>;:: .,~:;h·;·:_;~::'fi;:h ~ ,·:,:.;>;:.::-.:::;' . ··:c\ ·< !,. ·:•;·,_._ . 
This-· message ;is :in reply .to your· telegram no. l054:re 

.· . ;~~·';<~1{¥tf;~~;j~)~i~~:{~· ,~ab?~::'9t, ~~~- YJ1i ~~f::· \\j~~: .~n~ · 
· ''In ·connection with;._the·· comment made by Sternbuch with ~0 ''"''~.,. 

. · A(2)''specified::in~-the ·license~: .the State and Treasury n,,"~"'+mo•n+<. 
would. like·to make:.'clear that for the operations described in the 

'all' three methods detailed in ,this and similar licenses can be used~,-~··:·:-" 
. 'You ar.e _requested .to inf'orm Sternbuchat once of "the :!;'ore going and also·.':. 

representatives of other organizations to which· sir.Jilar licenses ; 
been·issued and'advise them that all three methods may be used in 

.... ·a"'• ..... ,. ing the required local currency; ill though the third met):lod may 
make f'Ol'eign exchange availabJ.e :i_n enemy te:rrito:ryt that method should-' 
be used if it proves· to be the mcis t effeCtive for tile quick execution . of ··. :>i;~~tl[:i~zt; _.the relief and evacua~ion operations which· the li~~;Jnse authorizes.-, /~~-~.\; 

,:;~j;'ti!):~:Cf-' With a view to avoiding delay, you are requested to make liberal• · ·':-·''i:\l;_;~i,:~.'; interpretations of the provisions o:f all the licenses issued, always · 
.·)·.·_- '' · 'bearing in mind that time is important and that the operations which · 

· these licenses authorize- should be initiated at once. In the present 
situation the War Refugee Board, the Treasu..-y and the Department 
sider the saving of lives of paramount importance. 

I 

HULL.· 
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VIE~ 3 

PROGRAI!:S TTI1H RESPECT TO RELIEF AND RESCUE OF REFUGEES: RELIEF PROJECTS 
$ 

TRANSF:sR OF JEiiS FROM POLM'D TO HUNGARY~ ETC. (JLC). 

On Febrau:ry 8, 194!+, the Jewish Labor Committee o··as granted a li­
cense for evacuation v;ork and necessary cocmunication Hith persons in 
enemy or enemy-occuuied territory, including evacuating Jews from Poland 
to.Hungary and from n·ance to Switzerland, This license (see Cable 
No. 584 to Bern dated February 21) contains the same. provisions as do 
the licenses issued to the A."Jerican Jewish Joint Distribution Committee 
(see attachment #1 to VII C- 7), the Uorld Jewish Congress, and the. 
Union of Orthodox Rabbis, exceut that in the license issued to the JLC 
it is specified that the total amount authorized for the first six 
months o:t: 1244 may not exceed Swiss francs 214,320 or the dollar equiva.:._ 
lent the~eof (approximately $50,000). •. -;:,:: \ · 

One grouu with which these rescue and relief activities ars''largely 
concerned consists of anti-Nazi labor and political refugees, ··now ill.-':<;.­
Switzerland or being evacuated to that country, who a:re in desperate·<_; __ 
need of food, clothing, and housing. OUtside of the SUI-Jport -given,thein •· 
by the· International Rescue and Relief Committee, _there :said .. to 

organized relief activities on behalf of this group.· 

·Arioth~r imPortant part of the evac~tion acti 
taken by":tbe JLC .is .the rescue of Jewish children· from 
VI D ::.1,; :Evacuation of Abandoned Children from F:r'anc.e) 
_are -now_-,in biding in Polish forests. The JLC · ... -.o.,,.,..,._o, 

.· wo:rk,is :_ll~irig--car:ried on in cooperation with 





. . . .• 

PROGRAMS WITH- RESPE_sl' T_i. R'~~\1\!-ID iffisc~~F REFUGEES: 
PROJECTS~< ~ --------- - ----~--·----------- -

. . 

RESCUE OF CZtcHOSLOVAk:Wis 

-· 
r , -(~~\ , . ·:·l·: 

_ In a letter dated tia~ch 8 United Czechoslovak Relief applied: . ·­
Board appr9Val and assistance in securing a Treasury license-fa~ remit~~­

', ting funds· for the following purposes in enemy and enemy-occupied tl'!rri-
tory, including Czechoslovakia, Pol~'ld, and France: the relief of. · 

·families in Czechoslovakia of executed persons· and political prisoners;·· 
the rescue of persecuted people from centr~l Surope to neutral and Allied 
countries; the relief of persecuted people hiding in Czechoslovakia and

1 so far, unable to escape; the relief of Jews conf~ned in ghettos in 
Czechoslovakia; the relief of Czechoslovak Jews transported to Poland; 
and''"the ·relief of Czechoslovak women and children refugees in France-­
for the most .part, families of Czechoslovak soldiers, 

The Board subseouently worked out with United Cze_choslovak Relief, 
the National CIO '7ar Relief Committee, and the United Nations Relief

1 
AFL,· 

a program for the rescue and relief of such refugees, A remittance of. 
$150,000 to the representatives of United Czechoslovak Relief in London 
was approved by the Treasury·for this purpose, The fnnds for these o~ra.­
tions were obtained by special approp:r:iation from the ~Tatiomil War Fund 
at the request of the labor orga~aizations serving as sponsors~·--_ The 
Treasury license issued in this connection (see Cable No. 2518 dated > 
March 31) contains the same provisions as do the licenses issued to.the. 
American Jewish Joint Distribution Committee (see tJ,ttachment #1 to VII ·c 
- 7), the World Jewish Congress) and the Union of Orthc;>dox Rabbis, ·ex~· . 
cept that in the- license issued to United Czechoslovak Relief it is.:_, 
specif'ied that the total amount authoriMd. may not exceed $150

1
000· or .. 

the foreign currency equivalent thereof, during 1944. - ·--
., 



,· 
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PROGRAM WITH RESPECT TO RELIEF AND RESCuE OF REFUGEES: 
~THER EVACUATION PROJECTS 

·}.-:-
.'"f.-~. > ,-. 

.RESCUE OF NORWEGLJ\.NS . ~ .. ' 
·. </l-:;;.}·, 

.. ~- ... : ;~c:·: .. 
·-~·;'. J·~:,-~~-·. 

";~·, " 

. -~:··._';~~-.::~:i~~>'·.:_: -:_ . - . _. . ·_.~·.:.\ ~--_; ~-
The.. Board has worked out with the American .Relief for Norway~· Inci.; 

the Na tionai · CI 0 VI ar Relief, the United ~rations P.e lief, AFL, and the 
Norwegian·Gov·ernment a program for the relief of political. p:dsoners in 
Norway and· for the rescue of Norwegian political and other refugees from· 
Germany.· $200,000 was obtained for this purpose by American Relief· for 
Norway, ·Inc~, by special appropriation from the National 1"ar Fund, the 
allocation being made at the request of the sponsoring labor organiza- ;'· 
tions •. The Treasury license issued in this connection contains the same 
provisions as do the licenses issued to the American Jevdsh Joint Dis­
tribution Committee (see attachment #1 to VII C - 7), the Vforld Jewish· 
Congress, and the Union of Orthodox Rabbis, except that in the license 
issued to American Relief for Norway, Inc., it is specified that the 
total amount authorized may not exceed $200,000or the Swedish krona 
equivalent thereof, during 1944. (See Cable No. 619 to Stockholm dated. 
April 8) . 

DEf;L\SSTFIED 
Stnte Dept. Letter, 1·11-72 

By R. H. Parks Date_& 2 8 1972 · 
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PROGRAMS WITH RESPECT . TO RELIEF AND RESCUE OF REFUGEES: 
PROJECTS . . . 

:,\{ ·:L.\·.': • 
~ ·,' ~~:-\ :> .. ,- ,;·. 

;;,; ii.(i~~f~ . •...• ··' i \C 
. . .·. Ah::~t:> .: ,,, :•EVACUATION OF: ,REFUGEES FROM FINLAND .. 

·~fi~~S '?~~jJ.<: ~·,:~! ''.· /:·:: : . : ·v 
· ::_;,_;,:;rsome· time ago Minister Johnson· reported from. Stockholm.. . .. 

had/refused entry .to 113 'Jewish refugees who had· gone to Finland from · 
.'·. ·central. Europe in 1938 and 1939, despite repeated ·requests on Johnson' 

·part and. despite the fact that the Finnish Government itself had, . . 
application for the admission of these refugees. to Sweden. Johnson.·· 

· :subsequently prevailed upon the STiedish Government to re-examine .the: 
·case, .:in vie11 of ·the danger of' serious persecution, not only· to the. 
Jewish· refugees in question but to local Je'rls and many non-Jewish 
refugees.who·uould be equally threatened-as a resultof increasing 

·.German influence iri. Finland. (In this connection see Cable No. 1235 · 
from Stockholm dated April ll and Cnble No. 724 to Stockholm dated···:· 
April,21.) The Board has now guaranteed to make' arrangements for the 
evacuation from Sweden, as soon as practical, of al:l'''threatened ·persons.··,:::, 
other ~than Swedes ·who may be accorded refuge in SP.eden, and for ·the ·. 
maintenance while in Sweden of such refugees uho cannot claim the · · 
support of their·oun governments. As a result, Snedish,visas have 
now been authorized for 100 o.f the central European refugs,es nm'l i~ · 
Finland 

11
as a starter" (Cable No. 1379 from Stockholm dated April 21) 

. . ·,0\:·'.: .. ·-· 
,·. 

··,, 

:a.i~l;;b;.:;,til:~i:ii:::,;;;~l~;:,;,, 
~ • -1 





PROGRM!S WITH RESPEQT TO RELIEF ~ND RESCUE OF REFUGEESt · 
EVACUATION PROJECTS . 

.,_, . 

EVACUATIONS TO ITAL1 .AND THE MEDITERR4NEAN AREA· 

... 5~~~: ... ··~!~;~·,i.~~s tri~{~:·e ':' ... · ':;~~·.,:···· 
<According- to:a report. from the u.s. Legation in C&iro, 

FQl:"eign Ot'fice luis ;instructed it's Yugoslavian Embassy tp approach. 
wtth·a·view to.obtaining his activ~ aid in facilitating the escape. 

'Jews·rrom.Hungary through Partisan territory (Cable No. 88 froni.Cairo .· 
dated April.l3). ;:The Board's .great interest in facilitating such. 
to rtaly .. and the Mediterranean area, has likewise been indicated in a .. · . 
cable to Cairo •. ·The U.S; J;.egation there has been advised that arrange--: 
ments can be made.for. any.assistance necessary, including financial, in 
order to enable these refugees to reach pl&ces of safety. 

At the Boal'd 1 s request, Admiral Land of the W~:~rr Shipping Adminis:.. 
tration has agreed to instruct Kalloclc, the WSA representative in.that· 
area, to eXPlore with Ackermann the shipping problems involved in the 
projected evaoqations and Ackerniimn has been so advise\1 (Cable No.: 
1287 to Algiersc·dated ApriL 28). '· . 

DECLASSIFIED 
State. Dept. Letter, 1SEP 2 S 

By H. H. Parks Oato __ 



PRCGRA.IJS WITH RESPECT TO REIIEF AND RESCUE OF REFUGEES: 
OTHER EVACUATION PROJECTS 

::..· '. 
·,-_' 

·~· 

.. EVACUATIONS TO AND THROUGH SDEDEN 
., '.·· 

The· Board has. arranged for transfer;·of $50,000 ~~ . 
sentative Olsen in Stockholm for·use.in connection l1ith the 
persons ·now in hiding ifi. the Baltic states. {See Cable Ho._ 
Stockholm dated June: 1 and Cab~e No~: lll4 to Stockholm 

:, '~·-=··.··~-::-~·= ,_-., __ : :-:~.: 

The ~emittance t~'stockhoim of.$10_;000 by the.. Union of.u .. n·••uucu.~~. 
Rabbis has been authorized-by the Treasury, upon our recommenda_ 
be used.for rescue:operations. :tn the' Baltic countries,· as authori 
Board Representative Olsen. (Cable No. _1150 to S~ockholm dated June> 

.· . ··'·. '\,· 

•: 1,. '• .. 

. •.... .. ;,, .i,, .. ·:::., .. ir/',.i.~;i~;;X,M,,i:~;i];f.i;,~c;i,Ji::fJ;f.:~:\~~lh0~~~::: : ::c;·, .. •·<::.~:J::Jcii'0J:,r;:~"·,·:'.>''·~xi:WM 



:?.RCGRA/;JS r!ITH RESPZCT TO RELIEF J.ND RESCUE OF REFUGEES: 
FWJLCTS 

'~. 

