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_>"ToAN EDGAR HOOVER

DIRECTOR

Hederal Burean of Inwestigation
Wnited States Bepartment of Justire

Washington, 8. .

1943

October 295,

Personal

Miss Grace Tully

Secretary to the President
The White House
Washington, D. C.

Dear Miss Tully:

Immediately following our conversation of last
Saturday evening, I had a check made to find out eractly the
reason for representatives of this Bureau contacting Miss
Esther Riley. I have received the following report which pyou
will appreciate, of course, is the version which we had in
ocur files.

It seems that the Bureau had been conducting an in-
vestigation looking to the apprehension of one William Randolph
Delinski. This individual had a very lengthy criminal record
which dates back to April, 1928. He had been arrested in
various parts of the country on such charges as abandonment,
grand larceny, carrying concealed weapons, house-breafing, rob-
bery, and kidnaping. #He had been sentenced to from eighteen
to twenity years in the Stale FPenitentiary in Georgia [for car-
rying concealed weapons and for kidnaping the President of the
First National Bank of Atlanta, Georgia. This had taken place
in 1934. He escaped in August, 1937, was captured and returned
to the penitentiary, but again escaped in August, 1594Z2. Under
the Federal Statutes a complaint was filed in Georgia to en-
deavor to effect his apprehension by reason of being an escaped
prisoner, and also for his failure to register under the
Selective Service Act.

In the records of the (Georgia Prison and Parole
Commission at Atlanta, Georgia, there was found the name of
an Esther Riley, 9444 - 119th Street, Richmond Hill, Long
Island, New York (9444 Lefferts Boulevard, Richmond Hill,
Long Island, New York). These records of the Georgia Prison
and Parole Commission listed Esther Riley as an acquaintance
of Delinski.
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Following the Federal complaint filed on Delinski, an
extensive investigation was ordered in an effort to bring about
his apprehension in view of his long criminal record, and ithe fact
that he was an escaped prisoner. The New York 0jfice of the FBI
was instructed to make an investigation in New York State of
Delinski in view of the fact that he had previously lived there.
That investigation showed, according to the files of the New York
City Parole Commission, that Delinski had lived at the home of the
Riley family for some Time in 1929 and 1930, and was apprehended
while living there, for a violation of his parole, being returned
to prison in New lork State to serve out the balance of his sen-
tence which had been imposed upon him for abandonment in New York
State. (Consequently, Agents of this Bureau made contact with the
kiley family for the purpose of ascertaining any information which
they might have concerning Delinski.

According to the records of this Bureau, lMiss Esther
Riley was interviewed on June 7, 1943, at t he New York Office of
the Federal Bureau of Investigation. She assumed a protective
attitude toward Delinski and expressed admiration for his action
in marrying a Rose Scher "under pressure.”" Delinski was subse-
guently arrested for abandoning his son born of this marriage.
i{iss fHiley stated that following his release from prison she had
plianned to marry Delinski. She denied emphatically that she had
heard from Delinski since his escape in August, 1942, and con-
tended that any attempts to apprehend Delinski and return him to
the inhuman and barbarous ireaiment in a Georgia Chain Gang was
unjust. OShe stated that under no circumstances would she divulge
any information in her possession about the whereabouts of
Delinski. Agents of this Bureau endeavored to convince her that
it was not the function of the FBI to pass upon the fairness or
the merits of Delinski's convictions, but that our function was
to locate him and return him to the proper authorities.

In view of Miss Riley's refusal to answer any questions
concerning Delinski, the United States Attorney's 0ffice at
New York issued a subpoena for her to appear before the Grand Jury
under oath to give any information she might have concerning
Delinski. She appeared before the Grand Jury in answer to the
subpoena and refused to give any information in her possession,
stating that she was the only person in whom Delinski had faith
and she would not betray him. JFollowing her refusal to answer
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Viss Grace Tully Page Three

questions propounded to her at the Grand Jury Hearing, she was
taken before the I'ederal Judge by the United States Attorney.

