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ISADOR LUBIN, 1896-1978 · 

Biographical Sketch 

Isador Lubin was born in Worcester, Massachusetts, 
June 9, 1896, the son of Harris and Hinda Francke Lubin. 
Lubin grew up in Worcester, where his father owned a cloth­
ing store, attending local public schools and Clark Univer­
sity where he majored in economics receiving his B.A. in 
1916. He was a graduate student at the University of Mis­
souri, 1916-1918, where he worked under Thorstein Veblen. 
Lubin became an instructor at Missouri in 1917. 

In 1918 Lubin interrupted his academic career to be­
come a statistician with the u.s. Food Administration. 
While he was with the Food Administration he made a survey 
with Veblen of farm production in the midwest. In June 
1918 Lubin was appointed a Special Expert with the u.s. War 
Industries Board. In September 1919 he left government for 
a year of study at the University of Michigan where he be­
came an assistant professor of economics, 1920-1922. 

In 1922 Lubin became a member of the staff of the In­
stitute of Economics and a member of the teaching staff of 
the Robert Brookings Graduate School of Econo1nics und Gov­
ernment where he received his Ph.D. in 1926. These insti­
tutions amalgamated in 1928 to become the Brookings Insti­
tution. Lubin's association with Brookings continued until 
1933. He was an associate professor of economics at the 
University of Missouri in 1924. He was an economic adviser 
to the u.s. Senate Committee on Education and Labor, 1928-
1929, and the Senate Committee on Manufactures, 1932. In 
1929 Lubin spent about eight months abroad studying govern­
ment control of the radio industry. He visited Britain, 
France, Germany, Switzerland, Norway, Finland, Palestine 
and the Soviet Union. 

Lubin was appointed u.s. Commissioner of Labor Statis­
tics in 1933. He held this post until 1946, although he 
was on leave of absence, 1941-1945. Concurrently he held a 
number of other positions. He was Secretary, International 
Association of Government Labor Officials, 1933-1946; 
Chairman, Labor Advisory Board of the Federal Emergency Re­
lief Administration, 1933-1935; Vice-chairman, u.s. Central 
Statistical Board, 1933-1938; member, Advisory Committee to 
the Federal Coordinator of Railroads, 1933-1936; member, 
Technical Board of the President's Economic Security Com­
mittee, 1934-1935; u.s. Representative on the governing 



body of the International Labor Organization, 1935, 1937, 
1941, 1945; member, Cabinet Subcommittee on the Economic 
Status of the Cotton Textile Industry, 1935; member, Indus­
trial Resources Committee of the National Resources Board, 
1937-1943; member, Temporary National Economic Committee, 
1938-1941; member, Executive Committee on Commercial 
Policy, 1940-1943; Deputy Director, Labor Division of the 
Office of Production Management, 1940-1941. 

In 1941 Lubin went to the west coast to formulate an 
agreement between west coast shipbuilders and unions to 
prevent strikes. In 1941 he became Special Statistical As­
sistant to the President with an office in the White House 
where he assembled and interpreted statistics on American 
and British production. In 1942 he became Director, Sta­
tistical Analysis Branch, Munitions Assignments Board, 
Combined Chiefs of Staff. In December 1942 President 
Roosevelt sent Lubin to London to confer with Lord Cherwell 
and work out an agreement with the British relative to no­
menclature and classifications for the statistical data 
that he and Cherwell were exchanging. 

The President sent Lubin to Europe in January 1945 to 
study economic conditions. While there he visited the 
small part of Germany then occupied by American forces and 
reported his observations on conditions there to General 
Walter Bedell Smith and General Eisenhower. In March 1945 
Lubin was appointed u.s. Representative on the Allied Repa­
rations Commission. As such he went to Moscow in June 
1945. President Truman asked Lubin to go to Japan as a 
member of the Reparations Commission but he declined for 
reasons of health. In January 1946 Lubin resigned his gov­
ernment posts. 

He returned to private life to become President and 
Chairman of the Board of Confidential Reports, Inc., a 
theatre auditing organization owned by Universal, Warner 
Brothers, Columbia Pictures, United Artists, RKO, Selznick 
Studios, Republic, Eagle Lion and 20th Century-Fox. He 
also became a member of the board of directors of Decca 
Records. He headed Confidential Reports from 1946 to 1951. 

