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A Guide to Pearl Harbor Resources  
in the Franklin D. Roosevelt Presidential Library 

 
This guide attempts to summarize the variety of resources available at the Franklin D. Roosevelt Presidential 
Library for the study of the attack on Pearl Harbor, mainly the six months prior to and the six months following 
the attack. 
 
A research collection (or “artificial collection”) composed of photocopies of original documents identified from 
the holdings of the Franklin D. Roosevelt Presidential Library has also been compiled. This small collection 
focuses on December 7, 1941, as well as the day prior to the attack and the day after. The materials described in 
this guide, however, represent broader resources for the study of the time period surrounding the attack. 
 
Background of Pearl Harbor 
 
The causes behind the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor are complex and date back to the 1930s, when Japan 
undertook a military/colonial expansion in China—culminating in a full-scale invasion in 1937. America opposed 
this expansion and used a variety of methods to try to deter Japan.  
 
During the late 1930s, FDR began providing limited support to the Chinese government. In 1940, Roosevelt 
moved the Pacific fleet to the naval base at Pearl Harbor as a show of American power. He also attempted to 
address growing tensions with Japan through diplomacy. When Japan seized southern French Indo-China in July 
1941, Roosevelt responded by freezing Japanese assets in the United States and ending sales of oil to Japan. 
Japan’s military depended upon American oil. Japan then had to decide between settling the crisis through 
diplomacy or by striking deep into Southeast Asia to acquire alternative sources of oil, an action that was certain 
to meet American opposition.  
 
Japan chose to continue its diplomatic talks with the United States while at the same time secretly preparing for 
a coordinated assault throughout the Pacific. Japan’s leaders hoped that a surprise attack on Pearl Harbor would 
destroy American resolve and cripple the American navy for at least six months, giving Japan time to consolidate 
its new empire. 
 
Manuscript Collections: 
 
Below is a brief description of each collection that contains material related to the attack on Pearl Harbor. 
Following the collection descriptions is a list of folders and the Pearl Harbor related material they contain. 
 
Pearl Harbor Attack Collection (.5 cu.ft.).  An “artificial” research collection composed of photocopies of 
documents from throughout the FDR Library’s holdings.  Contains documents pertaining to events of December 
6, 7, and 8, 1941. Located in Small Collections. 
 
 Franklin D. Roosevelt Papers, President’s Official Files, 1933-1945 (907 cu.ft.). Arranged using a numerical, 
topically-based filing system, these files reflect FDR’s interaction with the government on an official or policy-
making basis. Included are various files related to Pearl Harbor and the aftermath of the attack. 
 

OF 400: Appointments; Folder: Hawaii, 1941 (Box 6). This folder includes memoranda regarding the 
financial state of Hawaii after the attack on Pearl Harbor and the governments’ promise of funds. There 
are also file copies of correspondence sent during the month of December.   
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OF 400: Appointments; Folder: Hawaii, 1942 (Box 7). This folder contains memoranda regarding the 
status of Pearl Harbor and the Philippines after the attack. 

 
OF 400: Appointments; Folder: Hawaii, 1943 (Box 7). This folder contains the original correspondence 
from the Hawaiian government discussing the implementation of martial law.  

 
OF 400: Folder: Pearl Harbor Inquiry (Box 7). This folder contains letters and memoranda discussing the 
Roberts Commission. Material in this folder falls outside the time frame, but is still relevant. 

 
OF 4672: Defense Supplies Corporation; Folder: 1941-1944 (Box 1). This folder contains a wide range or 
memoranda regarding defense supplies. Those from early 1942 deal most directly with the aftermath of 
the attack on Pearl Harbor. 

 
OF 4675: WW II; Folder: 1941 (Box 1). The majority of material in this folder covers the aftermath of the 
Pearl Harbor attack. It also contains information on the attack of the Philippines. 

  
OF 4675: WW II; Folder: January-March 1942 (Box 1). This folder contains correspondence, memoranda 
and notes regarding the beginning of American involvement in World War II. 

