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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Januar y 30, 1940 . 

Memorandum For Paula Lar r abee : 

I think this should be in the 

President ' s files , Don ' t you? 

James Rowe 

Re- Sholtz. Gov 

• 

is the r18bt tiae and 
and when Ta 8'V .nd 

curatllT frOG. the rOC1!! 
• when I wOIlld lik. 
take a walk down to 

[tT ahe 18 weU in the 
he ill ,baa replaced_ 

"Q&ti .. ,l hope To.l 

~ll are Dot Y'Ot1n& tor 
Men FaJa. That'e the 

• 

'u.D. that 1. wb.1r1Sng around 
.he t.1ae it ...... ] 1 ke a 
.b i t t~ em. who baa 

i.Dg lor tM 80.. or l. for.r. W. need hi. 

'1001 )]7. M.r 10ft to 
7 Dorotb)"(lbe prot..b1T 
.eillT ••••• and gi" Kill. 
nd. bello. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

June 26 , 1940 . 

JD' Ra'.':}' : 

FOR YOUR I NFORlUTI Or • • 

(.; " - ",JJ. 

Po . 4- , 

It 18 the right tae and 
r an::!. when T8 8rv .nd 

~curatd7 trom. the rocc. 
"S wben I would like 
I take a walk down to 
,t,. ahe ia .. 11 in the 
. he 18,hal replaced me 
'llI.tift,I hope 1CIU. 

~ll are not Y'Ot1.ng tor 
•• 'n F.'a. That'e the 

'un that. 18 wbir' 1 ng &roUDd 
he tis. it aeau ] 1 lew .. 
ok. it fre" on. who baa 

:1ng tor the 90 .. or 
• former. We need. hi • 

1IOO8U,.. My lon to 
T DorotbT(ebe probeb1,. 
etl1,. ..... and gift )lies 
'ACl hello. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

September 1) , 1940 

Memor~ndum lor Gr,ce TUlly : 

Nan HontY!'pn 

! 8 ke t Dan Tobin and e eaJ.d he 
• ~ i see 'II' t he could do . He soWlded a 
bit doubtful . As you kno. , Or~gon 1s 
"Dave Beck territory" &.nd he ~d j,)e.n 

recoroi e "spheres of influence" .hen they 
see oue . 

~s Rente , Jr . 

. it 1_ the right. t'"e and. 
87 aid when T· e nr aM 

I.ccuratel.T trOll. the rOC'!!!! 
.ara when I would ] t ke 
In take a walk down to 
ltty ahe 1. well in the 
.r h. !a,bae repl..&ced. _ 
.mati .. ,I hope ya.a 

lUll are not YOt1n& tor 
. •• '0 Fda. That t. the 

tun that 18 wb1r H "i aro'" net 
the tt-. it ••••• 11ka .. 

ake it tr- 00. who baa 

king tor tbe 80 .. or 
be tOl sr. We need hi. 
C"tcc:I·])7. IIr 10ft t.o 
~7 Dorot~(.be probably 
ieil'r ...... Dd gin Ki., 
I.ed bello. 
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Graci., 

Aa ~uau.alJw1.11 roo g1 ... this to tbe Bosa,!l. it 18 the right. ti.ae and 
pactio Thh Ir18tl"en b • natural tor U.S.A.ttome,. am when Ta ''V'' end 

th. Dsoerata agree with me,it be right. ,. 

No newa trom. here J that TW can I t 9te: more accuratelJ' troe. the r.,... 
nm. to you. 1 _ still coatent but there,Ffill1 hOUri when I W'wld. ltke 
to ae. Mra. Rowe,Kbe Rowe,Dll" Irllb .attor,and then take a walk down to 
tbe W.R. to p&88 the ticae of day with TWo TeU Kitty ahe 18 weU in tM 
dog bcuee now. I gu.88 this tellow Ro •• nman,wboepr he h,baa replaced. .. 
in ber afreetl008. I hope he cbok.s,or in. the eft.matift,I hope JCIU 
choke him. 

