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FEDERAL LITHOGRAPH COMPANY 
1529 Seventh Street. N. W. 

Washington.!). C. 

MIchigan 4136-7 • 
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1529 Seventh'Street. N. W. 
Washington. p. C. 

MIchigan 4136- 7 • 
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Theodore .rwv wv v ,-.~. ~ 

n711""T. hfl.Ve seerned appropriate because all successors had continued I 
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the yeeTs 1'Then it Vias my privilege to occu.py an office adjacent to 

Prosident Roosevelt IS, I Iva3 afforded an intimate view of the faE;cbna.ting crof::s-sect.ion 

o:f people, from allover the Viorld, i1ho came _<:tnci went t.hroug"h the Bas.:::' door. 

Out of n10f of I recall that in cla:>Ts, 

a5 was natural, mOe:t of his v:LsitOl~s were civilians. Thel came from all vra11;:0 of life. 

In. Q typical , for inst:mce, on the a.ppointment list" it was likely that a glamorous 

visitor, possibly ,lith a Holl:,rwoocl label, Y{Olud be included. He or c;:he might 

be folloy,ed by a prcwtical pol:Lt.icieJl1, a dist.ingu.i::3hed educator, a cOlmtr:y school teiJ-

eller, diplomat, a boy scout, <:;. factory vrorker or perhaps a migrant farm haDd. 

The list cou.ld go on and. on if I the space to enconIpass all the c2:tegories of hie: 

v-ic;ito:rs. 7 

~l:he Boss, with his' inherent of friendliness c.md solid:Guc1E: for the 

~ 

concerns of others, particularl;y the coo-called common man, ,vclcomed ever,yr op- .1 

, .. c. , • I. f.. ~l t· porLLU1lT,;Y OJ: meeT.lYlg D. ne1'\1 segmem::, 01 ·v.1e cross-ssc' .J.on.
1

• 
, .'·.)1"(1....-- \;:;vvl1. v.l-_0 , . f J~'le BosS G .I.e. \.J 

~ or. to"'iE),c,lc 0 vi, It, VH3.S Cllc .. I d.C ,.'.1. -

~3lightest reference vio1.itd be 

likely to memOY"Y to a host 

of interestiIl,g recollections. 
ThO'lJgh I should 

probably have l:no1f>rn 
from. my hist,or;y l)ool~s , 

I recall that it was 
he vrl:1.o info:cmed me 

one 
1600 r 

AventV3 v,as built it -V'ic1S 
referred to a:3 liThe P1'83i-· 

dent 1 sHouse --

II 1/ 
E:x.ecI.1:1:.ive and The Palace

l1

• 

He added that it was President 

Theodore Root;evclt 
st8xted the residence, 

l1'fhe White Housel!, that it 

successors had continued 

must ha.'re seemed C19propri8.te because all 

to do so. 

nry 12 years 

in the House, there grew up in the minds of the 

C
ol

le
ct

io
n:

 G
ra

ce
 T

ul
ly

 A
rc

hi
ve

; S
er

ie
s:

 G
ra

ce
 T

ul
ly

 P
ap

er
s 

B
ox

 5
; F

ol
de

r=
 F

D
R

, M
y 

B
os

s:
 C

ha
pt

er
 D

ra
fts

 a
nd

 N
ot

es
, c

a.
 1

94
7-

19
49



public lonsiderable interest in what, for vlant of a better description, might be termed 

the three supplementary \~l1ite Houses. They were the Roosevelt home at Hyde P2.rk, New 

York, which was the President I s birthplace and his favorite spot, the 80ttage at Warm 

Springs, Georgia, and later the war-tL~e camp, Shangri-La, located in the coctoctin 

Mountains, MaF.:{land. This last named retreat oV'red the origin of its name to the as-

siduous questioning of the press. Upon the occasion of General Doolittle's raid on 

/..bP)~~ 
Toh:yo, they hadfasked the Boss to name the base from which the planes had taken off} 

IW~4L 
A. bit of whims~y prompted in on a secret - Shangri-La. 1I 

~ 
the rn.ythical ~ depicted in J81lles Hilton's book IlLost He had in mind, of course, Horizon!! . 

stvc,i< t 
The pseudonym s;J:..o.e.J! ' 

No one of these homes vyas interchaxJ.geable with the real "White House in the 

~14~~ , 
Capital so far as sentiment or importance went ~the American people. ~f,aCh of the 

three Places)in some measure/appro~ted a V~ite House for all had in COMTIOn the hous-

ing of the Chief Executive and the carrying on of Presidential activities. 

