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February 19, 1943 

Dear ~'lhi tnoy: 

I refor to some proposed operations 

'flhich it was euz:;:;ested might be handled 

through Mossrs. Enrique and Raul Godoy . 

I enclose a copy of a strictly conf1• 
. 

dential letter v:ri tten to xne by the American 

Ambassador 'to Cuba.• v;ith some enclosures., 

The Ambassador th1nka this may lead you to 

revise 1our conclusions in respect of the 

usc to be made of these people . 

Encl osure: 

Sincerely yours , 

Adolf A. Berl e , Jr. 
Assistant secret ar y 

As stated . 

Mr. Whitney Shepardson, . 
Office of Stra tegic Services , 

Washington , D. C . 

A-B:AAB:ES 

'-
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1rHE FOHEION SBRVIOE 
OF THE 

UNITED STATES OP AMERICA 

AM!!;RICA~I EMBASSY 

Unbana, February 10, 1943 

Dear Adolf: 

•1ith raference to your vorbal indication to me during 
my December visit to \ashington respecting ~rique and 
Raul Godoy, shortly o.fter rrry return to Uaba.na .Mr . Ernest 
Cuneo from Donovan's office called on me , reviewed La 
Uetropo1itana situation and expressed the hope that I 
mlrht bo able to intex•cede with the Minister of State to 
obtain passports for the Godoy brothers to procoed to 
Spain for the nurposet:~ with which you and I are familiar. 

Sinoe there ia always a chance of a slip betwe€ln the 
cup und tho lip I deemed it unwise for me to roquest a 
Cuban diplomatic ptlssport for these eentlemen , but as I 
p1•om1sod Cuneo~ I did spoak to the !Un:tster of State in­
formally sayinG that I understood thEj Godoys might \1ish 
a Unito6. bta.tes visa and since I understood tb.Elt they 
could get priorlties for transportation across the At­
lantic and other\•1se we):'e responsible pooplo I had 
iesued instructions thD.t they should be given·tho V1l1a.a, 
and I thought he might bo 1ntorestod in this information 
e.s bearing on the iuoue.nce o:f t heir passports . The 
I.anister of State t hanked no, said it was useful and that 
he antioipatf'd no difficulty 1n connection \11th their c;et­
ting passports. 

An asp~ct of tho situation has now arisen however 
which mit;ht involve co.nplications end. embarrassments for 
the Godoys, the tlatropoli ta.na 1 possibly Donovan ' s outfit 
and tl'<..erefora our government . I onclose copies of postal 
intercept no. MI-160444 , and telephone intercepts nos. 
5349 and 5531. No . MI-160444, altllough not entirely 
surprising, is shocking. No. 5349 indicates t hat perhaps 
Enrique Godoy ia tryinB to get t ho samo piece of bus iness, 
whether on bohalf of La Metropolitans or only or h1msolf 

The Honorable 
Adolf A. Berle , Jr . , 

Assistant Secretary of State, 
Washington, D. c. 

is 
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is not clear. In t ho pt-ooess he ia apparently in cahoots 
with Guillermo Alonso Pujol, President of the Senate and 
one of t he most corrupt politicians in Cuba. As por no. 
5531 Godoy appears to be dealing with Jaime :Ua.rin6, whom 
I consider t he most corrupt of all the politicians here . 
\lhethcr Ua:rin~ would bo able to fix things up with Amadeo 
Lopez Castro--and t horefore M1~s, Bat1ata--1s another 
quostlon again. 

You wil l rocall tho.t in oUl" con,;crss.tion in \lashing­
ton I ax;;>roased doubt as t o the reliability of tho Godoy 
brotht;rs. I think my qualna hnve boen fully justified 
b:; tho e;nclosed intorcopts and ! thorefore question 
whe ther Donovan would r;ish t o be represented in such a.n 
extremel y oonf lduntial capaci ty by nen who would r esort 
t o t heca antics . Still more I f'etl!' t hat in any oxpos6 
vihicll ulght co..ao aa a rosult of' t rlla modified version of 
s.n Al Cupona-OtBa.YL."'tion rivalt~y the true ovmorship of La 
~-'iotropolita.~a mic;ht bo nto.de public nith reoultins ombar ... 
:>a.z smon·t .. 

~·hilo 1 under~ tend Donovan ' e organizat lon 1o not to 
opornto i n t u l s l.c..:il upbol'O, this OS$0 presents a fal J;•ly 
good domon:::rtr·u. tion o£ tho un\11Sd.otu o f taking on a.nyono 
1'ron t he othor t •epubli c:J in any capa c i t y and ospec ially 
in a confident ial ono without consulting our O\'tn rtisaion 
i n tho particul~r pl uco i~volvod . 

Of incidontul interest , the references to the 
upr-ofesaor" in no . 5531 J belivvo are to Ambassador 
Concheso. 