Lubin's absence from government was brief. He served 
as an economic advisor to the Department of Commerce, 1946-
1947; consultant, Office of Statistical Standards of the 
Bureau of the Budget, 1946-1954; u.s. Representative, Com­
mission on Devastated Areas, 1946; u.s. Representative, 
U.N. Economic and Employment Commission, 1946-1950; Eco­
nomic Adviser to the u.s. Delegation to the U. N. General 
Assembly, 1950-1951; member, Advisory Committee, Korean Re­
lief and Reconstruction Agency, 1951-1953; Alternate u.s. 
Delegate, 7th Session, U.N. General Assembly, 1952; u.s. 



Representative (with rank of Minister) on the U.N. Economic 
and Social Council, 1950-1953. 

Lubin next entered government service when Governor 
Averell Harriman appointed him New York State Industrial 
Commissioner. He served in this post from 1955 to 1958. 
As Industrial Commissioner he was not only administrative 
head of New York State's Department of Labor but also an ex 
officio member of the State Youth Commission, State Vet­
erans Affairs Commission, State Civil Defense Commission 
and the Interdepartmental Health Committee. He was also 
Cha irman, New York State Committee on Refugees and a trus­
tee of the School of Industrial and Labor Relations at 
Cornell University. 

Dr. Lubin had been a trustee of Brandeis University 
and a director of the New School for Social Research since 
the 1940's. He was Arthur T. Vanderbilt Professor of Pub­
lic Affairs at Rutgers University, 1959-1961. He was a 
member of the American Economic Association and the Ameri­
can Statistical Association serving as Vice President of 
tile latter ussoci...1tion in 1937 and President in 1946. lie 
was a Fellow of the Internationa l Institute of Statistics. 
He was a member of the America n Arbitration Association; 
Chairman of the Board of the National Child Research Cen­
ter, 1930-1935; an economic consultant to the Twentieth 
Century Fund, 1960-1976; a member of the National Commis­
sion on Money and Credit, 1959-1963; a member of the Coun­
cil on Foreign Relations, 1949-1978; a member of the Board 
of the United World Federalists; a director of the Eastern 
Life Insurance Company, 1960-1972; a me mber of the National 
Planning Associ a tion; Chairman of the Amalgamated Shirt In­
dustry Pension Fund and Chairman of the President's Rail­
road a nd Marine Workers Commission, 1 963 . He was a trustee 
of the Weizrnann Institute of Science, a member of the 
Executive Committee of the American Jewish Joint Distribu­
tion Committee, Chairman of the Committee on Overseas Pro­
grams of United HIAS Service, a member of the Board of Gov­
ernors of the American Jewish Committee and a consultant 
to the PEC Israe l Economic Corporation and the United Jew­
ish Appeal on Programs in Palestine. 

Dr. Lubin was married three times. In 1932 he married 
Ann Shumaker editor of Progressive Education and co-author 
of the book, The Child Cente red School (1928). His widow, 
Carol Riegelrnan-Lubin, whom he married in 1952, had been 
associated with the International Labor Organization. 

Isador Lubin died July 6, 1978, at Annapolis, 
Maryland. He had maintained a summer horne near Annapolis 
for many years. 
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Personal Correspondence, 1917-1933. 
8 Containers. 

This series consists of a small amount of cor­
respondence with and about Thorstein Veblen, 
1917-1920, fragmentary correspondence and a few 
clippings, 1924-1933, arranged in a rough 
chronological order. Dates and names of corres­
pondents are often partly or wholly obliter­
ated. These files were heavily damaged in a 
fire in the barn in Massachusetts where they 
were stored. All correspondence, 1921-1923 and 
May 1933-1934, was apparently destroyed in the 
fire. 

Personal Correspondence, 1935-1971. 
88 Containers. 

This series, the largest in the Lubin papers, 
consists of about 100,000 pages of correspond­
ence and printed material. The largest part of 
the correspondence in this series is dated bet­
ween 1935 and 1960. There is a high proportion 
of printed material in post-1960 documents and 
the majority of these are found in files on 
professional, educational, political and serv­
ice or charitable organizations, institutions 
and agencies. Most correspondence is filed un­
der the names or correspondents or the agen­
cies, organizations, corporations, countries, 
etc., with which the correspondents were con­
nected or represented. However, correspondence 
and printed material was sometimes filed by 
subject and there are some twenty subjects on 
which there was sufficient material or the sub­
jects were apparently deemed important enough 
to require individual file folders. Among these 
were Atomic Energy, Automation, Cost of Living, 
Displaced Persons, Housing and Reconversion. 
Because of Lubin's contacts and friendships 
with a wide variety of individuals in govern­
ment, politics, business, education and eco­
nomics and his generous, tolerant and liberal 
personal and political philosophy, a considera­
ble number of the important· issues and events 
of that period are at least touched upon in his 
correspondence. Lubin's concern with refugees 
and displaced persons, his efforts to help 
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individual refugees and his interest in Israel 
are amply documented in these files. 