· RESClJK f.ND RELIEF. IN FRiJ~CE 

Up~n the 1s· recommendation, basic liconse~ mis 
Treasury to the Frtnch.Reliof Fund,'.Inc.,:pormitting it to carry· 
and roscuc operations in enomy ·or onomy-occupiod territory, 
Franco. The roruittarice o:f. $150,000 uas."authorizod :for these· 





fYI'HER lr:EANS OF EFFECTI!:G RESCUES 

·.f ~;• ·-_; -. 
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PROGRAMS VITTH RESPECT TO RELIEF AND RESCUE OF REFUGEES: 
EFFECTING RESCUES . 

:·.·: 
; -~ . . ;. ; : ' . 

. . ·:'· 

.. -~-: 

In December::-1943 Department was advised. by 
governmental Committee that-Paraguay was reported to be threa~e.n~ng 
revoke the-passports which had.apparently, been issued illegally 
persons, mostly Jewish, in enemy· territory, who vTere threatened 
deportation to Poland·. A large number of such persons >Jere then. _ir:tt£irlieci. 
in Camp Vittel in France. This policy of issuing passports on a . .. , 
humanitarian basil'! cand without regard for legal requirements is reported'.~· 
to have had been followed by a number of Latin American Countries·: . , · 

In response to a strong cable from the State Department, 
denied that it '7as contemplating any cancellation of the ~~+o .. .,.."'-" 

question. 

According to one report to the Board, the Suiss 

in 

On February 21,, 1944, the Board-submitted to St;te'a 
to Bern, asking the,Embassy•there to ·check on the Swiss atti 
bring pressure upon that Governmentto take active steps 
the Germans to· give recognition to-the. passports in question. 
also requested. that the SY1iss Government abstain from pros 
who ha~ been instrumental in procuring these passports. 

In a communication from .. Ambassador Winant· (Cable·, No·. 1708 
Narch 2; see attachmen_t_}f!J the Board ·\711S advised of the receipt'·of' 
letter from the Intergovernmental Comniittcc on the passport problelll~i 
was stated that Dr, KUllman, Honorary Deputy Director of IGC, had·..'· 
reported that the Swiss authorities nere opposed to any approach to 

(cont.) 



fit~ /.\~-~~: 
.}l\~'~/: . . . . . 
·- :<-•i::/;·> Germans for the purpose of inducing them to recognize 

·.: '_._:_·.:;···- they uere said to feel that such. an approach nould be unsuccessful and.· 
~ould do nore~harm than good. The Board's proposed-cable to Bern urging· 
that theSwiss make such an approach to the Germans was still pending .:;:•' . 
at State when the cable from Winant was received. The proposed cable.' :i' 
to Bern ilas .. therefore revised to point outthat, although the Board­
been informed· of the reluctance of Swiss authorities ,to approach ·-cne.·.<;.:,');:,•·;. 
Germans _on .this subject, _.the- B_oard nevertheless still believes 
approach should be made by the·Sv1iss and that the German au-..nor:n:LmL;:',' 
should be ·made av1are -that.·the treatm-ent ·or 'JeVTs and others ·nntaP.T--T,nel 

c6ntrol ~is:: being follows( closely (Cable' No.·- 1181 ·dated 

attachme~~:::~; ; . ; _· , .. ,.,0-~&t~fr~;l\/:·.~~;;;§i:ir?,::x>/ ,i)· _:·;' '!1,:'~-··;·.,,j·.,,.-f;;;:~l-~··~r:t 
On March .31 the .Board sent a circular air gram to 

Rica, ·Ecuador·; Nicaragtia·, 'Haiti, Venezuela, and El' Salvador,·. 
U. S. Missions there. to -·approach the governments. to VThich they 
in an endeavor:to secure their agreement, on huinanitarian . . . 
no action until after the l'11lr' to revoke, cancel, or otherwise ::tnipair·_,, 
effectiveness ·of the ·passports held by Polish Je\'/s and other· persons· 

· ··interned in'.enemy-occupied Europe (Circular Airgram dated March 31; 
attachment_ #3). · , , 

..,_.. -~ c "t :· . . 1 • 

In:p1 appeal from the-representative of the Union 
in SVIitierland it 11as indicated that 238 Jens interned in Camp Vittel had _ 
on ~hrch 20 been isolated for deportation on the ground that they possessed . 
only accommodation passports and Ymre thus not eligible for --~J<:change · ·· ·- · ' 
(Cable No. 1958 dated Maroh.30). -< :.';.-: :<· ,, · _•. 

;\• 
Another communication from the UOR representative reported that._ . _ 

Spanish Junbassador in Berlin, as the protecting power of Paraguayans· there· 
uas either. ignoring the interests of such citizens. or v1as. not \latching 
them \'Tell enough. It Y/as suggested that the Paraguayan Government_ be:· 
urged to intervene \'lith the Spanish Government at ~:hdrid. in an _n•······~·.,..,. --rn 
obtain some amelioration of the drastic treatment reported (Cable 

- dated April 6; see aiso Cable No. 2163 d.'.'. ted J.pril_ 7). 

J, subsequent report from itlnist~;, Harr'iso~ adv:i:~ed of th~: ~eo., 
a report that the 238. internees to 'iThich reference had previously',be 

·made, including four claiming u. s. citizenship, had been evacuated::from 
Vittel on March 31 to some unknorm·location. It was also· reported ·that-­
the Sniss Minister and the Spanish Junbassador in Berlin had declined' pro­
tective offices. Immediate intervention uith Madrid ·and Bern VIas' again 
urged (Cable No. l994_from Bern dated·March 31; sec attachment #4) •. ,:_,,:: 

. • . ·_,.··--< .-·· 

The Board immediately. cabled Minister H~rrison its ccmvictii~'':O~h~t · .. 
. , German doubts as to nhether these persons are exchange material· must' be··· 

( -'~i I (cont,) 
Yl'' 



!J?rsons 
.. -~ ~: .~ .. >.·; -~ -· 

that. representations l7er~ 
the Spanish,Foreign··Office as tho Board had requested •. Hayes· stated .. 

although',-the Spanislt.Govcrnment· indi.cated that it had no· information..,· 
the matter~: it gave ass~ance that 'it would attempt to loarn.:the facts. 
soon as possible r~i th a Vie11 touard endoa voring to arrange ·fgi:; ·thE)· · · 

of these .refugees (Cable No; '1397 from Madrid dated A~£1;'•21) 
; .··:·~~~!\~- ~:.\ ':_ .. . . ·_ ·. __ .. -.:,- ~-._:·.-__ :_ -._ . :. . . . . :, ~ : -<·- ' .. ·:. -~·-:<~;\ ~"::: -~---~~~-;~::_;._~-, __ :_· ,., .. , .• , ... , .... ,,.,. 
circillaz- airgram to the U. S. Missions in Costa • Him:i, Ec.uadoi:, ... 

vador, Haiti, Peru, Nicaragua, and Venezuela v;as also despatched,; asking 
·,that the governments of those countries be requested to give their:·approval 

to this Government 1 s approach to tho Goroan Government through appropria.te · · 
channels "ath a vie11 to initiating the proposed exchange · 
Board also requested that these Latin American governments ·.J..c""''u'"' 
nn:~or1ct1·'the· Germans .. through the protecting povrer ufth .tho that·:?\''•'· 

ln.te•rn.ee•s' .:holding 'Latin American :passports' or' consular·,ctcJ.CtlliiEmi;s .. · 
ll.cco·ra.ea ,the';: same. treatment as. that:: given to priso.nors . of ' 

convention (Circular· Airgram ... datcd April,.ll;· ... ~~~~~~~~'? 
_ - ... -,-~-~--\~1~ ::_i_\=:~- -. ~>-~ _: .. -:;~::~;i:vi~5t:_ -~- :.t·~_-.\'·,, .. :~/:~~c;::···· · .. : ·· · ·>:· :<.(. ::·~·;.. ·. . 
Minister. Harrison··meaimhilo •.communica ted to· the Board 'tho details 

approaches·: made ·by tho::vatican ·to various La tin £'11ericai1. . . . 
an attempt to \'lark cJtit relief. measures e.nd, possible evacuation' plans,' 

Jews. interned in:·Axis territory and holding Latin .Ar.J.erican Ilassports :': 
papers (Cable No; 2282 from Bern dated 1\pril 13; see attachment #8) ;-,:: 

the .circumstances ri.lported, the .Board 1 s efforts. tovmrd e:x;change. _ 
become all:. the· more· urgent, Accordingly, ·Harrison· has· .been·,.:,·: 

r.:·:·- ·: ".>/t<·, .. : (c~nt.) .. < s ·DF.CLA·!'l~);.;~~;'<·'ic 
tnte pc.•p:;; L!Atu·, 1·11·72 
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_J 
. -~ : _V . ..:· .--

instru~ted proc . ,;,7ith all· possible' dispatch fhnre""'··n" 
Switzerland to inform..,.the German authorities that this 
prepared. to cons~~er as exchange material all internees 
of Latin American papers •. _ .. : _: . · -:·. 

:~.<.-<· -~ -~-\i;:·-~u:~ -~:.~-;t~-:~:-~i:'\-.'·::· ;·.;:~'->. ,,::~-'/ .. . ·"-> . -} ·: , .. 
Sine& certain· individuals among the refugees interned in .""'·~~·no .. · .•. ~r 

Gemany 'claim. American' citizenship; the Board asked· Harl:ison.·.to. 
Swi tz13rland·, as the 'protecting power,. that while such' claims-: . · 
investiga:t,ion and until:~- the SvliSS 'Government is advised :to: the:, ,.n,n+:r.i'r-u­

this.'Government eX:pects(.-such-_'refugees_ to.._beectreated .as' U • ·_SF. · 
vii th all' the :right~~'· orivileges ;.:a~d immimi ties · · which; --. ~~-·-_: _,~~.-~..,-

.are entitiei:l: (Cabie./-N~~·-:1269 'to Bern dat¢d · ·· 
ad vis ed~~the-- Board :.'t;lia t these •dnstruc tions 

·: fro~::J;.~i~~:ti;~{'j/.~r&tf;;~f~~:;~~~~Wt~i}.t·:~W:~;i;;!: ., . 
. . :A'. circular• airgram::.to various-Latin Arrleir·ic:an 

. ·. by. the: Board. ori. April 22 asked. tha:(US. 
-.the appropriate _officials_ the ur~ency of 

and the:·need ·for· iinmediate ·and• favorable· responses 
previously_:sugges'ted., (see-· attachment '#11). - . ;: 

J:~--'~'~i.r~ui~;r}I;~;:~/,-~a t-ed \~t~';ih ·:;~d addr~s;~d. · 
American countries; ·reference was niade to the fact that 
does :not'expect suchcoUI\tries physically to admit any of 
but that arrangements will be made for refuge elsewherri. ' 
efforts· cin this connectimi -.rere mentioned,-. and U. S ,. Arnhi.s:sadois.}v,rei'e 
asked to impress upon.the. officials concerned.the fact 
act \rill almost certainly· spell death· for the• person& :Lnvo•v·~u:n 
attachment #12). -.. , ----- . . . . ···:, · · ·· ' . . -._,· . 

The Board also communicated )7ith the Vatican·; 
of Board efforts on this basis. 

Ina circular airgram to the various Latin American 
May 11 the-Board advised U. S. Embassies there ·or the 
by this Government viith respoct:_to honoring alL: claims · 
ship- by refugees ·in· 'German-controlled areas. ·Tt .was•.- ·,";7o~+nl'l•''+ho 
inst1·uctions might·: be. of value in connection:· ni th• pre 
in the rescue of. refugees holding Latin American .t1·avel. "~"'"w'"'" 
Board also asked .. that. the various. Latin Americiui' r 'OJ::IUOI:L~:cs 
agai';} with respect-to·supporting''the 'representations made 
and Soiitzerland (see ?-.ttachment #13)·. ·.'.•.• '- : · '>-

• ·.~ •• ,-· ·.~ • ·-·. ·: •. ·! .. . _·' ; ' •• ,' 

~i~t·£~j~:.;·~ (·r·;:;; 



:::"{:~-t:Gf: .•. ·. 