With all best wishes , 

Pnlt bful ly yours, 

Enolosuraa . 

(signed) Spruille Braden 

Spruille Brad.on 
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Telephone Censorship S~1'ial lTo . 5531 

St ation: liTTP Date: 1~22-~3 Time observation started: 2312 
Total time: 10 ndn. 

From: Dr. Alonso Pujol (D) To: Enrique Godoy (F ) 
Pr esident of Cuban Senate 
Waldorf Astoi'iv. Hotol 
50th St ,. & par~\: Ave,. 
New York, 1~. Y. 
Tel. No. EL 5-3000 

List: }l'A 

Recording identification 
12-0913B 10-20 

Lancuage 
S£anish, 

Godoy Zc Suyun 
Repru.'"to Kohly 
Havana, Cuba 

Tel. Uo. F'O 3060 

List: 6030 

RE.ASOU F'Oa HEPO:?r - OF G:::!EHAL I HTEREST .. CCC 1621 ... POLITICAL 

SENT VIA ~SLETYPE ATT #234 of 1~23-43 

F r eportinG on his activities sinco his departure from here states 
that ho saw Za:ydin, had a most ::nterost:tng tnlk. 'i'old h~m all otm 
points of interest and he tool{ good note of them. ·Pron1sod to tell 
Amadeo, no as to avoid a repet:tion of the occurrence at the -Em- . 
bassy mooting a. fo\f days ugo. Ho was under tho 1mpret:Hlion that 
efforts were baing made to eliminate the "professor". 

Saw Jaime and also explai ned everything to him. Took n.ote and 
pro~sed to speru' to Amadeo, but whil e in the waiting room, F met 
Amadeo, went up to his room f or a 45 minute conversation. Amadeo 
stated hi s sugcestions had not boen made with any view that they 
be harmful to P• s po:r-sonal i nterests. F sincerely bel ieves that 
Amadeo t ried to find a conciliatory way of adjustinG the matter 
at hAnd. However, Amadeo' s sucgestions had not been opportune 
and have not been mentioned since. 

D congratulntea P on his optimism about Amadeo. 

F further reported that Jaime and the '1professor11 ho.d a meeting 
with some of }i't s competitors and Jaime called one .of tho leaders 
and insisted that he drop opposition. Therefore F ho.a an optimis­
tic perspective. 

Spoke to Arturo, who i s not a legislator, Ria "neighbor" informed 
F t hat everything is centralized in the Institute and that F is 
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the preferred person. 

Also spoke to Sariego ( ? ) who is also very optimistic. He has been 
trying to obtain for F diplomatic status, but has encountered 
diff iculty in obtaining i nterview wi t h Jos6 Agustin1 as l\e was at­
tending a matter of frozen credits with Spain. However , favorable 
consideration wus Given the request , and as soon as the credit 
matter is disposed of, formula will be found for Pts appointment . 

D stated th!l.t he has the forr.rula , w1.11 tell P about 1 t when he ar­
rives next ~eok. 

F also spoke to Fernando and Voru Mendieta . who also have optimis­
tic vi ew, But r finda that that is not t ho way the general public 
sees it, sinco public opinion radintos from tho sugar crop prob­
lems. D suggests not to give much info~~ntion to those two, as he 
will explain this matter personally to F on his arrival, meanwhile 
not to cr eate new associates o.nd cut them short . 

F stated that he had seen t he "pro.fessoru had lQng conversation. 
Stated {the professor) that F should not have gone to someone else 
with complaint, and if he had not seen him before it was duo to the 
numerous conferoncos and work. 

RF:BS 

Copy/ nnny 



frON~ID:EN'l:'IAL 
Telephone Censorship Serial No . 5349 

Station: NYTP Date~ l-19-43 Time observation started: 1320 
Total timet 11 min. 

From: Enrique Godoy (F) 
Godoy & Sayan 
Metropoli tan Bldg . 
Habana , Cuba 

Tol. No . M 9860 

List: 6058 

Re~ording 1donti£1ce.tion 
l4 ... 0446A 45-56 

To: Guillermo Alonzo Pujol (D) 
Cuban Sene. tor 
Waldorf Astoria Hotel 
!low York 01 ty 

Tel . No. ELD 5-3000 

List:; UA 

Language 
Spanish 

REASON FOR HBPORT ..., COO 1621 - ECONOMIC AND POLITICAL 

S~NT VIA TELETYPl'.. ATr 168 of 1.,.19- 43 

F called to request D•s help in obtaining interviews with Premier 
za:ydin and Col. Marine r~garding a aer-tn1n deore~, nature of which 
was not disclosed. He is quite concerned as ntha foreigner 
(evidenta.ly an American), the man who 1s responsible fo.r t he 
400 1000 tons" has been ta.lkine extensively with his friends nt 
the Institute, and as t his man repvosont~ a competitor , F feEu•s 
he will lose the businoss. :0 assured him he would immediately 
telephone above named centlemen on his behalf, and promised to 
r eturn to Havana in time to swing things his way. 