During those dark days, no matter which one of the places sheltered the 

Comnander-in-Chief, he had, of necessity, to be in consta.l1t communica.tion ,nth 1600 Peill1-

sylvania Avenue. For reasons of military security, ~ vrhich I will speak later, no 

publicity could be given the intricate system of communication 'Nhich .i~.?7I1ia __ 

ever he went. To establish this setup)the finest radio consultants and technicians in 

the Armed Forces had pooled their ingenuity a11d Imowledge. The result was the most 
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.---
comprehensive transmitting and receiving paraphenalia thi:?t modern. nlCm had devised up to 

that tL.'116. In simple language, lmndorned \';'ith scientific description, these tech_nical 

fllen :tn-J,de :L t possible for P. D. E. to l:eep In t011ch yjj:,ll the Pl'OdTess of the YiKC. 

T'Ta.r effort 011 8"\rer7/ fro11t: .. It The accomplisbJIl.ent of all this, to the average lay E1.ind, such 

as mine, ne-v'er failed to intrigue E1e. In retrospect, 2.t ::;-till seems to r::18 as t,1l01..l£'h the 

e:x:t,raordin<'~17 cOn!lnu'lic':1tion facilities focuced not only the nel'.,3 of the world, but cc.p-

I suppose tho1..1g'h ... \"hen one dedicctes hE)l~seli' 

sat the -~}!orld VIas a lnOST.. inter~esti11g" place! 

Airplanes usually bro1..l,ght thE; r11<').il, wherever we VTere; 3peci8,1 telephone facili-

afforded instantaneous cormections. P, DR w<oc_- +1-1e fi-r's+ PJ.·~eQl·dent ;1,r}lO D"l -1'118 -!-l:"l"rukl-ino " "I,.'ll ~lC:. • .J vJ. _. __ 1 v _ I.... , •• _ _ u_, J.'. "--'-'""'b 

of an eye, could be placed in comDunication y,;-ith the 

TIlatic aXlcl rrilit,ar~~r. 

of Secret " 1" ,. 'k, npn cnn·'lllUPr -r-llA -'1~I-r)C \ t)lY" ~""-'~- ____ u __ .-,,~ ... v_..,. \..1':"-1: 1-)'C~lt 

for reaS011S T11is trio r6-
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to this war-

time regulation and that was during the 1944 eJampaign for the presidenc8 The restriction 

"Has lifted _.- the nu.mber of reporters VIas increased but not to the e:A.-tent of the pre-war 

basis. In F.D.R. ! S second terrn as President, a roster of the gentlemen of the press cov-

ering him and going on all the , contained, among other~such l1ClJIleS as George R. 

Holmes, Ulric Bell, Joh.l Russell YOlmg, Walter Trohan, Edwi.n D. C8J1hal11, Albert L. Warner, 

Joseph H. Short, Felix Belair, Jr., Robert S. Allen, Frederick A. Storm, George E. Durno, 

Victor A. Sholis, Marquis W. Child, Bascom N. TirrLTIlOnS, Doris Fleeson, Lyle Wilson, Bert 

PndrevfS, Thomas Reynolds, Richard Harkness, J oh.11 Henry, Ernest Lindley. 

Ever371\'"here F.D.R. went, he worked, even when the trip was ostensibly a vacation. 

In pre-war da~rs a weekend at Hyde Park rarely passed without its quota of distinguished 

,,""isi tors. 

