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3000 aannaatien$ Avenue
Washington, D. €.

July 4, 1947.

Dear George:-

Many thanks for your letter of the second. I t00 am
agriz not %o have heard from you during your recent Weshington
vieit.

I em grateful for your good ¥ishes for July the Fourth,
and want you %o know that I am celebrating Independence Day hi
putting the final touches to two chapters of my etory, which I
heve prepared for your consideration, These chapters were written
by me using very little even of the framework which I originally
gave to Bill Slooum,

This fact naturally brings to mind the contraotual
relationship which involves the pulilisher, Bill and myself, I
do not feel that Bill had any part 'at all in preparing my version,
and conmequently that he is entitled neither to credit nor cash
therefor. In my further opinion a definite agreement conoerning
Bill'e efforfs up to now, haphszard as they have been, should
be remched BEFORE I ocould consent to the submission of copy to
sny publisher for publication, or before I would feel free to
progesd further on my own. '

I expect to submit for your review the two ohapters,
but not to offer for publication until such time ag all of my
materials entrusted to Bill Slooum's oustody have been returned,
and an arrangement made which will inolude a final release %o me
of any obligation, ‘

You have my pemmission to show thils letter to Simon &
Schuster, and %o submit the manusoript merely as en exhibit of
my work, after whioh I would deeply appreciate an expression of
§§e puhlifhazs' opinion and also your own as to what shall be

With kindest regards,
Airays sincerely,

George T. Bye, Eaq.,
Dantown, Trinity Pass,
New Csnaan, (onneotiout.

ritings: FDR, My Boss: Correspondence, 1947-1953
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July 17, 1947

sar Goorges

Inclosed is ny version of the twe chaplers aboub which I
write you on July Abh. I am now working on "The Official Familyt,

You will cbserve that I heve pub my thoughts on paper in
very mach the same language as they oscuwred to me. ¥hile the siyle
sdmitbedly ig nob nearly as flashy so Bill's, 1t¥s not intended to be.

T am inciined to believe thab people are rmopvs likely to prefer styaight-
forsard and rather inbimate glimpses of evanbs in high pleces seen elose
ot hand,

At ony wate, 1f I am to write s bock, I can mow ses that my
wn peculisy mnd pevhaps inadequate style must be the vehicle which
will heve to earry it '

I would be happy be have your rescbtion as menbtloned in my
last lobher,

Tou hove ;z:g permission to bl the g@py o Simen and Scohuster
for Preading only® 1¥ you consider it adelsable %o do so.

With kindest regavds,

Alweyo sincerely,

George T. Bye, Bsq.
535 PLfth dvenue
Hew Tork, New York
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CHARLES SCRIBNER'S SONS

PUBLISHERS
597 FIFTH AVENUE NEW YORX 17, N. Y.
September 23, 1947

Dear George:

I have read the two chapters of Grace Tully's book
with the greatest interest. They seem to me extremely good
for a first draft, and, for me at least, they are convincing
evidence that Miss Tully can write her own book. In fact,
the book should be all the better because it is told in her
way. As she gets further into it, or perhaps when she has
finished her first draft, I should imagine that editorial
suggestions might be helpful to her. The intention would
not be to change the character of her book, but rather to
bring it out as effectively as possible. But in that re-
spect everything depends on how Miss Tully prefers to work.
She has a book to write and thg ability to write it.

We are tremendously interested in this book, and
I'1l be grateful if you will let me have any news there is
about its progress.

Sincerely yours,

Burroughs Mitchell
BM:BM
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Daoesber 14, 1946

Dear Hr. Bitchells- i

Fesp go nany thanks for your thoughtful snd mﬁﬁf’@ﬁtimg
istbers I am delishted to have powr resction to $he four chape
%ew and 50 relicved that you Lﬁw the general tone and style.

[ greatly agpmm% y . sugzestione, which I wmost
rhainty will fellow *Ehsaa &é&ﬁtﬁm& will Inprove the sim-y ,
ﬁrm&ﬁmw sad T h T can covab on you %@a wonkinue $o send
glang mny and #11 i@@aa ﬁhiﬁ%s* of eourss, will be most helph tl'_,',":;f

Bithin a wedk or so T think T shail be able to formrd ‘%ﬁ
you amother :ﬁagm words.

G ; $ 3885

i &W@iﬁm gm msae;ge r.%f m et ¥

Again, ny greteful thasks for your splendid
ith kindest mgsm:ia snd every good %isza of %im emmas ,

597 Fifth g.ams' o
Bow York 17, New York
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CHARLES SCRIBNER'S SONS

PUBLISHERS
597 FIFTH AVENUE NEW YORK 17, N.Y.