The sari-icemen at'll are for the Boa. and still are not YOt1Dg tor 
hi_. Wun't that la.t speech a corker? By llla.t" I mean Fala. That'e the 
on]1 008 I've seen. It ned. me riel', homeelck! 

I en...,.. 10'1 the gl'POlr and. excitement and tun that ia whirl1 "'8 &1"OIJ.DI1 
the W.H. the •• la8t tew week. before election. At the time it •• ema 11k- a 
grind but TW will neYer han aa IIIlch tun a.gain. Take it trom one who baa 
been there,a.Dd .in't no lao.gerl 

I hear The Cork bid another eon. Ie he working tor the Bon or 
alttiniLon the 51delinea. I certainl ,. hope it is the former. We need big 
and 1rran't helping I'll kick hi. in the panta pereonall¥ • .My loft to 
BenjT ~hen,B1ll Haeeett,GI¥ r .. orit. brunette beautT DorotbJ'(eha probab1,. 
thinke ita brawn) and all tha reat,including Mike Rel"T ••••• and giwe Miae 
Gilligan a very dietant and quite haughtr and reaened hello. 

M1 beet, 

r 
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bas ea.U "Ql"'l eM d "1 ]!,a,,08 ea.j oj 
bn.e '\On -7 .. ~.:fw tn. ,emojjA. Z. U "10 

. jria1"l eel 

jMO"1 olij .-.,1 l,l0.16'lJ::l~. no. , j!?, j ln.e 
.Xli b!ww I nart. nuorf ~ &'1eM 

oj mrob Xl"" .. • W nen; bn.e, nJ;es 
eliJ fl. na. sl el1e 'tjJH .£leT oWl. rf 

.~ b)Qa1~."'l C ti,~l ~rl , rlWtn~~c 

VOX &qed 1,e"l.t.6£no enJ n1 'Xv 

"SOl 3tllJOV .ton na LUte bna !laoS. eM 
edj sljartT oAr., aae. I n"cAl~ ~8 ~"1~ 

I x~la~morl 

bru.IcYl. anl.l"IldW al jartj rus1 bna jn~JII&jl:::I 
a .,Ul "ua .tl • ./I.U edj H, . noi.t.::.s..ce 
ud orlw .no .,,\ j1 e.ol£T . als!a nul d4 

'iO •• 06 eM '10\ gnbi"10W sd 81 o~ 
aUt been. . "IaarIo1 eM d .11 eqod ~ 
~ avol "... 0 't!lanoe"1eq • .:tn.eq ~rlJ n.J 

"(lciAdO"1q arie)'tdjo'JoG lj1.l&8d .j,ten11ld 
•• .ill *'y.ta ba.a •••• • 't!llaJi .)[llt !fllbu!::I • 

• oU.d ban •• n ba.. "(j 
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26 August 1944 

Dear Grace(and the Boa •• lf he has tIme) 

This 18 Rowe reporting In trom the PacIfIc. I have been 
somewhat dilatory of late,because the Preeident haa been 
renominated and has covered *he Pac1tic s1nce last I wrote. I v •• 
and am 80mewhat alarmed that three dlrrerent people took the 
trouble ot writing me that he would be out my way long betore be 
got to the PacifIc. I wonder how the devil thoe. things get out, 
but oertalnll this last trip dId! Tell Mike ReIlly held better 
crack down. (By the way I had a letter trom a lady I know who 
had met Mike dOYn South and 8ald he vas the handsomest men abe 
had ever seen. Ie that true') 

You vl11 not be surprised to know I have ssveral complaints 
to make about the way the country Is being run. I am desplT 
disappointed that the Democratlc platform did not haTe a plank 
pr omising to t 1re Jessie Jones after NOTem~~ seTenth t or the 
Texas double_cross. As you may remember. I haTe devoted many ot 
my momenta t rying to pr ove to the BOS8 that ~essie always va. and 
alwaye will be a double-crosser. I sometime. wonder he do,.n't 
cut hi. own throat by mistake. I will detinitely become ant1_ 
Roosevelt it he stays 1n this time. 