 
OF 4675: WW II; Folder: April-June 1942 (Box 1). This folder contains correspondence, memoranda and 
notes regarding the beginning of American involvement in World War II. 

 
OF 4675: WW II; Folder: Foreign Sympathy re Jap Attack (Box 2). This folder contains correspondence 
from foreign leaders regarding the attack on Pearl Harbor. There is also a list of who the letters are 
from, which country they represent and the date they were sent.  
 
OF 4675: WWII; Folder: Support (Box 5-22): These boxes contain letters and telegrams from people 
expressing their support of the government after the attack on Pearl Harbor. 

 
 Franklin D. Roosevelt Papers, President’s Personal Files, 1933-1945 (515 cu.ft.). Arranged using a numerical, 
topically-based filing system similar to the Official Files, these files reflect FDR’s interactions on a more personal 
or political level. Included are files on individual persons, public and private organizations, heads of state, and 
topics relevant to the President’s personal life and family.  
 

PPF 200B: Public Reaction; Folder: December 9, 1941 – A-Z (Box 108). This folder contains letters from 
the public sent to FDR in response to his December 8th Fireside Chat regarding the attack on Pearl 
Harbor and the Declaration of War against Japan. There are 6 folders. 

 
PPF Speech 1820: Speech Materials and Suggestions; Folder: June-December 1941 (Box 5). – This folder 
contains material FDR used when writing his speeches, such as letters and reports. Those dated after the 
attack on Pearl Harbor are of interest here. 

 
Franklin D. Roosevelt Papers, President’s Secretary’s Files, 1933-1945 (87 cu.ft.). Although a much smaller 
collection than the other main segments of the President’s Papers, this collection is in some ways more 
important because it contains documents that FDR considered to be so sensitive, personal, confidential, or 
needed for ready reference that he asked they be filed in his secretary’s office near the Oval Office rather than 
in the file room of the White House. Included are files on the departments and agencies of government 
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containing correspondence with agency heads, reports on political or administrative problems, and issues 
requiring direct presidential action.  
 

Safe File; Folder: Germany (Box 3) – This folder contains a memo from the Secretary of State regarding 
the German view of the United States entering the war. 

 
Safe File; Hopkins, Harry (Box 3) – This folder contains letters regarding Japanese movements prior to 
the attack on Pearl Harbor, as well as letters discussing defense of the Atlantic and war strategies. 

 
Safe File; Folder:  Japan (Box 3) – This folder includes memoranda regarding Japanese movements 
during the first six months following the attack on Pearl Harbor. 

 
Safe File; Folder:  Marshall, George C. (Box 3) – This folder contains memoranda regarding military 
movements and Hawaiian artillery during the first six months following the attack on Pearl Harbor. 

 
Hawaii (Box 7) – This folder includes memoranda related to Hawaii, focusing on the months immediately 
following the attack on Pearl Harbor. A territory map is also included. 

 
Navy 1942 (Box 7) – This folder contains a wide range of material regarding the movements of the Navy 
in 1942. 

 
War Department; Folder: January-August 1942 (Box 10) – This folder contains material related to 
munitions production, army reorganization and the study of airports. It chronicles the movements of the 
War Department during the months following Pearl Harbor. 

 
Confidential File; Folder: Dispatches; Germany Oct. 8, 1939-Aug. 28, 1941 (Box 20) – This folder contains 
a telegram dated August 28, 1941, which discusses the current state of the Pacific region as it became 
more difficult since the “proclamation by President Roosevelt on July 26 that all Japanese credits in the 
United States, Canada, England, South Africa, and India were immediately blocked and the Japanese 
ships in American ports confiscated.” “Economic war against Japan”  

 
Diplomatic Correspondence; Folder: Japan; Oct.-Dec. 1941 (Box 43) – This folder contains a 
memorandum to President Roosevelt dated October 12, 1941 regarding peace with Japan. It also 
contains memoranda exchanged by President Roosevelt and Joseph Grew regarding Japanese relations.  