: l' 

. . ' .. "-' . 
if Great ·Britain and the· United States had no· objection. .. 
inHavana·was·~~arefor~ instructed to.convey'to the Cuban authorities 
this Gov(i!rnment 's appreciation of the. Cuban' attitude, along u:tth.a .. ssu .• rance 
that the":Unitcd States has no~objection to Cuban.recognition of'.}mch.:. 
documents (Ail:E;Tam No;. A-738 .. to Havana. dated May 3) •. Ambassador. ·' 
in London \'laS asked. to request~ that a similar. assurance .be given:, 
Britain :to Cuba (Cable.No~ 3644 i;o London' dated May6).·· The Bo8.r.d. 
circUlar·idrgrams· of March. Jl.'alld Aoril 11 ner'e also· ,to 
for Braden.ts·information'and action~ ··,;:<.• ·· .. : .. · 

·-· , -~·-··f ·r -.-..• , •..• -, ····., ·- ~ • • - •• /...,~.:-11'J~ .. J>->' "_ .. _-·:Pl~~}t:.;1!{t~(_J·1\ -·.:-:·;._:- ;\~·_>,\::~~.Jf.:r~;!tL.:~:F:~.·\·-' ;-; _-:,:.: .·.; _ .. ,•,:: ., · 
'0:: · .·;\'.~~.Venezuela .at. once ;.'promised full cooperation in.,..r.r.,.,;,,.·H 

: 'proJected.exchange;·.':iXenezuC3la· also agreed .to approach· 
. the protecting·· power:' :r.itrr·a.:.den~ml that .the right~ of .Luvu,n'"""':·.:<"J . .Lu.J;u.15 

, Venezuela'n:'pS.ss~orts·\\:iE~ciau'iiing citizenship on the basis 'of 
, docwnimts::;be re;pected (Airgram No. A-323:from Caracas .dated . 
. comprising attachment:'#9) ;:;;• .The U •. S. Embassy in Venezuela 

'·· instructed' .to press for., immec'liate action in: this ·connection ""·.Ll'"r"ru 
•· No. A-245:tJ 'caracas;d'ahid May 2)> · ·c;· 

·~:--:~:·~~::}i._;.y._;- .. - _.·····,:_:~.:~::.~:.;.:-:;>~-~~~~::.::~--~·.-·· ' ~·: .. · . -··_· __ -"_: -~:' . .. , . 
. '',According to: a· repori;:from Ambassador. Frost, representations .. 
· Honduran, (l:overnmeht iver~, likevrise. completely successful i both vii th.respoct . 
to passport: recognition:and ·the proposed exchange negotiations (Cable . · 
No·~~l27. froin Tegucigalpa:datcd· f,pri126; see attachment t/3_). Tho text ·of. 
formal ·notes'from the Honduran Foreign Minister on both scores 17as subse~ · 
quently foruarded to· tho Board (Cables No. 148 and 129 from Tegucigalpa' 

· dated April.26)'. In tho course of conversations leading'to these ; . 
. decisions, tho Honduran Minis tor for Foreign Affairs. is>liaid to have . 
indicated that v1hilono inquiries concerning tho validity. of passports;: 
had been received from tho Spanish Government, he proposed to ignore~,•· .. 
any such inquiries as mrght later be received. Since the Board believes 
that ignoring such inquiries might load Spain to give Germany misleading 
information uith respect to the Honduran attitude, Ambassador ·Frost Y/aS ,. : 
immediately requested to sugi5est that in· ease of inquiries bY.S.pain, the~:.·. 
Spanish Minister should be informed of the substance of tho Honduran notes 
to this Goverrurient on tho matter (AirgTain No. 1.-lbO to Tegucigalpa :dated. 
May 9)~. · . •· '.~;}.::;}?!:;;. 

·,·. -·.·, 
According to a: report· f~o'm the U. S. ·Embassy in· Lima,· the; Peruvian 

Foreign: Office has indicated that .the Si'liss Government ·somo three months . 
ago submitted. a ·lfst of.· 48· persons interned in J,xis countries. and' inquired · 
as to r1hother ·Peru ;muld honor .the Peruvian passports heid· by those · · 
internees •. The Poruifiaii.Government's roplywus.in the negative, as far as 
those 48 persons nere .concerned. In response .tO' this Government's · 
recommendation that in the· future such passpm.·ts' be honored for hwnani tarian 
reasons, a Foreign Office s·pokesman is reported to have expressed· sympathy 
with the ~?Uggostion (.hirgTam No. 1.-357 from Lima dated J.prillO)., 

~ ' -· (cant.) 
DECLASSIFIED 
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The Board was stibsequently advised by the U. 
that the Cqsta Rican 'Minister for Foreign J,ffairs . 
hud been his origiilal intention to declare a ·number of these p;1ssports · 
invalid and to restrict.thc periods of validity-of others· •. J.s.a:re.sul 

. of Board· representations; _however, the Minister is_ said to have stated~· 
that he would: be. inclined ·.to' cooperate 'along th_e_ lines recommended': iri _,. 
vievr of' the· 'huinanita:I-ian.'corisiderations involved (Dis-uatch. No.<l279 ' 
San Jose•:dated ApriL:l7) ~-·):The Embassy there has since been instructed 
press for.:m9re_:_specif~i;::;action~ namely, ~n approach by Costa Ric.B:;' .- ·. 
German·Goverhment"through,··the .protecting ··po;-Ier along: the 

·. suggest~d:'1(Airgram ':No~::A':229 to San .Jose date<LNiay.lO) • 
. - . · ·- · ~~ :)_~-,J/·,~~~~:~;.'~~~:.·'~_i\~· ~:1_ ~-:-~/~;~.;~~~f!~W,{;?-'f .!::'.:- ~.--:_;- .-_ :~-: :L:~y~~~~;;~~/;-:---_ /:'-:- ~ ."·", ~ ~ t~;:'·-~' _. -... _ _ .,_; _,·,r_~ .•.L·•>::c.·;>!.·,,.oi 

Alt!lough; .there has/-;been,no formal··reply frcm the Nicaraguan; _ 
_ ment. to approaches·'through;'.the: U. S. Embassy·:there , __ the Boaid ·haS:.:peen· _ 
', advised 'or_: a· statement:: by _the Nicaraguan· Foreign .Minister .to the: · 

; ; that, be.t;we_en'l25 aDd .ISO persons' in· occupied Europe are . beHaved to . 
. · obtained ·Nicaragua.~- passiJOrts fraudUlently.' It v1as also' reported ·that­

"' 'the practtcai or the · Nicai-aguan Government has generally been ·to'· decline 
. to coriffim :the"vaiidity·,'of:such travel documents. Hhen.question:s. uere . .' . __ . 
asked by_.the, German Government tr..rough the protecting porTer. The- Foreign , · 
Minister. 'is'i.r10rr reported 'to have agreed to discussvlith the President of 
Nicaragua.:the feasibility of aooroaching the Germans through the Suiss, -'· 
rri th 'a. request thaf the ±ritere;ts of all bearers of Nicaraguan passports 
be safeguarded, The Foreign Minister is said to have expressed his · 
belief" that, the President uould agree to such an approach~.· With respect 
to· exchange· possibilities; .'it \las indicated that inasrtmcl+;:as it is not : 

· anticipated 'that Nicaragua \1ill be obligated physically::to admit any of 
. the holders of such· travel: documents, the- Nicaraguan President uould · 
also probably support this Government's negotiations for.such an 
(Dispatch- No. 2137 from Managua dated April 17). 

According to a report from the U. S. Embassy in Paraguay, \tfiE. 
Paraguayan Foreign Minister has_stated informally that his Government 
steadfastly recognize until. after the v1ar the validity of Paraguajan : 
passports held by internees in Axis territory. The Paraguayan~ · 
is also reported to have taken a favorable attitude ~;ith respect.'t(), the> 
projected·exchange··negotiatibns, No formal affirmative· decision;' horrever, · 

has been. forthcoming in' either respect (Airgram No •. A-139 from Asuncion· 
dated April 22)., · · . ,. ' · ·· · · · · · .·: ... · -· · 

... . - .. . 
S~e also IV D - l,. Cooperation 11ith SPaini IV D - 3, ;cooperation: 

rri th Su:Ltzerland; and ;N ·K;· Cooperation· \lith Latin American Goverrnnents, 

·, .' 

.. 
! ~ ~·· 

[1~~~f~tifii,):.j_;Jr:;~ ... \;~:~h1iX~t1~~{:~;fift:~&if~£~i~~~~~f£;t;·?k-:,:::~·j{;;f;.;LE~)t\k;~;i,'.: _ _;,-:;;;,/;1;.;:;:q;._:;!;~,,J"~t·!.~i!~Wr!!!~:~~:~:t1:~.;!~ii:~~![~~ 



<;'{ --~i-'. . ·J·' '.I ' 

}.l·frt;;;:,:~{~~~t1~r~~~~~".: . . 
-:'•Dir.ector IGC';has •. ;liritten<Embassy _further 

. in Effil:lassy's·l54J;tFebruary;:24th.:;His "letter 
which :suggests; ati:i,ts:;conclusic?n certain _action by n~.~n~+mc.~+··l~+;,.+~-~ 

fo~:~}{i;;~~;;z.·:~; ~+K!f :•" ·· ;t~f~~~~ttl{;~)i-bfiiiit~-ix~~-wt~r!(} l<-· ................ ,._, .. . 
• · 1'Doetor·.Ktillm8.n!L; .as ·returned· frcini Sl'iitzerland 

to obtain a: good ':dcail'of:' information •. ·He discussed ~the' 
·Swiss ·authorities';'"with:.the ';United States Minister ;:t!le'l:'o.J.~sn . .-m.~n.J.s 
the International Red' Cross arid v1i th'.renresentatives :-of s 

organ~r1ions. :'i{;'N~/~ t;};;;;_~;?t_'?-:_~i"' U[t:,~(~-- ·., ... : . - ' ;·; •. ' ,:.':t·. . _''•''!'S:m:~.i\:i';;~,jl: 
. Th~-'facts are briefly as· fbllows:;:: There has been·a large. .. 

passports." It is:estimated that.4,000 ·have-been issued-·from Switzer:).and. 
and~it is known that othars have been issued from other neutral·coimtiies 
including·· S\7eden,. Some 'il"..formants estimated. the total number to'' be aii: ::-.'·.· 
high as ·nine to ten thouse.nd but sane thought that it did not exceed_ 
5,000. In Switz.o;rland it ;1as organized by private individuals 
such proportions. that •tl:e ·swiss Fodere,l" Government hitd•Aib: intervene· ,.,,n""'""''' 
it threatened to embarrass.their position and to give, the G6rrn:an.-authori­
ties the pretext of interfering with the Swiss administration of r'efugoos'· 
affairs a· matter in which tho Swiss Government has hith0rto- Sl,l.ccdssfully>·· 
avoided a~y interve"tion and has boon able to carry out a liberal policy· 
to tho t;-::'03.t advantage of refugees in general. Legal action~nas ,taken/·· 
against several of the organizors and, at tho s:tme time enquiry._ 
regarcing tho authority of some of the representatives-of -the.~--~""'-" 
Arr!erican states to- carry on those transactions·, . Do<;:to~. Kuil]lmlinn:i•IV£lS·;! 
informed Tor :i.nstance·- .that: the· Honduras Consul iuho had: 
for other• reasons-: im i942 had subsequently issued 400 
further: l-earnt that-:the·Consuls· in Svfitzorland .. of .Haiti; ·para.!rtlfllr-.<m<l<"'-
Peru had bee~ dismissed. ·:The average price paid for·:a 
approximately ·700 Swiss francs.' :On .the other--hand .the-C. 
Salvador· has actedfrom:purolyhumanitarianmotives,and· l)as· "n"r"""0 

foe at all. ." ·· · ,._. ,· · · ·· 
. ~.' 