All during the PT-e-si"ttel:Tb' s tenure of office there grev,r up a great deal of 

discussion upon the subject of !lon the record ll visitors and !loff the record ll visitors. 

The reportersjactually assigned to the White House /'lere clear as to this moot question, 

but many of the colunmists and Mr. and Mrs. Public seemed so often to h:.we misinterpreted 

~~~ 
these two categories of visitors. I believe I can clarify the <i1i:;I!Ik. 

In any giveR ;year the President saw a min:Ll11um of 2000 to 3000 people by a:p-

pointment -- individually and in groups. This total ~not include ,.Cabinet meetings, 
Ki! 

Pacific Council, Economic Council, Combined War Labor Board, Budget Seminars, Press Con-
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('­
~.~ 

ferences and ~ TI13'-riad of emergency conferences. Of this nurnber, by special appointment, 

perhaps there would be forty to fifty e.ctual II off the record appointments ll . The names of 

these were never included in the regu-lar list issued daily, a..Yld in each case there Ims 

"~.~4JI 
always a reason the visit vms The Boss ~, j.n addition, 

~~(~eJft'~~<~,",' 
during the years, whose ~ were never am10unced to the Press. In 

i\. 

that partic1J-le.r group were included house guests, family friends and acquaintances, 

luncheon, dinner, tea, or possibly weekend guests, ma..YlY of whom were actually Mrs. Roose-

velt's visitors. There exi,sted a definite UJ,lderstandil1[.{ vdth the Press that there was no 

obliga~ion to give out the guest list of those whose visits were wholly social or as we 

called it, on the "house side!!. This Vias in the interests of family privacy to which it 

would seem even a President, in a democracy, is entitled. And last, there were the so-

ce.lled llbedside appointmentsll held shortly after F.D.R. awoke and before he arose for 

the day. 

J. Edgar Hoover, on the trail of something "hot!! might want to bring the Boss 

up to date on his findin,gs. If a hint of the purpose of his visit leaked out, it could 

very well ruin the successful completion of hj .. s investigation. Therefore, the status of 

his calls was pretty generally !loff the record", 

House 

During the war 

~G...1 

day~ oreign diplomats were eded 

.,.. :",,-, 

the protection of .. ~ 

{!!IJI __ l!i!>tv be~ause the very nature of' the business wl>.ich brought them to the iNhite 

~~A ~ 
was ;.l1m.. For instance the Soviet Ambassador might be the bearer of a message 

" 
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" 

from. Stalin or Molotov or perhaps the British .c'\.mbassador wOlud be relaying one from 

Churchill or Eden. 

convert a legislator 

times vIhen it ~ necessary-, 4l~l'~§""lJ:eu;~ the 
~ 1% A 

or ( politician to his way of thinki...'1g or at least 

Boss, 

try to influence 
.f 

IrN 

him. to modify or revamp some idea or 

L " 

other ':R b'rrf::CZ;~~~~.¥p~occasion­
A.-~ 

ally there was so nlUch at stake in a piece of legislation or lNar strategy that the key 

figure looked to the Boss to share the responsibilities. 

Ever conscious of his stewardship, F.D.R. tried to help the person in any 

/' 

momentous decision. lIve lmovVl1 him to flatter, QJ-"c5:i&Alte:UIIl •• h, remonstrate/or re-

proach a gentleman, to gain his point. Depending on the issue invol-ired, the visitor 

was either listed on the appointment schedule or his name orrdtted. Thero 1,'fere many 

t:L-nes when, if the caller' 3 nE'J1lO had ~ been piece of legislation or a 

" 
necessary policy might have been names of certain callers, 

~e dS.1! 

\~ on the subject of politicic1l1s 1it"lIDd s to mll1d an incident lJ'jhich occurred 
/ i., 

1!~¥4~-W> 
when F.D.R. was still <iovemor of Nevr York State and Huey Pierce Long was u~3,i:lOr,(?) 

£.~ 
controlled the politics of the state absolutely, and ViaS known as III 