 
Diplomatic Correspondence; Folder: Philippines, 1941 (Box 46) – This folder contains numerous 
telegrams for FDR regarding the Japanese invasion of the Philippines. 

 
Diplomatic Correspondence; Folder: Philippines, 1942-1945 (Box 46) – This folder contains 
correspondence with President Quezon, the Filipino president. The first two months documented in this 
folder are of particular interest, covering Quezon’s evacuation from the Philippines. 

 
Departmental File; Folder: Ickes, Harold: 1941 (Box 55) – This folder contains two letters of interest. The 
first discusses the possibility of Lindbergh joining the army, while the second discusses the situation in 
the Philippines. 

 
Departmental File; Folder: Ickes, Harold: 1942-1945 (Box 55) – This folder contains two letters of 
interest. The first discusses religion and war. The second is a letter to FDR discussing the war. 
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Justice; Folder: Biddle, Francis: 1941-1943 (Box 56) – This folder contains two memos of interest. The 
first discusses a salvaged Japanese submarine. The second discusses a Japanese diplomat. 

 
Navy; Folder: July-December 1941 (Box 59) – Letters, memoranda and reports regarding Japanese 
movements in the South Pacific. 

 
Navy; Folder: January-June 1942 (Box 59) – This folder contains a wide range of material related to the 
Navy in the months following Pearl Harbor. 

 
Departmental File: Navy; Folder: McCrea, John L. (Box 62) – This folder contains a letter reporting on 
Japanese activity and a memorandum to FDR regarding President Quezon of the Philippines. 

 
Departmental File: Navy; Folder: Knox, Frank: 1939-1941 (Box 62) – This folder contains a letter to 
President Roosevelt thanking him for the praise he had given Knox in a previous meeting. 

 
Departmental File: Navy; Folder: Knox, Frank: 1942-1945 (Box 62) – This folder contains letters regarding 
Hawaii and the security of Oahu. 

 
Departmental File: State; Folder: Hull, Cordell: 1941-1942 (Box 74) – This folder contains memoranda 
regarding declarations of war from Hungary, Romania, and other European countries. 

 
War Department (Box 84) – This folder contains a report discussing Japanese convoy movements 
towards Indo-China and a letter to the president concerning Japanese relations.  

 
Bureau of the Budget; Folder: Progress Reports National Defense: January-March 1942 (Box 95) – This 
folder contains a detailed report of the National Defense Budget in the months following the attack on 
Pearl Harbor. If this material is of interest, there are other folders in PSF 95, filed chronologically, which 
cover the remainder of the year.  

 
Subject File; Folder: Carter, John F.: November-December 1941 (Box 97) – This folder contains 
memoranda and reports regarding the movements of Japanese residents of the west coast of the United 
States. 

 
Subject File; Folder: Carter, John F.: January-February 1942 (Box 97) – This folder contains reports 
regarding Japanese movements in North America.  

 
Subject File; Folder: Carter, John F.: March-May 1942 (Box 97) – This folder contains reports on bomber 
bases in China and possible bomb targets in Japan, as well as information on other countries involved in 
the war. 

 
Subject File; Folder: Carter, John F.: June-July 1942 (Box 97) – This folder contains other war related 
material. 

 
Franklin D. Roosevelt Papers, President’s Master Speech File, 1898-1945 (90 cu.ft.). This collection contains the 
statements of President Roosevelt, including written Messages to Congress, State of the Union addresses, major 
policy speeches, and campaign speeches. The files contain drafts, reading copies, and fascinating as-delivered 
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transcripts showing what FDR dropped out of the speech and what he ad-libbed during delivery. Here, speeches 
related to Pearl Harbor and the months following are included. 
 

War with Japan. 1401. (Microfilm Reel 3-1) – This folder contains drafts of the December 9th Fireside 
Chat and a draft of a message to Congress dated December 10th, 1941. 

 
FDR – Radio Address – Fireside No. 18, December 9, 1941. 1401. (Microfilm Reel 3-1) – This folder 
contains the radio address given by FDR on December 9, 1941. It also includes the stenographer’s copy, 
a letter to Robert Sherwood with suggestions for the speech, newspaper copy and newsreel copy. 

