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,JUSTICE ,..ELI)! ,.RANKI'"UATEA March 20 , 1939 

Dear Grace: 

Tbat letter dese~ed al) the fastidious 

attention in transcription that you 80 

generously bestowed upon 1 t . Thank you very 

auch for peking it perfect in t r anscription . 

I am happy to say that Marlon 18 at last 

.)n the high road to ber old self. That 

aiserahle flu bug does not know when it 10 

l1ck~ and '0 it hangs on • But lIoon Spring 

• Ul fully b. bere and. th. bug -.111 be com-

pletely gone . 

'11'1 th warm regards, 

Sincerely yours, 

IUss Grace Tully 

) -n .. - -_ - ... 
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HEN a great Ir~ b 
the landscape seelll5 without it 
may not have been intimate wi 
within our view; when he iJ g( 
happiest of us hardly can hope I 
IUnau~ as that which has just be. 
enough if we shall haH': learned 
the unknown with a smile like 
phetiC<llly true of Franklin Del: 
mourns him. 

Writings about Napoleon fiJI 
claim an even larger shMe of t 
endures which he helped to sa' 
ment are the common lot of gr 
escape it. What h inory will Ullil 
Only one thing is certain: he w 
cans who embody iu traditions; 

But if history has its dainu. ,. 
wisely said that if the judgrnem 
thaI of posterity. i t is no Ie» ITl 
must be corre(ted by tha t of the 
escape becoming a national saga 
for such sagas guide and sustain 
8U1 the saga must nOI swallow 
ship gave hope 10 million! the 
whose death broughl a sense of p 

C
ol

le
ct

io
n:

 G
ra

ce
 T

ul
ly

 A
rc

hi
ve

; S
er

ie
s:

 G
ra

ce
 T

ul
ly

 P
ap

er
s 

B
ox

 1
; F

ol
de

r=
 C

or
re

sp
on

de
nc

e:
 F

ra
nk

fu
rte

r, 
Fe

lix
, 1

93
9-

19
46

 a
nd

 u
nd

at
ed



---~------

Bulletin 

, 

I 

.. 
HEN a great tree fa lis, we are surprised how meagre 

the landsca~ seems without it. So when a great man d ies. We 

may nOi have been intimate with him; it is enough that he was 

within our view; when he is gone, life seelus thi nner .... The 

happiest of us hardly can ho~ for a destiny so complete and for­

(Unate as that which has juS! been fulfilled. We shall be fortunate 

enough if we shall ha\'e learned to look into the face of fate and 

the unknown with a smile lik.e his." Said of another, it was pro­

phetically true of Frankli n Delano Roosevelt and the world that 

mourns him. 
Writings about Napoleon fill sizeable libraries. Rooseveh will 

claim an even larger share of hlSiory so long as the civilization 

endures which he he lped to save. Fluctuations of historic judg­

ment are the common lot of great men, and Roosevelt will not 

escape it. Whal history will ultimately say, il is for history to say. 

O nly one thing is certain: he will remain among the few Ameri· 

cans who embody its trad itions and aspirations. 

But if history has iu claims, so has the presem. For it has been 

wisely said that if the judgment of the time must be correCfed by 

that of posterity, it is no less true that the judgment of posteri ty 

must be correCted by that of tbe lime. Franklin Roosevelt cannot 

escape becoming a national saga. It is r ight that this should be so, 

for such saga.s gu ide and susta in the high endeavors of a people. 

But the saga must not swallow up the man, whose vivid friend· 

sh ip gave hope to millions though they never knew h im, and 

wh~ death brought a sense of personal loss IOmiliions who never 

3 

I 
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saw him. Th is deep identification with his f,llo 

. wmen must be 
saved from the Impersonality of immorlai fame. 

T his identification with h is fellowmen was Roo I . 
f d . . sevets pro­
oun est charanCflSt.1C and the ul timate key to his statesmanship. 