am the law, Long. II His tactics as 

that alliB-Ylce vlith such a povier could be dangerous. Roosevelt has been severely criti-
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cized for allying h:Lmself at various calibe~~ 

it political expediency, or what you will, but ·v'ihen the Boss set out to achieve 

.!.. • 
ltL."118S in his career Call 

~13 affecting the u~timate ,,1[elfare of the people, he cou~d resort to such an alliance 

or cOll1proJJ1ise. He often quoted, apropos of that, Ilyou cross the bridge "\Nith the devil 

l.mtil you reach the other side. n 

velt's 

teemen 

days were sorely taxed 

~"'~A,"~~_ ( . 

and women CLl1d all sorts of advisers. 

a(usy one. Mr. Roose-

Senators, National Commit-

In addition, he was unable to relay~ 

rapid pace required in the business of rTh'111ing the £tate 

It is well to bear in mind that the Hyde Park house was presided over by the 

President I S m.othel~l Mr. Roosevelt decided to . Long to luncheon. I recall 

that when the day arrived, F .D.R. I S appointments ran into the hmcheon hour. Pressed 

for tim.e as he was, he asl<ed his mother to seat Mr. Long to his right. His idea was 

~~.~~' 
n -l- b f' n d d 'h " L ~ dl' Scussl'n.<"I"Jcnm,"pal' gn plans f'o'" tlle al-e'"!.s 01 c011rse ,-,0 e a":'lor.e t_ e opport,unl:,-,y 01" 1':., ~ 0..1'" .;. .c' c;. 

1\ 

where he knew Huey could be most useful. He ~ not, however, ma~ a.l1Y mention of his 

intention to Mrs. James. Mr. Long was just another nElme to he}. She was a II stickleI'll f 

for the conventions and correct table seating vms importa.l1t to her, so ordinarily one of 
:J 

the ladies vrould have Governor's right. 

%1 
We 'were ten or twelve at table :Ll1cluding Mrs. Franklinl On Mrs. James' right 

V'I 

sat a gentlemen, whose ne11ne I can I t recall, but of whom she thoroug-hly approved as one 
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'5 
who possessed all the ~~-:t'J:;2~~{iJ'" she ~,she 

have been vfOndering why her son did not choose to EtSsociate ~more with men of this type 

than vr.L th Mr. 

<';"1 ""O"-'Wh'''' 
~ 

Right from the first course, G -) and Huey had 

,W 
embarked on an animatedlllconversation. Thelr tones lHere low and it seemed to m.e that the 

rest of us were unusually qulet for an informal Hoosevelt luncheon. Posslbly, all un-

consciously, some of us vrere eavesdropping', Suddenly, for the fraction of a minute, 

there ca.me a lull, during vrhich Mrs. J ames placed her hal1.d to her mouth ill the motlon 

emplCJyed when one wants to be confidential, - "Who is that AWFUL man dtting on IrW 

son! s rlg ht ? If she sald In a voice, vrhich feemed to me .could be heard out on the Post 
j 

Hoad. At once eve~Jone began nervously to chatter like the tradltional magpie -- the 

.;?~ II? 
of conversation that 'i!d~ •• a moment of embarrassment. Our laughter was 

forced. We vrere trying to throv'l up a smoke screen and mal~e a joke out of.. ~$}f. 
A 

Long could be politically important to F.D.R. My eyes were 

glued to Huey in an effort to detect ~ •• fiiii. the guest ho.d heard. _ ~ still_ seemed 

deeply engrossed 

Gathering courage, I glanced 

at my hostess. I knew her well and loved her dearly! She had somewhat the e:xpression 

of a wiJ\ful child 1/-1ho had Jall pot an! feltKatisfied I 

~ 
learned later that she to her questiOl1l\til\' after lUl1ch. The 
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gentlemen to whom she directed it knew his territoIY and did not vdshto tillii._JIt"LMJ'@f!!"risk.,. 

t I i fI A.. *1 , ~t() 

having Mrs. James utter further _ £JII!" on the IIKin.gfish ll • 

In some inst&'1ces the Hoff the record ll visit came as the direct. result of 

the visitor! s ovm request. The Vmite HOllse naturally had to comply though perhaps the 

subst.ance of the meeting did not rate the iln.portaIlce that the guest might attach to it. 

