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Personal 

Miss Grace Tully 

)!rbrral lurrau of .Jnar!l1tp1lDll 
lInurb Staha IIrpartmrttt of Ju.tlrt 

Wolf''''''' B. a!. 

October 25~ 1943 

Secretary to the President 
The White Hous e 
Washington~ D. C. 

Dear Miss Tu lly: 

Immediately following our conversation Of last 
Saturday even ing 1 I hod a check mode to find out exactly the 
reason fo r representatives Of this Bu reau contacting Uiss 
Esthe r ROey . I have received the following report which you 
wOl appreciate~ Of course~ is the version which we had in 
our fOes . 

It seems :that the Bureau hod been conducting an in ­
vestigation looking to the apprehension alone Filliam Randolph 
Delinski . This individual had a very lengthy criminal record 
which dote s back to Apri1 1 1929 . He had been arrested in 
various parts Of the country on such charges as abandonment~ 
grand larceny~ carrying concealed weapons J house - breakingJ rob­
bery, and kidnaping. He had been sentenced to from eighteen 
to twenty years in the State Penitentiary in Georgia fo r car ­
ryin g concealed weapons and for kidnaping the President Of the 
First I/ationa] Bank Of AtlantaJ Georgia. This had taken place 
in 1934. He escaped in August , 1937J was captured and returned 
to the penitentiarYJ but again escaped in AugustJ 1942. Under 
the Federal Statutes a complaint was filed in Geo rgia to en ­
deavor to effect his app rehension by reason 0/ being an escaped 
prisonerJ and also for his failure to register under the 
Selective Service Act . 

In the records Of the Georgia Prison and Parole 
Commission at Atlanta, Georgia, there was found the name Of 
an Esthe r Riley~ 9444 - ll9th Street, Richmond Hi1l J Long 
Island J /lew York (9444 Lefferts Bouleva rd J Richmond Hi ll J 
Lon g Island J /lew York) . These record.s 01 the Georgia Prison 
and Parole Commission listed Esther Riley as an acquaintance 
Of Delinski. 
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Miss Grace Tully Page Two 

Following the Federal complaint filed on De1inski~ an 
extensiue investigation was ordered in an effort to bring about 
his apprehension in view of his long criminal record~ an d t h e fact 
that he was an escaped prisoner. The New York Of fice of the FBI 
was instructed to make an investigation in flew York State Of 
De1 inslti in view Of the fact that he had previously lived there. 
That investigation showed~ according to the files Of the New York 
City Pa role Commission ~ that De1inski. had lived at tile home Of the 
Riley family for some time in 1929 and 1930, and was apprehended 
while living there, for a violation Of his paro1e ~ being returned 
to prison in New Yorlt State to serve out the balance Of his sen­
tence which had been imposed upon him for abandonment in New York 
State. Consequently, Agents Of this Bureau made contact with the 
Riley family for the purpose of ascertaining any information which 
they might have concerning Delinski. 

According to the reco rds Of this Bureau , ~iss Esther 
Riley was interviewed on June 7, 1943, at t he !lew York Office Of 
the Federal Bureau Of Investigation . She assumed a protective 
attitude toward De1inski ana expressed admiration for his action 
in marrying a Rose Scher "under pressure . " De1inski was subse­
quently arrested for a bandoning his son born of this marriage . 
Hiss Riley stated that following h is release from prison she had 
planned to marry Delinski. She denied emphatically t hat she had 
heard from De1inski since his escape in Au gust, 1942, and con ­
tended that any attempts to apprehend Delinski and return him to 
the inhuman and barbarous treatment in a Georgia Chain Gang was 
unjust . She stated that under no circumstances would she divulge 
any information in her possession about the whereabouts Of 
Delinski. Agents Of this Bureau endeavored to convince her that 
it was not the function Of the FBI to pass upon the fairness or 
the merits Of Delinski ' s convictions, but that our function was 
to locate him and return him to the prope r authorities. 

In view Of Miss Riley ' s refusal to answer any questions 
concerning Delinski~ the United States Attorney's Of/ice at 
flew York issued a SUbpoena for her to appear before the Grand Jury 
under oath to g iue any information she might have concerning 
Delinski . Bhe appeared before the Orand Jury in answer to the 
subpoena and refused to give any information in her posseSSion, 
stating that sh e was the only person in whom Delinski had faith 
and she would not betray him . Following her refusal to answer 
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Miss Grace Tully Page Thr ee 

questions propounded to her at the Grand Jury Hearing , she was 
taken before the Federal Judge by the United states Attorney . 
On the orders of the Judge~ she then agreed to testify and in 
subsequent Gran d Jury proceedings she gave certain tnformation 
concerning Delinski. She stated that she had received a Christmas 
present f r on him in January, 1 943, and that he had again contacted 
her on her birthday~ February 28~ 1943 . She claimed that she 
hod last hea r d f ro m Delinski in liay~ 1943, from Oregon or Wash ­
ington . 

In June, 1943, an attorney in New York City advised 
the New York Office 0/ the FBI that J!iss Esthe r Rdey had called 
at hi .s office with a letter received from Delinski on June 28, 
1943 . An Agent called upon this attorney and ezanined the let ­
ter and found the r eon the address from which it had been mailed 
in the state of Yashington , resulting in Delin.ski ' .s apprehension 
on June 29, 1943. 

I have gone into some detail concerning the above 
because I wanted you to haue t he complete pictu re concerning this 
matter in so fa r as our records show . I inquired Of the Agents 
who handled this case at our New York Office as to whether any 
Of them had accused Hiss Riley Of living with a married ma n or 
had questioned her character or morality . I haue been informed 
that no such accusation was made~ though .there were certain ques ­
tions propounded to her about her interests in a married man . 
The Agents .stated that ~iss Riley, during the course Of the ques ­
tioning, was what might be termed antagonistic in that she de ­
clined to be Of any assistance to the Gouernment concerning her 
knowledge Of Delinski and did not answer any qJ- estions or giue 
any information until she had been or dered to do so by the Fed ­
eral Judge in New York City . 

,923 

,1.1., .•• 
, . 

.. .. , I . 

I am inclosing he rewith a copy Of the ,fugitiue ord er " ,,"" 
which was issued by the FBI at the time Delinski was sought , 
in orde r that you might note the criminal r eco rd which this man 
had and Which was the occasion fo r the rather intensive effo rt 
made by Agents Of t h is Bureau to effect his apprehension after 
he had escaped f rom the Geo r gia state Prison . 

As I have indicated , the information which is contained 
in this letter reflects what appears in the files Of this Bureau . 
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Uiss Crace Tully Page Four 

I would indeed appreciate any information which has 
come to you r attention which indicates any improper action upon 
the part 0/ Special Agents oJ this Bu reau in the questioning of 
Jliss Riley or in any contact which they may have had with membe rs 
oJ her family . I wi ll not for one moment condone any abuse oJ 
or mi streatment of pe r sons interviewed during the course of any 
investigation by Agen ts oJ this Bu reau. As I have said

3 
I merely 

have one side oJ the story now 3 and I would indeed welcome any 
details which you may have concerning this matte r so that I can 
fUrther inquire into it and make ce r tain that no imp ropri ety 
was indulged in - or if there was impropriety, that I may take 
appropria te action to see that it wi ll not occur again. 

matte r. 
I do appreciate so much you r speaking to me about this 

With ezpressions of my best regar ds , I am 

Sincerely, 

Inclosure 

, 
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U ,ll n, no, 
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