 
Declaration of War on Germany. 1402. (December 12, 1941) (Microfilm Reel 3-1) – This folder contains 
the Declaration of War on Germany, along with drafts, a press release copy and a note to Stephen Early 
regarding Germany and Italy’s declarations of war. 

 
FDR – Message to Congress re: History of American-Japanese relations. 1403. – December 15, 1941 
(Microfilm Reel 3-1) – This folder contains drafts, file copies, corrections, and a copy of a draft of a 
message from FDR to the Japanese ambassador on December 6, 1941. [Blue folder] 

 
FDR – Message to Congress re: History of American-Japanese relations. 1403. – December 15, 1941 
(Microfilm Reel 3-1) – This folder contains pres copy, memoranda regarding Japanese troop movements, 
several memoranda dated December 6, and a message from the Emperor of Japan. [Manila folder] 

 
Radio Address – 150th Anniversary of Bill of Rights – December 15, 1941. 1404. (Microfilm Reel 3-1) – 
This folder contains a speech that focuses on defeating Hitler, a letter from the Librarian of Congress 
regarding a Pearl Harbor announcement, along with drafts and press copies. 

 
Message to Congress – State of the Union – January 6, 1942. 1409. (Microfilm Reel 3-2) – This folder 
contains the 1942 State of the Union address, which focuses heavily on Pearl Harbor and America’s 
entry into World War II. 

 
Map Room Papers (90 cu.ft.): The White House Map Room was established in January 1942, under the 
supervision of the Naval Aide, as a military information center and communication office for the President.  The 
files of the Map Room grew very rapidly from the start and on the death of President Roosevelt in April 1945 
there were seven filing cabinets in the Map Room filled to capacity. The Map Room Papers consist of two 
groups: messages sent or received by the President and by his immediate family and advisors; and documents 
sent to the White House by the War or Navy Departments for the President’s information. 
 

Hawaiian Area (Box 36) – This folder contains dispatches regarding Pearl Harbor and Hawaii, filed in 
reverse chronological order. [Material from this folder included in research collection] 

 
Situation Reports (Box 38) – This folder contains a breakdown of war activity in the Philippines, the Far 
East, the West, and the Middle East for 1942. It also includes maps of the various areas. The material is 
filed in reverse chronological order. 

 
Japan – Formosa (Box 38) – This folder contains telegrams discussing Japan’s movements immediately 
after Pearl Harbor. 
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Hawaiian Area (Box 40) – This folder contains information regarding supplies, submarines and ships in 
the Hawaiian area. 

 
Japan (Box 40) – This folder contains information that tracks Japanese troop movements. Naval reports 
are also included. 
 
Japanese Intelligence Reports (Box 43) – This folder contains information regarding Japanese troop 
movements and production in Japan. 

 
Japan; Folder: Warfare 1942 and 1943 (Box 89) – This folder contains a wide range of dispatches 
regarding Japan. It is assembled in reverse chronological order. The last half of the folder tracks 
Japanese movements in the months following the attack on Pearl Harbor. 

 
(Box 178) – This box is not organized into folders. However, it includes a report of the U.S.S. Peary 
regarding an engagement with Japan, dated January 6, 1942.  

 
Adolph A. Berle, Jr. Papers, 1912-1974 (121 cu.ft.).  Adolph A. Berle was an Assistant Secretary of State from 
1938 to 1944. He took particular interest in Latin American affairs serving as a U.S. delegate to inter-American 
conferences in Lima (1938), and Havana (1940). His duties at the Department of State included postwar 
planning, negotiating with Allied governments in exile, coordinating U.S. and foreign intelligence activities, 
evaluating trends in international finance, drafting government statements on international questions, and 
writing speeches for the President and administration officials. 
 

Hull, Cordell (Memoranda to); Folder: July-December 1941 (Box 58) – This folder contains memoranda 
sent to Cordell Hull after the attack on Pearl Harbor. These memoranda discuss seizing foreign war ships, 
Japanese negotiations, and the war effort of various European countries.  