Most requests for appointments were made through the regular chan ... l1els -- _. 

via the Appointment Secretary, Marvin McIntire, in the early days or Pa 

Watson later on. 7rhat vre terrned t!&'1 on the 

minute appointmentll becarne necessary, the lperator referred the call to me so that I 

could check with the President. Such incidents might very well occur when the Appoint-

ment SecretaFy was at lunch or away from the W11ite I-Iouse on official business. ~-

, ....... r access to the .get an iIllJnediate answer. 

An ilnportC'illt part of my job was to save the Boss from all unnec'esSaFy harass-

ment so that he could husband his time and energy for matters of urgency and gravity. 

Therefore, I never considered it 

~ :l=='!W $~"i ~ to sidetrack the people 'Hho vTere(vital to the I'lL11l1ing of t.he governrnent. 

and the war 41IIU it, such as Cabinet members cll1d high ranking men of t.he Armed Forces. 

If in my judgment, t.he subject might be disposed of by n. talk with the Boss over t.he 

telephone, I bent every effort to have him take t.he call rat.her tha...n make an appointment. 

If the subject iyaS an involved one, and indicat.ed that. a lengthy conversat.ion rnight 

ensue, he would instantly say, HTell Pa I'll see Stilnsol1 or Hull or Knox or whomever it C
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~ It> 
might be, in the morning. Have Pa put hinl on the list, Grace.lJ 1njoying hl1lJ18n contact 

~_ ... he did, it vms always his natural L'rflpulse to see the person rather than 

t:. 
He liked to watch the expression(f his callers. the 'phone. FaceUlto""face vdth them.) 

his unusual quality of discernment increased so that he cou~d penetrate more deeply into 

their thoughts. Over the telephone his perspicacity vms not as successful. It was because 

he got a great deal more out of Jlthe it across ""che "'tl.esk conversations!! than over •• the ... tele-

phone, that he preferred them. 

I could a.l1d did arrange appointments for the Boss on what I used to call limy 

~~"'f't: 
friends in and 

official 

The fr,esident had set this 
Cc , 

period aside for the exclusive purpose of dictating and signing It was a mov-

4~~~ 
able time because it had to folloYf the last 

mood..·. ___ • On the dEJ.Ys when he was beset ·with involved or grim problems, he him-

self became more "wmmd Upll and the ten or fifteen minute 

I 
If my mail~appened to be ~ heavy orythose days, I became ap-

~ 

prehensive as the minutes ticl~ed on, for that was bound to 
~-----~. 

our 

mail period. 

To be more specific, an une:hrpected situation 2,r08e, let us s~the 
Secreta: of State, War or Navy asked if __ could run in to see the Boss for a fevT 
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minutes, I never hesitated about rnaking the appointment for them, lmovdng that if no 

other time were available, there was always !lmy OINn time!1, always 

only too glad to give even th01lgh it might result in 

-!- -!... .. 

After I gave the proposed vtsitor the assu.r811ce of I W01JJ.d 

then nottfy the Boss that I had checked the appointment 

visitor ~ii\iiiI;" •• ~~ 
I 

I felt tmpelled in serious -. 
Situations, to break right in to permit the Boss to dedde his In 

order not to interrupt his train of thought I had adopted the system of typing out a 

memo with the request briefly stated and the reason why the Secretar-y felt it irnperative 

to come right over. A typical memo nri_ght read as follovvs: 

Hull wants to see you 3: 30 

He has just had answer from 

He would either nod agreement and that nli.ght mean that the very next/appointment would 

have to be cancelled, or he Vlo"LLld jot down a more convenient hour. Sometimes he just 

:iJn,.nuJ.sively picked up the receiver &'1.d made the appointment himself! 