Be was a demona! III fcclmg and not through abstr", , I 
. b ~ •• 
~lOn a ou t governmcms. Wh~n he said, "we are all immigrants," 
It was .!lot a phrase but,a feehng. And this feeling was nOI merely 
gregafiouS I1 Css 1I1 a selling o f charm . It was not an undiscrimina t_ 
m g love o f his kind. His friendliness was so inclusive that his 
discriminating and oft~n uncanny perception of men's gualities 
was a less apparem traIl. H e was keenly aware o f men's frailties 
and follies. Bm he identified himself also with their follies and 
frai lties, and so esca ped the corrosion of cynicism . 

This permeating friendliness representcd true feeling. But 
equally true were deep recesses that wefe accessible hardly to any, 
one. From the time he was a boy, according to his mother, he had 
the self-sufficiency and the strength thilt come from a reserved in­
ner life. Thus, while to outward view he was usually debonair and 
had a gaiety at times easil y taken for jauntiness, he had a will of 
steel well·sheathed by a captivating smi le . H is optimism was a 
phase of this fesolute ness. For too many people optimism is an 
evasion, a Micawber's hope that something wil! turn up. In 
Rooseve lt, optimism was not an anodyne, it was an energy~an 
energy to spur his resourcefulness, a force that gave creative energy 
to others. An official not g iven to idolatry was once heard [0 say, 
"After talking with the President for an hour, I could eat bricks 
for lunch." 

There were thus fused in him, and to an extraordinary degree, 
qualities indispensable for leading his people OUt of a period of 
deepening economic and mora l deterioration by invigorating the 
forces of democracy. The same qualities fitted him 10 serve as a 
symbol of hope for liberty.loving people everywtuore, in resisting 
a seemingly invincible challenge to civilization. Franklin Roose· 
velt·s sophistication gave him understanding of men, his sim· 
pli6ty gave him trust in them. His understanding enabled h im 

4 

'---- I 
1 

I 
'I 

to govern: his trustflllness made him the e: 
government. 

Public men, like other men, arc moved 
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to govern; his trustfulness m3dc him the exponent of democr3tic 
government. 

Public men, like other men, 3re moved by nl3jor and mi nor 
motives, a nd the art of government has its own logistics. More­
over, instead o f being "aher all a very si mple thing," as one of 
our Presidents so tragically misconceived it, government is a very 
complicated enterprise. and democratic government the moSt dif· 
ficul!. Undoubtedl y thcre were surface dcviations and inevi table 
tacking from time 10 time in the course Rooscvelt pursued. But 
one can not read the fi rst study about Mr. Roosevelt as a public 
figure, wriu en in 19l1 by tha t di scerning journal ist, W. A. Warn, 
without realizing that during the thirty.five years of h is public 
life he steered a consiStent course- the course of his dominant 
impulses. When Roosevelt first came 10 the Presidency, he could 
not escape the trut h o f Burke's dictum thai we must reform in 
order 10 conserve. E,'ents demanded a leader o f social reform, 
and Fr3 nklin Roosevelt had the prepared mi nd and temper for it. 

When Roosevelt beca me President, disillusionment about Eu· 
rope, strong belief in disarmament rooted in idealism, preoccu· 
pation with domestic problems and the prevalence of inHuent ial 
opinion in favor o f economic national ism, combined to produce 
a good deal of blindness concerning tm: extent to which the fate 
of this country was bound up with that of the rest o f the world . 
A stra nge juxtaposition o f history brought President Roosevelt 
and Hiller to power at the sallle t ime. By the law of his nature 
Franklin Roosevelt from the first fell revulsion against Hitler 
and his cohorts as individuals, and hOSlility to the resurgence of 
barbarism which they represenlt'd as a s)s tem, He clearly saw that 
the new barbarism, if unchecked, would be a menace 10 civilized 
society, not exclud ing that of the United Slates. 