On the orders of the Judge, she then agreed to tesitify and in
subsequent Grand Jury proceedings she gave certain information
concerning Delinski. She stated that she had received a Christmas
present from him in January, 1943, and that he had again contacted
her on her birthday, February £8, 1942. GShe claimed that she

had last heard [from Delinski in lMay, 1943, from Oregon or Wash-
ington.

In June, 1943, an attorney in New York City advised
the New York Office of the FBI that liss Esther Riley had called
at his office with a letter received from Delinski on June 28,
1943. An Agent called upon this attorney and erxamined the let-
ter and found thereon the address from which it had been mailed
in the State of Washington, resulting in Delinski's apprehension
on June 25, 1943.

I have gone into some detatil concerning the above
because I wanted you to have the complete picture concerning this
matter in so far as our records show. I inguired of the Agents
who handled this case at our New York Office as to whether any
of them had accused liss Riley of living with a married man or
had questioned her character or morality. I have been informed
that no such accusation was made, though there were certain gques-
tions propounded to her about her interests in a married man.

The Agents stated that 1lfiss Riley, during the course of the ques-
tioning, was what might be termed antagonistic in that she de-
clined to be of any assistance to the Government concerning her
knowledge of Delinski and did not answer any @ estions or give
any information until she had been ordered to do so by the Fed-
eral Judge in New York City.
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I am inclosing herewith a copy of the fugitive order %, olrecTon
which was itssued by the FBI at the time Delinski was sought,
in orcger that you might note the criminal record which this man
had and which was the occasion for The rather intensive effort
made by Agents of this Bureau to effect his apprehension after
he had escaped [from the Georgia State Prison.

As I have indicated, the information which is contained
in this letter reflects what appears in the files of this Bureau.
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I would indeed appreciate any informati ‘
come to your attgntiﬂn which indicatesyanﬁJimprﬂ;zi gﬁi?inhisan
E@e part af‘Spchal Agents of this Bureau in the questioning of
Miss Riley+ur in any contact which they may have had with members
of her family. I will not for one moment condone any abuse of
or misireatment of persons interviewed during the course of any

investigation by Agents of this Bureau. As I have said, I merely

huue_ﬂne side of the story now, and I would indeed welcome any
%etu;ls which you may have concerning this matter so that I can
Jurﬁqer ingquire into it and make certain that no impropriety
was Lndqlged in - or if there was impropriety, that I may take
appropriate action to see that it will not occur again.

I do appreciate so much your speaking to me about this

matter.
With expressions of my best regards, I am
Sincerely,
Inclosure

— = ;zmﬂsﬂ.

OIM 15 ‘

100
Rt

55,923

[CE ACT

o oa vlalstlion
nvast lgation,
slal Agent in

LEI « DIEECTOR




e _——:_—'|

= —

{FICATION FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION FPC. 14 0 9 R oM 15
s e UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE "= e

3 = P{t :
Kpril 24, 1943 WASHINGTON, D. C. Ref: =

WANTED FBI No. 255,923

WILLIAM RANDOLFH DELINSKS, with aliases; WilLI4W BELEWGEY, aRAYVE
COLLINS, GROVER COLLYNS, ROBERT COLLI®S, LOUIS COLLISOR, ROBERT
EOLLISON, wiLLIAW RANOLPH CELENSE|, RANDOLPH ®. DELENSEY, W, &ARDOLPH
DELENSEY, WILLIAM DELENSKY, RANOOLPN w. DELINSEY, WILLIAM RANDOLPH
DELIMSEY, DR. GREEN, BOZ HWASAWAY, BOB WATAWAY, BO3 HATHAWAY, R. A. SELEG.”?E SEH\\‘IEE lBT
MATHAWAY. ROBERT A. WATHAWAY, ROBEAT WATTAWAY, 0. MAVCOMBER, GEORGE

MAYEOMBER, E. MATE, 8. . WILL1AWS, B0 wILLIAMS, LEE &. WILLIAMWS.