 
Hull, Cordell (Memoranda to); Folder: January-August 1942 (Box 58) – This folder contains memoranda 
to Cordell Hull after the United States joined World War II. These memoranda discuss the Philippines, a 
possible Japanese attack on Siberia and transporting enemy aliens. 

 
Joint-Declaration – Supreme Council, December 1941 (Box 60) – This folder contains memoranda, 
reports, and letters discussing the formation of a Supreme War Council, a Declaration by the United 
Nations, South American involvement in the war, and war planning. 

 
Francis Biddle Papers, 1912-1967 (15 cu.ft.). A practicing attorney in Philadelphia for twenty-five years, Mr. 
Biddle was named the first chairman of the National Labor Relations Board in 1934, filling that post for one year. 
In 1939 President Roosevelt made him judge of the Third Circuit Court of Appeals. In 1940 he was appointed 
Solicitor General and in September 1941 Attorney General. After leaving that post in 1945, Mr. Biddle was 
appointed U.S. member of the International Military Tribunal that tried the Nazi war criminals at Nuremburg. 
 

Cabinet Meetings 1941 (Box 1) – This box contains one item of interest.  It is Biddle’s description of a 
Cabinet meeting held December 7, 1941 which discusses the attack at Pearl Harbor and the immediate 
detention of all suspected Japanese. 

 
Charles Fahy Papers, 1933-1957 (43 cu.ft.). An example of the young lawyers who came to Washington in the 
early days of the New Deal, Fahy became First Solicitor of the Interior Department in April 1933. He later served 
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as the primary administrator for the National Recovery Administration’s Petroleum Code. He later went on to 
become the General Counsel of the newly created National Labor Relations Board in 1935. 
 

(Box 47) – This box contains Fahy’s appointment books. Of particular interest are those from late 1941, 
which document the days surrounding the Pearl Harbor attack. 

 
William Hasset Papers, 1903-1965(13 cu.ft.). Secretary to the President 1944-45. Secretary to the President 
1944-45. William D. Hassett was born in Northfield, Vermont, on August 28, 1880.  Hassett began his 
government career in 1933 with the National Recovery Administration moving in 1935 to the White House as an 
Assistant Secretary to the President. On February 19, 1944, President Roosevelt appointed him Secretary to the 
President.  Hassett also served occasionally as White House press secretary and it was he who announced the 
President’s death in Warm Springs, Georgia. 
 

Pearl Harbor Attack (Box 11) – The folder contains two manuscripts, related to the Pearl Harbor attack, 
titled "Statement of the Secretary of War Regarding the Pearl Harbor Disaster" and "Navy Court of 
Inquiry." 

 
Henry Morgenthau, Jr. Diaries, 1866-1960 (388 cu.ft.). A longtime friend and Hudson Valley neighbor, 
Morgenthau became Treasury Secretary in late 1933. His title as Treasury Secretary belies the influence he had 
in all aspects of the Roosevelt Administration. Heavily involved in finance and monetary matters, Morgenthau 
also oversaw the administration of extensive New Deal public works and arts projects. In addition to his 
traditional papers, Morgenthau kept a diary that was essentially his “in-basket” in bound form, made up of 
important memoranda, letters and other documents, transcripts of his meetings and telephone conversations, 
and printed materials. The diaries total nearly 900 volumes and are subject indexed.  
 

Volume 470: December 7-9, 1941 (FDR Microfilm Reel 131) – This diary contains transcripts of telephone 
conversations, meeting minutes, and press releases related to Pearl Harbor. It covers the days prior to 
the attack, the attack itself and the aftermath, particularly Morgenthau’s meetings with his staff, 
conversations with Cabinet members and a decision to freeze Japanese assets.  