Thoro seems little doubt that the German 
·w!o.at has been going_ on but foJ;" reasons of their Ol'fll 

(c~nt.) 
.. -··· 



not ado,pteci'i~:-ge~eral' . withdr~~ing the passports. 
_many cases,' the possession these. documents has afforded th& owne:rs· _ 
protection against- persecution. and even special treatment in some- of, 

eamps, in other cases Jhey·_ have afforded no protection _a:t all, and·:· · ' 
. particularly', so where rthe -persons concerned were not interned~:.: 
., .the German·._:authorities-:s~em to have cherished. the hope that the­

with these South>American-ipassports might. constitute a basis for. 
:-,e:JCcnang:e;oJ:., German nationals· in South -American countries and it. ·fs: 

' tstill have vague hopes of this. - Other· · 
· "i£;lack·'o.:i: · consistimcy~:fRecentiy- \1oweve·r: 
;;thiough, ~orne :Or )the protecting powers· ;i 

-m, . .,.,.nm • .,n.t:" ,conc6rneci regarding the genuineness· _of the~ 
submftting'.~lists' of: 'persons concerned with "a 

·-- ,.,,.;·;.,.c;.t~··-F·;'·.)i- ;·~,.::1~;~tWif:f(,:~~:f ~ ;:,;,:J;;.~f::~~·x;(:-~:;;~:\.<:· ;~ .s~·r -- · ; -
. , ~mentioned in your·. letter of 

vcln:;lll3'. _ ;_Sydtzerland, of,Chile; Haiti ;-' .. Paraguay, 
wer;& concern~d'in<t,he issue of. ·passports. It is probable 

cerhin_that pa:Ssports.of Costa Rica, Nicaragua and Venezuela 
issued.' by Consuls -.iri. countries other_ than Switzerland. -

,- -~ ·· -: .. \~\~i~~~~:-~ :_ · --::-:·.:x·}.f:r1-~{,f;:}_ - - {~:-:f--.~ · --~-
. c:· _ T!le,'abo~e-is a b~-i~f;statement of facts. In regard to action 
Swiss authorities are ·very definite that any approach to the German _ 
au-Lhox-iti:ss•·would not only _infructuose but would do more harm than_good •. : 

approach;-to the Governments of the _S,~~tries concer11ed _ 
which-. I mentioned in ,my letter· of the 21st February;~,•r;•rt is i1ow clear· ~ ' 

t _this .. ;approach should .coyer two points, (first) that the Governm~nts ·~-. · 
sho,lld. r-=frain from -withdrawing the passports which have be·en issueq: . __ -~ -: : · 
and ( s:>·!~.md) that if and when the protecting power on the request of . the 
Gec-l!k~n a;xi;!1ori ties submits lists of pe1·sons with such passports they· 
shou.ld. i>s~ruct the protecting po;·ler that the passports have been confirmed. 
The secu>:i is a new point but a very important one and I vroul(\ ask that - · _ 
the So·.,o.s iJepartnent. be requested to inciude it in its repre'seritations. < _._ 

wou.l<'! ~lso request that.-representations be made to the Government _qf:,:.'_ -' 
Salv~J.dor. 11 - .,.. ·'i'i.i''' 

WINANT 

·' ' 
.', . 

l 



April 7, 191.4 

The Department.· h~~,- rec-eived from. L'ondon Kullmann Is report . 
discilssions with you·, , the. Swiss authorities, the 
International-~ed Cross-and-representatives of vu-~uuca"~ 

concerning:the attitUde. ·of Suitzerland towards _those· who as 
les, ~·,iiiqluding . Polish,; Jews ,-\in • France .to Jo btain passporls · 

namefi:\:o:C Lati'ri-l.mei:ican countries/ and: tbe :a_ tti tude 'of. the 
' t:(es: with respeci;).to·; the_ :persons in' enemy:.contro'l.led .. 

uL•~u .... ,_,g .s~ch ~passports~:!,;~ iThis"'Government:. is ·approa.'chirig: the La 
ar}:,·?.~-;rernm~nts,';,:•nd;.is: ~~ging: .:them· on :humani tar:ian:grounds 

ke no;,ac.twn,: at/least:•_untll. after the ~uar;·,.to revoke or· 
'paispbrts or" t(i::indicate that-~tliey are or may be .. · • 

· E.o~n.o~ may l:ie'!donsidered ineffective ·or invalid, . 
b:o:bly.iknow,-• the Government of Paragvay has already-advised: 

Government;and the Intergover'nmental Committee that it has·not. 
cance lled.jind is not ·considering cancelling such passports 

its ~~:;J(\ _ -/x:~~\·';f;\·' _ .. _. ·· . . · _ . · . · -._ 
There is .~orne hope ·_that Poles, including Polish Je"F.s

7 
holding 

J:<1Ssports~ wilLeontinue to receive more favorable. treatment 
F'':-:-sons who do ·-not. It is this_ Government 1 s view• that any 

that ·might r-esult in endangering their liyes or subje 
-!;hs;,\ t·~ transportation or worsening of their condi""tion should 
avoj(·-·vr. ·-It is also-of the. view that all aprropriate·action 
cBl.-.L::J:i..ed ·to protect the lives and l"elfare of these persons 

..;_;:.;~_-.. ~1,, 

'..r.:. ~c·c'.ingly, you are requested to ap>roach ap;:Jropriate,officials 
of ,-,,_., ;-·n.£:; Goyern"!ent and advise them of this ':iovernment 1 s views. ,., 

·., ... ::;-;;; Yo'-' ,..:;-,"",_::;,.:;, request apDropriate officials of the Swiss ~overnment · 
,_,;j;;J-::1·:.·:·· app::-::>-'!::i'; ··(;he· Germens in an ·effort. to induce· them to continue to .. 
::t\,~~·FJ}W'' recog!1i.z~ :the validi tylof Latin-J,merican passports held· by .m3r:5o.nsc;• 
~k; .. ·::;:in Vi ttal·: and else"! here; unless the Govern~ent in whose ,name the 
·~~~~ :;i· pas~ port has. been issued. takes affir!!lative action to cancel or 
i/f')~ <it or deny 'its validity.·. In.this connection, Kullman and ot 
:\~:;'i~'),.v(J;;' report thnt the Swiss Government. has taken legal action against' uu,, ,,,, ... , __ ..... 

/:: U;;;)·;:,.;:-- persons in Switzerland uho were instrumental in se'curing. these pass 
/,-:Z)::;;:··: pnrts and that the Swies·Goycrfunent;has also>undertaken hnd:nqtliriy~ r.:. 'f; ~;.:: regarding?the authority of some of' the pe-rsons who have is;mcd 
;; • ;,;.(·,.: passports. It is this Government's vieu, and approprint~- Swiss 

:~t~~:; : . ,(cont.) ., ; ·~~·~L,~:S~HFJ'Inl 
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authorities should be so advised, .the.t the validity or the 
in question i~not~in:issuo and'should not be put in issue ew 
authorities in the absence of affirmative renunciation b;v the 
J.merican. Governments. concerned~'' In any event, it would seem 
such action and inquiry :might, on hum::mitarian,grounds,. if. no 
be postponed until,after the· ?1ar,. and you should_ so .inform the 

Gover~~n~<--, . :;·{i~Jt~;~;: , •i;~:Y;~,~:·.~:. ' ..... • •., . , :'J);J;\:};\ .. 
. For','your._information, · Kullmann has :reported _that .the Swiss .• 
. . : arc defini t~i .that any approach to tho· Gerrnons. ;ilould ' 

only. be ; 'ineffectunl:~biit·: would 'do ;.more _ harin 'than·· good:i'l;.This · 
ment 'cannot:''rigree _,)'Tith;thrtt vie'w •. :i'· The Dep-artment· rind :'the War.· 
Refugee:_Board have\reasons to.:l:ielleve end are. strongly ,of:, the 

. t it::is ,of ,the. utmost: i!!lportance-,and can only help persons 
subject\t.o'-·ememy·:perseClition''that Ger6nn authorities be kept· c 

· tinuously! a7Tare th~f-the· treatment· of'Jews and· others;in•c:u..,· mv--, 

controlled'areas isl~eing':followed with the closest atte~tion.· 
.• !.f -~->:5~~~·~:;";.:_:. i ':(·;;··,:·-:<.... ' 

Please lceep·thei:Department·advised ·of any developments. in 
to·this situation~ 

. ;:~\~M;J-~)- .... .. ,~;:i{Rt~~.~i 



cases", si.tcJ:i,; T1FJrsnns 

·better. 
. . . . :·. .. versucl:l,passpor:ts) .. 
Tiith<l~t/<mch, passp9:i:-ta~ ··such:'porsmis. \vo\l.J.d· be "-"·'w·, "'ll'J" 

de.~ ~~·f~~~~\:F ~i\: ·:"~:\~i~~~~~;H.):f~:,:.:t?;;~;:~}Ii:.::~{·)\i·:·r::~:i;.l~::N:;'·-·'.· .!~i')g;~i~]E)." Idf! 
.. Thcrc, plight of :the~ e ~:rSri.igees.: wa's ~h(r subj oct 

tho Department by tlie''Polish /ill!bassador in Washington · .. c m .. Dece:mbo3r1•2l 
. 1943, in. support of.the,' request·· of his. govornillent that this,. Go·ve1enn1ent·bo;• 
· intercodE)·:on hum~nitariiu1 grounds ·to · s'ave tho persons. concerned· 

. '. deportatiori .. td-. PoL.'l.nd 'by !'interceding 'to prevent the 'ilithdra>lal of; v ... ~~·~,.-,, 
· passports· .in ·cases- ·in. Ylhich they ony have boon improperly iss_uod .. :: 

. • . -! . . , ···-.~: ·_-·-. ">::: __ ,J:'~~:Ji~:-~~,> .,·_,..<',,';c,,:,-, .. ,"" 

Tho :ron'o~rlng are_ excerpts from· a· report·. ot· Dr. Kullmalm>·· 
·Director·. of the: Intorg6vernmental.Comnittee; ;1ho has recently 
. exhaustive· investigatio~ of the l!Jatter· in Svdtzerland :.

1
:,• QUOTE 

estimated ·that 4,000 .(passports) have boon issued from B'ilir.z·er.Lalla.•:arlU 
it is knoTin that others have boon issued froo other noutral.·nr•n>•+•·{ 
including Suodon. Socia inforoe.rits estioatod the total. nunbor 

. . high as nino to ton thousand but some thought that it did not 
~ .,;·:· .. < In Srritzerland it (the securing of tho pe.ssports) 

;';::/,:·>!)r.'•.:individuals and reachcd,'such proportions t!o..at 
·.·i'.'.:·~;;r~:~f·7.'.:mont had ·to· 'intervene; ~'Legal·.action ·:was 
'.I·~::;?g,~i}/,:i,organizers· and at the:. same tirie· enquiry Vll:.S • 

. ;,<:;:''"''~"';of sooo of: ·tho. ro.presentatives:. of. :·tho. South:: Anlm,l<~alrl' 

}tgf:' .. ·.~heso .traJ1h~.t~o~s ·.;::;(~j:;'~~;;;:); ~;·;:');:\~J:·T~:({·: ~)':\: i-';··.'·<.:n;:r'\Y·!;\'i.i{•ik\·i-Ni,\y;::;~i',~ 
·C·i .';{,;··: There seems uf,'tle. doubt• tliat 'the Gorman 
•. ,:. ! .r. · .. ~;; what has . been going· o_n• but for reaspns of their .. 
. :: ;:-::0}~:):~ .. not adopted a gorioraFpolicy of'vdthdrawirig. the.pa 
· . .. : '?'·!,\'''. ... many cases the possess1on of. these docunonts has afforded\•.tho 

~.; ~2!;,:;;·: 1 prot()ction against ·persecutiori' and /evan special t;r:eatmerit· 
··l::t:~ the camps·,· in other ·cases they· havo afforded 'no 

., .: -;: r(; .. t_.lf,~· .. :·,·,· ., . ';r;, ·• ;:•; .. : ... . 
(~\ . ··· (cont.) 
'-I· 
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· of' P<issports, ':it . not folloVT that the :Department · 
intercession i1i·:a.isituatiori,in v1hich tho lives of, so nany ,.,,.,.,..,nn" 
stake/

0
! The Department and the:War Refugee Board, ngree.. . 

r1hero: thousands of: hoo.an lives lie in the balance because· 
and enemy· pers'e~uti'ons' ·appro'priate .stops should be taken:i'tl 

.. nonrecognition· by ,i;ho Germans of such passports.·'·· ·· 
-· .. ··c:i.~·;._· .: · ·-<;'¥j!,v·, .>;:<'r:':'.,· ,,,._._ · .. i . .: : .. ::, . 

. <The Dopartment:understands. that i;hese passports 
face to. have been· issued by competent of.fic:i,als, are 
are cancelled. ·While Department agrees that tho Govorn;:JOnt 
arc accredited is entirely 11i thin its rights iri cancelling such .. · .. oa:ssno•rt;s 
it urges that the right o.f cancellation bo not. exercised 
shall have reachod:'a· place·. o.f sa.f<::ty; so that the,.act. ;qf.-,_.ca.nc:oJcLa ~J.cJn;<:o;;-.'"•'' 

• Shall riot' be' in ;.,e'ssence > COrldetnnation Of thO hoidor::to("·; .. ,T.r!,..T'l r1•1 

~All that:is here :asked_is.thB.t. ::the ·Govornment to· 
deal Ylith·.the questfon··at. a.time;,nhen it> shall; 

"'"";i~~'~ilfi'"J.jilfff'~···.····. ;.· .· 
,. ' .' J • . 'i '.·. ;~:); ~ :.\ /''~-- . . . 



