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public considerable interest in what, for want of a better description, might be termed

?

the three supplementary White Houses. They were the Roosevelt home at Hyde Perk, New
York, which was the President's birthplace and his favorite spot, the @ottage at Warm
Springs, Georgia, and later the war-time camp, Shangri-La, located in the Coctoctin
Mountains, Maryland. This last named retreat owed the origin of its name to the as-

siduous questioning of the press. Upon the occasion of General Doolittle's raid on

R U
Tolyo, they had{asked the Boss to name the base from which the planes had teken off;

ok falbyas

g&'blt of whimséy prompted him to reply, "I'll let you in on a secret - Shangri-La.!

dveltoropad- eoille-in-Tho. o
He had in mind, of course, the mythical {sg@m$ depicted in James Hilton's book "Lost Horizon'.
ofvei
The pseudonym shbeed!

No one of these homes was 1nterchanbeable with the real White Hou e in the
Capital so far as sentiment or importance went wﬂggﬂthe Amerlcan people. fBach of the
three places}in some measure;approximated a White House for all had in common the hous-
ing of the Chief Executive and the carrying on of Presidential activities.

During those dark days, no matter which one of the places sheltered the
Commander-in~Chief, he had, of necessity, to be in constant commumnication with 1600 Pemm~
sylvania Avenue. For reasons of military security, a&gié which I will speak later, no

g ‘
publicity could be given the intricate system of communication which éaiénmaﬁﬁpim.where—

ever he went. To establish this setup)the finest radio consultants and technicians in

the Armed Forces had pooled their ingenuity and knowledge. The result was the most
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that time. In simple language, unadorned with sclentific description, these technical

men made 1t possible for F.D.R. to keep in touch with the progress of

four hours a day, even 1f abeard train or ship or plane, he was tald

war effort on every front. The accomplishment of all this, to the average lay mind

s mine, never

o La =
interesting placel

s L) - L S - "
sat the world was a most

Airplanes usually brought ¢

he mail, wherever we were; special telephone facili~
ties installed even on the Presidential train as well as in the respective residences,
afforded Instantaneous connections. F.D.R. was the first President, who%in the twinkling

§§ﬁ&M@Ta§ﬁ&

of an eye, could be placed in lameddsse communication with th

matic and military.
13 1 . - 1 T o £ e N o Tr ey earrin e e e oo Taamasd ¢ SO M ,
Vhen he travelled before the war, key members of the President's stafl? plus
Tecreb Service men and the reporters, regular

and an increased

Box 5; Folder= FDR, My Boss: Chapter Drafts and Notes, ca. 1947-1949
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Pz ot Dppeet YT 7 B oe AF, oud g :
A fl&fﬁahx«j% }lw%&&@w»wu ﬁ%@ﬁf% réﬂw&éL»ip z%,:gkfg/ ﬁ8£7ﬁ,

DQCBLVQlJ the three major Press Associatio n%N?

S

G

récall Oﬂlj one exception to this war-

time regulation and that was during the 1944 Qampaign for the Presidenc%z> The restriction
was lifted -~ the number of reporters was increased but not to the extent of the pre-war
basis., In F.D.R.'s second term as President, a roster of the gentlemen of the press cov-
- / }fag” o _
ering him and going on all the,trips, contained, among otherijsuch names as George R.
Holmos, Ulric Bell, John Russéll Young, Walter Trohan, Edwin D. Canham, Albert L. Warner,
Joseph H. Short, Felix Belair, Jr., Robert S. Allen, Frederick A. Storm, George E. Durno,
Victor A. Shells, iarq11s W. Child, Bascom N. Timmons, Doris Fleeson, Lyle Wilson, Bert
Andrews, Thomas Reynolds, Richard Harkness, John Henry, Frnest Lindley.

Everywhere F.D.R. went, he worked, even when the trip was ostenqvbWV a vacatlon.

In pre-war days a weekend at Hyde Park rarely passed without its quota of distinguished

visitors.
4
Lo
A1l during the President's tenure of office there grew up a great deal of

discussion upon the subject of "on the record" visitors and "off the record® visitors.