 
Samuel I. Rosenman Papers, 1928-1972 (59 cu.ft.). Samuel Irving Rosenman served as a member of the New 
York State Legislature from 1922 to 1926 and then became the State’s legislative bill drafting commissioner.  In 
1929, he was appointed Counsel to Governor Franklin Delano Roosevelt.  Rosenman was also an advisor to the 
President on war manpower, housing, information services, and inflation, resigning as Justice in 1943 to become 
Special Counsel to President Roosevelt. 
 

Hawaii; Folder: Martial Law (Box 9) – This folder contains material regarding martial law in Hawaii 
following the attack on Pearl Harbor. 

 
Frank A. Schuler, Jr. Papers, 1962-1983 (1 cu.ft.). Frank A. Schuler, Jr. was a former Foreign Service Officer who 
served in Japan for nine years before the attack on Pearl Harbor. His papers consist of material he and his wife 
used for research for a proposed book on the events in the Department of State’s Division of Far Eastern Affairs 
and the American Embassy in Tokyo prior to the attack on Pearl Harbor.  
 

FBI Documents re Pearl Harbor (Box 1) – This folder contains information documenting Japanese 
movements prior to the attack on Pearl Harbor, such as reports of the closing of Japan’s New York office. 

 
Grew, Joseph (Box 1) – This folder contains documents investigating the events of Pearl Harbor.  
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Hull, Cordell (Box 1) – This folder contains documents about Cordell Hull in relation to Pearl Harbor. 

 
Japan Foreign Relations 1938-41 (Box 1) – This folder contains information about relations between 
Japan and the United States. 

 
Japan Newspaper Clippings (Box 1) – This folder contains newspaper clippings regarding the attack on 
Pearl Harbor. 

 
Internment of Diplomats after Pearl Harbor (Box 1) – This folder contains information about foreign 
diplomats detained after the attack, United States’ diplomats interred abroad, and a list of Japanese 
diplomats that left the country prior to December 7, 1941. 

 
Japanese Spies (Box 2) – This folder contains correspondence regarding Japan prior to the attack on 
Pearl Harbor. 

 
Magic Intercepts; July 14, 1941 – Dec. 16, 1941 (Box 3) – This folder contains information about the 
Magic intercepts, a code breaking Japanese diplomatic relations.  

 
Magic Summary (Box 3) – This folder contains a summary collection of deciphered material.   

 
Magic Background of Pearl Harbor (Box 3) – This folder contains letters and memoranda about Japanese 
movements in China.  

 
Navy Court of Inquiry (Box 3) – This folder contains information from the US Navy regarding Japanese 
codes. Information regarding the Navy Court of Inquiry is also included, though it is dated 1944, which 
falls well out of the date range. 

 
Pearl Harbor: A Tangled Web of Lies (Box 3) – This folder contains newspaper clippings, articles, and 
images related to conspiracy theories behind the attack at Pearl Harbor. 

 
US-Japanese Relations (Box 4) – This folder contains correspondence regarding diplomatic relations with 
Japan prior to December 7, 1941. 

 
John Toland Papers, 1962-1983 (73 cu.ft.). John Toland was an author and a historian. His papers, which relate 
to his books No Man’s Land, This Rising Sun and Adolf Hitler, include correspondence, research notes, transcripts 
and notes of interviews, memoirs, articles, newspaper clippings, copies of documents and book excerpts, 
translations of foreign language material and printed material. Here, material relating directly to the attack on 
Pearl Harbor and its aftermath are included. 
 

Japanese Land Operations – December 8, 1941-June 8, 1942 (Box 7) – This folder contains a copy of a 
manuscript written by a military observer in Japan following the attack on Pearl Harbor. 

 
Pearl Harbor Attack (Box 15) – This folder contains information about Pearl Harbor from John T. Flynn, 
an American journalist; and various press releases.  There are also pamphlets and brochures about the 
Pearl Harbor Memorial and a calendar of events. 
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Pearl Harbor Planning (Box 15) – This folder contains information about U.S. and Japanese negotiations, 
documents about the attack, political strategies prior to the war outbreak, affidavits, news reports, 
witness interrogations, and documents on Lieutenant Commander Suguru Suzuki. 