·reme~il.F~ction wi qq~ernment., __ _ .. _ , abroad-have:?issuecFtll 
. false documents which<.these persons, possess ,/·:,-.The ,n,;n,Bn<em"' 
repeatedlr':that- the. State::Dep~tment has': ·n.,_,·,·,--"·' ,.,_,_,," 
the Governments. concerned. to- find .some-. means of· a.t . .te•v:t.a,,J.o•n 
compl<;!te ·:recognition,of nationality. or by ?Ssuming responfl'l.nJ.rr't>•rr: 
other way, ~or·--the- victimized' persons. ,. Kindly inform me; if: 
authentic~ii;\V/e have ·now: clandestinely received .inf'ormation that-
because· of.: some alleged ·action bY the- Spanish Embassy inJlerlin, 
protecting': power of the Paraguayans, these persons are a,bout;t'o' 

- ready have_ been removed. elsewhere by, the German authorities .. 
~ Foreign.-Interests Division has told me inf'orm&liy that ',the• GO'V'eJ:nni:errt{c>f 
Spain had been· reque11ted by- the Germans to inquire intcVthe 

':·only of the, Paraguayans. but of all suspected_ claims, and :that .... - +h;,.,.··- nr,-,,.,,,.-n_ 
- ments denied responsibility and claims. However there' is.· not a.v-".t.~B.LJ.l." 

to me a complete picture of the affair. - -

'- The follovring four persons who claim U, _ S. 

t: _! _,:.:;: in the list of internees concerned:. '·:jNettie and. t!;~;]bB~i~~~·~~:;~~;~~~· .i .\· -~-)~<,1,j,/ Hagar and -Hirsch. : According, to the:}ecords·::or- the· Lega'{;~<:>Jria,": 
·;.i)i~·R~i)X; for documentation of:Nettie and· Lieba: Viachtel:arid 
~'-)il:1-•1ft'L · zens nere subnii tted-'to<the· Department;>,.: In· a:_ re<ce<l. v·edl:·_!-rc<Jlll';t;.tlLe';",;;;v.rJ. 

; •;;i'<:/!l!d!~;:, -authori tie a• and' transini tted' 'to ;•the ;Department .as--.u;~g<n.J.on S.~-Q~lSp!H;c:n:~>~l\' 
\ _·:pJ:jf~~<~:;>6o37 dated. September':J;>Malka Hager. nas · · 
• '< XS.\W+i~t: ne have not.-yet received .. the· :Pepartnient s _de cis 

:. ,:';_::·,;~tiW:-~_·-.claim~::~:~::::: .- ~-:~if::2{l~r1:~,-~lt -~f~·~~~;n::-.. -
<0H•>,--· of' the f'ate awaiting ,the- above described group and __ .. _. _ 
'· .;~<;:;.-;~·· :~possible to. arrange nith :authori tie a of: ·Germany an exchange;. of''Ge:rnulml' •·':r :,:,:· 

'.-'::~1:;::(,(:: who may at_ present_ be --in-North and South America ;;f'cn;' 
'":\':]'{.::~1:· - . . .. ·. ' ,-_ \ . "· .r:' . .'. 

jj' (cont.) I 

'-





· .. ; 
···.:, . 
.'·5 ·,,I; 

·· Not,ii~~i~r~~i~li~~;~~~~··· 
· \oi:'FOLLOWING:FOR;~MINISTER HARRISON' ~~~,..,·cc.· 

.. . ::;;':{.~~~~~,~i.\J."~~;~:.· .. :·;(!)',:t}~)~;~~:~;\·~/~~ ' : ·;:.· ·.. . 
·.;::Following, our il81 

-your ·1994 of;'M~rch 'Jl',·, cu .. v"''"'5.u 

·bette~ .treatment'\to, J e~s of.'Pollsh :'ori.girl:cno·.La . .LJ:ig;,pa.:>:;•P.c'~5••:;,.<;;fli:"!-l 
'documerits:',issued iri; the' names of' Datin .Ainerican. 
clear,~ft::woUldapp\lar:-,that'they·incJ,.udEi :(I)'some; 
'considered> exchange material aga,inst GermanS 'in. the ··:1 o;rQ··~+.,.,..,,·· !J,SUUoip!lie~,e· 

. ( 2) soniei .fear ;.that, the:i,~;)ll-tr:eatment. might · 
conntries·a pre.:.text fo:r'.'further-lin1iting the 
ties ·or· Germans--resident. in such'; countries • 

. • ·,:;. .. :~.:.. ;. .:. ( . -~· ·._::; . ~-:>~ 0' '\. /.~-,~;~:-; '· ~~( :.."·:/~ :-:~- : ~ ... ~~-· .. :~: .. ... ~' ,; . 

.. The measure re-ported in'·your 1958 of March 30 may be' 
-that Germany is beginning to doubt whether such Jews are '-'U'""-'-U"'-'-"'U·'·"'·" .... -­
change material and whether. their treatment \Iould affect 
Germans in Latin America •. _·This Government regard,~;-:;:i.'l;· as.-, 

• these doubts be :promptly and effectively disspelled.>·· :····: · 
<:; ... . J,·! . ', ... ':.; .-'· :.: ~ .·. . '. • : :,.·· \ l ....... · . .:; ·' .. !·:!:: .. ,-.~\: .· ·:· 

Accordingly~ please request the good offices 
in informing· the· Germ&na that _this Government is 
\7ith Latin American countries for a further exchange of ,Germans· 
Western Hemisphere for persons in German-controlled territory 
this connection,, the United States considers that.-all pers'ons:. 
and elsewhere holding passports arid other · · · 
of Latin Americafl ,countries .will be -eligible 

. ~~ta~e~~i;;· •. ·;i~as·~- ~'e~~l~~;~~~~; . . ... 
advise the· Germans .. that .. in. the ·meantime·· this· Government·: 
persons· will be: accorded ::the'- same rights/ privileges';at,d. 

-the German Government'< expects: will, .be·: accorded :·to , Ge.rml~ml'. 
Hemisphere. You may' add that a considerable· ntimber ::·u,_,, """'"'""" 
interned,:byvarious'Latin American couritries:have· · 
countries in the' custody of .the United Sta'tes· 
custody within. continental United. States. ; , 

":,: '.\,'\' 'I.. . .•. · .. 

( cont,) 
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1

~ ;. · · · ' ~- ··:· ·_··~.~~ ..... _!_.__ ; · • ·· 

;._,<l··.··:·:~-;~l,E~;;i~~-i._'; __ ·:.::.~.-. · .. · : · W~·~~;~~ee Bo~d:\~nds .th; -~~llo~~~ for;&rle_.rumoaEISEictc 
F: " .~:,.: .. ;:(~iin~J:i:~~ik·/.·~~:-:-·,.~;>;f::·i·-~-;~:_,:;{i;;r~Y;\~~~:·c;::~'~:\:./~.:~·\> ~ ... · · :: ·: · · ~, _." 

. . ·, 1'•\'.~There are .interned at. Vittel~· Belse.:rr-J3e!'lle•n 
~t~:.;Berga.u .. ai4:.~~mpiegne and. possibly at other places ·in enemy . erJdi;6r·v··;~;;-r;• 

.· ,;,::~· and areas)c.ontrolled.byo,·the,.:enemy'a large' number 'Qf .persons·~· 
~>.;,of' whom are: Jews, holdi~g-·consular documents; passports and· ~· -+"'"''"''~ 

. .. ;!.:';'<,issuect:·in-,,the· names of; certain. Latin American ·countries. 

'f~~.' ~~~; I~[5t~:~,,~~!0,.i1 "07M~L~'0J;C'.··ili·:.>:t 
:·?-:ii•?~i<!/· . ... The Germans presumably know that .the:Polish Jews' in 

, . ;;·tSii~f(:{f.): obtained these .passports. and other documents in an e]:tl:a<)r<l~nary, momy,,..,. •. 
, -};:~·:i}:·'· · •. ·. In spite :o:f ·this 1 they. have received considerably _ 

_ ,,' ~;;,'<; ·.. ·is gener~y.'received by,Polish Jews. But for the· fact that they 
. •, in::~ possession o:f these papers' most if not all of these iriternees, 

already ha,ve been transp~~ted to· Poland to their death~ . . -_ .. , 
. ~ ;.· '. -~ ' 

Intercross has some.measure of access to the camps>in Vi 
Tittomoning;, and Compiegne. In Belsen-Bergen and_Bergau,, . 
has no access, conditions··are reportedto bebad.·.· ,,,, ... ·,o·.:.•,•,.u.• 

',. . ~ . 

2. Late in 1943; thei Department received reports 
holding Paraguayan papers were threater.Gd with the danger of' 
to Poland and death. Since these perscns are generally of' · 
tho Polish Ambassador at Washington earnestly sought. our 
an attempt. to save their:lives •.. The Department assured; 
Ambassador· that the Department would .take such steps as· 

; .-'_.1 

on behalf. of•:.these unfortunate people 'ilho 'are the'. victims . 

..... 

-~ ', ....... 7 '~ • • •• 

· .... ·,, 

(cont.) 
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On February 29;1944, Sir Herbert Emerson, 
. ::'.>" · Intergovernmental Cornmi ttee ,.. informed us -as follows:· 
' \'"·: ., '. '•/it:· .',,.·,,, '!: -;. 1,< 1 ' • · 1 i ' :\, 

.,, '>,\',:;;_;.: · ,:·~-· There s~e~S:''t·o' be little d~ubt that· the G~~m8.n:-.'eLut.norTt1e 

...

.. ·_-~_;'·.··· .. -_'-:.·.~ .... : __ ·: .. _:_;·.··_, __ ;.·~·:_.,I_ .. :_; .... :_ .. '.-.··.·.· .:i; =~~:o~f~~~B:;e::afe;~l~~~n~f ~~~ ~~r~::~~~~~! '· 
._. .. for--reasons ·or:•:_their :ovm.·:;.In many. cases· those .nho .possreEIS·<ii'.i 

· ·•· ;1 . these documents> have• .been afforded .protection · 
: .. ;::;f{()( . ·';,~nd. in. some or:: ;the ·.:crunp~- ·.possessio;;, 0 f these clr)("lm•m·~'" 

'

·::· __ l_•_-· .. ~._·;~1 \;)~ji~;_: .. _:_;!,:_,,&,-__ •.. d.,·· ... -.-.·-- • even\'obtainech'speciial,,treatment for. them· ,r. 
_< , - .: instances~· es:Pepially, wher'e· thi(per~onsconcer·ned .Ue·re<'-:'!JiOt 

.. . :interned iri'campg~,.iho protection at ail.!las' 

, .. ,, 
·-. ,>:-·. -. 

,· 

,'~~­

·'Jl 

. ,,-.. 

... -. It;. seems that. originally) the' Gernian/authori tiEis •. 
. hope. 't-hat. these:\ persons .Yiith SUch so'uth. American 

. might·. constitute .·a\ basis: for' the,· exchange:·. or 
.'in· South American-~countries ani:l. it ·is not -irn,nrob•ab•le 
stiH have vague hdpes 'of this~t.:.other. · .. 

. _ ·. suggested to· account. for·. the_: incon~istency, o:f 
·'··taken· by them •. ·:_H01'iever ,' they.:lrave ·recently boeri · 

inquiiies concerning. tho .. genu:ineness. of. the docuinimts,. 
some of the protecting powers .of the South American ·fw•ve.rn>me•nt~s 
and lists of persons concerned have beon·submitted,with 
view. to V~J;'ii'ica.tion. . · 

1 
,. • • • 

~ ·. ·,' . 
Thcrefo~e, sir Herbert recommended that an 

t'ilo points· 'to the govornnient.s in uhoso: names the passports . 
'internees \7erc issued: First, instruct:lons to the cffc.ct·that 
have been confirmed. should .be gi veri• to the protecti.TJg po1mr_ if,·~ .. ,~.· __ ., ... -., 

·.the protecting po1mr:, on the request of' tho· German authori tics·~;- s_ . 
lists of··pc>rsons vii th such ·passports; and tno, tho governments ·concerned. 
should not \7ithdra'i7 tho passports -;1hich have boon issu0d, · 

4. Tho follm1ing is the substance of a 
Harrison. · ·. ·' -\· 

·.We have 'secr~~~£·::~~cei~~if~~orrnation 
of the Gorman Government • have· either already movea_.?-'tne•se 
olso<mero or are 'about·· to romove-:the·m' primari,ly · ~o'caus 
some alleged 'action· by· the Spanish· Embassy: in Berlin:as-
Paraguayans protect:i_ng po\7or ... :·The. Swiss Foreign' Trite-,..rist.R.·:• 
Division· has 'ir>..formally t'o1.d'. nie :that the· Germans:. 
tho'Spanish.Government.to.irivestigate the bona, 
of these holding·Pa'ragliayan 'passports but of. all'''"'"H'"'"'''u 
claims and further :.that. other·· 'governments pqns:i]:):~li\t~(i 
andclaims .. · ···;_;,;>::~'·· .. -,.·;;]~·:_. -~. 