Nor was I haPP1 about Truman. Wallace looke" better lodng 
than he ever did in winning and although I know it i. sentimental. 
I liked the crowd on hie eide better than I did the boye against 
him. I am pleased he ran so well because it Bhows the Nev Dealers 
stlll have some pover.even it we never would get down and try 
to take over the Democrats inetead at oomplainlng about how auGh 
say the1 had. And I val disappointed that Ed PaullY va. still 1a 
the part1. Be doesn't belong there and never dld. 

Of oours. I know Truman is a better man.in terms at 
competence. than the people are golng to flnd out. He Is cartainl, 
better than Brioker and I have even found myselt telling the 
Republicans aboard Ship that I would prefer him to Devey a. 
President. But I would stl1l hate to see him President. 

That 1s all the complaining I haTe to do at the mo •• nt. 
I have bien out ot Washington a year now and living with otfllare 
who are aGstly Republioan. I have kept from being court-martialed 
b1 the lkin at my teeth several times. I haTe learned,when 80.' 
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.oron says ·~ven it you're tor Roosevelt you don't mind -1 
sa1i~ he's a !"'6& _(&( %( ,do you·, I should s&1 -Oh,not at 
all. instead ot ~ow would like a good kiok in the teeth 
brother'- It aeems they have rules against busting people'ln 
t he Navy. 

Only recently I have been told that Roosevelt got us Into 
the war, and that Rooeevelt has al1l&1S been agalnst the Navy. 
When I rather simply try to recount how he started building up 
the Navy(aa against my better Judgment as usual) 1n 193. I sa 
told it waa Inevltable,that anyone would do it, I now have 
an ottice In the toreoaatle where I can lock the door,acre .. tor 
tive minutes and come out smiling, 

I eee where we a~ tluR~lng the campaign a8 usual. My Bcout. 
report the Democratic headquarters Is Just 8S dead under Hannagan 
8S It vas under Flynn and Walker. You w1l1 s~ that is a mathemati
cal i~asibllity and 80 would I,but honest,Grace.thatls what the 
tolks back home tell me. Thank God tor PAC.Sideny Hillman's outtit. 
I hear -Beanie Baldwin ls really running it, Do you remember the 
time,almolt tour years ago,right atter Wilkie tried to save 
AmA!rica tor the Amerlcans,when I told Beanie to send you a 
note about the Agricultyral Committee, and he ct!led Sam Ra1burn 
DaIDeS and the BOS8 dldn t read it and you didn t read;: it and 
the BOBS alnt it to Sam Rayburn and he dld read It' Sam Itared 
mad at as and Beanie tor a year, 

Why didn't we get Rayburn as Vice Pre8ident' He was the 0n17 
real RoosIvelt man in the wbole crowd except Bill Douglae' 

Oh ,ye8 the serTiceman l • Tote. It bothers me. The Navy 
Department hal done a beautiful Job in getting out applicatlone 
for ballots and hae had good posters,etc, It keeps pushing the 
thing.oo~letely impartial ot course,and hal done an excellent 
piece at work in trylng to make the complicated vote lav work, I 
am -Voting Of ticer- on my carrier which means I handle the balots. 
Since I em intereeted in polit1ce(and belieTe the more 8ervi •• en 
vote the better tor the Preslint)I alBo did a good Job in trying 
to get the men to apply tor baliots. I picked a tlme tor handing 
out the postcards when we were not busy and the men were relaxed. 
I dld it al80 right atter Devsyle nomination when there val mar. 
lntereBtin and talk about politlcB than betore or 8ince. 

aren l t 
Well.the slmple anewer il that they are interested enough. 

The offioers are and they divlde about 50_50 tor Rooeevelt and 
Oewey.(I would gueBs the Roosevelt peroentage on thi8 sh1p ie 
hlgher than usual.) The men are almost 8011dly tor RooseTelt, But 
40 per oent are t oo young to vote and of the rest,only about one 
in ten bothered to ap,ly. They admit either they donlt oare or 
that Roos •• elt will win 80 essl11 it lsn't worth botherlng about, 
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It they get intereeted later on.lt vill be too late to apply and 
vote. 