There is a card index to this series compiled 
when the Lubin papers were arranged. 

Appointment Diaries, 1946-1957. 

This series consists of daily appointment dia­
ries, 1946-1952, 1955-1957, and an address 
book. 

Administrative Assistant to President, 1941-
1946. 
28 Containers. 

This series consists of a small amount of cor­
respondence a nd a large amount of statistical 
material assembled in the course of Lubin 's 
work as the President's statistical specialist, 
as Director of the Statistical Analysis Branch 
of the Munitions Assignments Board, Combined 
Chiefs of Staff, as u.s. Representative on the 
Allied Reparations Commission at Moscow a nd 
Lubin's 1945 trip to study economic conditions 
in Europe. This series is divided into the · 
following sections: British Matters, Economic 
Matters, German Reparations, Japan, Munitions 
Assignments Board Files a nd Miscellaneous 
Files. 

UN Economic and Social Council Files, 1946-
1952. 
12 Containers . 

This series consists largely of printed and 
processed material relating to the structure, 
rules, procedures, functions and work of the 
United Nations Economic and Social Council. 
There is a small amount of correspondence. 

Industrial Commissioner Files, 1955-1958. 
16 Containers. 

This series consists of Lubin's correspondence 
as Industrial Commissioner, personal corre­
spondence {some of which relates to and occa­
sionally duplicates correspondence in the 
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Personal Correspondence series) and printed and 
processed material including copies of speeches 
by Governor Harriman. The last six containers 
in this series house a 4700-card index of labor 
union officials arranged by county. 

Speeches and Writings, 1924-1959. 
12 Containers. 

This series consists of reviews of Lubin's 
book, Miners Wages and the Price of Coal, 1924, 
drafts and notes for, copies of and correspond­
ence relating to his speeches, articles, lec­
tures, statements and testimony, 1929-1942, 
1945-1959. He neither published nor spoke pub­
licly between July 10, 1942 and November 8, 
1945. Lubin explained in a letter to Paul 
Appleby, August 7, 1958, that it was necessary 
to "take the veil" during that period because 
the President feared that Lubin might inadvert­
ently reveal in conversation sensitive informa­
tion to which he was privy. 

Publications, 1918-1962. 
2 Containers. 

This series consists of a miscellaneous collec­
tion of publications of government agencies, 
international organizations, institutions and 
articles by Thorstein Veblen on "Farm Labor 
and the War" (1918). 

Harriman Correspondence, 1953-1961. 
1 Container. 

This series consists of memoranda by W. Averell 
Harriman concerning a conversation with Ambas­
sador Charles E.Bohlen, July 20, 1953, about 
the current situation in Russia and related 
matters, correspondence with and about Harry S 
Truman, 1953-1954, and miscellaneous and proc­
essed material. 
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Harriman Preside nti a l Campaign , 19 5 6 . 
13 Conta iners. 

This series consists of correspondence , lists 
and a card index of delegates to the Democ r at ic 
Nati onal Convention, s tatements a nd speeches by 
Gove rnor Harriman a nd others relat i ng to his 
bid for the 1956 Democratic nomination for 
Pres ident. 

James S . La nigan Files , 19 5 0 - 1952 . 
4 Conta iners. 

This s er i es consists of correspondence , p rin ted 
and processe d material relat ing to the work of 
J ame s S. La nigan as administrative ass i stant to 
Mutual Security Administrator w. Averell 
Har rima n 

~ial Records , 1925-1 958 . 
21 Con t'a'i-H~ ---Thi s series cons ists oi-D ·r~ Lubin 's yex.s~t:~crl-
financi a l records (accounts :- B~nk~~tatements , 
r ece ipts , income tax records) . Th fS-rnat~l 
is close d . 

~Lubin Financial Records , 1952-1958 . 
2 Con -ta'rhe·:r. s 

This ser i es con s i s t s of pe·rso.o.p l ti,ue.n.c.ia-l~e­

ords o f Dr . ~ubi~s wi fe . This rna~~~ 
~losed. -

Isador Lubin: Additional Pape rs 

25 Con tainers . 

This series consists o f corre spondence and printed 
mate rials, mostly from the late 1950 s and i nto t he 
1960s, donated by Mrs . Carol Lubin c. 1988 and th e r e ­
after . 
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Veblen, Thorstein, 1917-1920 
Correspondence, 1924-1925 
Lubtn, Alice Berliner, 1925-1 928 
Correspondence, 1926 
Corre sponde nc e re Tenancy in London, 1926 
Correspondence, 1927 
Correspondence re "The British Coal Dilemma," 1927 