The reporters

d

?actually assigned to the White Pouse)vere clear as to this moot question,

but many of the columnists and Mr. and Mrs. Public seemed so often to have misinterpreted
f
s 3 » » 3 x
these two categories of visitors., I believe I can clarify the &8s,

In any given year the President saw a minimum of 2000 to 3000 people by ap—

&

oo

pointment —- individuaWWy and in groups. This total dees not 1 _nclude Cepren meetings,

Pacific Council, Economic Council, Combined War Labor Board, Budget Seminars, Press Con-
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s #3

ferences and B#e myriad of emergency conferences. Of this number, by special appointment,
perhaps there would be forty to fifty ectusl "off the record appointments", The names of

these were never included in the regular list issued daily, and in each case there was

w@ﬂ&éwﬁ Lo @4@@%{“&“

always a reason why the lewesdmize of the visit was =8 . The Boss =8, in addition,

; ‘ ; : & B A! 3 B
P , N ’ v " .
Miﬁ “ﬁ‘{gﬁ%&% o ] @%aé%%” Lﬁgﬁi%‘“*{‘,wgﬂm ,ﬁ,m@;é}

@éﬁﬁ.usands of people during the years, whose we@Bs were never amnounced to the Press. In
o A

that particular group were included house guests, family friends. and acquaintances,
luncheon, dinner, tea, or possibly weekend guests, meny of whom wgre actually Mrs. Roose-
velt's visitors. There existed a definite understanding with the Press that there was no
obligation to give out the guest list of those whose visits were wholly social or as we
called it, on the "house side". This was in the interests of family privacy to which it
would seem even a President, in a democracy, is entitled. And last, there were the so-
called "bedside appointments" held shortly after F.D.R. awoke and before he arcse for
the day.

J. Bdgar Hoover, on thé trail of something "hot" might want to bring the Boss
up to date on his findings. If a hiﬁt of the purpose of his visit leaked out, it could
very well ruin the successful completion of his investigation. Therefore, the status of

o

his calls was pretty generally "off the record". '
- wf%ﬁ%&éﬁ‘«g

e vimls 26 /M et

During the war dayﬁAforeign diplomats were‘accorded the protection of ‘g EP-

fhite

X , . -
mei., hocause the very nature of the business which brought them to the W

ETNTIOR % SR

House was semesk., TFor instance the Sovielt Ambassador might be the bearer of a message
AN
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talin or Molotov or perhaps the British Ambassador would be relaying one from

Churchill or Eden.

Qpfotainn &

W*Q"”‘"} Where were times when it #8® necessary the Boess
J 3 3

convert a legislator or é politician to his way of thinking or at least try to influence

Tt wﬁi%* Mﬁ%%ﬂ é %ﬁm« “%gi«wﬁ»v&&'%@i%ﬁ AT R %Em% 0{&7 %Z«mwg;

him to modify or reva mp some idea or olher -G

Occasion-

4.)

ally there was so much at stake in a piece of legislation or war strategy that the key
figure locked to the Boss to share the responsibilities.

Ever consclous of his stewsrdship, F.D.R., tried to help the person in any

o €M§‘iﬁa

Bh, remonstrate’ or re-

o

-
i

momentous decision. I've known him Lo flat tter,

proach a gentleman, to gain his point. Depending

q
=

the issue involved, the visitor

was elther listed on the appointment schedule or his name omitted. There were many

prblokul

Pm a plece of legislation or a

" %ﬁuﬁw viks Cipairite® (e, e

necessary policy might have been jeopardiszed. ﬁmt}m names of certain callers,
&SD@FUJ_JB“LO{&\W ehawaabulresonbeng. of

o W cou ftoo much
W

wWRedls, on the subject of politicians %eEm: to mind an incident which occurred

A |
BT

when F.D,R, was still Gﬂvemor of New York State and Huey Pierce Long was Gompmen . (7)

times when, 1f the caller's name had e been

iy 2
é{% e~ ouisiana. controlled the politics of the state absolutely, and was known as "I
am the law, Long." His tactics as a dem gorﬁy’ wewe}\: t, a,r)d d’xe Boss was aware

that alliance with such a power could be dangerous. Roosevelt has been severely critl-



Box 5; Folder= FDR, My Boss: Chapter Drafts and Notes, ca. 1947-1949

Collection: Grace Tully Archive; Series: Grace Tully Papers

éé(«,a% FTN ‘ @vé g@bf&ﬁg‘{,g{ﬁ:ﬁw 2 7

cized for allying himself at various times in his career VLthké&EB calibezidﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ& Call

.