·,. :- ·. .,',, (~~~~;) 

. ,,_;l,!jJi\\ .. · . ·. ;,;,;; ;,::,;~;;;k\E~;:·:.t'. 



--~-t 

"'"' 

thought b_e'.'nrob,~b:Letlla 

· guarding·J.hi3 :.u vas ··of· thes'o Jntorrtees ·unless 
that theY:: are to be considered eligible' for . . 
civilians interned in: countries of ~the Wostorn .Hemisphqro 

: l·' <;\~t~-~~i;~' :_:::8. -~- ~;~<~~J;~-,~t~-i~-:~~l'_ .. ;)?·: ' __ ..-. .. ~. ·:·~:-::~~~:'.!::_;~!-;;_~. :·.. . .. ~ :-. -:·-.. ~ -;<t" \;:-.-.:~·: ;:_· -;·; '· 
The folloning is the-'substance:::·of. a cable rrhich. 'i/0 

Legation\)!o~;::~~~·~;,'~~i;L:'. seek .t.he' ~;f.(ss Gover~~nt 1 S··v..· uu•u•.u•·• 

in informing-th:e German Gover!llllent; that this . r,..,,.,,{,:rn~ro~•n+ .. 
'i.uidcrtaking discussions ;';i th Latin American· ,..ro:w•i".>·i '""'' t·.n,. .. , 
further exchange of persons in German-controlled: areas 
Germans in countries of the f!ostGrn Hemisphere and the.t, . 
this connection, it is felt by the Uni te;c~ States that e.ll 
persons in_ Vi ttel and olsm·Ihere. uho hold ports. and· 
documents;j.ssued:.i~i~he namos,:.of the La 
concerned :'srill·· be.~_eligibledor.(the 'above m"·n~.wuc:•e<. 
· \- ·:·_:_.~:.);-:;':,:~i ·-:· ""''-~_::;-} ::_;·:.: :,:~.:~~11/i~~~::)J\-~~':\~4~;: · -~- .Y:\·-~-;;;;~::~~.~~:· · :,~.__· ~~~·. \·. ;_: . · · . · · :1\i.:i;:-,;": :",::,_::;·;.;.\ 

_: :.:;_,_'A t.•,the~'same.•,t,ime'', :.you should,.request: '-cnce~::a1on:ro·nr 
Govcrnm(mt/ a uthori t:l:es : to· ad vi s<r: the · 

· meantime: thi's' G6vcrninen:t: expects." that . . . 
accprdod. the' 'sam~:::i:Jr_ivil'eg<>s f:LW.nlunities', , · ·:·· -~.um1Gs . ·Gna,:u• 
German· Government\.-e:J~:rioc ts' -v1ill· bel. txt ended.!· to ·;Germans··-"in;-:coun 
of t.::c Western HiJm~;3phere. It:may be added: .. 
of ,German-·civilians:-:v:ho 'iiere.;..intorned: by various' 
courit.r:i os have· boon.::pracied.:by.·: ~::Juch countries. · · 
tho United States and•they-arsdn. such custody• . _ . 

. continental United·States at .the· ~esent time •. '''('' 
. I ·., '··-i (~~nt ;')'' . · 



in Latin· . .Ji~~·i~an he.vo 

discussio~.~-.?~4\~h.~s su??eot ~:· .. ·; ·. ·. :';·; .::ci,\{::·?·: • .·. 
7. In ·line rrit.P.·these steps Ylhieh riroceed from.thia'·r....,.up;.,.;r .. i{~,;,f. 

determination to mal(c every attempt in this· humimitaria.n:· ,._,.,". ····•m, 
·urgentlY reprosEmt -to ·.the Government <Of Sp.-:1in ·this· Gnvm~nn,fin 
·preoccupation nith. this project,,you '=iili advise' it 
Tihich are, planr.cd 'i7i th'the Latin: American· cotuJ.trHls 

. a further.'··.exch::nge·,·of ··civilians. ':Iith:Germcny, tha.t· 
persons•:.holding La'tin·' American~]Je.p~rs' ·located 

eligible· for · · ·· ~s·: outlined above, · 
. ·' SUCh;;;;_XChango ,:tho '\,<<JTUii;Ul"·';:li.L.~-1'.:'·"-'"'"'~·y 

. . Gormans)oxpoet 
eivei.·i'rom.· 

... . a!I;~~~;T'~~~i-< · ·. ·. . .clear 
· ment.' tha.t:Lthis Gbverrirnent :e.:~pects· that 'Spain; ;.for-. 
and in t~?· interest, !:o,r,I1umani ty; ;\v:i.ll; do everything ooss:ro.Le.·.-vo.' .. ""­
these. poople: >lha ·ar.e .. •.threatene<i ·.mth .. death ·tll:l:'.•JU.J;:h.·n<)·~ 

. We specifically request .that yoU' a'sk: tho Spanish f:n1TA't'nOJ<'!!nt;c 
: accordingly. in· Y.adrid imd Ber lih :. and: that·. instruc 
.~..,= .. ~-~ .. Ambassador~in'.Bcrlin to ~fford these people· . 
protection' and that/'steps be taken at once by tho upanJ$n, r..i1-u·P.rrinien1 

. . . offset .'the: :i.mpres.sion.that may have )een . created fn·. 
· to the alloged~;_absencci ·of interest :or :tho 'ilcst6rn Honiis 

tho treatment of persons· r;ho hold~ par.icrs i;osuocl' in 
the Western Hemisphere.'· · ,'. . . · ·: .. :·· 

... 1·:. ---!~} . . 

In. pi--cscnting: tiic fcircgo±'ng to the.Spallish :r.n_vA't'nmP.rit 
. you explain that: this· proposal" is on ·a .level.· apart 

·different from ariy· discussions of a political or e6oriomic:,naT.11rE'""''r.w<eR 
our· t':Jo gcivernnonts. Tho. issue invoi ved concerns .·elemen-tary 
considerations only rEnd is completely non-political. The 
Govornnont is loath to beliovo- that in an issue of this n,;, 
not cou."l.t on Spain's .. wholehoo.rted and· im.'!lediatc C<)Ol)ai~at;icm 

/:'.':: ,, :1_,-,.._ •. ·., ':•_:·;~}:'~:·\:_ - ··.-<:· __ ;:.';\;,,_:-··-.. · ''"····"·'"·····'·' 
You should ·mruw-:e;very 'effort '.to· ~secure· the;'returni 

238 nho·, according.<,ta. the· ·repor:t: made· to ~linister': . . · .. 
evacuated' from Vitt'of •. :Emphasis.shill;ld 
be placed ·on the 'Pr<?bl.om cit safeguii.rdirig· these · 
requested. that in. ro.porting this i specific. a"' hi nr•1' .. 

~ko yo~ gonoml(~~\t .• )1ji)t~;':f' 
.. _•:_;'( ._;}.;:<:~. 

_..,: .. _ ·::_ 



·;·/::(:.; 
~ 

. · 'hini .' inforinally:that: 
·_ ·. · req · : - :the:Germans'to inqUire into;. 

certain'.·tatin:.American:passports'i :held. O.J.,internees 
tory• and 'that' the\ Latin; American governments .have.' 

· asA:wen ·as-. anY:"claims :of''.the. persons holding -
appreach appr6)Jriate 'of'f'idals of' the,. ' ' "'-nl ·~n·:; vn 

·are accredited and 'inqUire whether_.it: has received any· such~-
- through the government. _of' Spain or;:•otherwise'fronr _the· r,,.,.n;,m, 

respect to ,•the validi,ty ·of: passports held by such internees 
. inquiry []as been made~ pleas~ ascertain the nature' of the_·, •A<mrln"'" 

any. ,:~\·,' _- , '·:,·:>. ':'.i''4;~: ·, .·,. - ':· , 
In view of' the' perilous situation)in which these intejr!lElell ,J.J ... liJ.,.':·j;··· 

- themselves-,;_.the conclusion:.has· been ·reached that perhap.S·· 
saf'egua~ding the lives of'. these --unfortunate_ victims of' 
is f'orthnth to initiate through. proper channels negotiations .-P~~···-~n::::·"' 
exchange ·of' nationals'for which these people _will]Je-'eliglble •. 
templating such exchange negotiations, it is not'expected tha 
ment to which you are accredited vlill physically admit any 
into its teTritory even on a temporary or tenta'!;ivebasis. 
mentis prepared to,take f'ull responsibility_for e,lla-rri~-J1gElme:nts• 

. necessary:·to :route these· persons to .places· e.t:se'1 'lfl<lre 
~< .- . > -:.,_; .. ~·~:· \_ . _ .. j . ~ ~;:• ·:;. ~;;.;\;./ •. ~·, :,·--:: .. ~:1 ·.:~~;c:.f,:~~>;·?-~::.-~:·t.',-. : _/~:~~~?:·:·;(::·: . . ' 

Proceeding ori., this' b~;sis ;;)please •appr.OaChithe ·c.~WO<'rnmpn+ 
you are· accredited·. wi th.cthe,- r.equest•,that it': give: 
Government. of' the· United States·.:approaching ·the 
through approp:date" channelsc:with ·a:"view to 
Please- also advise. ap:oropriate:/officials of the Pa:raguayan· <M•VA·:rn,me.·nt 
that similar- requests:-are· beinii(inade of. other'Latin American 
it .being .the hope ·o:r- this Government·, that it will be ·put .in· 
·to initiate exchange-:discussions on·.a ·hemispheric: basis_.:~, 

- ·,:_:-,:: :): - , •;;_;::: .. (~:~~t}' ·.;' ·, :.,''. <:;::·.: \~ I .. ~.>-(1~(-(:·J:l :d\i3SliFIEm<:~J';'i( 
_; ·'· : : : .,._.. ~ • •!" • ••·•• .~.:· 

~· ; 



adn~~:~uch off'ic that i~ ~ny exchange negotiati~~~- . 
entered "into, it.•is . .of course.-understood that ·unquestioned. ".c".c"'"·""· 
the Unite·d· States."and of the--Latin Amer:l.can countries will· 
by this-Government· as being in a category tled to 

ot~~!\~;:;v:_~>. -~- .;;:A\~;;~\t~;_),t·.:.~£::~~:s:Wi!{,i~/:::,;:.::r. · .. 
. ~Please also'\re'ci1!est .:the'-·government to. yo.u are. , 

on humanitarian, gtgiu:fds ;: affirmatively ·:~a. ·appro.ach the G~rman. 
ment .through· thei 1-p:r:&ttect:i.ng _p'ower .with· a_-demand that :the. -liyes 
persons'::holding~:pas§ports~;issued ;in its narn~:(_clr. . . 'its: CJ.l;J.Z.elllSJ;t: 
on: theJhasis. a.r:·c.C?n~UJ.ar:.d(J~umerits; be_safeguarded· a· no.,,:crta-c 
all 'rfghts,. pr1vileges. and: l.mDlunitJ.es accorded :·_to ._ ... N __ ,,., 

eneniy:c'natfonality;;:_to~-wham'· the, Genova· Convention· ·rega:rd:Ln~(' the·,·tJr.e~ 
nf-prfsoners. o:twar'fis. currently'applied.by ana· l.Of!V~ . 