Correspondence, January-Septemb er 1928 
Correspondence, October-Decemb er 1928 
Clipping s, 1928-1929 
Corre s pondence, January-March 19 29 
Corr espondence, April 1929 
Correspondence, May-December 1929 

Correspondence, January-March 1930 
Correspondence, April-May 1930 
Correspondence, June-September 1930 
Correspondence, October-November 1930 

Correspondence, December 1930 
Correspondence, January-February 1931 
Correspondence, March-April 1931 
Correspondence, Miy-June 1 931 

Correspondence, July 1 931 
Correspondence, August-September 1931 
Correspondence, October-November 1931 
Correspondence, December 1931 

'!Nut" Lett ers, 1931-1932 
Correspondence, January 193 2 
Corre spondence, February 1932 
Corresponden ce, March 1932 
Co r.r e s pond en c e , Apr i 1 1 9 3 2 

Correspondence, May 1932 
Correspondence, June 1932 
Correspondence, July 1932 
Correspondence, August-September 1932 
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Aaron~Abramson 
Academic-Ackerman 
Acheson, Dean 
Adamic - Advisory Committee on Voluntary Foreign Aid 
Adele R. Levy Park 
Advisory Committee on Statistical Policy, 1 952 - 1 957 
Advisory Committee on Statis·ti cal Policy , 1958 - 1 97 1 
Advisory Council of Democratic National Committee , 

Committee on Economic Policy 

Advisory Panel on Educational Statistics 
Aetna-Akins 
Agriculture, U.S. Department of 
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Altmeyer, Arthur 
Altschul, Fra nk 
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Worke r s ), 1941-1965 

Amalgamated Cotton Workers (Amalgamat e d Clothing 
Workers), 1 966 

Amalgamated Cotton Workers (Amalgamated Clothing 
\vorkers) , 19 6 7 · 

Amalgamated Cotton Workers (Amalgamated Clothing 
\.Vorkers) , 1 9 6 8 

American Arbitration Association, 1944-1959 
American Arbitration Associa·tion, 1 960 - 1968 
American Assembly 

American Association f or Public Opinion Research 
American Association for the United Nations 
American Economic Association 
American Federation of Labor 
American Friends of Germa n Freedom 
American Friends of Jewish Palestine 
American J ewi s h Committee, 1940-194 8 
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American Jewish Committee, 1957-1965 
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Emergency Council 
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American Stati stical Association, 1939-1945 
American Statistical· Association, 19'~6 
American Statistical Association, January-May 1947 
American Statistical Association, June-December 1947 
American Statistical Association, 1948 
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American Statistical Association, January - February 1949 
American Statistical Association, March 1949 
American Statistical Association, April - November 1 949 
American Statistical Association . Board Meeting, 

October 29, 194 9 
American Statistical Association Annual Meeting, 
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American Statistical Association, 1 950 

American Statistical Association Committee on 
the Kinsey Report, 1950 

American Statistical Association Annual Meeting , 
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213 Correspondence 
A-C, 1940-1941 
Baruch, Bernard M., 1940-1941 
Batt, William L., 1941 
Cohen, Joseph H., 1941 
D-I, 1940-1941 
Feuerlicht, Maurice M., 1940-1941 
Friedman, Elisha, 1941 
Hinrichs, A.F. Asst. Commissioner, 1941 
J,K, 1940-1941 
Joy, Aryness, Prices &Cost of Living Branch, 1941 
Kjaer, Swen Industrial Accidents, 1941 
Knox, Frank, 1940-1941 
Knudsen, William S., 1940-1941 
Kreps, Theodore J., 1941 
L-R, 1940-1 941 
Myers, R.J. Wage and Hour Statistics, 1941 
Pauley, Edwin , 1945 
Personal, 1951-1952 
Peterson, Florence Industrial Relations, 1941 
Stern, Boris Labor Information Bulletin, 1941 
Stevens, Asst.Administrative Officer, 1941 

214 Correspondence 
S-V, 1940-1941 
Secretary of Labor, 1941 
Speaking and Writing Requests, 1941 
Truman, 1946; Eisenhower, 1953 
W,Z, 1941 
White House, 1936-1 944 
Marriage Congratulations, Pre-nuptial Agreement, 1952 
1953-1955 
Wilfred Benson to Carol Riegelman, 1940 
Carol Riegelman, Personal 
Carol Lubin to Ed Dickenson, 1955 

Statistics 1928-1 930 
Robert Brookings Graduate School, Exan1ination Questions, 1925-1928 
Nat. Automobile Chamber of Commerce, Installment Selling of Autos, 1934 
Receipts,Bills,Income Tax Returns, 1924-1930 