The function of sta tesmanship is to endeavor to forestall un· 
toward events or to prepare ade<luately against Ihem. T he Presi· 
dent had to do bo th at the same l ime, He worked with might and 
main to avert a war which was bound to be infin itely more de· 
structive and agonizing than the 1asl one, and 10 a\'ert it by sa,'· 
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ing. and not surrendering freedom. Politics in a democracy means 
a continuous process of education. Bm education does not always 
mean exposition, and certainly not shouting. It involves much in­
cubation. Not least of the ans of statesmanship is that of correct 
liming. of knowing what to say and when. The President was 
confronted with ilIu,ions highly creditable to men of good.will , 
but steadily rendered invalid by Hitler. He was also confronted 
by pressures of every kind, of which democracy is an amalgam. 
And in his own pol itical household he must often have e!lcoun· 
tcred hesitat ion rather than encouragement. But there came a 
time when he cou ld no longer doubt thai he had 10 shift frO Ill the 
task of social rdonn 10 war Icade~hip. in order not only to main· 
tain our spiritual heritage but to assure opportunities for fun her 
progress as a free society. 

There came a momem when Presidem Roosevelt was con· 
vinced that the Uller defeat of Nazism was essemial 10 the sur· 
vival of our institutions. That time certainly could not have been 
later than when Mr. Sumner Welles reported on his missioll to 
Euro~. Certainly from the time that the fall of France seemed 
imminent , the President was resolved to do everything possible 
to prevent the defeat of the Allies. Although confronted with the 
obvious danger of attack by the Axis UPOIl us, there came that 
series of bold and triumphant measures which Mr. Churchill au· 
thoritatively summarized in his moving speech, on April 17. 1945, 
to the House of Commons-the shipment of arms to Creat Bri ta in. 
the stab·in·the-back speech, the base-destroyer deal, lend·lease. 
the smooth ing of the difficult ways o f the All ied purchasing mis· 
sions. the encouragement of Mr. Willkie·s trip to England, the 
assistance in a hundred ways of British economic warfare. the ex· 
traordinarily prompt and cordial suppor! of Russia . Moreover , 
while engaged in this series of complicated moves, he so skilfu lly 
conducted affairs as to avoid even the appearance of an act of ago 
gression on our part. 

And 50, in the hour of national d isaster on that Sunday after· 
noon after Japan had nruck. when the President gathered about 
him his Cabinet and his military chiefs, the most experienced 
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statesman among h is advisers, after watd 
and resolute control of the situation. cou 
is my leader:' 

His silver voice is stilled but the pi tch 
gather volume. For while h is death COD 

straus loss, the creative energy which his 
the world will continue, and, one is ju 
even enhance his infl uence. He now joil 
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remains fresh to stir to speech or act ion l 

For the whole earth is the sepukhre of 
story is not graven only on SlOne over lli< 
on far away. without visible symbol, wov 
men's lives:· 

The ultimate mysteries of life are m 
main the same. Franklin Roosevelt kne, 
10 express it al [he Harvard Tercentel 
words o( Euripides: 

Th~e be many shapts 01 my~ 
And many things God malts 
Past hopt or Itar. 
And the tnd mtn looled lur 
And a path Ls that whtrt n< 

So hath it laUt fi h~t:. 
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statesman among his advisers, after watrhing the President's calm 
and resolute control of the situation, could say to himsen , " Th ere 
is my leader." 

His silver voice is stilled but the pitch he struck in others will 
gat~r volume. For while his death comes as a cruel and mono 
strOUS loss, the creative enerlo"}' wh ich his life released throughout 
the world will continue. and. one is justi fied in believing, will 
even enhance his influence. He now joins the select company of 
those whose "home [is] in the minds of men, where the ir glory 
remains fresh to stir to speech or ac tion as the occasion comes by. 
For the whole earth is the sepulchre of famous mcn; and thei r 
slory is not graven only on slOne over thei r native carth, but lives 
on far away, without vis ible symbol. wo .. cn into the SlUff of other 
men >s Jives." 

The ultimate myslcries of life are merely renewed. They re­
main lhe same. Franklin Roosevelt knew this well and he cho~ 
to exprcss it at the Harvud T ercentenary Celebration in the 
words of Euripides: 

There be many Jhapes 0/ mystery. 
And rna"), things God makes to be, 
Past hope or lear> 
And the end men looked lor cometh not, 
And /J poth iJ there where no man sought> 
So hath it laUen heTC. 
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