All names appearing on the appointment list, so far as the reporters were COl1-

cerne) were the c;y-nosure of a11eyes. It is their business to be ever on the alert for 

a story. Some names v'iarranted more carefu.l scrutiny than others, and I might add that 

the ·UJlling of when these nallleS appeared influenced the reporters in their evaluation of 

the possible consequences of any vtsit. To elucidate further, Cabinet members as suc7 
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did not create a ripple of curiosity in the Press room unless the particular Cabinet mem-

bel" had been designated by the Boss to handle a very delicate sitllation as betvv-een govern-

ment and perhaps labor, or industry-. It naturally folloy,ed that i 11 this crisis, the 

Cabinet member v{Ou~d want to slip in he was not ready 

to make a public announcement about;,\ the final outcome. Good examples of these visits 

that come to rrry l1'~nd offha.l'1d, are when Ickes ViaS battling it out 'lath John L. Lewis on 

an impending coal strike, or the t:Lme 'when Hull was conferring with the Japanese Ambas-

sador "along with t he special representative of the Japanese G·oveY£l.ment/just prior to 

Pearl Harbor. 

~==-_ •• _~~ 'Ne fell upon troublous times when two government officials 
~ 

would become openly embroiled over a difference of opinion in policy. These seemed to 

folloVI a set pattern. First carne the negotiation stage follovred by the quarrelsome 

period -- then the open breach, and finally, the undignified climax of a front page 

story in every neVIl"Spaper of the blov .. by blow fight of the two Kilkermy cats. 

The Boss was really a patient man, but scrimm.ages of this type always irritated 

him. Invariably he wou..ld send for the guilty parties, sometilnes separately, somet:Lmes 

together amI he W01Lld then set about making them see the error of their ways and trry to 

'work out a comproldse. He was good at this and he had, to lIly way of thinking, CI high 

score in settli."l.g these controversies. PJnong them were the Hull-Moley SPli)4:i1. 1939 

the Ickes-Hopkins 
// 

and the Wallace-J ones brawl~~ In the afore-
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mentioned and sind.lar insta:.n.ces, the Boss asked that every precaution be tal(en to protect 

the secreCJT of the visitors. Like the leader he was, he realh~ed that nothing vms to be 

gained by announcing to the vrorld that after an off the record visit, all had been ironed 

out and that he had again played the role of peacemaker. In his unselfishness, he was 

far more interested in preserving lliL'li ty :L.i1 his carnp!!, rather than posing as the saviour 

of the hour. Kn01ring, hO'wever, wha.t energ';ll a.nd tiIlle he had exerted in ending the de-

bacle, I felt he was CLi1 unsung hero! 

In lighter vein were the 'visits of F.D.H. I S personal friends. This list was 

a lon..€;' one. lN11at impressed me most about it wa.s that included in it w-ere not only Illany 

of the so-called elite and well to do but also the names of Itthe little man!!, the old 

fawily retailJ.er, the A roll call of this list 'Nould reveal the demo-

cratic outlook of F .D.H. in the deepest a.nd f-i11est sense. 

~r' 
Then too it was often politicall;Y''''IIIlilllill! __ iiI!!I!MJi~8!' 

4 
the President. visit ~ 

en in hi s party, such as Jim Far l8'J, Frank Hague, Ed FlY{l .. n, Fra..11k: 

r" 1::1' C"'~I'~P· 

of ChicagJ\._ Bob HanJ'.1egan, -

Oftener, there vv-ere times vThen the reverse was the order, and the Boss was 

eager for the 'visits of these men to be 
1\ 

Others !;'rho often~a'1le I'off the record" because they enjoyed the status of 

Vincent Astor, 
7 

friend~ aD.d adviser Vje;~ernard Baruch, 

t-lwIitiJllFi: J !ill; and Basil 0 I Connor. ·When the last ncmled was invited in his capacity as 
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