I am atraid that 1. what 18 happening 1n the Statea,tro. 
all I read and hear, The people who would vote tor the Pres1dent 
normallyJuet arenlt interested enough thie year to go through the 
mechanioe,mostly because they think he haa a wlakaw&1. 

~t we know that the lower the vote the larger the percentage 
ot the Republlcana, We canlt win unlee. we get out the vote, And 
it the experience on mf shlp and nearby Shipe 1s symptomatic ot the 
eervieemen'e vote there Just vonlt be any. I think the conditione 
have been 1d.al tor them. Shipboard "lite 1. 80 oompletely ~notoDou8 
that -n7 thlng new lnterests the men and they should have grabbed 
at thls. Their cond1t10n8 ot 1~1ng are so muoh better than !ray 
troop. that they haTe leisure enough to do this sort ot thing. In 
briet,it they wouldn't bother on the Suwannee when every etfort 
was made to get them tO,I donlt thnk they will in France or Jew 
luinea in the dirt and mud. ~ 

I hope I am wrong and that Hannegan nad the BOlses are wcDder
men in getting out the vote. I doubt that Labor can get It'. vot. 
out. because bellles are too tull. 

And I al80 am another one ot the harping crltlci who believes 
the President is too tar away trom us, the people. today. ETeryone 
slts around and says when the Presldent goee campaignlng,hI will 
get the Totes. But ln 1940 he started awful late. One ot -r 
frlend. who works tor the Republlcan Natlonal 80mmlttee wlot, .e 
the other days very cockily.polntlng out how beautlfully organised 
the Devey a.chlne ls.and saylng 'we won't get caught napp1ng and 
let r.D.R. pull lt out ot the tlre wlth four speeohee thls tl •• !· 
Incldentally ,he l aughed at the Democratlc commlttee.sald he aIv&1e 
knew they were asleep 1n past electlons but that they haTe th. 
graveyard tombstone eet up thle tlme. 

So I hope the Boss does a lot ot talking about 
and oontinually. I hope he tells the people that he 

only,saylng that 1t shows how strong 
we have that ln tlme of war we ,top tor an ellct-

and eTen must present hl, 11de al a candidat' to 
the people. And except tor that one week he will be too buey 
wlth his job ... to campalgn, Someone else can ask hoy the vartl.e 
gOTernor ot Nev York can spend soo much tlms away trom the deak, 
And the Preaident ehould do It nov (announce lt nov,I meaD).o 
the Republloans canlt s&1 tor plychological purpolel that we are 
Icared. 

And another thlng: watch out tor the Commander-ln-Ohier 
label It Is all rlght to crack Dewey tor his abdlcat10n and to 

• front that Dewey has abdlcated betore he il e1eeted 
tell the hoae 
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• 

tor 80m. peculiar rea eon the servleem,n reeent the tl~l. 
it doesn't do any good to explaln the Con8tItutlon to thea. 

Interestedly enough, I rlnd the old Roosevelt theme strongee1 
among the •• k1ds who certalnly canlt remember much about 19~2. 
When t hey get 1n an argument it alVa,y8 enda the .... wa,y:.ln)"vq 
when the depreBslon was on.he tried, That 1, religion and that 
counts even today more than anythIng else. So Mr. Hoover had better 
be dusted otf and ki cked around a little. 

And now,Grace,that • have sat down and pat1ently explalned 
to you how the election should be handled,what 1s the gossip? As 
the campaign nears.I regret that I ever lett~and wish t were back 
at least until November 7th. I squeloh ever ~epubllcan aboard 
who presumes to argue but that 1s pretty dull d1sh tor an expert. 
t have visions ot the V.H. teeming with pol1tics.war or no war 
and t hope it i8 true. The convention seemed to be handled 
beautitully and tor that Hannegan doee deserve oredit. I have Dot 
heard a peep about my erst~lile chums Tommy Corcoarn .dd DaY. 
N1lea and would guess they were told to l1e low,along with 
Harry Hopkins,which i8 what should have 8een done. I was amused 
by my frIends Biddle and Ickes working eo hard tor Wallace,_ WP" 
neither has ever l1ked tor a minute. But,as I say I vould have 
been tor him too,despite his a&rologer meanderings. But I would 
hate to see him President. 

