
 
 
FDR Birth Announcement.  Franklin Delano Roosevelt was born on January 30, 1882 to James 
Roosevelt and Sara Delano Roosevelt at their home in Hyde Park, New York.  This whimsical 
birth announcement was found among the papers of Sara Delano Roosevelt and demonstrates 
that FDR was known as FDR from the very beginning.  From the Roosevelt Family Papers: Sara 
Delano Roosevelt Papers. 
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FDR’s First Letter.  Young Franklin Roosevelt’s first letter, written in 1887 when he was five 
years old, was to his mother Sara Delano Roosevelt who was ill in her room with a cold.  He 
addressed his mother as “Sallie,” his father’s name for her.  The drawing of a ship was included 
with the letter and reveals FDR’s early fascination with sailing.  From the Roosevelt Family 
Papers Donated by the Children. 
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FDR Letters regarding Polio.  In August 1921, Franklin Roosevelt was stricken with infantile 
paralysis (polio) that left him paralyzed from the waist down.  Already a widely-known public 
figure, FDR’s illness was well-publicized, and many people similarly afflicted anxiously sought 
news of his recovery.  His reemergence on the political stage at the 1924 Democratic National 
Convention was a triumph for FDR personally and for polios across the country.  Throughout the 
rest of his life, FDR never lost his optimistic view of life and the hope that not only would he one 
day walk again unaided by braces or crutches but that the polio disease would be eradicated 
from the globe.  These letters are just a small sampling of Franklin Roosevelt’s conversation 
with average Americans and medical researchers alike about polio and its treatment.  From the 
Franklin D. Roosevelt Family, Business and Personal Papers. 



 
 
FDR’s Note to Eleanor Roosevelt about their Anniversary.  March 17, 1933—just two weeks 
after FDR took office as President—was Franklin and Eleanor Roosevelt’s 28th wedding 
anniversary.  On that day, FDR wrote a note to Eleanor (whom he called “Dearest Babs”) 
concerning his dilemma in selecting an appropriate anniversary gift for her.  From the Roosevelt 
Family Papers Donated by the Children. 
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Letters between FDR and Bobby Kennedy about Stamp Collecting.  From an early age, Franklin 
Roosevelt enjoyed stamp collecting as one of his favorite hobbies.  During the presidency, the 
State Department and White House correspondence offices saved for his collection interesting 
stamps from around the world.  FDR encouraged young people in their stamp collecting as well, 
as this letter to a young Bobby Kennedy, son of Joseph P. Kennedy and brother to John F. 
Kennedy, demonstrates.  From the President’s Personal Files. 



 
 
FDR’s Original Sketch of the FDR Library.   As an amateur historian, Franklin Roosevelt was 
concerned about the loss of the historical records of prior presidencies.  In 1937, FDR 
envisioned a new kind of research center—a presidential library where his papers, memorabilia 
and other collections and the papers of his family and associates could be placed and made 
available to the public.  FDR’s vision was realized in 1941 with the dedication of the Franklin D. 
Roosevelt Library—the nation’s first presidential library—on the grounds of the Roosevelt estate 
in Hyde Park, New York.  This sketch reflects FDR’s initial architectural design concept for the 
Library that was largely adopted in the actual structure.  From the President’s Personal Files. 
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Statement on Signing the Social Security Act.  One of Franklin Roosevelt’s most enduring 
legacies is the Social Security system.  Through his New Deal series of programs instituted to 
stave off the effects of the Great Depression, FDR sought not only to put people back to work 
quickly but also to reform the government and economy in such a way so as to provide a safety 
net should another economic downturn take place.  Social Security was designed to provide the 
average worker the means to live decently through periods of unemployment or at retirement.  
This statement was read by FDR upon his signing of the Social Security Act on August 14, 
1935. From the President’s Master Speech File. 
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Einstein Letter.  In the summer of 1939, a group of physicists, including several who had fled 
Hitler’s Germany, met to discuss their fears of Germany developing a uranium-based weapon.  
It was decided that the best course of action was to inform President Roosevelt immediately of 
their concerns.   Because Albert Einstein had a previous personal relationship with the 
Roosevelts and was internationally well-known for his expertise, a letter informing the President 
about the dangers of a nuclear chain reaction bomb was drafted for Einstein’s signature.  This 
August 2, 1939 letter was personally delivered to the President on October 11, 1939 (the 
outbreak of the war intervened) by Alexander Sachs, a longtime economic adviser to FDR.  
After learning the letter’s contents, President Roosevelt told his military adviser General Edwin 
M. Watson, “This requires action.”  The action FDR required would evolve into the Manhattan 
Project.  From the President’s Secretary’s Files. 



 
 
Bedside Note.  In the early morning hours of September 1, 1939, President Roosevelt was 
awakened in his bedroom at the White House by a telephone call from his Ambassador in Paris, 
William C. Bullitt, who advised the President that Germany had invaded Poland and that several 
Polish cities were being bombed.  After FDR gave orders that all Army commands and Navy 
ships be notified at once, the President wrote this unique “bedside note” documenting for 
posterity how and when he had received the news of the outbreak of World War II.  From the 
President’s Personal Files. 
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Draft Pages from the Four Freedoms Speech.  In his Annual Message to Congress (State of the 
Union Address) delivered on January 6, 1941, President Roosevelt warned the Congress and 
the nation of the peril faced by the United States and the world's democracies from aggression 
abroad.  The ultimate defeat of aggressor nations, he believed, would constitute a victory for the 
underlying principles of the democratic system of government.   In this Fifth Draft of the speech, 
we can see Roosevelt’s own handwritten revision of the principles he defined as “four essential 
human freedoms”: Freedom of Speech and Expression, Freedom of Worship, Freedom from 
Fear, and Freedom from Want.  Roosevelt’s concept of the Four Freedoms would guide his 
leadership throughout the war.  From the President’s Master Speech File. 
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Draft of December 8, 1941 Message to Congress.   President Roosevelt was having lunch in his 
White House study on December 7, 1941 when he received word of the Japanese attack on 
Pearl Harbor and other Pacific installations.  A few hours later, the President dictated a short 
address to be delivered to a Joint Session of Congress the following day.  His handwritten 
revisions—visible in this December 7 draft of the speech—made the “Day of Infamy” speech 
one of the most memorable in American history.   From the President’s Master Speech File. 



 
 
United Nations Organization Sketch by FDR.  By late 1943, FDR was formulating ideas for the 
postwar peace.  Critical to his thinking was a new United Nations Organization.  This sketch, 
made by the President in November 1943 during the Teheran Conference, reflects his early 
concept of how such an organization might be structured.  It includes a main body consisting of 
the forty United Nations in the Allied coalition, a smaller Executive Committee, and what FDR 
termed the “4 Policemen”— the United States, Great Britain, the Soviet Union and China.   
From the Harry L. Hopkins Papers. 
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Undelivered Jefferson Day Address, April 13, 1945.  President Roosevelt was scheduled to 
deliver by radio a speech to the annual Jefferson Day Dinner, a major event on the Democratic 
Party calendar.  On April 11th, the President read through the initial draft of his speech that set 
forth his vision for a peaceful post-war world.  As was his custom, he made handwritten 
revisions, re-arranged paragraphs, and inserted new language.  At the end of the speech, he 
added the simple but powerful phrase “Let us move forward with strong and active faith.”  They 
were the last words that Franklin Roosevelt wrote for public utterance.  He would die the next 
day, and the speech would remain undelivered.  From the President’s Master Speech File. 