.' : :: -.<~~.~~r~~j~{:~{~~.~~ ~-- -:~~i~~·}::;~~~~-~:~:t~: .·~:~-~}(~\:;-;~\:~\ :-;-=: ;-~i~-;:_ .. ~;\'/;:-:~:~··,.)~ ~:~:::(.) ~:f_) .· 
- .. ': ·:rn"view or: the' imminent:'danger. in'whfch. the 
themselves' ·_ybu 'are: reql.msted~to.act· vlith. the' ....,.o~-~ 0 ''"'·''"'' 0 

' .. ·~\~~~~i::-? :_:-. -":'. -<:'-,;:~:~·:·\~'·~1{~:(~:---:?·;·~;-·:· '!/~-~s:~;.·;f/,:.~.-~:'.:-.... -, ': :._:-~ > .:~ ·. . ._-~·;_-.;~~~ . . . . . .. . -. 
; :Finally; we :-c·ammuni~ate_:tq' you~ for .Communication 

. to which. you are· accredited/. the. substance-,.of a cable :whichc_ .. -r.n'"""T"'"'r. 
ment has sent to•our Minister at Bern as follows:·· QUOTE .J!.Ll;Ilotli<IJt.'. 
motives·, of the Germans lli according ~etter. treatment t6 Ems 
origiti: hald:i.ng passports and ,other documen-ts issued in the>. 
Latfii.Ainerican countries are not too clear; it would appear 
include' (1) some hope that they might. be· dpnsidered .exchange 
against Germans in: the Western Hemisphere ard (2) some f~~r 
ill-treatment might_:'afford 'the Latin American countries·· a~·.,.,· ·~o·>o-~t-.< 
further ·H.niiting the· freedom and economic activities· of '-'"'".'"'"""· ,.,.,,..,m,m: 
in such;_ countries. · · 

Th~ measur~ reported in your 1958 o~ Ma;·ch':3o 'may be 
that Germany is beginning to doubt whether such Jov1s• are co•ns:j.dered 

. ·, 

change material and whether their treatment wo•.lld affect 
of Germans in Latin America;· . This Government regards·it: 
that these doubts be;promptly_ and effectively u.c'""'· ue: •• .~.c:u.,.,.,, 

-: .-<:~~-·-J :· :. '· . · · . ."" .{" :·~-~i!~-(- :::~: .:.·:.~.:-·:_.;~~~-::-::-~ ... ;~~;_ ~ ·; .. ~ .~. .. : -·,,; ~--~ .;:·:~.l; >">::··;: ' >-;''i.:.-• . ...:,'e-.:i' 
· Acco:rdingly,..:'j please .. request· the good· offices of' 

ment in :-'informing'i;the. Gernians~.that. this Government. is· Uitde:r.takiril~:·· 
cussions'with Latiri American countries' for a further n;,.,;til,on;, 
in the Western Hemisphere. for· persons. in German":coli · 
that iri this connection, .the United States considers,tha 
Vittel and .elsewhere.: holding passports and other documents.·, LSHUAJ:J.. 

names. of. Latin American countries .will be eligible: for. · 
' ;•.. ,' : . .-.·' . ·.,-_::;· ,_•· .. ' . . -. ·; . ' ... ; . :." ·. ' - ' ' ... ·, ·._., ~ ·,. c'·~: 

Simultaneously~.'please. r~que~t the S:ppropriate Swlss 
advise ·the Germans_ .~hat :i.n the meantime this' {1overnm€mt .expe_cts .· 

(cont.) 





. '· . '. .... , 
-CABLE NO, · 22S2 FROM BERN TO THE BOARD 

.· ',_':. ·. ;·>··, ·-.' .. :..-._ ::.-_~_·: 
· ·ri>. :: . · ·, ·'):'April 13, 1944: · .. · 

., :-' . · .• ::~ :;;::,>:.-- •: :' '· .. ' -~~:~t~~'-~--.. 

:·:if.t;:;;: .. ·.. ::;~~1!-l'<' ,f~~'XF ··. . 
•',:- . Details of _approaches. which the Vatican made. T.o_•·--." .. '""':to•ns·, 
menta of;South'America~:Ln.•an:'attempt. to\work·out relief~ ,,.,..,,o.-.f•n.,. 

. ews internedi in· .Germanyi:or ::German~occupied; terri tory:,:whci: 
. ;issued by.,those'.Governments .were supplied,:to· me. 

-•. · the Papal:;;Nuncio Bern'j·~(Apparently -the q'uestion! 
. gration to'respective couritries in course 1of possi 
raised·in 'addition to.•the'question of recognition 

: The following· is the; substan'ce; of. _the replies~ . 
:.-~-:- ~-~~~~--~~:\/iY(:: -·,. --~.!_:.~~:~:~- -:~·-:::.:!~\1~~;:-'t;: ~:-~ __ : :·· ;:·<~-.?~>~> <;:: ~:-:f:~·--/: .. _ . . 

. 1. :.Because of laws· forbidding admission,,. a negative· 
,:made by;l;'anama with'·respect. to Polish.Jews.·.,;,,;;,:;·-_1 
- -~..'-<J.-'.<_.:,\/ ,,_··. ,',:·.- ·:.-_-----~----~~~->: · .. :;~::~·.: _ _-·/:,::_.~ :. ·':i_':·-. --~-=-:··~~},:?~~\.:: 

2, Both•. Nicaragua and. Costa Rica are disposed to rec_"·---_,· ,._ 
passports which their respective Consuls issuad•up to­
f!lmilies which could remain in· these. Rep1iblics only during 
the war if the families are neither industria1ists.nor ., 
farmers. ;ii,' · ·:· ~:-:>. · 

-1," 

3.- T~ey ~;uld be received in Bolivia. 
. -- . -_' 

4. A negative reply v;as made by Salvador a~d'_:G~temala·, 

5. Instructions to verify and recognize 
issued by Chile. 

6, Each case would be considered individually by ~I'uguay.; :: 
', ~- . --

7 •. _No action could. be· taken by Haiti,· •. 
,· ••• '::~_'( ·- • --:.: _; • : ., - ••.. r· •. -

8. 

9. 

10, 

Passports _could .. not:;'be. recogniz~d-by Peru. 
- . :··· . 

Pas,sports could be r~cognlzed byGuba if no' objecti~n is , _: 
made by Great Britain and the United States, · 

Passp~rts of ,Poli·~~·~;:~s at Vittel have 
Paraguay, 

·_- .. ·::: 



·T.r!A••,.,.,.•m'n~al c\'i8S . 

""'rrr•arts--.-.Lclc<t_1 ;ecL-.-.J m . Amer"ic~;·:.-;rewa who had- Paraguayan -'pas,nn7'r.s~· 
included: in:-the:list~bY:·Germany;~::A protest was made by 
•- statec:l:',tbit.t ,the:_'pa.'ssports- had;,_be~n _illegally issued and P"7'""uav--··;r:: 

J:ti.L "''"u' :to: recogiuze the:.' pas sports ;:,;• The Germans ui thdrew as a r_esul 
and 'Protection· was suspended' by Spain •. I have been further in-/ 

by·Nqncio'that this has-been·confirmed by International Red Cross, 
has prmnised its_/lzltervention-.'if:i:m exchange is objective con-:-_:;l -

on: Holy See 1s:'action • .: It is.>·not knoTin·'to me whether details -~:.• 
this proposal_ for exchange- and ititresults are given 'in Kullmann' s:· 

quoted in your telegram of -April 7, 1944, no. lHll. - I discussed 
th Kullmann the idea· of exchange and I urged him to foster it but ;r. -­

not previously !moun ,that the idea had been take!J.,.Up formally.: 
/J .. >~~~·.-.:. .'~: . .-;::.~:·. ·. ·~.:-.~-~-"· .. _, ... 
. . . -~ .. ~:·:\f~·;(: . ;~.:- . ~~ :~~ ; 

_HARRISON' 
:: ._, :. 



,, .. :._~ . . 

-:··:.c};.j_~ti A~~~~5.' 1944 ·' ... !:• ;:·· 

:.-:.·;~ _·.:-~:.:~_·_.\_-~_-_:.~_._;:_;:_-;_i_·_·.·~---,~.':._._~;-· __ ._: __ -.-.>-.'~-~-).,· .' .. :~ .-_~:···· .- - · ·• -,.'-;~~;r:):9-f<.~\ .. {' · 
___ > _t:_::·,~)· ::;;: .! _.:.·-·'·~ .;~ !~< : .. : c S;}/";::._ _ ... : ;·--.:~S;.;~/?~.}L': .·.;., 

· Having· memorized .'the: contents· _of Department's au gram· 
took-· advanta · the first opportunity to discuss.• these. 

· '. · Foreign•Miriister, ··'I.found him to 
. . . situation. and ;iii\ entire sympathy: with 

Dr; Parra.;,Perez.'informed.me\that be.;had already.been'appr 
this subject~by~representatfves of'the_.Refugee Committee. 
. the ::Belgli.im. Gover'ninent~:': He- eXiU-essed _ iof .. o'ur 

. te '·negotiations for: exchange.-ori,'•the . 

_-Y~.~~:;~~~:f·(i·D~~~~(J~~~; •.. · _ ;:.:i,;{\_)l(_ --::_•: .• _'.i c._;'·-. .'-'• :·:;•-.;_\,. ·.'/ .. ''·.:;~,!.S:~';: 
-... i.He said::'j:;hat he'had.'received no'inquiries through ei 
or Swiss· channels as to the validity of Venezuelan passports 
internees· in .'6ccupied.-:countries. '· He assured me that his GCIV€t'rruneon1;•;\-:·'i,:c:t 
_would: not ·"invalidate"'. any- such passports even though under _ 

·! let,ter. of-.,Nenezuelan.law governing issuance of passports•.their 
validation-shoUld become necessary-by lapse of time, He also 
me that his government would affirmatively approach the German Go·ve:rn•~.o!_-•;· 
roent through-the protecting power with a demand. that.th,e rights 

- individuals holding Venezuelan passports -or claiming•:aihzenship 
· basis of .consular documents be z:espected. . ,,··,:•· - · 

·'--~---~: 
. ' <'' ·, ~ .• 



.•.' 

'· ·: <::·~· . :':.·iprn26, 1944 

. . i ~;0",·: ·:;;J~~~~~~~~t·:~l1r;··. · ... ·:rti~i:.· 
. ;._. This';morning·:the• .. matters 'contained. in the· Department 1 

· April' ,20~Jrecei ved ;.J,a'st:~,'evening~· ·.were discussed·. l)y ·me. with.· 
.foz:'For_eign.,Affairs~:~.,;~:complete sue cess· on all.:points, . I .wa 
the 'Minister':.two signediri'otes.'relating respectively .to 'exc'.nallge 
tiations>:and:;.t~ the;ml:ite:dal 'at top 'of page thre~ of' 
iS unde~:_r_eferenCe~':';:oLater·~today Wec.will c_ahle· T.T'<lTI.q IAT',Hin•L 

,. : ·.: ·:-/.~-l~~~-~~~~ft)~.~;.~~;.:;~\t::~~f:/; .:~~~~~~~~~\~:;{J',;}f.~f;-~ ;.··._·,:·-:.(~~(·~~.-·I>: -~-~­
.. • Incpikies from' tile·: spanish Minis'ter eoncerning. validi 

passports'·have not been~received·.bY .. the Ministry for· 
and such;inquiries .as !DaY: be ·received later will be ignored. · 

:{j~~t . '·,~~~f;~,~·~1i .~> . . •' ~:~T' ...... · .. _ .. ,_,_,.,,.,, .. , 
~ . . : .,•r1· · .),: 



: ,• 

- May -1, 1944 
' r ",- :.> -, • • ;• ''' .- .:.:~."' 

.... ),~·~~~~;~ t~~~~j;q~:;1·f', '' · .... '·. ' · .. · " .. 
Witrr' reference ·to Department 1s A-118 of· April 1) and 

22, 6:45-p~m.,. the Department has now been apprized. that Papal Nuncio 
at Bern informed Minister' Harrison_ that Vatican had- attempted to' work 

_ out relief measures for _Jews holding Paraguayan documents and interned.·.-,::.' 
· __ by Germany;>-Apparently; the .Jquestio:ri of eventual 'immigration as result:,_ 

·of possible exchange was raised in addition to the question of recogni-:\:.,.-_ 
tion of ·documents. Paraguay is reported to have replied that the· pass->·': 
-ports of ~olisrr Jews at Vittel have b:en recognized by Paraguay._ " · 

- -

It is.- furtherc- ,learned from Vatican sources that the trouble arose­
when the proposal-was made to exchange these Jews for Germans located in\ 

- -·- South America. Jews who had Paraguayan passports were incl1,1ded in. the :'' 
list by Germany. A protest was made by Paraguay which stated that the )-L _ 
passports had been illegally issued and Paraguay refused to recognize.'fl;.he · 
passports •. · The Germans withdrew as a result of this and prote~tion was.­

. :suspended by Spain. 

At the time this attitude is reported to have been taken by Paraguay~.: 
the assurance contained in our circular airgram of April 11 had evidently 
not (repeat not) yet reached Paraguayan government. 

I 

Please,verify information received from Bern and reiterate this . _ 
Government's assurance that, in the even-:. of exchange, Paraguay will-not·' 
(repeat not) be expected to grant physical admission to any of the per­
sons concerned even on a temporary or-tentative basis' 

In the light of these assuran~es, -please impress U:pon the Pa.ragti.ayan:· 
Government the extreme urgency with which this Government views the neces­
sity of acting favorably without delay on proposals previously submitted 
and detailed in the -air grams under reference. You should impress upo11 
Paraguayan officials that since faiiure to act \7ould almost certainly· 
spell death for the pers()ns involved, and t,hat since no (repeat no) -

(cont.) 