Aw s g éﬂ;&uf‘,ﬂ«ﬁ
it political expediency, or what you will, but when the Boss set out to achieve aa@%g ‘.

gidpde affecting the ultimate welfare of the people, he could resort to such an alliance

or compromise., He often quoted, apropos of that, "you cross the bridge with the devil

mtil you reach the other side.n

o

was a pusy one. Mr, Roose-

a’ # par
& oo %M g@‘g’{{\i iy ?«ﬂ Flga *aé“‘:a

That " summer,

Fe
U}
[
s
I8
C"
e

velt's days were sorely taxed with onEBfron Governors, Senators, National Commit-

CzwwmfkmAigaﬁéw N 7 ZEE%W

teemen and women and all sorts of advisers. In addition, he was unable to relax.diis

. ‘-9‘
rapid pace required in the business of rumming bhe:% ate ?%%ﬁf'fﬁﬁéﬁ
pid ] : g

"It is well to bear 11 hat tﬂO Hyde Park house was presided over by the
o't ét%%% P spate ,&gﬁ_ﬁ%@m*

({@@3 mz’ww@ 5’* £

B '
President's mother 3& Mr, Hoosevelt qe01ued to invite . Long to Juncheon., I recall

hat when the day arrived, F.D.R.'s appointments ran into the luncheon hour. Pressed

for time as he was, he asked his mother to seat Mr. Long to his right. His idea was

. ;&
(;?{aww«‘? b f -7 %gi,(ﬂ}

of course to be afforded the opportunity of discussinggcampalgn plans for the areas
. : ~

L
where he knew Huey could be most useful. He hms not, however, maéé any mention of his

intention to Mrs. James. Mr. Long was just another name to her. She was a "sticklert

=ty

for the conventions and cor*ect table seating was important to her, so ordinarily one of

Ve
the ladies would have beenﬁﬁ@m$hgw%h@n Governor's right.
Ed

%

We were ten or twelve at table including Mrs. Franklinj On Mrs. James' right
.
1

sat a gentlemen, whose name I can't recall, but of whom she thoroughly approved as one
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who possessed all the -

have been wondering why her son did not choose to associate more with men of thi

than with Mr. Loa~ in ! 1b loud suit, orchid colov,ﬁnn A a?d WEthmeLOﬂ~plﬂk vie.
&&g § @Mm %«%”@m%ﬁ‘%ﬁ% ¥ ?ﬁ&
j,

nght from the first course, the Coveﬂnas (a:>‘ 5

mgwm? frsada, )

wMPQWKed on an QﬂLmated co wersation. Thelr tones were low and it seemed to me that the

rest of us were unusually quiet Ffor an informal Roosevelt luncheon. Possibly, all une

consclously, some of us were eavesdropping. Suddenly, for the fraction of a minute,

there came a lull, during which Mrs. James placed her hand to her mouth in the motion
employed when one wants to be confidential, - "Whe is that AWFUT man sititing on ny

son's right?" she said in a voice, wﬁich)seened to mejcould be heard cubt on the Post

-

Road. At once everyone begsn nervously to chatter like the traditional magpie -~ the

k™

i) of conversatlon

a moment of embarrassment. Our laughter was

f%kke»m%%%@ﬁ§§%“

forced. We were trying to throw up a smoke screen and make & joke out oiéﬁg e

%ﬁﬁ%&
that Mr. Long could be polltlcallj important to F.D.R. My eyes were

ki w#
ztill seemed

Procf e

end dadges. that

Loulsiana would ‘hsie iiswgtyaﬁg*%,ﬁn Eplylbebmeosmpeigne Gathering coursge, T glanced

at my hostess. I knew her well and loved her dearly! She had somezhat the expression

\.\e.wh ﬁfgg“%&%@“ &?f?

of a w11§}u_ child who had ssméd raidglt the jam pot mjz felt qat_ufled

the answer to her ﬁuestﬂonfs*fk,after lumeh.  The

learned later that she
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gentlemen to whom she directed it lknew his territory and did not wish 10 wsEsbbse 11 sk

DI

having Mrs. James utter further emesse#¥» on the "Kingfish",

In some instances the !