December 6, 1948

Dear Miss Tullys:

I have read the finished chapters-—and with the greatest interest and
pleasure. They seem to me immeasurably better than those samples we saw way
back when the contract was made. The writing is livelier now; the story has
more warmbh and human interests

There are some places where I think perhaps you could do even more
than you have done. T!11 note them down--not to urge you to go back to them
now but simply to offer whatever help I can with the chapters to come.

In the discussions of FDR's associates I felt the need for more con-—
crete anecdotes, informal episodes that will help to reveal the person and give
vividness to the narrative. You must have any number of them stored away in
your memorys. The story of Howe and the money is a good example; an even bebiter

one is your description of your first meeting with Churchill. That is splendid,
just what the book should have. TWherever it is possible you ought to use an
incident in which you were personally involved. That will give the book in-
dividuality——make it the book that only you could write. I'm glad, by the way,
that you are allowing yourself to "sound off® here and there. TYou should; if
somebhing angered you, say soOe

I came on senbtences that seemed to demand amplification. When you
say that you have seen Steve Early squirm through some Roosevelt lectures to
the press, one wishes you could give an example. ¥When you speak of Pa Watson
moving into operation, one is anxious to know just what it was like. When you
tell about the hectic day that Germany invaded Poland, there could be even more
detail,

The greabt thing now is to push ahead with the book, putiing in every-
thing of interest that you find in your notes or your memory. You must not be
aoncerned about writing at too great lengthe It is easy to condense and elimin-
ate after the writing is done; it is much more difficult to add and expand. Cer-
tainly you have already caught the right tone--lively without being flip, seri-
ous but not wooden. I'm certain this is going to be a fine book, and I look for-
ward eagerly to more manuscripte.

Sincerely yours,

Bi:BM
To Miss Grace G. Tully
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Telepbone MUrray Hdl 2- 8775

GEORGE T BYE

AND COMPANY

"535FIFTH AVENUE -
NEW YORK 17, N. Y.

. Was he conventionaf
- matter of pronriet1939 D:
“try to keep up. withﬁsocialao
~ toward a vast maltitude of a
by letters of c@ngratulation#
‘condolence? . Did he make notes
marriages, births, etc., when readi{g o
newspapers, ov did he tear out ﬁhe 1 ems ? -

R Did he’ diﬁferentiate between s
“nimself ard the office of +the ?residengy?f

) . He did, of course, and that’s on® |
Y~ thing. that ‘distinguished himaniﬂ e
. .wes never .a rigid stuffed ‘shirt like
 Hoover, nor a Good Time. Charlie 1ike
'Hardﬂng.; T will forever remember ona

~ _time after an army and Navy receptxon'ﬂ

_ ‘when he had an aide 1look me up and . Gl
‘take me to the oval study. "I thoughhﬁ A

you might be: interested in seeing ~ |
.the color guard bring up the two flagai“&
“from the East Room,™ he said. s T

. was @ wonderful ceremony and I am

: ‘sure.that for those few minutes he S

_ detached ‘himse 1 from the: Presidenoy qnd
fﬂwas ‘a fellow 31ghtseer with.me. B :

R Ybu can see, voung lady, Tnat T
o am determined.your book shall be one ‘
oot the finest about the Boss xn&

N even 1f I have to- edit 1tv7
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EORGE T. BYE & CO

Miss Grace G ully,
3000 Comxectiout Avenue, N W‘,

'washington’ D.C.

VIA AIR MIATC
Special 1 Eelwery
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CHARLES SCRIBNER'S SONS
PUBLISHERS

597 FIFTH AVENUE,NEW YORK 17,N.Y.

Jan. 4, 1949

Dear Miss Tully:

It was particularly pleasant to
read these mext two chapters because I
think the further you get into the book
the better it becomes. Chapter five strikes
me as the most lively piece of writing you
have done so far, It ié full of anecdote,
the personalities emerge clearly, and it
does not drag anywhere. All I could suggest
would be the possibility of a summerizing
paragraphe. The chapter seems +to end rather
abruptly noﬁ.

Chapter three is very good too. I
know that you must give a certain amount
of background history, particularly for a

chapter such as this one, but I do think



urs,

bbb

*gSincerély'yo

To Miss Grace G. Tully

R, My Boss: Correspondence, 1947-1953
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1 in the first four

pagesﬂofyéhaﬁfér‘fhree might be tiled
down soﬁewhat. The chapter really begins
when you enter the scene at the bottom

of page four. Your book is alway most
interesting when you are in it, when the
rea&er is seeing the people and the events
through your eyes. And that is the way
the book should be, I think. It is some-
thing to keep in mind when you go to work
on the opening chapter. It should be, it
seems to me, your profile of F.D.R., not
Just a profile. The political end per-
sonal facts of Roosevelt's life have turned
up in a good many books already, and will
turn up in e good meny more. I should
think that they should be kept to a minimum
in your book. The things you have to say

are not available to anyone else.

o
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CHARLES SCRIBNER'S SONS

.