DECLASSIFIED 
Stnto Dopt. Leiter, l-ll-7Z 

By R H. Parks Dat<> S£P 28 . 
. ··- .. -"-' 



·~ . 

CIRCULAR AIRGRMtTO COSTA RICA, ECUADOR, EL SALVADOR, 
1
HAITI, 

· .. · . NICARAGUA, PERU, AND VENEZUELA 

,·April 22, 191,4 
···;•.j 

,>/1~)/i', i ~'·~'iii .; . ' \, ' ' :, ,, 
Referring to the.Departrilent 1 s circular airgram·of April. 

a.m.;· find.:of._Marcli 31, :l;05:p.m., the following· is the substance~ 
message,received from:London by SirHerbert·Emerson,·Director of 
Intergovernmental Committee, ·vrho is·no'il,in W'ashingtont QUOTE A.''"'"'"'"'"'' 
cables:Jewish·:Agency;. Jerusalem,. nou commander Vittel Camp advised~>;: 
March 20 -about 250 to 300 internees holding South American passports:,: 
that they~were_ not· recognized by- government concerned. It is alleged • 

. these persons· already· isolated for deportation uhich caused paniC; and 
despair ... ':Agency here has partial list· of people affected, mostly 
Polish Jews previously put on list of veteran Zionists, Rabbis,:et 
cetera, for grant of Palestine' certificates. Agency trying to obtain. 
from Colonial Office· formal assurance to &1iss protecting ·po•mr that those 
persons pJlh:ed on Palestine exchange list in order to stave off 
UNQUOTE. . . . 

In vieu of the imminent danger which faces the persons iJlY~-iv.ed, _ 
and in the ·light of this Government 1 s deep concern for their weli'are,- ·' 
you should communicate to appropriate officials of the Government. 
which you are accredited the urgency nith which- favorable . 
and active measures along the lines described in our circular airgrams 
of April 10 and March 31 are needed. You may also v1ish to inform such 
officials that in addition to the approach to Sr1itzerland referred 
in our circular .airgram of April 10, \7e have also requested Ambas:o;a·au.r: .. ,.~.· 
Hayes similarly to approach tho Spanish Gover~ent. Please keep tho 
Department promptly advised of all developments in this matter•·:-'.' · 

·: .. ·· 

HULL-

DECLASSIFIED 
Stntc.~e~lt. f~tter, 1·11 .. 7!1 

lJy R 11. l'nckd.Dato::._~ £ P 





:-!.-.:. 

cmcULAR AmGRAM TO CHILE, cosTA RICA, cuBA, ECUADOR, EL SALVADOR~· 
GUATEMALA, HAITI, HONDURAS, NICARAGUA, PARAGUAY, URUGUAY,.AND 
~ VENEZUELA 

May 11, 1944 

With r~f~~ebc~ tb pr~~ious c~mmunications from the ·Depart~~~i(;~~ 
: the War ·Refugee ·Board ;regarding protection of refugees with.Latin .· · ...... ,: 
. American-/documents :in German-held territory, you·:are informed that pur-,. 
suant··.to:our-~instructions .the Legation at Bern has· advised the Swiss· : '' 
·Gove:fimientwith respect to claims to American citizenship by,refugees.·> 
in Ger~-contro~ed areas as follows: . ;· ;:;~::J'};c·.c: / 

. ·, ) . ' ' .• -~ ·.:. ·. ;-. _.,·;· ' .. ' .;. • . •' f , __ ; :.;_ -~~·-.f ._ ... ·. .' 

QUOTE ·The Department will undertake fully to investigate any.' •· · • , :. 
claim· to United States citizenship, asserted by any person within terri- .. 
tory under enemy control, upon receipt f·rom the Swiss Government. of all 
pertinent information available to the Germans relative thereto~· The 
claimant must be presumed to be· a United States citizen and must be 

__ accorded all the rights, privileges and immunities to which such citizens 
·''·'are entitled while any particular claim to United States citizenship is 

under investigation by the Department and until the_Swiss Government_ is 
specifically advised by the Department to the contrary, v;ith the exception 
that until the Department so authorizes financial as'Sistance may not 
(repeat not) be extended UNQUOTE. · 

You are authorized to advise .. the- go·ve:~nrner1t .. tcr'Vl'h±ch~v,ou-~rut•e .. ~~-·~~~-"·.-~:· 
accredited of the foregoing if you think it v1ill help to obtain . . . 
effective cooperation in rescuing refugees with Latin Ame;r-icandocuinents. 

The Legation at. Bern has also been instructed to requ~stSwiss>;·; 
authorities to obtain from Germany immediate return to Vittel'of. pre:.;: 
viously deported refugees >lith Latin American documents. · The Embassy at 
Madrid, pursuant· to our instructions, has obtained assurance that,Spain-

. will endeavor to arrange for. return of _deported refugees to Vi:ttef• 

It is essential. that demarche of Madrid Embassy be supported:by · · · 
similar lirgent repre-sentations of other American republics in. Madrid on 
various points covered in our circular airgram of April 11 and other 
relevant· communications. Please· act accordingly and advise us of results. 

HULI. 

Dl~CLASSIFTED 
Stuto Der,t. Lotto.·, 1-11-72 

By R; H. Parks Date · S E P . 2 8 





PRociRAMS viTTH RESPECT ,TO RELIEF AND RESCUE OF EEFUGEES:. 
EFF~TlliGRESCUE - . 

-REINSTATEMENT OF TURKISH CITIZENSHIP TO REFUGEES. lli 

. -. ·, '•' . 

'>while in Turkey in the· early part of. 1944, J;ra .rsc.hi~ rna,t1l'l,',,;;:t.he,·.B()at 
Special Representative,· took steps. to save some ·10;,000 Jews· 
threatened ~~th deportation because they had been·divested 
nationality by operation of Turkish law. The Turkish Gc>vernmet:J.:b.•\T<l.s 
to extend. protection to these .Jews by reinstating·.·~·!tle:ir T11ll'lki:sh ... c.:it:izi3n·-?i~ 
ship.· ·The British Ambassador in Turkey supported; this· ,...,,m,.~,.i·:''" 
the-Turkish Gcrvernment. to make the necessary representations 

According to a report from Hirschmann, by mid-March the' Turkish · · :. · · .· 
Govern':lent had a\lthorized entrance visas for about 700 of the lOjOOO Jews 
ofSurkish origin· in France.' Several thousand of these Jews of Turkish· 
origin are said to have .been deported to Poland, notwithstanding repeated 
protests by the· Turkish Ambassador to Vichy·. ··The Turkish Ambassador,.·· 
according to Ambassador Steinhardt, is continuing to·.pi:'otest i;lJ.ese acts· 
of the Vichy Government. Hirsch';!ann has urged that the .Board :cons.ide!"' ·· 
means whereby it might exert pressure indirectly cin ·· 
to bring a halt:.to ·the deportations · 
March 13). · . 

According to information subsequently reaching the Lisbonrepresenta:.:.: 
tive of the American Jewish Joint Distribu-G±on Conunittee, Ttirkish repatriO::'- · 
ates have been arriving in Turkey from France at regular· intervals and. , .. 
groups of fifty or so (Cable No. 1006 from Lisbon dated Ap:dl·'.l4)'r.' .. : · . 

• • J • • • . . :- ..... -·::: ~ ~:t~\;.:~.:·>~ :· .. ~ -. ·_-.: 
'.Lhe J3oard was more. recently advised that approximately· SOO:•T'tirkish .. 

Jews among those still· in: France are in increasing dange.r .of ·d.eportation;" 
Lists· of these refugees- are said to have been·':forwarded·, to. Ankara· by· · · 
Turkish consuls·, who are· now awaiting a decision concerning:. tlie1r· . . 
status. The Turkish Ambassador in this country is: oeing pressed .to lend : : 
every possible assistance in effecting the ·reinstatement o:f: Tlirkish "· :'< . 

·citizenship to these refugees (See Cable No.350 to Ankara'dated.April·.l9i·· 
Cable No. 732 from Ankara dated April 22, ·and .Cable No. 1242 from Lisbon: 
dated April 25.) . , · · ' 

· .. ·.··· 

(cant.) 



Ambassador· Steinhardt in Ankara subsequently' discussed again ~Vith · 
the .. Turkish Minister for Foreign Affairs the plight of these particular 
rel\igees. Specific .instructions on this score are said to have been serit 
to· the Turkish Ambassador at Vichy. (See Cable No, 1304 from Lisbmi 
dated April 29.) 

:,-

DEOLASS!F!ED 
State Dept:. Letter, 1-11·7~ 

. . . ;ByRH'P~rks·Dc';; SEP 2 8, 

"'" ,· .. : ... :. ,;;,.;,:,:d;·Li,. ;~·:;_;\..,.~\;,~[i~W1;1MdL 
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PROGRAMS WITH RESPECT TO RELIEF AND RESCUE OF REFUGEES: 
EFFECTING RESCUES . 

·~ 

RECOGNITION OF SPANISH JEWS IN ATHENS 
:_ .. __ .· 

·:·.i~i-~<::~~~:i~~ .. ·:- . : - . . .·- . . --
The Board has learned that some 400 Sephardic Jews, Spanish . 

·.:nationals residing in. Athens, have_ recently been imprisoned there· . 
· a concentration· camp •. Accordingly, a message was sent to Ambassador .. _::• 

Hayes in Madrid, asking that he approach appropriate Spanish officials 
to advise. them of the situation of this group. and to enlist the aid of' 
the Spanish Government in recognizing and extending protection to_.these. 
refugees, thereby torestalling deportation and almost certain death. · · 
Hayes was-authorized to assure the Spanish Government that funds will. 
be available for the support in Spain of such persons as may be evac­
uatedd:o .that country, and that prompt action to speed their departure 
from Spain to other places of refuge will be taken by the Board (Cable 
No. llOS to Madrid dated April 21). 

. ' . -_,, 

As a result of intercession by-the Holy See, the Spanish Gover~~·.··: 
ment has on· several occasions in the past been prevailed· upon to 
nize groups oT-Sephardic Jews in Axis-held territory as~3n!lrrl;sr>~lat±onals~~7f~.~"'~~ 
For this reason, the .Board also cabled Harold~T-ittmann,--'-U •. -S.~J~oJ:sJlgrG:_;_;..-.;::c~+~~l:!.i\'~--­
Service ·Officer at Vatican City, asking that he approach Vatican offi­
cials so _that the Papal Nuncio at Madrid may be advised of this situa­
tion and his aid enlisted in obtaining Spanish recognition and protec• 
tion for the refugees concerned (Cable No. 1414, to B.ern dated Ap'ril}24). 

- - .. ~- .. ~ '~\:!i;:~~\;I~::::;~:_.·< · .. 

:::.<>·>'·:. 
., -~ ,::_:;.::\-''... •\, 
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PRC<IRAM3 WITH RESPECT TO RELIEF AND RESCUE OF REFUGEES: 
EFFECTING RESCUES 

··. :_ . JOINT. EXCHANGE PROJECT 
~ .. 

'. -~:.~~Ji~~~;:~:·- . --.-' : 
_:;·.:~-}~: /··:, .· 
. ':' 

.-::v.J,.·- ._ .. -~.-;. ' - ,-._. ·:·.-_ 
· The ·Board has been urged by the World Jewi~;h' Congress 

special: joint effort,. with Great Britain,. to arrange ari exchange; 
in Germap.-occupied countries against German nationals- in Allied· countrie·s · 
The WJC indicated that the- candidates for exchange which it proposes are· 
some 3500, Jews holding Palestine immigration certificates and whos.e· names·. · 
have alreadybeen supplied by the British Goverruilent, through Switzerland­
as the protecting power, :to the Government of Germany. Germany· is. -said. 
to have accepted this principle of exchange, but the lack of German 
candidates has prevented· the exchange from materializing. ·Thfr holders of 
these Palestine certificates are now interned in special cainps and .are- in 
increasing danger of deportation as exchange arrangements are prolonged. 
(See Cable No. 2444 from Bern dated April 18.) 

In order to clarify certain aspects of the proposed 
ster Harrison in-Bern was asked to forward, if possible, 
information with respect to how the exchange proposal orig-inated 
respect· to-the-date and manner of the Ge,rrr~n-Gov·s~~l~ni;~;-~·ep•oFted-~~~~+ 
acceptance (Cable No. 1442 to Bern dated April 
from Bern dated April 24). 

' -- -_ \-~--~ . 

In response to this inquiry the Board was advised. that details.·w:ere . 
lacking in Bern but that official information could probably be obtained_· 
from London (Cable No. 2738 from Bern dated April 29)~ · 