Note: This point of conversation was somewhat vague, l{o direct 
mention vras r.tade of the deal in question. 

Conversation turned t o the sugar problem and F s.tate-d there \1&s 
a general attitude of optimism. Jose Manue.l (Casanova) told F 1 
uthings were moving on china vJheelsr•. Arturo (tiafiaa ) is equally 
hopeful and because of conversations held between the Ambassador 
and othot•s it 1 s expeeted thincs will come to n head in two o:t' 
three days. Thore will not be any c~nue !n tho quantity or 
price; t ho only modification will be in shipping oxponsea and 
t ho 400,000 ton stook pile. .Expoct~tions are that an in between 
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proposition will bo adopted in this connection. 

F continued, all business is paralyzed. The Government refuses 
to deal with any other probloms but the general public is very 
hopeful. F foela a decision must ba reached within a week as 
othorwi.se a very 0 unoo:mforta.ble" ai.tuation wil l ariae. 

Obaervatlon by IBl.~;ES 

copy/mmy 
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Frorn1 J, c. Pagliery 
Manager and Lav~er 
The London Assurance 

Dat$: Nov. 30, 1942 
Language: .Spanlah 
Examiner 494.7 

Postal Censorship Record No. MI-160444 

To: Sr. Amadeo Lopez Castro 
EmbajQda de Cuba en Washington 
\-7ashi.ngton, D. 0. 

ECOUOUIC 

nUSPICIOUS TRANSACTIO!~ BY SUGAR & IHSURAUCE 
. COt!PAlTIES 

The envelope contains two lettors. A translation of the entire texts 
of both is quoted below. The cover lotter says: 

"Dear Sir : 

"You will rocall our introduction of 1h" . 1: . t.tontouliou, and 
the conference about a plan f or ·an insurance policy to cover t he 
1943 sugar CX'OP. 

nin this conference t ho idea came up of fortifying this opera­
tion, g iving 1t the angle of charity t o the Pol1omol it1s Hospital 
t hat is sponsored by t he wife of our honorable President. 

''In aocordanco wit h the suggestion I wrote a. letter to tha 
wife of the President, a copy or which is enclosed, making use of 
our mutual fr1ond., Mr . P. Alvaraz Canas, in order that tho letter , 
t hrough your wife, will reach Mrs. Batista. 

"This morning Mr. Alvarez Canas called me saying that he had 
spoken w1.th your w1.!'e (EX: Mrs . Castro) who told. l.fr. Canas that 
she gave you tho letter, which you put in your pocket, in order to 
make the negotiation possible during your present trip to Washington; 
and that 1 t tl1ll be oonveni ent to write you reminding you of 1 t , at 
the r1£ht moment. 

"Another advantage of the plan, which I bave omitted, is that 
tho commissions c.ould be split fl!1d t he money remain in Cuba. 

ttr have confidence 1n yoW' aid. 
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Manac;er and Lawy~r" 
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The other lettor1 a carbon copy, sent w1 thin Cuba, is as follows: 

11 Mrs. Elisa Godinoz de Batistn 
Presidential Palaao 
Havana 

"Dear Madam:-

"Uovembor 4, 1942 11 

"For the 'Poliomelit1co' Hospital that you propose to estab­
lish, I wish to make the following insurance doal that will permit 
you to obtain at least the sum of ~101,250.00. 

11There exist recent instances of a similar operation used in 
the pur•chase by the United States ot: Amer·ica of 400,000 tons of 
sugar, whlch deal will facilitate the negotiations that I \nsh to 
n1ake now. 

"The following fieures are provisional, and will be deter­
mined by tho Institute Cubano De Establ1.zacion Del Azucar and the 
Aasocl acion Cubana De Cor.1panias De Segura: (l~: Established 
Cuban Institute of Suear, and Cuban Association of Insurance Com­
panies): 

"Crop 1943 sacks of sugal, ....... .... 26,000, 000 
11 ._,nrehouaos monthly nverago •••••••• 6,000,000 
11V al ue •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ~~45, 000, 000 

"The premium tor n year approximated 1..5%.. This premium will 
be determined b;r th~ Insti tuto Cubano De Establizaci on Del Azucar 
and the Associacion Cubans De Compuniaa de Seguroa. 

1115% of the px•emium will be dedicated to the hospital. 

"5% of the cotlllliasion for the Insl.li'c.nco Companies that will 
participate in this insurance, ao there will be no reason for com­
plai nt. 