=

off the record" visit came as the direct result of
the visitor's own request. The White House naturally had to comply though perhaps the
substance of the meeting did not rate the importance that the guest might attach to it.

Most requests for appointments were made through the regular chennels —-

the Appointment Secretary, Marvin McIntire, in the early days or Pa

| Fawradet y |
Watson later on. zag'*‘“ e mergency weEElE ond what we bermed "an on the
AY b £ 3%

minute appointment” became necessary, theﬁpperator referred the call to me so that I

3 -

could check with the President. Sucn incidents might very well occur when the Appoint-

ment Secretary was at lunch ov awasy from the White House on official business. %

‘L$§A;&W% %;9 -”ﬁﬁﬁw@@ﬁg%ﬁ

 access to the Boss s icouldiget an immediate answer.

An important part of my job was to save the Boss from all unnecessary harass-—

ment so that he could husband his time and eneﬂgy for matters of ur“emcy and ﬂrav1ty
&é&%ﬁ% vy L, ‘é}%ﬁw wgiﬁ'@w Conlh :;f b A2
S “peepsamswmay entered into the daily \orhébut I never considered it

e to sidetrack the people who were(leaT to the running of the govermment

Therefore,

and the war @@, such as Cabinet members and high ranking men of the Armed Forces.

A

If in my judgment, the subject might be disposed of by a talk with the Boss over the
telephone, I bent every effort to have him take the call rather than make an appointment.

If the subject was an involved one, and indicated that s lengthy conversation might

ensue, he would instantly say, "Tell Pa I'1l see Stimson or Hull or Knox or whomever it
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might be, in the morning. Have Pa put him on the list, Grace." FEnjoying human contact

wl

# he did, it was always his naturel impulse to see the person rather than

"W@jﬁ@ ﬂ{,«ai;

égﬁ the 'phone. He liked to watch the\expression!of his callers. Facesto#face with them

Wf,i

.

his unusual quality of discernment increased so that he could penetrate more deenly into
their thoughts. Over the telephone his perspicacity was not as successful. It was because
, , .. & s . , . -

he got a great deal more out of #the acrosssthe=desk conversations" than oversthesbele—

phone, that he preferred them.

7

I could and 4id arrange appointments for the Boss on what I used to call !

Wﬁ% e naole. Q&a‘f '%:é@w iioph.,

m might include family and personal friends who Just wanted to run in and

ﬁf A ﬁ«m& w%@:"&;&%w@% w&gwﬁ

o

wf officlal sig oni ficance.

£

period aside for the exclusive purpose of dictating and signing his mal%f{ It was a mov-

/‘% 5&52&4@@%“? @rﬁ% @&éféﬁ@é«p éﬁ“?’;’ R i}ﬁs'&i‘%

able time because it had to follow the last of hisdvisitors, and it depended too-smesmmm
A

gl

wamy heavy ogfonose days, I became ap-
Ore. oa

N . ST
prehensive as the minutes ticked on, for that was bound to fautom tlcallyvshorteniour

mail period. ; . o ?Q
ﬁ;:} - g éﬁz ﬁgi& e &gﬁé %%$£§§%¢ ey
éﬁﬁ:z be more specific, if an unexpected situation arcse, let us s;;jhggg}the

Secretar i of State, War or Navy asked if wamer could run in to see the Boss for a few
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minutes, I never hesitated about making the appointment for them, knowing that if no

.

which I wa.s alwajs

ORI
"wa* A o Pt ?

other time were avallable, there was always "my own time!