But someone said to me the other day. Iyou would hate to 
see anyone President except Roosevelt l and I guess that is the 
answer. 

My good wite keeps me pretty well informed on the passing 
scene and Mary Eben gives me the gossip with a regualr1ty that 
delights me. I wish you would speak sharply to Sam Rosenman and 
tell him he 1s working KItty 80 hard she never gets a moment to 
wr1te me a letter and that he vill haYe to make an account1ng to 
me when I return. That 18 the only explanl10n I have tor (Itty 
not wr1tIngiotherwise the pertect lady would be imp.rteot. But 
don't let her read thIs until ahe has written one. 

There 1s little I want to say and less you want to hear 
about Mis sy. LIb sent me a clipping about it and I suppose 1t 
1s 811 tor the best.but I have never been one ot those who got 
any pleasure or reliet trom say1ng that sort ot thing. I know only 
Missy tor my book was Just about the greatest lady I ever met 
and the best thing that ever happened to the President. She had 
ot course loyalty.but who hasn1t,to the Prssldent(except J.J.);ahe 
knew how t o use that loya lty and to separate the self-seekers and 
these who had some lnstinc' ot help for the people. The W.E. 
was a .uoh better place because ot her.and through 1t so va. the 
country. I have never telt so badly about anyone I haven't •• eD 

C
ol

le
ct

io
n:

 G
ra

ce
 T

ul
ly

 A
rc

hi
ve

; S
er

ie
s:

 G
ra

ce
 T

ul
ly

 P
ap

er
s 

B
ox

 4
; F

ol
de

r =
 C

or
re

sp
on

de
nc

e:
 R

ow
e,

 J
am

es
 H

., 
Jr

., 
19

40
-1

94
4



.. 
• t7 

~~ .. 
.. " 0. 

I 

- • 

for yeare .1 I did about her. An1v8y,lt haa alway8 been a wonder 
to me why the women around the President were 80 good and the 
men 80 damned incompetent. I don't mean that aa tlattery;lt Jus' 
happens to be true. It would be hard to write a paper without 
painst,k1 ng research to document it about the bungling 1n the 
V.H. and the competenoe 1n the W.H. but I could write it. I 
would haYe two columns! Male and Female. I hasten to exempt Bill 
RasBet trom this diatribe and of oourse Rudolph but I can think 
of no other exceptlone(lncludlng Tours truly). 

The war g088 Yell with me. The glamour and exoitement 1, 
all gone noy and it 1s Just a Job but it 115 a Job vell worth 
dolng and I am content which I would not be 1n Washington, I haTe 
a vague Bort ot hope that betore too many month8 more have 
passed I may get to Washington for s wsek or so but nothing setiT. 
to baae that hope on. If I do I hOUB it is before election. I canlt 
tell you where I have been but it you are interested .nough _arbe 
the BoS 8 naval aide will look it up for you. JU8t tell him the name 
ot the carrier. 

As ueual,I end this letter with the delicate hlnt that I 
would like to be a Tery Jun10r naval a1de at the peace conference. 
I keep putting that bait out with regul aritr but the wary fish 
doeen1t eTen turn hie head. Ae you may remember,! am persistent. 

France goes well and swell and the Presldent f1ghts a Tery 
eatletactory war,so tar a8 I am concerned. I think the talk that 
it France talla t'twtl~;lzaat& and Germany quita betore election 
it will de teat h1m,ls claptrap. All you haT. to do 1s ask people 
to pioture the peace table with Churchill Stal1n,Chlang---and Dewey 
sittIng there. Think about 1t awh1le ap4 that ahake you haTe 18 
only a oold •• t.ez shudder running do Tour baok! 

My belt to the President and my love to you and Xltty and 
the rest. 

u 
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