PUBLISHERS
597 FIFTH AVENUE NEW YORK 17, N. Y.

Pebruary 15, 1949

Dear Miss Tully:

You have already heard from George, I know, and I agree with himj
Chapters L,5, and 10 are fine. The only point I can think of to raise has
to do with Chapter 10 where the discussion of the Supreme Court Plan is.
carried on early and then toward the end of the chapter. Should it be brought
together, I wonder? That is a relatively small point; the main point is that
these chapters make lively and convincing readinge.

T think the chapter about your earlier days is in quite good shape.
Chapter 6, though, I agree with you about-~it needs more work. The opening
seems a bit heavy, and neither the dowager Mrs. R. nor the Roosevelt children
are sufficiently individualized. I am sure you will be able to get more
warmbh, character, and anecdote into it without very much trouble. I've sent
these two chapters down to George and I expect to see him tomorrow when I
imagine he will have read them. He is coming in after a date with The Ladies
Home Journal people, and we are going to have a talk about the scheduling of
your book in relation to Mrse Re'sSe Tt's most important, I think, that we
do not have a conflict there. I will write you as soon as we have figured

things oute

Tt was a great pleasure to see you againe I hope you will be able
to push ahead with the book now without any more than the inevitable inter-

ruptionse
Sincerely,yours,
BM:BM

Miss Grace Tully
810 18th Street, Ne We
Washington 6, De Ce
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CHARLES SCRIBNER'S SONS

PUBLISHERS

597 FIFTH AVENUE NEW YORXK 17, N.Y.

March 10, 1949

Dear Miss Tully:

I liked Chapter 12 very muche I have just two minor
suggestions which perhaps aren!t practical. The first page,
it seems to me, could do with a little loosening up; it is
rather like a straight piece of jouwrnalism nowe Perhaps you
could think of a quotation from F.D.R. that could be put in
there—-I don't mean a public uktéerance. And then on page 3,
which describes so well the tension of Pearl Harbor Day, it
would be fine if you could remember something that was said
as all of you waited for the news to come in. Very possibly
you can't remember; I should think it would be hard to re-
call the details ab a time like thate

In any case, it is a very good piece of work, and
George agrees with me about that. He and I have had a talk
about the collaboration mabtter, and he is writing you his
proposed solution which seems to me a very generous one.
Sincerely,
'_(7‘3, A ML\M M_M
BM:BM o

To Miss Grace G. Tully
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Tuesday, May 3, 1949

Dear Grace:

All the original documents that are still in my poss-
ession are returned in this folder. As you know, I attached some of
them b0 the revisions in order that portions of text might be copied.

| Some of these and some of the se mighﬁ be desirable for
iiiustrations, depénding upon What'plans Eitchéll may have for illus-
trating the book. I think perhaps you had better ask Bye whether you
should senﬁ some of this potential illustrative material up to him.

If my boy can carry everything at once I am also returning
several of yoﬁr books - Sherwoed, Lindley;.Michelson and Mcintire., I may
have another one or two at heme; if so I will see that they are returned
safely to you. A | '

Incidentally, as a suggestion, you might ask Sidney to
fix up your preface acknowledgements to all those you wish to mention.
With.regard to me T would like to be identified as Sunday Editor of
The Washington Star and a former President of the White House Corr-
espondents® Agsociation.

Enclosed alsc in today's delivery is a ciean—up on
Chapter 1, the last one pending, and.your copy of the earlier object-
ionable manuscript, |

‘I hope that rainbow I see out of my window is resting
in a pot of gold with both our names éttached.

- Yours,




Telephone: MUtray Hill 2-8775 ' Cable Address: Byanbye, N. Y.

(GEORGE T. BYE

AND COMPANY

535 FIFTH AVENUE
NEW YORK 17, N. Y.

August 13, 1953

Miss Grace G. Tully

3000 Connecticut Ave., N.¥.
Washington, D. C.

Dear Miss Tully:

Charles Scribner's Sons have paid royalties of $18.03 on "F.D.R.,
My Boss" for the period ending March 31, 1953.

We have deducted our commission of $1.80 and are enclosing a check
for $16.23. .

Thank you.

Yours sincerely,

sSecretary to Mr. Bye

s mm
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