e

only too glad to give even though it might result in mwerilry

_ . 4
i 7 B [teng e o,

o % NP P
RRSIRICRELC v o v i v g B BT Ollee

After I gave the proposed visitor the assurance of his a* ointment I would
& 2

”’ﬁﬁ« W] @g "*"’kf L

order not to interrupt his train of thought I had adopted the system of typing out a
memo with the request briefly stated and the reason why the Secretary felt it imperative

to come right over. A typical memo might read as follows:

&

Hull wants to see you 3:30

He has just had answer from our Ambsssador in London g
fRb St g
He would either nod agreement and that might mean that the very nextrappointment would

have to be cancelled, or he would jot down a more convenient hour. Sometimes he Just
impulsively picked up the receiver and made the appointment himself!

A1l names appearing on the appointment list, so far as the reporters were con-
cerned were the cynosure of all eyes. It is their business to be ever on the alert for
a sbtory. Some names warranted more careful serutiny than others, and I might add that

the timing of when these names appeared influenced the reporters in their evaluation of

the possible consequences of any visit. To elucidate further, Cabinet members as suc

1
£
)
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did not create a ripple of curiosity in the Press room unless the particular Cabinet mem-
ber had been designated by the Boss to handle a very delicate situation as between govern-

ment and perhaps labor, or industry. It naturally followed that in this crisis the
2 e 2

2 W
Cabinet member would wanbt to slip in éiobtruswvely and\
H ﬁwif’ e g

to make a public announcement abouyﬁthe final outcome. Good examples of these visits
that come to my mind offhand, are when Ickes was battling it out with John L. Lewis on
an impending coal strike, or the time when Hull was conferring with the Japanese Ambas-
; o
ﬁ fz‘;’gﬁy %?229

“adon&aLOD@ with the special representative of the Japanese Governmen?jjust prior to

Pearl Harbor.

we fell upon troublous time;)when two government officials

A

would become openly embroiled over a difference of opinion in policy. These seemed 1o
follow a set pattern. Firgt came the negotiation stage followed by the quarrelsome
period -~ then the open breach, and finally, the undignified climax of a front page
story in every newspaper of the blow by blow fight of the two Kilkenny cats.

The Boss was really a patient man, but scrimmages of this type always irritated
him. TInvariably he would send for the guilty parties, sometimes separately, sometimes
together and he would then set about making them see the error of their ways and try to

work out a compromise. He was good at this and he had, to my way of thinking, a high

score in settling these controversies. Among them were the Hull-Moley sp71t lOB%Wj

oy —

the Ickes-Hopkins rumpus|in 1938 (Egéand the Wallace~Jones b a:ﬁiwn 1OLL% In the afore-
7
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mentioned and similar instances, the Boss asked that every precaution be taken to protect
the secrecy of the visitors. Like the leader he was, he realized that nothing was to be
H

gained by announcing to the world that after an off the record visit, all had been ironed

out and that he had again played the role of peacemeker. In his unselfishness, he was

=

more interested in preserving "unity in his camp", rather than posing as the saviour
of the hour. Knowing, however, what energy and time he had exerted in ending the de-
bacle, I felt he was an unsung herol

In lighter vein were the visits of F.D.R.'s personal friends. This list was
a long one. What impressed me most about it was that included in it were not only many
of the so-called elite and well to do but also the names of "the little man', the old

g, '* ﬁ@ig§%§§§;%aw:2§%

family retainer, the agﬁﬁie Q”l hbor. A roll call of this list would rev real the demo—

the President#e visil deff

en in his party, such as Jim Farley, Frank Hague, Ed Flynn, Frank

: §I§ QJQQQ%F} ﬁzwﬁéawwwwaﬁam
Walker, BEd Kelly of Chic f%?gg'ﬂdb Hannegan, m*ééﬁbéi

A i

Oftener, there were times when the reverse was the order, and the Boss was

for the vigits of these men to he =

O]

&
O]
3
¢

o y ] o
friend=p bﬂd adviser we \%?erﬂavd Barucb U%fB wop, Vincent Astor, FEETE DEmbing,

and Basil O'Connor, When the last named was invited in his capacity as

U
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