 
Philippines (Box 15) – This folder contains information about General Homma and Roxas. 

 
December 7, 1941 (Box 125) – Chronology – This folder contains a chronology of events that occurred on 
December 7, 1941 to December 8, 1941. 

December 7, 1941 (Box 125) – Part One marked “NG” (folder 10) – This folder contains files from the 
War Department and the U.S. Naval Communication Service.  In addition there are memoranda 
regarding the damage at Pearl Harbor. 

December 7, 1941 (Box 125) – Part One marked “NG” (folder 11) – This folder contains memoranda 
from J. Edgar Hoover regarding a conversation the FBI intercepted in Honolulu on Friday afternoon 
between a Japanese person in Honolulu and a relative in Japan.  There is also a chronology of events in 
Honolulu.  

December 7, 1941 (Box 125) – Part One marked “NG” (folder 1) – The folder contains accounts of 
civilians that witnessed the Pearl Harbor attack or were affected by the bombings. 

December 7, 1941 – Part Two (Box 126) – This folder contains eye witness accounts of the attack at 
Pearl Harbor. 

December 7, 1941 – Part Two (Box 126) – This folder contains recollections from civilians in Hawaii 
about the attack at Pearl Harbor. 

December 7, 1941 – Niihau (Box 126) – Niihau is an island of Hawaii and on December 7, 1941 a zero 
pilot crash landed on the island.  Accounts of the pilot and the crash are found within this folder 

December 8-31, 1941 (Box 126) – This folder contains newspaper clippings and articles related to Pearl 
Harbor. 

December 8-31, 1941 (Box 126) – The folder contains newspaper clippings and articles related to Pearl 
Harbor. 

Journal of Helen Willis McKay (State Archives Hawaii) (Box 126) – The folder contains the journal of 
Helen Willis McKay, from the state archives at Hawaii.  The journal entries range from December 7, 
1941-1942. 

Roberts Commission (I) (Box 127) – This folder contains information regarding people’s reactions to the 
Roberts Commission’s findings. 

 
Roberts Commission (II) (Box 127) – This folder contains a copy of the Commission’s report and 
correspondence regarding members of the Commission and people being investigated by the 
Commission.  
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Sumner Welles Papers, 1909-1959 (113 cu.ft.).  Welles was a friend and confidant of FDR on foreign policy 
matters.  A career diplomat, Welles—like FDR—attended Groton and Harvard.  Primarily an expert on Latin 
American affairs, Welles rose through the ranks to become Assistant Secretary of State by FDR in 1933, and 
elevated to Under Secretary of State in 1937.  He served as the President’s personal envoy on a fact-finding 
mission to Europe in 1940.  Welles resigned from the State Department in 1943. 
 

Speeches and Articles Files; Speech Draft, December 8, 1941 – This folder contains Welles’s draft of the 
State Department’s proposed war declaration speech for FDR to deliver before Congress on December 
8, 1941, and includes a lengthy discussion of the history of American and Japanese relations.  It likely 
served as the basis for the Fireside Chat of December 9, 1941. 

  
Claude R. Wickard Papers, 1903-1967 (31 cu.ft.). An agriculturalist from Indiana, Wickard joined the 
government in 1933 as assistant chief of the AAA’s corn-hog section, becoming chief in 1935. He was soon made 
director of the agency’s agricultural conservation program. He would become FDR’s Secretary of Agriculture in 
1940 when Henry Wallace resigned to run on the Democratic ticket with FDR as the vice-presidential nominee. 
 

Cabinet Meetings; Folder: 1941-1942 (Box 13) – This folder contains a description of the December 7, 
1941 Cabinet Meeting, the December 8, 1941 Cabinet Meeting, and other information regarding the 
attack on Pearl Harbor and is aftermath.  

 
Photographs: 
 
For photographs related to the attack on Pearl Harbor, see the General Photograph Collection, World War II: 
Hawaii: Attack on Pearl Harbor. A detailed selection of these images compiles Series II of the Pearl Harbor 
Research Collection. 