"5% remaining f or the one who signs for broltorage, manipula­
tion, and also as Agent and Lawyer of the London Assurance. 

"Whatever doubts you Tiish to clear up, I am at your disposal 
and wish to bog only one thing, that you keop this matter confi­
dential. 

110ne is abl e to cal"ry out a a1milar operation in honey. 

"As 
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"As the time is short, I have to ask your special attention 
to this matter. 

"You can be sure that I w-111 put tho business in the hAnds 
of the Association of Insurance Companies, and in case you prefer 
an American Company, I also can make a similar proposition. 

"Yours sincerely." 

copy/mmy 
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 
\ J WASHINGTON. D. C. 

~:tm'l' N' b "1 2 ~ 942 ~- ovem er .L , .t. , _ 

Dear Mr. Berle: 

Raoul Aglion of the de Gaulle miss~cn in New Yorl'.: t ells 

us, "i.rery confidentially of course ? that in his opinion General 

Giraud should form a North African Government in North Africa, 

drawing for this purpose upon the local French officials o . 

Over and against this Tixier and Andre Philip are plugging 

hard for de Gaulle. 

Aglion fears that the British are now going to support, 

or at least encourage, de Gaulle as against the support which 

we are giving General Giraudo He calls attent ion to the fact 

(if it is a fact) that de Gaulle was :tnv·ited to l unch with 

Churchill last Sunday, and t hj_s was the firs t invitat ion of 

the kind for mor·e than a year. 

Aglion foresees a conflict between de Gaulle backed by 

the British and General Giraud backed by the United States . 

Sincerely yours, 

t\J 
DeWitt c. Poole 

The Honorable A. A. Berl e , Jr~ 

Assistant Secretary of State 

Washington, D. Co 
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# OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 

('"' . \ \94: J WASHINGTON, D. C. 

November 12, 1942 

Dear Mr. Berle: 

Raoul Aglion of the de Gaulle mission in New York tells 

us, very confidentially of course, that in his opinion General 

Giraud should form a North African Government in North Africa, 

drawing for this purpose upon the local French officials •. 

Over and against this Tixier and Andre Philip are plugging 

hard for de Gaulle. 

Aglion fears that the British are now going to support, 

or at least encourage, de Gaulle as against the support which 

we are giving General Giraud. He calls attention t~)the fact 

(if i t is a fact) that de Gaulle was invited to lunch with 

Churchill last Sunday, and this was the first invitation or 

the kind for more than a year. 

Aglion foresees a conflict between de Gaulle backed by 

the British and General Giraud backed by the United States. 

Sincerely yours, 

f\ J 
DeWitt c. Poole 

The Honorable A. A. Berle, Jr. 

Assistant Secretary of State 

Washington, D. C. DECLASSI Fii:i) 
E.0.13526 ! 
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July 27, 1950. 

~ 
Re: National Conunittee for A Free Europe, Inc •. 

Dear Averill: 

Your pressing work must be rearmament. Yet when respite 
permits, perhaps you can give a little attention to the National Com­
mittee for A Free Europe. 

NCFE was conceived by George Kennan, created by CIA, and 
is suspended between it and State with contact only through Assistant 
Director of OPC, Frank Wisner. Finances (two millions plus a year) come 
from CIA unvouchered funds. It needs more guidance. It is headed by 
former Consul General DeWitt C. Poole (designated by CIA); its Chairman 
of the Board is Joseph Grew; its Chairman of Executive Committee, Allen 
Dulles. Active Directors are Dulles, Poole, Lucius Clay, Frank Altschul, 
myself and two or three others. 

NCFE has an office in the Empire State Building and a radio 
station in Germany and is commencing broadcasts to Poland, Czechoslovakia, 
Hungary, Rumania, Bulgaria. Frank Altschul supervises that; he wants 
full control. It subsidizes National Committees of all these countries, 
--political figures exiled by the Communist. Allen Dulles supervises 
that. It endeavors to salvage some intellectual remnants by supporting, 
modestly, exiled scientists and intellectuals, with help from me. 

This is our chief East European political "counter-attackn 
program. It involves po l itical policy so close to military policy that 
it is beyond the scope of any private group. Dealing with undergrounds 
or their equivalent requires most delicate and responsible decisions. 

I need not stress to you the importance of this. American 
policy will be one thing if it depends only on the American Army, and 
another if it depends also on overseas popular support, crystallized into 
organization. 

Could you have an assistant go into the situation, briefing 
you on the f"acts, then perhaps calling in Poole to consider the matter? 
I have, of course, consulted him before writing you. If the next 
Russian strike is in the Balkans, handling the contacts with which NCFE 
is charged would become of top importance. 

Faithfully, 

Honorable W. Averill Harriman, 
The White Ho~se, 

Washington, D.C. A. A. Berle, Jra 5 (p --..----
'· ' ' 