Fhatagr k Bar 14, 193
DESCRIPTION atagraph taken Qctobar |4, 7

Age, ‘38 yesrs, Born April |7, 1905, Gainesville, Flariday Height, 5 faet, 7 Inches; Welight,
126 pounds: Eyes, blue gray; Hair, brown:; Camplezion, ruddy; Bwlld, sltim; Race, whilta; Ma=-
tiemallty, hmerican; Education, completed mecond year collegei Occupallidns, falesmen =nd
photographar: Scars and marks, wacclination scar on ugper lafk arm, Brown msols center back,
boll scar Inside right leg above ankle, cut scars on both wrists, scar bridge of nose, cut
scar over eBAch mye.

RELATIVES

Mra. Abrabham 5. (Ellalu) Oelinski, mother, 853 5.o, Znd Street, Miami, Florios; Florsace
Hetzlmr, winler, B2 5.w, Znd Street, Mismi, Florida: Wea, Herry W, (Bertrude) Flynn, alster,
{108 5.9, 2Znd Street, Miaml, Florida.

CAIMINAL RECORD

is Willlsm Delinaki, F--=, arrested Police Deperiment, HWew York, Hew York, dpril 18, 1813;
charge, mbandonment; disposltion, indefinlte term, paraoled July B, 1929,

hs Willism Randolph Delinaki, FE-TTIE, arresatsd Police Department, New Tork, Hew York, Jan-
wary 23, 1930: charge, grand larceny; disposition, returned to New York Counly Penmltant iary
as parole vwiolator March 21, 1930, parcled HWarch B8, [332,

As Robert &, Hathawsy, #35, arrested Southern Railwey Company Follce Departament, Hock mith,
Saglh Carolins, February 15. 1933: charge., carrying concealsd weapon, trespassing; <dispes |-
tlon, fined §25.00.

Az Willlem Bapdelph Oelinski, BHI9B, afrrested Police Departaent, San Antenlo, Taxas; da-
gust 5, 1933: charge, fugitive (kidnaping); dlapeaition, relzased 1o Atlanta, Georgis.

As William Randolph Delinskl, #27024, arrasted Police Department, Atlanta, Georgin, August
§ 1533: charges, carrylng concenled weapon (2 charges), robbery, kidnaping; diapesition,
2 yanra fer carrying concealed weapan, ¥ Lo & yeafa far robbary, |5 to 20 years far kidnaping
[consecubive]).

As W. Randolph Delensky, #3227, recelved Stata Prison Farm, Willedgeville, Oecrgla, Seplember
|8, 18933: cfimen, carrying concealed waspans, robbery, kidnaping; sentences, I ymars, % 10
€ years, |5 to 20 years [conseculive). Escaped Awgust 3, 1837, ) .

Ay George Maycomber, F33985, arrested Police Depariment, Clnclnnall, ohlw, October 1M, [§37]
charge, suapicicus person — houwse bresklng: disposition, relessasd o Georgla auther itise as
BACAPpERE

As Randolph Delimski, #4228, receiwed State Penitantiary, Beidavilin, Georgia, Wovembar 7,
1837 crime, kidmaping; santence, balance of sentence of 21 %o 28 years, escaped bugush 3,
194 2.

3 lolst ion
& ':ﬁlnklll'l‘l was Fiied Befare 4 Unlted qtales l:{ﬂ.l‘l!lﬂ.'lhr st Savannah; EEﬂrﬂ‘i. ph JEARUEFTF |1. |5“3| I:hl.rﬂll'li "llllﬂ Rafdalpgh uﬂllﬁ.hl' wlth & wloln o

of the Selective Training and Service Act of 840, In bhat he fuilad Lo raglater umder the ntstols.

" Law enforcoment sgenclen kindly Lranpgmit any addlitlionsl erimingl recard ar Informatien to Ehe snarest divislon af the Fedaral Bursau of Iavealigetion,

B, 5. Departesnt aof Juatice.
U, 5. Departmant of Justice, Washlagten, 0. €., or the Spacial Ageni in

i cbar, Federal Hureau of Inveatigationm,
if apprehended; please notify the Direchar, which ia nsarsst yowr elty.

Chargs of the division of the Federal Bursaw of Investigation [fated on the back heraof

fover ]

jasued By: JOHE EOGAR HODOYER, QIRECTOR
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