
Einstein Letter.  In the summer of 1939, a group of physicists, including several who had 
fled Hitler’s Germany, met to discuss their fears of Germany developing a uranium-
based weapon.  It was decided that the best course of action was to immediately inform 
President Roosevelt of their concerns.   Because Albert Einstein had a previous 
personal relationship with the Roosevelts and was internationally well-known for his 
expertise, a letter informing the President about the dangers of a nuclear chain reaction 
bomb was drafted for Einstein’s signature.  This August 2, 1939 letter was personally 
delivered to the President on October 11, 1939 (the outbreak of the war intervened) by 
Alexander Sachs, a longtime economic adviser to FDR.  After learning the letter’s 
contents, President Roosevelt told his military adviser General Edwin M. Watson, “This 
requires action.”  The action FDR required would evolve into the Manhattan Project.  
From the President’s Secretary’s Files. 
 





Bedside Note.  In the early morning hours of September 1, 1939, President Roosevelt 
was awakened in his bedroom at the White House by a telephone call from his 
Ambassador in Paris, William C. Bullitt, who advised the President that Germany had 
invaded Poland and that several Polish cities were being bombed.  After FDR gave 
orders that all Army commands and Navy ships be notified at once, the President wrote 
this unique “bedside note” documenting for posterity how and when he had received the 
news of the outbreak of World War II.  From the President’s Personal Files. 



Draft Pages from the Four Freedoms Speech.  In his Annual Message to Congress 
(State of the Union Address) delivered on January 6, 1941, President Roosevelt warned 
the Congress and the nation of the peril faced by the United States and the world's 
democracies from aggression abroad.  The ultimate defeat of aggressor nations, he 
believed, would constitute a victory for the underlying principles of the democratic 
system of government.   In this Fifth Draft of the speech, we can see Roosevelt’s own 
handwritten revision of the principles he defined as “four essential human freedoms”: 
Freedom of Speech and Expression, Freedom of Worship, Freedom from Fear, and 
Freedom from Want.  Roosevelt’s concept of the Four Freedoms would guide his 
leadership throughout the war.  From the President’s Master Speech File. 





Draft of December 8, 1941 Message to Congress.   President Roosevelt was having 
lunch in his White House study on December 7, 1941 when he received word of the 
Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor and other Pacific installations.  A few hours later, the 
President dictated a short address to be delivered to a Joint Session of Congress the 
following day.  His handwritten revisions—visible in this December 7 draft of the 
speech—made the “Day of Infamy” speech one of the most memorable in American 
history.   From the President’s Master Speech File. 







Draft Joint Declaration of the United Nations.  In December 1941, shortly after America 
entered World War II, Prime Minister Winston Churchill visited President Roosevelt in 
Washington D.C.  The two leaders drafted a joint declaration of principles to be signed 
by all the Allied nations fighting against the Axis Powers.  This declaration became the 
foundation for the modern United Nations Organization.  Roosevelt and Churchill 
engaged in lengthy discussions about which nations should be included in the 
declaration and the order in which they should appear.  Roosevelt prevailed, and the 
British colonies were listed as separate nations for purposes of the declaration.  The 
formal joint declaration was signed at the White House on January 1, 1942.  From the 
President’s Secretary’s Files. 





United Nations Organization sketch by FDR.    By late 1943, FDR was formulating ideas 
for the postwar peace.  Critical to his thinking was a new United Nations Organization.  
This sketch, made by the President in November 1943 during the Teheran Conference, 
reflects his early concept of how such an organization might be structured.  It includes a 
main body consisting of the forty United Nations in the Allied coalition, a smaller 
Executive Committee, and what FDR termed the “4 Policemen”— the United States, 
Great Britain, the Soviet Union and China.  From the Harry L. Hopkins Papers. 



Early Report from Gen. Dwight D. Eisenhower on the Progress of the D-Day Invasion, 
June 6, 1944.  The Normandy invasion began during the predawn hours of June 6.  
Back in Washington, President Roosevelt and his advisers, including Army Chief of Staff 
Gen. George C. Marshall, waited anxiously for early news about the operation.  At 8:00 
a.m. London time, on June 6, Gen. Eisenhower cabled this top secret preliminary 
progress report.  From the President’s Map Room Papers. 





Reading Copy, D-Day Prayer, June 6, 1944.  On the night of June 6, 1944, President 
Roosevelt went on national radio to address the American people about the Normandy 
invasion.  His speech took the form of a prayer.  This is the copy of the speech from 
which the President read during that historic broadcast.  The date and time of the 
Normandy invasion had been top secret.    During a radio broadcast on June 5 about the 
Allied liberation of Rome, FDR had made no mention of the Normandy operation, 
already underway at that time.  When he spoke to the country on June 6, the President 
had felt the need to explain his earlier silence.  Shortly before he went on the air to read 
his prayer, he added several handwritten lines to the opening of the speech that 
addressed this point.  From the President’s Master Speech File. 





 





Tube Alloys Aide-Memoire.  Following the Second Quebec Conference in 1944, 
President Roosevelt and British Prime Minister Winston Churchill met at FDR’s home in 
Hyde Park to discuss the further development of an atomic weapon, which the British 
code-named “Tube Alloys.”  The result of their meeting is this September 18, 1944 aide-
memoire that defines the Anglo-American agreement as to the weapon’s first use, post-
war collaboration between the two powers on atomic research, and the importance of 
keeping the new technology a secret from the Soviet Union—a foreshadowing of the 
post-war tensions to come.  From the President’s Map Room Papers. 



Undelivered Jefferson Day Address, April 13, 1945.  President Roosevelt was scheduled 
to deliver by radio a speech to the annual Jefferson Day Dinner, a major event on the 
Democratic Party calendar.  On April 11th, the President read through the initial draft of 
his speech that set forth his vision for a peaceful post-war world.  As was his custom, he 
made handwritten revisions, re-arranged paragraphs, and inserted new language.  At 
the end of the speech, he added the simple but powerful phrase “Let us move forward 
with strong and active faith.”  They were the last words that Franklin Roosevelt wrote for 
public utterance.  He would die the next day, and the speech would remain undelivered.  
From the President’s Master Speech File. 









 