Reviews of Book "The British Coal Dilemma" by Isador Lubin & Helen Everett, 
1927 

215 Findings and Recommendations of the Cabinet Committee on Cotton Textiles, 
1935 

Report on Unemployment Compensation for Transportation Employees, 
1935 

National Resources Board, State Planning, 1935 
Report on "The British Experience in Production Control in the Coal Industry" by 

George W. Strasser, 1936 

216 Proceedings of the Seventh National Conference on Labor Legislation, 1940 
Retail Prices, 1941 
Employment Statistics, 1941 
Bureau of Labor Statistics 

Luncheon Club, 1941 
Monthly Labor Review, 1941 
Misc. Staff Memos, 1941 

Travel and Expense Accounts, 1941 
Lubin, Commissioner Misc. , 1941 
Dept. of Labor 

Booklets, 1941 
Legislative Reports Jan.- June, 1941 
Chart Showing State and Federal Hours Limitations, 1941 

217 GermanReparations, 1945, 1961 
Articles, "Technological and Economic Development", Social Science, Oct. 1949: 

"American Investment and Point IV", Social Action, Oct. 1949; 
"Reducing Unemployment in Depressed Areas", The American Economic 
Review May, 1960 

Newspaper and Magazine Stories, 1937-1949 
Magazine and Press Clippings, 1932-2005 
Speeches Press Releases, 1951 
Civil Service Clearance Carol Riegelman, 1951 
Washington Child Research Center, 1951-1952 
United Nations, 1951-1960 
Industrial Commissioner Files 

Confirmation , 1955-1958 
Newspaper Clippings, 1955-1958 
Photographs, 1955-1958 
Women Who Work, 1958 

Ce11ificate and Pen for Signing ofNYS Labor Laws , 1955 
Personal Papers 



218 Political Mementos 
State Political Material, Dewey, 1948 
Political Material 

1954-1957 
1956 

Draft of Speech, "Women ofNew York", Carol Lubin 
1956 Democratic Campaign Kit- N.Y. State Democratic Committee 
Campaign Material, 1956 
Zurich Notes, 1961 , Jewish Agency , 1961-1969, International Development 

Conference, 1969 
FDR Library, Boreal Land Sale, 1963 
Isador Lubin Practitioner of Institutional Economics, Laurence Lubin, 1963 
Interviews on Perkins, Truman, Hopkins, 1966-1975 
Inventory and Contract on Gift of Papers to FDR Library, 1975 
Memorial Service and Tribute, 1975 

219 Scrapbook 
1940-1966 
1966-1968 

Draft Article on ILO by Carol Riegelman, Misc. Papers, 1937 
ILO 1938-1940' s 
Havana Conference Director's Report(Lorwan), 1939 
ILO Papers, Notes, 1940, 1941 
Speech by France> Perkins to ILO Conference, 1941, Misc. Papers 
ILO, Stein, Rabinovitch, 1944, 1946 
ILO Conference Seattle, 1946 
Draft "The United States Joins the ILO" 

220 ILO Book, Papers Relating to Migration Section, 1950's 
ILO Book Draft Pages 
US Participation in ILO, Carol Riegelman 
United Nations Correspondence, Carol Riegelman, 1951 
United Nations Draft Report on Migration( I), Carol Riegelman, 1951 
United Nations Draft Report on Migration,(2), Carol Riegelman, 1951 
ILO Documents, 1998-2000 
ILO Letters, Remembrances, 1981, 2000 

221 ILO Printed Material, 1988-2000 
Draft- Book on ILO,Carol Riegelman, 2002 
Draft- Book on ILO, Carol Riegelman, 2002 
Draft- Book on ILO, Carol Riegelman, June 2002 
ILO HIV/AIDS , 2000-2003 
ILO Printed Material, 2001-2004 
ILO Article on John Winant in "Letter to Former Officials", 2004 



222 Book on ILO by Carol Riegelman 

Book Summary 
Preface, Chapters I,II,III 
Chapters IV, V 
Chapters VI, VII, VIII, IX 
Drafts, Research Material 
Reviews and Comments 

223 International Labor Conference, 2004 
History ofiLO, 1919-1929 (in French) 
Draft- Book on ILO, 2005, With Notes 

224 Draft- Book on ILO, With Notes 
Draft- Book on ILO, With Notes 
Draft - Book on ILO 

225 Brandeis University Doctor of Laws Diploma 
New York State Appointment Certificate to Committee on Commerce and 

Development 
New York State Appointment Certificate to Committee on Refugees 


